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lltBema.iy  December  %  1886. 

Ai  twetn  o*oloek,  IC,  the  Home  was  oiOed 
to  order  VUr.  Fruold^  the  CStrk  <tf  the  lut 
CongreaB. 

Flection  of  Speaker. 

Ob  motion  of  Hr.  Bijlbdblxt,  the  Hoiue 
yrooeeded  to  b^ot  for  a  Speaker. 

Kessrs.  Johhsoit  of  Tennessee,  EvraBTT  of 
Termont,  and  Aittboht  of  PeniujlTania,  were 


*  LIST  OF  wrvBCTH 

mmk*t.  JwOTlili  BaUor.  SMnse  Xtum,  J  An  lUtfldd, 
JoMpk  Han,  L0«iwr4  Jvrla,  KoM  liMoa,  Oorkam  Paik*, 
rHMta  a  J.  Bnlth. 

J«w  fl3»»p*Ur<.— Bnalng  M.  Bms,  Sobart  Burn*,  Sam- 
h1  CidMnaa,  FraBkUn  Pfcra^  JMeph  WeokA, 

Jfawn* ■<■«>■— Joha  Qniooj  Adanw,  N»th»nlal  B.  Bor- 
4m,  6««rf«  N.  Brigg^  WUUun  B.  CaUwan,  CaUb  CuhlDg, 
Owgi  OnsBell,  Jr^  Bannel  Hoar,  William  Jaekaoa,  Abbot 
Zawtmm,  Lari  LUmoIb,  StaphaB  a  Phmipi,  John  B««4 

■gfcarfa  Wwiif.— Dutaa  J.  Paatoa,  W.  Bpn«ua. 

0»MMc(ta«tr-ZlbbB  Bal^,  Baaval  Iighaiii,  Aadrav  T. 
JbAmb,  iMwTot  Fbalpa,  laua  Tmaar,  ZdmoB  WIMmaa. 

FarnMRl— HcmBB  AUeii,  Horaoa  Erentt,  HDaod  Hall, 
TLmmif  9.  Jaaca,  WIlHani  SUda. 

jntw  T^rt.— Smael  Barton,  Bamnel  Baardsley,  Abnluin 
Boekaa,  IbtOdas  J.  Borae,  John  W.  Broim,  G  C.  Cambre- 
Ung,  Snkam  H.  Obapin,  TImotliy  Chllda,  Jobn  Crsmer, 
Ol/aaua  T.  Doabladaj,  Talaatiaa  Efbar,  Dndtaf  Farlla, 
FUlo  C  FnBar,  WllUam  K.  PnUer,  Bamom  H.  Qllltt, 
Wimmla  Ona|«r,  Qtdaoa  Hard,  Ataar  Hataltina,  Hiram  P. 
Hna^  Abd  HakUastoi,  Oentt  T.  Lanltifv  0«oi|e  W.  Laj, 
Oldaea  Laa,  Joabu  Xee,  Stepbas  B.  Leonard,  Thomaa  C. 
Love,  AbQah  Mann,  Jr^  WllUam  ICaaon,  John  HcKeon,  Elf 
Moon,  Shanaaa  Page,  Joaeph  Bernolda,  Dartd  Boatell, 
WnUan  8«7inonr,  BlalMdaa  Bleklaa,  WUIUm  Tajlor,  Jo«l 
ItoiBl,  A«VB  Taade^od,  Aaron  Ward,  Daniel  WardiraU. 

JTaw  Awr^PUUBBMlHflkMSM,  Bamnel  Fowler,  Tboa. 
£m^  JSnm  ftiko^  Fatdianl  &  S^anek,  WUUam  H. 


appdnted tellers;  andf  on  oomitiBg the  banoti^ 
it  appeared  that  S86  had  heen  ^ren,  as  follows : 

For  Jauss  X.  Pole,  -  -      -  182 

JoHH  Bell,  84 

Scattering  and  blanks,  9 

The  honorable  Jahks  K.  Folk,  of  Tennessee, 
having  received  a  majoritj  of  idl  the  votes 
^ven,  was  declared  duly  elected  Speaker  of  the 
24th  Ck>ngre63;  and  returned  his  thanks  for 
the  honor  conferred,  in  the  following  address ; 


AMHffeanla.— Joaeph  B.  AnthoDf,  UIcliBel  W,  Ash, 
J<dm  Banka,  Andrew  Beanmont,  Andrew  Bncbanan,  Oeoiga 
Chambeta,  WllUam  P.  Claric,  Edward  DaiUngton,  Harmar 
Damij,  Ja«ob  Frr,  Jr.,  John  Galbvalth,  Jamca  Harpar,  8am- 
nel  B.  BanbOB,  Joaeph  Beadanon,  William  Halatar,  Bd- 
w«rd  B.  Hnbl^,  Joaeph  B.  Infarsoll,  John  KUngenanrfth, 
Jr^  John  Lapcrto,  Henrj  Lopin;  Job  Mann,  Thomas  U.  T. 
McKennaa,  Jeeae  Mller,  Ustthlaa  Honis,  Rtarj  A.  Mnh- 
Unbe^  DsTld  Potta,  Joel  B.  BoUMriand,  Dnvld  D; 
Wagener. 

i>abnear«.— John  J.  UtUI«a& 

JfitrylaMd^BenJamln  0.  Howard,  Danlal  JtaUbr,  laaao 
HeKIm,  Jamea  A.  Paarae,  John  IT.  Steele,  FnadB  Thomaiy 
Jamea  Tamer,  Oeorge  0.  Waahlngton. 

^iVftUo.— Jamea  M.  H.  Boale,  Jamea  W.  Bonldln,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles,  Robert  Craig,  Oeorgo 
0.  Dromgoole,  James  Garland,  Q.  W.  Hopkins,  Joeepli 
JobDMD,  Jobn  W.  Jones,  Oeorge  LoTall,  Edward  Lneaa, 
John  T.  Ifason,  William  MoComaa,  Cborlea  F.  MMoer, 
William  S.  Morgan,  John  U.  Patton,  John  Boana,  John 
BobertM»,  Jobn  Tallaftrro,  Bwrj  A.  Wise. 

JKirA  OvoUMk— Jetae  A.  Bjnnm,  Henrjr  W.  Comor, 
Edmnnd  DebenT',  Jamea  Qraham,  Ulayah  T.  Hawklu^ 
Jamea  J.  McKa^,  William  IContgomerf,  Ebeneser  Petti* 
grew,  Abraham  Bencher,  William  B.  Sbepard,  Aaffiutlna 
H.  Shepperd,  Jesse  Speight,  I^wls  Williams. 

South  Carolina.— Bobert  B.  Campbell,  William  J.  Gray- 
son,  John  K.  Oriffin,  Jamea  H.  Hammond,  Rlohaid  J.  Uao- 
nlng,  Franda  W.  Pickens,  Henry  L  Pineknef,  Jamai 
Bogen,  Waddy  Thompeon,  Jr. 

SMrgla.  tmm  F.  CkmHtaO,  J^ohn  CoOte,  Thmm 

Digitized  by  Google 


4 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  B.] 

(knllmen  of  the  Boom  of  ReprtMiitaSvu: 

Id  accep^Dg  the  high  station  to  which  I  am 
called  by  the  Toic«  of  the  anembled  representatlTes 
of  the  people,  I  am  deeply  impresied  with  tbe  high 
distinclion  which  is  always  conferred  upon  th'e  pre- 
riding  iMaet  of  this  House,  and  with  the  weight  of 
die  TeqWDidbillty  which  devolves  upon  1dm.  With- 
oat  experience  in  this  place,  called  to  pretfde  over 
the  deliberaUons  of  this  Hoose,  I  feel  that  I  ought 
to  invoke,  in  advance,  the  indulgent  forbearance 
of  its  members,  for  any  errors  of  judgment  which 
may  occur  in  the  discharge  of  the  severe  duties 
which  will  devolve  upon  me.  It  shall  be  my  pleas- 
ure to  endeavor  to  administer  the  laws  which 
nay  be  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  House 
justly  and  imparUally  towards  its  members,  and 
with  a  view  to  the  preservation  <tf  that  order  which 
ia  indispensable  to  our  character  as  a  body,  and  to 
the  promoUon  of  the  public  interests.  To  preserve 
the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  Its  high  character 
before  the  country,  so  far  as  shall  depend  upon  Its 
presiding  officer,  will  be  objects  of  my  deepest  so- 
udtode ;  and  I  am  sore  I  bmU  have  the  co-opera- 
tiott  and  support  of  all  its  members,  In  the  discbaige 
t>f  my  duty,  with  a  view  to  these  objects. 

I  return  to  you,  gentlemen,  my  nncere  acknowl- 
edgments for  this  manifestation  of  your  confidence, 
la  electing  me  to  this  high  station ;  and  my  ardent 
hope  is,  that  our  labors  here  may  merit  and  receive 
the  apfffohation  of  our  constituents,  and  result  in 
the  advancement  of  the  pnblio  good. 

3f  r.  WiLLiAus,  of  Korth  Carolina,  (the  oldest 
member  in  the  Hoose,)  administered  the  usual 
oath  to  the  Speaker,  when  the  latter  qualified 
the  memhers  by  States,  as  also  the  territorial 
delegates  from  Arkansas,  Ilorida,  and  Uichi- 
gan. 

Mr.  Bbabdbut  submittod  a  res(dntion  ap- 

S)iiiting  Mr.  Walteb  8.  Fbahzldt  Clerk  ti  the 
oose ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
annooncing  tiiat  that  body,  having  assembled 
and  formed  a  quorum,  were  ready  to  prooeed 
with  legislative  bnuness ;  and  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
to  meet  snch  committee  as  might  be  appointed 
Ttn  the  part  of  the  House,  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that 
Congress,  having  assnnued,  are  ready  to  re- 
ceive any  commonioation  which  he  may  choose 
to  make. 


GtaMKwk,  Beaton  Orantland,  CharlM  E.  Hmynot,  Hopkin* 
HoImt,  JbIms  Jaekun,  OMtgeW.  Owens,  Oeonca  W,  B. 
Tovtu. 

.dldbdma.— Benben  Chapman,  Joab  LawloT,  Dlzoa  H. 
Lewis,  FrancU  S.  Lyon,  Joelina  L.  Hartln. 

Mi»9ttttppi.—\ivi\A  Dickson,  J.  F.  H.  C]alb«nie. 

XovMami.— Btc«  Garland,  Henrr  Jofaiuon.  EleanrW. 
Blpley. 

3fauMM««.— John  Bell,  Bamud  Bondi,  WlUlam  B.  Car- 
ter, WlUUm  C.  Dnnlap,  John  B.  Foroatar,  AdamHnntaman, 
Cave  <%liiuon,  Lnke  Lea,  Abram  P.  Hanrjr,  Ball*  P«rton, 
JklDM  K.  Polk,  EL  3.  Sktelda,  James  Btandefcr. 

f  Witeciy.— CbUton  Allan,  Ljnn  Boyd,  John  Calhoon, 
John  Chambera,  Richard  French,  WlUlam  J,  Oravea,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  James  Harlan,  Albert  O.  Hawes,  Blchard  M. 
Johnson,  Jooeph  B.  Underwood,  J<An  Wblts,  Shaxtod 

wnitaiH. 


[Dbooibbb,  1686. 


EleUion  ef  Printer. 

Kr.  CoFFKB,  submitted  a  resolntion,  iu  sub- 
stance, that  the  Hoose  prooeed  to  the  election 
of  a  printer  for  the  24th  CongrMs;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Hr.  JoHBBOK,  of  Eentod^,  nfminated  Uesars. 
Blair  &  Bites  ; 

Hr.  WiLLiAiia,  of  North  Carolina,  nominated 
Messrs.  Galbb  &  Seaton  ;  and 

Mr.  Fetton,  of  Tennessee,  nominated  Messrs, 

BrADFDKD  &  Ltf  ABMBD. 

Whole  n amber  <tf  votes  S3S ;  neeeBsarj  to  a 
choice  113. 

For  Messrs.  Blair  dc  Bives,  -  -  -  183 
"  Gales  &  Beaton,  -  -  69 
"      Bradford  &  Learned,-      -  26 

Scattering,  7 

Wherenpon  Messrs.  BMr  &  Bives  were  do* 
clared  duly  elected  printers  to  the  twenty-fourUi 
OmigresB. 


TuESDAT,  December  8. 

Messrs.  Jaosbok  of  Massachusetts,  Qai^rajth 
<tf  Pennsylvania,  and  TmOns  of  Maryland,  ap- 
peared, and  were  qualified; 

PrendmVa  Menage. 

A  Meseaffc  was  received  tram  the  President 
of  the  Umted  States^  by  Mr.  Dohblson,  his 
private  secretary ;  which  was  read.  (See  Sen- 
ate proceedings  of  this  date.) 

m.  Bbabimlet  submitted  a  resolution,  com- 
mitting the  liforaage  to  a  Committee  of  the 
'Whole  on  tiie  state  of  the  Union ;  and  tiiat 
10,000  ooines,  togetiier  with  the  accompanying 
dooamente,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers    t)io  House ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Dwth  nf  Mr.  SnUih. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  the  death  of  the  honorable  Nathan 
SuiTH,  a  member  of  that  body,  from  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  and  that  his  fnneral  would  take 
place  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow. 

Mr.  TouoBT,  of  Connecticut,  submitted  a  res- 
olution that  uie  members  of  the  House  would 


JRisowK— WilBam  H.  AaUey,  Albert  O.  IbnlaoB. 
iBfooJa^-Zadoek  Gasay,  William  I*  May,  John  BayWddh 
/ndfofui.— Batllff  BooB,  John  Obit,  John  V.  Bavbi,  Ed- 
ward A.  nannegaa,  a«oiBe  I*  Elimard,  Amos  Lana,  Jona- 
than HoCarty. 

t>Al«.— William  E.  Bond,  John  Chaner,  Thomas  Corwln, 
Joaeph  IL  Cnna,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Ellas  Howell,  Bei^ 
mln  Jonea,  William  KensoB,  Daniel  KUgore,  Sampson  Ma- 
son, Jeremiah  MoLene,  Wflllaro  Fatteraon,  Jonathan  Skwiie, 
David  Span^,  Bellamy  Btwer,  John'  Thompaoa,  Samiwl 
F.  Vinton,  Tqrb»  Webster,  Ellsha  WUttleaey. 

DELEGATES. 

A.r1ecM»at  TbrHtory.— Ambrose  H.  Bevlar. 
riorida  3Vr«MV--Jos»ph  U.  ITUta. 
MUklgam  nfritorv.-GMi|*  V.  Jonas. 

Digitized  by  Google 


i>eatl  Iff  Mr.  Smith. 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 


5 


Stcubbb,  1896.2 

•ttend  the  Auieral  of  Hr.  Sura,  and  vonld 
wear  tbe  nsaal  badge  of  monrning  for  the  iqiaoe 
of  Uiir^  days ;  wbicb  was  agreed  to. 


UosDAT,  December  14. 

IfeaiTB.  GiUTia  of  Kentucky,  and  QABX.Ain> 
•    of  Ixmudaoa,  appeared,  were  qnaUfied,  and  took 
thdr  Beats.  >■ 

Death  of  Mr.  TTiWnwn. 

Vr.  Halbt,  of  Oocnecticnt,  annoanced  tbe 
death  of  his  coUeagae,  the  Hon.  Zauion  Wiu>- 
HAir,  a  Representative  in  Congress  from  the 
State  of  Conaectioat ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks 
in  eal(^  of  tlie  deceased,  sobmitted  a  motion 
ibr  the  nsnal  demonstrations  of  respect  for  his 
memory ;  which  was  mianimoasly  adopted. 

^  Mr.  Kcme. 

A  message  was  reodved  from  the  Senate, 
annonncing  the  death  of  the  Eon.  Eli&b  E. 
Kaxx,  Senator  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
informing  the  Honse  that  the  fhneral  will  take 
place  in  the  Senate  chamber  at  half-past  12 
o'clock.  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Caset,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  following 
resolntion,  which  was  adopted  : 

Jteieivetiy  unanimously.  That,  in  teatimODj  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Elias  K.  KAiti, 
kte  a  Senator  in  Congress  from  tbe  state  of  Illinois, 
tbe  members  of  tlus  Hoose  wear  orape  oa  Ae  left 
tnn  for  tbirtj  days. 


WxDHBBDi.T,  December  18. 

Ur.  Tbomfbon  of  Sonth  Carolina,  and  Ifr. 
Bout  of  Louisiana,  appeared,  were  qvaUfied. 
and  took  tbnr  fieath 

Slavery  in  the  Dutriet  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  FAiBFtELD,  understanding,  be  said,  that 
by  a  presentation  of  a  petition,  a  member  was 
not  made  responuble  for  its  propositions,  pre- 
aeoted  a  petition  signed  by  172  females,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  slaveip^  and  the  slave  trade 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  District  of 
ColmnlHa. 

Vr.  Ohajcbb  moved  that  It  be  l^d  on  the 
table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Faibfisld  Uien  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion, which  be  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Kr.  Haboit,  of  Yi^inia,  said,  as  it  was  ex- 
tremely de«rable  to  have  an  expression  of 
sentiment  on  this  subject,  by  the  House,  he 
Would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion ; 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Ur.  Boon  called  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial.  After  it  was  read, 

Mr.  Etkbett  rose  to  ask  whether  the  moUon 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  made  by  the  monber 
who  presented  the  p^Uon. 

Mr.  FaiBFiBLD  replied  in  the  affirmatiTe. 

Mr.  SLan  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
printed. 


[H.  or  R. 

Vx.  WnjjAUB,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  the  . 
divirion  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Virginia,  asked  tbe  yeas  sna 
nays  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

The  question  bdng  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  tne  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 

Tus. — ^HesBTs.  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley, 
B^ley,  Barton,  Be&ie,  Bean,  Beardsley,  Beaumont, 
Bell,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Bums,  J.  Galhoon,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter;  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,'  CtAoey,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Ctaibome,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Gorwia, 
Craig,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cusbman,  Davis,  Deberry, 
Dickeison,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Snnlap,  Efner, 
Everett,  Fairfield,  Farltn,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Philo  C.  FuUer,  WiUiam  K.  Fuller,  Galbnuth, 
James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  GiQet,  Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Giiffln,  Haley,  Joaeph  Hall,  Hammond,  Hannesan, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harun,  Samnel  S.  Harrison,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawes,*Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Bant,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, IngersoUf  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jarris, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  U.  Johnson,  Cavo  John- 
son, Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin 
Jones,  JudsoQ,  Kennon,  Eilgore,  Einnard,  Klingcn- 
smitb,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  IJncoln, 
Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Uann,  Job 
tfann,  Ifartin,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Hason, 
Hoses  Hason,  Samson  Mason,  Haury,  Hay,  UcCo- 
mas,  HcEay,  UcEeon,  HcEim,  Mercer,  KDUIgan, 
Hormn,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Partes,  FaOex- 
son,  Tranklin  Pierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  PetUgrew, 
Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Reed,  John 
Beynoldfl,  Josem  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Boane,  Robert- 
son, Seymour,  Shepard,  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shian, 
Scklee,  Spangler,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson, 
Toocey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpofel,  Vinton,  Wageaer,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeka^ 
White,  Lewis  Williama,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise 
—180. 

Katb. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Banks,  Borden, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Clark,  Gushing,  Darlington, 
Evans,  GrenncU,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Hcister,  Hubley,  William  Jackson, 
Janes,  Laporte,  Love,  Morris,  Parker,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Potts,  Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sptagne, 
WardweB,  Whittlesey— 81. 


Fbidat,  December  18. 

Ur.  MoKbhhak  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat. 

Slatery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
petition  from  sundry  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  Congress  to  provide  for  the  immediate 
abolition  of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; whidi  he  moved  to  refer  to  a  select 
committee. 

Ur.  HaiocoirD  moved  that  the  petition  be 
not  rec^ved.  The  large  roigority  by  which  the 
Honse  bad  n^ected  a  amiilar  petition  a  few  days 
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nhad  been  veiy  gratifying  to  him,  and  no 
t  wonld  be  very  gratifyinB;  to  the  whole 
Sonth.  He  had  hoped  it  would  satisfy  gentle- 
men charged  with  such  petitions,  of  the  impro- 
priety of  introducing  them  here.  Since,  how- 
ever, it  had  not  had  that  effect,  and  they  per- 
risted  still  in  nrgiog  them  upon  the  House  and 
vpon  the  country,  he  thought  it  was  not  requir- 
ing too  mooh  of  the  Honse,  to  ask  it  to  put  a 
more  decided  seal  reprobation  on  them, 
peremptorilr  Rejecting  this.  • 
Ur.  Thouas  sdd  He  was  snrprised  to  discover 
that  there  ore  gentlemen  who  are  not  content 
with  the  evidence  which  has  already  been  ^ven 
that  a  very  large  m^ority  of  this  Honse  are  op- 
posed to  any  interference  whatever,  not  only 
with  the  riglits  of  slaveholders  in  the  Southern 
States,  but  with  the  existence  of  slavery  within 
the  District  of  Colombia.  "We  have  already  Md 
on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one, 
two  memorials  similar  to  die  one  now  under 
consideration.  But  gentlemen  say  those  votes 
are  eqaivocal ;  they  wish  to  have  direct  proof 
that  tiie  rights  of  dav^oldeTa  are  not  in  danger 
from  any  interferenoe  on  tlte  part  of  Oongreas. 
Hr.  T.  add  tibat  he  did  not  concur  in  thU  opin- 
ion. The  vote  to  lay  on  the  table  had  been 
given  to  ugnify  a  decided  opposition  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners ;  nevertheless,  he 
would  make  a  motion  which  wonld,  he  thought, 
place  this  subject  before  the  Honse  in  a  position 
to  afford  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  misap- 
prehension which  really  existed,  and  deprive 
every  man  everywhere  <tf  all  pr^ext  for  main- 
taining that  sonthon  fmperty  and  sonUiem 
rights  are  in  danger. 

Mr.  T.  then  moved  to  recoiuider  the  vote  just 
pven  by  the  House  in  favor  of  considering  this 
petition,  and  sud,  if  tUs  modon  is  adoptM,we 
shall  then  have  this  petition  before  ns  in  the 
position  in  which  it  was  placed  when  first 
presented  to  the  House.  In  the  vote  given  in 
&vor  of  considering  this  memorial,  many 
members  had  been  nndonbtedly  taken  by  sur- 
prise. Some  members  who  are  in  &vor  of 
r^ecting  this,  and  other  similar  memorials,  and 
others  who  are  in  favor  of  receiving  and  then 
laying  on  the  table  this  and  all  petitions  of  like 
import,  united  in  the  vote  which  he  had  moved 
to  reconsider.  This  strange  combination  could 
not  have  been  created  without  a  mistake  some- 
where. Gentlemen  must  have  supposed  that 
by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  to  consider  this 
memorial,  the  difficulty  which  has  arisen  by 
reason  of  the  decision  of  the  Chdr  would  ^one 
be  removed;  and  that,  instead  of  postponing 
until  to-morrow  all  action  on  this  subject,  we 
would  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  it,  either  by  a 
vote  to  r^ect  or  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Kr.  Fbttoh  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  to 
reconsider.  He  wonld  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  any  remarks  again,  but  for  the  po- 
sition assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York.  That  gentleman  contended  that  the  right 
of  petition  was  a  sacred  right,  guaranteed  to 
every  American  cidsen  under  the  ofHtstitutaon ; 


and  that  the  Honse  had  no  right  to  deprive 
them  of  the  exercise  of  that  right,  1^.  F.  said 
they  had  the  right  to  peUtion,  and  to  think  and 
to  say  what  they  pleased ;  and,  fnrtJier,  they 
had  the  right  to  send  any  matter  they  choose 
throughout  all  the  country,  without  regard  to 
consequences,  and  that  House  had  no  power  to 
resist  it.  But,  then,  he  churned  that,  when  it 
came  to  that  House,  the  r^>resentatives  had 
the  right  to  treat  it  and  dispose  of  it  in  such 
manner  as  they  thought  best  Was  the  sacred 
right  of  petition  any  dearer  than  many  other 
sacred  rights — the  right  to  property,  to  liberty, 
and  to  life  ? 

Hr.  RiPLET  sud  that  in  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  care  shomd  be  taken 
rather  to  allay  the  public  feeling  than  to  add 
to  the  existing  excitement.  The  right  of  peti- 
tion was  a  solemn  one,  and  bad  been  guaranteed 
from  the  time  of  tnoffita  eharta  to  the  present 
moment.  Our  citizens  have  a  right  to  petition 
for  a  change  of  their  constitution,  and,  indeed, 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  government. 
Every  decorous  iremorial  should  be  received ; 
but,  when  received)  it  is  in  die  power  of  the 
Honse  to  dinKMe  of  it  as  it  may  dean  prefer. 
The  motion  to  reject  this  petition  was  an  inci- 
pient question,  and,  in  his  opinion,  should  take 
precedence. 

Hr.  Wise  was  for  sustaining  the  motion  to 
recon»der;  and,  for  one,  could  testify  that  he 
had  voted  under  a  misapprehension.  In  voting 
for  the  motion  to  consider  the  petition,  be 
thought  he  was  voting  to  have  a  direct  decision 
of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina.  Be  was  intending  to 
bring  the  Honse  also  to  a  direct  decision  of  the 
question,  and  had  no  idea  after  the  House  had 
decided  if  would  consider  the  petition,  that  the 
connderation  itself  would  be  evaded. 

Hr.  yf,  had  misapprehended  in  anothOT  par^ 
tionlar.  He  had  not  understood  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  be  to  con- 
sider the  petition  to-da^,  but  to  consider  his  mo- 
tion to  reject  the  petition,  which  was  what  Hr. 
W.  wished  to  consider.  So  help  him  God,  he 
never  wished  to  consider  the  petition  of  an  in- 
cendiary, but  he  would  consider  the  motion  to 
reject  the  petition,  and  he  warned  the  gentie- 
maa  from  South  Carolina  that  these  wa«  die 
means  of  evading  his  motion. 

Hr.  Hammond  said  it  had  been  far  from  his 
intention,  when  he  made  the  motion  he  did,  to 
throw  a  firebrand  into  that  House.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  hoped  by  it  to  exclude  one 
from  the  House.  .He  thought  the  motion  a  very 
umple  and  direct  one ;  and,  ignorant  as  he  was 
of  ttie  roles  of  the  Honse,  he  had  no  idea  that 
the  House  had  it  not  in  its  power  to  protect  its 
own  dignity,  and  the  feelings  of  its  members, 
by  r«geoting  Instanter  any  thing  calculated  to 
affect  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  the  House 
had  no  such  rule,  the  rule  o£  common  sense 
ought  to  govern  it. 

Mr.  FiBBGB,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  had 
no  disposition  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this 
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deeply  exciting  qaestioii  at  any  time,  and  his 
respect  for  the  roles  of  the  Honse  would  pre- 
vent his  attempting  to  do  eo,  under  the  motttm 
of  the  gentleman  man.  Haryland  ^Ir.  Tooicas) 
to  reMmnder ;  vhioh  motioa  he  hoped  wtrala 
be  vttlidrawii,  and  then  the  motion  of  Hie 
gentkmin  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Bbabdsixt,) 
BO  fiff  modified  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  wlio  are  most  sensitive  upon  mis  agitating 
question ;  and  be  rose  to  add  his  reqnest  to  the 
nggeatioQ  made  hy  his  Mend  (he  hoped  he 
n^t  so  call  him)  from  Yirfpnia.  This  was 
not  the  last  memorial  of  the  same  character 
Thich  Toidd  be  sent  here.  It  was  perfectly 
qqwrent  that  the  question  mnst  be  met  now, 
or  at  some  fiitare  time,  folly  and  explicitly,  and 
mdi  an  expression  of  this  Honse  given  as  could 
leave  no  posnble  room  to  donbt  as  to  the  (pin- 
ions and  sentiments  entertained  by  its  members. 

Qb.  P»)  indeed,  oouridered  the  overwhelm- 
ing vote  of  the  Hoiue  the  other  day,  laying  a 
memnU  of  oimllar  tenor,  and,  he  beUeved, 
the  Bune  in  terms,  upon  the  table,  as  fixing 
mwa  it  the  stamp  of  reprobation.  He  sopposed 
that  an  sections  of  the  ooontiy  woold  be  satis- 
fied with  that  expression ;  bnt  gentlemen  seem- 
ed now  to  consider  the  vote  as  equivocal  and 
eraBire.  He  was  unwilling  tbat  any  imputation 
abonid  rest  npon  the  Korai,  in  consequence  of 
ttte  nusgnided  and  &nafical  zeal  of  a  few — 
eomparatively  very  few— who,  however  honest 
mifht  have  been  their  purposes,  he  believed 
bad  done  incalculable  mischief  fmd  whose 
movements  he  knew  received  no  more  sanction 
unoDg  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the 
Kortb,  then  they  ^d  at  the  South.  For  one, 
ke,  (Kr.  P.,)  while  he  vonld  be  the  last  to  in- 
frinn  npcm  any  of  the  aaered  reserved  rights 
tl  the  poo^  wu  prepared  to  stamp  with  dis- 
mnobatiOD,  la  tihe  most  express  aodrnnequivo- 
eal  terms,  the  whole  movement  upoa  t2iis  sub- 
ject 

Ur.  PioKXNS  sidd  he  would  confine  himself  to 
wiiat  had  been  thrown  out  by  the  gentleman 
from  Kew  York.  That  gentleman  had  asked, 
vbj  was  it  that  discossion  was  dedred  upon 
that  fioorf  and  intimated  that  certain  fanatics, 
aa  ireU  in  the  Sonth  as  in  tlie  Nortb,  desired  to 
^tate  this  question.  Hr.  P.  desired  to  take 
that  qtportunity  to  throw  back  the  insinuation 
vith  aeora  and  contempt  Sir^  said  Hr.  P.,  we 
do  deaire  to  agitate  this  question.  'We  derire 
it,  became  ve  beHeve  we  have  bem  foully 
daadered  before  the  world ;  and  I  stand  here 
prepared,  at  any  time  when  the  question  shall 
eome  op,  to  vindicate  the  institutions  of  the 
people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent, 
from  the  fool  asperrion  and  calumny  thrown 
upon  them.  These  are  the  motives  which 
incmpt  08  to  de«re  discussion.  He  had  heard 
aome  itudnuationB  thrown  out  from  higher 
qnarters  than  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
uut  certain  gentlemen  of  the  South,  belonging 
to  a  certain  par^,  desired  the  discussion  of  this 
qaestion  to  advimce  the  interests  of  a  particular 
nffividaal ;  and  he  woold  again  r^eok  that  it 


was  a  fool  and  infamous  calumny,  and  those 
who  uttered  it  knew  it  to  be  sndh  whcm  th^ 
uttered  it. 

Hr.  HowABD  said,  in  order  to  check  even 
himself  in  debate,  and  with  a  view,  if  he  could, 
to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  House,  whether 
in  the  outset  he  was  right  or  not,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  motion  of  his  honorable  col- 
league, (lie.  Thouib,)  from  whom  it  gave  him 
great  pain  to  differ,  on  the  table. 

The  question  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— 
ayes  119,  noes  72. 


UoNDAT,  December  21. 
SloMry  in  tha  J)i»tiriet  of  Gobmbia. 

The  House  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
petitlmi  ftom  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Wrentham,  in  KaABaohnsetts,  pr»1ng  the 
abolition  (tf  davery  and  the  slave  tradeui  the 
Distriot  of  Odmnbia. 

The  motion  to  rtuJeet  the  petition  still  peokd- 
ing, 

Mr.  Owens  rose  to  address  the  House ;  bot^ 

Mr.  PiNOENKT  expressed  a  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject would  be  suspended,  in  order  to  present 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Kr.  Owens  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  reconcile  the  conflicting  opinions 
of  gentiemen  on  all  sides,  and  to  submit  certain 
propositions,  which,  he  trusted,  if  the  House 
would  accept,  woold  put  to  rest  this  agitating, 
delicate,  ana  dangerous  question.  It  was  use- 
less for  him  to  regret  that  1^  qaestion  Iwd 
been  brought  before  the  House.  It  was  usdess 
to  regret  that  this  question  had  been  the  satjject 
of  d^nsrion.  The  apple  o£  discord  had  beoi 
thrown  into  the  House. 

Mr.  O.  then  sent  the  following  resolotioos  to 
the  COiair,  which  were  read : 

Setolvtd,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Honse,  the 
questJcm  of  the  aboUtion  of  alaverj  bi  the  District 
of  ColamUa  ought  not  to  be  entwtidDed  by  Om- 


And  be  it  Jvrthtr  rUolved,  That  in  case  any  pe- 
titiODs,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  Is  the 
deliberate  opiaioa  of  this  House  that  the  same  onght 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  readinj^ 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  relating  to 
it,  on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  140,  nays  76. 

So  the  petition,  and  all  the  motions  depend- 
ing thereon,  were  ordered  to  Ue  npon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pattok  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  House,  by  which  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District,  presented  by  a  gentl©- 
man  from  Massadiusetts,  (Mr.  Bmaos,)  was 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Distiiot  of 
Columbia. 

The  motion  having  been  taken  up, 
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Ur.  Patton  said  that  the  vote  which  had 
been  jnst  taken  anunst  snqwnding  the  roles 
for  the  pttrpose  of  taking  np  the  resc^ntion 
offered  by  we  gentleman  from  Geoi^a,  (Kr. 
OwiNa.)  must  hare  convinced  the  House,  and 
especiulj  those  gentlemen  from  the  Sonth  who 
had  voted  for  laying  the  former  petition  on  the 
table,  inoonsiatently  with  their  vote  on  Friday 
last  npon  the  satne  proposition,  of  the  futility 
of  any  ench  scheme  as  had  been  proposed  for 
procnring  a  direct  vote  of  the  Honse  apon  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petitions  that  had 
been  offered,  and  would  continne  to  be  offered, 
praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Oolmnbi&  Those  with  whom  he  felt  and 
acted  on  this  question  gave  t2d8  an)BreDUy 
biconmstent  vote  under  tne  heUef  that  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  suspending  the  mles 
to  tftke  up  tiie  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
ftcm  Georgia.  They  so  calculated,  and  were 
deceived  or  mistaken.  I,  said  Mr.  P.,  had  no 
eonfidenoe  in  such  calculation,  and  was  not 
mistaken.  That  vote,  said  Hr.  P.,  I  think,  has 
ftirther  demonstrated  that  it  is  idle  to  attempt 
to  avoid  this  subject  by  any  parliamentary 
manceavre,  and  that  the  only  way  of  obtaining 
a  direct  vote  npon  the  great  and  interesting 
qnestions  embraced  by  them,  is  by  making  a 
proposition  presenting  the  question  growmg 
«ut  of  the  petitifmB  in  connection  with  the  peti- 
tions thenuelvea. 

Mr.  ^)eaker,  It  is  necessary  that  this  House 
should  be  apprised  and  folly  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  quieting  the  anxiety,  the  agita- 
tion, and  the  alarm  for  the  institutions  of  the 
country,  which  are  abroad  in  the  luid;  and 
that  as  the  means,  perhaps  the  only  means,  of 
doing  so,  it  should  meet  Utose  quMtions  direct- 
ly, and  dispose  of  them  decisively  and  perma- 
nently. I  am  ready  to  meet  these  questions ; 
and  I  believe  I  express  the  universal  sentiment 
I  of  the  representation  &om  the  South,  in  saying 
they  -are  ready  to  meet  it ;  and  while  we  do 
not  desire  discussion,  and  for  one  I  will  do 
nothing  to  provoke  it,  at  the  same  time  we  will 
;  not,  we  cannot,  we  dare  not,  shrink  from  it,  if 
,  it  be  forced  npon  us  froix  other  qnarters.  I 
(prefer  voting  upon  the  questions  at  once,  and 
without  discustnon,  if  possible.  If  this  subject 
must  be  discussed,  it  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
it  is  hoped  will  be  discussed,  in  the  spirit 
which  ought  to  charaoterise  members  of  the 
same  political  family,  and  alike  imbued  with 
the  patriotic  purpose  of  rendering  permanent 
this  great  and  glorious  Union. 

Let  the  vote  referring  this  petition  be  recon- 
sidered, a  reference  made  by  inadvertence,  and 
then  the  petition  will  be  open  again  for  con- 
sideration ;  and,  in  connection  with  it,  let  the 
principles  involved  in  the  petition  be  presented 
for  the  condderation  and  deoidon  of  uie  House 
in  some  form,  which  will  show  distinctly  and 
unequivocally  that  a  m^ority  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  of  the  Korth,  as  well 
as  of  the  South,  are  opposed  to  the  schemes  of 
the  abditioiiists,  and  also  to  the  efforts  wlu^ 
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are  makiiig  to  interfere  with  the  sulject  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Let  It  be 
shown,  if  it  be  so,  that  there  is  such  a  majority 
opposed  to  an  interference  with  slavery  in  thU 
District,  not  npon  considerations  merely  tempo- 
rary, and  inflnenced  by  existing  political  cir- 
cumstance, but  upon  those  high  and  paramount 
conmderations  which  belong  to  the  great  rights 
of  property,  as  well  as  individual  and  politioal 
safety,  which  are  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  re- 
consider this  vote  would  not  prevail ;  and  he 
expressed  this  hope  for  the  very  reason  which 
the  gentieman  from  Yir^nia  Qlr.  Patton)  had 
assigned  for  voting  in  &vor  <u  the  motion.  It 
^>peBrs  to  me  (said  Kr.  A.)  that  the  only  way 
of  getting  this  question  from  the  view  of  the 
House  and  of  the  nation,  is  to  dispose  of  all 
petitions  on  the  subject  in  the  same  way.  This 
Is  not  a  new  opinion ;  I  assumed  this  portion 
in  my  very  first  act  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
from  the  very  time  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  22d  Congress,  At  tiiat 
time  fifteen  petitions  were  tra^mitted  to  me, 
not  from  my  own  constituents,  but  from  citizens 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, wiUi  a  request  that  I  would  present 
them  to  the  House.  Sir,  I  did  so  in  homage  to 
the  sacred  right  of  petititm— -a  right  which,  in 
whatever  maoner  it  may  be  treated  by  other 
members  of  this  House^  shall  nevw  be  treated 
by  me  other  than  with  respect 

But,  not  being  in  &vor  of  the  object  of  the 
petitions,  I  then  gave  notice  to  the  Honse  and 
to  the  country,  that  upon  the  supposition  that 
these  petitions  had  been  transmitted  to  me 
under  the  expectation  that  I  should  present 
them,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  say,  I  should  not  sup- 
port them.  And,  sir,  the  reason  which  I  gave 
at  that  time  for  declining  to  support  them  was 
precisely  the  same  reason  which  the  genti(»nan 
from  Yii^nia  now  gives  for  reconsidering  this 
motion — namely,  to  keep  the  ^soossion  of  the 
subject  out  of  uie  House.  I  sud,  ar,  that  I 
b^ieved  this  disoosdon  would  be  altogether 
nnprofitable  to  the  House  and  to  the  country ; 
but,  in  d^brenoe  to  the  sacrod  rl^t  of  petition, 
I  moved  that  these  fifteen  petitions,  all  of  which 
were  numerously  signed,  should  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  at 
the  head  of  which  was,  at  that  time,  a  distin- 
guished dtizen  of  Tirg^iiia,  now,  I  r^et  to  saj 
— and  the  whole  country  has  occasion  to  regret 
— no  more.  These  petitions  were  thus  referred, 
and,  ^ter  a  diort  period  of  time,  the  cburman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
made  a  report  to  this  House,  which  report  was 
read,  and  unanimously  accepted ;  and  nothing 
more  has  been  heard  of  these  petitions  from 
that  day  to  this.  In  taking  the  course  I  then 
took,  I  was  not  sustained  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  my  own  constituents;  there  were 
many  among  them,  persons  as  respectable,  and 
as  entitled  to  oondderation  as  any  others,  who 
disapproved  <tf  the  oonrse  I  panned  coi  that 
oceaaon. 
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Attempts  were  made  within  the  district  I 
titen  Tq>reHnted,  to  get  np  meetings  ot  the 
people  to  instruct  me  to  porsne  a  different 
eonrae,  or  to  midtiplj  petitlo&s  of  the  same 
eharaoter.  These  eSorta  were  ocmtinned  dur^ 
ing  the  whole  of  that  long  session  of  Congress ; 
bat,  I  am  gratified  to  add,  without  any  other 
retralt  than  that,  from  one  single  town  of  the 
district  which  I  had  the  honor  to  represent,  a 
solitary  petiUon  was  forwarded  before  the 
dose  of  tiie  sesaion,  with  a  retjnest  that  I 
would  present  it  to  the  Hoose.  Su-,  I  did  pre- 
sent it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  same  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  and  Z 
bdieT*  nothins  more  has  been  heard  of  it 
dnoe.  I^om  ue  ezperienee  (tf  this  session,  I 
was  perfeoUy  satined  that  ttie  Ime  and  onljr 
nnthod  of  kee^ng  tliis  eabject  ont  of  discussion 
was,  to  take  tbat  course ;  to  refer  tJl  petitions 
of  tiiis  kind  to  the  ComnUttee  on  the  District 
of  Oolnmbia,  or  some  other  Committee  of  the 
HoDse,  to  receive  their  report,  and  to  accept  it 
nnanimonslj.  This  does  equal  jasUce  to  all 
parties  in  the  coontrjr ;  it  aroids  tlie  discnssdon 
of  this  agitating  qnestion  on  the  one  hand,  and, 
on  the  othoTj  it  pays  a  dae  respect  to  the  right 
of  the  oonstitnent  to  petition. 

Two  years  afterwards,  similar  petitions  were 
presented,  and  ai.  that  time,  an  effort  mode, 
without  aoooesa,  to  do  that  which  has  now  been 
done  SDOoeasftdfy  in  one  instance.  An  effort 
was  nude  to  1^  these  petitions  on  the  taUe ; 
the  Hoose  did  not  aooede  to  Hie  proportion : 
they  referred  the  petitions  as  they  had  been  be- 
fore referred,  and  with  the  same  resnlt  For, 
from  the  moment  tbat  these  petitions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
hnabia,  they  go  to  the  fimuly  Taolt  "  of  all  the 
GapTil^"  am  yon  will  never  hear  of  them 
afterwards 

At  tiie  first  session  of  the  last  Congress,  a 
gentleman  from  the  State  of  New  York,  a  dis- 
tingnished  member  of  this  House,  now  no  longer 
here,  which  I  regret  to  say,  although  I  do  not 
donbt  that  his  place  is  well  supplied,  presented 
<xie  or  more  petitions  to  this  effect,  and  deliv- 
ered a  loog  and  eloquent  meeoh  of  two  hoars 
in  support  of  them.  And  what  was  the  result  ? 
He  was  not  answered :  not  a  word  was  said, 
but  the  vote  of  the  House  was  taken ;  the  peti- 
tions were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District,  and  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of 
them  since.  At  the  same  session,  or  probably 
at  the  very  last  session,  a  distinguished  member 
of  this  House,  from  the  State  of  Oonneoticnt, 
presented  one  or  more  petitions  to  the  some 
cfl^  and  declared  in  his  place  that  he  himself 
concurred  in  all  the  opinions  expressed.  Did 
tiiis  declaration  light  up  the  flame  of  discord  in 
this  House?  S&T,  he  was  heard  with  patience 
and  ctmiplaoenoT^.  He  moved  the  reference  of 
ibe  petitions  to  the  Oomndttee  on  the  District 
of  (MmnUa,  and  there  they  went  to  sleep  the 
de^  ct  death.  Hr.  Aoams  speaking  from  re- 
edleeticHi,  was  [the  B^xnrter  is  reque^ied  by  him 
to  state]  mistaken  with  respect  to  tiie  refiareooe 
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of  the  petitions  presented  at  .the  last  seunon  of 
Congress  to  the  committee.  They  were  then 
for  the  first  time  laid  on  the  table,  as  was  the 
motion  to  print  one  of  them.  At  the  preceding 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  as  at  lUl  former 
times,  all  such  petitions  had  been  referred  to 
committees  and  printed  when  so  desired.  Whj 
not  adopt  the  same  course  now  t  Here  is  a  pe- 
tition which  has  been  already  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  Leave 
it  there,  and  my  word  for  it,  sir,  you  will  have 
just  such  a  resnlt  as  has  taken  place  time  after 
time  before.  Your  Committee  on  the  District 
certainly  is  not  an  abolition  committee.  Yon 
will  have  a  fit,  proper,  and  able  report  from 
them ;  the  House,  nw  tOmtio,  will  adopt  it,  and 
yon  wHl  hear  no  more  about  it.  Bat  if  yon  are 
to  reconnder  the  vote,  and  to  Itqr  these  p^ 
tions  on  the  table ;  if  yon  come  to  the  resolu- 
tion that  this  House  wUl  not  receive  any  more 
petitions,  what  will  be  the  consequence  I  In  a 
lai^  portion  of  this  country  every  individa^ 
member  who  votes  with  you  will  be  left  at 
home  at  the  next  election,  and  some  one  will 
be  sent  who  is  not  prepared  to  lay  these  peti- 
tions on  the  table. 

^at  will  be  the  next  consequence  1  Sir, 
you  will  have  dlscossion ;  and,  to  my  regret  I 
say  it,  discussion  has  been  called  for  and  chal- 
lenged upon  this  floor.  It  has  been  challenged. 
And  what  will  the  discussion  amount  tot  A 
cUseusNon  upon  the  maxita  of  slavery.  Sir,  on 
snch  a  discusnon  every  speech  made  by  a  Rep- 
resentative from  the  north  of  Mason  and  Diton's 
line,  in  tbis  House,  will  be  an  incendiary  pam- 
phlet, and  what  will  yon  do  with  them  ?  The 
speeches  of  my  colleagues,  probably  of  myselii 
will  be  incendiary;  because,  if  discussion  is 
thmst  upon  us,  I  doubt  not  I  might  make  a 
8[>eech  as  incendiary  as  any  pamphlet  upon 
which  snch  torrents  of  denunciation  have  been 
poured  n-pon  us.  If  I  were  capable  of  the  craven 
and  recreant  spirit  of  shrinking  from  expresung, 
not  probably  so  much  my  own  sentiments  as 
those  of  my  constituents)  I  shoold  go  home  to  | 
their  scorn,  and  they  would  send  here  a  man 
who  would  represent  them  more  Mthftilly. 

Well,  sir,  what  becomes  of  these  incendiary 
pamphlets,  the  speeches  in  this  House,  if  Ubiej 
go  to  tiie  public?   What  will  be  done  wiw 
them  by  the  public  press?   The  newspapers 
report  these  speeches;  every  speech  is  circu- 
lated through  your  whole  country;  and  how 
can  you  arrest  it  ?   Will  you  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  members  of  this  House  shall  not 
speak  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  sublime  merr  \ 
its  of  slavery  ?   You  must  have  a  resolution  of  ] 
this  kind,  to  follow  the  one  laid  upon  your  table  / 
this  moming — a  resolution  that  no  member  of  ' 
this  House  dull  dare  to  utter  an  incendiary; 
sentiment  ?  And  what  is  that  incendiary  sen*J 
timent  t   Why,  it  is,  in  substance,  the  content^ 
of  these  pamphlets.   Well,  rfr,  yon  bej^  wlthv 
sappr«^g  Uie  right  of  petition ;  yon  must 
next  suppress  the  i^t  of  roeech  in  this  House ; 
for  yon  must  offer  a  ^Intion  that  every  mem- 
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,  ber  who  dares  to  express  a  sentiment  of  this 
kind  shall  be  expelled,  or  that  the  speeches  shall 
not  go  forth  to  the  pnblio — shall  not  he  circu- 
lated. What  will  be  the  consequence  then? 
Ton  suppress  the  right  of  petition ;  yon  sup- 
press the  freedom  of  speech ;  the  freedom  of  the 

;  press,  and  the  freedom  of  religion ;  for,  in  the 
minds  of  manj  worthy,  hooest,  and  honorable 
men,  fimatics,  if  you  pleaae  bo  to  call  them,  this 
is  a  religious  question,  in  which  they  act  under 
what  they  believe  to  be  a  sense  of  duty  to  their 
God:  and,  however  erroneous  may  be  tbeir 
(Mmdn^ons,  it  is  not  for  me,  nor  for  this  House, 
to  judge  th^.  Therefore,  sir,  in  deference  to 
what  has  been  heretofore  the  usage  of  this 
House,  in  deference  to  the  respect  which  is  dne 
to  the  right  of  petition,  and  the  respect  which 
is  doe  to  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  free- 

'  dom  of  the  press,  and  f^edom  of  reli^on,  I 
hope  that  this  petition  will  be  leil  where  it  has 
been  placed  by  the  House,  in  the  possession  of 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Oblnmbia,  and 
that  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  it 
^Hr.  Thohpsok  said:  As  to  disoosnog  this 
mldeot  before  any  human  tribunal,  I  wiU  not. 
I  wiU  not  condescend  to  vindicate  to  this  Hoose 
or  elsewhere,  this  or  any  other  of  our  domestio 
institotious.  It  is  no  affair  of  yours ;  yon  have 
no  fi^t  to  touch  it,  still  less  to  demand  a  rea- 
son  of  us  for  its  continuance.  Tia  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  Hr.  Piebob,  and  I  must 
say  that  bis  voice  sounded  in  my  ear  as  the 
voice  of  a  friend,  said  that  we  of  the  Sooth, 
could  not  know  the  state  of  things  at  the 
Korth;  that  in  his  district  there  was  not  one 
abolitionist  in  five  hundred.  If  I  did  not  know 
it  before,  I  do  now,  sir,  because  he  has  said  so. 
Let  me  say,  in  my  turn,  that  he  does  not  know 
the  state  of  feeling  at  the  South,  and  I  do,  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  all  my  responsibilities, 
dedare  that,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  will  sati^ 
the  excited,  the  almost  frwided  South,  hnt  an 
indignant  rejection  of  these  petitions;  snch  a 
rejection  as  will,  at  the  same  time  that  it  re- 
qiecta  the  right  of  petitioning,  express  the 
predetermination,  the  foregone  conclusion,  of 
the  Hoose  on  the  subject — a  rejection,  sir, 
that  will  satisfy  the  South,  and  serve  as  an  in- 
dignant rebuke,  to  the  fanatics  of  the  Korth. 
But  we  are  told  that  such  a  course,  whilst  it 
would  satisfy  the  South,  would  oflFend  the  peo- 
ple of  the  N  orth.  How  so,  sir  ?  I  had  thought 
that  it  was  the  South,  that  was  interfered  with, 
the  Booth  that  was  iqjnred,  that  it  was  the 
South  that  was  to  be  satisfied.  Who  is  it  at 
the  Korth  that  we  are  to  conciliate!  The 
fianatiost  Fanatics,  did  I  say,  sir!  Kever  be- 
fore was  so  vile  a  hand  dignified  with  that  name. 
They  are  murderers,  foul  murderers,  accessories 
befwe  the  fact,  and  they  know  it,  of  murder, 

}  robbery,  rape,  infanticide.  Sir,  this  question 
must  be  settled ;  if  I  may  so  speak,  it  must  be 
killed;  a  just  regard  to  the  rif^ts  and  feelings  of 
the  South,  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
great  republic,  the  permanency  of  our  institu- 
tion^ donand  it ;  in  abort,  sir,  every  oonsiderar 


[DatmBBB,  188S. 

tion  which  can   address  itself  to  a  patriot 
demands  it.   Tea,  sir,  in  the  presence  of  the 
armed  monarchies  of  Europe,  with  all  the  | 
powerful  dements  both  on  this  and  the  other  I 
side  of  the  AUantio,  already  in  inciineat  com-  I 
motion,  already  rumbling  in  their  deep  crater,  I 
he  is  wilfully  blind  who  does  not  see  that  the  j 
time  is  not  i^tant  when  union,  concert,  all  the  i 
patriotinn,  all  the  virtue,  all  the  wisdom  of  our  | 
whole  oonntry,  will  be  demanded.   Shall  wcl 
sir,  continue  to  stir  this  most  prdifio  source  of  , 
discord,  f^e,  of  hatred,  or  dtall  we  settle  it,  and 
forever! 


TuHSDAT,  December  23. 
SUnery  in  (he  DUtriet  of  Cohtmhia. 

The  question  being  that  depending  from  yes- 
terday, on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Patton,  for  a  re- 
considetBtion  of  the  vote  by  which  a  memorial 
praying  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  District — 

Hr.  Geanorb,  of  New  York,  said: 

Sir,  who  are  these  petitioners!  They  are 
persons  who,  looking  to  the  letter  of  the  con- 
stitution of  their  oonntry,  and  finding  there  that 
Congress  has  the  right  of  exclusive  legislation 
for  this  District,  and  not  looking  beyond  that, 
to  the  grants  of  session  by  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  to  see  under  what  reser- 
vations those  grants  were  made  and  accepted ; 
and  without  stopping  to  ask  the  still  more 
important  qnestion,  whether  the  reddents  of 
the  Distiict  of  Columbia  require  any  interfer- 
ence, suppose  that  Congress  have  the  right  to 
legiEdate  upon  this  subject.  Starting  upon  this 
attract  proposition,  they  have  supposed  they 
had  a  right  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  this  Honse^ 
and  to  ask  that  the  seat  of  Government  of  a 
free  nation  dhonld  he  inhaUted  by  those  only 
who  are  free. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  these  petition- 
ers ;  and  I  can  never  consent  that  they  should 
be  designated  as  murderers,  or  that  thdr 
names  &oold  be  mingled  with  those  <^  the 
abolitiimisti. 


'Wednesdat,  December  28. 
SUnery  in  th6  District  nf  CohtmHa. 
Mr.  Uaitn,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  l^e  House,  by 
a  vote  of  104  to  79,  and  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration beiiig  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
i^rmative. 

Mr.  Owens  s^d,  in  consequence  of  the  wide 
range  which  the  debate  had  takeo,  he  had 
determined  to  move  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  discnsdon  upon  the  motion  to  commit. 
The  same  course  he  should  pursue  in  regard  to 
every  nmilar  petition  which  might  be  pre- 
sented. His  resolutions  on  the  subject,  which 
be  bad  indicated  to  the  House,  he  wocUid  offer 
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wbeD  the  States  were  called  for  resolattons. 
He  raored  to  l&j  the  .petition  and  the  motion 
to  eommit  on  the  table. 

lb.  WiBK  made  a  point  of  order.  Had  not 
the  motioD  to  reject  pnoedanoe  of  the  motion 
to  1*7  OD  the  table? 

The  Chub  said  no  motion  to  reject  was  be- 
fore the  Boose,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable. 

Kr.  WisB  called  for  the  jets  and  najs  on  the 
^tm^oOf  and  thej  were  oraered. 

the  qMstitn  bong  taken,  it  was  detmmned 
in  t&e  affirmative,  as  follows : 

Tus. — Uean  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashler, 
Bak,  Bean,  Beanldejr,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Boiil<fin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bocbanan, 
Bunch,  Bnrns,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Caaej,  George 
Chanben,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  CleTeland, 
CoKe,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crdg,  Cramer, 
Crane,  CoAman,  Daris,  Deberry,  Bickerson,  Double* . 
day,  Bromgode,  Donlap,  Eftter,  Fairfield,  Fartin, 
Forester,  Fowler,  FreAch,  PUlo  C.  Fuller,  William 
K.  FoDer,  Ganwaith,.  OOlet,  GraTes,  Haley,  Joseph 
Hill,  Hamer,  Hannenui,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  S. 
^rriaoB,  Albert  O.  Harrison,  Hayoes,  Henderson, 
Hobey,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huat- 
iogton,  Hontsman,  lagersoU,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jack* 
MB,  Jarris,  Joeef^  Johnson,  lUchard  H.  Johnson, 
Care  JcAnsoo,  Benjamin  Jones,  Judson,  Keonon, 
EilgDfe,  Kiniwrd,  Klingoosmith,  Lane,  Lan^ng, 
I^rtc,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Le«, 
leooard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Uaan,  Job 
Mum,  Vartin,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Mason, 
Hoses  Mason,  Bamson  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McEim,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Mohlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parka,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Ticroe,  Pb^M,  nBckney,  Rencber,  John  Reynolds, 
Josc|ih  Beynolda,  Ripley,  Roane,  Schenck,  Seymour, 
Aagwttne  H.  ^epherd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith, 
Sputgler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Satberiand,  Taliaferro, 
njw,  nKHnas,  John  Thomson,  Toncey,  Turrill, 
0ader<rDod,  Yanderpoel,  Vintonf  Wegener,  Ward, 
Waafaingtoo,  Webeter,  Wedu,  Lewis  WIDiaoHi, 
Oerrod  Williams— 144. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bri^,  John  Calboou,  William  B. 
Ch&oim,  Campbell,  John  Chambers,  ChOds,  Clu- 
bone,  dark,  CnAiiw^  Benny,  Evans,  Everett, 
Janes  Gariand,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Grayson,  Grennell,  OtiflSn,  Hitand  Hall, 
^mmond,  Hard,  Harper,  Hazettine,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
WiUiam  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jonei^  Lairier,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln, 
Lore,  Lyon,  Maury,  McCarty,  MeComas,  HeKennan, 
BIHgin,  Morris,  Patton,  Dntee  J.  Pesrce,  James 
A  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rob* 
crtson,  Rogers,  Rossell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Slade, 
Spragne,  Waddy  Thompsoo,  Towns,  WUte,  Whit- 
lleaey.  Wise— «T. 

So  the  petition  and  &e  motion  to  oommit 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


WxDinsDAT,  December  80. 

Sepretentatite  from  Mickigan. 

Mr.  BsABMLET  Bud  it  was  within  the  roool- 
eetian  of  tlie  Hooae  that,  a  few  days  Bince^  he 
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had  moved  that  the  gentleman  who  had  pre- 
sented himself  there  as  a  representative  from 
what  is  called  the  State  of  Michigan,  be  per- 
mitted to  occnpy  a  seat  on  the  floor  daring 
the  sittings  of  the  Hoose.  It  seemed  dne 
from  himself  that  he  should  ask  the  House  to 
consider  that  motion ;  but,  before  doing  eo,  he 
wished  to  suggest  that  he  designed  to  modify 
his  proposition,  by  merely  asking  the  Eonse  to 
permit  that  gentleman  to  come  within  the  hall 
dorinff  the  sittings  of  the  House  in  the  oharao-  * 
ter  of  a  spectator;  tiiat,  he  trusted,  woold  be 
acceptable  to  the  whole  Honse;  and  he  had 
done  it  with  reference  to  former  precedents, 
particidarly  that  of  the  Stato  of  Tennessee. 
Mr.  B.  then  sent  his  modified  proposition  to  the 
Ohwr,  to  be  read  from  the  Clerk's  table,  for  the 
information  of  the  Honse,  and  was  as  follows : 

Sesotved,  That  Isaac  E.  Crary,  who  cUuma  to  have 
been  duly  elected  a  member  of  this  House,  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  spectator  within  the  hall  during  the  ut- 
tings  <^  this  House. 

Objection  being  made, 

Hr.  BsAjmsLET  mov^  to  onspend  the  rules 
of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  make  the  motion, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BBA3DSLET  then  moved  the  foregoing 
resolution;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  acyoumed. 


TTT1SDA.T,  December  81, 

Messrs.  Claibobxb  and  Dioebos,  Representr 
atlves  firom  the  Stato  of  Mississippi,  appeared, 
were  qoalified,  and  took  their  seats. 


WxDHBDAT,  Janoary  6, 1886. 
Seminole  ffoetilitUa. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OAMBBBtBNa,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stato  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Conkok  tn  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAHBRELSNa,  tiie  oom- 
mittee proceeded  to  consider  the  following  bill : 

J.  bill  makutg  m  tyapropn«tum  for  repnating  hot- 
tilitiet  eommeneed  by  the  Seminole  Indiant. 
Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  the  som  of  $60,000  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  ^iproiffiated,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  expenses  attencUng  the  repression  of  hos- 
tilities commraced  by  the  Seminole  Inffians  in 
Florida. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  sn^eot  was  read ;  when 

Mr.  OAHBHBUsa  briefly  adverted  to  the 
depr^lations  committed  by  the  Semmdea,  th^ 
haviug  laid  wasto  and  desolated  the  ootrnfay 
for  eighty  miles,  &o. 

JSt,  Vinton  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  was  in  posse^on  of  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  cause  of  this  war,  or  who 
commenced  itf 

Mr.  CAMBKBUtNG  Wild  he  had  in  his_  possea- 
alon  a  patdcage  of  doonments  oontaining  tho 
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desired  information.  The  disturbance  had 
grown  ont  of  a  tre&t7  with  the  Seminolea,  the 
execatioa  of  which  had  been  postponed  from 
time  to  time  by  them ;  and  when  a  portion  of 
these  Indiana  had  determined  to  remove,  two 
of  their  own  chiefs  had  been  mordered  by  them- 
selves, &c.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  could 
examine  the  correspondence  in  his  possession, 
and  he  would  be  able  to  satiaf/  himself  on  the 
mtdect. 

Mr.  YiNTON  incmired  when  the  treatr  alluded 
to  was  made  f  He  did  not  wish  to  delay  the 
passage  of  the  bill ;  but  if  it  was  the  treaty  of 
1823,  or  1824,  it  was  bis  intention  to  move  to 
amend  it  by  making  it  obli^tory  on  the  United 
States  to  carry  that  treaty  into  efTect. 

Mr.  OAXBBXLKsa  adverted  to  the  necessity 
of  apeedy  action  upon  this  subject  The  war 
was  progressing.  Fifteen  hnndred  Indians 
were  in  the  Beid,  aod  they  were  opposed  by 
only  aboat  two  hundred  troops.  Unless  speedily 
repressed,  they  wonld  probably  make  inroads 
npon  the  State  of  Georgia.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  de^red  to  raise  a  question  or  a 
debate  upon  tiie  treaty,  he  coold  select  another 
opportnnity,  without  embarrassing  the  present 
measure. 

Mr.  Ad^hs  siud :  Mr.  Speid:er,  I  propose  to 
amend  this  bill,  by  introducing,  alter  the  word 
"  to  be  expended,"  the  words  "  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to 
law."  Ky  objection  to  the  hill  as  it  now 
stands  is,  that  it  is  an  appropriation  rather  too 
indefinite ;  and  I  make  this  motion  nov,  more 
with  a  view  to  anticipate  what  I  presome  will 
be  an  amendment  proposed  in  another  place, 
than  for  any  other  consideration.  And  I  make 
it  now  the  more  readily,  becanse  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  the  case  of  a 
wmilar  appropriation,  not  only  the  appropria- 
tion itself  failed,  bnt  tiie  whole  bill  to  which  it 
was  annexed  (and  an  extremely  important  <me 
it  was)  fiiiled  entirely,  as  I  nnderstood,  in  con- 
sequence <^  the  indefinite  nature  criF  tlie  appro- 
priation. 

I  ask  the  gentleman,  tiierefore,  to  assent  to 
the  introduction  of  something  like  these  terms : 
"to  be  expended  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  conformably  to  law." 

Ur.  Oambbelbno  bod  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
l^dande. 


Wbdnbsdat,  January  13. 

Slatsery  in  the  DUtrict  of  €^o2uffl&ia. 

The  resolution,  heretofore  offered  bj  Ur. 
Jaxvis,  came  np  in  order : 

Jitaeived^  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  !o  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  be  it  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  the  aboIiUon  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
jColumbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  la  the  deliberate 
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opinion  of  the  House  that  the  same  ought  to  be 
laid  upon  the  table  withoutbeing  referred  or  printed. 

The  question  pending  was  the  following 
amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Wise  : 

Retolved,  1%at  there  is  no  power  of  legislation 
granted  by  the  constitution  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Statea  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and  that  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  will  be  not 
only  unauthorized  but  dangerous  to  ^e  union  of 
the  States. 

Mr.  Jasvis  mo^fied  his  resolution  as  follows : 
Whereas  any  attempt  in  this  House  to  agitate  the 
question  of  mvcry  is  calculated  to  disturb  the 
compromises  of  the  consUtution,  to  endanger  the 
Union,  and,  if  persisted  in,  to  destroy  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  the  country.  Therefore, 

Retolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the 
subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  not  to  be  entertained  by  Congress. 
And  it  is  further  resolved,  that  in  case  any  petition 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  be  hereafter  presented,  it  is  the  delib- 
erate ojdnlon  of  the  House  tbtt  the  same  ought  to 
be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  being  refernd  or 
printed. 

Mr.  Allan,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  as  modified,  and  the  amendment,  on 
the  table. 

The  qnestion  on  the  motion  to  1^  the  snb* 
ject  on  t^e  table  was  decided — ^yeas  68,  nays 
166. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  snli^eot  on 
the  table. 


MoKDJLT,  Febmary  6. 
Slavery  in  ihc  Dittriet     Columbia.  • 

iSr.  PnraKNKT  asked  the  consent  of  tiie 
HoQse  to  offer  the  resolution,  heretofore  indlca* 
ted  by  him  on  the  snbject  of  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  objection  being  made,  he  moved 
the  sn^nsion  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to 
offer  the  resolution.  Dedded  in  the  afflima- 
tive— yeas  138,  nays  66. 

Mr.  PiNOKRKT  then  submitted  the  fc^wing 
resolution : 

Re»oUed,  That  all  the  memorials  which  have  been 
offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented,  to  this 
House,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  also  the  resolutions  offered 
by  an  honorable  muDd>erih>m  Maine,  (Mr.  Jabtis,) 
with  the  amendment  thereto  proposed  bv  an  hoDor- 
able  meml>er  from  Vlr^mia,  (Mr.  Wise,}  and  every 
other  paper  or  proposition  that  may  be  submitted 
In  relation  to  that  subject,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  Instructions  to  report  that  Congress 
possesses  no  constitutional  authority  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  Institution  of  slaveiy  in  any  of 
the  States  of  tUs  confederacy;  and  that,  In  the 
opinion  of  this  House,  Congress  ought  not  to  in- 
terfere in  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  because  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  faith,  unwise,  Impolitic,  and  dangerous  to 
the  Union;  assigning  such  reasons  for  these  con- 
cluuons  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may 
be  best  calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  mind)  to 
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Savory  in  Aa  IXiiriot  >^  Cebimina. 
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teprea  afitatioo,  to  allay  exdtemeDt,  to  stutain 
iiul  preserve  the  Jtut  rights  of  the  Blsveholdiiig 
Sttlet  and  of  the  people  of  thia  INstrict,  and  to  re- 
establUfa  harmoojr  and  tranqnillity  amongst  the  Ta- 
lioBi  MCtiona  of  the  Union. 

Itr.  BoTD  moved  the  previona  question,  and 
H  wu  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  118, 
nayi  47.  8o  the  matQ  qaeetioa  was  ordered 
tobepnt 

Mr.  VnrroH  called  for  the  division  of  the 
rewhition  into  three  several  parts ;  so  that  the 
qneation  should  be  taken  on  the  following 
mises  separatelj: 

1.  *'Rttel^  That  all  the  memorials  which 
hare  been  offered,  or  may  hereafter  be  presented, 
to  thii  Honae,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  sUvery 
Ir  the  Diitriet  of  Cmnmbla,  and  also  the  resolu- 
tioiia  offered  by  an  honorable  monber  from  ICaine, 
(Mr.  Jastib,)  with  the  amendment  thereto  pro- 
posed  by  so  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
wm,)  and  every  other  paper  or  propo^Uon  that 
may  be  (ubmitted  ia  relation  to  that  sabject,  be 
lefetnd  to  a  nlect  committee.** . 

S.  "With  instmetioas  to  report  that  Congress 
poasema  no  constitational  authority  to  Interfere  in 
any  way  with  the  institation  of  daverj  in  any  of 
As  Stales  of  Uiis  oonitgdeiacy.*' 

8.  "And  that,  in  tiie  (pinion  of  this  Hoose,  Con- 
gnas  ought  not  to  intemre  in  any  vray  iritii  ala- 
verj  in  tne  District  of  Colombia,  because  it  vould 
be  a  violation  of  the  public  bith,  unwise,  kqxditio, 
■ad  dangeroos  to  the  Union," 

The  Chaih  stated  the  division  indioated  vas 
in  order,  and  the  decision  of  the  Ohair  was 
affirmed  by  the  Honse. 

The  qaestion  being  taken  on  the  first  member 
of  the  propositioD,  as  above  divided,  it  was 
dstemined  io  the  affirmative. 

So  the  first  clause  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  member  of  the  proposition  was 
detmoined  b^— yeas  201,  nays  7. 

So  the  aeocmd  olanm  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WiBK,  when  his  name  was  called,  rose 
nds^d:  treAuetOTOteataU  nponsnchaprop- 
oaitton ;  beeaose  to  affirm  any  proposition  by 
declaratory  resolation  is  to  admit  it  needs 
affirmation ;  and  beeaose  Congreae  has  no  con- 
ititational  power  either  to  affirm  or  deny  any 
pn^Kwition  whatever,  in  relation  to  slavery  in 
the  States. 

Hr.  PiMcicNKT  moved  that  the  genQeman  be 
excused  from  voting ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  qaestioa  being  about  to  be  taken  on  the 
third  branch  of  the  proposition— 

ICr.  UifDKBwooo  called  for  a  divinon  of  the 
^sstion  on  this  branch,  so  as  to  take  the  qnes- 
tM«  on  the  clause  declaring  that  Oongresa 
"  not  to  interfere  in  any  war  with  slavery 
ii  the  IHitriet  of  CkdnmUa,"  and  omitting  the 
iMMHU  thercdbr. 

lite  Ohaib  decided  that  the  ^vision  was  in 
ocder,  and  tiie  question  being  taken  on  the 
first  olanae  of  the  third  branch  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Eentad^,  (Mr.  Undkb- 
wooD,)  it  was  dedded  in  the  amnaalive,  as 
Inllowa: 


Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Chilton  Allai^,  Ajitfaony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Booldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Cbaney,  Chapman, 
Obapin,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne,  Cleveland,  Golfee,  Coles,  Connor,  Cni^ 
Cramer,  Coahmao,  Davis,  Deberry,  Dickcrson, 
Doobleday,  Dromgoote,  Dunlap,  Enter,  Fairfield, 
Farlin,  Forester,  French,  Fry,  William  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gill^t, 
Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardio,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  luwkinii,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holaey, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jabea  Jackson,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  H.  Johnson,  Gave  Jolm- 
son,  Henry  Johnson,  BenjamiD  Jones,  Judson, 
Kennon,  Eilgore,  Kinnard,  Elingensmith,  Lane, 
Laiudng,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Luke  L«a,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah 
Mann,  Job  Kann,  Manning,  Kartio,  John  T,  Mason, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  Maury,  May,  MoCo- 
nias,  McKay,  McKeon,  HoKIm,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Momn,  Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Fatten,  Franklhi 
Kerce,  Jamea  A.  Pearco,  Pettigrow,  Phelps,  Pinck- 
ney.  Bencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Roane, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shino, 
Sickles,  Smith,  Spangler,  Staadefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sutherbnd,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Weeks, 
White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams— 163. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Banks,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
George  Chambers,  Childa,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cuahing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett,  Phllo 
G.  Foller,  Granger,  Hard,  Hazeltine,  Heister,  Hoar, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jacbson,  Janes,  I<awrenco, 
Lay,  lincoln.  Love,  Samson  Mason,  HcCarty,' 
McEennan,  Morris,  Parlcer,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
PtuIUps,  Potts,  Reed,  Russell,  81oane«  Spragne,  Tin- 
ton,  Webster,  Whittlesey— 47. 

So  the  first  meml)er  of  the  third  clause,  as 

above  stated,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  remaining  part  of  the 
third  clause,  was  decided  by— yeas  127,  nays 
76, 

So  the  remunder  of  the  third  clause  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  remaining*  portion 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  read  as  follows : 

"Assigning  such  reasons  for  these  conclusions 
as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  may  be  best 
calculated  to  enlighten  the  public  mind,  to  repress 
agitation,  to  allay  excitement,  to  auat^n  and  pre- 
serve die  Just  rights  of  the  slavdiotding  States  and 
of  the  people  of  this  district,  and  to  re-establish 
harmony  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  'nrious  sec- 
tions of  the  Union." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
this  residne  of  the  resolation,  and  determined 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  167,  nays  6. 

So  the  whole  resolution  was  carried,  and  the 
committee  ordered  to  consist  of  nine. 

l£r.  Oakuhd,  of  Looisiana,  asked  the  con- 
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sent  of  the  Hoose  to  pennit  him,  and  also  the 

Sintiemen  from  Georgia  and  Yii^ia,  (Heesrs. 
LABOOCK  and  RoBntrsoir,)  to  enter  their  rea- 
sons on  the  Journal  for  the  vote  given  hj  them 
on  the  resolation  Just  adopted. 

Objections  being  made,  Hr.  Glasoooe  moved 
to  sospend  the  rules  for  tliat  purpose ;  which 
was  disagreed  to. 

United  StaUt  and  France, 
.The  Bpkaksb  laid  bef(a«  the  House  the 
following  Message  from  the  Preudent  of  the 
United  States: 

Ta  th»  8enaU  and  Boum  of  JUiffttentalvM  : 

Tlw  Govenment  of  6i«at  Britain  has  oftred  its 
uediatioD  for  the  adjustment  of  the  dispute  between 
the  United  States  and  France.  CarefuIIj  guarding 
that  point  Id  the  controversy,  which,  is  itlnvolves 
our  honor  and  Independence,  admits  of  no  compro- 
mise, I  have  cbeernilly  accepted  the  offer.  It  will 
be  obviously  improper  to  resort  even  to  the  mildest 
measure  of  a  eoropobmr  character,  until  it  is  ascer> 
talned  whether  Fnnce  has  declbied  ot  aeeepted  the 
mediation.  I  therefore  rec(anmend  a  suspnirioQ  of 
all  proceedings  on  that  part  of  nj  special  Message 
of  ^e  15th  of  Januarjlast,  which  proposes  a  partial 
non-intercourse  with  France.  While  we  cannot  too 
h^hly  appreciate  the  elevated  and  disinterested 
motives  of  the  offer  of  Great  Britain,  and  have  a 
Jost  reliance  upon  the  great  influence  of  that  power 
to  restore  the  relations  of  ancient  friendship  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  and  Icnow,  too, 
that  our  own  pacific  policy  viU  be  strictly  adhered 
to,  until  the  national  honor  compels  us  to  depart 
from  it,  we  should  be  iosenrible  to  the  exposed 
condition  of  our  country,  and  forget  the  lessons  of 
experience,  if  we  did  not  efficienttyand  seduloudy 
prepare  for  an  adverse  result.  Tha  peace  of  a 
nauOQ  does  not  depend  excludvely  upon  iu  own 
iriU,  nor  upon  the  bene&cent  policy  of  neighboring 
powers ;  and  that  nation  wUch  Is  found  totally 
nnprepared  for  the  exigencies  and  dangers  of  war, 
aluongh  it  come  without  having  given  warning  of 
its  approach,  is  crioiinally  negligent  of  its  honor 
and  Its  duty.  I  cannot  too  strongly  repeat  the 
recommendation  ilready  made  to  plaM  the  seaboard 
in  a  proper  state  of  defence,  and  promptly  to  pro- 
vide the  means  Dor  amjdy  protecting  oor  commerce. 

ANDREW  JACESOy. 
WASHnnnov,  Afrrwry  6,  1886. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Masoit,  of  Virginia,  the 
Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Fordgn  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


AtiDAT,  February  12. 

7^  late  CM^JtutiegMitr$hdll 

Mr.  brexBBOLL,  with  the  nnaidmoas  ecnuent 
of  tbe  House,  offered  the  following  nsoliition : 

JUtolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  libraiv  be 
instructed  to  cause  a  marble  bust  of  tiie  late  Ailef 
Justice  Marshall  to  be  prepared  by  an  artUt  of 
merit  and  reputation,  and  to  be  jdaced  in  the 
chamber  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  a  pouUon  corresponding  with  that  of  Uw  bast  of 
the  late  CUef  Justice  Jay.  i 


[MABca,  188flL 

Mr.  Ikobbsoix  aud:  I  am  not  abont  to  pro- 
nounoe  an  enloginm  on  the  character  of  jfofaa 
Marshall.  His  merits  are  already  recorded  in 
the  hearts  and  Judgments  of  bis  countrymen. 
A  recollection  of  them  will  be  cherished  as 
long  as  a  just  estimate  can  be  formed  of  brilHant 
talents  and  unspotted  integrity,  as  long  as 
gratitude  i^all  continue  to  be  a  virtue.  Few 
men  sinoe  the  formation  <tf  the  Goremment 
have  serred  it  so  well,  and  none  more  ftiOt- 
fhlfy.  IntbeadminiBtration<tf thelawLnnderm 
Government  <tf  laws,  he  was  for  newly  fivMud- 
thirty  years  supreme  in  station,  in  abilities,  and 
in  nse^ness.  It  has  been  the  peculiar  fortune 
of  this  republic  that  it  has  found  on  different 
occasions,  when  it  has  called  its  eminent  dti- 
zens  to  posts  of  public  duty,  a  happy  fitness 
In  the  individual  to  his  etation,  a  devotion  of 
urpose  in  the  man,  and  a  confidence  in  bis 
esigns  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  a  union  and 
an  aptitude  from  which  nothing  but  lasting 
benefits  can  arise.  Many  shining  properties 
were  centered  in.  the  eminent  person  to  whom 
it  is  the  ol^eet  of  this  resolntion  to  offer  a 
feeble  tribute  reqteot  and  gratitude— prop- 
erties which  JusUQr  tiie  feeling  uniTersaUy 
entert^ed  for  him  as  the  pride  and  the  boast 
of  his  countrymen.  When  this  and  mnch  more 
shall  be  done  by  them,  the  nation  and  posterity 
wilt  continue  to  be  immeasorably  his  dehtMV. 
I  submit  the  resolution  as  a  cfaeerfhl  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  debt  we  owe,  and  as  the 
pledge  of  an  effort  to  repay  it  in  the  emulation 
of  his 'virtues, 

Mr.  SroKBK  remarked  that  some  weeks  ago 
he  had  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram 
Powers,  requesting  Oongress  to  wnploy  him 
for  the  purpose  of  exeoutingthe  work  proposed 
in  this  resolnticm.  The  memorial  was  before 
the  OmnDuttee  on  the  library,  who  would 
rep<wt  upon  it  in  a  fow  days. 

Mr.  MoEsoN  suneeted  to  the  gentleman 
fl*om  Fennsylvania  the  expedieunr  of  modify- 
ing the  resolution  so  as  to  refer  tite  subject  to 
the  Joint  Oommittee  on  the  Lihrsry. 

Mr.  iNannoLL  «>  modified  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  ti^  Mm.  dti. 

TnKSDA.T,  March  8. 

Mr.  DixoK  H.  Lkwis,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  from  the  State  of  Alahami^ 
i^pearod,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat. 


MoNDjLT,  March  14. 
Supprtnitm  ^Indian  Ho»Ulitie$, 

The  bill  making  a  further  appropriation 
for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  Florida, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr,  Stokkb  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the  bUI, 
but  merely  to  ask  for  some  light  on  tiie  sub- 
ject If  it  were  necessary,  he  would  vote  for 
ten  times  the  amount  asked  for,  but  he  could 
not  do  BO  nnless  it  was  aotoally  neoessary.  He 
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Mid  tber  bod  alreadj  voted  half  a  million  of 
dollars  for  the  Buppres^on  of  Indian  hostilities 
ia  Honda,  and  to  feed  all  the  saffering.  inhabi- 
tants theraof ;  and  he  asked  the  chairman  of 
Oe  Oommittee  fst  Ways  and  Keaas  if  he  ooold 
show  aaj  raMMis  vhjr  they  ahonld  vote  more 
Bomaj.  He  said  it  was  the  practice  wiUi  the 
oommittew  of  which  Mr.  8.  was  a  memher  to 

g've  the  reasons,  when  th^  reported  a  bill, 
r  so  doing ;  bat  there  the  committee  which 
had  the  wlwle  management  of  the  appropria- 
tioiis  of  the  Honse  iDtrodnced  bills  without  a 
solitary  reason  to  sosttun  them.  He  wished  to 
kaow  what  wtffe  the  grounds  for  liie  sgifxop'nar 
tiw  at  present  asked  for. 

lix.  OucBBSLBNo  Called  for  the  readios  of  a 
letter  Cnm  the  Secretary  of  War,  whi^  he 
ranarkedf  wonid  probably  he  satiafaotory  to 
thegentleman  from  Ohio. 
The  letter  was  read,  and  the  bill  passed. 


[H.orB. 


WnnnsDAT,  April  6. 

Ur.  moved  to  snspand  the  mles  for 

the  piupoae  of  ofibring  Hie  fidlowing  reada- 
tion: 

JtaohtJ,  TbattheCleikof  theHoosobeanthor* 
iied  and  reqoired  to  ftunlsh  the  new  members  of 
the  twenty-foarth  GoDgreu  with  the  same  books 
Ibniihed  t«  the  members  (tf  the  twenty-third 

OoBgMS. 

It  being  BDggested  that  a  rimilar  resolution 
was  OB  the  8p^ker's  table,  Mr.  Bbigob  varied 
his  moUon  so  as  to  take  up  that  resolution ; 
wl^ch  motion  was  agreed  to. 

lb.  JoHSsoK,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the 
pasBage  of  the  resolation,  and  felt  it  his  dnty 
to  mue  a  statement  to  the  Honse  of  the  ez- 
poiditares  which  would  arise  upon  the  adoption 
of  the  reeolatioo.  He  had  examined  into  the 
saljeot,  and  caused  a  statement  to  be  made, 
iboving  the  books  that  woald  be  printed  and 
poiohased  tmder  the  resolution,  and  he  found 
It  would  cause  a  reprint  of  elghty^oor  Tolnmes, 
which  would  eoittfae  sum  of  ^041 16 ;  and 
uder  H  the  Olerk  of  the  Hoose  would  purchase 
fifky-lbar  toIuhms,  now  in  print,  or  preparing 
foe  file  press,  ocntlng  the  sum  of  $68,d88; 
making  an  aggre^te  expenditure  of  near  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  making  over  one 
thousand  dollars  In  books  to  each  of  the  new 
members  of  the  presoit  Oongress. 

Mr.  J.  read  a  catfdogne  of  the  books,  and  the 
oost^  as  estimated  by  one  of  the  Oleifa  of  the 
House,  as  follows : 

Ia&SBaou.*a  reaidntioa  wiU  cause  a  reprint 
of— 

Coat  eaUtttftted. 

7  Tob.  Does,  of  2d  session,  22d  Cong.   $8,1 18  fiO 

4  do.  Elliot's  I}eb»te^    -      •      -     1.287  50 

5  do.  ManafaetnriDg  Doenments,  •  891  00 
tj  da  Does,  and  Jour.  1st  Seas.  28d 

Cong.  11,47s  10 

It  do.  DiplosMtle  OMmpundsnea,  •    4,846  08 


9  Tok.  Jonmtl  to  1815,  - 
2  do.  Land  Iawsl^  - 
12  do.  Docs,  and  Jour.  Sd 
Gong. 

4  do.  Joomds  to  1778,  • 
85 

Wert*  i»  PrmL 

1  T0LD0&  His.  of  n.&Bank,  at4  60 

each,    -      -  -  - 
9  do.  Register  of  Debates,  at  66  each, 
1  do.  LiTiDxaton's  Code,  at    6  " 
1  do.  Com.  Kegulations,  at    6  ** 
1  do.  Peck's  Trial,  at    5  " 

1  do.  Cobb's  Manual,  at  1  " 
20  do.  Amer.  State  Papers,  at  227  40  " 
20  do.  Doc.  His.  U.  S..      at  820  *' 


Cort  Mtlmatod. 

-  $4,466  00 
698  00 

»d 

-  6,846  00 

-  1,980  00 


$86,041  16 


$446  60 

7,425  00 
495  00 

495  00 
495  00 
890  00 
22,612  60 
81,680  00 


64  $68,986  10 

Mr.  J.  s^d  many  of  the  books  which  would 
necessarily  be  reprinted,  if  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  were  wholly  useless,  and  would  never 
be  read.  He  referred  to  the  volumes  of  the 
doenments  of  the  first  session  of  the  last  Con- 
greaa^  containing  the  panic  memorials  and  the 
names  of  the  m«m(»iaUsta,  and  also  those 
wmtaininff  the  names  of  the  pen^oners.  He 
thought  ue  thousand  dollars  could  be  as  well, 
much  better  expended,  for  the  benefit  of  new 
members  in  purchasing  other  books  of  a 
different  character.  Mr.  J.  regretted  placing 
himself  in  a  position  in  which  he  might  have 
the  e^pearauoe  of  acting  unkindly  to  the  new 
members  of  the  present  Congress.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  reust  such  an  application  of  the 
pnbliCBtion  heretofore  as  well  as  now ;  he  had 
uniformly  opposed  all  such  propositions,  from 
the  time  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  and  he  expected  to  do  so.  If  Congress 
should  purchase  and  present  books  to  tite  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  they  should  be  returned  to 
the  public  library  up<m  the  expiration  of  th^ 
respective  temu^  for  the  use  of  th^  niooea- 
sors.  The  resdlntioa  seemed  plaudble,  in 
placing  the  new  members  upon  the  same  foot- 
mg  with  the  members  of  the  last  Oongress; 
it  was  apparent,  however,  that  they  could, 
with  tiie  same  propriety,  daim  as  many  books 
as  the  members  of  the  {O'eeent  Congress  who 
had  served  fifteen  or  twenty  years ;  and  all  our 
successors  upon  this  floor  might,  with  the  same 
iropriety,  make  the  siune  claim.  He  felt  it 
lis  dnty  to  make  these  statements  to  the 
House,  and  he  should  aek  the  privilege  of 
recording  his  vote  in  oppoidtion. 

Mr,  Inokbsou  (who  ori^nally  o&red  the 
reaolntioD)  said :  I  introdnwd  this  rescdntion, 
not  BO  much  from  any  impluses  of  my  own.  as 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  others^  wnt^ 
like  myseU^  are  without  the  advantage  of 
personal  experience  here.  I  do  not  demre  to 
urge  it  beyond  a  point  which  may  be  connd- 
ered  perfectiy  reasonable  and  just.  The 
resdtution,  it  will  be  perceived,  merely  adopts 
t}ie  precedent  which  has  been  set  by  those 
memWs  of  the  present  OKmgress  who  were  also 
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memberti  of  the  last  All  of  them,  I  presume, 
have  either  sapported  the  measure  by  their 
TOtes,  or  avail^  themselves  of  its  fruits.  The 
geotleman  from  TeDoessee  has,  as  he  says, 
received  the  books,  and  he  maoifests  the  utility 
of  them  in  the  information  which  he  habitually 
communicates  to  the  Hotue.  Those  vho  are 
entirely  without  the  betkefit  derived  from  a 
participation  m  the  past  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress, ore  obliged  to  -reoar  to  the  volumes  in 
qnestion,  in  order  that  tJiey  may  reach  the  in- 
Jonnation  necessary  to  enable  t^em  to  give  a 
coDscientioiu  vote  upon  almost  any  subject 
that  occurs.  For  myself^  I  acknowledoe  my 
obligations  to  an  honorable  friend  for  the  ase 
of  me  books  which  have  been  furnished  to  him 
mider  former  resolutions  of  a  nmilar  character. 
The  State  Papers,  which  are  especially  object- 
ed to,  aro  01  peculiar  value,  and  of  constant 
use  as  a  work  of  reference. 

This  resolution,  however,  is  more  important 
ia  a  pablio  than  a  private  sense.  Beeiaes  the 
immedi^  oommimioalion  of  intelligence  to 
members  of  OtmgresB,  it  contemplates  a  broader 
difiiiidon  of  intcffestJov  knowledge  thronriioDt 
the  nation,  and  thron^ont  the  world.  Every 
element  of  the  present  elevation  of  the  country 
in  power  and  in  happiness  is  to  be  found  in  the 
worlES  which  it  is  prop(»ed  to  distribute. 

Yon  cannot  better  serve  the  cause  of  uni- 
versal freedom  aod  sound  political  wisdom, 
than  by  exhibiting,  everywhere,  the  measnres 
which  this  nation  has  resorted  to  and  adopted 
in  the  course  of  its  brief  hat  comprehensive 
history.  After  the  books  have  hoen  used  by 
the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people, 
they  will  become  the  propertr  <tf  the  people 
thwiselves.  They  viU  be  dmished  as  tibe 
trae,  and,  bef<we  long,  the  only  evldaioe 
aecesnble  to  every  citizen  of  the  wisdom  and 
the  errors  of  tiiose  who  have  gone  before  ns. 
They  will  teach  lessons  of  equal  practioal 
ntili^,  whether  tbey  reflect  a  record  of  pro- 
ceedings which  are  wise  enough  to  be  imitated, 
or  erroneous  enough  to  be  avoided. 

The  example  of  another  Government  ia 
worthy  of  recollection.  Your  library  has 
recently  been  enriched  by  a  gift  of  the  valu- 
able and  extensive  publication  of  the  almost 
hy-gone  monuments  of  British  history  and 
British  law.  That  politic  and  liberal  nation 
has  endeavored  to  spread  as  wideljr  ss  the 
empire  of  civilized  man  extends,  the  informa- 
tion oontained  In  tbose  costly  volmnes.  Hot 
only  are  the  espedal  libraries  of  rister  Govern- 
ments in  possession  of  them,  bat  the  existence 
of  them  is  perpetuated  by  findiog  t^em  a  plaoe 
in  the  halls  of  all  the  celebrated  seminaries  of 
learning  throughout  Christeadom.  It  appears 
to  me  that  we  owe  at  least  as  much  to  our 
finthers  and  to  ourselves. 

At  a  moment  when  the  national  Treasury  is 
filled  to  repletion,  what  better  use  can  be  made 
of  a  comparative  modicum  of  its  surplns 
wealth  than  that  which  the  resolution  contem- 
plates! Not  an  interest  can  suffer.  Every 


[AnDL,lS86. 

one  may  be  benefited.  The  expense  which  is 
complained  of  is  iaaignificant,  whether  it  he 
compared  with  the  good  effects  that  are  likely 
to  be  the  consequence,  or  with  the  ordinary 
profusion  which  is  manifested  in  the  printnig 
of  pnhlic  documents  by  the  House.  * 

with  respect  to  one  of  the  works  called  for, 
It  is  not  easy  to  nnderstand  upon  what  princi- 
ple a  preference  is  to  be  given  to  oar  more 
experienced  brethren  over  oanKlves.  Whwe 
publications  have  been  made  herettrfbre,  and 
are  now  exhausted  by  distribution,  there  mi^ 
beplaoaibUity  in  the  argument  which  objects  to 
a  renewed  expense.  But  the  "  Docomentary 
History  of  the  United  States"  is  yet  in  embryo, 
Not  a  member  has  been  fumi^ed  with  it 
When  it  shall  have  issued  from  the  press,  and 
comes  ^eaii  and  new  for  the  information  <^  the 
people,  with  the  whole  expense  whicli  it  calls 
for  yet  to  be  incurred,  I  olfum  for  all  the  repre- 
sentatives an  equal  right  to  partake  of  the 
benefits  whidi  it  confers. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Rxxn, 
JuDsoir,  KoA  Spuoht, 

Jir.  SpBiaBT  called  for  the  ordws  of  the  day. 


Fbidat,  April  8. 

Wucoimn  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Mat,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Qovemment  of  Wisconsin.  After  a 
debate  upon  detfuls,  and  various  amendments 
adopted. 

The  biU  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  and  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 


HOHDAT,  April  11. 

Dtpotit  Banka. 

l£r.  Wiss  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Jteaolvtd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
inquire  into  the  agenor  or  mode  of  selecbng  the 
banks  of  depodt  »r  uie  paUIe  money,  and  hito 
the  contacts  widi  the  Treasury  Deputmest,  by 
which  ^y  are  regulated,  and  into  the  manner  in 
which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  such  contracts 
are  made  ;  and  to  inquire  whether  any,  aod  if  any, 
what  connection  or  relation,  oEScial  or  nnofficiid, 
exists,  or  has  existed,  between  a  certain  Reuben 
11.  Whitney  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the 
United  States  or  between  him  and  the  banks  of 
deport  of  the  public  money,  end  into  the  extent 
of  his  agency  generally,  ia  keeping  and  contndling 
the  pubhc  money,  and  into  the  amount  of  his  com- 
peosation,  whether  the  same  be  paid  oat  of  the 
public  Treasury  or  by  the  deposit  banks;  and  tl»t 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  UU  or 
otherwise. 

Objections  having  been  made, 
Mr.  Wise  moved  to  suspend  the  rules ;  and, 
The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was 
r^ected— yeas  SO,  nays  83— not  two-tUrds. 
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SATtiRDAT,  April  16. 
GeMral  Afprvpriation  £iU—J)<Kmmentarjf 
Siitory. 

The  House  took  up  the  making  appropri- 
ttioDs  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expeoses  of 
Govermnent  for  the  year  1886. 

The  bill  was  reported  at  a  late  honr  last 
night,  from  the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  aandry  ameod- 
mente^  and  the  qneation  was  on  oonoumog  with 
Ae  cc»nmittee  m  HuSr  report 
.  The  committee  proposed  to  strike  oat  the 
*  foUowing  clause : 

"  For  the  Doetunentorr  History  of  the  Amorican 
BerdntioD,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1888, 120,000." 

Ifr,  ErKSKTT  excepted  to  the  amendment,  on 
the  gromid  of  its  rejecting  a  provision  to  cany 
iiUo  effect  a  valid  and  binding  contract, 

Hr.  Phillips  prodnced  the  contract  made  hj 
Mr.  Becretaiy  livingston  with  Clarke  and 
Force,  and  a  letter  addressed  by  them  to  Mr. 
Seovtary  Forsyth;,  which  were  read  by  the 
Clerk. 

The  debate  was  oontinned  by  Ur.  Thohpson, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  ]£r.  Ohambkbs,  of  Penn- 
Bjlrania,  in  favor  of  the  danse,  and  by  Ur. 
Cats  Johnson  against  it. 

ICr.  Cabtkb  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
danse  directing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  notify 
Clarke  and  Force  to  discontinne  the  said  work, 
and  to  ascertain  the  probable  amotmt  of  damages 
that  would  be  incorred  by  rescinding  the  con- 
tract, and  to  report  the  same  to  OongresB  at 
the  next  session. 

Ur.  Speioht  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his  amendment,  and  to  permit  the 
qpeetum  to  be  taken  on  tue  amendment  of  the 
committee  to  strike  ont. 

Ur.  Adakb  ^oka  in  fimor  of  the  ^>pn^ria- 
tioii, 

Ur.  SmiHt  of  Midne,  said  all  the  gentiemen 
exposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee  appear  ex- 
treowly  defflrons  of  holding  the  House  to  ^e 
strict  letter  of  the  contract  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  (Ur. 
Uvingston,)  with  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
They  maintain  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  is 
involved  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  construction 
now  pot  upon  that  contract  I  am  in  favor, 
Bud  Ur.  of  looking  into  the  letter  of  it, 
bat  deara  that  the  spirit  also  of  the  instrument, 

S-  which  the  honor  of  the  nation  is  said  to  be 
OS  deeply  pledged,  mqr  also  be  examined.  I 
tlunk,  sir,  that  it  will  be  foond,  upon  critical 
examination,  that  there  is  eridence  enoof^  in 
the  docoments  oooneoted  with  thie  contract, 
that  no  iojnstioe  will  be  done  to  Uessrs.  Clarke 
and  Force  by  striking  out  the  appropriation  of 
$^,000  now  noder  consideration,  and  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  will  be  in  no  degree  vio- 
lated by  following  out  hereafter  the  course  in- 
dicated by  the  resolution  of  the  House  adoi>ted 
this  momiDg,  referriikg  the  wh(de  subject  of 


CU.  ov  B. 

these  books  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueaua  for  final  investigati<m. 

The  honorable  ^ntleman  from  Tennessee  has 
remarked  that  this  contract  if  not  a  fraud,  in  its 
inception  upon  the  Congress  of  188S,  is,  in  the 
shape  which  it  is  now  made  to  assume,  a  great 
imposition'upon  this  House,  and  that  the  House 
is  not  bound  to  suatun  it  I  am,  sir,  also  of  this 
opinion,  and  I  think  there  is  evidence  to  sob- 
stantiate  this  opimon  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
impartial  Jnry  of  twelve  men  that  mi^t  be  em- 
pamielled  in  any  part  oi  the  oonntry.  Let  me 
mvite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  feat- 
ures of  the  contract  to  show  that  it  was  not 
contemplated  either  by  Clarke  and  Force,  or 
by  the  Congress  of  1888,  to  be  of  the  character 
and  magnitude  now  represented  by  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Uassaohusetts,  (Mr.  Adaicb,) 
and  by  other  gentlemen  who  preceded  him  on 
the  same  side. 

By  turning  to  the  contract  of  Clarke  and 
Force  with  Mr.  Livingston,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  I  find  the  following  language  made  use 
o^  desoriptive  of  the  work  then  contemplated : 

*'The  said  Edward  Livingston,  &c,  doth  hereby 
authorise  and  direct  the  aid  Glarkie  tod  Force, 
jointly  and  sever&Uy,  to  prepare  and  publish  fifteen 
hundred  coinea  of  said  '  Docomentary  Hiitwy  of 
tlie  American  RevoInUon,*  aoeordlng  to  the  plan 
laid  down  in  their  memorial  and  aocon^Mwing 
documents  presented  to  GongreSi,  and  upon  whioH 
said  act  has  been  passed.** 

Now,  tnm  to  the  mfflnorial  here  alluded  to^ 
for  "  the  plan  "  of  the  work.  That  memorial, 
the  origiiul  proportion  of  darke  and  Foroe, 
reads  thus,  in  part : 

"The  memorial  of  the  subscribers  respectAilly 
represents,  that  as  early  as  the  11th  day  of  July, 
1)78,  the  memorial  of  Ebenezer  Hazard  was  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  calling  their  attention  to  the 
importance  of  'a  CoDecUon  of  American  State  ' 
Papers.'  On  the  SOtb  of  the  same  month,  certain 
resolutions  were  passed,  approriog  of  the  object 
and  granting  such  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired.   (Ses  copiefl  berewmi,  A.**) 

"Shortly  after  Jfr.  Haiard  was  appointed  Post- 
master General,  two  volnmea  were  published  by 
him ;  but  the  ottject  of  Congress  was  not  attained, 
inasmnch  as  not  a  single  document  rela^g  *  to  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Great 
Britain,'  referred  to  by  the  committee,  was  pub- 
lished  by  him.  He  gave  up  the  work  in  conse- 
quence of  bis  other  engagements;  and  no  one  Ins 
since  ventured  to  comjuete  it. 

'*  Tour  memorialists  present  themselves  to  Con- 
gress, wining  and  partially  jsepared  to  undertake 
^is  interestmg  and  laborious  collection,"  ka. 

Such  is  the  lan^age  that  is  descriptive  of  the 
work  to  which  toe  Congress  of  1888  was  in- 
duced to  extend  its  patronage,  by  the  act  of 
March  8d,  of  that  year.  And  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  to  whidi  that  act  has  referenoe^ 
and  upon  which  it  was  based.  It  was,  substan- 
tially, to  aid  in  the  particular  work  which 
Hazard  had  pr^ected  and  coomienoed,  and 
in  none  other.  What  evidence  have  we  further 
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of  the  cliaraoter  of  Hazard's  plan,  and  of  the 
magnitude  of  it  ?  "Why,  bir,  we  have  evidence 
on  this  point,  which  cannot  but  be  of  the  most 
Batisfootory  character ;  evidence  hj  which  we 
can  accurately  jadge  of  the  view  entertained 
the  Oongresa  of  1838  npon  tibis  snbjeot.  We 
have  the  resolntions  of  tiia  Congress  of  1778, 
respecting  Hazard's  proposed  work ;  and  these 
resolntions  are  referred  to  by  Olarke  and  Force 
in  their  contract  with  Mr.  Liviogston,  and  con- 
stitute a  port  of  their  memorial  to  the  Oongress 
iit  1833,  for  the  purpose  of  describing  "the 
plan  "  of  their  work.  One  of  these  resolotiona 
of  1778  reads  thus,  after  setting  forth  "  that  Mr. 
Hazard  must  necessarily  be  put  to  expense  of 
Tarioua  kinds  in  procuring  the  extensive  collec- 
tion of  materials  he  proposes  to  make : " 

"Resolved,  That  to  enable  Hr.  Hazard  to  sustain 
snch  expense,  one  thousand  dollars  be  advanced  to 
him  upon  account,  returns  bein;;  made  to  Congress 
of  bi%  expenses  in  this  bufflness." 

Snoh,  rir,  is  the  indication  fhmished  in  the 
papers  of  Hrasrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  the  memori- 
alists, of  the  views  entertained  by  the  Congress 
(rf  1778  relative  to  Mr.  Hazard's  work,  which 
these  memorialists  described  to  the  Congress 
<tf  1838  as  the  plan  of  their  work ;  they  having 
transferred  the  title  of  Hazard's  work,  "  A  Coir 
leetion  American  State  Papers,''*  into  the 
title  of  "  A  Documentary  Hittory  <^  the  Ameri- 
can  Secolutum"  Will  it  be  pretended,  sir, 
hereafter,  upon  this  floor,  that  the  Congress  of 
1778  contemplated,  in  Mi*.  Hazard 's  work,  an 
enterprise  to  be  compared  in  any  thing  with 
tiie  work  now  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon 
Congress  tmder  Clarke  and  Force's  contract! 
It  has  been  demonstrated  that  this  latter  work 
is  to  cost  from  four  hundred  and  eight  thonsond 
to  half  a  million  of  dollars,  as  the  least  estimate. 
And  will  the  gentleman  trom  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Adamb,)  or  any  other  gentleman,  reflect  so 
severely  upon  the  Confess  of  1778  as  to  charge 
them  with  having  in  view  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude, or  any  thing  like  it,  when  they  con- 
tributed the  trifling,  pitiful  smn,  in  comparison, 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  to  aid  Hazard  in  his 
work  t  Sir,  we  are  told  by  these  memorialists 
themselves,  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force,  that  to 
HaKard'a  work,  whatever  it  was — and  it  is  al- 
luded to  by  them  as  giving  the  outline  of  their 
own  plan — tliat  tlie  Congress  of  1778  granted 
to  Hazard  "  such  patronage  and  facilities  as  he 
desired."  This  is  their  own  language,  and 
their  own  showing ;  for  I  do  not  go  oat  of  the 
case  they  have  given  in  their  original  docu- 
ments, presented  to  the  Congress  of  1888,  fur 
nay  proofs  that  the  contract  which  they  now 
claim  to  have  made  is  not  the  contract,  and 
their  present  work  is  not  the  work,  hod  in 
view  either  by  themselves  or  the  Congress  of 
1688.  Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  believe 
that  Hazard,  had  ho  in  contemplation  an  enter- 
prise involving  an  expense  of  nearly  half  a 
millicm  of  d<dlari^  at  the  lowest,  estimate, 
would  have  desired, "  patronage  and  fbdlitioa  " 
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of  Congress  to  tlie  amount  of  only  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  inasmuch  as  they  were  willing  to 
grant  all  tliat  he  desired  ?  Sir,  I  maintain  that 
here  is  proof  enough  toinsnretheTerdictofatiy 
jury  in  the  conn&y,  that  neither  Hazard,  nor 
the  Congress  of  1778,  nor  the  Congress  of  1888, 
for  an  instant  conceived  of  such  a  stupendous 
enterprise  as  is  now  set  up  under  the  contract 
of  Mr.  Livingston,  vrnich  has  been  read,  nor 
do  I  believe  that  the  memorialists  themselves 
contemplated  one  of  such  magnitude  at  that 
time.  I  believe,  sir,  that  here  is  evidence  m 
abundance,  in  their  reference  to  Hazard's  plan^ 
aa  a  description  substantially  of  their  own  plan, 
and  in  the  character  of  the  resoluUon  of  1778 
respecting  Hazard's  plan,  to  sustain  the  positions 
token  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  Congress  has  been  ontrageonsly 
imposed  upon  un^r  tMs  Clarke  and  Force  con- 
tract^ and  that  Gougress  is  not  bound  now,  in 
neither  honor  nor  equity,  to  fulfil  the  construc- 
tion now  attempted  to  be  put  upon  it.  Sir,  we 
ought  to  stop,  before  contributing  an  additional 
sum  of  $30,000  to  the  sum  of  $20,000  already 
appropriated,  until  a  thorough  investigation  of 
the  subject  has  been  mode  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  same  honorable  gentleman,  ad(^ted  on  this 
morning  by  the  House. 

We  are  told,  further,  by  ih«e  memorialists, 
that  M^.  Hazard  pursued  his  plan  through  two 
volumes,  and  then  abandoned  it.  Why  did  he 
abandon  it?  Because  the  magnitude  of  the 
enterprise  was  too  great  for  his  means,  and  be- 
cause Congress  rensed  to  aid  him  suffidenUy 
in  comparison  to  his  enterprise?  Ho  such 
thing.  Congress  contributed  one  thousand 
dollars  towards  it  It  does  not  appear  that 
more  was  needed.  But  he  abandoned  it;  we 
ore  told  **  he  gave  up  the  work  in  consequence 
of  his  other  engagements,  and  no  one  has  since 
ventured  to  complete  it"  Such  is  the  history 
of  the  work  he  planned,  and  such  is  the  plan 
of  the  work  presented  to  the  Congress  of  1838, 
to  induce  them  to  pass  the  act  under  which  the 
present  emmnous  daim  of  Olarke  and  Force  ia 
set  up. 


MoiTDAT,  April  18. 

General  Appropriation  Bill— Documentary 
Mittory. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the 
year  1836. 

The  bill  had  been  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  immediately 
pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing clause :  "  For  the  Documentary  Histoiy  of 
the  American  Bevolutionf  per  act  of  2a  of 
Mardi,  1833,  $20,000; "  and 

Mr.  Caxcer  moved  to  amend  the  danse  by 
diieeting  the  Secntary  of  State  to  notafy  Olarke 
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and  Force  to  discontume  tiie  irork,  and  to 
asoertaitt  the  probable  amonnt  of  damages  that 
wpold  be  incurred  hy  resdnding  the  contract, 
and  to  report  the  same  to  Congress  at  the  next 
senion. 

Vr.  PXasck,  of  Bfaode  Mand,  addressed  the 
Hoose  in  opposition  to  the  amendment  of  the 
romraittee,  and  in  favor  of  retaining  the  danse. 
Messrs.  Vanderpoel,  Glascock,  Thovpson  of 
Sonth  Oarolina,  Touckt,  Ohahbbbs  of  Fenn- 
sjirania,  Etebxxt  and  Adamb,  followed  on  the 
same  side. 

•  Mr.  Hasdis  and  JSr.  Besobxb  spoke  in  op- 
position. 

The  question  recurred  on  conconing  with 
the  Committee  of  the  'Whole  in  their  report, 
bring  to  strike  out  the  clanse ;  and  it  was  far- 
ther debated  hj  Jb.  Patton  of  South  Oarolina, 
Mr.  Cats  JooiraoN,  and  Hr.  Toucbt. 

The  qnestiwi  was  then  taken  on  conenrring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole,  and  it  was 
decoded  in  the  uegatire— yeas  86,  nays  93. 


TuESDAT,  April  19. 

I>epo»it  Sanh. 

67  general  consent,  the  House  proceeded  to 
consider  the  following  resolution,  heretofore 
submitted  by  Mr.  Dbomoools. 

Rfolrtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
dneted  to  commnnicate  to  this  Honse  full  inform 
maiioo  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  selecting  banks 
in  the  seTcnl  States  or  Territories  for  the  deposit 
of  the  pobDe  mooey  of  the  United  States ;  of  all 
contracts,  agreeraeats,  or  sUpnlations,  entered  into 
with  said  banks  for  the  B&fe  keeping  of  said  moneys  ; 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also  state  what 
agorta  bare  been  em[rfoyed,  the  nature  and  extent 
ol  their  agency,  and  the  compensation  which  such 
■gents  baTS  Teeured  In  any  w»  from  the  Oovem* 
ueirt  of  the  Vnited  States;  and  that  he  also  state 
vhat  offieen  or  agents  on  the  part  of  said  banks 
bare  in  any  way  participated  or  been  instrumental 
in  the  ibrmation  of  any  such  contracts,  agreements, 
or  etipolatioiu,  cooccnuDg  the  deposit  and  8a& 
keeping  of  sud  moneys  in  said  banks. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wsi  to  amend  the  rescdntion  by  striking  oat  aD 
after  the  word  "  Bestdved,"  and  insertmg  the 
following : 

That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  vith  power 
to  tend  for  persons  and  papers,  to  inquire  into  the 
node  or  agency  of  selectii^  the  banks  of  deposit 
for  the  pubtte  money  ;  the  contracts  with  the 
Jrumuf  Department,  by  whioh  they  are  regulated ; 
the  manner  in  which,  and  the  persons  by  whom, 
Heh  amtracta  are  or  hare  been  made ;  into  all 
eorrespuudeoce  wbatsoeTer  totudiing  contracts  for 
the  deposit  of  the  public  money ;  and  into  all 
conaeetion  or  relation,  official  or  unofficial,  which 
enati,  or  has  existed,  between  any  person  or  per- 
■408  and  the  Treasary  Department,  or  between 
tbrai  and  the  deposit  banks,  or  any  bdlriduals  or 
bsaki^  touching  the  custody  and  the  control  and 
depoA  of  the  pnbSe  money  ;  or  between  any  de- 
partawnt  of  tbe  EieottUre,  u>d  any  in^vidnal  or 
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in^Tldnals  or  banks,  touching  the  tUsbursements  of 
the  public  money,  appropriated  or  unappropriated 
by  law ;  and  into  the  amonnt  of  compensation  of 
any  or  all  agents  whatsoever,  official  or  unofficial, 
connected  with  the  said  Department  or  said  banks, 
toucIiinK  the  disbursement,  safe  keeixog,  or  de- 
posit, m  the  puUie  money ;  and  that  sud  com- 
mittee hare  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WisB  regained  and  oondnded  bis  re- 
marks in  support  of  his  motion, 

"When  Mr,  Wisb  had  concluded,  Mr.  Pbttoh 
and  Mr.  Dbougoolk  both  rising  nearly  at  the 
same  time,  the  Speaebb  gave  tne  floor  to  Hr. 
Fbtton,  who  addressed  the  Honse. 

Mr.  vwamoovK  replied  at  length  to  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  (Messrs. 
Wise  and  Fsyton.)  He  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  opposition  this  resolution  had  met  with, 
as  it  was  a  mere  ordinary  resdutiw  of  inquiry, 
such  as  were  almost  daUy  presented,  ana 
agreed  to  without  a  question.  The  qnestion 
was  this :  was  the  information  called  for  in  it 
desirable  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the 
Honse  f  Ho  maintained  that  it  was  absolntely 
essential  for  the  action  of  the  House  upon  the 
bill  regulating  the  pnblic  deposits.  Mr.  D. 
then  contended  that  the  information  called  for 
was  full  and  ample ;  tut  that,  if  the  response 
turned  out  to  be  nnsatisfactory,  his  coUeagne 
might  then  extend  the  inqniiy.  He  demed 
most  unequivocally,  in  reply  to  his  oolleagne, 
that  the  effect  of  wis  resolution  would  be  to 
smother  inquiry  or  to  sopprees  the  truth ;  and 
he  repelled  the  idea  that  he  had  consnlted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  draughting  the 
resolution ;  but  be  was  unwilling  to  condemn 
him,  or  any  other  oificer,  unheard,  or  without 
inv^gation.  Again  :  he  was  not  disposed  to 
go  into  the  private  inquiry  embraced  in  the 
amendment  of  his  colleague.  He  could  not 
consent  that  a  resolution  asking  for  informa- 
tion from  tiie  head  of  a  Department  should  be 
supplanted  by  the  appointment  of  an  inquisi- 
torial committee;  founded,  too,  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  guilt  on  the  part  of  that  ofBcer. 
It  would  be  prejudging  the  case,  and  no  good 
could  result  from  it  But  Ur.  I>.'8  resolution 
in  no  way  embarrassed  the  proposition  of  his 
colleague,  and  the  gentleman  might  continue 
to  urge  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  either 
before  or  after  obtMning  the  required  informa- 
tion. Mr.  D.  dwelt  at  length  on  the  snb- 
ject,  and  concluded  by  hopmg  the  resolu- 
tion he  had  submitted  would  be  adopted ;  and 
that,  as  soon  as  practicable,  they  would  act  on 
the  bill  regulating  the  deposits  of  the  public 
money  in  certain  local  banks;  to  do  which  tho 
information  called  for  by  thjB  restdntion  was 
essentially  necessary. 

Mr.  Pbitos,  rose  merely  to  add  a  few  words, 
by  way  of  making  himself  perfectiy  under- 
stood by  tho  genueman  from  Yire^nia,  (Mr. 
Dbohooole.)  He  would  regret  that  the  honor- 
able gentleman  should  leave  his  seat  under  the 
impression  that  he  had  cast  the  slighest  shade 
of  imputation  on  his  motivea.  Far,  Tery  far, 
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from  it^  Mr.  Speaker.  Nothing  oonld  be  more 
ocmdnsiTe  aa  to  the  confiding  innooeni^  'with 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  has  acted  than 
the  resolntion  which  lie  has  submitted  on  this 
snbject,  bj  which  be,  in  effect,  says  to  the 
SecretaiT  of  the  Treaanry,  "If  you  have 
recorded  your  Crimea,  if  yon  have  enrolled 
your  infamy,  in  the  Departments,  do  send  it 
to  us,  if  yoTi  please."  This  ia  the  extent  of  his 
inquiry;  no  more.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman 
is  not  only  honest  himself,  bnt  thinks  all  other 
men  equally  honest;  and  I  must  think  the 
gentleman  contidars  them  a  little  silly  into  the 
bargain,  to  expect  confidently,  as  he  surely  does, 
that  they  would  record  any  thing  leading  to  their 
own  oriminataon,or  oommunicate  it,  from  honor, 
if  they  had  done  so.  To  the  same  cause — the 
same  nnsuspectlng  simplicity  of  min^— most 
be  attributed  the  ratal  motions  which  he  made 
with  regard  to  the  executiTe  patronage  bill, 
and  that  for  the  amendment  of  tlie  constitu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  Section  of  Fi^dent  and 
Vice  President.  Hr.  Speaker,  I  am  grieved 
thus  to  see  an  honest,  credulous,  confiding 
man,  unversed  in  the  ways  of  this  wicked 
world,  thrown  into  this  House  and  this  party, 
to  be  used,  innooen^  and  iffuorantly  used, 
for  snob  purpoees.  But,  sir,  if  anr  thf  Is 
waol^  to  establish  the  gentleman's  dum  to 
foil  and  complete  innocenOT-  in  this  whole 
transaction,  it  may  be  fonnd  in  the  fact  that 
he  attributed  to  me  a  disposition  to  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  r^;nlatinff  the  deposits,  when  it  is  noto- 
rious that  I  offered  a  resolution  fizinff  a  day  cer- 
tain for  the  consideratim  of  that  biU.  I  have 
moved  it— made  a  breakfast  spell  of  it — every 
morning  for  six  weeks  t  No,  not  every  morning; 
about,  upon  an  average,  every  other  morning ;  as 
oftm  as  my  modesty  (for  I  have  a  great  r^ard 
for  modesty)  would  allow.  Whereas  the  gentie- 
man  and  Ids  fHends,  "  the  party,"  have  voted 
^veiy  mmning  against  fixing  any  day ;  for,  dr, 
I  was  willing  that  they  ^ould  name  the  day 
for  the  o(ni^erati(m  of  tiie  bill  regulating  the 
dq>oirit8.  sir,  these  are  the  foots;  and 
yet  that  gentleman  honestly  and  innooentiy 
believes  t£at  I,  and  not  he  and  his  friends, 
have  been  endeavoring  to  thwart  that  measure. 
This  is  a  case,  a  plain  case,  as  much  so  as  that 
of  the  Indian,  Bis  companion  bad  been  shot, 
dimbing  a  tree,  by  a  ^ite  man.  Hiey  had 
an  invratigation  of  the  matter,  and  the  Indian 
asked  the  white  man  '*  why  he  shot  his  friend." 
"I  took  him  for  a  bear,"  was  the  reply.  Says 
the  Indian,  with  a  stem,  inquiring  look, 
"  White  man  shoot  an  Indian  up  a  tree,  with 
red  leg^  on,  lor  a  bear ! "  "  xes."  *'  Well, 
I'm  done.**   I  am  done,  sir, 

Mr.  Oahbseuso  called  fw  the  orders  of  the 
d^y. 


 [ApBtt^  im. 

Tbubsdat,  April  81. 
General  Apprcpriation  BUI. 
The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  l^)propH- 
atioDs  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  e^enses  <^ 
the  GJovemments  for  the  year  1836. 

The  question  being  on  the  final  pasBaae  oS 
tiie  bill, 

Ifr.  Hebceb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  instxncttons  to  reduce  tJiie  appro- 
priations for  the  oustom-house  at  Kew  York 
fivm  $800,000  to  $100,000,  and  providing  that 
the  total  cost  should  not  exceed  $500,000* 
and,  also,  to  add  another  section  to  the  bill, 
enacting  that,  out  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  received  in  the  years 
1832,  1833,  1834,  and  1635,  there  be  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $28,861,9T2,  for  the  com- 
mon use  and  benefit  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  federal  or  representative 
numbers,  and  to  be  pmd,  in  four  equal  quar- 
terly instalments,  to  the  treasurer  or  other 
proper  officer  of  each  State,  r«pectiv^y ;  the 
first  instalment  to  be  paid  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,  and  the  others  on  tbe  1st  of  October, 
January,  and  April,  following ;  with  a  provis- 
ion that  each  of  the  seven  new  States  should 
receive  10  per  cent,  in  addition  to  tiioir  allot- 
ment. 

Mr.  GAifBBSLBxa  remarked  that  he  was  as 
anxious  as  any  gentleman  to  discuss  this  whole 
subject;  bnt  he  hoped  the  appropriation  bill 
woald  not  be  delayed  by  a  debate  on  tiie  sub- 
ject which  would  occupy  weeks,  or  perhaps 
months.  He  would  suggest,  however,  that 
when  the  army  bill  came  up,  it  would  pre- 
sent an  opportunity  to  bring  up  the  whole  anU 
ject. 

Mr.  Mkbckr  inquired  what  posmble  connec- 
tion had  his  proportion  with  appropriations 
for  the  army  ? 

Hr.  CAMBBBLSxa  replied  by  referring  to  the 
proposed  appropriations  for  the  public  defences 
of  the  country,  which  would  open  the  whole 
discussion  oh  the  surplus  revenue.  He  woald 
merely  remark  that  there  was  every  probability 
that  in  1838,  *89,  and  '40,  the  pnbuc  revenue 
would  not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  expeiues 
tbe  Government. 

Mr.  French  said  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
distributing  among  the  States  the  nett  pro* 
ceeds  of  surplus  money  arising  from  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands.  His  constituents  were  in- 
telligent and  patriotic,  and  knew  as  well  as  he 
did  that  the  Oongress  was  under  paramount 
obligations,  first  to  apply  to  all  national  ol^ects 
as  mnoh  of  the  pnolio  nioney  as  the  public 
interest  and  service  required.  That  being  done^ 
the  balance  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  pnblio 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Oongress. 
He  held  himself  incapable  of  deceiving  his  con- 
stitnents;  and  every  pledge  made  should  be, 
on  his  part,  honestly  redeemed.  They  would 
not  ej^eot,  however,  much  lesa  require  of 
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Urn,  in  the  diactbaige  of  hU  duties  here^  to 
dcput  from  the  eatabliiOied  naages  of  legisla- 
tipo,  and  je^Mrd  tite  passage  of  the  bill  tinder 
cco^deranon,  hr  an  ameDdment  whiob|  if 
added  to  the  UU,  mi^t  and  probably  would 
defeat  it 

He  oonld  not  concur  with  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  inoonxnrating  in  this  bill  the 
amoidinent  proposed. 

Kr.  SnioBT  said  he  could  not  say,  as  his 
friend  from  Kentacky  (Mr.  Frknoh)  had  s^d, 
that  if  this  proposition  were  to  come  forward  in 
a  proper  manner  he  would  vote  for  it ;  for  Mr. 
S.  eomd  not  vote  for  it  in  any  form,  much  less 
eodd  be  do  80  when  it  was  attached  to  13ie 
dnl  lift  Irill,  which,  if  passed  with  tooh  an 
amendment,  as  every  Mntieman  knew,  would 
jeopard  its  passage.  Mr.  8.  said  he  looked 
npon  the  principle  contained  in  the  proportion 
as  one  of  the  most  obnoxious  ever  presented 
to  the  J^oerican  Congress ;  and,  as  it  was  a 
aabject  which  had  somewhat  agitated  the 
puUio  mind  in  his  State,  he  Bhonldj  when  it 
came  np  in  dne  form,  ask  permission  of 
the  House  to  give  his  views  on  it.  For  the 
present  he  forbore,  because  he  deemed  it  im- 
proper; and  he  therefore  demanded  the  pre- 
Tioos  questiMi. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
88,  noes  «4. 

The  Gbaib  remarked,  that  if  the  House 
oidered  the  main  questitn  to  be  pu^  it  would 
be  on  the  passage  rathe  bilL 

lb.  MxEcsB.  If  the  Chair  so  decide,  I  appeal 
from  the  dedsion.  I  oontend  that  the  main 
qne^on  will  be  on  the  commitment  of  the 

bm. 

The  Chaik  stated  the  question.  The  bill  had 
been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  with  certwn  instruc- 
tions. The  previous  question  was  moved  and 
aeoonded;  and  there  oonld  be  but  one  main 
qucotion,  and  that  would  be  on  the  passage  of 
uie  bUt  The  previous  question  cut  off  all 
amendment,  all  debate.  The  only  motions 
which  oonld  be  entertained  after  the  previous 
question  was  ordered,  was  to  a^ourn,  or  to 
UQT  on  the  table.  The  nde  and  the  practice  of 
the  House  were  pl^n  and  eiplldt  on  this  point. 

ICr.  WniLucs,  of  Korth  Carolina,  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  previous  question; 
which  wen  ordered,  and  were : 

YiAB. — ^Hcasn.  AntbcHiy,  Ash,  Ashley,  Bean,  Botai, 
ffffiHhi,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Bucbanao,  Bunch,  Burns,  Cam- 
brdeng,  Cut,  Casey,  Cbaoey,  Chapman,  Cbapin,  John 
F.  H.  CUibome,  Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cramer,  Cuahman,  I>!ckerson,  Doublcday,  Dromgoole, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  William  E. 
VuOer,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Olascock,  Orantland, 
Biier,  Hamer,  Hmnegao,  Samnel  S.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Hawnn^  A^nea,  Howard,  Hnntb^ton,  Huntsman, 
ii^ttm,  JabnE  Jadcaon,  Jarris,  Jo^th  Jofansmi,  R 
3L  JdmaoB,  Gave  Johnson,  Jdm  W.  Jonee,  Benja- 
■faJoM&  Jada(Hi,Kennon,Kilgoce,  Kinnard,  Kling- 
1—iiHi.  TiiM'ng.  I'Miert  ffideon  Iiee,  Joshua  Iiee, 
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Xjeonard,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abyah  Mann,  Job 
Hann,  Hartln,  John  T.  Mason,  William  Maaon,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McEeon,  McKm,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Franklin 
Pearoe,  Dotee  J.  Pearce,  Pettigtew,  Pbelpg,  John 
Reyndds,  Bipley,  Boane,  Seymour,  Shields,  Sunn, 
Sddea,  Sknith,  ^M^t,  Staodefer,  Sutherland,  Thom- 
as, Jolui  fnuHuBon,  Toucey,  Towns,  Turrill,  Yander- 
poel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Webster— 108. 

Hayb. — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Al- 
len, Bailey,  Bell,  Bond.  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Geoige  Chambers,  Cbilda,  Nathaifiel 
H.  CUibome,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Erana,  Ererett,  Philo  0.  Fuller,  Oran- 
nr,  GraTSon,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Hailan,  Harper,  Haaeltine,  Heister,  Hoar,  Howdl, 
Hunt,  bwetaoU,  William  Jackson,  Janea,  Jetufts*, 
Henry  Jwaistm,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,Iinodn,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MiBigan, 
Morri&  James  A.  Pearce,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Beed,  Bendier,  Robertson,  Bussell,  William  B.  Sbep- 
ard,  AuEUSlhie  H  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Storer,  TaliafeiTO,  Waddy  Tbompeon,  Underwood, 
Vinton,  WasUngton,  WhitOesey,  Lewis  Wiilianu— 
76. 

So  tbe  Honae  determined  that  fho 
qneation  be  now  put,  which  the  Ohazb  stated 
would  be  on  tike  passage  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  Hbbokb  then  qtpealed  from  tiie  dedntm 
of  the  Chair,  and  contended  that  the  main 
question  was  on  the  commitment  of  the  bill. 

Ur,  SpBiaBT  made  a  few  remarks  in  ng\j 
to  Ur.  iCsBCSB,  and  in  favor  of  the  decidon  of 
the  Chair. 

Hr.  Hkbobb  then  vrithdrew  his  appeal,  stating 
that  he  was  satlsfled  he  was  correct  in  his 
views  on  this  subject. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 


HoKBAT,  April  26. 
Proeeedt  qf  ^  J\iblie  Landt. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  oMulderatimi  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Eentneky  L^datare, 
in  favor  of  a  distribution  of  the  proceeds  oi  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Ur. 
WnxiDfs,  of  Kentucky,  to  refer  the  resolutions 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  with 
instruotions  to  report  a  bill  for  the  distribution 
of  the  proceeds  aforesud  among  the  several 
States,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements 
and  education. 

Ur.  Hawu  addreased  the  House. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  have  departed  from  the  aab- 
ject  of  the  reaolnti(m^  in  order  to  answer 
other  genUemen ;  and  I  shall  now  say  a  few 
worda In  relati(m  to  them.  The  one  proposi- 
tion is  to  divide  the  prooeeda  oi  the  public 
lands  among  the  Btat^  fat  the  purpose  of 
education  and  internal  improvement ;  and  the 
other,  which  stands  in  oppoEntitm,  la  the  pro- 
ject of  the  able  and  inde&tigable  representa- 
tive from  Illinois,  (Ur.  Oaset,)  who  is  ever 
attentive  to  the  trust  rtpoaed  in  him  by  his 
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oonsdtaentB,  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  lands, 
and  thus  open  a  door  to  their  actoal  settlement 
bj  the  haMy  yeomanry  of  the  land.  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  the  first  nroposition  will 
proBtrate  the  interests  of  the  West,  make  that 
portion  of  the  Union  tributary  and  sabserrient 
to  the  Eastern  and  Southern  States,  and  para- 
lyze the  arm  of  exertion  and  indostry,  without 
corresponding  benefits,  I  am  foroed  to  vote 
agunst  it,  r am  a  Western  maiL  I  represent 
a  j^ortion  ct  the  people  of  that  country,  and 
(tnotif^  tba«  are  no  public  lands  in  Kentucky) 
I  cannot  be  instrumental  in  prostrating  the  ia- 
terests  of  our  sister  States;  to  bind,  manacle, 
sell,  and  deliver  them  over  to  the  balance  of 
the  Union.  Let  the  other  States  but  once 
revel  in  the  spoils  wrested  from  the  West 
and  where  is  the  remedy  in  case  we  should 
wiah  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands  ? 
Shall  we  act  on  the  principles  of  the  monarchies 
of  Europe,  keep  lan^  forests  and  hxmting- ' 
grounds,  to  be  the  abode  of  beasts  of  preyt 
or  shall  we,  for  a  small  oonnderation,  open 
Aem  to  the  actual  ooooDatioii  of  tiie  honest 
fanner  and  his  family  ? 

This  is  the  tme  question  to  be  decided ;  and, 
for  myself  I  would  prefw  to  see  the  limd  coon- 
pied  by  a  prosperous  and  industrious  pqnda- 
tion,  Borronnded  by  peace,  plenty,  and  ham>i- 
ness,  with  the  glorious  privilege  to  say  this 
is  my  own,  and  no  one  can  wrest  it  from  me, 
than  draw  from  them  and  tbeir  little  ones 
their  hard-earned  dollars,  to  be  lavished  in 
w  ild,  and  reckless  profunon  among  the  States 
of  this  confederacy.  The  people  should  never 
be  taxed  to  a  gre^r  amount  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  an  economical  Government ;  and 
whenever  the  receipts  exceed  the  expenditures, 
the  burdens  ought  to  be  removed  to  that  extent 
I  will  not,  by  any  vote  of  mine,  ask  the  people 
to  look  np  to  the  General  Ctorenunent  as 
superior  to  themselves ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
will  not  reo^nize  the  claim  of  the  Government 
to  collect  more  &om  the  people  than  is  actually 
necessary  for  authorize  and  constitutional 
purposes.  I  cannot  reo<^nize  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  say  to  the  States  what  they  ^all  and 
what  they  ahall  not  do  with  the  dividends. 
They  shall  not  say  to  us — do  this,  and  do  that ; 
spend  this  amount  in  internal  improvement, 
and  that  in  edooation.  Sir,  this  education  is 
another  scheme  of  the  aristocracy  to  appro- 
priate the  whole  to  their  own  benefit,  ^e 
schools  will  be  established  in  the  towns  alone, 
and  no  provision  made  for  the  country;  and 
hence  die  great  body  of  the  people  will  re- 
ceive no  b^efit,  while  the  wealthiest  portion 
of  the  community  reap  the  whole.  I  need 
dwell  no  lon^  on  this  anttject,  for  the  weakest 
mind  can  discover  its  operation  at  the  first 
glance,  and  that  operation  will  be  to  make  the 
rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer;  to  throw 
abundance  into  the  lap  of  wealth,  and  take 
away  the  hard-earned  and  scanty  subsist- 
ence of  poverty ;  the  amount  of  all  which  is, 
that  the  many  beoome  dependoit  <m  the  few, 


[BUT,  1886. 

and  thus  destroys  equality  of  rights  and  privl- 
l^;es,  and  drives  liberty  £rom  our  happy  and' 
prosperous  land.  Mr.  Speaker,  here  is  the  last 
foothold  and  resting-place  of  liberty  in  this 
world;  it  is  the  oiuy  land  where  men  enjoy 
rights  and  privileges  on  equality;  it  is  the 
home  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  climes, 
and  countries ;  and,  for.  myself,  I  will  not  aid 
in  the  subversion  of  this  glorious  fabric,  so 
nobly  Bustuned  by  onr  ancestor,  and  so  gener- 
ously handed  down  to  us  for  preservation. 


Feidat,  April  39. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  T.  Whittuset,  of  Con- 
necticut elected  to  supply  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Zaucon 
WiLDicAN,  appeared,  was  qnaUfied,  and  took 
his  seat. 


TussDAT,  May  8. 

DeaGk<^  Mr.  Skhard  J.  Manning. 

FiNOKHXT  rose  and  addressed  the  Hoose  * 
to  the  following  effect : 
Mr.  Speaker:  Oftrai  as  Death  has  already 

been  amongst  us  this  session,  he  has  again  entered 
wi&in  these  walls,  and  taken  another,  and  <me 
of  the  most  excellent  members  of  this  honor- 
able body.  Tes,  dr.  Death  has  agiun  been 
amongst  us ;  and  it  is  in  consequence  of  one 
of  tiiose  sadden  and  awful  di^nsations  of 
Divine  Providence,  to  which,  however  painfolly 
we  may  feel  them,  it  is  our  duty  to  submit, 
that  I  now  rise  to  announce  to  this  House  the 
decease  of  my  late  honored  and  lamented  col- 
league, BioHABD  J.  MAmnNQ.  He  left  this  city 
on  Friday  last,  on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  and 
died,  as  I  am  informed,  at  that  place,  on  Sun- 
day evening,  of  a  hemorrhage,  produced  by  the 
rupture  of  &  blood  vessel  in  his  lungs.  Sm^y, 
if  ever  there  was  an  event  which  could  teadi 
ns  "what  poor  diadows  we  are,  and  what 
shadows  we  pursue,"  this  is  one  which  should 
impress  that  lesson  deeply  on  our  minds.  But 
a  few  days  ago  he  was  here,  in  his  place  upon 
this  floor,  in  the  pride  of  intellect  and  vigor  of 
manhood,  mingling  freely  with  his  fellow-mem- 
bers, partaking  the  cares  and  honors  of  lens- 
lation,  and  dischamng  the  high  duties  of  a 
representative  of  £e  people  in  the  councils  of 
the  nation.  Now  he  is  numbered  with  the  mlent 
dead.  I  know  that  it  is  customary,  upon  occa- 
sions of  this  kind,  to  deliver  eulogies  upon  tlie 
diaractav  of  departed  members.  But  I  ahoU 
make  no  anoh  attempt  npon  tiie  nremit  occa- 
sion. I  could  not  do  jnstioe  to  snon  a  character 
as  his.  To  say  that  he  was  a  man  of  sound 
judgment  and  extensive  information — a  gentle- 
man, in  the  strictest  signification  of  the  term — 
a  man  of  sterling  honor  and  integrity — a  de- 
voted husband  and  most  tender  parent — ^pure 
and  irreproachable  in  all  the  relations  of  life — 
all  this  is  true,  perfectly  true,  and  yet  it  con- 
veys bat  a  poor  idea  of  the  bewtifial  dnster 
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<tf  noble  and  eatimAble  qnalitdee  that  irere  con- 
ocnferated  in  him.  He  was  more  than  all  this. 
He  was,  emphatioaUy,  a  patriot,  who  discharged 
his  dutiee  to  his  ooDDt]7  with  ardor  and 
fidelitj ;  and  he  was  a  sincere  and  consistent 
Obristian,  who  adpmed  the  doctrine  of  his 
Lord  and  Savionr.  He  died,  Uke  a  patriot,  in 
the  service  of  his  ooontry;  and  his  life  as  a 
CSuistian  aasoree  me  that  he  is  now  repoeing 
in  the  bosom  of  his  God. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  high  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  \>y  the  people  of  his  native 
State,  it  win  anffice  to  observe  that  he  was 
repeatedly  dected  to  the  Leg^atnre  of  Sooth 
Oucdiua,  onoe  tmaidmooslj  chosen  GoTomor 
<i  that  State,  and  twice  elevated  to  a  seat  in 
Congress.  In  times  of  the  bitterest  vartj 
etmtention  in  Sooth  Carolina,  he  retained  the 
nmpalified  respect  of  his  political  opponents, 
nor  do  I  believe  he  had  a  personal  enemy, 
Bot  bH  his  talents,  all  his  virtoes,  all  his  noble 
qoalities  of  head  and  heart,  coold  not  save 
him  from  the  grasp  of  the  destroyer.  He  is 
gone — gone  from  me,  wbom  he  honored  with 
his  friendship — gone  from  this  Honso,  which 
he  adorned  by  his  virtoes.  His  place  here  will 
know  him  no  more.  He  cannot  listen  to  the 
poor  tribute  I  throw  open  his  tomb.  He  can- 
not witness  the  deep  and  respeotM  sympathy 
manifested  by  this  htmcarable  bo^.  No,  sir, 
heiagone;  and  all  that  we  can  do  is,  to  lament 
his  loes,  and  imitate  his  virtnes,  and  pay  to  his 
memory  the  onavtulable  honors  of  the  dead. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resoln- 
tions  fyr  adoption  by  the  Honse: 

L  Jteaobed,  •numtmoucly,  That  tlua  Eouse  has 
TKetned  with  deep  regret  the  melandwly  intelligence 
of  tike  death  of  the  Hon.  Bichasd  J.  Uannimo,  a 
BeivesentaUve  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

i,  JUtolved,  vnanimousli/.  That  this  House  tender 
the  expression  of  tlieir  sympathy  to  the  relatiTca  of 
the  deceased,  upon  this  mournfhl  event;  and,  m 
testimony  of  r^et  for  his  loss  and  respect  for  his 
Bcmcny,  the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left 
wan  for  tbizty  dajs. 

The  reeolnticHUi  having  been  imanlmonsly 
adopted, 

Mr.  rWoKNKT  moved  that  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Senate,  informing  that  bo^  of  iha 
death  of  the  Hon.  Biohabd  J.  KAmmro. 

The  Spkakeb  aaid  that  such  a  message  would 
be  sent  to  the  Senate  as  a  matter  of  ooorse. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinokmbi, 

The  HoQse  then  a^oomed. 


TWat,  May  6. 
Bd^f  <^  ih6  JHstriet  qf  ColumMiL 

The  Honse  proceeded,  in  fhrther  ezecnti<m 
of  the  q)edal  order  of  the  1st  of  April,  to  the 
conmderation  of  the  "  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
ooq>OTate  cities  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia." 

The  amendments  agreed  to  in  the  Oommittee 
of  the  Vhcto  were  ooncorred  in. 


[a  or  R. 

The  qoestion  was  tafcen  on  ordering  the 
uuendmenta  of  the  Hoose  to  the  Senate's  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  109,  nays  71. 

The  bin  was  read  a  thud  time  and  passed. 


Tdsbdat,  May  10. 
Mmagcfrom  ike  Preaidtnt —  United  Statu  and 
France — Payment  of  tA«  delayed  InatahnenU. 
The  following  Message  was  recdved  from 
the  president  of  the  Hmted  States : 

WAsmsiQTOS,  May  10,  1886. 

7b  the  Smote  and  Scnue  of  JiepreuTUativea  : 

InformaUon  has  beea  received  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  that  the  four  instahnents  under  our  trea^ 
witii  France  have  been  paid  to  the  agent  o£  the 
United  States.  In  commnniftfttfaig  this  satisfactory 
termination  of  our  controTerey  with  Franca,  I  fed 
assured  that  both  Houses  of  Congress  win  miite 
with  me  in  detdring  and  beliering  ubat  the  anticipa- 
tions of  a  restoration  of  the  ancient  cordial  relatious 
between  the  two  countries,  expressed  in  my  former 
messages  on  this  subject,  will  be  Eneedily  realized. 
No  proper  exertion  of  mine  dull*  be  mating  to 
effiice  tbe  remembrance  of  tboae  mlsenMeptiiRis  that 
have  tempOTarily  interrupted  the  accustomed  inter* 
course  between  them. 

.kNDKEW  JAOESOir. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Howabd,  the  Hessu|;e  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Be&tioiUy 
and  ordered  to  be  prbited. 


Monday,  May  18. 
BeU^of  the  JHsirict  of  Columbia. 
Mr.  "W.  B.  Shepaed  hoped  the  House  would 
take  np  and  consider  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  several 
corporate  cities  of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia. 

Objection  being  mad&  iSi.  Mann,  of  Hew 
York^  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  for  the  por- 
poso  of  taiUng  np  said  bill ;  which  was  a^eed 
to. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Shepabd  moved  that  the  Honse 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

[The  Senate's  amendment  provided  that  Ihe 
stock  of  the  corporations  shonld  be  placed  In 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  as 
a  pledge  of  the  assumption  by  the  Government 
of^ the  Holland  loan ;  and  that  officer  is  author- 
ized, at  any  time  deemed  most  favorable  within 
ten  years,  to  sell  the  same,  and  reimburse  the 
United  States  for  the  amount  advanced ;  and  if 
the  stock  thus  sold  should  yield  more  tiivt 
sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  to  me  Government, 
that  the  excess  shall  be  pdd  over  to  the  several 
corpora^ons  of  the  District] 

Mr.  WiBB  said:  In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Honse,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and 
amendments  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion;  wMoh  were 
ordered  and  were — ^yeas  75,  nays  106. 

So  the  Honse  remsed  to  lay  the  biU  on  the 
table,  and  the  amendment  was  subsequently  oon- 
cuixed  in. 
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TussDAT,  May  17. 
Mexican  Affain. 
Mr.  AoAHfl  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  Bubmit  the  following  resolutions : 

RexUved,  Tlat  the  Presfdent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not 
{ncompalible  with  the  public  iDtereet,  copies  of  any 
orerture  made  stnoe  the  8d  of  March,  1829,  by  his 
authority,  to  the  GoTemmeDt  of  the  United  Uezlcaa 
States,  for  the  acqnUdon  by  tho  United  States  <s& 
any  portion  of  tiw  territories  of  Kezieo  ;  and  copies 
of  all  correspoodence  between  the  two  GoTcnunents 
relating  thereto,  and  upon  any  qaestion  of  boundaiy 
existing  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

RaUv«d,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  commnnlcate  to  this  House,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  a  copy  and 
translations  of  any  law,  decree,  or  ordinance  of  the 
Xeucan  republic,  abolishing  ^very  within  tha  teni- 
tories  thereof,  wUdi  may  be  in  tiie  possesdon  (tf  tiie 
execntiTfl  department  of  the  United  States. 


KvsfSMSDkx^  May  18. 

Ali^iUM  FOitiotuSepart  of  ih»  Selea  Oomr 
mi«M^  Mr.  Pindtnejf  the  ^airman. 

Mr.  FiNOKNBT,  on  leave,  presented  a  report 
from  the  select  oonunittee  on  the  aabieot  of  the 
alKdition  of  slaverr.  nptm  making  iLis  report, 
"Jb.  P.  remarked  that  it  had  recdved  the 
nnsnimoQS  assent  of  the  committee,  and  he 
tnuted  it  would  meet  the  nnanimons  approba- 
tion of  the  Honse.  Bj  their  instmctJon  of  the 
committee,  he  moved  uiat  it  be  read  and  printed. 

Mr.  Mbbobs  moved  that  the  report  he  ]aii  on 
the  table,  withoat  reading,  and  printed. 

Mr.  CiAmoENB,  of  Mi^smppi,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  report;  which  vsb  aooordlnglj 
done. 

The  reacting  oconpied  about  an  hour  and 
a  half.  The  report  oonoluded  with  the  foUow- 
ing  resolntions : 

Retoived,  That  Congress  poeseases  no  constitu- 
tiwal  authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the 
institution  of  shtvery  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
confedenurr. 

I      JUaolveo,  That  Ctmgress  on^t  not  to  Interfere 

'   In  any  way  with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 

'  And  whereas  it  is  extremely  important  and  dedr- 
aUe  that  tho  a^tation  of  tlus  sulyect  should  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
qoiUi^  to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect 
fliUy  reoommoid  the  adoption  of  the  fitUowing  add!- 
dnwl  resolntiou,  viz: 

Suotwed,  Hmt  bU  pedttoos,  memorials,  resolu- 
fiont,  proporitions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 

\  or  to  any  extent  wluteoever,  to  the  subject  of  skvery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being 
dther  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
tibot  no  further  action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  PiKOKKXT  was  instmcted  to  move  that 
5,000  extra  copies  of  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  Wise  said  that  this  report  had  at  length 
oome;  he  never  en>eoted  it  wonld  have  come; 
and  li  was  predmy  such  a  document  as  he 
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anticipated;  and  his  protest,  for  one,  went 
much  farther  than  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hasdin.)  He  saw  every  tiling 
in  it  to  arouse  the  feelings  agunst  it  even  more 
than  against  the  abolition  memorials  ^em- 
selves.  If  Southern  men  adopted  this  report  to 
sustain  their  principles,  they  would  be  much 
mistaken.  There  was  not  one  ground  in  the 
T^hole  report,  long  as  it  was.  for  Southern  men 
to  rest  a  foot  upon.  Bnt  he  had  been  most 
disappointed  la  ttiia  report  beeanae  its  antfaor 
had  not  kept  his  faith  vitii  Vtr,  W.  There 
bad  been  an  express  pledge  given  to  him,  that 
the  ground  woold  t>e  taken  in  the  report,  that 
Congress  had  not  the  power  to  abolish  davery 
in  the  District  of  Colombia.  He  repeated  that 
thU  pledge  had  been  distinctiy  made  to  bun, 
that  no  report  should  be  made,  unless  that 
ground  should  be  taken ;  and  he  saw  no  such 
ground  taken  in  the  report.  The  whole 
amount  of  what  was  oontomed  in  the  report 
was,  that  it  was  not  expedient  now  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District.  Mr.  W.  sud  there 
were  petitions  and  resolutions  lud  before  the 
committee,  of  which  no  notice  had  been  taken ; 
and  the  oommlttee  had  only  announced,  in 
relation  to  the  States,  what  every  one  know, 
that  these  States  had  dedared  that  Congresa 
had  no  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  He  did  not  ooodder  the  report 
as  a  d^ence  of  Southern  interest,  nor  as  an  ex- 
pression of  Southern  feeling. 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  would  not 
allow  one  moment  to  pass  without  his  un- 
measured denunciation  of  the  report  just  read. 
He  felt  caUed  upon  to  do  so,  that  it  should  not 
go  to  the  world  with  the  authority  of  the 
name  (not  of  the  individual  who  had  presented 
it,  but)  of  the  State  from  which  he  came. 
He  had  listened  in  vun  for  one  South  Carolina 
argument,  or  one  honest  bursting  oat  of  tho 
feelings  of  a  South  Garolinian :  not  of  a  South 
Carolmian  from  geography  only,  bnt  one  who 
has  a  head  to  see  the  dangers  that  await  oa, 
and  a  heart  that  does  not  shrink  from  meeting 
them.  Instead  of  a  cool,  firm,  and  fixed  pur- 
pose to  stand  upon  the  rights,  the  chartered 
rights,  of  the  South,  what  have  wet  An 
abandonment  of  those  rights;  stale  homilies 
about  union  and  fanaticism ;  puerile  rhetoric, 
and  Jesuitical  sophistry.  When  the  report 
sqmnts  even  at  the  constitutional  ailment, 
it  shrinks  back  irom  declaring  it  unconstitu- 
tional, and  mollifies  with  the  phrase  *' violation 
of  the  public  futh."  Why  not  speak  out? 
The  chairman  of  that  committee  assured  me 
and  my  fiiend  from  Yirginia,  (Mr.  Wise,)  and 
others  who  were  known  to  stand  on  tiie  third 
parallel  on  this  question,  that  he  would  not 
r^ort  at  all  unless  with  the  distinct  assertion 
of  the  principle  that  Congress  had  no  consti- 
tutional power  to  legislate  upon  slavery  iu  this 
District.  And  how  has  this  pledge  been  re- 
deemed !  Foliug  dedaration  of  "  violation  of 
public  faith."  Mr.  T.  desired  to  hear  less  of 
the  public  faith  trim  one  bo  regardless  of  private 
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flUli.  Ki:  T.  would  luA,  if  he  conld  Uatiy 
STOid  it,  send  the  report  to  l^e  printer;  he 
voald  rather  commit  it  to  the  flames  or  to  tiie 
haDgman. 

luTOwxss  said  the  docnmeat  mmt  speak 
for  itself.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  have  the  document  printed,  so  that  It 
might  be  fairly  understood,  and  might  be  a 
snl»ect  of  deliberation  hereafter ;  bat  no  one 
haa  antiupated  a  debate  on  it  at  this  stage, 
Hr.  O.  concluded  by  moving  to  print  thirty 
thoosand  extra  copies  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Ha.wxs  was  convinced,  from  the  argn- 
ments  of  gentlemen,  that  this  report  onght  to 
be  print^.  No  sooner  waa  this  very  long 
report  read,  in  the  preparation  of  which  the 
committee  had  been  engaged  weeks  vpon  we^ka, 
than  one  gentleman  from  the  Sooth  rose  in  his 
place  and  said  he  conld  not  vote  for  it,  becaose 
it  contained  sach  and  snch  matters.  Another 
from  the  South  rose  and  said  that  he  would  go 
lor  printing  the  docnment,  becanse  he  consid' 
cred  it  as  going  to  allay  the  excitement  at  the 
SoQth ;  and  this  difference  of  opinion  he  con- 
sidered as  the  strongest  reason  why  the  docn- 
ment shoold  be  priMted.  His  constituents 
would  not  permit  him  to  form  an  opinion  for 
them  in  this  matter ;  they  would  require  tiie 
report  itself  to  be  submittied  to  them :  and  he 
twmgfat  the  gentleman  from  Yii^nia  bad  grae 
rather  &r  in  speaking  for  hte  constituents. 

Mr.  pATTon  wished  to  state  his  reasons  Ibr 
voting  to  print  this  document.  He  sboidd  not 
only  vote  to  print  the  usual  number,  bnt  he 
would  vote  to  print  any  reasonable  extra 
number.  The  report  was  presented  to  him 
as  the  result  of  the  labors  of  a  committee 
wMch  had  lieen  raised  to  take  into  oon^dera- 
tion  a  most  interesting  and  exciting  subject 
He  had  not  concurred  with  the  House  in  the 
course  it  thoaeht  proper  to  pursue  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  te  waa  not  of  opinion  that  it 
was  the  most  prudent  and^adicious  course,  and 
he  had  not  changed  in  opmion.  He  was  per- 
feetly  satisfied  that  the  expectaUcma  of  gentle- 
BKu  would  bo  frustrated  and  disappointed. 
Kotwithstuding  &is,  fae  wonld  be  in  favor  of 
having  tiie  report  take  the  usual  course. 

Vt.  RoBaKTS03T  contended  that  the  report 
yielded  to  Congress  tlie  right  to  abolisli  slavery 
in  this  District,  and  yielded  every  thing  which 
the  abolitionists  could  have  expected  when 
they  sent  their  petitions  there.  He  had  heard 
the  report  read,  he  would  not  say  with  surprise, 
bnt  with  deep  mortification  and  regret ;  because 
it  was  not  calculated  to  put  the  South  upon 
the  ground  which  she  ought  to  occupy;  and 
the  resolutions  did  not  go  to  the  extent  abso- 
Intely  neoessary  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the 
coraitry.  Mr.  S.  contended  that  the  printing 
of  a  docament  was  left  to  the  diseretitm  of  tiie 
Home,  and  he  thought  in  the  present  instance 
Uiey  should  not  print.  Mr.  R  conclnded  by 
moving  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  resola- 
tion  that  GoDgrees  does  not  possess  the  consti- 
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tntional  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Colnmbia  or  the  Territories, 

Mr.  TnoHSON,  of  Ohio,  did  not  rise  to  dis- 
cuss the  question.  It  had  already  been  too 
much  discussed.  He  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment.  He  desired 
merely  to  say  that  the  report  did  not,  as  had 
been  stated,  yield  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  of  abolishing  slavery  in  the  District. 
All  assertions  of  the  kind  were  mossly  incorrect. 

The  debate  was  here  arreat<«  by  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  role  had  be<m 
sospended. 

Thdbsdat,  19. 
Mr.  Pinclmey't  Seport  on  Abolition  PeHtvmi, 

The  House  resumed,  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday,  the  consideration  of  tho 
report  and  resolutions  from  the  sdect  comidt- 
tee  on  the  subject  of  the  abc^tion  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
BoBERTSON  to  recommit  the  report,  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  resolution  det^ring  that 
Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to  inter- 
fere with  the  aalgect  of  slavery  in  th»  IHstiict 
of  Oolnmbiar^ 

Ur.  Btvuh,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
spoke  at  conmderable'  length.  He  observed 
that  it  had  been  sfud  by  certain  genlJomen  that 
they  were  disappointed  in  the  report ;  that  it 
was  lost  such  a  report  as  had  been  anticipated 
by  them.  ■  In  reply  to  that,  Mr.  B.  said  that 
the  opposition  to  this  report  was  just  such 
identical  opposition  as  he  had  anticipated.  Ho 
was  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  would 
not  meet  the  approbation  of  cert^n  gentlemen 
in  that  House^  and  he  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  this  oppodtion.  It  was  surprising  that  gen- 
tiemen  were  prepared,  as  by  mtuition,  to  con- 
demn a  report  of  immense  length;  and  ^st 
these  gentlemen  perf^cthr  understood  the  re- 
port withont  having  it  printed  for  examination. 
If^  however,  the  statements  of  gentlemen  who 
had  opposed  the  printing  of  the  report  wero 
to  be  taken  as  good  for  any  thing,  it  was  tha 
strongest  evidence  that  the  report  should  be 
printed  for  the  connderation  of  that  body  and 
of  the  nation.  It  was  due  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  committee  who  had  made 
that  report,  that  it  should  be  printed,  because 
his  motives  and  his  reasons  had  been  denounced 
on  that  floor,  and  this  document  should  be 

{>rinted  as  his  defence.  He  ought  to  have  it 
aid  before  the  people,  who  were  to  judge  him. 
It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  of  the  most 
crying  kind  to  refiise  to  print  this  docnment ; 
that  gentieman  had  a  right  to  be  lieazd  before 
that  Honse  and  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would 
sanction  every  sentiment  and  every  principle 
lidd  down  in  this  report ;  but  he  was  prepared 
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to  flay  that  he  would  look  into  it,  and  ^Te  it 
his  impartial  consideration,  and  he  felt  himself 
free  to  act  after  reading  it.  Bat  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Robebtsou)  had  stated  that 
the  report  enrrendered  every  thing  to  the  aboli- 
tionists. It  was  a  mistake.  Neither  the  House 
nor  the  report,  so  far  as  met  his  obserration,  sur- 
rendered every  thing  to  the  abolitionists.  The 
very  object  which  uie  abolItaonistB  contended 
for  had  been  met  by  the  Eonse,  and  refused 
them.  Attempts  had  been  made  to  east  impu- 
tations on  ttie  party  with  whom  lie  acted  in 
nlatioa  to  this  snl^ect :  and,  if  it  was  not  ont 
of  order,  he  would  call  npon  the  dudnnan  of 
the  -committee  who  had  made  this  report,  to 
say  what  party  had  generally  introduced  these 
abolition  memoiiala,  and  what  number  of  those 
that  belonged  to  tiie  party  with  which  he  acted 
had  signed  them. 

Mr.  PiNOKNET,  in  reply  to  this  call  npon 
him,  declined  giving  an  explanation.  He  could 
not  do  80,  consistmtly  with  a  sense  of  pro- 

Eriety,  npon  the  call  of  an  individual  member. 
'  the  House  required  it,  be  would  state  all 
that  he  knew  ree^ectang  the  memorials,  but  not 
otherwise.  He  had  e^nined  Aem  very  care- 
ftally,  and  had  made  a  sehednle  <tf  the  idaoea 
and  States  tiiOT  came  fivm,  and  of  the  aggre- 
nnmber  of  memorials  and  rignatures.  He 
nothing  to  do  with  party,  in  reference  to 
slavery,  and  therefore  would  not  say  any  thing 
that  might  have  the  ronotdst  tendency  to 
excite  any  party  fraling  on  the  subject  It 
was  not  amiss,  however,  he  thought,  to  state 
that  the  whole  nnmber  or  memorials  presented 
to  Congress  this  session  amounted  to  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six ;  that  they  came  from  ton 
States,  embracing  an  aggregate  population  of 
nearly  eight  millions ;  uiat  the  whole  number 
of  dgnatares  was  about  thirty-four  thousand ; 
and  that,  of  those,  more  than  two-fifths  were 
females.  He  thonght  these  fiaota  oof^t  to  be 
known.  The  people  of  the  Bouth  ought  to 
know  every  thmg  respecting  these  mouorials. 
They  could  see  the  immense  disproportion 
between  the  millions  of  freemen  who  are 
determined  to  maintain  their  constitutional 
obligations  to  their  Southern  bretliren,  and  the 
band  of  incendiary  agitators  who  would  tram- 

}>ld  on  all  laws,  human  and  divine,  in  the  relent- 
ess  prosecution  of  their  diabolical  designs. 
He  believed  that  there  never  was  a  healthier 
tone  of  sentiment  in  the  noo-slaveholding 
States,  in  reference  to  the  domestic  institutions 
of  the  South,  than  at  this  moment  There 
was,  unquestionably,  abnndant  reason  for  vigi- 
lanoe  and  cantion  in  relation  to  the  fimatics ; 
bnt  there  was  also  abundant  reason  to  rely  on 
tiie  enlightened  tMtriotism  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  States.  Ibiere  are  great  moral  caosea 
at  work  in  favor  of  the  South.  We  should 
trust  their  efficacy,  an^  watch  their  progress. 
The  people  of  the  non-daTeholding  States  are 
alive  to  the  dangers  connected  with  this  ques- 
tion, and  they  are  generously  fighting  the  battie 
of  the  South.  They  shonld  be  encouraged  by 


[Uat,  1838. 

confidence  and  gratitude;  not  repelled  by 
vituperation  and  suspicion.  Hr.  F.  sud  he 
deeply  regretted  that  inflammatory  ^scussion 
had  ag^n  arisen  upon  this  matter.  He  should 
do  nothing  to  continue  it  He  had  alwava 
deprecated  the  agitatim  of  slavery  in  t^e 
h^dls  of  Congress.  He  hoped  the  subject 
would  soon  DQ  dispoised  of,  and  that  peace 
might  be  restored  to  the  South  and  to  the 
country.  While  he  was  U|^  however,  with 
the  permisdlou  <]t  the  House,  he  would  mqoire 
of  the  honorable  member  fnnu  Yiifpnia  whether 
it  was  hia  derire  to  j/nu  his  amendment  to  a 
vote. 

[Mr.  RoBKBTSON  replied,  unqnestionabfy  it 

was.] 

Mr.  PiNOKNET  then  s^d,  if  that  was  his 
object,  and  a  vote  should  be  taken,  he  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendment.  Mr.  P.  held, 
and  always  had  held,  that  Coagress  possesses 
no  constitutional  authority  to  aboli^  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  thought  it 
susceptible  of  demonstration.  .  It  had  been  his 
opinion,  long  before  it  was  ever  talked  of  by 
many  who  now  ride  upon  it  as  a  hobby.  The 
gentleman  had  said  that  tiie  report  gave  up  the 
oonstitntional  question.  It  does  no  such  thing: 
It  asserts  disraioily  tiie  eonbnry,  ccmadering 
Congress  as  the  National  Legiuatnre  of  the 
Union.  As  r^ards  its  power  as  a  local  Le^s- 
lature,  no  opu^on  is  expressed.  Congreea 
remains  unoommitted  upon  that  point.  No 
deoiedon  has  ever  been  made  upon  it  by  either 
House ;  and  why  shonld  a  decision  be  called 
for  nowl  What  would  be  thought  of  any 
Southern  man  who  should  move  the  resolution 
declaring  that  Conjgress  does  not  possess  power 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Now,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  if  the  House  were 
prescied  to  vote  upon  a  resolntion  denying  such 
power,  it  would  be  rejected,  and  most  probably 
by  a  large  majority.  He  did  not  know  the  fact, 
of  course,  as  no  man  can  know  any  thing  that 
bas  not  actually  taken  place.  But  it  was  hia 
decided  conviction  that  such  would  be  the 
result  The  Soutii  would  be  beaten,  as  it  Iiad 
been  in  tiie  Senate  on  the  question  of  reception. 
One  defeat  was  enough.  He  did  not  desire 
another.  That  was  the  reasc»i  he  had  avoided 
pressing  the  Honsa  upon  the  abstract  questions 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  tiie  actual  author- 
ity of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District. 

As  matters  now  stand,  every  thing  is  operat- 
ing favorably  to  the  South.  The  Senate,  by  a 
large  im^jority,  has  r^ected  the  prayer  of  the 
abaiiti(m  memorials.  This  House  has  adopted 
resolutions  pledging  the  national  fudtii  not  to 
interfere  with  slaverv  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. The  tone  of  pabUc  sentiment  is  sound  and 

Patriotic  in  all  tiie  non-alaveholding  States, 
he  South,  BO  for,  is  victorious,  and  every 
thing  goes  well  for  her  advantage  and  security  I 
Why,  then,  press  this  abstract  questicai  now  t 
Why  force  a  battle  upon  a  ground  no  way 
necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  South,  and  wiui 
a  moral  cert^ty  cf  being  driven  from  iti  Is 
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itfor  fhe  purpose  of  party  agitation?  Is  it  for 
the  purpose  of  ezoiting  the  Booth,  with  no 
shadow  of  ueceanty  for  saoh  excitement?  He 
ooald  not  believe  it  What  thou  ?  The  gentle- 
man etyu  a  pledge  of  the  pnbUo  faith  signifies 
nothing.  Indeed  I  What,  then^  wonld  a  reso- 
IntitKi  of  disolumer  rignifj  ?  If  the  Honse  «an 
resdnd  the  one,  so  it  can  rescind  the  other. 
Bat  the  Honse  wonld  be  mnch  more  likely  to 
rescmd  a  mere  disclaimer  of  anthoritj,  which 
is  QotJiiDg  more  than  an  ezproB^on  of  opinion 
upon  an  abstract  point,  than  it  wonld  be  to 
TOdate  a  solemn  pledge  of  the  iiati(mal  faith, 
which  it  ooold  not  do  withont  shoolciiu;  the 
moral  sense  of  everr  weU-rc^nlated  mioo,  and 
degnding  itself  in  uie  estimation  of  the  whole 
ciriliaed  world  by  the  palpable  ocanmisnon  of 
an  act  of  perfidy.  Mr.  F.  sud  he  had  no  fear 
d  any  snch  atrocity.  He  considered  Uie  qnes- 
tion  settled.  The  Government  had  made  a 
Bdemn  covenant  upon  this  sabject  with  the 
slaveholding  States ;  Oongress  might  violate 
the  constitntion ;  it  coald  not,  would  not. 
violate  the  pnblio  futh.  It  was  bound  hand 
and  foot  The  South  had  nbtluog  now  to  fear, 
except  from  those  who  are  d^rmined  to  oon- 
tinoe  the  a^tatioQ  of  slavery  for  the  puipose 
of  ecdtemoit  Abolitionism  has  attwied  its 
height  It  has  began  to  go  down,  and  will  soon 
disappear  entirely,  if  we  do  not  fan  the  flame 
oimMTeR,  and  wUl  only  allow  our  friends  in 
tbenon-sUveholding  States  to  flght  the  fanatioe 
In  their  own  w»v  and  not  trammel  them  in 
their  operaiioDB  by  mixing  op  extraneous  and 
imneceesary  qiieBti<nu  with  the  sal^eot  of  abo- 
UUon. 

Mr.  RoBKBTAOs  rose  in  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  and  in  support  of  his 
motion. 

The  motiung  hoar  having  expired,  the  House 
proceeded  to  uie  ord«s  of  the  day. 

On  moUon  of  Mr.  Mn.r.icw,  and  by  general 
otmsentthe  osnal  mmber  the  report  made 
If  Mr.  Fdtckbxt,  on  the  snl^ect  of  abolition, 
was  ordared  to  be  printed. 


WiDRBDAT,  May  Sff. 

Mr.  Pinetneif*i  Seport  on  Alo  Ution  Petitioru. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  "Mr.  Pincenbt,  from  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 

Tlie  question  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Robeet- 
aoN,  to  recommit  the  report  to  the  same  com- 
mittee^ with  instractions  to  report  a  reeolation 
dedanng  th^  Oongress  has  not  the  power  to 
ftbt^ah  uaveiy  in  l£e  District  of  Odunbia. 

lb.  BoBnosos  continned  his  ai^punent  at 
great  length  in  snm»ort  of  his  motion  and  .the 
propoffltions  he  baa  laid  down,  and  when  he 
oondnded, 

Mr.  Owm  expressed  an  opinion  that  the 
dtsooscdon  on^t  not  to  be  continned,  and 
moved  the  ^OTioos  question. 


[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  Fattoit  rose  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman 
from  Oecn^  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Owmn  repeated  that  he  wonld  not  with- 
draw it 

Mr.  Va-ttos  hoped  he  would  not  denounce 
every  man  who  shoold  not  vote  for  Ms 
motion. 

The  qsestion  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  1^  the 
House — yeas  90,  nays  82. 

Mr.  WisR  then  demanded  the  yeas  and  na^ 
on  the  previous  question,  and  they  were  ordep< 
ed. 

Messrs,  Wibb  and  EyMun-r  simaltaneoasly 

moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WiBB  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
call;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
stood — yeas  97,  nays  108. 

Mr.  Stobxb  mo^  to  lay  tiie  sabject  on  the 
table ;  and  that  moti(m  was  negatived  without 
a  division. 

The  question  *'  Shall  the  main  question  be 
now  put? "  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
a£Bnnative — ^yeas  109,  nays  89. 

So  it  was  detramined  that  the  mun  quesUon 
be  now  pot ;  and  the  Speaker  decided  tnat  the 
main  question  was  upon  agreeing  to  tbe  abovo 
resolutions. 

Vt.  EmefrsB  called  for  a  diviMon  of  the 
qnestion,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  read,  oa  follows : 

**Jie»olved,  TbAt  Congress  posBesses  no  constita- 
tional  authority  to  interfere  in  any  way  irith  the 
institution  of  edavety  in  any  of  the  States  of  this 
oonfedenioy.'* 

Mr.  Adahb  said,  if  the  House  would  allow 
him  five  miuutes'  time,  he  pledged  lumself  to 
prove  that  resolution  false  and  utterly  nntme. 

He  was  here  called  to  order  in  different  parts 
of  the  Hoaae,  and  resumed  his  seat. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  first  resolution,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Boekee, 
Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Boree,  Boyd,  Briggs, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bonch,  Buns,  B.  Calhoun, 
Ganbrdraig,  Carr,  Casey,  O.  CSiambers,  Cbaoey, 
Cbapman,  Chimin,  N.  H.  Cidbome,  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Oorwin, 
Cnug,  Cramer,  Crane,  Cuahii^,  Cudiman,  Debeny, 
Dickerson,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  DntUap,  Fair* 
field,  Fariin,  French,  Fry,  P.  C.  Fuller,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  J.  OariMKi,  fflllet  Otanger,  Grantland, 
GraTes,  Orauwn,  Haky,  J.  Hall,  H.  ^01,  Hamer, 
Bannegan,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harp^  8.  S.  Harrison,  A. 
6.  Hanison,  Hawee,  Haynes,  Henderaon,  Heiater, 
Hoar,  Holaey,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  J.  Jack- 
eon,  J.  Johnson,  R  VL  ^hnson,  C.  Johnson,  H. 
Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Judaon,  Eennon,  Eilgrae, 
Kionard,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lan^g,  Laporte, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea, 
Iieonaid,  Lincoln,  Loratn,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A. 
Hum,  J.  Uann,  Uamn,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S. 
Mason,  Iby,  IfoOuty,  MoComi^  MoW  M^Kwrnow, 
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KcEeoD,  ICcEiin,  UcLene,  Meroer,  Uilier,  Milligao, 
Montgomery,  Uorgan,  Horns,  Huhleoberg,  Owen*, 
Arker,  Paries,  FRtterson,  Fatton,  F.  Fierce,  D.  J. 
Pearoe,  Fettigrev,  Phelps,  Ilnduiey,  Reed,  Beocber, 
John  Beynolda,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Biplej,  Bouie, 
Bogers,  Schendt,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepwd,  A.  K 
Shepperd,  Shields,  Shion,  Sickles,  Smith,  ^Mmffler, 
Speight,  E^rague,  Staodefer,  Steele,  Storer,  SuUier- 
land,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  ThomsoD, 
Toncey,  Towns,  Turner,  Turrfll,  Uodenrood^ander- 
poel,  Tmton,  Waxener,  Ward,  WardweO,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  ^Ish*  Whitdesey,  L.  Wllllama,  8. 
Wiiliana— 182. 

ITatb.— MesBTS.  Adnna,  Claifc,  Denny,  Ercff^  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  FhUllpa,  Potts,  Sbde— 9. 


TBTiBa>i.T,  Hay  26. 
Jfr.  Pindauy*t  Smarten  AiolitionPett6iotu, 

In  answer  to  inqidries,  as  to  what  would 
beocone  of  tiie  votes  of  tlioBe  gentlemm  who 
had  adced  to  be  exoosed,  if  fh^  ahoidd  here- 
after be  reqmied  to  TOte,  the  Cbatr  atid  that 
the  failore  of  gentlemen  to  rote  oonid  not  arrest 
the  deoiaion  of  the  Honse. 

The  first  resolntion  was  then  declared  to  have 
been  adopted — yeas  183,  nays  9. 

The  second  resolntion  was  read,  as  follows : 

**Setolved,  That  Congress  ought  not  to  interfere 
fat  any  way  with  alarery  in  the  District  of  Colomtua." 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  rote  br  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  ad(^>tion  of  this  rescuntiOD. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Aducs  was  called,  he 
asked  to  he  ezcnBed  from  Toldng. 

The  Obaib  said  the  gentleman's  name  wonld 
be  passed  for  the  present 

MX.  Granokb,  auo,  when  his  name  was  called, 
rose,  and  commenced  reading  from  a  manoscript 
to  this  effect : 

"I  decline  voting  on  the  second  resolntion 
reported  hj  Hr.  Fihokbxt,  from  the  select 
committee  " — ^Mr.  O.  was  here  called  to  order. 

Mr.  G.  oontanned.  "  I  do  not  ask  to  be  ez- 
cnsed,  because  " — ^Mr.  G.  was  again  londly  call- 
ed to  order  in  ererr  part  of  the  Honse. 

The  Ohaib  scud  it  was  not  in  wder  for  the 
gentl«naa  to  make  an  argoment  pen^Ung  the 
vote  hy  yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  GsAKoKR  then  yielded  the  floor. 

Hr.  WisB  declined  voting,  for  reasons  which 
he  sent  to  the  Ohair,  bnt  which  were  not  read. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced, 

Hr.  OoFFKB  asked  the  permisdon  of  the  Honse 
to  reoord  his  vote.  He  had  risen  from  a  uck 
bed,  oonbrary  to  the  advice  of  his  friends  and 
physician,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  on  th^ 
resolations.  He  had  been  in  an  at^oining  room, 
and  the  officers  of  the  Honse  had  neglected  to 
comply  with  his  request  to  be  notified  when 
the  vote  was  taken.  It  was  nnder  these 
peculiar  circumstances  that  he  had  made  the 
request 

iix.  WHmxBnc^  of  Ohio,  objected. 
The  seom^resomtion  was  then  declared  to 
be  adopted— yeas  183,  ni^  46 ;  as  fbllowa : 


Yua.— Messrs.  0.  Allan,  Antbonr.  Ash,  Barton 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Boaldhi, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bucbanan,  Bun(^  Boms, 
Oambreleng,  Caser,  Oun^,  Cbamnan,  Chapin,  N. 
H.  Oatbome,  JcAa  F.  H.  GUbome,  aeveUnd, 
Coles,  Coaaae,  Craig,  Cnmec,  CaOmm,  Debeiry, 
Dii^erson,  DouUeday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  lUrfield, 
Fftriin,  French,  Fry,  W.  C  Puller,  Galbraitti,  J. 
Garland,  (Hllet,  Granthnd,  Graves,  Baley,  J.  HaU, 
Bamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  O.  Harrison,  Hawes, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Howard,  Howdl,  Hubley,  Hunting* 
ton,  Htintsman,  Ii^iam,  J.  Jackson,  J.  JohnsonTR. 
U.  Johnson,  0.  Jcnnson,  B.  Jcrimson,  J.  W.  Jonea^ 
Judson,  Eennon,  Einnard,  Efingensmith,  Ijot^g, 
L^mrte,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan; 
Loyall,  AbUah  Uann,  Mattia,  William  Mason.  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McEeon,  McEim, 
McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Homn,  Mahlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  I^Uton,  J^mklin  Fierce, 
James  A.  Pearoe,  PetUgrew,  Phelps,  Pindmey, 
Bencher,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  |[^^(ddi,  K^ey, 
Roane,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  WuiamB.  wep* 
ard,  Augustine  H.  Siepperd,  9iinn,  ^(^es,  Rangier, 
^ght,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutheriand,  "Sjiar 
ferro,  Ta^or,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Waid,  Ward- 
well,  Webster,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Shenod 
WilHams-Ua 

Nats.— Messrs.  Heoum  ABeu,  Bailey,  Bond,  Boi^ 
den,  Briggs,  William  B.  Oalhonn,  Garr,  George  • 
Cntambers,  Childs,  Claik,  Gushing,  Denny,  Everett, 
Fbilo  G.  Fuller,  Grennell,  H&nd  HaU,  Bud, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltine,  Hend^son,  Heister, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  B. 
Jones,  Eilgore,  Lane,  Lawrence,  Joshua  Lee, 
Lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  MoCarty,  Mt^enuan,  Morris, 
Alker,  Fldmps,  Potts,  Seed,  BnsseD,  Slade,  Spruoe. 
TTnto;  WU^Saey-i^ 

The  preamble  and  third  readntloB  were  Oaea 
read,  as  follows : 

"And  whereas  It  Is  extremely  Imporiant  and 
desirable  that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  should  be 
finally  arrested,  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  tran- 
quillity to  the  public  mind,  your  committee  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adi^rtion  of  the  following  ndSL- 
tional  resolution,  tIe; 

"jRetolved,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolu* 
tioQS,  propositions  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slaveiy,  shall,  without  bdng 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  tabl& 
and  that  no  fitrtber  action  irttaterer  dull  be  Inui 
thereon." 

Hr.  Phillips  moved  to  lay  the  preamble  and 
third  resolution  on  the  table.  K^^tived — 
yeas  69,  nays  118. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  adoption  of 
thepreamble  and  third  resolution. 

when  the  name  of  Mr.  Adams  was  called, 
that  gentleman  rose  and  sud :  I  hold  the  reso- 
lution to  be  a  direct  violation  of  tibe  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  the  ri^ts  of  my  oonstatnenta.  Hr. 
A.  resnmed  his  seat  amid  lond  cries  of  "order," 
from  all  parts  cS  the  halL 

The  third  resolotion  was  ibm  agreed  to—? 
yeas  117,  nays  68,  as  follows: 
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Tu&— KeflBffl.  C.  Allan,  Ash,  Aehle;,  Barton, 
Bean,  Bw^ee,  Boon,  Bores,  Bora,  Brown,  Burns, 
CunlwdenK,  Casey,  (Satiej^  Chqunao,  Cbqiui, 
N.  H.  CbibMne,  J.  H.  Claiborne,  Clerdand, 
Orfl^  Coles,  Connor,  Cnug,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Debeny,  Dickenon,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  DimUp, 
Tairfield,  Parian,  French,  Jrj,  W.  K.  Fuller, 
Galbraith,  GiUet,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Earner, 
HanUn,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawee,  Haynee, 
Howaid,  Hublej,  HnntJngton,  Huntsman,  Ingbam, 
J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  R.  H.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson, 
Ckve  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilg(M«,  UntkHn],  Elinzen- 
■uth,  Landng,  (Mdeon  Lee,  Jouiu  Lee,  Luke  Lea, 
Leooard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Ljon,  Abijah  Hann,  Martin, 
WiDiam  Mason,  Uoses  Mason,  May,  McGonus,  Mc- 
Kay, McEeon,  HcKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Miulrabui^  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterstm,  Frank- 
fin  Fierce,  Jaufts  A.  Pearce,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
nndoiey.  Bencher,  J<An  Beynoldg,  Joseph  Bey- 
udda,  Bipley,  Boane,  Bogers,  Seymour,  Augus- 
tine H.  Sbepperd,  Shields,  Kckles,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Speight,  Staudefer,  Sutheriand,  Taliaferro,  Taylor, 
ToBoey,  Towns,  Tamer,  TurriU,  Underwood,  Tan- 
deipod,  Wagener,  Whhe,  Lewis  Williams,  Bherrod 
WiUiaiie— 117. 

Nats. — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Boad, 
Berden,  Bi^s.  Bacbansn,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Q. 
Oiaoiban,  ^us,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
Benny,  Eraett,  P.  C.  lUler,  J.  Oariand,  Glascock, 
Graiwer,  Gminell,  Haley,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
Haz^ne,  Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Howell, 
Hunt,  IngeisoU,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  John  W. 
Jones,  MDjamiD  Jones,  Judson,  Lane,  Laporte, 
lAwreoce,  Lincoln,  Lore,  Samson  Mason,  McCorty, 
McKennan,  Monis,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
FhiQipe,  Pickens,  Potts,  Seed,  Bobertson,  Bnssell, 
Scllend^  Bhinn,  Ssde,  %>ragae,  Steele,  Storer,  John 
Hubsod,  Tintm,  Wardwdl,  Wdwter,  B.  WhttOesey 
-68. 


■Wkdnksdat,  June  8. 

JGdtiffon  and  ArhsntM — AdmittUm  into  the 
Union. 

Ibe  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  oonstderatlon  of 
flie  foIloviDg  Dills : 

'  "An  act  to  establiib  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  proride  for  the  admiadon 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 
~  "  An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
Into  the  Union,  and  to  proTide  for  the  due  execution 
tibe  IswB  (rf  the  Udted  States  vitiiia  the  same, 
aid  for  ottier  parposes.** 

The  first  bill  having  been  rea^ 

Ur,  Wbb  moved  to  postpone  its  farther  eon- 
ridera^oi  till  Honday,  in  order  to  proceed  with 
the  ArliMiMM  bUL 

Hr.  Thomas  wonld  call  die  attention  of  the 
Honae  to  Uie  position  ef  the  tro  bills  on  the 
Speaker^s  taUe,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  this 
postponement  is  entirely  nnnecessary.  These 
bills  are  from  the  Senate.  By  the  mles  of  this 
Hoose,  two,  I  may  say  three,  questions  will 
arise,  to  be  deoided  before  they  can  become  a 
law,  so  far  as  this  House  is  concerned.  We 
most  first  order  each  of  these  bills  to  be  read 
a  tiurd  timft;  the  next  question  then  will  be, 


[H.orB. 

When  shall  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time  ?  and 
the  last  question  to  be  decided  will  be,  Shall 
the  bill  pass?  Why,  then,  shVnld  Soathem 
men  now  make  an  efibrt  to  givo  precedence  to 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the 
Union?  If  they  manifest  distrost,  most  we 
not  expect  that  fears  will  be  entertdned  by 
Northern  members,  that  uireasonable  <mpoA- 
tion  will  be  made  to  the  admisdon  of  ffichi- 

fan  t  Let  ns  proceed  hannoniotiBly,  nntU  we 
□d  that  onr  narmony  must  be  intermpted. 
We  shall  lose  nothing  by  so  doing.  If  a 
m^ority  of  the  House  be  in  favor  of  reading  a 
third  time  the  Michigan  bill,  they  will  order  it 
to  be  done.  After  that  vote  has  been  taken, 
we  can  rofose  to  read  the  bill  a  third  time,  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  then  consider  the  Arkansas  bill, 
report  it  to  the  House,  order  it  to  be  read  a 
third  time ;  and  in  this  order  proceed  to  read 
them  each  a  third  time,  if  a  minority  of  the 
Hon^e  be  in  &Tor  of  that  proceeding. 

Let  it  not  be  siud  that  Sonthern  moi  mi^  be 
taken  by  nuprise,  if  the  prooeedmg  here 
Tespectftuly  recommended  be  adopted.  U  the 
fiiends  of  Arkansas  are  snfficiently  nnmeroris 
to  carry  now  the  motion  to  postpone,  they  can 
arrest  at  any  time  the  action  of  the  House  on 
the  Michigan  bill,  until  clear  indubitable  Indioap 
tions  have  been  nren  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise is  not  to  be  disregarded. 

Mr.  WiBB  advocated  the  motion  to  postpone 
the  Michigan  hill,  and  the  debate  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  OusmKo,  Pjltton,  Suthbbland^ 
BouLDiN,  Lewis,  SpEiaBT,  Williams  of  Ken- 
tucky, Sbvibr,  Kass  of  New  York,  Habdik, 
and  Vahdbbpoxl. 

Hr.  Adud  stated  fhat  yrhea  the  Arkansas 
bill  came  into  the  Hoose,  if  no  onft  else  moved 
the  Bubjeot  of  the  restricti(Hi  of  slavery,  he 
should. 

Mr.  WiBB  modified  his  motion  by  moving  to 
refer  both  bills  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to 
that  committee  to  incorporate  the  two  bills  into 
one  bill. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  Yikton, 
Mbboeb,  Thomas,  and  Bmoos. 

Mr.  PArroN  inqnlred  the  Oj>inion  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the  necessity  of  committing  these  bills. 

The  CuAiE  replied  that  the  bill  for  the  ad- 
miation  of  Arkimsas,  as  it  contained  an  appro- 
priation for  the  judges,  would,  under  ihe  rnlo^ 
require  bdng  committed ;  and  that  the  bill  for 
the  admission  of  lOchi^^  although  it  contain- 
ed no  express  appropriation,  created  a  charge 
upon  -the  Treasury,  and  came,  though  not  clear- 
ly, within  the  spirit  of  the  rale.  The  Chair 
read  a  former  decision  on  the  p<dnt,  made  in 
1882. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Speight,  Yjjb^ 
DEBPOEL,  Seed,  Makn  of  New  York,  BrnGoa, 
and  Boon, 

The  Chaib  decided  that  the  Arkansss  bill 
required  to  be  committed;  and,  if  that  bill 
required  to  be  committed,  bo  did  the  other. 
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ABRIBaMENT  OF  THE 


H.  OP  E.] 

Hr.  TnouAs  said  a  few  words  in  explanation, 
and  renewedihe  motion  (as  requested)  that  the 
committee  rise ;  which  provailed— yeas  7^  nays 

The  comnutteo  accordingly  rose  and  leported. 


Thubbdat,  Jnno  9. 
Mkhiffon  md  Arhinaat—Aflmution  ^tto  the 

The  Hoose,  In  farther  execution  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Ur.  Speight  in  the 
Ohair,)  and  resumed  the  coneideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  tite  northern  boundary  of 
Ohio,  and  for  the  admisaon  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union. 

Ur.  Adams  sold  that  he  wanted  to  offer  an 
amendment  which  he  had  not  had  time  to  pre- 
pare, and  he  wished  a  farther  opportonity. 
His  desire  was  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan 
by  a  bill  for  that  purpose  alone,  separated  from 
ail  questions  of  bonndacy.  He  believed  the 
people  of  >Dchigan  had  a  right  to  admission, 
bnt  ne  wanted  the  question  of  disputed  boun- 
dary to  he      for  future  adjustment. 

Mr.  Thomas  suggested  that  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  bin  be  reported,  and  offer  it  in  the 
House. 

Mr.  Adahs  said  he  would  if  the  screws  would 
not  be  applied. 

Mr.  Thomas  stud  lie  could  make  no  pledges 
for  tiie  House ;  but  it  could  make  no  difference 
to  the  question. 

Hr.  ADAue  said  it  would  make  a  difference ; 
for  iu  committee  he  could  argue  the  propriety 
of  the  amepdmen^  without  beiag  cut  off  by 
the  previous  question.  He  moved  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  Busmx  moved  to  amend  lite  InlL  so  as 
to  provide  that  none  bat  free  white  maw  oiti- 
xena  ^onld  be  voters. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ite.  BvaaxEX^B 
proposed  amendment ;  it  was  njeoted. 

;nie  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  aud  the  bill  for 
the  admisdou  of  Arkansas  was  taken  up. 

nil.  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
troducing a  clause  "that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  construed  as  an  assent  by  Ck>ngress  to 
the  article  in  the  constitution  of  the  said  State 
in  relation  to  idavery  and  the  emancipation  of 
slaves." 

This  motion  was  debated  by  Messra.  Adams, 
OirsHixo,  Babd,  Bsiooa,  and  Wisb. 

The  question  was  taken  at  about  4  o^doc^ 
in  the  mondng,  and  the  amendment  negatived 
V  <^  ^vte  of  98  to  82. 

The  Arkansas  bin  was  laid  asid^  and  the 
oommittee  took  up  the  "  sapplementuy  bill  for 
the  adrolsdou  of  Arkansas  into  the  Umon,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Mabon,  of  Virginia,  renewed  the  motion 
&at  the  conunittee  rise,  and  report  the  bills  to 
the  House.   [Tfajs  was  about  7  o'clock.] 

Hr.  Wua  um  rose  and  addressed  the  House 


[JoiTB,  1836. 

at  length  in  opposition  to  the  course  of  ti» 
m^ority,  in  pressing  this  question  upon  a 
House,  sleepy,  tired,  and  dmnx.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  motion  that  the  committee  report 
the  bills,  and  said  he  would  speak  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  the  House  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  dropping  the  snlfject,  as  it  was  not 
a  special  order  for  Friday. 

Mr.  WiBs  continued  the  thread  of  his  re- 
marks upon  the  bill,  and  having  condnded, 

Mr.  MoEknicav  obtained  tiie  floor.  The 
members  of  the  Boose  were,  he  said,  evidently 
all  worn  out  by  tbis  protracted  ritting ;  many 
had  not  slept,  and  othwB  bad  not  Inroken  ^eir 
fast.  All  had  need  of  reTWse.  We  have,  said 
he,  fought  the  bill  manfully,  an^  done  our  best 
to  stave  off  the  decision  upon  it  My  friend 
from  Yirglnia  (especially)  has  fou^t  it  hard 
and  long,  and  has,  in  fact,  verified  the  old  adage, 
"  a  lean  dog  for  a  long  chase."  I  hope,  sir,  tiie 
oommittee  will  rise,  and  report  the  bills,  and 
that  we  shall  adjourn  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Mo£.  made  a  motion  to  this  effect. 

The  motion  was  carried.  The  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills,  and  the  House 
then  adjourned  over  to  meet  on  Saturday,  at 
the  usual  hour,  (10  o'dock.) 


MoimAT,  June  18. 

Michigan  and  ArkanK»—Adm{tti<m  into  the 
Union. 

The  ^use  proceeded  to  Uie  consideration  of 
tbefbUoving  bills: 

"  An  act  to  establish  the  nwthem  boandary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admisNon 
of  the  State  of  Hichigan  into  the  tTnion,  upon  the 
conditions  therein  expressed." 

"  An  act  for  the  admisrion  of  the  8t^  of  Arican- 
sas  into  the  Union,  and  to  provide  for  the  due  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  vithm  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposea" 

The  House  proceeded  first  to  the  coDsident- 
tion  of  the  Michigan  bill. 

Mr.  Odshman  sud  that,  believing  the  pre- 
vious  question  to  be  one  of  the  most  salutary 
rules  <a  tiie  House,  and  bdievlng  this  to  be  a 
fit  occasion  6a  its  apidicttion,  he  now  moved 
it 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
miun  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  biU  to  a 
third  reading,  ttoA  dedded  in  the  afflrmative— 
yeas  168,  n^ys  4S,  as  foUows : 

Teas. — ^Ifessts.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Beale,  Bea^  Beaumtmt,  Bodiee,  Bond, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Bojd,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bunch,  Bums,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Gh^man,  Ch^iin, 
N.  H.  Clubome,  J.  F.  Q.  Claiborne,  Qeveland, 
Coffey  Coles,  Connor,  Oorwfai,  Orrig,  Cramer,  Cash- 
man,  Debcrry,  Denny,  Dickeraon,  Didtson,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Fairfield,  Fariin,  Fowler,  French, 
Try,  Philo  0.  FuUer,  William  K.  Fuller,  Oalbraith, 
James  Garland,  Gillet,  Onnger,  Grantland,  Grayson, 
Haley,  Jos.  HaU,  Himer,  Hannegan,  a  &  Hanison, 
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A.  Q.  Hanfean,  Hawcs,  Hawkinfl,  Bajnea,  Heister, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  HowvU,  Hidtley,  Huntiiuton, 
Htmtaman,  In^am,  Win.  Jadocm,  Jabez  J«&on, 
Janes,  Jarvia,  Job.  Johnsoii,  R.  M.  Jobuon,  Cave 
JofaDBoo,  Henry  Johnson,  J'.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones, 
Judaon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lansing,  Laporte,  .Lawler, 
Idy,  Q.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Lojall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Maon,  MarUn,  William  Uason, 
UoKB  HasoD,  Usury,  Hay,  HcKay,  UcEennoo,  Uc- 
Kim,  UcLene,  Miller,  Uontgomery,  Hoi^an,  Uuhl- 
enbon;,  Oweaa,  ^ge.  Paries,  PatterBon,  Patton, 
VtaDldiik  neroe,  Dntee  J.  Pearoa,  Pettigrew,  Fbelpa, 
Pbdmey,  Rencne^^  John  Keynolds,  Bipley,  Roaii^ 
BogoB,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Sbeppeid, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sddes,  Sloanei  ^uo^er,  Spei^ 
SUadefer,  8torer,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  Thoiaas,  John 
nomson,  Toncey,  Torrill,  Yanderpoel,  Vinton, 
Wiener,  Ward,  WardireU,  WasI^;ton,  Webster, 
Wedo^  White,  EL  WUtOes^,  T.  T.  mdttlesey— 1 68. 

Katb.— U  esBTS.  Actams,  Henum  AHen,  Bailey,  Bell, 
Briggfl,  WtUiam  B.  Calhoun,  O.  Chambers,  John 
Cfaambeia,  Childs,  Clark,  Ererett,  Grares,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Kland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazdtine, 
Hoar,  IngeraoU,  Jenifer,  Lavrence,  Lincoln,  Iiove, 
&  Mason,  HcCarty,  McKennan,  Uercer,  MilUgan, 
Xotris^  INriier,  James  A,  Fearoe,  liiilips.  Potts, 
Beed,  BobertsoiLBasseU,  Sade,  Steele,  TaJiaferro, 
Underwood,  L.  WilUamt,  Oiemd  WlUiuu^  Wise 
— ^5. 

So  the  bQl  Tu  ordered  to  a  third  reaffing 
Arhtnm, 

The  House  then  took  up  fho  bill  providing 
lor  the  ftimiasion  of  Aikansaa  Into  the  Union. 

Kr.  Broqb  asked  for  the  ^eas  and  nays ; 
vhioh  weri  ordered. 

3Cr.  Adai«  then  renewed  the  amendment 
mbmitted  hyhim  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole, 
in  relation  to  ShQ  restriction  of  slaTery  in  the 
State  of  Arkan^ 

Mr.  WiLLiAiOj  of  Kentaoky,  moved  the 
prerioos  qnestion. 

Mr.  Bbiqqb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  qtestion  to  be  put ;  which 
were  wdered,  and  veK— yeas  126,  nays  67. 

So  the  Honae  determued  t^t  the  main  qnes- 
tion, on  ordmng  the  hl^  to  a  third  reading, 
ibookt  then  be  pat. 

Ur.  Bkibtkb  asked  for  tb)  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  question;  which  were  tfdered,  and  were 
—yeas  li7,  nays  62,  as  follow*: 

Teas.— Meaara  (Mton  Allan,  AsLAsbley,  Barton, 
Baste,  Bean,  Bell,  Bockee,  Boon,  Booldhi,  Boyd, 
fikown,  BmJianan,  Bondi,  Bums,  JohnOalboon, 
Camtveleng,  Campbell,  Garter,  Casey,  QeiMge  Cham- 
beta,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Ch^trnw,  Chapin, 
Nalbaoiel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
OeTeland,  Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Craut,  Cramer, 
Oudanan,  Deberxy,  Didiaon,  Doobleday,  Drooioole, 
lUrfidd,  Farifai,  Forester,  French,  FVy,  Willbm  K, 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Rioe  Garland, 
CSIlet,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Albert  G.  Harri- 
■m,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holeey,  Hopkins, 
Howvd,  Howell,  HnUey,  Hontinffton,  Huntsman, 
b^am,  Jabex  Jmckaon,  Jarris,  Joseph  Jtdmson, 
BidiBrd  M.  Johnson,  Care  Johnsm,  Heniy  Johnsoo, 
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John  W.  Jones,  Jodson,  Ellgore,  Elnnard,  Lane, 
Lan^Dg,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lc^  Joshua  Lee,  Luke 
Lea,  Leonard,  Lewis.  Logan,  Ltqndl,  Lnoas,  Lyon, 
Abyab  Haim,  Job  Mann,  HarUn,  John  T.  Uason, 
WiUiam  Uason,  Uoees  Uason,  Uaury,  UcComaa, 
UcEay,  UcKeon,  UoEim,  UcLene,  Uiller,  Uont- 
gomery, Uorgan,  Uuhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Fhelpe,  Finckney, 
Reocber,  John  Beynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Roane,  Robertson,  Rwers,  Seymour,  Augustine  H. 
Shepperd,  Stuelds,  Sckles,  Spa^Ier,  Spe^nt,  Stande- 
fer,  Storer,  Taliafeno,  Tq4or,  Ibomas,  ^hn  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  TarrQl,  TaodNpocd,  Wagener,  Ward, 
Wardwcll,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  White^ 
Thomas  T.  WbitUeeey,  Sherrod  Williams,  Wise— 147. 

K^TS, — ^Uessra.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Anthony, 
Buley,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  W.  B.  Calhoon, 
Childs,  CUric,  Crane,  Cusbiog,  Daitington,  Domy, 
Evans,  ErereU,  FhUo  a  FoUn,  GromdLH.  HaU, 
Hard,  Harper,  Samael  B.  Bairistm,  Hazeltine, 
Henderson,  Heister,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  mlliam  Jack- 
son, Janes,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love, 
Bamson  Uason,  UcCarty,  UcEennan,  Uilllgan,  Uorris, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearcc,  Phillips,  Potts.  Reed, 
Russell,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  TTnderwood,  Vinton, 
Etisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  ^lUams— fia. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
t2us  day. 

The  Mchigan  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Yakcsbposl  s^d  that  a  test  vote  had 
already  been  taken  upon  this  bill,  and  the  ex- 
pression in  its  favor  was  so  strong  that  no  gen- 
tleman coold  donbt  its  passage.  Under  a  Brm 
belief  that  the  farther  oonsompticHQ  of  time 
would  not  change  a  vote,  or  alto:  the  result,  be 
moved  the  prevtotu  question. 

Bo  die  bill  was  passed. 

The  Arkansas  bill  was  then  taken  up  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Ur.  Hdbtbicab  moved  the  previous  qaesti<m ; 
which  was  seemded— ayes  95,  noes  not  count- 
ed ;  and  the  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Termont,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  143,  nays  60. 

Ur.  OoKNOB  said,  as  the  Honse  had  been  de- 
livered of  twins,  he  thought  after  the  operation 
they  might  adjourn ;  and  he  made  Uiat  motion ; 
and. 

The  House  adjourned. 


[The  following  supplementary  report  of  the  de- 
bates and  proceedings  on  the  admismon  of  Arkansas, 
prepared  by  Ur.  Adams,  is  here  given,  in  order  to 
give  completeness  to  the  history  of  tfa&t  proceeding.] 

Jane  18th  &  14th,  1886. 
Admittion  Arhiiwu — Supplementary 

On  Thursday,  the  9th  of  June,  the  House 
went  into  CJommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  upon  two  bills;  one  to  fir  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
for  the  conditional  adfnisaion  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union  ai^  the  other  £i)r  the 
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admission  of  the  State  <A  Arkansas  into  the 

Union. 

The  bill  for  finng  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  the  conditional  admis- 
eion  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  waa  first  taken 
up  for  coimderaliop,  and  gave  nse  to  debates 
Xrhioh  oontinved  till  near  one  o'dock  of  the 
morning  of  Friday,  tbe  10th  of  Jmie :  repeated 
uoliona  to  a^onm  had  been  made  and  r^octed. 
The  committee  had  twice  foond  itself  without 
a  quoram,  and  had  been  thereby  compelled  to 
rise,  and  report  the  &ct  to  the  Honse.  In  the 
first  inatanoe,  there  had  been  fomid  within 
private  oaUing  distance  a  sufBcient  number  of 
members,  who,  thongh  absent  from  their  duty 
of  attendance  upon  tbe  Honse,  were  npon  the 
alert  to  appear  and  answer  to  their  names  to 
make  a  qnorom  to  vote  against  adjoaming,  and 
to  retire  again  to  their  amusement  or  repose. 
U^n  the  first  restoration  of  the  qnornm  by 
this  operation,  the  delegate  from  Arkansas  said 
tiudi  u  the  oinunlttee  wonld  only  take  np  and 
read  the  bill,  he  would  not  urge  any  disonsslon 
npon  ft  then,  and  wonld  consent  to  the  com- 
mittee's rising,  and  resuming  the  snbjeot  at  the 
next  dtting  of  the  Honse.  The  hill  was  ac- 
cordingly read ;  a  motion  was  then  made  for 
the  committee  to  rise,  and  rejected ;  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  was  moved,  on  taking  tiie 
qnesUon  upon  which  there  was  no  quorum. 
The  usual  expedient  of  private  call  to  strog- 
glicg  members  was  found  ineffectual.  A  call 
of  the  Honse  was  ordered,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  This  operation,  to  be  carried 
through  all  its  stages,  must  necessarily  consume 
about  three  hours  of  time,  during  which  the 
House  can  do  no  6Qi<Bt  bn^esa.  Upon  this 
call,  after  t^e  names  of  dl  the  members  had 
been  twice  oaUed  over,  and  all  the  absmteea 
for  whom  any  valid  or  plausible  excuse  was 
offered  had  been  excused,  there  remuned 
eighty-one  names  of  members,  who,  by  the 
nues  of  the  House,  were  to  be  taken  into  ens- 
tody  as  they  dwnid  f^pev,  or  were  to  be  sent 
for,  and  taken  into  custody  wherever  they 
might  be  found,  by  special  messengers  appoint- 
ed for  that  purpose.  At  this  hour  of  the  night 
the  city  of  Washington  was  ransacked  by  these 
special  messengers,  and  the  members  of  the 
House  were  summoned  from  their  beds  to  be 
brought  in  custody  of  these  spedal  messengers, 
before  the  House,  to  answer  for  their  absence. 
After  hearmg  the  exonses  of  two  of  these  mem- 
bers, and  the  acknowledged  no  good  reason 
of  a  tiiird,  they  were  all  ezonaed  in  a  mass, 
without  paymoit  of  faes ;  whidt  fees,  to  the 
amount  of  two  or  three  hondred  dollars,  have 
of  course  become  a  charge  upon  the  people, 
and  to  be  paid  with  their  money. 

By  this  operation,  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  of  the  morning,  a  small  quorum  of  the 
House  was  obtained,  and,  without  any  vote  of 
the  House,  the  Speaka*  left  the  chair,  which 
was  resumed  by  uie  cluurman  of  the  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  adznisdon  of  Arkansas  into 
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the  Union  was  again  taken  np:  the  amendment 
moved  before  the  call  of  the  House  was  renew- 
ed, discussed,  and  rejected ;  other  amendmoits 
were  proposed,  and  shared  the  same  fate. 

About  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  a  motion 
was  made  that  the  cmmnittee  should  rise,  and 
report  tlie  bills,  when  Mr.  Adaub  movcu  an 
amendment  to  the  eighth  section  of  the  bill  for 
the  admisnon  of  Arkansas ;  to  nnd^stand  the 
import  and  bearing  oS  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  quote  the  puart  of  the  section  into  which 
he  proposed  its' insertion.  In  the  following 
citaUon,  the  words  proposed  by  him  for  inser- 
tion are  those  mdosed  in  brackets. 

"  Sec.  8.  And  it  %» further  enaeUd,  That  the  State 
of  ArkansBa  ia  admitted  into  the  UnioD  upw  the  ex- 
press oonditioQ  that  the  people  of  tlie  said  State  sbaU 
never  interfere  with  the  primaty  diqctosal  of  the  publlo 
lands  within  the  stud  State,  nor  shall  they  levy  a  tax 
on  any  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
siUd  State ;  and  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
as  an  assent  by  Congress  [to  the  arUcle  in  the  con* 
sUtuUon  of  the  said  State  in  relation  to  slavery  and  the 
emondpationof  sUves,  <»>]  to  all  and  any  of  the  prop- 
ositions contained  in  the  ordlnanoe  of  the  said  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Aihanaas,  nor  to  deprive  the 
said  State  of  Arkansas  of  the  same  grants,  auhject  to 
the  same  restrictions,  whidi  were  made  to  the  StaM 
of  mesouri,  by  virtue  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
authorize  the  people  of  the  KisBoori  Territory  to  Arm 
a  ooDBtitatian  and  State  Government,  and  for  tte  ad- 
mission of  nob  State  into  tbe  Union  on  equal  > 
fooUng  with  the  rai^nal  States,  and  to  prohibitslavery 
in  certidn  Territraiefl^  approved  the  eth  d^of  Uaicb, 

isao." 

When  the  amendment  had  beei:  read  by  the 
Olerk,  and  the  question  stated,  |u*.  Adams  ad- 
dressed the  chairman  of  the  conmittee  to  the 
followinff  effect: 

Mr.  Onairman :  On  Uond^  last  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenthig  to  tiiisHonse  twenly-two 
memorials  and  remonstrances,  most  of  them 
numerously  signed,  by  olizens  of  the  States 
of  Ohio,  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  Hassachasetts. 
Twelve  of  these  memoials  were  from  the  con- 
gressional district  wbch  I  represent,  from  my 
own  constituents,  msle  and  female ;  for,  in  New 
England  and  elsewi^ere,  the  vote  of  the  men  is 
the  vote  of  the  iromen;  and  I  consider  the 
wives  and  dang&ters  of  the  men  who  vote  at 
my  election,  whether  for  me  or  for  any  other 
person,  as  mroh  my  constituents,  for  all  pur- 
poses by  whkih  I  can,  as  their  representative, 
serve  them  ta  tMs  H0118&  as  if  every  individnal 
had  deposited  in  the  ballot-box  a  vote  in  mj 
favor. 

I  wae^  then,  boond  in  dnty  to  present  these 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  the  Honse; 
and  if  that  duty  was  of  perfect  and  irremissible 

obligation,  wiUi  regard  to  those  which  came 
from  my  own  imm^ate  constitnents,  I  felt  it 
as  not  less  imperative  with  regard  to  those 
which,  proceeding  from  remoter  distances,  and 
from  persons  entirely  unknown  to  me,  carried 
with  them  a  manifestation  of  confidence  reposed 
in  me  by  ^e  memorialista,  whioh  it  waa  not 
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leu  my  stored  dn^  to  justify  hj  a  grateftil 
ntom. 

I  felt  \ty  therefore,  my  fiirther  dnty  to  invite 
the  House  to  Usten  to  tliese  memorials  and  re- 
monstrances, to  gamine  their  complunts,  and, 
so  &r  as  might  be  consistent  with  ^e  duties  of 
the  House  to  their  other  constitnents  and  to  the 
nation,  to  relieve  the  complainants,  and  to  re- 
more  the  grieranoes  against  which  ^ey  remon- 
itnte. 

In  the  mem<nial8  from  my  ovn  district  I 
reoognized  among  the  rignatores  the  names  of 
persons  well  known  to  me  as  citizens,  tor  intel- 
ligenoe,  int^rity,  and  heneToIence,  surpassed 
by  none  others  in  Uiis  Union.   I  h^  made  in- 

r'  ies  oonoeming  the  characters  of  others  of 
memorialists,  not  known  to  myself,  and  had 
receiTcd  testimonials  from  souroea  entitled  to 
miqoalified  credence,  and  from  persqoa  in  no- 
wise laToriDg  the  purposes  of  the  memorialists ; 
testimonials  to  their  integrity  and  repectabili- 
ty  which  could  leave  in  that  respect  not  tiie 
Bhadow  of  a  donbt  upon  my  mind. 

The  memorials  and  remonstrances,  differing 
somewhat  from  «ie  another  in  their  langaago 
and  phraseoiloEy,  all  comi>!fdned  oi  one  article 
in  Ihe  uewly-mmed  coosUtotion  ol  Arkansas ; 
and  all  the  remonstrances  were  a^dnst  the  ad- 
nuseion  o£  rtrVnnnBw  into  the  Umoa  as  a  slave 
State. 

The  obnoxioas  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas  is  the  first  section  of  the  second  di- 
Tiaon  of  the  ninth  article,  and  is  in  the  words 
following : 

'*  Emaneipatum  of  dene*. 

**Bbc.  1.  The  General  Assembly  slutll  have  no 
porer  to  pass  lava  for  the  emancipation  of  slaves 
without  the  consent  of  the  owners.  They  shall  have 
BO  power  to  iwevent  emigrants  to  this  State  from 
fan^png  with  them  soch  persons  as  are  deemed 
riavcs  by  tbe  laws  of  vsj  one  of  the  United  States. 
They  Aall  have  power  to  pass  laws  to  permit 
the  owners  of  slarea  to  emandpate  them,  saving 
the  r^bta  tA  creditors,  and  weventhig  them  from 
becommg  a  public  dia^e.  They  shall  have  power 
to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought  to  ttus  State 
at  merchaudisc,  and  also  to  oblige  the  owners  of 
dares  to  treat  them  with  humanity." 

Ur.  Churman,  I  cannot,  consistently  with 
my  sense  of  my  obligations  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  bound  by  oath  to  support 
their  constitution,  I  cannot  object  to  the  aumis- 
non  of  Arkansas  iato  the  Union  as  a  slave  State ; 
I  eaanot  ihyhmmo  or  agree  to  make  it  a  condi- 
tkn  <^  her  aomisrion,  that  a  convention  of  her 
people  shall  expunge  this  article  from  her  con- 
stitotira.  8be  la  entitled  to  admission  as  a 
dave  State,  as  Loi^isiana,  and  Kissisnppi,  and 
Alabama,  and  Missouri,  have  been  admitted, 
by  virtue  of  that  article  in  the  treaty  for  tiie 
acquintioQ  of  Louisiana,  which  secures  to  the 
intubitants  of  the  ceded  territories  all  the 
ri^ts,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  the  origi- 
nal citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  stipulates 
for  their  admission,  conformably  to  that  prin* 
TouXm.— » 
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ciple,  into  the  Union.  Louisiana  was  purchased 
as  a  country  wherein  slavery  was  the  establish- 
ed law  of  tbe  land.  As  Congress  have  not 
power  in  time  of  peace  to  abolish  slavery  in 
the  ori^nol  States  of  the  Union,  they  are  equal- 
ly destitute  of  &e  power  in  those  parts  of  the 
territories  ceded  by  franco  to  the  United  States 
by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  where  slavery  exist^ 
ed  at  tiie  time  of  the  acqnidtioo.  Slavery  is 
in  this  Union  the  subject  <kP  intemid  I^fislaticm 
in  the  States,  and  in  peace  is  cognizable  by 
Congress  ouly,  as  it  is  tacitly  tolerated  and 
protected  where  it  exists  by  the  Constitution 
of  tiie  United  States,  and  as  it  mingles  in  their 
intercourse  with  other  nations.  Arkansas, 
therefore,  comes,  and  has  the  right  to  come,  in- 
to the  Union  with  her  slaves  and  her  slave  laws. 
It  is  written  in  tbe  bond,  and,  however  I  nay 
lament  that  it  ever  was  so  written,  I  must  faith- 
fully perform  its  obligations. 

I  could  not,  therefore,  propose  or  support 
the  specific  measure  desired  by  the  memorialists, 
which  was  to  impose  a  restriction  upon  the 
people  of  the  State  ot  Arkansas,  by  requiring 
of  them,  as  a  condition  of  thor  admisrion  into 
the  Union,  that  they  shoold  expraige  from  their 
constitution  the  article  conceniing  slavery.  I 
do  not  think  it  within  the  lef^timate  powers  <^ 
Congress,  under  the  present  existing  oiroum- 
stauces,  to  impose  upon  the  State  of  Arkansas 
any  restriction  whatever,  with  relation  to  slav- 
ery, in  the  formation  of  her  constitntion.  Upon 
^e  sune  principle,  I  had  been  opposed  to  the 
proposal  of  restriction  lywn  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, at  tbe  time  of  the  first  Missouri  question ; 
for  there  were  two  Missouri  questions,  differing 
much  from  each  other,  and  which  were  debated 
at  two  successive  sessions  of  Congress.  The 
second  was  that  finally  adjusted  by  the  com- 
promise. The  first  was  tiiat  in  wmch  the  re- 
striction was  proposed,  and  my  opinion  had  at 
the  time  been  freely  expressed  against  it. 

But  theu  I  disapproved,  as  I  now  disapprove, 
of  slavery  as  a  civU  institotion.  As  a  citizen, 
and  as  a  man,  tiier^ore,  I  disapprove  of  that 
article  in  the  craistitntion  of  Arkansas,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  is  to  perpetuate  slavery.  In 
voting  for  the  acceptance  of  that  constitution, 
and  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 
Union,  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  approve 
of  all  its  Intemal  regulations;  but  doctrines 
have  been  recently  broached,  and  are  now 
countenanced  by  tiie  transfer  of  the  lawful 
poflsesumis  of  Michigan  to  the  State  of  Ohia 
which  make  it,  in  my  Judgment,  proper,  and 
perhaps  necessary,  that  Congress,  the  represent- 
atives of  that  federation,  compounded  partly 
of  slaveholding  and  partly  of  entirely  free 
States,  should  disdium  all  approbation  ol^  or 
assent  to,  that  article  in  the  constitution  of 
Arkansas.  I  propose  no  restriction  npon  her. 
I  am  content  to  receive  her  as  one  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  this  Union ;  but  I  am  unwill- 
ing that  Congress,  in  accepting  her  constitntion, 
ahonld  even  Be  under  the  impntation  of  assent- 
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iog  to  on  article  in  the  constitution  of  a  State 
which  withholds  from  its  Legislature  the  power 
of  giving  freedom  to  the  slave. 

In  this  very  section  of  the  bill  now  before 
the  committee,  Congress  refuse  their  assent  to 
propositions,  made  \j  the  convention  of  the 
people  of  Arkansas  which  formed  their  consti- 
tution, and  were  transmitted  with  it.  My  pro- 
posed amendment,  very  short  and  umple,  is  in 
per^t  accordance  and  keeping  with  the  re- 
mainder of  the  aeotioD,  as  it  stands  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  committee ;  and  although  I  can- 
not flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  satis&ctory  to 
those  of  my  constituents  and  fellow-citizens 
who  have  thought  proper  to  commit  their 
memorials  and  remonstrances  to  me,  it  will  at 
least  secure  to  me  the  cooscionsness  of  having 
discharged  my  duty  to  them,  to  my  country, 
and  to  that  reverence  for  the  rights  of  mankind, 
which  rejects,  withoql;  reserve,  the  principle 
that,  by  uie  law  of  nature  or  of  God,  man  can 
be  the  property  of  man. 

Upon  this  topic  I  will  not  enlarge.  "Were  I 
disposed  so  to  do,  twenty  hoars  of  continaous 
se^on  have  too  much  exhausted  my  own  phys- 
ical strength,  and  the  ffteolMes,  as  well  as  the  in- 
dulgence of  those  who  might  incline  to  hear  me, 
for  me  to  trespass  longer  upon  their  patience. 
"When  the  bill  shall  be  reported  to  the  House,  I 
may,  perhaps,  again  ask  to  be  beard,  npon  re- 
newmg  there,  as  I  intend,  the  motion  tor  this 
amendment. 

[Mr.  Adams  resumed  his  seat,  and  Mr.  Wia^ 
addressed  the  committee.  The  debate  was  con- 
tinned  by  Mr.  Bbiqos,  Mr.  CusmNO,  Mr.  Hoab, 
and  Mr.  IIabd  of  New  York,  and  by  Mr,  "Wjsb, 
in  reply,  particularly,  to  Mr.  Cushino.  There 
was  ^»at  disorder  and  concision  in  the  hall, 
occasioned  chiefly  by  calbi  for  order  and  voeif- 
ffi-atlous  of  the  word  "qnestion."  Personal 
reflections  passed  between  some  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  an  afibir  of  honor  afterwards  followed 
between  two  Southern  gentlemen,  which  was, 
however,  finally  adjusted  without  bloodshed. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee,  with  great 
and  indefatigable  exertions,  succeeded  so  far  in 
restoring  order  that  Mr.  Hoab  was  heard  with 
respectful  attention.  After  he  took  his  seat,  as 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  Mr.  Adams 
addressed  the  oommittee  to  the  following  im- 
port :] 

Mr.  Chmrman :  It  was  not  my  intention  to 
have  troubled  the  committee  with  another 
word  upon  the  subject  of  my  proposed  amend- 
ment But  the  gentleman  from  viivima  (Mr. 
Wish)  has  been  pleased  to  pn^nnd  to  me  a 
number  of  direct  questions,  two  or  three  of 
which  I  hoard,  ana  to  them  I  am  willing  to 
give  direct  and  explicit  answers.  For,  however 
widely  I  differ  in  opinion  from  him  on  this ; 
and  most  other  occasions  of  common  delibera- 
tion in  this  hall,  I  will  do  him  the  justice  which 
he  has  done  me,  and  say  that  there  is  nothing 
of  indirection  or  ambiguous  giving  out  in  him. 
Bis  course  is  str^ght  forward,  and  yon  may 
always  know  where  to  find  him.   And,  sir,  in 
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the  intercourse  of  public  or  private  life,  I  hold 
in  higher  esteem  an  adversary  of  such  a  char- 
acter, than  the  political  vane  opon  the  steeple, 
whose  fKendship  and  whose  opinions  swing 
round  the  compass  with  every  variation  of  the 
winds,  and  are  steadfast  only  to  the  breath  of 
the  breeze. 

One  of  the  gentleman's  questioos  which  I 
heard  was,  from  whence  this  amendment  came  f 
I  answer  him  dlrecUy  that  it  came  from  me, 
and  from  me  alone,  withont  consnltation  with 
any  other  human  being.  There  was  no  aboli- 
tion gunpowder  plot  in  it ;  but,  in  clmming  it 
as  all  my  own,  I  shtdl  not  record  a  specification 
of  it  in  the  Patent  Office  as  for  an  ingenions  in- 
vention or  a  profound  discovery.  It  laid  in  my 
way  and  I  took  it  np.  A  respectable  portion 
of  my  constituents,  and  many  others  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  had  charged  me  with  the  duty 
of  presenting  their  memorials  against  the  slav- 
ery article  in  the  constitution  of  Arkansas. 
Multitudes  of  others  had  entrusted  to  me  their 
petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  tlie 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Great 
nmnhers  of  petitions,  memorials,  and  remon- 
stranoes,  of  the  same  pniport,  had  been  present- 
ed by  my  colleagnes,  and  by  otiier  members  of 
the  House.  I  had  been  earnestly  solicited  to 
support,  as  far  as  my  very  slender  inflaence  in 
this  House  might  extend,  and  as  far  as  my  own 
convictions  of  truth  and  justice  wonld  admit, 
the  prayer  of  those  petitions,  and  the  purpose 
of  those  remonstrances  and  memorials.  I  could 
not  support  the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  could  not  re- 
sist the  admission  of  Arkansas,  notwithstand- 
ing the  slavery  article  in  her  constitution,  into 
the  Union.  But  there  was  a  point  of  conces- 
sion to  tiie  slaveholding  interests  of  the  Sonth, 
fh)m  the  rewesentatives  of  none  but  free- 
men in  this  House,  where  it  appeared  to  me 
not  only  Just^  but  indispensably  necessary,  to 
stop. 

Slavery,  taking  advanta^  of  political  in- 
fluences,  operated  just  at  this  time  at  the  North 
upon  the  prospects  of  the  presidential  election ; 
taking  advantage  (I  must  say  no  very  generous 
advantage]  of  that  kind,  friendly,  and  compas- 
sionate feeling  of  Northern  freeman  for  their 
brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  tlio  slaveholders 
of  the  South,  which,  during  the  last  twelve 
montiis,  had  universally  pervaded  the  Northern 
region  of  the  country,  and  urged  our  people 
sometimes  even  to  riotons  excess  against  the 
peaceable,  warm-hearted,  bat  hcmest-hearted 
enthndasts  of  hnman  liberty:  slavery,  I  say, 
in  the  eonfldence  of  her  temporary  reinforce- 
ment from  sources  foreign  to  her  own  character, 
had  changed  her  tone,  and  was  aiming  blows 
of  deadly  intent  at  the  freedom  of  her  North- 
em  associate  itself.  She  had  struck  at  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  freedom  of  speech  in 
this  House ;  she  bad  struck  at  the  freedom  of 
the  press,  and  at  the  freedom  of  the  post  office, 
both  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  by  the  ei^ress  recommendation  of 
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the  Chief  Ma^trate  of  the  Union;  she  had 
Btruck  at  the  Obertj  and  the  life  of  a  iVee  citi- 
zen of  a  Northern  State,  by  demandioff  €hat  he 
should  be  delivered  up,  innocent  of  all  offence, 
as  he  was,  against  the  laws  of  the  State  in 
Thich  he  dwelt,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  her 
felony,  withoot  benefit  of  clergy.   I  had  seen 
the  twenty-two  memoriaJs  and  remonstraiices 
which  I  bad  presented,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  import,  the  moment  they  bad  reached  the 
bands  of  the  Olerk,  ordered  by  the  Speaker  to 
be  Ud  on  the  table,  without  reading,  withont 
knowing  what  they  contained,  withont  the 
privilege  of  being  conaidered,  by  a  general 
Btigmatiang  interdict,  more  insulting  than 
▼mild  have  been  an  absolute  refusal  to  receive 
them.   The  article  in  the  constitution  of  Ar- 
kansas, cutting  off  the  last  hope  of  emancipa- 
Hoa  to  the  end  of  time,  by  withholding  from 
the  Legislature  even  the  power  of  ord^niog  it 
I  strongly  disapproved.   The  House  had  treated 
all  these  memorials  and  remonstrances  in  be- 
half of  freedom  as  if  they  were  afraid  to  hear 
them  read,  afraid  to  look  them  in  tbe  face, 
afraid  even  to  squint  at  them.   In  reading  this 
e^th  sectioa  of  the  bill  before  the  committee, 
it  wpeared  to  me  that  the  amendment  wMch 
I  offered  was  so  congeiual  to  ita  spirit,  that,  if 
inserted  s£  the  i>lace  proposed,  It  would  f^pear 
altogether  as  if  it  had  been  a  furt  of  the  sec- 
tion as  ftrigioally  drawn  up.  The  amendment 
&Ua  infinitely  short  uf  tbe  Missouri  restriction, 
and  is  entirely  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  the 
eoostitntion  itselt    unable  as  I  was  to  propose 
the  restriction  dedred  by  tbe  monoriali^  and 
remonstranta,  yet,  b^eving  that  the  occasion 
required  of  me  an  avowu  of  those  opinions 
and  principles,  the  only  guardians  of  the  free- 
dom of  my  constituents^  I  was  desirous  of 
manifesting  them  in  tbe  form  the  least  offensive 
possible  to  the  slareholding  portion  of  the  com- 
munity, I  wished  to  plant  the  standard  of 
freedom  at  the  very  lowest  point  of  its  eleva- 
tkm,  and,  by  ooneeding  to  uarety  eveiy  thing 
xeqidred  1^  the  oomnum  oompacL  yet  adhering 
to  those  sdf-erident  tntttis  procuumed  in  tiie 
declaration  of  Independence,  to  utter  tbe  mini- 
mum  of  the  sentiments  which  I  believed  my 
eonstitaents  would  never  resign  but  with  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood.   At  every  former 
period  of  onr  history,  I  should  have  expected 
that  Uie  representatives  of  the  slaveholding 
States  in  this  House  would  readily  have  ac- 
cepted this,  as  fiir  more  favorable  to  them  than 
the  Missouri  compromise.   Now,  my  object  is 
to  fulfil  the  duty  devolved  npon  me  by  my  con- 
stttaents,  and  to  leave  the  decision  where  it 
pn^teri  J  bekmgg.   I  am  not  aware  of  any  other 
question  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  which 
Kqnires  an  answer  from  me,  partioolarly  After 
tbe  eloquent  address  of  my  colleagne  bdiind 
me  (Mr.  CusHisa)  has  slready  answered  them 
m  mmAi  man  efiiBOtDaUy  than  I  could  have 

Mr.  wns  rose,  and  inquired  whether  in  tbe 
apakm  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
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(Mr.  Adamb,)  if  bis  amendment  should  prevail, 
the  State  of  Arkansas  would,  by  this  oill,  be 
admitted  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Adams.  Certainly,  sir.  There  is  not  in 
my  amendment  tlie  shadow  of  a  restriction 
upon  the  State,  It  leaves  the  State,  like  all 
the  rest,  to  regulate  the  subject  of  slavery 
within  herself  to  her  o>vn  laws ;  and  how  for 
that  comes  short  of  the  concessions  required 
from  the  slaveholding  interest  by  the  Missouri 
compromise,  it  is  easy  to  judge  by  reference  to 
the  transactions  of  that  tame ;  for  in  the  act  of 
6th  of  March,  1820,  to  authorize  the  people  <rif 
the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  and  for  the  admission 
of  that  State  into  the  Union,  slavery  was  and  is 
forever  prohibited  in  all  the  territory  ceded  by 
^ance  to  the  United  States  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri. And  this  was  the  first  Missouri  com- 
promise ;  not  the  abolition,  bnt  the  prohibition 
by  CoDOTess  forever,  of  slavery  in  that  portion 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory  where  it  bad  not 
then  penetrated.  And,  secondly,  when  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Missouri  was  fonn- 
edf  there  was  an  article  on  the  le^ative  power, 
the  fborth  clause  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of 
which,  defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  tiie  State,  was  in  these 
words :  *'  It  shall  be  their  daty,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  to  pass  such  laws  as  may  be  necessary,  first, 
to  prevent  free  negroes  and  mulattoes  from 
coming  to  and  settling  in  this  BtatOy  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever." 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  second  session  of  the 
16th  Congress  was  consumed  in  debates  wheth- 
er the  State  of  Missouri  should  be  admitted  in- 
to the  Union,  without  requiring  of  her  tJiat  this 
clause  should  be  expunged  from  her  constitu- 
tion, and  the  session  terminated  with  her  con- 
ditional admiadon,  by  a  resolution  of  2d  March, 
1821,  in  the  iblloviI^;  wwds : 

"  Regelved  hv  the  Senate  and  Souse  of  ReprettfU- 
olivet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Congreat 
attembted.  That  tOssouri  shul  be  admitted  into  Ma 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
in  all  respects  whatever,  upon  tbe  fimdunental  con- 
ditions that  the  fourQi  cmuae  of  the  twenty-dxth 
section  of  the  third  urticle  of  tbe  constitntion  sab* 
mitted  on  the  part  of  the  said  State  to  Congress, 
abaU  never  tie  construed  to  authorize  the  paassge 
of  any  law,  and  that  no  law  shall  t>e  passed  in  con- 
formity thereto,  by  which  any  citizen  of  either  of 
tbe  States  of  tiiia  Union  shall  t>e  excluded  from  Uis 
enjoyment  of  any  of  the  privileges  and  immimitiea  to 
which  such  citizen  is  entitled  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States;  Provided^  That  the  Legisla- 
tore  of  the  said  State,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  shall 
declare  the  assent  of  the  said  State  to  the  said 
t\mdamental  conditions,  and  shall  transmit  to  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
fourth  Honday  in  November  next,  an  authentic  copy 
of  said  act ;  upon  tbe  receipt  whereof,  the  President, 
by  proclamation,  shall  announce  tbe  fact;  wbere- 
iqxKi,  and  irithout  any  further  prooeediog  on  the 
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part  of  CoDgres,  tba  ftdmiaeioD  of  the  eald  State 
bto  tiilR  Union  chall  be  eonsiderect  W  oompleta." 

This  was  the  second  Missonri  compromise; 
and,  conformablj  to  this  resolntion,  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Missouri  did,  on  the  26th 
of  Jane,  1821,  by  a  solemn  public  act,  declare 
the  assent  of  ue  State  to  this  fondamental  con- 
dition. A  copT  of  this  solemn  act  was  trana- 
mitted  to  the  FreEddent  of  the  United  States, 
who,  after  consultation  with  all  the  members 
of  his  administration,  and  after  taking  from 
each  one  of  them  his  opinion  in  writing,  issued, 
on  the  10th  of  Augnst,  1821,  his  proclamation, 
declaring;  that  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Uissonn  into  the  Union  was  complete. 

Now,  rir,  there  is  in  the  amendment  pro- 

g)aed  hj  me  nothing  comparable,  as  concession 
om  the  slaveholding  to  Uie  fi%e  States,  to  this 
lUssonrl  Testrictioo.  I  propose  no  restriction 
at  all.  I  simply  ask  that  my  constituents,  as 
parties  to  this  compact  of  admis^on  with  Ar- 
kansas, may  not  be  oonstrnctiTely  held  to  have 
given  their  assent  to  this  perpetiu4ion  of  bIbf 
Tei7t  plodng  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  legis* 
IbUto  authority. 

And  this  reservation  is  entirely  conformable 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stfltes.  That  instrument,  containing  In  four 
different  places  arrangements  having  reference 
to  slavery,  does  not,  in  any  one  of  them,  recog- 
nize the  existence  of  slavery  or  of  slaves; 
neither  of  the  words  is  to  be  found  throughout 
the  constitution.  Its  founders  were  unwilling 
that  the  frame  of  Government,  ordained  ex- 
pressly by  the  people,  to  secure  to  themselves 
and  to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty, 
Bhonid  be  polluted  even  by  the  name  of  davery. 
TboBj  when  they  provided  that  the  slaveholders 
should  enjoy  that  most  extraordinary  privilege 
of  representation  of  the  persons  of  their  slaves 
in  this  hall,  they  adopted  acircnm]oGQti<ni,  and, 
after  enumerating  free  persons,  those  bound  to 
service  ^for  a  term  of  years,  and  Indians  not 
tand,  inclading  every  desoripticm  of  human 
beings,  slaves  alone  ezoepted,  then  endowed 
their  masters  with  the  right  of  representation 
for  three-fifths  of  '*  all  other  persons." 

Thus,  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article, 
which  denied  to  Congress  the  power,  prior  to 
the  year  1808,  of  pn^iibiting  the  slave  trade, 
that  detestable  traffic  was  described,  not  by  its 
proper  name,  but  under  the  gentle  denomina- 
tion of  *'  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
persons  as  any  <xF  the  States  now  e^Btang  shall 
think  proper  to  admit." 

Again:  the  second  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  which  stipulates  for  the  arrest  and 
delivery  np  of  fogltive  slaves,  does  not  name 
them  as  such.  It  says :  "  No  person  held  to 
service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof  escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  tJnerein,  be 
discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  dd^vered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
SQch  service  or  labor  may  be  due.-' 
Andi  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  foortii 
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article,  it  is  provided  tiiat  the  United  States 
shall,  on  the  ^plication  of  the  Legislatore  or 
of  the  Exeontive  of  any  one  of  the  States,  pro- 
tect the  same  agdnst  domestic  violence;  an 
expression,  if  not  excludvely  confined  to  Bervlle 
insurrection,  undoubtedly  selected  witii  spedal 
and  emphatic  reference  to  it 

In  no  one  of  these  four  passages  are  slaves 
recognized  as  property.  In  the  first  three, 
where  the  reference  to  tiiem  is  direct,  they  are 
expressly  designated  as  persons — persons  to  be 
represented  in  Congress,  not  by  themselves,  but 
by  the  votes  of  their  masters ;  persons  whom 
the  then  existing  States  might  tnink  proper  to 
admit;  persons  neld  to  service  or  labor,  to  be 
delivered  tip  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  servioe  or  labor  may  be  due.  Not  only  is 
there  no  recognition  of  uaves  as  property,  not 
only  are  they  constantly  referred  to  as  persons, 
but  in  every  instance  tlwy  are  so  described  that 
the  en^ement  contracted  with  relation  to 
them  might  be  applicable  to  classes  of  persons 
other  than  slaves ;  and  this  studious  uniformity 
of  language  throughout  the  whole  constitution 
oould  only  arise  from  the  determination  to  ex- 
clude from  it  any  acknowledgment  of  slavery, 
as  forming  a  component  part  of  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land. 

It  was  in  this  tipirit  of  mutual  concession  and 
conciliation  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  formed  and  adopted,  and  it  is  in  this 
spirit  tiiat  I  offer  the  amendment  now  before 
the  committee.  I  will  trespass  no  longer  apmi 
their  indulgence,  but  will  sobmit  a  few  ob* 
servations  more  upon  the  subject,  when  the  b0 
shall  be  reported  to  tiie  House. 


TnmiSDAT,  June  80. 

Death  of  Bc-JPrttident  Maditon. 

On  the  Speaker's  resuming  the  chair,  at  4 
o'clock,  bo  announced  the  following  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

WASHmOTOH,  June  30,  1886. 

7b  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Sepreaentaiivei  ; 

It  becomes  my  painM  duty  to  announce  to  yon 
the  melancholy  intelligence  of  the  death  of  James 
Uadison,  ex-President  of  tiie  United  States.  Ho 
departed  this  life  at  half-pest  six  o'dodc  on  tiie 
morning  of  the  28tb  instant,  fall  of  years  and  of 
honor. 

I  hasten  this  commmdcatitm,  In  order  th&t  Con- 
gress may  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  proper  to 
testify  their  sense  of  the  respect  wMdi  is  due  to  the 
memory  of  one  whose  hfe  has  contributed  so  essen- 
tially to  tiie  happiness  and  glory  of  bis  country,  and 
to  the  good  of  mankind. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Patton,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  par- 
ticular relation  in  which  he  stood,  as  his  imme- 
diate representative  and  personal  friend,  to- 
wards the  great  public  benefactor  whose  de- 
cease, "  full  of  years  and  ftall  of  honors,"  had 
just  been  aaaonnoed  by  the  Message  of  tiie 
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Bramdratof  the  United  States,  had  indnced  the 
Yirginia  delegation  to  doTolve  upon  him  the 
moamfnl  dnty  of  proposing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  House  the  resolation  he  was  about  to  offer, 
to  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  oonrse 
to  be  pomted  for  giving  expression  to  the  na- 
tioiud  a^inbility  to  the  grwtt  bereavem^t  we 
had  BofiBored. 

I  do  not,  however,  iSx.  Speaker,  feel  it  to  be 
a  snitahle  occaaioa  in  wUoh  to  employ  or  in- 
ihUgb  in  any  atodied  i^ra8e.<tf  panegyric  nptm 
m»  pubUo  or  private  virtoea  of  (he  venerable 
man  whose  loss  we  deplore. 

It  is  tme,  nr,  that  early  imbaed  with  the 
sinoerest  veneration  fw  the  character  of  Kr. 
Madisrai,  with  the  profoondest  admiration  of 
his  talents,  and  the  warmest  gratitude  for  his 
eminent  and  varied  pnUio  services,  there  is  no 
langoage  that  I  oonld  employ  which  wonid  ex- 
agi^rate  the  deep  emotion  with  which  I  have 
"bwa  impreased  1^  the  melandu^  inteUigence 
of  luB  death.  And  I  anre  that  it  vonld  be 
equally  impossible  fbr  iue  to  qiedc  of  him  in 
any  terms  that  would  depict  an  individual  pre- 
sninent  ia  all  the  virtues  of  aodal  and  private 
Mei,  or  one  that  oomlnned  the  merits  <a  a  par 
ttm,  rtateBman,  and  sage,  that  would  not  find 
A  ready  and  full  response  in  the  ndnds  and 
hMrts  of  all  who  hear  me.  Bnt  it  ia  not  a 
feeble  effort  ol  this  Und,  such  as  I  could  make, 
nor  even  by  the  highest  effort  of  human  elo- 
quence, the  lofty  inspiration  of  poetry,  "the 
Btcuied  urn  or  animated  bust,"  that  can  rear  an 
appro|Kiate  monument  to  the  memory  of  Ur. 
Madison,  or  erect  a  mitaUe  monnment  to  his 
btae. 

His  appropriate  and  enduring  eulc^um  is  to 
be  found  inscribed  in  those  pages  of  his  coun- 
try's history  which  are  identified  with  her 
honor  and  glory.  It  is  on^p^ved  upon  every 
pillar  of  that  splendid  finbno  of  constitutional 
fiber^  under  which  we  live.  It  is  ident^ed 
with  the  existence  of  that  glorious  union  of 
confederated  States  which  he  contributed  so 
easentially  to  form,  and  the  maintenance  and 
preaerration  of  which,  with  all  ite  numerous 
UeaidngB,  were  the  constant  objects  of  his  care 
firing  his  long,  laborious,  and  useful  public 
Bfe,  and  of  Ids  most  earnest  and  anxious  solici- 
tade  in  the  shades  of  retirement. 

And,  Ur.  Speaker,  another  and  not  less  de- 
tmn  and  more  affeoting  evidence  of  his  merit 
and  tide  to  pnblio  gratitude  will  be  fonnd  in 
the  dera  grief  with  which  his  loss  will  be  de- 
^ored  by  every  man  in  the  nation  as  a  great 
urtmal  ealamity.  I  cffier  rescdntion  which 
I  BOW  BMid  to  tue  Cbahr : 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  tills  House,  to  Join  such  committee  as  may 
be  Appointed  cm  the  put  of  the  Senate,  to  consider 
aad  report  hj  iriist  token  of  reqwet  and  alfection 
it  Bay  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the  tTnited 
Sbttes  to  express  the  de^  senability  of  the  nation 
to  the  event  of  the  decease  of  Ur.  Uwhson,  jost 
aBwnmoedbytfw  Resident  of  the  United  States  to 


[H.  or  B. 

The  resolation  having  been  read, 

Mr.  Abahs  rose,  and  addressed  the  Speaker. 
By  the  general  sense  of  the  House,  said  he, 
it  is  with  perfect  propriety  that  the  delegation 
from  the  Gommonweaith  of  Yi  i^la  have  taken 
the  lead  in  the  meUnu^oly  duty  of  propo^ng 
the  measures  suitable  to  be  ad£q;itedr  as  testi- 
monials of  tiie  voneration  due  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Union  to  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted patriot  and  sage,  the  native  of  thdr  sc^ 
and  the  citizen  of  thtir  community. 

It  is  not  without  some  hesitation,  and  some 
diffidence,  that  I  have  risen  to  offer  in  my  own' 
behalf,  and  in  that  of  my  colleagues  npon  this 
floor,  and  of  our  common  constituents,  to  Join 
oor  voice,  at  once  of  mourning  and  of  exulta- 
tion, at  the  ev^t  announced  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress  by  the  Kessage  from  the  Pre^dent  <k 
the  United  States — of  mourning  at  the  bereave- 
ment which  has  befallen  our  common  country 
by  the  decease  of  one  of  her  most  illastrions 
sons;  of  exultation  at  the  ^>eotade  afforded  to 
the  observation  of  tiie  clvibzed  woild,  and  for 
the  emulation  of  after  times,  by  the  close  of  a 
life  of  usefhlness  and  of  glory,  after  forty  years 
of  service  in  trusts  of  the  highest  dignity  and 
splendor  that  a  confiding  country  oonld  bestow, 
BQcceeded  by  twenty  years  of  retirement  and 
private  life,  not  imerior,  in  the  estimation 
of  the  virtnous  and  the  wise,  to  the  honors 
of  the  highest  statim  that  ambition  can  ever 
attmu. 

Of  the  publio  life  of  James  Hadison  what 
could  I  say  that  is  not  deeply  impressed  upon 
the  memory  and  upon  the  heart  of  every  one 
within  the  sound  of  my  voice  t  Of  his  private 
life,  what  but  must  meet  an  echoh:^  shout  trf 
^>plauBe  from  eveiT  v(doe  within  this  hall?  Is 
it  not  hi  a  pre-emment  degree  by  emanations 
from  his  nund  that  we  are  assembled  here  as 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  and  States 
tills  Union?  Is  it  not  transcendentiy  by  his 
exertions  that  we  all  address  each  otiier  here 
by  the  endearing  appellation  of  countrymen  and 
fellow-citizens!  Of  that  band  of  benefactors 
of  the  human  race,  the  founders  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  James  Ma^son  is 
the  last  who  is  gone  to  his  reward.  Their 

glorious  work  has  survived  them  all.  They 
ave  transmitted  the  precious  bond  of  union  to 
us,  now  entirely  a  succeeding  generation  to 
them.  Uay  it  never  cease  to  be  a  voice  (rf  ad-> 
monition  to  us  of  our  duty  to  transmit  the  in- 
heritance onim^ired  to  oor  children  of  the 
ri^ng  age. 

Of  the  personal  relations  with  this  great  man, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  luigaoareer  ci  public 
service  in  which  twenty  years  of  my  own  life 
have  been  engaged,  it  becomes  me  not  to  speak. 
The  fuln^  of  the  heart  most  be  rilent,  even 
to  the  Buppresfflon  of  the  overflowings  of  grati- 
tude and  affection. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  an- 
nouncing uie  adoption  of  the  following  re8olii> 
tion  by  ttiat  bo4y : 
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"I8  SKirAiB  01  xn  Vkited  States, 

J-ant  80,  18S6. 

"Seaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  jcnn  such  committee  as 
ma?  be  appointed  on  the  put  of  the  House,  to  ooo- 
dder  and  report  by  what  token  of  respect  and  affec- 
tion it  may  be  proper  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  express  the  deep  sensibility  of  the 
naUon  to  the  erent  of  the  decease  of  Hr.  Madison, 
just  annonnoed  by  the  Fnddent  of  the  United 
StateSL 

"  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Rim,  Mr.  ■  Out,  Mr.  Cal- 
-  BOUif.  Mr.  Obuhot,  Hr.  Bdcbakah,  Hr.  Lbioh,  and 
lb.  TiLLMADfli,  be  the  oonmdttee. 

"Attest:  WALTER  LOWRIE,  Se^'y." 

The  Honse  ooncorred  in  the  resolution,  and, 
according  to  a  previous  order  of  the  Hoose,  the 
committee  was  ordered  to  consist  of  one  from 
efioh  State  in  the  Union;  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  appointed: 

Mr.  Pattoh,  of  Virrinia;  Mr.  Mason,  of 
Mfune ;  Mr.  Oubhmak,  of  New  Hampshire ;  Mr. 
Aj>A3is,  of  Massaohnsetts ;  Mr.  Tovost,  of  Oon- 
neeticnt ;  Mr.  Pkabcs,  of  Bhode  Idand ;  Mr. 
AiXRF,  of  Vermont ;  Me.  Wakd,  of  Kew  York ; 
Mr.  pABXBR,  of  New  Jersey ;  Mr.  Amthokt,  of 
Pennsylvania;  Ur.  Muxigak,  of  Delaware; 
Mr.  Washingtoit,  of  Maryland;  Mr.  Debbbbt, 
of  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  GsiFimi,  of  Sonth  Car- 
olina ;  Mr.  CoFFEB^f  Georgia ;  Mr.  Johnson, 
<^  Eentnckr ;  Mr.  Sunlap,  of  Tennessee ;  Mr. 
McLbks,  of  Ohio ;  Mr.  Riplet,  of  Louisiana ; 
Mr.  Oabb,  of  Indiana ;  Mr.  Claibosnb,  of  Ws- 
sissippi ;  Mr.  BBmoLDs,  of  Illinois ;  Aur.  Ltoet, 
of  Alabama ;  Ur.  Habiubon,  of  Missonrl. 

Oherolee  Treaty. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Likoolh  in  the  cObifldjr)  on  the  "  bill 
making  farther  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties,  and  for  other  pnr- 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  lb. 
Adahs  to  strike  out  the  fidlowing  daiue : 

"For  the  amotmt  stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the 
lands  ceded  in  the  flrat  article  of  the  treaty  irith  the 
Cherokece  of  the  29th  of  December,  1836,  deductang 
tiiQ  cost  of  the  land  to  be  pro'rided  for  them  west  of 
the  Mis^rippi,  nnder  the  second  article  of  the  treaty, 
$4,600,000." 

Wnt  Point  Madm/ff. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  OAiiBBBLRHOy  tiie  commit- 
tee then  took  up  the  "  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  18S6." 

Mr.  PiEBOE,  of  New  Hampdure,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed tiie  Chfur  as  follows ; 

Mr.  Chairman :  An  attempt  was  made  dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  to  bring  the  sulfject  of 
the  reorganization  of  the  Military  Academy 
before  the  country,  through  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee. The  same  thing  nas  been  done  daring 
the  present  session,  i^tun  and  again,  but  aU 
efforts  have  proved  auke  nnsncceBsftu  I  BtiU, 
yon  do  not  cease  to  call  for  ai^priatious ; 


[Jvn,  1886. 

yon  require  the  people's  money  for  the  support 
of  the  insdtntion,  while  yon  refuse  them  the 
light  necessary  to  raable  mem  to  judge  of  the 
pr^iety  of  your  annnal  reqnidtions. 

Whether  the  amount  proposed  to  be  apiwch 
printed  the  bill  upon  yoor  table  is  too  great 
or  too  small,  or  precisely  snfBcient  to  cover  the 
current  expenses  of  the  institntion,  is  a  matter 
into  which  I  will  not  at  present  inquire ;  hut  I 
shall  feet  bound  to  oppose  tiie  bill  in  every 
stage  of  its  progress.  1  oannot  vote  a  single 
doUar  until  the  resolution  of  inquiry^resented 
by  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  Air.  Hawes,)  at 
an  early  day  in  the  session,  snail  be  first  taken 
up  and  disposed  of.  I  am  aware,  »r,  that  it 
xrUl  be  said,  because  I  have  heard  the  same 
declaration  on  a  former  occasion,  that  this  is 
not  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
institntion ;  that  the  bill  is  to  make  providon 
for  expenses  already  incurred  in  part;  and 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertamed  upon 
the  necesnty  of  a  reorganization,  the  appropri- 
ation must  be  made.  I  say  to  ^ntlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the  institution, 
and  to  those  who  believe  that  abuses  exist, 
which  ought  to  be  exposed  and  corrected,  that 
now  is  their  only  time,  and  this  the  only  op- 
portunity during  the  present  session,  to  attain 
their  object,  and  I  trust  they  will  steadily  resist 
the  bill  until  its  Mends  shall  find  it  necessair 
to  take  up  the  resolution  of  inquiry  and  give  it 
its  proper  reference. 

Sir,  why  has  this  inrestigatiDn  been  resisted? 
b  it  not  an  institution  which  has  already  cost 
this  country  more  than  three  milUons  of  dollars, 
for  whidi  you  propose,  in  this  very  bill,  an  ap- 
propriation of  more  than  <me  hundred  and  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars,  imd  which  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  estimation  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
citizens  in  this  Union,  has  Mled,  eminently 
failed,  to  fiilfil  the  objects  for  which  it  was  es- 
tablished, of  safficient  interest  and  imj^ortanoe 
to  claim  the  consideration  of  a  comnuttee  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  Honse  itself? 

I  should  have  expected  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hawbs,)  mere- 
ly proposing  an  inquiry,  to  pass  without  oppo- 
sition, had  I  not  witnessed  the  strong  sensa- 
tion, nay,  excitement,  that  was  produced  here, 
at  the  last  session,  by  tiie  presentation  his 
yet  unpnbUshed  report  Sir,  if  yon  would  have 
an  exhibition  of  high^  ezcitea  fading,  it  re- 
quires little  observation  to  learn  that  yon  may- 
produce  it  at  any  moment  by  attacking  such 
laws  as  xx)nfer  exdufdve  and  gratuitous  priv- 
ileges. The  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  in- 
quiry, at  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  under  it, 
were  made  occasion  of  newspaper  paragraphs, 
which,  in  tone  of  lamentation,  and  direful  pre- 
diction, rivalled  the  most  highly  wrought  spe- 
cimens of  the  panic  era.  One  of  those  articles 
I  preserved,  and  have  before  me.  It  com- 
mences thus:  "  The  an^iteete  of  ruin. — This 
name  has  been  appropriately  given  to  those  who 
arc  leading  on  the  base,  the  ignorant,  and  the  xm- 
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principled,  in  a  remorseless  war  upon  aB  the 
goards  and  defences  of  society." 

I  introdace  it  here  merely  to  show  what  are, 
in  oertiun  qoarters,  considered  the  guards  and 
defences  of  society.  After  various  jM>mplimenta, 
rimilar  to  that  Just  tsited,  the  article  proceeds : 
"All  this  is  dangerous  as  novel,  and  the  nlti- 
mate  resolts  cannot  be  contemplated  withont 
anxiety.  If  this  spirit  extends,  who  can  check 
it !  '  Down  with  the  Bank '  down  with  the 
Kilitaiy  Academy '  down  with  the  Judici- 
ary '  down  with  the  Senate will  be  follow- 
ed by  watchwords  of  a  worse  character." 
Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  you  have  the  United 
States  Bank  first,  and  then  the  Military  Acade- 
myj  as  the  guards  and  defences  of  your  country. 
If  It  be  so,  you  are  indeed  feebly  protected. 
One  of  these  guards  and  defences  is  already 
tottering.  And  who  are  *'  the  architects  of 
min"  that  ^ve  resolved  its  downf^!  Are 
they  the  base,  the  Ignorant,  and  the  nnprin- 
cipledt  Ho,  sir.  The  most  pore  and  patri- 
otic portion  of  jont  oommtinity;  the  staid, 
industrioas,  intelligent  farmers  and  mechanics, 
throng  a  public  servant  who  has  met  respon- 
sibilities, and  seconded  their  wishes,  with  equal 
intrepidity  and  success,  in  the  camp  and  in  the 
cabinetf  have  accomplished  this  great  work. 
Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  no  real  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  this  much-dreaded  levelling 
principle. 

From  the  middling  interest  yon  have  derived 
your  most  able  and  efficient  support  in  the 
most  ^oomy  and  trying  periods  of  your  his- 
tory. And  what  have  thej  asked  in  return? 
Nothing  but  the  common  advantayces  and  bless- 
ings of  a  free  Qovenunent,  administered  under 
equal  and  impartial  laws.  They  are  responsi- 
ble for  no  portion  of  your  le^slation,  which, 
through  its  partial  and  unjust  operation,  has 
shaken  this  Union  to  its  centre.  That  has  had 
its  origin  in  a  different  quarter,  sustiuned  by 
wealth,  the  wealth  of  monopolies,  and  the  pow- 
er and  influence  which  wealth,  tibus  accumu- 
lated and  disposed,  never  fails  to  control.  In- 
deed, sir,  while  far  frx>m  demanding  at  yoor 
han^  special  favors  for  themselves,  they  have 
not,  in  judgment  been  sufficiently  jealous 
of  all  legislation  conferring  exclusive  and  gra- 
tuitouB  privileges. 

That  the  law  creating  the  institution  of 
which  I  am  now  speaking,  and  the  practice 
nndw  it,  ia  strongly  marked  by  both  these  char- 
acteristics, is  f^parrat  at  a  ^n^  glanoe.  It 
ia  gntaiton^  because  those  who  are  so  fortn- 
nate  as  to  obtain  admiscdon  there  receive  their 
education  witbont  any  obli^on,  except  such 
as  a  sense  of  honor  may  imposa,  to  return, 
either  by  service  or  otherwise,  tiie  slightest 
equivalent.  It  is  exclusive,  inasmadi  as  only 
one  yooth  out  of  a  population  of  more  than 
47,000  can  participate  in  its  advantages  at  the 
aame  time;  and  those  who  are  sac(^ssfnl  are 
admitted  at  an  age,  when  their  characters  cannot 
havo  become  developed,  and  with  very  little 
knowledge  of  their  adiqitation,  mental  or  phys- 
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ioal,  for  military  life.  The  system  disregards 
one  of  those  great  principles  which,  carried  in- 
to practice,  contributed,  perhaps,  more  than 
any  other,  to  render  the  arms  of  Nmroleon  invin- 
cible fbr  so  many  years.  Who  does  not  per- 
ceive that  it  destroys  the  very  life  aijd  spring 
of  military  ardor  and  enthnslasm,  by  utterly 
foreclosing  all  hope  of  promotion  to  the  aoldiw 
and  non-commissioned  officer  1  However  mer- 
itorious may  be  his  services,  however  pre-emi- 
nent may  become  his  qualifications  for  com- 
mand, all  is  unavailing.  The  portcullis  is  drop- 
ped between  him  and  preferment ;  the  wisdom 
of  your  laws  having  provided  another  criterion 
than  that  of  admitted  courage  and  conduct,  by 
which  to  determine  who  are  worthy  of  com- 
mand. They  have  made  an  Academy,  where  a 
certain  number  of  young  gentlemen  are  edu- 
cated annually  at  the  pubuo  expense,  and  to 
which  there  ia,  of  consequence,  a  general  nisk 
not  so  much  from  sentiments  of  patriotinn  and 
a  taste  for  milituy  life,  as  from  motives  less 
worthy — ^the  avenue,  and  the  only  avenue,  to 
rank  in  your  army.  These  are  truths,  Mr. 
Chairman,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny ; 
and  I  leave  it  for  this  House  and  the  nation  to 
determine  whether  they  do  not  exhibit  a  spirit 
of  exclusiveness,  alike  at  variance  with  the  ge- 
nius of  yonr  Ooveroment  and  the  efficiency 
and  chivalrous  character  of  your  military  force. 

Sir,  no  man  can  feel  more  deeply  Interested 
in  the  army,  or  entertain  a  higher  regard  for 
it,  than  myself.  My  earliest  recollections  con- 
nect themselves  fondly  and  gratefully  with  the 
names  of  the  brave  men  wha  T«linqniBhing  the 

Siiet  and  seonrity  of  oivil  life,  were  staking 
eir  all  upon  the  defence  of  th^r  country's 
rights  and  honor.  One  of  the  most  distinguish- 
ed among  that  noble  band  now  occupies  and 
honors  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

It  is  not  fit  that  I  should  indulge  in  expres- 
sions of  personal  respect  uaA  admiration,  vmlch 
I  am  sure  would  find  a  hearty  response  in  the 
bosom  of  every  member  of  tjfiis  committee.  I 
allude  to  him  merely  to  express  the  hope  that, 
on  some  occafdon,  we  may  have,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  observa- 
tion. And  if  his  opinions  shall  differ  from  my 
own,  I  promise  carefblly  to  review  every  step 
by  whidi  I  have  been  led  to  my  present  con- 
clusions. Ton  cannot  mistake  me,  nr ;  I  refer 
to  the  hero  of  Erie.  I  have  declared  myself 
the  fHend  of  the  army.  Satisfy  me,  then,  what 
measures  ore  best  calculated  to  render  it  effco* 
tive,  and  what  all  desire  it  to  be,  and  I  go  for 
the  proposition  witii  my  whole  heart. 

But  I  cannot  believe  that  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, as  at  present  organized,  is  calcxdated  to 
accomplish  this  desirable  end.  It  may,  and 
undoubtedly  does,  send  forth  into  the  country 
much  military  knowledge ;  but  the  advantage 
which  your  army,  or  that  which  will  constitute 
your  army  in  time  of  need,  derives  from  it,  is 
by  no  means  commensurate  with  the  expense 
you  incur.  Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  permit  me  to 
say  that  I  deny,  utterlyi  the  e^>edien(7,  and 
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the  right  to  educate,  at  tho  pablio  expense,  any 
nnmber  of  young  mea  who,  on  the  completion 
of  their  education,  are  uot  to  form  a  portion 
of  yonr  military  force,  but  to  return  to  the 
wallEs  of  private  life.  Such  was  never  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Military  Academy  until  after  the 
lav  of  1813 ;  and  the  doctrine,  so  for  aa  I  have 
been  able  to  asoert^  was  first  formal^  an- 
noonced  by  a  distingaished  lodividnal,  at  tibia 
time  sofficientiy  jealoas  of  the  exercise  of  ex- 
eoQtive  patronage,  and  greatly  alarmed  by  what 
he  conceives  to  be  the  tendencies  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  and  consolidation.  It 
may  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  communicated  to  Congress  in  1819. 

If  it  Bhallf  upon  doe  consideration,  receive 
the  sanction  of  Congress  and  the  coantry,  I 
can  see  no  limit  to  t£e  exercise  of  power  and 
Government  patronage.  Follow  out  the  prin- 
ciple, and  where  will  it  lead  yon  I  You  confer 
upon  the  National  Govermnent  the  absolute 
guardianship  of  literatnre  and  science,  military 
and  civil;  yon  need  not  stop  at  military  science ; 
any  one,  in  tho  wide  range  of  sciences,  becomes 
at  once  a  legitimate  uid  constitutional  object 
of  your  potroiiage ;  you  are  confined  by  no  lim- 
it but  your  discretion ;  you  have  no  check 
bnt  your  own  good  pleasure.  If  you  may  ^- 
ford  instrucl^on,  at  tne  public  ex^tense,  in  the 
languages,  in  philosophy,  In  chemistry,  and  in 
the  exact  sciences,  to  yoang  gentlemen  who 
are  under  no  obligation  to  enter  the  service  of 
their  country,  but  are,  in  fact,  destined  for  civil 
life,  why  may  you  not,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
provide  the  means  of  a  legal,  or  theological,  or 
mescal  education,  on  the  ground  that  the  re- 
dpients  of  yonr  tounty  will  carry  forth  a  fund 
of  oseftil  knowledge,  that  mfl^f  at  some  tim& 
under  some  cironmstances,  prodnce  a  beneficial 
infinence,  and  promote  "  tiie  general  welfare  ?" 
Sir,  I  fear  that  even  some  of  us  may  live  to  see 
the  day  when  this  '*  general  welfare  "  of  your 
constitntion  will  leave  us  little  ground  to  boost 
of  a  Govermnent  of  limited  powers.  But  I  did 
not  patpose  at  this  time  to  discuss  the  abstract 
qnesUon  of  constitutioual  right  I  will  regard 
Uie  expe^ency  alone ;  and  whether  Uie  power 
exist  or  not,  its  exercise,  in  on  institution  like 
this,  is  subversive  of  the  only  principle  upon 
which  a  school,  conducted  at  the  public  ex-, 
pense,  con  be  mode  profitable  to  the  public  ser- 
vice— that  of  making  an  admission  into  your 
school,  and  an  eduoanon  there,  secondary  to  an 
appointment  in  tiie  army.  Sir,  this  distmcUve 
feature  characterized  aU  your  le^slation,  and 
all  executive  recommendations,  down  to  1810. 

I  may  as  well  notice  here,  as  at  any  time,  an 
answer  which  has  always  been  ready  when  ob- 
jections have  been  raised  to  this  institution — 
an  answer  which,  if  it  has  not  proved  qnite  sat- 
isfactory to  minds  that  yield  their  assent  more 
readily  to  strong  reasons  than  to  the  authority 
of  great  Domes,  has  yet,  unquestionably,  exer- 
cised a  powerfid  infiuence  upon  t^e  public 
mind.   It  has  not  gone  forth  upon  the  sntlior- 

of  «i  individnol  merely,  bnt  has  bem  pab- 
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lished  to  the  world  with  the  approbation  of  a 
committee  of  a  former  Congress.  It  is  this: 
that  the  institution  has  received  at  different  times 
the  sanction  of  such  names  as  WashingtoD, 
Adams,  and  Jefferson ;  and  this  has  been  claim- 
ed wit^  such  boldness,  and  in  a  form  so  impos- 
ing, as  almost  to  fbrbid  any  question  of  its  ac- 
curacy. If  this  were  correct,  in  point  of  &et, 
it  would  be  entitled  to  the  most  profonnd  re- 
spect and  consideration,  and  no  change  should 
be  urged  against  the  weight  of  such  authority, 
without  mature  deliberation,  and  thorough  con- 
viction of  expediency.  TJruortunately  for  tho 
advocates  of  the  institution,  and  fortunately  for 
the  interests  of  the  country,  this  claim  cannot 
be  sustained  by  reference  to  executive  docu- 
ments, from  the  first  report  of  General  Enox, 
in  1790,  to  the  close  of  Hr.  JefiTerson's  admin- 
istration. 

The  error  has  undonbtedly  innocently  oc- 
curred, by  oonfonnding  the  HQitfSy  Academy 
at  West  Point  as  it  was,  with  the  Military  .Acad* 
emy  at  West  Point  as  it  is.  The  report  of 
Secretary  Knox,  just  referred  to,  is  oharaoter- 
ized  by  this  distinctive  feature— that  the  corps 
proposed  to  be  organized  were  "  to  serve  as  an 
actual  defence  to  the  communitry,"  and  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  tiie  active  miUtaiy  force  of  the 
country,  "  to  serve  in  the  field,  or  on  the  fron- 
tier, or  in  the  fortifications  of  the  sea-coast,  as 
the  commander-in-chief  may  direct"  At  a  la- 
ter period,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
(Mr.  McHenry,)  communicated  to  Congress  in 
1800,  although  it  proposed  a  plan  for  military 
schools,  difiTerlng  in  many  essential  particulars 
from  those  whi^  had  preceded  it,  still  retained 
the  disthictive  feature  just  named  as  character- 
iang  tiie  report  of  General  Knox, 

With  n^xi  to  e^ioating  young  men  grata* 
itously,  wmch,  whatever  may  have  been  tiie 
design^  I  am  prepared  to  show  is  the  practical 
operation  of  the  Academy,  as  at  present  oi^an- 
ized,  I  cannot,  perhaps,  exbibit  more  clearly  the 
sentiments  of  the  Executive  at  that  early  day, 
urgent  as  was  the  occasion,  and  strong  as  must 
have  been  the  desire,  to  give  strength  and 
efficiency  to  the  militaiy  force,- than  by  reading 
one  or  two  paragraphs  from  a  supplementary  re- 
port of  Secretiffy  McHenry,  adaressed  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Defence,  on  tho 
Slst  January,  1800. 

The  Secretary  says : 

"  Agreeably  to  the  plan  of  the  lOUtiry  Academy, 
the  directors  thereof  are  to  be  officers  taken  from  the 
anay ;  consequently,  no  expense  will  be  incurred  by 
eudi  apptHntments.  The  plan  also  contcmptiites 
that  officers  of  the  army,  twlets,  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  shall  receive  iostniction  in  the 
Academy.  As  the  rations  and  fbel  which  they  are 
entitled  to  in  the  army  will  sutBce  fbr  them  m  the 
Academy,  no  additional  expense  will  be  roqirired 
for  otgects  of  maintenance  while  there. 

"  The  expenses  of  servants  and  certain  inindental 
expenses  relative  to  the  police  and  administratiou, 
may  be  deftayed  by  those  who  shall  be  adnutted, 
out  of  didr  pay  and  enudomenta.'* 
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Ton  vQI  observe,  l£r.  Chairman,  from  the 
phraseology  of  the  report,  that  all  were  to  ooq- 
■  rtitnte  a  part  of  your  aotaal  military  force ; 
and  that  whateTer  additional  charges  should  be 
iDCorred,  were  to  be  defrayed  by  those  who 
migbt  receive  the  advantages  of  iDstJuction. 
nise  were  proTfaaona,  Jnst  as  they  are  im- 
portant. Let  me  call  Toor  attention  for  a  mo- 
ment to  a  report  of  Cotond  Williams,  "whioh 
vu  made  the  subject  of  a  special  message, 
cotnmnnicsted  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  ou 
the  I8th  of  March^  1808. 

The  extract  I  propose  to  read,  as  sustaining 
ftiSy  the  views  of  Mr.  McHeiii7  upon  this 
pwUf  is  in  the  ft^owing  words : 

be  wdl  to  make  the  plan  upon  sach  a 
aodeunot  only  to  take  in  the  minor  offloera  of  the 
UTj,  but  also  any  youths  from  any  of  the  States  "who 
wub  for  Buch  an  edncatioD,  whether  de«gned 
tot  the  amy  or  navy,  or  ndther,  and  let  them  be 
asMved  to  the  ralne  of  their  edacation,  which  might 
fDim  a  foDtl  for  extra  or  contiDgent  ezpeosea."  '' 

Si,  these  are  the  true  doctrines  upon  tiiis 
aol^:  doctrines  worthy  of  the  administra- 
tion  vnder  which  they  were  promulgated,  and 
in  aeoordanoe  with  the  views  of  statesmen  in 
the  eaiiier  and  pnrer  days  of  the  repablic. 

Give  to  the  officers  of  your  army  the  highest 
•dvairtagea  for  perfection  in  all  the  branches 
of  nulituj  science,  and  let  those  advantages  be 
opea  to  u,  In  rotation,  and  trader  sooh  terms 
au  rc^nlatifHU  aa  shall  be  ^  onoe  impartial 
toward  tiie  offiom,  and  wlvantageoos  to  the 
awiee ;  bnt  let  all  yonng  gentlemen  who  have 
a  taste  for  nUlib^  life,  and  desu«  to  adopt 
arme  as  a  profesdon,  prepare  themselves  for 
sebordinate  sitnatioos  at  their  own  expense,  or 
at  the  expense  of  their  parents  or  guardians,  in 
die  same  manner  that  the  youth  of  the  country 
are  qualified  for  the  professions  of  civil  life. 
Sir,  while  upon  thb  subject  of  gratuitous  edu- 
cation, I  will  read  aa  extract  from  "Dnpin's 
Umtai^  Force  of  Great  Britain,"  to  show  what 
fkTcv  it  finds  in  another  country,  from  the 
ynetioe  and  experience  of  which  ve  may  de- 
rive some  advantages,  however  fur  from  ap- 
prorlog  of  its  InsntationB  generally.  The  ex- 
tract is  from  the  3d  vol.,  7lst  page,  and  relates 
te  the  terms  on  which  yonng  gentlemen  are 
admitted  to  the  jtmior  departments  of  the  Roy- 
al MiUtarj  OoUega  at  Sandhurst. 

''RrsL  The  sns  of  ofioers  of  all  ranks,  whether 
of  file  Imnd  or  sea  forces,  who  have  died  fai  the 
acrrice,  learing  their  fkmilles  in  pecuniary  disb^ ; 
fta  cbfli  are  instructed,  boarded,  and  habited, 
pitaitooBly  by  the  State ;  being  required  only  to 
pcoride  their  equipmenta  on  admission,  and  to 
■wnlam  themselves  in  linen. 

"  Seooodly.  The  sons  of  all  offloers  of  the  army 
■bm  the  rank  of  subalterns  actuaUy  in  the  service, 
sad  who  pay  a  sum  proportioned  to  their  ranks,  ac- 
cordii^  to  a  scale  per  annum  regulated  by  the  supreme 
bond.  Hie  sons  of  lirhiK  naval  offioers  of  nude  not 
bdow  that  of  master  and  commander,  are  also  ad- 
■ntted  00  payment  of  annual  stipends,  fdmilar  to  those 
('MnMpgnfingnnluintheanny.  The  oi|Aaa  sons . 


of  officera,  who  have  not  left  their  families  in  poonniary 
difficulties,  are  admitted  into  this  daas  on  paying  Uie 
stipends  required  of  officers  of  the  rank  had  by  tlu^ 
parents  at  the  time  of  their  decease. 

Thirdly.  The  sons  of  notdemen  and  private 
gentlemen  who  pay  a  yearly  sum  eqidndrat  to  the 
expenses  of  their  education,  board,  and  dotUng, 
according  to  a  rate  regulated  from  time  to  time  by 
the  oonunisnoneis." 

Kr,  let  it  be  remembered  that  these  are  the 
regnlations  of  a  Government  whidi,  with  all 
its  wealth  and  power,  is,  from  its  stmotore  and 
practice,  groaning  under  the  accumulated  weight 
of  pensions,  sineoores,  and  gratnities,  and  yet 
you  observe  that  only  one  dass,  "  the  sons  of 
officers  of  all  ranks,  whether  of  the  land  or  sea 
forces,  who  have  died  in  the  service,  leaving 
the|r  families  in  pecuniary  distress,"  are  edn- 
Cifled  gratuitously. 

I  do  not  approve  even  of  this,  bnt  I  hold  it  up 
in  contrast  with  your  own  principles  and  prac- 
tice. 

If  the  patience  of  the  oonmiittee  would  war- 
rant me,  Mr.  Ghalrman,  I  could  show,  by  r^r< 
enoe  to  executive  commnnioatiana,  and  the  con- 
current legislation  of  Oongress  in  179^  1790, 
1602,  and  1808,  that,  prior  to  the  lastmentlon- 
ed  date,  such  an  institution  as  we  now  have 
was  neiUier  recommended  nor  contemplated.  ^ 
Upon  this  point  I  will  not  detmn  you  longer ; 
but  when  hereafter  confronted  by  the  authority 
of  great  names,  I  trust  we  shall  be  told  where 
the  expressions  of  approbation  are  to  be  found. 
We  may  then  judge  of  their  applicability  to  the 
Military  Academy  as  at  present  organized. 

I  am  far  from  desiring  to  see  this  country 
destitute  of  a  Military  Academy ;  but  I  woidd 
have  it  a  school  of  practice,  and  instraotion, 
for  officers  actnally  in  the  service  ctf  the  United 
States :  not  au  insdtnti(»i  for  educating,  gnU»- 
itonsly,  yonng  goitlonen,  who^  on  Che  oomple- 
don  of  their  term,  or  after  a  few  months'  leave 
of  absence,  resign  their  commissions  and  return 
to  the  pursuits  of  civil  life. 

If  any  one  doubts  that  this  is  the  practical 
operation  of  your  present  system,  I  refer  him 
to  the  annuid  list  of  resignations,  to  be  found 
in  the  a^jntant  general's  office. 

Hrmly  as  I  am  convinced  of  the  neoesmty 
of  a  reorganization,  I  would  take  no  step  to 
create  an  nnjnst  prejudice  against  the  institu- 
tion. All  that  I  ask,  and,  so  far  as  I  know,  all 
that  any  of  the  opoonents  d  the  institution  atk^ 
is,  that  after  a  fbll  and  impartial  investigation, 
it  shall  stand  or  fell  upon  its  merits.  I  know 
there  are  graduates  of  tiie  institution  who  are 
ornaments  to  tiie  army,  and  an  honor  to  th^ 
country ;  but  they,  and  not  the  seminary,  are 
entitled  to  the  credit.  Here  I  would  remark, 
once  for  all,  that  I  do  not  reflect  upon  the 
officers  or  pupils  of  the  Academy ;  it  is  to  the 
principles  of  the  institution  itself,  as  at  present 
organized,  that  I  object.  It  is  often  said  that 
the  graduates  leave  the  institution  with  senti- 
ments that  hut  ill  accord  with  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42 


ABBIDaHENT  07  THB 


H.  or  B.] 

GoTenunent  from  which  tbej  denin  the  means 
of  edncation,  aod  that  manj  who  take  eranmis- 
^ons  possess  few  qaalifications  for  the  oommand 
of  men,  either  in  war  or  in  peace.  Uoet  of  the 
members  of  this  Honse  hare  had  more  or  less 
intercourse  with  these  young  gentlemen,  and  I 
leave  it  for  each  individoal  to  form  his  own 
opinion  of  the  correctness  of  the  charges, 
llius  ranch  I  will  say  for  myself,  that  I  believe 
that  these  and  greater  evils,  are  the  natural,  if 
not  inevitable,  result  of  the  principles  in  whi6h 
this  institatl(ni  is  founded ;  and  any  system  <^ 
eduration,  estahluhed  vpaa  idmilar  prluoiplea) 
on  Government  patronage  alone,  will  proauoe 
like  results,  nov  and  Avever.  Sir,  wnat  are 
some  <tf  these  results?  By  the  report  of  the 
Becretaiy  of  Wan  dated  Jannary,  1881,  we  are 
informed  that,  "  by  an  estimate  of  the  last  five 
years,  (preceding  uiat  date,)  it  appears  that  Tbe 
enpply  of  the  army  from  the  corps  of  graduated 
cadets  has  averaged  abont  twenty-two  annual- 
ly, while  those  who  graduated  are  about  forty, 
making  in  each  year  an  excess  of  eighteen. 
The  number  received  annually  into  the  Acade- 
my averages  one  hundred,  of  which  only  the 
number  stated,  to  wit :  forty,  pass  thron^^  the 
prescribed  oonrse  of  edncation  at  schools,  and 
become  snpemomerary  lientenants  in  the  ar- 
y  my."  By  the  report  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  War, 
Deoonber,  1680,  we  are  informed  that  "  tiie 
number  of  promotions  to  the  army  from  this 
corps  for  the  last  five  years,  has  averaged  aboat 
twenty-two  annually,  while  the  number  of  grad- 
uates has  been  at  an  average  of  forty.  This 
excess,  which  is  annually  increasing,  has  placed 
eighty-eeven  in  waiting  until  vacanoiea  shall 
take  place ;  and  shows  that,  in  the  next  year, 
probably,  and  in  the  ancoeedW  one,  certainly, 
there  will  be  an  excess  beyond  what  the  exist- 
ing law  authorizes  to  be  commissioned.  There 
will  then  be  one  hundred  and  six  supemmne- 
rary  brevet  second  lieutenants  t^purtenant  to 
the  army,  at  an  average  annual  expense  of  $80,- 
000."  Sir,  that  results  here  disclosed  were  not 
atatidpatea  by  2Cr.  ICadison,  is  apparent  from  a 
reoorrenoe  to  his  messages  of  1810  amd  1811. 

LipastdDg  the  lav  of  1612  ,both  Congress  and 
the  President  acted  for  the  occasion,  and  they 
expected  those  who  should  succeed  them  to  act 
in  a  similar  manner.  Their  fedings  of  patriots 
ism  and  resentment  were  aroused,l)y  beholding 
tbe  privileges  of  freemen  wantonly  invaded, 
onr  glorious  stars  and  stripes  disref^rded,  and 
.  national  and  individual  riehts  trampled  in  the 
dust.  Tbe  war  was  pending.  The  necessity 
for  increasing  the  military  force  of  the  country 
was  obvious  and  pressiD^,  and  tbe  urgent  occa- 
sion for  increased  facilities  for  milita^  instruc- 
tion eqnally  i^parent. 

Sir,  it  was  undw  dronmstances  like  tiiese, 
when  we  had  not  only  enemies  abroad,  bat  I 
blush  to  81^,  oiemies  at  home,  that  the  mstita- 
tion,  as  at  present  organized,  had  its  origin.  It 
will  hardly  be  pretended  that  it  was  the  origi- 
nal design  of  the  law  to  augment  the  numb^ 
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of  persons  instructed  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
public  service. 

Well,  the  report  of  the  Seoretair  shows  that, 
for  five  years  pricnr  to  1881,  the  Academy  had 
fumiahed  ei^teen  supemnmeraries  annually. 
A  practical  operation  of  this  character  has  no 
sanction  in  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. The  report  demonstrates,  further,  the 
fruitfulness  and  utility  of  this  institution,  by 
showing  the  fact,  that  but  two-fifths  of  those 
who  enter  the  Acadony  graduate,  and  that  but 
a  fractitm  more  than  one-fifth  enter  the  public 
service. 

This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  administration  of 
the  Academy ;  it  is  not  the  fiuilt  of  young  gen- 
tlemen who  are  sent  there;  on  your  present 
peace  establishment  there  can  be  but  httle  to 
stimulate  them,  particularly  in  the  acquisition 
of  military  science.  There  can  hardly  be  but 
one  object  in  the  mind  of  tbe  student,  and  that 
would  be  to  obtain  an  education  for  the  pur- 
poses of  civil  life.  The  diflBculty  is,  that  the 
mstitotion  has  outlived  both  the  occasion  that 
called  it  into  existence  and  its  original  design. 

I  have  before  remarked  that  the  Academy 
was  manifestly  enlarged  to  correspond  witii  the 
army  and  militia  actnally  to  be  called  into  ser- 
vice. Look,  then,  for  a  mommt,  at  &cts,  and 
observe  with  how  much  wisdom,  Jnstic^and 
sound  policy,  you  retain  the  provtraons  m  the 
law  of  1612.  The  total  authorized  force  of 
1818,  after  the  declaration  of  war,  was  58,354; 
and  in  October,  1814,  the  military  establisli- 
ment  amounted  to  62,428.  By  the  act  of  March, 
1816,  the  peace  establishment  was  limited  to 
10,000,  and  now  hardly  exceeds  that  number. 
Thus  you  make  a  reduction  of  more  than 
60,000  in  your  actual  military  force,  to  accom- 
modate the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  its 
wants.  And  why  do  yon  reftise  to  do  the  same 
with  yonr  grand  system  of  public  edncatitw  ? 
Why  does  that  remain  unchanged  I  Why  not 
reduce  it  at  once,  at  least  to  the  actual  wants 
of  the  service,  and  dispense  with  your  corps  of 
sapemnmerary  lieutenants  ?  Sir,  there  is,  there 
can  be,  but  one  answer  to  the  question,  and 
that  may  be  found  in  the  war  report  of  1819, 
to  which  I  have  before  had  occasion  to  allada 
The  Secretary  says,  **  the  cadet  who  cannot  be 

f)rovided  for  in  uie  army  will  return  to  iMivate 
tfe ;  but  in  the  event  of  a  war  their  knowl- 
edge will  not  be  lost  to  the  oonntry." 

Indeed,  sir,  these  youna  gentlemen,  if  they 
could  be  induced  to  tAke  tne  field,  wonld,  after 
a  lapse  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  come  up  from 
the  bar,  or  it  may  be  the  pulpit,  fresh  in  mili- 
tary science,  and  admirably  qualified  for  oom- 
mand in  the  faoe  of  an  enemy  1 

The  magarine  of  facte,  to  prove  at  the  same 
glance  the  extravagance  ana  nnfruitfhiness  of 
this  institution,  is  not  easily  ezbansted ;  but  I 
am  admoni^ed  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to 
omit  many  considerations  which  I  regard  as 
both  interesting  and  important.  I  will  only 
detiun  the  committee  to  make  a  nngle  state- 
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DMot,  pUdng  Bide  bj  ride  some  aggregate  re- 
ndtB.  There  hta  already  been  expended  upon 
butitxttion  more  tlmn  tiiree  mlllioiis  three 
htmdred  thoosand  dollars.  Between  1816  and 
1881,  thirteen  hundred  and  eif^teen  stodents 
ir«ce  admitted  into  the  Academy ;  and  of  all 
the  cadets  who  were  ever  there,  <Huy  two  hun- 
dred and  aix^-five  remained  in  ttie  aerrioe  at 
the  end  of  1880.  Here  are  the  expensee  yon 
have  inonrred,  and  llie  prodnota  yon  Imve 
reaUxed. 

I  leave  them  to  he  balanced  hy  the  people. 
But,  fornmel^  heUeTingasIdouattheAcad- 
any  atands  finth  aa  an  anomaly  among  tlie 
butitiitioiia  of  thia  comitry ;  that  it  to  at  Ta- 
riiBoe  with  tiie  qtiiit  if  not  the  letter,  of  the 
eoutitulion  mider  which  we  live;  ao  long  as 
dib  HoQse  ahall  deny  InTaatigation  into  Its 
vioeiplee  and  practical  q>eration,  I,  aa  an  in- 
mridtul  member,  will  refuse  to  anpropriate  the 
fint  dollar  for  its  ec^pini. 

Hr.  Oaxbsxlkhg  moved  that  the  committee 
rin,  and  report  the  "  hill  for  the  snppreadon 
of  Indian  hoetilities,'*  and  lay  the  one  under 
consideration  aside. 
Jli.  BntoGA  objected  to  the  motion. 
The  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a  diri- 
Btm.  and  Mr.  PmoK  concluded  his  remarks. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  both 
tiie  above  billa  to  the  Hooee,  when  the  amend- 
meots  to  both  were  aereranr  coDonzred  in,  and 
thej  wer«  ordered  to  a  third  reading^  and  read 
a  tmrd  time  and  passed. 

2>MtA  nf  B>PmidenA  Maditon. 
yir.  pATTOir,  firom  the  select  committee,  made 
tiu  fonowing  r^rt : 

The  FmideBt  of  the  United  States  harbg  com- 
—kaled  to  tiw  tvo  Homes  of  Oongresa  the  melan- 
dM^  lataDieeDce  of  the  death  of  tbeir  iUustrions 
and  beloTed  fellow-dlizen,  Jakxs  Hadisok,  of  Yir- 
ginia,  Itte  Freddeat  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
trofloaw  abtiiug  fn  the  general  grief  vbidx  this 
wsCnanw  enot  must  produce; 

"JSnoAnl  ^  tit  Stnatt  and  Boim  of  Itmruenl- 
atiwet  of  the  United  State*  of  Amtriea  in  OmorsM 
tmmhta,  That  the  chain  of  the  Preeident  of  the 
Beaite,  and  of  the  G^ieaker  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
■eatallwe  be  duooded  In  black  daring  the  proeent 
•atrion;  and  that  the  FTesideot  of  the  SeniUe,  the 
Bpeakar  of  the  Honse  of  BepeeentatiTea,  and  the 
isMBben  and  offioeia  of  both  Hooaes,  wear  the  oaoal 
badge  of  momdi^  for  tliirly  di^ 

'*J2rao2Md^  Tfaat  it  be  lecommended  to  the  people 
of  tte  United  Statee  to  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann, 
as  moofui&g,  for  thirty  dam 

"£*»ot**d.  That  the  President  of  the  Uidted 
BtitflB  be  reqoested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
htioBS  to  Mm.  Madison,  and  to  aasore  her  of  the 
pnrfbsDd  respect  of  the  two  Houses  of  Oongiess  for 
BBT  pemm  and  Aaraeter,  and  of  ttwlr  rincm  cm* 
Mence  on  fbe  Iste  afflksUng  diqwasathni  <^Frovi- 


Tbe  report  and  resolntlona  were  ooncmred 
In  nnaiUiuonBly . 
<te  moMw  of  Ur.  Bmoo^ 
Hie  Home  tiun  adjonmed. 


MoNDAT,  July  4. 
Texat  iTuUpendmee. 
Vr.  Uasoit,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Oommitteo 
on  Foreign  Afhirs,  made  a  report  in  relaticm 
to  the  aflhirs  of  Tezaa,  aooonqnnied  by  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

"  1.  Snotved,  That  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  Uidted  State^ 
vheuerer  satisfactory  information  has  been  recelTcd 
that  it  lias  hi  saecusftd  operation  a  dTfl  dovem- 
ment,  capable  of  petforming  the  duties  and  foUUlbg 
the  obUgations  of  an  independent  power. 

"  2.  Re»olvedy  That  thoHoose  of  RepresentatlTes 
pereeire  with  satis&ction  that  the  Preudent  of  the 
United  States  has  adopted  measures  to  ascertain 
the  political,  mililaiy,  and  diil  condiUon  of  Texas." 

Hr.  Adams  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  n- 

Bolations  on  the  table.  fTegatived — yeas  40, 
nays  108. 

Ur.  Pkytos  demanded  the  previons  question 
upon  the  adopUon  of  the  resolutions. 

2fr.  Williams,  of  North  Oarolina.  thought  it 
not  necessary,  and  he  therefore  be^ed  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr,  FxxTON  reftised,  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  ^e  to  discuss  the  subject. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded— eyes 
80,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Hardin  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the        question ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Adamb  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  qtiestion  was  taken  on  the  first  resolnUoo, 
and  was— yeas  128,  nays  20,  aa  follows ; 

TzAS.— Uessrs.  Ash,  BelI,Bockee,  Bond,  Booldlnf 
Boyd,  Bunch,'  Bynum,  J.  C&lhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambrele&g,  Garr,  Carter,  Casey,  6.  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  CIdbome,  Cleve- 
land, Coffee,  Coles,  Connor,  Gushing,  Cnshtnan, 
Dariington,  Dennr,  Dickerson,  Doubletky,  Donlap, 
Forester,  French,' W.  E.  FoUer,  Qalbndth,  i.  Oar- 
land,  B.  Oariand,  Gillet,  Granger,  GriOn,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hardin,  Harlan,  A.  G.  Harrison, 
Haynes,  Henderson,  Helster,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngersoU, 
Ingham,  J.  Jackson,  B.  H.  Johnson,  G.  Johnson, 
H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Einnard,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  LoyatI,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Maim,  Martin,  J.  T.  Mason,  W.  Mason,  Mau- 
ry, Mav,  McCarty,  HcE«r,  McKennan,  McKim,  Ho- 
Lene,  Mercer,  IflDer,  IfflBgaB,  Honteomery,  Mw- 
gan,  Morris,  Miihlenbe»,  Owms,  Page,  Parker, 
Patterson,  Patton,  F.  Reroe,  Fettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pinokney,  Bencher,  John  Beynolds,  BIpley, 
Bobertson,  Bogers,  Seymonr,  A.  H.  Bbepperd, 
Shields,  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Soane,  Smith,  Spangler, 
Stuidefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
J.  Thomson,  Toncey,  Towns,  Underwood,  Ward, 
Washington,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  S.  WiUiams— 128. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Clark,  Crane,  Grennell,  H.  HaU,  Hazeltine,  Jarvis, 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Love,  D.  J.  Pearce,  PhiDlps, 
Potts,  Beed,  BneseU.  Slade,  Thiton— sa 

So  the  first  resolntion  was  odopted. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


44 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THS 


H.  OP  &.] 

The  qoe^oa  was  then  taken  on  the  seoond 
nw^ntirai,  and  vas— yeas  118,  fiS. 

Adjoummmt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnbok,  the  Honie 
took  np  the  joint  reaolotion  from  the  Senate 
proposing  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States  with  the  nsual  message,  and  tiie  commit- 
tee on  Hie  part  of  the  House  vas  ordca«d  to 
oondst  of  tro. 


Dmharffi  (if  GommitUet, 

On  motion  of  l£r.  Haedibt,  all  the  comndttees 
of  the  House  were  disohai^ed  from  the  ftuther 
consideration  of  suoh  snttJeots  as  had  been  re- 
ferred to  them  and  had  not  been  acted  on. 

Ur.  R.  M.  JoHXMON,  from  the  select  Joint 
committee  appointed  to  w^t  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  made  the  usual  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pasexb,  at  i  o'dook, 

The  Hoose  ac|jonmed,  nne  dit. 
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mENTY-FOUBTH  CONGRESS-SECOND  SESSION. 


FBOGEEDHi^GS  IK  THE  SENATE. 


U(»n>AT,  DeoemDer  6, 1886. 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o^clock,  M. 

The  Tici  Pbbsidekx  took  the  chiur,  aod  the 
foUoving  Senators  speared  in  their  seats, 
viz.: 

Mr.  BcooLsa,  from  Hune ;  Messrs,  Httbbabd 
md  Pasi,  from  Kew  H&im»Iiire ;  Ueasrs.  Pbkn- 
m  wd  BvtFTf  fitm  Vermont ;  Mr.  Dayo, 
from  Kmaehoaetts ;  KeBsrs.  Ehighk  and  Bos- 
from  lUiode  Hand;  Messrs.  Nii.n  and 
ToMusBOH,  from  Gonnectient;  Ux.  WmoHT. 
frran  New  York;  Meaors.  Southabd  and 
Vtiix,  from  Kew  Jersej ;  Messrs.  Buchakan 
tnd  McEeajt,  fit>m  Pennsylvania;  Hr.  Batasd, 
from  Delaware;  Mr.  Kent,  from  Maryland; 
3£r.  Bites,  from  Virginia;  Mr.  Emo,  fi^m 
Georgia;  Messrs.  £wmc>  and  Mobbis,  from 
Ohio;  Messrs.  Clat  and  Pbittenbek,  from 
SentDckj ;  Messrs.  GitimDT  and  Wmrs,  from 
Teonesaee;  Messrs.  Hbkdbicks  and  Iipton, 
from  Indiana;  Mea^  Bobihbon  and  Ewiira, 
from  Ciinois;  Messrs.  Kisa  and  Moobb,  from 
Alabama;  Mr.  Walekb,  from  Missisuppi; 
lUetsn.  Bettoit  and  Ltnit,  from  Miwoari 

Ifr.  BBSTOir  presented  tlu  credentials  of 
Measre.  Fclton  and  Sbtiib,  Senators  elect  from 
the  new  State  of  Arkansas,  and  they  were  qnali- 
fled  and  took  their  seats. 

Tlie  foUowinc  resolntion  was  offered  by  Ur. 
Beetos,  and  adopted : 

Staolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  sscertain  the 
denes  iawhidi  the  Senators  of  the  State  of  Aikuises 
rinS  be  tnsetted.  In  oonfonidtyirith  the  resolution  of 
flie  14th  <tf  May,  1789,  wd  as  the  oonstitnOou  re- 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  pat  bto  the  ballot 
hex  three  papers,  of  equal  nze,  nambered  1,  S,  S. 
Each  of  the  Senaiarg  from  the  State  of  Arkansas 
dttll  draw  out  one  paper.  Kumber  1,  if  drawn, 
AiD  entitle  the  member  to  be  placed  Id  the  claaa 
of  Seaators  whose  term  of  sernoe  will  expire  the 
Id  diy  of  March,  1837  ;  nomber  8  In  Uie  class 
ikee  term  will  ex^nre  the  8d  day  of  March,  1839 ; 
nd  Bomber  3  in  the  class  whose  term  wis  expire 

Id  day  of  March,  1841. 

U  wu  aooordiiiglj  so  d^wmined,  by  lot, 


that  Mr.  Setisb'b  term  sboold  expire  in  18S7, 
and  Mr.  Fulton's  in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Geundt,  a  committee  was 
ordered  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  a  joint  committee  of  both  Hooses, 
to  wut  on  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  both  Honses 
of  OoD^resB  are  assembled,  and  ready  to  receiTe 
from  hmi  snoh  commnnloation  as  ne  may  be 
pleased  to  make. 

Messrs.  Gbdbdt  and  Swut  were  ^pointed 
by  the  Chair  members  of  said  oommittee,  on 
thepart  of  tbe Senate. 

The  Ohais  presented  the  following  letter  of 
re^gnation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate : 
WAsmnsTos,  December  5, 1836. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  resign  the  office  of  Seraetary  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Having  so  long  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
Senate,  and  enjoyed  such  continued  and  friendly 
intercourse  with  its  members,  it  is  with  feeHnn  « 
deep  and  punM  sem^Qity  I  now  separate  from 
them ;  and  these  feelings  are  greatly  increased, 
when  I  reflect  on  the  courtesy  and  kindness  I  haye 
received  from  yoiuselfi  as  the  presiding  officer  of 
the  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbroken  con- 
fidence and  fneodship  which  have  for  so  many 
years  subsisted  between  us.  No  length  of  time  or 
diaage  of  circumstances  will  ever  efface  from  mj 
mind  the  recollections  growing  out  of  these  associ- 
atioQS ;  and  I  shall  always  r^oice  to  hear  of  your 
prosperity  and  hapidness,  and  of  that  of  every 
member  of  the  Senate. 

WALTER  LOWRIK 
Hon.  Mabtin  Vax  Burxn, 

Vice  I^retident  of  the  United  Slates 

and  Preiident  of  the  Senate, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bbntoh,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Senate  per- 

form  the  duties  of  Secretary  till  a  Secretary  shall 

be  appointed. 

Mr.  Machbh  aooordingly  took  the  nsoal  rcq- 
uidte  oath. 


TtntSDAT,  December  8. 
The  amrnal  Message  from  the  Present  of 
the  United  States  was  received,  and  lead  by  tJie 
acting  Secretary: 
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F^oa-citueTU  of  the  Senate 

and  Heme  of  JUpretentativta  : 
Addreasii^  to  70U  the  last  umtul  Uess>ge  I  shall 
ever  present  to  the  Congress  of  iho  Uiiit«l  States, 
it  is  a  soarce  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfacUon  to 
be  able  to  congratulate  you  oa  the  high  Btate  of 
prosperity  -which  our  beloved  country  baa  attained. 
With  no  causes  at  home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  con- 
fidence with  wbidi  we  look  to  the  future  for  continu- 
ing proofii  of  the  capadty  of  our  free  institutions  to 
produce  ail  the  fruits  of  ^ood  govemment,  the  general 
condition  of  our  affldra  may  well  excite  our  national 
pride.' 

I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  you,  and  my  country 
particularly,  on  the  success  of  ^e  eSbrts  made  during 
my  administration  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature, 
in  conformity  with  the  mncere,  constant,  and  earnest 
desire  of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish 
cordial  rektknia  inth  nil  foreign  powers.  Our  grati- 
tude ifl  doe  to  tira  Snpreme  Ruler  of  the  TTniverse, 
and  I  inTito  you  to  unite  witli  me  in  offering  to  him 
fervent  supplication,  that  his  providential  care  may 
ever  be  extended  to  those  who  follow  us,  enabling 
them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and  the  horrors  of  war, 
con^stently  with  a  just  and  indispensable  regard  to 
the  rights  and  lumor  of  our  coontry.  Bat,  although 
the  present  state  of  our  foreign  aflhlrB,  standing 
without  important  diange  as  they  did  when  you  sepa- 
rated in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme,  I  regret 
to  say  that  many  questions  of  on  interesting  (£ar- 
acter,  at  issue  witii  other  powers,  are  yet  unadjusted. 
Amongst  the  moat  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
north-eastern  bounda^.  ■  With  an  nndiminialicd  confi- 
dence in  the  sincere  of  liia  Britannic  Majesty's 
Government  to  oc^ust  that  qoestion,  I  am  not  yet  in 
possessioQ  of  the  prcdse  groonda  upm  whldi  it  pro- 
poses a  satisfactory  ai^justment 

With  Prance,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been 
resumed,  and  under  circums&nces  which  attest  the 
disposition  of  both  Governments  to  preserve  a  mu- 
tually beneficial  intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable 
feelings  wbldi  are  so  strong  required  by  the  true 
Interest  of  the  two  countries.  With  Roasla,  Austria, 
Prus^  Kaples,  Sweden,  and  Denmat^,  the  beat  un- 
derstanding exists,  and  our  commcrdal  interooune  is 
gradually  expanding  itself  with  them.  It  Is  cncour^ 
aged  in  all  these  countries,  except  Naples,  by  their 
mutually  advantageous  and  liberal  treaty  stipiU^ons 
Tithus. 

The  (Mvas  of  onr  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted 
to  be  just,  but  proviaon  for  the  payment  of  them  has 
been  unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political 
changes  in  that  kingdom. 

The  blesangs  of  peace  have  not  been  secnrcd  by 
Spain.  Our  connections  with  that  country  ore  on  the 
beat  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still 
imposed  upon  our  commerce  with  her  possesrions 
out  of  Europe. 

The  citums  of  American  citizena  for  loases  sustained 
at  the  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented 
to  the  Governments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will 
be  pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settlement 

With  Braril,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  tlus  conti- 
nent, we  continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and 
ooncoKl,  extending  our  commerce  with  them  as  far  as 
the  resources  of  the  people  and  the  policy  of  their 
Goremmenta  will  permit.  The  just  and  long-stwd- 
ing  clums  of  our  citizens  upon  some  of  them  are 
yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  No 
danger  is  apprehended,  however,  that  they  will  not  be 
peacefully,  idthongh  tardily,  acknowledged  aod  paid 
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by  all,  unless  the  irritating  effect  of  her  struggle  irith 
Texas  should  unfortunately  make  our  immedlBte 
neu^ibor,  Uexloo,  an  exception. 

It  ia  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Governments  communicated  at  your 
last  session,  that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
struggle  is  regulated  by  the  same  prindples  that 
covcmed  us  in  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  Mexico 
herself;  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  found,  oa  the  most 
severe  scrutiny,  that  our  acta  have  strict^  oonw- 
sponded  with  our  professions.  That  the  innnMtwnta 
of  tiie  United  States  should  feel  strong  prepoasesricn 
for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  this  d^ 
cumstance  should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  caution, 
lest  it  lead  ua  into  tho  great  error  of  suffering  pubHo 
policy  to  be  regulated  by  partiality  or  prq'udice ;  sad 
there  are  consideratioua  connected  with  the  posoble 
result  of  this  contest  between  the  twopartiea  of  bo 
much  delicacy  and  importance  to  the  Imlted  Elatc^ 
tint  our  diaracter  requires  that  we  should  nddier 
anticipate  events,  nor  attempt  to  control  tbem.  The 
known  desire  of  tho  Texons  to  become  a  part  of  onr 
system,  although  its  gratification  depends  upon  tiie 
reconcilement  of  various  and  conflicting  interests, 
necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  uncertain  In  itselij  is 
calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to  miaconatmctKn 
in  the  eyes  of  tiie  worid.  Tha«  are  already  those 
who,  indifferent  to  prindple  tiiemselvcs,  and  prone 
to  suspect  the  want  of  it  in  others,  duuge  us  with 
ambitious  designs  and  insidious  policy.  You  wIQ 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  tii_e 
extraordinary  mission  from  Mexico  has  been  tenm- 
nated,  on  the  scde  grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this 
Government  to  Itself  and  to  Hexioo,  under  treaty 
stipulations,  Iiave  compelled  me  to  trust  a  dlscrc> 
tionary  authority  to  &  high  oflScer  of  our  army,  to 
advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part  of  TexM,_if 
necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  nei^borinc 
frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion  of 
tho  Kexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  lis,  the 
honor  of  his  country  will  be  wounded  by  Amciicoi 
soldiers  entering,  wim  the  most  amicable  avowed  pll^ 
poses,  upon  ground  from  wfaidh  the  followers  of  his 
Government  have  been  expelled,  and  over  whl* 
there  is  at  present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  eflbrt  m 
its  port  ttelng  made  to  re-establish  Its  dominion.  The 
departure  of  this  minister  was  the  more  ringular,  as 
ho  was  uiprised  that  the  sufSdency  of  the  canses 
Bsrigned  for  Oio  advance  of  onr  troops  by  tite  com- 
manding general  had  been  seriously  doubted  ity  in^ 
and  that  there  waa  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
troops  of  the  United  States,  their  commander  hanng 
had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the 
information  upon  which  they  had  been  marched  to 
Nacogdoches,  would  be  either  there  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  prindples  admitted  to  be  just  in  to 
conference  with  the  &OTetary  of  State,  by  the  Mexi- 
can minister  himself,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in 
consequence  of  the  impressive  warnings  their  com- 
manding officer  had  received  from  the  Department 
of  War.  It  is  hoped  and  believed  that  bis  Govem- 
incnt  will  take  a  more  dispassionate  and  just  view  Of 
this  subject,  and  not  be  disposed  to  construe  a 
ure  of  justifiable  precaution,  made  necessary  by  w 
known  inability  in  execution  of  the  ■*^P'''"~^'^X. 
our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  frontier.  Into  an  entaoadi- 
ment  upon  Its  rights  or  stun  upon  Ita  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  andent  complaints 
justice,  made  on  behalf  of  our  dtizens,  arc  disr^arded, 
and  new  causes  of  dissatisfaction  liave  arisen,  some 
of  them  of  a  character  requiring  prompt  remonBtnnoe, 
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■Bd  tmple  and  immediate  redress.  I  trust,  however, 
b;  tempering  firmoess  with  oonrtes;,  and  acting  with 
^ett  forbeaiance  upon  ever?  incident  that  has  oocnr- 
icd,  or  that  may  happen,  to  do  and  to  obttdn  jostioe, 
and  thus  vnjiA  the  necearity  of  again  biingiDg  this 
to  the  Tiew  of  Caogtm. 

It  is  mj  dnty  to  Temind  yon  that  no  provision  has 
lieen  made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Mexico  for 
tncing  the  boundary  Une  betweai  the  two  countries. 
Whatever  may  be  the  prospect  of  Kexico'a  soon 
being  able  to  execute  the  treaty  on  its  part,  it*  is 
proper  that  we  ahoald  be,in  anticip^aon,  prepared  at 
all  times  to  pwfocm  oar  obUnitima,  vithoot  r^ard 
to  tlie  |n«bable  oonditton  «  those  with  irhom  we 
btve  contracted  them. 

Tlie  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into 
Oie  condition  and  prospects  vC  the  ludrly  declared 
Texan  Government,  will  be  cotmnanicated  to  yoa  in 
the  coane  of  the  session. 

Coaunerdal  treaties,  promising  great  advantages 
to  our  enterprising  merchants  and  navigators,  have 
been  formed  with  the  distant  Ooremments  of  If  useat 
and  Kam.  The  ratifications  have  been  exchanged, 
but  have  not  reached  the  Department  of  Stete. 
Copies  of  the  treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  if 
receiTGd  before,  or  publi^ed,  if  arrivii^  after,  the 
dose  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

IfothiiK  lias  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
HaadBng  mat  haa  long  existed  vith  Ute  Batmry  Powers, 
■or  to  dieck  die  |^od  wUl  wfaidi  Ji  gradnuly  grow- 
ing op  in  our  intereonree  with  the  domiidoiis  m  the 
Gorermueot  of  tlM  distinguished  dilef  of  the  Ottoman 
Empre. 

Information  has  been  rccdved  at  the  Department 
of  State,  that  a  trea^r  with  the  Enmeror  (tf  Morocco 
bat  Jost  beat  negotiated,  vtddi,  I  nope,  will  be  re- 
erived  in  time  to  be  laid  beibre  the  Senate  previous 
to  the  ckae  of  the  session. 

Yoa  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  financial  means  of  the 
eomtiy  continne  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement 
in  all  other  respects,  ^e  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
ianaff  the  present  year  will  amount  to  about 
$4Ti<)>l,898 ;  those  from  costoms  being  estimated 
at  tt£,B8S,lSl ;  those  from  lands  at  about  $24,000,- 
000;  and  the  restdae  from  miscellaneous  sources, 
Tbe  expenditures  for  all  ot^ecta  during  the  year  are 
esCaoated  not  to  exceed  $82,000,000,  «4iich  will  leave 
a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  pablio  purposes,  on  the 
1st  day  <tf  January  next,  <^  about  $41,72S,969.  This 
aam,  with  the  exc^ttion  of  five  mlUions,  will  be  trans- 
ftned  to  die  Bevenl  States,  in  accordance  witii  the 
proviaioiifl  of  the  act  r^olating  the  depodts  of  the 
]nbGe  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  ^propriation  on  the 
1st  day  of  January  next,  are  eetiouted  at  $14,686,- 
062,  exceeding  by  $9,686,062,  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  the  d»os)i  buika,  subject  to  the  draft  of 
tbe  neaanrer  of  the  United  BtUes,  after  the  contem- 
plated transfen  to  tiie  several  States  are  made.  If, 
therefbre,  the  ftrture  receipts  diould  not  be  suffident 
to  meet  these  outstanding  and  future  appropriations, 
there  may  be  soon  a  necessity  to  use  a  portion  of  the 
Ibida  deposited  with  the  States. 

Hie  coDseqnences  a^^nehended  wlien  the  deposit 
act  of  the  last  scflsion  recdved  a  reluctant  approval, 
ksvcbeeomeaffiraUyniUssd.  Tbottgh  an  act  merely 
fir  As  deposfc  of  the  snplns  ntaieys  of  the  United 
AMss  in  &B  State  tveastuies  for  safe-keeping,  until 
tfacT  mar  be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  General 
GonatOfBi^  ft  hm  beaa  exteDstrdy.voken  of  as  an 
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act  to  give  the  money  to  the  several  States,  and  they 
have  been  advised  to  uao  it  as  a  gift,  without  r^;ard 
to  the  means  of  refunding  It  when  called  for.  Such 
a  Bo^estion  has  doubtless  been  made  without  a  duo 
consideration  of  the  obligation  of  the  deposit  act, 
and  without  a  proper  attention  to  the  vaiioua  prin- 
ciples and  interests  which  are  affected  by  it  It  is 
manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot  sanction  such  a 
suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  standa,  the  States  have 
no  more  authority  to  receive  and  use  these  deposits, 
without  intending  to  return  them,  tiian  any  i^>08it 
bank,  <a  any  individual  temporarily  charged  with  the 
safekeeping  or  q^ication  of  the  public  money  would 
now  bare  for  converting  the  same  to  ibxar  private 
use,  without  the  consrat  and  uunst  the  will  of  the 
Govemmimt.  But  independent^^  of  the  violation  of 
public  faith  and  moral  obligation  which  are  involved 
in  tins  suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the 
terms  of  the  present  deposit  act,  it  is  believed  ttiat  the 
considerations  which  should  govern  the  future  Ic^ala- 
tion  Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  condn- 
dve  against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  recogniai^ 
the  principles  on  which  the  suggestion  hag  been  made. 

Con»dering  the  intimate  connection  of  the  sntiject 
with  the'  finandal  interests  of  the  country,  and  its 
ereat  importance  in  whatever  aqiect  it  can  be  viewed^ 
I  have  bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  reflection, 
and  feel  It  to  be  my  duty  to  ^te  to  Congress  sudi 
thoodits  ashave  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  tb^  delSier** 
tion  In  treating  it  in  die  manner  best  calculated  to 
conduce  to  the  oommon  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us  to 
hasten  the  extingtUshment  of  the  public  debt;  but 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  congratulated  each 
other  upon  the  dlsappearanoe  of  this  evil,  if  we  do 
not  gnara  against  the  equally  great  one  of  pmnoting 
the  unneoeesary  accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No 
poUtical  maxim  is  better  establi^ed  than  that  wliich 
tells  us  that  an  improvident  expenditure  of  money  is 
the  parent  of  profligacy,  and  ttut  no  people  can  hope 
to  perpetuate  their  liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a 
policy  which  taxes  tiiem  for  olyeots  not  necessary  to 
the  leritimate  and  real  wants  tiidr  Government 
flattering  as  is  the  condition  of  our  country  alt  the 
present  period,  because  of  its  unexampled  advance 
In  all  the  steps  of  social  and  political  improvement^ 
It  cannot  be  di^ised  that  there  is  a  lurking  danger 
already  apparent  in  the  n^lect  of  this  warning  truth, 
and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  representatives 
of  the  people  should  be  employed  in  devising  some 
more  i^ipropiiate  remedy  than  now  exists,  to  avert  it. 

Under  our  present  rerenoe  system,  tbne  Is  every 
probability  tlut  there  will  continue  to  be  a  soridiiB 
beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ;  and  it  has 
become  our  duty  to  dedde  whether  sndi  a  result  be 
consistent  with  the  true  objects  of  our  Government 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Tressuiy  as  it  sow  is,  or  distributed  among  the  peo- 
ple <^  the  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any 
way,  is  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  against  the 
genius  9f  our  free  instltdtions  to  lock  up  In  vaults 
the  treasure  of  the  nation.  To  take  ftom  the  people 
the  right  of  bearing  anas,  and  put  their  we^wns  of 
defence  in  the  hands  of  a  standing  army,  would  be 
scarcely  more  dangerous  to  their  liberties,  than  to 
permit  the  Government  to  aocnmnlate  immense 
amounts  of  treasure  beyond  ttie  suiqiliee  necessaiy 
to  its  legitimate  wants.  Sodi  a  treasure  would 
doabtlesB  be  eoqiiU^ed  at  sometime,  as  it  has  been 
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in  other  countries,  when  opporttmity^  tempted  ambi- 
tion. 

To  collect  it  meiely  for  distribmion  to  the  States, 
Tonld  seem  to  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dai^eroua 
as  the  proportion  to  retain  it  in  the  Treasury.  The 
ahoTteet  reflection  most  satisfy  every  one  that,  to 
require  the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government 
merely  that  uey  may  be  paid  back  again,  is  sporting 
with  me  substantial  interesta  of  the  country,  and  no 
^Btem  which  producee  Buch  a  result  can  be  expected 
to  receive  the  public  countenance.  Nothing  could 
be  gained  by  it,  even  if  each  IsdiTidual  who  contrib- 
uted a  portion  of  the  tax  could  receire  back  promptly 
the  same  portion.  But,  it  iaqiparent,  tbtf  no  syttem 
of  the  kmd  can  ever  be  eoibroed,  which  will  not 
ibBorbaowirideraUe  pmtiimof  themmeyto  bedis* 
trilHited  in  salaries  and  commisaiooe  to  the  agents  em- 
ployed in  the  process,  and  in  the  variooa  losses  and 
de|H«datioiia  whi^  arise  fhtm  other  canses ;  and  the 
practical  effect  of  sudi  an  attempt  must  ever  be  to 
burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  paiposes  bene- 
ficial to  tbem,  but  to  Biiall  the  pndts  of  depodt 
banka,  and  sajqwrt  a  band  of  vselesB  pobUe  officers. 

A  distribution  to  the  peo^de  is  imivacticable  and 
nqjust  in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one 
man's  property,  and  giving  it  to  another.  Such 
would  be  the  unavoidable  result  of  a  rule  of  equality, 
(and  none  other  is  spoken  of,  or  would  be  likely  to  be 
adopted,)  inasmuch  aa  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the 
amount  of  the  individual  contributions  <tf  our  citizens 
to  the  puUio  rerenue  can  be  asoertidned.  We  know 
that  they  contribute  megwUljf ;  and  a  rule,  therefore, 
that  would  distribute  to  them  egualli/,  would  be  li^Ie 
to  all  the  objections  which  apply  to  the  principle  of 
an  equal  divi«on  of  property.  To  make  the  General 
Govenunent  the  instrument  of  earring  this  odious 
principle  into  effect,  would  be  at  once  to  destroy  the 
means  of  its  ttsefblness  and  diaue  the  character  de- 
signed for  it  by  the  fhanets     ue  cmstitntitm. 

Bat  the  more  extended  and  iqjurioua  consequences 
likely  to  result  from  a  pcdicy  which  would  collect  a 
surplus  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it, 
may  be  forcibly  illustrated  by  an  examioation  of  the 
effects  already  produced  by  tiie  present  depodt  act. 
This  act,  altbougfa  certainly  denned  to  secure  the 
safe-keeping  of  toe  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free 
in  its  tendencies  firom  any  of  the  otgections  which 
uppij  to  this  prindple  of  distribution.  The  Qovem- 
ment  had,  without  necessity,  received  ftom  the  people 
A  large  surplus,  which,  Instead  of  being  employed  as 
heretofore,  and  returned  to  them  by  means  of  the 
tmbUc  expenditure,  was  deporited  with  sundry  banks. 
The  banks  proceeded  to  make  loans  upon  this  sniplia, 
nd  thus  converted  it  bito  '*»"<ft"g  capital ;  and  in 
this  manner  it  has  tended  to  moUiply  bank  charters, 
and  has  had  a  great  agency  hi  producing  a  wftAt  of 
wild  speculation.  Tbe  posseeeion  and  use  of  the  prop- 
erty out  of  which  tills  surplus  was  created  belonged 
to  the  people ;  but  the  Oovemment  has  transferred 
its  possession  to  incorporated  banks,  whose  interest 
and  effwt  it  is  to  make  large  iwoflts  out  of  its  use. 
Tbaa  process  need  oidy  be  stated  to  show  its  it^justice 
and  Iwd  policy. 

And  tiie  same  obeemtionB  tpply  to  tho  Influence 
which  is  produced  by  the  steps  neceesary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  sucb  a  revenue.  About  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  atf 
of  New  York ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  means  to  pay 
those  duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the 
Vvkn.  Ereej  titizeu  in  every  Stide,  iibo  pmcbases 
md  oOBfUDwi  anardda  irididi  bu  paid  a  dn^  at  that 


pKBHBB,  188& 

port,  contributea  to  the  aoenmnlating  mass.  nwBDr- 
trius  o(dleat«d  there,  must,  therefore,  be  made  up  ef 
moneys  or  property  withdrawn  from  other  pinnts  and 
otherStatee.  Thus  theweakhand  bu^essof  every 
region  from  iriddi  these  8ai|4us  ftands  proceed,  mtut 
be  to  some  extent  ii^fured,  while  that  of  tbe  pUu» 
where  tbe  funds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed 
in  banking  are  {sopmrtionaMy  'extended.  But  both 
in  making  tbe  tnmsfer  of  the  fVinds  which  are  &st 
necessary  to  pay  the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus, 
and  in  making  the  re- transfer  which  becomesnecessary 
when  the  time  arrives  for  the  distribution  of  that 
surplBB,  there  is  a  coneademble  period  when  the  funds 
cannot  be  l»onght  into  use ;  uid  it  Is  manifest  that, 
beddes  tbe  loss  inevitable  from  soch  an  operation, 
its  tendmdeH  is  to  produce  flnctoations  In  ibo  hoA- 
ness  of  the  country,  wbidt  are  always  productive  of 
specnlation,  and  detrimental  to  the  intwests  of  regu- 
lar trade.  Argument  can  scaroely  be  necemry  to 
show  that  a  measure  of  tiiis  character  ongfat  mA  to 
recdve  Anther  legislative  encouragement 
.  By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  the  ratio 
for  distribution  adopted  in  tbe  depodt  Un  of  tba 
last  aeaekin,  we  shall  discover  other  features  that  ap- 
pear equally  objectionable.  Letitbeaaramed,  ftwthe 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  de- 
posited wiui  the  States  have  be^  collected  and  belorg 
to  them  in  tbe  ratio  of  their  federal  representative 
population — an  assumption  founded  npoa  the  fact 
that  any  deficiencies  in  our  future  revenue  from  im- 
posts and  pnUic  lands  must  be  made  u^  by  direct  taxes 
collected  from  tbe  fitatsB  in  dMi  ratio.  Itls  proposed 
to  cQstribttte  the  surplus,  say  |SO,000,000,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  ratio  in  which  it  has  been  collected  and 
belongs  to  the  people  of  the  States,  but  in  that  of 
their  votes  in  the  ct^^es  of  electors  of  Prerident 
and  Vice  President.  The  effect  of  a  dirtributioa  of 
that  ratio  is  shown  by  tiie  annexed  tatde,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  It  will  be  perceiv- 
ed that  m  the  distribution  of  tbe  snrplua  of  |SO,000,000 
upon  that  bams,  there  is  a  great  departure  from  tbe 
prindple  which  regards  representation  as  the  true 
measure  of  taxation ;  and  it  will  be  found  that  the 
tendency  of  that  deiMtrture  will  be  to  increase  what- 
ever inequalities  have  been  supposed  to  attend  tbe 
operation  of  our  federal  system  In  ren>ect  to  its  bear- 
ings upon  the  different  interests  of  the  Union.  In 
making  the  basis  of  representation  the  baas  of  taxa> 
tion,  the  fruneis  of  tbe  constitution  intended  to 
equalize  the  burdens  which  are  necessary  to  suppmt 
tbe  Government;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  aecompllahed  this  otgec^  was  also  the  means 
of  a^usting  otiier  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  con- 
fiicting  views  respecting  the  political  equality  of  tbe 
various  memben  of  tbe  confederacy.  Whatever, 
therefore  disturbs  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compro- 
mises which  estabUshed  a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and 
equitable,  and  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  so 
well  adapted  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  our  people, 
should  be  received  with  the  greatest  caution  and 
distrust. 

A  bare  inspection,  In  the  amiezed  table,  ni  tbe  dif- 
ferences produced  the  ratio  used  In  the  deposit 
act  comiwred  with  the  results  of  a  distribution  accord* 
ing  to  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy  every 
unprejudiced  mind  that  tbe  fonner  ratio  contmvenea 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  produces  a  degree 
of  iojustice  in  the  operation  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment whidi  would  be  fiital  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating 
it.  By  the  ratio  a[  direct  taxation,  fbr  ezam^,  tbe 
State  of  Delaware,  in  flia  cdlection  of  $80,000,000 
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tt  wrenae,  would  pajr  hito  tlw  treasatr  $186,716 ; 
Htd  in  the  distributioQ  of  |80,000,000  she  would  rer 
mre  bkck  from  the  OoTenuoent,  accorduig  to  the 
ratio  of  the  depont  bill,  the  sum  of  (806,122 ;  and 
Hmilar  resalts  would  f(41ow  the  comperismi  between 
the  kbbU  and  the  luge  Stales  tbroogiMntt  the  Uidoik ; 
thus  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advantage  which 
woold  be  doabtlesi  as  unaooeptahle  to  th^  as  a  mo- 
tive for  incorporaUng  the  principle  in  kny  system 
which  woold  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconastent 
with  the  rights  and  ezpecUlions  of  the  lar^  States. 
It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  that  provision  of  the 
constitotiou  which  declares  that  "  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  eidaes  "  shall  "  be  uniform  tfiroughout  the  United 
States,"  to  make  Ae  burdens  of  taxaUon  fall  equally 
iqion  the  people,  in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  the; 
maj  reada  But  wtiat  would  be  the  value  of  suc^  a 
OBubrm  role,  if  the  moneys  raised  b;  it  could  be  im- 
nediatel;  returned  b;  a  different  one,  which  will  give 
to  the  p«>ple  of  some  States  much  more,  and  to  those 
of  others  much  lees,  than  their  fair  proportionsf 
Were  the  Federal  Government  to  exempt,  ut  eqwess 
terme,  the  imports,  products,  and  mannfiictareB  of 
aome  pocttwiB  of  the  country  from  alt  duUes,  while 
it  imposed  beavj  ones  on  others,  the  ii^uatice  could 
not  be  greater.  It  woold  be  easj  to  diow  how,  by 
Qie  opoation  of  such  a  principle,  the  large  States  of 
the  Union  would  not  only  have  to  oontribute  their 
jwt  share  towards  the  support  of  the  Fedwal  Gov- 
enment,  hot  dao  have  to  bear  In  some  d^;ree  the 
taxes  necessary  to  suj^port  the  Governments  of  their 
Mailer  sisters;  but  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to 
Mate  the  details  where  the  general  principle  is  so  ob- 
Tioua. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objectionfl  can  never  be 
sapposed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  ftamers  of 
the  constitution,  when  ihej  conferred  on  Congress 
ttietaiiiV;  power;  and  I  feet  persuaded  that  a  mature 
ciaBiinalioa  of  the  aulgect  will  sa^y  every  one 
Aat  tbne  are  insarmounUbledlfficnltiM  hi  the  opera- 
Iknof  anyphmwhidican  be  devised,  of  collecUng  the 
ifTCxtne,  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  It.  Congress 
is  only  aothorixed  to  levy  taxes  "  to  pay  the  debit 
amifnmdt  far  At  tMenee  and  general  teel- 

/bn  tf  Ou  United  StaiaJ"  There  is  no  such  provis- 
iaa  as  woold  aothorixe  Congress  to  collect  together 
the  peopeity  of  the  oountry,  under  the  name  of  rev- 
«■«,  for  the  purpose  of  (Uviding  it  equally  or  un- 
equally among  the  States  or  the  people.  Indeed,  it 
ia  not  probabie  that  such  an  idea  ever  occurred  to  the 
Etotcs  when  they  adopted  the  constitution.  But, 
however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe  rule  for  us,  in  inter- 
prctiag  the  powers  granted  to  the  Federal  Govern- 
BMHt,  is  to  regard  the  absence  of  express  authority 
to  toodi  a  sidgect  so  important  and  deUoate  as  tUs  1^ 
as  equivalent  to  a  pndiilntion. 

Even  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  re- 
^leet,  as  the  conntution  now  stands,  there  are  conad. 
satiMts  afforded,  by  recent  experience,  which  would 
seem  to  make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  reaort  to  snch  a 
lyilera. 

JUL  wBl  admit  that  the  ria^Udty  and  economy  of 
the  State  Governments  mainly  depend  on  the  fact  that 
■osey  hes  to  be  supplied  to  support  them  by  the 
SBae  men  or  thdr  agents  who  vote  it  away  in  appro- 
fsialifHis.  Hence,  when  there  are  extravagant  and 
wasteful  ^tpn^MiatitHis,  there  must  be  a  correspond- 
■g  inoease  or  taxes;  and  the  people,  bec(Hning 
■sidMned,  will  necessarily  scrutinize  the  (mazacter  m 
MMures  whidi  thus  increase  thdr  burdens.  By  ^ 
vuchful  eye  of  edf-intorcst,  the  agaata  <rf  tlwpe(^ 
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in  the  State  Oovemment  are  refneased,  and  kept 
within  the  lin^t  of  a  just  economy.  But  if  the  ne- 
cessity of  levying  the  taxes  be  taken  from  those  who 
make  the  iq>propriations,  and  thrown  upon  a  more 
distant  and  less  reeponsiUe  set  of  public  agents,  who 
have  power  to  approach  the  ftofie  by  an  iudirectand 
stealtiiy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  prodigal- 
ity will  soon  supersede  those  characterigtica  whioh 
have  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much  pride  and 
confidence  to  the  State  Qovemmenta  as  the  mainstay 
of  our  vxion  and  liberties.  The  State  L^iialaturea, 
instead  of  studying  to  restrict  their  State  expendi- 
tnres  to  the  innaUest  pos^blo  Bum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  profuuon,  and  harass  the  General  Government 
for  iocreaBed  supplies.  Fractically,  there  would  soon 
be  but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  In  a  body 
of  men  hr  removed  from  tiie  peo{de,  in  i^hidi  the 
farming  and  mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be  rep- 
resented. The  States  would  gradually  Ime  their 
purity  as  well  as  their  independence ;  they  would  not 
dare  to  murmur  at  the  proceedings  of  Uie  General 
Government,  lest  they  should  lose  tlidr  supplies ;  dl 
would  hemeiged  in  a  practical  consolidation,  c^enfe* 
ed  by  wide-spread  corruption,  which  could  only  be 
eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revolutions  which 
occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  systems  of  the  old 
world. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  whidi  I  Iiave  been  able 
to  look  at  the  effect,  of  such  a  principle  of  distribu- 
tion upon  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  can  see 
nothing  to  compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to  which 
I  have  adverted.  If  we  consider  the  protective  du- 
ties, which  are,  in  a  great  d^;ree,  the  source  of  the 
surplus  revenue,  beneficial  to  one  section  of  the 
Union  and  prejudicial  to  another,  there  ia  no  correc- 
tive for  the  evil  in  such  a  plan  of  distribution.  On 
the  contrary,  there  is  reason  to  fear  tiut  all  the  com- 
plaints which  have  epmng  from  this  canse  would  be 
aggravated.  Every  (me  must  be  sendble  ihat  a 
distribution  of  the  surplus  must  beget  &  dispodtion 
todieriahthe  means  whidi  create  it;  and  any  system, 
therefore,  into  wliich  it  enters,  must  have  a  powerful 
tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  the  tariff, 
If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  of  sndt 
a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  of 
the  Union,  the  reasons  alrmdy  so  uq^tiy  calling  for 
a  reduction  of  ibe  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  loss 
none  of  their  force ;  for  it  will  always  be  improlMble 
that  an  intelligent  and  virtuous  community  can  con- 
sent to  rtdse  a  surpl  us  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing 
it,  diminished  as  it  must  inevibdily  be  by  the  ex- 
penses of  the  various  maolnnery  necessary  to  the 
process. 

The  safest  and  Amplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the 
difficulties  wbidi  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  collect 
only  revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  let  the  peo^de  keep  the  balance  of 
their  property  in  their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their 
own  profit  Each  State  will  tiien  support  its  own 
Government,  and  contribute  its  due  share  towards 
the  support  of  the  General  Oomnment.  There 
would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp  and  lessen  the  re- 
sources of  individual  wealth  and  enterprise,  and  the 
banks  would  be  left  to  their  ordinary  means.  What- 
ever agitations  and  fluctuations  might  arise  from  out 
unfortunate  paper  system,  they  could  never  be  attrib- 
uted, justiy  or  unjustiy,  to  the  action  of  the  Fedual 
Government.  There  would  some  guaranty  that 
the  q>irit  of  wild  specula^n,  trU^  sews  to  convert 
the  surplus  revenue  into  bankhig  aqdtal,  would  be 
eflbctually  cheeked,  and  that  the  bohms  of  demotaIi> 
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n&m  -whicti  are  now  so  preralent  through  the  land 
voutd  disai^war. 

WithoDt  denring  to  conceal  that  the  experience 
and  observation  of  the  last  two  7eara>  hare  operated 
a  partial  change  m  m;  views  upon  this  interesting 
subject,  it  ia,  nevertheless,  regretted  that  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829 
and  1880,  have  been  greatly  mieunderetood.  At 
ttut  time,  the  great  struggle  was  begun  against  that 
latitndinarinn  construction  of  the  constitution  whidi 
authorizes  the  unlimited  appropriations  of  the  reve- 
nues of  the  Union  to  internal  improvements  within 
the  States,  tending  to  invest  in  the  hands,  and  place 
under  the  control,  of  the  General  Govemmeut,  all 
the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country,  in  vio- 
lation of  State  rights,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
anthcnity.  At  the  same  time  the  condition  of  the 
nunftettning  Interest  was  Such  as  to  create  an  appre- 
hension that  the  duties  on  imports  conid  not,  without 
eitenave  mischief,  be  reduced  in  season  to  prevent 
the  accumulation  of  a  considerable  surplus  aher  the 
payment  of  the  national  debt  In  view  of  the  dangers 
of  such  a  surplus,  and  in  preference  to  its  application 
to  internal  improvements,  in  derogation  of  the  rights 
and  powers  of  the  States,  the  suggestion  of  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  to  authorize  its  distri- 
bution was  made.  It  was-  an  alternative  for  what 
were  deemed  greater  evils — a  temporary  resort  to 
relieve  an  over-burdened  treasury,  until  the  Govern- 
ment could,  without  a  sudden  and  destnictive  revulsion 
In  the  business  of  the  country,  gradually  return  to 
the  just  prindplo  of  raiting  no  more  revenue  from 
the  people.  In  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for  its  econom- 
ical support.  Even  that  alternative  was  not  spoken 
<^  but  in  connection  witii  an  amendment  of  the  con- 
stitution. No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the  exercise  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted  by  the  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  con- 
viction that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary 
surplus  oS  revenue  Ii  of  that  character,  that  it  tns 
suggested  only  fai  connection  irith  an  appeal  to  fte 
source  of  all  1^1  power  in  the  General  Govemmmt, 
the  States  which  have  established  It  No  such  appeal 
has  been  taken,  and.  In  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus  revenue  by  Congrcas,  either  to  the  States 
or  the  people,  is  to  be  considered  as  among  the  pro- 
UfaitimiB  of  the  constitution.  As  already  intimated, 
my  Tieira  have  undergone  a  change,  so  far  as  to  be 
convinced  that  no  alteration  of  &e  constitution.  In 
this  respect,  is  wise  or  eqiedient  The  influence  of 
an  accumulating  surplus  upon  the  l^alation  of  the 
General  Govenmient  and  the  States,  its  efl^  upon 
the  credit  8;8tem  of  the  country,  proiducing  danger- 
ous extensions  and  ruinous  contractions,  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  property,  rash  speculation,  idleness, 
extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of  morals,  have 
taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any  truident 
mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction  of  onr  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  treasury. 

I  be^  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  sub- 
ject inumately  associated  with  the  preceding  one— 
the  correney  of  the  country. 

It  Is  apparent  from  the  whole  context  of  the  con- 
stitution, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which 
gave  birth  to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  con- 
vention to  establish  a  currency  consisting  of  the 
precious  metals.  These,  from  their  peculiar  proper- 
ties, which  rendered  them  the  standard  of  value  in 
all  other  coontries,  were  adopted  in  this,  as  well  to 
estaWah  its  cominerdal  standud,  in  reference  to 
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forrign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  as  to  exclude 
the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exclunge,  sneh  ns 
of  certain  agricoltoral  commodities,  recognized  by 
the  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts, 
or  the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper 
currency.  The  lost,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils 
of  the  issues  of  paper  during  the  Revolutitm,  bad 
become  so  Jnstly  obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  si^gest 
the  clause  in  tlK)  constitution  forbidding  the  ends* 
sion  of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  bat  also  to  pro- 
duce that  vote  in  the  convention  which  negatived 
the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Congress  to  char- 
ter corporations ;  a  proportion  well  understood  at 
tho  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  the  establishment 
of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some 
extent  out  of  Government  stocks.  Although  this 
proposition  was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  con- 
vention, the  object  was  afterwards  in  effect  obtained, 
by  its  ingenious  advocates,  through  a  strained  con- 
struction of  the  constitution.  The  debts  of  the 
Revolution  were  fiinded,  at  prices  which  formed 
no  equivalent,  compared  with  tho  nominal  amount 
of  the  stock,  and  under  circmnstuces  which  ex- 
posed the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  participated 
in  the  passage  of  the  act,  io  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  tho  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was 
well  understood  that  such  would  be  the  case,  and 
that  some  of  the  advocates  of  the  measure  were 
largely  benefited  by  it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the 
times,  and  ere  ww  calculated  to  diminish  the  re- 
spect which  might  otherwise  have  been  due  to  the 
action  of  tho  Congress  which  created  the  institution. 
-  On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gold  should 
be  superseded  by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general 
currency.  A  value  was  ^on  attached  to  the  gold 
coins,  which  made  their  exportation  to  foreign  coun- 
tries as  a  mercantile  commodity,  more  profitable 
than  thdr  retention  and  use  at  liome  as  money.  It 
followed,  as  a  matter  of  course,  if  not  derigned  by 
those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the  bank  be- 
came, In  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  currency, 
and  suoh  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  which 
now  appear  in  the  excessive  issues  of  the  banks 
incorporated  by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legida- 
tive  means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once 
the  system  which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has 
received  the  acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the 
country,  it  Is  certainly  our  duty  to  do  all  that  Is  coD- 
ustent  with  our  constitutional  obligations,  to  pre- 
vent the  mis<jiiefil  which  are  threatened  by  Its  un- 
due extenrioo.  That  the  efforts  of  the  fothers  of 
our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a  coostito- 
tional  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject,  has  been  frequentiy  attested  by 
the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The  same 
causes  which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  CBtablishmeiit  d  incorpora- 
tions for  banking  purposes,  now  exist  In  a  much 
stronger  degree  to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmoetvigi* 
lance  in  calling  into  action  the  means  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils  resulting  from  the  unfortunate  ex- 
ereise  of  the  power ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Opportunity  of  effecting  this  great  good  will  be  im- 
proved before  the  country  witnesses  new  scenes  of 
embarrassment  and  distress. 


TV  Pntidtnft  Mmage. 


Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONaBSSS. 


51 


Dkbibbb,  188fl*] 

YuiablenesB  mvet  ever  be  tho  duractercstic  of  a 
conency,  of  whi^  the  {ncdoufl  metala  are  no%  tho 
diief  ingredient,  or  whidi  can  be  expanded  or  con- 
Incted  without  regard  to  the  principlee  that  regulate 
the  ralue  of  thoee  metala  as  a  ttandud  in  the  general 
tmde  of  the  vwrid.  With  us,  bank  issues  cfmstitute 
mk  a  cucrmcy,  and  must  ever  do  bo,  uadl  they  are 
mde  dapmdnit  on  those  just  propMrtiona  of  gold 
and  rilTer,  u  a  idrculadng  medium,  which  experience 
hnpcored  to  be  neceesary,  not  only  in  this,  but  in  all 
odwr  ctRnmercial  countries  Where  those  propor- 
1km  are  not  infused  into  the  cimilation,  and  do  not 
control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices  must  vary  accord- 
ing to  ths  tide  of  bank  ismies,  and  the  value  and 
(tabffity  of  property  must  stand  expoeed  to  all  tite 
BBeertainty  wldeh  attends  the  admiiuebration  of  In- 
ititntiODS  that  are  constantly  liable  to  the  temptation 
of  an  niterest  distinct  flrom  that  of  the  conmumhy 
In  irincfa  they  are  established. 

The  pn^resB  of  an  exponmon,  or  rather  a  depred- 
ation <^  rae  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues,  is 
ahr^  attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  dasses. 
TUa  paction  of  the  oonunonitf  have  neither  time 
nor  opportunity  to  iratch  the  ebbs  and  flovs  of  the 
money  market  Engaged  from  day  to  day  in  their 
usefbl  tmls,  they  do  not  perceive  that,  although  their 
wajfies  are  nondnally  the  same,  or  even  somewhat 
h^ber,  they  are  greatly  reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rapid 
increaae  of  a  qmrions  oairency ;  iriiich,  as  it  appun 
to  ndke  money  abound,  they  are  at  fitst  inclined  to 
eaneider  a  Uestang.  It  is  not  so  irith  the  speculator, 
bf  whom  this  op^ation  is  Ijetter  understood,  and  is 
lude  to  contribute  to  his  adnntage.  It  is  not  until 
the  prices  of  the  necessaries  ot  Ufe  become  so  dear 
that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their  wants 
out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise  and  gradu- 
ally reach  a  josUy  propntioned  rate  to  that  of  the 
pcodocts  of  their  Ubor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
dation hi  eotiseqnenoe  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in 
circalatkm,  wages  as  wbH  as  prices  become  exorbi- 
tant, H  is  soon  found  that  the  irbote  effect  of  the 
addteradons  is  a  tariff  on  onr  borne  industry  for  the- 
benefit  of  the  countries  where  gold  and  silver  circu- 
iMe  and  maintain  tmlformi^  and  moderation  in 
prices;  It  ia  thm  peroeired  that  the  eidianoement 
of  the  price  of  land  and  labor  produces  a  correspond- 
fag  inereees  In  die  price  of  products,  until  these 
pmhiels  do  not  sostain  a  competition  with  similar 
OBCs  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both  manufactured 
and  agricoltoml  productions  cease  to  bear  exportation 
from  the  country  of  tiie  spurious  currency,  because 
ifaey  cannot  be  sold  for  cost  This  is  the  process  by 
^UtAA  spede  is  benidied  by  the  paper  of  the  banks. 
Their  vauhs  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  fordgn 
ommoifitiea;  the  next  step  is  a  sti^page  of  sperie 
payraent — a  total  degradation  of  paper  as  a  currency 
— mosoal  depresrion  of  prices,  the  ruin  debtors, 
mmI  the  accumulation  of  property  in  the  hands  of 
creditom  and  cautious  cajdtalistSL 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  ttwether  with  the 
lUBgctoni  power  wielded  the  Baw  of  tiie  United 
Slates;  and  Ita  repugnance  to  onr  eonstitntion,  that 
I  was  indooed  to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  mo 
hf  the  American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance 
•f  that  institntion.  But  although  various  dangers 
tooor  republican  institntiMis  bav<  been  obviated  by  the 
fitthire  of  that  bask  to  extort  fiom  the  Government 
a  renewal  of  Ha  charter,  It  is  obvious  that  Uttie  has 
beeBaeeompKriied  except  asalotaiy  diange  of  poblic 
•pnion,  towards  reetoring  to  the  country  the  sound 
iwiiniij  provided  for  ia  the  conatttctkm.  In  the  acts 


of  several  of  the  States  pnAibiting  the  circulation 
of  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  enactments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  seBsion,  forbidding  thdr  reception 
or  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy  of  the 
counby  has  been  advanced,  and  a  laiger  portion  of 
the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  dnmlMine 
medium.  These  measures  will  probably  be  ibUowea 
up  in  due  time  by  tho  enactmeut  of  State  laws, 
banishing  from  eirculation  bank  notes  of  still  higher 
denominations  -,  and  the  object  may  be  mateiially 
promoted  by  further  acts  of  Congress,  forUdding  the 
employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver. 

The  effects  of  an  extenrion  cf  bank  credits  and 

over-issues  of  bank  pq>er  have  been  strikingly  iUns- 
trated  in  the  soles  of  the  public  lands.  From  the 
returns  made  by  the  various  Registers  and  Receivers 
in  the  eariy  part  of  last  summer,  it  ir&a  perceived 
that  the  receipts  arising  from  the  sales  of  tiie  pubUe 
lands  were  Increasing  to  an  unprecedented  amount 
In  effect,  however,  these  *  receipts  amounted  to 
notlung  more  than  credits  in  bank.  The  banks  let 
out  their  notes  to  speculators ;  they  were  paid  to  the 
Receivers,  and  immediately  retuni«l  to  the  banks^  \o 
be  sent  out  ag^n  and  again,  being  mere  instruments 
to  transfer  tospeculators  the  most  valuable  public  land, 
and  pay  tiie  Government  by  a  credit  on  the  books 
of  the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  some 
of  the  weetem  banks,  usually  called  deposits,  were 
already  greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of 
payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each 
speculation  f\im!Bhed  means  for  another;  for  no 
sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  pidd  in  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  another 
for  a  like  purpose ;  and  the  bonks  were  extending 
their  bu^ness  and  their  issues  so  brsely,  as  to  alarm 
considerate  men,  and  render  it  doubtiul  whether  these 
bank  cre^t^  if  permitted  to  accnmntate,  would  tdti- 
mately  be  of  the  least  value  to  the  Qovcmment  The 
spirit  of  expanfdon  and  speculation  was  not  confined 
to  the  deposit  banks,  but  pervaded  the  whole  mul- 
titude of  banks  throughout  the  TTnion,  and  was 
giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the  evU.. 

The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  Interest  Mf 
the  people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  eveiy 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Governments  to 
adopt  all  Intimate  and  proper  means  to  produce 
that  salutary  effect  Fnder  tlus  view  of  my  duty,  I 
directed  the  issuing  of  the  order  which  nill  be  mi 
before  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requiring 
payment  for  the  public  lands  sold  to  be  made  in  spe- 
de, with  an  exception  until  the  fifteentii  of  the 
present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settlers.  This 
measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  checked  the  career  of  the  Western  banks,  and 
gave  them  additional  strength  in  antidpation  of  the 
pressure  which  has  mnce  pervaded  our  Eastern  as 
well  as  the  European  commercial  dties.  By  prevent- 
mg  the  extension  of  tiie  credit  system,  it  measurably 
cut  of  the  means  of  speculation,  and  retarded  its 
progress  in  monopolizing  the  most  valuable  of  the 
public  lands.  It  has  tended  to  save  the  new  States 
from  a  non-resident  proprietorship,  one  of  the  great- 
est obstadea  to  the  advancement  of  a  new  country, 
and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended 
to  keep  open  the  public  lands  fbr  entry  by  emigrants, 
at  Government  prices,  Instead  of  their  being  com- 
peQed  topnrdmte  of  specolatoraat  double  «r  treble 
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prioea.  And  it  is  cooTeying  Into  the  interiar  tam 
■ama  in  silver  and  gold,  Utere  t5  enter  pennonenu; 
into  the  cuireocy  of  the  countr;,  and  place  it  on  a 
firmer  foundation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that 
the  country  will  find,  in  the  motives  vfaich  induced 
tbit  rader,  and  tho  hai^j  ctnueqaences  whidi  vill 
bare  ensued,  modi  to  oonunend,  and  nothing  to  con- 
demn. 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  ^prove  the  polky 
which  dictated  this  order,  to  follow  it  ap  in  its  vari- 
oua  bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  jadginent,  would 
be  produced  by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands, 
except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of 
price,  and  to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to 
tbem.  Althoof^  it  is  believed  the  General  Govmi- 
ment  never  ou^t  to  receive  any  tfiing  but  the  otn- 
HtitutSonal  currency  in  exchange  for  the  public  lands, 
that  point  would  be  of  less  importance  if  the  lands 
were  80ld  for  immediate  settlement  and  cultivation, 
bideed,  there  is  scarcely  a  mischief  arising  out  of 
our  present  land  system,  including  tiie  accumulating 
■orphiii  revenue,  irtiidi  would  not  be  remedied  at 
once  by  a  restricUon  on  land  sales  to  actual  settlers ; 
and  It  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country  in 
general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  which 
esinot  ftil  to  receive  the  most  profound  con^deration 
of  Congress. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations 
entertained  as  to  the  ci^wdty  of  the  State  banks  to 
perform  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents  for  the  Govmi- 
ment,  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
It  was  allied  by  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  uat  the  State  bonks,  whatever  might 
be  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  I^partment,  could 
not  moke  the  transfers  required  by  the  Oovemment, 
or  negotiate  the  domestic  exchanges  of  the  country. 
It  is  now  well  ascertained  that  the  real  domestic 
exchanges,  performed  through  discounts,  by  tho 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  biaaehes, 
were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the  depodt 
banks  for  an  equal  period  of  time ;  and  if  a  compar- 
ison be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  institutions,  on  the  broader  basis 
which  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  tiie  United 
States  Bank,  hi  estimating  what  they  consider  the  do- 
mestic exchanges  transacted  by  it,  the  nsolt  will  be 
still  more  favorable  to  the  depout  baidcs. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  lfi32,  was 
$16,000,000.  The  amount  transferred  and  actually 
paid  by  the  deposit  banks  in  the  year  ending  the  first 
(rf  October  last,  was  $89,819,898 ;  the  amount  trans- 
ferred and  paid  beween  that  period  and  the  6th  No- 
vember, was  $6,899,000 ;  and  the  amount  of  trans- 
fer warrants  onlstaniting  on  that  day,  was  $14,450,- 
000;  making  an  aggregate  of  $59,166,894.  These 
enormous  gums  of  money  first  mentioned  have  been 
transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regular- 
ity; and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchanges  have  been 
n^otiated  previously  to  the  passage  of  tiie  deposit  act 
were  generally  below  those  charged  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Independently  of  these  services, 
which  are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  tiie 
United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five  brandies,  a 
number  of  the  deposit  banks  have,  with  a  commend- 
able zeal  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  currency, 
imported  from  abroad,  at  their  own  expense,  large 
•umsof  the  predoua  metals  fin- cdnage  and  circulation. 

la  the  same  manner  have  neariy  all  tho  predictions 
tDined  out  in  reqpect  to  ttie  effect  of  the  removal  of  tho 
^epoBils— aitq)  nnqiuestioiubly  neooBBuy  to  prevent 
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the  evils  which  it  was  foreeeen  the  bank  itself  voold  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  re- 
newal of  its  charter.  It  may  bo  thus,  too,  in  some 
d^rce,  with  the  further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  ezcesuve  issue  of  other  bank  paper ;  but 
it  is  to  be  hoped  tbainothingwlU  now  deter  the  Fed- 
eral  and  State  antborities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous 
perfonuanoe  of  their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the 
people  in  this  respect. 

In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov> 
emment,  your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those 
articles  whidi  constitute  the  necessaries  of  life.  The 
duty  on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  donbt 
continued  to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  at 
the  war  debt  There  is  no  article,  the  release  of 
which  from  taxation,  would  be  felt  so  generally  and 
so  beneficially.  To  this  may  be  added  all  kinds  of 
fuel  and  provisions.  Justice  and  benevolence  unite 
in  favor  of  releasing  the  poor  of  our  atiee  from 
burdens  wiiich  are  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  our 
Government,  and  tend  only  to  increase  the  wants  ot 
the  destitute. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  itf 
the  Treasury,  and  the  accompanying  docntnaila,  that 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  1^  made  no  payment 
on  account  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in 
that  institution,  although  utged  to  pay  any  portion 
which  might  suit  its  convenience,  and  that  it  has 
given  no  InformatioD  when  payment  may  be  expected. 
Nor,  although  repeatedly  requested,  has  it  furmdied 
the  information  in  relation  to  its  condition,  iritidi 
CongresB  authomed  the  Secretary  to  collect  at  their 
last  session.  Such  measures  as  are  within  the  power 
of  the  Executive  have  been  taken  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  the  stodi,  and  procure  the  payment  as  eariy 
as  possible. 

The  conduct  and  present  condititm  of  that  bank, 
and  ttte  groat  amount  of  cqutal  vested  in  it  by  the 
Umted  States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its 
dmrier  expired  on  the  third  day  of  Harch  last,  and 
it  has  now  no  power  but  that  ^ven  in  the  21st  sec- 
tion, "  to  use  the  corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity, 
for  the  purpose  of  suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and 
liquidation  of  the  afbirs  and  accounts  of  the  corpora- 
tion, and  for  the  sale  and  dispontion  of  their  estate, 
r^  personal,  and  nuxed,  but  not  for  any  other  pur- 
pose, or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever,  nor  ftn*  a 
period  exceeding  two  years  ailer  the  expiration  c€ 
the  said  term  of  incorporation."  Before  the  ex[Mra- 
tion  of  the  ciuuicr,  Uie  stockholders  of  the  bank 
obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  LcKisUture 
of  Pennsylvania,  cxduding  otilj  the  United  Slates. 
Instead  of  i^oceeding  to  mnd '  up  thdr  concerasp 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,  the  preadent  and 
directors  of  the  old  bank  appear  to  have  transferred 
the  books,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  mo^  or  all 
of  its  property,  to  this  new  corporation,  which  eptered 
upon  business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern. 
Jjnonfst  other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the 
notes  « the  expired  corporation  are  known  to  have  been 
used  as  its  own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That 
theold  bankhad  noright  to  issueorreissue  itsnotes 
after  tlie  exphiatim  of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied ; 
and  that  it  could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  sub- 
stitute, any  mora  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equally 
plun.  In  law  and  honesty,  the  notes  of  the  bank  in 
circulation,  at  the  expiration  of  ita  charter,  should 
have  hew  called  in  by  public  advertisement,  paid  up 
as  twesented,  and,  together  mth  those  on  hand,  can- 
oelwd  and  desteoyed.  Thdr  i^asueisBanctioaed  bj 
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DO  ]M.ir,  and  wamated  by  no  necesaty.  If  the  United 
Slates  be  re^tonaible  in  their  stock  for  the  payment 
of  these  notes,  thor  rrame  by  the  new  oorponUni, 
£Drtb^owiii»>o&t,isafraiid<ndieGoT»nnK9it  Jf 
Oe  United  States  is  not  responsible,  then  there  is  no 
legal  re^Qffibility  in  any  quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on 
tlM  country.  They  are  the  redeemed  notes  of  a  dis- 
■olred  partnersUp,  bat,  contrary  to  the  wiabea  of  the 
nliriiig  partner,  and  without  his  consent,  are  agun 
niamed  and  circulated. 

It  is  the  high  and  pecnUar  doty  of  Congress  to  de- 
cide wbetber  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for 
tbe  secority  of  the  large  amount  of  public  property 
now  held,  and  in  use  by  tiie  new  bank,  and  for  vindi- 
cadng  the  fights  of  the  OoTcmment,  and  oompelling 
a  tpeedy  and  honest  settlement  with  all  the  ci«ditot8 
of  the  old  bank,  public  and  private,  or  whether  the 
■alyect  diaU  Iw  left  to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the 
Siecatfve  and  Jndidaty.  It  ranains  to  be  seen 
Pettier  the  persons,  wIm,  as  managers  of  the  old 
bank,  undotook  to  control  the  Oovernment,  retained 
tbe  public  dividends,  shut  their  doors  upon  a  commit- 
tee of  the  HoQse  of  Repreaentativea,  and  filled  tbe 
oosntry  with  panic  to  accomplish  their  own  sinister 
oljeeta,  may  now,  as  managers  d  a  new  bmk,  oon- 
tiuK  with  inqmnily  to  flood  the  oomitry  with  aqmrioos 
eamocy;  use  the  semi  millions  of  Qoruiunent 
stock  {or  Hum  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the  Ututed 
States  all  information  as  to  the  present  condition  of 
ttK3T  own  property,  and  the  {H'ospect  of  reoovering 
k  into  their  own  possession. 

The  leesoDs  taught  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  cannot  well  be  lost  opon  the  American  peopla 
They  will  take  care  never  acain  to  place  so  tremen- 
dous a  power  in  iireaponstble  bands ;  and  it  will  be 
fbrtonate  if  they  seriously  consider  the  ooDsequeoces 
wUcfa  are  likely  to  result  on  a  smaller  scale  from  the 
fiidlity  irith  which  corporate  powers  are  granted  by 
tibm  State  Govemmenta: 

It  ia  believed  Uiat  the  law  of  the  last  session,  reg- 
ulatiM  the  depoait  banks,  operates  onerously  and 
v||aiay  upon  tbem  in  many  respects ;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  Ooomas,  on  proper  representation,  will  adopt 
the  nodmcatioQS  which  are  necessary  to  prevent  tlUs 
f  <im<|ii(ii>i  < 

Hie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  inierim, 
and  the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are 
hCKvttb  laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  full  view 
of  tbe  ^veirifled  and  important  operations  of  that 
Danrtment  doring  tbe  past  year. 

the  military  movments  rendered  necessary  by  the 
agnestioDS  of  tbe  hosUle  portions  of  the  Seminole 
nd  Credc  tribes  of  Indiam,  and  by  other  drcum- 
ataooea,  hare  required  tbe  active  employment  of 
■early  ow  irtiole  regular  force,  including  the  marine 
eeipa,  and  (rf  huge  bodies  of  militia  uid  volontoers. 
Witii  ail  these  ermts,  so  &r  as  they  were  known 
at  the  seat  of  Gorenmaat  before  the  tennination 
of  your  last  ■Bssiiin,  you  are  already  acquainted ; 
and  it  is,  Uier^m^  cufy  needftd  In  tUs  place 
Id  lay  befinvyoa  a  Imef  summary  of  lAat  has  since 
aeoBrred. 

Tbe  war  with  the  Seminoles,  during  the  summer, 
wai^  on  oar  part,  chiefly  confined  to  the  protection 
tfimr  /hmtier  settlements  from  the  incnniinis  of  the 
nifnj  ^  and,  aa  a  necessary  and  Important  means 
At  tbe  aoooBaplMunent  of  titat  end,  to  the  mainten- 
M*  of  the  poata  prariooriy  established.   In  the 
cama  of  this  doty,  several  actions  took  place,  in 
■fctt  tbe  bcrnvny  aiul  ^sdplinc  of  twth  officera 
■d  MB  wflM  coD^cnooaly  ^qdayed,  and  which 


I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice,  in  respect  to  the 
former,  by  tbe  {rnnting  of  brevet  rank  for  goUani 
servioes  in  the  field.  But  as  tbe  force  of  the  &dianB 
ms  not  BO  far  weakened  by  these  partial  successes 
as  to  lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  their  savage  inroads 
were  frequently  repeated,  early  measures  were  taken 
for  placing  at  the  disposal  of  Governor  Call,  who,  as 
C(»nmander-in-chief  of  the  territorial  militia,  had  been 
temporarily  invested  with  the  command,  an  am{de 
fbrce,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  oflTeQaive  opera- 
tions,  in  tbe  most  effldent  manner,  so  soon  as  the 
season  should  perndL  Mqjor-Oeneral  Jesnp  was 
also  directed,  on  the  conclusion  of  his  duties  in  tbe 
Creek  country,  to  repair  to  Ilorida,  and  assume  tbe 
oommand. 

The  result  of  tbe  first  movement  made  by  the 
forces  .under  the  direction  of  Governor  Call,  !n 
October  last,  as  detailed  in  tbe  accompanying  papery 
excited  mudt  suipiise  and'  dlsajwoiirtment  A  Aill 
explanation  has  been  required  (tf  the  causes  wUdi 
led  to  tbe  fitilure  of  that  movement,  but  has  not  yet 
been  received.  In  the  mean  time,  as  it  was  feared 
that  tiie  health  of  Governor  Gall,  who  was  understood 
to  have  Bufiered  much  from  dckness,  nught  not  be 
adequate  to  ttie  crine,  and  as  H^or^Seneral  Jesup 
was  known  to  have  reached  Florii^  that  officer  was 
directed  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  proeecnte 
all  needful  operations  with  the  utmost  promptitude 
and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  dispc^al,  and  tbe 
dispontions  he  has  made,  and  is  Instructed  to  make, 
and  from  tiie  very  effioent  measures  whidi  it  is  since 
ascertained  have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there 
is  reason  to  hope  that  they  wm  soon  be  enabled  to 
reduce  the  enemy  to  aulgection.  In  the  mean  time, 
as  you  will  perceive  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary, 
tiiere  is  urgent  necessity  for  further  appropriations 
to  suppress  these  hostiUties. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostili- 
ties with  the  Greeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon 
alter  your  adjournment,  without  that  effbsion  of  blood 
which  at  one  time  was  apprehended  as  inevitat)le. 
The  unconditional  submission  of  the  hostile  party 
was  followed  by  their  speedy  removal  to  tiie  counti7 
assigned  them  west  of  the  Mississippi.  The  inquit7 
as  to  allied  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  reserva- 
tions of  those  Indians,  and  tiie  cause  of  their  hostili- 
ties, requested  by  tho  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  <»  the  Ist  of  July  last,  to  be  made 
by  the  President,  Js  now  going  on,  through  the 
agency  of  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
IHieir  report  may  be  expected  during  your  present 
session. 

Tbe  difficulties  apprehended  In  the  Cherokee 
country  have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and 
safety  of  that  r^on  and  its  vicinity  effectually 
secured  by  the  timely  measures  taken  by  tbe  War 
Deurtment,  and  stiU  continued. 

The  ^Bcretkmaiy  authority  (^ron  to  Goietsl 
Gaines  to  cresn  the  Sabhie,  and  to  occupy  a  position 
as  far  west  as  Nacogdot^es,  in  case  he  should  deem 
such  a  step  necessary  to  tiie  protection  of  the  frontier, 
and  to  the  fbl&lment  of  the  stipulations  contuned 
in  our  treaty  with  Uexico,  and  the  movement  sub- 
sequentiy  n»de  by  that  officer,  have  been  alluded 
to  m  &  former  part  of  tUs  message.  At  the  date  of 
tbe  latest  intelUgence  from  Nact^oches  our  troops 
were  yet  at  that  station;  but  the  officer  who  has 
succeeded  General  Gaines  has  recently  been  advised, 
that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate  cause  for  any 
longer  maintaining  that  portion;  and  he  was  accord- 
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Ina^7  inBtnieted,  iu  case  the  tioopa  were  not  already 
imbdrawD  nnder  tiie  dbcretionary  porerg  before 
poBseased  by  him,  to  give  the  requiMte  orders  for 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions, 
unless  he  shall  then  have  in  his  posseaEBon  auch  in- 
formation as  shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  post  is  essential  to  the  protection  of  onr 
frontiers,  and  to  the  due  execution  of  our  treaty 
stip^atiottB,  as  preriously  explained  to  him. 

Whilst  the  necesdties  exi^ng  during  the  present 
year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers,  hare 
Amushed  new  proofs  of  the  patriotism  of  our  feUow- 
dtizens,  they  have  also  strongly  illustrated  the 
importance  of  an  increase  in  the  nmk  and  file  of  the 
r^ular  anny.  The  views  of  this  subject,  submitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  report,  meet  my  entire 
concurtonce,  and  are  eamestiy  commended  to  the 
deliberate  attention  ot  Conercas.  In  this  caniection, 
it  ia  also  iwoper  to  remind  yon,  that  the  defects  in 
our  present  militia  system  are  every  day  rendered 
mote  ^parent.  The  duty  of  making  furtiier  provis- 
ion by  law,  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining 
this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  00  repeatedly  repre- 
sented  to  Congress  by  myself  and  myimdeceflBorB, 
that  I  deem  it  sufficient,  on  this  occasion,  to  refer  to 
the  last  annual  message  and  to  foimer  Execntive 
ocHnmnnicationS}  in  irtiich  the  milject  has  beoi  dis- 
cuased. 

It  oppeatB  fVom  the  reports  of  the  officers  diaiged 
wiUi  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  colled 
for  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  sesuon,  that 
more  presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous  in  Tennessee,  than  were  snffioiBnt  to  meet  the 
reqmsition  whidi  had  been  made  by  the  Setnetary 
of  War  upon  the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  was 
occasioned  by  the  omission  of  the  Governor  to  appor^ 
tion  the  re<)U)sition  to  the  different  r^ments  of 
militia,  so  as  to  obtun  the  proper  number  of  troops, 
and  no  more.  It  seems  but  just  to  the  patriotic 
dtixais  nho  retailed  to  the  general  rendexroit^ 
under  dretunstanoesaa^HHidDg  them  to  believe  that 
theSi  services  were  needed,  and  would  be  accepted, 
that  the  expenses  incurred  by  them,  while  absent 
from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment. I  accordingly  recommend  that  a  law  to  this 
effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  them  a  com- 
pensation which  will  cover  their  expenses  on  the 
march  to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
wUle  there ;  in  connection  with  which,  it  will  also 
be  proper  to  make  provision  for  such  other  equit^e 
claims,  growing  out  of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as 
may  not  be  embraced  in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary, 
in  some  cssea,  to  take  the  property  of  individuida 
for  puUic  use.  ProvistOD  eboidd  be  made  by  law 
for  indemnifying  the  owners;  and  I  would  also 
reqieotfblly  surest  whether  some  provision  may 
not  be  ntade,  concdstently  witii  the  principles  of 
onr  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufFerers  by 
Indian  depredationg,  or  by  the  operations  of  oar  own 
troops. 

No  time  was  lost,  afler  the  making  of  the  reqni- 
rite  appropriations,  in  resuming  the  great  national 
work  of  completing  the  unfinished  fortifications 
on  onr  seaboard,  and  of  placing  them  in  a  proper 
state  of  defence.  In  consequence,  however,  of  the 
very  late  day  at  which  those  bills  were  passed,  but 
litUe  progress  could  be  mode  during  the  season 
which  has  just  closed.  A  very  large  amount  of 
the  raoueyi  granted  at  your  last  session  accordingly 
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ren^m  nnexpended;  but  as  theworicvUl  be  again 
resomed  at  ue  earHest  moment  In  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriations, 
and  in  several  oases  which  wiU  be  laid  before  yon, 
with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the 
like  objects  may  be  useAilly  expended  during  the 
next  year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engi- 
neer corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topo* 
graphicd  corps,  submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual 
message,  derive  additional  strength  from  the  great 
embarrassments  experienced,  during  the  present 
year,  in  those  brant^es  of  the  service,  and  under 
which  they  are  now  suffering.  Several  the  most 
important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by 
recent  laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence 
of  the  want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  Uke  observations  may  be  applied  to  the 
ordnance  corps  and  to  the  general  staff,  the  opera- 
tions of  whidi,  as  they  are  now  organized,  most 
either  be  frequently  interrupted,  or  performed  by 
officers  taken  from  the  line  of  the  army,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the 
Military  Academy,  and  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  military  service,  not  already  noticed,  as  well  as 
for  fuller  illustrations  of  those  which  have  been 
mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments ;  and  amoug  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legislative  actiqn,  I  would  particularly 
notice  the  suggestion  6{  thb  Secretary  of  War,  for 
the  revision  of  the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to 
your  ihvorable  regard. 

The  nationiQ  policy,  founded  oGke  in  interest 
and  in  humanity,  so  long  and  so  steadily  pursued 
by  this  .Government,  for  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  originally  settled  on  this  side  of  the  Misos-' 
Bippi  to  the  west  of  that  river,  may  be  said  to  hare 
been  consummated  by  the  conclunon  of  the  late 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  measures  taken  In 
the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our 
Indian  aflkirs  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  refer- 
ring to  the  accompanyhi^  papers.  Without  dwell- 
ing on  the  numerous  and  miportant  topics  embraced 
in  them,  I  again  invite  your  attention  to  the  im- 

Eortance  of  providing  a  well-digested  and  coroprc- 
entive  system  for  the  protection,  superriijion,  and 
improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indian  cotmti?.  The  suggestions  submitted  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced 
by  the  Secretary,  on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  additional  military  posts  in 
the  Indian  country,  are  entitied  to  your  profound 
consideration.  Both  measures  are  necessary,  for 
the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  Indians  from 
intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects  cmnp^lng  with 
our  engagements  to  t^em,  and  of  securing  onr 
Western  frontier  against  incursions' which  other- 
wise will  assuredly  he  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes 
of  humanity  in  regard  to  the  aboriginal  race,  the 
welfare  of  our  rapidly  extending  settlements,  and 
the  honor  of  the  United  States,  are  all  deeply 
involved  in  the  relations  existing  between  tbia 
Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  various  matters  submitted  in 
the  accompanying  documents,  in  respect  to  those 
relations,  will  receive  your  early  and  mature  delib- 
eration ;  and  that  it  may  issue  in  the  adoption  of 
legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 
You  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
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of  IIm  Kavy  tat  &  Batiafkctory  vfev  of  the  opera* 
lioni  of  the  department  under  his  charge  during 
the  present  year.  In  the  construotion  of  Tessels 
■ttoe  different  nary  yards,  and  in  the  employment 
of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that  branch  of 
tbe  service  has  been  actiTely  and  usefully  employed. 
WliSe  the  flitiuUloa  of  our  commercial  interests  in 
tha  West  In^ei  required  a  mater  number  than 
nnsi  of  armed  Teasels  to  be^ept  on  that  station, 
it  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  the  protection'  due 
to  oar  commerce  in  other  quarters  of  the  vorid 
hu  not  proved  insuCBcient.  Every  effort  has  been 
nude  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of  the  exploring 
expeditioo  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last  sesdon, 
bat  aH  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
mH  baa  not  yet  been  completed.  17o  means  vrill 
be  spared  by  the  GoTerament  to  fit  oat  tiie  ezpe- 
dimi  on  a  scale  corresponding  with  the  liberal 
a^coptiatioDS  for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  ele- 
vated character  of  the  'oljjeots  which  are  to  be 
efi^cted  by  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made 
b  my  last  annual  message  respecting  the  enliat- 
ineut  oC  t>oyi  in  oar  naval  service,  and  to  urge 
upon  your  attention  the  necessity  Of  fiirther  appro- 
priations  to  increase  the.  uomber  of  ships  afloat, 
and  to  enlai]n  generally  the  capacity  and  force  of 
the  navy.  The  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  our 
position  in  regard  to  the  other  powers  of  the 
worid,  will  always  make  it  onr  p<diOT  and  interest  to 
dwridi  the  great  naval  resources  of  oar  country. 

Hm  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  invsents  a 
mtifying  |dctare  of  the  condition  of  the  Post 
Office  Department.  Its  revenues,  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  June  last,  were  (3,308,466  19, 
showing  an  increase  of  revenue  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year  of  |4<M,8'78  63,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen per  oenL  The  expenditares  for  the  same  year 
were  $2,755,623  16,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  tM2,- 
831  43.  The  Department  has  been  redeemed  from 
embarrassment  and  debt;  has  accumulated  a  iur> 
plus  of  more  than  half  .a  million  of  dollars ;  has 
largely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still  further  to 
extend,  the  mwl  service,  and  recommends  a  reduc- 
tion of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent. 
It  is  practising  upon  the  great  principle  which 
riMMld  ecmtrcd  every  branch  of  our  Government, 
of  rendeiiog  to  the  public  the  greatest  good  pos- 
sible with  the  least  possible  taxation  to  the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Post^ 
master  General  recommends  itseli^  not  only  by  the 
redacton  it  proposes,  but  by  the  simfdicity  of  its 
arrangement,  its  conformity  with  the  Federal  cur- 
rency, and  the  improvement  it  will  introduce  into 
the  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its  agents. 

Tfmr  particular  attention  is  Invited  to  tiie  sub- 
ject of  mail  contracts  with  railroad  companies. 
The  present  laws  providing  for  the  makiog  of  con- 
tracts are  based  upon  the  presumption  that  com- 
petition among  bidders  will  secure  the  service  at  a 
Uir  price.  But  on  most  of  the  rulroad  lines  there 
is  no  competition  in  tliat  kind  of  transportaUon, 
and  adrertisiog  is  therefore  useless,  contract 
caa  DOW  be  made  with  them,  except  such  as  eb^ 
be  negotiated  before  the  Ume  of  offering  or  after- 
vnrds,  and  the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General 
to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practically,  without 
Cmitatioo.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
doabt  would  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to 
prescribe  by  taw  some  equitable  basis  upon  which 
■ach  contracts  shall  rest,  and  restrict  him  by  a 


fixed  rule  of  allowance.  Under  a  liberal  act  <tf 
that  sort,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to  secure 
the  services  of  most  of  the  lafiroad  companies, 
and  the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thus 

advanced. 

The  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the 
United  States  and  the  European  nations,  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  British  Islands,  has  become  veiy 
exteuMve,  and  requires  the  Interporiflon  of  Con* 
gress  to  give  it  security.  Ko  obstacle  is  perceived 
to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New  York  and 
Idverpool,  or  other  foreign  porta,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  GcneraL  On  the  contrary  it  prom- 
ises, by  the  security  it  will'  afford,  to  facilitate 
commercial  transactions,  and  give  rise  to  an  en* 
htrged  intercoutse  among  the  people  of  different 
nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  hai^  effect 
Through  the  dty  of  New  York  most  of  ^e  corre- 
spondence between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now 
carried  on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been 
received  from  the  head  of  the  Provincial  Post 
Office,  asking  the  interpodtion  of  the  United  States 
to  guard  it  ^om  the  accidents  and  losses  to  which 
it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legUation  appean  to 
be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  fire-proof  build- 
ing for  tiie  important  books  and  papers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  is  worthy  of  connderation. 
In  the  present  condition  of  our  Treasuiy  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave  essential  pnblio 
interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when  they 
can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty 
confaderationa  in  the  location  of  a  new  building 
for  that  Department,  in  favor  of  placing  it  near  ttie 
other  Executive  buildings. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast, 
and  the  manufacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and 
measures  for  the  Cerent  custom-houses,  have 
been  In  proeress  for  some  years  under  the  general 
direction  of  the'  Executive,  and  the  Immediate 
superintendence  of  a  gentleman  poasesring  high 
scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  sesrion  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures 
for  each  State  in  the  Union,  was  added  to  theothers 
by  a  joint  resolution. 

The  care  and  correspondence  as  to  all  these  sub- 
jects, have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment during  the  last  year.  A  special  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  soon  be  commu- 
nicated to  bongrcss,  which  will  show  what  bas 
been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole ;  the  number 
and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employeAin 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made 
during  the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various 
correspondence  deemed  necessary  to  throw  light 
on  the  subjects  which  seem  to  require  additional 
legislation.  Claims  have  been  made  for  retrospcc* 
tive  allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent  and 
some  of  his  assistants,  which  I  did  not  feci  justified 
in  granting ;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  lai^e 
increases  In  compensation,  which,  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  several  cases,  I  declined 
making  without  the  express  sanction  of  Congress. 
In  order  to  obtain  that  sanction,  the  subject  was, 
at  the  lost  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  b^  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted 
by  the  Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  But 
no  legislative  action  having  taken  place)  the  eariy 
attention  of  Congress  is  now  invited  to  the  eoaot- 
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ment  of  some  expressed  md  detuled  prorlsiona  in 
relaUon  to  the  rariooB  claims  made  for  the  past,  and 
to  the  compensation  and  allowances  deemed  proper 
fbr  the  future. 

It  is  further  respectfully  rccommeaded  that,  such 
being  the  incoDTenieBce  of  atteoUoa  to  these 
dattes  by  the  Chief  Hag^trate,  and  sneb  the  great 
preMore  of  buaness  on  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  geiwral  supervision  of  the  coast  survey,  and, 
the  completion  of  the  weights  and  tneasnres,  if  the 
works  are  kept  united,  should  be  dcTOlred  on  a 
board  of  officers  organized  spedaUj  for  that  pur- 
pose, or  on  the  Navy  Board  attached  to  the  Navy 
Department. 

All  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the 
cODTiction  I  bare  w  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  &Tor  of  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution which  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the 
election  of  the  Preudent  and  Vice  Pre^dent  of 
the  United  States  devolving  on  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore : 
Xm  leave  again  to  solicit  J^our  attention  to  the 
■oMect  There  were  various  other  suggestions  In 
my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particularly 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws 
ot  the  Dbtriot  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed 
vortby  of  your  favorable  couMderation. 

BeforQ  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to 
the  various  executive  deportments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability 
and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
'rigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi> 
ness,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  comi^aint  from  any  quarter  at 
the  manoer  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects 
of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed 
proper,  on  this,  the  lost  occasion  I  shall  have  of 
communicatiog  with  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
at  their  meeting,  I  cannot  omit  on  expression  of 
the  gratitude  wmch  is  due  to  ttie  great  body  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
bare  found  encouragement  and  support,  In  the  many 
difficult  and  trying  scenes  tbrougb  wluch  it  has  been 
my  lot  to  pass  during  my  pubUc  career.  Though 
deeply  sensible  that  my  exertions  have  not  been 
crowned  with  a  success  corresponding  to  the  degree 
of  &vor  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure  that  they 
will  be  considered  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  mj  conntry ; 
on^I  am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever 
errors  have  been  comnutted  will  find  a  corrective 
in  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  those  who  will 
succeed  us.  All  that  has  occurred  during  my 
administration  is  calculated  to  inspire  me  with 
increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions; and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that 
retirement  which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infirm 
health,  and  so  much  deured  by  me  in  other  re- 
spects, I  shall  not  cease  to  invcuce  that  beneficent 
Being  to  whose  providence  we  are  dready  so  dg- 
nally  indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his  bleadngs 
OD  our  beloved  coimtry. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Wasbiiiotoii,  6th  Leember,  1836. 

Fire  thoasand  copies  of  the  Message  and  the 
acoompaDying  dociunents  vere  ordered  to  be 


Death  of  Mr.  Chldtb<mmgh. 

Ur.  KxNT  addressed  the  Chair  as  fallows : 

Mr.  Freddent :  Tender  vacant  seat,  hereto* 
fore  BO  Mj  and  so  Mthfbllj  filled,  bat  too  sig- 
nifioaat^  uidioateB  the  ol|jeot  of  my  addrnsiDg 
70a  at  tlilB  time. 

I  ris&  for  the  pmpose  of  aiuioiiiMring  to 
yon  and  to  the  Senate  the  melancholy  iotelli- 
geuce  of  the  deafli  of  my  very  worthy  and 
excellent  colleague,  the  late  Bobebt  H..6oLDa- 
Bosouan.  He  departed  this  life  during  the 
late  recess,  alter  a  short  iUness,  in  the  midst 
of  his  nsefUlness,  and  at  a  period  when  we 
should  have  been  jostifiable  in  alloUuig  to  him 
many  years  of  visorons  bealtii. 

But  few  individnals  have  occupied  a  greater 
space  in  public  estimation  in  his  native  State 
than  Mr.  Goldsbobougb.  He  filled,  from  an 
early  period  of  bis  life,  with  no  inconsiderBble 
d^nree  of  repatati<Hi,  Tarioiis  public  stations, 
aiM  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  tiiis  bo^. 
Possessing  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  edaoatiw, 
which  had  been  well  improved,  with  the  most 
polished  address,  he  Was  ever  found  a  ready 
and  efficient  debater,  remarkable  for  his  cour- 
tesy and  politeness.  He  was  truly  said  to  have 
been  *'  a  man  of  manners  and  of  letters  too." 

Mr.  GoLDSBOBonoH's  exertions  for  the  benefit 
of  his  fellow-men  were  not  confined  to  public 
life.  He  was  prominent  as  an  agriculturist, 
making  frequent  and  jadlcions  experiments, 
enforcmg  his  views  by  very  able  essays,  there- 
by directing  the  attention  of  the  agriculturist 
to  such  objects  as  were  calculated  to  ameliorate 
and  improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted 
lands.   Truly  exemplary  in  all  the  relations  iif 

Srivate  Ufe,  as  a  friend,  neighbor,  and  in  tha 
omestic  drole,  he  was  nnrivalled. 
To  me,  personally,  bis  loss  is  truly  afflicting. 
A  severe  noarscness,  under  which  I  have  la- 
bored for  some  time,  obliges  me  to  be  thus  brief. 
I  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"Retolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of 
respect  due  to  the  memory  01  the  Honorable 
Robert  H.  Goldsbobocgb,  deceased,  late  a  member 
thereof^  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  months 
by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  round  the  left 
arm." 

The  resolution  was  nnanlmonsly  adopted,  and 
the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  December  7. 
MadUon^t  Writingi. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States : 
To  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Repreaentaiivet : 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  mycorresponcleace 
with  Mrs.  Uadison,  produced  by  the  resolutioa 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her 
venerated  husband.  Hie  ocoarion  seems  to  be 
appropriate  to  present  a  letter  from  her  on  the 
subject  of  the  pnblicatiwi  of  a  work  of  great 
pohtical  interest  and  ability,  careftdly  pnpared  bj 
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Vr.  Mftdison'a  own  hand,  onder  circnmstanceB  that 
■in  H  dums  to  be  considered  as  little  less  than 

Cwgreat  bss  alreadTj,  at  oonddenble  exttense, 
pobSalied,  la  a  Tariety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals 
of  the  revolatioDary  CoogresB,  and  of  the  conTen- 
tiODa  thM  formed  the  Constitation  of  the  United 
Stotea.  I  am  penoaded  that  the  work  of  Mr. 
Jbdiaoii,  ootiaid«4ng  the  aatbw,  the  sobject-matter 
cf  it,  and  the  circomstancea  onder  wmch  it  was 
pccpared — long  withheld  from  the  pnbUc  as  it  has 
Men  by  those  motives  of  personal  Kindness  and 
deBeaej  that  gave  tone  to  tus  intercourse  with  his 
i^bw-men,  vnUl  he  and  all  who  had  been  partici- 
pators with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes,  hare 
passed  awmy — ^well  deserres  to  become  the  property 
of  the  nation  ;  and  cannot  faH,  if  pnbUuied  and 
^sendnated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the 
■toot  importaQt  all  benefits  on  the  preieDt  and 
flvetr  BDCcee^g  eeneration — aecnrate  knowledge 
«r  the  prind[de3  of  their  Goremment,  and  the  dr- 
eantaneee  under  which  they  were  reoommended, 
and  enbo-ffied  in  the  coutitotion  for  adoption. 

AKDBEW  JACKSOK. 

JUMwirr  »,  1636. 

On  xnotiiHi  of  lb.  Eitbs,  flie  reading  ctf  the 
ooiTi^ondence  was  dlBpenaed  with,  and  it 
was  ordoed  to  be  printeo. 

JBxptinffing  ths  Jownal, 

lb.  Bgstos'  gave  notice  that  on  tlie  first 
day  oa  which  there  was  a  Senate  snfficiently 
fbn,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tioa  to  expunge  Irom  the  jonmal  certain  sen- 
tences thereon.  He  would  state,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  resolution  be  ehould  introduce 
would  be  in  the  same  words  as  the  one  intro- 
diuwd  by  lum  at  the  last  session,  and  it  was 
lus  wish  that  the  resolntioa  might  be  disposed 
of  by  the  Senate,  brforo  the  other  important 
bndneas  of  the  searion  oonmienoed. 


IfcoTDAT,  December  IS. 

Hr.  Black,  Senator  from  Hississippi,  Mr. 
TiLuuDoa,  Senator  ft"om  New  York,  and  Mr. 
WtBsm,  Senator  from  Massaohiuetta,  i^peared 
to-day,  and  took  their  seats. 

Statementi  of  (kmm&n$  ami  Smiga^^ 
ICr.  BsnroH  called  np  the  lesohitiMi  he  had 

(^ered,  respecting  an  iteration  in  the  mode  of 

printing  wa  annual  report  from  tbe  Treasury 

on  commerce  and  navigation. 

KneR  moved  to  am<nid  the  raeolation 

1)7  striking  ont  all  after  the  word  "  resolved," 

and  inserting — 

That  the  annual  statement  of  tbe  commerce  and 
navigation  of  tbe  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
ouler  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ory,  and  commnolcated  as  soon  as  poesible  after 
the  commencement  of  each  stated  seedon  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  sud  statement  be  printed  in  the 
lanie  form  and  at  tbe  some  price  as  the  ordinary 
printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  that  the 
■ame  number  of  cofnes  as  are  usually  printed  be 
liBidriied  fiir  tbe  porpoee  of  binding  and  distribu- 


tion, and  that  five  thousand  addidonal  copies  be 
equally  distributed  to  tbe  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 

Hr.  Bbhtton  Bud  that,  on  looking  further 
into  the  existing  law  providing  for  the  printhur 
of  this  document,  he  had  become  oonviooM 
that  some  such  modification  of  the  resolution 
was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed.  The 
only  ot^eotitm  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  five 
thonsami  additional  ot^ies  to  be  printed  tw  the 
Senate ;  he  thought  this  number  lawnr  than 
necessary,  and  proposed  that  It  be  reduced  to 
three  thoasand. 

Mr.  Knight  assenting,  the  resolution  was  so 
modified  accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Walxib  Low- 
BiE,  Esq.,  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  3&.  Ahbttbt  Dioeiss  re- 
ceived 20  votes ;  Hon.  Abnold  Naudain,  late 
of  the  Senate,  18;  scattaing  8;  Bl  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Sir.  DiOEon  received 
SI ;  Ur.  Kavdaut  18 ;  Ur.  Bbtait  1 ;  21  being 
necessary  to  a  choice. 

Mr.  DioKiNB  was  accordingly  declared  to  be 
duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Menuny  of  Mr.  Mnnard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tiptoit,  of  Indiana,  it  was 

Haolved,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Ur. 
KiMKARD,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives from  the  State  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  the 
Senate  wear  crape  oo  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of 
thirty  days. 


Wbdssbdat,  December  14. 

Ur.  Oaluovk,  Senator  ftom  South  Oardina, 
appeared  to  day  in  his  seat. 

The  Trmtury  CHrtfalar. 

The  following  resolutions,  intiMnced  by  ISx. 
EwiNo,  of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

" Ruolvedhyihe  SemaU  and Hotmof  BepreaaUa- 
tivti,  Ac,  That  the  Troasury  order  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  July,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-^x,  designating  the  funds  which 
should  be  receivable  in  payment  for  public  kads, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

"Reaotvti,  oIm,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawlUI  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  delate  to  any 
person,  or  to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  direct- 
ing what  fiinds  shall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or 
for  the  pubUo  lands  ;  nor  shall  he  make  any  dis- 
crimination in  tbe  funds  so  receivable,  between 
different  in^viduals,  or  between  the  different 
branches  of  tbe  public  revenue." 

Mr.  EwiNQ,  of  Ohio'  spoke  as  follows :  This 
extraordinary  paper  (the  Treasury  Circular) 
was  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  11th  of  July  last  in  the  form  of  a  circu- 
lar to  the  receivers  of  pabUo  money  in  the 
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Boreral  land  offices  in  tiie  United  Statei^  direct- 
ing them,  after  tlie  Ifitli  of  Aagast  then  next, 
to  receive  in  payment  f<»-  pabUo  lands  nothing 
bat  gold  and  nlrer  and  certificates  of  deposits, 
Bigned  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  StatesL 
with  a  saviii^  in  fifivor  of  actaal  settlers,  ana 
bona  fide  residents  in  the  State  in  which  the 
land  happened  to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a 
limited  time,  and  expires,  I  think,  to-morrow. 
The  professed  object  of  this  order  was  to  check 
the  speculations  in  pnblio  lands ;  to  check  ex- 
cessive issues  of  bank  p^r  in  the  fVest,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  currency  of  the  country; 
and  the  nec^ity  of  the  measure  was  supported, 
or  pretended  to  be  supported,  by  the  opinions 
ct  members  of  this  body  and  the  oQiee  branch 
of  Oongress.  Bat,  before  I  proceed  to  examine 
in  detail  this  paper,  its  character  and  Its  oonse- 
qoencea,  I  will  bnefiy  advert  to  the  state  of 
tilings  out  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the 
thing  manifest,  that  the  avowed  objects  were 
not  the  ouly,  nor  even  the  leading  objects  for 
which  this  order  was  framed ;  they  may  have 
influenced  the  minds  of  some  who  advised  it, 
but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  last 
■rirtnally  exeoated  it,  were  governed  by  other 
and  different  motives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to 
explain. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  there  would 
be  a  very  large  sm^lus  of  money  in  the  public 
Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  country  for 
all  their  reasonable  expenditures.  It  was  dso 
well  understood  that  the  land  bill,  or  some  other 
measnre  for  tiie  distribation  of  this  fund,  would 
be  again  presented  to  OouCTess;  and,  if  the 
true  conditiori  of  the  public  Treasury  were 
known  and  understood,  tnat  its  distribation,  in 
some  form  or  other,  would  be  demanded  by  the 
country.  On  the  other  hand,  it  seems  to  have 
been  determined  by  the  party,  and  some  of 
those  who  act  with  it  thoroughly,  that  the 
money  should  remun  where  it  was,  in  the 
deposit  banks,  se  tliat  it  could  bo  wi^ed  at 
pleasure  by  tne  ExeoatiTe.  Hence  the  report 
of  the  Secrelary  of  the  Treasnry  made  to  &e 
two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  8th  day  of 
December,  1885,  (doo.  3,  page  8,)  makes  the 
B^egate  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1886,  no  more  than  $19,147,- 
000 ;  but  now  Uie  controversy  is  ended,  he 
shows,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1886,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
$26,749,803,  making  an  error  of  $7,602,808. 
There  enters  into  mis,  and  thence  arises  the 
egregious  error,  an  estimate  of  the  receipts  for 
the  last  quarter  of  the  then  current  year.  After 
three-quarters  of  that  quarter  had  elapsed; 
after  uiis  was  in  the  bands  of  inferior  omoers, 
and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  bnriness^  within 
the  knowledge  of  his  aeveral  bureaus  at  Wash- 
ington, receipts  within  that  qoarter  of  abont 
seven  millions,- he  estimates  the  aggregate  re- 
ceipts for  the  whde  quarter  Ali%^950flOO, 
whereas  the  true  amonn^  as  sow  reported^  was 


[Deckhbeb,  1686L 

$11,950,000,  making  a  difference  in  the  receipts 
of  that  ungle  quarter  (tf  seven  millicos.  I  tmnk 
I  am  very  safe  in  saying  that  this  most  extra- 
ordinary error  never  would  have  occurred  in 
this  report  if  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the 
Executive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  veiy 
prosperous  state  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  a 
large  receipt  for  the  year  1885.  If  nothing  had 
been  feared  about  the  land  bill  or  distribntion 
project,  the  estimate  for  that  quarter  would 
probably  have  equalled  the  actual  receipts. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary,  however, 
showed  a  surplus ;  but  he  proceeds  to  calculate 
it  away  in  the  year  1886.  He  conjectures  that 
the  receipts  of  that  year  will  amount  to  $19,- 
750,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public  lands 
to  prodnoe  $4,000,000.  The  wh<^e  receipt 
being  less  by  about  $4,000,000,  than  sufficient 
to  sustain  the  estimated  ezpeuBes  of  the  year. 
But  in  his  report  of  December  6, 1836,  he  gives 
the  receipts  of  the  same  year  at  $47,691,898 ; 
more,  by  about  $38,000,000,  than  his  estimate ; 
and  of  this  the  public  lands  yield  $24,00(^000^ 
six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  facts  are  striking ;  and  if  the  errors 
originate  in  mere  mistake,  which  I  am  willing 
to  believe,  they  indicate  a  most  extraordinary 
d^ee  of  ignorance  as  to  the  bnsiness  of  the 
country,  and  the  direction  of  its  capital,  or  a 
mind  eafflly  biased  and  led  into  error  by  pre- 
concMved  opinions. 

But  Seniors,  in  &e  course  of  the  debate 
which  afterwards  sprung  up  on  the  land  bin, 
went  much  iiitrther  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  denied,  and  most  unequivo- 
cally, that  there  was  any  surplus,  or  that  there 
would  be  any :  and,  when  some  of  us  offered 
an  estimate  of  what  would  be  the  receipts  into 
the  Treasury  in  the  current  year,  we  were  told 
that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  fasten  that 
estimate  upon  us  at  this  session  of  Congress. 
I,  however,  for  one,  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  IVom  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  far 
as  regarded  myself.  On  the  16th  of  March, 
1886, 1  submitted  my  estimate  of  the  revenues 
and  expenditures  of  the  current  year,  in  s 
speech  which  I  caused  to  be  printed  in  pam- 
phlet form.  In  &is  I  estimated  the  receipts 
from  customs  for  the  year  at  -  $19,000,000 
The  publio  lands  at  more  than  -  2(^00(^000 
And  I  made  the  whole  amount  on 
hand,  and  received  and  receiv- 
able, in  that  year,  in  round  num- 
bers, without  dedncting  expen- 
ditures   77,000,000 

The  customs,  it  seems,  have  produced  $28,- 
000,000,  which  is  $4,000,000  more  than  my 
estimate.  The  pnblic  lands  $24,000,000— about 
the  sum  which  I  had  supposed.  And  the  foot- 
ing of  the  column  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate 
of  $77,000,000,  is  $74,441,703,  being  two  and 
a  half  millions  less  tiian  I  conjectured.  Hore 
than  this  ^(^t,  however,  is  accounted  for  bj 
the  fiust  that  the  bank  stock  which  I  had  snp- 
posed  would  fall  in,  within  the  current  year. 
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has  not  jet  been  sold,  or  the  of  it  reonved 
into  the  TreasoTT-. 

'When  the  tme  state  of  things  became  too 
obrions  to  be  any  longer  successfully  contested ; 
when  it  became  apparent  to  every  one  here  and 
to  the  public  that  uiere  was  a  lar^e  amount  of 

Sblio  money  lying  in  the  deposit  banks,  and 
ely  to  remain  were  for  years,  an  injury  to 
the  pnblio,  and  benejSoial  to  nobody,  except 
binkers  and  brokers;  and  when  no  other 
means  seemed  to  offer  of  resisting  a  distribn- 
tion  of  this  fond,  the  country  became  suddenly 
threatened  with  a  foreign  war — and,  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  our  Capitol  were  actually 
threatened  with  demoliUon  by  the  great  guns 
of  the  French  navy — we  were  in  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  $80^000,000  were  called 
(or  by  gentlemen  who  are  m  favor  of  economy 
and  reform,  to  enable  the  Execntire  to  pi^u-e 
for  defence.  But  this  spectre  vanished.  Then 
ve  were  threatened  witii  Indian  invauoa  and 
Indian  nuwacre  on  oor  whole  Koitii-westem 
frontier.  Hw  sqnabUe  with  a  miserable  horde 
of  naked  savagea  in  the  swamps  of  Florida, 
which  has  enf^ged  the  attention  of  this  war- 
like administntion  for  the  Isst  year,  was  mag- 
nified into  a  general  and  formidable  rising  of 
aU  the  tribes  east  the  Bocky  Mountains,  and 
nulitary  preparations  were  ddled  for  that  we 
m^ht  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  them.  At 
last  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  sanctioned 
by  the  Pre»dent,  put  an  end  to  all  this  ab- 
surdity; the  deposit  bill  passed,  aiter  a  des- 
perate straggle,  and  then  came  this  measure — 
the  Treasury  order — intended  to  destroy  its 
effect 

Thia  order  grew  oat  of  the  contest  to  which 
I  have  referred.  It  was  issued  not  by  the 
advice  of  Congress  or  under  the  sanction  of 
any  law.  It  was  delayed  until  Congress  was 
&irly  ont  of  the  city,  and  all  posubility  of  inter- 
twnca  by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then 
came  forth  thu  new  and  last  expedient  It  was 
known  that  these  funds,  received  for  public 
lands,  had  become  a  chief  scarce  of  revenue, 
and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some  that  the 
passage  of  a  Treasury  order  of  this  kind  would 
nave  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  country;  and 
as  the  bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  deposits  had 
just  passed,  the  public  might  be  brought  to 
believe  that  all  the  mischief  occasioned  by  the 
order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution  bill. 
It  has,  indeed,  happened,  that  thia  scheme  has 
Culed;  the  pnblio  nnd^stand  it  rightly,  bat 
that  was  not  oy  any  means  oertun  at  the  time 
the  Dwasmw  was  devued.  It  was  not  Uien 
fivesera  that  the  people  wonld  as  generally  see 
through  the  contrivance  as  it  has  dnce  been 
found  that  Uiey  do. 

There  may  have  been  various  other  motives 
which  led  to  the  measure.  Many  minds  were 
probably  to  be  consulted,  for  it  is  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  step  like  this  was  taken  without 
c<Misaltatton,  and  guided  by  the  will  of  a  single 
indindaal  alooe*   That  is  not  the  wiqr  in 
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which  these  things  are  done.  Ko  doubt  one 
effect  hoped  for  by  some  was,  that  a  check 
would  be  ^ven  to  the  sales  of  tJie  public  lands. 
The  operation  of  the  order  would  naturally  be, 
to  ruse  the  price  of  land  by  raiung  the  prioe 
of  the  eurrenoy  in  which  it  was  to  be  pud  for. 
But,  while  this  wonld  be  the  effect  oa  mall 
bny«^  those  who  purchased  on  a  large  soale 
would  be  enabled  to  sell  at  an  advance  of  tea 
or  fifteen  per  cent,  over  what  would  have  bem 
given  if  tbd  United  States  lands  had  been  open 
to  purchasers  in  the  ordinary  way.  Those  who 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  deposit  banks  and 
p^d  it  out  for  lands,  wonld  thns  be  enabled 
to  make  sale  to  advantage,  and  by  means  of 
saoh  sales  make  payment  to  the  banks  who 
found  it  necessary  to  call  in  their  large  loans^ 
in  order  to  meet  the  provisions  of  the  depodt 
bill.  The  order,  therefore,  was  likely  to  operate 
to  the  common  benefli  of  the  deposit  banks 
and  the  great  land  dealers,  while  it  counteracted 
tlie  efflHrts  of  the  obnoxiona  deposit  bill. 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive 
aotoating  sinne  of  those  who  devised  this  wder. 
There  was  danger  that  the  deporit  banks^ 
when  called  upon  to  refiind  the  public  treasure, 
would  be  unable  to  do  it :  indeed,  it  was  eaii 
on  this  floor  that  the  inunediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  those  bank& 
Now  this  Treasury  order  would  operate  to 
collect  the  specie  of  the  country  into  the  land 
offices,  whence  it  would  inmiediately  go  into 
the  deposit  bonks,  and  would  prove  an  accept- 
able aid  to  them  while  making  the  transfers 
required  by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have 
been  among  the  real  motives  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  that  order. 

Mr.  Benton  repUed  to  Mr.  Ewing,  and  read 
a  passage  from  the  President's  Message  to  show 
the  reason  for  Issmng  the  specie  circDlar,  and 
that  it  was  to  save  the  pnblio  lands  from  be- 
coming the  prey  of  q>ecniators  in  exchange  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  He  also  read  from  a 
speech  oi  Mr.  Wbbstsb,  in  1816,  to  show  the 
dangers  of  paper  money  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  collect  its  doties  and  taxes  in 
gold  and  silver  only.  The  following  is  the 
extract  read ; 

"  Mr.  W.  Bud  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of 
the  coUection  of  the'  revenue,  and  to  present  the 
resolutions  vtuch  he  had  subtintted.  He  had  been 
the  more  inclined  to  do  this,  from  an  ajqifehension 
that  the  rejection  yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had 
been  introduced,  night  be  construed  into  an  aban- 
donment, on  the  part  of  the  House,  of  all  hope  of 
remedying  the  existing  eviL  He  had  had,  it  was 
true,  some  objecUons  against  proceeding  b;  way  of 
bill,  because  me  case  was  not  one  in  which  the  law 
was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  execution  of  the 
law  was  defident  *  *  *  The  dtuation  ofthe 
country,  uid  Mr.  W.,  in  retard  to  flie  c(rilecUon 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  de^orable.  'With  a  per- 
fectly sound  legal  currency,  the  national  revenues 
are  not  collected  in  tUs  currency,  but  in  paper  ot 
various  sorts,  and  various  degrees  of  value.  *  *  It 
is  quite  dear  that  by  the  statute  all  duties  and  taxes 
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arc  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of  the  TTnited 
States,  or  in  the  Treasury  notee,  aereeably  to  a  recent 
proTision.  It  is  just  aa  clear  that  uie  law  has  been  dis- 
r^irded,  and  that  the  notes  of  thebaukB  of  a  bandred 
diS^TNit  doKi^itioiMi,  end  almovt  ta  many  ^ttetmi 
valoes,  have  tMSm  racdved,  and  are  ilill  reo^Ted, 
vbere  the  Btatote  reqairea  Ic^  money  or  Treasury 
notes  to  be  paid.  *  *  There  are  some  politicid 
evils  which  are  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dangerous, 
and  whidi  alarm  at  once  aa  well  the  people  aa  the 
Govemment  Wars  and  invauona,  therefore,  are 
not  always  the  most  certain  destn^ers  of  national 
proq)erity.  They  come  In  no  qaestionable  shape, 
■niey  announce  &dr  own  ^proacb,  and  the  general 
safety  is  preserved  by  the  general  alarm.  Not  so 
with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depredated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  falling  public  credit. 
Kot  so  with  the  pUuaiUe  and  inutUooa  mtechieft  of 
ft  paper  money  nstem.  These  indnoats  thanselveB 
in  the  «  udlities,  sooommodatton,  and  relief, 
^ey  hold  out  the  most  ftHadous  hope  of  an  eider 
payment  of  debts,  and  a  lifter  burden  of  taxation. 
It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of  tba  people  to  imagine  th&t 
Govenuiient  may  properly  continae  to  receive  depre- 
ciated p^>er,  because  they  have  received  it,  and 
because  it  is  more  convement  to  obtain  it  than  to 
obtain  otherp^>er  or  Bpede.  But  on  these  subjects 
it  is  that  CfoTemment  oni^t  to  ezerdse  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  supposed  to 
poaseas,  on  subjects  of  ttus  nature,  somewhat  more 
of  foresight  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals. 
It  is  bound  to  foresee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels 
it,  and  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  guard 
against  it,  althoiu;h  they  may  be  measures  attended 
wm  some  dlfflcnlty,  and  not  without  some  temporary 
Inoonvenienoe.  •  •  •  •  •  The  only  power 
which  the  Government  possesses  of  resti^ning  the 
tesue  of  the  State  banks,  is  to  refuse  their  notes  in  the 
receipts  of  the  Treasury.  This  power  it  can  exerdse 
DOW,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in 
reasonable  time,  l>ecause  the  currency  of  some  port  of 
&a  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  is  not  yet 
universal.  *  *  But  I  have  expressed  my  belief 
on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
opinion,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
iSreasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
to  the  legal  and  proper  mode  of  oollecting  the 
revenue.  *  *  *  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  influence  of  the  Treasury  could  have  effected  all 
this.  If  not,  it  could  have  withdrawn  the  deports, 
and  the  countenance  of  die  Goremment,  from 
fautitations  whic^  against  all  rule  and  all  propriety, 
were  holding  great  sums  in  Govenmient  stocks,  and 
mnVing  euonnous  profits  from  the  circulation  of  their 
own  dMionored  paper.  That  which  was  most  wanted 
was  the  deaignatioa  of  a  time  for  the  corresponding 
operation  of  banks  of  different  places.  They  could 
have  been  made  by  the  head  of  the  Treasury  better 
than  by  anybody,  or  everybody  else,  •  •  •  * 
This  Government  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  to  protect 
its  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  oe&inst  defslca- 
tion  or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.  It  is  bound,  also, 
to  collect  the  taxes  of  the  poeple  on  a  uniform 
sj^gm."  ■•••••••••«• 

[Having  read  these  passages  from  the  ^eech  of 
Xr.  WiBSTiB,  Hr.  Bentoic  thus  condnded  his  own 
justification  of  the  Treasury  spedal  order:] 

The  Treasury  order  was  a  measure  of  regu- 
lation npoa  the  State  banks,  intended  to  save 


the  finances  and  the  currency,  as  well  ss  the 
public  lands.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
regulated  the  State  banks  by  the  simple  process 
of  excluding  their  paper  from  the  Federal  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures ;  and  tliis  was  effected 
by  the  24th  and  25th  articles  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  corporation  already  read.  She  excluded 
them  to  make  room  for  her  on  notes ;  and  this 
is  the  extent  her  sUU  and  of  her  merit  la 
all  this  boasted  regnlaticHi  of  local  currencies 
of  which  we  hear  so  much.  Tlie  Federal 
Government  has  ojHj  to  do  the  sam^  and  the 
State  bank  issues  are  repelled  upon  their 
sources,  and  become  comparatively  harmless. 
It  is  receivabDity  for  federal  does ;  it  is  receir- 
ability  at  the  land  offices,  custom-houses,  and 
post  offices,  which  g^ves  them  wings  to  fly  over 
the  continent,  and  enables  them  to  pass,  with- 
out regard  to  the  credit  or  solvency  of  the 
bank  from  which  they  come.  It  is  the  Federal 
Government  endorsement  which  does  the  mis- 
chief; and  this  endorsement,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  false  credit  and  wantof  i%sponsibility» 
13  given  to  the  whcAa  Issue  of  eveir  bank  whose 
paper  is  made  Teoeivable  fbr  publw  dnes.  The 
experiment  has  been  bied,  and  local  paper 
has  fUIed  as  a  national  oorrenCT^  and  out  of 
that  failnre  arose  the  second  United  States 
Bank.  It  will  ful  aguo,  and  again,  and  forever  I 
There  is  no  safety  for  the  federal  revenues  but 
in  the  total  exclusion  of  local  paper,  and  that 
from  every  branch  of  the  revenue — customs, 
lands,  and  post  office.  There  is  no  safety  for 
the  national  finances  but  in  the  constitutional 
medium  of  gold  and  silver.  Afler  forty  years 
of  wandering  in  the  wilderness  of  paper  money, 
w'e-have  approached  the  confines  of  the  consti- 
tutional medium.  Seventy-five  millions  of 
specie  in  the  country,  with  the  prospect  of 
annual  increase  of  ten  or  twelve  milhons  ftir 
the  next  four  years,  three  branch  mints  to  com- 
mence next  spring,  and  tiie  complete  restoradtni 
of  the  gold  CQirenoy,  announce  the  success  ot 
President  Jackson's  great  measures  for  the 
reform  of  the  currency,  and  vindicate  the  con- 
stitution from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed 
an  impracticable  currency.  The  saccess  is  com- 
plete ;  and  there  is  no  way  to  thwart  it,  bat  to 
put  down  the  Treasury  order,  and  to  reopen 
the  public  lands  to  the  inundation  of  paper 
money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissembled, 
there  is  great  danger.  Four  deeply  interested 
classes  are  at  work  to  do  it — speculators,  local 
bonks,  United  States-  Bank,  and  politicians  out 
of  power.  They  mn^sacceed,  but  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  not  despair.  The  darkest  hour  of  night 
is  just  before  the  break  of  day ;  and,  throng 
the  gloom  ahead,  he  saw  the  bright  vinoa  of 
the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  and 
victorious.  Throogh  regidation  or  explodoa 
saccess  must  eventnally  come.  If  reform 
measures  go  on,  gold  and  silver  will  be  gradn- 
ally  and  temperately  restored ;  if  reform  meas- 
ures are  stopped,  then  the  paper  system  runs 
riot,  and  explodes  from  its  own  expanfflon. 
Then  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exnlfc 
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ia  tiio  catastrophe,  and  clum  its  own  re-estab- 
liehinent,  as  the  oidy  adequate  regulator  of  the 
local  banks.  Then  it  vul  be  siud  the  specie 
experiment  has  £uled  I  Bat  no ;  the  contrar; 
vili  be  knovn,  tbat  the  specie  experiment  has 
not  failed,  bat  it  was  pat  down  by  the  Toice 
and  power  of  the  interested  classes,  and  must 
be  pat  ap  asiuii  by  the  voice  end  power  (Mf  fhe 
disuiter^rted  oonunonity. 

Statementf     Commerce  and  Navigation. 

The  joint  rewdntion  introdaced  some  days  ago 
]ij  Mr.  BiSToai;  providing  for  the  earlier  prep- 
aation  of  the  annual  report  on  commerce  and 
wngition  was  read  a  thud  time,  and  passed — 

IHieii  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tbussdat,  Decconber  15. 

Hr.  Bms  presented  the  credentials  of  Hion- 
ASD  £.  Fase£b,  Senator  elect  from  Virginia ; 
nd 

lir.  Bbowk  presented  the  eredentials  of 
BoBEBT  SiBuros,  Smator  elect  from  North 
Carolina. 

Jlessrs.  SrsAvaB  and  Pabkxb  ^^leared,  were 
qmUfied,  and  took  their  seats. 


KoNDAT,  December  19. 

The  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of  Ur. 
Bccuaman,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Lcgisla- 
tore  of  FeoDsylvania,  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  Karcb  next 

Jfr.  ClajfU  Zand  BUI 
3Cr.  Cla.t,  in  pnrsaaDce  of  the  notice  which 
be  had  nven,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introdace  the 
land  bill 

-  The  (iteration  <tf  the  bill  whidi  had  here- 
tofore several  times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once 
the  Uoose,  commenced  on  the  last  of  December, 
1822,  and  was  to  oontinne  five  years.  It  provid- 
ed for  a  ^stribntion  of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the 
poblic  lands  daring  that  period,  apon  well- 
kooTQ  principles.   Bat  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session  had  disposed  of  so  large  a  part  of 
the  divisible  fnnd  ander  the  land  bill,  that  he 
did  not  think  it  right,  in  the  present  state  of 
the  Treesary,  to  give  the  bill — which  he  was 
about  to  apply  for  leave  to  introduce — tbat  re- 
troqiecttve  eharaeter.   He  had  accordingly,  in 
the  dranght  which  he  was  going  to  submit, 
made  the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its 
oonnneocement,  and  the  last  day  of  the  year 
1841  its  termination.   If  it  dionld  pass,  there- 
fore, in  this  shape,  the  period  of  its  duration 
win  be  the  same  as  that  prescribed  in  the 
former  bills.   The  Senate  will  readily  compre- 
hend the  motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year 
1841,  as  it  is  at  that  time  that  the  biennial 
reductions  ct  ten  per  cent,  apon  the  existing 
daties  cease,  aocoraing  to  the  act  of  the  2a 
March,  1683,  commonly  called  the  compromise 
ac^  anid  a  reduction  of  one-half  of  the  excess 
bejond  twent/  per  oent.  of  any  doty  then  re- 
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maining  is  to  take  effect.  By  tbat  time,  a  fur 
experiment  of  the  land  bill  will  have  been  made, 
and  Congress  can  then  determine  whether  the 
proceeds  of  the  national  domain  shall  continue 
to  be  equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied  to 
the  corrent  expenses  6f  the  Government. 


"Wbdnksdat,  December  21. 

"ih.  BuooLBB  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  JvDAR  Dana,  elected  a  Senator  from  the 
State  of  Maine,  to  sapply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Etheb 
Shkplby  ;  after  which,  the  oath  to  support  the 
Gonstitntion  of  the  United  States  was  admin- 
istered to  Hr.  Dana  by  the  Vice  l*r^dent,  and 
he  tooik  his  seat 

^Sirther  Jh^Ue  J)q>otiU  with  ihe  SUttet. 
Mr.  Calhoitn,  agree^ly  to  notice,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  introdace  the  following  bill : 

A  bin  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sections 
Uierein  named  of  the  act  of  the  2Sd  June,  1886, 
r^idating  the  depoata  of  the  money  tbat  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  Januaty,  1838. 
Be  it  enacted,  dtc.  That  the  money  irhit^  shall  be. 
bi  the  Treasury  of  the  United  ^tes  on  the  lat  day 
of  January,  1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  milUoos 
of  dollars,  shall  be  depodt^  wiUi  the  several  States, 
oo  tbe  terms  and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
18th,  14Ui,  and  16th  sec^ons  of  tbe  act  to  r^ulate 
tbe  dqwfflts  of  the  public  money,  approved  the  SSd 
day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  C,  in  introducing  the  bill,  observed  that 
he  had  not  asked  leave  to  introdace  this  bill 
without  satisfying  himself  that  there  woold  Iw 
a  large  sorplus  of  the  pablic  revenue  remidning 
in  the  Treasury  at  the  termination  of  the  next 
year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  appropiia* 
tlona  on  all  proper  subjects  of  expenditore. 
From  the  calculations  he  had  made,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  amount  of  this  surplos  woold 
not  fall  short  of  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Assuming,  then,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus, the  question  presented  itself  as  to  what 
should  be  done  with  it.  That  question  Mr.  0. 
would  not  now  attempt  to  ai^ue.  The  discus- 
sion of  it  at  this  tune  would  be  premature  and 
oat  of  place.  He  proposed  to  himself  a  more 
limited  object,  which  was  to  state  the  points 
connected  with  this  subject,  which  he  consid- 
ered as  established ;  and  to  point  out  what  was 
the  reel  issue  at  present  One  point  was  per- 
fectiy  established  Dy  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
session — that,'  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
sorplus,  it  ought  not  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury, 
or  in  the  deposit  banks,  bat  shoald  be  deposited 
with  tihe  States.  It  was  not  only  the  most  safe, 
but  the  most  jast,  that  the  States  should  have 
thQ  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to  the  banks. 
This,  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  princi- 
ple which  lay  at  the  foondation  of  the  act  of 
last  session — an  act  that  would  forever  distin- 
guish the  24th  Congress— an  act  which  will  go 
down  with  honor  to  posterity,  as  it  had  obtained 
the  almost  onammous  approbation  of  the  prea- 
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ent  day.  The  passage  bad  inspired  the  coun- 
try with  new  hopes.  It  had  been  beheld  abroad 
as  a  matter  of  voader,  a  pbaiomeQon  in  the 
fiscal  world,  such  as  eonld  liave  sprung  ont  of 
no  iDstitntions  bnt  ours,  and  which  vent  in  a 
powerful  and  impressive'  manner  to  illnstrate 
the  genius  of  our  Government. 

Mr.  Walkeb  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  in  sui^ort- 
ing  his  motion,  observed  that  he  lund  been  one 
of  those  who  voted  against  what  was  now 
openly  avowed  to  be  a  distribution  bill.  Since 
the  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  the 
largest  States  bad  already  come  forward  and 
applied  to  CoDgress  for  the  repeal  of  that  sec- 
uon  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  the  remind- 
ing of  the  money  by  the  States,  when  it  should 
be  needed  br  the  General  Government  He 
would  remhia  the  B^iate  that  the  distinguished 
gentleman  fi*om  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  'Websteb,) 
who  bad  been  one  of  the  authors  and  advocates 
of  this  measure,  did  expressly  tell  the  Senate 
that  it  would  be  bnt  a  ^gle  operation ;  and 
when  the  Senate  were  warned  that  that  bill 
would  be  only  a  precedent  for  the  distribution 
policy  in  future,  the  distinguished  Senator  bad 
assured  them  of  the  contr^,  and  had  insisted 
that  it  was  a  single  and  solitary  measnre,  in- 
tended only  to  meet  a  contingency.  Yet,  what 
was  the  Senate  now  asked  to  do !  To  create  a 
surplus  for  the  purpose  of  future  distribution. 
Hr.  W.  really  thought  that  such  a  proportion 
demanded  examination  by  some  committee,  and 
he  hoped  that  tSie  Senate  would  not  consent  to 
take  a  leap  in  the  dark.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  presented,  as  one 
ground  of  his  opposition  to  letting  the  ]>nhlic 
money  remiun  in  the  deposit  banks,  a  desire  to 

Crent  tbe  public  land  from  passing  into  the 
ds  of  speculators.  Bnt  the  gentleman's 
remedy  had  not  met  the  eviL  The  distribution 
bill  had  not  prevented  the  monopoly  of  the 
public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would  it  ever 
prevent  it  If  'the  gentleman  did  really  desire 
to  obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommend- 
ing that  part  of  tbe  President's  Message  which 
proposed  to  limit  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  lands  to 
actual  setders.  Should  this  recommendation 
be  adopted,  there  woidd  remain  no  surplus  to 
be  distributed.  For  bow  was  the  surplus  cre- 
ated ?  By  refening  to  the  report  of  Uie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in 
tbe  first  three-quarters  of  the  last  year,  twenty 
millions  of  dollars  had  been  pud  into  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  pnblio  lands,  wmch  was  at  the  rate 
of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  tins  amount  was  needed  for 
actual  settlers?  Not  more  than  $5,000,000; 
Or,  according  to  an  estimate  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  not 
over  $6,000,000.  Thus  there  would  be  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  receipt  of  $16,000,000,  being  double 
tbe  amoant  of  the  surplus  predicted  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  Let 
him,  then,  adopt  the  President's  reotnmnenda- 
ti<ni,  and  the  eril  q>prehended  could  not  take 


place.  But  ^nld  the  Senate  pass  the  bill 
which  bad  now  been  introduced,  they  would 
have  passed  tbe  Rubicon,  and  the  distributiai 
policy  would,  in  spite  of  all  opposition,  beoome 
the  settled  policy  of  the  Govenmient 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the 
country  to  remark  that  they  were  now  invoked 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  CaroUna  to  cre- 
ate a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  without  expressing  any  opin- 
ion on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  was  in  favor  of  its 
commitment  The  subject  extended  itself  into 
so  many  ramifications,  was  so  complex  and  bo 
extensive,  that  no  leading  measure  ought  to  be 
adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its  previously 
nndet^ing  the  careful  investigation  of  a  com- 
mittee. There  were  two  connter  projects  now 
before  the  Senat^  which  were  essentially  ia- 
compatible  with  each  other.  One  bad  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  fhmi  Kentucky,  Qlt, 
Clay,)  which  proposed  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  States  on 
certain  conditions;  the  other  to  deposit  the 
surplus  that  might  accrue,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  of  the  lost  session.  Both  these  plans, 
it  was  obvious,  could  not  prevail ;  while  the 
President  hod  recommended  the  sale  of  the 
public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On  this 
matter  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  bift  should 
be  guided  in  a  great  measure  by  the  wishes  utd 
opinions  of  gentlemen  coming  from  the  new 
States. 

Should  tbe  Preddent's  recommendation  be 
adopted,  there  would  probabljr  be  no  sarplos. 
He  should  like  to  see  a  responsible  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  On  the  question 
whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  sarpltu 
on  tbe  let  ot  January  next  he  e^iresBea  no 
opinion. 

The  question  of  referring  tbe  bill  to  the  Com>- 
mittee  on  Finance  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resulted  as  follows : 

Yets. — Messrs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Gmndy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  oF  Oeoivia,  Linn,  UcKean,  Niiea, 
Page,  Parker,  Kves,  Babinsou,  Rogglea,  Bfffler, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall— 22. 

}fATa.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calboon, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davia,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Enigbt, 
Moore,  Horns,  Nidiolas,  PrenUsSjJftobbios,  SooA- 
ard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  WUte, 
Wright— 22. 

The  Chair  voted  in  tbe  affirmative,  and  so 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance. 

Treoiury  Circular. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  Mr.  EwiNo'a  joint  resolntion,  rescind- 
ing the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th,  1836,  and 
prohibiting  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
delegate  the  power  to  spwAty  the  kind  of  ^ds 
to  be  receiTed  in  payment  for  tlie  puUio  lands. 
The  question  was  on  ordering  iha  resolution  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wbbsxeb  smd;  I  am  very  glad  that  a 
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resolation  to  rescind  this  order  has  been  thus 
early  introduced ;  and  I  am  glad,  too,  since  the 
resolation  ia  to  he  opposed,  that  opposition 
comes  early,  in  a  bold,  nneqniroeal,  and  de- 
cided form.  The  order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  de- 
fended as  being  both  legal  and  useful.  Let  its 
defence,  then,  be  made. 

The  honorable  member  from  Hissoari  QIt. 
Bestos)  objects  even  to  ^ving  the  resolation 
to  resdnd  a  second  reatting.  He  avails  himself 
<tf  his  right,  though  it  be  not  according  to  gen- 
eral practice,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  least,  is 
opeo,  bold,  and  manly  -warfare. 

The  honorable  member,  in  his  elaborate 
cpeecb,  foands  his  opposition  to  this  resolution, 
uid  his  sapport  of  the  Treasury  order,  on  those 
MQeral  principles  respecting  currency  which 
be  ia  known  to  entertain,  and  which  he  has 
maintained  for  many  years.  His  opinions  some 
of  us  regard  as  altogether  ultra  ana  impractica- 
ble ;  looking  to  a  state  of  things  not  desirable 
in  Itself  even  if  it  were  practicable ;  and,  if  it 
were  deurablo,  as  being  far  beyond  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  bring  about. 

The  honorable  mranber  hm  manifested  mnoh 
perseverance  and  abundant  labor,  most  un- 
doubtedly, in  support  of  his  opinions ;  he  is  nn- 
derstood,  also,  to  have  had  countenance  from 
high  places ;  and  what  new  hopes  of  success 
tiie  present  moment  holds  out  to  him,  I  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see. 
It  is  precisely  on  these  general  and  long-known 
(pinions  that  he  rests  his  sapport  of  the  Treas- 
nry  order.  A  question,  therefore,  ia  at  once 
nused  between  the  gentleman^s  principles  and 
opinions  on  the  sul^ect  of  the  currency,  and  the 
principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevailed  in  the  country,  and  which  are,  and 
bave  been,  imtirely  opposite  to  his.  That  qaes- 
tum  is  now  about  to  be  put  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  In  the  progrw  and  by  the  termina- 
tion of  this  diaciodon,  we  shall  learn  whether 
tihe  gentleman^B  aenmnents  are  or  are  not  to 
jmvail,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  Senate  ia  con- 
cerned. The  country  wilt  r^oioe,  I  am  sure, 
to  see  some  declaration  of  the  opinions  of  Oon- 
grtsa  on  a  subject  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  and  which  is  so  well  calculated,  by 
its  perpetual  agitation,  to  disquiet  and  disturb 
the  confidence  of  society. 

The  member  ftom  Missouri  charges  those 
who  wish  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  with 
two  objeoU :  first,  to  degrade  and  disgrace  the 
Fresidenfi  and  next,  to  overthrow  the  constitu- 
tional currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denonnoe  nobody ;  I 
seek  to  degrade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding 
the  order  illegal  and  unwise,  I  shall  certainly 
vote  to  rescind  it ;  and,  in  the  dischai^  of  this 
dnty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to  shrink  back, 
lest  I  ahotdd  do  something  which  might  call  in 
qaestion  the  wisdom  of  the  Secreta^,  or  even 
of  the  President.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  of 
independence  as  may  be  manifested  by  free  dis- 
mnihiii  and  an  honest  Totd  is  not  to  cause  de- 
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nunciation  Scorn  any  quarter.   If  it  should,  let 

it  come. 

As  to  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  constitn- 
tioQal  currency  of  the  country,  if  I  were  now 
to  enter  into  snch  a  desi^,  I  should  be  begin- 
ning, at  rather  a  late  day,  to  wage  war  against 
the  efforts  of  my  whole  political  life.  From 
my  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  current^  as  a  matter  of  the 
highest  inter^  and  hope  I  have  given  suffi- 
cient proo&  of  a  disposition  at  aU  times  to 
mfdntMU  it  sound  and  secure,  against  all  attacks 
and  all  dangers.  When  I  first  entered  the  other 
House  of  Congress,  the  currency  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  had  stopped 
payment,  and  the  circulating  medium  had  then 
become,  indeed,  paper  money.  80  soon  as  a 
state  of  peace  enabled  us,  I  took  some  part  in 
an  effort,  with  others,  to  restore  the  currency 
to  a  better  state;  and  success  followed  that 
effort. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  *'  constitutional 
currency,"  about  which  so  mach  is  said  ?  What 
species,  or  forms  of  currency,  does  the  consti- 
tution allow,  and  what  does  it  forbid  ?  It  is 
plun  enough  that  this  depends  on  what  we 
understand  by  currency.  Gorrency,  in  a  large, 
and  perhaps,  In  a  just  sense,  includes  not  oidy 
gold  and  sUver  and  bank  notes,  but  bills  of 
exchange  also.  It  may  include  all  that  adjusts 
exchanges,  and  settles  balances,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  trade  and  business.  But  if  we  under- 
stand by  currency  the  legal  money  of  the  coun- 
try, that  which  constitutes  a  lawful  tender  for 
debts,  and  is  the  statute  measure  of  value,  then, 
undoubtedly,  nothing  is  included  but  gold  and 
silver.  Most  unquestionably  there  is  no  legal 
tender,  and  there  can  be  no  l^al  tender,  in  this 
counti7,  under  the  anthoritjr  of  this  Government 
or  any  other,  hut  gold  and  silver,  either  the  txHa- 
Bgo  ot  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rates 
regulated  by  Congress.  This  is  a  constitntiomd 
principle,  perfectly  plain,  and  of  the  very  highest 
importance.  The  States  are  expressly  prohibited 
from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and  nlver  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts ;  and,  although  no 
such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Oongress, 
yet,  03  Congress  has  no  power  grimted  to  it,  in 
this  respect,  but  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate 
the  vduo  of  foreign  coins,  it  clearly  has  no  power 
to  substitute  paper,  or  any  thing  else,  for  coin,  as 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  and  in  discharge  of 
contracts.  Congress  has  exercised  this  power, 
fully,  in  both  its  branches.  It  has  coined 
money,  and  still  coins  it ;  it  has' regulated  th^ 
value  of  foreign  coins,  and  stUl  regulates  their 
value.  The  legal  tender,  therefore,  the  consti- 
tutional standard  of  value,  is  established,  and 
cannot  be  overthrown.  To  overthrow  it^  would 
shake  the  whole  system. 

I  desire,  sir^  even  at  the  expense  of  some 
repetition,  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  proposition,  that  Congress,  having  by  the 
constitution  authority  to  dispose  of  the  public 
territory,  has  passed  laws  for  the  complete  exer- 
dse  of  that  power ;  laws  which  not  only  have 
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fixed  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  manner 
of  sales,  and  the  time  of  payment,  but  wliich 
have  fixed,  also,  with  eqnu  precision,  the  me- 
dinm,  or  kinds  of  money,  or  of  other  things, 
which  shall  be  received  in  payment.  It  bus , 
neglected  no  part  of  this  important  trost ;  it  has 
delegated  no  part  of  it ;  it  has  left  do  ground, 
not  on  inch,  for  executive  interposition. 

The  only  qaestion,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the 
law,  or  what  was  the  law,  when  the  Secretary 
isaned  hia  order  ? 

The  Secretary  considers  that  that  which  has 
been  uniformly  done  for  twenty  years,  that  is 
to  say,  the  receiving  of  payment  for  the  pablic 
lands  in  the  bills  of  specie-paying  banlcs,  is 
against  law.  He  calls  it  an  indolgence,*'  and 
this  "  indulgence  *'  the  order  proposes  to  con- 
tinae  for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  par- 
ticnlar  class  of  purchasers.  If  this  were  an 
indolgence,  and  against  law,  one  might  well 
ask,  how  has  it  happened  that  it  shoiUd  have 
continued  so  long,  especially  through  recent 
years,  marked  by  snch  a  spirit  of  thoroagfa  and 
Beorclun^  reform  t  It  might  he  asked  too,  if 
this  he  illegal,  and  an  indulgence  only,  why 
continue  it  longer,  and  cspecidly  why  continue 
it  as  to  some,  and  refuse  to  continue  it  as  to 
others? 

But,  sir,  it  is  time  to  turn  to  the  statute,  and 
to  see  what  the  legal  proviiuon  is.  On  the  SOth 
of  April,  1818,  a  resolution  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress.  It  was  in  the  common  form  of  a 
^oint  resolution,  and  was  approved  by  the  Pres- 
ident ;  and  DO  one  doubts,  I  suppose,  that,  for 
tlie  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic 
and  valid  as  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  pro- 
vides that,  "from  and  after  the  20th  day  of 
February  next,  (1617,)  no  duties,  taxes,  debts, 
or  gams  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  paya- 
ble to  the  United  States,  ought  to  he  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes, 
or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or 
in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  in  specie 
on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  onrrenoy  of  the 
United  States." 

This  joint  resolution  authoritatively  fixed  the 
rights  of  parties  paying,  and  the  duties  of 
officers  receiving.  So  fi^  as  respects  tlie  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  was  altered 
by  a  law  of  the  last  session ;  but,  in  all  other 
particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  force,  at 
the  present  moment ;  ana  as  it  expressly  au- 
thorizes the  receipt  of  such  bank  notes  as  axe 
payable  and  pud  on  demand,  I  cannot  under- 
stand how  the  recfflpt  ot  such  notes  la  a  matter 
of  "indulgence."  We  may  as  well  say  that  to 
he  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  for- 
eign coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  own  gold  and 
silver,  is  an  indulgence,  since  the  act  places  all 
on  the  same  ground. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  has, 
indeed,  himself  furnished  a  complete  answer 
to  the  Secretary's  idea ;  that  is  to  say,  he  de- 
fends the  order  on  grounds  not  only  differing 
from,  bnt  totally  inconaiBtent  irith,  those  as- 1 
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sumed  hj  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider 
the  receipt  of  bank  notes  hitherto,  or  up  to  the 
time  of  issuing  the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but 
as  a  lawful  right  while  it  lasted.  How  he 
proves  this  right  to  be  now  terminated,  and 
terminated  by  force  of  the  order,  I  shall  con- 
rider  presently.  I  only  say  now,  that  his  argu- 
ment entirely  deprives  the  Secretary  of  the  only 
ground  assigned  by  him  for  the  Inasnr^  order. 

I  am,  therefor^  of  opinion  that  the  Treasury 
order  ta  the  11th  of  July  is  against  ^e  plun 
words  and  meaning  of  the  law  of  1816 ;  agiunst 
the  whole  practice  of  the  Government  nnder 
that  law ;  agunst  the  honorable  gentleman^s 
own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  2Sd  of  April ;  and  not  reconcilable  with 
the  necesrity  which  was  supposed  to  exist  for 
the  passage  of  the  act  of  last  sesrion. 


TauBaDAT,  DeoemhCT  22. 
SVetmtrif  Circular. 
The  Senate  resnmed  the  ctmsideraUon  of  Hr. 
Ewnia's  resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury 
order  of  Jnly  11th,  1886,  and  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegating  bis 
power  to  specity  what  Innd  of  fluids  shful  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  pnbHo  lands. 

Hr.  Nii.Es  said  ^ere  were  reasons,  he 
thought  weighty  reasons,  which  would  justify 
Senators  in  voting  against  this  resolution,  with- 
out committing  uiemselves  in  any  sense,  or  in 
any  degree,  in  regard  to  the  sreat  questions  of 
currency  and  revenue,  to  wnicb  the  Senator 
had  referred.  "Without  reference  to  what  might 
be  his  opinion  as  to  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ermnent  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue, 
whether  from  the  pnhlio  lands  or  the  customs, 
he  was  prepared  to  vote  ag^nst  this  resdntioo. 
To  pass  this  resolution,  would  he  to  censure 
and  condemn  an  act  of  the  £xeeatiTe  as  being 
wrong,  a}  initio,  or  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
Whether  the  rule  prescribed,  in  the  Treasury 
order  be  a  wise  and  just  one,  for  the  settled 
action  of  the  Government,  is  a  question  entirely 
distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been 
expedient  and  proper  at  the  time  it  was  adopted. 
He  was  satined  that  Uie  Treasury  order  conld 
be  justified,  viewed  as  a  temporary  measure 
only,  intended  to  remedy  evils  of  great  magni- 
tude, arising  fi«m  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  sales  of  the  pablic 
lands ;  and  he  was  not  snre  that  tMa  was  not 
the  true  light  in  which  it  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered. It  was  the  dnt^  of  the  ^xecative  to 
watch  over  thepnbUc  revenae,  and  see  that  it 
was  secure.  Was  there  no  hazard  from  &e, 
extensive  and  gambling  speculations  in  the  pub- 
lic lands  paid  for  only  in  bank  bills,  which  were 
handed  over  by  the  receivers  to  the  deposit 
banks  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Unitod 
States  ?  A  lat^e  portion  of  the  purchases  were 
paid  for  in  bills  of  the  deposit  banks,  which, 
after  going  into  the  hands  of  the  receivers,  were 
returned  and  loaned  oot  again,  to  go  tbroagli 
the  same  operaUon.  This  was  vhrtoaUy  reviv- 
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tog  the  old  credit  system,  as  the  United  States 
Teoeived  nothing  hut  credit  for  the  lands.  If 
tliere  was  no  hazard  to  the  rerenae  from  these 
pncticea,  and  from  the  magnitade  and  extent 
of  the  Bales  made  upon  this  kind  of  credit,  then 
^mtlemen  over  the  way  had  altered  their  opm- 
uns  very  mnoh  within  the  last  six  months, 
Dnri^  th&  last  session  of  Congress,  we  were 
rq«atedly,  and  almost  daily,  told  hy  tbose  yrho 
now  oppose  the  l^easory  order,  that  the  ftmds 
if  the  GoTenunent  in  the  Western  deposit 
banks  were  inseonre,  and  that  nothing  bnt  credit 
was  received  for  the  public  lands.  Oaa  gentle- 
men have  forgotten  their  often-repeated  decla- 
rations on  this  snbjectf  If  so,  they  most  be 
blessed  with  short  memories.  Again  and  again 
did  Senators  refer  to  the  small  amonot  of  specie 
in  those  banks,  and  an  impression  was  attempt- 
ed to  be  made,  tliat  their  specie  funds  were  tiie 
only  solid  security  for  the  large  smns  dne  tiie 
United  States. 

The  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to 
ft  eondderable  extent^  no  doabt,  has  corrected, 
this  eviL  It  insured  something  valuable  for  the 
landL  and  that  something  valuable  was  trans- 
fond  to  the  dfm»it  banks,  and  formed  a  more 
solid  baads  fat  the  Govdmment  credits. 
•  The  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  specu- 
lation in  the  pnblic  lands,  which,  in  itself  was 
an  evil  of  no  small  magnitude  transferring  the 
best  part  of  the  national  domun  into  the  lumds 
ci  heartless  speculators,  to  the  great  iiy'ury  of 
actoal  settlers,  and  the  detriment  of  the  whole 
ooontry.  Public  opinion  was  rising  up  against 
it,  and  required  that  something  should  be  done 
to  arrest  an  evil  of  bo  exten^ve  and  serious  a 
nature.  "What  other  or  better  measure  could 
have  been  adopted,  until  Congress  should  con- 
vene, Thich  might  adcvt  sucn  fturther  legisla- 
tion in  r^ard  to  the  sues  of  the  lands  as  the 
pabGe  interests  may  reaniret 

Sir,  said  3tfr.  K.,  there  is  ano&er  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  mr  the  resolution  before  the 
Senate.  A  new  role  has  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  the  sale  of  the  j^uhlio  lands,  that  has 
been  in  operation  for  a  tune  and  which  has  a 
teudoDcy  to  check  speculation.   I  would  not 
Tn>eal  that  rule,  and  open  agmn  the  floodgates 
of  specnlation;  certainly  not  until  I  know 
whether  Congress  will  pass  any  act  r^nlating 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.   It  is,  I  thmk,  the 
du^  of  Ooogr^  to  do  this;  the  interest  of 
the  country  nx^nires  it ;  public  sentiment  de- 
mands it ;  and  it  is  atron^y  recommended  by 
the  President.  If  Congress  saffer  the  session 
to  pass  ofl^  without  attempting  to  regulate  the 
aale  of  the  pnblio  lands  so  as  to  cheek  specnlv 
txm,  they  will  ne^ect  their  duty  to  the  conn- 
try.    Believing  that  there  will  be  additional 
kcwlatioD  on  the  subject,  which  may  sqpersede 
the  Treasury  order,  he  was  not  at  this  time 
prepared  to  distorb  it.  Changes  in  any  extensive 
oostness  are  always  attended  with  some  iucon- 
▼enieaoe,  and  should  be  avoided  as  much  as 
possible.   When  it  shall  be  settled  that  Con- 
will  not  alter  the  system,  it  may  become 
YobSIL— 5 


necessary  to  decide  whether  the  rule  prescribed 
in  the  order  shall  be  munt^uned,  or  the  old 
practice  restored ;  and  if  we  do  any  thing  on 
this  subject,  oar  action  should  be  more  compre- 
hensive ;  it  should  embrace  the  whole  subject, 
and  be  settied  by  law  wl^at  currency  shall  bo 
received  for  the  payment  of  the  revennes,  not 
only  from  the  lands,  but  from  costoms,  and  all 
other  dues.  The  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
bangs  over  this  subject  ooght  to  be  removed. 

For  these  reasons,  thwdbre,  he  should  vote 
against  rescinding  the  IVeasniy  order,  even  if 
he  was  satisfied  mat  the  rule  it  prescribes  was 
not  one  which  it  would  be  ezpedieut  and  just 
to  establish  as  a  s^ed  policy. 


ICoNDAT,  December  SO. 

7%e  Ex^Tiging  Sesolutum. 

Mr.  Benton  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to 
expunge  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  reso- 
lution of  March,  1684,  censuring  the  conduct 
of  the  Prendent  for  removing  the  deposits  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  StatM,  ;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  [The  resolution  is  in 
the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  same  sub- 
ject introduced  by  Ifr.  Bibtok  at  the  last  ses- 
sion.] 

TnxsDAT,  Decembw  27. 

ASmistion  of  Mitikigan, 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  with  doo- 
nments,  stating  that  Michigan  had  complied 
with  the  reguutions  of  the  conditional  act  of 
admission. 

Mr.  GsiTNnT  moved  that  the  Messf^^  and 
documents  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Benton  remarked  that  as  the  President 
had  given  his  opinion  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  the  requisite  terms  of  admission,  and 
as  he  had  said  that  he  should  have  issued  his 
proclamation  accordingly,  had  the  information 
arrived  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  as  a  mere 
matter  of  form,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint 
resolution  of  admission  should  forthwith  be- 
passed  by  both  Houses. 

lib.  Gbttndt  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and  on  this  account 
that  the  first  convention  had  not  assoited  to  the 
terms  of  admisrion,  but  another  convention  had 
decided  to  accede  to  the  wnKMition  made  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The  great 
inquiry  now  was,  are  the  proceedings  in  accord- 
ance with  the  act  of  adrols^on  t  The  deciaon 
of  which  question  depends  on  information  which 
ought  to  he  ascertained  before  the  actual  admis- 
sion, though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  m  was  right,  and,  if  the  information, 
bad  come  during  the  recess,  he  would  have  act? 
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ed  accordinf;!/.  Mr.  G.  had  no  design  to  pro- 
duce any  delay,  by  a  reference  to  a  committee. 
He  should  not  vithdraw  his  motion,  and  ho 
hoped  the  Senator  vonld  withdraw  his  opposi- 
tion. 

The  Hossage  was  referred. 

The  Treatury  Circular. 

Tlie  Senate  proceeded  to  tlie  spocial  order, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
introduced  by  ili'.  Ewiso,  of  Ohio,  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  question  being  on  the  amendment  or 
Bnbstitute  offered  by  Mr.  Kives  to  that  resolu- 
tion ;  which  substitute  proposes  to  refuse  to 
receive  for  the  public  dues  the  bills  of  such 
banks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periods, 
bills  under  cert^  specified  denominations ;  the 
substitute  also  leaving  in  the  power  of  the  de- 
posit banks  to  refuse  snoh  funds  as  they  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  HcBBAm>  addressed  the  Ohur :  Hr.  Pres- 
ident—The first  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  the 
Treasury  order — "  the  specie  circular,"  as  it  is 
called— of  the  11th  of  July,  1886.  The  second 
is  intended  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  by  his  authorized  agents,  from  direct- 
ing what  funds  shall  be  received  for  customs, 
or  for  public  lands,  and  prohibiting  him 
from  making  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  so 
receivable  between  different  individnals,  or  be- 
tween the  different  branches  of  the  public  rev- 
enue. The  main  purpose  of  the  resolution  is  to 
rescind  the  order  of  Uie  Execntive,  bearing  date 
on  1^6 11th  of  July,  1836,  du«cted  to  "recovers 
of  pvUiio  money  and  to  tiie  deposit  banlcs." 

Can  this  be  aocompUshedt  Is  this  matter 
within  our  power  t  It  seems  to  me  that  if 
these  resolutions  should  pass  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  the  object  which  the  Senator  ihim 
Ohio  has  in  view  would  not  thereby  be  effected. 
If  the  order  of  the  Uth  of  July,  1836,  was  is- 
sued by  authority  of  law,  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  should  seek  to  repeal  the  law 
upon  which  the  order  is  based,  and  which  gave 
authority  for  issuing  the  order.  If  the  order  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  been  issued 
in  pursuance  of  law,  the  order  itself  is  of  no 
effect ;  and  any  resoliition  which  we  could  pass, 
rescinding  sndi  an  order,  would  be  alike  mef- 
ffaotoaL 

If  the  Secretary  had  the  legai  power  to  send 
forth  the  order,  it  is  beyond  f£e  legislative  con- 
trol of  Congress.  If  the  Secretary,  or  the  Pres- 
ident, through  the  Secretary,  had  the  right  to 
promulgate  the  circular,  he  may  be  answerable 
tor  the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  that  right ; 
but  the  act  cannot  itself  be  r^ealed  by  anyleg- 
islation  of  Congress. 

If  the  Secretary  had  not  the  autnority,  the 
powerj  the  right  to  issue  the  order,  then  the 
order  itself  is  perfectly  nugatory. 

The  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of 
the  Qovemment,  The  Senate  can  have  no 
more  power  over  the  rightful  acts  of  that  branch 
of  the  GoTemment,  thaa  it  has  over  an  wder 


of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea,  or  an  order  of 
the  Judiciary. 

One  branch  of  the  Government,  ezercisiog 
its  powers  and  its  dataes  within  the  constitution 
and  the  law,  camiot  have  its  acts  rescinded  and 
set  at  nought  by  the  action  of  any  other  branch 
of  the  Government 

If  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law^ 
the  mode  proposed  to  get  rid  of  it  is  objection- 
able, and,  in  my  view,  unwarrantable.  If  not 
issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  would  seem  to  me  equally  objection- 
able and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the 
ofScer  should  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amena- 
ble for  such  an  assumption  of  power.  It  there- 
fore occurs  to  me,  that  the  oSject  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  in  view  cumot  be  attained  in 
the  way  proposed ;  and  if  the  last  resolution  of 
the  Sffliator  from  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  direct  eff^  would  be  to 

ftrohibit  receivers  from  accepting  the  paper  of 
ocal  bonks,  under  any  circumstances,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes,  in  terms, 
to  take  the  power  firom  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable ;  and,  should  it  he  adopted,  if  any  effect 
shall  be  produced  whatever,  it  will  be  to  ex- 
clude from  the  offices  of  our  receivers  all  local 
bank  paper.  ThSy  would  be  bound  to  take 
nothing  but  gold  oad  silver,  unless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April,  1816,  is  imperative  and 
obligatory:  and  if  that  b«  so,  the  EtocuUto 
hod  no  autnority  to  restr^  tiie  l^al  operation 
of  that  resolution ;  for,  if  biudinfk  it  gives  to 
the  debtor  ti^ts  which  cannot  be  infringed 
or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the 
order  of  July  11,  1836,  was  unauthorized,  the 
resolution  to  rescind  it  would  be  unnecessary. 
Its  adoption  could  not  prevent  the  immediate 
promulgation  of  a  simihur  order,  in  case  the  Ex- 
ecutive, charged  with  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
shonld  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so.  To 
accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
has  in  view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  it- 
self ;  we  must  go  to  the  law  on  which  that  order 
was  based,  and  in  the  execution  of  which  it  is 

? resumed  that  the  order  in  question  was  issued, 
o  render  the  order  of  no  effect,  we  most 
amend  the  law. 

I  propose,  Mr.  Preddeht,  first  to  examine  the 
question,  whether  the  Execntive  had  a  legal 
authority  to  issue  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July, 
1836 ;  and,  if  he  had  the  power,  whether  it  waa 
a  matter  of  policy  for  him  to  exercise  it  at  the 
time  and  under  the  circumstances  he  did. 

Had  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of 
tie  Treasury,  the  power  to  issue  the  order  of 
the  11th  of  July  last? 

On  this  point  I  con  entertain  no  doubt.  It 
seems  to  my  mind  to  be  clear  and  free  from 
difficulty ;  and  so  far  from  its  being  a  wanton 
assumption  of  power,  so  far  from  its  being  ille- 
gal, it  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
requintiona  of  existing  laws,  and  wliich  the 


Digiiized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBSSa 


«7 


fteddont,  diaived  with  their  execntion.  was 
bound  to  issne  if  be  considered  the  pobUo  inters 
est  demanded  it. 

I  cannot,  then,  conuder  the  order  of  tlie  11th 
Jnly  hist  as  Illegal— as  against  the  material  bind- 
ing provifflons  of  the  resolntion  of  the  80th 
April,  1616.  I  cannot  regard  the  issuing  of  that 
oner  as  enj  assomption  of  power  on  the  part 
of  the  President.  And,  for  anght  I  see,  the 
order  mnst  stand,  nnless  the  President  shall  see 
fit  hima^  to  withdraw  it ;  or  unless  Congress, 
t^its  own  legislation,  shall  take  away  the  foan- 
dition  upon  which  that  order  rests — ^all  pass 
tome  law  that  shall  render  the  ordOT  itself  inop- 
erttive. 

hi  reference  to  &e  pc^ey  and  expeffiency  of 
flnt  measure,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great- 
firerd^  of  opinion  is  entertained  hj  different 
portioiu  of  the  hndness  commonit?.  The  Pres- 
ident  says  that  he  directed  the  issning  of  the 
order  with  a  view  to  tiie  safety  of  the  pnblio 
fimds,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  people  gener- 
ally. No  man,  nnless  familiarly  acqnointed 
with  the  stete  and  condition  of  the  baol»  which 
had  in  deposit  the  pnblic  fnnds,  the  practices 
of  tbose  iostitntiona  with  reference  to  the  facil- 
ities flimished  to  the  pnrchasera  of  the  public 
domain,  the  amoont  of  the  actual  sales  of  the 
paUic  landsj  and  the  means  used  in  making 
these  aeqnistdons  from  time  to  time,  eonld  de- 
tennina  the  policy,  expediency,  or  neceartty,  of 
■Qc^  an  coder  as  that  which  waa  isaaed  on  the 
nth  of  July  last 

The  reasons  which  induced  the  President  to 
£rect  tiie  iasuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are 
^Ten  in  the  circular,  and  in  the  Message,  and 
m  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury. 
It  seems  to  me  they  were  reasons  in  no  way 
omflicting  with  the  coDstitutitm  or  the  law. 
Certunly  some  of  the  very  reasons  had  been 
nrged  by  gentiemen  on  the  other  side  during 
the  last  aearioa  of  Oongress,  To  save  the  pnb- 
Tk  d<miaiii  from  passing  into  the  hands  of  spec- 
nlafora,  to  prevent  an  Improper  use  of  the  poh- 
he  fnnda  in  deposit,  to  chedc  the  issues  of  over- 
trading banks,  and  to  save  the  peofmt^  of  the 
nation,  were  among  the  reasons  wuoh  mdnced 
the  EiuentiTe  to  send  forth  the  ^>ede  oironlar. 
And  these  very  oonsiderations  were  reiterated 
time  and  again  on  this  floor  in  the  oonrse  of  the 
last  season,  in  relation  to  the  security  and  safety 
of  the  money  of  the  nation  then  deported  in 
the  State  banks. 

The  President,  then,  was  bound,  if  the  rea- 
atns  stated  were  founded  in  fact,  to  issue  this 
order,  which  was  to  effect  the  very  objects  so 
much  desired  at  the  last  sesdon — the  safety  of 
the  pnUio  fbnds,  and  the  preservation  of  the 

CUio  dtnnain.  The  order  coold  never  have 
BD  fasned  from  any  political  oonnderatlons — 
torn  anj  desbe  for  indWldmd  popularity :  every 
■an  mmt  have  kno>ira  that  Ita  political  effbot 
voold  have  bera  precisely  that  wnioh  has  been 
■rodnoed.  Higber  ecu^erations  than  a  thirst 
■wpmonal  popnlsrify,  or  for  poUtical  distinc- 
tioa,  mHt  lum  pioniq^tad  the  Prorident  to  hare 
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issued  this  order.  It  was  nothing  less  than  a 
settled  otrnviotlon  that  the  public  interest  de- 
manded the  measure.  He  designed  it  as  a  mere 
temporary  expedient ;  and  it  remains  now  for 
OoDgresB  to  decide  whether  any  thing,  and,  if 
any  thing,  what  shall  be  done  In  rdation  to 
this  matter. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  to 
the  charge  made  against  the  Secretary,  for  the 
course  pursued  by  him  in  the  execution  of  the 
deposit  bill.  I  should  not  have  troubled  tlie 
Senate  with  any  remarks,  had  I  not  wished  to 
avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  speak  of  that 
measure.  I  gave  my  vote  in  mvor  of  that  bill, 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  that  vote  has 
received  the  decided  aanotion  of  tiie  yeomanir 
of  Kew  Hampshire.  The  bill  paned  both 
Houses  of  Oon^ess  by  unexampled  m^orities, 
and  yet  the  mmority  in  the  Senate,  as  w^  as 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  comprise  some 
of  onr  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  purest 
patriots.  The  bill,  as  it  passed,  was  most  em- 
phatically and  most  truly  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  bill  for  tlie  regolation,  deposit,  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  common  treasure  of  the  whole 
country.  There  is  no  room  for  doubt,  with  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  that  measure.  The 
thirteenth  section  of  that  bill,  among  other 
things,  provides  that  the  States  receiving  their 
proportion  of  the  surplus  shall  pledge  their 
faith  to  pay  the  stid  moneys,  and  every  part 
thereof,  from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  Treasury."  Whatever  may  be  the 
practical  operation  of  this  measnre,  it  was  re- 
garded at  the  time  in  do  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regnlate  the  local  banks  having  the  pnblio 
money  in  deposit,  and  to  transfer  from  those 
banks  portions  of  the  common  fand  to  places 
of  greater  security,  the  respective  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  I  cannot  believe  that  among 
those  then  belonging  to  the  Senate,  who  gave 
to  this  bill  tiieir  support,  there  was  a  ringle  in- 
dividual of  the  number,  who  would  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  the  idea  of  taxing,  directly 
or  indir«)tiy,  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  dia- 
trihuting  money  to  the  people.  I  never  eonld 
have  yielded  my  assent  to  any  snoh  prindple ; 
uid,  in  voting  for  the  deposit  bill,  no  Sooator 
could  believe  that  he  was  thereby  yielding  his 
assent  to  any  such  doctrine.  I  hold  it  to  be  sub- 
versive of  the  very  foundation  upon  which  rests 
our  representative  Government.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple is  opposed  to  the  best  and  purest  feelings 
of  patriotism ;  to  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the  ge- 
nius of  our  free  institntions.  I  never  could  have 
given  my  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  distribution  bill. 
This  character  has  been  most  nnjustiy  given  to 
this  measure  here  and  elsewhere.  The  Senator 
ftom  Ifississippi  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  that 
it  is  BO  nndentood  ^  the  great  bray  of  tiie 
people  of  the  States.  Thel^^ativeactof  New 
Hampshire  shows  moat  dearly  the  sentiments 
of  that  State  niOi  r^^rmce  to  tbia  measnre. 
She  has  voted  to  reeeiTO  her  partial  ot  the 
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money ;  bat  the  legislation  of  that  State  has 
most  sacredlj  gnaraWl  the  principal  as  tight- 
foUj  bdonginfi;  to  the  United  States ;  that  while 
she  considers  herself  justly  entitled  to  the  bene- 
ficial use  of  her  portion  of  the  surplna,  so  long 
as  it  ^all  remain  nncalled  for,  she  holds  the 
prindpal  to  be  of  xifAA  the  property  of  tiie  Gen- 
eral GToreniinent  It  is  tme  that  Kew  Hamp- 
riiire  bj  her  act  tUI  depodt  her  share  of  the 
flind  among  the  several  towns  of  that  State  for 
safeleeping.  Bnt  the  State  possesses  the  power, 
by  her  distress  warrants,  to  enforce  collection 
At  any  time,  against  any  town  which  should 
neglect  or  rrabse  to  iwy  when  demanded;  and 
the  pending  act  sabjects  the  town  to  indict- 
ment, in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the 
money  therein  deposited  shonld  be  used  for  any 
parpose ;  and  the  court  are  required  to  impose 
on  such  a  town  a  fine  equal  to  the  part  of  the 
principal  thns  appropriated,  and  to  issue  execn- 
tion  against  any  sacn  a  town^to  be  levied  and 
collected  in  the  usual  mode.  Thns  had  his  own 
State  managed  in  relation  to  this  matter ;  and 
geutlmien  may  be  assured  that  whenerer  occa- 
sion shall  demand  that  any  portion  of  this 
money  should  be  returned  to  the  Kational 
Treasory,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, uut  State  will  promptiy  and  properly 
eomplj  with  such  a  donond. 


WxDsmuT,  December  38. 

Unej^fended  AfpropriaHotu. 

Hr.  Bbhtok  rose  to  move  the  printing  of  the 
document  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which 
had  been  called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had 
oorae  in  a  few  days  ago.  It  was  a  docmnent 
showing  the  nnezpraded  balances  of  appropri- 
ations which  wonld  remain  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  1st  day  of  January  next,  {he  amount  of 
each  balance,  the  object  to  which  it  was  appli- 
cable, and  the  date  of  the  law  by  which  the 
appropriation  was  made.  It  was  the  amplifica- 
tion and  substantiation  of  that  part  of  the 
Pr^dent's  Message  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  in  which  ho  said  that  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,686,062, 
exceeding  by  $9,686,062  the  amount  which  will 
be  left  in  tiie  deposit  banks,  and  which  are 
outstandmg  appropriations,  to  be  met  by  re- 
imbursements from  the  States,  if  the  revenue 
fall  short  <tf  meeting  them ;  and  that  this  large 
amoont  unexpended  was  the  effect  of  the  late- 
ness oi  the  period  at  whidi  the  appropriations 
had  been  made.  This  fbnrteen  and  a  half  mil- 
lions has  been  called  a  surplus,  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use;  and  it  would  seem 
that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were  for 
treating  the  deposit  act  as  a  distribution  law, 
and  using  the  mraiey  deponted  with  them,  as 
if  the  Government  in  reality  had  no  use  for  it. 
Nothing,  he  said,  could  be  more  erroneous  than 
tliis  idea.  This  fourteen  and  a  hfdf  millions 
were  not  a  surplus,  but  appropriated  money — 
i9{ffopriated  too  late  to  be  used  this  year,  bat 
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remaining  appticable  to  its  objects,  under  the 
act  of  1705,  for  two  full  years  after  the  year  in 
which  the  appropriation  was  made.  The  doc- 
ument contains  a  detailed  statement  of  each 
object,  and  in  the  list  would  be  fonnd  objects 
belonging  to  -every  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice ;  and  every  State  would  find  some  objects 
near  and  dear  to  itself,  and  fbr  which  t^e  State 
bad  been  long  solldting.  Amimg  these  objects 
were  the  branch  mints  in  the  South  and  in  New 
OriesDS,  the  castom-houses  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  the  ^asury  and  Patent  OfSces  in  this 
city,  many  fortifications,  roads,  and  block- 
houses, west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  halt  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  and  among  them  the  Cher- 
okee treaty,  on  which  done  the  balance  was 
■$4,246,000.  This  latter  was  a  good  specimen  of 
the  whole  of  these  delayed  appropriations,  and 
illustrated  the  manner  practised  at  the  last  ses- 
sion to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  First, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  tiioi  all  poanUe 
exertions  made  to  defeat  it ;  then  the  appro- 
priation law  under  the  trea^  was  kept  off  to 
the  last  possible  moment,  and  tiien  all  possible 
efforts  made  to  defeat  it.  Hnally,  on  the  2d 
day  of  July,  the  appropriation  passed ;  and  then 
Mr.  John  Boss,  a  tme  coa4jutor  of  the  sunilus 
par^,  went  home  to  prevent  the  Indians  from 
receiving  the  money ;  and  succeeded ;  and  so 
saved  this  fonr  millions  and  a  quarter  for  dis- 
tribution, as  a  part  of  that  unavoidable  surplus 
for  which  the  States  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
herself  is  told,  the  Federal  Government  has  no 
uset  Now,  there  was  some  use  for  this  four 
and  a  quarter  millions.  The  United  States 
would  have  to  raise  it  otherwise  If  she  did  not 
get  it  back  from  the  States ;  for  the  compact 
with  Geor^a,  made  tidrty-four  years  ago.  and 
by  which  uie  United  States  obtuned  Ajabama 
and  Mississippi,  will  have  to  be  carried  into 
effect  And  so  of  every  object  mentioned  in 
the  document.  There  were  above  two  hundred 
of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  each  of  them  into  effect ; 
for  they  were  not  of  a  nature  to  be  abandoned ; 
and  this  head  of  mine,  (said  Mr.  B.,  putting  his 
finger  to  his  forehead,)  this  head  of  mine,  as 
belonging  to  a  member  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, was  now  occupied  with  this  subject,  and 
was  considering  how  far  duties  could  be  reduc- 
ed, and  how  far  they  wonld  haVe  to  be  l^t 
up,  and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must 
be  retidned  to  supply  the  place  of  these  foor- 
teen  and  a  half  millions,  if  the  depodt  act  is 
perverted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a  distribu- 
tion law.  Now,  he  wanted  this  fact  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  the  States  in  such  form 
that  it  could  not  be  disputed.  He  would  there- 
fore move  to  have  this  document  printed,  and 
five  copies  sent  to  the  Governor  of  each  State, 
ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch  of  the  State  Leg- 
islatures, and  1,000  extra  copies  be  BUpplied 
to  the  Senate  for  its  distribution. 

Mr.  CALHoim  rose  to  make  a  very  few  re- 
marks on  the  Tei7  extraordinary  motMm  of  the 
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Senator  from  Kieeouri,  and  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  najrg  on  the  qamtion.  The  Bending  oat 
this  piper  in  the  manner  proposed  would  make 
aa  erroneoQB  impresuon  on  the  minds  of  those 
to  whom  it  wonld  be  sent,  and  would  be  an 
DDDSDal  departore  from  the  ordinary  practice 
of  the  Senate.  Did  not  every  Senator  know 
that  there  was  a  large  amonot  left  in  the  Treas- 
my,  five  nuUioiis  ot  dollar^  by  the  d^osit 
lair  of  tlie  last  aearion,  for  the  pm^KMO  of  meet- 
ing these  balances!  IHd  not  every  Senator 
know  Uiat,  by  the  report  fit  Hhe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnfy,  there  were  three  millions  of 
dcdlars  <Mf  these  appropriations  that  would  not 
be  wanted,  and  were  therefore  transferred  to 
the  Burplus  fond  in  pursuance  of  a  steading 
law  }  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum 
in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
GoTenuuent!  He  knew,  Mr.  0.  stud,  that 
every  exertion  would  be  modo  in  order  to  de- 
feat the  depodt  biU  at  this  session.  He  knew 
well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought — a 
battle  in  which  the  people  would  be  on  one 
side,  and  the  oflBcfr-hdaers  and  office-seekers  on 
the  otba. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eleetion  of  a 
eluqilain.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Qoodmon,  having  re- 
oeived  23  Totea,  was  duly  elected. 


Thcbsiut,  Deconber  29. 

Admitnon  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Gbukdt,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
^Mix,  <k  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  which  was, 
by  ccmsent,  read  twice. 

Mr.  GscitDT  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive 
Ha  tUrd  rea^g;  it  was  but  diort ;  the  facts 
<tf  ihe  case  were  well  known. 

ilr.  Ewcia  otjected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its 
tiurd  reading  at  this  time.  It  was  for  too  im- 
portant in  its  divacter  to  be  hurried  through 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Cxunoxm  joined  in  the  objection.  He 
had  not  looked  much  at  the  question  involved 
in  the  bill,  nor  was  ho  acijaainted  with  the 
facts  of  the  case ;  but,  assuming  them  to  be  as 
had  been  stated  in  the  President's  Message,  this 
was  one  of  the  very  gravest  questions  ever  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainly  one 
which  required  to  be  maturely  considered,  and 
eareAiUy  weired.  He  wished  more  time  for 
T^ectioa:  first,  that  he  ought  more  accurately 
aeoertaiD  what  the  ftots  were ;  and,  secondly, 
dist  lie  m^t  weigh  them  in  his  mind  with  the 
care  they  demanded.  He  presnmed  others  were 
at  like  mind ;  and,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
wi^ee  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  that  the 
farther  cranderation  of  the  bill  be  postponed, 
and  that  it  be  made  Qa  order  of  tbe  day  for 
that  day  week. 

Mr.  Gbcitot  did  not  object  to  allowing  gen- 
flenwu  a  reasonable  time,  but  thought  the  day 
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named  too  distant.  There  was  one  good  rea- 
son why  the  bill  sbonld  receive  on  earlier  con- 
sideration :  the  distribution  of  the  deposits  was 
to  take  place  soon  after  the  let  day  of  January 
next,  and  it  was  desirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass 
at  all,  that  it  i)afised  early  enough  to  admit  the 
Stato  of  Michigan  to  receive,  with  her  sisters 
of  the  confederacy,  her  due  proportion  of  the 
poblio  moneys ;  but  if  the  whole  subject  was 
put  offi  as  had  been  moved,  the  passage  of  the 
bill  mwit  be  so  fer  delayed  as  to  render  this 
impossible.  This,  sively,  was  a  strong  argu- 
ment for  as  early  an  attention  to  the  snbiect 
as  possible.  As  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  they 
were  detailed  in  the  Prendent's  Message,  and  in 
the  docmnents  which  had  been  reported  with 
the  bill :  he  was  fully  aware  that  they  present- 
ed a  case,  in  regard  to  which  the  judgments  of 
gentlemen  might  widely  differ ;  but  the  facts 
themselves  were  few,  and  might  soon  be  told. 
In  June  last.  Congress  had  passed  a  bill  declar- 
ing that,  on  cert^  conditaons  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  IGchigan  sbonld  be 
received  Into  the  Union:  one  ct  which  was, 
that  oertidn  boundary  lines  should  he  assigned 
to  the  State ;  and  another,  that  a  convention 
of  Ihe  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the 
express  poi^ose,  shcmld  express  their  assent  to 
these  conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  the 
confederacy  on  the  terms  prescribed.  The  act 
Gonttuned  no  direoti<ms  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  sDcb  convention  should  be  called.  A 
convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan ;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  reject 
the  conditions  of  admission,  and  communicated 
such  dissent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  On  ffuliher  reflection,  however,  with- 
out any  particular  form  of  legislation,  the  peo- 
ple themselves  had  since  spontaneously  met  in 
their  primary  assemblies,  and  calleda  second  con- 
vention, by  whidi  body  it  had  been  agreed  to 
accept  the  conditions  of  the  law,  and  thns  to 
enter  the  confederacy.  It  was  since  ascertain- 
ed that  fh>m  6,000  to  6,000  votes  for  this  latter 
convention  had  been  cast  for  the  same  mem- 
bers who  had  formerly  decided  to  reftise  the 
terms  of  admission,  and  from  8,000  to  9,000  in 
favor  of  men  of  a  different  opinion.  This,  he 
believed,  was  about  as  correct  a  statemeDt  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  as  could  be  obtained  by 
greater  delay.  The  qnestion  was  cert^nly  open 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter  con- 
vention, on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion ;  but  as  to  the  fhcts  there 
could  be  no  dispute.  It  would  appear,  on  ex- 
amination, that  althoDgh  a  nu^ori^  of  peo- 
ple of  Mchigan  had,  at  the  date  <it  the  first 
convention,  been  opposed  to  accepting  the 
terms  of  admission,  yet,  at  the  time  the  last 
was  held,  on  overflowing  majority  had  been  in 
favor  of  the  measure.  When  these  facts  should 
be  found  and  admitted  to  be  as  stated,  Mr.  G. 
sbonld  gin  his  views  as  to  what  ought  to  be 
the  consequence.  Bat  he  was  anxious  tbat  the 
law  should  bo  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to 
get  her  proportion  of  tbe  pablio  money.  The 
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See^tary  could  not  make  the  dlsbibntioa  oa 
the  first  of  the  month,  as  all  the  returns  woold 
not  then  be  in,  but  he  might  probably  be  in 
drcamstanoes  to  do  so  within  toi  d^s  there* 
after. 

2tfr.  Oai^oun  said  that  no  Senator  was  more 
anxions  that  the  new  State  of  31iohigaa  ehoold 
be  received  into  tlie  confederacy  tliaa  himself, 
or  could  be  more  willins  that  she  shoold  obtain 
her  dne  proportion  of  the  public  money  placed 
in  deposit  with  the  seTeral  Btates.  He  desired 
to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  wonld 
Tary  his  motion  so  as  to  propose  tliat  thb  bill 
he  made  tiie  order  for  Tuenay  next  (Mcmdaj, 
he  presnmed,  woold  Bc&roely  be  a  business  day, 
and  many  of  the  members  might  be  absent.) 
According,  however,  to  the  statement  given  by 
the  gentleman  himself  there  was  at  the  bottom 
of  ttiis  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  the  very 
gravest,  qnestions  which  could  be  agitated ;  bo 
grave,  indeed,  that  important  as  he  conceived 
the  deposit  act  to  be,  he  could  almost  prefer 
that  their  respective  proportions  of  the  surplus 
fund  shonld  be  withheld  from  all  the  States, 
tiian  that  a  bill  like  this  should  rashly  be  pass- 
ed. He  wi^ed,  he  repeated  it,  more  time  for 
reflection. 

Ifr.  MoKBia  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  admission. 
Bnt,  as  the  chfdrman  bad  correctly  stated  the 
act  of  Congress,  providing  for  her  admission, 
made  it  conditional,  and  required  her  previous 
assent  to  the  condition,  that  assent  was  to  be 
made  known  to  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States.  Kow,  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Mich- 
igan had  not  yet  reached  the  President  at  the 
date  of  his  last  communication,  and  therefore 
Congress  did  not  officially  know  the  fact.  The 
first  qne^iion  was,  whethei  the  Senate  was 
compet«it  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  conven- 
timi  a  ralid  act  The  law  reqidred  that  a  con- 
vention ahoold  be  called  for  tne  express  object 
of  expressing  assent  or  dissrait  to  tiie  conditions 
of  reception.  Now,  the  Senate  had  learned 
from  the  Freudent's  Message  that  the  people 
of  Michigan  had  assembled  in  a  convention 
called  by  their  own  Legislature,  and  hod  declar- 
ed their  dissent,  and  had  communicated  such 
dissent  to  the  Pre»dent  But,  after  this  solenrn 
act  by  a  convention  legally  called,  it  seemed 
tiiat  there  had  another  convention  been  gotten 
np  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
acts  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  fomided. 
It  involved  qnestions  of  the  highest  magnitude. 
Mr.  M.  went  on  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
doings  of  the  latter  eonvention  could  be  no 
guide  for  the  lefddation  oS  Congress,  who  ought 
to  aot  joBt  aa  if  no  snch  body  had  evor  met 
He  was  til  c^nniim  that  the  third  section  of  the 
admission  law,  whiob  required  the  previous  as- 
•ent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to  conditions 
preamted  hy  Congress,  was  an  impontion  upon 
that  fwj^ ;  bat  the  owreot  mode  would  now 


he  to  repeal  that  aot  and  toreoeive  the  State  at 
onoe.  The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  the 
hypothesis  that  there  was  an  unsettled  boundary 
line  between  Michigan  and  the  State  south  a[ 
her ;  but,  as  one  of  the  Senators  of  that  State, 
he  considered  the  question  of  boundary  as  fnUy 
settied.  He  was  willing  to  admit  Michican, 
bnt  not  on  grounds  which  were  unfounded  ia 
fact  He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the 
bill  came  up  for  consideration,  move  to  strike 
oat  the  preamble ;  it  was  intended  as  a  key  to 
tiie  bin ;  bnt  it  was  calculated  rather  to  mi^tead 
than  to  gidde  to  the  trae  principle  on  whidt 
the  bill  was  founded.  It  was  posnble  that,  on 
farther  reflection,  he  might  chan^  his  mind; 
but  snch  were  his  present  impressions. 

Mr.  Gbundt  said  that  the  committee,  when 
draughting  the  bill,  had  also  taken  mider  con- 
sideration that  view  of  the  subject  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  if,  on  !^onday, 
the  Senate  should  concnr  in  that  view,  no  re- 
gard would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  late  con- 
vention accepting  the  terms  of  admission^  and 
thus  the  object  of  admission  would  be  attained. 
But  it  was  on  this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred 
the  preamble :  that  Michigan  could  then  never 
claim,  as  a  State,  what  Owigress  had  thus  de- 
cided against  And,  as  there  was  an  inveterate 
controversy  between  IGehinu  uid  Ohio,  he 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  mnd  Michigan,  so 
that  under  no  pretext  conid  she  set  np  a  cuum 
to  a  section  of  country  belon^g  to  Ohio.  If 
the  preamble  should  be  stricken  out,  the  sub- 
ject would  be  more  open  to  controversy  than 
if  it  should  be  retwned.  Mr.  G.  believed  that, 
by  the^  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  estoj^ed 
from  coming  forward  and  claiming  any  thing. 
It  was  merely  on  this  ground  that  he  was  io 
favor  of  retaining  the  preamble.  But,  to  ob- 
viate objections,  he  was  willing  that  the  bill 
shonld  be  postponed,  and  mode  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next 

Mr.  BvoHASAiT  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  oocasim  to  discnss  the 
merits  of  the  oill  which  had  been  reptxtei: 
nor  did  he  purpose  to  enter  on  its  discns^on ; 
but,  as  other  gentiemen  had  briefly  stated  their 
opinions  on  the  subject,  he  should  in  like  man- 
ner state  what  was  his  own  view  of  the  matter. 
He  did  not  consider  the  snbject  of  the  bill  as 
peculiarly  grave  or  difficult,  save  as  it  was  al- 
ways a  grave  question  whether  a  new  State 
^onld  be  received  into  the  Union.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  admission  act,  which  had  passed 
last  year,  was  very  plain  to  him,  so  much  so, 
indeed,  that  he  had  expected  the  Pre^dent 
wonld  have  issued  his  proclamation  at  race, 
without  referring  the  question  to  Congress  far 
deoinon.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  ob- 
served tiiat  it  contained  no  provision  requiring 
any  ledalative  action  on  the  part  of  Ifiohigan, 
to  authorize  a  convention  of  the  people.  It 
would  have  been  improper  that  it  should.  He 
in^sted  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  conrention 
q>ontaaeoa8ly|  without  an;  appUcatitHi  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Dtamta,  IBM.]  AdKuriait    MieUffim.  [Snum 


L^iflUtare  about  the  matter ;  and  if  they  had 
doDO  so,  the  onlj  qaesticm  was  whether  snoh 
eonTentkm  had  dedded  to  aecept  the  oon^tioDa 
ct  admuBion  whidi  OongresB  had  (ver  j  proper- 
ly, in  ioB  judgment)  xv^red.  He  beUeved  it 
ud:  and  the  ease  was  ther^re  very  plun. 
He  imdMstood  there  had  been  more  votes,  by 
8,000  on  both  rides,  ^ven  in  thia  latter  than  in 
the  first  ooaveDtion ;  and  no  matter  how  many 
ansnooeBsAil  attempts  had  previously  bew  made, 
if  tlidr  oonsent  had  at  last  been  given,  there 
was  an  end  of  the  matter ;  they  were  dearly 
entitled  to  admisaon.  He  shonld  not  enter  on 
the  argument,  but  merely  threw  out  his  opinion, 
which  he  should  be  ready,  at  the  pwMT  time, 
to  enforce  with  what  Intle  power  be  m^t 
command. 

Mr.  Ewnvo  concurred  with  his  coDeagne  (Mr. 
Uobxib)  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention 
held  in  Miefaimn  was  altogether  illegal  and  nn- 
wthorized.  He  saw  in  it  nothing  which  was 
eDtiU«d  to  be  called  a  otatvention  m  the  people. 
He  was  tlso  oppoaed  to  the  meanAle  of  tiie 
bin.  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itself^  and 
could  not  say  what  might  be  his  opinion  of  it, 
sbonld  tiie  preamble  be  stricken  oat;  bnt  how 
much  soever  it  might  operate  as  an  estoppel 
to  tiie  new  State  of  Michigan  from  ever  here- 
after mooting  again  the  vexed  qnestion  of  her 
boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  having 
that  est<^>pel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a 
mere  fiction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  the  admission  act, 
to  show  ibo  conditions  of  admission.]  Now, 
did  any  one  suppose  that  it  was  a  folfiiment  of 
this  eonditico  for  the  people  to  rise  up  in  their 
primary  assemblies,  without  I^al  organization 
or  dvii  authority,  and  dedare  their  assent  to 
the  eoadittons  of  admission  f  Was  sodety  thus 
to  be  reduced  to  its  elements,  and  was  it  to  act 
without  social  oi^anization  ?  The  act  of  Con- 
gress had  rect^ized  no  snch  principle ,  it  had 
recognixed  Uie  principle  of  social  organization ; 
and  to  hold  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  such  on 
assemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the 
name  of  a  oonvention  of  the  people,  was,  in 
his  judgment,,  so  strange  as  to  amount  almost  to 
an  absurdity.  Interested  or  not,  he  thonght,  in 
an  fiumees,  the  estoppel  effected  by  soch  an 
act  of  assent  ought  not  to  be  accepted  and 
held  bln^ng.  It  was  based  npon  an  act  that 
was  wholly  void.  It  was  said,  indeed,  that  a 
m^rai^  of  the  pe<q>le  hod  voted-;  but  where 
was  (he  evidence  of  any  nvnlar  social  oi^ani- 
ation  in  the  convention  1  what  guarantee  ^d 
Oougrees  possess  that  it  had  been  convmed  ao- 
eordug  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ?  Who 
voted  f  Who  notified  the  people  at  large  of  the 
time  juid  place  of  meeting  ?  Did  the  people  all 
eonsAit  to  BQch  time,  and  such  place  f  It  wa^ 
at  least,  not  probable  they  did«  The  people  of 
this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  to 
some  regnlar  and  reoognized  authority  in  all 
tbeir  proceedings.  A,  B,  and  C,  in  a  particular 
county,  declaring  that  they  would  meet  to  con- 
tider  this  public  question,  did  not  lay  the  basis 
of  a  ooaventicffi.  Bow  had  the  deotion  of 


members  of  the  convention  been  conducted! 
Who  had  been  the  jad^  of  election  ?  hod  tiiey 
been  sworn !  if  so,  their  oath  must  have  been 
extrajudicial.  And  who  had  been  permitted  to 
vote  f  It  had  been  Bud,  there  were  two  thou- 
sand more  votes  givoL  on  either  ride  than  in 
the  first  convention.  That  that  number 
votes  had  been  counted  be  did  not  doubt;  but 
where  was  the  evidraice  that  they  bad  been 
nven  ?  Ko  warrant,  or  qualifications  of  voterc, 
had  been  alluded  to.  Mjt.  E.  hod  no  objection 
to  the  admission  of  Michigan,  but  let  it  t>e  done 
regularly,  and  in  a  proper  manner ;  and  let 
nothing  like  trick  be  practised  npon  the  people 
of  the  new  State,  by  an  estoppel  improperly 
obtrined  against  their  claims. 

Mr.  Momus  was  very  tbankfd  for  information 
that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  par- 
ties stood  in  the  discnssicm.  He  understood  Uie 
gentieman  (Mr.  Buohanjjt)  thus :  tiiat  all  whitdi 
was  r«[uired  of  the  people  of  2Ccbigan  was 
that  they  should  choose  a  oonventionf  and  that 
snoh  oonvention  should  assent  to  the  act  of  ad- 
misrion.  The  gentieman  even  went  fhrther ;  if 
one  convention  had  failed,  the  people  might 
choose  another,  and  so  go  on  iiffinitum. 
This  doctrine,  Hr.  M.  thought,  went  directly 
to  dissolve  the  whole  elements  of  society,  and 
to  destroy  all  tiie  obligations  of  law.  It 
amounted  to  this :  that  if  an  act  of  Congress 
should  be  passed  for  the  punishment  of  an 
offence,  which  act  required  a  judicial  inresti^ 
tion,  the  people  might,  notwithstuiding,  rtse 
in  an  ori^al  assembly,  and  themselves  indict 
the  punirimient. 

Again :  if  Michigan  bad  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion, it  was  bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution. 
Bat  this  proposed  a^  of  Oongress  would  give 
the  people  of  Michigan  the  power  to  amend 
and  add  to  that  constitution.  Mr.  M.  thought 
that  doctrines  of  this  kind  oaght  not  to  be  tol- 
erated. And  if  such  an  original  convention 
was  proper,  how  was  it  to  be  created  ?  Was 
one  county  to  notify  another,  or  one  intUvidaal 
another?  or  how  was  it  to  be  donef  If  the 
people  of  Michi^  might  act  in  this  irregular 
way,  then  so  might  the  people  of  any  of  the 
States,  and  all  government  and  law  would  be 
thus  already  dissolved  into  their  original  ele- 
ments, and  the  whole  fabric  of  oar  institutions 
would  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And  the  fault 
would  not  be  so  much  in  the  people  of  Michigan 
as  in  tills  proposed  act  of  Ooiuiress.  Mr.  M. 
tbooght  much  mischief  would  follow  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  with  such  a  preamble.  It 
would  be  establishing  by  Congress  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  law,  but  by 
popular  frenzy.  When  the  legislature  of 
Michigan  passed  the  law  authorizing  a  oonven- 
tion, was  there  any  objection  made  to  that  law  ? 
Bat  why  pass  the  law,  if  the  people  might  rise 
in  an  original  convention  ?  It  was  such  a  oon- 
vention that  at  least  accepted  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission— a  convention  which,  as  the  Prerident 
had  informed  us,  was  got  up  without  law ;  and 
the  Prerident  had  therefore  not  iseaed  hia  proc- 
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lamation  of  adndflricm.  It  seemed  to  Ur.  H. 
that  all  this  vas  a  wide  departnre  from  the 
coDBtltntion  and  lavs  of  the  country ;  and  he 
should,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time,  move  to 
strike  oat  the  preamble. 

Mr.  BcoHANAN  regretted  that,  in  expressing 
a  mere  general  opinion,  he  had  anintontionally 
given  rise  to  the  present  discussion.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  who  hud  just  taken  his  seat, 
had  stated  the  gronnd  he  had  taken  in  such 
strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  snpposed  that  if  an 
angel  from  heaven  should  attempt  to  convince 
him  of  the  contrary,  be  would  labor  in  vain. 
That  honorable  Benatw  had  diacovered  that  he 
(Ur.  B.)  was  a  great  latitndinariaD ;  and  that, 
if  the  principles  he  had  stated  ahoold  onoe  he 
admitted,  every  thing  would  ran  to  oonflialon. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only 
legate  for  themselves,  but  execute  justice  al- 
Bol — (he  presumed  by  Lynch  law.)  But  he 
denied  the  jostice  of  any  sncli  inferences  from 
his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the  first 
convention  been  held  t  Not  from  any  power 
given  by  the  act  of  Ck)ngress  to  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  convention. 
Why,  then,  had  such  an  act  been  passed? 
Oleariy  from  the  necessity  of  the  case.  Michi- 
gan  had  been  acting  as  a  sovereign  State,  and 
Congress  had  been  treating  with  ner  teaching 
her  admifidon  into  the  Union.  It  had  been 
Tery  pn^wr  to  tiie  Legisktiire  to  pass  soch  a 
law;  but  the  convention  aasemhied  under  it 
had  proved  ineffectaal.  Oongress  had  acted 
wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  give  validity  to  the  convention.  The 
sovereign  people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  had 
a  right  to  do,  in  this  matter,  just  what  they 
should  please  to  do.  And  even  had  the  Legis- 
lature refused  to  pass  a  law  calling  a  oonvea- 
tion,  the  people  would  still  have  possessed  the 
right  to  meet  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and 
make  their  wishes  known  to  the  Legislature, 
He  admitted  that  CJongress  should  first  be  satis- 
fied that  the  convention  had  acted  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  had  actoally  concurred  in  tiie  con- 
ditions of  admisNon.  Bat,  when  this  was  pro- 
vided, it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to 
re4»ive  the  new  State.  It  was  her  right  to 
come  in.  He  should  not  go  into  the  moment 
at  this  time ;  when  the  bill  came  up,  he  sho^ 
be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senators  from  Ohio 
in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  Bbnton  sud  it  was  imposBible  that  any 
question  could  arise  about  the  admission,  on 
which  every  gentleman  had  not  already  made 
np  his  mind.  The  SQbjeot  had  already  been 
four  or  five  years  before  Oongress.  Mr.  B.  in- 
sisted that  the  question  was  a  mere  question  of 
right— a  right  which  existed  four  years  ago. 
but  which  had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and 
fought  inch  by  inch,  till,  at  the  last  sesuon  of 
OoDj^rese,  the  friends  of  the  admission  had  de- 
termined to  dt  It  oat  The  admission  had  been 
resisted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  history  of 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  be  put  off 
till  U(mdt7,  -wbeai  tiie  Senate  bad  ratlier  occa- 


sion to  sit  at  vif^kt  in  these  ahwt  d^ ;  and  the 
nights  would  be  neoessaiy  for  the  discosrioa  ol 
this  question.  If  all  the  questions  brought  for- 
ward should  be  disonased,  they  must  begm  with 
AdauL  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  ori^nal  conventions. 
There  was  no  necessity  of  postponing  till  Mon- 
day. All  the  time  would  be  Uttie  enough  for 
them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  ^nt  np  within 
them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject.  But 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  shoald  come, 
Mr.  B.  would  come  and  ait  down  in  his  chur, 
and  would  camp  on  this  .gronnd  till  Michigan 
should  be  admitted. 

The  ^sousdou  ended  by  making  the  bill  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Ifondi^  next. 


MoNDAT,  January  SS,  1687. 

Mr.  Knra,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon.  John  MoKiklet,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  serve  for  tax  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  next. 
Ur.  Pbbstok  qrpeared  in  his  seat  to-doj-. 

Zand  BUI 

Mr.  Walkkb,  from  the  committeo  to  whom 
it  was  referred,  reported  Ur.  Out^b  land  bill, 
witii  an  amendment,  sbiking  out  the  whole 
bill  save  the  enacting  clause,  and  snbstitntii^; 
another  whidi  restricts  the  sales  of  the  pnblw 
lands  to  actual  settiers,  and  to  them  in  small 
quantities,  accompanied  with  many  goarda 
agumtt  its  being  evaded  by  apeoulatocs. 

Admission  <if  Michigan. 
Mr.  Gbc^t  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
of  the  da;  be  postptmed,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  bill  to  admit  tiie  State  of  Jitiohi- 
gan  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Calhoun  was  opposed  to  the  motion ;  tha 
documents  accompanying  the  bill  had  bat  this 
mornii^  been  laid  upon  the  tables,  and  no  timo 
had  been  allowed  for  even  reading  them  over. 

Ur.  Gbvkdt  inmated  on  his  motion.  Of  one 
pmnt  he  was  folly  satisfied— that  Uicbigon  had 
a  right  to  be  received  into  the  Union ;  on  this, 
he  presumed  there  would  be  but  littie  difference 
of  opinion,  the  chief  difficulty  having  I'^niect 
to  the  mode  in  which  it  was  to  be  done.  There 
seamed  more  difference  of  opinion,  and  he  pre- 
sumed there  would  be  more  debate,  touching 
the  preamble  concemiag  the  bill  itself;  hut  he 
could  not  consent  to  postpone  the  subject. 
Congress  were  daily  passing  laws  the  effect  of 
which  pressed  immemately  upon  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  concerning  whidi  they  were  en- 
titied  to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  npod  this 
floor,  and,  there^re,  the  bill  for  their  admission 
ou^t  to  receive  the  immediate  action  of  the 
Senate.  As  to  the  doonments^  th^  were  not 
numerous.  The  gentieman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina midit  readily  run  his  eye  over  them,  and 
he  -womd  perouve  that  the  facts  d  the  caao 
were  easily  understood.  Indeed,  tberc  was  hat 
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one  of  anj  ctMisequenoe,  nspeotiiig  which  there 
WM  any  oontroTersy. 

The  Olden  were  po8tp<Miedf  and  the  Senate 
pnoeeded  to  ooosider  the  bill,  as  fc^owB : 

AImII  to  admit  the  State  of  Uicbigan  into  the  Umon 
optmui  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
Wberoa,  in  patsoanoe  of  the  act  of  Congresa 
of  Jane  the  fifteenth,  dghtcen  hundred  and  thirty- 
rix,  mtitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  northern  boun- 
duj  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  And  to  provide  for  the 
ataMon  rfthe  StiAe  of  HkUgan  bito  the  TToion, 
nitm  'Ban  condMons  therein  expreeaed,"  a  convention 
adelegtteSt  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said  State 
of  ]Ii(£igan,  for  the  wAe  purpose  of  giving  their 
Msentto  the  boundaries  of  the  add  State  ofMichi- 
gm,  as  described,  declared,  and  estaUished,  in  and 
\q  the  aid  act,  did,  on  the  fifteen^  of  Deconber, 
(jg^Ma  Inmdred  nid  tbirty-siz,  aasent  to  the  pco- 
TMOOiitfa^Mt:  therefore, 

B»  il  enaettd,  At.,  That  the  State  of  Ifichigan 
shall  be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of 
the  TJmted  States  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union  m  la  equal  footing  irith  the  original  States, 
in  iD  respects  whatever. 

SicS.  Andbtii  ftnihertnaeted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  TVemry,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  thirteenth 
wd  fbwteenA  sections  «  the  not  of  the  twenty- 
ddrd  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  tUr^-dx, 
CfitBM  **An  act  to  regulate  the  depoeite  of  the 
piABe  BMmey,"  shall  eon^der  the  State  of  Michigan 
as  bng  (me  of  the  Umted  States. 

Mr.  UoBSis  moved  to  recommit  tbe  bill  to  the 
Ooanittee  on  tbe  Jodiciary,  with  instnutions 
to  itrike  out  the  preamble. 

Hr.  Cu^im  addressed  tbe  Senate  as  follows : 

To  oaderstand  folly  the  objection  to  this 
InD,  it  is  necessary  that  we  ehonld  have  a  cor- 
rect eimo^ftUon  of  tlie  fluits.  They  are  few, 
mtA  may  bo  briefly  told. 

Some  time  wevions  to  the  last  sesdon  of 
Gowress,  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  throngh 
ite  L^islatnre,  anthorized  the  people  to  meet 
in  conv^tion,  for  the  parpose  of  forming  a 
State  Government.  They  met  accordingly,  and 
agreed  npon  a  coostitation,  which  they  forth- 
with transmitted  to  Congress.  It  was  folly 
diseoaaed  in  this  chamber,  and,  objectionable 
as  the  instnunent  was,  an  act  was  finally  passed, 
which  accepted  the  coustitation,  and  declared 
Midugan  to  be  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Untoo,  on  the  single  condition,  tliat  she  should, 
by  a  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boandsriee  prescribed  by  tbe  act.  Soon  after 
oor  acUoomment  tbe  L^slatore  of  the  State 
of  Uicbigan  (for  she  bad  been  rused  by  onr 
aasNit  to  the  dignity  of  a  State)  called  a  con- 
vention of  tiie  people  of  the  St(^  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act,  which  met  at  the  nme  appoint- 
ed, at  Ann  Harbor.  After  full  disoaBsion,  the 
convention  withheld  its  assent,  and  formally 
transmitted  the  resnlt  to  the  I^ident  of  the 
United  States.  This  is  the  first  part  of  the 
etovy.  I  will  now  give  the  seqnel.  Since  then, 
dumg  the  last  month,  a  self-coustitnted  assem- 
1^  met,  prirf'eflBedly  as  a  conventicm  of  the 
of  the  Stat^  but  withont  the  authority 


of  the  State.  This  nnanUiorized  and  4awless 
assemblage  assame  the  high  function  of  giving 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the  con- 
dition of  admisuon,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of 
Congress.  They  oommnnioiriwd  th«r  assent  to 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  he  to 
tbe  Senate.  The  Senate  referred  his  Message 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  that 
committee,  on  its  own  authority,  reported  this 
present  bill  for  tbe  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  the  facts  out  of  which  grows  the 
important  question,  had  this  self-constituted 
assembly  the  authority  to  assent  for  the  State  ? 
Had  they  the  authority  to  do  what  is  implied 
in  ^ving  assent  to  the  condition  of  admission  t 
That  assent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  the 
constitnmmal  compact  which  binds  these  States 
in  one  confederated  body ;  imposes  on  her  idl 
its  oblations,  and  confers  on  her  aU  ita  bene- 
fits. Had  this  irregular,  self-constituted  assou- 
blage  tbe  authority  to  perform  these  high  and 
solemn,  acts  of  sovereignty  in  tiie  name  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  ?  She  could  only  come  in  as 
a  State,  and  none  could  act  or  speak  for  her 
without  her  express  authority ;  and  to  assume 
the  authority  without  her  sanction  is  notUng 
short  of  treiuon  against  the  State. 

Agdn :  the  assent  to  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress  implies  an  authority  in  those  who 
gave  it  to  supersede  in  part  the  constitation  of 
tbe  State  oi  Michigan:  for  her  constitution 
fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as  part  q£  that 
instrument  which  the  condition  of  admis^oD 
entirely  alters,  and  to  that  extent  the  assent 
would  supersede  the  oonstitntion ;  and  thus 
the  question  is  presented,  whether  this  self-con- 
stituted assembly,  styling  itself  a  convention, 
had  the  authority  to  do  an  act  which  necessari- 
ly implies  the  r^^ht  to  supersede  in  part  the 
constitution. 

But  further :  The  State  of  Michigan,  through 
its  Leg^lature,  authorized  a  convention  of  t£e 
people,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  con- 
dition of  admission  should  be  assented  to  or  not. 
The  convention  met ;  and,  after  mature  deliber- 
ation, it  dissented  to  the  condition  of  admis- 
sion ;  and  thus  again  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called^  self-constitated  assem- 
blage, this  oancns— for  it  is  entitled  to  no  high- 
er name — ^bad  the  authority  to  annul  the 
dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly  by  a  con- 
vention of  the  people,  regul^ly  convoked  un- 
der the  express  authori^  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  State  f 

If  all  or  any  of  these  questions  be  answered 
in  the  negative— if  the  self-created  assemblage 
of  December  bad  no  authority  to  speak  in  the 
name  of  the  State  of  Michigan — if  none  to 
supersede  any  portion  of  her  constitutioQ — if 
none  to  annul  ner  dissent  to  the  condition  of 
admission  regularly  given  by  a  convention  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  State,  to  introduce  her  on  its 
authority  would  be  not  only  revolutionary  and 
dangerous,  but  utterly  repugnant  to  tbe  prind- 
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pies  of*  oar  oonstitntion.  The  qnestion  then 
submitted  to  the  S^ute  is,  had  that  assemblage 
the  snthoritf  to  perfonn  these  h^  uidMdemn 
aetsf 

The  ehidnnaa  of  the  Otonmittee  oa  the  Jndi- 
oiary  holds  tliat  this  self-oonstitated  aaeemblage 
bed  the  aathority;  and  what  b  his  reason? 
"Whj,  tmly,  becanse  a  greater  nmnber  of  votes 
were  g^ven  for  those  who  constitnted  that  as- 
semblage than  for  those  who  constitated  the 
convention  of  the  people  of  the  State,  convened 
nnder  its  constitated  anthorities.  This  argu- 
ment resolves  itself  into  two  qaestiona — uie 
first  of  fact,  and  the  second  of  principle.  I 
shall  not  dlscnas  the  first.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  do  so.  But  if  it  were,  it  would  be  easy  to 
show  that  never  was  so  important  a  fact  so 
loosely  testified.  There  to  not  one  particle  of 
official  evidence  before  ns.  We  hw  notiiing 
hut  iba  private  letters  of  individnals,  who  do 
Dot  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on 
either  occasion ;  they  know  notiiing  of  the  quali- 
fications of  voters,  nor  how  their  votes  were 
received,  nor  by  whom  counted.  Now,  none 
knows  better  than  the  honorable  chairmao  him- 
self that  such  testimony  as  is  submitted  to  us 
to  establish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  wonld  not 
be  received  in  the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in 
tiie  land.  But  I  waive  this.  I  come  to  the 
question  of  the  principle  involved ;  and  what 
is  it !  The  argument  is,  that  a  greater  nomber 
of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention  than 
for  the  first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last, 
of  right,  abrogated  those  of  the  first ;  in  other 
wofw,  Wat  mere  numbers,  without  r^ard  to 
the  forms  of  law  or  the  principles  of  me  oon- 
stitution,  give  autiioiity.  The  authority  of 
iiumbers,,acoording  to  this  argument,  sets  aside 
the  authority  of  law  and  the  constitution. 
Keed  I  show  that  sooh  a  principle  goes  to  the 
entire  overthrow  of  our  constitutional  Qovem- 
ment,  «id  wonld  subvert  all  social  order?  It  is 
the  identical  principle  which  prompted  the 
late  revolationary  and  anarcliical  movement  in 
Manrland,  and  whioh  has  done  more  to  shake 
confidence  in  our  system  of  government  than 
any  event  since  the  adoption  of  our  constitu- 
tion, but  which  happily  has  been  firowned 
^wn  by  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  the 
peoj^e  of  that  State. 

what  was  the  ground  of  this  in8arreott<aar7 
meaaure,  but  that  liie  gOTenunent  of  Uary- 
land  did  not  represent  the  voice  of  the  nameri- 
eal  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and 
tiist  Uie  authority  of  law  and  constitution  was 
nothing  ag^st  that  of  numbers.  H»«  we 
find,  on  this  flooTf  and  from  the  head  <tf  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  the  same  principle  reviv- 
ed^ and,  if  possible,  in  a  worse  form ;  for,  in 
Maryland,  the  anarchists  assumed  that  they 
were  sustfuned  by  the  numercial  m^ority  of 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  revolutionary 
movements ;  but  the  utmost  the  chairman  can 
pretend  to  have  is  a  mere  plurality.  The 
largest  nmnber  of  votes  claimed  for  the  self- 
created  assemblage  is  8,000 ;  and  no  man  will 


undertake  to  say  that  tius  oonstltates  any  thinx 
like  a  m^ority  of  the  voters  of  Uiohigan ;  and 
he  claims  the  hidi  anthori^  which  he  does  too. 
it,  not  beoanse  it  Is  a  m^Joritj  of  the  pecmle 
of  lUohigan,  but  beoause  it  is  a  greater  nmnber 
than  voted  for  the  auth(nized  oonv«itlon  of  ttie 
people  that  refbsed  to  agree  to  the  condition  of 
admission.  It  may  be  shown  by  his  own  wit- 
ness, that  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  Uichigan 
greatly  exceed  8,000<  Mr.  Williams,  the  prea- 
dent  of  the  self-created  assemblage,  stated  that 
the  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  nearly 
200,000  persons.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  leas 
than  from  20,000  to  80,000  voters,  considering 
how  nearly  universal  the  right  of  snfirage  is 
nnder  its  constitution ;  and  it  thus  appears  that 
this  irr^ular,  aelf-ouiatitated  meeting  did  not 
represent  the  vote  of  one-third  of  the  6i»te ; 
and  yet,  on  a  mere  principle  of  plurality,  we 
are  to  supersede  the  consbtntion  d  lUdiigin, 
and  annul  the  act  of  a  cravention  of  the  pemle 
regularly  convened  under  the  authority  of  the 
government  of  the  State. 

Bu^  says  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Buchanan,)  this  assembly  was  not  self- 
constituted.  It  mot  under  the  authority  of  an. 
act  of  Oongress ;  and  that  act  had  no  rcdtiFence 
to  the  State,  but  only  to  the  people ;  and  that 
the  assemblage  in  December  was  just  snch  a 
meeting  as  that  act  contemplated.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  question  whether 
the  honorable  Senator  has  given  the  true  inter- 
pretation of  tiie  act,  but,  if  it  were,  I  could  very 
eauly  show  his  interpretation  to  he  erroneous ; 
for,  u  suc^  had  been  the  intention  <tf  Otngress^ 
the  act  surely  would  have  spedfied  tiie  time 
when  the  convention  was  to  be  held,  who  were 
to  be  the  managera,  who  the  voters,  and  would 
not  have  left  it  to  individuals  who  might  chooee 
to  assnme  the  authority  to  determine  all  these 
important  points.  I  might  also  readily  show 
that  the  word  *'  convention  "  of  the  people,  as 
used  in  law  or  the  constitution,  ^ways  means 
a  meeting  of  the  people  regularly  convened  hy 
the  constitnted  authority  of  the  State,  in  their 
high  sovereign  oq>acity,  and  that  it  never 
means  such  an  assemblsge  as  the  one  in  qnes- 
tion. But  I  waive  this ;  I  take  higher  ground. 
If  the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  saya 
it  is,  thm  I  maintain  that  it  is  nttrarly  opposed 
to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  federal 
TJnifm.  Oongress  has  no  ri«it  vhateVer  to  call 
a  ctrnvention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  but  one 
convention,  and  that  is  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  amend  the  fed- 
eral constitution ;  nor  can  it  call  that^  except 
authorized  by  two-thirds  of  the  States. 

Ours  is  a  federal  republic — a  union  of  States 
Michigan  is  a  State— a  State  in  the  course  of 
admission — and  differing  only  fVom  the  other 
States  in  her  federal  relations.  She  is  declared 
to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn  manner  by 
your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  voluntary  assent^ 
given  by  tiie  people  of  the  State  In  oonveoti(m, 
called  by  tiie  conEtitoted  antiwrity  of  theStata. 
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To  admit  tiie  State  of  Uiohigan,  on  the  anthor- 
)^  of  a  self-created  meeting,  or  one  called  ^ 
^  ^xecA  aatfaoritj  of  Oongress,  pasBing  hy 
tbe  anthorilies  of  tbe  State,  woold  be  the  most 
nRnt»as  proceeding  voder  our  eonstitation 
Alt  can  b«  ooneeived ;  the  most  repugnant  to 
Ba{Mittei^ei^  and  danmrons  in  its  coneeqnences. 
It  would  establish  a  direot  relation  betwerai  tbe 
InffiTidnal  dtiaou  ot  a  State  and  the  Genwal 
Goremment,  in  vtter  subTereion  of  the  federal 
eharaoter  of  onr  system.  The  relation  of  the 
<atizens  to  tbis  Government  la  through  the 
States  exclnaTelj.  Thej  are  snbteot  to  its  aa- 
thoritT'  and  laws  onlj  because  tbe  State  has 
■sented  the/  aboold  be.  If  she  dissents,  their 
assent  is  nothing ;  and,  on  tbe  other  hand,  if 
lite  assents,  tfaeir  dissent  is  nothing.  It  is 
diroagh  the  State,  then,  and  through  tiie  State 
alone,  that  the  United  States  Government  con 
have  any  connection  with  tbe  people  of  a  State ; 
and  does  not,  then,  the  Senator  from  Pmnsyl- 
Taida  see,  that  if  Oongress  can  anthorixe  a  con- 
Tention  of  the  people  m  the  State  ot  Uicbigan, 
widmnt  tbe  aatbority  of  the  State,  it  matters 
not  what  is  the  olijeot,  it  may  in  like  manner 
anthorize  oonventions  in  any  other  State,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  prwert 

Michigan  is  as  mnch  a  sovereign  State  as  any 
other ;  differing  only,  as  I  have  siud,  as  to  her 
federal  relations.  If  we  give  onr  sanction  to 
the  assemblage  of  Decem^r,  on  the  priDciple 
laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress 
has  power  to  call  at  pleasnre  conventions  with- 
in the  States.  Is  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  will  assent  to  sach  a  doctrine  ?  Is  there 
one,  eq>ecially,  who  represents  the  smaller 
States  of  this  IJnion,  or  the  weaker  section ! 
Admit  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  State 
r^ts  wonld  be  destroyed.  Oar  system  would 
1w  sabvCTted,  and,  instead  of  a  confederacy  of 
free  and  sorereigri  States,  we  wonld  have  all 
power  concentrated  here,  and  this  wonld  be- 
eome  the  most  odioos  despotism.  He,  indeed, 
mnat  be  blind,  who  does  not  see  that  snch  a 
power  wonld  give  tbe  Federal  Government  a 
complete  control  of  all  tbe  States.  I  call  npon 
Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so  dangerous. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  system, 
bad  mecedents  live  forever;  good  ones  only 
pmsn.  We  may. not  feel  all  the  evil  conse- 
quences at  once,  but  this  precedent,  once  set, 
will  surely  be  received,  and  will  become  the  in- 
■tmment  of  infiiHte  evil. 

It  wOI  be  asked,  what  i&aU  be  donet  WHl 

rio  reftise  to  admit  Ifiohigan  into  the  tTnimi? 
■mwer,  no;  I  desire  to  admit  her;  and  if 
the  Senators  from  Indiana  and  Ohio  will  agree, 
I  am  ready  now  to  admit  her  as  she  stood  at 
th«  beg^ning  of  last  session,  without  giving 
sanction  to  the  nnanthorized  assemblage  ^  De- 
ecinber. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wishes,  there 
is  still  aaotber  by  which  she  may  be  admitted. 
We  are  told  tiiat  two-thirds  of  the  Legislature 
nd  peo[de  of  Mkhigaa  are  in  favor  of  accept- 


ing  the  oonditions  of  the  act  of  last  session.  If 
that  be  the  fact,  then  all  that  ia  necessary  is, 
that  tbe  Lenslature  ^ould  call  another  conven- 
tion. All  difficulty  will  thus  be  removed,  and 
there  will  be  still  abundant  time  for  her  admis- 
sion at  this  session.  And  shall  we,  for  the  sake 
of  gaining  a  few  months,  give  our  assent  to  a 
bill  fraoght  with  princinwa  so  monstrous  as 
this? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  Is  admit- 
ted immediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  ha  to  re- 
ceive her  proportion  of  the  surplus  revenne  un- 
der tbe  deporit  bill.  I  trust  that  on  so  great  a 
'  question  a  difficulty  like  this  will  have  no 
weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  full  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her 
admis^on.  I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave 
a  question  such  motives  assign^  for  her  admis- 
sion, contrary  to  tbe  law  and  constitution. 
Such  oonsiderations  ought  not  to  be  presented 
when  we  are  settiing  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples. I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such 
frivolous  motives  on  this  ocoamm,  and  take 
nonnd  on  the  grrat  and  ftmdamental  prlndide 
utat  an  informal,  irregular,  self-constituted  as- 
sembly, a  mere  cauooa,  has  no  anthraily  to 
speak  for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  ease  whaU 
ever ;  to  supersede  its  oonstitntion,  or  to  reverse 
its  dissent  deliberately  given  by  a  convention 
of  the  people  of  the  State,  regularly  convened 
under  its  constituted  authority. 

Mr.  GitniniT  confessed  that  be  could  not  see 
any  thing  in  tbe  whole  proceedings  calculated 
to  excite  alarm.  The  Senator  (Mr.  OALHotfy) 
had  told  the  Senate  that  a  proceeding  in  Mary- 
land bad  excited  more  apprehension  in  regard 
to  onr  institutions  than  any  thing  that  had  oc- 
curred since  the  establishment  of  onr  Govern- 
ment. Now,  that  was  the  gentleman's  opinion ; 
but  be  (Mr.  6.)  had  seen  tbe  time  when  there 
was  felt  more  solicitude  with  respect  to  ^e 
stability  of  our  Union  than  what  had  recently 
happened  in  Maryland,  or  in  the  proceedings 
which  bad  been  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it 
might  be  as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  tiie 
facts  and  circumBtauces  connected  with  it. 

By  tbe  ordinance  of  1787  It  was  provided 
that  this  Territory,  and  all  portions  of  the  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  State  of  Virginia  north-west 
of  the  Ohio,  should  be  admitted  as  a  State,  not 
by  conventions  colled  for  the  purpose  of  ratify- 
ing a  prwosal  made  by  Oongress,  but  upon  the 
fair  condition  Ibat  when  their  population 
should  faava  amounted  to  a  oert^  number. 
Michigan,  at  the  time  she  first  applied  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  possessed  a  population 
of  one-third  more  than  was  required  by  tbe  or- 
dinuice  of  1787.  But  he  should  state  that,  be- 
fore asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to 
do,  she  called  a  convention,  and  framed  a  con- 
stitution. The  General  Gkivemment  had  at 
that  time  a  right  (withont  prescribing  tbe  terms 
to  be  found  in  the  act  of  the  ad  March,  1886) 
to  receive  her  into  the  Union.  But  what  did 
Congress  do  ?  Did  they  oxnply  with  her  re- 
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qaest,  or  with  the  terms  of  the  ordinanoet  Na 
OoD^-ess  prescribed  di&rent  provimons  from 
any  to  be  foniid  in  the  ordinance.  "NoWy  ac- 
cording to  the  view  he  took  of  the  Babject,  this 
aorereign  and  independent  State,  having  the 
same  right  to  be  represented  on  that  floor  as 
South  Carolina  or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  long 
time  kept  knocking  at  the  doors  of  Congress,  and 
still  they  were  shnt  against  them.  He  woold, 
having  Biud  this  much,  say  nothing  fiirther  on 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

At  the  last  session,  and  for  some  ses^ons 
previous  to  that,  a  very  serious  controversy  had 
arisen  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Terri- 
toiy  of  Hichigan.  What,  he  asked,  did  Ooa- 
gresB  do,  In  its  great  dedre.to  see  tranquillity 
and  harmcmy  restored  between  them  ?  It  pass- 
ed the  act  1886.  And  yet  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  ^r.  i:wiN«)  now  wanted  to  see  no  sooh 
provision  as  that  conttdned  in  the  act  of  1686, 
and  which  he  (Mr.  Gbtjndt)  believed  to  have 
been  placed  there  by  the  committee  in  the 
proper  dischat^  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them. 

[Mr.  EwiKo  explained.  I  contended  for  the 
third  section.  I  thought  it  of  no  importance 
then,  nor  do  I  now.] 

Hr.  Gbcndt  resumed.  He  was  speaking  of 
the  Senator's  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill, 
or  oihw  bills,  which  were  iutroducei  to  fix  the 
northwn  boundary  of  the  State  of  Oliio ;  and 
before  that  was  accomplished  Senators  indsted 
that  Utc^an  oonld  not  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  TPell,  what  was  the  olfjection  now  to 
her  admission  ?  None  that  he  could  see.  But 
when  tike  Senate  came  to  pass  tlUs  act  of  ad- 
nussion,  they  put  in  this  section ; 

*'  That,  as  a  compUance  mitii  the  ftrndameutal  con- 
dition of  admiBBion  contained  in  the  last  preceding 
eection  of  this  act,  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State 
of  Hlcfaigan,  as  in  that  sectioQ  described  declared, 
and  estiwlished,  shall  reoeire  the  assent  of  a  con- 
Tmttm  (tf  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  s^d 
State,  for  tiie  sole  purpose  <tf  giving  the  aaaent 
herdn  required,"  && 

Kow,  that  was  the  prorisioa  to  which  this 
preamble  has  a  re£»aice.  Did  that  secUon 
say  that  the  L^^sUtive  Assembly  of  Hidiigan 
flbonld  call  a  oonvention  to  decide  on  the  anb- 
|eot?  Not  a  word  did  it  contain  to  Oiat  effect. 
Did  the  constitution  of  Hichigan  authorize  the 
calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Leg- 
ialatnref  Kot  a  word  did  the  constitution 
contain  on  the  subject  ?  Bat  the  Legislature 
did  call  a  convention,  and  tbey  refused  to  assent 
to  the  conditions  contiuned  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. 

Now,  to  judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend 
putting  a  legal  construction  on  the  section,  that 
the  intervention  of  the  Legislature  should  be 
necessary,  let  him  aappose  that  the  Legislature 
should  refuse  to  act,  and  consequent^  call  no 
oonvention,  and  the  people  of  Ifichigan  had 
risen  np  una  wee,  and  given  their  assent  to  the 
meeting  in  convention,  would  gentiemen  have 
siud  "uie«aiT6ttti(Bimn8tbeoiul6dbytheLeg- 
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isiatoret"  Kow,  tiiis  was  the  orasent  of  the 
people  of  Hichigan— of  tbe  popolation  entitJed 
to  vote,  reuding  there.  And  snail  the  LegisU; 
ture  of  that  State  have  the  power  to  refuse  or 

Ct  that  which  the  people  may  demand  on  bo 
trtant  a  subject  as  this  ?  It  seemed  to  him 
.it  ought  not  to  be  required ;  and,  therefore^ 
the  conclusion  he  drew  ftom  the  question  vda, 
ihat  the  people  bave  a  right  to  convoke  their 
assemblies,  the  delegates  from  which  have  a 
right  to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  Uiey 
deem  proper,  ratify  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  Congress.  If  he  were  right  in  that  ooncln- 
sion,  then  tbe  preamtde  was  oorrect;  and  if 
wrong,  it  ought  to  be  stnu^  oat  He  ftit  no 
coaeeta  in  r^ard  to  this  brancii  of  the  subjetA 
at  alL  He  waa  free  to  admit  that,  withont  the 
preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill 
Bat  for  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  18S6,  let 
him  tell  the  Senate,  Michigan  would  have  been 
represented  here,  and  in  the  other  House,  Ions 
ago.  "Well,  now  the  people  have  been  called 
upon  in  tiieir  primary  capacity,  and  have  given 
their  assent  to  the  conations  of  Congress,  vhj 
«hould  liie  Senate  cause  further  deXsy  in  ad- 
mitting her  f  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  said  it  would  not  take  long  to  have  another 
convention.  He  (Mr.  G.)  admitted  it;  bat 
every  moment  did  her  injury.  Senators  were, 
by  delay,  Tiotating  a  greater  principle  than  thit 
of  whidi  Qi»  gentleman  liad  spoken.  It  was  a 
greater  infrttddon  of  prindple  than  any  known 
to  free  gOTemment. 

He  admitted,  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  testimony  establishing  the 
fact  of  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  was 
<Mf  great  importance,  and  in  this  esse  not  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rules  of  legality ;  yet  the 
testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  Legis- 
latures would  not  refuse  to  act  upon  it,  al- 
thougli  courts  of  jusUoe  would  reject  it,  becanse 
not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths  of  witnesses. 
But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts  upon 
testimony  not  on  oath,  but  for  which  the  state- 
ments of  men  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  hoa- 
est^gaaranteed  thdr  truth! 

What,  he  asked,  was  tiie  amount  of  the  te»* 
timony  prodooedt  Why,  that  between  fire 
and  rix  tnonund  Totes  were  given  at  the  election 
of  members  for  tiie  convention  in  September  last, 
and  that  from  eight  to  nine  tiionsand  were  given 
for  the  delegates  who  formed  the  oonveutiou  in 
December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling  upon 
the  people  of  Michigan?  It  wastoknow  whetner 
they  were  willing  to  come  into  the  Union  on 
the  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1836.  They  have  answered,  and  given 
their  assent  In  one  county  there  was  ^ven  at 
the  first  election  for  the  delegates  who  wore 
elected,  180  votes  of  a  nu^ority.  These  dele- 
gates constituted  the  minority  in  the  first  con- 
vention ;  and  by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Mich- 
igan was  refused.  At  tlie  first  election,  about 
1,700  votes  were  (»Bt,  including  both  parties. 
At  the  last  eleotimi,  1,900  votes  were  given  m 
&r(H>of  the  assenting  party  akna.  Thewhcde 
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thiog  was  changed,  and  mtist  have  been  dumg- 
ed     the  rerolation  ttf  opioion. 

Tithoot  going  fhrtlier  into  the  Babjeot,  he 
nnted  the  Senator  from  Sontli  Garolina  to  in- 
fonn  the  Senate  how  he  woold  do  Justice  to  the 
lieople  of  Hiehigan ;  and,  farther,  now  the  paa- 
Mge  of  the  bill  was  to  be  obtained  in  anj  form, 
Woold  be  send  the  people  back  again  to  a  con- 
mtlMi  f  The  delaj  was  nnnecessarj,  and  ob- 
jections wonld  be  nude  of  a  similar  obaraeter. 
why  shonld  the  Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill, 
the  preamble  being  stmck  ont.  What  difiSonlty 
was  there  in  itf  For  his  (Mr.  O.'s)  part,  he 
could  not  see  anj.  He  contended  that  there 
Tss  nothing  of  a  political  character  in  this 
matter,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other ;  there- 
fiire,  it  was  fairljr  on  principle  that  a  difference 
of  (minion  oonld  be  said  to  exist.  In  answer  to 
tiie  inqniry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
**Can  Congress  call  a  convention  in  a  State?" 
he  answered,  "  No  I  "  nor  did  it  in  this  instance ; 
neither  does  the  preamble  or  bill  give  snch  a 
power,  nor  imply  it  He  wonld  oonolnde  his 
remarlcs  hry  mwuv  declaring  that,  whether  the 
I»eamUe  shonld  be  strioken  fyom  tha  bill  op 
not,  he  woold  Tote  fin:  ik 

TirssDi.T,  January  8. 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  oonrideration  of  the 
Idn  deduing  the  admiarion  into  the  Unlrai  of 

The  Stata  of  Michigan. 

The  qnestion  pending  was  on  a  motion  made 
yesterday  by  Hr.  Honms  to  strike  out  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  This  motion  Kr.  M.  now 
varied,  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  pre- 
amUe,  (recapitnlating  the  mooeedings  in  Mich- 
igan nnoer  the  act  of  the  last  seesion  of  Oon- 
gresa  fbr  the  admission  of  the  State,)  whioh 
mo^lieatifm  he  was  denrons  of  trying  before 
the  qtwation  shooldbo  taken  on  striking  ont 
the  preamble. 

Hj.  Ewiko,  of  Ohio,  sud :  To  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  I  have  no  other  objection 
than  that  which  I  stated  at  the  last  session, 
viz :  that  I  feel  relactant  to  admit  a  new  State 
into  ^e  Union,  unless  she  come  in  r^olarly, 
in  accordance  with  a  law  of  Coogreas  previons- 
ly  enacted. 

Bot  I  waived  this  objection  in  the  case  of 
Arkansas,  becanse  a  precedent  had  been  set  by 
the  admisnon  ot  Michigan  at  the  last  session. 
Still,  however,  I  think  it  wrong;  the  praotieo 
b  loose,  irr^nlar,  and  calculated  to  lead  to  bad 
emnaqnenoea.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
that  in  tin  |MVeent  qbotlMi,  in  any  of  its  forms, 
the  St^  of  Ohio  has  no  interest  whatever ; 
none  in  the  preamble,  none  in  the  hill  itself, 
nve  that  intwest  whidi  she  shares  in  common 
with  all  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy ; 
and,  in  voting  on  this  qnestion,  I  shall  vote  pre- 
cisely 88  if  Obk>  were  the  most  distant  State  in 
fte  Union  from  Michigan,  instead  of  being  sep- 
arated from  it  cmly  by  a  boundary  line^  which 
fiae  was  oaee  disrated. 


[foiuxa. 

On  this  subject  my  coUeatfue  and  myself  en- 
tirely concor.  Indeed,  we  nave  from  the  first 
diffsrod  hut  little  in  oar  opioion  as  to  the  con- 
troversy lately  pending  between  our  State  and 
Michigan ;  but  we  here  concur  entirely  as  to 
tiie  effect  of  this  preamble  npon  her,  and  we 
may  fairly  assume  that  we  speak  the  opinion 
and  feelings  of  the  State  on  that  point  We 
hold  this  preamble  nntme  in  fact,  of  most 
dangerous  tendency.  Our  State^  for  whose 
benefit  gentiemen  profess  to  have  inserted  it^ 
has.no  interest  in  the  thing.  Bhe  does  not  ask 
for  it ;  and  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  how 
deep  and  vital,  she  would  not  consent  that  that 
interest  should  be  subserved  by  stating,  ia  a 
solemn  act  of  legislation,  that  which  is  untrue. 

Permit  me  to  reiterate  that  there  exists  at 
this  moment  no  controversy  whatever  between 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  nor  does  there  exist,  at 
least  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  the 
lightest  feeling  of  enmity  toward  their  neigh- 
boiing  fellow-citizens.  There  is  no  such  feelkg 
there;  and  I  well  know  the^e  is  none  here. 
The  controversy  whioh  once  agitated  and  excit- 
ed tiiem  Is  now  settled.  Oongress,  by  its  act, 
has  assented  to  the  boundary  daimed  by  Ohio 
in  1808,  before  Mchigan  was  erected  into  a 
Territory ;  and  anlees  the  act  of  1805  is  irrevo- 
cable, there  can  never  a^n  be  any  controvert 
betweoi  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  m 
boondary.  If  it  is  pronounced  irrevocable,  tiien 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Oongress  to  modify  or 
touch  it,  and  the  lionndary  therein  specified  will 
be  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  the 
tme  boundary.  But  if  that  act  is  not  irrevoca- 
ble, we  are  so  affected  by  it  that  it  never  can 
be  revived  against  Ohio. 

Bnt  I  said  the  preamble  to  this  bill  asserts 
what  is  not  a  fiact  I  shall  endeavor  to  make 
that  pouticm  good.  "What  ia  its  language  i 

**  Whereas,  in  parsnance  <^  the  act  of  Oongress  ot 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  wty-iix, 
entitled  *  An  act  to  establish  the  northan  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admt^ 
ffiOQ  of  the  State  of  Hichigan  into  the  UoioQ,  upon 
the  conations  therein  expressed,'  a  convention  of 
delegates,  elected  hj  the  people  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  for  the  sole  pun>08e  of  giving  their  assent 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as 
described,  declared,  and  eataUidied,  hi  and  by  the 
said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  (tf  December,  d^bteen 
hundred  and  tidrty-dx,  assent  to  the  jvovidonB  of 
saidaet:  therefim" — 

^ow,  I  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this 
nreamue^  the  Judidary  Oommittee  meant  to 
declare  that  the  convention  referred  to  was  a 
I^;al  convention ;  that  it  was  such  a  convention 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  act  of  Conj^ress  for 
the  admission  of  ICohigan  Into  the  Union ;  that 
it  was  a  convention  according  to  law.  This  is 
the  fact  asserted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I 
controvert 

The  evidenoe  is  well  condensed  in  the  recital 
which  my  colleagne  offered  as  an  amendment 
to  the  preamble,  and  we  have  it  more  at  large 
from  the  Freeident^  in  his  official  conmmnica- 
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tion  now  on  our  tables.  Front  this  it  appeurB 
that  a  convention^  called  by  an  act  (tf  the  Leg- 
iiilatiire  of  Uiohigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after 
deliberation,  did  rotue  to  eater  the  tlnion 
nnder  tbe  conditions  of  the  act  of  Oongress, 
and  that  their  dissent  was  forwarded  to  the 
Ezecntive.  Now,  it  is  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  A'om  Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Bdohanan,) 
this  convention  was  not  held  according  to  the 
act  of  Congress;  that  Congress  directed  the 
people  to  meet ;  and  that  no  reference  was  had 
in  me  act  to  the  interposition  of  the  Legislatore 
of  Michigan ;  bnt  that  a  enbsequent  convention, 
which,  it  is  said,  afterwards  assembled,  alone 
satisfied  the  law.  The  question,  then,  is  be- 
tween the  two  conventions.  If  the  first  was 
legal,  the  last  was  not.  If  tiie  first  was  not  le- 
then  we  may  inquire  into  the  l^ality  of 
the  second.  Now,  let  me  put  one  question  to 
that  bonorable  Swator ;  I  ask  bim  whether, 
had  the  first  eonvration,  instead  of  r^ecting, 
accepted  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress,  would  he,  in  that  case,  have  held 
that  assent  illegal  f  Would  he  then  have  said 
that  it  was  a  oonventioo  not  held  according  to 
the  act  of  Congress  ?  I  woul^  almost  venture 
to  say  that  he  would  not ;  I  rather  think  tlio 
convention  would  have  passed  pretty  well.  But 
if  so,  what  has  altered  the  matter?  If  that 
was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  convention  which 
assented,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  mode  of  call- 
ing a  convention  which  refused  its  assent? 
Bat  after  the  convention  assembled  by  the  Leg- 
islature of  Uie  State  of  Michigan  (for  our  act 
did  recognize  her  as  a  State,  Utough  I  think 
very  improperly)  had  dissented,  no  attempt 
whatever  was  made  by  the  constituted  author- 
ities of  the  State  to  briog  together  another ; 
none  whatever.  Bnt  an  assemblage  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  meetings  which  are  familiarly  denomioat- 
ed  caucuses,  was  held  in  some  of  the  counties, 
and  mutually  agreed  to  call  a  new  convention. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  after  consulta- 
tion, publish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  is  to 
assemble.  The  whole  matter  was  utterly  un- 
authoiized,  save  by  party  oi^anization,  and  was 
Uie  effect  of  such  o^^ization.  Will  any  man 
^spute  itt  Will  any  man  pretend  that  this 
latter  convention  vas  the  effect  of  a  rimnlta- 
neons  and  spontaneoos  impulse  of  tiie  whole  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  ?  Is  there  any,  the  least  proof 
of  such  being  the  fact }  The  convention  orig- 
inated in  county  calls ;  and  all  the  counties 
but  two  Joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  elections 
for  delegates.  What  evidence  is  th»e  of  any 
iwularity  in  these  elections  Y 

Let  us  look  at  the  papers.  We  bave,  to  be 
sure,  the  act  of  the  convention  itself,  giving  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  the  act  of  admission,  and 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  And  we  have  the  certificate  of 
General  Williams,  said  to  have  been  the  presid- 
ing o£Bcer  of  tbe  oonvoition,  and  the  names  of 
the  delegates.  Bat  there  is  not  any  official  act 
or  dgnatare  of  any  officer  known  to  the  laws 
dther  of  MicUgaa  or  <tf  tiie  United  States ;  not 
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the  slightest  proof  of  their  eleotioa  or  qoalifi- 
ootion.  That  paper,  oontaining  tbe  assent 
Michigan  in  a  matter  so  imporbutt,  is  not  at  all 
authentioated.  Where  do  yoa  find  the  law  ao- 
cording  to  which  it  was  conducted?  Hiere  is 
none.  It  rests  on  nothing.  There  was  a  meet* 
ing  of  certain  individuals  held  at  a  place  called, 
I  believe,  Ann  Arbor ;  and  we  bave  certain  res- 
olutions of  theirs,  which  are  to  avail  agunst 
the  doings  of  a  convention  held  in  pursuuice 
of  a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  whose  acts  are 
ftilly  and  legally  authenticated.  I  cannot  re- 
cognize such  a  paper.  I  must  do  violence  to  my 
own  judgment,  rfiould  I  receive  it.  Even  the 
cbiurman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  could  not 
do  it.  He  called  npon  the  Senators  elect  (and 
whose  admisson  here  is  to  f(dlow  the  pa^twe 
of  the  bill)  to  that  every  ^ins  at  maw^ 
styled  convention  was  well  and  daly  cfntdnct' 
ed ;  and  they  do  say  so,  and  pve  the  private 
letters  of  oert^  individuals  to  that  effect. 
And  they  ^ve,  farther— and  tiiat  I  nnderstaiid 
to  be  the  evidence  prindpally  relied  on— an 
article  from  a  Detroit  newspaper,  stating  that 
such  an  election  was  had,  such  conventiim  held, 
3,000  more  votes  were  given  for  the  delegates 
to  this  last  convention  than  for  those  who  con- 
stituted the  first  convention.  Tliis,  sir,  is  the 
evidence  to  support  an  oManio  law  of  a  new 
State  about  to  enter  the  Union  I  Yes,  of  an 
oi^anio  law,  tlie  very  highest  act  a  oommnni^ 
of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  referring  to  other 
letters  I  and  a  scrap  of  a  newsp^tw  1 

I  am  not  satisfied  that  the  Qoverament  of 
my  country,  or  of  any  portion  of  it,  should 
stand  on  such  a  fonndation.  I  am  not  willing 
;  that  an  organic  law  of  a  sovereign  State  should 
be  thus  made  and  thus  authentioated. 

But  sapposlng  tbat  all  the  connties  of  Hiobi- 
gan  did  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send 
delegates  to  this  last  cooventicni,  and  we  had 
tiie  returns  of  the  elections ;  yet  who,  I  ask, 
presided  at  the  polls?  Who  detOTnuied  what 
votes  should  be  received  f  How  many  vote 
was  each  man  who  favored  the  object  permitted 
to  give?  Who  voted?  Was  it  the  q^WfJ 
electors,  or  was  it  all  the  men,  women,  ana 
children,  of  Michigan  and  its  vi^ity  ? 

Mr.  BuoH&VAH  said:  Mr.  President,  judguu 
from  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Oalhoto,)  this  would  seem  to 
be  a  question  big  with  the  fate  of  the  oonstito- 
tion  and  the  country.  According  to  him,  the 
adoption  of  the  preamble  to  the  Wll  admitting 
Mjchigau  into  the  Union,  as  it  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judidary,  would  entail 
npon  ns  evils  as  numerous  and  as  deadly  a» 
those  contidned  in  Pandora's  box,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  in 
melancholy  colors  the  cruel  destiny  of  o^ 
country,  should  this  precedent  be  estabUsh^^ 
he  concludes  by  saying,  that  in  such 
thia  Government  would  become  "  one  of  "» 
most  odious  and  de^tio  GovemmeDts  that  ever 
existed  on  the  &oe  of  the  earth." 

I  prenme  it  is  attribnttUe  to  my  eolder  ten^ 
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perament  that  I  feel  none  of  these  terrors.  In 
opiaion,  tbey  spring  altogether  from  the 
8eiutor*a  ardent  ima^nation  and  oreatiTe  ge- 
Bins.  Since  I  oame  into  pnblio  lifb,  I  have 
bown  the  country  to  be  mined  at  least  tmofy 
ftaea,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen ;  yet  it  wonld 
seem  that  the  more  we  are  thns  mined,  the  more 
W9  flonrisb.  Experience  has  tanght  me  to  pay 
Bttle  attrition  to  these  dolefhl  predictions. 

The  best  answer  vhioh  can  he  given  to  the 
Senator  is  to  oome  at  once  to  the  question.  To 
state  it  in  its  pl^n  and  nmple  character  will  at 
oDce  dissipate  every  fear.  Its  decision  will  be 
attended  with  but  little  difficulty,  because  it 
involves  no  new  principles ;  and  as  to  its  im- 
portance as  a  precedent,  we  shall  probably 
aercr  hear  of  It  a^n,  after  the  admis»on  of 
Ucldgan  into  the  unirai. 

What,  then,  is  the  qQestlo&  t  On  this  snlject 
oor  memoriea  vonla  seem  to  he  rtrangely  in 
tuAi.  We  cannot  recollect  ftxwn  one  session  to 
the  othw.  I  wtefa  to  recall  the  attention  of 
Benators  to  the  fact.  It  was  deemed  of  great 
importance  at  the  last  session  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  Michigan  to  the  settlement  of  the 
bonndary  between  her  and  Ohio.   To  accom- 
jrfisfa  this  purpose  was  then  of  so  much  conse- 
qnenee,  in  our  opinion,  that  we  offered  to 
Sichigan  a  lar^  territory  on  her  northern 
boundary,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
dionld  yield  to  Ohio  on  the  south;  and  we 
made  her  acceptance  of  this  offer  a  condition 
precedent  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 
We  then  believed,  and  I  still  believe,  that  this 
was  the  only  mode  <^  settUng  forever  the  dis- 
puted boniMary  between  Ohio  and  Uichi^n, 
vhieh  has  already  involved  ns  in  so  many  diffi- 
enlties,  threi^ning-bloodshed  and  civil  war  on 
that  fivntier.   This  was  then  deemed  the  only 
mode  of  obtaining  an  absolute  relinquishment 
ot  all  daim,  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  Uichi- 
gan,  to  tiie  territory  in  dispute  with  Ohio.  It 
berame  my  duty  at  the  last  session  to  investi- 
gate this  subject  thoroughly ;  and  I  had  many 
eonferenoes  ui>on  it  wi^  ^e  then  churman  of 
the  Jodioiary  Oommittee,  (Mr.  Olatton) — a 
man  of  as  clear  a  head  and  as  honest  a  heart  as 
ever  adorned  this  chamber.   I  am  happy  to 
Btete  that,  although  we  concurred  in  opinion 
that  lOohigan  had  no  right  to  this  territory 
mdw  the  compact  trf  1787,  yet  we  also  believed 
that  the  only  mode  of  patting  the  qnesdon  at 
t«st  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own  solemn 
reoognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  For  this 
very  purpose,  the  third  section  was  inserted 
in  the  act -of  the  last  session,  declaring  "that, 
m  a  c<Hnplianoe  with  the  fondamental  condition 
of  admission  "  into  the  Union,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  estab- 
luhed  them,  "  sh^  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  ddegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
■aid  State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
■■SKit  herein  required." 

Shan  we  now,  after  Michigan  has  given  this 
asamt  in  the  terms  prescribed,  release  her  from 
tiaa  oUigatltm  f   Snail  we  now  strike  out  the 
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preamble  by  which  we  recognize  the  validity 
and  binding  effect  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
last  convention  of  delegates,  and  thns  throw 
the  boundary  question  ag^  ogeia.  ?  Shall  we 
ondo  all  we  have  done  with  so  much  care  at 
the  last  session,  and  admit  Michigan  into  the 
Union  as  thongh  we  had  never  reqnired  £rom 
her  any  assent  to  this  condition  ?  1  trust  not. 
And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonidi- 
ment  that  the  Senators  from  Ohio  should  both 
advocate  this  course.  I  have  no  right  to  judge 
for  them,  but  it  does  seem  to  me  they  are  will- 
ing to  abandon  the  only  security  which  we  have 
against  a  repetition  of  the  scenes  which  wa 
have  already  witnessed  on  the  frontiers  of  Ohio 
and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  my  fears  are  not  vain,  let  me 
present  the  state  in  which  this  question  will  be 

F laced,  in  case  we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble, 
think  I  maj  assert,  with  perfect  safety,  that 
there  are  ninety-nine  citi^ns  of  Michigan  out 
of  every  hundred  who  firmly  believe  that  the 
ordinance  of  1767  fixes  irrevocably  the  southern 
boundary  of  that  State.  If  this  were  its  cor- 
rect oonatruction,  St  will  not  be  dented  by  an/ 
that  no  human  power  can  change  it  withoat 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  This 
ordinance,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  to  use  its  own  lan- 
guage, is  a  compact  between  the  oririnal  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  s^d  Territory, 
and  must  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent  Hence  the  vast  importance 
of  obtaining  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the 
proposed  change  in  her  boundary.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claims 
the  diluted  territory  is  as  follows:  "Fro. 
rided,  however,  and  it  is  fiirther  understood 
and  declared,  that  the  boundaries  of  these  three 
States  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois)  shall  be 
subject  BO  far  to  be  altered  that,  if  Oongress 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall 
have  authority  to  form  one  or  two  States  in 
that  part  of  said  territory  which  lies  north  of 
an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through  the  south- 
erly bend  or  extreme  of  Ijike  Michigan."  Mich- 
igan contends  that  Congress  having  deter- 
mined to  form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the 
ordinance  makes  it  irrevocably  her  southern 
boundary.  Some  of  the  most  distinguished 
men  in  ^e  country,  we  know,  are  of  this  opin- 
ion. Can  any  .Senator,  therefore,  bdieve  for  a 
moment  tha^  if  we  now  leave  this  question 
unsettled,  it  will  never  be  tried  by  Michigan? 
Can  we  believe  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a 
deciraon  of  Congress  which  a  vast  majority  of 
her  people  believe  to  have  been  unjust?  Re- 
lease her  from  the  assent  which  she  has  given 
to  the  settlement  of  this  qnestion,  and  then  it 
remains  as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point, 
then,  to  bo  decided  is,  whether  the  ordinance 
does  fix  her  southern  boundary  or  not.  Admit- 
ting it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act  of  Coin 
gress  repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in 
dispute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its 
provi8i(»ia,  and  thus  beo(nne  a  dead  letter. 
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Tes,  sir,  the  consent  of  Itichigan  is  all-impon- 
aat  to  the  peace  and  gniet  of  the  Union ;  and 
now,  when  we  have  obtained  it^  shall  we  cast 
it  away  hj  rejeotii^  this  preamble  >  That  is  the 
qaesUon  which  I  wall  now  proceed  to  discnss. 

Whj,  then,  should  we  reject  this  preamble, 
which  will  forever  terminate  the  dispute  be- 
tween these  two  States!  Becaose,  says  the 
Senator  from  Bonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Galuodn,) 
this  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the 
people  of  Miohigao,  was  not  anthorized  by  a 
previous  act  of  their  State  Le^slatare,  and 
therefore  their  proceedings  are  a  nullity.  It  is 
revolutionary,  it  is  danserons  in  itself  to  our 
rights  and  liberties,  and  still  more  dangerous 
as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  If  this  be 
true,  the  people  of  Uichigan  are  in  a  most  un- 
fortonate  potiti(m.  At  last  sflBrion  of  Con- 
gress, if  we  had  attunpted  to>  insert  in  the  bill 
a  provifflon  to  make  uie  previona  act  of  the ; 
L^^slatore  neoessary,  it  would  then  have  been 
opposed  as  a  revolutionary  measure.  It  wottld 
have  been,  demonstrated  by  fieaators  that  the 
L^slature  of  Michigan  was  an  unauthorized 
assembly,  possessing  no  legitimate  powers ;  that 
it  was  a  body  whida  we  had  never  recognized; 
andj  therefore,  we  cotdd  refer  nothing  to  its 
decision.  In  making  these  assertions,!  speak 
frwn  the  record. 

It  appears  from  the  journals  that,  on  the 
38th  of  January  last,  the  Vice  President  com- 
municated to  the  Senate  the  memorial  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Miehigan,"  on  the  subject  of  tlieir  right 
to  be  admitted  into  theUMw.  OnthemodiDn 
of  Mr.  Hendricks,  this  memtHial  was  referred, 
aocOEwanied  by  a  declaratiott  "  that  the  Senate 
T9axa  the  same  in  no  other  light  than  as  the 
voluntary  act  of  private  individuals."  Mr. 
Buggies  moved  to  strike  ont  this  dedaradon ; 
and,  on  the  yeas  and  nays,  his  motion  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  80  to  12.  Thus  the  Senate 
then  solemnly  determined  that  the  Lef^atore 
of  Miohigaa  was  a  mere  assembly  of  private 
individnals ;  and  yet  now  we  are  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carohno,  (Mr.  Oalhoitn,) 
that,  because  this  very  Lc^slature  did  not  pass  an 
act  to  authorize  the  ntwing  oi  the  oonventjon, 
all  its  proceedings  are  vt^d  and  revolntionary. 
How  will  he  reooneile  this  inoonristency  ? 
l>aly,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  in  a  deplor- 
aUe  condition.  They  cannot  avoid  the  whirl- 
pool of  Scylla  without  being  en^pidfed  in  Cha- 
rybdis.  At  the  last  session,  their  Legislatore 
was  a  mere  lawless  assembly;  hot  now  they 
are  so  omnipotent  that  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State  cannot  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
without  tiieir  previous  anUiority.  Let  ns  pro- 
ceed one  step  farther  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.  The  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  when  first  reported 
by  the  committee,  provided  that  the  assent  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  required  by  the 
third  seoUcm,  should  be  given  by  thmr  Senators 
and  BeiniesentatiTe  in  Ocmgrew,  and  by  the 
Le^datnre  of  the  State.  I  spisflk  from  memory, 
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but  I  feel  confident  I  am  correct.  It  would 
have  been  a  vain  attempt  to  snpport  this  pro- 
vision in  the  face  of  the  vote  of  the  Senate  to 
wldeh  I  have  raftered.  What,  sir,  refer  to  a 
body  whom  we  had  sdiemttly  dedared  wis 
composed  merely  ot  private  individnalB  the 
question  of  assent  to  a  o<mdiUon  for  the  purpose 
of  binding  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan! 
This  would  have  been  as  absurd  as  it  was 
inconsistent.  We  should  then  have  been  told 
that  there  was  no  mode  of  esci^)ing  this  diffi- 
culty but  by  at  once  dispensing  with  every  in- 
termediate agency,  and  referring  the  question 
directly  to  the  ori^oal  source  of  power,  the 
people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
This  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  unanimons 
vote  of  the  Senate.  On  the  1st  of  April  last, 
Mr.  Wright  moved  to  strike  ont  the  provision 
to  wUoh  I  have  referred,  and  to  loBot  in  its 
stead  that  the  assen^  required  should  be  given  by 
"  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peotde 
of  the  said  State  for  the  sole  punKwe  of  givmg 
the  assent  herdn  required.''  Every  Senator 
then  in  his  place  voted  for  this  amendment,  and 
by  h^  vote  decided  that  it  was  proper  to  submit 
the  question  to  delegates  elected  by  the  pet^le 
in  their  primary  capacity.  It  was  thoa  nnani- 
moualy  incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  does  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  CALHOtm)  now  attempt  to  evade  the  force 
of  this  argument  t  He  cannot  contend  that  the 
act  of  Congress  refers  to  any  aoUon  of  the  State 
Le^datnre  as  being  necessary  to  the  call  of  this 
conventitm.  If  he  cUd,  tlie  itot  itsdf  wonld 
stare  him  ftdl  in  the  Ckw. 

[Mr.  CuBouK  here  explained.  He  eaUA  be 
would  not  here  argoe  tne  question  whether 
Congress  meant  to  vaake  a  previous  act  of  the 
State  Legislature  neoeasary ;  but  if  it  did  not, 
the  act  of  Congress  would  itself  be  unoonstita- 
tional,  because  we  had  reot^p^zed  Michigan  aa 
a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a 
convention  in  a  State.] 

Mr.  BvcaASAs  resumed.  I  did  not  mis- 
understand the  Senator.  He  contended  that 
the  act  of  Congress  calling  such  a  convention 
was  unconstitutional ;  and  to  establish  his  prop- 
<»ition  he  said  that  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  call  a  convention  upon 
the  appUoanon  of  the  L^slatnrea  of  two- 
thirds  m  the  several  States. 

Does  the  Senator  mean  seriously  to  contend 
that  the  mere  proposition  made  by  Ctoigress  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  assent  to  a  ohanse  oi  bomidarjs 
is  a  convention  called  under  tJie  authority  of 
Congress  within  a  State  1  Such  an  argument 
woiud  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  you  make 
propositions  to  any  foreign  power,  and  suggest 
that  their  willingness  to  accept  them  may  be 
ascertained  by  a  convention  of  del^ates  elected 
by  the  people,  how  can  this  be  construed  into 
a  convention  called  by  your  own  Boverei|sa 
authority  I  No,  sir ;  this  was  a  mere  ofi^^  on 
the  part  the  Government  of  the  Umted 
States,  to  make  a  baagain  with  the  pe^e  of 
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IGohigaa.  It  presupposes  a  perfect  eqaality,  ia 
this  respect,  betweeQ  the  parties.  They  had 
the  same  right  to  reftise  that  ve  had  to  offer. 
Burr  IQ&7  Tolontarilf  consent  to  your  terms, 
II  they  bare  done  u  this  eaaof  and  then  it 
btoomes  a  ocmtroct  which  oannot  aftervards  be 
lidated ;  but  if  tiiey  had  dissoited,  the  n^^ 
titfioa  would  have  been  at  an  end.  This  is 
what  the  Senator  denominates  a  convention 
oiled  by  Congress  within  tlie  limits  of  the 
State  of  Michigan.  Sorely  no  farther  argument 
on  this  point  of  the  case  can  be  necessary. 

Cwgress  mi^ht  hare  proposed  to  Michigan 
tliat  the  question  should  be  decided  at  the 
pcdla,  by  &  vote  of  the  people.  It  was  better, 
howerer,  to  submit  it  to  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates, because  they  could  deliberate.  This  was 
CDphatioaUy  to  be  the  act  of  the  people  in 
tbtdr  Bovereign  oapaoity.  It  was  a  question 
whether  they  Bhonld  be  Teeeived  as  ft  monber 
inio  oar  great  family  of  nations  upon  the  terms 
wUeh  ve-had  proposed.  It  was  to  be  the 
esUWefament  of  new  political  relations  of  the 
most  importaQt  character,  affecting  them  and 
their  ehtldren  for  many  generations.  It  was  a 
qaeedon  over  which,  nnder  their  own  constitu- 
titoii,  their  servants^  the  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature, bad  no  control.  To  what  other  tribunal 
ooold  we  so  properly  have  referred  tlus  ques- 
tion, as  to  that  of  a  convention  of  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  ? 

There  can,  then,  be  no  oltjection  to  the  act 
of  Congress,  unless  it  be  that  the  people  are 
oot  competent,  in  the  very  nature  of  thhigs,  to 
the  assent  required,  without  the  interven- 
tkft  of  the  Le^alatnre.  But  this  would  be  to 
eoademn  the  conduct  of  our  anoestors.  It 
wadd  be  at  war  with  the  most  gl<Hions  events 
of  our  own  history.  Besides,  the  very  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Michigan,  upon  this  occasion, 
disproves  the  portion.  There  was  no  tumul- 
tODBs  and  lawless  ri^g  up  of  the  people 
aguobt  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one 
nigbt  suppose,  Jading  from  the  arguments 
upon  this  flour. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  regularity 
and  Older,  according  to  the  established  laws 
md  usages  of  the  State. 

Hear  what  General  Williams,  the  presddent  of 
the  eonvrati<Hi,  says  upon  the  suqjeot,  in  his 
coomiunication  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States :  "  The  oonvootion,"  aaya  he^ "  originated 
tliroQg^i  primary  meetings  cn  tiie  cntizens  <tf 
the  several  counties,  in  ample  time  to  afford 
noliee  to  the  whole  State.  Pursuant  thereto, 
the  elections,  kept  open  for  two  days,  on  the 
&th  sad  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been 
beU  in  all  the  counties  exoept  Honroe  and 
Maeomb.  These  Sections  were  fair  and  open, 
and  oondnoted  in  all  respects  as  our  other 
eleetioDs,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  connty 
boards,  and  canvassed  as  prescribed  by  the 
laws  of  the  late  Territory  of  Michigan  in  simi- 
lar cases.  The  result  has  bem  a  decided  ex- 
presHon  of  the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the 
pw|i)a,  approbatory  of  the  rasolation  aidosed." 
Vou  XUL — 6 


Is  there  any  doubt  of  this  "  decided  expres- 
sion of  the  voice  of  tiie  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple 1 "  Can  any  Senator  upon  this  floor  ques- 
tion it?  Has  there  been  a  single  memorial, 
or  even  a  ein^9  private  letter  produced,  calling 
it  in  question  Y  Nay,  more :  has  a  single  voioo 
been  raised  in  Midiigan  agtdnsfc  ent^ng  1^ 
Union  on  the  terms  proposed  t  Not  one,  to  our 
knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  place  the  cliums  of 
Michigan  upon  other  grounds,  it  might  be  done 
with  great  force.  Suppose  we  were  to  admit 
that  their  proceedings  bod  been  irregular,  ought 
that  to  exclude  her  from  the  Union  i  On  uiis 
subject  we  ought  to  act  like  statesmen  acquaint- 
ed with  the  history  of  our  own  oountry.  "We 
ought  not  to  apply  the  rigid  rules  of  abstract 
political  science  too  rigorously  to  such  cases. 
It  has  been  our  practice  heretofore  to  treat  our 
in&nt  Tendtories  with  paternal  care,  to  nurse 
tiiem  with  kindness,  anct,  when  they  had  attdn- 
ed  the  of  manhood,  to  admit  tliem  Into  tiie 
family  without  requiring  from  tiiem  a  ri^  ad- 
herence to  forms.  The  great  qnesticms  to  be 
decided  are,  do  they  contain  a  suffident  popu- 
lation !  have  they  adopted  a  republican  consli- 
tution  f  and  are  tiiey  willing  to  enter  the  Union 
upon  the  terms  which  we  propose !  If  so,  all 
the  preliminary  proceedings  have  been  consid- 
ered but  mere  forms,  which  we  have  waived 
in  repeated  instances.  They  are  but  the  scaf- 
folding  of  the  building,  which  is  of  no  further 
use  after  the  edif ce  is  complete.  We  have 
pursued  this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to 
Arkansas,  and  even  to  luehigan.  No  Senator 
will  pretend  that  th«ar  Taritoriol  Legislalnres 
had  any  right  whateror  to  pass  laws  enabling 
the  people  to  elect  delegates  to  a  convention 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitution. 
It  was  an  aot  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And 
yet  we  have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this 
objection,  and  approved  the  constitution  thus 
formed.  We  have  admitted  Tennessee  and 
Arkansas  into  the  Union,  notwithstan^g  this 
objection ;  and  I  trust  wo  shall  pursue  a  similar 
course  towards  Michigan,  especially  as  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  that  her  people  have  as- 
sented to  our  terms  of  admission. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one. 
Congress  agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union 
upon  the  condition  that  her  Legislature  should 
substantially  change  a  provision  in  her  consti- 
tution tondoing  a  very  delicate  snl^eoL  Under- 
her  constitution  the  Le^ature  had  no  power- 
to  make  this  change ;  nor  could  it  have  beaL> 
effected  withoutalong and  troublesome  prooesa^ 
Bat  Congress  cut  the  gordian  knot  at  once,  and 
agreed  to  accept  the  engagement  of  the  Le^ 
latnre  as  the  voice  of  the  people.  We  have- 
never  had  any  occasion  to  regret  this  disregard 
of  forms. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  President,  to  speak  upon 
subjects  concerning  which  I  should  gladly  be 
silent.  The  internal  concerns  of  the  States 
should  never  be  introduced  upon  this  floor  when 
it  can  be  avoided;  but  the  Senators  from  South. 
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Carolina  (Sfr.  Oalhodti)  and  Ohio  (Mr.  Moeeb) 
have  thought  differently,  and  hare  rendered  it 
BeoeBBar7  for  me  to  make  some  obaerratinis  in 

^'^st,  thai,  I  would  asik.  what  posriUe  con- 
nection can  be  bnMined  between  the  conduct 
of  the  Senatorial  electors  of  Maryland,  who 
refused  to  execute  a  trust  for  which  they  were 
elected,  and  that  of  the  people  of  Hiohigan, 
who  choBe  delegates  to  a  oonvention  upon  the 
express  invitation  of  an  act  of  Congress? 
The  Maryland  electors  refased  to  perform  their 
duty  mider  the  State  constitution;  hat  the 
people  of  Michigan  did  give  their  assent  to  the 
condition  which  we  had  prescribed  to  them, 
and  upon  which  alone  they  could  enter  the 
ITnion.  There  is  as  great  a  difference  between 
tiie  two  cases  as  "  between  a  hawk  and  a  hand- 
saw." Standing  here  as  a  Senator,  I  have  no 
i^t  to  pronounoe  Jndgment  opon  the  conduct 
of  thue  eleotora.  They  are  responsible  to  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  not  to  me. 

The  oHk&t  Maryland  question,  to  which  the 
Senator  adverted,  is  one  of  a  v&rj  different 
character.  It  involves  the  decision  of  the  im- 
portant principle  whether,  under  a  settled  form 
of  oonstitntional  government,  the  people  have 
a  right  to  change  that  form  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion. If  I  were  to  admit  that  tbe^  did  not 
possess  this  power,  still  the  Senator  is  as  much 
of  a  revolntionist  as  myself.  He  admits  that 
it  the  Legifdatore  of  Michigan  had  passed  a  law 
antitorizing  this  convention,  and  fixing  the  tame 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  tuen  its  proceedings 
would  have  bem  regular  and  valid.  Bnt  who 
gave  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  this  authority  ? 
Ib  it  contained  in  the  constitntion  of  the  State  t 
Tliat  is  not  pretended.  Whence,  then,  shall  we 
derive  it?  How  does  the  Senator  e8<»^  from 
tills  difficulty?  Upon  his  own  principles,  it 
would  have  been  a  legislative  usurp^on ;  and 
yet,  he  says,  if  the  L^^atnre  had  acted  first, 
the  convention  woula  have  been  hdd  nsder 
competent  autiiority. 

Now,  for  my  own  part,  I  should  not  have 
ol^eoted  to  their  action.  It  might  have  been 
oonvenient,  it  might  have  been  proper,  for  them 
to  have  recommended  a  partiomar  d^  for  hold- 
ing the  election  of  delemtes  and  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  convention.  Bat  it  is  manifest  that, 
as  a  aonrce  of  power  to  tiie  ccmventiim,  lads- 
lative  action  wonld  have  been  absnrd.  The 
oonstitotitm  <tf  Michigan  fixes  the  boundaries 
Dt  the  State.  For  this  purpose,  it  refers  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  11th  of  January,  1805, 
establishing  the  Territory.  How  could  these 
boundaries  be  changed  t  If  in  no  other  manner 
than  that  prescribed  in  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  it  would  have  been  a  tedious  and 
troublesome  process,  and  wonld  have  delayed, 
for  at  least  two  years,  the  admission  of  the 
State  into  the  Union.  First,  snoh  an  amend- 
ment mnst  have  been  sanctioned  by  a  minority 
of  the  Beoate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
Then  it  must  have  been  pabUabed  for  three 


[JiWttar,  1887. 

months.   Afterwurds  it  mnst  have  received  the 
approbation  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses' of  a 
L^^alature  subsequentiy  elerted.  And,  aftw 
all  these  prerequisites,  it  must  have  becmeab. 
mitted  to  a  vote  of  the  pec^  for  thdr 
cation.  It  was  to  avoid  these  very  diffieidtiea 
that  the  Senate,  at  their  last  session,  adopted, 
by  a  unanimons  vote,  the  measure  whidi  Un 
Senator  now  calls  revolutionary,  referred  the 
decision  of  the  question  directly  to  tlie  mmt- 
eign  people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  c^iac- 
ity.   Then  was  the  appropriate  momeat  for 
the  Senator  to  have '  objeoted  to  this  ooune; 
that  was  the  occasion  on  which  to  convince  ua 
that  this  was  an  unconstitutional  and  Uwless 
proceeding.   He  suff^d  the  precious  momeat 
to  esc^te,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  tell  the 
people  of  Miohigan  that  thw  shall  be  punished 
by  an  exdosion  from       Union,  becanse  they 
thou^t  proper  to  take  ns  at  our  woid.  That 
wonld  have  Deen  tiie  time  to  have  ioBoted  m 
amendment  in  the  bill  requiring  a  previom  act 
of  the  Legislature,  prescribing  the  mode  of 
electing  the  delegates.  ButtheSenatorwasthen 
silent  upon  this  subject.   There  bad  tiien  beat 
no  proceedings  in  Maryland,  such  as  he  now 
calls  revolutionary.   A  word  upon  that  subject. 
We  are  told  in  that  sacred  and  venerated 
instrnment  which  first  proclaimed  tiie  rights  of 
man  to  the  world,  that  '*  all  experience  hath 
shown  that  mankind  are  more  dit^KKed  to  suffer 
while  evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  them- 
selves by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they 
are  aooustomed."  But  suppose  the  case  of  a 
State  whose  coiutitatini,  ori^ally  good,  bad, 
from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  mm  the  cliaogei 
in  the  population  of  different  portions  of  its 
territory,  become  unequal  and  unjust  Bappote 
this  inequality  and  injustice  to  have  gone  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  vital  principle  (^repre- 
sentative republics  was  destroyed,  and  that  the 
voto  of  a  citizen  in  one  county  of  the  State  was 
equivalent  to  that  of  six  citizens  in  another 
county.   Suppose  that  an  equal  disproportion 
existed  between  taxation  and  representation, 
and  that,  under  the  oiganic  forms  of  the  con- 
stitution, a  minority  could  forever  ccmtrol  the 
mnjority.   Why,  Mr,  even  under  such  drcnm- 
stances,  I  should  bear  with  patience  whilst  hope 
remaned.  I  wonld  scdieit,  I  wonld  ni^  the 
mimwity,  I  would  ^>p(»l  to  their  smse  of  jns- 
tioe,  to  odl  a  oonvoition,  under  the  forms  of 
the  oonstitution,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing 
the  grieTOuoes ;  but  if^  at  last,  I  found  tiiey  had 
determined  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entrea- 
ties, I  should  then  invoke  the  peaceable  aid  of 
the  people,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to 
remedy  these  evils.   They  are  the  soorce  of 
all  power ;  they  are  the  rightful  authors  of  all 
oonstitotions.    They  are  not  forever  to  be 
shackled  by  their  own  servants,  and  compelled 
to  submit  to  evils  such  as  I  have  described,  by 
the  refusal  of  their  own  Legislature  to  pass  a 
law  for  heading  a  convention.   Whoever  OMiies 
this  position,  condemns  the  principles  <tf  the 
declaration  of  independenoe  and  of  the  Ameri- 
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«in  RevolaUon.  There  is  not  one  of  the  old 
thirteen  States  whose  GoTernment  was  not 
oaQed  into  existence  upon  these  very  princi- 
ples. It  is  DOW  too  Iftte  in  the  day,  in  onr 
uvored  land,  to  contend  that  the  people  cannot 
diange  ti^ir  forms  of  government  at  pleasure. 
The  glorions  experiment  which  we  are  trying 
in  this  conntry  wonld  prove  a  total  fulnre,  if 
we  ^old  now  dedde  that  the  peoi^e,  in  no 
gitaatioD,  and  onder  no  cir<»iinstances,  can  hold 
a  ooHTentioa  without  the  previooa  consent  of 
tiirir  own  L^fsUdare.  It  is  not  province 
to  say  whether  the  proper  time  for  this  peaceful 
Htkm  of  the  sovereign  people,  in  their  primary 
floadty,  has  yet  arrived,  or  will  ever  arrive, 
fairyland.  That  qnestion  may  safely  be  left 
tD  them ;  bat  I  feet  no  terror^  my  bkof  oon- 
fnret  np  no  spectres  from  snob  doctrines  as  I 
Lave  advanced. 

Mr.  Bbstoh  Mud:  Nominally,  and  npon  re- 
cord, this'u  a  Michigan  question — a  qnestion  to 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union ;  in 
fjftct  and  in  substance,  it  is  now  converted  into 
a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Maryland  question,  to 
arrest  or  paralyze  the  proceedings  agdnst  the 
Dniied  States  Bank  charter  in  the  former,  and 
to  airest  or  panifyse  the  prooeedtngs  in  liiivor 
of  a  ooavention  in  the  latter.  This  u  the  form 
^nm  to  it  yesterday  by  the  movement  of  the 
Senators  from  Bontb  Carolina  and  Ohio,  (Hr. 
O&uemuH  and  Mr.  Mokbis  ;)  so  that  little  Michi- 
gan, whicSk  had  seemed  to  be  the  tmbjeot  of  dia- 
cuRon  before  tbe  Senate,  was  suddenly  found 
to  be  nothing  but  the  tail  to  the  kite,  duigling 
in  ^  air  below,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon 
the  imporing  apparition  of  the  two  Atlantic 
States,  riring  ana  novering  above.   In  this  way, 
the  young  Michigan  was  snddenly  eclipsed  and 
lost  right  of;  and  the  lawless  and  revoluttffliary 
movement,  as  it  was  styled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
agsinst  the  sanctity  of  a  certain  charter,  and 
the  laniess  and  ravolationary  movement,  as  it 
«M  atigmadsedf  In  Maryland,  in  fiivor  of  a 
vrnnuSoa  of  the  people,  became  Uie  engrosa- 
iag  theme  «f  dennnoiation  and  vittqwrstion. 
Graatly  did  Mr.  B.  rejoice  that  tiie  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buohanut)  had  fol- 
lowed no  part  of  this  unhiq>py  example ;  that 
be  had  carefully  eschewed  all  animaaverrion ; 
that  he  had  positively  refused  to  take  any  i>art, 
or  to  have  any  share,  in  disoossing  State  meas- 
ures here ;  and  had  confined  himself  to  the 
daties  of  defence  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
novel  and  anresrive  course  pursued  by  others. 
That  Senator^  first  care  was  to  defaid  a  gentle- 
man  of  his  #rn  State,  Mr.  Dallas,  who  had 
beeo  asswled  here  byname;  and  in  that  he  had 
so  acted  as  to  effect  what  he  (Ux,  B.)  had 
ttonght  to  be  tmpoedUe :  he-had  inoreased  his 
h^fa  obaraoter  for  private  worth,  and  bad  added 
ta      exalted  opinion  entertained  of  the  good- 
MB  of  his  hesirt;  for  this  generous  defence 
was  v<4miteered  in  f^vor  of  one  with  whom  it 
wm  not  his  fbrtnne  to  be  on  terms  of  intimacy. 
He  riiowed  Uie  iqjnstioe  done  to  that  gentleman 
I7  attribnting  to  us  letter  meanings  which  did 


not  belong  to  it,  and  drawing  inibrenoes  as 
foreign  to  his  character  as  they  w^re  to  his 
writing.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  read  that  letter,  but 
not  since  it  bad  been  the  subject  of  animadver- 
sion ;  and  it  might  be  that  nis  knowledge  of 
the  amiable  character,  purity  of  heart  and  pur- 
pose, and  modesty  of  deporhnent  of  the  writer, 
had  prevented  him  from  so  scanning  his  words 
as  to  be  able  to  find  the  deep  mischief  which 
they  concealed ;  for  certwnly  he  had  not  seen 
the  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it.  In  many 
things  he  an*eed  with  him,  especially  in  that 
which  related  to  vested  rights ;  in  some  things 
he  did  not ;  but  where  he  did  not  agree,  it  was 
still  the  msagreement  which  left  unimpeaohed 
the  hirfi  obaracter  for  public  and  private  worth 
wbichjCr.  Dallas  brought  with  bim,  as  a  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania,  to  this  chamber,  and 
carried  back  with  him  from  this  chamber  to 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  B.,  with  as  much  reluctance  as  he  had 
felt  in  adverting  to  Pennsylvania  affwrs,  must 
now  advert  to  the  Maryland  branch  of  this 
qnestion.  It  seems  that  there  is  a  movement 
in  Maryland  to  organize  a  convention,  by  the 
inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  peopl& 
and,  without  a  l^dative  act,  to  alter  and 
change  the  oonslitation  of  the  State.  The 
convention  held  in  Miohigan  is  one  1^  this 
kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recc^ition  of  an  act 
dono  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on  this  floor, 
by  the  friends  of  tbe  anti-convention  party  in 
Maryland,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  favor  of 
the  convention  party  in  that  State.  This  is 
tbe  way  that  Maryland  politics  are  lugged  into 
this  debate,  and  made  part  of  this  discussion. 
Mr.  B.  sud  he  had  often  seen  gentlemen  argue 
one  question  with  an  eye  to  another,  but^  usu- 
ally, with  the  delicacy  of  not  lu^ng  m,  by 
name,  this  other  qnestion,  which  had  no  place 
upon  the  record.  Bnt  this  delicacy  has  not 
been  observed  upon  this  occasion.  Michigan 
alone  Is  tn  tbe  record  before  us ;  yet  Pennsyl- 
vania has  been  dragged  in  by  name ;  Maryland 
has  been  dragged  liy  name ;  and  not  only 
dragged  in,  bnt  made  Uie  principal  subject  <n 
debate,  and  the  most  Virions  dennn<nations 
leveHed  at  a  portion  of  their  citizens.  The 
advocates  for  the  Maryland  convention  are,  not 
incidentally  and  by  way  of  innuendo,  lashed  and 
scourged  here  while  lashins  and  socmmng  the 
Michigan  convention,  but  they  are  singed  out, 
seized  upon,  and  dragged  forcibly  and  riolently 
into  t^is  chamber;  and  then  denounced  in  such 
stylo  that,  no  doubt,  tbe  ijuestion  of  the  Mary- 
land convention  is  considered  as  completely 
oru^ed  by  the  force  which  assails  it  here. 
Be  it  so,  sud  Mr.  B.,  if  the  people  of  sovereign 
States  are  willing  to  have  their  afiWrs  governed 
by  denunciati9n  here.  It  will  oerttinly  he  a 
one-sided  game  on  this  floor,  for  it  was  mani- 
fest that  there  was  caie  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attack  the  impending  measures  of 
any  State,  nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives 
of  the  citizens  of  any  State,  in  acting  as  they 
pleased  on  what  oonoemed  thanselves;  there 
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was  one  party^  at  least,  here,  who  would  limit 
themselves  to  the  just  defence  of  the  absent 
and  the  assailed.  The  Maryland  convention 
partjr,  then,  is  arraigned  and  condemned  here 
for  proposing  to  do  what  Michigan  has  done, 
and  the  act  of  Michigan  mnst  be  stamped  with 
reprobation  hj  Congress,  lest  it  become  a  pre- 
cedent, sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  jnstification  of  the  convention 
party  in  Maryland.   This  is  the  state  of  l^e 

auestion  before  ns ;  and  Hr.  B.  would  4mme- 
iately  proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  argument 
of  his  own,  but  by  example,  authority,  and 
precedent,  drawn  A-om  onr  early  histoty,  and 
from  the  writings  of  the  fonnders  of  tM  republic, 
uid  others  whiui  claimed  respect,  the  act  which 
IGohigan  has  done,  and  wbion  a  party  in  Mary- 
land proposes  to  do.  Ur.  B.  then  read  and 
commented  briefly  upon  Beveral  passa^  from 
the  writings  of  lir.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of 
Pennsylvania,  General  Hamilton,  and  Judge 
Story,  in  his  Commentaries  on  the  Constitntion. 
Mr.  Madison,  speaking  of  the  alleged  defect  of 
powers  in  the  convention  of  1787,  which  formed 
the  federal  constitution,  says : 

"  niey  (the  members  of  the  coDvention)  must  have 
reflected  that,  in  all  great  changes  of  established 
f^eniment,  form  sought  to  ^ve  way  to  subetance ; 
that  a  rigid  adherence,  in  bu<^  coses  to  the  formw, 
would  Kmder  nonunal  and  nugatory  the  transcendent 
and  predoua  right  of  the  people  to  '  abolish  or  alter 
^  Government,  as  to  them  shall  eeem  most  likely 
to  efTect  their  a^ety  and  hi^iness,'  since  it  is  im- 
poflsible  for  the  people  spolitaneoiisly  and  uiuversaUy 
to  move  in  concert  towards  their  object,  and  it  is 
therefore  essential  that  such  changes  bo  instituted 
by  some  infonnal  and  unauthorized  propomtions, 
made  by  some  photic  and  respectable  dtizen,  or 
number  at  dtixens.  They  most  have  recollected 
that  it  was  by  tMs  irregular  and  assumed  privilege 
of  proponug  to  the  people  plana  for  their  safety  and 
happiness,  that  the  States  were  first  united  against 
the  danger  with  which  they  were  threatened  by  their 
andent  Government,  that  committees  and  Congresses 
were  fimned  Sat  concentrating  titdr  ^forts,  and 
defending  tiuSr  rights,  and  thi^  conventions  were 
elected  m  the  several  States  tor  establishing  the 
constitutions  under  which  they  are  now  governed. 
Kor  could  it  have  been  forgotten  that  no  litUe  ill- 
timod  scruples,  no  zeal  for  adhering  to  ordinary 
forms,  were  anywhere  seen,  except  id  those  who 
iriidied  to  indulge,  under  these  ma^a,  their  secret 
enmity  to  the  Bubstance  cmtended  fOT.'*~Fe(Ieralit'L 
No.  40. 

Here,  sud  Mr.  B.,  the  authority  of  the 
people,  in  their  orinnal  sovereign  capacity,  to 
abolish,  alter,  and  change,  their  form  of  govern- 
ment, is  fdXij  and  enresaly  set  forth.  The 
want  of  legiuaitive  aatnoritj  to  guide  or  direct 
them  U  direoUy  vidTed ;  and  some  patriotic 
and  Teq>eotable  citizen  or  dtizens  are  looked 
to,  to  commence  the  informal  and  unaathorized 
proportions  which  are  to  lead  to  a  convention, 
and  to  end  in  the  adoption  of  fhudamental 
changes. 

Sudi  dtizms  are  not  cooddered  by  Mr.  Madi- 
wa.  aa  anarohists,  dlBorganizers,  diatu-bera  of 


the  peace,  despoilers  of  property,  &c,  hut  u 
public  benefactors,  prompted  by  patriotism  to 
take  the  lead  in  a  work  of  public  good  and 
necessity.  Mr.  B.  particularly  noted,  and  read 
twloe  over,  the  concluding  sentence  of  Uiig 
extract  from  Mr.  Madison.  He  s^d  that  Hr. 
M.  was  one  of  the  mo&t  careful  men  In  abstiun- 
ing  from  personalities  and  the  imputation  of 
motives ;  but  here  was  a  keen  cut,  and  a  home 
thrust,  at  the  old  tones  of  the  Revolution— 
^ng  George  the  Third's  men,  the  conservatives 
of  miy  years  ago,  who  were  indulmng  their 
secret  enmity  to  the  real  rights  tiae  people, 
wider  the  mask  of  zeal  for  adheriifg  to  fonns^ 
and  consdentaous  Bcmples  against  acting  with- 
out authority. 

[Hr.  Benton  then  read  from  the  proceedings  of  the 
States  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal  con- 
stitution, that  State  constitutions^  without  authority 
U  UWf  were  <tf  oomnum  oocuirence.] 

Mr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  opinions  of 
the  most  eminent  men,  and  from  examples 
the  highest  character,  that  conventions  were 
independent  of  State  legislation,  demanded  bow 
it  was  that  State  L^p^atnres  assumed  to  have 
power  to  grant  or  withhold  them  ?  He  wished 
to  see  their  grant  fbr  the  exercise  of  this  sd- 
tliorityf    He  wished  to  see  how  it  was  that 
they  who  were  servants,  and  dressed  up  in  a 
little  brief  authority,  undertook  to  govern  and 
direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  an  inherent 
and  unalienable  right  ?  They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  aasumea  a  su- 
premacy over  tlie  people.   Tliere  was  but  one 
way  to  deduce  their  title,  and  that  was  through 
divine  right  I  and  by  the  grace  of  God  1  Any 
thing  short  of  this  acknowledges  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  preten- 
sion ;  so  that  a  Le^ature  which  should  nov 
assnme  to  authorize  the  people  to  hold  a  ctm- 
ventiott,  if  put  to  a  derivation  of  their  own  an- 
tbority,  would  have  to  adopt  the  style  of  those 
kings  of  Enrope  who  h<^a  that  God  has  put 
the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed  them 
with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  pres- 
ervation.   A  legislative  wivice,  counsel,  or 
recommendation  to  the  people  to  hold  a  con- 
vention, and  on  appropriation  of  money  to  de- 
fray its  expenses,  is  certainly  a  convenience, 
but  it  is  not  a  prerequisite ;  and  conventions  to 
change  the  form  of  Government  may  be  held 
by  the  people  when  they,  please ;  taking  care 
to  submit  tneir  work  to  a  direct  vote  of  the 
people  themselves,  -  or  to  a  ne^  conventicHi 
elected  for  the  express  pnipose  oi  appvovid  or 
reiection,  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the  Oon- 
stitutimi  of  the  United  States ;  and  thne  making 
sure  of  the  approbation  of  a  minority  of  the 
people  before  tne  new  constitution  is  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  view  of  ttiis 
qnestion,  and  would  make  a  brief  ap^ication 
of  the  whole  to  the  case  of  Michigan.  The  peo- 
ple ther»  had  held  a  conveuUon,  by  their  own 
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pOTcr,  to  accept  a  i^DdflmoDtal  condition  of 
their  admisuon  into  the  Union.  They  have 
accepted  the  condition;  and  the  objection  is, 
that  the  convention  was  a  lawless  and  revola- 
tiooary  mob,  and  that  law  oaght  to  be  made  to 
suppress  and  pnnish  each  assemblages  in  fatore. 
Hr.  B.  would  hold  a  proposition  for  such  a  law 
to  be  the  qomtessence  not  of  Eoropean,  bat  of 
Adatie  despotism ;  and  sore  he  was,  it  woold 
KceWe  no  countenance  by  the  rote  of  this 
chamber.  In  saying  this,  be  ^ke  npon  a  re- 
edlection  d  the  past,  as  well  as  upon  a  view 
of  the  present.  At  the  last  session  of  Oongress 
iD  this  denunciation  of  lawless  and  revolation- 
arj  mobs  had  been  lavished  npon  the  conven- 
tion both  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  beoaose, 
being  Territories,  they  had  hold  conventions, 
and  framed  constitutions,  without  the  anthor- 
of  Congress.  Onr  answers  to  these  denxm- 
dations  were  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely :  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so 
without  onr  authority,  and  all  that  we  conld  re- 
quire was,  that  they  should  send  us  their  consti- 
tatione^  that  we  might  see  they  were  republican ; 
and,  3.  That  tbeseTerritories  had  several  times 
applied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regulate  the 
luddine  of  tbtUr  conventions,  which  were  always 
refuaod  by  the  political  party  which  tiien  held 
the  sopremacy  in  Hua  chamber;  and  that  to 
refuse  them  an  act  to  regulate  the  holding  of  a 
convention,  when  they  asked  for  it,  ana  then 
to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  convention 
without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  contradic- 
tory, and  subjected  ourselves  to  the  reproach 
both  of  iqjttstice  and  inconsistency.  These 
were  our  answers  then;  and  we  added,  that 
those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas  and  Uichi- 
gan  conventions  for  lawless  and  revolutionary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  nnsnpported  by 
the  vote  of  the  Senate;  which  turn&dout  to*be 
the  fact,  for  the  negative  vote  was  ezceedinj^y 
bduH:  and  1|t.  B.  woold  add,  that  the  teralt 
woold  be  the  same  now ;  and  that,  after  all  this 
doinneiation  ot  the  convention  in  ICichigan, 
the  convention  party  in  Maryland,  and  Uie  dis- 
organizing party  in  Fennsylvimia,  the  vote 
wmild  be  aoont  as  it  was  at  the  last  session, 
exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too  inconsider- 
able to  give  any  countenance  to  their  denonoio- 
tions. 

Mr.  B.  condnded  by  expressing  the  hope  that 
the  Senate  would  not  adjonm  until  it  finished 
this  question.  It  was  due  to  Pennsylvania  and 
ICaiyland  that  we  should  stop  a  debate  in  which 
tfa^  concerns  were  improperly  introduced ;  and 
it  was  due  to  IGchigan  herself  that  she  should 
be  relieved  from  tfau  attendance  at  onr  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  fbr  years ; 
she  is  a  State,  if  not  a  State  of  the  confederacy ; 
she  has  a  right  to  be  admitted ;  and  the  admis- 
sion of  a  State  is  a  question  of  that  dignity  to 
be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  speedy  decision,  but 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  questions  until  it 
was  decided.  He  repeated,  what  be  bad  said 
Mane  days  before,  that  he  had  come  witli  his 
dock  to  oamp  on  this  floor  until  the  voto  was 


taken ;  and,  that  being  his  idea  of  what  all 
ought  to  do,  he  would  not  ocmsume  time  by 
speaking. 


Wkdsisdat,  January  4. 

Admittion  iff  MXehiffon. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ftirther  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Miohi^ 
into  the  Union ;  the  question  bdng  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  HosBiB  to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bat&bd  said:  In  my  opiDi(Hi,^r,  tiie 
present  bill  involves  a  monstrons  political  her^ 
eey,  and  gives  its  sanction  by  implication  to  a 
doctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  gov- 
ernment. It  is  true,  sir,  that  upon  its  £ace  ^ere 
is  nothing  exceptionable,  but  you  cannot  strip 
it  of  its  contemporaneons  fkcts,  yon  cannot  blot 
from  the  page  of  history  its  concomitant  cir- 
cumstances. The  Message  of  the  President  and 
other  documents  are  now  matters 'of  record. 
What,  then,  sir,  is  the  case  before  nsf  Not  a 
single  insulated  act,  bat  a  matter  which,  in  the 
web  of  human  affairs,  involves  consequences 
which  cannot  be  tranunelled  up.  The  effect, 
sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  cause  of  to-raorrow, 
and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  tlie  prind- 
ples  which  we  establish.  Hie  case  is  dmply 
this :  the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Tem- 
tory,  without  waiting  for  a  previous  act  of  Con-  ' 
gress  assigning  the  boundaries  of  their  State, 
and  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  constitution 
and  State  Government,  undertook,  on  the  11th 
May,  1886,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  EqipUed  for  a^misrion  into  the  Union 
at  the  lost  session.  Congress  passed  an  act  on  the 
16th  Jane,  1886,  accepting,  ratifying,  and  con- 
firming, the  oonstitation  and  State  Gioivernment, 
but  provided,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad- 
mission, that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele* 
gates,  chosen  by  the  people,  should  be  g^ven  to 
the  boundaries  prescribed  in  the  act  I  say,  dr, 
the  people  of  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory  un- 
dertook  to  do  this,  becaase,  at  that  time,  Mich- 
igan Territory  embraced  not  only  the  peninsula 
of  Michigan,  but  the  whole  of  the  present  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  and  contained  within  its 
limits  177,000  square  miles,  or  nearly  three 
times  the  area  of  the  great  State  of  Yirginia. 
The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  which  had  pre- 
viously formed  a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  was 
separated  from  that  Territory  and  established 
as  an  independent  one  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  11th  January,  1806.  Subsequently  to 
this  period,  IncUana  in  tibe  mean  time  having 
been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of  Congress 
was  passed,  (cm  the*18th  April,  1818,)  autiior* 
izing  the  formation  of  a  constitution  and  State 
Government  for  Illinois,  and  the  7th  section  of 
that  act  added  to  the  peninsula  of  Michigan  the 
rest  of  the  Nortii-westem  Territory,  comprising 
the  present  Wiscondn  Territtnry,*  which  it  de- 
clared ahould  be  attached  to,  and  made  port  o^ 
Michigan  Territory,  subject,  however,  to  be  dis- 
posed at  by  Congress  acoozding  to  the  ri^t 

Digitized  by  Google 


ABRIDQMBNT  OF  THB 


Ssiun.] 


Admimon  nf  Midiffan. 


reserved  in  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
Jnly  IS,  1787. 

When  the  immense  territory  on  the  north  of 
the  Ohio  Kiver,  formerly  called  the  North-weat- 
em  Territory,  was  ceded  to  the  Uuited  States 
by  Yirginia,  the  6th  article  of  the  ordinance  of 
the  18th  July,  1787,  -which  was  declared  to  be 
a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and  States  of  the  said  Territory,  provided 
that  it  diould  be  divided  into  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  five  States,  and  iiroceeded  to 
parcel  it  ont  into  three  States,  whose  b(mnda- 
riea  it  ffzed,  with  the  express  provision,  how- 
ever, that  those  bonndariea  mieht  be  futered, 
and  that  Oongress  should  have  tne  authority  to 
form  one  or  two  States  in  that  port  of  the  ter- 
ritory which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme 
of  Lake  Michigan.   At  first,  this  whole  region 
of  country  pa^ed  nnder  one  name,  that  of  "  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,"  and 
was  subject  to  a  single  Territorial  Government. 
In  the  year  1800,  by  the  act  of  Oongress  of  the 
7th  May,  it  was  divided  into  two  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  temporary  government,  by  a  line 
beginning  at  the  Ohio,  and  opposite  the  month 
of  the  Eentacky  Biver,  and  rnnning  thence  to 
Port  Recovery,  and  thence  north  until  It  inter- 
sected tlie  territorial  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada.   That  portion  of  it  which 
lay  on  the  east-era  side  of  the  dividon  line  re- 
tained the  name  of  the  Territory  north-west  of 
the  river  Ohio,  and  that  on  the  western  side  of 
the  line  was  called  Indiana  Territory,  The  pen- 
insula of  Michigan  was  thus  divided  between 
these  two  Territorial  Governments.  When,  sub- 
sequently, in  the  year  1802,  the  State  of  Ohio 
wat  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  80th  April, 
in  that  year,  authorized  to  form  a  constitution 
and  Bti^  Qovermnent,  and  the  boundaries  of 
tiiat  State  were  estaUisbedf  the  bdanoe  of  the 
Territory  north-west  of  the  rivw  Ohi<^  that  is 
to  say,  the  other  portion  of  the  peninsula  of 
IGchif^  was  attached  to  Indiana  Territory. 
By  act  of  Oongress  of  the  11th  January,  1805 
this  Territory  of  Indiana  was  again  divided,  and 
the  peninsula  of  Michigan  estaolished  as  a  sep- 
arate Territory.    From  the  year  1808,  then, 
nntil  the  year  1818,  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Michigan  extended  only  over  the  peninsula 
of  that  name.   When,  however,  in  the  latter 
year,  by  act  of  Oongress  of  the  18th  April,  Illi- 
Dois  was  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  and 
Btate  Government,  and  the  boundaries  of  tibat 
State  wore  e^blished  as  they  had  been  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  by  the  act  of  April  19^  1816, 
the  rcnuuning  pocma  of  the  old  Ncnth-westem 
TerritoTT  was  added  to  tbb  peninsnla  of  Mioh- 
J^an,  and  the  whole  snl^ectea  to  one  Territorial 
Government.  This  immense  region  of  oonntry, 
covering  an  area  of  177,000  sqnare  miles,  was 
snlyecL  however,  by  the  express  provision  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  ISth  July,  1787,  to  be 
formed  by  the  authority  of  Oongress  into  one 
or  two  States.  Snoh,nr,  was  the  state  of  things 
when  the  InhaWtents  c£  the  peainsola  <rf  Miohl- 


gan,  disregarding  this  authority  <^  Congten, 
undertook  to  form  a  oonstitnti«i  and  State  Gov- 
ernment for  themselves.  The  prearoUe  to  Quit 
constitution  is  in  these  words :  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  as  eetaUi&ed 
by  the  act  of  Oongress  of  the  11th  of  January, 
1806,  do  agree,"  &o. ;  which  description  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsDla  of 
Michigan,  which  had,  as  has  been  stated,  in 
first  instance,  been  made  a  separate  Territory 
by  that  act  of  Congress.  In  dcnng  so,  thue 
people  pntfessed  to  act  in  confivmity  with  ^ 
ordinance  of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  &mt 
authority  from  that  ordinance ;  which,  aa  hu 
been  seen,  expressly  reserves  to  Ooogresa  the 
right  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the  Territory 
as  it  then  existed.   As  b6th  Congress  and  tM 
inliabitants  of  that  peninsula  could  not  have  the 
same  right,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  sot  <f 
those  people  was  uDwarranted  by  any  proviaoa 
of  law,  and  a  mere  nullity.   This  was  the  view 
taken  of  the  subject  at  tibe  time  of  their  ai^li- 
cation  to  Congress  at  the  last  sesrion,  and  hence, 
sir,  the  resolution  of  the  26th  of  Jannary,  18S6, 
refored  to  by  the  Sraatw  ttam  P^nsylvanii, 
(Mr.  BvcBAXAS,)  "  that  the  Senate  rewd  the 
memorial  pniprating  to  be  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  m  no  other  light  ihm  as  a  Tdnntay 
act  of  private  individuals."   But,  sir,  cooeoit 
takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought  prcper, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  ISth 
June,  1886,  to  accept,  ratify,  and  con&m,  the 
constitution  and  State  Government  which  had 
becQ  formed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  penis- 
sula,  with  this  proviso,  however,  that  the  limits 
of  the  State  should  mbrace  not  merely  tiie  pen- 
insula, but  likewise  a  remoa  of  country  lying 
on  the  nortli-west  of  Lake  Michigan ;  thos  adding 
to  the  proposed  new  State  botii  territory  and 
pcpnlaflon,  and  requiring,  as  a  ccmditioiL  preee- 
aent  to  her  admission  into  the  Umon.  tiiat  the 
assent  of  a  convention     dekf^ates  chosen 
the  people  should  be  given  to  the  boondaries 
prescribed  in  the  act.   The  ample  qnestion, 
then,  would  seem  to  be  whether  Uiis  condition 
has  been  complied  with.  Oongress,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  such  assent  would,  tw  cheerfully 
and  promptly  given,  further  provided  that,  as 
soon  as  such  assent  should  be  given,  the  Frea- 
dent  should  announce  the  fact  by  prodamation, 
and  "  that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  flirlher 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Conneas,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  said  State  into  the  Unicm,  as  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  an  equal  footr 
ing  with  the  orif^nal  States  in  all  req>ect8 
whatever,  shall  be  considered  complete,  and 
the  Senators  and  Bepreswtative  who  have 
been  elected  by  the  s^d  State,  as  its  represent- 
atives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Bepresentatives,  respectively,  without 
ftirther  delay." 

It  is  thus  seen,  sir,  that  not  only  the  fact  of  assent 
is  provided  for,  but  also  the  evidenoe  by  which 
that  fiict  is  to  be  establlsbed.  It  is  dear  that 
the  Preddent  is  made  the  Judge  of  that  fiwty  and 
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tfatt  he  mlgbt  have  bonnd  the  United  States  at 
lust  by  hU  proolamatioii.   We  conld  not  have 
eontjo verted  the  fact,  and  the  Beoators  from 
Kieh^an  might  have  taken  th^  seats  on  this 
floor.  Bat,  sir,  ahhongh  the  Preddent  might 
hpe  asBomed  this  nsponstbUil^,  he  has,  at 
letst,  in  thia  install oe,  wisely  abstained  from 
trtmplbig  on  the  law  and  constitQlion.   I  can- 
not Bee  how  it  was  possible  for  him,  onder  the 
(annmstanoes  ctf  this  case,  to  have  declared  that 
a  ecMiventJoa  of  del^ates,  chosen  by  the  people 
of  Ili<diigan,  had  given  its  assent  to  the  boon- 
darira  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress.  What^ 
ever  may  have  been  hia  motive  for  this  com:^ 
no  proclamation  has  been  issued,  but  the  whole 
nuUter  is  referred  to  Congress  by  his  Message 
of  the  27th  of  December,  1886.  By  that  Hee- 
nge  aad  the  aooanpanyinff  doonments  It  ap- 
pears thatBOtmTentHmofaBlcQiates  asaembled 
OB  the  SSUi  of  September,  1886,  at  Ann  Arboi^ 
In  eonfcnrmity  wim  an  act  d  the  Leffislatnre  of 
fte  Mate  <tf  Micdiigan,  passed  on  uie  25th  of 
Jnly,  1886,  and  resolveil  *'  th^  this  convention 
eannot  give  dieir  assent  to  the  proposition  con- 
tained in  said  proviso ;  bnt  the  same  is  hereby 
t^eoCed.''    By  the  same  Message  and  docn- 
mentA,  it  further  appears  that  another  conven- 
tton  of  ddegates  assembled  on  the  14th  of  De- 
eeraber,  1886,  at  Ann  Arbor,  without  any  pre- 
viona  law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
SGohigan,  bnt  which  originated  from  the  reso- 
hitioBa  and  proceedings  of  primai7  meetings  of 
llie  fiMsBM  in  the  levwal  oonntaea,  whien  as- 
sDined  to  be  s  coana&oa  of  delegutee  chosen 
by  the  people  in  oompUanoe  with  the  act  ^ 
Cwgress,  wd  tUa  eoDvention  gave  its  aasmt  to 
the  condition.   As  the  case  stands,  the  ample 
qoestion  is,  whether  the  oonditim  has  been 
eempUed  wiUi ;  or,  in  other  worda,  has  a  oon- 
venwm  of  del^;ates,  ehosen  by  the  F«ople,  given 
its  astait  t  The  act  which  we  have  now  under 
ocnaderation,  in  ita  preamble,  declares  tbat  such 
«Ment  has  been  given  iu  compliance  with  the 
law. 

It  most  be  recollected  that,  at  the  time  of 
fonning  this  oonstitotion,  the  Territory  of  Hioh- 
igaa  was  composed,  as  I  have  stated,  of  the 
whtde  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the  Nortb- 
vestem  Tmitory,  embracing  the  present  state 
of  IGelugsn  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
eovering  an  area  ol  177,000  sqoare  miles ;  that 
the  pemnsola  <rf  tfiohinn  had-  been  snbjeoted 
to  a  separate  Territoiiai  Government  by  ute  act 
of  the  11th  Janaary,  1806,  and  had  so  continued 
vp  to  the  year  1618,  when,  on  the  creation  of 
the  State  of  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
western Territory  luid  been  locorpon^  witii 
IL  The  pe<9le  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan 
viahing  to  form  themselves  into  a  State,  instead 
of  describing  thMoselves  as  inhabitants  of  tiie 
peoimala,  in  terms  adopted  an  equivalent  form 
itf  czpresrion,  namely :  "  We,  the  people  of  tbe 
Terrttory  of  Ifiohigan,  as  established  by  the  act 
flf  tike  11th  JannaiTi  1805,"  which  was  predsely 
thepeidngala  (tf  luwigaa. 

Tnis  ii  nothing  mm  thaa  a  description  <tf  the 


people  who  prc^MMod  to  form  themselves  into  a 
tree  and  independent  State,  as  contradistin* 
guished  from  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  then 
existing  Territory  <^  Michigan.  It  is  the  nat- 
ural aM  proper  mode  of  descrilnng  a  peotde  or 
naticm,  namdy,  by  the  place  or  oountiy  of  th^ 
residence ;  bnt  it  does  not  import  any  limitation 
of  boundfuies,  any  more  than  the  phrase  "  We, 
tbe  people  of  the  United  States,"  in  the  pream- 
ble to  the  CoQBtitntion  of  the  United  States, 
limits  tbe  boundaries  of  the  United  States  to 
those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 
If  it  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  mo- 
ment to  possess  tbe  immense  region  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Mlssisfiippi,  or  bow  o^e 
we  to  possess  Florida !  It  is  very  nunsual  and 
unnecessary  to  settie  boundaries  in  tbe  consti- 
tution, and  I  qneetioa  whetiier  there  are  more 
than  half  a  doxen  cases  to  be  fonnd  among  tiie 
different  States  of  this  Union.  la  the  oases  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  IlUn<ds,  it  became  neoessair 
to  do  so,  because  tbe  act  of  Congress  wUI<u[i 
authorized  the  fonnation  of  their  respective 
coDstitntions,  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

Tbe  word  State  has  a  doable  meaning :  in  tiie 
one,  it  indicates  the  people  who  compose  the 
community,  in  the  other  tiie  territory  inhabited 
by  them.  In  forming  a  constitution  it  is  tbe 
people  who  form  themselves  into  a  sovereign 
State,  and  their  identity  would  be  the  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  occupy  the  same 
territory  or  not.  The  reference,  by  way  of  de- 
scription, to  the  region  of  country  they  inhabit^ 
is  no  more  of  the  essence  of  the  compact  than 
adesototionof  aaindividnalin  a  deed,  as  A  B; 
of  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  would  be  of  the 
essence  of  his  contract,  requinng  that  be  should, 
in  all  time  to  come,  re^de  in  the  District  <n 
Columbia,  in  ordo*  to  avtdl  himself  of  ita  pro- 
vinons.  But,  ur,  there  is  another  and  a  oon- 
olnsive  answer  to  this  objection^  which  is,  that 
the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  tbe  right 
at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  State  Government^  the  same  is  binding 
and  valid  only  so  far  as  it  was  ratified  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  June  16,  1886 ;  and  tliat  act 
having  refused  to  confine  uie  new  State  to  the 
penlnsnta  of  Michigan,  bat  having  required  tiiat 
it  should  embrace  a  region  of  conntry  on  the 
north-western  dde  of  the  lake,  it  follows  that  if 
it  were  true  that  the  preamble  estabUshed  the 
bonndaries  of  tbe  State,  it  was  in  that  particu- 
lar vacated  by  the  act  of  Congress,  For  it  most 
be  recollected  that  tbe  ordinance  of  1787  gave 
to  Congress  tbe  right  to  erect  one  or  two  States 
in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  remuning  portion  of  the  old 
North-western  Territory.  The  result,  rfr,  thep, 
is  this :  that  to  call  a  convention  to  express  its 
assent  to  the  boundaries  established  by  Con- 
gress, is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitution,  since  the  constitntirai, 
neither  in  pcnnt  of  fbot,  nor  in  point  of  law,  estab- 
lished any  boundaries ;  and,  consec^nentiy,  tiiat 
the  enlargement  or  diminution  of  its  terrikffy 
became  a  mister  of  ordinary  legislation,  apower 
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which  ia  ezerdsed  ©very  da^  1^  the  Legialar 
tares  of  fhe  respeodTe  Statea,  in  oessiims  made 
hj  tbem  to  the  United  States. 

Bat  if  it  be  trne  that  the  eolai^eme&t  or 
diniiDation  of  the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordi- 
nary le^Iation  where  the  honndaries  are  oot 
fixed  by  the  constitution,  a  fortiori^  it  ia  a  mat- 
ter of'ordinary  legislation  to  call  a  convention 
to  enlai^e  or  diminish  the  territory,  where  the 
duty  to  do  so  is  imposed  by  competent  author- 
ity. The  right  of  a  Legblatnre  to  call  a  con- 
vention  at  any  time  must  depend  on  the  consti- 
tadon  of  the  state ;  and  the  powers  of  the  con- 
vention, when  called,  will  depend  on  the  pro- 
^ridons  of  the  law  nncler  whion  it  is  aeeembled ; 
beoaase  the  people,  in  voting  for  sach  a  conven- 
tion, eannot  be  nnderstood  to  invest  it  with  uiy 
other  power  than  that  which  they  have  pre- 
viously agreed  it  should  have  in  the  passage  of 
the  law  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Leg- 
islature, given  either  their  express  or  impliM 
consent  The  people  are  the  source  of  all 
power.  When  assembled  in  a  state  of  nature, 
Itge  solutuSt  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  their 
power  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
u  the  whole  will  of  the  community,  snstmned 
by  its  whole  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet 
m  mam  when  spread  over  a  large  country,  re- 
course is  had  to  uie  principle  of  re^esentatioa ; 
and,  when  the  sovereign  power  is  delegated,  a 
constitution  becomes  necenary  in  order  to  limit 
the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then 
the  Legislature,  who  are  the  depodtaries  of 
that  power,  would  possess  it  in  aa  absolute  a 
d^ee  as  that  in  which  it  belonged  to  the 
whole  community,  assembled  in  its  sovereign 
oapaoity ;  that  is,  without  any  practical  limita- 
tion. The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  there- 
forej  generally  a  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  par- 
ticular body ;  it  does  not  consist  in  an  enumer- 
ation of  certain  powers  which  are  granted,  but 
vesting  at  once  the  whole  legislative  power  in 
a  partlonlar  body,  it  provides  for  limitations  on 
its  exercise.  Hence  the  necesdty  for  bills  of 
rights  and  reservations  in  fiivor  of  individual 
liberty  and  secnritjr ;  hence  the  provisiona  in 
relation  to  taial  by  jury,  to  the  power  of  arrest, 
to  the  habeas  corpus,  to  freedom  of  conscience 
in  religious  matters,  and  freedom  from  unrea- 
sonable seizures  and  searches ;  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  fpiarding  the  existence  of  the  executive 
and  judicial  powers  by  constitutional  provision, 
which  might  otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  leg- 
islative power.  All  this  results  from  the  very 
nature  of  legislative  power,  which,  whether  it 
resides  in  the  whole  community  or  is  delegated 
by  that  community  to  a  particular  boc^,  is 
withont  practical  limitation  other  than  that 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  of  the  sodety. 
And  herein,  dr,  consists  the  great  and  essential 
difference  between  the  oonstitntion  of  a  State 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment The  first  has  all  the  powers  that  are 
not  prohibited,  the  latter  has  no  pow^  but 
those  which  are  granted.  The  principle  ia  all- 


important  in  the  oonstmction  of  the  two  ini^ 
ments.  The  Federal  GoTonnient  is  one  of 
enumerated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele* 
gation  of  the  whole  lej^ative  power  of  the 
community,  restruned  merely  by  eieeptiom 
and  limitations ;  but  the  delegation  is  of  "  all 
legiislative  powers  therein  granted."  It  is  trae 
that  the  same  language  might  be  nsed  in  a  State 
constitution,  and,  in  such  case,  would  require 
the  same  construction.  But  when,  as  in  t^e 
case  of  the  constitution  of  Uicbi^m,  it  is  de> 
dared  that  "the  legislative  power  sh^  be 
vested  in  a  Senate  and  House  Represeata- 
tives,"  it  is  the  legislative  power  of  the  whole 
conunnnify,  and  has  no  practical  Umitation  hot 
what  is  to  be  foond  in  otiier  parts  d  Ihe  cod- 
atitation.  I  mean,  of  courses  ^  *  rule  of  eon- 
struction  growing  out  of  its  own  provirions. 
There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States  of  this 
Union,  another  limitation,  namely,  the  Gonsta- 
tntion  of  the  United  States.  But  the  principle 
is  the  same,  for  the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  ' 
States,  having  received  the  assent  of  the  same 
people,  may  be  considered  as  incorporated  with, 
and  forming,  for  the  purpose  of  construction,  a 
part  of  the  State  constitution,  in  the  limitationB 
it  imposes  on  the  exerdse  of  State  soverei^ty. 
As  it  spears,  then,  that  the  object  of  calUng  a 
convention  in  Michigan  was  not  to  amend  or 
alter  the  constitution,  but  to  ^ve  its  assmC  to 
what  the  lefpslative  power  might  itself  have 
assented  to,  namely,  the  enlargement  of  itstw- 
ritory,  it  fallows  that  the  power  to  call  sucb 
a  convention  is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, and  the  duty  having  been  imposed  by 
Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the  business  and  right 
of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  perform  that 
duty.  It  was  the  duty  and  right  of  the  Leris- 
latnre  of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  be- 
cause the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed 
their  constitution,  dedarw  uiat  the  L^tislatare 
alone  should  Assess  the  right  of  expressing  and 
binding  the  public  will  in  matters  of  ordinary 
l^islation.  Upon  the  question  whetiier  a  con- 
vention should  be  called,  the  time  and  jdace  of 
its  assembling,  the  mode  of  its  election,  the 
qnalifloation  of  its  electors,  no  pwtion  of  the 
communi^  had  tiie  right  to  dictate  to  any  other 
portion ;  nor  ooold  the  will  of  the  conunnnity 
be  ascertained  on  those  pointa  in  an^  othw 
mode  than  that  agreed  npon  in  the  constitntion. 
And  why,  sir  ?  Because  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  each 
and  every  other,  when  they  adopted  their  con- 
stitution, that  the  Legislature  should  be  the 
exponents  of  the  pubUo  will  in  such  a  case. 
That  any  portion  of  the  community,  be  it  great 
or  small,  ahould  call  Itself  the  people,  and  affect 
to  express  and  bind  the  public  will,  under  such 
circomatauces,  is  a  fraud  npon  the  rights  of 
every  man  in  it,  and  a  gross  and  manifest  in£ra<^ 
tion  of  the  social  coinpaot  into  which  he  entered 
when  he  agreed,  with  others,  to  form  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  delegate  the  legislative  power  to 
a  particolar  body.  I  a&j,  then,  sir,  wiuiont  tiie 
fear  of  oontrad!cti(m,  that  when  the  people 
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thoDBelTes,  who  cannot  act  in  mass,  del^ate  to 
tlMir  representatires,  hj  their  constitntion,  the 
kfUative  power  of  the  oommanity,  each  and 
fmrj  man  of  them  parts  with  the  right  to  ez- 
prw  and  Idnd  the  pnUio  will  in  an7  otilier 
mods  than  thronA  uieir  Legislature,  in  rela- 
tkn  to  matters  fiuttng  within  the  scope  of  that 
pover.  Soch  ia  the  compact,  wd  it  is  titey 
thanselves  who  establish  it, 

Hr.  Bboww  said :  The  admission  of  Michigan 
as  a  member  of  the  Union  had  been  resisted 
msntj  bj  those  who  oppose  it  on  the  gronnd 
tint  she  is,  at  this  time,  a  sovereign  Btate,  and 
that  tfaecoDveation  which  assembled  in  Becem- 
ber  last,  and  gaTe  its  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
WIS  not  called  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Leg- 
ialatare  of  Ulchigan,  and  is  therefore  to  be  con- 
adered  as  irregular  and  revolntdonary  in  its 
satare,  by  usnming  to  act  without  snch  an- 
thovi^.   ne  thong£t  it  required  but  a  Tery 
ilS^  examination  of  the  snl^eot  for  them  to 
amve  at  the  conelnmon  that,  on  all  qnestions 
legisla^  by  Congress  tonching  her  condi- 
tkm,  she  is  to  be  contemplated  and  regarded  as 
■  Territory  and  not  as  a  State.   Not  having 
OMDpUed  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress 
passed  at  the  last  session  for  her  admission  into 
tte  Union,  she  is  not  a  confederate  State.  If 
she  eodsts,  then,  as  a  State  at  all,  it  mnst  he  in 
the  character  of  a  foreign  and  independent  sov- 
er^nty.   To  maintiun  a  doctrine  so  absnrd  as 
this  was,  and  so  ntterly  snbrersive  of  the  au- 
tbority  of  the  General  Government  over  its  ter- 
litonr,  itsadvooates  most,  of  necessity,  be  driven 
to  aunit  the  right  of  t&e  people  of  a  Territory 
to  throw  off  the  power  <tf  the  Gen«nl  Oovem- 
wmt  widioat  its  ctmsent,  and  to  establish  an 
independent  Oovemment  at  their  own  win  and 
pkanire.   Whether  a  State  may  rightftilly  se- 
cede from  the  Union  or  not,  is  a  qnestion  abont 
whidh  the  ablest  statesmen  have  differed;  but 
that  a  Territory,  having  in  itself  no  sovereignty, 
may  ri^tfoDy  withdraw  from  the  aathority  of 
the  Feder^  Government,  (unless  by  that  right 
acquired  by  sncoessfol  revolution,)  is  a  proposi- 
tioa  so  disorganiung  in  its  tendency  as  to  &id 
aearoely  a  single  advocate.  It  is  tme  that  Mich- 
igan has,  for  some  time  past,  exercised  the  pow- 
tnoit.  State,  prc^nratory  to  her  admisrion  into 
flie  Untra,  wmch  were  inmply  permisriTe^  and 
not  by  Tirtoe  of  any  li^xta  she  oad  as  a  8tat& 
indepcmdent  of  the  mthority  of  the  Genbral 
Gorenunent   She  is,  then,  for  alt  practical 
pnrpoeeat  to  be  regarded  in  our  l^slation  as 
still  rmudning  in  her  territorial  condition.  If 
thia  <^ni(Hi  be  correct,  liien  tbe  sanctuary  of 
State  rights^  for  which  so  many  apprehensions 
have  been  expressed,  will  not  be  invaded  by 
oar  Toc<^nizing  the  acts  of  the  late  convention, 
giving  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress. 
Th«  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had 
ttgued  to  show  that  the  legislatiTo  branch  of  a 
Cover umoit  was  to  be  regarded  as  the  depod- 
tocj  of  the  pablSo  wOI,  and  that  in  the  States 
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all  power  not  prohibited  by  their  constitutions 
might  be  exercised  by  their  Legislatures ;  and 
deduces,  as  a  consequence  from  the  principles 
which  he  contended  for,  that  the  assembling  of 
a  convention  in  Michigan,  without  authtnity 
from  her  Legialatnre,  was  irregular  exiA  of  rev- 
olutionary  tendency.  This  doctrine,  siud  Mr. 
B.,  was,  in  his  opinion,  radically  wrong,  and 
htM.  led  to  many  of  the  erroneous  conclusions 
which  had  characterized  the  present  discossion. 
The  legislative  branch  of  a  State  Grovemment 
was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the  pub- 
lic will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for 
certwn  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
ers conferred  on  it  by  the  constitntion  under 
which  it  acted.  All  other  powers  resided  in 
the  great  body  of  the  people,  in  which  exists 
the  ultimate  authority  and  sovereignty  of  a 
State.  The  constituted  antborities  of  a  State, 
no,  not  even  a  convention  itself,  possess  no  in- 
herent power  of  sovereignty,  and  each  are  hut 
the  mere  agents  cf  the  people,  who  constitute 
the  BOTOT^gnty.  It  is  theredfore  derogating 
rather  too  much  from  this  power  of  the  people 
of  a  State  to  cidra  for  their  Legislature  the 
right  to  direct  them  when  and  how  they  shall 
proceed  to  assemble  in  convention.  It  strips 
the  sovereign  power  of  one  of  its  highest  and 
most  powerful  attributes,  and  leaves  it  at  the 
will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when 
it  may  rightMly  exercise  that  power.  In  some 
of  the  Stiites  the  power  is  expressly  given  to 
their  Legislatures  to  decide  when  a  convention 
shall  be  called,  and  to  provide  for  the  manner 
of  calling  the  same.  This,  of  course,  is  a  restrio- 
tion  by  the  people  of  those  States,  imposed  by 
themadves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble 
in  convention  through  the  ins^mentaUty  of 
primary'  assemblies,  and  which  they  are  ctmsti- 
tntionidly  bound  to  observe.  But  no  such  re- 
striction can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Michigan  to  prevent  her  people  from 
assembling  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the 
purpose  of  expressing  her  willingness  to  come 
mto  the  Union  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Con- 
gress. Her  constitution  points  out  the  manner 
in  which  future  amendments  to  that  instrument 
are  to  be  made ;  but  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to 
assemble  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  bdng 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  As  her 
people  never  have  conferred  on  any  of  her  pub- 
lie  nmctionaries  this  power,  it,  of  course,  re- 
mains among  them,  as  belon^g  to  that  class 
of  residuary  powers  with  which  she  has  never 
parted.  I^  sir,  siud  Mr.  B.,  this  reasoning  be 
correct,  the  people  of  Michigan  have  rightnilly 
exercised  the  power  of  caUing  a  convention 
through  their  primary  assemblies — a  right  coa- 
secrated  by  the  principles  of  the  Bevolution, 
and  from  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  old- 
est, if  not  the  wisest.  State  conatitutions  had 
sprung  into  existence.  In  determining  this 
question,  he  thought  it  their  duty,  as  statMmen, 
to  disencumber  it  of  mere  questions  of  form, 
and  to  asofflrtain  sabatantiaUy  what  was  the  will 
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of  the  people  of  Michigan  in  reference  to  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  All  the  foots  before 
them  went  to  proye,  most  oondosiTely,  that  it 
was  not  only  the  will  of  s  m^oritj  of  them  to 
,  ohtaid  admission  into  the  TJnion,  bat  that  there 
was  almost  entire  onanimity  of  sentiment  among 
her  citizens  in  favor  of  it.  Had  a  single  remon- 
etrance  been  presented  from  any  part  of  that 
Territory  against  the  prooeedings  of  her  con- 
vention f  Ko^  not  a  single  v(doe  had  been 
heard  from  that  qoarter.  opposed  to  tt.  Her 
dtizena,  therefore,  conld  not  fbd  otherwise 
than  greatly  indebted  to  thow  who  had  come 
forward  as  her  gaardiaos  here  to  protect  her 
from  the  dire  calamities  of  being  admitted  to  a 
partadpation  of  the  benefits  of  oar  happy  Union  I 
For  himself^  he  had  always  been  taoght  to  con- 
sider it  as  a  measare  of  no  ordinary  advantage 
to  the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  a 
state  of  territorial  dependence  to  the  elevated 
condition  of  a  sovere^  State  of  our  confeder- 
acy. If  we  were  abont  to  do  an  act  which 
mif^t  operate  to  restrain  the  privileges  of  her 
I>eople^  then  it  would  behoove  ns  to  construe 
strict^  the  powers  imder  which  we  act  While 
the  rme  <tf  oonstraction  -which  he  had  Jast  laid 
down  waa  amtlicable  to  sndi  a  case  as  the  cnte 
adverted  to^  the  oppc^te  rule  of  giving  a  liberal 
interpretation  to  oar  ^wers  was  equally  obli- 
gatory where  the  object  was  to  wlarge  the 
privil^s  of  the  citizen.  In  ofher  woras,  he 
considered  it  to  be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  prac- 
tice, but  one  demanded  by  our  free  institutions, 
in  deciding  on  questions  in  which  the  rights  of 
the  citizen  are  involved,  whether  in  ooarts  of 
Justice  or  legislative  bodies,  to  give  a  construc- 
tion to  the  power  nnder  which  they  act  that 
will  rather  favor  than  abridge  the  rights. 

Kr.  NiLEs  said  he  had  witnessed  the  course 
this  debate  had  taken  with  some  snzprise; 
l^«at  principles  had  been  drawn  into  wsooa- 
mxky  not  neoeasarily  beloof^ng  to  the  subject, 
and  aentimaits  expressed,  and  doctrines  main- 
tained, which  he  had  heard  with  no  small  de- 
gree of  astonishment  and  regret;  he  cotdd 
hardly  realize  that  he  was  in  tiie  American 
Senate,  and  at  this  enlightened  period  when 
tiie  principles  of  free  Governments  were  sup- 
posed to  be  well  understood  and  well  settied. 
In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessed  in  this  de- 
bate, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  foot  which, 
whether  agreeable  to  hear  or  not,  he  believed 
ought  not  to  be  entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  said 
Hi.  N.,  for  some  years  past  the  American  Sen- 
ate, the  most  important  branch  of  this  Oovem- 
ment,  a  co-ordhiate  branch  of  the  Lefpslatore, 
and  possessing  a  portion  of  the  ezeoative  and 
Ju^oiol  anthority,  has  not  eirioyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  the  UnitM  States ;  and 
he  feared,  groatiy  feared,  that  what  had  taken 
place  on  the  bUl  before  as  was  not  calculated  to 
increase  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided 
inconsiderately,  rashly,  and  nnjnatly?  This 
will  not  do.  Unless  he  was  entirely  mistaken, 
the  piindptea  which  had  been  UBerted,  and  the  | 


doctrines  that  had  been  so  Btrennoaaly  ou^- 
tained,  wonld  be  received  with  some  astoniah- 
ment  by  the  people  of  titiis  ooontiT. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  he  regarded  a 
very  simple  one ;  it  was  really  a  question  (tf  foots ; 
merely,  whether  the  condition  of  tiie  act  of 
Con^^rees  <^  last  session,  providing  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Hioh^^  into  the  Union,  had  beea 
complied  with.  In  ocrnddering  this  queBtion, 
gentiemen  had  gtme  into  the  first  prindplsB  of 
government,  and  made  what  he  r^ardeda  b(dd 
attack  on  popular  power,  on  the  fondamenbd 
principle  of  popular  sovereignty,  which  Uee  at 
the  foundation  of  all  oar  institutions.  These 
doctrines  were  rather  antiquated ;  they  beloog- 
ed  to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  England, 
and  the  political  writings  of  Sir  Bobert  Fil- 
more ;  they  were  the  present  doctrines  of  the 
conservatives  in  all  the  Governments  in  Enropo, 
of  _  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power,  and  of 
existing  abases,  however  flagrant.  But  in  tins 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so 
for ;  it  was  not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond 
the  memorable  period  of  '98 ;  they  were  the 
doctrines  of  that  d^y,  of  the  period  in  our  po- 
litical history  whioh  has  been  appropriatdy 
called  the  *^rdgn  of  terror."  Is  it  supposed 
tiiatthepiinciplesand  spiritof  *98and  '99canbe 
revived  f  Is  it  supposed  that,  instead  of  having 
advanced,  we  have  retr(^;raded  in  political  in- 
telligence, and  in  a  just  understanding  of  the 
principles  of  free  government  ? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day— the 
doctrines  to  which  the  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
and  other  kindred  measures,  owed  their  origin  I 
He  would  refer  gentlemen  to  them,  and  the 
speeches  by  which  they  were  attempted  to  be 
maintained.  The  speeches  we  have  heard  are 
of  the  same  character,  maintuning  the  same 
piindples  and  breathing  the  same  spirit ;  bat 
it  will  be  no  disparagrauent  to  any  one  who  has 
taken  part  in  this  debate  to  a^r,  that  the  here- 
sies of  that  day  have  not  been  defended  witii 
more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  thou 
Then  tiieir  advocates  were  able,  ezpezieneed, 
talented,  distinguished,  and  illostrions  men; 
one  of  thffla  beuing  an  intimate  relation  to  the 
Senator  from  Delaware.  They  pat  forth  their 
whole  strength,  and  staked  their  all,  politically 
—the  ascraidenoy  of  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual  prospects — on  the  support  of  .the  same 
doctrines  we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these 
occasions.  But  they  foiled,  uid  the  causa  of 
democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doctoinee  ?  They  were, 
that  the  people  could  not  be  trusted ;  that  they 
were  their  own  worst  enemies ;  that  all  the 
discH^era,  real  or  ima^nary,  that  prevuled, 
were  attributable  to  a  ^d  B[arit  of  democracy  ' 
— to  popular  frenzy.  An  honeafe  but  fearless 
expression  of  oi^on,  oonoeming  men  and 
measures,  was  denonnoed  as  a  spirit  of  insnb* 
ordination,  disorgaiUzation,  and  rank  jacobin- 
ism. A  distingaished  leader  of  that  party,  now 
DO  more,  belonging  to  a  nei^boriog  State  to 
hiBown,a^fl»dsonof  genioB,  a  bruUant  star 
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in  the  constellation  of  that  day,  whose  impas- 
sloQed,  fervid,  and  glowing  eloquence  has  never 
been  BorpaMed  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  declared 
what  were  the  evils  and  the  remeor.  I  dlnde, 
.  iMdMr.N.,toi1sber  Amea.  He^dared  that 
the  disease  wluoh  Uireatenad  genwal  and  nni- 
veraal  ndn  to  our  institutions  and  our  fottue 
prospecta  was  rooted  deep ;  that  it  had  found 
itB  way  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  people. 
This  disease  was  demooraoy ;  it  was  the  will 
and  sover^gnty  of  the  people.    "  It  was  not 
that  the  stdn  was  blistered,  bnt  their  very  bones 
were  carious."   Yes,  the  people  were  corrupt, 
even  to  their  bones.   In  his  fertile  and  vivid 
imi^Dadon,  he  conjured  up  and  predicted 
gre^r  evils  for  bis  conntrr,  which  were  to 
flow  from  this  wild  spirit  of  democracy,  than 
hare  been  portrayed  on  the  present  occasion. 
His  cotuitry  was  to  be  visited  wiUi  all  the  hor- 
rors «€  the  Fkmeh  reivt^ntion ;  anarchy,  con- 
fbwHt,  and  Uoodahed,  were  to  desolate  the  land ; 
and,  bi  the  federal  visions  of  that  day,  the 
^uwta  of  Bobespierre,  Danton,  and  Uarat,  were 
seen  flitting  throiuh  onr  atmo^here.   The  dis- 
ease of  that  period  was  democracy ;  the  people 
were  said  to  be  ri^g  np  to  overthrow  the  6or- 
ermoent,  and  desire^  tiioee  noble  Institntions 
which  they  themselves  had  establi^ed.  *  And 
it  was  the  aim  of  those  in  authority  to  put 
down  that  wild  spirit  of  democracy  by  the 
strong  arm  of  power,  and  to  m^ntun  their  au- 
thority, not  through  the  publio  wUl,  and  as  an 
emanation  from  it,  but  in  opposition  to  it — ^in 
defiance  of  it.   It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the 
alien  and  sedition  laws  were  p^sed.  And  why 
Is  it,  said  Ur.  N»  that  these  lawa,  and  partiou- 
larly  the  latter,  hare  heoome  a  stench  in  the 
nostrils  of  the  people ;  and  that  far  nearly  forty 
years  they  have  borne  the  stamp  of  universal 
reprobation  upon  their  face — ^the  deep  and  in- 
delible stamp  of  in&my,  which  will  go  down 
to  the  latest  posterity,  or  as  long  as  tnere  is  a 
mnf^  spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  tiie 
Axoerioan  people !   Is  the  execration  in  which 
those  laws  are  held  to  he  charged  to  their  being 
tmeonstitutional  f   Far  from  It   A  large  por- 
tion of  the  legislation  of  Gougress  has  been 
charged  with  being  in  violation  of  the  constitu- 
tiott;  and  the  alien  and  sedition  acts  were  de- 
clared to  be  oonstitotioDal,  not  only  by  Congress, 
but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary.   No ;  the 
ta&s^  vhieh  has  attwdied  to  those  olmoxions 
■eCs  Old  not  proceed  from  their  being  nnoonsti- 
tntional,  whether  they  are  so  or  not.   The  peo- 
ple do  not  form  opinions  so  unreasonably  or 
unjustly.   Wo  must  look  for  the  cause  of  op- 
probrinm  to  a  Afferent  aonrce—the  true  char- 
acter and  design  of  tiiose  laws.   They  were 
regarded  as  a  premeditated  and  high-handed 
atUck  upon  popular  power ;  a  deadly  blow  at 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people ;  a  bold  and  dar- 
ing attempt  to  overthrow  the  public  wUl,  to 
pat  down  the  popular  opinion,  and  to  rule  the 
eoontry  regardleBa  of  it.   They  were  consider- 
ed as  an  attempt  to  change  the  very  element 
of  the  Government,  which  is  founded  on  pnblic 


[Szium 

opinion,  and  convert  it  into  a  Government  <^ 

force. 

But  that  great  scheme  failed ;  and  are  its  ex- 
ploded, reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived  f 
Are  we  now  to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political 
power  remaining  in  the  petrel  that,  having 
established  and  pnt  In  operation  Governments, 
they  have  parted  with  aU  p<^tical  power  what- 
ever! that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-mod^ 
this  form  of  GovemmenJ;  they  have  themselves 
established,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision 
in  the  constitution,  or  m  accordanoe  with  a  law 
of  the  Legislature  1  This  is  maintaining  that 
sovereignty  resides  in  the  constitnted  authori- 
ties, ana  not  in  the  people  at  large ;  it  is  raising 
the  creature  above  his  creator,  the  ^ent  above 
the  principal.  It  is  exalting  the  Legislature , 
above,  and  making  it  independent  of,  the  con- 
stituent body. 

The  conetitulions  irf  most  of  the  States  con- 
tain some  provi^n  for  altering  or  amending 
them ;  some  through  the  ageni^  of  a  conven- 
tion, and  some  otherwise.  But  such  constitu- 
tional provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  take  away  the  right  and  power  of 
the  people,  acting  in  their  primarily  original 
capacity,  to  change  tiieir  tystem  of  govern- 
ment. 

This  is  a  risht  whi,ch  they  have  not  delega- 
ted, and  whicn,  of  course,  must  abide  with  uie 
people  at  large.  Conventions  of  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,,  in  pursuance  of  a 
law  of  the  Le^alatnre ;  yet  this  is  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  convenience.  But  does  the  law  confer 
on  tiiem  their  power  1  That  is  the  question. 
If  it  does,  then  a  L^ialature  can  grant  to  an- 
other body  greater  power  than  it  possesses  it- 
self; even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy 
those  very  fbrms  under  which  it  exists ;  a  pow- 
er to  destroy  the  Lefpslature  itself.  This  is 
preposterous^  and  shows  the  absurdity  of  the 
principle  contended  for.  If  a  convention  does 
not  derive  its  power  from  the  Legislature,  from 
whence  can  it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people  f 
"What  is  a  convention  ?  Is  it  not  a  body  repre- 
senting the  people  in  their  primary,  elementary 
capacity,  and  wholly  independent  of  the  Legis- 
lature and  constituted  authorities  ?  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people, 
he  should  like  to  be  informed  what  a  conven- 
tion is.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Pkbstor)  adta,  who  and  what  are  the  people  t 
He  was  surprised  at  mch  an  inquiiy  mm  any 
quarter,  and  stdll  more  that  it  should  come  from 
one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  conTention^ 
and  attempts  to  call  forth  the  latfflt  eneroiea  of 
State  rights  and  popular  power.  He  am.  not  . 
understand  the  Senator's  answer  to  his  own 
question,  forther  than  his  declaration  that  he 
himself  (Mr.  F.)  was  one  of  the  people.  The 
inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  easily  an- 
swered. The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  the 
whole  population  of  a  State ;  but  in  a  political 
sense,  the  ^ople  were  that  portion  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  possessed  the  political  power  la 
a  State :  it  did  not  mean  women  or  children, 
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bat  the  whole  body  of  citizeos  with  whom  the 
political  power  of  a  State  resided. 

Hr.  OsiTTKiniBii  said  that  this  was  the  only 
hUl  he  had  seen  in  that  Senate,  during  his  term 
of  service^  whidi  had  a  preamble  attadied  to 
it.  It  was  his  opinion  that  it  was  wholly  nn- 
neoessary.  However,  it  was  deemed  necessary 
hy  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of  some  argu- 
ment or  elucidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
but  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend. 
Bid  diis  preamble,  he  asked,  vary  and  alter  the 
construction  of  the  law  f  Was  it  not  the  same 
with  or  without  iti  Had  he  been  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  would  have  op- 
posed the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  because  it 
did  not  tell  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  It 
bore  upon  its  face  what  the  lawyers  call  a  tup- 
prmio  teri.  Now,  if  the  Senate  were  right 
in  snpposiog  that  the  convention  of  December 
last  was  a  le^timate  and  conBtitutional  assem- 
bly, and  that  its  prooeedings  were  valid  and 
bmaing^  did  the  striking  oat  or  retdning  of 
the  preamble  affect  the  deliberations  of  the 
oonv«ition,  one  way  or  thettther  ?  He  thought 
not.  Hichigsn  had  precluded  herself  from  no 
right  by  it,  and  a  right  would  be  binding  upon 
her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retained 
or  not.  Was  not  that  very  clear  I  Then,  why 
ret^  it !  Gentlemen  had  mnch  better  lay  it 
aside,  and,  by  making  no  allusion  to  it,  they 
would  avoid  all  the  questions  upon  which  they 
had  been  bo  long  debating.  If  there  was  to  be 
E  iffeamUe  at  aU,  it  was  proper,  aa  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  QSx,  Hobbis)  had  salOf  that  it  should 
oontam  a  true  and  complete  history  of  the  whole 
proceeding.  He,  Hr.  0.,  wonld  vote  for  the 
preamble  provided  all  the  &cts  were  introduc- 
ed; or,  ifuie  question  should  be  made,  he  would 
vote  for  strikmg  it  out.  He  thought  that  oU 
parties  might  consistently  do  that   He  ei- 

Sressed  his  anxiety  for  the  speedy  admis^on  of 
[ichigan  into  the  Union,  and  said  that  he  was 
then  prepared  to  vote  for  the  bill,  and  trusted 
that  gentlemen  would  concur  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  inser- 
fion  of  a  preamble. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Kobbi8*s 
amendment  to  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  negative : 

Tub.— Uenrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Koight, 
ICoore,  UorrU,  Prentiss,  Fteston,  Robbius,  Sevier, 
Southard,  Swift,  White— 18.  ■ 

Natb. — Ueflsrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  HendrickB,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Nicholas,  Niles,  Fogfi  Faiker,  mves, 
BobinsoD,  Rugglefl,  Strange,  TaUmadge,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wall,^right— 28. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  re- 
jected. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  he  ongroMed  for  a 
third  reading : 

Tus. — Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dona, 
Foltop,  Gmndy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Ejng  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  QeotffA,  Enigtit,  Linn,  Nicholas, 
Nilea^  Page,  Forkw,  Bives,  Bobbisoa,  Buggies,  Se- 
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Tier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  npton,  Walkn,  Wall, 
White,  Wr&itH-2T. 

'  Natb.— Meflsn.  Baysrd,  GUliooii,  Dnls,  FteaSm 


KoBDAT,  Jannary  9. 

The  Chaih  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Sahuxl  Pbsstiss,  re-elected  Senator  from 
the  State  of  Vermont 

Also,  the  credentials  of  Hon.  William  0. 
Preston,  re-elected  Senator  from  ttw  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  farther  con^derafion  of  the  joint  res- 
olution resdnding  the  Treasnry  order  of  Jnly, 
1886. 

The  question  b^g  on  lb.  Bivzs's  jrab* 
stitate^ 

Mr.  Sbanob  addressed  the  Chair :  I  am  oppos- 
ed to  the  ori^nal  resolutions,  because  they 
propose  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  I  do 
not  mean  by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  for  I 
suppose  the  honorable  Senator  really  meant 
what  his  resolution  contained,  and  proposes  to 
rescind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by  a  Tote 
of  the  National  Legislature ;  and  this^  with  due 
deference,  I  conceived  to  be  a  mamfest  sole- 
cism. The  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
departments  of  this  Government  are  wisely  eep- 
arated  by  the  coastatntion,  and  one  cannot  in- 
terfere nidi  the  province  of  another.  The  1^ 
islative  prescribe  rules  for  the  executive  and 
judiciary,  but  cannot  itadf  perform  any  legidar 
tive  or  judicii^  fkmction,  except  in  the  special 
cases  set  forth  in  tiie  constitntioQ.  Oongress 
may,  if  it  be  necessary  and  proper,  command 
the  Executive  to  reped  the  Treasnry  order,  but 
cannot  itself  repeal  it.  Congress  passes  laws 
for  the  government  of  every  citizen,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  his  own  peril  he 
yields  6r  withholds  obedience.  As  well,  and 
even  with  more  propriety,  m^ht  the  Sapreme 
Court  say  it  repeals  an  act  of  Congress,  when 
it  pronounces  U  anconstitntional,  and  refuses 
to  enforce  it  And  as  well  mlf^t  Oongress  aaj 
it  repeals  a  decidon  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
when  that  dedeiou,  having  opened  its  eyes  to 
some  iffyct  in  the  existing  law,  induces  it  to 
prescribe  a  new  mle  for  foture  action.  Even 
when  the  decisions  of  the  court  are  palpablj 
repugnant  to  the  existing  law.  Congress  cannot 
repeu  them.  Oongress  may  direct  what  decis- 
ions shall  be  made  in  f^tnre,  but  cannot  repeal 
those  already  published.  Neither  can  it  repeat 
the  decisions  of  the  Executive.  The  Legislature 
prescribes  rules  for  the  government  of  both 
these  departments,  and  to  each  of  them  it  mnst 
be  left  to  apply  them ;  and  each  must,  in  the 
first  instance,  judge  bow  far  its  own  actions 
square  with  the  nues  prescribed,  opon  its  own 
official  responubility.  Adhnct  declaration  of 
repeal,  therefore,  most  be  altogether,  inopera- 
tive, and  of  couneJuabsoriSty.  ThetiTtthis^ 
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this  Treasory  order  is  alu^ether  an  executive 
act,  and  can  only  be  uDdone  bj  execntive  an- 
thtRity.  OongresB  may  command  its  repeal, 
and  doabtless  the  Exeoative  would  yield  such 
command  respectftil  obedience.  Bnt  it  strikes 
me  there  is  soraetlibig  in  the  mode  of  this  un- 
dertaking to  efibet  the  repeal  of  the  Treasory 
order^  not  ctmrifltent  with  striot  ]>arliamentar7 
propnety ;  at  least,  not  altogether  consistent 
witD  the  professed  purpose  of  those  who  desire 
its  repeal.  It  is  laid  down  in  Jefferson's  Man- 
ual, the  highest  authority  acknowledged  "bj  us 
in  snch  matters,  that  "  When  the  House  com- 
maods  any  thing,  it  is  by  order.  But  facta, 
principles,  their  own  opinions  and  purposes,  are 
expressed  in  the  form  of  rettolntiona."  Now, 
&e  reaolotions  before  ns,  while  they  assume 
the  name  of  resolutions,  effect  the  office  of 
orders,  and  to  perform  more,  as  I  think  Thave 
before  shown,  than  even  an  order  would  be 
eompeteot  to  accomplish. 

But,  again,  I  am  opposed  to  the  reBoIotions, 
Iwcanae  tiiey  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  mme- 
oesBnily,  as  I  conceive,  in  a  matter  where,  from 
its  natcm,  a  large  ^seretion  is  desirable,  being 
highly  convenient,  and  in  no  degree  liable  to 
dangerous  use.  I  know  it  is  the  fashion  of  the 
day  to  sappose  that  the  executlTe  authority  is 
the  only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way 
Ukdy  to  threaten  the  liberties  of  the  country. 
Among  the  blessing  Hr.  President,  for  which 
we  of  the  present  day  are  debtors  to  Heaven, 
there  are  none,  politically  speaking,  for  which 
w  e  have  more  j  ust  reason  to  bo  grateful,  than  that 
the  formation  of  our  constitution  has  not  been 
left  to  our  own  hands  j  that  we  have  received 
ft  ready  f<nined,  in  all  its  beautiful  proportions^ 
1^  men  who  seran  to  have  been  oommissianed 
Heaven  for  tiiis  very  thing.  Sumranded  by 
an  atmosphere  Just  purified  by  the  storms  and 
convnMons  of  the  Revolution,  every  one  feel- 
ing more  strongly  than  anjr  other  want  that  of 
an  equal,  wise,  and  impartial  Government,  they 
addressed  themselves  to  the  task  with  no  facul- 
ty  biased  by  local  or  personal  passions.  They 
■oo^t  for  truth  with  their  visual  organs  purg- 
ed from  the  mists  of  prejudice,  and  they  found 
her.  They  listened  to  her  inspired  instructions, 
and  penned  the  happy  constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  the  envy  of  other  nations,  and  the 
pride  of  oar  own.  They  divided  Govemment- 
into  three  departmfflit^  and  prescribed  the 
t^tm  In  wlmflt  each  shoold  move.  Bumony 
and  Bafirt?  will  ever  ottoid  its  action,  while 
each  strictly  observes  the  law  of  its  creation. 
Bat  it  is  dimoolt  to  say  from  which  the  most 
direftil  results  are  to  be  apprehended,  should  it 
with  eccentric  movement  forsake  its -natural 
orbit,  and  invade  those  of  its  sister  planets. 
TieWing  this  matter  in  the  light  of .  erperience, 
we  should  be  led  to  suppose  that  from  the  In- 
itiative department  there  was  the  ^atest  rea- 
*on  for  jealou:^  of  usurpation,  or  mvasion  of 
the  province  of  others.  The  most  remarkable 
and  desolating  revolutions  of  which  modern 
Idsttny  fiunisfaes  an  account  are  those  of  Ecg- 


land  and  France,  and  the  complete  prostration 
of  the  execntive  and  judicial  authorities  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  legislative  marked  those  san- 
guinary events.  But  to  press  this  portion  of 
the  subject  no  farther,  suffice  it  to  say,  that 
true  wisdom  cUotates  to  each  department  great 
forbearance  towards  the  others,  and  a  no  less 
scrupulous  abstinence  from  infrin^ng  upon 
their  rights,  than  a  jealous  core  of  its  own. 
The  collection  of  the  revenue  is  strictly  an  ex- 
ecutive act.  The  Legislature,  to  be  snr&  can 
fdone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue,  and  the 
mode  of  its  collectiou ;  but  the  funds,  to  use 
the  language  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receiv- 
able, is,  in  the  general,  a  fair  subject  to  be  left 
to  toe  Executive,  under  the  constitution,  and 
the  broad  range  of  circumstances  which  may 
from  time  to  time  arise.  The  general  principle, 
certainly,  (from  which  neither  common  reason 
nor  convenience  will  allow  of  any  wide  depart- 
ure,) is,  that  the  public  revenue  ahould  be  col- 
lected in  what  u  obviously  equivalent  to  so 
much  gold  and  rilver,  the  aohnowledged  stand- 
ards of  value  both  by  the  constitution  and  tlie 
usage  of  trade.  What  is  so  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatiy  upon  circumstances  continually  fiuc- 
tuating^the  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar 
application  for  which  any  given  portion  of  the 
revenue  is  designed.  Sometimes  the  ease  of 
the  citizen  may  be  consulted  to  a  great  extent, 
in  perfect  consistency  with  the  security  of  the 
Treasury;  and  at  otiiers,  nothing  short  of  the 
precious  metals  themselves  will  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  the  public  demands.  I  do  not  me^n  to 
say  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  of  dictat- 
ing even  the  funds  in  which  the  revenue  may  be 

Said,  or  that  there  is  any  thing  improper  in  her 
oing  so ;  but  that,  in  general,  the  officer  whose 
business  it  is  to  supervise  the  Treasury,  in  his 
turn  under  the  supervision  of  the  Executive, 
will  be  well  capable  of  judging,  and  much  more 
competent  to  act  to  the  advantage  of  the  public, 
under  sudden  emergencies,  (which  no  human 
sagacity  is  sufficient  to  foresee,)  when  untram- 
melled by  rigid,  inflexible  rules ;  and,  therefore, 
unless  strong  considerations  call  for  the  enact- 
ment of  such  rules,  it  is  far  better  t<f  leave  him 
with  the  responsibility  upon  his  own  shoulders, 
which,  without  such  enactments,  would  rest 
there.  Thus  the  executive  class  of  public  offi- 
cers would  be  Btimulflted  to  more  activity; 
feeling,  in  addition  to  their  responnbility  to  us, 
the  representatives.of  the  peofde,  a  direct  re- 
sponsibility to  them,  our  common  masters,  for 
the  wisdom  and  fldelify  of  thdr  action. 

I  am  uain  Oj^posed  to  the  resolutions,  be- 
cause, as  f  conceive,  they  are  intended  to  cen- 
sure the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon  the  mere 
perusal  of  the  resolutions  themselv^  that 
doubt  must  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  the 
comments  of  their  advocates,  and  the  reasons 
which  urge  them  to  their  support.  Some  of 
the  reasons  upon  which  they  are  avowedly 
supported  are  uie  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
President,  in  caanng  the  issue  of  the  Treasury 
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order  thej  are  designed  to  repeal.  He  is,  in 
effect,  charged  vith  fidBehood ;  for  the  Treas- 
xffj  order  bears  upon  its  face,  doubtlessl/  under 
his  own  authority  and  direction,  the  motives 
which  induced  htm  to  sive  it  existence ;  and  we 
are  here  publicly  told  that  his  true  motives 
were  of  an  altogether  different  kind ;  thus  di- 
rectly cbar«ng  hUn  with  an  attempt  to  deceive 
the  pQblio,  m  pladng  before  it  &lBe  moUves  for 
his  official  action.  But  this  is  not  alL  He  is 
not  only  charged  with  falsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  moUves  imputed  to  him  is  in  itself 
altogether  base  and  dishonorable.  We  are  told 
that  some  of  the  land  epeculators  aHnded  to  in 
the  order  were  hia  own  parUcolar  friends, 
whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to  promote ; 
that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  the  public  lands,  and  are  threatened  with 
loBs,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  holding  for  an 
inconvenient  length  of  time,  should  the  United 
States  continue  to  be  «  ccmipetitor  with  them 
in  onrestricted  sales ;  and  tha^  while  the  Unit- 
ed States  is  demanding  spede,  they,  by  selling 
for  mpvty  would  aoqnire  a  preference  in  the 
market,  and  be  enabled  to  oonmiand  better 
prices ;  thus  making  the  Preddoit  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed States,  in  forget^ilness  of  hia  high  station, 
and  his  well-earned  h<»K)ra,  to  sell  the  latter  for 
trash  to  enrich  his  friends,  and  prostitute  the 
former  to  gratify  their  avarice.  Another  mo- 
tive as^goed  is,  that  being  in  heart  opposed  to 
the  deposit  law  of  the  last  seanon,  he  was  deair- 
ous  of  throwing  every  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
its  exeoutioD,  to  verify  the  evil  omena  uttered 
by  himself  and  friends  in  rdatlon  to  it,  and  to 
render  it  o^ons  in  the  eyea  of  the  people.  To 
aoom^lish  all  this,  the  Treasary  order  was  fram- 
ed, in  the  hope  that  the  pressare  and  embar- 
ranmenta  it  would  produce  mi{^t  be  impnted 
to  the  d^Kidt  act  It  may  be  that  the  Presi- 
dent ot  the  United  States  was  not  well  inclined 
to  the  deposit -act,  and  that  in  trnUi  it  is  a  mi»- 
chievons  measure,  some  of  the  evils  of  which 
are  now  demonstrating  themselves ;  that  those 
are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not  in  any 
other  way.be  brought  to  dream  of  their  ex- 
istence ;  that  in  fact  the  connection  between 
present  difficulties  and  the  deposit  act  is  so  in- 
timate as  to  make  it  ^pear  that  one  was  got 
up  by  previous  design  to  accompany  the  other. 
Bat  however  all  this  may  be,  it  is  well  known 
the  preset  Ohief  Uagisti*ate  is  not  a  man  to  ao- 
oony)lt8h  bis  views  by  any  indirection ;  tiiat  a 
bold  and  manly,  and,  as  hi^  enjnoies  think,  a 
rash  and  reokleas  polifiy,  is  vne  of  hia  chanc- 
teristici.  Yet  getriiwien  who  adrocate  these 
resolations  ascribe  to  hint  conduct  bwhly  dis- 
ingenuona,  and  motives  exceedingly  dishonor- 
able. It  is  not  my  wish,  in  malice,  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  any  one ;  and  if  I  should  refer 
nnfevorably  to  the  motives  of  a  party,  I  hope 
no  gwtleman  within  or  without  these  walls 
will  consider  it  personal  to  himself,  or  spring- 
ing, in  the  slightest  degree,  from  individual 
feadng.  We  are  all  men,  and  are'  all  liable  to 
have  our  Jodgment  watped,  however  clear  and 


intuitive  originally,  by  the  allurements  of  per- 
suasion, the  fascination  of  affection,  the  deh- 
sions  of  prejudice,  or  the  madness  of  passion, 
and  when  I  find  myself  differing  with  another, 
I  am  always  willing  to  sappose,  and  have  it  sup- 
posed, that  cither  he  or  myself  hare  fallea 
under  sul^eotion  to  one  of  these  malign  iii- 
flnenoes. 


TuESDAT,  January  10. 

Menage  fnm  the  PretiderU — Islhmvt  qf  Darien 
and  of  NiearaguQ—PropotaUfor  enminglifi 
Skip-eantdi. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Fresidoit  of  the  United  Sutea: 

T»0ieS«MUoftU  VnitedStatet: 

Immediatdy  after  the  passage  the  Senate,  ata 
former  bbb^ii,  of  the  resdation  requesting  tba 
President  to  con^der  the  expe^eno;  of  opening 
negotiatioiia  with  the  Qovemmente  of  other  iutioD& 
and  particulari;  with  the  Governments  of  Central 
America  and  New  Granada,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
oalljr  protecting,  by  equitable  treat;  etipnlations 
with  them,  such  himTiduals  or  companies  as  ndriit 
undertake  to  open  a  commnoicatioa  between  m 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  hj  the  construction  ot  a 
ship  canal  across  the  isthmus  which  connects  North 
and  South  America,  and  of  securing  forever,  b;  Both 
stipulaticHis,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal  to  all  such  nations,  on  the  payment  (u 
such  reasonable  tolls  as  ought  be  est^ilidiedta 
compensate  the  capitalists  who  might  engage  hi  audi 
undertaking,  and  complete  the  woric,  an  agent  was 
employed  to  obtain  information  in  req>ect  to  tlio 
situaUon  and  character  of  the  country  tbrouRb  which 
the  line  of  aunmuoication,  if  eatabliahed,  wodd 
necessarily  pass,  and  the  state  of  the  projects  irtiidi 
were  understood  to  be  contemplated  for  opening  Buch 
communication  by  a  canal  or  a  railroad.  The  agent 
returned  to  tiie  United  States  in  Sqitembw  last,  and 
althou{^  the  Infixmation  collected  by  him  Is  not  aa 
full  as  could  have  been  desired,  yet  it  is  sufficieDt 
to  show  that  tin  probability  of  an  eariy  execution  of 
any  of  the  projects  whidi  nave  been  set  on  foot  for 
the  construction  of  the  conuntmicatioa  alluded  to  ia 
not  80  great  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  open  a  nego- 
tiation at  present  with  any  foreign  GovenuDent 
upon  the  subject. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
'  Wabbimoton,  January  9,  18S?. 

Treanfry  Cvradar. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  ftuther  con- 
sideration «F  the  joint  resolution  to  Tesoiod  the 
Treasury  order  of  July,  1886,  Ac.,  together  with 
the  substitute  <^for6d  ther^or  by  Jli*.  Bms, 
in  the  following  words : 

^^Retolvedt  That  hereafter  all  smns  of  money  aocni- 
ing  or  beeoDibig  payaUe  to  the  United  States, 
whether  from  oostoms,  pnbKc  lands,  taxes,  debtt, 
or  otiienrise,  shall  be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the 
\epX  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  m  the  noM 
of  banks  whidi  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in 
tiie  said  l^al  currency  under  the  foUoiring  reatrie- 
tions  and  conditioDS  hi  regard  to  Biush  notes:  that  is, 
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from  nd  after  the  paaaige  of  reeotution,  the  notes 
of  DO  bank  which  shall  iame  tulls  or  notes  of  a  leas 
deDOnunation  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received  in  pay- 
moit  of  the  pnblio  dues;  froiv  and  afterthe  first  da7 
of  Jul;,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  irliich  shall  issue 
UIU  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  tea  dollars 
dull  be  recanble;  and  from  and  after  the  first  of 
Jnlj,  1841,  the  like  prcdiiUtion  shall  be  extended  to 
the  luMes  of  all  buiks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  less 
denomination  than  twenty  d^Iars ;  Provided,  how- 
ettr,  Tb»t  no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the 
collectors  or  receivers,  vfaich  the  banks  in  vhich 
tbey  are  to  be  depoaited  shall  not,  under  the  super- 
vi»on  and  contrci  d  the  Secretary  (tf  ttie  l^«asury, 
agree  to  pea  to  the  credit  oSibo  United  States  as 

The  question  l>eing  on  the  adoption  of  his 
nbstitate, 

ICr.  Rim  sidd  that,  in  asldng  the  indnlgence 
of  the  Senate,  it  was  not  bis  design  to  abuse 
their  patience  hy  reargaing  the  qnestions  which 
had  already  been  so  fally  and  so  ably  discussed, 
in  relation  to  the  lenity  or  the  policy  of  the 
Treasary  circular.  It  was  his  wish  only  to 
state,  somewhat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet 
had  an  opportonity  of  doing,  the  views  under 
the  influence  of  which  he  had  offered  the  propo- 
iUkta  which  is  nov  pending  before  the  Senate, 
m  aa  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  (Hr.  Ewnia.)  In  reference  to 
the  moat  important  otfjeots  <a  the  Tt-easury  ctr- 
colar,  be  ngudadi  that  measure  as  having  done 
its  office ;  and  the  interests  of  the  country  are 
now  Toaob  more  concerned  in  the  provision  we 
shall  mkke  for  tlu>  fbturcL  than  in  any  decision 
we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  'When  I  had 
the  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Ur,  K.,  of  ad- 
dresnng  a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  this 
snbject,  I  said  what  I  take  great  plcasore  now 
in  repeating,  that,  in  whatever  different  lights 
the  operation  of  the  Treasury  circolar  may 
liave  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  thorough- 
ly persuaded — that  the  motives  which  had  in- 
onoed  the  high  functionary  at  the  head  ctf  the 
QvTwnment  to  direct  the  iasning  of  it  were  in 
paftctcmuonanoe  with  that  eleroted  uid  padai- 
otie  spirit  which  had  so  coni^ienondy  marked 
the  whole  course  of  his  pnbiie  life ;  and  that 
no  defect  of  legality,  in  my  estinutioOf  bad 
been  shown  in  the  authority  nnder  which  it 
was  issued.  X  added,  also,  that  the  measure 
was  properly  to  be  viewed  as  a  temporary  one, 
to  eonttnoe  m  operation  mitil  the  action  of  Con- 
gress on  tha  whole  sabjeot  conld  be  obtained ; 
and  that  the  Preadent  himself,  as  shown  by  the 
evidence  of  his  Message  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  attached  no  importance  to  its 
adoption  as  a  permanent  rule  of  policy. 

Ctoe  the  leading  objects  of  the  Treasury 
cirealar,  at  the  time  it  was  issaed^  was  to  ohedic 
that  Ua^maj  to  extravagant  bank  issues  and 
bank  credits  which  has  so  signally  marked  the 
hmtorj  ot  the  last  twelve  or  ^hteea  months. 
Bat,  so  &r  aa  that  ol^ect  is  eonoerned,  the  same 
cftct  win  now  be  prodnoed  la  a  mmner  not 
Jm  eertafa^  thooi^  V  <k  P'ooMi  nKve  gradnsi, 
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and  therefore  easier  and  safer  to  the  compinnity, 
by  the  operation  of  the  depoat  act.  No  one 
can  doubt,  Ur.  President,  that  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  recent  over-action  of  the  banking 
system  in  this  conntry  is  to  be  found  in  tiie  im- 
mense sums  of  public  moneys  left  in  the  deposit 
banks,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
npon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  much  to 
their  banking  c^itals.  This  is  a  state  of  things 
which  has  been  eminentiy  pernicious  in  all  its 
bearings.  The  correction  of  so  great  an  evil 
formed  in  my  mind  one  of  the  strongest  oon- 
riderations  fat  {pving  the  oOTdial  support  I  did 
tothedepodtactftftibelastaesrion;  ameasnre 
wUofa,  however  mnoh  misomoeived  or  mis- 
r^wesented  in  regard  to  its  tme  oharaoter,  has^ 
in  my  opinion,  conferred  upon  the  country  a 
double  benefaction  of  the  highest  valae :  first, 
in  patting  ont  of  the  way  of  the  Government 
the  temfHtation,  whose  powerM  inflnenoe  we 
were  alraady  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  ex- 
travagant, and  anti-republican  expenditure ; 
and,  secondly,  in  taking  from  the  deposit  banks 
that  gratuitous  and  artificial  increment  of  their 
capitals,  which  has  been  a  main  cause  of  the 
unnatural  distention  of  our  paper  currency,  and 
of  that  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation  which  has 
prev^ed  throng  the  ooontry.  In  grsdoally 
withdrawing,  aa  we  now  are  doing  by  the  act 
of  the  last  sesdoUf  these  large  smonnta  <tf  the 
pnblie  treasure  frmn  the  possesnon  of  the  de- 
posit bante,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  I  tmst,  by  a 
wise  and  provident  l^slatiou,  we  shall  do,  the 
aeonmnlation  of  any  idle  surplus  in  ftitnre,  the 
Government  will  t^e  away  tiie  sUmtdns  whioh 
itself  has  given  to  the  excessive  issues  and 
credits  of  the  banks ;  and  we  may  then  hope 
th^  under  tiie  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of 
trade,  they  will  retnm  within  those  safe,  prop- 
er, and  natural  limits  whioh  the  bonness  of  the 
community  reqnires. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  Ur. 
President,  I  will  make  one  other  observation. 
However  necessary  or  desirable  the  contraction 
of  oar  paper  circulation  m^  be,  (if  it  be,  in- 
deed, in  the  la^  excess  which  is  supposed  by 
many,)  it  must  be  borae  in  mind  that  there  u 
no  operation  more  deUoate  than  the  reduction 
of  the  currency  of  a  country.  A  decreasing 
circulating  medium,  it  is  agreed  alike  by  theo- 
retical writers  and  by  enlightened  practical 
men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in  the  moneyed 
affairs  of  a  commanity  whioh  is  the  most  criti- 
cal and  distressing.  It  is  a  transition  fh>m  high 
to  low  priora,  from  a  certain  and  liberal  reward 
of  labor  to  diminished  wages  and  precarious 
employment,  from  active  and  prospenng  indus- 
try to  general  languor  and  depres«on  in  all  the 
operations  of  bnnness.  It  is  a  change  to  which 
society  always  adjnata  itself  dowly  and  pidnftil-  > 
ly ;  and,  under  the  most  &TOrahie  circorastan- 
ces,  must  be  attoided  with  distress — often  with 
extsnstve  rain.  Great  caution,  thwefore,  is 
necessary,  lest  it  be  unduly  ineimtated  in  its 
wn^^ress,  or  harshly  aggravated  m  its  effects. 
We  have^  in  tiw  histtny  of  our  own  country,  at 
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s  period  not  too  remote  for  the  recollection  of 
most  of  ns,  a  memorable  example  of  the  dis- 
tresiiiDg  effects  of  a  rapid  redaction  of  the  cir- 
cnlatios  medium.  It  is  strikingly  exhibited,  ia 
all  its  details,  in  the  aUe  report  of  Mr.  Oraw- 
ford,  then  Secretary  of  the  IVeasory,  on  the 
cnrren^,  in  1620.  It  is  there  shown  that  the 
<nrcnl&tion  of  the  country,  in  the  three  years 
from  1816  to  1819,  had  bees  bronc^t  down 
from  110  millioDs  in  the  former,  to  45  millions 
in  the  latter ;  making  the  enormons  redaction 
of  65  millions  within  that  short  period  I  The 
tows  of  wide-spread  rnin  and  distress  which 
ouned  is  fresh  in  the  memories  of  all  who  wit- 
nessed it.  It  inculcates,  at  least,  the  necessity 
of  caattoa  in  the  action  of  tiie  Oovemment  on 
this  subject.  It  is  our  duty  to  withdraw  from 
the  banking  operations  of  the  country  that  ar- 
tificial stimulant  which  the  Oovemment  itself 
has  administered ;  bat  that  being  done,  a  jost 
policy,  in  general,  requires  that  the  concerns  of 
trade  shonU  he  I^  to  r^olate  themselveB  by 
their  own  natnral  and  remedial  laws. 

Regarding,  then,  the  Treasury  circular  as 
having  maimy  done  its  office^  we  are  now  called 
npon  to  establish  s<Hne  pennanent  and  equal 
role  for  the  collection  the  public  revenues. 
It  is  a  duty  which  we  cannot  evade  if  we  would. 
In  the  joint  power  which  the  constitution  in- 
vests in  Congress,  to  "  lay  and  collect "  taxes, 
our  duty  is  read  to  us  in  terms  too  significant 
to  be  mistaken.  It  is  as  mnch  a  part  of  the 
legislative  authority  to  say  in  what  manner  and 
by  what  rule  the  collection  of  the  public  rev- 
enue shall  be  effected,  as  to  say  to  what  amonnt 
and  from  soorces  it  shall  be  raised.  Important 
as  BOoh  a  regolation  is  at  all  times,  it  oerives, 
at  the  present  moment,  a  partictuar  interest 
from  its  dose  connection  witli  the  subject  of 
the  caTren<^.  It  is  in  that  connection  that  all 
who  have  participated  in  this  debate,  have  dis- 
cussed this  question  before  the  Senate ;  and  it 
is  donbUess  in  that  connection  that  the  public 
attention  ia  turned  with  most  anxiety  to  our 
decision  upon  it.  I  feel,  Mr.  President,  all  the 
magnitude  and  all  the  difEtculty  of  this  great 
question  of  the  currency.  There  is  none  that 
rises  higher  in  importwce,  or  descends  more 
deeply  into  the  interests  of  society.  It  comes 
home  to  the  badness  and  the  bosoms  of  men.^' 
It  affects  alike  the  humblest  laborer  aiul  the 
wealthiest  cwitalist ;  on  it  depend  tiM  security 
of  property,  uie  stal^ity  of  contracts,  the  com- 
fort and  support  of  families,  and,  I  will  add,  in 
a  great  dc^;ree,  the  public  morals ;  for  nothing, 
in  my  opinion,  is  more  calculated  to  unsettle 
the  moral  sense  and  habits  of  a  community  than 
the  dispositions  and  pursuits  fostered  by  the 
lottery  of  a  fluctuating  currency.  In  approach- 
ing such  a  subject,  I  feel  dl  the  diffideoce  which 
a  just  sense  of  its  difficulty  and  importance 
properly  inspires.  But,  having  submitted  to 
the  Senate  a  proposition  which,  if  adopted, 
would,  I  flatter  myself  exert  no  small  influence 
on  this  great  interest ;  and  as  the  friends  of  th^ 
administi'atiou  (myself  among  the  uomber)  have 
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been  sccnsed  of  entertuning  visionary,  imprac- 
ticable, and  pernicious  notions  in  regard  to  a  re- 
form of  the  currency,  I  must  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  while  I  state,  with  as  much  precis- 
ion as  I  may,  the  views  of  that  reform  which  I 
entertain,  and  which  have  determined  the  shape 

In  ^l^^^g  the  qnestion  of  a  reform  of  the 
cnrrency,  it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  ideas 
clearly  as  to  two  things :  first,  the  natore  and 
extent  of  the  end  to  be  aimed  at;  secondly, 
the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  athuned.  If  I 
am  asked,  what  is  the  end  I  propose,  whether 
I  am  in  favor  of  a  specie  drcnlation  exclusive- 
ly, and  the  total  suppression  of  bank  paper,  I 
answer.  No.  Even  if  such  an  object  were  de- 
sirable, it  is  pl^y  impracticable.  In  the  pres- 
ent state  of  commercial  progress  and  refinement 
tbronghout  the  world,  it  would  probably  be  im- 
practicable anywhere ;  bat  in  this  country,  and 
under  onr  system  of  government  eqtedally,  ft 
is  obviously  wholly  onatUunaUe.  Whether 
right  or  wrong,  we  nnd  twenty-dz  independent 
State  Le^slatures  possessed  of  the  power  to 
create  banking  corporations.  Whatever  specu- 
lative donbts  may  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  as 
to  the  constitutional  validity  of  this  power,  the 
States  now  actually  possess  and  exercise  it,  as 
they  have  invariably  done  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government,  and  there  is  not  the  slight- 
est probability  that  they  will  ever  be  divested 
of  it.  In  every  sober  and  practical  scheme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  assumption 
that  this  independent  State  power  will  remain. 
How,  then,  can  the  banking  system  be  sap- 

Breswd  by  this  Oovemment  1  Such  a  notion, 
'  entertained  anywhere^  would  Indeed  be  Uto- 
pian and  viMonary. 

Hy  object^  then,  woold  he,  not  the  destruction 
of  the  bankmg  system  and  the  total  suppres- 
sion of  bank  paper,  but  an  efficient  regmation 
of  it,  and  its  restriction  to  safe  and  proper  limits ; 
not  the  exclusive  use  of  specie  as  a  circulating 
medium,  but  such  a  substantial  enlargement 
and  genera]  diffunon  of  it  in  actual  circmatioo, 
as  would  make  it  the  practical  currency  of  com- 
mon life,  the  universal  medium  of  ordinary 
transactions ;  in  short,  the  money  of  the  farm- 
er, the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  and  the  trades- 
man ;  while  the  merchant  should  be  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  &oilities  of  a  sound  and  re- 
stricted paper  currency  for  his  ]ai;gor  operations. 
Such  a  reformation  in  the  cnrrency  as  this 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  productive  of  the 
most  benefidal  results.  It  would  give  secnrity 
to  the  industrious  classes  of  society  for  the  prod- 
ucta  of  their  labor,  agunst  the  casualties  in- 
cident to  the  paper  system.  The  laborer,  in 
returning  to  the  bosom  of  his  family  from  his 
weekly  toil,  would  no  longer  find  his  slmnbcrs 
broken  by  the  apprehension  that  the  hard  earn- 
ings of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of 
long  years  of  honest  industry,  might  be  dissi- 
pated in  a  moment  by  the  exploidon  of  a  bank, 
or  the  bursting  of  some  paper  bubble.  It 
would  give  security,  to  a  great  extent,  to  the 
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v&ole  t>o^T  of  the  commonitj  against  those 
^artrona  nnctnationB  in  the  Ttdne  of  property 
eontraets,  which  arise  fhnn  the  ebbs  snd 
{ton  of  an  unrestricted  paper  corrency.  It 
vtnldgive  security  to  the  baincs  themselves,  by 
proTiduig  them,  in  the  daily  internal  circnlation 
of  the  country,  an  abundant  and  accesdble  fond 
fbr  recruiting  thdr  resources,  whenever  they 
dunld  be  exposed  to  an  extraordinary  pressure. 

This,  sir,  is  the  happy  state  of  things  we 
might  promise  ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it 
ia  the  aim  of  the  proposition  which  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  do)  all  bank  bills,  under 
the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars,  with  a 
s(^d  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there 
uy  thing  wild,  any  thing  visionary,  any  thing 
pKidfflous,  ia  such  a  system  of  currency  as 
tlusT  It  baa  fhe  sanction,  Ur.  President,  of 
the  profoundest  writers  on  questions  of  politi- 
cd  economy,  and  has  received  the  practical 
assent  of  the  wisest  nations.  I  am  well  aware 
that  it  would  ill  become  me  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  any  scheme  which 
Tsa  not  thus  tested  and  approved.  Of  all  tbe 
writera  who  have  treated  and  examined  ques- 
tioDs  of  this  character,  none  possess  m  hign  an 
Mthority  as  the  author  of  the  "  Wealth  of  Na- 
tionB."  It  has  been  well  and  justly  said  that 
Adam  Smith  had  done  for  the  science  of  politi- 
cal economy  what  Bacon  and  Newton  had  done 
liirpbyncal  sdeace,  and  Sydney  and  Locke  for 
tlie  science  of  government  and  t^e  flindamen- 
tal  principles  of  civfl  and  political  liberty.  His 
work,  appearing  contemporaneously  with  the 
American  Revolution,  was  deeply  imboed  with 
tbe  free  spirit  and  tiie  lar^  and  vigorous  thouglit 
Thich  BO  remariubly  distinguished  that  great 
en.  He  came  forth  as  tbe  zealous  and  powerful 
champion  of  free  trade,  the  indexible  opponent  of 
moDopoly  and  rcstrictloa,  in  all  their  multiplied 
fiirma,  the  ardent  advocate  of  every  thing  that 
is  liberal,  generous,  and  popular,  in  the  institu- 
tions of  society  and  the  intercourse  of  nations. 
No  work  has  ever  exercised  so  large  an  influ- 
oce  for  good  on  the  policy  and  d^tiny  of  na- 
tions; and  none^  I  am  sure,  conndering  the 
itamp  of  Uberty  as  veil  as  wisdom  impressed 
npon  it  is  better  entitled  to  tiie  re^wct  of  an 
■aembly  of  American  legislators.  Adam  Smith, 
br  a  strange  mistake,  has  been  hdd  up,  rather 
<^probrioDaly,  as  the  advocate  of  a  paper  system 
—as  the  fonnaer,  in  fact,  of  the  paper  school  1 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  this. 
TFhile  he  recognized  the  utility  of  a  judicious 
system  of  banking,  in  liberating  and  putting 
into  productive  employment  capital  which 
»onltf  otherwise  remain  dead  and  inactive,  and 
the  bcilities  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
uKrce,  he  yet  insists  'that  tbe  general  circnla- 
lioD  of  the  country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  principles  he  has  lud  down 
n  tbe  iubjecta  of  banking  and  currency  con- 
finie  itm  to  be  appealed  to  by  the  enlightened 
vHters  who  have  followed  him,  as  affording 
Ae  soundest  exposition  of  those  subjects,  what- 
ew  moffificstkou  ctf  mbordinate  points  may 
Vofc  XQI^T 


have  been  made  by  snbseoneDt  inqnirers,  I  will 
^ve  to  the  Senate,  and  pmoipally  in  the  words 
of  Adam  Smith  himself^  an  outime  oS  his  as- 
tern of  currency.  After  Speaking  of  tbe  ad- 
vantages to  be  expected  from  a  judicious  and 
properly  conducted  system  of  banking,  he  says 
expressly,  that  the  commerce  and  industry  of 
a  connt^  are  not  so  secure  when  suspended,  as 
it  were,  on  the  Daedalian  wings  of  paper  money, 
as  when  they  travel  about  on  the  solid  ground 
of  gold  and  silver."  He  says,  therefore,  it  is 
the  policy  of  wise  Governments  "  to  guard,  not 
only  agunst  that  excessive  multiplication  of 
paper  money  which  rains  tbe  very  banks  wfaich 
issue  it,  bat  even  against  that  mnltiplieation  of  it 
which  enables  thorn  to  fill  tbe  greater  part  of 
the  oirouUtion  of  tbe  coontrr  wiUi  it"  He 
then  proceeds  to  diow  that  "the  c^ronlaitioii  qS 
every  country  may  be  considered  as  diWded 
into  two  different  branches :  the  drculation  of 
tbe  dealers  with  one  another,  and  tbe  drcnlac 
ti<m  between  tbe  dealers  and  oonsnmen."  His 
next  position  is,  "  that  paper  money  may  be  so 
regnlated  as  either  to  confine  itself  very  much 
to  the  circnlation  between  the  different  dealers, 
or  to  extend  itself  likewise  to  a  great  part  of 
that  between  tbe  dealers  and  consumers,"  The 
regulation  is  effected  by  fixing  the  denominfr* 
tion  of  the  notes  permitted  to  be  issued.  "  It 
were  better,"  he  adds,  "  that  no  bank  notes 
were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  fat  & 
smaller  sum  than  five  pounds.  Paper  money 
would  then  confine  itself  to  tbe  drcnlaticoi  b^ 
tween  the  different  dealers ; "  and  where  this 
is  the  case,  be  says,  "  there  is  always  plenty  of 
gold  and  silver."  **  But  where  it  extends  itself 
to  a  considerable  partof  the  circnlation  between 
dealers  and  consumers,  it  banishes  gold  and  sil- 
ver almost  entirely  from  the  country."  The 
system  Qf  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself 
into  this :  that  the  circulation  Iwtween  dealer 
and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but  that  the  ciroa- 
lation  between  dealer  and  consumer  should  be 
of  Uie  precious  metals ;  that  this  result  ought 
to  be  secured  by  prohibiting  tbe  issue  of  bank 
notes  for  a  less  sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that,, 
if  such  a  restriction  be  adwted,  there  "  will 
always  be  plenty  of  gold  and  ^ver  "  in  circu- 
lation, performing  all  the  offices  of  exchange  in 
the  "  ordinary  transactions  "  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  paper  would  be  confined  to  com- 
mercial operations  of  a  larger  scale.  Instead 
of  being  Uie  advocate,  far  less  the  founder,  of 
an  unrestricted  paper  system,  he  nrges  the  neces- 
sity of  confining  it  to  commercial  accommoda- 
tion in  tlie  laraer  transactions  between  dealer 
and  dealer.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  suppression 
of  all  bank  notes  under  five  pounds ;  wherehj 
gold  and  silver  will  fill  the  ordinary  cfaannelB 
of  circulation,  and  become,  in  fact,  the  oommoo 
practical  currency  of  tiie  country. 
But  this  sTjrstem  does  not  rest  on  the  antbrai- 

Sr  of  Adam  Smith  alone.  Hot  to  mention  tbe 
lustrions  names  or  the  pollCT-  of  other  enlight- 
ened nations  in  support  of  it,  it  has  receired 
the  aaecesHTe  aaoetton  of  a  long  line  of  th» 
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ablest  practical  statesmen  in  England.  It  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  that  tbe  great  work  of  Adam 
Smith  having  appeared  in  1776,  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britun,  in  the  very  next  year,  passed 
a  law  profaibitiDg  all  bankers  from  issuing  notes 
under  tiie  denomination  of  five  pounds.  This 
oontinaed  to  be  the  legislative  policy  of  that 
oonntry  till  the  memorable  year  of  1797,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  exigencies  and  embarrass- 
ments of  that  tremendons  conflict,  growing  oat 
of  tbe  French  rerolation,  which  desolated  and 
convulsed  Europe  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
the  Bank  of  England,  with  the  sanction  of  tbe 
Government^  suspended  specie  payments ;  and, 
at  the  same  time,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one- 
poond  and  two-pound  notes.  As  soon,  how- 
ever, as  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and  the  country 
was  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  the  resnmption 
of  specie  payments  by  the  bank,  the  enlighten- 
ed stat^nen  of  England  reonrred  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  all  notes  under  the  denominanon 
of  five  pounds.  TUs  return  to  a  sound  potioy, 
however,  was  not  aooomplished,  nor  has  it  been 
nuuntiuned,  without  encountering  a  strenuous 
and  persevering  opposition. 

There  is  something  so  instructive  in  Uie  his- 
tory of  this  reform  of  the  currency  in  Engjlandj 
tiiat  it  deserves  to  be  traced  somewhat  more  in 
detail.  In  1819,  a  law  was  passed  directing  a 
complete  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
the  bank  in  three  years,  to  wit,  m  1822 ;  and 
at  the  same  time  it  was  enacted  that  in  two 
years  after,  to  wit,  in  ,1824.  all  small  notes  un- 
der the  denomination  of  five  pounds  should  be 
prohibited.  The  first  provision  was  carried 
nllT  into  effect  at  the  designated  period ;  but 
Buoh  was  the  infiuenoe  of  the  country  bankers, 
■  and  other  associated  interests,  that,  before  the 
^pointed  time  for  the  suppression  of  the  small 
notes  arrived,  tbe  latter  provision  was  repealed, 
and  final  suppresdon  of  the  small  notes 
was  adjourned  to  1688,  the  year  of  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
But  the  great  commercial  convulsion  of  1826, 
which  swept  hank^  merchants,  farmers,  every 
thing,  before  it;  wilh  tbe  destructive  fiiry  of  a 
tornado,  soon  after  occurred,  and  forcibly  ad- 
monished British  statesmen  of  the  necessity  of 
seeking  a  remedy — in  part,  at  least— in  a  more 
solid  constitution  of  uieir  currency.  Accord- 
ingly, in  tiie  be^ning  of  182S,  Lord  laverpoid 
and  Mr.  Bobinson,  the  one  Uie  first  Lord  of  tiie 
Treasury,  the  other  tbe  Chancellor  the  Ex- 
chequer, introduced  and  carried  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  prohibition,  after  April,  1829,  of  all 
sinaU  notes  under  tbe  denomination  of  five 
ipoonda.  This  law  was  stoutly  and  zealously 
-opposed  at  tiie  time  of  its  enactment,  and  re- 
peated attempts  were  subsequentiy  made  to 
-proenre  its  repeal,  before  the  period  fixed  for 
its  operation.  But  these  efforts  were  happily 
unavuling ;  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith, 
iu  regard  to  tbe  prohibition  of  all  notes  under 
the  denomination  of  five  pounds,  re-establidied 
in  1829,  after  experiencing  the  bitter  fruits  of 
a  temfKvaiy  departure  from  it,  may  now  be 
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considered  as  the  final  and  settied  policy  of  the 
British  Government.  It  has  received  the  sanc- 
tion and  support  of  her  ablest  statesmen— of 
Liverpool,  of  Peel,  of  Oaoning,  of  Husldsson,  o[ 
Brougham,  of  Wellington — M  of  whom,  upon 
the  fiiUest  experience  and  oonrideration,  have, 
from  time  to  time,  borne  their  testimony  to  the 
value  and  importanoe  of  this  essential  restric- 
tion upon  a  paper  circulation. 

And  what  has  been  the  result  in  practice? 
Why,  to  give  to  the  people  of  England  virtually 
a  metallic  currency ;  for  gold  ani  silver  fonn 
there  the  daily  habitual  medium  of  all  ordinary 
transactions.  A  bank  note,  except  on  specid 
occasions,  is  a  sort  of  phenom«ion.  On  this 
point  we  have  precise  informatiMi.  It  appears, 
from  statistical  returns  referred  to  by  tbe  Chan- 
oellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  in  tbe  House  of  Com- 
mons, a  few  years  ago,  that  the  amount  of  gold 
thoa  in  droolation  was  twenty-two  millions  of 
pounds  staling,  and  of  ^ver  eight  millions  of 
iwnnds  sterling.  I  do  not  speak  of  gold  and 
nlver  locked  up  in  the  vanlts  of  banks;  but 
of  that  which  passes  daily  from  hand  to  hand, 
in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  business.  Ur. 
Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamphlet  on  tbe 
currency,  published  in  1880,  states  the  metallie 
circulation  of  England  at  precisely  the  same 
amount.  Allowing  nothing  for  any  augmenta- 
tion since,  the  people  of  England  have,  then, 
an  actual  circulating  medium  of  gold  and  silver 
to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  Tbe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (who,  doubtless,  has  access  to  the 
most  authentic  sources  of  infcHTnatum  on  the 
subject,)  in  Ida  annnal  report  at  the  oommenoe- 
ment  m  tbe  seadon,  states  the  whole  p^Mr 
circulation  of  England,  at  tins  tame,  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty -two  millions  of  dollars.  We 
may,  therefore,  conclude  that  what  Mr.  Gallatin 
says,  in  the  pamphlet  thus  referred  to,  is  sub- 
stantially correct—that,  "by  tbe  supprestiion of 
all  notes  of  a  less  duiomination  than  £5  sterling, 
tbe  amount  of  the  circulating  metallic  currency 
in  England  has  become  equal  to  that  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One-half  of  the 
entire  circulation  consists  of  gold  and  silver, 
oonstantiy  passing  from  hand  to  hand,  and 
performing  all  the  offices  of  exchange  in  the 
ordinary  business  of  life,  and  thus  fcoming,  in 
fact,  the  practical  currency  of  the  country.  It 
is  thia  large  infusion  of  the  precious  metals 
which  has  preserved  t3ie  currency  of  England, 
in  the  main,  in  a  healthy  condition,  under  a 
system  of  banking  which  her  prime  minister 
himself  (Lord  Liverpool,)  in  1826,  pronounced 
to  be,  in  other  respects,  "  the  most  insecure, 
tbe  most  rotten,  the  very  worst,  which  it  is 
possible  to  conceive." 

It  is  this  abundant  supply  of  the  preciona 
metals,  filling  and  saturating  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  circulation,  which  I  de^re  to  see 
brought  about  in  our  own  country.  That  la 
the  end  to  be  aimed  at.  What  are  the  means 
by  which  it  is  to  be  aocompli^ed  ?  We  have 
seen  that  in  England  it  has  been  aocompUsbed 
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bgrtiie  prohibition  of  all  bank  notes  of  a  less 
deDominatioii  than  £5.  Similar  means  will, 
donbtless,  accomplish  the  same  end  here ;  and, 
I  most  add,  noUiiDK  else  will.   It  is  in  vain  to 

Xt  to  bring  gmd  and  silver  coins  into  cir- 
on,  withoat  a  previous  snppression  of  all 
notes  of  oorresponaing  denominataom.  The 
reuon  is  obviooa.  If  there  exist  in  anj  country 
two  distinot  cotrendes,  both  of  them  anawer- 
iag  eqnally  wdl  the  porpoBeB  of  domeBtio  dr- 
oualUMj  bat  oaa  of  them  poaseanog  only  a 
hwal  Tiune,  confined  to  the  eoantry  of  its  onis- 
MB,  while  the  other  has  a  nniveraal  and 
•qui  ralne  throoghoat  the  world,  the  latter 
Till  neoeeaarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce 
4rf  the  world,  in  quest  of  the  riches  and  produc- 
tuns  of  foreign  nations,  leaving  the  former  at 
borne  to  perform  an  office  which  it  doeaeqxially 
a>  well,  though  it  would  be  whollj  without  use 
or  Tilne  abroad.  The  total  incompatibility, 
therafore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  denominations,  has  grown  into  an 
axiom.  Edmund  Burke,  (whose  sagadtiy  in 
questions  of  this  sort  ia  well  known,)  at  the 
memorable  period  of  the  bill  Intnight  forward 
^  Ibr,  Pitt  for  the  Boroension  of  specie  pay- 
BeotB  hj  Bank  of  England,  in  1797,  in  a 
Irtter  written  daring  his  last  illness  to  Mr. 
Oaoning;  which  the  latter  gentleman  brought 
most  tonohingly  to  the  notice  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  a  debate  of  great  interest  and 
inst Action,  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
more  recent  period,  (1826.)  used  these  memo- 
rable noeda :  "  Tell  Mr.  Pitt  that,  if  he  consents 
to  the  iasae  of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never 
He  a  guinea  i^un."  The  ^rophecy^  tar,  be^me 
Uitory.  No  <»ie  saw  a  guinea  in  circulation  in 
England  while  the  bank  continued  the  issue  of 
one-pomd  notes. 

In  183&  when  a  great  atmgg^e  again  took 
fkn  in  the  British  FarBamant,  on  the  final 
oeomumnation  of  the  effint  to  testore  a  metallic 
mmoicjy  thwe.  was  not  a  single  dtetingniahed 
am  who  did  not  bear  his  testimony  to  the 
tratii  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exdieqner  said,  on  that  occasion,  "there 
was  a  natm^  antipathy  between  the  one-ponnd 
note  and  the  sovereign.   They  would  not  exist 
togeth^,  for  the  note  soon  drove  the  sovereign 
oot  of  escalation."   The  Duke  of  Wellington, 
who  was  eminentiy  a  practical  man,  and  spoke 
from  the  teachings  of  experience,  said  '*the 
experience  of  the  last  few  years  had  proved  tlie 
tnitii  of  the  theory,  that  one-pound  notes  and 
grid  aoToeigns  w<Hild  not  circolate  at  tiie  same 
ttme.   If  yoa  are  to  have  goM  in  drcolation, 
jva  oBDot  hftve  me-ponnd  notes."  Mr.  Hus- 
nana,  whose  fisnllianty  wltii  questions  of  this 
sort  was  the  resnlt  of  profoond  stndies,  as  well 
aa  natnred  experience,  Baid,  still  more  pointed- 
ly, **  when  the  paper  is  let  in,  tiie  gold  will  dis- 
appear. They  might  vote  the  money,  they 
coin  it,  bat  bow  ooold  they  retain  it  in 
tfMoovntry  t "  This  remark  applies  most  form- 
Wy  to  onr  present  ntuation.    We  have  voted 
the  metailie  moi^y,  we  hove  odned  it,  bat  it 


will  not  circulate.  Since  we  corrected,  bylaw, 
the  under-valuation  of  the  gold  coins,  (bnt  little 
more  than  two  years  ago,)  the  qoantity  of  gold 
in  the  conntry,  according  to  tne  late  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  has 
increased  fifteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at 
our  own  mint,  within  that  time,  according  to 
the  same  authority,  ten  millions  of  gold.  But 
where  is  it?  In  tiie  vaoltfi  of  the  bulks,  or 
hoarded  by  individaals  I  and  we  shall  never  see 
it  in  cnreaIati<Hi  until  we  have  opened  the  war 
for  it  by  a  previous  sappresrion  of  the  eaau 
notes.  If  we  mean  to  do  any  thing  practical 
and  effectual  for  introducing  a  more  general 
circolation  of  spede,  we  must  begin  at  the 
right  end,  by  first  putting  down  the  small-note 
droalaticHi. 


Wbdnxsdat,  January  11. 
Mr.  ExKT  presented  the  credentials  of  Jomr 
H.  Spbnok,  elected  by  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land a  Senator  from  that  State,  to  fill  the  ^aoe 
vaoated  by  the  death  of  Hon.  B.  H.  Gouie- 
BOBOUOE,  till  the  4th  of  Haroh  next. 

Texas  Indi^eTidence. 
Mr.  Wjllxxb  submitted  the  following  reaoln- 
tion,  which  lies  on  the  taUe  ooe  day,  for  con- 

nderation : 

RiMlved,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  estab- 
lished and  maintained  an  independent  Qovenuneot, 
capable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreim  and 
dcnnestio,  wludi  a^iertain  to  independent  Oovem- 
menta,  and  It  a|q»eaiiDg  that  there  is  no  longer  any 
reaaouMe  protqfwct  of  the  succeed  fffosecution  m 
the  war  by  Uexico  against  the  said  State,  it  is  ex- 
pedient and  proper,  and  in  perfect  conformity  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this  GoTemmeut 
in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political  existence 
of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Qovemment  of 
tiie  United  States." 


Thcbsdat,  January  IS. 
&pimffin{f  Suolution. 
[Tbo  resolution  and  the  preamble  were  the  same 

^ich  had  been  presented  at  the  previous  session, 
and  which  it  is  uooeceasary  to  repeat] 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been 
read,  Mr.  Benton  said :  Mr.  President,  it  is  now 
near  three  years  since  the  resolve  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  which  it  Is  my  present  motion 
to  expunge  from  the  Journal.  At  the  moment 
that  this  resolve  was  adopted,  I  gave  notice  of 
my  intention  to  move  to  expunge  it ;  and  then 
expressed  my  oonfident  belief  that  the  motion 
would  eventually  prevfdi.  That  enression  of 
(xmfidenoe  was  not  an  ebaHition  of  vanity,  or 
a  presumptuous  calculation,  intended  to  accel- 
erate the  event  it  affected  to  foretell.  It  was 
not  a  vdn  boast,  or  an  idle  assumption,  but 
WAS  the  resnlt  of  a  deep  ooaTioticm  of  the  in- 
justice done  President  Jackson,  and  a  thorough 
reliance  upon  the  Justice  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. I  felt  that  the  Freddent  had  hew  wrong- 
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ed;  and  my  heart  told  me  that  this  wrong 
vonld  be  redressed.  The  event  proves  that  I 
iras  not  mistaken.  The  question  of  ezpouguig 
tiuB  resolntion  has  been  carried  to  the  pt|2P^^ 
and  their  decision  has  been  had  upon  it.  Tney 
decide  in  favor  of  the  expurgation ;  and  their 
decision  has  been  both  made  and  manifested^ 
and  oommnnicated  to  as  in  a  great  varietj  of 
ways.  A  great  number  of  States  have  ezpresalj 
instmcted  their  Senates  to  vote  iat  this  ex- 
purgation.  A  very  great  m^rity  of  the  Statee 
bave  decCed  Smidors  and  Bepresentativea  to 
Congress,  upon  the  ezpresff  ground  of  favorins 
this  expurgation.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea,  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  accusa- 
tion against  the  President,  and  furnished  the 
material  and  worked  the  machinery  which  was 
used  against  him,  and  which  was  then  so 
powerful  on  this  floor,  has  become  more  and 
more  odious  to  the  public  mind,  and  musters 
now  but  a  slender  phalanx  of  mends  in  the 
two  HOQsea  d  Congress.  The  late  preddential 
•leotifMU  fnmisbea  additional  evidence  of  public 
sentiment  The  candidate  who  was  tiie  Iriend 
of  Freadent  Jackson,  the  supporter  <rf  his  ad- 
ministration, and  the  avowed  advocate  for  the 
expurgation,  has  received  a  lai^  mi^ori^  of 
the  soffii-ages  of  the  whole  Union,  and  tiiat  after 
an  express  declaration  of  his  sentiments  on 
this  precise  point.  The  evidence  of  the  public 
will,  exhibited  in  all  these  forms,  is  too  mani- 
fest to  be  mistaken,  too  explidt  to  require  illus- 
tration, and  too  imperative  to  be  disregarded. 
Omitting  details  and  speoifio  enumeration  of 
proofe,  I  refer  to  our  own  files  for  the  instruc- 
tions to  expunge — to  the  complexion  of  the  two 
Houses  for  the  temper  of  the  people — to  the 
den^onalized  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stetes  for  the  fate  of  the  imperious 
accuser — and  to  the  issue  of  the  jprestdential 
deetioa  for  the  answer  <tf  the  Union.  All 
tliew  are  pregnant  proofy  of  the  pnUio  will ; 
and  the  last  pre-eminently  so — ^because  both 
1  tiie  question  m  tiie  expurgation  and  the  form 
of  the  process  were  direotiy  put  in  issue  upon 
it  A  representetive  of  the  people  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky  formally  interrogated  a 
prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on  these 
points,  and  required  from  him  a  public  answer, 
for  the  information  of  the  public  mind.  The 
answer  was  given,  and  published,  and  read  by 
all  the  voters  before  the  election ;  and  I  deem 
it  right  to  refer  to  that  answer  in  this  place, 
not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in  issue, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  doing  more  ample 
instice  to  Prerident  Jaoksonf  by  uuxvporating 
into  the  legislative  htetwy  of  Hub  case  the  high 
and  honorable  testimony  in  his  favor  of  me 
eminent  dtizen  who  has  just  been  exalted  to 
the  lofty  honors  of  the  American  presidency : 

"Tour  last  question  seeks  to  know  *my' oi^nion 
as  to  the  oonstitntimwl  power  of  the  Senate  House 
of  Represoitatives  to  expunge  or  oblifemte  from 
the  jounials  the  proceedhigs  (ua  previous  seanOD. 

"  Ton  will,  I  am  sure,  be  satisfled,  i^n  farther 
eooddentkm,  that  there  an  but  few  qacitione  of  a 
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political  character  less  cmmected  with  the  dnties  of 
the  office  of  Frendent  <^  the  United  States,  « 
tiuit  not  with  equal  pnyriety  be  put  by  an 
elector  te  a  candidate  fbr  tiiat  station,  than  thia 
With  the  joomals  of  oeither  House  of  Ckingress  can 
he  properly  have  any  thing  to  do.  But  as  yoor 
Quezon  has  donbtlesB  been  bidooed  by  the  pendency 
of  Cdonel  Benton's  resolutions  to  expunge  from 
the  joomals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  resolations 
towwng  the  official  conduct  of  Frerident  Jackson, 
I  prefer  to  say  that  I  r^ard  the  passage  of  Colond 
Benton^  preamble  and  reaolottons  to  be  an  act  of 
Jnsdce  to  a  &hbfid  and  greatly  iigored  pul^o  Ber> 
vant,  not  only  constitntiODd  in  its^  bnt  inmerioody 
demanded  by  a  proper  respaot  fiMr  the  wdUmown 
will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  propose,  rir,  to  draw  violent,  un- 
warranted, or  strained-  inferwcea.  I  do  not 
assume  to  say  tiiat  the  question  of  this  expur- 
gation was  a  leading  or  a  controlling  point  in  the 
usue  of  tills  election.  I  do  not  assume  to  say, 
or  innnnate,  that  every  individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  his  suffrage  with  referwce  to 
this  question.  Doubtiess  there  wwe  many 
exceptions.  Btill,  the  triumt^umt  deetion  of 
the  candidate  who  had  expresaed  himadf  in  the 
terms  just  quoted,  and  who  wa^  beatde&  the 
persooal  and  political  Mend  of  Freddent  Jack- 
son, uid  the  avowed  approver  of  his  adndnia- 
tration,  must  be  admitted  to  a  place  among  the 
proo&  in  this  case,  and  ranked  among  the  high 
ooneumng  evidences  of  the  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  t^e  motion  which  I  make.  * 

Assuming,  then,  that  we  have  asoertuned 
the  will  of  the  people  on  this  great  question, 
the  inqnlr7  presents  itseU^  how  far  the  expres- 
sion of  that  will  ought  to  be  oondnnve  of  oar 
action  here.  I  hold  that  it  ooght  to  be  binding 
and  obligatory  npon  us ;  and  that,  not  only 
upon  the  principles  of  representative  govern* 
ment,  which  require  obemenoe  to  the  known 
wfll  of  the  people,  but  also  in  orafonnitT  to 
the  prindples  upon  whidi  the  proceeding 
against  Prendent  Jackson  was  e(»iducted,  when 
the  sentence  agunst  him  was  adopted.  Then, 
evoy  thing  was  done  with  spedai  referoioe  to 
the  wiU  of  the  people.  Their  impnldMi  was 
assumed  to  be  the  sole  motive  to  action,  and 
to  them  the  ultimate  verdict  was  expressly 
referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alarm  aad 
pressure,  every  engine  of  politicd  and  moneyed 
power,  was  put  in  motion,  and  worked  for 
many  months,  to  exdto  tiie  people  against  the 
Preddent,  and  to  stir  up  meetings,  memorials, 
petitions,  travelling  committees,  and  distress 
depntations,  agdnst  him ;  and  each  symptom 
of  popular  discontent  was  hdled  as  an  evidenoe 
of  public  will,  and  quoted  here  as  ^roof  that 
the  peo^  demanded  the  condemnation  of  the 
Prendoit  Not  only  legislative  assemblies 
and  memorials  from  lu-ge  assemblies  were  then 
produced  here  as  evidence  of  pubho  opinioDf 
out  the  petitions  of  boys  under  s^  the  re- 
monstranoesof  a  few  signers,  and  the  results  of 
the  most  inconsiderable  elections,  were  osten- 
tatiously paraded  and  magnified  as  the  evidence 
of  theaoTerdgawillfrfonroonatitwnta.  Thoa, 
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rir,  the  |nibHo  rmoo  waa  every  thing,  while  that 
voice  pardaU;-  obtained  throngh  political  and 
pecaniar7  machinations,  was  adverse  to  the 
Freddent.  Then,  the  popnlar  wiH  was  the 
shrine  at  which  all  worshipped.  Now,  wlien 
that  will  is  regularly,  soberly,  repeatedly,  and 
almost  nniversally,  expressed  trough  the  ballot- 
bues,  at  the  various  elections,  and  tnms  out 
to  be  in  &vor  of  the  President,  certainly  no 
one  csa  disregard  it^  nor  otherwise  look  at  it 
than  as  the  solemn  verdict  of  the  competent 
sod  nltimate  tribonalf  upon  an  issue  &ir]y  made 
op,  faOj  argued,  and  duly  submitted  for  decis- 
ion. As  aodi  Terdict,  I  reoeive  tt.  As  tiie 
ddBberate  verdict  of  the  sorerdlgQ  people  I  bo  w 
to  it  I  am  content  I  do  not  mean  to  reopen 
ibe  case,  nor  to  recommence  the  argument,  I 
leave  that  vrork  to  others,  if  any  others  choose 
to  perform  it  For  myself  I  am  content ;  and, 
dispflnmng  with  farther  argument,  I  eh^I  call 
for  judgment,  and  asl(  to  have  execution  done 
xmoa.  that  nnJiappy  journal,  which  the  verdict 
of  miDioDs  of  fr^men  flnd^  guilty  of  bearing 
on  its  face  an  nntme,  illegal,  and  unconstitu- 
tiooal  'smtenoe  of  condemnation  against  the 
WfTOved  President  of  the  republic. 

But,  while  declining  to  reopen  the  ai^mnent 
of  this  qnestion,  and  reforing  to  tread  over 
again  tlie  srooud  alrea^  traversed,  there  is 
another  and  a  different  task  to  perform ;  one 
which  the  approachinjs  termination  of  President 
Jackson^s  administration  makes  peculiarly  prop- 
er st  this  time,  and  which  it  Is  my  privilege, 
aod  perti^is  my  duty,  to  execute,  as  being  tne 
■oitablB  eonclufflon  to  the  ardnous  contest  in 
which  we  have  been  so  long  enga^^ :  I  allude 
to  the  general  tenor  of  his  administration,  and 
to  its  afect,  for  good  or  for  evil,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  hifl  ooantry .  This  is  the  proper  time  for 
sucb  aview  to  be  taken.  The  political  existence 
of  Has  great  man  now  draws  to  a  close.  In 
little  more  than  forty  days  he  ceases  to  be  a 
public  ehancter.   In  a  few  brief  weeks  he 
oeesee  to  be  an  object  of  political  hope  to  any, 
iod  should  cease  to  be  an  object  of  ixmnoal  hate, 
or  envy,  to  alL    Whatever  of  motive  the  servile 
and  time-serving  might  have  found  in  his  exalted 
vtation  for  raisii^  the  altar  of  adulation,  and 
burning  the  inoense  of  pruse  before  him,  that 
motive  can  no  'longer  exist   The  dia^naer 
of  the  patronage  of  an  empire — the  chief  of 
tUa  great  confederacy  of  States — is  soon  to  be 
a  private  individual,  stripped  of  all  power  to 
reward  or  to  punish.   His  own  thongnts,  as  he 
has  shown  ns  in  the  concluding  paragraph  of 
that  message  which  is  to  1>e  the  last  of  its  kind 
that  we  shall  ever  recdve  from  him,  are  direct- 
ed to  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he 
was  drawn  hj  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen, 
■ad  to  which  he  now  loc^  fbr  that  interval  of 
T^ose  which  age  and  infirmities  require.  Under 
these  dnmmstances,  he  ceases  to  he  a  subject 
ior  the  ebullition  of  the  passions,  and  passes 
iito  a  character  for  the  contemplation  of  his- 
tory. Histori<^7,  then,  shall  I  view  him ;  and, 
bd&ig  tl^  view  to  his  dvU  admimsferatioa,  I 


demand  where  is  there  a  chief  magistrate  of 
whom  so  much  evil  has  been  predicted,  and 
from  whom  so  much  good  has  come  t  Never 
has  any  man  entered  upon  the  chief  ma^stracy 
of  a  country  under  such  appalling  predictions 
of  ruin  and  woe !  never  has  any  one  been  so 
pursued  with  direful  prognostications  I  Never 
has  any  one  been  so  beset  and  Impeded  by  a 
powernil  combination  of  political  and  moneyed 
«)nfederates  I  Never  has  any  one  in  any  conn- 
try,  where  the  administration  <^  justioe  has 
risen  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-string,  been 
so  lawlessly  and  shamelesBly  tried  and  oon- 
demned  by  rivals  and  enendes,  without  hearing^ 
without  defence,  without  the  forms  of  law  or 
justice!  History  has  been  ransacked  to  find 
examples  of  tyrants  BufiSciently  odious  to  illiw* 
trate  him  by  comparison.  L^goage  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epithets  snfiScieotly  strong  to 
paint  him  in  description.  Imaghtation  has 
been  exhatisted  in  her  efforts  to  deck  him  with 
revolting  and  inhuman  attributes,  l^rant 
despot,  usurper ;  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
his  country ;  rash,  ignorant,  imbecile ;  endim- 
gering  the  public  peace  with  all  foreign  nations ; 
destroying  domestic  prosperity  at  home ;  ruin- 
ing aa  indiisti7,  all  commerce,  all  manufacto- 
ries ;  annihilating  confidence  between  man  and 
man ;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  poptdons  cities 
to  grass  and  weeds,  and  the  wharvee  of  com- 
mercial tovrns  to  the  encumbranoe  of  deoi^g 
vessels,  depriving  labor  of  all  reward ;  depriving 
industry  of  all  employment;  destroying  the  cur- 
rency ;  plunging  an  innocent  and  happy  people 
from  the  summit  of  felicity  to  the  aepms  of 
misery,  want,  and  despair.  Such  is  the  faint  out- 
line, followed  np  by  actual  condemnation,  of  the 
appalling  dennooiations  daily  uttered  ag^nst 
tbLa  one  man,  from  the  moment  he  became  an 
object  of  political  competition,  down  to  the 
ooocluding  moment  of  his  political  existence. 

The  sacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us 
that  there  ia  a  time  fbr  all  tilings.  There  eer^ 
tainly  has  been  a  tame  fiv  every  evil  that  hnman 
nature  admits  of  to  be  vaticinated  of  President 
Jackson's  administration ;  eqoally  certain,  the 
time  has  now  come  for  aU  rational  and  well-  A 
disposed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
the  fiicts,  and  to  ask  themselves  if  these  calami- 
tous prognostications  have  been  verified  by 
events )  Have  we  peace,  or  war,  vrith  foreign 
nations?  Certainly,  we  have  peace  I  peace 
with  all  the  world  I  peace  with  all  its  benign, 
and  felicitous,  and  beneficent  influences  t  Are 
we  respected  or  despised  abroad!  Oertiunly 
the  American  name  never  was  more  honored 
throughout  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe,  than 
in  this  very  moment  Do  we  hear  <rf  ind^ 
ni^  or  outrage  in  any  qoarter?  of  merahaotB 
robbed  Id  foreign  ports?  of  veasds  seardied  on 
the  high  seasf  of  American  oitisens  impressed 
into  foreign  service!  of  the  national  flag  in- 
sulted anywhere!  On  the  contrary,  we  see 
former  wrongs  repaired ;  no  new  ones  inflicted. 
Fnmce  pays  twenty-five  millions  of  fronos  for 
^Uathms  committed  thirty  years  ago ;  Naples 
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vejB  two  millicniB  one  hundred  thousand  dacats 
for  wrongs  the  same  date ;  Denmark  pays 
nz  hnndred  and  fifty  thousand  rixdoUars  for 
WTongsdoneaqnarterof  aoentiuTago;  Spun 
engages  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  velon 
for  i^jories  of  fifteen  gears'  date ;  and  Portu- 
gal, the  last  in  the  list  of  former  aggressors, 
admits  her  liability,  and  only  waits  the  a^jnst- 
ment  of  details  to  dose  her  aooonnt  by  ade- 
quate indemnity.  So  far  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abroad,  this  de- 
nonnwd  admrnistration  has  been  the  season  of 
peace  and  good  will,  and  the  anspicions  era  of 
nniveraal  reparation.  So  far  from  suffering 
injury  at  the  hands  of  foreign  powers,  our 
merchants  have  received  indemmties  for  all 
former  injuries.  It  has  been  the  day  of  ac- 
ooonting,  of  settlemoit,  and  of  retribution. 
The  long  list  of  arrearages,  extending  through 
four  saoeessive  previooB  administrations,  has 
been  closed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done 
to  oommeroe  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under 
BO  many  different  Preeidents,  and  indemnities 
withheld  from  all,  have  been  repaired  and  pud 
over  under  the  beneficent  and  gloilous  admrnis- 
tration of  I^endent  Jackson.  But  one  sio^e 
instance  of  outrage  has  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical 
horde,  amenable  to  no  law  but  the  law  of 
force.  The  Malays  of  Sumatra  committed  a 
robbery  and  massacre  upon  an  American  vessel. 
Wretches  I  they  did  not  then  know  that  Jack- 
son was  Preddent  of  the  United  States  I  and 
that  no  distanoe,  no  time,  no  idle  coemonial 
of  treating  with  robbers  and  assasrins,  was  to 
hold  back  the  arm  <^  justice.  Oonunodore 
Downes  went  out  His  cannon  and  his  bayo- 
nets struck  the  outlaws  in  their  den.  They 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  which 
was  committed ;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught 
to  these  distant  pirates — ^to  our  antipodes  them- 
selves— that  not  even  the  entire  diameter  of 
this  globe  could  protect  them  I  and  that  the 
name  of  American  citizen,  like  that  of  Roman 
citizen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pass- 
9  port  of  ail  that  wore  it  throughout  the  whole 
utent  of  the  habitable  world. 

At  home  the  most  gratifying  picture  presents 
itself  to  the  view:  the  pubho  debt  paid  off; 
taxes  rednoed  one-half;  the  completion  of  the 
public  defences  systematically  commenced;  the 
compact  with  G«org^a,  uncomplied  with  since 
1802,  now  carried  Into  effect,  and  her  soil  ready 
to  be  fireed,  aa  her  Jniis^otion  has  been  deliv- 
ered from  the  presence  and  incnmbrance  of  an 
Indian  pwulation.  Missisnppi  and  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Tennessee  and  North  Oarolina,  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  in  a 
word,  all  the  States  incumbered  with  an  Indian 
population,  have  been  relieved  from  that  in- 
cumbrance; and  the  Indiana  themselves  have 
been  transferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes, 
every  wqr  better  adapted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
fh«r  ffidiieaoe,  the  preservation  of  their  rights, 
and  the  improremeiit  of  thdr  condition. 


[Jaitoast,  1887. 

The  currency  is  not  ruined  t  On  the  con- 
trary, seventy-five  millions  of  specie,  in  the 
country  is  a  ^ectade  never  seen  before,  and  is 
the  baxrier  ca  the  people  agwnst  the  dengus 
of  any  banks  which  may  attempt  to  suspend 
paymentB,  and  to  foroe  a  dishonored  paper  cur- 
rency upon  the  community.  Tb^  seventy-five 
millions  are  the  secnrity  of  the  people  agidnst 
the  dangers  of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible 
paper  money.  Gold,  after  a  disappearance  ci 
thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our  country,  AU 
Europe  beholds  with  admiration  the  sncoess 
of  our  efforts,  in  three  years,  to  supply  our- 
selves with  the  currency  which  our  constitution 
guaruitees,  and  which  the  example  of  France 
and  Holland  shows  to  be  so  easily  attainable, 
and  of  such  incalculable  value  to  induAry, 
morals,  economy,  and  solid  wealth.  The  boo* 
cess  of  these  efforts  is  styled,  in  the  best  Lon- 
don papers,  not  merdy  a  refonnation,  but  a 
revolutton,  in  the  ourreni^l  a  revdntion 
which  our  America  is  now  regaining  frcnn 
Europe  the  gold  and  silver  which  she  has  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past 

Domestic  indu^ry  is  not  pardyzed,.  confi- 
dence is  not  destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped, 
workmen  are  not  mendicants  for  bread  and 
employment,  credit  is  not  extinguished,  prices 
have  not  sunk,  grass  is  not  growing  in  the 
streets  of  populous  cities,  the  wharves  are  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vessels,  columns  of 
curses,  rising  from  the  bosoms  of  a  ruined  and 
agonized  people,  are  not  ascending  to  heaven 
agdust  the  destroyer  of  a  nation's  fdidty  and 
proBperity.  On  the  confraiy,  the  reverse  of 
all  this  is  true!  and  true  to  a  d^^  that 
astonishes  and  bewilders  the  senses.  I  know 
that  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters;  that  there  is  a 
difference  between  a  specious  and  a  solid  pros- 
perity. I  know  that  a  part  of  the  present  pros- 
perity is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an  increase 
of  fifty  miUions  of  paper  money  forced  into 
circulation  by  one  thousand  banks ;  but,  after 
making  due  allowanoe  for  this  fictitious  and 
delusive  excess,  the  red  prosperi^  of  the 
country  is  still  unprecedently  and  transcend- 
entiy  great.  I  know  that  every  flow  must  be 
followed  by  its  ebb,  that  every  expansion  must 
be  followed  by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a 
revnldon  in  ^e  pt^>6r  system  is  inevitable ;  bnt 
I  'know,  also,  that  these  seventy-five  millions 
of  gdd  and  silver  is  the  bulwark  of  the  coun- 
try, and  will  enable  every  honest  bank  to  meet 
its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  dtizen  to  take 
care  of  himsel£ 

Turning  to  some  points  in  the  dvO  adminis- 
tration of  I^sident  Jackson,  and  how  much 
do  we  not  find  to  admire!  The  great  cause 
of  the  constitution  has  been  vindicated  from  an 
imputation  of  more  than  forty  years'  duration. 
He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fact  itself,  that  a 
nationd  bank  is  not  '*  necessary  "  to  the  fiscal 
operations  of  the  Federd  Government,  and  la 
that  demonstration  he  has  upset  the  a^ument 
of  Generd  Hamilton,  and  toe  deoidon  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  all 
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that  ever  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
totionalitT  of  a  Dational  bank.  AU  this  arga- 
inent  and  decision  rested  npoa  the  single  as- 
mmption  of  the  necessity  "  of  that  institation 
to  the  Federal  GoTerament.  He  has  shown  it 
ii  not  "  necessary ; "  that  the  currency  of  the 
consdtatioii,  and  especially  a  gold  onrreni^,  is 
sll  that  the  Federal  GoTernment  wants,  and 
tbat  she  oaa  get  that  wheneTer  she  pleases. 
Jn  Oiis  single  act  he  has  Tindioated  the  consd- 
tntion  from  an  nnjnst  imptitation,  and  knocked 
fivra  nnder  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Ae  assumed  fact  on  which  it  rested.  He  has 
prepared  the  way  for  the  reversal  of  that  deci- 
uon ;  and  it  is  a  qaestion  for  lawyers  to  answer, 
whether  the  case  is  not  ripe  for  the  application 
ctf  that  writ  of  most  remedial  nature,  as  Lord 
Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  lest  in 
any  ease  there  should  be  an  oppressive  defect 
of  justice — the  venerable  writ  of  audita  que- 
rda  d^endentU — to  ascertain  the  tmth  of  a 
£ict  h^^ening  since  the  intlgment,  and  upon 
the  due  fin^g  cS  which  the  judgment  will  be 
vacated,  let  the  lawyers  bring  tiieir  books, 
and  aasw^  us  if  there  is  not  a  case  here  pre- 
aented  for  the  application  of  that  ancient  and 
most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  country  has 
first  learned  the  true  theory  and  practical  intent 
of  the  constitution,  in  giving  to  the  Executive 
a  qualified  negative  on  the  legislative  power  of 
Congress.   Far  from  being  an  odious,  danger- 
ous, or  kingly  prerogative,  uiis  power,  as  vested 
in  the  President,  is  nothing  but  a  qualified  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes 
of  the  people  among  the  Romans,  and  intended 
to  8ii^>CTd  the  passage  of  a  law  imtU  the  people 
themsdves  should  have  time  to  constder  it. 
The  qnaMed  veto  of  the  President  destroys 
nothing;  it  only  d^ys  the  passage  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  their  considera- 
tion and  decision.   It  is  the  reference  of  the 
law,.not  to  a  committee  of  the  House,  or  of  the 
whole  House,  but  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole  Union.   It  is  a  recommitment  of  the 
bin  to  the  people,  for  them  to  examine  and 
connder ;  and  if,  upon  this  examination,  they 
are  content  to  pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next 
■esnoD.   He  delay  of  a  few  months  is  the  only 
effect  of  a  veto  in  a  case  where  the  people  shall 
ultimately  approve  a  law ;  where  they  do  not 
^)proTe  it^  the  iaterp<»iHon  of  the  veto  is  Qie 
buxitt  which  saves  ftem  tiie  infliction  of  a 
]aw,  the  repeal  (Hf  which  miffht  afterwards  be 
ahnoet  impoasible.  The  qualified  native  is, 
therefore,  a  beneficent  power,  intended,  as 
General  Hamilton  expresdy  declares  in  the 
FederaHst,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  depart- 
ment from  the  encroachments  of  the  legislative 
department;  and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the 
people  fix»m  hasty,  dangerous,  or  criminal  legis- 
latioa  on  the  part  of  their  representatives. 
This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veto 
power;  and  the  fear  e^^ressed  by  General 
Hamilton  was,  that  Presidents,  so  &r  from 
•xereisiiig  it  too  oftcai,  would  not  exercise  it 
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as  often  as  the  safety  of  the  people  required; 
they  might  lack  the  moral  courage  to  stake 
themselves  in  opposition  to  a  favorite  measure 
of  the  majority  of  the  two  Houses  of  Coo- 
greas,  and  thus  deprive  the  people,  in  many 
instances,  of  their  right  to  pass  upcm  a  biU 
befwe  it  becomes  a  final  law.  The  oases  in 
which  President  Jackson  has  ezerdsed  the  veto 
power  has  shown  the  soondness  of  these  olMer- 
vations.  No  ordinary  President  would  have 
staked  himself  agunst  the  Bank  of  the  TTnited 
States,  and  the  two  Houses  of  Oongress,  tn 
1882.  It  required  President  Jackson  to  con- 
front that  power — to  stem  that  torrent — to  stay 
the  progress  of  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to 
the  people  for  their  decisicm.  His  moral  cour- 
age was  equal  to  the  crisis.  He  arrested  the 
charter  until  it  could  go  to  the  people,  and 
they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Had  he  sot 
done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become  law, 
and  its  repeal  almost  impossible.  The  people 
<tf  the  whole  Union  would  now  have  been  in 
the  ewidition  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvanit^ 
bestrode  by  tiie  nMmster,  in  d^y  conmct  wiQi 
him,  and  m^nt^ing  a  doubtral  ocwtnit  im 
supremacy  between  the  Government  of  a  State 
and  the  directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detiul  specific  acts  which  adorn  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Jackson,  and  illustrato 
the  intuitive  sagacity  of  his  intellect,  the  firm- 
ness of  his  mind,  his  disregard  of  personal 
popularity,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the  public 
good,  would  be  inconsistent  with  this  rapid 
sketch,  intended  merely  to  present  general 
views,  and  not  to  detail  single  actions,  howso- 
ever worthy  they  may  be  of  a  rolendid  page 
in  the  volume  m  history.  But  how  can  we 
pass  over  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of 
the  pablio  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  in  the  autumn  of  1888?  tliat  wise,  heroic, 
and  masterly  measure  of  prevention,  which  has 
rescued  an  empire  fi:om  the  fangs  of  a  mercilesa^ 
revengeful,  greedy,  insatiate,  implaoable,  mon- 
eyed power  1  It  is  a  remark  for  which  I  am 
indebted  to  the  philosophic  observation  of  my 
most  esteemed  colleague  and  friend,  (pointing 
to  Dr.  Linn,)  that,  while  it  requires  far  greater , 
talent  to  foresee  an  evil  before  it  happens,  and 
to  arrest  it  by  precautionary  measures,  than  it 
requires  to  ap^y  an  adequate  remedy  to  the 
same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  the  applause 
bestowed  by  the  worid  is  always  greatest  m  the 
latter  case.  Of  this  the  remo^  of  the  pnblio 
moneys  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is 
an  endnent  instance.  The  veto  of  18SS.  which 
arrested  the  charter  which  Oongress  had  grant- 
ed, immediately  received  the  applause  and 
approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  Union ;  the 
removal  of  the  deports,  which  prevented 
the  bank  from  forcing  a  re-charter,  was  dis- 
approved by  a  large  majority  of  the  country; 
and  even  of  his  own  friends;  yet  the  veto 
would  have  been  unavailing,  and  the  bank 
would  inevitably  have  been  rechartered,  If  the 
deposits  had  not  been  removed.  The  immmse 
sums  of  public  money  nnoe  accumulated  would 
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have  enabled  the  bank,  if  she  liad  retained  the 
po^ession  of  it,  to  hare  coerced  a  rechorter. 
Nothing  bat  the  removal  could  have  prevented 
her  from  extorting  a  recharter  from  the  snffer- 
ii^  and  terrors  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  that  measure,  the  previous  veto  would 
have  been  unavailing;  the  bonk  would  have 
been  again  installed  in  power,  and  this  entire 
Federal  Government  would  have  been  held  as 
an  appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered 
aooonung  to  her  directiona,  and  by  her  nomi- 
nees. Tnat  great  measure  of  prevention,  the 
lemoval  of  the  deposits  though  fceblj  and 
fidntly  Bupported  by  friends  at  first,  has  expelled 
the  bank  from  the  field,  and  driven  her  into 
abeyance  under  a  State  charter.  She  is  not 
dead,  bat,  holding  her  capital  and  stockholders 
together  under  a  State  charter,  she  has  taken 
a  portion  to  watoh  events,  and  to  profit  by 
titem.  The  royal  tiger  has  gone  into  the 
jungle  I  and,  crouched  on  his  belly,  he  awaits 
the  favorable  moment  for  emerging  from  bis 
cover,  and  sprinring  on  the  body  of  the  unsus- 
picious traveller  1 

The  Treasury  order  for  exdading  paper  money 
from  the  land  offices  is  another  wise  measure, 
originating  in  an  enltditened  forecast,  and  pre- 
venting great  mischiefs.  The  Freddent  foresaw 
the  evils  of  sufiiering  a  thousand  streams  of  paper 
money,  issoing  from  a  thoosand  different  banks, 
to  discharge  themselves  on  the  national  domdn. 
He  foresaw  that,  if  tiiese  cnrrents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  course,  the  public  lauds  would 
he  swept  away,  the  Treasury  would  be  filled 
with  irredeemable  paper,  a  vast  number  of 
banks  must  be  broken  by  their  folly,  and  the 
cry  set  up  that  nothing  but  a  national  bank 
could  regulate  the  currency.  He  stopped  the 
oonrse  oi  these  streams  of  paper,  ana,  in  so 
doing,  has  saved  the  country  from  a  great  ca- 
lamity, and  excited  anew  the  machinations  of 
those  whose  schemes  of  gain  and  misduef  have 
been  disappointed,  and  who  hod  counted  on  a 
new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again 
saluting  Congress  with  the  old  story  of  confi- 
dence destroyed,  currency  mined,  prosperity 
annihilated,  and  distress  prodncedj  by  the  tyr- 
anny of  one  man.  They  began  their  lugubrious 
song ;  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
too  strong  for  money  and  insolence ;  and  the 
panic  letter  of  the  ex- president  of  the  denation- 
alized bank,  after  limping  about  for  a  few  days, 
has  shrank  from  the  lasn  of  public  scorn,  and 
disappeared  from  the  forum  of  public  debate. 

The  difficulty  with  Franco :  what  an  instance 
it  presents  of  uie  superior  sagacity  of  President 
JaxHaoa  over  all  the  commonplace  politidans 
who  beset  and  impede  his  adminlstralion  at 
home  I  That  difiScuIty,  infiamed  and  aggra- 
vated by  domestic  faction,  wore,  at  one  time,  a 
portentous  aspect;  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation 
of  purpose,  and  manly  frankness,  of  the  Presi- 
dent, avoided  the  danger,  accomplished  the 
object,  commanded  the  adrniration  of  Europe, 
and  retained  the  friendship  of  France.  Ho  con- 
ducted ihe  delicate  aff^  to  a  sucoessM  and 
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mutQoUy  honorable  issue.  All  is  amicablr  and 
happily  terminated,  leaving  not  a  wound,  nor 
even  a  scar,  behind — leaving  the  Frenchman 
and  American  on  the  ground  on  which  they 
have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and  should  forever 
stand ;  the  ground  of  friendship,  respect,  good 
will,  and  mutual  wishes  for  the  honor,  happi- 
ness, and  prosperity  of  each  other. 

Bat  why  this  specificatiou  t  So  beneficent 
and  80  glorious  has  been  tiie  administration  of 
this  Premdenl^  that  where  to  beg^,  and  where 
to  end,  in  the  enumeration  of  great  meamrei^ 
would  be  the  embarrassment  o!  him  who  bos 
his  ealogy  to  make.  He  came  into  office  the 
first  of  generals ;  he  goes  out  the  first  of  states- 
men. His  civil  competitors  have  shared  the 
fate  of  his  military  opponents ;  and  Washings 
ton  city  has  been  to  the  American  politicians 
who  have  assmled  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  the  British  generals  wbo  attacked  his  lines. 
Repulsed  I  driven  back  I  discomfited  I  crashed  I 
has  been  the  fate  of  all  assailants,  foreign  and 
domestic,  civil  and  military.  At  home  and 
abroad,  iho  impress  of  his  genius  and  of  his 
character  is  felt  He  has  impressed  upon  the 
a^  in  which  he  lives  the  stamp  c£  his  arms,  of 
his  diplomacy,  and  his  d(»nestic  policy.  In. 
a  word,  so  trassoendeat  have  been  the  merits 
of  his  administration,  that  they  have  operated 
a  miracle  upon  the  nunds  of  hia  most  inveterate 
opponents.  He  has  expunged  their  objeotioas 
to  military  ohieftuus!  He  has  shown  them 
that  they  were  mistaken;  that  military  men 
were  not  the  dangerous  rulers  they  had  im- 
agined, but  safe  and  prosperous  conductors  of 
the  vessel  of  state.  He  has  changed  their  fear 
into  love.  With  visible  signs  they  admit  their 
error,  and,  instead  of  deprecating,  they  now 
invoke  the  reign  of  chieftains.  They  labored 
hard  to  procure  a  military  successor  to  the 
present  incumbent ;  and  if  their  love  goes  on 
increasing  at  the  same  rate,  the  repnbUo  may 
be  put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to 
breed  a  perpetual  succession  of  these  chieftidua 
to  rule  over  them  and  their  posterity  forever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  which  the  inconsistenef 
of  mad  opponents  has  provoked,  and  to  return 
to  the  plain  delineations  of  historical  painting 
the  mind  instinctively  dwells  on  the  vast  and 
imprecedented  popularity  of  this  President. 
Great  is  the  influence,  great  the  power,  ^;reater 
than  any  man  ever  before  possessed  m  our 
America,  which  he  has  acquired  over  the  pub- 
lic mind.  And  how  has  he  acquired  it  ?  Not 
by  the  arts  of  intrigue,  or  the  Juggling  tricks 
of  diplomacy:  not  by  undermining  rivals,  or 
sacrificing  pnblio  interests  for  the  gratification 
of  classes  or  Individuals.  But  he  has  acquired 
it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  sagacity 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeas- 
urable distance  behind,  has  always  enabled  him 
to  adopt  the  right  remedy,  at  tiie  right  time, 
and  to  conquer  soonest  when  the  men  of  forms 
and  office  uionght  him  most  near  to  ruin  and 
desp^.  Next,  oy  a  moral  courage  which  knew 
no  nar  when  tae  pnblio  good  beekmed  him  to 
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Son.  Lost,  and  ohiefest,  he  has  acquired  it 
.  la  open  faon^ity  of  purpose,  which  knew  no 
eonttahnents ;  hr  a  atzught-forwardness  of 
aetum,  which  disdained  tiie  fonm  of  office  and 
the  arts  of  intrigue ;  \>j  a  disinterestedness  of 
modre^  whioh  £ew  no  selfish  or  sordid  calca- 
la^;  a  devotedness  of  patrioUsm,  which 
it^ed  every  thing  persooal  on  tiie  issue  of 
tverf  measure  whicn  the  pnblic  welfare  re- 
anind  him  to  adopt.  By  these  qualities,  and 
these  means,  he  has  acquired  his  prodigious 
jK^mlaiity  and  .his  transcendent  infiuence  over 
the  public  mind ;  and  if  there  are  say  who 
enj  that  influence  and  popularity,  let  them 
mj,  also,  and  emulate,  if  they  can,  the  quali- 
tiM  and  means  by  which  th^  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  tqtposition  to  President 
Jidkaon^s  adnunistratloa ;  greater,  perhaps,  than 
mr  has  been  eihibited  ag^nst  any  Govern- 
mNtt,  ihort  of  actual  iosorrection  and  forcible 
letmuMe.   Revolution  has  been  proclaimed  1 
and  everything  has  been  done  that  could  be 
expected  to  produce  revolution.   The  country 
has  been  almned,  agitated,  convulsed.  From 
the  Senate  chamber  to  the  village  bar-room, 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  uie  other,  de- 
nonciatioD,  agitation,  excitement,  has  been  the 
«iJer  of  the  day.   For  eight  years  the  Presi- 
dent of  this  republic  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
Ttmdtiog  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  threat- 
ening ttie  country  itself  with  ruin  and  desola- 
tion, if  the  people  did  not  expel  the  usurper, 
deqwt,  and  IjranL  as  he  was  called,  from  the 
bi^  place  to  wbica  &»  eafftagea  ol  millions  of 
freemen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  he  has  always 
lepoeed  in  the  discernment  and  equity  of  the 
American  people;  I  have  been  accustomed  to 
see  him  fur  many  years,  and  under  many  dis- 
oooraging  trials ;  but  never  saw  him  doubt,  for 
an  instant,  the  ultimate  Bup]>ort  of  the  people. 
It  was  my  privilege  to  see  nim  often,  and  dur- 
ii^  the  most  gloomy  period  of  the  panic  con- 
curacy,  when  the  whole  earth  seemed  to  he  in 
eoinmoUon  agunst  him,  and  when  many  friends 
were  foltering,  and  stout  hearts  were  quailing 
before  the  raging  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  aenatoral  dennndalion,  had  coidured 
q>  to  overwhdm  him.  I  aw  him  In  the  dark- 
est moments  of  tiiis  i^oomy  period ;  and  never 
did  I  see  his  con^oioe  in  the  Tiltimate  support 
<tf  his  fellow-dtizens  forsake  him  for  an  instant. 
Be  always  said  the  people  would  stand  by  those 
who  stand  by  them ;  and  nobly  have  they  Justi- 
fied that  confidence  t  That  verdict,  the  voice 
of  millions,  which  now  demands  the  expurga- 
tion of  that  sentence  which  the  Senate  and  the 
bank  then  pronounced  upon  him,  is  the  mag- 
nifiomt  response  of  the  people's  hearts  to  the 
implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in 
them.  But  it  was  not  in  the  people  only  that  he 
had  confidence ;  there  was  another,  and  a  far 
Uglier  Power,  to  whi<^  he  constantly  looked 
to  saTe  the  eoontry,  and  its  defenders,  from 
enry  danger ;  and  signal  errata  prove  tiiat  he 
£d  lut  locSk  to  that  ^gh  Power  ia  Toio. 


Sk,  I  tMnk  it  right,  in  approaching  the  ter- 
mination of  tiiis  great  question,  to  present  this 
faint  and  r^id  sketch  of  the  brilliant,  benefi- 
cent, and  glorious  administration  of  Ft^dent 
Jackson.  It  is  not  for  me  to  atl^empt  to  do  it 
Ju^ce ;  it  is  not  for  ordinary  men  to  attempt 
Its  history.  His  military  life,  resplendent  with 
dazzling  events,  will  demand  the  pen  of  a  ner- 
vous writer;  his  civil  administration,  replete 
with  scenes  which  have  called  into  action  so 
many,  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity 
so  many  victories  over  practised  politiciana, 
will  require  the  profound,  luminous,  and  philo- 
Bophical  conceptions  of  a  Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a 
SallQst,  This  history  is  not  to  be  written  In 
our  dj^.  The  ccmtemporaries  of  snob  events 
are  not  the  bands  to  describe  them.  Time  must 
first  do  its  office — must  silence  the  passions,  r»- 
move  the  actors^  develop  consequences,  and 
canonize  all  that  is  sacred  to  honor,  patriotisin, 
and  glory.  In  after  ages  the  historic  genius  of 
our  America  shall  produce  the  vmters  which 
the  subject  demands — ^men  far  removed  from 
the  contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  how  to 
estimate  this  great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire 
an  immortality  for  their  own  names  by  paint- 
ing, with  a  master's  hand,  the  immortal  events 
of  the  patriot.  President's  life. 

And  now,  sir,  I  finish  the  task  which,  three 
years  ago,  I  imposed  on. myself.  Solitary  and 
alone,  and  amiiut  the  Jeers  and  taunts  of  my 
{mponents^  I  put  this  ball  in  motion.  The  peo- 
ple have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  It  forward,  and 
I  am  no  longw  any  thiiu  but  a  unit  in  t2ie  vast 
mass  wUch  now  propds  it  In  the  name  of 
that  mass  I  speak. .  I  demand  the  execution  of 
the  edict  of  the  people ;  I  demand  the  expui:ga> 
tion  of  that  sentence  which  the  voice  of  a  few 
Senators,  and  the  power  of  their  confederate, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  has  caused  to  be 
placed  on  the  Journal  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  ordered  to 
be  e^nmged  from  it 

Fbidat,  January  18. 

^e  Chaib  presented  the  credentials  of 
TnoMAS  Clatton,  elected  a  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, in  the  place  of  tiie  Hon.  Johh  H.  Out- 
ton,  resigned. 

BxpuTiging  JSetolution. 

The  Benate  proceeded  to  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  special  order,  the  expunging  reso- 
lution of  Mr.  Benton. 
Mr.  Dasa.  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  Having  so  recently  token  a 
seat  in  this  chamber,  and  having  neither  incli- 
nation nor  skill  for  public  debate,  I  should  most 
gladly  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  this  subject ; 
but,  sir,  tbe  citizens  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
connection  with  my  colleague,  have  the  honor 
to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  intn^  in 
this  onestion,  and  I  sbotud  be  thought  remiss  in 
my  duty,  ana  regardless  of  their  feeUngSi  were 
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I  to  remain  Bilent  upon  it  Uaine,  bit^  is  at  one 
eztremitj  of  the  Union,  in  a  high  latitude  and 
oold  dilute ;  bnt,  nr^  die  has  a  fertile  soil,  Im- 
mense  fonsts  of  timlter,  vith  her  tbooMuid 
streams  to  bear  it  to  the  ocean;  she  is  a  1)oi;0er 
State,  skirted  bj  the  domtnion  of  his  Britannic 
Ufyesty ;  eihe  has  a  large  territor;'  (if  she  was 
permiU^  to  e^joj  it)  and  a  bonndlesg  seaboard, 
mdented  with  numberless  bays  and  harbors, 
filled  with  ship  yards,  Bhips,  and  oommerce; 
these  lead  her  citizens  to  an  intercourse  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by 
them  we  are  told  that  we  have  no  Government ; 
that  oar  "  King  is  deposed ; "  that  onr  Presi- 
dent has  been  tried  and  condemned  by  onr  Sen- 
ate, and  that  soon  we  shall  come  mider  the  do- 
minion of  their  king.  Howerer  gratifying  this 
thoo^i  maj  be  to  some  in  onrVnion,  it  has 
bnt  few  advooates  with  ns.  This  leads  the 
Wdy,  indostriona,  iuqaidtiTe  dtizens  (tf  the 
East  to  inqoire,  what  has  oar  beloved  Fnrident 
done?  Ib  it  trae  that  the  Senate  have  con- 
demned him  ?  Can  it  be  that  he,  who  has  tri- 
nmphantly  carried  ns  throngh  so  many  perils, 
and  always  been  the  people's  friend,  has  be- 
trayed ns  at  lastt  Let  us  look  into  it;  let  ns 
examine  the  subject  I  With  this  inquiring 
spirit,  so  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  North, 
my  constituents  will  be  eatisned  with  nothing 
short  of  a  fur  and  fall  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  a  jnst  and  impartial  decidon  of  the 
eame.  And  that  I  may  the  more  readily  come 
to  the  investigation  of  it,  and  not  wander  from 
it,  I  ask  permiamon  to  havB  the  xeM^otioB  of 
Harch  88, 1884^  read  from  the  desk. 

This  resolution  (In  these  words:  "JZaoAwd^ 
That  the  Prerident,  in  the  late  proceeding  in 
relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  on  himself 
anthority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  con- 
stitntion  and  laws,  bnt  in  derogation  of  botii") 
holds  up  the  President  to  the  people  as  a  nauip- 
er ;  as  a  violator  of  that  constitotion  which  he 
has  sworn  to  support. 

My  first  inquiry,  Mr.  President,  is,  how  was 
tills  resolution  passed  f  In  what  capacity  did 
this  honorable  Senate  act  when  they  passed  it? 
This  body  has  a  legislative  and  executive  char- 
acter, and,  in  one  instance,  and  in  one  alone,  a 
judi<»al  oharacter,  viz :  the  trying  of  impeach- 
ments. Althoni^  tlie  Smate  has  a  legidative 
character,  yet  it  Is  presomed  that  tms  body 
would  not  act  in  that  capacity  only  on  subjects 
of  legislation.  And  this  surely  could  not  be 
such ;  there  is  no  matter  on  which  legislative 
action  could  be  had.    If  the  President  was 

Siilty  of  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
ws,  if  he  had  committed  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, no  leglfilation  would  reach  him ;  he 
must  be  tried  by  the  constitfition  and  the  laws, 
as  they  existed  at  the  tune  of  his  supposed 
offence.  To  me  it  is  clear  lhat  thia  honorable 
body  had  no  legislative  jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject Did  they  then  act  in  thdr  executive  ca- 
pacity? No,  nr;  for  their  records  show  no 
such  proceedings  in  the  executive  boslness. 
He  miut  have  been  tried,  then,  by  this  hoiu»> 


able  Senate  in  their  jndicial  capacily ;  and  this 
body  has  the  sole  power  to  try  all  indictments 

g'ven  it  by  the  oonstitoticoi,  and  when  riUmg 
r  that  purpose,  in  thdr  fndidal  cbaiaeter. 
The  rules  of  prooednre,  as  adopted  December 
81,  1804,  in  tbto  honorable  Senate,  to  be  ob- 
served in  oases  of  impeachment,  require  "  that 
at  18  o'clock  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  trial 
of  tiie  impeachment,  the  l^islative  and  exeeo- 
tive  bunness  shall  1^  suspended,"  and  the  Sec- 
retary shall  then  administer  tiie  following  oath 
to  the  President  of  the  Senate:  "  Yon  solemnly 
swear  (or  affirm)  that  in  all  things  appertaining 

to  the  trial  of  tiie  impeachment  of  ^ 

you  will  do  impartial  justice,  aooording  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Sta^ ;  and 
the  President  shall  administer  the  sud  oath  to 
each  Senator  preamt"  Tiia  deariy  diows,  Mr. 
Preddent,  the  views  which  tiiis  honoraUe  body 
had  heretofive  isntOTtained  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  at  a  time,  too,  when  they  were  cod 
and  dispassionate,  and  about  to  exercise  th^ 
high  judicial  functions.  Here,  sir,  yon  find  an 
important  fact,  that  the  Senate  never  did  exer- 
cise their  legisIatiTe  and  judicial  fonctions  at 
the  same  time ;  they  are  distinct  in  their  na- 
tures, and  have  ever  been  so  considered  by  this 
honorable  body,  and  so  exercised  by  them  ontil 
the  2Sth  of  March,  16S4,  when,  for  some  par- 
pose,  of  which  I  will  not  now  speak,  for  the 
first  time,  (and  God  grant  that  it  may  be  for 
the  laat,)  the  legislative  and  judicial  functions 
of  this  body,  contraiT  to  their  own  rules  of 
procedure,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitntion, 
were  exemsed  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  ■ 
jndidal  sentence  is  d<^ed  in  l«;isIatiTe  Ian- 
ga^.  If  the  olgeot  was,  sir,  to  bring  a  bold 
offender  to  justice,  why  notpursne  the  l^al 
and  constitutional  course  ?  Why  violate  boUi  ? 
But  if  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  Preradent 
as  a  daring  usurper,  and  unworthy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  me  people,  this  scheme,  this  prefect) 
woidd  seem  to  have  been  the  most  probable  to 
accomplish  it.   Bnt  it  has  failed,  totally  failed. 

Again,  sir,  another  role  of  this  body,  adopted 
at  the  same  time  as  the  former,  requires  that  a 
summons  shall  be  issued  to  the  person  accused, 
which  summons  shall  be  stened  by  thnr  Secre- 
tary, BMled  with  tiidr  seat  and  served  by  dta 
8e^ffeant-at-ann&  lids  rule  also  shoirs  clearly 
that  this  honorable  body  neVOT  eontemplatea 
the  exercise  of  their  legislative  and  judicial 
fimotions  at  the  same  time.  Then,  sir,  if  this 
pontion  is  correct,  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion contained  in  this  resolution  was  a  judiclol 
act  and  could  only  have  been  done  by  a  Judi- 
ciai  tribunal. 

Agtun,  sir,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to 
have  the  onence  with  which  he  is  charged 
clearly  and  substantially  set  forth,  and  to  be 
duly  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial ;  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  this  au- 
gust tribunal,  hear  the  aUegations  and  pnx^ 
agunst  him,  and  confront  nu  accusers,  face  to 
f£w,  and  then  to  make  his  defence.  Now,  Mr. 
Fnuden^  let  me  ask,  when  the  Chief  Hagis- 
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trtte  of  tbia  natkm  was  ooademned,  in  the  reso- 
htioD  proposed  to  be  expunged,  did  this  honor- 
able body  Buroeod  l^^u^ttve  and  execative 
bnnness  t  Bid  they  oraanize  themselves  as  a 
jn^cial  tribonal  ?  Did  the  President  of  the 
Seoate  take  the  above  oath,  prescribed  bv  the 
roles  of  this  hononble  body  f  Did  he  admin- 
kter  the  aame  to  each  Senator  presentt  Was 
tiie  aooiued  fiurnished  with  a  foil  and  dear  de- 
teriptiMi  of  the  diargee  brought  against  him  ? 
Via  he  notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  trial  ? 
And  was  he  permitted  to  face  bis  aconsers? 
If  not,  then,  sir,  permit  me  to  ask^  has  he  been 
tried  by  the  roles  presented  by  this  honorable 
bodyt  No,  sir;  He  has  been  tried  and  con- 
demned for  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  his  conntry,  which  he  had  sworn  to 
support,  contrary  to  our  own  mles~rules  which 
tfaH  b<Kly  bad  adopted  for  the  trial  of  snoh 
offenders  aa  he  is  accused  of  being. 

Ur.  Prendent,  having  shown  uiat  the  Presi- 
dent was  tried  and  condemned  without  form,  I 
vDl  now  mqoire  if  he  has  been,  tried  according 
to  tba  prorioons  of  the  oonatitDttoii  and  laws 
of  oor  ooontry.  In  what  caaea,  let  me  aak,  can 
tiiis  hooOTable  Senate  act  in  their  Judicial  oapa- 
d^r  Let  the oonatitntion  answer :  "TheSen- 
■te  ahall  have  the  sole  power  to  lay  all  impeach- 
imita ; "  and  that  instrument  o(mveys  to  this 
body  no  authority  to  try  only  in.  oases  of  im- 
peadiment   Here  is  the  extent  of  our  power, 
and  here  is  our  authority  limited.  Yes,  sir,  we 
can  try  impeachments,  and  impeachments  only ; 
but,  nr,  can  the  Saiate  originate  impeachments  f 
Ho,  rir,  they  cannot;   The  constitution  has  de- 
daredf  in  so  many  words,  that  "  the  House  of 
Bepreaeotatives  shall  have  the  sole  power  of 
bapaaehment."     Have  they  exercised  that 
power  t  Have  they  acoaaed  the  President  of 
aBtnninc  est  himself  anQiority  and  power  not 
conferred 'I)/  the  eonstitalion  and  laws,  and  in 
dmgation  d  both  V  "  Have  they  impeached 
him  for  to  doing  f   Where  is  the  evidence  of 
it!  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  such  im- 
peachment?  Ko,  sir,  titey  have  not  done  it. 
The  impeadbing  power  haa  never  acted*  in  this 
earn.   They  have  not  accused  the  President  of 
any  offence  whatever.   Where,  then,  nr,  I  aak, 
is  oor  j  orisdiction  ?   We  have  no  power  to  try, 
sntil  the  House — tiie  accusing  power — have 
impeached ;  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any 
Jnriadiction.   Can  it  be,  sir,  that  without  even 
tbe  forma  prescribed  by  tiiis  honorable  body, 
without  an  impeaobment,  without  an  aocnaa* 
tioD  of  any  taw.  we  have  assomed  jnriadiotion, 
tried,  and  oondemned  tlie  Presioent  of  the 
United  batea  for  a  vi<dadon  of  the  eonstitntion 
mnd  laws  of  his  oountry  ?   And  shall  this  reso- 
faiCioa  rMoain  on  oor  journals,  or  shall  it  be 
cacpnnged  ?   Can  this  be  done  t   Has  this  Sen- 
ate a  right  to  do  it?   There  is  no  role  of  more 
^eoerel  ^|dicatj(»i  than  this.  The  power  which 
ereates  can  destroy — the  power  which  can 
aaake  can  onmake — ^the  power  which  puts  np, 
caa  put  down — and  why  should  not  tnis  rule 
$»  veil  to  records  aa  to  all  other  caaest 


unless,  dr.  It  should  be  a  record  of  vested  rights, 
about  wmch  we  have  recently  been  so  highly 
entertained ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  mere 
are  any  vested  rights  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion. I  think  the  aoensed  will  ekdm  none  in 
this  case. 

I  apprehend,  mr,  that  every  le^ative,  exeo* 
ntive,  and  jndicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter, 
strike  oat,  insert,  erase,  oorreet,  and  amoid, 
their  records.  It^  is  an  Inherent,  oo-ordinate 
power,  without  which  snob  bodies  oonld  not 
exist,  and  transact  their  bnrineas.  la  ^ere  a 
time  limited,  within  which  such  alterations  and 
amendments  should  be  madet  If  so,  what  is 
the  time !  A  day  t  a  month  1  a  year  ?  In  the 
history  of  records,  no  such  limit  is  fixed.  I 
trust,  then,  sir,  such  alterations  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  most  proper  by  the  body  to 
which  they  belong.  If  then,  sir,  such  bodies 
have  their  records  under  their  own  control, 
why  may  they  not  erase,  blot  out,  expunge,  at 
pleasnre !  Is  there  any  particular  form  or  man- 
ner In  which  this  aludl  be  done !  Kone.  Then, 
sir^  if  there  ia  no  particular  time  lindted  for 
domg  this,  nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which 
it  mnat  be  done,  the  time  when,  and  the  man- 
ner of  d<riw  it,  are  at  the  pleasnre  of  theboffies 
to  whom  t£e  records  belong.  If;  tiienj  air,  we 
have  ttie  power  to  expunge  this  reeoluboo,  is  it 
expedient  so  to  do? 

Mr.  Preston  next  arose  and  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows : 

Nothing,  Hr.  President,  (said  he,)  was  farther 
from  my  intention,  than  to  have  sud  a  single 
word  on  this  subject.  Nor  do  I  now  propose 
to  discuss  it  That  has  been  done  so  folly  and 
elaborately  on  both  sides,  that  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  tbe  argument  I  thought  I  should  not 
have  Bud  a  word,  but  I  feel  a  sort  of  impoad- 
bility  of  withholding  the  expression  of  my  nttw 
repugnance  to  this  i^oeeeding.  If  we  had  not 
arrived  at  the  very  issue;  if  the  question  were 
not  ready  to  be  taken,  I  shonld  have  retuned  my 
seat,  for  I  have  long  been  endeavoring  to  school 
and  to  snbdne  my  heart  down  to  this  aubmisaion. 
During  tbe  entire  oonrse  of  events  which  has 
gradually  brought  my  mind  to  the  condorion 
that  tbis  resolution  wonld  at  some  time  pass,  I 
have  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feelings,  to 
cnrb  and  restrain  them,  ana  bring  down  my  mind 
to  tbe  event,  so  tha^  when  at  last  the  sad  mo- 
ment should  arrive,  I  might  meet  it  with  a  be- 
coming resignation ;  and  I  did  suppose  that  I  had 
succeeded.  I  bad  long  seen  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  this  measure.  I  was  no  stra^er  to 
the  arts  and  the  industry  by  which  the  progress 
of  that  popularity  bad  been  stimulated  and 
ui^ed  on  from  day  to  day.  I  well  knew  the 
power  and  the  popularity  of  the  Chief  Uag^ 
trate.  I  had  heard  of  bis  own  personal  exer- 
tions to  promote  this  ot^ect  I  saw  that  it  wss 
resolved  upon  as  a  party  measure,  and  I  saw 
the  party  which  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly 
and  triumphantiy  succeeding  throughout  a  large 
part  of  the  Union.  These  things  certainly  are 
soffident  to  have  forewarned       and  I  had 
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hoped,  and  tilt  thia  moment  believed,  that  they 
had  foreanned  me  also.  But  there  was  added 
to  all  these  the  atill  less  eqniTOcal  evidence  aris- 
ing from  the  proceedings  of  several  <rfthe  State 
Lefpdi^area.  fo,  when  first  I  heard  tbat  a 
Btate  Lca^slatare  had  inBtmcted  her  Senators 
on  this  floor  to  vote  in  fovor  of  this  tiling,  it 
stmck  me  with  inezpresBible  sorrow  and  dls- 
Bii^.  Bot  when  I  from  time  to  time  heheld 
various  other  State  L^isIaMres,  acting  under 
tiie  same  diotation,  or  at  least  misled  into  the 
same  mistake,  sorrow  assmned  in  mj  bosom 
the  complexion  of  despair.  Bat  there  was  still 
one  ingredient  to  be  added  to  this  onp,  to  ren- 
der the  odioos  dranght  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  could,  I  will  confess  it,  with  some  compara- 
tive de^ee  of  philosophy,  have  seen  certain 
States  of  this  confederacy  one  after  another  giv- 
big  away,  and  tninging  their  sacceasive  sacrincea 
to  this  altar  of  exwn^ve  power.  I  conld  have 
borne  to  see  this  and  tiw  and  the  other  State 
pnwtmUng  hera^  and  ^ding  in  the  general 
oon^>iracy  to  proatzate  the  Senate.  Bnt  when 
at  length  it  came  to  pass  that  the  ancient  and 
powwfol  Commonwealth  of  Yii^nia  was 
brought  to  bow  her  venerable  locks  before  the 
footstool  of  power,  foi^  her  past  history,  for- 
got who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  has 
been,  and  associated  herself  in  a  combination 
like  tfiis,  how  shall  I  describe  to  yon  my  feel- 
ings 1  As  a  politician,  I  might  have  been  mor- 
tined  at  such  a  sj>ectaole ;  as  a  statesman,  be- 
lonnng  to  the  United  SUUes,  I  tnmed  frt>m  it 
wi^  shame ;  bnt  as  a  native  of  Yiivinia,  I  de- 
plore, I  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart, 
that  she  too  has  Joined  tiie  faneral^rooesnw 
irf  the  oonstitnli<HL  Bir^  I  was  prood  to  re- 
snonber  her  in  her  prood  day ;  to  oonridw  her 
as  she  once  was,  and  peiiims  st^  is— the  mother 
of  great  men ;  to  look  back  to  that  bright,  that 
immortal  period  in  oar  history  when  she  recall- 
ed her  children  from  these  h^ls  of  national  leg- 
islation into  her  own  L^slatnre,  there  to  vin- 
dicate the  rights  and  independence  of  the  State, 
and  to  reassert  the  violatM  constitution  a^nst 
the  Tisiupations  of  this  Government.  Then, 
indeed,  Virginia  Oreserved  that  iUnstrions  char- 
acter which  had  ascended  with  her  from  the 
Bevolntion.  Then  she  pnt  herself  on  her  State 
ri^its,  and  on  the  pwnlar  doctrines  of  her  fr^ 
GoTemmeDt;  and  all  who  witnessed  the  ani- 
xoating  sight  must  have  ecRK^nded  that,  throogh- 
ont  her  existence,  she  wonld  ever  oontinoe  to 
vindicate  and  to  perpetnate  the  doctrine  and 
the  spirit  of  liber^.  Sir,  I  conld  have  wished 
tiiat  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now  repre- 
sents that  distingiiimed  State  conld  have  found 
in  his  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a  different 
course  from  that  which  he  has  pursued  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  unques- 
tionably possesses,  with  hb  liberal  education, 
and  large  experience,  and  especially  with  the 
good  fortune  of  growing  up  amidst  the  very 
men  who  l^d  the  foon^tions  of  our  republic, 
I  had  hoped  that  be  would  have  Invok^  the 
andflot  ^irit  of  his  State,  and  wonld  have 
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added  the  snffrage  of  his  voice  to  save  the 
trembling  oonstitDtion;  about  to  be  imntdated 
at  the  footstool  of  executive  power.  Butitwae 
my  lot  to  be  disappointed ;  and  I  monni,  from 
the  bottom  cS  my  heart,  the  instmotion  imder 
which  he  feels  hm^f  construed  to  vote  fbr 
this  extraordinary  resolution.  "Where  are  th« 
sedateness,  the  gravity,  the  calm  and  eautioos 
wisdom  of  Ma^son?   "Where  the  philosoptio 

3>irit,  the  enlaiged  views,  and  popular  preddeo- 
ons  of  Jeflferson !  Where  the  sturdy  reptib- 
lioanism  of  John  Taylor  (  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  history?  They  are 
gone — gone— and  others  control  her  destiny. 
Sir,  I  lament,  I  mourn,  that  my  'native  Btate 
should  have  lent  herself  and  the  remnant  of 
her  glory  to  promote  and  gloss  over  this  pro- 
ceeding. I  take  consolation,  however,  Hr. 
President,  that  there  is  one  State,  one  free  and 
fearless  State,  which  has  kept  herself  alot^  from 
this  combination;  whose  unbroken  qdrit, 
whose  pride  and  h<moTf  demand  of  me.  her  re^ 
resentauve,  to  make,  as  I  now  dut,  on  behslf « 
South  Oarolina,  her  pnl^  and  solemn  protert 
against  this  opim  and  flagrant  violation  of  the 
oonstitntion. 

Mr.  BivBs  followed,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  great  length  in  support  of  the  resolatim. 
This  speech  was  never  reported. 
.  Ifr.  MooBB  said  that  the  appropriate  sn^es- 
tion  with  which  the  Senator  m>m  OonnectKnt 
{Mr.  NiLBs)  had  closed  his  speech,  In-oxiglit  te 
his  mind  a  very  important  and  useful  amcaid- 
ment,  the  propriety  of  which  he  had  no  doubt 
wonld  be  evident  and  obvions  to  that  Senator, 
and  ho  wonld  beg  leave  to  reoommend  its  adt^ 
tion  to  the  frienob  oi  thb  blaok  line  lesolnticm, 
viz :  that  this  reoord  oi  the  Senate's  prooeed- 
inga,  made  and  preserved  by  the  requiremcBti 
of  the  constitution,  shall  be  destroyed  by  fire 
to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  means  of  a  snn- 
glass.  For  this  he  believed  they  might  plead 
something  like  a  precedent  from  the  Goienl 
Assembly  of  Georgia.  He  Ihon^t  this  would 
complete  the  farce. 

ifr.  OALHotTN  said :  The  gentieman  from  Vb^ 
ginia  (Hr.  Bivbb)  says  that  the  argiunent  in  &• 
vor  of  this  expunging  resolution  has  not  beat 
answered.  Sir,  there  are  some  que^ons  so 
plain  that  they  cannot  be  argued.  Nothing  can 
make  them  more  plain ;  and  this  is  we.  ISo 
one^  not  blinded  by  par^  seal,  can  possibly  be 
iosuiable  that- the  measure  proposed  is  a  vio- 
lation of  the  oonstitntion.  The  oonstitation  n- 
qnires  the  Senate  to  keep  a  Jooraal ;  this  reso- 
lution goes  to  expunge  the  Journal.  If  you 
may  expunge  a  part,  you  may  sponge  &9 
whole ;  and  if  it  is  expunged,  how  is  it  kept! 
The  constitution  says  the  journal  shall  be  kept; 
this  resolution  says  it. shall  be  destroyed.  It 
does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution  de- 
clares shtdl  not  be  done.  That  is  the  argument, 
the  whole  argument.  There  is  none  other.  Talk 
of  precedents?  and  precedents  drawn  frwn  a' 
foreign  country  »  They  dont  apply.  No,  dr. 
This  is  to  be        not  in  o(HueqaenoO  of  aign* 
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meat,  but  in  spite  of  aigament  I  understand 
the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentlemen 
bare  no  liberty  to  vote  otherwise.  The/  are 
coerced  by  aa  exterior  power.  They  try,  in- 
deed, to  comfort  their  conscience  by  saying 
that  it  is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  voice  of 
the  people.  It  is  no  sach  thing.  We  all  know 
bow  these  legislative  retnms  have  been  obtained. 
It  is  by  dictation  team,  the  White  House.  The 
Fterident  hinuelf.  with  that  vast  mass  cf  patron- 

Swhioh  he  wielda,  and  the  thousand  expeota- 
s  he  is  able  to  hold  np,  has  obt^ned  tiiese 
TOtesoftheStateLe^atures;  and  this,  forsooth, 
li  8ud  to  be  the  voice  of  the  people.  The  voice 
ofthe  people  I  Sir,  can  we  foi^t  the  scene  which 
WH  exhibited  in  this  chamber  when  that  ex- 
nmgiog  resolution  was  first  introduced  here  ? 
Have  we  foi^tten  the  universal  giving  way  of 
eiKisdence,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
was  left  alone  ?  I  see  before  me  Senators  who 
could  not  swallow  that  resolution ;  and  has  its 
nature  changed  since  then?  Is  it  any  more 
oonatitatioau  now  than  it  was  then  1  Ifot  at 
all.  fiatexecativepowerhasinterposed.  Talk 
to  me  of  the  voice  d  the  people  t  Ko,  sir.  It 
b  the  combination  of  patrou^  and  power  to 
eoenw  tiiis  body  into  a  gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  Some  individuals,  I 
perceive,  think  to  escape  through  the  particuhir 
BHia  in  which  this  act  is  to  be  perpetrated. 
They  tell  as  that  the  resolution  on  your  records 
knot  to  be  expunged,  but  is  only  to  be  endors- 
ed "  Expnoged."  Railly,  sir,  I  do  not  know 
how  to  argTio  against  such  contemptible  sophis- 
try. The  occasion  is  too  solemn  for  an  arga- 
inient  of  this  sort.  Yon  are  going  to  violate  the 
ooDstitation,  and  you  get  lid  of  the  infamy  by 
a  Alsebood.  You  yourselves  say  that  the  reso- 
ktion  is  expunged  by  yonr  order.  Yet  you  say 
it  is  not  exponged.  Ton  pnt  your  act  in  ex- 
jnm  words.  Yon  recfml  it,  and  then  toni 
iDond  and  deny  it. 

But  wiiab  is  the  motive?  What  is  the  pre- 
text for  this  enormity  f  Why,  gentiemen  tell 
Qi  the  Senate  has  two  distinct  consciences — a 
Itpdative  conscience,  and  a  judicial  conscience. 
As  a  legislative  body  we  have  decided  that  the 
Preisdent  has  violated  tiie  constitution.  Bat 
gentlemen  tell  us  that  this  Is  an  impeachable 
offisnce ;  and,  as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in 
onrjodhual  capacity,  we  have  no  right  to  ex- 
press the  opinion.  I  need  not  show  how  In- 
counstont  anch  a  position  is  with  the  eternal, 
impreecriptible  right  of  f^-eedom  of  speech,  and 
how  utterly  inconustent  it  is  with  precedents 
drawn  from  the  Matory  of  onr  British  anoestois, 
where  tiie  aame  liberty  of  speech  has  for  oat- 
toriea  been  eqjoyed.  There  is  a  shorter  and 
mor&  direct  argument  in  rej^.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to 
their  own  showing,  vote  for  this  resolution; 
fer  if  it  is  nnconsUtntional  for  us  to  record  a 
reac^tion  of  condemnation,  because  we  may 
afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  case  in  a  judicial 
ofacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for 
Bs  to  leoocd  a  resoltttiQn  of  ao^nittaL  If  it  is 
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unconstitutional  for  the  Senate  to  declare  before 
a  trial  that  the  President  has  violated  the  con- 
stitution, it  is  equally  nnoonstitutional  to  de- 
clare before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  violated  the 
constitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  face  of  this  principle, 
gentiemen  are  here  going  to  oondema  their 
own  act 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath  ?  I  know  it 
is  all  utterly  vain.  The  day  is  gone ;  night  ap- 
proaches, and  id^t  is  snibwle  to  the  dark  deed 
we  meditate.  Tnere  hi  a  sort  of  destiny  in  this 
thing.  The  act  must  be  performed ;  and  it  is 
an  act  which  will  tell  on  the  political  history 
of  this  country  forever.  Other  preceding  vio- 
lations of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been 
many  and  great)  filled  my  bosom  with  indigna- 
tion, but  ^is  fills  it  only  with  grief.  Others 
were  done  in  the  heat  of  party.  Power  was, 
as  it  were,  compelled  to  support  itself  by  seiz- 
ing upon  new  instruments  of  influence  and 
patronage ;  and  there  were  amhitious  and  able 
men  to  direct  the  process.  Such  was  the 
removal  of  the  deports,  whidi  the  President 
seized  upon  by  a  new  mi  unprecedented  act 
of  arbitrary  poww;  an  act  which  gave  him 
ample  means  <^  rewardhig  friends  and  punish- 
ing enemies.  Something  may,  perhaps,  be 
pudoned  to  him  in  this  matter,  on  the  old 
apol(^  of  tyrants — ^the  plea  of  necessity.  Bnt 
here  tiiere  can  be  no  such  apology.  Here  no 
necessity  can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  This 
act  originates  in  pure,  nnmixed,  personal  idol- 
atry. It  is  the  melancholy  evidence  of  a 
broken  spirit,  ready  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  pow- 
er. The  former  act  was  snch  a  one  as  might 
have  been  perpetrated  in  the  days  of  Pompey 
or  .Ofesar ;  out  an  act  like  this  coold  never  have 
been  consummated  by  a  Roman  Senate  tmtdl  the 
times  of  Caligula  and  Nero. 

itt.  Out  inquired  whether  the  qnesUim 
involved  both  the  preamble  and  the  resolntaon. 
The  OauB  said  it  emhraoed  the  whole  saltteot 
matter. 


SAnnouLT,  January  14. 
The  PuUie  Zandt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  £mo,  of  Alabama,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bUl  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands,  except 
to  actual  settlers  and  in  limited  quantities,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Hr.  Walkeb  Bfud,  the  great  prlncii>le  oont^- 
ed  in  the  bill  now  under  oonstderati(ni  was  to 
arrest  monopolies  of  the  pablio  lands,  and  limit 
the  sales  to  settlers  or  outivators.  The  adop- 
tion of  this  measure  wonld  have  a  material 
infiueoce  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Qovemment 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  in- 
vestigating the  details  of  the  bill,  it  would  be 
proper  to  examine  the  j^reliminary  question, 
whether  the  great  principle  upon  which  tiie 
bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  recommend  it  to  the 
£iv(»aUe  consideration  of  tiie  Amerioan  Swate. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no 


ABBIBOHBNT  07  THB 


So  long  as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hnndieds  of 
millions  of  acres  of  land,  with  no  limitation 
upon  the  extent  of  the  purchase,  vast  quantities 
these  lands  mnst  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  f&w 
capitalists,  tfans  antnorized  and  invited  by  the 
Government  to  make  the  pnrchase ;  and  when 
these  capitalists  confined  their  operations  to  the 
acqnisition  of  lands  nnoconpied  bj  any  settler, 
it  vas  clearly  erroneous  to  denonnoe  snch 
specolatlona  daring  the  continnance  of  the  ex- 
isting  system.  It  was  the  system  that  was 
wrong ;  and  so  long  as  it  was  continued,  any 
denunciation  of  those  who  purchased  large 
bodies  of  the  unoccapied  public  lands  was  worse 
than  ridiculous.  Bach  purchases  had  been 
made,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by 
maDT  respectable  citizens,  in  accordance  with 
the  inTitation  of  the  Government ;  and  any 
demmdation  of  snoh  purchases  wodd  only 
react  upon  the  Oongress  which  adopted  the 
existing  system,  as  well  as  every  snoceeding 
Congress  which  refnses  Its  repeal  or  modifica- 
titm.  Bnt  the  question  recurs,  does  this  system 
best  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  Ameiican 
people?  and  shall  we  continue  to  invite  and 
encourage  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by 
a  few  iudividuals,  or  so  amend  the  existing 
system  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  only  iu  limit- 
ed quantities,  sufficient  for  farms  or  plantations, 
and  thus  reserve  for  these  great  and  nsefol  pnr- 

Cies  this  noble  public  domain  ?  Whether  these 
ds  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  only  for 
settlement  or  cultivatiffli,  or  whether  fhey  shall 
be  permitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few 
bidividuals,  by  townships,  counties,  and  even 
entire  States,  in  a  idn^e  year,  is  the  bue 
question  which  we  must  determine. 

The  evils  of  the  existing  system  were  only 
folly  developed  during  the  past  year  and  that 
which  preceded  it.  By  the  retams  from  the 
Land  Office,  the  sales,  exclusive  of  those  at 
Pontotoc,  Uississippi,  during  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  past  year,  amounted  to  $20,- 
068,480,  and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  16,984,- 
480.  I^ins,  upon  the  same  ratio,  the  sales  of 
the  year  1836  amounted  to  twenty  millions  of 
acres,  and  upwards  of  twenty-five  miQionfl  of 
dollan :  and,  including  the  sales  at  Pcmtotoo,  to 
more  than  twen^-one  millions  of  acres,  and 
more  than  twenty-seven  millions  of  dollars.  In 
a  single  year,  thus,  a  portion  of  the  poblic 
domam  has  been  sold,  nearly  equal  in  super- 
ficial extent  to  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  ex- 
ceeding the  supondee  of  five  New  England 
States,  containing  more  than  two  millioDs  of 
people.  In  this  manner,  entire  States  are  swept 
m  a  single  year  into  the  hands  of  speculators, 
who  may  thus  exercise  a  greater  control  over 
the  destiny  of  these  Btate^  for  half  a  century 
to  come,  than  the  national  and  State  L^sla- 
tures  combined.  Can  any  system  be  devised 
more  destmotire  of  equal  rights  and  republican 
prineiplesf  In  vain  shall  we  have  struck  down 
the  fiinda]  ^stera,  with  its  accompanying  re- 
lation  of  lord  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and  con- 
tinue htn  this  wOTse  than  jbndal  vassalage^ 


this  system  of  American  landlords,  engrossins 
milliana  of  acres,  and  regulating  the  t^rms  ^ 
sale  or  settlement  In  vain  shall  we  ban 
abolished  the  system  of  primt^nitore  and  en* 
taQments,  as  calculated  to  create  lauded  mo< 
nopolies,  if  we  sustain  the  existing  policy, 
which  a  few  c^italists  may  engross  m  a  node 
year  the  ownership  of  States,  and  control  ^ 
destiny  of  millions.  An  extent  of  territory 
equal  to  five  States  passing  in  a  siugle  year  in- 
to the  hands  of  speculators!  must  not  HHa 
create  here  a  landed  aristocracy,  without  the 
title,  but  more  wealthy  and  powerful  than  the 
sinking  nobility  of  England  f  It  will  estaUid) 
a  fonrui  estate,  more  controlling  than  the  1»- 
islative,  executive,  and  judicial  power.  It  will 
control  agriculture  and  its  products,  by  rest- 
ing the  price  of  landed  propertj.  It  wiu  cer- 
tainly introduce  into  the  new  States  l^e  system 
of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  the  occupant 
win  not  be  the  owner  of  (he  boU  he  coltiyates, 
bnt  the  tributary  of  some  absentee  landlord,  who 
will,  in  the  shape  of  an  annual  rent,  reap  neflrly 
all  the  profits  of  the  labor  of  the  cultivator.  It 
will  establish  a  relation  of  abject  dependenoe 
on  the  one  hand,  and  tyrannical  power  on  the 
other.  It  wiU  impoverish  the  many,  and  enricli 
the  few.  It  will  create  a  war  of  capital  agunst 
labor,  of  the  producer  against  the  non-prodnoer, 
of  the  cultivator  against  the  speculator ;  a  war 
iu  which  this  Government  wifl  be  arrayed  m 
the  side  of  the  speculator,  enlai^ng  his  do- 
minion, increasing  his  power,  nntd,  in  a  few 
years  more,  he  will  acquire  a  complete  mo- 
nopoly, and  maintain  an  undisputed  empire, 
throughout  the  valley  of  the  West 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  conn- 
try  than  the  monopoly  of  its  lands  by  a  few 
individuals ;  thus  keeping  those  lands  out  of 
the  hands  of  settlers  and  cultivators,  and  con- 
demning vast  regions  of  fertile  lands  to  remain 
for  years  waste  and  uncultivated.  The  West, 
for  many  years,  has  been  endeavoring  to  obtwn 
from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  ;  but  the  continuation  of  the  exist- 
ing system  is  worse  than  a  refasal  to  redooe 
the  price ;  it  is  equivalent  to  a  law  raising  the 
price  to  settlers  and  cultivators  from  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  to  a  price  vary- 
ing from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  It  is 
wdi  known  that,  within  the  last  few  years, 
vast  bodies  of  public  lands  have  been  purchased 
by  speonlatora  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  settlers  or  cuKi- 
vatora  at  prices  varying  firom  five  to  thirty 
dollars  per  acre.  And  what  must  soon  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  continning  the  existing 
system?  At  the  rate  of  twenty-one  millions 
(rf  acres  per  annum,  speculators  in  a  veiy  few 
jreara  mnst  own  nearly  every  acre  of  good  land 
in  the  present  new  States  and  organized  Terri- 
tories of  the  Union.  When  this  monopoly  AaSl 
be  complete,  and  no  good  land  remains  ttie 
property  of  the  Government,  win  not  &  stOi 
higher  prijM  be  demanded  Ibr  those  lands  by 
those  who  hold  them?  If  we  ab^ish  the  ija- 
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t«iii  of  sales  to  roecnUtors,  these  miUions  of 
•eras  of  ^ood  land,  now  owned  hy  the  Govem- 
ment,  will  ^us,  from  time  to  time,  at  the 
ainlmnm  price^  into  the  hands  of  settlers  or 
oltiTatorst  which  otherwise  would  he  pnr- 
ehued  "by  ^teotdators,  and  resold  hy  them  at 
from  five  to  thirtjr  dollars  per  acre.  Ev&ry 
Senator  who  votes  against  tnis  hill  votes  for 
ooDtinoing  a  system  hy  which  ^is  vast  en- 
hancement to  settlers  and  cultivators,  of  the 
nice  of  the  public  lands,  most  soon  tt^e  place. 
There  can  be  no  greater  corse  to  my  comitry, 
DC  more  serious  impediment  to  its  prosperitv, 
than  the  high  price  of  its  nnoconpled  lands.  It 
prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  those 
koda,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  prodncta,  and 
peculation  of  a  State.  It  is  equivalent  to  a 
oecree  of  man,  condemning  to  remiun  waste  and 
oncoltivated  vast  regions  created  hy  nature 
inexhanstiUy  fertile,  and  inviting  tiie  hand  of 
improvunent  What  Senator  from  any  new 
State  lits  not  seen  whole  townships  of  land  re- 
maining in  the  hands  of  q>ecnlatorB,  waste  and 
mioceai^ed,  where  otherwise  purchases  hy  set- 
tlen  or  cultivators  would  have  been  made  at 
the  minimmn  price  of  the  Govermnent,  and 
where  would  now  be  ft?T^ti<ng  ^ms  and  pros- 
perous TiUagesf 

pCr.  Walker,  after  a  farther  exposition  of  the 
prineipkg  of  his  bm,  eondnded  with  nyiiv:] 

Such  are  the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and 
the  detaila  are  designed  to  promote  the  great 
olyect.   Sales  of  me  |nihlie  lamls  at  pnldie 
uctiiHi,  thon^  not  entirdy  aboli^ed,  are  coo- 
fined  to  those  who  purchase  for  aett^nent  or 
eahivation.  The  Bpecnlator  is  ezdodad  from 
the  ppblic  sales,  as  he  is  from  private  entries. 
Tlua  is  indispensable ;  for  when  the  speculator 
is  ezdaded  only  from  private  entries,  but  per- 
mitted to  purchase  ot  pablio  auction,  he  would 
engross  nearlv  all  the  lands  offered  at  anj 
fauire  land  sales.   And  what  has  the  Qovem- 
meat  gained  hy  the  sales  of  its  lands  at  public 
nctton?   Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Up- 
on  comparing  the  official  records,  the  totel 
camber  of  acres  sold,  and  the  total  price  re- 
eeived,  the  following  have  been  the  residts  of 
the  anetion  sjrston:  From  the  1st  of  Jolf, 
IS20,  to  the  present  period,  we  have  received, 
from  aalea  of  the  pnolio  holds,  an  average  of 
three  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimam  price ; 
from  ITM  to  ItA  Jnlj,  1820,  nearly  three  cents 
per  acre  over  the  minimam  price ;  from  1796 
to  the  |>reeent  period,  three  cents  per  acre  over 
the  nainimmu  price ;  for  the  year  1885,  one 
cent  and  a  half  per  acre  ovw  the  minimum 
priee ;  for  the  year  1836,  less  than  one  cent  per 
acre  over  the  minimum  price.   Hence  it  is 
obvious  that  nothing  is  gained  by  the  Oovem- 
MCiif  by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

ICr.  W,  here  proceeded  to  explain  to  the  Sen- 
ate the  d^aib  of  Uie  bill ;  the  clause  confining 
the  Bales  to  settlers  or  cultivators ;  the  Hmita^ 
Htm  to  two  sections;  the  authority  to  parents 
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to  purchase  for  their  children,  with  a  view  to 
the  establishment  of  &rms;  the  pre-emption 
section ;  the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty- 
acre  lots ;  and,  finally,  tiie  taxing  power  con- 
ceded to  the  States,  by  which  they  might  raise 
a  revenue  from  nnoooupied  lands,  whetiier  hdd 
by  their  own  or  non-resident  Bpecnlators,  uid 
thus,  to  a  certun  extent,  repress  specdiation. 
And  Hr.  W.  concluded  by  retiirning  nis  thanks 
to  the  Senate  for  the  very  general  and  indulgent 
attention  with  which  they  had  received  his 
remarks. 


KoNBAT,  January  16. 
Mgnrnginff  Setolution. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  which  was  Mr.  Bbkton'b 
resolution  to  ezponge  from  the  joomal  of  the 
Senate  the  resolution  of  the  28th  Ukrch,  1884^ 
censuring  the  Prendent  for  having  removed  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cu.T  rose  and  said  that,  considering  that 
be  was  the  mover  of  the  resolution  of  March, 
18S4,  and  the  consequent  relation  in  which  he 
st*>d  to  the  m^jority  of  the  Senate  by  whose 
vote  it  was  adopted,  he  hod  felt  it  to  he  his 
daty  to  say  something  on  this  expunging  reso- 
lution ;  and  he  had  always  intended  to  do  so 
when  he  should  be  persuaded  that  there  existed 
a  settied  purpose  of  pressing  it  to  a  final  deci- 
sion. But  it  had  been  so  taken  np  and  put 
down  at  the  last  session — ^taken  up  one  day, 
when  a  speech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 
put  down  when  it  was  pronounced — t^  he 
had  really  doubted  whether  there  existed  aay 
serious  intaitiona  of  ever  putting  it  to  the  vote. 
At  the  very  close  of  the  last  session,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  resolution  came  op,  ai^  in 
several  quarters  of  the  Senate  a  disposition  was 
manifested  to  come  to  a  definitive  decision.  On 
that  occasion  be  bad  offered  to  waive  his  right 
to  address  the  Senate,  and  silentiy  to  vote  upon 
the  resolntion ;  bat  it  was  again  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  lud  there  forever,  as  the  country 
supposed,  and  as  he  believed.  It  is,  however, 
now  revived ;  and,  sundry  chan^  having 
taken  place  in  the  members  of  tms  body,  it 
would  seem  that  tiie  present  dengn  is  to  bring 
the  resolution  to  an  absolute  conclusion. 

I  have  not  risen,  (continued  Mr.  0.,)  to  repeat, 
at  full  length,  the  argnment  hy  whieh  the 
friends  ot  we  resolution  of  Mardi,  1884^  sus- 
tained it.  That  argument  Is  before  the  world, 
was  unanswered  at  the  time,  and  is  unanswer- 
able. And  I  here,  in  my  place,  in  the  presence 
of  my  country  and  of  my  God,  after  the  fullest 
consideration  and  deliberation  of  which  my 
mind  is  capable,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  every  proposition  contained  in 
that  resolution.  But,  whilst  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  commit  such  an  infiiction  upoa  tiie  Sen- 
ate as  that  would  be  of  retracing  the  whole 
ground  of  argument  formerly  ooonpied,  I  deure 
to  Ifi^  before  it,  at  this  time,  a  brief  and  true 
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state  of  the  case.  Before  the  &tal  step  is  taken 
crif  saving  to  tiie  ej^im^Dg  resolution  the  sanc- 
tion uf  the  American  Senate,  I  wish,  by  pre- 
senting a  faithfal  outline  of  the  real  qaestions 
inTcjved  in  the  resolntlon  of  1884,  to  make  a 
lost,  even  if  it  is  to  be  an  ineffectual,  appeal  to 
tiie  sober  jadgmeats  of  Senators.  I  b^in  hj 
reasserting  the  tmth  of  that  resolution. 

Our  British  ancestors  understood  perfeotlj 
well  the  immense  importance  of  the  money 
power  in  a  representative  Government.  It  is 
the  great  lever  by  which  the  crown  is  touched, 
and  made  to  conform  its  administration  to  the 
interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of  the 
people.  I>eprive  Faiiiuaent  <tf  the  power  of 
free^  aranaog  or  wititholding  snppUes,  and 
Rirrenaer  to  the  King  the  parse  of  the  nation, 
be  instantly  becomes  an  absolute  monarch. 
Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  government, 
dective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic, 
that  person  who  corpmands  the  force  of  the 
nation,  and  at  the  same  time  has  uncontrolled 
possession  of  the  parse  of  the  nation,  has  abso- 
lute power,  whatever  may  be  the  ofiScial  name 
by  which  he  is  called. 

Our  immediate  ancestors,  profiting  by  the 
lessons  on  civil  liberty  which  had  been  tan^t 
in  the  country  from  which  we  spruhg,  endeav- 
ored to  encircle  around  the  public  purse,  in  the 
hands  of*  Congress,  every  posmble  securify 
wainst  the  intrusion  of  the  IjoBontive.  With 
t£is  view,  Congress  alone  is  invested  by  the 
eonstitation,  with  the  power  to  lay  and  collect 
the  taxes.  When  collected,  not  a  cent  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  but  in  virtue 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among  t^e  first 
acts  of  this  Government  was  the  passage  of  a 
law  establishing  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
the  safe  keeping  and  the  legal  and  regular  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  so  collected.  By  that 
act  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasory  is  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Department ;  ana,  vuying  in  t^is 
respect  from  all  the  other  Departments,  he  is 
to  report,  not  to  Uie  President,  but  directly  to 
Congress,  and  is  liaUe  to  be  called  to  give  in- 
ibrmation  in  person  before  OongresB.  Uisim- 
possiUe  to  examine  ^pasdonately  tiiat  act, 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  tliat  he  Is 
emphatically  the  a^nt  of  Congress,  in  perform- 
ing the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress.  The  act  ftirther  provides  tiiat  a 
Treasurer  shall  be  appoioted,  to  receive  and 
keep  the  public  money ;  and  none  can  be  drawn 
firom  his  custody  but  under  the  anthority  of  a 
law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersipied  by 
the  Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  Register. 
Only  when  such  a  warrant  la  presented  can  the 
Treasurer  lawfiilly  pay  one  dollar  from  the 
public  purse.  Why  was  the  concnrrence  of 
these  four  officers  required  in  dbbnrsements  oC 
the  public  money?  Was  it  not  for  greater 
seoarity  ?  Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  ex- 
ercising a  separate  and  independent  will,  should 
be  a  dieck  upon  evcary  other?  Was  it  not  the 
ptirpow  ot  toe  law  to  txnnder  each  d  these 


four  offioers,  acting  in  bia  proper  sphertL  sot  u 
a  mere  antomaton,  but  as  an  mtelunbuu,  intel- 
ligent, and  responrible  person,  bonidtoobBerTe 
the  law,  and  to  stop  tiie  warrant,  or  stop  ti» 
money,  if  the  authority  of  the  law  were  wast- 
ing? 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  1816. 
During  that  long  time  no  President  had  ever 
attempted  to  interfere  with  the  custody  of  the 
public  purse.  It  remained  where  tiie  lav 
placed  it,  undisturbed,  and  every  Chief  Kt4is- 
trate,  iDcIndtng  the  Father  of  his  Ooontzy,  re- 
spected the  law. 

In  1616  an  act  passed  to  estabUdi  the  late  ' 
Bank  of  the  United  States  fbr  the  tern  of 
twenty  yean,  and,  by  the  16tb  section  of  the 
act,  it  »  aiaoted."tbat  tbe  depodts  d  the 
money  of  the  United  States,  in  places  in  wldch 
the  said  bank  and  the  branches  thereof  may  be 
established,  shall  he  made  in  sud  bank  or 
bruiches  tnereol^  unless  tbe  Secretary  <tf  the 
Treasury  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
direct ;  in  which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Congress, 
if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after  tbe 
commencement  of  the  next  sesmon,  tiie  reasons 
of  such  order  or  direction," 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifest,  from  tiie  expreai 
words  of  Ibe  law,  tiiat  the  power  to  make  sqj 
order  or  direction  for  the  removal  of  the  pubOo 
deports  is  ocmflded  to  the  Secretary  aloDe,  to 
tbe  absolnte  exdnrion  of  the  President,  and  d 
the  world  besides.  And  the  law,  proceeding 
upon  the  established  principle  tiist  the  Secre- 
ta^  c£  tile  Treasury,  in  ^1  that  concerns  the 
pnblio  purse,  acts  as  the  direot  agent  of  Oon- 
gress,  requires,  in  the  event  of  his  ordering  or 
directing  a  removal  of  the  deposits,  that  he 
shall  immediate  lay  his  reasons  therefor  be- 
fore whom?  The  Breddent?  Ko;  before 
Congress, 

So  stood  tbe  public  Treasury  and  the  public 
deposits  from  the  year  1816  to  September,  1888. 
In  all  that  period  of  seventeen  years,  ramdiig 
through  or  mto  four  several  administrati<Hi8  « 
the  Government,  the  law  had  its  nnintompted 
operation,  no  CHiief  Ufif^strate  having  assomed 
upon  himself  the  power  of  diverting  the  pub- 
lic pnrse  from  its  lawflal  custody,  or  of  snbsti- 
totmg  his  will  to  that  of  the  officer  to  whose 
care  it  was  exdnsively  intrusted. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1882-'8  an  in- 
quiry had  been  instituted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  into  the  condition  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  It  resulted  in  a  convic- 
tion of  its  entire  safety,  &  declaraticm  by 
the  House,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the 
a^onmment  of  Gon^rcBs,  on  the  4th  of  Harch, 
1838,  that  the  pubhc  deposits  were  perfectly 
secure.  This  declaration  was  probably  made 
in  consequence  of  soraidonB  Iben  afloat  oS  a 
deagn  on  the  part  ot  the  Executive  to  remove 
the  deposits,  lliese  aosidciais  wem  dented  by 
the  press  friendly  to  the  administration.  Kev* 
ertheless,  the  members  had  scaroely  reached 
their  re^eotive  homes  before  measores  were 
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tommenced  by  the  Exeontive  to  effect  a  remov- 
«1  of  the  deposits  from  that  very  place  of  safety 
wUch  it  was  among  the  last  acte  of  the  Ilonse 

to  ded&re  existed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 

Bttfes. 

In  prosecution  of  this  design,  Mr.  STcLane, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  was  decid- 
ed^ opposed  to  sQch  a  measure,  was  promoted 
to  tbe  Department  of  State,  and  Ur.  Duane 
ru  appointed  to  succeed  him.   But  Ur.  Da- 
me wu  equally  convinoed  wtUi  his  predeces- 
nr  that  he  was  forbidden  by  every  considera- 
(km  of  duty  to  execute  the  power  with  which 
tin  law  had  intrnsted  the  Secretary  of  the 
I^easory,  and  refused  to  remove  the  deposits ; 
vhereapcHi  he  was  dismissed  from  office,  a  new 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  ai^inted,  and, 
in  September,  I8SS,  by  the  command  of  the 
President,  the  measure  was  finally  accomplish- 
ed. That  it  was  the  President's  act  was  never 
denied,  bat  proclaimed,  boasted,  defended.  It 
fell  npon  the  country  like  a  thunderbolt,  agitat- 
ing the  TJnioii  from  one  extremity  to  the  other. 
The  stontest  adherents  of  the  administration 
were  alarmed ;  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blind- 
ed lij  party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold 
ind  dangerous  exercise  of  power;  and  do 
bmnan  sagacity  can  now  foresee  the  tremeu- 
dons  consequences  which  will  ensue.  The  meas- 
ure vas  adopted  not  long  before  Hie  approach- 
ing sesrion  of  Congress ;  and,  as  the  oononrrenoe 
of  both  branches  might  be  necessary  to  compel 
a  restoration  of  the  deposits,  the  object  was  to 
Uke  the  chance  of  a  possible  divbion  between 
tbem,  and  thereby  defeat  the  restoration. 

And  where  did  the  President  find  the  power 
fin*  this  most  extraordinary  act  ?  It  has  been 
Ken  that  the  constitution,  jealons  of  all  execa- 
tire  interference  with  the  Treasury  of  the  na- 
tion, has  confided  it  to  the  exclusive  care  of 
ConpeaB,  by  every  precantiouory  guard,  from 
tbe  fiist  imposition  of  the  taxes  to  the  final 
dtsiiiirsement  of  the  publio  money. 

It  has  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the 
lOth  section  of  the  law  of  1816  is  egress  and 
free  from  all  ambiguity,  and  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ia  the  sole  and  exclusive  de- 
{weitaiy  of  the  anthority  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  Uie  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent have  to  support  it  agdnst  ^e  positive 
Itn^oage  of  tbe  constitution,  against  the  ex- 
plicit words  of  the  statato,  and  agmnst  the 
genius  and  theory  of  all  our  institutions. 

And  how  do  they  sunflount  these  insuper- 
able obstacles  ?  By  a  series  of  far-fetched  im- 
I&ationa,  which,  if  every  one  of  them  were 
a  true  as  they  are  believed  to  be  incorrect  or 
perverted,  wonld  stop  fiu-  short  of  maintaudng 
thepower  Trfaieh  was  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  (tf 
fomssal,  which  is  cl^ed  for  the  Freddent 
Of  an  the  qaestioned  fwwers  ever  excerdsed 
1?  thii  Government,  this  is  the  most  question- 
■ble.  From  the  first  Congress  down  to  the 
premt  administration,  it  had  never  been  ex- 
■Dbied.  It  was  carried  then,  in  the  Senate,  by 
You  XHL — 8 


the  casting  vote  of  the  Vice  President  And 
those  who,  at  that  day,  argned  in  beh^  of  the 
power^  contended  for  it  upon  conditions  which 
have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  the  present 
Chief  Mapatrate.  The  power  of  dismissal  ia 
nowhere  in  the  constitution  granted,  in  express 
terms,  to  the  President.  It  is  not  a  necessary 
incident  to  any  granted  power;  and  the  friends 
of  the  power  have  never  been  able  to  agree 
among  themselves  as  to  the  precise  part  of  the 
constitution  from  which  it  springs. 

But  if  the  power  of  dismissal  was  as  inoon* 
testable  as  it  is  just^  controvertible,  we  utterly 
deny  the  consequences  deduced  from  it  Vie 
ar^ment  is,  that  the  President  has,  by  impli- 
cation, the  power  of  dismissal.  From  tl^s -first 
implication  another  is  drawn;  and  that  is^ 
that  the  President  has  the  ^wer  to  control  the 
officer,  whom  he  may  dismiss,  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  in  all  cases  whatever;  and  that 
this  power  of  control  is  so  coropreheufflve  as  to 
include  even  the  case  of  a  specific  duty  express- 
ly assigned  by  law  to  the  designated  officer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiss- 
ing power.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  draw 
after  it  only  a  ri^ht  of  general  superintendence. 
It  cannot  authorize  the  President  to  substitute 
his  will  to  tlie  wiQ  of  the  officer  chanced  with 
the  performance  of  official  duties.  Above  all, 
it  cannot  Justify  such  a  substitution  In  a  case 
where  the  law,  as  in  Ihe  present  instance,  as- 
signs to  a  designated  officer  exclusively  the  - 
performance  of  a  particular  duty,  and  com- 
mands him  to  report,  not  to  the  I^sident,  but 
to  Congress,  in  a  case  regarding  the  public  purse 
of  the  na^n,  committed  to  ue  exclusive  con- 
trol of  Congress. 

Such  a  consequence  as  that  which  I  am 
contesting  would  concentrate  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  the  entire  executive  power  of  the  na- 
tion, uncontrolled  and  unchecked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  official 
responsibility.  Instead  of  each  officer  b^iw 
responsible,  in  his  own  separate  sphere,  for  his 
official  acts,  he  would  shelter  himself  behind 
the  orders  of  the  Preddent  And  what  tribu- 
nal, in  heaven  above  or  on  eulh  below,  could 
render  Judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act, 
however  atrocious,  performed  b^  the  express 
command  of  the  I^eEndeot,  which,  according 
to  the  argument,  he  was  absolutely  bound  to 
obey! 

"Whilst  all  official  responsibility  would  be  ut- 
terly annihilated  in  subordinate  officers,  there 
would  be  no  practical  or  available  responsibili- 
ty in  tbe  President  himself. 

But  the  case  has  been  supposed,  of  a  neoes- 
vitf  for  the  removal  (tf  the  deposits,  and  a 
renual  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
move them ;  and  it  is  triomphantiy  asked  il^ 
in  such  a  case,  tiie  Premdent  may  not  ranove 
Mm,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  done.  That 
is  an  extreme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  an- 
other. Suppose  the  President,  without  any 
necessity,  orders  the  removal  from  a  place  of 
safety  to  aplace  of  hazard?  If  there  be  dan- 
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per  &at  a  Secretary  may  n^eot  his  dn^,  there 
IS  equal  danger  that  a  Frendent  may  abuse  his 
anthoiity.  InfaJUbility  is  not  a  human*  attri- 
bute. And  there  is  more  security  for  the  public 
in  holding  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
strict  performance  of  an  official  duty,  speciaJIy 
assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official  responsi- 
bility, than  to  dlow  the  President  to  wrest  the 
work  from  Iiis  hands,  annihilate  his  responsi- 
bility, and  stand  himself  practically  irresponsi- 
ble. Jt  is  far  better  that  millions  should  be  lost 
by  the  neglect  of  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that 
all  the  checks  and  balances  of  the  Ezeontive 
Government  shall  be  broken  down,  the  wh<^ 
power  Absorbed  by  one  nan,  and  his  win  be- 
come the  su]>reme  rale.  The  aiKomait  whidi 
I  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treasury  of 
the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.  It 
is  in  rain  to  talk  of  appropriations  by  law,  and 
the  formalities  of  warrants  upon  the  Treasury. 
Assuming  the  at^:oment  to  be  correct,  what  is 
to  prevent  the  execution  of  an  order  from  the 
President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
iMue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  a  pre- 
vious legal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to 
countersign  it,  to  the  Ke^ster  to  register  it,  and 
to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  it  ?  "What  becomes  of 
that  qoadmple  eecority  which  the  precaution 
of  the  law  provided  ?  Instead  of  four  substan- 
tive and  independent  wills,  acting  under  le^ 
obligations,  all  are  merged  in  uie  execntive 
Tortex. 

Bat  there  was,  in  point  of  &ot,  no  cause, 
none  whatever,  for  the  measure.  Every  fiscal 
oonsideration  (and  no  other  had  the^ecretary 
or  the  President  a  right  to  entertun)  required 
the  deposits  to  be  left  undisturbed  in  the  place 
of  perfect  safety  where  by  lav  they  were.  We 
told  you  so  at  the  time.  We  asserted  that  the 
charges  of  insecurity  and  insolvency  of  the 
bank  were  without  the  slightest  foundation. 
And  time,  that  great  arbiter  of  human  coa- 
troversiea,  has  confirmed  all  that  we  said. 
The  bank,  from  documents  submitted  to  Con- 
gress by  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the 
present  session,  appears  to  be  able  not  only  to 
return  every  dollar  of  the  stodc  hdd  in  its 
capital  by  the  public,  bat  an  addition  of  eleven 
per  cent,  beyond  it. 

Those  who  defend  the  executive  act  have  to 
muntain  not  only  that  the  President  may  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  discharge  of  a  duty  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
but  that  he  may  remove  that  officer,  arbitrarily, 
and  without  any  cause,  becaase  he  refused  to 
remove  the  public  deposits  without  cause. 

My  mind  conducts  me  to  a  totally  different 
Gondnsiou.  I  think,  I  solemnly  believe,  that 
the  Preddent "  assumed  upon  himself  authority 
and  power  not  conferred  by  liie  constitntion 
and  laws,  bat  in  denmstioa  of  both,"  in  the 
language  of  the  resolaw)n.  I  believed  then  in 
the  troth  of  the  resolution;  and  I  now.  In  my 
^aee^  and  under  all  my  re^ioni^bility,  reavow 
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my  unshaken  oonviction  of  it.  But  it  has  been 
contended  on  this  ocranon,  as  it  was  in  the  de- 
bate which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  reeo* 
lution  of  1834,  that  the  Senate  has  no  ri^tto 
express  the  truth  on  any  question  which,  by 
possibility,  may  become  a  subject  of  impeadi- 
ment  It  is  manifest  that  if  it  may,  there  is  no 
more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in  which  it  may  , 
be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  Joint  or  sepa- 
rate, orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the 
collective  sense  of  the  body  be  expressed.  Bot 
Senators  maint^  that  do  matter  what  m.j  be 
the  executive  encroachment  upon  the  jmnt 
powers  of  the  two  Honses,  or  the  separate  an- 
thority  of  the  Senate,  it  is  bonnd  to  stand  mote, 
and  not  breathe  one  word  of  compl^t  or  re- 
monstranoe.  According  to  the  argmnent,  the 
greater  the  violation  of  the  constitution  or  the 
law,  the  greater  the  incompetency  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  express  any  opinion  upon  it  I  Fur^er, 
that  this  incompeteucy  is  not  confined  to  the 
acts  of  the  President  only,  but  extends  to  those 
of  every  officer  who  is  liable  to  impeachment 
under  tiie  constitution.  Is  this  possible?  Can 
it  be  tme  ?  Contrary  to  all  the  laws  of  nstore^ 
is  the  Senate  the  only  being  which  has  no  power 
of  self-preservation — no  right  to  compliun  or  to 
remonstrate  against  attacks  upon  its  very  exist- 
ence I 

The  argument  is,  that  the  Senate,  being  the 
constitutional  tribunal  to  by  all  impeachments, 
is  thereby  precluded  from  the  exercase  of  the 
right  to  express  any  opinion  upon  any  official 
malfeasance  exc^t  when  acting  in  its  jadi<^ 
character. 

If  this  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all 
impeachable  officers,  and  onght  to  have  pro- 
tected the  late  Postmaster  General  against  the 
resolution,  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate, declaring  that  he  had  borrowed  money  con- 
trary to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Senate 
from  considering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
formed  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deliber- 
ations daring  the  present  sesnon. 

And  how  do  Senators  mainfaun  this  obliga- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  remain  anient  and  bdiold 
itself  stript,  one  by  one,  of  all  its  constitationu  . 
powers,  without  reostance,  and  -without  mnr- 
mur  I  Is  it  iiiip(»ed  by  the  langaage  of  the 
constitution  f  Has  any  part  of  that  instnunent 
been  pointed  to  which  expressly  enjoins  it! 
No,  no,  not  a  syllable.  But  it  is  attempted  to 
be  deduced  by  another  far-fttched  implicaticm. 
Becaase  the  Senate  is  the  body  which  is  to  try 
impeachments,  therefore  it  is  inferred  the  Sen- 
ate can  express  no  opinion  on  any  matter  wMch 
may  form  the  sulgect  of  impeachment.  The 
constitution  does  not  say  so.  That  is  undtenia^ 
ble^  but  Senators  think  so. 

The  Senate  acts  in  three  characters — ^legjalar 
tiVe,  execotive,  and  judidal— and  their  import- 
anoe  is  in  the  order  enumerated.  By  far  the 
most  important  the  three  is  its  legislative. 
In  thatL  almost  everyday  that  it  has  been  in 
aesnra  maa  1789  to  the  present  time,  stHne  leg* 
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illative  business  has  been  transacted ;  whilst,  in 
its  jadicial  character,  it  has  not  sit  more  than 
tiiree  or  fonr  times  in  that  whole  period. 

Wl^  should  the  judicial  fonction  limit  and 
R^Tsm  the  legisl^Td  ftanctioniof  the  Senate, 
more  than  tBe  legislative  ^oold  the  judicial  f 
It  tbe  degree  of  importance  of  the  two  shonid 
decide  which  onght  to  impose  the  restraint,  in 
ease  of  conffict  between  uiem,  none  can  donbt 
wluch  it  sboold  he. 

But  if  the  argnment  is  sonnd,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible for  the  Senate  to  perform  its  legislative 
Miesl   An  act  in  violation  of  the  constitation 
or  laws  is  committed  by  the  President,  or  a  snb- 
OTdinate  execntive  officer,  and  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  correct  it  by  the  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  question  was 
imder  a  law  to  which  the  Senate  had  given  its 
ooncorrence.   According  to  the  argument,  the 
eorreetii^  law  cannot  originate  in  the  Senate, 
beeaose  it  would  have  to  pass  in  judgment  upon 
that  act  Kay,  more ;  it  cannot  originate  in 
the  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  fbr  the 
same  reason  of  incompetency  in  the  Senate  to 
pass  upon  it  Suppose  the  bill  contained  a  pre- 
amble reciting  the  unconstitntionol  or  illegal 
act,  to  which  the  l^slative  corrective  is  ap- 
plied; according  to  Uie  argument,  the  Senate 
mast  not  think  of  passing  it.   Poshed  to  its 
legitimate  consequence,  the  argument  requires 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  itself  cautiously 
to  abst^  from  the  expression  of  any  opinion 
upon  an  execntive  act,  except  when  it  is  acting 
■s  the  gnmd  ini^eat  of  the  nation,  and  conud- 
ering  articles  of  impeadiment. 

Aamming  that  the  argument  is  well  founded, 
die  Senate  is  equally  resbidned  from  rapr^ug 
any  opinion  which  woold  imply  the  innoGence 
or  Ihe  guilt  of  an  impeachable  officer,  uidess  it 
be  maintained  that  it  Is  lawful  to  express  priuse 
and  approbation,  but  not  censure  or  difference 
of  opmion.  Instances  have  occurred  in  our 
past  history,  (the  case  of  the  British  minister, 
Jackson,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many 
others  may  arise  in  our  future  progress,  when, 
in  reference  to  foreign  powers,  it  may  be  im- 
portant fbr  Congress  to  approve  what  has  been 
done  by  tlie  Executive,  to  present  a  firm  and 
united  front,  and  to  ple^e  the  country  to  stand 
by  and  support  him.  May  it  not  do  that  t  If 
Uie  Senate  dare  not  oitertain  and  express  any 

rion  upon  an  e:rooutlve  measure,  how  do 
e  who  support  this  ezpnnging  resolution 
justify  the  acquittal  of  the  President  which  it 
procUims! 

2fo  Senator  believed,  in  1884,  that,  whether 
the  Pre^deat  .jnerited  impeachment  or  not,  he 
ever  wonlertw  impeached.  In  point  of  fact  he 
has  not  been,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  never  will  be,  impeached.  Was 
the  minority  of  the  Senate,  in  a  case  where  it 
beBeved  the  coastitution  and  laws  to  have  been 
violated,  and  the  libertiea  of  the  people  to  be 
endangered,  to  remun  silent,  and  to  refrain 
from  prodidming  the  truth,  because,  against  all 
haman  protmhillty,  the  Fnsident  might  he  im- 
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peached  by  a  majority  of  his  political  friends  in 
the  House  of  Representatives? 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  Uiere  is  noth- 
ing in  the  constitation  which  eqjdns  faience  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  In  sndb  a  case,  it  would 
have  been  a  matter  of  propriety,  for  the  consid- 
eratiou  of  each  Senator,  to  avoid  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upon  which,  as  ft 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  callwl  to  act. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  question  on 
the  supposition  that  the  resolution  of  Karch, 
1834,  implied  such  guilt  in  the  President  that 
he  would  have  been  liable  to  conviction  on  a 
trial  by  impeachment  before  the  Senate  of  tiie 
United  States.   But  the  resolution,  in  fact,  im- 

Eorted  no  such  guilt.  It  simply  affirmed  that 
e  had  "  assumed  upon  himself  authority  and 

Eower  not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and 
iws,  but  in  derogati(ni  of  both."  It  imputed 
no  otimlnal  motives.  It  did  not  pro&ss  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  heart  of  the  Frendent.  Accord- 
ing to  the  phraseology  of  the  resolution,  tbe 
exceptionable  act  might  have  been  performed 
with  tbe  purest  and  most  patriotic  intontion. 
The  resolution  neither  affirmed  his  innocence, 
nor  pronounced  his  ^ilt  It  amounts,  then, 
says  his  friends  on  this  floor,  to  nothing.  Not 
80.  If  the  constitution  be  trampled  upon,  and 
the  laws  be  violated,  the  ii^ury  may  be  equally 
great,  whether  it  has  been  done  with  good  or 
bad  intentions.  There  may  be  a  diflference  to 
the  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  country, 
as  oil  experience  demonstrates,  has  most  reason 
to  ^prenend  those  encroachments  which  take 
place  on  pUunUe  pretexts,  and  with  good  in- 
tentions. 

I  put  it,  Hr.  Preadent,  to  the  calm  and  de- 
liberate consideration  of  the  majority  of  the 
Senate,  are  you  ready  to  pronounce,  in  the  face 
of  this  enlightened  community,  for  all  time  to 
come,  and  whoever  may  happen  to  be  the  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  dare  not,  in  language  the 
most  inoffensive  and  respectful,  remonstrate 
against  any  executive  usurpation,  whatever  may 
be  its  degree  or  danger  ? 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot  I  believe  the 
resolution  of  March,  1884,  to  have  been  true; 
and  that  it  was  competent  to  the  Senate  to  pro- 
claim the  truth.  And  I  sol^nly  believe  that 
the  Senate  would  hare  been  onlpably  neglect- 
Ail  of  its  duty  to  itself  to  the  omstitution,  and 
to  the  oountoy,  if  it  had  not  annonnoed  the 
truth. 

But  let  me  suppose  that  in  all  this  I  am  mis- 
taken ;  that  the  act  of  the  President,  to  which 
exception  was  made,  was  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  of  our  free  institutions  and  the  lan- 
guage of  onr  constitntiou  and  laws ;  and  that 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1884  had 
no  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  it :  what 
right  has  the  Senate  of  1837,  a  component  part 
of  another  Congress,  to  pronounce  judgment 
up<fa  its  predecessor  ?  How  can  you,  who  ven- 
ture to  impute'  to  those  who  have  gone  before 
you  aa.  uncwstatudonal  prooeedhig,  efeape  ft 
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^milar  impntaUcmf  "Wliat  part  of  the  consti- 
tution commanioatea  to  yon  any  anthority  to 
arraign  and  try  your  predecessors?  In  what 
article  is  contained  your  power  to  expunge 
what  they  have  done  ?  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  code  of  defacement 
and  restoration  of  the  transactions  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  consigned  to  the  public  records  ? 

Are  you  not  only  destitute  of  all  authority, 
but  positively  forbidden,  to  do  what  the  er- 
punffing  resolution  proposes?  The  iqjunction 
of  the  conatitiitibn  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  pro- 
ceecUngs  is  clear,  express,  and  emphaUc  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguity ;  no  sophistiy  can  per- 
vert the  explicit  l^guage  of  the  InBtnimenl  no 
artful  device  can  elude  the  force  of  the  obliga- 
tion Thioh  it  imposes.  If  it  were  fHwsible  to 
make  more  manifest  the  duty  which  it  requires 
to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  at  the  last  session,  of  the 
Senators  from  Yirginia  and  Louisiana,  (Messrs. 
Lkgh  and  Poetke,)  and  at  this  of  my  colleague. 
I  shall  not  repeat  the  argument.  But,  I  would 
ask,  if  there  were  no  constitutional  reqnirement 
to  keep  ajonmal,  what  constitutional  right  has 
the  Senate  of  this  Oongress  to  pass  in  Judgment 
upon  the  Senate  of  another  Oocgress,  and  to 
expnnge  from  its  jonmal  a  deliberate  act  there 
recorded  t  Oan  an  nncoostitutional  act  of  that 
Senate,  supposing  it  to  be  so,  justify  you  in  per- 
forming another  unconstitational  act  ? 

Bnt  in  Hett  of  any  argnment  upon  the  point 
from  me,  I  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  oonddero- 
tion  of  the  Senate  two  precedents:  one  drawn 
from  the  reign  of  the  most  despotic  monarch  in 
modem  Europe,  nnder  the  most  despotic  min- 
ister that  ever  bore  sway  over  any  people,  and 
tiie  other  frum  the  purest  fountdn  of  democracy 
in  this  country.  I  quote  from  the  interesting 
life  of  the  Oardmal  Richelieu,  written  by  that 
most  admirable  and  popular  author,  Ur.  James. . 
The  Duke  of  Orleans,  the  brother  of  Louis  ZIII., 
had  been  goaded  into  rebellion  by  the  wary 
Biohelien.  The  king  issued  a  decree  declaring 
all  the  supporters  of  the  dnke  guilty  of  high 
treason,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the 
FarUament  of  Paris,  with  an  order  to  register 
it  at  once.  The  parliament  demurred,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  what  was  called  un  arrit  de  partage, 
"  Richelieu,  however,  could  bear  no  contradic- 
tion in  the  course  which  he  had  laid  down  for 
himself; "  fHow  strong  a  resemblance  does  that 
feature  of  bis  character  bear  to  one  of  an  illus- 
trious individual  whom  I  will  not  further  de- 
scribe !]  *'  and  hurrying  back  to  Paris  with  the 
King,  he  sent,  in  the  monarch's  name,  a  com- 
mand for  the  members  of  the  Parliament  to 
present  themselves  at  the  Louvre,  in  a  body 
and  on  foot.  He  was  obeyed  immediately;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  greid:  hanghti- 
ness,  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  them  a 
speech  in  which  he  declared  that  they  had  no 
anthority  to  deliberate  upon  affairs  of  state; 
that  the  business  of  private  individnals  tiley 
might  disonss,  bnt  that  the  will  of  the  monarch 
In  othdf  matters  they  were  alone  called  upon 
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to  roister.  The  King  then  tore  with  his  owa 
hands  the  page  of  the  raster  on  whi*^  the 
arrit  de  partags  had  been  inscribed,  and  pun- 
ished with  suspension  Arom  their  fbuotiona  sev- 
eral of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing the  parliament  of  Paris."  How  repeated 
acts  of  the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  are 
likely  to  subdue  the  spirit  of  liberty,  and  to 
render  caUous  the  public  sensibility  and  tbe 
fate  which  awaits  us,  if  we  had  not  been  re- 
cently unhappily  taught  in  this  cotmtry,  we 
m^  learn  from  the  same  author.  "The 
finances  of  the  State  were  exhausted,  new  iin- 
positicms  were  devised,  and  a  number  of  new 
offices  created  and  sold.  Ag^nst  tbe  last- 
named  abase  the  Parliament  ventured  to  re- 
monstrate; but  the  Government  of  theCarai- 
nal  had  for  its  first  principle  despotism,  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with 
exile,  some  with  suspension  of  their  fnnotioni. 
All  were  forced  to  comply  with  his  will;  and 
the-  Parliament,  unable  to  resist,  yielded,  st^ 
by  step,  to  his  exactions." 

The  other  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  ar- 
chives of  the  democracy  of  Pennsylvania  in 
1816,  when  it  was  genuine  and  unmixed  vith 
any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  fiie 
United  States  and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  r^ard 
to  the  obligation  to  keep  a  jonmal,  are  substan- 
tially tbe  same.   That  of  the  United  States  re- 
quires that  "each  House  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  pob- 
lish  the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  in  their 
judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  House  on  any 
question  shall,  at  the  desire  of  one-fifth  of  the 
members  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal." 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  "  each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  publish 
them  weekly,  except  such  parts  as  require  se- 
crecy; and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  dedre  of  any  two 
of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals."  What- 
ever inviolability,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a 
journal,  kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  con- 
stitution, must  be  eqnally  stamped  on  that 
kept  under  the  other.   On  the  10th  February, 
1816,  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, "the  Speaker  informed  the  House 
that  a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in 
a  decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to 
expunge  certain  proceedings  from  the  journal, 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the 
House  on  that  decision,  viz:  that  a  m^ority 
can  expunge  from  the  jonmal  any  proceedings 
in  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  call- 
ed."  Whereupon  Mr.  Holgate  aa#Mr.  Smith 
appealed  from  said  decision ;  and  on  the  gnes- 
tion,  Is  the  Speaker  right  in  his  dedsion  f  the 
members  present  voted  as  fli^owa :  yeas  three, 
nays  seventy-eight  Among  the  Is^r  are  to 
bo  fbund  the  two  Senators  now  representing  in 
this  body  the  State  of  Penn^lTanta.   On  the 
same  day  a  motion  was  made  bj  cme  of  them 
C&Cr.  BuoHABijr)  and  Ur.  KeSJy,  and  read,  as 
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ibUoTs:  Sewhed,  That  in  the  opiDion  of  this 
Boose  no  part  of  the  jonm^  of  the  Hoose  can 
be  expnnged,  even  hj  nnanimooa  consent.^* 

The  Senate  observes  that  the  question  arose 
in  a  case  where  the  yeas  and  nays  had  not  been 
ealled.  Even  in  snch  a  case  there  were  bat 
four  membera  out  al  toAtj-two  that  thonght  it 
was  oompetent  to  the  House  to  ezpnnge.  Had 
the  yen  and  mm  been  called  ana  recorded,  as 
they  were  on  Ae  rewdntion  of  lilarch,  1884, 
there  wonld  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in 
tin  Hoose  of  BepresentatiTes  of  Penn^lvania 
in  support  of  the  power  of  ennnging.  And  if 
yoa  can  ezponge  the  resolatioa,  why  may  yon 
not  expnnge  aJso  the  recorded  yeas  and  nays 
attached  to  it! 

Bat  if  the  matter  of  ezpnncUon  be  contrary 
to  the  tmth  of  the  case,  reproaohfal  for  its  base 
sobeerriency,  derwatory  from  the  jast  and  ne- 
cessary powers  of  the  Senate,  and  repugnant  to 
the  £)oiUiUtati(m  of  the  Uniteil  States,  uiq  man- 
ner in  whidi  it  is  proposed  to  aecompliBh  this 
dark  deed  is  also  highly  ezoeptionable.  The 
eipgiipng  resolotioQ,  which  is  to  Uot  out  or 
enshrood  flie  four  or  five  lines  In  which  the 
resohidon  of  1834  stands  recorded,  or  rather 
the  recitals  by  which  it  is  preceded,  are  spun 
oat  into  a  thread  of  enonnous  length.  '  It  rans, 
whereas,  and  whereas,  and  whereas,  and  wlffie- 
a&  and  whereas,  &c.,  into  a  formidable  array 
of  nine  several  whereases.  One  who  should 
have  the  courage  to  be^  to  read  them,  una- 
ware of  what  was  to  be  their  determination, 
Toold  think  that  at  tlie  end  of  such  a  tremen- 
dous di^tay  he  must  find  the  very  devil.  It  is 
^  a  kite  or  a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of 
nature  is  inverted,  and  the  tail,  instead  of  being 
behind,  is  before  the  body  to  which  it  is  ap- 
pended. 

I  shall  not  trespass  on  fhe  Senate  by  inguir- 
iiir  into  the  truth  of  all  the  assertions  of  fact 
and  of  principle  contained  in  these  recitals.  It 
would  not  be  difficult  to  expose  them  all,  and 
to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has  more  than  a 
colorable  foundation.   It  is  asserted  by  one  of 
them  that  the  President  was  put  upon  his  trial, 
and  ocmdemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in 
1834.   Was  that  true?   Was  it  atrial?  Can 
the  majority  liow  assert,  upon  their  oaths, 
and  in  their  consciences,  that  there  was  any 
trial  or  condemnation  t  During  the  warmth  of 
debate,  Senators  might  endeavor  to  persuade 
thcansetves  and  the  publio  ^at  the  proceeding 
ot  1834  wao^  in  its  ^ects  and  conseqaences,  a 
trial,  and  would  be  a  c<mdMnnation  of  the  Pres- 
ident ;  but  now,  after  the  lapse  of  near  three 
years,  when  the  ezdtement  ari^g  from  an 
ammAted  ^scussion  bos  passed  away,  it  is 
OurveJloas  that  any  one  should  be  prepared  to 
nti't  that  an  expression  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  npon  the  character  of  an  executive  act 
vaa  an  atraignment,  trial,  and  conviction,  of 
the  Fnaident  of  the  United  States  I 

Another  fitct,  asserted  in  one  of  tl^se  recitals, 
is»  tfast  the  resolution  of  1634,  in  either  of  the 
fenos  ia  which  it  was  oi^;inaIly  prmented  or 
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subsequently  modified,  prior  to  the  final  shape 
which  it  assumed  when  adopted,  would  have 
been  rejected  by  a  minority  of  the  Senate. 
What  evidence  is  there  in  support  of  this  asser- 
tion? None.  It  is,  I  verily  believe,  directly 
contrary  to  the  £act.  In  either  of  the  modifica- 
tions of  the  resolution  I  have  not  a  doubt  that 
it  wonld  have  passed  I  They  were  aU  made  in 
that  B[nrit  of  acconmiodation  l^^  which  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  has  ever  regulated  his 
conduct  as  a  member  of  a  deliberative  body. 
In  not  one  single  instance  ^d  he  understand 
from  any  Senator  at  whose  request  he  made  the 
modification  that  without  it  he  wonld  vote 
against  the  resolution.  How,  then,  can  even 
the  Senators  who  were  of  the  minority  of  18S4 
undertake  to  make  the  assertion  in  question? 
How  can  the  new  Senators,  who  have  come 
here  eince,  pledge  themselves  to  the  ^t  asserted 
in  the  recital  of  which  they  could  not  have  had 
any  conusance !  But  all  the  members  of  the 
m^ority — the  veterans  and  the  raw  recruits — 
the  six  years'  men  and  the  six  weeks'  mfen— 
are  required  to  concur  in  this  most  unfounded 
assertion,  as  I  believe  it  to  be.  I  submit  it  to 
one  of  the  latter  (looking  towards  Mr.  Dana, 
from  Midne,  here  by  a  temporary  appointment 
from  the  Executive^  whether,  instead  of  inun- 
dating the  Senate  with  a  torrent  of  folsome  and 
revolting  adulation  poured  on  the  President,  it 
wonld  not  be  wiser  and  more  patriotic  to  illds- 
trate  the  brief  period  of  his  senatorial  existence 
by  some  great  measure-  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  the  whole  Union !  Or,  if  be  will  not 
or  cannot  elevate  himself  to  a  view  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  entire  country,  whether  he  had  not 
better  dedicate  bis  time  to  an  investigation  into 
the  causes  of  an  alien  jurisdiction  being  still 
exraciaed  over  a  large  part  of  the  territwy  of 
the  State  which  he  remeeentsT  And  why  the 
American  carrying  trade  to  the  British  coloi^es, 
in  which  bis  State  was  so  deeply  interested,  has 
been  lost  by  ft  most  improvident  and  bungling 
arrangement  t  • 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  expui^ing  resolution? 
What  new  honor  or  fresh  laurds  will  it  win  for 
onr  common  country !  Is  the  power  of  the  Sen- 
ate so  vast  that  it  ought  be  circumscribed,  and 
that  of  the  President  so  restricted  that  it  ought 
to  he  extended  ?  What  power  has  the  Senate  ? 
None,  separately.  It  can  onl^  act  jointiy  with 
the  other  House,  or  jointiy  with  the  Executive. 
And  althoogh  the  theory  of  the  constitution 
supposes,  when  consulted  by  him,  it  may  freely 
^ve  an  affirmative  or  negative  refuse,  accord- 
ing to  the  practice,  as  it  now  exists,  it  has  lost 
the  faculty  of  pronouncing  the  negative  mono* 
syUable.  When  the  Senate  expresses  its  delib- 
erate judgment,  in  the  form  of  resolution,  that 
resolution  has  no  compulsory  force,  but  appeals 
only  to  the  dispassionate  intelligence,  the  calm 
reason,  and  the  sober  judgment,  of  the  commu- 
nity.   The  Senate  has  no  army,  no  navy,  no 

Eatronage,  no  lucrative  offices,  nor  ^ttering 
onors,  to  bestow.   Around  us  there  is  no 
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swann  of  greedy  expectants,  readerine  ns  hom- 
age, anticipating  oor  wishes;  and  reaaj  to  exe- 
cute onr  commands. 

How  is  it  with  the  President  f  Is  he  power- 
less! He  is  felt  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other  of  this  vast  repnUic  By  means  of  prin- 
ciples which  he  has  introduced,  and  innova- 
tions which  he  has  made  in  oar  institntions, 
alas]  bnt  too  maoh  countenanced  by  Oongress 
and  a  confiding  people,  he  exercises  nncon- 
trolled  the  power  of  the  8tate.  In  one  band  he 
holds  the  purse,  and  in  the  otber  brandishes  the 
sword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of  dependants 
and  partisans,  scattered  over  the  land,  ore  ever 
ready  to  sing  hosannas  to  blin,  and  to  land  to 
the  skies  whatever  be  does.  He  has  swept  over 
the  Government,  during  the  last  eigbt  years, 
like  a  tropical  tornado.  Every  department  ex- 
hibits traces  of  the  ravages  of  the  storm.  Take 
as  one  example  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Ko  institution  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  the  people,  with  Congress^  and  with  State 
Legislatures.  Kohe  ever  betto*  fulfilled  the 
great  parpwes  of  its  establishment  But  it  un- 
fortunately incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Ptm- 
ident ;  he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies  prostrate. 
And  those  who  were  loudest  in  its  priuse  are 
now  loodest  in  its  condemnation.  What  object 
of  his  ambition  is  unsatisfied  ?  When  disabled 
from  age  any  longer  to  bold  the  sceptre  of 
power,  ne  designates  his  successor,  and  trans- 
mits it  to  his  favorite  1  What  more  does  he 
want!  Must  we  blot,  deface,  and  mutilate  the 
records  of  the  countiy,  to  punish  the  presmnp- 
tuonsness  of  expressing  an  opinion  contrary  to 
his  own  t 

What  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunf^g  resolution  t  Can  yon  make 
that  not  to  be  whidi  has  been  ?  Can  you  erad- 
icate from  memory  and  from  histon^  the  fact 
-that  in  March,  1884,  a  minority  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  passed  the  resolution  which 
excites  your  enmity  t  Is  it  your  vain  and 
wicked  object  to  arrc^to  to  yonrselves  that 

Sower  of  annihilating  the  past  which  has  been 
enied  to  Omnipotence  itself?  Do  yon  intend 
to  thrust  your  hands  into  onr  hearts,  and  to 
pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  convictions  which 
are  there  ?  Or  is  it  your  design  merely  to  stig- 
matize us  ?   Yon  cannot  stigmatize  us. 

Nft'ar  yot  dtdlHH  dUKnoT  blur  our  name. 

Standing  seourelr  npon  our  conscious  recti- 
tude, and  bearing  uoft  the  shield  of  the  consti- 
tution of  our  country,  your  puny  efforts  are 
impotent;  and  we  defy  all  yonr  power.  Put 
the  minority  of  1834  in  one  scale,  and  that  by 
which  wis  expunging  resolution  is  to  be  carried 
in  the  other,  and  let  truth  and  justice,  in  heaven 
above  and  on  earth  below,  and  liberty  and  pa- 
triotism, decide  the  preponderance. 

What  patriotic  pnrp(»e  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Is  it  to  appease 
the  wrath  and  to  heal  the  wounded  pride  of  the 
Chief  Ma^tratol  If  be  be  really  the  hero 
that  his  meodt  represent  him,  he  most  despise 
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all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling  syco- 
phancy, all  self-degrndation  and  self-ab^ement. 
Be  would  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  as 
unworthy  of  his  fame,  yonr  black  scratches  and 
yonr  baby  lines  in  the  fair  records  of  his  coun- 
try. Black  lines!  Black  lines  I  Sir,  I  hope 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  preserve  the 
pen  with  which  he  may  inscribe  them,  snd  pre- 
sent it  to  that  Senator  of  the  nuyorit^  whom 
he  may  select,  as  a  proud  tro||iy,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  his  descendants.  Aa&  hereafter, 
when  we  shall  lose  the  forms  of  our  free  insti- 
tutions, all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some  fatnie 
American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to  those  by 
whose  means  he  has  been  enabled,  npon  the 
mins  of  civil  liberty,  to  erect  a  throne,  and  to 
oommemorate  especially  this  expunging  resola- 
tion,  may  institute  a  new  order  <^  knighthood, 
and  confer  on  it  the  apprc^uiate  name  of  the 
Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

Bat  why  should  I  det^  the  Senate,  orneedr 
lessly  waste  my  breath  in  frnitiess  exertions. 
The  decree  has  gcme  forth.  It  is  one  of  unen^, 
too.  The  deed  is  to  he  done— that  foul  deed 
which,  like  the  blood-stained  hands  of  the  goilty 
Kaobetb,  all  ocean's  waters  will  never  wa^ 
oat   Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work  wliich 
li^i)efore  you,  and,  like  other  skilful  execn- 
tiOTbrs,  do  it  quickly.   And  when  you  Lave 
perpetrated  it,  ^  home  to  the  i>eople,  and  tdl 
them  what  glorious  honors  you  have  achieved 
for  oar  common  country.    Tell  them  that  yon 
have  extinguished  one  of  tiie  brightest  and  purest 
lights  that  ever  burnt  at  the  dtar  of  civil  Ub- 
erty.   Tell  them  that  you  have  silenced  one  of 
the  noblest  batteries  that  ever  thundered  in  de- 
fence of  the  constitution,  and  bravely  spiked 
the  oaonoD.  Tell  them  thi^  henceforwara,  no 
matter  what  daring  or  outrageous  act  any  Fred- 
dent  may  perform,  you  have  forever  hermeti- 
cally sealed  the  month  of  the  Senate.  TeQ 
them  that  he  mi^  fearlessly  assume  what  powers 
he  pleases,  snatch  from  its  lawfol  custody  the 
public  puree,  command  a  military  detachment 
to  enter  the  halls  of  the  Capitol,  overawe  Con- 
gress, trample  down  the  constitution,  and  raze 
every  bulwark  of  freedom ;  but  tliat  the  Senate 
must  stand  mute,  in  silent  submission,  and  not 
dare  to  rwse  its  opposing  voice.-  That  it  must 
wait  until  a  House  of  Kepresentatives,  humbled 
and  snt>dued  like  itself,  and  a  xa^ority  of  it 
composed  of  the  partisans  of  the  President,  dull 

S refer  articles  of  impeachment    Tell  them, 
nally,  that  you  hare  restored  the  ^orious  doc- 
trine of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance. 
And,  if  me  people  do  not  poor  ont  thw  Indig- 
nation and  imprecations,  I  nave  yet  to  learn  tiie 
character  of  American  freemen. 
When  Mr.  Clat  had  concluded, 
Mr.  BcoiUNAif  rose  and  spoke  as  follows : 
Mr.  President:  after  the  able  and  ^oquent 
display  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clav)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat,  after  hav- 
ing so  lone  enchained  the  attention  of  his  au- 
dience, it  might  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  for 
me  to  romun  ralrait.  But  I  feel  too  deeply  my 
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reroonsibility  as  an  American  Senator,  not  to 
maJce  the  attempt  to  place  before  the  Senate 
and  the  conntrj  the  reasons  which,  in  mj  opin- 
ion, win  jnstify  the  vote  which  I  intend  to  give 
UiiBday. 

A  more  graTO  and  sdemn  qneation  has  rarely, 
if  ever,  been  submitted  to  the  Senate  ct  the 
Tidtoi  States,  than  the  one  now  under  disons- 
Bon.  This  S«iate  is  now  called  npon  to  review 
its  own  decision,  to  n^ndge  its  own  justice,  and 
to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  deliberately  pro- 
noonced  against  the  co-ordinate  execative 
branch  of  utis  Govemment  On  the  28th  of 
March,  1834,  the  American  Senate,  in  the  face 
of  the  American  people,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  ty  a  solemn  resolution,  pronounced  the 
Preadent  of  the  United  States  to  be  a  violator 
of  the  constitntion  of  hia  country — of  that  con- 
stitution which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  '*  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend."  Whether  we  con- 
rider  the  exalted  character  of  the  tribunal  which 
pronounced  this  coademnation,  or  the  illustrious 
ol^ect  against  whidi  it  was  directed,  we  ought 
to  fed  deeply  impressed  with  the  iafft  and  last- 
ing importance  of  the  present  prooeeding.  It 
Is  m  ftct,  if  not  in  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate 
for  having  unjustly  and  unconstitationally  tried 
and  ctmderaned  the  President;  and  their  ac- 
cusers are  the  American  people.  In  this  cause 
I  am  one  of  the  judges.  In  some  respects,  it  is 
a  punful  position  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain, 
however,  to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must, 
and  Bhall,  firmly  and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  al- 
though in  the  performance  of  it  I  may  wound 
the  felines  of  gentlemen  whom  I  respect  and 
esteem.  I  shall  proceed  no  farther  than  the 
oocarion  demands,  and  will,  therefore,  justify. 

Who  was  die  Preudent  of  the  United  States 
agdnst  whom  this  sentence  has  been  pro- 
nouncedl  Andrew  Jackson — a  name  which 
every  American  mother,  after  the  party  strife 
whid)  agitties  us  for  the  preseut  moment  shall 
have  passed  away,  will,  during  all  the  genera- 
tions which  this  republic  is  destined  to  endure, 
teach  her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  ven- 
erated name  of  Washington.  The  one  was  the 
founder,  the  other  the  preserver,  of  the  liberties 
o(  his  country. 

If  I^ident  Jackson  has  been  guilty  of  vio- 
lating the  ConstitutioD  of  the  United  States,  let 
impartial  justice  take  its  course.  I  admit  that 
it  IS  no  jnatifieati<Hi  for  snoh  a  crime  that  bis 
ktog  life  has  been  more  distinguished  by  acts 
<rf  mrinterested  patriotism  than  that  of  any 
American  citizen  now  living.  It  is  no  justificsr 
tioo  that  the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  the  purity 
of  his  intentioos  have  become  proverbial,  even 
amongst  his  political  enemies.  It  is  no  justifi- 
eatitm  that  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  in  the 
diy  of  battle,  be  has  been  his  country's  shield. 
If  be  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  damned 
to  everlasting  feme,"  with  those  of  Csesar  and 
ot  KapoleoD. 

on  the  other  hand,  he  !s  pure  and  immao- 
ilite  from  the  cbai^  let  us  be  swift  to  do  him 
jattli^  and  to  blot  out  the  foul  stigma  which 
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the  Senate  have  placed  upon  his  character.  If 
we  are  not,  he  may  go  down  to  the  grave  in 
doubt  as  to  what  may  be  the  final  judgment  of 
his  ootmtry.  In  any  event,  he  must  soon  retire 
to  the  shades  of  private  life.  Shall  we,  t^en, 
suffer  his  ofBdal  term  to  expire  without  first 
doing  him  justice  ?  It  may  be  said  of  me,  as  it 
has  already  been  said  of  other  Senators,  that  I 
am  one  of  the  gross  adulators  of  the  President. 
But,  sir,  I  have  never  said  thus  much  of  him 
whilst  he  was  in  the  meridian  of  his  power. 
Now  that  bis  political  sun  is  nearly  set,  I  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  pour  forth  my  grateful  feel- 
ings, as  an  American  citizen,  to  a  man  who  has 
done  so  much  for  his  country.  I  have  never, 
for  myself,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited 
office  at  his  hands;  and  my  character  must 
greatiy  change,  if  I  should  ever  do  so  ftom  any 
of  his  snoceesors.  If  I  should  bestow  upon  him 
the  meed  of  my  poor  pruse,  it  springs  from  an 
impulse  far  different  firom  that  which  has  been 
attributed  to  the  m^ority  on  this  floor.  I  speak 
as  an  Independei^  freeman  and  American  Senap 
tor ;  and  I  feel  proad  now  to  have  the  opprav 
tunity  of  rai^ng  my  voice  in  his  defence. 

On  the  28th  day  of  Harch,  1834,  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  resolved  "  that  the  Prerf- 
dent,  in  the  late  executive  proceedings  in  r^a- 
tion  to  the  public  revenue,  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both." 

In  discussing  this  subject,  I  shall  undertake 
to  prove,  first,  that  this  resolution  is  uigust; 
secondly,  that  it  is  unconstitutional ;  and  in  the 
last  place,  that  it  ought  to  be  expunged  from 
our  jourpiala,  in  tiie  manner  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Miraouri,  QSr.  Bkntoh.) 

First,  then,  it  is  nqjnst.  On  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  I  had  intended  to  confine  mysdf  to 
a  bare  expresaon  of  my  own  decided  opinion. 
This  point  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  dis- 
cussed, that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  cast  any 
new  light  upon  it  But  as  it  is  my  intention  to 
follow  the  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Olat,)  wherever  they  may  lead,  I 
must  again  tread  the  ground  which  has  been  so 
often  trodden.  As  the  Senator,  however,  has 
confined  himself  to  a  mere  passing  referance  to 
the  topics  which  this  head  presents,  I  shall,  ia 
this  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Although  the  resolution  condenmtiq;  the 
President  is  vague  and  general  in  its  tenns^ 
yet  we  all  Imow  tiiat  it  was  founded  upon  his 
removal  of  the  public  deporits  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky has  contended  that  this  act  was  a  viola- 
tion of  law.  And  why  ?  Because,  says  be,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  public  money  was  secure 
in  that  institution ;  and  by  its  charter  the  public 
deposits  could  not  be  removed  from  it,  unless 
under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were  in 
danger.  Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  no  right  to  remove  these  deposits, 
except  for  the  sole  reason  that  their  safe^  was 
in  danger,  the  Senator  has  established  hia  posi- 
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tion.  But  wliat  is  the  fact  ?  "Was  the  Govern- 
ment thus  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the  bank 
charter  ?  I  answer,  no.  Such  a  limitation  is 
nowhere  to  be  foand  in  it  Let  me  read  the 
sixteenth  section,  which  is  the  only  one  relating 
to  tlie  subject.  It  enacts,  "that  the  deposits 
of  the  money  of  the  United  States  iu  places  in 
whioh  the  said  bank  and  branches  tiiereof  may 
be  established,  shall  be  made  ia  said  bank  or 
branches  thereoi^  unless  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory  shall  at  any  time  otherwise  order  and 
dhvct;  in  wMch  case,  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before  Con- 
gress, if  in  session,  and  if  not,  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direction." 

Is  not  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  broad  and  as 
ample  as  the  English  language  will  admit? 
Where  is  the  limitation,  where  the  restriction  ? 
One  might  have  supposed,  from  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory 
from  removing  the  deposits,  onless  he  believed 
thffiu  to  be  insecure  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  language  of  the  law  itself  com- 
pletely refhtes  his  argument.  They  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
*'  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shiUl  at 
any  time  otherwise  order  and  direct." 

The  sole  limitation  upon  the  discretion  of 
that  officer  was  his  immediate  and  direct  re- 
sponsibility to  Oongress.  To  us  he  was  bound 
to  render  his  reasons  for  removing  the  deposits. 
We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  the  juc^  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  these  reasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the 
authors  (rfthe  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not 
limiting  the  dlsoreticm  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  deposits  to  the  single  case  of 
th^ai^ehendediiuisenriiy.  Wemayima^ne 
many  other  reasons  whioh  would  have  rendered 
their  removal  t)otb  wise  and  expedient  But  I 
forbear,  especially  as  the  case  now  before  the 
Senate  presents  as  sttildnff  an  illustration  of 
this  proposition  as  I  could  posnbly  imagine. 
Upon  what  principle,  then,  do  I  JoBofy  the  re- 
moval of  the  depofflts  ? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  deter- 
mined to  apply  for  a  recharter  at  the  session 
of  CkiDgress  immediately  preceding  the  last 
premdential  election.  Preparatory  to  this  appli- 
cation, and  whilst  it  was  pending,  in  the  snort 
space  o£  sixteen  months,  it  had  increased  its 
loans  more  than  $26,000,000.  They  rose  from 
fbrty-two  mUltons  to  seventy  millions  between 
the  last  of  December,  1680,  ond  the  Ist  of 
Uay,  1882.  Whilst  this  boasted  regulator  of 
the  currency  was  thns  expanding  its  discounts, 
all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
imptUse  of  self-interest  urged  them  to  pursue 
this  course.  A  delusive  prosperity  was  thus 
spread  over  the  land.  Money,  everywhere, 
became  plenty.  The  bank  was  regarded  as  the 
beneficent  parent,  who  was  poaring  her  money 
out  into  the  Isga  oi  her  diilaren.  She  tiuHtg^t 
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herself  wise  and  provident  in  thus  rendering 
herself  popular.  The  recharter  passed  bom 
Houses  of  Oongress  by  triumphant  m^oritiea. 
But  then  came  the  frost,  the  killing  frost," 
It  was  not  so  easy  to  propitiate  "  the  Old  R> 
man."  Although  he  well  knew  the  power  and 
influence  which  the  bank  could  exert  agmst 
him  at  the  then  i^)proadiing  prendeotial  dec* 
tion,  he  cast  snob  considCTations  to  tiie  wiiid& 
He  vetoed  the  bill,  and,  in  the  most  soIanB 
manner,  placed  himself  for  trial  opm  this 
question  before  the  American  people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  of  many  of  his 
former  friends  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank 
openly  took  the  field  against  his  re-election. 
It  expended  large  sums  in  subsidizing  editors, 
and  in  circulating  pamphlets,  and  papera,  ai^ 
speeches,  throughout  the  Union,  cuculated  to 
inflame  the  pablio  mind  against  tiie  Freadeot, 
I  merely  glance  at  these  things. 

Let  us  pause,  for  a  single  moment,  to  eoa- 
sider  the  consequences  of  such  conduct.  What 
right  had  the  bank,  as  a  corporation,  to  vatst 
the  arena  of  politics,  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing itself  andatlacldng  tiie  President  WMst 
I  freely  admit  that  each  Indiridual  stockholder 
possessed  the  same  rights,  in  this  respect,  as 
every  other  American  citizen,  I  pri^  yon  to 
consider  what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bank 
has  thus  established.  Our  banks  now  nomber 
nearly  a  thousand,  and  our  other  chartered 
institutions  are  almost  innumerable.  If  all 
these  corporations  are  to  be  justified  in  using 
their  corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fiaencing  elections^  of  elevating  their  political 
friends,  and  crushmg  tlieir  political  foes,  our 
condition  is  truly  deplorable.  We  shall  thus 
introduce  into  the  State  a  now,  a  dangenna^ 
and  an  alarming  power,  tlie  effects  of  whiiA  no 
man  can  antiomate.  Watchful  jealonsy  is  the 
price  which  a  free  people  must  ever  pay  fbr 
their  liberties;  and  this  jealousy  should  be 
argus-eyed  in  watdiing  the  politicu  movements 
of  corporati<m8. 

After  the  bank  had  been  deflaated  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  it  adopted  a  new  course  of 
policy.  What  it  had  been  unable  to  accomplish 
by  making  money  plenty,  it  determined  it  would 
wrest  from  the  sufferings  of  the  people  by  mak- 
ing money  scarce.  Pressure  and  panic  then 
became  its  weapons;  and  with  these  it  was 
determined,  if  possible,  to  extort  a  recharter 
from  the  American  people.  It  commenced  this 
warfare  upon  the  interests  of  the  country  about 
the  lat  of  August,  1888.  In  two  diort  numtba 
it  decreased  its  loans  more  than  four  millions 
(MF  dollars^  whilst  the  depoats  of  the  Govern- 
ment witii  it  had  increased,  during  the  same 
period,  two  millions  and  a  quarter.  I  speak 
in  round  nmnbers.  It  was  tnen  in  the  act  of 
reducing  its  discounts  at  the  rote  of  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  montii. 

The  State  banks  had  expanded  their  loans 
with  the  former  expansion  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  It  now  became  necessary  to 
contract  them.  The  severest  pressure  began 
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to  be  felt  everywhere.   Had  the  Bank  of  th^ 
tJolted  Stitcs  bees  pennitted  a  short  time 
linger  to  proceed  in  uiis  course,  fortified  as  it 
vaa  with  the  millions  of  the  Govemment  which 
it  held  on  deposit,  a  scene  of  almost  universal 
bankraptcj  and  insolvency  most  have  been 
nraoLted  in  our  commercial  (^ties.   It  thus 
Mcamo  absolutely  necessary  for  the  President 
either  to  deprive  the  bank  of  the  public  de- 
ponta,  as  the  only  means  of  protecting  the 
Bute  banks,  and,  through  than,  the  people, 
friun  these  impending  evils,  or  admly  to  look 
on  and  see  it  spreading  nun  throu^oat  the 
Ind.  It  was  neoeasary  for  him  to  ad(^t  this 
poiM7  for  Xbib  pnrpoae  of  preventing  a  ouversal 
aerHwemettt  of  the  correneyj  a  ^nerol  sacii- 
fioe  («  pr(^>ert7)  and,  as  an  mevitable  conso- 
qveoce,  the  rectuuter  of  this  institution. 

By  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  struck  a 
blow  against  the  bank  from  which  it  has  never 
ainoe  recovered.  Thb  was  the  club  of  Hercules 
with  which  he  slew  the  Hydra.  This  was  the 
master-stroke  by  which  he  prostrated  what  a 
laive  majority  <n  the  American  people  believe 
to  have  be^  a  corrupt  and  a  corrupting  insti- 
tntioii.  Jor  this  he  is  not  only  Justified,  but 
dnaorres  the  eternal  gratitude  of  hia  country. 
For  thk  the  Senate  have  oondenmed  him :  hut 
Uw  people  of  the  United  States  have  hailed  him 
••  a  dmvorer. 

It  has  been  Hud  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, that  the  Fre^dent,  by  removing  the 
deposits  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
united  in  his  own  person  the  power  of  the  purse 
c(  the  nation  with  that  of  the  sword.  I  think 
it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  this  argument. 
What  was  to  become  of  the  public  money,  in 
ease  it  had  been  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  under  its  charter,  for  the  cause 
which  the  Senhtor  himself  deems  justifiable} 
Why,  ur,  it  would  then  liave  been  immediately 
TwOtted  to  the  goarcUan^p  of  those  laws 
imdw  whi(^  it  had  beoi  protected  bdiore  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  vas  called  into  ezist- 
cnee.  Such  was  the  present  case,  "ia  regard 
to  this  point,  no  matter  whether  the  cause  of 
rmoval  were  sufficient  or  not,  the  moment  the 
depoots  were  actually  removed,  they  became 
nl^ect  to  the  pre-existing  laws,  and  not  to  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  President 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  contended 
that  Uie  Pre^dent  violated  theconstituttaa  and 
the  laws  by  dismissing  Mr.  Duane  from  office 
became  he  would  not  remove  the  deposits,  and 
bf  appointing  l£r.  Taney  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  I  ^all  not  disonss  at  any  length  the 
power  of  removal.  It  is  now  too  late  in  the 
oaif  to  questUHi  it.  That  the  Executive  poa- 
 1  this  power  was  dedded  by  the  first  Con- 

Ilt  has  often  since  been  discossed  and 
ed  in  the  same  manner,  and  it  has  been 
exercised  every  Preudent  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  is  bound  by  the  coosti- 
totion  to  "  take  care  that  tiie  laws  be  fidthfoUy 
asecnted."  If  he  cannot  remove  his  executive 
cAoen^  it  is  in^KieBiUe  that  he  can  perform 


this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer  might  sef  up 
for  himself;  might  violate  the  laws  of^the 
country,  and  put  him  at  defiance,  whilst  he 
would  reniiun  perfectly  powerless.  He  could 
not  arrest  their  career.  A  foreign  minister 
might  be  betraying  and  disgracing  ^e  nation 
abroad,  without  any  power  to  recall  him  until 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  This  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  involves  so  many 
dangers,  and  so  many  absurdities,  that  it  could 
not  be  mcdntuned  for  a  moment,  even  if  there 
had  not  been  a  constant  praetSoe  against  it  of 
almost  half  a  century. 

Bat  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  tliat  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  a  sort  of  inde- 
pendent power  in  the  State,  and  is  released  from 
the  control  of  the  Execative.  And  why} 
Simply  because  he  is  directed  by  law  to  make 
his  annual  report  to  Congress,  and  not  to  the 
President.  If  this  position  be  correct,  then  it 
necessarily  follows  that  the  Execative  is  re- 
leased from  the  obligation  of  taking  care  that 
the  namerona  and  important  acts  of  Congress 
r^nlating  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country 
shall  be  wtlifolly  executed.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  thus  made  independent  of  his 
control.  Wliat  woald  be  the,  poution  of  this 
officer  under  such  a  constmotion  of  the  otmsti- 
tution  and  laws,  it  would  b^  very  difficult  to 
decide.  And  this  wonderfol  tranotramation  of 
his  diaracter  has  arisen  from  the  mere  circum- 
stance that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him 
to  make  an  annual  report  to  them  I  No,  sir ; 
the  Executive  is  responsible  to  Congress  for  the 
fmthful  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  if  the  pres- 
ent or  any  other  President  should  prove  faith- 
less to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Senate,  not- 
withstanding all  which  has  been  said,  would  be 
as  ready  as  uicir  predecessors  to  infiict  condign 
ponishment  upon  him,  in  the  mode  pointed  oat 
by  the  constitution. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
the  resdutimi  of  March,  1884,  It  is  my  fiim 
conviction  that  the  Senate  possesses  no  such 
power ;  and  it  is  now  my  purpose  to  establish 
this  position.  The  dedsion  on  this  point  must 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  the  question,  does 
this  resolution  contain  any  Impeachable  charge 
against  the  President  I  If  it  does,  I  trust  I 
shall  demonstrate  that  the  Senate  violated  its 
constitutional  duty  in  proceeding  to  condemn 
him  in  this  manner.  I  dull  again  read  the 
resolution : 

"^Retdsed,  That  the  Preddent,  in  the  late  execa- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  ttie  public  revenue, 
has  aaaumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
conferred  by  the  craistibitioa  and  laws,  but  in  deroga- 
tion of  both." 

This  language  is  brief  and  comprehensive. 
It  comes  at  once  to  the  point.  It  bears  a  strik- 
ing impress  of  the  character  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  Boos  it  charge  an  impeach- 
able offence  against  the  President } 

The  fourth  section  of  the  second  artide  of 
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tiie^nadtation  declares  that  "the  President, 
Vice  Preeident,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on 
impeachment  for,  and  conviction  o^  treason, 
bruMry,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors." 

It  has  .been  contended  that  this  condemnatorj 
resolution  contains  no  impeachable  offence,  be- 
cause it  charges  no  crinunal  intention  against 
the  President ;  and  I  admit  that  it  does  not 
attribate  to  him  any  oormpt  motive  in  express 
words.  Is  thia  Boffident  to  convince  the  Judg- 
ment of  any  impartial  man  that  none  sacn  was 
intended]  Let  ns,for  a  few  mcnaents,  examine 
tiiis  proposition.  If  it  be  well  fonnded,  the 
Senate  maj  forever  hereafter  usurp  the  power 
of  trying,  condemning,  and  destroying,  my 
officer  of  the  Government,  without  affording 
him  the  aUghtest  opportanity  of  being  heard  iu 
his  defence.  They  may  thus  abnse  their  power, 
and  prostrate  any  object  of  their  vengeance.  It 
eeems  we  have  now  made  the  discovery  that 
the  Senate  are  anthorized  to  exert  this  tre- 
mendous power ;  that  they  may  thns  assome 
to  themselves  the  office  both  of  accusers  and  of 
judge,  provided  the  indictment  oontuns  no 
express  allegaUon  of  a  criminal  intention.  The 
Fraddent,  or  any  offico*  of  the  Gtovenunent, 
may  be  denounced  by  the  Senate  as  a  violator 
of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  as  derelict 
in  the  performance  of  his  public  duties,  provided 
there  be  no  express  imputation  of  an  improper 
motive.  The  characters  of  men  whose  reputa- 
tion is  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives  may  thus 
be  destroyed.  They  may  be  held  np  to  pnblio 
execration  by  the  omission  of  a  few  formal 
words.  The  condemnation  of  the  Senate  carries 
with  it  snch  a  moral  power,  that  perhaps  there 
is  no  man  in  the  United  States,  except  Andrew 
Jackson,  who  coold  have  resisted  its  force. 

sir  J  such  an  argument  can  never  command 
conviction.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  Sireet^  we  can  never  accomplish  by  indirect 
means,  we  cannot  l^rescdution  oonvlot  a  man 
<tf  an  impeadiable  omnce,  mwely  because  we 
may  omit  the  formal  words  of  an  impeach- 
ment. We  must  regard  the  anlwtanoe  of  tidngs, 
and  not  the  mere  form. 

But  again :  Although  a  criminal  intention  be 
not  charged  in  so  many  words,  by  this  resolu- 
tion, yet  its  language,  even  without  the  attend- 
ant circumstances,  clearly  conveys  tim  mean- 
ing. The  Preadent  is  chai^^  with  having 
"assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but 
in  derogation  of  both."  "  Assumed  upon  him- 
self! What  is  the  plain,  palpable  meaning 
of  this  phrase,  oonneotod  with  what  precedes 
and  followa?  Is  it  not  "to  arrogate,"  "to 
daim  or  seize  ut^ustly  9  "  Tiieae  are  two  of 
the  first  meanings  of  the  word  auumey  accord- 
ing to  the  lexicographers.  To  assume  upon 
one's  self^  is  a  mode  of  expression  which  is 
rarely  taken  In  a  good  sense.  As  it  is  used  here, 
I  ask  if  any  man  d  |dain,  common  under- 
standing, after  reading  this  rwolution,  woidl 
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ever  arrive  at  the  condnmon  that  any  Senator 
voted  for  it  under  the  impresmon  that  the 
Preudent  was  innocent  of  any  improper  inten- 
tion, and  that  he  violated  the  constitution  from 
mere  mistake,  and  from  pure  motives!  The 
common  sense  of  manlcind  revolts  at  the  idea. 
How  con  it  be  contended,  for  a  dngle  moment, 
that  yon  con  denounce  the  President  as  a  man 
who  had  "  assumed  upon  himself"  the jwwer 
of  violating  the  laws  and  the  constitution  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  same  breath  declare  that 
you  had  not  the  least  intention  to  criminate 
him,  and  thatyour  language  was  altogether 
inoffensive  9  The  two  propontions  are  mani- 
festly Inoondstent 

But  I  go  one  step  fhrther.  If  we  were  dttiug 
as  a  court  €t  impeachment,  and  the  bare  pro- 
position were  established  to  our  satisfaction, 
that  the  Prendent  had,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  withdrawn  the  public  rev- 
enue of  the  country  from  tilie  depository  to 
whose  charge  Oongress  bad  committed  it,  and 
assumed  the  control  over  it  himself,  we  would 
be  bound  to  convict  him  of  a  high  official 
misdemeanor.  Under  such  circumstances,  wo 
should  lie  bound  to  infer  a  criminal  intratioD 
from  this  ill^al  and  unconstitutional  aot. 
Oriminal  justice  could  never  be  admimstmd, 
BcKiely  could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunals  trf  the 
country  should  not  attribute  evil  motives  to 
ille^  and  unconstitutional  conduct  Om- 
niscience alone  can  examine  the  heart.  'When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat, 
he  must  infer  the  intentions  of  bbe  accused 
from  his  actions.  That  "  the  tree  is  known  by 
its  fruits,"  is  an  axiom  which  we  have  derived 
from  the  fountiun  of  all  truth.  Does  a  poor, 
naked,  hungry  wretoh,  at  this  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  take  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  law  infers  a  criminal  latent,  and  he  must  be 
convicted  and  punished  as  a  thief^  though  ha 
may  have  been  actuated  by  no  other  motive 
than  that  of  saving  his  wife  and  children  firom 
starvation.  And  shall  a  differaot  nde  be 
applied  to  the  ProSdent  of  the  United  Statee  t 
Shall  it  be  said  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  high- 
est station  on  earth,  for  his  wisdom,  his  integ- 
rity, and  his  virtues,  with  all  his  constitutional 
advisers  arotmd  him,  when  he  violates  the  con- 
stitution of  his  country,  and  usurps  the  <Mmtrol 
over  its  entire  revenue,  that  he  may  sncoesa- 
frilly  defend  himself  by  declaring  that  he  had 
done  this  deed  without  any  criminal  intention  t 
No,  «r ;  iu  such  a  case,  above  aU  others,  the 
oriminal  intention  must  be  inferred  from  the 
unconstitutional  exercise  of  high  and  dangerous 
powers.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands 
that  tiie  Prendent  of  the  United  States  ahonld 
never  shield  himsdf  behind  such  ffimsy  pre- 
texts. This  resolution,  therefore,  although  it 
may  not  have  assumed  the  f<xm  of  an  article 
of  impeachment,  possesses  aU  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  some  years  ago  to  have 
assists  as  a  manager,  in  behalf  of  the  Hoiue 
of  Bepresentatives.  in  the  trial  of  an  impeaoh- 
ment  before  this  body.  It  then  became  uxjr 
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doty  to  examine  all  the  preoedenta  in  saoh  cases 
vhich  had  occurred  under  our  Government 
rince  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constjtation. 
,  On  that  occasioD  Z  fomid  one  which  has  a  strong 
bearing  npon  Uus  qoesUcm.  I  refer  to  the  case 
of  Joue  .nckering.  He  was  tried  and  oon- 
deomef  by  the  Senate  npon  all  the  foor  articles 
odnbited  against  him,  althoagh  the  three  first 
eontained  no  other  ohai^  than  that  of  making 
dedrions  contraiy  to  law,  in  a  cause  involving 
I  mere  qaestitm  of  ^ropert;,  and  then  refosing 
to  graut  the  -party  ugnred  an  appeal  from  his 
deonon,  to  wtileh  he  was  entitled.  From  the 
dear  violation  of  the  law,  in  this  case,  the 
Senate  most  have  inferred  an  impure  and  im- 
proper motive. 

If  anj  thinff  further  were  wanting  to  prove 
that  the  resolution'  of  the  Senate  contained  a 
criminal  and  impeachahle  charge  against  the 
President,  it  might  he  demonstrated  from  all 
the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction. 
Whilst  tlus  resolution  was  in  progress  tiirooj^ 
tin  Senate,  the  Bank  of  the  UMted  States  was 
onplojred  in  prodneing  panio  and  pressnre 
thiongfaoat  the  land.   Much  actnal  soffering 
was  experienced  by  the  people ;  and  where  that 
did  not  e^st,  they  dreaded  unknown  and  awful 
calamities.    Confidence  between  mjm  and  man 
was  at  an  end.   There  was  a  fearfnl  panse  in 
the  badness  of  the  country.   We  were  then 
engaged  in  the  most  violent  par^  conflict 
recorded  in  oar  annals.   To  ose  the  language 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  a  revolution.   On  the  one  side  it  was 
contended  that  the  power  over  the  purse  of  the 
nation  had  been  usurped  by  the  President; 
that  in  his  own  person  he  had  united  this 
power  with  ihA  of  the  sword,  and  that  the 
liberties  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
oould  be  arrested  in  his  mad  career.   On  the 
other  hand,  the  friends  of  the  Preudent  main- 
tained that  the  removal  of  the  depotnts  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  an  act  of 
stem  jostioe  to  the  people ;  that  it  was  strictly 
kgal  and  constitutional ;  that  he  was  impelled 
to  it  by  the  highest  and  purest  principlea  of 
patriotism ;  and  that  it  was  the  only  means  of 
prostrating  an  institution  which  tiireatened  the 
destmction  of  our  dearest  rights  and  liberties. 
Dnrii^  this  terrific  conflict,  pnblio  indignation 
was  aroused  to  such  a  d^ree,  that  the  Presi- 
dent received  a  great  number  of  anonymous 
letters,  ^reatening  him  with  assassination, 
vnlees  he  should  restore  the  deponts. 

It  was  flnring  the  pendency  of  this  conflict 
dironghoot  ihe  conntiy,  that  tiie  Senator  from 
Kentucky  thought  proper,  on  the  26th  of  De- 
eember,  1833,  to  present  his  condemnatory  res- 
olution to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
corropt  oonnection  between  any  Senator  upon 
this  floor  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Bwt  it  was  at  this  inaospicious  moment  that 
tbe  resolution  was  introduced.  How  was  it 
aaoported  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky?  He 
told  OS  that  a  revx^otion  had  already  com- 


menoed.  He  told  us  that  by  the  8d  of  Uorch, 
1887,  if  the  pn^ress  of  innovation  should  oon- 
tinne,  there  would  be  scarcely  a  vestige  remain- 
ing of  the  Oovemmeot  and  policy,  as  they  had 
e^ted  prior  to  the  8d  of  Maroh,  1829.  That 
in  a  term  of  years,  a  little  more  than  that  which 
was  reqtdred  to  estaUiah  oar  Hbertiee,  the 
Govomment  wonld  be  tnmrfonned  into  an 
electire  monarchy — the  worst  of  all  forms  of 
government.  He  compared  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  G^eral  Jaokson  with  the  oondact  of  uie 
usurping  Osesar,  who,  after  he  had  overran 
Italv  in  sixty  days,  and  conquered  the  liberties 
of  nis  native  country,  terrified  the  tribune 
Hetellus,  who  guarded  the  Treasury  of  the 
Roman  people,  aud  seized  it  by  open  force. 
He  declared  that  the  President  had  perpetrated 
an  open,  palpable,  and  daring  usurpation.  He 
concluded  by  asserting  that  the  premonitory 
symptoms  of  despotism  were  npon  us ;  and  if 
Congress  did  not  apply  an  instantaneous  and 
effective  remedy,  the  &tal  collapse  would  soon 
come  on,  and  we  should  die — ignobly  die— base, 
mean,  and  abject  slaves,  the  scorn  and  con- 
tempt of  mtmkind,  unpitied,  unwept,  and  un- 
mourned.  "What  a  spectacle  was  then  presented 
in  this  chamber  1  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
of  the  day,  that,  when  he  took  his  seat  there 
was  repeated  and  loud  applause  in  the  galleries. 
This,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  the  intro- 
ductory speech  of  the  Senator.  In  my  opinion, 
it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  of 
all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing 
the  storm.  At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  I  was  not 
then  in  the  Senate,  it  reminded  me  of  ihe  able, 
the  Tindictive,  and  the  eloquent  appeal  of  Mr. 
Burke  before  ihe  House  tx  Lords,  on  the  im- 

Seachment  of  Warren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
enounced  tiiat  Qovemor  General  as  the  rav- 
ager  and  oppressor  of  India,  and  the  .scourge  of 
the  millions  who  had  been  placed  under  hia 
authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  resolution 
did  not  intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive 
to  the  President ;  that  he  was  a  good  old  man, 
though  not  a  good  constitutional  lawyer ;  and 
that  he  knew  better  how  to  wield  toe  sword 
than  to  construe  the  constitution. 

[Ur.  Clat  here  rose  to  expHn.  He  said, 
"  I  never  have  said,  and  never  will  say,  that 
personally  I  aoqidtted  the  President  of  any  im- 
proper intention.  I  lament  that  I  cumot  sur 
It  But  what  I  ^  say  was,  that  the  act  of 
the  Senate  of  1884  is  froe  from  the  imputatim 
of  any  criminal  motives."} 

Sir,  sud  Mr.  B.,  this  avowal  is  in  character 
with  the  frank  and  manly  nature  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  It  is  do  more  than  what  I 
expected  from  him.  The  imputation  of  any 
improper  motive  to  tiie  President  has  been 
again  and  again  disolumed  by  other  Senators 
upon  this  floor.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  now  boldly  come  out  in  his  true  colors, 
and  avows  the  principles  which  he  held  at  the 
time.  He  acloiowledges  that  he  did  not  acquit 
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the  Prendent  from  improper  Intttitioiu,  when 
charging  him  with  a  violation  of  the  ocHutitation 
of  hia  oountry. 

This  trial  of  the  FreaideDt  before  the  Senate 
oontinaed  for  three  monthB.  Daring  thia  whole 
period,  instead  of  the  evidence  whi^  a  jadicial 
tribonal  ought  to  receive  exciting  memoriale, 
ingned  b7  vast  numbers  of  the  people,  and  well 
calculated  to  inflame  the  paasioDs  of  his  Judges, 
were  poured  in  upon,  the  Sen^.  He  was  de- 
Donntwd  upML  this  floor  by  eveiy  odious  epithet 
whidi  beloiigs  to  tyrants.  Finally,  the  obnoz- 
ious  reaolutioa  was  adopted  by  the  vote  o^  the 
Senate^  oa  the  Seth  day  of  Uarcb,  1884. 

After  the  expo^tion  which  I  have  made,  can 
any  impartial  mind  doubt  but  that  this  resolu- 
tion int^ed  to  charge  agidnst  the  President  a 
wilfol  and  daring  vidalion  of  the  oonstitation 
and  the  laws?  I  think  not. 

The  S^tator  from  Kentucky  haa  argued,  with 
his  usual  power,  that  the  functions  of  the 
Senate,  actmg  in  a  legislative  capacity,  are  not 
to  be  restrioterl,  becaoae  it  is  possible  that  the 
same  qaeatioUj  in  another  form,  may  come 
before  as  jndioially.   I  concur  in  the  tnith  and 

Justice  of  this  position.  We  must  perform  our 
e^slative  duties ;  and  i^  in  the  luTestagfljion 
cff  &cts,  having  legislation  distinotly  in  view, 
we  ahonld  incidentally  be  led  to  the  investiga- 
tion  of  crimhial  ob&i^ea,  it  is  a  neoeanty  im- 
posed upon  us  by  our  condition,  from  which 
we  cannot  escape.  It  resolts  from  the  vary- 
ing nature  of  our  duties,  and  not  from  our  own 
wilL  I  admit  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  mark 
the  precise  line  which  separates  our  legislative 
from  our  jadicial  fonctiona.  I  shall  not  attempt 
it.  In  many  cases,  trom  necessity,  they  are  m 
some  d^^e  intermingled.  The  present  resola- 
tion,  however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  this 
line.  It  is  placed  in  bold  relief  and  is  dear  of 
all  such  difficulties.  It  is  a  mere  naked  resoln- 
tion  of  censure.  It  refers  solely  to  the  past 
conduct  of  the  Freddent,  and  condemns  it  in 
the  fltn»ifleBt  tenus,  without  even  proposing 
ai^  act  of  Ugialalion  l^whioh  the  evil  may  be 
remedied  hereafter.  It  was  Judgment  upon 
tiie  past  alone;  not  preventitm  for  the  fhture. 
K^,  more:  toe  resolutlou  is  so  vague  and 
general  in  its  terms,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
ascertain  from  its  face  the  cause  of  the  Presi- 
dent's condemnation.  The  Senate  have  re- 
solved that  the  Executive  has  assumed  upon 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  constitution  and  lavre,  but  in  derogation  of 
both."  What  is  the  specification  under  this 
charge  ?  Why,  that  he  has  acted  thus,  "  in 
the  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the 
puUio  revenue."  what  executive  proceedings  ? 
The  resotntimi  leaves  ua  entirely  in  the  dark 
upon  this  sabjeot  How  oould  any  legidation 
spring  from  each  a  resolution  t  It  is  impossi- 
me.   None  such  was  ever  attempted. 

If  the  res(dution  had  preserved  its  original 
phraseology ;  if  it  bad  condemned  the  ^^si- 
dent  for  dismisMug  <me  Secretary  of  the  TreaisorT 
beosnse  fae  woidd  not  mnovo  Ha  dq>oute^  aiul 
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the^^ati^might  then  have  oontended^^^ 
evil  was  distinctly  pointed  out ;  ana,  altboudt 
no  legislation  was  proposed,  the  remedy  uu^t 
be  applied  hereafter.  But  he  has  derived 
himself  even  of  this  feeble  ai^iument.  He  has 
left  us  upon  an  ocean  of  uncertainty,  without 
chart  or  compass.  "  The  late  ezecatave  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  revenue  "  is  a  phraie 
of  the  most  general  and  indefinite  chancter. 
Every  Swator  who  voted  in  favor  of  tins  reeo* 
lotion  may  have  acted  opon  diflbreait  pxindid« 
To  procure  its  passage,  nothing  more  was  aeoM- 
sai7  than  that  a  nuuori^  should  mdte  in  thi 
conclusion  that  the  President  had  violated  Am 
constitution  and  the  laws  in  some  one  or  other 
of  hie  numerous  acts  in  relation  to  the  pahlio 
revenue.  The  views  of  Senators  constitutiDg 
the  im^ori^  may  have  varied  from  each  other 
to  any  ccmoeivable  extent ;  and  yet  they  may 
have  united  in  the  final  vote.  That  this  va 
the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I  have  always 
understood.  It  is  utterly  impoeuble  either  that 
such  a  proceeding  oould  ever  have  been  intend- 
ed to  become  the  basis  of  legislation,  or  that 
l^i^ative  action  could  have  ever  apnmg  trm 
such  a  aoorce. 

I  flatter  myself,  then,  I  have  saooeeded  m 
proving  that  Uiis  resolution  charged  the  Presi- 
dent with  a  hi^  offl<dal  misdemeanor,  wbt^y 
disconnected  from  legislation,  which,  if  tro^ 
ou^t  to  have  subjected  him  to  impeaohmflDt 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  qaeetioD,  Lad 
the  Senate  any  power,  under  the  oonstitntion, 
to  adopt  such  a  resolution  ?  In  other  words, 
can  the  Senate  condemn  a  public  officer  by 
a  simple  resolution,  for  an  offence  vhich 
would  subject  him  to  an  ii^i)eachment !  To 
state  the  proposition,  is  to  answer  this  question 
in  the  negative.  Dreadful  would  be  the  w*" 
quences,  u  we  possess  and  should  exercise  snoa 
a  power. 

This  body  is  invested  with  lugh  and  rei^ 
Bible  powers,  of  a  le^alative^  and  executive, 
and  a  Jndidal  character.  No  person  can 
it  nntu  he  has  attained  a  matore  age.  Oar 
term  of  service  is  longer  than  that  of  any  other 
elective  functionary.  If  Senators  will  have  it 
so,  it  is  the  most  aristocratio  branch  of  onr 
GJovemment  For  what  purpose  did  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  constitution  confer  upon  it  these 
varied  and  important  powers,  and  this  long 
tenure  of  office!  The  answer  is  plain.  It  was 
placed  in  this  secure  and  elevated  poation 
that  it  might  be  above  the  storms' of  faction 
which  so  often  infiune  the  passions  of 
It  never  was  intended  to  be  an  arena  for  politi- 
cal Radiators.  Until  the  second  sesmon  of  tin 
thira  Congress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
closed  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when 
the  eligibility  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the 
body  was  the  subject  under  discussion.  Of  this 
particnlar  practice,  however,  I  cannot  approve. 
I  merely  state  it  to  show  the  intention  of  those 
who  formed  the  constitution.  I  was  informed 
hj  one  of  tlie  most  stateamea  and 
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SeiuitorB  which  this  coontiyhas  ever  prodaced, 
DOW  no  more,  (the  Late  Mr.  King)  that  for  some 
jears  after  the  Federal  Government  commenced 
its  operation,  the  debates  of  the  Senate  resem- 
bled conversations  rather  than  speeches,  and 
that  it  originated  but  few  l^^ialatire  measures. 
Senators  were  then  critics  rather  than  authors 
in  legislation.  Whether  its  gt^  in  eloqnenoe, 
nuM  it  has  beccnne  a  popniar  assembly,  ana 
dnce  tlie  soond  of  thnnaering  applause  has 
been  heard  in  oor  gaDeries  at  t£e  denunciation 
of  the  President  his  been  an  equivalent  for  its 
loM  in  true  dignity,  may  well  be  doubted.  To 
^ve  thb  body  its  just  influence  with'  the 
people,  it  ought  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as 
pos^ble  from  angry  political  discussions.  In 
ihe  performance  of  our  executive  duties — in 
the  raUfication  of  treaties  and  in  the  oonfirma- 
tion  of  nominations — the  coustitutioQ  has  con- 
necied  us  with  the  Executive.  The  efficient 
and  sucoessfol  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment, therefore,  requires  that  we  should  move 
on  together  in  as  much  harmony  as  may  be 
oCHisistent  with  the  independent  exercise  of  our 
respective  ftmctions. 

Ba^  above  all,  we  should  be  the  most  cau- 
tions m  gnarding  our  Judicial  character  fh>m 
■ospicioD.  We  constitute  the  high  court  of  im- 
peachment of  this  nation,  before  which  every 
officer  of  the  Government  may  be  amugned. 
To  this  tribunal  is  committed  tiie  character  of 
v,eiL,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives.  We  should  be  the  rock,  standing  in 
the  midst  of  the  ocean,  for  the  purpose  of  af- 
fording a  shelter  to  the  ^thfal  officer  from 
QDjiut  persecution,  against  which  the  billows 
might  dash  themselves  in  run.  Whilst  we  are 
'  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  we  should  be  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  well.  We  should  never  volun- 
tarily perform  any  act  which  might  pn^adice 
onr  Judgment,  or  render  us  suspected  as  a  Judi- 
cial tribunal.  More  espedally,  when  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  the 
bar  of  pnbltc  opinton,  for  offences  which  might 
int^ect  him  to  an  impeachment,  we  should  re- 
main, not  only  chaste,  but  unsuspected.  Better, 
infinitely  better,  would  it  be  for  ns  not  to  man- 
ifest our  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which  we 
were  morally  obtain  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  would  not  prefer  before  ns  articles  of  im- 
peachment,' than  to  reach  the  object  of  our  dis- 
^iprobation  by  a  usurpation  of  their  rights.  It 
ift  true  that,  when  the  Senate  passed  the  resoln- 
tiw  condemning  the  President,  a  minority  in 
£be  HoDse  were  ofta  different  opinion.  But  the 
next  elections  might  bave  changed  that  mt^or- 
itj  into  a  minority.  The  House  might  then 
have  voted  articles  of  impeacbmeut  against  the 
Freddent.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  pray 
yoQ  to  consider  in  what  a  condition  the  Scoiate 
voold  have  been  placed.  They  had  already 
prqudged  the  case,  ^ey  had  already  con- 
Tkted  the  Pre^dent,  and  denounced  him  to  the 
wwld  as  a  violi^r  of  the  constitution.  In  crim- 
inal prosecntions,  even  agidnst  the  greatest  mal- 
cActor,  if  a  juror  has  pr^odged  uie  cause,  be 


cannot  enter  the  jury-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  itself  wholly  incompetent,  in  this  case, 
to  perform  its  highest  judicid  functions.  The 
trial  of  the  President,  had  articles  of  impeach- 
ment been  preferred  against  him,  would,  have 
been  but  a  solemn  mockery  of  Justice. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
careftilly  provided  t^inst  sach  an  enormous 
evilf  hf  deolaring  that  "the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives shall  have  the  sole  power  of  im- 
peachment," and  "the  Senate  uiall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments."  UntU 
the  accused  is  brought  before  us  by  the  Hons^ 
it  is  a  manifest  violation  of  onr  solemn  duly  to 
condemn  him  by  a  resolution. 

If  a  court  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  without 
any  indictment  having  been  found  by  a  grand 
Jury,  without  having  given  the  defendant  notice 
to  appear,  without  having  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  cross-examining  the  witnesses 
against  him,  and  making  his  defenocj  should 
resolve  that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  cnme,  and 
place  this  conviction  upon  their  records,  all 
mankiod  would  exclaim  against  tiie  ininstico 
and  unconstitutionalitrr  of  the  act  Wnerein 
consists  the  difference  between  this  case  and 
the  condemnation  of  the  President?  In  noth- 
ing, except  that  such  a  conviction  by  the  Sen- 
ate, on  account  of  its  exalted  character,  would 
fall  with  tenfold  foroe  upon  its  object.  I  have 
often  been  astonished,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tended wid  well-deserved  popularity  of  General 
Jackson,  that  the  moral  influence  of  this  con- 
demnati(m  by  the  Senate  had  not  crushed  him. 
With  what  tremendous  effect  might  this  as- 
sumed power  of  the  Senate  be  used  to  blast  the 
reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fall  under  its 
displeasure.  The  preced<rat  is  extronely  dan- 
govus,  and  the  American  pe(^e  have  wisely 
determined  to  blot  it  out  forever. 

It  is  painftil  to  reflect  what  might  have  been 
the  condition  of  the  country,  i^  at  the  inauspi- 
cious moment  of  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
against  the  Prendent,  its  interests  and  its  honor 
had  rendered  it  necessary  to  engage  in  a  foreign 
war.  The  fekrful  consequences  of  such  a  con- 
dition, at  such  a  moment,  must  strike  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  then  have  confided 
to  the  President  the  necessary  power  to  defend 
the  countiy  ?  Where  could  the  sinews  of  war 
have  been  found  f  In  what  cmidition  was  this 
body  at  that  moment  to  act  upon  an  important 
treiiy  negotiated  by  the  President,  or  upon  any 
of  his  nominations?  But  I  forbear  to  enla^ 
upon  this  topic. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  last  point  in  this 
discQ^on.  Do  the  Senate  possess  the  power, 
under  the  constitution,  of  expunging  the  reso- 
lution of  lisreh,  1884,  from  their  journals,  in 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri t  (Mr.  Benton.)  I  dieerfnlly  admit  that 
we  must  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the 
constitution ;  for  we  can  never  redress  one  vio- 
lation of  that  instrument  by  committing  an- 
other. Before  I  proceed  to  this  branch  of  the 
sal^eeti  I  shaU  pot  mys^  ri^^t  by  a  brief  his- 
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torical  reminiscence.  I  entered  the  Senate  in 
December,  1884,  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the 
people,  withont  the  slightest  feeling  of  hostility 
against  mj  Senator  on  this  floor.  I  then 
thought  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Hissoari  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  ex- 
punge. Althongh  I  was  anxious  to  record,  in 
strong  tsrms,  my  entire  disapprobation  of  the 
resolution  of  March,  1834,  jet  I  was  willing  to 
accomplish  this  object  withont  doing  more  vio- 
lence to  the  feelings  of  xaj  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  justify 
the  President.  Actoated  by  these  friendly 
motives,  I  exerted  all  my  Utde  inflaence  with 
the  Senator  from  Hissoari,  to  induce  him  to 
abandon  the  word  exmrnge^  and  snbstitnte  srane 
others  in  its  place.  1  knew  that  this  word  was 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  Senators  who  had 
TOted  for  the  former  resolution.  Other  friends 
of  his  also  exerted  their  influence ;  and  at  length 
his  kindly  feeling  prevailed,  and  he  consented 
to  abandon  that  word,  although  it  was  peoa- 
liarly  dear  to  him.  I  speak  from  my  own 
knowledge.  "  All  which  I  saw,  and  part  of 
which  I  was." 

The  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
came  before  the  Senate  oh  the  8d  of  March, 
1886.  Under  it  the  resolution  of  March,  1834, 
was  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jour- 
nal," for  reasons  appearing  on  its  face,  which  I 
need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  'Wmm)  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  striking 
out  the  order  to  expunge  with  the  reasons  for 
it,  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the  words  "  re- 
scinded, reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to  be 
null  and  void."  Some  difference  of  opinion 
th&a  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion as  to  the  words  which  should  be  substi- 
tuted in  place  of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the 
purpose  of  leaving  this  question  perfectly  open, 
you,  nr,  (Mr.  Exng,  of  Alabama,  was  in  the 
ohair,)  tiien  moved  to  amend  the  ori^nal  mo- 
tion cf  Hr.  Bkhton,  by  striking  ont  the  words 
"ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  jonmal  of 
the  Senate,"  This  motion  prevaUed,  on  the 
ayes  and  noes,  by  a  vote  89  to  7 ;  and  amongst 
the  ayes  the  same  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
is  recorded.  The  resolution  was  thus  left  a 
blank,  in  its  most  essential  feature,  rea^  to  be 
'filled  up  as  the  Senate  might  direct,  "uie  era 
of  gooa  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had 
commenced.  It  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  bow- 
ever,  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusettfi,  (Mr. 
WBBflTKE.)  Whilst  the  resolution  was  still  in 
blank,  he  rose  in  his  place,  and  procltumed  the 
triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike 
out  the  word  espunge^  and  then  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table,  declaring  that  be 
would  neither  withdraw  his  motion  for  friend 
nor  foe.  This  motion  precluded  all  amendment 
and  tSX  debate.  It  prev^Ied  by  a  party  vote ; 
and  thus  we  were  left  with  our  resolution  a 
blank.  Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
Senators  in  opnosition  received  our  adTanoea 
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strength  and  our  weakness.  Had  the  Semtor 
from  Massachusetts  snffered  us  to  proceed  but 
for  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  flu 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  have 
assumed  a  distinct  form,  and  they  would  never 
afterwards  have  heard  of  the  word  expangt. 
We  should  have  been  content  with  the  words 
*'  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and  declared  to 
be  null  and  void."  Bat  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  on  that  oocasion, 
and  that  of  the  party  with  which  he  acted, 
roused  the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  tl» 
administration  on  this  floor.  We  then  deter- 
mined that  the  word  «^wnge  should  never 
agdn  be  surrendered. 

The  Senator  frtmi  E^tncky  lias  introduced 
a  precedent  from  tiie  proceedings  of  the  Honw 
of  Bepresentatives  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  ms- 
pose  of  proving  that  we  have  no  right  to  aaopt 
this  resolation.  To  this  I  can  have  no  posdble 
objection.  But  I  can  tell  the  Senator,  if  I  were 
convinced  that  I  had  voted  wrong  when  com- 
paratively a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago, 
the  fear  of  being  termed  inconsistent  would  not 
now  deter  me  from  voting  right  upon  the  same 
question.  I  do  not,  however,  repent  of  my 
vote  upon  that  occasion.  I  would  now  vote  in 
the  same  manner,  under  similar  circumstances. 
I  should  not  vote  to  expunge,  under  any  dr- 
cumstanoes,  any  proceeding  from  the  joumala, 
by  obliterating  the  record.  If  I  do  not  prove, 
before  I  ttdie  my  seat^  that  the  case  in  theXegis* 
lature  of  Pennsylvania  was  essentially  different 
from  that  now  before  the  Senate,  I  shall  agree 
to  be  proclaimed  inconsistent  and  time-serving. 

It  was  my  eettied  conviction,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  that 
the  Senate  had  no  power  to  obliterate  their  ■ 
joum^.  This  was  shaken,  but  not  removed, 
by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
(Ifr.  PoBTBB,)  who  confessedly  made  the  ablot 
speech  on  the  other  side  <rf  the  question.  The 
constitution  declares  that  "each  House  shaU 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts 
as  may  in  thdr  Judgment  require  secrecy." 
What  was  the  portion  which  that  Senator  thai 
attempted  to  mMntain  !  In  order  to  prove  lhat 
we  bad  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our 
joumala,  he  thought  it  necessary  to  contend 
that  the  word  "  keep,"  as  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, means  both  to  record  and  to  preserve. 
This  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  b^ing  of 
the  question. 

I  shall  attempt  no  deflni|^n  of  the  word 
"  keep."  At  least  since  the  days  of  Plato,  we 
know  that  definitions  have  been  dangerous. 
Yet  I  think  tiiat  the  meamng  of  this  word,  as 
applied  to  tiie  subject-matter,  is  bo  pl(^  tiiat 
M  who  runs  may  read.  IS  I  direct  my  sgo^ 
to  keep  a  journal  of  his  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lish the  same,  my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  he 
^iidl  write  these  proceedings  down  from  day  to 
day,  and  publish  what  he  has  written,  for  gen- 
eral information.  After  he  has  obeyed  my 
oommanda,  after  he  has  ke|it  his  Jonnial,  ana 
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poblifihed  it  to  the  world,  he  has  executed  the 
eswntial  part  of  the  trust  confided  to  him. 
What  maj  become  of  this  original  manuscript 
journal  afterwards,  is  a  matter  of  total  indiffer- 
ence. So  in  regard  to  the  manoaoript  jonmals 
of  either  House  of  Congress;  after  more  than  a 
tboosand  oopies  have  Men  printed  and  pnb- 
Med,  and  distribnted  over  the  Union,  it  is 
matter  of  not  the  least  importance  what  dispo- 
rition  may  be  made  of  them.  They  have  an- 
swered their  purpose,  and,  in  my  practical 
Tiew,  become  useless.  If  they  were  burnt,  or 
otherwise  destroyed,  it  would  not  be  an  event 
of  the  slightest  public  oonseqnenoe.  Quch 
in^fferenco  has  prevailed  npon  this  subject,  that 
Otese  jonmals  have  been  considered,  in  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives,  as  bo  mnch  waste 
paper,  and,  during  a  period  of  thirty-four  years 
after  the  orvanization  of  the  Government,  they 
were  actu^y  tlestroyed.  From  this  cironm- 
Btance,  no  publio  or  private  inconvenience  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  sustained;  becaase  our 
printed  jouroala  are  received  in  evidence  in  all 
ooorts  <tt  justice,  in  the  same  nuumer  as  if  the 
mimuls  were  prodnced.  * 

The  Senator  from  Lmdriana  has  discovered 
that  to  **keep"  means  both  '*to  record"  and 
"  to  preserve.''   But  can  you  pve  this,  or  any 
other  word  in  the  EngliMi  language,  two  dis- 
tinct and  independent  meanings  at  the  same 
time,  as  applied  to  the  same  subject  ?   I  think 
sot.   From  the  imperfection  of  human  lan- 
guage, from  the  impossibility  of  having  appro- 
priate words  to  express  every  idea,  the  same 
word,  as  applied  to  difibrent  subjects,  has  a 
variety  of  significations.   As  applied  to  any 
QDe  subject,  it  cannot,  at  the  same  time,  convey 
tvo  distdn(^  meanings.   In  the  constitution  it 
mast  mean  ^thw"  to  write  down,"  or  **  to  pre- 
serve.** It  cannot  have  boUirignffloations.  Let 
Soutors^  then,  take  their  ohdce.  If  it  signi^es 
"to  write  down,"  as  it  nnqneBtionably  does, 
what  becomes  or  the  constitntionat  injunction 
to  pres^e?   The  truth  is,  that  the  constitu- 
tion has  not  provided  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  maniucript  joomal,  after  it  has  served  the 
poposes  for  which  it  was  called  into  existence. 
When  it  has  been  published  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  for  whose  use  it  was  ordered  to 
be  kept,  after  it  has  thus  been  perpetuated,  and 
they  have  been  ftimished  with  uie  means  of 
jndjging  of  Uie  publio  condnct  of  their  public 
servants,  it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  the  least 
fanportanoe.   Whether  it  be  thrown  into  the 
garret  of  the  Oapitol,  with  other  useless  lumber, 
or  be  destroyed,  is  a  matter  of  no  pablio  inter- 
est  It  has  probably  never  once  been  referred 
to  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  If  it 
dioald  ever  be  determined  to  be  a  violation  of  : 
the  constitution  to  obliterate  or  destroy  this 
numtscript  journal,  it  must  be  upon  different 
principles  firom  those  which  have  been  urged  in 
tlna  debate.  Ky  own  impression  is,  that,  as  the 
tntmrs  of  the  oonstatntion  have  directed  us  to 
keep  a  journal,  a  constmctive  duty  may  be  im- 
pfied  mnn  tiiiB  command,  whtdi  would  forbid 


us  to  obliterate  or  destroy  it  Under  this  im- 
pression, I  should  vote,  as  I  did  twenty  years 
ago,  in  tlie  Legislature  of  Pennsylvf^ia,  against 
any  proposition  actually  to  expunge  any  part 
of  the  journal.  But,  waiving  this  unprofitable 
discusrion,  let  us  proceed  to  the  real  point  in 
controversy. 

Is  any  such  proceeding  as  that  of  actually 
expunging  the  Jonmal  proposed  by  the  resoln- 
tiott  mf  the  Senator  from  Hisaouri?  I  answer, 
no  such  thing.  If  the  constitution  had,  in  ex- 
press terms,  Erected  us  to  record  and  to  pre* 
serve  a  journal  of  our  u-oceedings,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  resolution  "ow  before  qs,  whidi 
would  be  inconsistent  with  snch  a  provision. 

Is  the  drawing  of  a  black  line  around  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  March,  18S4,  to 
obliterate  or  to  deface  iti  On  the  contrary,  is 
it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicuous — to  place 
it  in  bold  relief— to  give  it  a  prominence  in  the 
publio  view  beyond  any  other  proceeding  of 
this  body  in  past,  and,  I  trost,  in  all  future 
time  ?  If  the  argument  of  Senators  were,  not 
that  we  have  no  power  to  oUiterate,  hnt  that 
the  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  of  the  jonmal  more  conHplcnoua  than 
another,  it  womd  have  had  much  greater  force. 
Why,  sir,  by  means  of  this  very  proceeding, 
that  portion  of  our  journal  upon  which  it  oper- 
ates will  be  rescued  from  a  slumber  which 
wonld  otherwise  have  been  eternal,  and  foe 
similes  of  the  orif^al  resolution,  without  a 
word  or  a  letter  defaced,  will  be  circnlated  over 
the  whole  Union. 

But, '  sir,  this  resolution  also  directs  that 
across  the  face  of  the  condemnatory  resolution 
there  shall  be  written  by  the  Secretary,  "  Ex- 
punged by  order  of  the  Senate,  this  day 

of  ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837." 

"fflll  tus  obliterate  any  part  of  the  ori^nal 
resolation  ?  If  it  does,  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary will  be  performed  In  a  very  bungling  man- 
ner. No  such  thing  is  intended.  It  would  be 
easry  to  remove  every  scruple  from  every  mind 
upon  this  subject,  by  am«iding  the  resolntion 
of  the  Senator  from  Miasonri,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Secretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  such  a  maimer 
as  not  to  obliterate  any  part  of  the  condemna- 
tory resolution.  Snch  a  direction,  however, 
appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  annece^ary.  The 
nature  of  the  whole  proceeding  is  very  plain. 
We  now  adopt  a  resolution  enrressing  our 
strong  reprobation  of  the  originiu  resolation ; 
and  for  this  purpose  we  use  the  word  "ex- 
punged," as  the  strongest  term  which  we  can 
app&.  We  ihen  direct  our  Secretary  to  draw 
black  lines  around  it,  and  place  snch  a  reference 
to  onr  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its  face, 
that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect 
this  portion  of  our  journal,  will  be  pointed  at 
once  to  the  record  of  its  condemnation.  What 
lawyer  has  not  observed  upon  the  margin  of 
the  judgment  docket,  if  the  original  judgment 
has  been  removed  to  a  superior  court,  and  there 
reversed,  a  minute  of  such  reversal?  In  our 
editions  of  the  statutes,  have  we  not  all  noted 
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tiie  repeal  of  any  of  th^m  which  may  have 
taken  place  at  a  anbseqnent  period  t  Who  erer 
beard  in  th,e  one  case  or  in  the  other,  tiiat  this 
was  obliterating  or  destroying;  the  record  or 
the  book  ?  So,  in  this  case,  we  make  a  mere 
reference  to  onr  future  proceeding  npon  the 
face  of  the  resolution,  instead  of  the  margin. 
Suppose  we  should  only  repeal  the  obnoxious 
resolution,  and  direct  such  a  reference  to  be 
made  upon  its  face:  would  any  Senator  con- 
tend that  this  would  be  an  obliteration  of  the 
journal ! 

But  it  has  been  umtended  that  the  word 
mpungt  is  not  the  a^ropriate  word ;  and  we 
have  wrested  it  from  its  true  signification,  in 
Wplying  it  to  the  preeent  ease.  Even  if  this 
allwition  were  conect,  the  answer  voold  be 
at  band.  Yon  might  then  convict  us  of  bad 
taste,  bat  not  of  a  violation  of  the  oongtitotion. 
On  the  face  of  the  resolution  we  have  stated 
distinctly  what  we  mean.  We  have  directed 
the  Secretary  in  what  manner  he  shall  under- 
stand' it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  idea  that  it 
is  our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  desb^y  the 
joumaL 

But  I  shall  contend  that  the  word  expunge  is 
the  appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not 
another  in  the  English  language  so  precisely 
adapted  to  convey  onr  meaning.  I  shall  show 
from  the  highest  literary  and  parliamentary 
authorities,  that  this  wora  has  acquired  a  sig- 
nification entirely  distinct  from  that  of  actual 
oblitersUon.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to 
this  task.  After  dting  mj  antiioritiea.  I  shall 
proceed  with  the  argnment.  First,  then,  for 
those  of  a  Uteraiy  character.  I  read  from 
Crabbe's  Synonymes,  page  140;  and  every  Sen- 
ator will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  established 
repntatton.  In  speaking  of  the  use  of  the  word 
"  expunge,"  the  au^or  says :  *'  When  the  con- 
tents of  a  book  are  in  part  rejected,  they  are 
aptly  described  as  being  expunged ;  in  this 
manner  the  free-thinking  sects  expunge  every 
thing  from  the  Bible  which  does  not  salt  their 

Snrpose,  or  they  expunge  from  their  creed  what 
i)»  not  bumOT  their  paadons.**  The  idea  that 
an  actoal  obliteration  was  intended  in  these 
cases  wonld  be  manifestly  ftbsnrd.  In  the  same 
page  there  is  a  qnotati<m  from  Ifr.  Bnrke,  to 
Qlastrate  the  meaning  of  this  word.  *'I  be- 
Keve,"  says  he,  "  that  any  person  who  was  of 
age  to  take  a  part  in  public  concerns  forty 
years  ago  (if  the  intermediate  space  were  ex- 
punged from  his  memory)  oould  hardly  credit 
his  senses  when  be  i^onld  bear  that  an  army 
of  two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in 
this  island."  I  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jefferson  as 
a  literary  authority.  He  has  often  been  re- 
ferred to  on  this  floor  as  a  standard  in  politics. 
For  this  high  aathority,  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  QSr.  Niobolas.)  In  the 
original  draught  of  the  dedaration  of  Independ- 
ence he  Qses  the  word  "  ezpimge"  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  "Such  has  been  Ihe  patient 
mflBsrance  of  these  oidoniee ;  and  aach  u  now 
the  neoeadt^  whioh  oonstrafiuithem  to  dkpnnge 
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dieir  former  OTstents  of  Government"  Al- 
though the  word  "  alter  "  was  afterwards  substi- 
tuted for  expunge,  I  presnme  upon  the  ground 
that  this  was  too  strong  a  term,  yet  the  change 
does  not  detract  from  the  literary  aathority  <« 
the  precedent. — Jeffmor?»  Ctprr«ipoiu2m«a,  So. 
\»t  vol.,  page  17. 

I  presume  that  I  have  shown  that  the  word 
"  expunge  "  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphori- 
cal meaning  in  our  literature,  which  excludes 
the  idea  of  actual  obliteration.  If  I  should  pro- 
ceed one  step  ftirther,  and  prove  that,  in  lej^ 
lative  proceedings,  it  has  acquired  the  very 
same  signification,  I  shall  then  have  fhlly  estab- 
lish^ my  podtion.  For  this  purpose  I  dte, 
first  "  the  Secret  Proceedings  and  Debates  of 
the  Federal  Oonvention."  In  page  118  we  find 
the  following  entries :  "  On  motion  to  ezponge 
the  daose  of  the  qnalificalaon  as  to  age,  it  was 
carried — ten  States  agfdnst  one.y  Again :  "  On 
the  clause  respecting  uie  ineligibility  to  any  other 
office.  It  was  moved  that  the  words  *  by  any  par- 
ticular State  *  be  expunged— -four  States  for,  five 
agdnst,  and  two  divided."  So,  page  119: 
"  The  last  blank  was  filled  up  with  one  year, 
and  carried — ^ht  ayes,  two  noes,  one  divided." 

"  Mr.  Pinckney  moved  to  expunge  the  clause 
— agreed  to,  nem.  eon."  Agam :  "  Mr.  Butler 
moved  to  expunge  the  clause  of  the  stipends — 
lost:  seven  agtdnst,  three  fw,  one  divided." 
Again,  in  page  167:  "Ur.  linckney  moved- 
that  that  put  of  the  clause  which  ^sqnalifies  a 
person  from  holding  an  office  in  the  State  be 
expunged,  because  the  first  and  1>est  characters 
in  a  State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in 
the  national  conncLL" 

"  Question  pat  to  strike  out  the  words  moved 
for,  and  carried — eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thoB  be  perceived  that  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  very  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  under  which  we  are  cow  governed, 
the*  word  '*  expunge  "  was  often  nse<l  in  its  fig- 
urative sense.  It  will  certainly  not  be  asserted, 
or  even  intimated,  by  any  Senator  here,  that 
when  these  motions  to  expunge  prevuled,  the 
words  of  the  origmal  dnn^ht  of  the  oonstitor 
tion  were  actually  obliterated  or  defaced.  Tho 
meaning  is  palpable.  These  provisions  were 
merely  r^eoted ;  not  actually  blotted  ont  But 
I  shall  now  produce  a  precedent  precisely  in 
point  It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  Senate  of  Massachnsetta,  and  refers  to  the 
famous  resolution  of  that  body  adopted  on  the 
16th  day  of  June,  1818,  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  British  vessel  Peacock ;  denouncing 
the  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  was  not  be- 
coming in  a  moral  and  rdi^ons  people  to  ex- 
press any  approbation  of  military  or  naval  ex- 
ploits whicn  were  not  immediately  connected 
with  the  defence  of  onr  seaooast  Some  ten 
years  afterwards,  a  saooeeding  Senate  of  Maa- 
sachusetts  adopted  the  following  resdntioii : 

"Suolved,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve  at  tbe 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1818,  and  the  pieunUe 
thereof^  be^  and  the  same  aie  herdtty,  expm^ed  from 
tiw  Jonnals  of  tiie  Smata" 

Digitized  by  Google 


ABBIPaMEMT  OP  THB 


DBBATK8  OV  GONaBBSS. 


JUauABT,  18S7.] 

It  IB  ulf-erident  thaL  in  tliis  case,  not  the 
kist  iuteati<ui  existed  of  defiacing  the  old  man- 
woript  jonnud.  The  word  "ezponge"  waa 
wed  in  its  figurative  dguifiAtifm,  Jost  as  it  is 
in  the  ease  before  na^  to  ezpreae  the  strongest 
rqsolMtion  of  the  fonner  proceeding.  That 
]m>cf«ding  was  to  be  expunged  solely  by  force 
of  the  snbseqneDt  resolation,  and  not  by  any 
sctaal  obliteration.  There  never  was  any  actual 
oUiteration  of  the  journal. 

JodgiDgf  then,  £roni  the  highest  English  aa- 
tboritiea^  from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors 
std  statesmen,  and  from  the  proceedinffs  of  leg- 
idatiye  bodies,  is  it  not  evident  that  the  word 
"expunge"  has  acquired  a  distinct  meaning, 
dtogetber  inocmnstent  with  any  actoal  ohliter- 
ition? 

All  that  we  have  heard  abont  defining  and 
destroying  the  Joamal  are  mere  phantoms, 
vMch  bare  been  coqjnred  up  to  terrify  the 
tinud.  We  intend  no  snob  tiling.  We  only 
meaa,  moat  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  resolution  ought  never 
to  have  found  a  place  on  the  journal  If  more 
anthorities  were  wanted,  I  might  refer  to  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia.  The  present  expung- 
ing resolation  is  in  exact  conformity  with  their 
instructions  to  their  Senators.  As  a  matter  of 
taste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire  their 
plan,  thotigh  I  entertain  no  doubt  ttiat  it  is 
perfectly  constitntional.  That  State  is  highly 
Iltersry ;  and  I  think  I  have  established  that 
[!ieir  J^egislatore,  when  they  used  the  word 
"  expanse,"  without  intaidinv  thereby  to  effect 
la  actual  oUiteratiffli  of  the  Jonmal,  justly  ap- 
preciated the  meaning  of  the  liuiguage  which 
they  employed. 

The  word  *'  expunge"  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  one  Trhich  we  coold  have  nsed,  clearly  and 
Ibrcibly  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  i^ven  if  it 
had  not  been  sanctioned  by  practice  as  a  parlia- 
mentary word,  we  onght  ourselves  to  have  f  rst 
estabUshed  the  precedent  It  suits  tlie  case 
precisely.  If  you  rescind,  reverse,  or  repeal,  a 
resolntioEi,  you  thereby  admit  that  it  once  had 
anne  constitntional  or  legal  anthority.  If  you 
dedare  it  to  Imve  been  null  and  void  from  the 
beginningt  tlus  ia  but  the  expression  of  your 
own  opimon  that  snoh  was  the  &ct.  This  word 
«  e^Hmge  "  acta  upon  the  resolutdon  itsd£  It 
at  once  goes  to  its  origin,  tmd  destnm  its  legal 
existence,  as  if  It  bad  never  been.  It  does  not 
merely  kill,  but  it  annihilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  mean- 
ing of  several  other  words  from  their  primitive 
B^iification,  in  a  umilar  manner  with  that  of  the 
word  "  expunge."  The  ori^nal  signification  of 
the  word  rescind  is  '*  to  out  off."  Usage  has 
made  it  mean,  in  reference  to  a  law  or  resolu- 
tion, to  abrogate  or  repeal  it.  We  every  day 
Imat  motions  "to  strike  out.'*  What  is  tiie 
literal  meaning  of  this  expression  ?  The  ques- 
tion may  be  b^  answered  by  asking  another. 
U  I  were  to  request  you  to  strike  out  a  line 
from  yotor  letter,  and  you  were  willing  to  com- 
ply witii  my^paj(o^  what  would  be  your  con- 
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duct?  Yon  would  run  your  pen  throng  it 
immediately.  Ton  would  literally  strike  it  oat 
Yet,  what  use  do  we  mate  of  this  phrase  eveiy 
day  in  our  legislative  proceedings  i  If  I  make 
a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bilL  and 
it  prevuls,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  {ninted 
copy  of  it  in  black  lines,  and  makes  a  note  on 
the  margin  that  it  has  been  stricken  oat  The 
ori^al  he  never  touches.  Why,  then,  should 
not  the  word  "  expunge,"  without  obliterating 
the  proceeding  to  which  it  is  directed,  signify- 
to  destroy,  as  if  it  never  had  existed  ? 

After  all  that'has  been  sfud,  I  think  I  need 
scarcely  again  recur  to  the  Fennsylvania  pre- 
cedent It  ia  evident,  from  the  whole  of  that 
proceeding,  that  an  actual  expunging  of  the  jour- 
nal was  intended,  if  it  had  not  already  heen 
executed.  ^  I  have  no  recoUeditHi  whatever  of 
the  cironmstances,  but  I  am  nnder  a  pNfect 
conviction,  from  the  &oe  of  the  journal,  that 
Buoh  was  the  nature  of  the  case.  I  ahould  vote 
now  as  I  did  then,  after  a  period  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  Both  my  vote,  and  the  motion 
wliich  I  sabaequently  made  upon  that  occasion, 
evidently  proceeded  upon  this  principle.  The 
question  arose  in  this  manner,  as  it  appears 
from  the  journal :  On  the  10th  of  February, 
1816,  "The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
a  constitutional  question  being  involved  in  a 
decision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  ex- 
punge certmn  proceedings  from  the  journal,  he 
was  desirous  of  having  the  opinion  of  the  House 
on  that  decision,"  viz :  that  a  majority  can 
expunge  from  the  joamal  proceedings  in  wfaidi 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  coiled."  Now, 
as  no  trace  whiUever  appears  upon  the  journal 
of  the  preceding  day  of  the  motion  to  which  the 
Speaker  refers,  it  is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is 
almost  certain,  tiiat  the  proceedings  had  been 
actually  expunged  before  he  asked  the  advice 
of  the  House. 

Ko  man  feels  with  more  sensibility  the  neces- 
sity which  compels  him  to  perform  an  unkind 
act  towards  his  brother  Senators  than  myself; 
bat  we  have  now  arrived  at  that  point  when 
imperious  duty  demands  that  we  should  either 
adopt  this  expnnging  resolution  or  abandon  it 
forever.  Already  much  precious  time  has  been 
employed  in  its  discusuon.  The  moment  has 
arrived  when  we  must  act  Senators  in  the 
oppoution  orasole  themsdves  with  the  bctief 
that  posterity  will  do  them  justice,  should  it  be 
denied  to  them  by  tiie  present  generation. 
They  plaoe  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale, 
and  ours  in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves 
with  the  hope  that  before  that  tribunal,  at 
least,  their  weight  will  preponderate.  For  my 
own  part,  I  am  willing  to  abide  the  issue.  I 
am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  to-day,  not  only  by  the  present  but 
by  future  generations,  should  my  obscure  name 
ever  be  mentioned  in  after  times.  After  the 
passions  and  prejudices  of  the  present  moment 
shall  have  subsided,  and  the  impartial  historian 
shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  di^,  he  will 
say  that  the  disbngnished  men  who  passed  the 
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resolntion  eondanning  the  Preddent  were 
nrg^  on  to  tiie  act  bj  a  desire  to  occnpy  the 
high  places  in  the  Government ;  that  an  ambi- 
tion, noble  in  itself,  bat  not  wisely  regulated,  had 
obscured  their  jadgment,  and  impelled  them  to- 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  unjust,  illegal,  and 
Unconstitutional ;  that,  in  order  to  vindicate 
both  the  constitution  and  the  President,  we 
were  justified  in  passing  this  expunging  resolu- 
tion, and  thus  stamping  the  former  proceeding 
with  our  strongest  disapprobation. 

I  rejoice  in  the  belief  tJbat  thjs  promises  to  be 
one  of  the  last  highly  exciting  questions  of  the 
present  da^.  During  the  period  of  General 
Jackson^s  civil  adminutration,  what  baa  ho  not 
done  for  the  American  people?  Daring  this 
period,  be  has  bad  more  aifficult  and  dangerous 
qae^ons  to  settle,  both  at  home  and  abroad — 
qneatjons  whioh  aroused  more  intensely  the 
pnwnona  of  men — than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
They  are  now  all  happily  ended,  except  the  one 
Tbieh  we  shall  this  day  bring  to  a  close — 

"  And  on  tbe  donds  that  lowered  upon  om  booaCt 
In  tbe  deep  boaom  of  the  ocmc  buried." 

The  conntry  now  ei^oys  abundant  prosperity 
at  home,  whilst  it  is  respected  and  admired  by 
foreign  nations.  Although  the  waves  may  yet 
be  in  some  agitation  from  the  effect  of  the 
storms  through  which  we  have  passed,  yet  I 
think  I  can  perceive  the  rainbow  of  peace  ex- 
teo^g  itself  across  tbe  firmament  of  heaven. 

Bhomd  the  next  administration  pursue  the 
same  course  of  policy  with  tbe  present;  shoold 
it  dispense  equal  justice  to  all  portions  and  to 
all  interests  of  the  Union^  witnont  sacrificing 
any;  shonid  it  be  condnctea  with  prudence  and 
with  firmness,  and  I  doabt  not  but  liiat  this 
will  be  tiie  case,  we  shall  hereafter  etrfoy  com- 
parative peace  and  quiet  in  oar  day.  This  will 
be  the  precious  fruit  of  the  energy,  the  toils, 
and  tbe  wisdom  of  tbe  pilot  who  has  oondacted 
ns  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  tem- 
pestnoos  administration. 

I  am  now  prepared  for  the  qnestion.  I  shall 
vote  for  this  resolution,  but  not  cheerfully.  I 
r^ret  the  necessity  which  exists  for  passing 
it ;  but  X  believe  tiiat  imperious  duty  demands 
its  adoption.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  desire 
to  obtain  a  miserable,  pet^,  personal  trinmpb, 
«itber  for  myself,  or  for  tbe  President  of  the 
XTnited  States,  over  my  associates  upon  this 
floor. 

I  am  now  ready  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus, 
In  tbe  opprobrioos  language  of  Sen^rs  in  the 
oppoffltion,  to  become  one  of  the  executioners 
of  the  condemnatory  resolution. 

When  Mr.  Buchanan  had  taken  his  seat, 
Ur.  Batabd  rose  and  said  that,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of 
expressing  his  opinion  on  the  sabject  now 
under  discussion,  yet  he  should  have  been  un- 
wilUng  at  this  late  hour  to  have  tre^assed  on 
the  time  and  attention  of  tbe  Senate,  had  be 
not  fUt  it  to  be  a  dn^  vhioh  he  owed  to 
fainuelf  and  to  Ids  immediate  oonstitoents  to 
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contend  and  protest  t^^nst  a  measnre  wbioii 
he  believed  to  be  a  violation  of  the  oonstitntitn. 
I  say,  sir,  constittunts,  for,  in  my  theory  of  this 
Government,  we  are  all  the  representatives  <tf 
the  people,  t^oo^  chosen  after  a  different 
maoner.  Every  infraction  of  tbe  oonstitntioo, 
however  unimportant  it  may  appear  in  its  im- 
mediate consequences,  tends  to  diminish  tbe 
general  confidence  in  the  stability  of  onr  Gov- 
ernment and  the  general  attaohment  to  it; 
and  as  toe  people  of  the  State  I  have  tbe  honor 
in  part  to  represent  are  devotedly  attached  to 
that  instnunent,  and  feel  that  their  politioal 
existence  is  incorporated  with  it,  that  in  it  tb«y 
live,  and  mov^  and  have  their  being  as  a  po- 
litical commmu^,  I  si^,  sir,  it  is  a  duty  whwA 
I  owe  to  them  to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of 
my  ability  against  whatever  thus  incidentally 
affects  tiiem.  It  is  a  dafy,  too,  wMch  I  owe  to 
myself,  as  I  have  a  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever affects  the  character  and  honor  of  tUs 
body,  of  which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  npon  to  do?  A 
man  may  do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must  ■ 
take  care  to  have  a  clear  and  precise  idea  of 
the  act  to  be  done.  In  words,  sir,  we  are  call- 
ed upon  to  expunge  from  the  journal  a  certain 
resolution,  but  in  fact  and  in  tmth,  to  falufy  a 
record.  The  same  mind  which  mi^bt  conton- 
plate  the  one  proposition  with  mdifferenoe^ 
would  Fward  the  otiier  with  homNr.  To'a 
mind  reckless  of  consequences,  which  haa  no 
fbture,  which  looks  only  to  tiie  present,  and 
views  every  act  as  an  insulated  event,  having 
no  relation  to  what  has  preceded,  and  no  influ- 
ence on  what 'is  to  follow,  to  expunge  fi-om  a 
Journal  may  seem  a  very  harmless  act  Hot, 
nr,  even  8n<^  a  mind  might  be  brought  to 
revolt  with  disgust  from  the  same  measure, 
when  it  imported  tbe  suppres^on  of  the  truth, 
or  the  assertion  of  a  fidsehood.  The  approaches 
of  crime  are  stealthy  and  mysterious ;  the  as- 
sassin wears  his  mask ;  vice  pays  to  virtue  the 
homage  of  assnming  her  form ;  the  knave  puts 
on  the  clo^  of  religion ;  the  demagogue  be> 
comes  the  Mend  of  tbe  people.  It  becomes, 
then,  my  purpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from 
the  journal  is  to  fidnfy  a  record. 

Let  me  now  draw  tiie  attention  of  the  S«iate 
to  the  terms  ot  tbe  resolution.  It  professes  to 
set  fmih  the  act  to  be  done,  and  tiie  reasons 
for  doing  tt  And  first,  sir,  as  to  the  act  itsel£ 
It  is  described  in  these  terms : 

"Retolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  journal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the 
Sm«tary  of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate 
may  appoint,  slull  bring  (be  manuscript  journal  of 
tbe  sesnoa  of  168S-'4  into  tbe  Senate,  and  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate  draw  black  lines  around  tbe 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in 
strong  letters,  tbe  following  words:  Expunged  by 

order  of  tiie  Senate,  this  day  of  ^iu  the 

year  of  out  Lord  ISSe." 

Nothing  can  be  more  explioit  in  its  terma. 
The  act  to  be  done  is  to  expnnge.  The  'first 
member  of  Uie  sentence  oonv^  the  wbolft 
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idea ;  and  if  the  resolntion  had  stopped  there, 
with  the  simple  aasertioo  that  an  expanction 
dioald  take  place,  there  cannot  be  a  donbt  that 
the  Secretary  woold  have  been  anthorized  to 
blot  oQt  or  ersse  from  the  jonraal  the  objection- 
aUeraaeage.   The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(Hr.  BironANAB)  has  gone  into  a  critical  ezami- 
Bttion  of  the  meaning    the  term  expwige,  and 
has  given  ns  yaiioas  instanoes  of  its  ue  in  a 
neti^horioal  sense,  end  oooolndes  that,  beoanse 
the  word  may  be  used  metapfaorioally,  it  is  In 
Ail  instance  a  harmless  metaphor.   In  all  its 
aWB,  whether  literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imports 
dsstrvetion ;  and  the  beanty  and  force  or  the 
met^ibor  in  every  instance  depends  on  the  pre- 
dse  meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation.  The 
term  txpunge  means  literally  to  wipe  out,  which 
imports  destraction ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  im- 
ports that  something  which  has  an  existence 
shall  cease  to  exist   Whether  the  term  is  at 
any  time  used  literally  or  metaphorically^  will 
depend  on  the  salg'ect  matter  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied.  Thus,  in  some  of  the  instances  ^ven  by 
the  Senator  from  Penn^Wuiia,  as  in  the  one 
**toexpange  our  sins,"  no  donbt  the  word  is 
used  metaphorically ;  bnt  does  not  the  whole 
tonb  and  valoe  of  the  expr«ri(m  depend  on  its 
literal  meaning,  and  import  that  those  sins  shall 
cease  to  have  a  moral  e^stonce  as  reasons  for 
the  Divine  vengeance  ?   And  when  nsed  as  ap- 
l^ioable  to  a  section  of  a  bill,  whic^  is  another 
uatance  given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean 
thst  noh  section  shall  cease  to  have  existence  % 
The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  resolution  pass- 
ed thst  a  section  of  a  bill  shonld  he  expunged, 
the  Secretary  woold  proceed  to  obliterate  it  ? 
I  uswer,  thatfrt>m  the  method  of  our  proceed- 
ings it  ia  not  necessary  for  him  to  erase  every 
word,  beesnae  the  pnipose  is  efffeotually  an- 
swered hy  drawing  Us  blaok  Unes  across  it,  or 
rimi^  writing  npon  its  ftee  the  word  "ex- 
poDged,"  far  in  e^et  it  becomes  so,  by  oeasi^ 
to  have  any  legal  existence ;  and  if  soch  bill 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing, Ae  section  tfans  expunged  would  be  omit- 
tea  in  the  engrosnnent,  as  if  it  had  never  exist- 
ed.   Bat  the  anthority  conferred  upon  him  by 
such  a  resolution  is  literally  to  erase  every 
word  of  the  section.   Such,  also,  is  the  case 
when  the  word  is  used  in  relation  to  a  part  of 
the  joomal,  and  becomes  his  doty  to  blot  ont 
or  obliterate  from  its  face  the  passage  ordered 
to  be  expunged.   Bat  it  is  said  that  me  present 
xwoliition  does  not  contemplate  an  actnal  ex- 
ponetitm  vt  obUtorataon  of  the  passage,  but 
Bmlj  a  ^-{deal  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reeondle  themselTes  to  this  measnre  by  soch  a 
play  npon  words.   A  typical  expunction !  To 
get  rid  of  the  sophistry  at  once,  let  me  ask 
whettiCT  ajonmal  is  not  the  evidence  of  a  fact, 
as,  for  instance,  the  passage  of  a  particular  res- 
dntion,  and  whether  to  expunge  from  the  jour- 
nal that  rcsolotion  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence 
cC  the  fict,  that  such  a  resolution  had  been 
adopted  \       then,  yon  have  the  right  to  ex- 
poge,  and  do  aotoally  declare  that  a  passage 


shall  be  expunged,  does  it  not  for  all  legal  ptir- 
poses  suppress  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  no  mat- 
ter what  the  manner  of  expunction  may  be, 
whether  by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by 
.writing  the  word  " exponged "  over  its  face? 
Gonld  the  Secretary  certify,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  expoDging  rutdntton,  that  snoh  a  passage 
existed  on  the  Jonznal  t  If  he  were  eslled  npon 
to  pnUish  a  new  edition  of  the  joomal,  would 
he  nave  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged  t 
It  ia  in  vain  that  the  assertion  is  made  that  the 
printed  volumes  would  be  evidence  of  the  fact. 
The  printed  volumes  are  only  prima  facie  evi- 
dence, and  admitted  for  convenience,  hut  could 
never  stand  against  a  sworn  ot/py  of  the  joonial. 
There  is,  then,  for  all  the  purposes  for  which 
a  journal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidence  of  a  par- 
ticular transaction,  no  difference  between  an 
actual  and  a  typical  expunction.  That  in  the 
present  instance  no  grave  and  immediate  conse- 
quences  affecting  individual  rights  is  to  follow, 
does  not  alter  the  case.  The  principle  asserted 
in  the  resolution  is,  that  the  right  to  expunge 
exists,  tJie  mode  of  doing  it  is  of  no  oonseqnence ; 
and  I  will  show  presently  that  the  exen^  of 
such  a  power  is  not  only  uooonstitotional,  but 
may  be  attended  with  the  most  important  and 
direct  influence  on  the  personal  rights  of  indi- 
viduals. The  natoral  import  and  ute  necessary 
legal  effect  of  the  phrase  "  expunge  from  the 
journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  fact 
expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  met- 
aphorically. 

Having  thus  ascertuned  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "  expunge  "  and  the  effect  of  any  mode 
of  expunction,  the  question  arisen  whet^icr  the 
Senate  possesses  any  such  power  over  its  jour- 
nal. Has  it  the  right  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  any  particnlar  transaction,  for  the  Joanud  is 
not  only  the  h^best  evidence,  bat  Uie  only 
evidence,  of  the  fiwtf  A  Jonmal  is  a  daily 
record,  as  contradistin^ished  from  a  temporary 
memorandum.  But  it  is  contended  that,  though 
a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  one,  being  of 
value  only  until  it  is  published ;  after  which, 
it  becomes  mere  waste  paper.  Is  ttiia  propo* 
sition  true  ?  For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  this 
particular  case  ia  concerned,  there  is  an  end  of 
the  question.  The  language  of  the  constitution 
is,  that  each  Honso  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its 
proceedings,  and  from  time  to  lime  publish  the 
same."  Besort  has  been  bod  to  the  meiuiing 
of  the  word  "  keep,"  as  importing  preservation, 
to  show  that  the  constitution  contemplated  a 

rirmanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record.  But 
admit  that  the  word  "  keep  "  does  not  neces- 
sarily imply  permanent  prraervation;  it  may 
mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose. 
The  word  "  keep,"  like  every  o&er  wore  in  the 
language,  most  depend  for  its  meaning  on  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  used,  on  the  sobjcct 
matter  to  which  it  is  applied.  Words  are  but 
signs  of  ideas ;  and  it  is  one  of  the  imperfections 
of  language,  that  it  often  expresses  too  much  or 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  it^  use  consists  in  the 
<^ioioe  of  those  terms  wMdi  oonve?  either  the 
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dmple  or  complex  idea  tritli  precision.  A 
word,  too,  mtj  stuid  for  a  whole  sentence,  for 
a  class  of  idean,  as  in  the  familiar  use  of  this 
rerj  one.  Thas,  to  keep  a  horse  may  not 
merely  mean  that  he  is  fed,  and  ourried,  and. 
stabled,  bnt  that  he  is  rode ;  as,  where  the  con- 
versation being  about  the  personal  habit  of  anj 
one  in  relation  to  exercise,  it  should  be  remark- 
ed of  him  he  keeps  a  horse,  the  term  imports 
both  preservation  and  use.  So  in  the  phrase 
*'  keep  a  cow,"  the  use  for  which  she  is  kept 
is  implied,  as  ^  a  housekeeper  were  asked  "  I)o 
you  boy  your  milk?  "  and  should  reply,  "No, 
I  keep  a  oow,"  it  imports  not  only  that  she  is 
fed  and  t^en  oare  of,  bat  that  she  is  milked, 
and  her  milk  consnmed  by  the  family.  So, 
"  kee^  a  carriage  "  does  not  merely  mean  that 
a  carriage  is  locked  np  in  the  house,  but  that  it 
is  used.  "  Keep  house  "  imports  the  burden 
of  hoosehold  duties ;  as  "  keep  tavern  '*  im- 
ports the  duty  of  receiving  and  attending  to 
gneatfl.  There  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the 
phrase  *'  keep  a  journal "  means  to  make  and 
preserve  one.  But  still  the  question  arises  as 
to  the  length  of  that  preservation ;  and  it  is 
eontended  that  the  subsequent  injunction  to 
publish  indicates  at  once  tlie  purpose  and  length 
of  preservation  Is  this  true  t  The  words  ai*e, 
'^keep  and  publish,"  not  "keep  in  order  to 
pnbliui."  But,  waving  all  verbal  oriMoism,  let 
me  remark  that  a  constitution  is  merely  a  col- 
lei^on  of  principles.;  and  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  force  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it  is  neces- 
saiy  to  attend  to  the  object  of  the  provision, 
and  the  principle  connected  with  it.  What, 
then,  ar,  are  the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is 
to  be  kept }  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  them  all, 
bnt  some  of  them,  as  drawn  from  the  constitu- 
tion itsdf ;  and  it  will  then  be  seen  whether 
Such  purposes  are  of  a  temporary  or  of  a  per- 
manent character,  and,  by  coosequenoe,  whether 
the  journal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or 
temporary  record.  In  the  first  place,  it  is  in- 
tended to  record  the  day  on  which  a  bill  has 
been  presented  to  the  I^eddent  for  bis  appro- 
bation, and  the  day  on  which  Congress  a^oum- 
ed;  for  on  these  two  &ot8  may  depend  the 
Tali^ty  of  a  law.  Thus,  ia  the  seventn  section 
of  the  first  artiole  of  the  crastitatifHi,  it  is  pro- 
vided: 

"  Every  bOl  irhlch  dull  have  passed  tiie  House  of 
KepresentatiTes  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  It 
beoomea  &  law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States ;  if  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it;  bat  If 
not,  he  Bhall  return  wilji  Us  ohjectiGns,  to  ^ 
House  in  which'  it  originated,  &c  £r  any  bill  shall 
not  be  returned  by  ^le  Prudent  within  ten  days 
(Sunday  excepted)  after  it  Bhall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress,  by  their 
acUourmnent,  prevent  its  return;  In  vhlcn  case,  it 
shall  not  be  a  law." 

Bere  is  me  perxnanent  purpose^  as  endnring 
as  the  lav  itselt 

la  the  Moond  0aoe,  it  is  intended  to  record 
iha  fiwt  of  memberBhip  in  this  ])odj,  the  genato 
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being  the  Judge,  and  settling  the  questioa  of 
membership  in  cases  of  contested  election,  by 
the  express  provision  of  the  fifth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  constitution.  And  this  wis 
done  in  the  cose  of  the  venerable  and  distin- 
guished Senator  from  Bhode  Island,  (Hr.  Rob- 
bins.)  Has  not  he,  and  has  not  lus  State,  a 
permanent  interest  in  that  decision,  and  in  the 
evidence  by  which  it  is  establi^edt  And  is 
not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evi. 
dence  of  that  fact?  Suppose,  sir,  it  shcmld 
become  expedient  at  any  time  to  expunge  sach 
a  decision,  what  would  become  of  the  rij^to 
of  tiie  Seiutor  from  Bhode  Island,  if  a  compet- 
itor were  to  present  himself  here  for  hiaseat, 
with  fresh  credentials  from  his  State. 

In  the  third  place,  it  is  intoided  to  record 
the  presence  of  a  quorum  at  the  opening  of 
each  session  of  Ooogress,  as  well  as  to  asoertaio 
the  fact  that  Congress  did  assemble  on  the  con- 
stitntional  day  for  its  meeting.  The  joamal 
always  opens  with  a  statement  of  the  names  of 
those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascertain- 
ed tliat  a  quorum  is  present ;  it  is  afterwards 
taken  for  Ranted  that  they  perform  their  dutj, 
and  are  always  present,  unless  the  contrary  is 
made  to  appear.  But  if  it  so  happened  that  no 
quorum  was  present,  or  that  Congress  had  as- 
sembled before  it  had  a  legal  ri|^t  to  do  lo^  As 
laws  passed  under  such  circamstances  woold  bs 
merely  vo|^.  This,  certainly,  is  a  matter  of 
permanent  unportanoe. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  intended  to  record 
the  action  of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its 
members,  as  in  the  instance  of  the  punishment 
of  any  of  tiiem  for  disorderly  behavior.  Sap- 
pose  the  case  of  the  expulsion  of  a  member : 
will  not  the  right  of  the  State  from  whidi  he 
comes  to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of 
expolaion?  And  could  you,  by  expunging  the 
resolution  of  expulsion,  restore  him  to  his  seat? 
And  yet,  if  you  destroy  the  evidence  of  the 
expulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  invalidate  hii 
rights  as  established  by  his  credentialB  when 
he  first  took  his  seat  I  Suppose  he  was  dectea 
for  six  years,  and  yon  expel  him  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  seoond,  and  tiien  eronnge  the  reso- 
lution of  expolsitm,  how  would  it  he  posnble 
to  contest  Ms  right  to  a  seat  for  the  remataung 
four  years  ? 

In  the  fifth  place,  it  is  intended  to  asoertam 
the  fact  of  your  organization  as  a  oourt  of  im- 
peachment, and  the  judgment  passed  on  the 
offender.  That  judgment  may  extend  * 
moval  from  oflBce,  and  a  disqualification  to  hold 
and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  P^^^ 
which  in  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted 
out  of  the  pardoning  power  which  is  given  to 
the  President  in  idl  other  cases. 

In  the  sixth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to 
advert  to^  it  is  intended  to  record  the  votes  of 
memben  on  matters  of  moment,  that  they  vaij 
be  held  to  their  responsibility  for  permtio^ 
measures.  And  boioe  it  Is  expres^  provided, 
in  the  fifth  seoUon  of  the  first  artide,  th^  the 
yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  eithra  House 
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on  SOT  qneetioa  shall,  at  tHe  desire  of  one-fifth 
of  tiiose  preeenl^  be  entered  on  the  joomal." 
Has  not  every  indiTidtul  a  personal  and  perma- 
oent  interest  in  the  record,  for  good  or  for  evil  f 
This  last  porpose  has  reference  to  the  great 
principle  on  which  republican  goTemment  is 
loimded — the  responubilitj  of  the  representa- 
tive to  tus  constitnents.   Trom  a  consideration, 
then,  of  the  pnrposes  for  which  a  journal  is  to' 
be  kept,  it  ia  apparent  that  it  is  intended  to  be 
a  pennanent,  and  not  a  temporary,  record. 
Kone  vi  those  purposes  would  be  effectnally 
answered  hj  the  mere  pabUoadon  of  the  Jonr- 
ud.  They  are  matters  of  ibct,  of  which  the 
jonmal,  I  mean  the  manosoript  joomal,  is  the 
highest  evidence,  and  the  only  evidence  where 
recourse  ia  had  to  it,  for  any  legal  purpose.  To 
uponge  this  record  is  to  destroy  the  evidence 
of  a  fact;  to  falsify  history,  and  verify  the  re- 
mark of  &e  satirical  Frenchman,  that  history 
is  notions  hut  conventional  fables.   Let  me 
add,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  that  the  tttpprei- 
$io  veri  differs  nothing  in  point  of  morality  from 
the  aH^atio/aUi,  and  that  it  would  be  as  hard 
to  m*intj>!n  ^at  you  have  a  right  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  had  ocourred  in 
your  proceedings,  as  to  muntain  that  yon  have 
the  r%ht  to  assert  a  fact  upon  your  Joomal 
vhkh  never  had  any  eziatenee.  Bot  it  has 
beoi  eoatended  by  some,  that,  because  we  have 
the  coirtody  of  the  Joornal,  we  have  the  right 
to  do  with  it  what  we  please.   And  does  cus- 
tody import  the  right  of  destmction  f   Will  it 
he  contended  that  the  Secretary  of  State,  who 
has  tilie  custody  of  your  laws  and  treaties,  and 
erot  of  the  constitution  itself^  has,  (torn  that 
drcumstance,  the  right  to  blot  out  seotions  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  para- 
graphs from  your  conetitotton ;  that  he  has  the 
ri^t  to  mntSate  and  destroy  the  records  of  the 
nation  f  In  considerine  his  right  of  expunction, 
the  question  is  not  whether  the  substance  of 
the  Tesofaition  proposed  to  be  expunged  is  true, 
hat  wheUier  such  a  resolotion  was  adopted; 
that  it  the  point  of  history.  The  e^stence  on 
the  joomal  of  Uie  resolotaon  is  no  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  its  allegation,  but  simply  of  its 
adoption:  and  the  future  historian,  looking 
to  the  whole  transactions  of  the  time,  would 
decide  opon  the  truth  or  error  of  its  allegation, ' 
vithoot  giving  to  it  any  greater  weight  than  is 
dae  to  tiie  mere  expression  of  an  opinion. 
Every  Senator  who  voted  for  the  original  reso- 
Intion  has  a  personal  interest  in  the  record. 

If  it  is  true  that  to  pass  snoh  a  resolution 
was  m^al  and  unconstitutional,  and  a  flagrant 
wrong  doqp  to  the  Preadent  of  the  United 
States,  then  his  friends  should  not  desire  to 
have  it  expnnged,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  pre- 
•erve  it  as  a  monoment  of  reproach  to  those 
Tbo  participated  in  the  measnre.  In  this  view 
of  the  subMC^  it  should  be  preserved  as  a  mat- 
ter of  Bstufactlon  on  the  part  of  his  friends, 
and  of  ^flgrace  and  shame  on  the  part  of  his 
advcTBariea  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
right  etisted  to  paas  the  nKdntiwi,  and  its  al- 
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legation  was  true  in  point  of  fact,  those  who 
suatuned  it  by  their  vote  have  an  interest  in 
the  evidence  of  their  opinion,  while  those  who 
thought  otherwise  have  the  benefit  and  satis" 
•faction  of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent. 
In  neither  view  of  the  case  have  the  Mends  of 
the  President  any  fair  reason  to  desire  that  the 
evidence  of  the  proceeding  should  be  destroyed. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bentoh)  may 
glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occarion ;  the 
Senator  from  Eentooky  (Mr.  Clat)  may  do  the 
same;  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the 
other  of  the  evidence  of  hu  course  in  relation 
to  it^  Those  who  voted  for  tiie  reaolotion 
alone  hazard  any  thing  in  preserviog  tturt  evi- 
dence. If  they  were  wrong,  then  it  is  for  th^ ' 
shame ;  if  they  were  right,  it  is  the  mere  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  ft^m  which  others  might 
rightfully  and  sincerely  difi^er.  If  the  sllega- 
tions  of  the  friends  of  the  President  are  true, 
that  the  adoption  of  that  resolution  was  a  breach 
of  the  constitution,  and  a  most  flagrant  wrong 
to  him,  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  irom  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cut)  should  come 
here  to  ask  us  to  expunge  it,  that  he  mu;ht  con- 
ceal his  participation  in  the  matter  t  Is  it  not 
extraordinary  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
who  takes  great  credit  to  himself  tixe  rerisUng 
the  measure,  should  seek  not  only  to  conceu 
his  own  £^017  in  opposing  it,  bot  the  shame  ci 
his  adversaries  in  supporting  it?  'What  Is  the 

fiurpose  to  be  answered  by  expunging  the  reso- 
ation?  The  fact  that  such  a  resolution  was 
adopted  cannot  now  he  concealed  from  the  eye 
of  history.  The  Journal  is  only  evidence  of 
that  fact,  uid  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allegation 
contained  in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then,  is 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  expunction  ?  I  fear, 
»r,  that  the  fliture  historian,  looking  over  the 
whole  ground  of  the  controversy,  will  say,  from 
the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice,  a 
peaoe-ofiering  at  the  altar  of  executive  power. 
In  this  view,  we  have  all  an  interest  in  the  rec- 
ord of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  for  good  or 
for- evil  report. 

But,  sir,  I  come  now  to  consider  the  reasons 
which  are  offered  for  ttie  adoption  of  this  ex- 
punging resolution.  They  are  set  forth  in  the 
preamble,  and  I  presqme  they  are  the  best  that 
can  be  offered.  They  have  been  weU  weighed 
and  considered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability  <^  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  has  been  taxed  to  the 
nttennost  to  present  the  case  in  the  strongest 
possible  point  of  view.  His  reasons  are  eight 
m  number,  and  the  first  of  them  Is  in  these 
words: 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  irregolaily, 
illegally,  and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Sea- 
ate,  in  violation  of  the  rigiita  of  defence  which  beloog 
to  every  dtizen,  and  ia  Bubveraion  of  the  fundameatu 
principles  of  law  and  justice :  because  Preddent 
Jackson  was  thereby  adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be 
guilty  of  on  !mpea(»able  otteace,  and  a  stigma  pladed 
tq>on  Um  as  a  violator  of  bis  oadi  of  office  and  of  the 
lawBind  constitution,  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defimd,  without       throogh  the  linma 
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of  an  bnpeHdnDeiit,  ind  witlioat  alUnriog  to  him  tlie 
benefits  of  a  trial  or  die  means  of  defence." 

Is  this  tnie  in  point  of  £act  ?  Tlie  proceed- 
ing of  -which  this  reason  professes  to  be  descrip- 
tive was  this:  On  the  28th  day  of  ^rcli, 
1684,  the  Senate,  in  its  usual  course  of  busi- 
ness, adopted  the  following  resolution : 

"  RttoheA,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  execn- 
tive  prooeefUnea  in  relation  to  the  rerenue,  has 
amomed  upon  himself  autliority  and  power  not  con- 
fened  Iff  ue  constitution  and  laws,bat  in  derogation 
ofboth.i' 

Is  this  first  reason,  then, -a  true  description 
of  the  subject  to  which  it  refers  f  If  the  Sen- 
ate had  oi^anized  itself  into  a  court  of  impeach- 
ment, callM  in  the  Chief  Justice  to  preside,  as 
nqaired  \ij  the  oonsUtation,  and  then  proceed- 
ed to  tr7  tiie  Freddent  without  hearing  him, 
and  to  pronounce  Jndgment  upon  him  of  re- 
moval from  offioe,  more  conld  not  have  been 
.aaid ;  no  stronger  language  would  be  required 
to  describe  so  wanton  a  violation  of  constita- 
tional  law.  b  there  no  difference  between  the 
cases  f  Oan  a  stronger  case  of  the  perrersion 
and  abuse  of  language  be  put  than  this,  which 
would  represent  a  simple  resolution  of  a  delib- 
erative assembly,  expressing  merely  an  opinion, 
which  has  no  legEd  effect  whatever  on  the  rights 
of  the  individual,  as  the  Judgment  of  a  court 
which  acts  directly  and  immediately  upon  those 
rights  ?  The  proceeding  referred  to  has  neither 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.  Nor  is 
the  slightest  gaUt  imputed  in  the  opinion  as 
expressed  1^  uie  resolution.  It  states  a  fact, 
« that  the  President  has  aseomed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  oon- 
atitution ; "  but  is  silent  as  to  the  motives  and 
intention  with  which  that  was  accompa- 
nied, the  corrupt  and  wilM  character  of  which 
alone  conld  give  to  the  proceeding  the  attribute 
of  guilt  But  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the 
Senate  had,  losing  sight  of  the  principles  of 
law  and  justice,  formed  itself  into  a  court  of 
impeachment,  and  proceeded,  wlthouta heuing, 
to  pass  Jadgment  on  the  individual:  would  that 
be  a  reason  for  expunging  the  record,  for  sup- 
presdng  the  evidence  of  so  monstrous  a  pro- 
ceeding! On  the  contrary,  rir,  it  should  stand 
as  a  monnment  of  diwraoe  and  dishonor  to  the 
men  who  participated  in  it  Its  le^  effect 
would  be  nothing;  its  moral  influence  would 
recoil  on  their  own  heads,  and  they  should  be 
held  to  that  responsibility  to  public  opinion,  to 
secure  which  it  was  provided  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  should  be  entered  on  the  journal.  In  this 
view  of  the  subject,  the  hollowness  and  fiJlacy 
of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  the  fact 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  the  evidence 
are  not  those  who  advocated,  but  those  who 
opposed  the  resolutiou.  But,  sir,  it  is  the  fate 
of  a  flolse  position  to  imbody  the  principles  of 
its  own  destmotion.  If  this  reason  be  a  true 
description  the  resolntion  of  38th  Harch, 
1884,  and  sufficient  for  its  expunction,  is  it  not 
penrtved  that  tills  very  expun^ng  resolution 


[JAKUABr,  van. 

and  ite  preamble  is  open  to  the  same  oliiMliaa, 
as  pronoimcing  Jnwment  on  tinse  Beutm 
who  supported  l£e  lonner  as  guilty  of  an  in* 
peachable  offence,  and  vitdlBton  of  their  otOa 
of  office,  without  the  benefit  a  triall  It 
should,  tiien.  In  its  turn,  be  expunged;  and  if 
I  were  called  upon  to  draw  up  a  preamble  upon 
the  strength  of  this  precedrat,  I  afaoold  use  the 
same  language,  as  being  as  ^  and  le^tinuts 
a  description  of  the  present  rescdntion  and  Hi 
preamble  as  this  reason  is  de8<^ptive  d  the 
resolution  of  Starch,  28, 1884.  It  is  absdataly 
suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  follows : 

"  And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  Anfm 
and  forma,  was  unfounded  and  erroneoas  in  pdnttf 
fact,  and,  tlierefore,  uyaat  and  uari^teoua,  as  viB 
as  irregnlar  and  unooustitational ;  beoauae  the  aid 
Preddent  Jackson,  ndtber  in  the  act  of  diminog 
Hr.  Doaue,  nor  in  Haa  appoinbaent  of  Ur,  Taney,  k 
specified  in  the  first  form  of  the  resoWe ;  nor  in 
taldng  upon  himself  the  removing  of  the  depodu,  ta 
qMcifled  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  vsdn\ 
nor  in  any  act  which  was  Uien  orcan  now  beqiedfled 
under  Uie  vague  and  ambiguous  term  of  the  mienl 
denundation  contained  in  the  tUrd  and  last  lonn  rf 
the  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  ridafion* 
in  derogation  of  the  laws  and  coostitadixt,  ■ 
dangerous  to  the  Hberties  of  the  people." 

The  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  res- 
olution was  erroneoas  in  point  of  fiut  Is  that 
a  reason  for  expunging  it?  It  might  fonn  a 
very  good  reason  for  a  connter-resoluticm.  _  The 
subject  is  one  on  which  a  difference  of  opinioD 
might  fairly  exist,  and  that  difference  was  ex- 
pressed at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
journal;  but  surely  that  difference  of  opinioo 
IS  no  reason  for  destroying  the  evidfflioe  that 
such  an  opinion  was  expressed. 

The  third  reason  is,  that 

*'  The  said  resolve,  as  adopted.  Is  nncert^  and 
ambiguous,  ctmtaining  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floaUng  charge  for  derogating  tram  the  laws  ind 
constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted  power  and 
authority  in  the  late  execuuve  proceedings  in  rda- 
Uon  to  &e  public  revenue,  without  specifTh:^,"  ^ 

This  reason  conflicts  with  both  the  others, 
implying  tliat,  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and 
specific,  it  oogbt  not  to  be  expunged.  If  ^ 
these  are  reasons  for  the  same  act,  they  shonW 
not  be  antagonist  to  each  other,  but  should 
harmoniously  tend  to  the  same  concloaon. 
But  want  of  detail  can  be  no  reason  for  sop- 
pressing  the  evidence  that  such  a  resolutiHi 
was  adopted. 

The  fourth  reason  is  merely  an  amplification 
of  the  third. 

The  fifth  reason  is  as  fallows:  * 

"  And  whereas  the  Senate  bdng  tiie  consUttiUoDil 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  Present,  wfaen  ciuu^ 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  agamst 
the  laws  and  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
solve bcforeanyimpeachment  preferred  bythe  Hoaac, 
was  a  breach  of  tiic  privilege  of  the  House;  a 
violation  of  the  constitution;  a  BObvMWon  tf 
justice;  a  pr^udieatiim  of  a  ipieBtion  irtdohmi^ 
legally  come  befim  the  Bearta,  and  a  dhqnalUniBiiB 
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of  body  to  perform  its  conatittitional  du^  with 
ftdmen  and  impartiality,  if  the  PreddeDt  diould 
thmafter  be  reeukriy  impeacbed  by  the  House  of 
BqiKsentatiTes  for  the  same  offence." 

The  same  answer  may  he  given  to  this  rea- 
son as  is  given  to  tlie  first,  that  it  is  not  a  ftur 
and  troe  description  of  the  case.  It  treats  the 
resoloUon  of  1BS4  as  if  it  were  a  judgment  of 
the  Senate  in  its  jadiclEil  capacity  as  a  court  of 
impeachment,  when,  in  trath,  it  ia  nothing 
more  than  the  expression  of  an  opinion  in  its 
character  of  a  deliberadve  assembly.  It  ia  no 
breach  of  the  privil^es  of  the  House  of 
raentatiTes,  raflce  it  neither  antidpatea  nor 
precludes  an  impeachment.  It  is  no  prejudica- 
tion of  any  question  which  might  come  before 
the  Senate  as  a  coort  of  impeachment,  since 
soch  question  must  be  one  of  guilt ;  and  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  is  impnted  in  the  resolution. 
But  again:  if  all  this  were  true,  it  would  be 
no  reason  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words, 
destroying  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  such  a 
resolution  was  adopted. 

But,  or,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason, 
which  is  perhaps  the  true  motive,  though  not  a 
Jostificatton  for  thia  extraordinary  proceeding, 
and  a  ^team  of  light  is  thrown  upon  the  anb- 
jeet,  which  givee  it  color  and  onu^exlon.  The 
SDManoe  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  Fresndent'a 
protest  was  rejected,  and  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  upon  the  journal,  while  memorials  and 
petitions  against  him  were  duly  and  honorably 
received.  Here  is  another  instance  of  that 
conflict  with  other  reasons,  which  was  remark- 
ed upon  in  adverting  to  the  third.  It  implies 
that,  if  the  protest  had  been  received,  then  the 
resolve  should  not  be  expunged.  Bnt  with 
that  confusion  of  ideas  which  seems  to  charac- 
terize the  whole  preamble,  it  places  the  protest 
of  the  Preddent  on  the  same  footing  with  pe- 
titions from  the  people.  The  President  de- 
manded that  his  protest  should  be  ^read  npon 
the  journal,  wMon  be  bad  no  right  to  do.  Bnt, 
■opporing  for  a  moment  that  he  had^  is  the  re- 
foaal  a  reason  for  exptu^ing  the  resolution  to 
which  the  protest  has  reference.  The  people 
have  an  ondonbted  right  to  express  their  opin- 
ions and  wishes,  in  the  form  of  petitions  and 
memorials ;  bnt  the  President,  as  such,  has  no 
right  to  notice  the  proceedings  of  any  other 
branch  of  the  Government  in  the  form  of  a 
protest.  It  is  no  part  of  the  fbnctions  or  privi- 
lege»  of  executive  power  to  review  and  rebnke 
the  proceedings  of  the  legislative  or  Jndicial 
bruicbes  of  the  Government.  The  aspect 
which  the  whole  subject  assumes,  in  contem- 

Cting  this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation.  It 
ks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  this  body,  by 
way  of  compensating  the  slight  of  executive 
power. 

The  seventh  and  eight  reasons  may  be  clasaed 
together,  and  resolve  themsolf  es  into  the  gene- 
ral  allegation  that  the  said  resolve  was  inoppor- 
tnne,  of  evil  example,  and  dangerous  prece- 
dent; all  of  vhich,  being  a  mere  matter  of 
flpiakn,  about  which  a  fiiir  ^ffiwenoe  mi^t 
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arise,  could  furnish  no  reason  for  exponging  the 
resolve,  however  it  might  be  urged  as  a  reason 
for  passing  a  counter-resolution.  We  have  thus, 
sir,  gone  through  them  all,  and  do  not  find  one 
which  justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do*  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do 
it  collectively.  A  thousand  bad  reasons  have 
no  more  force  than  one.  We  may  say,  then, 
of  thia  preamble,  what  was  s^d  of  Oratiano's 
reascming :  "  Qratiano  speaks  an  infimte  deal 
of  nothing ;  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice ;  ' 
his  reasons  are  as  two  gnauB  of  wheat  hid  in 
two  boshels  of  chaff;  yon  shall  seek  all  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and  when  yon  have  them, 
they  are  not  worth  the  search." 

But  it  is  said  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  pass 
such  a  resolution ;  that  it  cannot  be  justified  as 
the  fair  exercise  of  any  one  of  its  powers. 
Still,  it  may  be  answered,  it  is  a  fact  that  such 
a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  objection 
involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which, 
cannot  be  a  reason  for  destroying  the  evidence 
of  the  fact  But  as  to  tlie  right  itself,  I  think 
there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  existence,  when 
the  sn^ect  is  fblly  nnderstood.  The  Senate, 
nnder  uie  constitution,  has  various  powers — 
l^atetive,  judicial,  and  execntive.  The  error 
lies  in  attempting  to  discover  and  explain  the 
right  to  pass  such  a  resolution  in  the  exercise 
of  any  of  these  powers. 

The  o^ect  of  all  these  powers  is  the  modifi- 
cation of  some  social  or  political  right.  But 
the  Senate  is  a  deliberative  body,  and,  as  such, 
must  have  opinioDS,  and  express  them.  It  is 
the  inherent  right  and  property  of  every  delib- 
erative assembly  to  have  and  express  opinions, 
which  only  can  be  done  by  resolution.  A  res- 
olution of  thanks  cannot  be  traced  to  any  one 
of  tliese  powers ;  neither  can  a  resolution  of 
condolence ;  and  yet  no  one  ever  donbted  the 
right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitntion  fm 
any  express  or  implied  antiiority,  it  might  be 
found  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle, which,  in  its  last  paragraph,  supposes 
that  there  are  other  resolutions  than  legislative 
acts,  or  such  as  reqaire  the  concurrence  of  both 
Houses,  Bat  the  very  institution  of  a  deliber- 
ative assembly,  in  the  nature  of  things,  sup- 
poses and  involves  the  existence  of  opinions 
and  the  right  of  expresdng  them.  The  powers 
of  such  an  assembly,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
control  which  it  may  exercise  over  the  social 
or  political  rights  of  others,  is  a  very  different 
matter,  and  depends  on  the  provi^ons  of  tiie 
ccmstitntion  which  gives  it  exigence.  But  is 
it  not  B<Hnewhat  remarkable  that  those  who 
make  the  objection,  do  not  perceive  that  this 
very  expunging  resolntion  which  tiiey  advooatc, 
presupposes  the  right  t  If  tiie  Senate  has  no 
right  to  pass  any  resotution  but  such  as  can  be 
traced  to  one  of  those  powers,  what  right  has 
it  to  pass  this  expunging  resolution  ?  Into  socli 
absurdities,  sir,  will  men  fall  when  they  seek 
to  sost^  by  reasoaiini^  a  false  position.  The 
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right,  then,  to  pass  such  a  rcsolutioD  I  toko  to 
be  unquestionable,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may 
be,  at  times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or 
caution  to  the  wantonness  or  heedlessness  of 
executive  power,  and  as  a  measure  short  of  im- 
peachment. But,  sir,  what  is  impeachment! 
A  farce,  a  nullity !  It  is,  like  the  case  of  tho 
electoral  colleges,  an  abortion.  There  is  little 
drager  to  be  apprehended  but  from  a  popular 
Pl-esident ;  and  the  Tcry  fact  of  his  being  such, 
imder  the  party  organization  of  this  country, 
*  supposes  the  fact  tliat  he  is  sustained  and  sap- 
ported  by  a  minority  of  the  body  in  whom  the 
unpeaohing  power  resides.  I  mi^t  here,  sir, 
conohide  what  I  wv^ed  to  in  relation  to 
the  matter  now  depending  before  the  Senate, 
having,  as  I  thhik,  estahli^ed  two  propositions, 
which  cover  the  whole  ground :  first,  that  the 
Senate,  as  a  ddiberative  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolution  of  March  28,  1884 ; 
and,  secondly,  that,  whether  trno  or  not  in 
point  of  fact,  we  have  no  right  to  expunge  it, 
Decanse  the  journal  is,  by  the  constitution,  a 
pemument  record.  I  will  further  incidentidly 
remark  that,  if  the  nght  of  expunction  exists, 
and  is  to  he  established  by  this  precedent,  then 
a  subsequent  Senate  may  expunge  this  expung- 
ing resolution;  and  so,  in  all  time  to  come, 
these  snooesdve  expnnctions  may  serve  to  indi- 
cate the  triumph  or  defeat  of  the  respective 
political  parties  of  the  country.  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  sustain  this  measure 
by  a  resort  to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  are 
of  no  authority  when  opposed  to  a  clear,  ascer- 
tained, settled  principle.  They  are  resorted  to 
in  doubtful  cases,  and  often  to  avoid  the  force 
of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
precedents  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  above  all 
things,  precedents  drawn  from  a  period  of  revo- 
lution, such  as  that  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Vii^nia,  (Mr.  Eives,)  are  of  no  weight 
in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  when  securi- 
ty and  leisure  {^ve  opportunity  for  reflection. 
It  may  be  very  expement,  in  a  moment  of  un- 
settled EOTemment  and  of  violence,  to  suppress 
the  evidence  of  a  particular  proceeding ;  but 
one  coold  scarcely  rely  npon  sach  authority  for 
a  warrant  to  corrupt  a  constitutional  record  in 
moments  of  security  and  regular  government. 
And  yet  such  is  the  oharacter  of  tbe  Senator^s 
domestic  precedent  As  to  his  Eof^i^  prece- 
dents, they  are  of  no  value  on  a  qaestion  like 
this,  which  does  not  depend  on  general  parlia- 
mentwy  practice,  but  on  the  ejcpress  provisions 
of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed 
the  keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that 
Journal  as  a  permanent  record. 
When  Mr.  Batabd  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Hbndbioks  rose  and  aoid  that,  at  this 
late  honr  of  the  day,  it  wotdd  be  ont  of  place 
to  attempt  an  ar^tnment  or  a  speech  to  the 
Senate ;  and  such  was  not  his  purpose,  in  the 
few  words  he  had  at  present  to  say.  It  had 
been  his  intention,  some  time  ago,  to  have 
troubled  the  Senate  with  his  views  somewhat 
^  large  on  the  snl^eot;  but  he  would  content 
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himsdf  now  with  saying  a  very  few  words ;  and 
this  was  perhaps  necessary,  owing  to  tlio  pe- 
culiar position  lie  occupied  in  re&tion  to  the 
proposition  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  he  had  voted  against  the  res- 
olution of  1834,  so  much  compldned  of— the 
resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journals  of  the  Senate.  He  did 
so  for  many  of  the  reasons  contained  in  the 
preamble  to  the  resolution  now  on  our  tables. 
In  some  of  tho  reasons,  however,  contained  in 
that  preamble,  he  ^d  not  coneur,  and  of  coarse 
oould  not  voto  for  it.  For  some  ot  the  reasons 
contained  in  it  he  could  most  rfdieei^dly  vote. 
No  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  himsdf 
(said  Mr.  B.)  regretted  the  passage  of  that  res- 
olution. No  one  could  have  been  more  oppos- 
ed to  it  He  viewed  it  as  an  apple  of  ^scord 
set  in  motion;  a  firebrand  thrown  into  the 
commmilty,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
any  other  measure  proposed  at  that  eventfol 
session ;  and  he  now  believed  that  it  had  done 
more  harm  in  exciting  party  spirit  to  its  present 
dangerous  height  than  any  other  measure  which 
could  have  been  proposed.  The  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  constitution  by  this  act  of  ex- 
punging (said  Mr.  H.)  is  a  natural  consequence 
of  the  measure  of  1884 ;  as  much  so  as  that  one 
act  of  violence  should  socceed  anothw.  A 
party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shall  use  that 
power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with 
retaliation,  as  soon  as  the  oppo^te  party  shall 
triumph.  Hence,  violent  measures  of  this  kind 
are  as  sure  to  succeed  each  other,  in  tbe  mntsp 
tions  of  party  power,  as  efi'ect  is  to  follow 
cause. 

Mucli,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the 
resolution  of  1834,  he  could  not  vote  to  expun^ 
it  from  the  Journals.  That  was  a  question,  m 
his  opinion,  having  nothing  to  do  with  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  original  proposition. 
The  question  before  the  Senate  was  one  of 
power  to  expnnge  theJonrnaL  no  matter  what 
jonmal  it  might  09.  n&  thought  no  such  power 
existed  in  the  Senate,  nor  anywhere  else ;  and 
bis  oath  to  support  the  ConsUtntion  of  the  ITnit- 
ed  States  was  imperative,  and  prohibited  him 
from  giving  any  sach  vote,  whatever  may  have 
been  his  opinion  of  the  resolution  proposed  to 
be  expunged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  uie  con- 
stitution, as  mnch  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve 
the  journals  of  unconstitutional  proceedings,  if 
such  there  be,  as  of  any  other.  Onr  constita- 
ents  have  as  much  right  to  know  our  bad  acts 
as  oar  good  ones ;  heoanse  it  is  for  these  they 
will  call  us  to  account;  and  it  would  be  strange 
doctrine,  that  we  could  shield  ourselves  from 
responabtlity  by  expun^ng  the  journals.  Tbe 
argument,  then,  of  the  Senator  from  Femuyl- 
vtmia,  that  the  resolution  of  1884  was  nnconsti- 
tutionaL  and  therefore  oi^ht  to  be  expunged, 
did  not  in  the  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  un- 
derstood, too,  thrft  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
votes  of  other  members  of  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  ezpungiof.  Modi  as  he  disapproved  of  the 
reeolntion  of  1884^  he  believed  tiut  it  wss  cwi- 
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riitQtionfll,  and  that  it  was  snch  a  proposition 
as  the  Senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He 
sair  nothing  nnconstitational  about  it.  It  might, 
or  it  might  not,  he  considered  an  abstract  prop- 
Option.  It  had,  indeed,  remuned  as  a  mere  de- 
darstoty  expression  of  the  Senate,  hnt  it  might 
hare  been  the  basis  of  l^dation.  Whether  it 
be  trne  or  false  ia  a  matter  ai  opinion.  Those 
Tho  voted  for  it  nnqvealionabur  believed  its 
affinnaUoiu  to  be  true.  They  bulered  that  the 
Pendent  bad,  in  relation  to  the  revenne,  exer- 
cised anttiori^  and  power  no#  conferred  by 
the  ctaistitittaon  and  laws,  but  in  derogation  of 
both.  He,  whoToted  a^nst  it,  believed  that 
the  antbonty  and  power  exercised  by  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  in  derogation  of  the  constitntion 
and  laws ;  and,  however  mnch  he  dissented  on 
the  groond  of  expediency  from  ttmt  which  had 
been  done,  he  never  denoted  the  constitutional 
and  power  of  the  Prendent  to  do  what  he 
did. 

It  had  been  sud  (conttoned  Mr.  H.)  that  the 
reeolntion  of  1884  cont^ns  impeachable  matter 
against  the  Pre^dent,  and  that,  on  this  acoonnt, 
it  is  not  mtitled  to  aplaee  on  the  Journals  He 
did  not  think,  however,  that  it  contained  any 
impeachable  matter.  It  csbai^^  no  evil  or  cor- 
rupt intention,  which  was  the  essential  ingre- 
dient of  impeacliable  matter.  He  referred  to 
the  case  of  Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and 
stated  ^lat  the  absence  of  proof  of  cornipt  in- 
tention was  the  basis  of  his  acqnittal  by  the 
Senate.  This  had  been  the  reason  of  his  own 
vote  of  acquittal ;  and  his,  he  had  good  reason 
to  believe,  was  the  bads  of  votes  of  aoqtnttal 
generally. 

In  voting  agunst  expunging,  be  did  not  vote 
to  affirm  the  truth  of  the  resolution  of  1834. 
He  had  already  stated  the  reverse.  He  believed 
thai  the  Preadent  had  the  power,  whatever  he 
vai^t  think  of  its  exercise,  under  the  oircom- 
Btanoes  d  that  case.  Bat  his  opinion  that  the 
lescdnUoa  proposed  to  be  expunged  was  and  is 
tmtnie,  had  nothing  to  do  with  his  duty  in  the 
present  case,  and  could  not,  in  any  degree,  in- 
fluence his  vote.  The  Senate  had  no  power  to 
expunge  the  jonmals.  He  could,  witnont  the 
least  difficulty,  vote  upon  the  journals  of  the 
present  session  a  resolution  to  rescind  that  of 
1S&4,  or  to  affirm  a  contrary  proposition.  This, 
while  it  would  clearly  assert  the  opinion  of  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  the  proceedings  of  1834, 
would  not  obliterate  the  Jonmals  of  that  day, 
and  would  have  the  ^eot  of  the  mode 
proposed. 

Mr.  Stuxqb  sdd :  I  am  not  unconscious  of 
the  disadvantages  under  which  I  labor,  in  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  at  this  late  period ;  but  it 
has  been  properly  remarked,  in  the  coarse  of 
ftia  debate  that  we  are  engaged  in  no  ephem- 
eral transaction ;  that  this  night^s  work  is  not 
to  p^  avray  with  the  occasion ;  it  is  not  to  be 
oonsigaed  at  once  "to  the  tomb  of  the  Gapu- 
lete  "  wiih  things  unworthy  of  remembrance. 
AH  connected  with  the  matter  under  consider- 
ation are  doomed  to  immoiiitoUty,  for  good  or  | 


for  evil ;  and  as  it  is  my  destiny  and  my  pur- 
pose to  appropriate  an  hmnble  leaf  from  tliis 
ladeless  wreath,  to  rescue  from  oblivion  a  name 
which  would  otherwise  be  forgotten  when  the 
individual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to  breathe, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of 
my  course,  not  with  the  vun  hope  of  their 
being  as  umnortal  as  the  act  they  accompany, 
but  merely  for  the  temporary  satisfocUon -of 
my  personal  acquaintances.  I  am  aware  that 
this  subject  has  been  treated  with  riagidiff  abil- 
ity on  both  sides  of  this  hall,  and  may,  perh^>s, 
be  thought  exhausted ;  but  as,  in  some  respects, 
my  views  differ  considerably  from  any  I  have 
heretofore  heard  advanced,  I  take  the-llberty  of 
offering  them.  It  is  the  more  proi>er  I  ^onld 
do  so,  as,  in  a  motion  I  shall  take  occasion  to 
make  before  I  sit  down,  I  might  otherwise  sub- 
ject myself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of 
friends  and  foes,  (without  meaning,  however, 
to  use  the  latter  t«nu  in  its  most  offensive 
sense.) 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  dis- 
coursed so  eloquently  upon  this  subject  the 
other  day,  was  pleased  to  si^,  facetiously,  that 
those  who  vote  for  this  expunging  resolution 
will  be  placed  on  "  a  bad  eminence,"  damned 
to  a  fame  like  that  of  Eratostratus,  who  d&< 
stroyed  by  fire  one  of  the  seven  wonders  of  the 
world,  the  Ephesian  temple  of  Diana:  and 
doubtless  the  same  wild  fancy  which  led  him 
to  this  conclusion,  has  pictured  for  himself  and 
his  associates  a  classic  reputation  like  that  of 
the  celebrated  Eoman  conspirators,  who  slew  a 
CiBsar  in  the  Capitol.  Happily,  however,  the 
latter  parallel  fails  in  most  important  particu- 
lars; for  the  ancients  actually  wrought  the 
phyfdcal  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  modems 
nave  only  attempted  the  mi»al  death  of  a  par< 
triot 

I  rcsret  that  those  who  fiwned  the  preamble 
afflxea  to  tMs  resolution  have  thought  proper 
to  make  it  so  long,  not  on  acconnt  of  its  hav- 
ing furnished  a  subject  of  wit  to  the  Senator 
from  Eentnoky,  but  because  it  has  already 
thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  is 
still  likely  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
myselfi  and  others  friendly  to  the  resolntion 
itself.  That  delicate  machine,  the  human  mind, 
formed  by  an  invisible  hand,  is  exceedingly 
subtile  in  its  operations,  and,  like  the  watches 
which  occupied  the  attention  of  that  great  mon- 
arcii,  CHiarl!w  V.  of  Germany,  after  his  retire- 
ment from  the  cares  of  empire,  no  two  will 
operate  precisely  alike.  Many  minds  may 
oome  to  a  dmilar  condndon ;  but,  in  the  pro- 
<»88e8  by  which  they  arrive  at  it,  will  probably 
all  vary  in  a  greater  or  less  degree.  This  is 
found  to  be  the  case  in  the  most  rample  and 
familiar  matters,  and  still  more  so  in  those  of 
complication  and  rare  occurrence.  I  widt  some 
reference  could  have  been  had,  in  framing  this 
preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  states- 
man, to  a  indge  then  recently  appointed  to  one 
of  the  Bntish  provinces.  *'  Decide,"  smd  he, 
"  according  to  your  Judgment  of  what  is  right, 
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but  ^ve  no  reasons  for  yonr  decision.  Thon- 
sands  may  s^prove  tbe  one,  vho  will  not  con- 
oor  witti  yon  in  the  other."  Begardless  of  this 
prudent  coonsel,  many  reasons  are  ofEered  in 
this  preamble  for  the  nltimate  conclusion  that 
it  is  right  to  expunge  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate  the  ohnozious  resolution  of  March,  1684 ; 
and  among  them  it  is  stated  that  the  s^d  reso- 
lution was  nnoonstitutionaL  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concur,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the 
opini(Hi  that  it  is  founded  In  fact.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  consoientionsly  put  it  forth  in  this 
formal  manner,  as  constituting  a  portion  of  the 
basis  of  an  important  action  in  which  I  am  de- 
sirous to  unite.  An  act,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, is  unconstitutional,  which  is  pro- 
hibited, in  express  terms,  by  the  constitution, 
or  which  is  done  iu  substantial  omission  of 
something  commanded  by  it.  Kow,  I  do  not 
find  in  ^e  constitution  any  prohibition  upon 
the  Senate  from  uttering  an  opinion,  collectively 
or  individually,  upon  any  subject  whatsoever. 
I  agree  that  the  oonstitntiou  only  expressly  au- 
thorizes them  to  pwform  certun  le^slative, 
exeentive^  and  jndi^  fnnctiooa,  and  prescribes 
&e  mode,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  tiiey 
shall  perform  them,  and  that  a  performanoe  of 
these  acts  in  any  substantial  disr^ard  of  this 
preHcription  wotud  be  unconstitutional,  while 
all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or  distinctly  re- 
ferred to  in  t^ie  constitution,  are  done  without 
its  warrant.  Bnt,  then,  the  constitution  has  not 
taken  away,  so  fisu*  as  the  matter  under  consid- 
eration is  concerned,  that  right  which,  in  a 
state  of  nature,  all  men  derived  from  the  Qod 
who  made  them,  to  utter  their  thoughts,  as  io- 
dividoals  or  oolleotively,  however  assembled, 
npon  things  in  generah   Kestrictions  upon  this 

Eivilege  are  certainly  to  be  found  in  the  Divine 
w  itself,  and  in  the  many  maxims  of  propriety 
which  Bodety  has,  from  time  to  time,  and  in 
wions  ways,  laid  down  for  the  goranment  of 
its  members.  Bnt  I  (teny  that  the  Gonstitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States  has  lud  down  any  re- 
Bttlotiou  applicable  to  the  present  case,  and 
vonld  in  vam  ask  for  its  production.  I  know 
that,  in  dispating  the  soundness  of  ^is  reason 
set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  encounter  the  opin- 
ions of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have  the 
profonndest  respect  But,  while  this  furnishes 
me  with  a  strong  and  only  reason  for  doubting 
the  soondness  of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  jus- 
tify me  in  asserting  that  as  a  truth  of  which  I 
am  not  convinced ;  and  still  less  that  to  which 
my  own  &culties  altogether  refuse  their  assent. 
When  a  man  nndertakea  to  assert  any  thing 
deliberately,  he  mnst  do  so  x^pon  his  own  oon- 
Tiotion,  and  not  rxpon  the  mere  opinions  of 
others.  Those  who  insist  npon  the  unconstitu- 
tionality ni  tlte  reBolution  of  188^  treat  it  as 
an  actual  impeachment  of  the  President,  with- 
out having  waited  for  the  accusation  constitu- 
tionally preferred  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. If  I  could  admit  or  perceive  the  fact 
&at  the  resolntion  of  1884 was  an  impeachment 
of  the  Pze^dmt,  in  t^e  tecbuioal  sense  of  UuA 
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word,  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  Tmiting  ia 
the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  constitution.   But  impeacnment,  as  used 
in  the  constitution,  is  a  technical  term,  and  all 
that  enters  Into  the  technical  ideas  embraced 
in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  ^plicable. 
A  number  of  unauthorized  persons  may  pro- 
nounce a  man  guilty  of  an  offence,  bnt  no  one 
for  that  reason  would  say  that  he  had  been 
tried.   If  a  j  ndge  goes  into  court,  and,  without 
the  finding  of  an  Indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  aoonsat^n  against  a  person,  directs  an 
entry  to  bd  vSaa  upon  the  record  that  he  b 
guilty  of  a  certain  offence,  it  conM  not  be  s^d 
that  he  had  been  tried.   The  substantial  part 
of  an  impeachment  or  trial  is  the  ponishment 
consequent  upon  being  found  guil^ ;  and  no 
matter  by  what  name  a  proceeding  msf  be 
called,  it  does  not  meet  the  idea  embraced  in 
these  expressions,  either  in  laws  or  constitn- 
tions,  if  conviction  npon  it  does  not  involve 
punishment  as  a  regular  consequence.  In  the 
proceeding  referred  to  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  condeomation,  but  it  was  not  a  condemna- 
ti<Hi  which  drew  aft^  it  punishment,  or  in  por- 
suanoe  of  wluch  punidiment  eould  have  beoi 
inflicted.  In  matters  of  this  sort,  names  ate 
things;  and  whenever  we  Bofll^  onrselves  to  be 
drawn  away  from  their  accepted  signification^ 
we  cast  ourselves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  nncer* 
tunty,  and  our  minds,  like  a  vessel,  hovova 
richly  Alighted,  without  compass  or  polar  star, 
can  never  calculate  on  ultimately  reaching  any 
place  of  security.   To  say  that  the  Senate  im- 
peached the  President  iu  the  resolntion  of  1834, 
IS,  in  my  judgment,  a  pure  assumption ;  and  if 
the  resolntion  was  not  an  impeacnment,  no  one 
contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was  a  literal  vio- 
lation of  the*  constitution.   But  it  is  insisted 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  the  constitur 
tion,  the  resolution  of  1834  was  a  violation  of 
its  spirit.  I  belong,  Hr.  President,  to  a  class 
of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  so,  who 
deny  that  the  constitution  has  any  spirit.  Like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  bold  that  whatever  is  not 
found  in  itj  cannot  be  ctdmed  'nnder  it ;  its 
grants  and  its  pnAibitions  are  such,  as  that  be 
who  reads  may  perceive  them,  and  no  artM 
constructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to  bis 
purposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  leaf^ 
until  it  covers  the  universe.   Believing,  then, 
that  the  Senate  was  exercising  no  constitational 
function  in  their  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
I^esident ;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  nnimpaired,  all 
their  natural  ri^ts  of  expresnng  their  opin- 
ions, in  whatever  way  assembled,  and  npon 
any  subject,  I  cannot  concur  In  tbe  reason 
assigned  for  expunging  the  resolntion  of  1884, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act.    But  in 
thus  differing  with  my  friends,  and  making  this 
concession  to  the  opposition,  I  think  I  am  very 
far  from  weakening  the  cause  of  the  former, 
and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Trojan 
horse ;  in  admitting  that  their  act  was  not  un- 
oimstituti(»utl,  I  sweep  awa^  at  a  breath  the 
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wbole  gaperatnictiire  behind  which  the  opposers 
ti  expoDction  have,  as  tiiey  seem  to  oono^ve, 
Beoorelr  ensoonced  themsdveB.  Bnt  of  tills  by 
mdby.  , 

Ahium^  the  remntion  of  1884  be  not  nn- 
(XiatitatMnalf  nor  in  Titriiatton  of  the  nnrit  of 
the  oonstitation,  it  maj  jet  invade  a  qnrit  and 
Ttolate  an  ant)uHitT  eren  superior  to  the  con- 
■fitatioD,  and  abnndant  reasons  may  remain  for 
its  expQDction ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
ttut  it  ought  to  be  expunged  for  its  impro- 
priety, its  dangerous  tenden<qr,  its  injustice, 
and  its  fiUsehood.   And  here  allow  me  to  apol- 
ogize for  the  strong  langnage  I  most  oooasion- 
iSj  use,  daring  the  progress  of  these  remarks, 
sidioagfa  feding,  as  I  do,  great  deference  for 
those  whose  acts  I  am  condemning,  and  con- 
atioBs  that  I  am  myself  as  prone  to  infirmity 
as  any  man.    Bnt  I  mnst.  speak  plunly ;  and 
fherrfore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  uiat  the  reso- 
Intion  of  18S4  was,  in  my  Judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated 
by  a  high,  honorable,  and  dignified  body.  To 
recar  to  aa  illustration  already  used,  auppose 
a  jadge  arrives  at  a  certain  place,  where  he  is 
to  hold  a  conrt  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  and, 
amoBg  other  things,  he  leanu  that  a  particular 
hi£viaaal  is  charged  with  some  oapitu  offence ; 
he  hears  the  ae  parte  statements  of  rumor,  and 
makes  up  his  opinion  that  the  person  is  guilty. 
Sot  satisfied  with  this,  when  he  enters  the 
ooort^housa,  he  calls  upon  the  clerk  solemnly 
to  dedare  npoo.  the  record  that  soch  a  person 
is,  in  the  (pinion  of  the  presiding  judge,  cer- 
tsinly  guilty  of  such  a  specific  offence.    It  is 
true  tbe^and  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the 
aOeged  ofioider  us  not  even  been  aqpprehended, 
no  veiee  bu  been  beard  in  his  d^ence,  and  no 
wmiahment  ooold  fidlow  the  pr^udioatiou. 
Tc*  Toold  H  not  be  an  act  of  Ae  grossest  and 
most  flagrant  violation  of  judicial  propriety? 
Woold  not  pabUo  execration  overwhelm  the 
wretch  who  had  perpetrated  it,  and  huri  him 
fran  the  statioQ  he  had  degraded  ? 
^  In  the  ease  of  the  un^e  judge,  every  one  is 
■tmek  at  once  with  the  glanng  impropriety  of 
his  conduct.   And  is  that  impropriety  at  all 
diminished  because  perpetrated  by  numbers? 
Are  there  not,  in  fact,  features  in  tiie  prinoipal 
ease  even  more  oppressive  than  in  the  one  by 
which  I  have  att«npted  to  illustrate  it  ?  In  the 
eawof  tliejiidge,he  tries  theeal[»it  by  a  rigid, 
weQ-ddtiMd  Inr,  and  em  make  nothing  a  sub- 
jeet  of  ptmiahmait  which  the  law  has  not 
expresalj  declared  so ;  and,  in  the  application 
of  &eCB  to  the  law,  is  dependent  on  a  jury  for 
tte  fipding  of  those  facts,  and  can  assume 
nothing  which  the  jury  do  not  expressly  find. 
Xental  biae,  therefore,  or  prejudication  on  his 
part,  it  would  seem,  could  not  be  attended  with 
•ay  great  degree  of  mischief.   And  yet  the 
eommon  sense,  and,  I  may  add,  the  common 
■ripdples  of  mankiud,  revolt  at  the  slightest 
Uieatioa  of  such  bias  or  prejndication.  But 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  are  judges  both 
flf  law  and  Isot;  nay,  to  a  great  extent,  th^ 


make  the  law  by  which  the  person  charged  is 
to  be  tried.  What  volume  contains  a  recital 
of  the  acta  for  which  the  Prendent  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  ot^er  public  officer,  is 
subject  to  impeachment?  There  is  no  such 
volume.  Any  misdemeanor  in  office  will  wa>^ 
rant  impeachmoit  and  conviction;  and  what 
is  snoh  misdemeanor  is  left  to  the  mere  dis- 
cretion of  the  Senate,  and  they'  promulge  the 
law  at  the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce 
the  ndltef  its  infl-actlon  ?  !t  is  only  neoeesary 
for  uie  House  of  Representatives  to  otun^  the 
offence,  and  the  Senate  have  then  the  uncon- 
trolled right  to  decide  the  two  questions,  wheth- 
er the  £acts  exist ;  and  if  so,  whetiier  they  are 
the  subjects  of  punishmeot.  Surely,  a  tribunal  • 
so  constituted  ought,  of  all  others,  to  keep  its 
faculties  uninfluenced  by  rashly  expressed  opin- 
ions. But  the  worst  feature  of  impropriety 
yet  remfuns  to  be  conndered.  It  is  a  general 
prindple,  that  no  man  c&n  be  a  judge  in  a  cause 
where  he  has  an  interest ;  bnt  some  tribunals 
are  so  constituted  that  tlus  wholesome  prindple 
cannot  always  be  applied.  In  suoh  a  case,  it 
would  seem  that  a  judge  so  utuated  would, 
above  all  others,  feel  most  powerfally  restrained 
from  allowing  himself  any  indulgence  in  pre- 
vious expressions  of  opinions  which  might  pre- 
judice the  person  chained,  or  from  prematarely 
evincing  the  strength  of  his  own  bias.  And  yet 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  the  constitu- 
tional tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  President  for 
unconstitutional  acts,  prejudges  him  in  a  matter 
in  which  individual  Senators  have  a  personal 
interest.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  their  per- 
sonal interest  was  enlisted  by  gotden  bribesy 
received  hi  the  shape  of  fees,  or  otherwise^ 
from  tiie  United  States  Bank;  although  such 
things  have  been  sud,  I,  for  one,  do  not  beUeve 
them.  I  do  not  tUnk  that  snoh  was  the  in- 
terest they  felt  in  the  questicm.  Ko ;  a  nobler 
passion  bUnded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the 
act  they  were  committiug ;  a  passion  which  has 
been  called  the  vice  of  great  minds;  a  passion 
plimted  in  the  human  breast  for  the  wisest 

Purposes ;  but  one  of  the  most  dangerous  and 
eeolating,  where  it  gidns  unhallowed  mastery. 
A  great  political  strife  had  been  waging  for 
years,  and  talent  and  wealth,  and  every  other 
engine  of  human  power,  had  been  employed  in 
its  pn^ress.  No  machine  had  been  so  power- 
fhl  as  the  United  States  Bank  in  o(mdnoiog  to 
the  qtread  of  opinions,  upui  whose  aaoeeas  the 
party  to  which  toese  Senators  belonged,  believed 
Its  own  triumph,  and  the  welfare  of  tb»  nation, 
to  depend.  To  these  (pinions  Senators  had 
sabsonbed  in  the  most  decided  and  puhlie 
manner,  and  upon  them  bad  staked  their  hopes 
of  renown  and  wordly  distinction.  They  were 
opposed  by  the  administration,  and  a  stem, 
unyielding  front  presented  by  it  to  their  ad- 
vance. For  Hub  the  Prewdent  had  been  strong- 
ly denounced,  and  Senators  themselves  had  not 
been  backward  in  breathing  npon  the  waves  of 
opposition,  and  stirring  them  into  rage ;  and, 
finally,  in  the  tumult  of  this  exoitenuot,  forget- 
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fdl  of  the  high,  honorable,  and  deUoate  pro- 
priety which,  as  men  and  indiTidaala,  has  ever 
characterized  them,  and  their  elevated  standing 
as  the  constitotionai  triers  of  the  President,  they 
oommanded  hla  soilt  to  be  recorded  before  any 
legal  aoonaer  haa  come  forward,  and  indignantly 
rutued  to  hear  hia  defence.  Am  I  not  warrant- 
ed, under  these  circumstances,  in  prononndng 
the  act  <m6  OF 'gross  and  flagrant  impropriety? 

But  I  have  siud  it  is  an  act  dangeroos  in  its 
tendency  as  a  precedent,  and  for  tbft  reason 
OD^ht  to  be  expunged.  The  oonstitotion  has 
pointed  oat  the  mode  in  which  the  different 
branches  of  the  Government  are  matnally  to 
check  and  balance  each  other,  and  nowhere  is 
this  informal  mode  of  expressing  disapprobation 
adverted  to  as  one  of  them.  Crimination  in- 
variabiy  lea^  to  recrimination.  The  b^inning 
of  strife  has  been  aptly  compared  in  the  scrip- 
tures to  the  lettiDg  ont  of  waters ;  ibo  natural 
result  is,  that  every  thin^  valuable  within  its 
readi  is  oanied  «waj  in  its  desolating  sweep. 
"One  word,"  in  homely  adage,  "brings  on 
another ; "  and  whether  the  strife  of  tongues 
begins  between  two  old  wives  at  the  fish  ma&et, 
or  the  President  and  Senate,  anger  quickly  sub- 
dues all  the  nobler  faooltiea  of  the  mind,  and 
unnatural  and  cruel  warfare  is  the  probable  re- 
sult A  practical  iUustration  of  this  idea  is  fur- 
nished in  the  civil  wars  of  England,  already 
alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
A  strife,  in  which  all  the  ties  of  family  uid  kin- 
dred were  dissolved,  and  the  nearest  and  the 
dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savage  thirst  in 
eaeh  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified 
war  of  words  between  the  King  and  the  Par- 
liament If  the  prini^i^  be  established  that  it 
is  proper  for  one  braaoh  of  the  Qovemmmt 
assembled  as  sooh,  (but  in  amanner  so  informal 
as  to  leave!  it  a  matter  of  contest  whether  it  is 
an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  acts  of 
another,  the  most  fearfiil  consequences  must  be 
apprehended.  If  the  Senate  may  informally 
condemn  the  President,  so  it  may  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  Senate.  Scenes  must  then  originate 
which,  if  carried  out  far  into  practice,  would 
degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  strangers,  and 
add  much  to  the  uncertunt^  of  the  tenure  by 
which  domestic  quiet  is  retamed.  The  printn- 
ple  is  therefwe  dangerous  in  the  extreme,  and 
ought  to  be  most  promptly  ^seoontenanoed. 

I  Tog^  as  a  third  reason  for  expunging  the 
resolntion  of  1884,  that  it  is  xaAasL  It  is  true 
the  thm  President  of  the  XJiuted  States  still 
retains  his  office,  and  no  removal  can  take  place 
in  consequence  of  the  condemnation  therein  ex- 
pressed; yet  ita  obvious  and  designed  tendency 
must  have  been  to  degrade  the  Chief  Uagistrate 
in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  Want  of  principle, 
or  want  of  capacity,  is  the  alternative  left  to 
him  in  the  estimation  of  all  who  beJieve  this 
accusation  tq  be  true.  Tbey  must  either  pro- 
nounce him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
stitution of  his  oountiy,  or  a  very  incompetent 
Judge  of  its  proririons.   "  Sorely,"  it  w<»ild  be 


sidd  by  all  whose  knowledge  of  aCEUrs  did  not 
induce  them  to  look  beyond  the  mere  surface 
of  this  transaction,  "  the  Senate  would  not  have 
thus  harshly  condwined  tb^  President  tor  some 
slight  ovmight,  for  some  small  misapprdien- 
don  of  duty,  Into  vhieh  any  man  mi^t 
have  fallen.  No  I  no  I  it  is  some  grave  mattw, 
in  which  the  coDstitatiim  has  bera  so  grossly 
violated  that  none  but  a  rash,  headstrong,  un- 
principled man,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  igno* 
ramus,  too  dull  to  percdve,  oould  have  been 
the  actor."  This  is  the  natoral  conohirion; 
and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  rednced  to 
in  this  land,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic man  the  breath  of  his  nostrils  I  That  the 
Senate,  avuling  itself  of  its  usually  jnst  title  to 
puUio  confidence,  should  denounce  a  man,  un- 
cited  and  unheard,  as  a  violator  of  the  oonstitiH 
tion  of  his  counti7,  whom  the  popular  voice 
had  pronounced  most  worthy,  among  the  mil- 
lions of  Amoioan  eitizeiis,  to  fill  the  most  dig- 
mfled  and  reqx^ulble  trust,  is,  to  apprehen- 
sion, the  grossest  insult  to  the  pnbuo  sense  of 
justice  I  have  ever  witnessed.  Very  few,  but 
tibe  very  individual  against  whom  it  was  di- 
rected, who  would  not  have  sunk  beneath  it 

But  this  objection  to  the  resolution  ctf  18M 
depends  altogether  for  support  upon  snother, 
which  I  come  now  to  consider,  embracing,  in 
fact,  tlie  pith  of  this  controversy ;  and  that  is, 
as  I  have  s^d,  its  falsehood.  And  here,  agun, 
I  must  apolc^^  for  the  harshness  of  the  term 
used,  from  the  necessity  I  am  under  to  speak 
pbduly,  not  meaning  for  a  moment  to'  apply  it 
to  the  individual  veraoi^  of  those  who  voted 
for  that  r«Kdatioo.  There  may  be  falsehood 
in  a  legal  ooncluslon^  however  rineere  the  maa 
who  amves  at  it ;  and  whenever  one  e<»ues  to 
the  conclunon  that  certain  acts  are  unconstitu- 
tional, all  who  differ  with  hint  must  believe  his 
conolusion  false,  whatew  terms  they  may  adopt 
to  express  their  dissent  About  the  acts  done 
by  the  President,  in  reference  to  which  this  res- 
olution was  adopted,  there  is  no  controversy ; 
but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional  is,  in 
my  judgment,  most  falsely  asserted  by  the  res- 
olution; the  position  is  so  false,  so  gross  a 
pervernon  of  the  constitution,  that  it  ought 
never  to  have  been  taken ;  such  a  dangerous 
misrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
that  it  ought,  as  far  ss  possible,  to  he  annihi- 
lated* and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been. 
It  b  so  palpably  erroneous,  that  I  cannot  per» 
suade  mysdf  that  any  man  at  common  sense  or 
common  htmesty,  whose  mind  was  perfoefly 
free  firom  previous  bias,  oould  for  a  moment 
countenance  it  Bnt  when,  as  I  believe,  under 
the  impulse  of  excited  feelings,  and  in  the  blind- 
ness of  party  strife,  it  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Senate,  I  am  unwilling  it  should  remain, 
to  shed  its  deceptive  light  up<Hi  future  ages,  and 
mislead  others  to  their  ruin.  At  the  time  thb 
resolution  was  adopted,  I  had  not  the  honor  of 
a  seat  in  this  body ;  but  I  was  a  lover  of  my 
country,  and  felt  a  deep  solicitude  for  every- 
thing oonaected  with  ita  interegts.  I  tinn  be- 
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Uered,  and  do  etaU  believe,  its  Senate  a  bodj 
rapMsed  by  none  oa  earOi  in.  dignity^  and  my 
«f«  was  turned  anxionaly  upon  its  moTemeoits. 
Bomor  had  {^ven  o^t  that  this  TeBoIotion  was 
to  be  bronght  forward ;  I  was  not  ignorant  of 
fts  obscuring  effects  of  passion  upon  the  clear- 
est intelleot ;  and  yet  I  did  think  the  constita- 
tiooality  of  the  ftesident's  action  so  obvioos 
tint  it  was  impoBsible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
whoi  I  first  heard  the  remoyal  of  the  deposits 
anaonncedr  I  was  startled  by  the  boldness  of 
the  measure,  bat  I  did  not  for  a  moment  doabt 
the  constitutionality  of  the  act  I  was  appre- 
hBDHTe  that  the  inesident  had  so  far  ontmn 
public  opinion,  it  woidd  never  overtake  him ; 
■od  bis  administration,  deprived  of  that  essen- 
tial Bopport,  would  no  loi^r  be  ttsefol  to  the 
noBtry.  This  was  the  extent  of  mj  alarm. 
Ountrmry  to  mj  expectation,  however,  the  Sen- 
ate has  pronounced  the  act  nncoDBtitotioiial, 
and  it  is  not  snfildent  tbr  na  to  make  a  mere 
negation,  witbont  reasoning  the  matter  a  little. 
I  am  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  idea  of  the  unity 
c£  the  Execative  has  not  been  opposed  only,  bat 
has  been  aotoally  tamed  into  ridicale.  But 
tfae  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was  the  ac- 
knowledged test  of  troth ;  it  has  been  foand  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  agiunst  sab- 
Jects  the  lightest  .-md  the  gravest — against  the 
phantoms  of  tdsehood,  and  the  most  solemn  re- 
alities. Of  the  unity  of  the  executive  branch 
of  the  Govenunent  of  the  United  States  we 
need  hxtk  no  £uther  for  evidence  than  the  con- 
Mitiititm  itself  which  declares  the  executive 
power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Freudeut  of  the 
UoUed  States  of  America."  He  is  in  &ct  the 
on^exeentiTe  officer  created  by  the  eonstitation, 
alt  otims  owing  their  existence  to  the  le^^sla- 
tire  power  of  Ooogress. 

In  1800,  bat  a  few  years  after  this  consdtu- 
tiou  was  formed,  and  its  original  plan  and  de- 
agn  was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all,  the  onity 
of  the  Executive  is  distinctly  recognized,  in  a 
paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  delibera- 
tion, for  the  express  purpose  of  staying  the 
w»Tes  of  federal  power.   I  mean  Hr.  Hadison's 
celebrated  report,  in  which  it  is  stated,  "  Ao- 
ooiding  to  the  perticular  organizaticm  o£  Uie 
tttnstitation,  its  le^^ative  powers  are  vested 
in  tiie  OcM^ireaB ;  it$  Bxeeutue  powen  in  the 
JPtaldmat  and  its  Judicial  powers  in  a  supreme 
and  inferior  tribmms.  The  union  of  any  two 
of  these  powers,"  it  proceeds,  "  and  still  more, 
t€  all  three,  in  any  one  of  these  departments 
■nut  omsequently  sabvert  the  constitutional 
Qgymizatiwi  of  tb«n."   The  other  officers  pro- 
Tided  by  law  are  mere  agents,  through  whom 
ha  is  to  fulfil  the  great  trust  confided  to  Iftm  by 
tbo  eonstitutitm ;  and  whenever  the  duties  pre- 
•eribed  for  them  from  time  to  tune  are  not,  ac- 
eordini;  to  his  judgment,  so  performed  as  best 
to  nromote  the  public  good,  it  is  not  only  his 
zint|  but  his  du^,  to  change  them.   His  right 
ofionoval  being  thus  unquestionable,  no  oharae 
of  nneoaatitirtitmalitar  can  rest  upcm  lum  for 
<Im  mire  aacdw  <»  a  diacretioa  ooafided  to 
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him  by  the  oonstitution:  But  it  is  not  denied 
by  the  President  or  his  fHends,  that  the  remo- 
val of  the  depodts  was,  in  fak^  his  own  act ; 
and,  for  whatever  of  unconstitutionality  or  ille- 
gality may  be  in  it,  be' is  responsible.  It  is  true 
the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  declares 
that  bank  to  be  the  place  of  deposit  for  the 
public  moneys,  and  that  they  shall  only  be  re- 
moved firom  thence  at  the  will  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  "Whenever,  therefore,  that 
will  is  expressed,  the  condition  is  performed, 
and  the  ri^ht  of  the  bank  to  retmn  uie  moneys 
under  their  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  contract, 
expires,  and  the  law  of  the  land  rqgolating  the 
disposal  of  the  public  treasure  is  nilfiUed.  It 
is  not  denied  that  Mr.  Duane,  the  then  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasury,  did  not  choose  so  to  exer- 
cise his  will,  and  refnsed  to  order  the  removal 
of  the  depicts ;  but  he  was  himself  removed^ 
and  another,  quite  as  wise  and  as  honesty  ap- 

S tinted  in  bis  stead,  who,  without  hedtation, 
ssolved  the  spell  by  which  the  bank  retdned 
the  public  moneys,  and  ordered  them  to  be  re- 
moved. It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retention  of 
the  public  deposits,  altogether  in  reference  to 
their  secority,  and  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
compact  to  remove  them  for  any  other  reason 
than  insecurity.  But  are  those  the  terms  of 
the  conation !  Is  any  reference  made  in  that 
condition  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secre* 
tary  should  exercise  the  power  intrusted  to  him 
cS  patting  an  eoA.  to  the  depository  character 
of  the  hrak  I  No  such  reference,  no  suc^  inti- 
mati(»i,  is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  ^plied 
to  him  for  luB  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to 
have  treated  the  application  as  an  impertinent 
demand.  But  reasons  he  was  bound  to  ^ve  to 
Oongress,  and  he  did  give  them.  These  rea- 
sons could  not  have  been  asked  for  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  bank,  for,  bo  far  as  she  is 
coDoeme^  a  naked  trust  has  been  exercised, 
and  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter ;  but  simply 
to  enable  Congress,  as  the  guardian  of  the  pub- 
lic treasure,  to  exercise  that  Supervision  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during 
the  recess,  which  it  ought  of  right  to  do.  A 
dWngennoufl  clamor  has  been  rused  for  the  pur- 
pose of  throwing  the  true  questiims  in  this  in- 
vestigation into  obscurity,  that  the  act  of  remo- 
val produced  a  union  <h  the  purse  and  the 
sword;  bat  did  Congress  beheve  that  such 
would  be  the  consequence,  when  it  expressly 
authorized  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  the  removal  whenever,  in  his  judgment, 
it  should  be  expedient  ?  And  the  matter  has 
been  treated  as  if  the  President  had  with  his 
own  hand  made  the  removal  of  the  deposits. 
If  such  were  the  fact,  where  was  the  necessity 
of  removing  one  Secretary,  and  patting  in 
another?  If  the  President's  purpose  was,  by 
actual  and  lawless  force,  to  seize  the  money  in 
the  Treasury,  he  might  as  well  have  passed  by 
one  Seoretuy  as  another.  But  the  troth  is,  as 
is  well  known  to  every  intelligent  and  candid 
man,  the  money  in  the  Treasury  was  jast  as  in- 
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accessible  to  the  personal  contact  of  the  Pres- 
ident after  the  removal  as  it  was  before ;  all 
the  fiscal  machinery  provided  by  law  for  pre- 
Benring  the  personal  honesty  of  bU  having  any 
thii^  to  do  with  the  pnblic  money  operated  in 
the  same  way,  and  precisely  the  same  process 
was  necessary  to  place  a  single  dollar  in  the  ac- 
tnal  grasp  of  any  person  whatsoever.  Bnt  it 
has  been  ni^ed,  in  reference  to  the  public  as 
well  as  the  Inmk,  that  the  only  ground  upon 
which  removal  was  proper  was  the  seonrity  of 
the  public  money.  To  this  1  reply,  as  before, 
nothmg  of  the  kind  is  mentioned  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  clause  which  forms  the  only  re- 
striction in  connection  with  this  subject  upon 
the  general  executive  power  and  duty  to  act  in 
all  things  for  the  promotion  of  the  great  pur- 
poses of  the  Federal  Govemniait.  11^  then,  the 
Fre»dent  perceived  that  for  any  reasoD  the 
pablio  good  required  that  the  public  mon^ 
Bhonid  no  looser  remain  in  the  vaults  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  was  not  only  his  priv- 
ily bat  his  duty  to  direct  the  proper  officer  to 
remove  it.  Should  he  tnm  out  to  be  mistaken 
in  his  notions  of  expediency,  however  repre- 
henaible  for  want  of  ability  in  the  discharge  of 
his  high  functions,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  the  charge  of  unconstitntionality.  ^d  here, 
perhaps,  I  have  said  all  that  is  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  reso- 
lution of  18&4  was  false  in  asserting  the  act  of 
the  President  to  be  unconstitutional.  But  I  as- 
Bome  for  the  President  still  higher  ground,  and 
insistvthat  his  set  was  not  only  I^al  and  oon- 
Btitntional,  but  that  it  was  in  the  highest  degree 
ex[>edient ;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  generalebip 
which  causes  the  lanrels  of  New  Orleans  to 
look  pale  and  withered.  We  have  already  bad 
ocoadon  to  glance  sligbtiv  at  the  history  of  the 
times  connected  with  the  transaction  nnder 
con^deratioD.  At  the  close  of  the  war  of  1813 
~'16,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
mi  the  national  coffers  were  empty ;  ingenuity 
and  patriotism  were  taxed  to  contrive  exjra- 
dients  for  meeting  the  difficult  exigency ;  our 
recent  foes  abroad,  and  malcontents  at  home, 
were  mocking  at  our  distress,  and  the  political 
party  whose  firmness  and  genius,  aidea  by  the 
valor  of  onr  army  and  navy,  had  brought  to 
a  gloriomi  termioatioa  a  most  oneqau  war, 
saw  bankmptcy  and  disgrace  ready  to  over- 
whelm them.  Under  these  dronmstancea,  as 
the  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  the  expedient  of  a 
United  States  Bank  was  seized  upon,  and  some, 
as  I  am  informed,  who  doubted  ite  constitu- 
tionality, and  some  even  who  believed  it  uncon- 
stitutional, were  driven  by  the  apparent  neoes- 
sity  of  the  case  to  give  the  measure  their  sup- 
port. The  bank  was  chartered,  performed  its 
fnnotions,  and  the  term  of  its  existence  was 
drawing  to  a  close.  Application  was  made  for 
a  renewal  of  its  charter,  and  having  made  many 
friends  with  "the  mammon  of  unrighteous- 
ness," a  willing  ear  was  lent  to  its  i^plicatiim. 
Some  believed  the  question  of  unoonstitation- 
aUtT-  pot  to  rest  by  precedent  and  a^Jndieation, 
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and  no  longer  open  as  an  available  cause  op- 
position. For  various  reasons,  however,  ita 
prayer  for  a  continoanoe  of  its  existence  waa 
granted  by  the  Senate  and  Bonse  o$  RepreeMt- 
atives.  But  the  ooncnrrence  of  another  branch 
of  the  Oovemment  was  necessary  to  the  com- 
pletion of  its  hopes,  and  its  application  tiien 
was  answered  by  a  veto  which  waked  nip,  as 
by  a  trumpet-call  sound,  republican  doctrines 
long  since  supposed  to  have  sunk  into  a  slum- 
ber from  which  they  would  never  awake.  WiA 
a  force  and  clearness  which  astounded  the  le- 
gions of  federalism,  and  infhsed  new  vigor  into 
the  republican  ranks,  tiie  unconstitutioDality 
and  inexpediency  of  re<^artering  the  United 
States  Bank  was  demonstrated.  From  that 
hour,  every  political  en^e  was  set  to  work  to 
prostrate  the  only  man  who  could  widutancl 
the  might  of  this  mammoth  institution,  and  all 
who  entertuned  Uke  qj^nions.  fteaMSwere 
subrfdized — ^in  various  wi^b  the  talents  of  tba 
nation  were  enlisted  in  its  behalf — and  by  viitoit 
and  sudden expansionsandcontraotions,  now  the 
hopes  and  now  the  fears  of  the  populace  were  ap- 
pealed to.  Here  was  a  new  feature  of  inexpedient 
cy  for  the  recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank 

{•resented  to  the  startled  consideration  of  every 
over  of  his  country.  In  onr  land,  where  the 
popular  voice  controls  and  directs  every  thix^ 
nothing  is  so  important  as  that  that  voieo 
should  itself  be  directed  by  the  hearts  of  the 
pure  and  the  free.  The  power  and  the  willing- 
ness of  this  institution  to  corrupt  was  alarm- 
ingly demonstrated ;  and  It  was  seen  that^  under 
whatever  pretences,  it  would.  If  reehartozedf 
get  possession  of  the  puUio  mind,  and  wield  it 
to  its  own  purposes,  either  for  good  or  for  e^ 
FVom  the  comman^g  elevation  held  by  the 
President,  he  surveyed  the  field  of  combat — he 
beheld  the  nature  of  the  strife  going  on — be 
perceived  that  it  was  a  vital  one  to  his  bfdoved 
country — ^he  found  that  the  monster's  power  of 
mischief  lay  in  the  deposits,  and  he  detennined 
to  remove  them.  Like  a  skilful  surgeon,  he 
saw  that  the  bank,  like  a  vast  cancer,  was 
striking  ite  fibres  in  every  direction,  until  it 
would  finally  become  so  incorporated  with  the 
system,  that  it  could  only  be  removed  at  the 
expense  of  the  patient's  life.  Anticipating  this 
horrible  event,  ne  determined  with  a  bold  nand 
to  ont  it  while  the  bystanders  looked  on  In 
amazement.  Yea,  dr,  it  was  a  master  Bbn^e, 
and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  felt  ttiat  it  was 
mortal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded 
beyond  recovery.  Among  the  many  cartortorea 
to  which  a  spirit  I  am  by  no  means  disp(»ed  to 
oomn^end  has  given  rise  in  modem  times,  one 
Ulustrative  of  this  idea  struck  me  as  being  tb» 
best  The  bank  is  represented  as  a  huge  old 
womra,  extended  uptm  a  bed,  in  the  throes  of 
an  emetic  operation ;  beside  the  bed  are  variona 
vessels,  labelled  with  the  names  of  the  sevml 
deposit  banks,  into  which  are  falling  the  eie<^ 
ed  contents  of  her  stomach,  oon^ting  of  vBr- 
nous  gold  and  silver  coins.  At  her  head,  in  m 
kindly  effort  to  anstafn  it,  is  seated  the  pn»- 
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{dent  of  that  institafioa,  to  vbom  in  her  agony 
■heexolaims:  "  Ob  t  dear  Ni<^  X  am  very  Biok." 
He  promptlT'  replies,  "  It  is  all  the  effect  of  that 
lut  prescription  of  Br.  Jackson."   Yes,  sax, 
that  last  prescription  vaa  fatal  to  the  bank^  or 
It  least  as  neau^j  so  as  any  thing  has  yet  been ; 
and  for  tbat  caose  mainlT  has  he  who  fhuned  it 
bcw  80  stron^y  denoonoed  ia  the  resolntion 
vi  1884.   But  it  was  a  maasnre  adcpted  in 
itriet  aooordanoo  with  aU  the  fbrms  of  law  and 
ecustitiition,  and  not  in  derogation  of  either ; 
a  measure  fScrr  which,  through  all  time,  the 
IMtrtot  who  reviews  his  coontry^s  history,  will 
mrere  the  memory  of  him  who  saved  by  it  the 
perilling  oonstitntion ;  while,  with  the  men  of 
the  present  generation,  he  can  hardly  determine 
which  roost  challenges  his  admiration,  the  wis- 
dnD  that  [banned  or  the  firmness  that  executed 
it.  Having  thus,  its  I  think,  shown  that  this 
rescflotion  was  grossly  improper,  dangerous  in 
its  tendencTf,  unjust  in  its  operation,  and  nntme 
in  its  asMr&m,  I  ocone  next  to  coonder  the 
motives  npoD  which  we  are  called  to  ex- 
ponge  it.  The  &ncy  of  gentiemoi  has  r^re- 
aentod  us  as  ignobly  bending  at  the  footstool  of 
power,  and  licking  the  dust  l>eneath  the  mon- 
antb's  tread— aa  smoothing  the  rough  mane  of 
the  licHi,  and  mdeavoring  to  qoiet  his  frightful 
roar.   Eyem  tiie  car  of  Joggemaat  has  been 
nude  to  roll  throng  this  hall,  and  onr  gai^ 
Bieats  hare  been  sprinkled  with  the  blood,  and 
our  ears  stonned  with  the  cries,  of  the  victims 
cnshed  beneath  its  wheels.    Bat  these  are 
mere  jnotores  of  the  fimcy,  and  fancy  may  paiot 
what  she  pleases;        does  not  confine  her 
iketohes  to  the  copies  of  even  things  tbat  might 
be,  and  still  leas  to  things  that  are.   Sober  reason 
jDiut  perceive  that  we  have  nothing  to  eroeot 
fram  the  throne,  as  it  has  been  called,  or  from 
Um  who  sua  it ;  that  if  the  mane  ct  tiie  lion 
isioi^g^  or  his  roar  is  angry,  it  is  not  ag^nst 
va  tlut  Jiia  fmry  is  directed— that  reasons 
OMHigfa  are  fomid  for  the  expnnotion  of  the 
nadntiofi  c£  18S4,  in  the  opinions  we  have  ex- 
pressed coooeming  it.   Bat  some  of  os  have  a 
strong  and  nrgent  reason  to  perform  this  act^ 
in  a  deeire  to  obey  those  whom  we  serve. 
The  voice  of  the  people  has  commanded  it  to 
be  done,  and  tbat  is  a  voice  which  publio  men 
in  onr  conn  try  dare  not  disregard.   £ven  those 
who  least  regard  it  in  practice,  dare  not  openly 
proclaim  their  contempt.   They  may  speak  of 
it  sli^tin^j  in  the  prieete  circle,  and  in  tiieir 
hearts  despiae  it,  and  endeavor  to  enlaln  aw^ 
to  aai^eaBaiit  reqnirementB ;  bat  when  fi»oed 
to  enoonirter  its  nneqaivooal  dedarations,  th^ 
nsC  tremble  and  obey ;  tiiey  dare  not  disre- 
Md       That  voice  has  ^ken  in  general  terms 
VRH^i^nt  the  nation;  Imt  it  has  spoken  to 
■nuB  of  ns  as  it  were  by  name,  and  throngh  the 
appn^iriace  mediom,  and  ccnmnanded  ns  to  act. 
It  has  not  ^>oken  to  me  personally,  bat  it  has 
^^en  to  my  iHvdeoessor;  and,  standing  in  the 
pasitioa  I  now  occupy,  I  hear  the  sound  stiU 
lining  in  my  ears.   It  is  a  oommand  which 
bnt  aewMds  my  own  widiea.  I  came  here  an- 


ticipating the  most  cheerful  compliance ;  and  I 
yet  hope  to  yield  it,  if  my  own  mends  do  not 
throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  my  obedience. 
Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some  personal 
reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him- 
self in  the  act  we  desire  to  perform.  The  period 
is  at  hand  when  he  who  rescued  yoor  daugh- 
ters from  Ihe  roffian  pollation  a  for^gn  sol- 
diery, and  your  soil  from  the  foot  of  the  inva^ 
der,  will  be  deaf  to  the  strains  of  gratitude, 
pressed  by  the  earth  he  once  defoidecl.  That 
lie  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  batties  of 
bis  country  shall  be  hushed  into  silence ;  that 
he  who  now  holds  the  sceptre  of  oommand 
will  have  passed  away  not  omy  from  office,  but 
from  life  itsd^  uid  have  joined  the  spirits  of 
men  tbat  have  been.  Is  not  the  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  to  a  nation  ?  Has  no  pleasure  in 
the  glory  of  her  best  and  her  bravest  ?  Has 
she  no  interest  in  preventing  the  mantie  of  in- 
famy from  wrapping  the  rem^s  of  him  who 
should  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor  I  In  this  view 
of  the  sabject  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the 
gentlemen  of  the  oppo^ti<m  wonld  have  united 
with  as  in  this  act  of  refaribation.  That  in 
contemplation  of  this  interesting  cri»s,  the 
party  orast  which  has  heret<tfore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  flood  of 
teudemeflB  spontaneoualy  gashed  forth.  That 
with  one  generoos  impulse  they  would  have 
been  the  first  to  rash  forward,  and  pluck  off 
the  disgracefal  stigma  their  own  hands  hod 
affixed,  in  an  hour  of  passionate  excitement 
But  in  this  we  have  been  disappointed,  and  are 
left  alone,  in  behalf  of  onr  country,  to  make 
tills  tardy  retribution,  to  wipe  out  this  new  ar- 
gnment  for  the  ingrat^tode  of  republics. 
Hr.  EwiNo  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 
"Mi.  Fremdent:  Sinee  the  first  presentation 
of  this  restdntion,  it  has  alwi^  been  my  pur- 
pose to  say  BomeUiinfr  upon  it,  before  it  should 
be  brought  to  a  final  oecmon ;  but  I  was  aware, 
from  indications  not  to  be  mistaken,  both  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  each 
Sttbsequeat  session  when  it  was  brought  for- 
ward, that  the  mover  did  not  design  to  bring 
it  then  to  the  issue.  Indeed,  I  well  knew  that 
it  was  deemed  necessary,  as  a  pending  measure, 
to  a^tate  and  excite  the  count^.  Every  move- 
ment with  reference  to  it  showed  that  sach  was 
its  purpose;  and  hence,  after  several  months* 
discosnon  last  year,  when  there  was  a  clear 
administration  minority  in  the  Senate,  and 
when  the  long  session  gave  ample  time  for  de- 
liberation and  deduon,  it  was  permitted  to 
expire  on  the  teble,  though  a  vote  upon  it  was 
ohallengod  by  its  opponents.  But  now,  now 
at  tins  moment,  its  power  bfing  expended— 
every  thing  being  effected  by  it  which  can  be 
expected  or  hoped  from  it — now  it  must  come, 
ana  at  once,  to  a  final  vote.  And  gentiemen 
upon  this  Bide  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
called  upon  to  discuss  it — who,  because  they 
would  not,  heretofore,  when  they  saw  that  it 
was  but  a  farce,  discuss  it — are  denied  a  single 
day— nay,  tiiey  are  not  allowed  one  hour,  of 
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which  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fixed  and  deter- 
mined m^joiity  io  deprive  them.  No  coortesy 
to  indiTiduala,  whioh  has  been  nsaol  with  this 
body,  or,  rather,  a  part  of  its  very  constitutioo 
and  nature,  can  procare  the  slightest  relazalion 
of  the  iron  rule,  which  seems  to  be  hiid  down 
for  ns ;  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to  deliberate 
or  a  night  to  rest  is  denied ;  if  we  ask  for  an 
adjournment,  even  at  this  late  hour,  when  all 
occupation  should  be  suspended,  and  all  labor 
cease,  we  hear  the  cry  of  "  No,  no,"  and  "  the 
yeas  and  nays,  the  yeas  and  nays,"  coming  from 
a  quarter  which,  however  it  may  he  rejected, 
is  never  disobeyed.  Gentlemen  hxn  their  rea- 
sons, doubtless.  I  leave  them  to  weigh  the  im- 
portance of  those  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the 
propriety  of  their  course.  And,  subject  to  all 
the  disadvantages  nnder  whioh  I  labor — ^the 
extreme  latent  of  the  boor,  great  bodily 
fatigue,  and  a  want  of  time  to  arrange  my 
tiioughts  and  cast  them  into  form,  and  give 
them  coherence,  I  proceed,  rather  than  sit  by 
in  silence — I  proceed  to  the  diacns^m  of  this 
deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  fully  into  a  conndera- 
tion  of  the  reasons  that  sustain  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  day  of  March,  1884, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  expunge  from  the 
jounutlB  of  the  Senate.  At  uie  time  when 
uiose  resolntioaa  were  under  diaonssion,  I  gave 
reasons,  so  far  as  my  action  was  conoerned, 
fully,  and  in  detful.  I  have  Te-ezamined  those 
reasons  since,  when  any  excitement  to  which 
the  occasion  may  he  supposed  to  have  given 
rise,  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  retract, 
nothing  to  alter ;  time  has  made  no  change  in 
my  convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and 
confirm  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  xmneces- 
sary  for  me  to  touch  again  that  branch  of  the 
Bubject,  were  it  not  that  the  arguments  upon 
the  other  side  have,  year  after  year,  been  reite- 
rated and  re-enforced ;  the  subject  which  had 
heea  thus  considered,  discussed,  decided,  and 
laid  amde,  is  thus  revived  from  time  to  time 
and  the  Moments  npon  the  one  side,  with  a 
perseverance  worthy  oi  a  better  canse,  are  asain 
and  again  shown  up  before  the  public,  wnile 
those  which  snstdned  that  resolution,  having 
once' been  triumphant,  are  rince  permitted  to 
Bleep.  I  feel  the  impolicy  of  onr  course  in  this, 
for  hence  impressions  have  taken  root,  and  opiii- 
ions  have  grown  np  in  society,  which  constant 
vigilance  and  constant' efibrt^  and  constantly 
uniting  at  all  times,  and  pressing  the  contest, 
would  have  kept  down ;  but  it  was  a  natural 
coufse;  it  arose  from  the  repugnance  which 
wo  all  feel  to  turn  to  a  snlject  on  which  the 
mind  has  exertSd  its  powers,  and  retrace  the 
path  which  we  have  already  trodden,  a^  it 
IS  ^vested  of  the  charm  of  novelty  and  the 
freshness  of  original  thooj^t.  But  Ut  gentle- 
men be  assured,  onoe  for  oIL  and  let  ^e  coun- 
try be  assured,  that  we  abandon  no  ground 
which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sustain- 
ed. Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  frilly  into  the 
sal^eot  now,  I  will  attempt  a  raief  aiulyds  of 
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the  ailments  which,  on  a  fimner  occaaioa,! 
presented  at  large  to  the  Senate. 

It  is  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  io 
say  something  of  the  charaoter  of  the  resoh- 
tion  of  1884,  and  to  define  as  neariy  as  posnble 
what  we  understood  it  to  import.  Geotlenien 
say  that,  in  its  terms,  it  conveyed  censure  of 
the  act  of  the  President,  and  pains  are  taken  to 
show  that  its  words  imported  censure.  Not, 
sir,  this  ai^^nnent  was  wholly  unneceesarj; 
this  declaration  useless ;  a  simple  inquiry  voud 
have  settled  the  &ot ;  for,  so  fiar  as  1  was  oob- 
cemed  in  this  matter,  ana  in  this  I  betiero  I 
difi'ered  but  little  from  those  wilSi  whom  I  act- 
ed, I  intoided  no  pnuse— no  laodatim  oi  tiu 
Pieradent  or  his  executive  act ;  that  was  not 
myoljectinvotingfortheresolution.  Ithonglit 
the  Iresident,  in  that  act,  had  broken  the  lava 
(md  violated  the  constitution  of  our  (Muntry; 
and  I  intended  to  say  so  :  I  meant  to  ^eak  the 
language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free 
American  citizen ;  and  the  same  language  which 
I  uttered  then  1  now  reiterate,  and  would  oa  a 
like  oocadon  again  imbody  it  in  the  form  of  a 
resolution.   It  has  also  been  said  that  this  reso- 
lution attributes  evil  motives  to  the  President, 
in  the  performance  of  this  act ;  and  tbat  the 
act  chained,  as  against  tixa  constitution,  joined 
with  tiie  motiTO  imputed,  fimna  the  ant^eiA  of 
impeachment  Tlda  is  wholly  unfomMed  In 
fiu^    The  resolution  attribntes  no  motive 
wlmtever.  It  speaks  in  the  detwrous,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  cUgnified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  le^ative  branches  of  our  Government 
may  properly  speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 
co-ordinate  branch.  We  believed  that  the  legis- 
lative rights  and  powers  of  the  Senate  had  been 
encroached  upon  by  the  President;  and  that  we, 
who  exercised  those  powers  for  the  time  being, 
as  trustees  of  the  people,  were  called  upon  to 
defend,  or  at  least  to  assert  them.    This  body 
could  speak  in  that  matter  only  by  resolution: 
and  by  that  means,  and  in  that  way,  we  did 
assert  its  rights  under  the  eoostitation,  and  ve 
dec^tfed  ttiat  l^ose  rights  had  'boaa.  violated; 
but  we  chafed  no  motive.  Gentlemen  imist 
that  there  Is  unp«i6hable  matter  diarged  in  the 
fiice  of  this  resolution ;  and,  when  we  deny  it 
baoanse  no  motive  is  charged,  they  turn,  and 
say  we  have  abandoned  onr  gronnu ;  that  we 
Boiten  down  and  palliate,  to  avoid  the  effect  of 
onr  own  act   This,  also,  is  putting  a  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matte*  -  I,  for  one,  personally, 
never  said  and  never  believed  that  the  Pred- 
dent  was  actuated  in  this  matter  by  those  high 
motives  of  public  interest  which  ought  to  gov- 
ern the  !Bxecntive  of  a  great  nation.    I  never 
thought  so ;  I  never  said  so ;  and  I  have  not 
wavered  in  my  opinion ;  but  that  opiidoD, 
which  was  my  own,  was  never  incorporated 
into  the  reeolutiim,  nuther  in  language  nor  in 
substanee.  Then,  let  the  resolution  stand  for 
itself  and  epe^  its  own  language ;  and  let  the 
<n>inK)n8  of  ea<^  of  thoee  who  eopported  it  be 
their  own,  be  they  strong  or  weak,  firm  or 
wavering;  bat  let  uioae  pnnite  and  mdividiul 
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qHmmu  be  kc^t  distinct  from  the  resolation, 
ud  let  US  be  met  in  the  argament  fiurly,  not 
nisrapreaented. 

I  preenme  U  will  be  admitted  tbat  it  ia  lo  the 
power  of  Congress  and  the  President,  conjoint- 
^,  A  law,  to  place  the  pablio  treasnre  in 
SBch  a  situation  tluit  it  will  not  be  in  the  direct 
and  immediate  possesion  and  control  of  the 
Preadent.  Perhaps  I  ask  too  mnch,  by  way 
of  oonoession,  conddering  the  temper  and 
character  of  the  present  times ;  but  the  time 
has  been,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  agiun,  when  it 
would  strike  any  American  atatemian  as  a  self- 
evident  propositioii.  The  constitution  declares 
that  no  monej  shall  be  drawn  from  the  public 
Treasury  except  upon  jq)propriatioQS  made  by 
hv ;  and  if  the  £xeontiTe  M  a  unit,  as  has 
been  sometimes  oonteoded ;  and  if  tiie  keeping 
the  treasure  Im  ueceonrily  an  executire 
ofliee ;  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treaanrr  be  also  an  executive  office,  the  keep- 
ing of  uie  treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the 
Treasmy  be  both  done  by  the  same  band,  then 
have  the  framers  of  our  constitution  failed, 
miaarably  fiuled,  in  their  attempt  to  adjust  its 
checks  and  baUtnces — in  their  attempt  to  place 
ihe  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation  in  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  hands.  To  say  that  money 
■hall  not  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  except 
by  appropriations  made  by  law,  and  yet  place 
the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation  in  the  hands 
4tf  the  Elxecntive^  who  is,  (according  to  the 
P^tical  creed  oi  genUemeo,)  the  disbursing 
ofiSeer,  also  wonid  be  an  excess  of  weakness 
almost  approaching  to  idiocy. 

Uf  then,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
place  the  public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate 
control  of  the  President,  it  was  done  in  the  law 
chartering  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  pnblic  moneys  were  placed  in  deposit  in 
that  bank  by  law ;  the  bank,  therefore,  became 
the  Treasory ;  for  that  is  the  Treasury  where 
the  public  treasnre  is  deposited  and  kept.  The 
eoostitotion  declares  that  money  shall  not  be 
drawn  from  this  Treasury  except  by  appropria- 
tions made  pursuant  to  law,  and  the  law  pro- 
Tides  that  ute  deposits  (or,  in  other  words,  the 
treasure)  shall  rem^  in  that  bank,  unless  re- 
moved 1^  the  Seoretanr  of  tiie  Tteasnry,  (not 
hy  the  President,)  and  for  reasons  whioh  he 
(the  Secretary)  shall  make  known  to  Congress. 
So  stand,  or  rather  so  stood,  the  constitution 
and  the  law — as  the  safeguards  of  the  public 
trescnre.   Coold  the  President  touch,  could  he 
Poosoaa  himself  o^  that  treasure,  without  an 
mfiraction  of  the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  con- 
st&ntloa?   Could  he,  by  a  stridght-forward, 
direct  act,  in  his  own  name,  and  by  his  own 
power,  unaided  by  any  instrument  which  he 
might  fashion  for  himself,  or  which  the  consti- 
totioa  bad  placed  in  his  hands  for  other  pur- 
poees?    If  he  could  not,  Is  the  act  the  less 
megal  or  unconstitatlonal  when  done  by  indi- 
neeteon.  ?  All  admit  that  a  dkect  order  from 
the  Prerident  would  not  have  tonohed  pnblic 
Amda,  «d  thatflie  immoctinte  kespcsi « thoae 


fiinds  would  not  hare  been  bound  to  obey,  or 
even  have  been  justified  in  ob^ing,  each  order. 
Bnt  the  law  placed  in  the  hands  <a  Uie  Presi- 
dent an  instrument  with  whidi  it  could  be 
done,  and  with  which  it  was  done ;  and  I  shall 
now  show  that  it  was  done  by  putting  a  law- 
ful instrument  to  on  unlawful  use. 

The  constitution  places  the  collection  of  the 
revenues  of  the  United  States  in  Congress;  and 
the  spirit  of  that  provision,  coupled  with  the 
other  provision  which  requires  a  law  of  Con- 
gress to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury,  clearly 
fixes  the  custody  of  those  revenues,  when  col- 
lected, in  the  same  hands ;  and  the  several  laws 
passed  shortly  after  the  adoption  of  tbe  consti- 
tution, separating  onr  Government  into  Depart- 
ments, and  appoiating  their  heads,  recognize 
and  keep  up  this  principle.  Ta  those  acts  the 
Department  of  state  is  caUed  an  "execntilTe 
Department."  So  with  the  Department  of 
War ;  and  both  oonminnicatc  directly  with  the 
Prendent,  and  not  with  Congress;  while  the 
Treasury  Department  is  not  styled  executive, 
and  is  made  to  communicate  directly  with  Con- 
gress. Thus  is  explained  the  intent  of  the 
framers  of  tbe  constitution,  and  the  imder- 
standin^  which  a  contemporaneous  Congress 
had  of  its  provisions. 

But  gendemen  here  seize  upon  general  terms 
used  in  that  instrument,  and  would  make  them 
overturn  its  most  particular  and  express  pro- 
visions.  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Kr. 
Stbanob^  says  that,  by  the  express  lan^age  of 
the  MHistitntiDn,  "  all  exeontive  power  is  vested 
in  the  Prerident"  The  Senator  has  interpola- 
ted a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  con- 
stitution does  not  say  "  all ; "  its  letter  does 
not,  its  spirit  does  not  The  language  of  the 
constitution  is,  "the  executive  power,"  &c; 
but  gentlemen,  assuming  that  all  executive 
power  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ingenuity 
to  find  how  many  of  the  powers  of  onr  Govern- 
ment may  be  called  executive ;  and  all  that  can 
be  included  within  that  sweeping  and.undefln- 
able  term  they  attribute  to  the  President.  But 
the  constitation  does  not  say  "  all ; "  and  if  it 
did,  the  term,  as  it  is  elsewhere  Umited,  would 
not  justify  their  concln^ons.  Another  clause 
in  the  constitntion  does  grant  "  all  the  Ic^dar 
tive  powers  "  to  Congress ;  and  yet  the  same 
instrument,  in  another  of  its  articles,  confers  a 
large  and  important  portion  of  those  powers 
upon  the  Prasident.  The  judicial  power  is 
vested  in  a  Supremo  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  infeaor  courts  as  Congress  shall  from 
time  to  time  appoint ;  and  yet  the  same  instru- 
ment vests  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
an  important  portion  of  those  judicial  powers 
— ^the  trial  of  impeachments.  It  vests  in  the 
President  "  the  executive  power,"  and  in  an- 
other article  gifes  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  a  most  important  share  in  that  executive 
power.  Gentlemen  who  contend  that  aU  pow- 
er executive  in  its  nature  most  f<:^ow  this  gen- 
eral grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  separaaou, 
by  distinct  linei^  of  the  three  great  powers- 
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legi^ative,  execative,  and  judicial — and  their 
investment  ia  three  separate,  uncontrolled,  ir- 
renwnsible  branches,  seem  to  urith  all 
deferenoe^  to  nndentand  Utde  of  the  nature  of 
gOTemment  If  those  powers  were  exactly 
separated,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  nnoheck- 
ed  and  alone,  the  executive  power,  being  the 
stronger — indeed,  the  only  power  capable  of 
action — having  drawn  to  itself^  and,  according 
to  gentlemeD,  being  entitled  to,  the  custody  of 
the  ta-easore  of  the  nation,  womd  bo  independ- 
ent of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all 
must  be  absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vor- 
tex. 

I  have  said  that  the  executive  act  which  the. 
resolution  of  March,  1884,  condemns,  was,  in 
the  language  of  that  resolntion,  in  derogation 
of  both  the  constitation  and  law.  Thia  I  shall 
attempt  to  establish. 

Itwasi^ainstlaw.  TheaotofCongressinoor- 
pOTating  the  Bank  ^ the  United  States  was  alaw 
oonttumog  in  itself  a  contract  as  soon  as  accept- 
ed by  the  bank,  and  it  was  a  contract  for  a  good 
and  valuable  consideration ;  this  contract  was 
violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent,  (and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Korth  Carolina  (Mr.  Stbai^ob)  will 
not,  I  presume,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a 
spirit  as  well  as  letter,  if  the  constitntion  have 
none.)  It  was  violated  in  its  spirit,  and  so  vio- 
lated that,  as  between  individuals  in  a  parallel 
case,  an  action  of  law  coold  have  been  sustained, 
and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  was, 
that  Uie  pnUio  money  shonld  be  deposited  in 
tiie  hao^  and  shoidd  be  continnea  there  in 
deposit,  nndl  removed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tteasnry,  for  reasons  wbioh  he  was  required  to 
lay  before  Congress.  For  this,  among  other 
things,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  public 
ftmds,  wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge; 
and  it  paid,  in  cash,  a  lai^  bonos  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Under  this  contract,  it  seems  to  me 
perfectly  obvious,  and  even  self-evident,  that 
the  public  deposits  coold  not  be  removed,  un- 
less there  were  some  just  financial  cause  for 
removal.  It  could  not  be  done  to  try  experi- 
ments, nor  to  test  its  effect  upon  the  public 
mind,  but  for  scone  fiscal  reason,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  offidal  cogni- 
zance, and  which  he,  as  tiie  fiscal  agent,  oould 
make  known  to  Congress.  The  removal,  too, 
must,  in  order  to  conform  to  tliis  law,  be  an  act 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself— his 
own  official  act—his  own  reason  approving,  and 
his  own  will  moving  him  to  its  execution.  It 
mnst  have  been,  likewise,  a  Secretary,  the  reg- 
ular officer  of  the  Government  appointed  to 
perform  the  general  duties  of  that  office,  and 
to  whose  daties  this  was  but  incidental  and 
additional;  not  an  officer  appointed  for  the 
sole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act,  and 
pledged  or  committed  to  the  adt  before  his  ap- 
pointment. If  this  were  not  the  case,  the  ref- 
erence to  the  Secretary  of  ilie  Treasury,  and 
the  requirement  of  his  reasons,  were  bat  a 
mockery,  a  criminal  evasion  of  right  and  jna- 
Uot,  wbicAk  woald  stamp  fhrnd  upon  any  pri- 
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vate  ccmtract.  I  have  thus  shown  what  oogbt 
to  have  been  done  according  to  a  fur  and  Jost 
constmction  of  this  law  ma  contract ;  I  wiU 
now  show  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Just  after  the  adjournment  of  Congreas,  and 
but  a  few  weeks  alter  an  inquiry  in  Uie  Honse 
of  Representatives,  and  a  decision  that  tlw 
public  depodts  were  safe  in  the  Bank  of  the 
iTnited  States,  the  President  set  on  foot  negotis- 
tions  with  the  State  banks,  with  a  view  to  Uie 
removal  of  the  deposits ;  this  without  the  con- 
sent or  concurrence  of  the  then  Secretry  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  removal,  bat  with  his  known 
and  avowed  opinion  against  the  propriety  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.   I  speak  now 
of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  consnlted  by 
the  President,  and  required  to  do  tiie  deed.  He 
would  not  lend  himself  to  be  the  instrnment 
for  any  such  purpose;  he  refused,  and  wu 
removed  from  that  office,  to  a  higher,  it  is  tme, 
but  removed  so  that  he  went  out  of  the  way, 
and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  Be  wu 
of  opinion  that  the  deporata  coold  not  legally 
be  removed  without  a  reason,  and  that  the 
reasons  alleged  as  existing  were  unfounded  or 
iosafficient.   Now,  I  contend  that,  according  to 
any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the  bank  had 
a  right  to  the  judgment  of  Mr.  HcLane,  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  that  subject,  sad 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  his  judgment 
and  his  volition ;  and  it  was  a  breadi,  or, 
worse,  a  dishonest  evasion  of  that  contract  to 
put  that  Secretary  out  of  the  wajTi  ^  j^inioa 
having  been  taken,  and  because  hia  (pinion  was 
taken,  and  put  anotiier  in  bis  place  in  order  to 
try  the  experiment  upon  and  by  that  other, 
especially  as  the  then  Secretary  was  not  even 
accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety  in  bis 
judgment  or  in  his  acts.   His  promotion  to  a 
superior  office  shows  that  he  had  not  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive.    Mr.  HcLane  was 
removed,  and  Mr.  Duane  appointed  spedslly 
to  perform  the  act.   He  was  approached  on 
the  subject,  immediately  after  his  appointment, 
in  a  manner  which  touched  his  spirit  and 
wounded  his  pride,  and  by  an  individual  from 
whose  communion  he  shnmk  with  disgust. 
He  was  pressed  by  the  President  himself  bat 
at  last  refbsed,  because  the  reasons  for  the  set 
were  insufficient,  and  he  was  removed :  and  so 
far  aa  execntiTe  disappointment  and  party 
slander  could  do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The 
Premdent  then  called  in  a  third  Secretary,  who 
hod  pronounced  an  opinion  before  bis  appoint- 
ment ;  and  by  the  President,  through  bim,  the 
act  was  done.   Now,  I  say  that,  if,  in  a  parallel 
case  between  individuals,  this  coarse  hiul  been 
pursued  by  one  party  towards  the  other,  any 
court  or  jury  would  decide,  any  honest  com- 
munity would  declare,  that  the  contract  was 
violated — shamefully  violated. 

The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bu- 
CHAiTAK,)  in  his  zeal  to  vindicate  the  acts  of 
the  Preudent,  and  testi^  his  gratitade  to  him, 
hab  done  injustice  to  snne  of  nia  own  oonstitu- 
ents^to  men,  in  all  the  relationa  of  life,  aocial 
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and  ofiBctal,  as  correct  and  honorable  as  himselfl 
Hie  gentleman  said  that  the  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  TjDited  States,  for  political  effect 
for  the  pnrpoae  of  operating  upon  the  elecMona, 
and  compelling  a  recJuuter  of  the  bank,  first 
threw  ont  a  large  amount  of  bank  paper,  and 
created  a  delnsive  prosperity;  then  snddenly 
contracted  their  issnes,  in  onier  to  distress  the 
oommnnity,  and  make  them  cry  oat  for  a  re- 
charter.    This,  sir,  is  not  true  in  the  connection 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  stated ;  it  is  not 
tme  in  fact,  to  say  nothing  abont  motive.  The 
hank  did  not  contract  its  issues  until  it  bad 
receiTed  notice — unofficial,  it  is  true,  but  not 
imtfl  it  had  received  notice — that  the  deposits 
would  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  executive 
power  and  infloence  would  be  directed  against 
the  fautttotion,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it.  The 
doenmmts  Ind  upon  our  table  dnring  that  agi- 
tating serion  conclusively  ahow  this  feet.  Tbe 
poblie  prints  of  the  day,  on  the  nde  of  the 
admimstratioa,  show  it    The  n)eeche8  of 
Senators  in  tliis  body  at  that  time  enow  it.  By 
all  these,  tbe  bank  was  declared  to  he  insolvent, 
and  on  worthy  of  credit   The  public  deposits 
were  said  to  be  unsafe  in  its  vaults,  in  conse- 
quence of  that  insolvency;  and  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  settle  the  pre- '. 
Ihninaries  of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  State 
hanl^  declares  that  he  will  bring  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  reptile,  to  the  feet  of 
tbe  Execntive.   Then,  with  all  this  execntive 
power' and  executive  influence  directed  against 
It;  with  this  large  amount  of  pnUio  deposits 
to  be  soddenly  and  ctqiricionsly  withdrawn, 
while  at  tbe  same  time  the  party  press  re- 
sounded through  the  Union  tilie  approaching 
prostratioa  and  destruction  of  the  bank ;  while 
the  institution  was  assailed  on  all  ndes,  and 
anadvised  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack 
was  to  be  made;  I  ask  you,  ur,  and  I  ask  every 
ean^d  man,  whether  the  men  who  managed 
Ae  a&irs  of  that  institution,  whose  public  and 
whom  private  character  also  were  in  a  high 
degree  involved  in  m^ing  good  its  defence,  I 
ask  whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any 
show  or  color  of  justice,  for  using  all  tbe  lawfoj 
means  which  were  placed  in  their  hands  to 
Mirfjriw  and  support  the  <a«dit  of  the  insti- 
tation. 

Sir,  not  only  fheir  duty  to  tiiemselves,  but 
flieir  doty  to  the  trablie  at  lai^  required  it 
If  ibat  bank  had  fitllen  beneath  the  weight  of 
the  executive  arm,  it  would  have  dragged  down 
w^h  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  and  it 
would  have  cattsed  much  individoal  distress, 
haakrnptcy,  and  min.  Hence  every  prindple 
of  aetf-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriotism 
aod  of  duty,  united  to  impel  those  men  to  use 
every  means  so  to  guard  and  fortify  and  defend 
their  institution,  as  that  it  would  stand  the 
ahoclc  And  they  did  guard  it  and  defend  it  so 
that  it  withstood  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in 
its  most  palmy  days.  Perhaps  they  fortified 
flieir  Coitreas  more  stroo^y  than  actoal  neoee- 
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sity  required;  perhaps  they  overrated  the 
stren^  of  the  entnny,  and  were  not  folly 
ooDSCious  of  their  own;  perhaps  they  re- 
mained in  tiieir  intrenohments  after  the  riege 
was  raised,  or  the  power  of  the  assailants  had 
become  exhausted ;  but  if  they  erred,  it  was 
on  the  side  not  of  danger  but  of  duty,  and 
their  success  has  conferred  a  lading  benefit  on 
the  country.  This  much  I  have  tiiought  propw 
to  say  in  behalf  of  those  gentlemen  with  whom 
I  have  some  acquaintance,  but  no  connection 
of  any  kind ;  and  I  say  it  as  an  act  of  common 
justice  towards  them,  who  have  been-  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on 
this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
SrsANasJ  in  the  abundance  of  hia  charity, 
declares  that  he  does  not  accuse  Senators  of 
taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
He  acquits  them  of  Ae  foul  charge,  as  he  really 
believes  they  were  not  bribed.  The  Senate 
are  much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member 
for  his  decree  of  acquittal,  especially  as  tiiey 
never  constituted  him  their  judge.  But  what 
right  has  he,  or  what  right  has  any  man  who 
is  not  himself  shameless,  in  the  presence  of  this 
body  or  elsewhere,  to  entertain  the  infamous 
proposition  for  a  moment;  to  speak  of  it  in 
terms  of  either  denial  or  belief ;  to  refer  to  it 
at  all,  except  to  consign  the  base  slanderers 
who  invented  and  who  uttered  it,  to  the  depth 
of  infamy  which  their  atrocious  falsehoods 
have  merited  ?  Bat  there  are  bounds  to  the 
liberality  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 
He  thinks,  if  I  have  oomprebraded  him,  that 
gentlemen  here  who  were  counsel  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  may  hare  been  warped  in 
their  feelings  and  judgment  from  that  cause,  to 
fbrm  opinions  which  no  unbiassed  and  intelligent 
man  could  form,  and  to  db  acts  which  no  honest 
man  having  an  intellect  much  above  idiocy 
could  do.  The  Senator  has  not  told  us  where, 
or  how,  or  among  whom,  he  has  formed  his 
opinion  of  the  bar,  especially  of  those  who  are 
admitted  to  be  among  its  best  and  most  honor- 
able and  most  enlightened  members. 

[Mr.  Stranob  expltuned :  did  not  say  that 
gentiemen  who  were  counsel  for  the  bank  were 
biassed  frt)m  that  cause,  but  that  they  were 
warped  by  political  exdtemeut] 

I  am  h^py  (said  Ur.  K)  to  receive  the  ex* 
planation  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
and  yet  I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how  he 
used  the  fact  of  the  employment  of  some 
gentiemen  as  l^ol  counsel  for  the  hank,  and 
the  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a 
"  but,"  the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked 
bribery.  Bat  however  these  engagements  may 
have  been  supposed  by  him  or  others  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with  whom  they 
were  made,  they  certwnly  never  affected  mine, 
as  I  never  was  in  any  case  the  counsel  of  that 
institution.  Still,  I  know  not  but  the  same 
influence  may  be  brought  equally  home  to  me, 
for  I  in  several  cases  profited  by  the  litigation 
(riF  Uie  bank,  by  engagemoitB  on  the  oppoidte 
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Bide,  Tvbich  engagements  I  should  never  have 
had,  if  there  had  heen  no  bonk  to  bring  suits 
against  those  who  empl(^ed  me  to  defend 
them.  So  that,  on  the  whole,  I  believe  I  must 
even  share  with  mj  friends  here,  whom  I  have 
sometimes  met  in  the  ball  below,  where  jostioe 
is  still  administered,  and  where  truth  and 
reason  and  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or 
spumed,  I  must  even  content  myself  to  share 
with  them  in  the  imputation  of  that  bias  which 
counsellors  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel  in 
behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they 
obtain  a  cause  in  a  court  of  justice. 

But  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator's  charge, 
as  explained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  truth 
than  that  which  I  had  mistaken  for  it,  and 
which  he  has  just  corrected.  I,  for  one,  was 
not  moved  in  this  matter  by  pciUtioal  interest 
or  politioal  excitement.  It  was  a  subject  for 
eoof  ddiberation  and  sober  jadnnent^  and  I 
brought  the  powers  of  my  mind  calmly  and 
patiently  to  act  upon  it ;  and  when  full  convic- 
tion  followed  investigation,  and  my  opinion  was 
fixed,  I  acted  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement — ^unless, 
indeed,  a  strong  feeling  of  attachment  to  those 
abstractions  c^led  law  and  right,  which  at 
some  times,  and  in  some  minds,  warms,  and 
kindles,  and  glows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be  called 
by  that  name. 

I  have  sud,  and  have  attempted  to  show, 
that  the  act  of  the  Prendent,  in  the  removal 
of  the  depodta,  was  ill^al.  The  Senator  from 
North  Oarolina  cannot  concave  it  posdble  that 
any  man  can  hold  suoh  an  opinion ;  but  he  tells 
us  that  he  was  himself  Btartled  at  the  boldness 
of  the  act:  he  feared  the  people  would  not 
sustain  it.  And  permit  me,  with  all  deference, 
to  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  the  people  had 
not  sustained  it,  he  would  then  have  been 
startled  at  its  illegality.  I  thought  it  illegal ; 
so  thought  twenty-eight  out  of  forty-eight 
Senators  in  this  body ;  so  thought  HcLane, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  so  thought  Duane, 
who  was  made  Secretary  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  doing  the  act.  And  when  they  thought  so, 
their  political  feelings  and  their  personal  pre- 
dilections were  -all  on  the  side  of  tiiose  doing 
the  act  which  their  judgments  condemned. 
This  same  act,  dr.  wliidi  staHled  the  Senator 
from  Korth  GanuiuB  In  his  private  retreat, 
startied  also  the  nation ;  and  the  sensation  did 
not  Bttbdde  until  they  and  he  had  become  used 
and  reoQudled  to  new  and  extravagant  acts  of 
exeontive  power.  There  are  other  sentlemen 
now  on  tms  fioor  who  condemned  uub  act  in 
the  strongest  terms,  nntil  they  knew  tbat  the 

Eopuiar  voice  would  sustain  it.  The  Senator 
om  Virainia  near  me,  (Mr.  Bives,)  at  the 
close  of  t£e  last  session,  in  a  speech  which,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  has  never  found  its  way  into 
the  public  papers,  declared  that  in  this  act  be 
thought  the  Executive  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  oonstitution,  bnt  that  he  had  not 
overBto^>ed  it.  I  ^fibred  from  the  Senator 
frtnn  Virj^nia  in  this  only :  I  thought  he  had 
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not  only  gone  to  the  verge  of  the  constitationnl 
boundary,  but  that  he  iiad  broken  over  it 
That  gentlfflnan  and  myii^  were  s^arated  ia 
opinion  by  a  mere  mathematical  line— length, 
witiiout  breadth  or  thickness — ^for  he  thought, 
and  so  sud  on  the  oocauon  I  have  referredto, 
that  the  custody  of  the  public  treasure  be- 
longed, by  the  constitution,  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  States  and  of  the  people ;  and  tii^ 
almost  any  sacrifice  ought  to  be  mode,  in  order 
to  restore  it  to  their  bands.  Bnt  the  Senator 
from  North  Oarolina — ^whose  opinion,  sinoe  hs 
has  recovered  from  the  first  surprise  that  the 
executive  act  occasioned,  is,  on  this  sabjeet 
especially,  entitied  to  a  ver^  great  weight—' 
tbmks  that  no  man,  possesdng  both  tumeetj 
and  sense,  could  vote  for  the  raaolutifHi  nlm 
passed  tiie  Senate. 

[Mr.  SlBAxan.  I  did  not  ei^  bo,  I  Hud 
they  could  not,  unless  under  strong  prenow 
bias.] 

Mr.  Swing.   The  explanation  amounts  to  but 
little.   A  bias  which  destroyed  the  honesty  or 
obscured  the  sense,  is  now  introduced  and  at- 
tributedj  to  lighten  the  odium  of  the  cha^ 
which  his  unqualified  language,  as  I  understood 
it,  cast  upon  the  former  mqjority  of  this  body. 
And  now,  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very 
verge  of  the  constitution,  and  had  then  pos- 
ses^ himself  of  the  treasure  which,  by  that 
constitution,  belonged  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, who  wa^  in  privatei,  "  startied "  by  tin 
boldneas  of  the  act,  nntU  he  found  that  the 
people  sustained  It,  are  ready  to  vote  cenaore 
and  obloquy  upon  those  Senators  who  ventured 
to  express  an  opinion,  before  they  knew  whether 
tiiat  opinion  would  be  sustained  by  the  populu 
voice  or  not.   For  one,  I  respeot  not  thdr 
opinions,  so  elicited  and  so  expressed ;  and  I 
scorn  their  censure  and  their  reproach.  \?bea 
men  use  language  harsh  or  vinmctive,  or  utter 
degrading  charges  against  others  at  least  as 
honorable  as  themselves,  they  seize  a  two- 
edged  Bword,  which  often  wounds  the  h«id  that 
wields  it.  I  am  willing  to  stand  in  the  rants 
in  whidi  I  then  stood,  ud  now  atiud, 
receive  their  onset,  no  matter  how  fleree  aud 
how  furious.  I  am  wilHng  to  risk  the  oharaoter 
of  the  m^ority  which  piesed  that  resolutioi, 
for  integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence 
of  thought  and  of  action,  against  this  majority, 
which  is  now  the  instrument  of  its  repudiation. 
And  i^  in  connection  witii  tiie  pregnant  inci- 
dents of  the  times,  the  names  of  those  who 
bare  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes  should 
descend,  and  pass  in  review  before  posterity, 
I  feel  that  X  have  well  chosen  the  rank  in 
which  my  humble  name  shall  stand  to  receira 
the  judgment  of  that  august  tribunal. 

I  find  that  I  am  desultory  and  diffbse  in  my 
course  of  discussion^  but  time  was  not  allowed 
me  to  prepare  to  be  connected  and  brief.  I 
have  shown  that  &e  removal  of  the  deporits 
was  in  vUdation  of  a  contract,  and  ag^nat  lav. 
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I  shall  now  endeavor  to  make  good  the  pontion 
tb&t  it  was  in  violation  of  the  oonstitation.  For 
this,  a  few  words  will  saffice ;  for  it  flows  as  a 
eonseqnenoe  from  the  illegality  of  the  act  of 
remov^  and  the  conceded  point  that  the  liCgis- 
Utore,  and  not  the  Ezecntive,  is  the  coostitn- 
tional  keeper  and  goardian  of  the  pablio  treas- 
UTR.  The  President,  if  he  had  seized  that 
treasore  hj  an  act  of  open  and  direct  violence, 
asd  become  himself  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of 
le^dative  anthori^,  woold,  oy  the  oononrrent 
onmion  oTaU  hwe,  have  violatod  tiiat  conadtn- 
tion  which  made  the  L^iiBlatare  its  keeper. 
Bitt  i£t  tliron^  the  ezercdse  of  a  power  which 
the  2au  (not  the  oonstitntion)  placed  in  his 
hands  for  other  purposes,  he  did  by  lawAU 
wiann  effect  this  nnconsUtational  object,  does  it 
vary  the  case,  or  make  the  violation  of  the 
constitution  lees  certunf  The  President  had 
1^  law  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory,  thoof^  he  had  no  right  to  seize  the 
pnbUo  treasoTe ;  bnt,  throogh  the  exercise  of 
that  power  of  removal,  exerted  for  Uiat  dlstinot 
and  avowed  porpo&e,  and  that  purpose  only,  he 
did  seize  upon  the  pnblio  treasore,  and  dispose 
<^  it  aooordiog  to  nis  wilL  He  used  a  lawful 
weapwi  to  do  an  illegal  and  nnconstitntional 
act  This  is  not  difficult  to  be  oomjHrehended. 
A  man  has  a  le^  right  to  use  bia  own  walking- 
stick  ;  yet  it  ia  easy  to  conceive  how  he  may 
use  it  illegally.  The  Senator  &om  Yirainia 
admits  that  the  Preddent  almost  violated  the 
constitution.  "He  marched  to  its  verge."  I 
say  he  overstepped  it 

These  are  my  reasons  for  thinking  and  for 
voting  that  the  executive  act  of  the  President 
in  tiie  case  referred  to,  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  constitntaon  and  law,  but  in  violation 
of  both ;  and  I  care  not  how  lightly  the  Senator 
from  North  Oarolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
sense  or  h<Miesty  which  dictated  that  opiuion 
and  that  vote.  Laogoage  such  as  his  on  this 
oeearion  &Ua  harmlesa  to  the  gromid,  or  recoils 
<n  Um  who  utters  it 

Having  proved  the  statement  in  the  resolation 
tne,  the  next  InqnU^  is  as  to  onr  right  to 
s|>read  it  on  the  record.  Gentlemen  on  the 
side  of  the  administration  heap  npon  the  act, 
in  this  aspect  of  it,  the  terms  shameful," 
**  diagnwefol,** "  flagrant  impropriety  "—all  the 
mithets  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  which 
those  diligent  gentlemen  have  been  able  to 
collect  and  amass  from  onr  whole  vocabnlary. 
Bat  let  this  pass ;  it  amounts  to  little.  Re- 
proach and  violence  from  those  who  profess  Uk 
pass  judgment,  leaves  an  intelligent  pablio  (to 
whom  is  the  final  appeal)  impressed  with  uie 
eoQTietion  that  the  discretion  of  the  judge  was 
lost  in  his  own  passion.  They  probably  will 
not  stop  to  inqaire  what  has  become  of  his  pro- 
priety. On  toe  one  hand,  towards  the  form«: 
majority  of  the  Senate  we  have  vituperation 
and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant  of 
ITevjnite,  by  a  felon  like  himself;  and  towards 
tte  fl-^dent  tirade  npon  tirade  of  fulsome 
flatteiy,  which  would  make  even  a  coquette  torn 


sick.  Let  all  this  go  to  the  country ;  a  discern- 
ing public  will  see  what  I  see — motives  not  to 
be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the  breasts 
of  those  who  say  and  do  these  things — deep, 
bat  not  hidden,  and  prompting  them,  or  rather 
goading  them  on  to  the  act  As  the  deed  is  to 
be  done,  I  am  glad  it  comes  in  the  form,  and  is 
pressed  in  the  spirit  and  temper  which  here 
disdoses  itself ;  for,  being  so  done,  it  will  be 
repudiated  as  authority,  either  as  to  opinion 
or  fact,  by  every  honest  and  candid  mind. 

"Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  pass 
this  rasolutwn,  if  the  facta  and  opinions  set 
forth  in  it  be  tme  and  correct?  Gentlemen 
say  we  may  not  express  our  opinion  of  the  act, 
because  we  may  possibly  be  the  triers  of  the 
actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be 
impeached,  and  we,  as  a  S^te,  woold  be  called 
npon  to  try  him;  therefore,  it  was  indelicate 
and  improper  to  give  an  opinion  beforehand 
which  might  influence  our  deciBion  here^ter. 
Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  question 
of  delicacy  and  propriety  here  put,  is  merely 
of  a  personal  nature,  and  addresses  itself  to 
each  individual  member  rather  than  to  the 
whole  body;  for  the  Senate,  as  a  body,  was 
not  coomiitted  to  any  thing  by  that  resolution. 
Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resolutions 
passed,  with  the  full  knowledge  that  all  of  us 
had  of  the  |>ower  of  the  Executive  and  the 
state  of  parties  in  the  other  House;  suppose 
any  one  here,  being  asked  privately  his  opinion 
on  the  subject,  had  declined,  as  a  matter  of 
delicat^,  to  give  it,  lest  he  should  be  committetl, 
in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against 
the  President,  which  would  you  have  consid- 
ered it,  a  serious  scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jest? 
The  truth  is,  there  is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor 
am  I  able  to  convince  myself  that  any  man 
("  except  under  strong  political  bios  ")  can  be- 
lieve there  is  any  thing  in  it  As  for  myself. 
I  knew  there  was  to  be  no  impeachment,  and 
no  trial ;  and  my  own  opinion  of  propriety  and 
right  was  then^as  it  is  now,  the  gmde  of  my 
own  actions.  The  Presidrat  had  done  an  act 
violatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
afiectiog  the  powers  and  rights  of  this  body  as 
one  of  the  legislative  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment What  was  to  be  done!  Beaasert  the 
constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by 
law  ?  The  executive  veto  was  ready  to  give  a 
quietus  to  every  law  which  you  might  have 
attempted  to  pass.  He  had  possessed  himself 
of  the  pnblic  treasure,  and  you  could  pass  no 
law  to  wrest  it  from  his  hands.  What  was  to 
be  done  ?  Be  calm,  say  gentlemen ;  be  quiet ; 
make  no  disturbance ;  it  is  quite  startling ;  but 
say  nothing ;  the  country  can  stand  it ;  and 
perhws,  if  yon  are  tdlent  and  patient  under 
this,  the  President  may  commit  no  more  acts 
of  violence;  but,  if  yon  irritate,  he  may  do  still 
worse  things.  They  therefore  would  have  re- 
commended silence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislatiTe  body,  has  the 
right  to  assert  its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that 
mat  of  natore's  laws,  self-preswvation.  A 
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body  composed  of  Dtimeroas  memlKrs  can 
qieak  only  by  some  prescribed  form,  sacb  as 
an  order  or  resolution ;  and  as,  in  this  case,  their 
eoDsUtntional  powere  were  assailed,  it  was 
their  duty,  their  solemn  duty,  to  reassert  tiiem, 
that  the  invasion  mi^bt  not  stand  without  ob- 
jection or  contradiction,  and  thus  become  a 
binding  precedent  in  fhture  times. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is  also  objected 
to  as  one  couched  in  terms  of  ceoeure  against 
the  Preudent;  it  is  said  to  be  repruachnil  in 
fta  language  and  its  import.  Believing  that  I 
have  established  the  posiljoa  that  the  nsolu- 
HoD.  is  tme  in  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and 
that  it  was  dne  to  the  rights  of  this  bodj, 
willed  we  were  delegated  hy  the  States,  for  the 
time  being,  to  gaard  and  protect,  ihat  we  should, 
in  a  resolnttoQ  conohod  in  some  language,  assert 
those  rights ;  I  now  ask  any  candid  man, 
whether  a  partisan  of  the  President  or  not,  if 
he  can  devise  any  language,  conveying  the  sub- 
stance and  sense  of  t^  resoluUoD,  which  shall 
be  more  decorous  and  more  courteous  than 
that  ?  Oan  you,  sir,  convey  the  idea  in  milder, 
more  dignified,  and  more  appropriate  Iraguage  f 
It  is  true  it  contuns  no  compliment,  no  adula- 
tion. This  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
discovered,  and  therefore  condemns  it.  That 
gentleman,  in  reference  to  the  President,  uses 
the  word  "  immaculate,"  which  I  never  before 
heard  applied  to  but  m«  created  bdng,  and 
that  in  worship.  This  resolution  oontsuis  no 
snch  term,  as  appUed  to  the  President ;  and  I 
think  I  would  not  now,  if  it  were  ^ain  before 
the  Senate,  move  to  insert  t^e  word,  even  if 
that  would  gain  for  it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

In  England,  from  which  we  derive  our  free 
institutions,  and  to  which  we  still  refer  for  pre- 
cedent of  parliamentary  independence,  (God 
knows  how  long  those  examples  may  be  en- 
dured,) in  England  it  is  not  deemed  the  duty 
of  Parliament  to  address  the  King,  or  to  answer 
his  address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and 
praise.  The  British  Parliament  represents  a 
free  pet^le,  and  tbey  have  not  forgotten  to 
itpeak  the  language  of  freemen ;  ana  did  any 
one  ever  hear  of  an  attempt  in  that  body  to 
oast  reproach  upon  itself  or  any  of  its  members, 
lieoanse  they  ventured  in  such  address  to  move 
or  to  express  disapprobation  of  the  acts  of 
their  monarch,  or  to  assert  their  own  rights  or 
the  rights  of  the  people !  It  certainly  has  not 
been  deemed  a  cause  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nals, that  they  contun  sometning  disagreeable  to 
m^jesty.  There  was  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late 
as  the  reign  of  Oharles  the  First,  when  the 
King  sent  into  the  House  of  Commons  his  war- 
rant to  arrest  aod  imprison  members  for  words 
uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliament ;  but  that 
time  has  ^cme  by.  Great  Britain,  moving  in 
the  direob<Hi  towards  freedom  and  the  perfect- 
ing of  free  institutions,  has  long  since  passed 
that  point,  and  we,  tending  as  rapidly  towards 
deqtotio  power,  have  not  yet  qnite  reached  it. 
"Wbm  we  look  at  Britiah  preoodents  and  refer 


to  British  history,  we  ou^t  not  to  forget  tliat 
they  and  we  have  started  at  different  pointi^ 
and  are  moving  in  different  directions.  Tbey, 
be^nning  with  an  irregular  and  almost  desprtic 
monarchy,  with  undefined  powers,  checked  nily 
by  tiie  strength  of  the  fenaal  aristocracy,  havs 
marched  onwards  slowly  but  steadily,  step  bj 
step,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  free  and  rep- 
resentative Government;  and  perhaps  they 
are  still  moving  onward.  We,  commenoing 
with  a  pure  constitutional  representative  Goy- 
emment,  with  justly  balanced  powers,  have 
rushed  onward  with  a  vdocity  almost  incim- 
o^vable  towards  despotiam,  If  it  be  deoimna 
to  call  that  de^^tism  wHofa  oonoentrates  tSL 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  a  nngle  ma, 
and  makes  his  will  the  law.  I^  in  our  difbrent 
course,  we  should  meet  our  great  arohe^rp^ 
and  find,'  at  some  one  moment  of  our  Ustuy, 
our  Government  to  be  what  hers  is  or  vas,  ve 
are  not  to  suppose  that  onr  career  is  Utence- 
forward  to  be  the  same.  If  we  meet,  we  pass 
with  the  swiftness  of  moving  endues,  so  that 
we  can  scarcely  catch  a  glance  of  that  which 
we  have  met,  and  from  which  we  are  paEBinj;. 

Mr.  President,  every  thing  intrinsic  and  ei- 
trin^o,  all  that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or 
enlist  one  vulgar  passion,  no  matter  how  low 
and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gentlemen  who  oogbt 
to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sustain  them 
in  the  commis8i<»i  of  this  act.  The  Senator 
fhmi  Vii^ia,  (Hr.  Bivss,)  could  you  credit  it^ 
sir,  says  that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  the 
constitutional  departments  of  our  Government, 
and. without  which  the  form  as  well  as  the 
essence  of  our  Clovemment  could  not  exist; 
that  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself  is  a 
member,  and  which  a  common  but  very  hMnely 
proverb  might  teach  him  he  conld  not  dimmer 
without  self-degradation ;  this  Senate,  he  says, 
is  essentially  an  aiistocratio  body,  riding  upon 
the  backs  of  the  people.   Bo  we  hear  thtU  here, 
and  from  such  a  source,  or  was  I  deceived? 
Who  are  tbey  that  comprae  the  aristocracy  of 
this  body  ?   Hen  elected  by  the  State  to  dis- 
charge, for  a  time,  an  important  tnut;  and 
who,  when  that  trust  is  discharged,  and  the 
period  of  their  service  ended,  retom  again  to 
the  common  mass  from  which  they  were  taken  1 
Aristocracy  t   Where  is  the  danger,  where  is 
the  possibility,  of  an  aristocratic  order  ridng 
up  in  this  Union?    Look  about  you  eveiy- 
wnere:  men  who  bold  the  highest  stations, 
and  wield  the  greatest  influence,  and  evtsa 
wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.   Their  power  and  their  influence  they 
cannot  transmit ;  and,  as  to  their  wealth,  when 
the  hand  that  gathered  and  the  band  which 
holds  it  shsll  monlder  in  the  dust,  it  is  scattered 
to  the  four  winds  of  heaven ;  it  goes  to  build  up 
and  enrich  the  son  of  the  h wd-handed  yeoman  \ 
and  the  children's  ohOdrui  of  him  who  wmnt- 
ed  his  gold  by  miUions  become,  not  b^^ars, 
but  common  laborers  in  our  streets.  wher& 
then,  is  the  danger  of  aristoersQT  In  America! 
There  is  one  source  from  which  it  may  flow  iq 
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upon  ua,  and  one  only.  When  oar  pahllo  offices 
become  trannnissible  hy  the  will  of  the  incum- 
bent  to  his  BoooeaBor;  when  the  men  who  hold 
ititioa  can  direct  the  line  through  which  the 
SQCoession  to  that  station  shall  descend,  whether 
hj  birth  to  the  son,  or  by  appointment  to  the 
&TOcit0f  we  have,  in  sabstanee,  a  monardh^, 
and  we  have  an  ari8tocra<nr,  in  the  classic 
langnage  of  the  Senator,  "  riding  on  the  backs 
of  the  people ; "  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shamo- 
fiil,  corrapt,  and  cormptlng  oligarchy. 

The  genUemaa  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bc- 
chxjsan)  says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called 
npon  to  rejadge  its  own  justice;  in  other 
words,  to  det^mine  whether  the  opinion  it 
expre^ed  was  correct  or  not.   Bat  is  this  true  I 
Is  that  the  act  to  which  the  majority  of  the 
Senate  is  now  proceeding!   If  so,  it  were  hut 
AD  exprra^oa  of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions 
heretofore  expressed  by  a  former  mt^ority,  and 
oitirely  consstent  with  gentlemanly  intercoorse 
and  fediug.  Bat  no  snch  thing.   Ko;  it  is 
placed,  and  it  is  prftssed,  as  a  vote  of  censure 
and  opprobrium  npon  the  former  m^ority.  The 
^enUemao  from  Pennaylvania,  it  seems,  once 
mtended  it  should  assume  a  form  consistent 
with  the  courtesy  and  propriety  of  legislative 
bodiesL   He  promised  the  striking  oat  of  the 
oboozioas  word  "  expunge,"  and  so  the  resolu- 
tion was  to  have  passed;  and  what  strong 
modve,  or  strong  otTence,  coald  have  induced 
the  Senator  to  abandon  his  conciliatory  course, 
and  again  poison  the  resolution  with  insolt  and 
re^uiwcfai   What,  think  yon,  could  have  so 
dnven  him  from  his  propriety  ?   Why,  truly  a 
Senator  from  ICasaachnsetta,  aome  two  years 
ance,  moved  to  lay  the  expunging  resolntioo, 
when  m  amended,  on  &xo  table ;  tiiat  was  t^e 
insult:  a  motion  to  lay  a  resolndon  on  the 
table  is  the  mighty  insult  which  swells  the 
hearts  of  gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  witii 
patriotic  indignation,  and  which  justifies  all 
this  harsh  and  rutlilesa  violence.   Hence  the 
word  "expunge"  in  the  body  of  the  resolu- 
tion—  hence  a  recital  charged  with  as  harsh 
and  iinarions  impatation  as  gentlemen  can  use 
towards  each  other,  if  not  more  harsh  and 
more  iigorions.   The  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vama  says  he  wished  to  be  saved  the  necessity 
of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigma 
upon  themselvee.   Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and 
fhowe  with  whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave 
them  impunity,  to  fix  stigmas,  or  compel  sti^- 
mas,  npcm  men,  in  all  things  honorable,  their 
«4aals  at  least !   Who  carea  for  tbeh-  stigma 
or  their  oensnre  ?   I,  for  one,  cast  them  to  the 
winds.   I  despise,  I  trample  upon  them.  Sir, 
nnce  it  has  been  determined  that  a  resolution 
in  any  form  inconsistent  with  the  resolutioa  of 
Harch,  183^  should  pass ;  and  since  there  is  at 
last  a  migority  in  the  Senate  ready  to  obey  the 
mandate,  I  am  glad  once  agun  that  it  contains 
substance,  and  has  assnmed  a  form,  which  will 
fi^rerer  d(»troy  it  as  authority  for  the  future ; 
aod  whea  it  comes  to  an  issue  saoh  as  tiiis, 
Teradty,  and  honor,  and  character  brooght  into 
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collision,  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  the  contest,  and 
I  care  not  witlxwhat  weapons  it  is  waged.  AU 
at  last  rasolts  in  an  appeal  to  the  country  and 
to  filtare  times.  And  if  this  resolntion  had 
been  conched  in  language  of  decent  sobriety ; 
if  it  had  been  in  its  terms  calm,  dispassionate, 
and  strong,  it  would,  by  virtue  of  the  names 
which  support  it,  have  carried  with  it  much 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  no 
duiger  of  this ;  the  resolution  itself,  and  the 
speeches  with  which  it  is  ushered  in,  show  the 
spirit  by  which  it  is  moved.  Sir  Edward  Coke, 
at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  a  sycophant, 
called  Sir  Walter  Ealeigh  "  a  spider  of  hell," 
because  Raleigh  was  unhappily  out  of  favor 
with  his  sovereign ;  yet,  no  one  at  this  day 
esteems  Coke  the  more  or  Raleigh  the  less  for 
this  ootponring  of  malignity.  Edmund  Saun- 
ders, in  the  report  of  one  of  his  oases  at  law, 
says  that  Twysden  (Justice)  save  Jnd^ent  in 
furore;  and  he  adds,  in  his  qmet  manner, 
"  note,  reader,  his  judgment  was  deariy 
wrong;"  and  snch  has  been  the  oniveiwl 
opinion  of  the  profession  since ;  and  such  will 
be  the  opinion,  a  priori^  of  mankind,  as  to 
every  jndicial  decision,  and  every  act  of  a 
deliberative  body,  which  is  the  resmt  of  paa^don 
rather  than  of  reason  and  judgment 

The  mf^ority  of  the  Senate,  who  are  moving 
on,  or,  perhaps,  more  properly  speaking,  moved 
on,  to  the  destruction  of  the  journals,  ought  to 
connder  well  the  act  which  they  are  about  to 
perform.  The  constitution,  which  we  and  tiiey 
are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that  the  Senate 
shall  "  keep  "  a  jonmal  of  their  proceedings; 
mndtt  oselesa  leatnin^  was  expended  upon  ^ia 
word  at  the  last  session.  We  know  iu  mean- 
ing without  consulting  onr  dictionaries;  its 
popular  sense  is  its  true  sense.  The  framers 
of  the  constitntion  did  not  search  books  for  the 
definition  of  the  word,  bat  understood  it  and 
used  it  in  its  plain  and  obvious  sense ;  and  they 
would  have  been  astonished  if  it  had  been  told 
them  that  that  word  could  ever  become  the 
Bul^ect  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and  that  it  is 
now  the  doctrine  of  the  m^ority  that  the  de- 
struction of  the  record  is  no  ii^^tion  of  the 
constitution,  which  requires  that  it  shall  be 
kept,  ia  a  touchstone  by  which  the  value  of 
tlieir  judgment  against  the  former  m^jcnitT  of 
the  Soiate  may  m  tested.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  under- 
stand and  decide^  as  well  as  the  most  learned 
and  most  wise ;  and  they  can,  from  this  speci- 
men,  determine  how  much  weight  ia  due  to  the 
opinions  of  men  who  hold  that  to  erase,  to  blot 
out,  to  expunge.  Is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
command  to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all 
have  sworn  obedience.  I  will  not  touch  the 
miserable  sophistry  by  which  gentlemen  at- 
tempt to  evade  the  meaning  and  wrest  the  sense 
of  this  provision  of  the  constitntion:  it  does 
not  merit  a  reply. 

The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  snbetan- 
tially  copied,  in  this  particnlar,  from  the  Con- 
stitution <^  the  Unitea  States ;  like  that,  it  oon- 
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tuns  a  proviBion  that  both  Honses  ehatl  keep  a 
jotunal.  The  Senator  from  PenasylraDia,  macy 
yean  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  of 
that  Legislature,  moved  a  resolation  declaring 
that  it  was  a  Tiolation  of  the  constitution  to 
expange  any  thin^  from  the  journal  once  en- 
tered there.  He  is  of  the  same  opinion  still ; 
and  he  proposes  to  be  consistent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  jonrnals 
of  this  body,  under  a  precisely  similar  constitn- 
tional  proviuon.  Oomd  any  man,  who  had  not 
heonl  him,  coiyectnre  how  thia  could  be  done  t 
The  word  ec^ungt  has,  he  says,  a  literal,  and  it 
has  also  a  meta^horieal  meaning;  and  the  re- 
cords of  the  Senate  u«  to  be  exponi^  meta- 
phorically. Vhat  B  farce,  if  its  atrocity  would 
permit  oa  to  look  upon  it  as  a  sabjeet  of  ridi- 
ddel  Bnt  who  could  avoid  smiling,  even  in 
the  midst  of  bitterness,  to  see  the  array  of  aa- 
thorities  which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to 
show  that  the  word  expunge  "  is  used  meta- 
phorically in  cases  where  it  cannot  have  a  lit- 
eral application!  He  has  shown  us  examples 
in  which  good  writers  speak  of  expun^g  forms 
of  government,  systems  of  religion,  and  the 
vices  of  men — all  clearly  metaphorical,  and 
Imown  at  once  to  be  so,  because  they  are  not 
susceptible  of  the  literal  and  physical  applica- 
tion of  the  term.  Ton  cannot  draw  a  Uaok 
line  over,  nor  can  you  draw  black  lines  ronnd, 
a  *'fiinn  of  government,"  for  yon  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  sym- 
mebyand  destroy  i&  strength;  nor  can  yon 
take  physical,  tangible  hold  of  systems  of  reli- 
gion or  of  human  vices;  hence  the  terms  you 
apply  to  them  are  neoessarily  metaphorical, 
whether  yon  expunge,  nproot.,  or  demolish 
them.  But  if  you  expunge  a  writing  which  is 
on  paper,  or  uproot  a  tree  or  shrub,  or  demol- 
ish a  building,  the  words  then  have  their  literal 
meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  physical  appli- 
cation; and  he  who  pretends  to  ose  it  under 
those  ciroamstances  metaphorically,  wrests  the 
word  from  its  true  use,  and  gives  it  a  false 
application.  Expunge  metaphoricaUy  1  The 
disqnirition  of  tiie  learned  gentleman  reminds 
me  of  the  deotli  of  two  don^ty  heroes  in  a 
fatal  battle,  oommemOTated  in  the  "Bape  of 
the  Look"— 

"One  died  In  iMfopAor,  and  atxo  in  song." 

It  win  be  seen  at  once  that  the  thought  b 
much  better  in  a  burlesque  poem  than  in  grave 
debate  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  spread 
cheering  prospects  before  ns;  a  bright  vista, 
opening  amid  the  surrounding  gloom,  to  delight 
our  vision.  This,  he  says,  is  the  last  exciting 
subject  that  is  to  agitate  onr  councils ;  we  are 
to  have  a  halcyon  sea8(»i;  all  is  to  be,  hence- 
fi>rtii,  qoiet.  and  kindness,  and  peace.  Bnt  he 
has  not  told  us  how  t^ese  things  are  to  be 
brought  to  pass ;  whether  this  is  the  last  act 
of  violence  that  is  to  be  perpetrated  the  ma- 
jority against  the  constitntilm  of  their  country 
and  the  rights  of  this  body;  or  whether  he  sop- 


poses  that,  by  this,  the  nnrit  of  Hberfy  is  to  be 
crushed,  and  we  are  to  be  awed  to  thence  sad 
submisGion.  I  will  euppose  the  first,  as  it  bet- 
ter accords  with  the  smdness  which  he  still 
enterttuns  for  those  whose  rights  and  feelings 
he  has  most  outraged ;  and  if  so,  his  laugaagQ 
may  be  rendered  into  brief,  plan  En^i^  thus: 
GtenUemen,  be  quiet  and  be  calm ;  meet  ns  with 
no  arguments,  and  cast  on  us  no  reproaches; 
the  President  must  be  gratified,  because  he  is 
immaculate ;  and  yon  must  be  stigmatized,  he- 
cause  you  have  offended  him.  We  may  be 
somewhat  harsh  and  nnscrupuloua,  bnt  excose 
ns,  fbr  we  are  very  much  excited;  but  this  it 
the  last  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  lawless  vio- 
lenoe  against  yon;  aU  absll  be,  boioefortb,  j» 
tioe  and  peace. 

I  should  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pesmsylvania  has  that  power  over 
the  political  elements  which  he  seems  to  chum, 
in  riving  us  this  strong  assurance  of  their  fbtnn 
quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely  upon  bis 
promise  or  his  prediction;  but  no,  he  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  stsnd- 
ard  of  the  constitution  and  the  law,  cannot, 
when  they  choose,  rear  it  again,  and  rally  the 
hosts  around  it,  and  calm  their  fears,  and  re- 
animate their  confidence.  They  cannot  1^ 
their  hands  upon  the  institutions  of  their  eoon- 
try,  and  pnU  down  and  destroy,  until  tb^ 
themselves  ahall  be  satisfied,  and  tiien  bid  tM 
work  of  misohief  oeaae.  Whoi  the  ocean  is 
lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who  are  the  ^ir* 
its  of  the  storm,  they  cannot  say  to  it,  "  thus  far 
sholt  thou  go,  and  no  farther;  and  here  sbtHl 
thy  proud  waves  be  stayed."  No,  he  is  de- 
ceived; there  are  other  powers  in  motion  bdoir 
and  around  him,  which  he  wists  not  o£  and 
whose  might  he  can  neither  direct  nor  reust 
I  have  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  migh^ 
ocean,  and  noted  the  precursors  of  the  coming 
storm.  I  have  heard  the  moan  of  the  waves 
in  the  caverns  of  the  deep,  and  seen  the  np- 
heaving  of  the  billows,  which  will  rise,  and 
rage,  and  toss,  as  foam  from  their  crest,  him' 
and  those  who  are  now  lua  trust  and  Us 
strength. 

Mr.  President,  I  envy  not  the  triom]^  d 
him  who  has  pressed  forward  these  resolntiMiB, 
against  the  opinions,  and  the  feeUngs,  and  the 
consciences,  of  those  whom  he  has  found  means 
^  to  compel  to  their  support— resolutions  which  be 
has  urged  on  with  passions — fierce,  vindictive 
fiirious.  Still  less  do  I  envy  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  compelled  to  go  onwu^  agunst 
all  those  feelings  and  motives  which  should 
direct  the  actions  of  the  legislator  and  the 
man.  Why  do  I  see  around  me  so  many  pale 
features  and  downcast  eyes,  unless  it  be  that 
repentance  and  remorse  go  hand  in  hand  with 
the  perpetrati(m  of  the  deed!  I  had  rather 
stand  inth  the  minority;  yes,  I  would  rather 
a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerieas  but 
oonsoienoe-free,  than  to  wi^  the  strength  of 
an  empire,  on  the  hard  cmditionB  on  which  it 
ia  placed  in  tiieir  handa. 
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Bat  tlifu  scene  is  paB^ns,  and  will  soon  have 
Vttm&Aj  not  to  be  reoalleo— the  deed  is  to  be 
offlie,  snd  yon  sod  we  most  Bobmit  onr  acta  to 
an  enli^tened  pttbUo,  whose  judgment  will  be 
a  foratesto  of  tm  JndgnMnt  of  posterity.  To 
thcae  I  bow  witii  Babiwkni  and  lune,  bat  not 
with  miwaTering  omfldenoe  of  uie  fntore. 
The  fimw  of  thne  who  have  Joined  in  this 
■trwgle  for  the  oonstitntion  depends  upon  the 
finunttooM of  oonstitational  goTemment.  If 
that  praTail  and  endure,  if  tiie  olonds  that  over- 
dtadow  its  prospeots  {Mas  away,  and  it  be  re< 
stored  to  what  it  once  was,  in  all  its  freehness 
and  bean^,  every  thing  that  we  oonld  desire 
for  oursdvea  and  oar  country  is  attained.  Bat 
if  we  still  move  on  in  the  downward  coarae,  if 
the  cataract  only  be  passed,  and  we  are  to  glide 
on  in  the  smooth  bat  rapid  carront  into  the 
golf  to  whidi  we  have  been  tending,  and  are 
never  to  retom,  these  sbnggles  will  be  referred 
to  hereafter  sa  scenes  in  which  the  ooontry  was 
£atarbed  by  violent  and  factloas  spirits,  and 
1^  namea  of  those  who  stood  fbr  the  eonstitn- 
tioB  amid  these  stormy  scenes  will  be  mention- 
ed only  with  censure  and  reproach.  So  it  has 
beea  hi  tiniee  past,  When  the  last  spark  of 
Boman  liber^  was  extinguished,  and  a  mon- 
arch's court  and  cormcil  oocapied  the  forum 
tad  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  bat 
Aat  of  Augustus  was  heard,  and  no  power  bat 
ISa  was  known,  the  venal  flatterers  of  his  court 
vied  with  each  other  in  heaping  praise  on  him, 
and  eenrare  and  reproach  on  those  firm  spirits 
who  stood  for  t^ir  country  to  the  last,  and 
were  at  last  bnried  in  its  mins.  Gaosar,  by  his 
povo'  and  element^,  had  subjugated  a  world ; 
aB  bat  Um  dark  and  unbenmngsoul  d  Cato. 
In  an  evoat  such  as  this,  (which  Heaven  avert,) 
let  ttn  fittie  band  to  which  it  la  my  pride  to 
InIodk,  dure  In  the  tvproteh  as  they  share  in 
f^t  of  the  last  of  the  Bomana— 4hat  efdrit 
which  scorns  to  bow  before  any  earthly  power, 
Mve  that  of  their  country  and  its  laws. 

jprotat  <if  tie  Saiaton  from  Mcugaehiuettt, 

The  debate  having  dosed,  and  the  question 
1»eing  about  to  be  taken,  Kr.  Wbbstbb  rose  and 
•AdresKd  the  Senate  as  fcdlows : 

Mr.  President :  Upon  tiie  tmth  and  Justice 
erf  the  original  rceolution  of  the  Senate,  and 
upoa  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  pass  that 
naidDtioii,  I  had  an  <^>portnnity  to  eznresB  117 
omnkms  at  a  aQbaequent  period,  when  the  Frea- 
UcBtV  protest  was  b^re  as.  Thoie  <qdnuHiB 
mnda  altogether  midianged. 

And  now,  had  the  oonstitntion  secured  the 
privil<Ke  of  entering  a  pbotbst  on  the  journal, 
1  should  not  say  one  word  on  this  occasion ; 
aUbot^h,  if  what  is  now  proposed  shall  be  ac- 
a»I^bshed,  I  know  not  wnat  would  have  been 
fte  value  of  such  a  provision,  however  formally 
or  carefully  it  mi^t  have  been  inserted  in  the 
body  of  that  insboment. 

BoL  as  there  is  no  snoh  oonstituUonal  privi- 
hgtf  I  can  only  cflbot  mj  puxpoee  by  thua  ad- 
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dressing  the  Senate ;  and  I  rise,  therefore,  to 
make  that  PROTEST  in  this  manner,  in  the 
face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  face  of  the  coun- 
ts which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  behal£  and  in  behalf  o{ 
my  ooll«^{ae ;  we  both  speak  as  Senators  from 
ih»  State  of  Haseaobasette,  and,  as  such,  we  sol- 
emnly PBOTBST  against  this  whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  States 
have  any  power  or  authority  to  expunge  any 
vote  or  votes  which  we  have  given  here,  and 
which  we  have  recorded,  agre^bly  to  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  ooostitation. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  the 
State  whose  representatives  we  are^  has  also  a 
high  interest  in  tiie  entire  preservation  of  every 
part  and  parcel  of  the  record  of  our  conduct, 
as  members  of  the  Senate. 

This  record  the  constituticm  solemnly  declares 
shall  be  i^t;  but  the  reacduticm  hef<»re  the 
Senate  deolarea  that  this  record  shall  be  «e- 

Whether  anbterfbge  and  evauoa,  and,  as  it 
appeals  to  us,  the  degra^g  mockery  of  draw- 
ing black  Unea  upon  the  journal,  shall  or  shall 
not  leave  onr  names  and  our  votes  le^ble,  when 
this  violation  of  the  record  shall  have  been 
completed,  still  the  terms  "  to  expunge  "  and 
the  terms  "to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record, 
import  ideas  exaouy  contradictory ;  aa  much  so 
as  the  terms  "to  preserve  "and  thetenn8"to 
destroy." 

A  record  which  is  es^nffed,  Is  not  a  record 
which  is  Jc^t,  any  more  than  a  record  which  is 
deitroifed  can  be  a  record  which  is  preserved. 
The  part  expOnged  is  no  longer  part  of  the  rec- 
ord ;  it  has  no  longer  a  legal  existence.  It 
cannot  be  oratified  as  a  part  m  the  proceedii^ 
of  the  Senate  for  any  purpose  of  proof  or  eri^ 
dence. 

The  olgeot  of  the  provision  in  the  constita< 
tion,  as  we  think,  most  obvionsly  is,  that  ths 
proceedings  of  the  Senate  shall  be  preswved, 
in  writing,  not  for  the  present  only,  not  natil 
published  only,  becaase  a  eapj  of  the  printed 
jonmal  is  not  reffolar  legal  evidence ;  bat  pre- 
served indefiniteh^ ;  preserved,  as  other  records 
are  preseryad,  uSL  wBbeoj^A  by  time  or  acci- 
dent 

Every  one  most  see  that  matters  of  the  high- 
est importance  depend  on  the  permanent  pres- 
ervataon  of  the  journals  of  the  two  Houses, 
What  bnt  the  Journals  show  that  bills  have  been 
regularly  passed  into  laws,  through  the  eevmd 
stages ;  what  bnt  the  Joiunal  shows  who  are 
members,  or  who  is  I'reaident,  or  Spffker.  or 
Secretary,  or  Gleik,  of  the  body?  What  but 
the  journal  coutaius  the  proof,  necessary  fot  the 
Jnsnfloation  of  those  who  act  under  our  au- 
Uiority,  and  who,  without  the  power  of  pro- 
ducing such  proof,  must  stand  as  trespassers) 
What  but  the  journals  show  who  Is  appointed, 
and  who  r^ected,  by  as,  on  the  President's 
nomination :  or  who  is  acquitted,  or  who  oon- 
viotedtiatnalaonin^eadunent!  Iaah(nrt,is 
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there,  at  any  time,  any  other  malar  and  legal 
proof  of  any  act  done  hy  the  Senate  than  the 
journal  itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  boond 
to  preserve  its  jouTDal  only  tintil  it  is  pablished, 
and  then  may  alter,  matilate,  or  destroy  it  at 
pleasnre,  appears  to  ns  one  of  the  most  extraor- 
oinary  sentiments  ever  advaDced. 

We  are  deeply  gratefbl  to  those  friends  who 
have  shown,  with  so  much  clearness,  that  all 
the  preeedents  relied  on  to  justify  or  to  ezeose 
this  proceeding,  are  ^ther  not  to  the  piuposd, 
or,  from  tiie  times  and  oironmstances  at  and 
under  which  they  hnipened,  are  no  way  entitled 
to  respect  in  a  free  GovemmeDt  existing  under 
a  written  constitntion.  Bat,  for  onrselTes,  we 
stand  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constitution 
itselt  A  thousand  preoed^ts  elsewhere  made, 
whether  aneieat  or  modern,  can  neither  rescind, 
nor  control,  nor  explain  away,  these  words. 

The  words  are,  "each  Honse  shall  xbbp  a 
joamal  of  its  proceedings."  No  gloss,  no  in- 
genuity, no  specions  interpretation,  and  mnch 
less  can  any  fair  or  j  ast  reasoning,  reconcile  the 
process  of  ezpnnging  with  the  plain  meaning 
of  these  words  to  the  satiitfiMUon  of  the  com- 
mon Buue  and  honest  onderstan^ng  of  man- 
kkid. 

If  the  Senate  may  now  ezpnnge  one  part  of 
the  journal  of  a  former  sesrion,  it  may,  with 
eqau  anthoiify,  ezponge  another  part,  or  the 
whole.  It  m^  ezpnnge  the  entire  record  <rf 
any  one  session,  or  of  all  sessions. 

It  seems  to  na  inconcelTable  how  any  men 
can  regard  snch  a  power,  and  its  exercise  at 
pleasure,  as  consistent  with  the  Iqjanction  of 
the  constitntion.  It  can  make  no  difference 
what  is  the  completeness  or  incompleteness  of 
the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  means  done, 
whether  by  erasure,  obliteration,  or  deface- 
ment; if  by  defacement,  as  here  proposed, 
whether  one  word  or  many  words  are  written 
on  the  &ce  of  the  record ;  whether  little  ink 
or  mnch  ink  is  shed  on  the  paper ;  or  whether 
some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  writ- 
ten journal  may  yet  by  posi^ility  be  traced. 
If  the  act  done  be  an  act  to  expunge,  to  blot 
00^  oUiterate,  to  erase  the  record,  then  the 
record  is  expunged,  blotted  out,  obliterated, 
and  erased.  And  mutilation  and  iteration 
violate  the  record  as  mnch  as  obliteration  or 
orasore.^  A  record,  subsequently  alta^  is  not 
the  orig^al  record.  It  no  longer  gives  a  just 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate.  It 
is  no  longer  true.  It  is,  in  short,  no  journal  of 
the  real  and  actual  proceedings  c£  tne  Senate, 
such  as  the  oonstitotion  says  each  Hoose  shall 
keep. 

The  constitntion,  therefbre,  Is,  in  oor  deliber- 
ate judgment,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the 
most  plain  and  open  mwmer. 

The  oonstitation,  moreover,  provides  that 
the  pta$  and  najft^  on  any  qaestion,  shall,  at 
the  request  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, ie  entered  m»  Ms  jwrndL  This  provMon, 
most  maiditetly,  ^ves  a  personal  right  to  those 


members  who  may  demand  it,  to  the  entry  ani 
preservation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  ci  the 
proceedings  of  the  body,  not  for  one  day  or  one 
year  only,  but  for  all  time.  There  the  yeat  and 
nayt  are  to  stand,  forever,  as  pennaneat  and 
lasting  proof  of  the  manner  in  which  members 
have  voted  on  great  and  important  qoe^iuu 
before  tiiem. 

But  it  is  now  inasted  that  the  votes  of  mem- 
bers, taken  by  y oat  and  nayt^  and  thus  entered 
on  the  jonmal,  as  matter  of  rif^t,  rnvj  sdll  be 
expunged;  so  that  that,  which  it  reqairesmon 
than  mnr-flfths  of  the  Seaiaton  to  prevoit  from 
being  put  on  the  JouniaL  mi^,  nevertheku,  be 
stru^  of^  and  wased,  uie  moment,  or  at 
any  period  afterward  by  the  will  of  a  rassK 
minority ;  or,  if  this  be  not  admitted,  then  the 
absordity  is  ad<^ited  of  maintalniog  that  tibia 
provisira  of  the  constitution  is  fulfilled 
merely  preserving  the  yttu  and  nayt  on  the 
journal,  after  having  expunged  and  obliterated 
the  very  resolution,  or  the  very  qaestion,  cn 
which  they  were  given,  and  to  which  alone 
they  refer ;  leaving  the  yeat  and  nayt  thus  a 
mere  list  of  names,  connected  with  no  subject, 
no  question,  no  vote.  "We  pat  it  to  the  impar- 
tial judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  prooeeoiiv 
be  not,  in  this  respect  also,  directly  and  paf 
pably  inconsistent  with  the  oonstitutioo. 

We  protest,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  tliak 
other  Senators  have  no  authority  to  deprive  us 
of  our  personal  rights,  aeoured  to  us  by 
constitution,  either  by  expunging,  or  oUiterat- 
fng^  or  mutilating,  or  defiioing,  the  record  of 
our  votes,  duly  entered  by  yea»  and  nayi;  or 
by  expunging  and  obliteratmg  the  resolations 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  jpvoi 
and  recorded. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pain, 
the  Legislatures  of  respectable  States  insbuct- 
ing  the  Senators  of  those  States  to  vote  for  and 
support  this  violation  of  the  journal  of  the  Sea-  ' 
ate ;  and  this  pun  is  infinitely  increased  by  oar 
ibU  beliei^  and  entire  conviction,  that  mwt,  if 
not  an  tnieee  proceedings  cf  States,  had  timr 
ori^  in  pronqitings  from  Washington ;  that 
they  have  Dem  urgentiy  requested  and  inuBted 
on  as  being  necessary  to  the  accompliahmeBt 
of  the  intended  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  nothing 
else  but  the  influence  and  power  of  the  ezeoa- 
tive  branch  of  this  Government  wluch  has 
brought  the  L«^slatnres  of  so  many  of  the  free 
States  of  this  Union  to  quit  the  sphere  of  their 
ordinary  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operat- 
ing to  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our  jadgment, 
BO  unconstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  the  chai^ 
ooter  of  the  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  broad 
an  impresraon  of  oompUance  with  power. 

Bat  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  We  expect  it. 
That  cMise,  which  has  been  powerfbi  eoooA 
to  infinence  so  many  State  L^pslatnres,  viU 
show  itself  powerftal  enough,  especially  inth 
such  idds,  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion here. 

We  make  up  our  minds  to  behold,  the  qwo- 
taUe  which  b  to  ensue. 
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We  ocdleot  oimelvw  to  look  oi^  in  Bileiioe, 
irtiUe  a  seene  Is  exldblted  which,  if  we  did  not 
T^ard  it  as  rnthlen  Tiolaticm  of  a  saored  Instra- 
ment,  would  appear  to  ns  to  be  little  elevated 
abore  tibe  character  of  a  oontem^Ue  ftroe. 

The  scene  we  shall  behold,  ana  hundreds  of 
American  citizens,  as  many  as  may  crowd  into 
these  lobbies  and  galleries^  will  behold  it  ^so : 
with  what  feelings,  I  do  not  undertake  to  say. 

Bat  we  PBOTxsT,  we  most  solemnly  pnonsr, 
against  the  substance  and  agiunst  the  manner 
of  this  proceeding,  against  its  Dbject,  against  its 
fivin,  and  against  its  effect.  tell  you  that 
jdu  have  no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate  the  reo- 
ord  of  our  votes  given  here,  and  recorded  ac- 
cording to  the  constitatioD ;  we  tell  you  that 
yon  may  as  well  erase  the  yea»  and  nay*  on 
WBj  other  qaestlon  or  rescdnnoii,  or  on  all  ques- 
tions and  resolutions,  as  on  this ;  we  tell  yon 
that  you  have  Just  as  maoh  right  to  falnfy  the 
record,  by  bo  altering  it  as  to  make  us  wpear 
to  have  voted,  on  any  question,  as  we  did  not 
vote,  as  you  have  to  erase  a  record,  and  make 
that  page  a  blank,  in  which  our  votes,  as  they 
were  aotoBlIy  given  and  recorded,  now  stand. 
The  one  proceeding,  as  it  appears  to  ns,  is  as 
iBDoh  a  nlaiSeation  of  the  record  as  the  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  oar  dnty  is 
performed.  We  rescue  our  own  names,  char- 
acter, and  honor,  from  all  participation  in  this 
matter ;  and  whatever  the  wayward  character 
of  the  times,  the  headlong  and  plunging  spirit 
of  party  devotion,  or  the  fear  or  the  love  ot 
power,  may  have  been  able  to  bring  about  elae- 
whne,  we  desire  to  thank  God  tiiat  they  have 
aolt,  as  yet,  overcome  the  love  of  liberty,  fldeli- 
tf  to  true  repnblicaa  principles,  and  a  sacred 
re^iard  for  the  constitution,  in  that  State  whose 
•Ml  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and 
best  blood  of  the  Revolntion,  Massachusetts, 
as  yet,  has  not  been  conquered ;  and  while  we 
have  the  honor  to  hold  seats  here  as  her  Sena- 
tors, we  shall  never  consent  to  a  sacrifice  either 
of  her  rights,  or  our  own ;  we  shall  never  Ml 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  plain  and  open 
violation  of  the  ooostitntion  of  the  country ;  and 
we  should  have  thought  ourselves  wholly  un- 
worthy of  her  if  we  had  not,  with  all  the 
Bolanm^  and  eamestneaa  in  our  power,  pbo- 
navKD  against  the  adoption  d  the  reaolnUou 
now  bdore  the  Senate^ 

The  question  being  on  Hie  ad<^on  of  the 
resolution,  as  amendra, 

Ifr.  BsxToir  demanded  the  yeaa  and  n^; 
which  were  ordered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  tbe  resolu- 
tion be  filled  by  inserting  tbe  16th  day  of  Jan- 
vanr.  It  was  agreed  to ;  and,  having  been  done, 
The  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  in  the  follow- 
ing form: 

Snalmtimt  to  expunge  from,  the  journal  the  retail^ 
tifOm  «f  the  SenaU  of  March  28,  1834,  in  relation 
to  Praiderti  Jaclaon  and  the  removal  of  the  de- 
vonte. 

WbereM,  on  the  2eth  dky  4rf  December,  in  dw . 


yew  188S,  the  foUowing  reBolve  wis  moved  by  the 


".BMofeed;  That  bydismissiDg  tbe  late  Secrettry 
of  Oie  Tkeasiiry,  becuse  he  voold  not,  contrary  to 
his  own  .sense  of  doty,  remove  the  money  of  the 
United  States  in  depoat  with  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States  and  its  Innui^es,  in  confonnity  wiUi  the  Pre^ 
dent's  opiidon,  and  by  appointing  lus  Buccesaor  to 
effect  Biuih  removal,  which  has  been  done,  the  Presi- 
dent has  aasnmed  tbe  exercise  of  a  power  over  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  granted  bim  1^ 
the  constitotion  and  laws,  and  dai^^eiooB  to  the 
liberties  of  ttie  people ; " 

Wbidi  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed 
by  the  mover  thereof,  on  the  28th  day  of  March, 
in  tiie  year  1884,  so  as  to  read  as  foUom: 

"Setolved,  That,  in  taUng  apoti  himself  the  re- 
E^nsibility  of  removing  the  dqxi^t  of  the  public 
money  frcnn  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 
Presidait  of  the  United  States  has  assumed  the 
eierciae  of  a  power  over  the  Treasoiy  of  the  United 
States  not  granted  to  him  by  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  dtmgerons  to  tbe  liberties  of  tlic  people ;  *' 

WUdi  resolve,  so  changed  and  modified  by  the 
mover  thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  last  mea- 
tioned,  was  flirther  altered,  bo  u  to  read  in  these 
words: 

Jieaolvedy  Tbat  the  President,  hi  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has 
assumed  upon  hims^  authcoity  and  power  not  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  denigai> 
tionrfboth;" 

In  which  laet-mendoned  form  the  said  resolTeL 
on  the  same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
that  body,  an(^  as  such,  now  remains  upon  tbe  jour- 
nal thereof: 

And  whereas  tbe  eaiA  resolve  was  not  warranted 
by  the  dHistitation,  and  was  irregularly  and  illegally 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  in  vlohnon  of  tbe  rights  of 
defence  inudh  bdonsed  to  every  dtizen,  and  in 
subremion  of  the  fancuunental  principles  o€  law  and 
justice;  becaose  I^iradent  Jackson  waa  thereby 
adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  an  impeach- 
able offence,  and  a  stigma  plwed  upon  him,  as  a 
violator  of  bis  oatb  of  office,  and  of  the  laws  and 
constitution,  which  be  was  sworn  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend,  without  going  through  the  forms 
of  an  impeadunent,  and  wmiont  allowing  to  bim  the 
benefits  of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence : 

And  whereas  the  adi  resolve,  in  all  its  variooa 
sh^>es  and  fome,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  In 
point  of  fiict,  and  therefore  unjust  and  nnri^teous, 
as  well  as  irr^ular  and  unauthorized  by  the  consti* 
tution ;  because  tbe  said  FreAdrnt  Jackson,  neither 
in  the  act  of  dtsmiaslng  Hr.  Duane,  nor  in  tbe  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  Taney,  asspecified  In  tbe  first  fi»m 
of  the  resolve ;  nor  in  taking  npon  himself  the 
respondlnlity  of  removiog  the  deposits,  as  specified 
in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolve ;  nor  in  any 
act  which  was  then  or  can  now  be  specified  under 
the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nondotion  contained  in  the  third  and  b^  form  of 
tbe  resolve,  did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or 
in  dmwation  of  tbe  laws  and  coosUtotion,  or  danger- 
ous to  the  liberties    tbe  people : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was 
uncertain  and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a 
loose  and  flootb^  charge  for  derogating  fiom  the 
laws  and  constitution,  and  assuming  ungranted 
power  and  authcni^  in  the  late  executive  proosedings 
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in  relation  to  ttMpidiUeieTenne;  witboot  tpedi^iiig 
vbat  part  of  the  exeontive  proceedings,  or  what  part 
1^  the  publio  revenue,  was  intended  to  be  referred 
to ;  or  what  parte  of  ib.e  laws  and  constitution  were 
snppoeed  to  nave  been  inlrtnged ;  or  in  wliat  part  <^ 
the  Union,  or  at  what  peri<M  of  his  adminiMration, 
these  late  imoeetUnga  were  aappoeed  to  hare  taken 
plaee  i  thor^  pntwig  each  Senator  at  liberQr  to 
TOte  m  faTOr  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and 
secret  reason  of  his  own,  and  leaving  the  sround  of 
the  Smate'B  jadgment  to  be  gneased  at  hj  the  poUio, 
and  to  be  diflSerently  and  diversely  interrupted  by 
individual  Senators,  according  to  the  private  and 
particnlor  understanding  of  each :  contrary  to  aU  the 
ends  of  justice,  and  to  all  the  forma  (^lc^;al  or  jodi- 
coal  proceedings;  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
accused,  who  could  not  Imow  against  what  to  defend 
himself;  and  to  the  loss  of  senatorial  responsibil- 
ity, by  shielding  Senators  from  pubUo  accountabil- 
ity for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
whidi  the  publio  cannot  know,  and  wmdi,  if 
known,  might  prore  ingnffldent  in  kw,  or  onfonuded 
in&ot: 

And  whereas  the  tpetSAeatim  contained  in  the 
first  and  aeecmd  fbrtna  of  the  resolve  having  been 
objected  to  tn  debate,  and  shown  to  be  Insi^Bdent 
to  sustain  the  charges  they  were  adduced  to  support, 
and  it  being  well  telieved  that  no  miyority  cot^d  be 
obtained  to  vote  for  the  said  q>ecifioations,  and  the 
same  having  been  actually  withdrawn  by  the  mover 
hi  the  face  of  the  whole  Senate,  in  consequanoa  of 
such  objection  and  belief,  and  before  any  vote  taken 
thereupon;  the  add  spedflcations  could  not  after- 
mrds  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parliamentary 
practice,  or  by  any  principle  of  I^al  implication, 
secret  intendment,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  witiidrawn ;  and,  if  they 
oould  he  so  admitted,  they  would  not  t)e  auflSdent 
to  sustain  tiie  ehaiges  therein  contained : 

JjxA  wlwreas  the  filiate  htmg  the  cmistiti^anal 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  the  Preodent,  when  charged 
by  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  with  offenoee 
against  the  laws  and  the  constitution,  the  adoption 
of  the  sud  resolve,  before  any  impeachment  preferred 
hj  the  House,  was  a  breadi  of  the  privil^s  of  the 
Honse;  not  warranted  by  the  ccnstitatim;  a  sub- 
verrion  of  justice;  a  pr^udication  <^  a  question 
which  might  legally  crane  before  the  Senate;  and  a 
disqualification  of  that  body  to  perform  its  constitu- 
tioiul  duty  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  If  the  Preu- 
dent  should  thereafter  be  r^^ulariy  imp«u^ed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  aame  offimce : 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  reqtectfii],  and  air- 
men tative  defence  and  protest  of  the  Preaident  agamst 
the  afores^d  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected 
and  repulsed  by  that  body,  and  ma  voted  to  be  a 
breach  of  its  privileges,  and  was  not  permitted  to  be 
entered  on  its  jonm^  or  printed  among  Etadocuments, 
while  all  memorials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  re- 
monstrances, agfunst  the  Preudcnt,  however  violent 
or  unfounded  and  calculated  to  it^ame  the  people 
against  him,  were  duly  and  honorably  received,  en- 
oomlastically  commented  upon  in  speeches,  read  at 
the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  long  list 
of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  finance  Committee 
forconfdderation,  filed  awayamongthepubiieardiives, 
and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  puMio  documents 
of  the  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
posterity: 

.And  irtunu  tin  add  nsolve  iw  faibodnoed, 
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debated,  and  adopted  at  a  time  and  under  drcmn- 
stancea  which  had  the  effect  of  eo-q>erating  iridi  the 
Bank  of  the  Umted  St^es  in  the  parricidu  attempt 
which  tlut  institution  was  then  nuldng  to  produce 
a  panic  and  pressure  in  the  country;  to  destroy  ibe 
confidence  of  the  people  in  President  Jadceon,  to  pa^ 
alyze  his  administration;  to  govern  the  elections; 
to  bankrupt  tiie  State  tisAa;  mln  their  enireDQy; 
fill  the  whole  Union  with  terror  and  dtstrea;  md 
thereby  to  extort  from  the  snObrings  and  the  alams 
of  Oe  people  the  reetomtion  of  the  dqpoiibi  nid  die 
renewal  of  its  charter : 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  evil  example 
and  dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  have 
been  recdved,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Sen^, 
or  admitted  to  entry  upon  Its  journal :  Wherefore, 

Hetoivedy  That  the  aaid  resolve  be  expunged  from 
the  journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may 
appoint,  shall  bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the 
season  1883-*S4  into  the  Senate,  ami,  m  the  presenoe 
of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  tiie  said  resdve, 
and  write  across  the  face  thereof,  in  strong  letter^ 
the  fdlowing  words:  "Expunged  by  order  of  dw 
Senate,  this  Idth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  otcm 
Lord  1887." 

On  agroeing  to  this  re0oltiti<m,  fhe  TOte  v» 
as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Uessrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dan^ 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Unn,  Morris,  Nidiolas,  Niles,  Page,  f&vea, 
Robinson,  Ru^ea,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadgc, 
Tipton,  Waiker,  Wall,  Wrif^tH~a4. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bhu^  Calhoun,  Chiy, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewhig  of  OUo,  Hendricks,  KeOL, 
Knight,  Moore,  Prentiss,  FkestcRi,  Bobbins,  Southard, 
Swift,  TomlinKm,  Webrta,  White— 19. 

8o  the  Tesolnticm  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Benton,  observing  that  nothing  nov 
remained  but  for  the  Secretary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  order  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  that 
be  forthwith  done. 

The  Secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record 
of  the  Benate,  and,  opetuog  it  at  the  page  which 
contained  the  resolntion  to  be  expunged,  did, 
in  the  presence  of  snch  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  as  remained,  (mmy  having  retired^ 
proceed  to  draw  black  lines  entirely  roond  the 
resolution,  and  to  indorse  across  the  lines  the 
words  Expimged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this 
16th  day  of  January,  1887." 

No  sooner  had  this  been  done^  than  hiasea^ 
loud  and  repeated,  were  hoard  fiKsn  various 
parts  of  the  gallery. 

The  Cbaib,  QSr.  Eisc^  of  Alabama.)  dear 
the  galleries. 

Ur.  Benton.  I  hope  the  galleries  will  not 
be  cleared,  as  many  innocent  persons  wiU  be 
ezclnded,  who  have  been  gnilty  of  no  violation 
of  order.  Let  the  mflBans  who  have  made  the 
distarbance  alone  be  ^prehended.  I  hope  the 
Bergeant-at-arms  wUl  bo  directed  to  enter  the 
gallery,  and  seize  the  roffians,  ascertaining  who 
they  are  in  the  best  way  he  can.  Let  him  ap- 
pr^end  tiiem,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar  of 
the  Senate.  Let  him  seize  the  bank  roffians. 
I  hope  that  they  will  not  now  be  suffered  to 
inaau  the  Senate^  as  they  did  when  it  iras 
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under  the  power  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  when  ruffians,  with  arms  npon  them, 
insulted  us  with  imptmlty.  Let  them  be  takeu 
and  broQght  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Here  is 
one  jnst  above  me,  that  may  easily  be  idmU- 
fied— the  bank  mfflans  I 

Tlie  order  to  clear  the  gaUeriea  was  reroked, 
snd  Ute  Seneant-at-amu  cUreeted  to  proceed 
Into  tiie  galkifes  and  apprehend  the  persons 
who  had  created  the  duin^er.  In  a  very  few 
minntea  the  Sergeant-at-arms  returned,  and 
reported  to  the  Ohair  that  he  had  apprehended 
an  individoalf  and  had  him  in  costocty. 

Mr.  Bkstos  moved  that  he  be  brought  to  tbe 
bar  of  the  Senate. 

Ifr.  ICoHEis  opposed  the  motion,  and  demand- 
ad  the  yeas  and  nays :  which,  bein^  ordered  and 
taken,  stood— yeas  17,  ni^s  8.  So  tiie  motion 
was  carried. 

It  was  suggested  by  Hr.  Moobk  that  there 
was  not  a  onorum  present,  and  the  Ohur  at 
first  K>  decided.  Bnt,  on  being  reminded  that 
one  of  the  Senators  from  Looisiaua  had  resign- 
ed, S5  was  a  in^ori^  of  the  49  remaining  be 
dedared  that  a  qnorom  was  present 

Mr.  Koon  now  moved  an  adjournment; 
bnt  tfie  motion  was  lost 

The  Sergeent-at-ftrms  now  produced  and 
prosBited  aa  Individnal  at  the  bar  ot  the  Sen- 
ate. 

[He  was  a  tall,  well-dreased  man,  wrapped 

1q  a  black  overcoat.] 

Hr.  Beston  said  that,  as  the  Individnal  had 
been  taken  from  among  the  respectable  aa- 
dience  in  the  gaSeiy,  and  had  been  presented 
in  this  pnblio  manner  with  all  eyes  fixed  upon 
him.  he  had  perhaps  been  sufficiently  pun- 
ished in  his  feelings.  Hr.  B.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  pndt  tiie  proceedings  any  fhrther,  and 
therefbre  mored  that  he  m  discharged  from 
custody. 

Ur.  MosKis  cooaidered  the  whole  proceeding 
as  very  extrandinary.  If  the  individnal  had 
been  worthy  of  arr^  he  onght  to  have  an 
oppmtnnity  of  defence.  A  citizoi  had  been 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  and  not  in- 
formed for  what  reason,  nor  of  what  offence 
he  stood  charged ;  and  now  it  was  moved  that, 
without  a  hearing,  he  be  discharged  from  ens- 
tody.  Gall  you  this  (said  Ur.  H.)  the  justice 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States)  Is  it  in 
this  manner  that  dtizens  are  to  be  treated !  It 
appears  to  me  a  most  extraordinary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Sktbb  moved  an  a^joiunment;  but  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Kr.  BoBESBOs,  near  whose  seat  flie  person 
ttiprehended  then  stood,  proposed  thfA  ue  in- 
uvidoal  have  an  opportunity  to  purge  himself 
by  oath  from  the  contempt  The  Senate  were 
not  to  presume  him  guilty ;  and  if  he  was  will- 
ing to  swear  that  he  intended  no  contempt,  he 
otuht  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

iCr.  UoBBis  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  for  his  discharge ;  and  they  were 
ordered  accordingly. 

Hr.  BmoB  obeerrBd  tiiat  if  tiie  individnal 
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was  ready  to  go  to  the  Cleric's  table,  and  there, 
by  oath,  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he 
had  no  objection.   Let  him  do  so. 

Hr.  BoBEfsoN  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the 
person  apprehended,  that  he  was  willing  and 
ready  to  answer  interrogatories. 

Hr.  Bbnton  thereapott  with^w  his  motion 
fbr  his  dischai^. 

The  Onus  renunded  lum  that  he  could  not 
do  this,  inasmuch  as  the  yeas  ai^  nays  upon  it 
had  been  ordered. 

Hr.  HoRBis  was  strongly  opposed  to  having 
the  individual  suddenly,  without  warning, 
withont  opportunity  to  consult  counsel,  brought 
forward  to  take  his  oath,  and  undergo  interrog- 
atories. It  would  be  better  to  give  him  until 
to-morrow,  that  he  might  have  some  leisure  for 
reflection.  He  bad  been  brought  up  here  be- 
fore the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  ITnited  States,  and  to 
reqnire  hun  thus  suddenly  to  be  put  upon  oath 
in  his  defence  was  wrong. 

He  condoded  by  moving  an  adjournment 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and 
(»dered  <m  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Va.  SiBAN«  thought  that  if  the  individual 
was  willing  now  to  be  sworn,  and  to  undergo 
interrogatories,  he  was  oerttdnb-  the  best  jucwe 
of  his  own  rights.  He  best  knew  what  he 
could  undergo,  and  there  was  no  need  that 
Senators  should  become  his  advocates. 

Hr.  Benton  said  that  if  the  man  wished  to 
pni^  himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  the  pres* 
enoe  of  the  Senate,  it  was  very  well.  Let  him 
do  so.  But  if  he  wanted  to  go  away  and  con- 
sult a  lawyer,  if  he  mnst  ask  a  lawyer  to-mor- 
row before  he  could  tell  whether  he  meant  to 
insult  Ihe  Senate  to-night,  he  was  opposed  to 
it  B  he  was  ready  to  swear,  let  him  do  it,  but 
no  consulting  with  lawyers. 

The  Ohaib  stated  to  Mr.  Hobbis  that  tiie  in- 
dividual in  custody  was  not  brought  up  withont 
a  charge,  as  that  Senator  seemed  to  intimate. 
He  was  charged  with  disorderly  conduct  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  law  gave  the 
Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power  to 
protect  itself  in  all  such  oases,  by  a  summary  pro- 
ceeding, and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Hr.  Robinson  again  said  that  the  individnal 
in  custody  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  purg- 
ing himself  from  the  contempt. 

Some  conftirion  prevised.  But  the  motion 
for  his  discharge  being  pressed,  the  question 
was  put,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Yeas. — ^Hessta.  Benton,  Brown,  Baduuran,  Dana, 
Ewing  of  niinoia,  Fulton,  Onuidf,  Hendrit^  Hab< 
bard,  King  of  Alabama,  Limi,  Nicholas,  Nilee,  Fage, 
lUves,  Robinson,  Rugclea,  Serier,  TaUnudge,  TiptMi, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Nat.— Hr.  Wall— 1. 

1!he  in&vidoal  was  accordingly  dlschai^^ 
from  custody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  ad- 
vanced, and,  addres^g  the  Ohair,  said: 

"  Hr.  President,  am  I  not  to  be  permitted  to 
apeak  in  my  own  de&noet " 
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The  Chaib,  to  the  Sergeant-at-amu :  "  Take 
him  oat  I " 
The  Senate  thea  a^onrned. 


TuBSDAT,  January  17. 

AhoUUon  of  Slaveiy  in  the  IHttriet  4^ 

Colutabia. 

"iSr.  Kknt,  havingprMented  a  memorial  from 
the  grand  juir  of  Washington  oomitj,  protest- 
ing against  the  interference  of  dtizens  from 
distant  States  in  respect  to  the  abolition  of 
Blavery  in  the  District  of  Oolombia,  moved 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Kr.  HoBBia  said  that  he  baa  hondreds  of 
petitions  to  present  for  the  abolition  of  salverj ; 
and,  therefore,  be  wonld  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  qnestjon  of  printing  the  memorial 
which  had  jnst  been  presented.   Not  ordered. 

Kr.  HiTBBABD  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Emir,)  whether  It  Toold  not 
be  as  well  to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  this  important  docnment,  fbr  the  purpose  of 
distribntion,  as  it  might  be  prodnotiTe  of  good. 

Mr.  Oaxhoitn  8f^d  that  he  wonld  make  that 
motion.  It  was  a  most  important  paper,  and 
there  was  one  part  of  it  at  whidi  he 'most 
heartily  rejoiced.  It  took  the  tnie  portion — 
tiiat  abolition  petitions  sbonld  not  be  received. 
There  was  a  daogeroos  and  mischieTons  spirit 
at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  con- 
nected with  this  question.  It  was  only  at  the 
last  session  that  he  had  contended  for  what  the 
memorialists  safest  to  Congress.  He  had 
urged  that  very  poipt,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  very  considerable  minori^.  He  hoped  that 
sooh  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  sap- 
porting  this  motion.  •'B»  woold  second  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  fhmi  Ohi&  trasting  that 
he  wonld  renew  it,  and  be  indulged  with  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HtTBBABD  remarked  that  he  had  saggest- 
ed  to  the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra 
mmiber,  not  on  aoconnt  of  his  own  feelings 
particularly,  but  because  he  believed  the  pro- 
.ceedings  of  individuals  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  on  this  subject  were  predicated  npon 
the  supposed  fact  that  the  people  livii^  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  iii  favor  of  Uie  abo- 
lition of  slavery  from  among  them. 

Mr.  N1LE8  said  that  the  question  was  not 
whether  petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  a 
somewhat  different  ground  from  the  present 
reddents  in  the  Dutriot  of  OolnmbU,  but 
whether  the  subject-matter  was  proper  for 
Confess  to  entertdn,  even  so  for  as  to  print  a 
petition  which  might  operate  on  pnblio  senti- 
ment For  his  own  part,  he  wished  that  Con- 
gress would  act  decidedly  on  this  adtating 
topic  He  had  no  donbt  that  these  petitioners 
had  a  deep  interest  in  what  they  requested. 
Bat,  nevertheless,  the  qnestion  was  the  same 
as  respected  both  classes  of  petitioners,  and 
was  one  which  Congress  could  not  go  into  at 
all.   When  the  subject  was  not  at  present  dis- 
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onssed  by  the  public,  and  when  it  was  desiraide 
that  tranqnillity  shotdd  be  preserved,  why,  ho 
asked,  shonld  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
agitate  the  question  now?  He  recollected 
perfectly  well,  that  at  the  last  session  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  went  bo  far  as  to 
protest  against  the  reception  of  a  eia^  peti- 
tion, though,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  those  not 
having  the  same  interest  as  the  gentleman 
whose  memorial  was  now  before  the  Senate, 
bat  still  such  an  interest  as  gave  th^  a  right 
to  come  here.  The  mle  in  regard  to  the  right 
of  petition  must  apply  equally  and  fmrly,  and 
give  no  preference  to  one  portion  of  the  com- 
munity over  another.  He  was,  then,  he  must 
say,  altc^ther  opposed  to  printing  the  memori- 
al, and  ^ould  vote  against  the  adoption  of  that 
course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies  would  prodace  no  good  effect,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  would  cause  the  subject  to^  be 
^ain  a^tatied  in  various  miie  of  the  Union. 
ma  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Htibbiaxd)  seemed  to 
think  that  by  the  distribntion  of  the  memorial 
a  good  e^ct  nuffht  be  produced  on  the  public 
mind.  He  oonld  not  agree  with  Um  on  that 
point  and  must  repeat  that  the  subject  was  one 
which  Congress  ou^ht  not  to  entertain,  inas- 
mnoh  as  it  was  not  proper  that  they  ^oold  act 
on  one  dde  of  the  question  and  not  on  the 
other. 

Hx,  Bbown  said  he  intended  to  vote  agiunst 
the  extra  number.  If  he  wore  to  vote  to  print 
an  extraordinary  number  of  the  memorial  sent 
here  by  the  grand  jury,  it  would  imply  that 
^ere  was  some  danger  of  Congress  being  about 
to  l^slate  on  the  subject  He  repeated  that 
Bhould  an  extra  nnmber  be  ordered  the  idea 
would  be  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  given  to 
suspeot,  that  Congress  intended  to  act  in  the 
matter.  Now,  as-he  did  not  believe  that  then 
was  the  slightest  groand  for  any  sach  appre- 
henrion,  as  no  snch  action  was  entertuned  by 
dther  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  he 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  had  a 
tendency  to  create  that  idea.  But,  besides  that, 
it  did  appear  to  him  somewhat  novel  to  ask  for 
the  printing  of  an  extraordinary  nnmber  of  a 
document  coming  from  private  individuals. 

Undoubtedly,  the  proper  course  of  gentlemen 
was,  not  to  do  any  act  here  which  would  pro- 
mote agitation.   Now,  he  contended  that  the 

Srinting  of  the  document  in  question,  and  the 
issemination  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
^d,  in  some  degree,  tend  to  increase  the  sfptar 
tion  in  reference  to  this  ooestion. 

Why,  tiien,  he  would  ask,  should  the  Senate  of 
the  Uiuted  States  lend  its  sanction  to  a  coarse 
which  would  induce  the  country  to  believe  that 
it  purposed  acting  on  the  subject  of  slavery  I 
There  being  no  ground  to  mprehend  any  such 
movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  he  woold 
do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  sappon- 
tion  that  Congress  intended  to  interfere  with 
the  matter. 

Mr.  LiNir  said  he  would  be  pleased  to  know 
whether  any  praotioal  benefits  were  likely  to 
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grovr  ont  of  oircnlating,  ^iJ  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate, copies  of  the  dooament  now  proposed  to 
be  printed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  proper 
remedy  for  the  evil  of  which  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  complained^  ana  concem- 
ii^  wliich  they  had  directed  tJie  attention  of 
OoDgresat  Was  their  property  in  danger! 
Toe  the  l&WB  insnffident  to  protect  their 
■IsTcaf  If  so,  let  as  l^en  march  directly  up 
to  the  SDbject^  and  enact  such  as  will  ^ord 
mido  aeoorify.  For  measures  of  a  practical 
Bstiira^  be  voold  give  his  Tote  with  great  pleas- 
are.  He  said  he  was  well  aware  that  questions 
of  tbts  kind  came  up  here,  and  incidentally  im- 
meased  persons  at  a  distance  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  wished  to  dqtrive  them  of  the  right 
to  be  heard  here,  and  of  the  right  to  petitioa 
Nothing,  in  his  opinion,  was  more  erroneous. 
Befose  to  receive  and  hear  an  abolitaon  peti- 
tion, and  you  render  the  abolitionists  a  thousand 
times  more  aetire  and  mdnstrioos  in  propagat- 
ing tlveir  doctrines,  and  more  sucoessml  in  en- 
lisanff  the  sympathies  in  their  favor  of  those 
who  beliere  in  the  inherent  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  assonble  and  petition  for  a  redress  of 
grierances.  He  never  had  roted^  nor  never 
would  vote,  for  the  printing  and  dtasemlnating 
an  abolition  memonal ;  so  likewise  he  would 
not  lend  his  ^d  for  the  printing  of  this  docu- 
nent  in  fiivor  of  aUvery. 

On  the  great  question  of  slavery,  the  consti- 
tntkm  and  Ia.wa  would  find  ample  support  in 
the  good  sense  of  the  great  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can pe<^le.  He  gave  it  as  bis  opinion,  that  to 
insure  traiiqidllity,  was  to  let  tlus  ezdtiDg  topic 
alone. 

l£r.  MoBBis  renewed  his  motion  for  the  yeas 
and  nays ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  printing 
the  usnal  number  of  coi^es— yeas  84,  nays  6. 


'Wkdhudat,  Jannary  16. 

ICr.  OuTBBiBT,  of  Geoi^ia,  appeared  and 
tixA  his  seat. 


THCBsnAT,  Jannary  19. 

Hon.  TaonuB  Olattoh,  Senator  dect  fh)m 
the  State  o(  Delaware,  t^peared,  was  qoalLfied, 
and  took  hh  mat. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from 
the  Presideut  of  the  United  States : 

7b  tJu  Senate  of  the  UnitedStatea: 

to  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
dated  the  16tli  iostaot,  I  tnnsmit  a  copy  and  a  trana- 
htfaB  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July 
lart,  by  the  President  irf"  the  Meztcan  BepubUo,  and 
a  eapy  of  my  rei^y  to  the  saoie  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
ta^er.  Ho  other  commonication  on  the  8ut}ject  of 
the  TCMltitkm  referred  to  has  been  made  to  the 
Ixecatije  by  any  other  foragn  GoTemmuit,  or  1^ 
■ypenaa  <'lnipilng  to  act  in  bdialf  <^lfexico. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 
WimnxoK,  Jtmmarjf  18, 18S7. 


[TEA1I8LUI0H.] 

The  Prwitfenj  of  the  Mixtean  JZejptiblie  to  the  J'ren- 
dent  of  the  United  Statee. 

CoLmfBU,  (in  Texas,)  Jxdy  4,  1889. 
Mitch  KrmiuD  Sir:  In  f\ilfilment  of  the  duties 
which  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  publio 
man,  I  came  to  this  country  at  the  head  of  ax 
thousand  Uexicaus.  The  chances  war,  made 
inevitable  by  drcumstanoes,  reduced  me  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  prisoner,  in  which  I  stUl  remain,  as  you 
may  have  already  learned.  The  dispodtion  evinced 
by  General  Samud  Houston,  the  oommander-ia-ch!ef 
of  the  Tezian  army,  and  by  his  successor,  General 
Thomas  J.  Rusk,  for  the  tenninadon  of  the  war,  the 
decision  of  the  President  and  cabinet  of  Texas  in 
&Tor  of  a  proper  compromise  between  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  my  own  conviction,  prodnced  the 
conventions  of  which  I  send  you  copies  endoeed, 
and  the  orders  given  by  me  to  G^end  Filisda,  my 
second  in  command,  to  retire  from  the  river  Biwm^ 
where  he  was  posted,  to  the  other  f£de  of  the  river 
BrsTo  del  Norte. 

As  there  was  no  doubt  that  General  f^isoljy  would 
religiously  comply,  bo  Car  aa  ccmcemed  himself,  the 
Fremdent  and  caUnet  ureed  that  I  should  set  off 
for  Ifexieo,  In  order  to  mifil  die  other  engagements; 
and,  with  that  Intent,  I  embused  on  traard  the 
schooner  Invincible,  which  was  to  carry  me  to  the 
port  of  Vera  Cruz.  Unfortunately,  however,  sune 
Indiscreet  persons  nused  a  mob,  which  oUiged  the 
authorities  to  have  me  landed  by  force,  and  brought 
back  into  strict  captivity.  This  incident  has  pre- 
vented me  from  gohix  to  Mexico,  lAiXSto  I  ^oold 
otherwise  have  arrived  early  in  last  month ;  and,  in 
consequence  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  country, 
doubtless  Ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  has  with- 
drawn the  command  of  the  anny  irom  General 
itlisola,  and  has  ordered  his  successor.  General 
ITrrea,  to  continue  its  operations.  In  obedloioe  to 
whidi  order,  that  genei^  Is,  according  to  the  latest 
aeeomrt^  already  at  the  river  Nueces.  In  vain  have 
some  reflecting  and  worthy  men  endeavoted  to  de> 
monstrete  the  necessity  of  moderation,  and  of  my 
going  to  Mexico,  according  to  the  convention ;  but 
the  exdtemrat  of  the  public  mind  has  increased 
with  the  return  of  the  Mexican  army  to  Texas.  Sodi 
is  the  state  <tf  things  here  at  present  The  ocmtln- 
natim  of  the  war,  uA  of  its  disuten^  is  therefore 
InevitaUe,  unless  the  voice  of  reason  be  beard,  in 
I«oper  time,  from  the  moutii  of  some  powerful  indi- 
vldnid.  It  appears  to  me  that  you,  dr,  have  it  In 
your  power  to  perform  this  good  office,  by  interfere 
ing  in  favor  of  the  execution  of  the  sud  convention, 
which  shall  he  strictiy  fulfilled  on  my  part.  When 
I  oBbred  to  treat  with  this  Government,  I  was  con- 
vinced that  it  was  useles  for  Mexico  to  continue  the 
war.  I  have  acquired  exact  information  respecting 
this  country,  which  I  did  not  possess  four  months 
ago.  I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  interests  of  my 
country  to  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not  compa^ 
tible  with  them.  Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
myself  for  its  glory  and  advantage,  I  never  would  have 
hedtated  to  sutfject  myself  to  tonnents  or  death, 
rather  than  consent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico 
could  thereby  have  obtained  the  sligfateet  benefiL 
I  am  finnly  convinced  that  it  is  proper  to  tenmnate 
this  question  by  political  negotiation :  that  conrio- 
tioD  akme  detennined  me  siiwerely  to  agree  to  wiiat 
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has  been  edpulated ;  aad,  in  the  same  spirit,  I  malie 
to  you  this  fivnk  dedanitlon.  Be  pleesed,  or,  to 
fitTor  me  by  a  lUce  confidence  on  your  part ;  affind 
me  the  fiatisfactioa  of  avtdding  q>proadiing  erila, 
and  of  contribudng  to  that  good  which  my  heart 
sdrises.  Iiet  ua  enter  into  ne^tiatioiw  by  which 
the  friendship  between  your  nation  and  the  Uexican 
may  be  atrengthened,  both  being  amicably  engaged 
in  pring  bebig  and  stability  to  a  people  who  are 
desmnia  of  q^earing  in  me  M^tteal  world ;  and 
■who,  under  the  protection  of  toe  two  natiras,  will 
attam  its  otgect  within  a  few  years. 

The  Uezicans  are  magnanimoos  when  treated 
with  consideration.  I  wiU  deariy  set  before  Aem 
the  proper  and  humane  reasons  which  require  noble 
and  &ank  conduct  on  their  part,  and  I  doabt  not 
that  they  will  act  thus  as  soon  as  they  have  been 
convinced. 

By  what  I  have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  the 
aentiments  which  animate  me ;  and  with  T^eh  I 
zemain  your  nuMt  humtde  and  obedient  aarvaiit, 

.ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DB  SANTA  ANNA. 

To  his  Excellency  General  AnnRiv  Jacksoh, 
Pretident  of  the  United  State*  o/Ameriea. 

lU  JPrendent  of  the  United  Staiea  to  iht  Pftaj- 
dent  of  the  Mexican  JtepuBlie. 

EmnTAQz,  S^Oember  4,  1836. 

Snt !  I  hare  the  honor  to  aclmowledge  the  recdpt 
of  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  which  has  been 
forwarded  to  me  by  General  Somnel  Houston,  under 
coTcr  of  one  from  him,  transmitted  by  an  enjreas  from 
General  Gainea,  who  ia  in  command  of  the  United 
States  forces  on  the  Texian  frontier.  The  great 
object  of  these  conununications  appears  to  be,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  disasters  which  necessarily  attend  the 
civil  war  now  ra^g  in  Texas,  and  asking  the  inter- 
pontion  of  the  United  States  in  ftirthering  so  htonaue 
and  demrable  a  purpose.  That  any  well-tatended 
effort  of  yoare  in  aid  of  this  object  should  have 
been  defeated,  is  calculated  to  excite  the  regret  of 
all  who  justly  appreciate  the  blessings  of  peace,  and 
^rho  take  an  int««Bt  in  the  causes  whic^  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  Uexioo,  in  her  domestio  as  well 
H  bw  fordgu  rdBti(Hi& 

The  Oovernment  id  the  United  States  is  ever 
anxious  to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  irith  all 
nations.  But  it  prooeeds  on  the  principle  that  all 
nations  have  the  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  etumge, 
their  own  Government,  as  the  sovereign  power,  ue 
people,  may  durect  In  this  respect,  it  sever  interferes 
with  the  policy  of  other  powers,  nor  can  it  permit 
any  on  the  put  of  others  with  its  internal  poliCT. 
Coudatently  wi^i  this  principle,  iriwtever  we  can  do 
to  restore  peace  between  contending  nations,  or 
remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  is  dieerfiilly 
at  the  service  of  those  who  are  willing  to  rely  npon 
our  good  oGlces  as  a  friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreement  which 
you,  as  the  representative  of  He^co,  have  made 
T^as,  and  iriiidi  in^tes  the  intoposition  of 
the  Uiuted  States,  you  will  at  once  see  uiat  we  ore 
fi^Udden,  by  the  character  of  the  conununications 
nHwle  to  US  throu^  the  Mexican  miiUater,  from  con- 
sidering it  That  Government  has  notified  us  that, 
as  loi^  as  you  ore  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will  be 
T^arded  as  binding  by  the  Uexican  authorities. 
Undw  theae  <»rcumstances,  it  will  be  manifest  to  you 
tat  good  fidth  to  Hexioo,  aa  well  as  the  general 


prindida  to  wblcb  I  bare  adverted,  as  ftmnbg  the 
bads  of  our  intereoorse  with  all  fordgn  powets, 
make  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  any  step  like  that 
you  have  antidpated.  If,  however,  Hexico  ^oold 
Ngnify  her  willingness  to  avail  heiself  of  oar  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  de^rable  result  you  have 
described,  nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure 
than  to  devote  my  best  services  to  it  To  be  instra< 
mental  In  terminating  the  evils  of  dvil  war,  and  in 
substituting  in  their  stead  the  blesdngs  of  peace,  is* 
divine  privily.  Every  Government,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  all  countries,  dionld  fed  it  their  hi^est 
happiness  to  emoy  an  opportonl^  of  thus  mamfest* 
ing  their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  interest  in  the 
general  prindples  whidi  apply  to  than  all  M  num- 
ben  of  the  oommon  fiimily  of  man. 

Tow  lettN-,  and  tliat  of  General  Kmatoii,  cooh 
niander4n-chlef  of  the  Texian  army,  wilt  be  made 
the  baas  of  an  esriy  interview  wi^  the  Medean 
minister  at  Washington.  They  will  hasten  my 
return  to  Washington,  to  which  place  I  will  set  out 
in  a  few  days,  expecting  to  reach  it  by  the  1st  of 
October,  ht  the  meantime,  I  hope  Hexico  and 
Texas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest  of  calamities, 
will  pause  before  another  oompaign  is  undertaken, 
and  can  add  to  thennmberttf  those  scoieB  of  blood- 
shed wUdi  httva  alreadymaiked  the  progress  of  Uidr 
contest,  and  have  given  so  mudi  pain  to  thdr  Christian 
friends  throughout  the  worid. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who 
will  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervant^ 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
To  Gen.  Antohio  Lofez  dk  Santa  Aska. 

The  Message  and  doomneDts  having  been 
read, 

Mr.  Pebbton  said  it  would  strike  the  Senate 
at  onoe  that  mnoe  the  date  of  the  letter  irritten 
by  Santa  Anna,  bis  atnalion  bad  been  Tei7 
mach  changed.  On  the  4th  of  July  last  be 
was  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Texana,  but 
had  been  snbseqnentiy  released,  and  was  now 
in  the  city  of  WashingtoQ.  According  to 
the  terms  and  purport  of  the  correepondaioe, 
it  would  appear  that  it  was  carried  on  whilst 
Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner.  The  Prendent  of 
the  United  States,  aware  of  that  fact,  had  ex- 
pressed himself  as  hein^  unable,  in  conseqnence, 
to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  him  while  so 
sitoated.  Bnt  now,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  Just 
stated,  Santa  Anna  was  in  this  city,  and  could 
negotiate  on  the  subject  np  to  April  next ;  bnt 
whether  be  would  or  woold  not,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
conld  not  say ;  nor  was  it  very  material  to  the 
pnrpose  Mr.  P.  had  in  hand.  There  was  a  res- 
oltmon  in  relation  to  Texas  offered  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Missisdppi, 
and  which  had  been  made  the  order  of  the  da;- 
for  to-day ;  what  dlspodtion  be  wished  to  make 
of  it,  he  was  not  aware.  It  wss  a  matter  for 
tiie  gentleman's  discretion.  The  correspond- 
ence which  had  been  laid  before  the  Senate, 
however,  would  hot,  in  his  (Mr.  P.*s)  opinion, 
render  it  necessary  to  change  the  langnage  of 
the  resolntion.  Oononrring,  as  he  did,  witli. 
that  resolation,  he  wonld  now  say  that  he  waa 
prepared  to  establiah  the  fact,  that  npon  tho 
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moognixed  principles  of  national  law,  the  prao- 
tioe  of  this  OoTemment,.and  the  policy  of  the 
oonntry,  Ehe  oaght,  as  was  her  dutj,  to  make 
a  prompt,  speedj,  and  absolute  reot^nition  of 
the  independence  of  Teiaa.  He  hoped,  at  the 
proper  time,  to  be  able  to  prove  thts.  He  in- 
dated  that  her  independence  should  be  immedi- 
Itel7  acknowlegcd,  and  that  too,  without  anj 
Tegud  to  what  might  be  sua  or  done  hj  Santa 
Anna,  for  his  aathority  bad  ceased  in  Texas 
twevrar.  After  having  heard  read  the  present 
ind  the  other  Message  of  the  President  in  re- 
ktion  to  this  snhject,  it  was  not  his  desire  that 
tBf  thing  shonld  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  woold  have  the  effect  of  oontraTening, 
raoninff  counter  to,  or  obstrnoting,  any  pur- 
pose of  the  Execntive  of  the  United  States. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  nnderstood  that  the  Presi- 
dent, when  he  sent  his  former  Message,  had 
Bobmitted  this  matter  to  Congress  for  their 
consideration,  being  willing  to  carry  into  effect 
what  they  might  deem  r^t  and  proper ;  but 
there  weret  «t  that  time,  some  difBcnlues  in  the 
w^y,  which  prevented  his  recommending  the 
adi^oa  of  any  lenslation  on  the  subject  It 
■earned  to  him  (sud  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  Pren- 
dent  of  the  United  States  not  been  aware  of  the 
fM*  that  another  expedition  onder  General 
Bravo  was  aboat  to  invade  Texas,  he  would 
not  havo  hentated  to  recommend  to  Oongress 
to  do  something  in  reference  to  settling  the  war 
between  Texas  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circomstances  con- 
sectad  with  the  failnre  of  the  expedition  nndcr 
Gcmersl  Bravo,  and  then  concladed  with  sayinc 
that  all  he  dedred  was  that  Congress  should 
poceed  as  early  as  poanble  to  discuss  the  qnes- 
tiou  of  immediately  acknowledging  the  uide- 
pendenoe  ef  Texas.  She  was  entitled  to  it : 
abe  bad  a  right  to  demand  it  of  the  United 
Statea,  and  the  sooner  it  was  granted  the  better. 
He  would  awut  the  action  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Batis,)  as 
well  as  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of 
&e  Senator  from  Missisappi,  when  he  would 
hare  something  Airther  to  say  on  the  snhject 

The  Measage  and  documents  were  lud  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Satcsdat,  January  21. 
Jbrngn  UmigrttKtt, 

Mr.  Clat  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  'Wirtaborough,  Sullivan  county, 
New  York,  and  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  doomnent  was  accordingly  read,  and 
pnrred  to  be  a  kind  of  remonsbance,  ou  the 
talfject  of  Roman  Catholic  emigrants  to  the 
ooimtry,  brought  in  under  the  anspioes  of  Popes, 
Oardioals,  Bi^ops,  &&  It  insisted  on  the  Im- 
propriety and  inexpedient^  of  allowing  so  many 
persons  to  enter  the  country,  whose  practice 
ad  tenets  were  avowedly  and  directly  hostile 
to  oar  republican  institutions,  and  especially 
fnij«A  Congresa  to  institote  oommissiona,  in 


Amu.  (Snun. 

various  parts  of  the  country,  to  procure  infor- 
mation and  report  on  the  sabject 

Mr.  C.  said  some  of  the  opjects  prayed  fo^ 
this  Government  bad  no  power  to  ^^t,  how- 
ever alarming  to  these  good  and  religious  people 
the  evils  complained  of  and  the  prc^^rees  of 
papacy  mi^t  be.  But  there  was  one  olgeot 
which  Mr.  0.  thonght  mi^ht  be  a  proper  sub- 
ject of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of 
Congress ;  and  that  was  a  change  in  oor  laws 
of  naturalization.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  memorial  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Oom- 
mittee;  aad  it  was  so  referred. 


TvBSDAT,  January  24. 
PttUic  Lands. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  in  limited  qnaotaties. 

The  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  TiPioir'a 
amendment,  offered  yesterd^,  to  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  *'  that  all  landa  that  have  heoi 
in  the  market  ten  years,  and  remain  nnsold, 
shall  be  sold  for  seventy -five  cents  an  acre ;  ana 
all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  of  at 
one  dollar ;  provided  that  not  more  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  be  edd  to  we  pur- 
chaser." 

Messrs.  Ewmo  and  Clat  spoke  ag^nat  the 
hill,  Messrs.  Dana  and  Tifton  for  it 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Tipton  was 
rejected  by  the  followmg  vote : 

YxAS. — Heasrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Ewliw  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  unn, 
Hoore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson,  fievier. 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White~18. 

Nats. — ^Hessra  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  C3sy, 
Crittenden,'  Guthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hnb- 
bard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Eni^t,  Niles,  Page, 
FronAias,  Bobbms,  Buggies,  SwiA,  TaUmadge— 19. 

Mr.  Bkbton  then  oflfored  the  fbUowing  tmeoA' 
ment: 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfiil  fbr  any  head  of  a 
family,  young  man  over  the  age  of  ^hteen  year^ 
or  widow,  not  having  recaved  a  donwon  of  land 
from  the  TTnited  States,  and  being  or  wishing  to 
become  an  actual  settler  on  any  parcel  of  public 
land  which  shall  have  remained  five  yeus  nnsold 
after  having  been  ofibred  at  private  sale  at  one 
dolUr  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  not 
exceeding  in  quandty  the  amount  of  one  quart»  sec- 
tion, to  demand  and  receive,  from  the  pn^r  register 
and  receiver,  a  written  permission  to  settle  on  the 
same,  upon  payment,  to  be  made  to  the  proper 
receiver,  of  ^e  sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acre ; 
and  if  audi  person,  bo  applying  for  and  recdviiu 
SQch  permission,  sbdl  forthwith  settle  on  the  sud  land, 
and  he  or  Ae,  or  Us  or  her  hein  or  legal  represent- 
atives, shall  cultivate  the  same  for  five  successive 
years,  and  shall  be  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  proper 
proof  being  made,  before  the  raster  and  receiver, 
of  soch  settlement,  cnltivodon,  and  dtizenaUiL  a 
patent  dull  issne  for  the  said  land  to  the  peiaon  who 
received  soch  permision,  or  bis  or  her  bars  or  kgd 
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representativea.  And  the  tuHi  of  the  United  States 
is  hereby  pledged  to  all  pereoDs  who  may  settle  on 
the  pablio  lands,  acoording  to  the  uori^omi  of  this 
section,  that  no  diq>eD8^oii  ehall  at  any  time  be 
granted  to  any  individual  from  complying  wiUi  the 
sabstautial  conditions  herein  prescribed.  And  if 
doe  proof  of  settlement,  cultivation,  and  citizen- 
ahip,  as  herein  required,  be  not  made  within  one 
year  next  after  the  expiration  of  said  five  years,  the 
said  land  shall  again  be  Butgect  to  entry  at  private  sale, 
OS  land  belonging  to  the  united  Stat^  And  if  two 
or  more  persons,  entitled  under  this  act  to  the  pnv- 
Ucges  of  actual  settlers,  shall  apply  for  the  same 
parcel  of  land,  then  the  re^ster  and  reoeirer  shall 
immediately  decide  the  right  of  preference  between 
^m,  according  to  priority  of  «ettianen(  and  other 
equitable  drcumstonces;  and  where  thete  are  equal, 
the  decisioQ  shall  be  made  by  lot. 

The  qnostion  7as  taken  on  Its  s^ption  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tkas. — ^Hessrs.  Benton,  Blade,  Dana,  Ewlnf  of 
minois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  .AlaWpm,  Unn, 
Hoore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rivea,  Bofainaon,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,.  White— 18. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Bayaid,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Cntteuden,  Daris,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  i^ng  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss, 
BobUns,  Buggies,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  Wright— 20. 

Bo  the  amendment  was  lost. 


T&CBSDAT,  Jaooarj^  26. 
Mi^igan  Snutton  Admitted. 

A.  Uenage  was  then  receired  firom  the  Presi- 
dent oT  the  TTnitecl  States,  stating  that  the 
President  had  signed  the  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  fitato  of  Michigan  into  the  Unitm  on  an 
eqnal  footing  with  the  original  States. 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Johk  Noetill 
and  the  Hon.  Lnoius  Ltok,  elected  by  the 
Lcffislatare  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  on  Uie 
10th  Kovember,  1880,  to  represent  that  State 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  StatM^  were  read 
by  the  Secretary ;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbusdt,  the  nsoal  oath  to 
enpport  the  GonstitQdon  of  the  United  States 
was  administered  to  Messrs.  Nobtell  and  Lton 
by  the  Vice  President,  and  they  took  their  seats 
in  the  Senate. 

Hreatury  Circular. 

Mr.  Wamcbb  moved  to  postpone  the  preTions 
orders,  and  takenp  the  bill  desinkatiiw  and 
limiting  the  ftands  reeeirable  for  dnes  by  the 
United  States. 

The  question  on  taking  np  the  VQl  was  de- 
cided by— yeas  88,  nays  12. 

Ur.  Bites  thereupon  offered  an  amendment, 
to  extend  the  prohibition  respecting  the  notes 
of  hanks  issning  notes  of  small  denominations, 
so  as  to  embrace,  after  the  SOtii  a£  December, 
1841,  notes  of  $20.  [The  bill  only  extended  to 
those  of  five  and  of  ten  dollars.] 

He  supported  the  amendment  in  a  short 
i^eech,  nixing  the  moral  ^eot  of  the  measore 
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and  its  necessity,  as  the  only  means  of  effect- 
ing the  enlargement  Qf  the  specie  basis  of  our 
circnlation. 

Mr.  Ewrao  referred  to  a  provision  in  the  bill 
which  requires  the  deposit  banks  to  receive 
and  pass  to  the  credit  of  Govorament  all  socfa 
bank  notes  as  they  receive  in  general  deposit 
This  took  away  their  power  to  oppress,  and  re- 
conciled him  to  the  bill,  which  shonld  now 
have  his  vote.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Rives'  amoid- 
ment  woald  be  to  confine  the  circulation  of  the 
large  notes  in  the  West  to  the  banks  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  deposit  banks,  while  all 
the  small  notes  oircnladng  there  wonld  be  those 
of  banks  at  a  distance,  to  whom  it  was  of  less 
conseqnence  that  their  notes  shonld  bo  receiv- 
ed at  the  land  offices  than  that  their  small  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Niles,  and  a  brief 
speech  ^m  Mr.  Waleeb,  the  question  on  Mr. 
BrvEs'  amendment  was  decided  by : 

Tub. — ^Uesars.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cuth- 
bcrt,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Dlioois,  Fulton,  Gnuidy, 
Hubbard,  Khig  of  Georgia,  Linn,  hym,  Nilo; 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Rives,  R(d>iiiBon,  Sevier, 
Strange,  TaUmadge,  Upton,  Walker,  White,  Wri{^ 
—26. 

Nats.— Messi&  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Crittenden. 
Da  via,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
AlabMPa,  Knight,  Ho<ve,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
BobUns,  Sonttnrd,  Sirift,  TomlfaiBon— 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engrosamoit. 


.  Fbidat,  January  27. 

Miohigan  Senator*. 

Hr.  GBtmmT  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  and  adopted : 

Rftolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  wtuch  the  Senators  from  the  State  of 
Michigan  shall  be  inserted.  In  confonmty  irith  the 
resolntion  of  flie  Uth  Hay,  1789. 

Ur.  Gbubdt  observed,  that  before  snbmttting 
l^e  motion  to  carry  the  reecdution  into  effect,  a 
word  of  eziduiaUon  would  perhaps  be  neces- 
sary. There  were,  according  to  the  constitntion, 
three  classes  of  Senators;  and  there  was  aa 
eqnal  nnmber  of  each,  until  the  coming  in 
the  Senators  from  Arkansas ;  bat  one  of  them 
drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  number 
three,  of  course  there  were  more  of  these  num- 
bers than  of  nnmber  two.  This  he  had  in 
view  in  drawing  np  the  motjon  j  and,  by  provid- 
ing that  numbers  two  and  three  only  shall  be 
drawn,  the  inequality  wonld  b^  l<»sened. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbuxdt,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot 
box  two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  whicb  shall  be 
numbered  two,  and  the  other  shall  be  a  blank,  and 
each  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  p^>cr;  that  the 
Senator  who  shall  draw  the  p^>er  number  two  ehall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of 
service  will  expire  on  Oie  8d  day  of  March,  1839 ; 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBBSS. 


168 


JlSDAKT,  18S7.3 

thil  the  Secretary  men  put  into  the  ballot  box  two 
pqms  of  equal  ize,  one  of  wUdi  shall  be  nombered 
one,  ud  the  other  dull  be  numbmd  three,  and  the 
other  Senator  shall  draw  out  one  paper;  that  if  the 
ptper  dntwn  be  number  one,  the  Senator  shall  be 
i&Berted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  ser- 
Ttce  will  expire  the  Sd  da;  of  Uarch,  1837,  and  if 
'  the  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  the  Senator  stiaU 
be  inserted  In  the  class  of  Senators  whose  tenns  of 
lernoe  will  expire  the  3d  da/  of  March,  1841. 

In  pnTsnanee  of  the  above  order,  Ifeesrs. 
XoBTKix  and  Ltos  proceeded  to  draw  ballots 
for  their  respectave  classes ;  when  Mr.  Ltok, 
drawing  nninber  two,  was  classed  with  the 
Senators  whose  terms  of  service  expires  on  the 
3d  of  Karcli,  18S& ;  and  Mr,  NoBvmL,  drawing 
nnmber  threo,  was  classed  with  the  Senators 
whose  terms  of  service  expire  on  the  8d  of 
March,  1841. 

American  Chhmitatim  Soeietif. 

IIt.  Cut  jovsented  the  memorial  aC  a  ntmi- 
ber  of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Colombia, 
stating  that  thej  had,  a  nnmber  of  years  past, 
formed  an  association  for  colonizing  ft*ee  ne- 
groes, with  their  own  consent,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa ;  that  many  donations  had  been  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  lands,  which  last  species 
of  property  they  conld  not  render  avalable,  in 
consequence  of  their  not  having  a  charter;  and 
praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  enable 
them  to  hold  and  convey  real  estate.  Mr.  O. 
moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Colombia. 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
&ntD<^  had  thought  fit  to  present  this  me- 
morial, and  deprecated  any  discosaion  or  agita- 
tion of  the  mMect,  vhidi  he  thoaght  wonld 
ntber  tend  to  increase  than  to  allay  tlie  ez* 
dtement  which  had  been  prodaoed  by  an  in- 
JodicioQB  interference  with  a  question  of  much 
ddicacy.  He  did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  ref- 
erence of  the  memorial,  bat  he  indulged  the 
hope  that  the  committee  would  see  the  propri- 
ety of  not  acting  on  it  during  this  session. 

Mr.  CiAT  r^retted  extremely  tliat  there 
should  have  been  any  expression,  even  in  a 
moflified  form,  in  opposition  to  the  object  which 
the  memorialists  desire  to  attain.  The  day 
would  come,  he  would  venture  to  predict,  when 
^  people  liTine  in  aQ  portions  ot  this  vast 
eontment  would  weome  oonTerts  to  the  Amer- 
iean  ooJonization  wdiane,  and  become  convinc- 
ed of  its  citfli^,  and  the  humane  principles  by 
which  it  is  characterized,  in  striving  to  amelio- 
nte  the  present  condition  of  the  African  race. 

The  object,  then,  of  the  memorialists  was  to 
send  free  ne^hies,  with  their  own  voluntary 
cooseot,  to  Liberia.  They  do  not  denre  to 
tooch  any  interest  or  any  property — to  affect 
My  r^t  of  any  citizen  here,  or  in  the  States. 
Tib  memorialists  come  here  and  tell  the  Sen- 
tie  that  many  donations  have  been  made  to 
theOf  frum  time  to  time,  both  in  land  and 
1IHM7,  *^  ^  highest  importance 
ffritioch  an  act  as  tiey  applied  for  shonld  be 


[Sbxatb. 

granted.  He  might  remind  the  Senate  of  a  do- 
nation that  was  given  the  Colonization  Society 
by  one  of  the  best  and  greatest  men  this  conntry 
had  ever  prodnoed — ^he  meant  the  late  venerable 
ex-Preeident  Madison.  He  bequeathed  the  do- 
nation (on  aocoont  of  there  not  being  in  exist- 
ence soch  an  act  88  these  memwialists  pray  for) 
to  Mr.  Gurley,  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  society. 
Although,  in  the  present  case,  de  trust  was 
faithfdlly  executed,  in  other  cases  it  might  not 
be ;  hence,  therefore,  the  memorifdists  ask  for 
an  act  of  incorporation,  in  order  that  they  can 
receive  what  may  be  given  thom.  Now,  the 
object  was  dear,  was  interesting,  was  just,  was 
natural ;  and  he  conld  not  bnt  express  his  hope 
that  an  act  of  incorporation  wotud  be  granted 
them. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  said  that  from  the  first  to  the 
last  he  had  been  under  the  impression  that  any 
interference  with  the  objects  of  tliis  society  by 
the  General  Government  would  not  only  be 
nnoonstitutaonal,  but  would  have  the  most  m^ 
ohievons  effects.  He  would  remind  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  who  had  mffliti<med  tlie  late 
Mr.  Madison  as  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Colo- 
nization Society,  that  that  great  statesman  was 
so  strict  in  his  notions  as  to  the  granting  of 
charters  by  the  General  Government,  that  he 
had  vetoed  the  act  of  Coogrees  incorporating  a 
chnrch  in  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky mnst  know  that  great  diversity  of  opinion 
existed  among  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  the 
country  as  to  the  nltimate  good  to  be  effected 
by  this  society ;  and  that  the  prevailing  opinion 
of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  South 
was  against  it  Nhie-tentha  of  the  Southern 
people  at  least,  said  Mr.  0.,  were  oppoaed  to 
any  interference  with  the  oljects  of  tou  sooi^ 
by  the  General  GoTenunent. 

Mr.  BccHAifAN  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  that  was, 
that^  if  an  act  of  incon>oration  be  granted  at 
all,  it  mnst  not  be  confined  in  its  operation  to 
the  District  of  Columbia;  it  most  go  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  whole  Union.  It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  B.)  that  this  was  not  a  proper  subject  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  was  a  committee  having  a 
great  deal  of  badness  to  attend  to,  though  not 
of  a  character  of  snoh  general  importance  as 
was  oonneoted  with  tMs  memoriaL  He  should, 
therefore,  tlunk  it  woold  be  better  to  haye  a 
special  committee  on  this  question.  The  gen- 
tleman frtnn  Eentodnr  understood  the  mattw 

Eerfectly  well,  and  snonld  be  placed  at  the 
ead  of  it,  and  could  bring  forward  such  a 
proposition  as  would  meet  general  approbation. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
l>e  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Clat  observed  that  he  understood  the 
snltject,  and  had  determined  to  make  his  pro- 
position as  free  from  objection  as  possible; 
and,  therefore,  he  limited  tiie  powers  of  the  act 
of  incorporation,  to  this  District  only.  He  was 
perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attempt  to  ^ve  it  a 
general  character,  so  that  the  wmtj  nu^t  es- 
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tablish  branobes  here  and  there,  a  constitution- 
al question  woald  arise.  He  boped  the  Senator 
from  FennsjlraiiiB  would  withdraw  his  motion 
for  a  select  committee.  He  (Mr.  0.)  did  him- 
self doabt  \rhether  Congress  had  the  power  to 
pass  an  act  of  iac(»poration  which  should  have 
powers  b^ond  the  District  of  Columbia.  But 
as  to  the  memorial,  he  woald  say  that,  as  it 
came  from  the  District  of  Columbia,  tbe  proper 
rc^rehce  was  to  the  committee  having  obatve 
of  its  affairs,  to  which  it  might  be  sent;  and  he 
hoped  that  it  wooid  report  a  bill  as  e^eedily  as 
possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  wonld  not  post- 
pone the  oonnderatioQ  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Calhottn  conceived  that  tbe  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  taken  the  proper  view 
of  this  question.  He  thought,  too,  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee.  The 
Senator  fr^nn  Kentucky  and  himself  view  the 
subject  in  a  very  different  point  of  view. 
A  mysterious  Providence  had  brought  tbe 
blad[  and  the  white  people  tmether  from 
di^mnt  parts  d  the  globe,  and  no  human 
power  could  nov  separ^  them.  The  whites 
are  a  European  race,  b^g  masters ;  and  the 
Africans  are  the  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He 
believed  Hiat  they  conld  exist  among  us  peace- 
ably enough,  if  imdisturbed,  for  all  time ;  and 
it  was  bis  opinion  that  the  Colonization  Society, 
and  all  the  other  schemes  which  had  been  got- 
ten up  through  mistaken  notions  of  philanthro- 
py, in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in 
the  condition  of  the  African,  bad  a  wrong 
foundation,  and  were  calculated  to  disturb  the 
existing  relations  beween  tbe  two  races,  aud 
the  relations  between  the  Kortii  and  the  South. 
He  knew  tbe  Senator  from  £entaoky  'riewed 
the  snl^eet  in  a  very  diflbrent  light,  for  he  had 
stated  on  many  occasions  he  opinions  the  held. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  belie«d  that  the  very  existence  of 
the  South  depended  upon  the  existing  relations 
being  kept  up,  and  that  every  scheme  which 
might  be  introduced,  having  for  its  object  an 
alteration  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  was 
pregnsnt  with  danger  and  ruin.  It  was  a  be- 
nevolent object,  and  highly  desirable  that  the 
blessings  of  dvilization  and  Christianity  should 
be  introduced  into  benighted  Africa ;  but  this 
was  a  Government  of  limited  powers,  and  had 
no  more  to  do  with  free  n^roes  than  with 
slaves ;  and  if  Africa  was  to  be  Christianized 
and  civilized,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  done 
by  this  Government  acting  beyond  its  constitu- 
tional powers.  It  was  a  maiter  of  little  im- 
portanoe  to  him,  whether  the  memorial  should 
be  referred  to  a  select  oommittee,  or  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PRBSTOif  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
memorilal  might  be  sent  to  the  Oommittee  on 
tiie  District 

Mr.  SmufOB  said  that  he  should  be  compel- 
led to  vote  against  the  reference  of  the  memo- 
rial to  any  committee  whatsoever.  He  coincid- 
ed in  opinion  witii  both  the  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  that,  wer«  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tiw  passed,  its  effects  wonld  be  coextensive 


with  the  Union  itself.  And  he  should  depre- 
cate more  the  location  of  a  society  at  this  pobt 
than  at  any  other,  becaose  of  its  commanding 
position,  and  on  account  of  its  indicating  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  delicate 
and  important  a  suljeot.  It- was  impossible  to 
be  so  obtuse  as  not  to  see  that  this  society, 
with  its  Briareus  arms,  would  exercise  a  greti 
inflnence  over  the  interests  of  tbe  Sontfiem 
country.  What  would  be  its  effects,  but  to 
hold  out  to  tbe  slave  population  a  desire  to  be- 
come free  ?  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  in  which  they  lire.'  They  did 
not  generally  desire  freedom,  in  their  degraded 
condition,  and  most  of  the  slaves  preferred  liv- 
ing in  that  condition.  But  when  an  indnoe- 
ment  was  held  out  to  them,  it  was  done  to 
make  them  discontented  with  the  dtnaUon  in 
which  God  bad  placed  tbem.  He  had  been 
opposed  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  be- 
cause he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
grant  a  charter  out  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  for  the  same  reason,  nearly,  he  was  now 
also  oimosed  to  granting  an  act  of  incorporation 
to  the  Colonization  Sooiefy  in  this  District,  be- 
cause, in  its  very  nature,  its  operations  could 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Mr.  Bivzs  bad  made  np  his  mind  to  vote  for 
the  reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  District  of  Colnmbia ;  he  did  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  expressing  any  opinion 
that  the  objects  of  this  society  could  be  accora- 
plbhed  by  the  aid  of  Congress.  While  he  did 
not  Itelieve  that  it  was  competent  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  any  society  whose  objects  ex- 
tended beyond  the  limits  of  tbe  District,  and 
were  coextoimTe  with  the  UiUon,  he  was 
di^Msed  to  vote  for  the  r^^renoe,  im  the  as- 
sumption that  the  acts  (tf  this  society  were  to 
l>e  ocHiBned  to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling 
that  tiie  memorial  should  be  referred  to  thei 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  it 
was  general  in  its  character,  as  many  gentienaai 
seemed  to  think ;  and  that  was  to  his  mind  the 
very  reason  why  it  should  not  be  sent  to  this 
committee,  whose  duty  was  to  attend  to  busi- 
ness connected  only  with  the  ten  miles  sqoare, 
and  to  guard  tbe  rights  of  the  people  living 
within  that  space.  It  was  quite  palpable  that 
no  corporate  body  of  this  character  could  be 
establi^ed  here,  without  affecting  the  whole 
Union.  Why  £d  not  the  society,  Instead  of 
coming  to  Congress  for  ar^  a^  of  incorporation, 
^ply  to  some  of  the  States  of  the  Unimi. 
Tneir  object  was  clear ;  and  he  could  not  "hnt 
r^ard  this  as  an  entering  wedge  to  more  ex- 
tended  operations,  and  it  should  he  frustrated 
at  once.  Ho  had  never  thrown  any  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  what  he  considered  praiseworthy 
and  meritorious  on  the  part  of  the  Colonization 
Society ;  but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  Oon^reas 
to  lend  them  any  assistance.  Mr.  K.  concluded 
by  moving  that  Uie  memorial  be  laid  on  the  tahle. 

The  memorial  was  laid  (m  the  taUe— ajos 
24,  noes  12, 
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The  following  bill  was  read  a  third  time : 

A  bOl  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  reveuuea  of  the  United  States. 
Bt  it  enacted,  dc.  That  the  Secretan  of  the 
TiuwMuj  be,  and  hereby  ii,  teqpired  to  uaapt  sudi 
■nasiuM  as  he  Diay  deem  neoessarjr  to  efihct  a  col- 
lection of  the  pablic  Terenoe  of  the  ITnHed  States, 
whether  arising  from  daties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sales 
nt  bads,  in  the  mannef  and  on  the  jnlndples  herein 
provided :  that  is,  that  no  sudi  dotiea,  taxes,  debts,  or 
sums  of  monej.  {myable  for  lauds,  shall  be  collected 
or  leoeiTed  othenrfte  than  in  the  lead,  cotrency 
«f  the  Uidted  States,  or  in  notes  of  baus  which  are 
parable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  s^.  Uwd 
emreoCT'  of  the  United  St^es,  mider  the  fi^orog 
mtrieacms  and  conditions  m  regard  to  such  notes, 
10 wit:  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
Holes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  drculate  bills  or 
notes  of  a  lees  denomination  than  flvfl  dollars  shall 
be  receiTed  on  account  of  the  public  dues ;  and  from 
and  after  die  tbirtioth  day  <^  Deeemhw,  dgbteen 
hoidred  and  fldrtj-nine,  the  notes  of  to  bank  wUeh 
riiall  tasue  or  etrcnkte  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomina- 
tion than  ten  dollars,  shall  be  eo  receivable ;  and 
from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one 
dMttaand  e^t  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  pro- 
hOiitioa  Atu  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks 
lawiiil^  bOlfl  or  notes  of  a  less  denominatioD  than 
tweaty  dollars. 

Stc  S.  And  be  it/urther  eriaeUdj  That  no  notes 
shall  be  Teoeired  by  the  collectors  or  receivers  of  the 
whidi  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to 
shall  not,  under  the  superviuon  and 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to 
pasB  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash; 
I*ronJedy  That  if  any  deposit  bank  shall  refuse  to 
leedre  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
aa  cash,  any  no  tee  reoefrable  under  the  provisions 
of  thia  act,  irtiich  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  bosinesa,  receives  on  general  dowsit,  the  Secre- 
tny  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  aauorised  to  with- 
draw the  public  depoots  from  Hud  bank. 

The  questioa  ham  on  the  passage  of  the 
bin, 

Ur.  Bbston  rose  and  commenced  his  speech 
against  its  passage  with  stating  the  reason  why 
be  had  not  spoken  the  evenmg  before,  when 
the  qaestum  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bUl.  He  said  that  he  conld  not  have  foreseen 
that  the  subject  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bill  forlnniting  the  sales  of  the  pnblio  lands 
to  actnal  settlers,  woald  be  laid  down  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  np  this  subject  oat  of  its 
order;  and,  tbersfbre,  had  act  twonght  with 
him  aome  montorandnms  which  he  intended  to 
ue  when  this  tabiect  came  up.  He  did  not 
diooae  to  ask  for  deli^,  because  his  habit  was 
to  speak  to  sal^eeta  when  they  were  called ; 
and  in  this  particular  case  he  did  not  tliink  it 
natraial  when  be  spoke ;  for  he  was  very  well 
aware  that  his  speaking  would  not  -affect  the 
lata  of  the  bill.  It  would  pass,  and  that  was 
koowu  to  all  in  the  chamber.  It  was  known 
to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Ewmo)  who  in- 
dulged himself  in  saying  he  thonght  otherwise 
a  few  Amjb       ;  was  only  a  good-no- 


tared  way  of  sUmnlating  his  friends,  and  brinff- 
ing  them  np  to  the  scratch.  The  bill  would 
pass,  and  that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  wonld 
have  the  vote  of  the  oppodtion,  and  a  diviuon 
of  the  administration  rote.  Why,  then,  did  he 
speak  t  Because  it  was  due  to  his  position, 
and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency 
questions,  to  express  his  sentnnenta  more  fiiUy- 
on  this  bill,  bo  vital  to  the  general  curreney, 
than  could  be  done  by  a  mere  negaUve  vote. 
He  should,  therefore,  speak  against  it,  and 
should  direct  his  attention  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Public  Land  Committee,  which  had  so 
totally  changed  the  character  of  the  proceeding 
on  this  sulfject  The  recision  of  the  Treasnry 
order  was  inlroduoed  a  resolution — it  went  out 
a  resolution — but  it  came  back  a  bill,  and  a 
bill  to  regulate,  not  the  land  office  receipts 
only,  but  all  the  receipts  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become 
statute  law,  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the 
revenues,  and  to  repeal  all  other  laws  upon  the 
subject  to  which  it  related.  In  this  new  form 
it  asanmee  an  importance,  and  acquires  an 
eS^  infinitely  beyond  a  reaolnticm,  and  be- 
comes, in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  a  totally  new 
measure.  Mr.  B.  reminded  the  Senate  that  he 
had,  in  his  first  speech  on  this  sabject,  given  it 
as  his  opinion,  that  two  main  objects  were  pro- 
posed to  be  accomplished  by  the  resdnding  res- 
olution: first,  the  implied  condemnation  of 
President  Jackson  for  violatiog  the  laws  and 
constitution,  and  destroying  the  prosperity  of 
the  country ;  and,  secondly,  the  imposition  of 
the  paper  currency  of  the  States  upon  the 
Federal  Government.  With  respect  to  the  first 
of  these  objects,  he  iveeamed  it  was  fully  prov- 
ed by  the  roeeohes  of  all  ^e  t^iporition  Sen- 
ators who  had  spokm  on  this  snljeot;  and, 
with  respect  to  the  secand,  he  belteved  it  would 
find  its  proof  in  the  change  which  the  ori^al 
resolution  had  undergone,  and  the  form  it  was 
now  assuming  of  statute  law,  and  especially 
with  the  proviso  which  was  added  at  the  eoa. 
of  the  second  section. 

Having  remarked  npon  the  phraseology  of 
the  bill,  and  shown  that  a  paper  currency,  com- 
posed of  the  notes  of  a  tnonsand  local  banks, 
not  <»ily  might  become  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government,  bnt  waa  evidently  intend- 
ed to  bo  made  its  currency ;  and  that,  in  the 
face  of  all  the  protestations  of  the  fHends  of  the 
administration  in  favor  of  re-establishing  the 
national  gold  mrrwioy,  Mr.  B.  would  now  take 
up  the  bm  of  the  committee  under  two  or  three 
other  aspects,  and  show  it  to  be  as  mistaken  in 
its  de^gn  as  it  wonld  be  impotent  in  its  eff^t 
In  the  first  place,  it  transferred  the  business  of 
suppressing  the  small-note  circnladon  from  the 
deposit  branch  to  the  oollecUng  branch  of  the 
puolio  revenue.  At  present,  this  business  was 
in  a  oourse  of  progress  through  tiie  deposit 
banks,  as  a  condition  of  holding  the  pnblio 
moneys,  and,  as  snch,  had  a  place  in  the  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  session,  and  also  had  a  place 
m  the  President's  message  o£  the  la^  seeaon, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ABBID6HBNT  OF  THB 


where  the  sappres^n  of  paper  oarrenQy  under 
twenty  dollars  was  expressly  referml  to  the 
action  oi  the  depodt  banks,  and  as  a  condition 
of  dieir  retaining  the  public  deporits.  It  was 
through  the  depodt  banks,  and  not  through  the 
reception  of  lo^  bank  paper,  that  the  suppres- 
don  of  small  notes  sbomd  be  effected.  In  the 
next  idaoe,  he  objected  to  the  committee's  bill, 
beoanae  it  proposed  to  make  a  bargain  with 
eiCoh  of  the  thoue«nd  biwks  now  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  hundreds  more  which  will  soon 
be  born,  and  to  give  them  a  right — a  right  by 
law — to  have  their  notes  reoeiv^  at  ^e  federu 
Treasury.  He  was  against  such  a  bargun.  He 
had  no  idea  of  making  a,  contract  with  these 
thousand  banks  for  the  reception  of  their  notes. 
He  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  them,  and 
(pving  them  a  right  to  plead  the  Oonstitution 
of  tiie  United  States  agWDst  us,  if,  at  any  time, 
after  harine-agreed  to  receive  dieir  notes,  upon 
oondition  that  t^y  would  fi^ve  up  their  small 
oircolation,  they  should  choose  to  say  we  had 
impured  the  contract  by  not  conUnaing  to  re- 
ceive them ;  and  so  either  relspse  into  the  issue 
of  this  small  trash,  or  have  recourse  to  the  ju- 
dicial process  to  compel  the  United  States  to 
abide  the  contract,  and  continue  the  reception 
of  all  their  notes.  Hr.  B.  had  no  idea  of  letting 
down  tbis  Federal  Oovemment  to  such  petty 
and  inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thonsand 
moneyed  corporations.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  act  as  a  Govern- 
ment, and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should  pre- 
scribe conditions,  and  not  make  bargains.  It 
should  give  the  law.  He  was  agfuust  these 
bargains,  even  if  they  were  good  ones ;  but 
they  were  bad  barauns,  wretobedly  bad,  and 
ought  to  he  r^ected  as  such,  even  if  all  higher 
and  nobler  considerations  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. What  is  the  consideration  that  jUie  Unit- 
ed States  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individual 
agreement  with  each  bank  by  itseli^  that  in 
three  years  it  will  cease  to  issue  notes  under 
ten  dollars,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease  to  is- 
sue notes  tmder  twenty  dollars.  What  is  the 
price  which  she  pays  for  this  coDuderation  I  In 
the  first  place,  it  receives  the  notes  of  such  banks 
as  gold  and  silver  at  all  the  land  oflSces,  cnstom- 
hottsea  and  post  offices,  of  the  United  States, 
and,  of  oonrse,  pm  them  out  agida  as  gold  and 
(rilver  to  all  Iwr  debtors.  In  t£e  next  place,  it 
oompels  the  deposit  banks  to  credit  them  as 
eash.  In  the  third  place,  it  accredits  the  whole 
circulation  of  the  banks,  and  makes  it  current 
all  over  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
universal  receivability  for  all  federal  dues.  In 
other  words,  it  indorses,  so  far  as  credit  is  con- 
cerned, the  whole  circulation  of  every  bank 
that  comes  into  the  bai^in  thus  proposed. 
This  is  certainly  a  most  wretched  bargain  on 
the'  part  of  the  United  States — a  bargain  in 
which  what  she  receives  is  ruinous  to  her ;  for 
the  more  local  paper  she  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the 
sooner  will  her  Treasury  be  filled  wtth  un- 
available fimda. 


[Jahuabt,  I88T. 

iir.  B.  had  heen.  at  work  for  five  years  to 
ptoean  the  roppreaaion  of  paper  m<mey  undw 
twenty  dollara.  His  exertions,  <m  that  wAnt, 
bad  Iffought  him  into  oommnidoation  witn  the 
officers  of  many  banks ;  and  It  was  due  to  them 
to  say,  that  all  the  banks  of  hi^  character, 
with  which  he  had  commnnicated,  were  in 
iavor  of  the  suppression  of  small. notes;  and 
he  was  folly  persuaded  that  many  of  them,  and 
as  a  mere  condition  of  retaining  the  public  de- 
posits, if  the  deposit  banks'were  reduced  to  the 
proper  number,  would  give  up  their  circulation 
^tirely,  and  introduce  into  qpr  country  the  ex- 
ample of  banks  of  discount,  depout,  and  »• 
change,  alone,  as  they  exist  in  Europe,  and 
where  they  give  all  the  real  benefits  of^  banks, 
without  the  dangers  and  mischief  of  issuing 
piq>er  money.   In  hk  opinion,  about  thirty 
poot  banks  were  enough;  they  wore  more 
plaoes  of  deposit  than  existed  during  the  time 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  -wiath  had 
bnt  twenty-four  branches :  and  If  the  depodts 
were  confined  to  about  thirty  banks  of  good 
capital  and  high  character,  these  banks  would 
immediately,  that  is  to  say,  within  on©  or  two 
years,  and  now  while  we  have  the  specie  to  jostiQr 
the  operation,  enter  heartily  into  the  measure 
of  putting  down  the  circulation  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars.   With  the  additional  induce- 
ment of  relinquishing  the  interest  which  they 
now  pay  on  deposits,  he  felt  certain  they  would 
quickly  accomplish  this  great  work  for  tho 
countiy.  Now  is  the  thne,  as  Hr.  0.  P.  "White 
says  in  bis  letter,  now  is  the  time  to  do  it,  when 
onr  q>ecie  is  between  serwity  and  eifditj  mil- 
Uom  't^  dollars.   Certainly  Uiis  is  the  tim^ 
while  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  is  locked 
up  in  the  vaults  of  banks — and  white  our  piqier 
circulation  is  so  redundant  as  to  have  imder- 
gone  a  depreciation  which  is  heayfly  fdt  in  the 
price  of  every  article  of  consumption  by  all  per- 
sons who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  income. 
This  is  the  time  to.  effect  the  suppressicm ;  and 
it  was  afflictmg  to  see  it  lost ;  for  to  'postjwne 
it  five  years  was  to  lose  the  golden  opportunity. 
And  at  whose  instance  was  this  to  do  done  1 
At  the  instance  of  the  smalt  banks — ^the  two- 
and-sixpenny  conoerns — ^to  which  it  was  an  oh- 
ject  to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the 
gain  to  the  buik  upon  the  loss  to  the  eomma- 
nity,  in  the  wear  and  tear  of  small  notes.  Kr. 
B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks  which  cUng  to 
the  small  notes,  and  some  of  them  since  they 
became  deposit  banks,  and  in  violation  of  the 
deposit  law.   He  would  give  an  instance;  it 
was  from  that  same  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus, 
from  which  he  hod  before  read.   In  the  state- 
ment of  its  condition  made  to  the  liCsislatiire 
of  Ohio  on  the  9th  day  of  January  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  thus 
stated:  One-dollar  bills,  $6,226 ;  twonlollar  do. 
$4,016  ;  three-dollar  do.  $6,669 ;  five  do.  $60,- 
085,  ten  do.  $10,910;  twenty  do.  $12,1^; 
do.  $18,400;  one  hundred  do.  |^00.  Now, 
here  is  a  bank  whose  total  circulation  is  $116,- 
000,  and  of  which  the  whole,  ^except  aboot 
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$25,000,  is  under  twenty  doll&rs  j  and  yet  this 
bank,  on  thU  qnestioD,  and  in  this  chamber,  is 
to  OQtweifffa  the  Manhattan,  and  the  other  great 
banks  tiw  oonntry  I 

Mr.  B.  Bald  it  was  onrions  to  observe  that  the 
Bmall  conntry^  banks  in  Ensland  had  govemed 
the  legldstton  of  the  British  Parliament  in  the 
soppressicm  of  the  small  notes,  preciselj  In  the 
manner  now  going  on  in  this  oonntry,  and  with 
the  same  disastroos  results  there  which  taaj  be 
en>ected  to  ensne  here.  He  would,  to  show 
this,  read  an  extract  from  the  testimonj*  of  the 

?>Temor  of  tho  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Horaley 
aimer,  before  Lord  Althtnp^s  committee,  ht 
1832.    He  says : 

"  Bj  the  resolnUon  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
1819,  the  Bank  of  Et^Und  was  required,  within 
fimr  years,  to  pay  off  in  sold  the  amount  of  thdr 
one-potmd  notes  then  in  Ovulation,  (aboot  £7,600- 
000  ;)  farther,  to  provide  the  coin  for  paying  off  the 
eooutry  small  notes  in  1825,  (aboot  £7,800,000 
more;)  la  adffiion  to  which,  the  neceatit^  was  im- 
poeed  of  proTiding  the  reqoiaite  auridus  bullion  for 
msoriDg  the  oonvertibility  of  all  their  liabilities; 
vbicb  additioa  of  bullion  to  their  stock  could  not  be 
eatimated  at  less  than  £6,000,000;  making  in  the 
SgHTegsta  ^620,000,000  of  gold  as  neeeaaary  to  be 
pcoenred  frmn  fordgn  countries  within  the  space  of 
fottr  years  from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own 
BBuU  notes  in  1821,  (two  years  before  the  Ume 
limited  by  Parliament)  In  1822,  being  three  years 
prior  to  the  time  fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  !n 
s  Bitnation  to  fumish  the  gold  for  paying  off  the 
eouDtey  small  notes,  (that  is,  they  had  procured  the 
wlKde  20  millions  in  gold,  near  100  miUlons  of 
dollani,  from  fore^  countries  in  three  years,)  wlien, 
wfAoot  any  communication  with  tlw  bank,  tlie 
6ovemmeut  tlmaBlit  pnqwr  to  authorise  a  ocoUn- 
nanoe  of  the  ciroiustion  a  the  eooutry  mall  notes 
■BtO  1888." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  here  seen  that  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England  compl^oed  tbat,  when 
the  Bulk  of  England  had  procared  twenty  mil- 
lions sterling  in  gold  in  Ihree  years,  (eqoal  to 
near  one  hundred  millions  of  doUara,)  and  had 
snppreased  its  own  small  notes,  and  had  gold 
enongh  to  sopply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
banks*  small  notes,  these  country  banks  got 
the  time  extended  for  the  suppression  of 
theirs — got  it  done  in  Parliament,  withoat  oon- 
snltation  with  the  Bank  of  Enriand — and  ex- 
tended op  to  the  year  1888.  This  is  the  testi- 
mony of  the  fforemor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  tbu:  that  the  PBrliament  lost  the 
golden  moment  of  doing  the  great  work,  and 
loat  it  by  conforming  to  the  interests  of  the 
smAll  country  banks,  whose  friends  were  nn- 
meroos  and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  oppo- 
ridott  to  the  interests  of  the  empire,  and  against 
the  wishes  of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest 
is  matter  of  history.  That  history  is,  that  these 
eooutry  bsnks  never  enjoyed  the  seven  years 
which  Parliament  granted  them.  Having  seven 
yews  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  make  hay 
wliile  the  son  was  shining.  So  to  work  they 
went,  and  put  out  more  small  notes  than  ever. 
The  cooseqaence  was,  the  vast  and  disastrous 
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explosion  of  the  p«>er  system  whioh  took  l^aoe 
in  1825,  an  ezplodon  which  covered  all  Eng- 
land with  the  wrecks  (tf  brokoi  fortimes,  and 
in  which  so  many  fiunilies  who  thought  them- 
selves affioent  were  sad^enly  snnk,  withoat  any 
fanlt  of  thdr  'own,  and,  as  if  by  magio  end  en- 
chantment, from  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and 
happiness,  to  the  sufferings  of  poverty,  misery, 
and  desptur.  History,  said  Mr.  B.,  is  sidd  to  be 
philosophy  teaching  by  example.  Bot  how 
many  .of  her  lessons  are  lost  upon  the  world  I 
Here  is  a  great  lesson  ^ven  to  as  in  our  own 
time,  and  by  the  nation  from  whom  we  have 
borrowed  our  whole  system  of  banking.  Yet 
this  lesson  is  lost  upon  na;  and  we  must  go 
through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselves, 
as  she  did,  before  we  con  know  it.  Our  cir- 
cumstances are  the  same ;  we  have  accumulat- 
ed upwards  of  70  millions  of  gold  and  silver ; 
it  is  increasing  every  day ;  we  are  ready  for 
the  operation  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
putting  ont  hard  money ;  the  strong  tiaa  re- 
spectable banks  wish  us  to  do  it :  mo  publio 
interest  requires  it  to  be  done ;  the  pohcy  of 
President  Jackson's  administration  prescribes 
it;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opportunity;  we  pnt 
it  off  for  five  years  I  and  instead  of  adopting  an 
efficient  course  to  act  upon  masses  of  banks, 
and  upon  every  variety  of  their  circulation 
under  twenty  dollars,  we  take  an  impotent,  in- 
efficient course,  and  to  act  upon  units,  and  up- 
on the  notes  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way 
of  bargmn,  which  either  party  may  terminate 
when  it  pleases,  a  bargain  whioh  must  be  fatal 
to  our  Treasury  if  the  huiks  accept  it  I 

Ur.  B.,  having  gone  over  these  objections  to 
the  committee's  hill,  would  now  ascend  to  a 
class  of  objections  of  a  higher  and  graver  ohar^ 
aeter.  He  had  already  remarked  that  the  com- 
mittee had  carried  ont  a  resolution,  and  had 
brought  back  a  bill ;  that  the  committee  pro- 
posed a  statutory  enactment,  where  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio,  (Mr,  Ewino, )  and  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Jtr.  Rives,)  had  only  proposed 
a  joint  resolution ;  and  he  had  already  furtber 
remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  total  change 
in  the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  had  added 
what  neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed, 
a  clanse,  nnder  a  proviso,  to  enact  paper  money 
into  cash— to  pass  paper  money  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  cosh— and  to  punish, 
by  title  loss  of  the  depodts,  any  depodt  bank 
whidi  should  refhse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit, 
and  so  to  pass,  the  notes  "  reedvable  "  under 
the  provisions  of  thur  bilL  These  two  ohanffes 
make  entirely  anew  measure—one  of  wholly 
a  different  character  from  the  resolutions  of  tbe 
two  Senators — a  measure  which  openly  and  in 
terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertakes  to  make 
local  State  paper  a  legal  tender  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  compel  t^e  recention  of  all 
its  revenues  in  the  notes  '*  reoeivable  "  nnder 
the  provisions  of  the  committee^s  biU.  After 
this  giffantio  step — ^this  colossal  movement-— in 
favor  of  paper  money,  there  was  but  one  step 
more  for  the  committee  totake^  and  that  vm  to 
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make  these  notes  a  legal  tender  in  all  payments 
from  the  Federal  Govemment.  Bat  that  step 
was  unnecessary  to  be  taken  in  'words,  for  it  ia 
taken  in  fact,  when  the  other  great  step  becomes 
law.  For  it  is  incontestable  tLat  what  the  Gov- 
ernment receivee,  it  must  pay  ont ;  and  what 
it  pays  ont  becomes  the  cnrrency  of  the  coun- 
try. So  that  when  this  bill  passes,  the  paper 
money  of  the  local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by 
law  to  the  Fedo'al  Goveniment,  and  a  tender 
by  dwrate  from  the  Grovemment  to  its  creditors 
and  the  people.  This  is  the  state  to  which  the 
committee's  bill  will  bring  us  I  and  now,  let  us 
pause  and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  po- 
rtion we  occupy,  and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper 
on  which  we  ore  proposed  to  be  anbarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  recog- 
nizes nothing  but  gold  and  silver  for  money ; 
we  stand  upon  a  legislation  of  near  fifty  years, 
which  recognizes  nothing  but  ^old  and  silver 
for  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  wo  have  a 
stotutot?  enactment  proposed  to  recognize  the 
paper  of  a  wildemess  of  local  banks  for  money, 
and  in  so  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  le^slation  by 
law,  and  the  constitution  by  fact.  This  is  an 
era  in  oar  legislation.  It  is  statute  lav  to  con- 
trol all  otiier  law,  and  is  not  a  resolution  to 
other  laws,  and  to  egress  the  opinicHis  of  Ooa- 
gress.  On  this  point  he  must  be  permitted  to 
refer  to  what  he  had  said  in  a  former  part  of 
this  debate,  when  he  dwelt  upon  the  difference 
between  an  act  of  Congress  and  a  resolution  of 
Oongress,  and  congratulated  himself  that  no 
act  of  the  national  Legislature  had  ever  attack- 
ed the  great  fundamental  acts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  nlver  money 
of  the  constitution. 

Hr.  B.  said,  the  effects  of  this  statute  would 
be,  to  make  a  paper  government — ^to  insure  the 
exportation  of  our  specie — to  leave  the  State 
bonks  without  foandatious  to  rest  upon — to 
produce  a  certain  catastrophe  in  the  whole  pa- 
per system — to  revive  the  pretensions  of  the 
United  States  Bank— and  to  fasten,  for  a  time, 
the  Adam  Smith  system  upon  the  federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  whole  Union. 

Mr.  B.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  oer- 
tdnty  in  the  kind  of  money  which  was  to  be 
received  in  the  land  offices.  The  whole  question 
was  left  afloat.  Nothing  was  fixed;  nothing 
was  stationary.  What  was  land-office  money 
to-day  might  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  orders 
for  ute  reception  and  r^ection  of  different 
pi4>er,  or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day 
to  day.  A  farmer  hears  that  the  notes  of  a 
particular  bank  are  receivable;  he  supplies 
himself  with  those  notes  and  goes  to  the  office. 
When  he  gets  there,  he  may  meet  an  order  to 
exclude  them;  and  then  be  tamed  over  to  a 
money-dealer  to  famish  himself  with  otlter  notes, 
no  better  than  those  he  had,  bat  at  a  cost  of  five, 
ten,  or  fifteen  ^r  cent,  to  him,  to  effect  the 
ex^uiange.  Far  better  would  it  be  for  the 
fsrmers  and  settlers  to  have  the  permanency 
and  nniformity  of  gold  and  rilver  only  for 
land-cfiloe  pajmenta;  then  they  would  always 
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know  what  they  had  to  rely  upon,  and  would 
be  free  from  disappointments  and  impoaUona. 

2£r.  B.  further  objected  to  the  receivability 
of  paper  money  at  the  land  offices,  on  accoont 
of  the  advanta^  which  it  gave  to  baoken 
and  their  favontes  over  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. To  a  banker,  or  his  fevorite,  it  wu 
pretty  imroateriol  whether  he  gave  a  quire  or 
a  ream— a  handful,  or  an  armfiil— of  bis  paper, 
fw  a  parcel  of  land;  and  whether  tins  puter 
was  speckled  over  with  figores  for  five  aoIlaiB 
or  fifty  dollarsu  or  five  hundred  dollars.  It  was 
all  pretty  mnch  the  same  thing  to  him.  To  a 
farmer,  however,  who  had  to  give  labor,  or 
produce,  or  property,  for  every  dollar  ha 
obtained,  it  was  quite  another  aSaii:  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  stand  the  com- 
petition with  the  man  of  quires,  with  Ms 
machine  to  impress  letters  and  figures  for  as 
many  dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  the  little  oblong 
slips  of  paper  which  constituted  bank  notes. 
It  was  a  shame  in  the  Government  to  pat  tLe 
farmer  in  competition  with  sach  wndenla 
manufacturers  of  p^er  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  further  objected  to  this  bill,  becaosa 
its  tendency  was  to  inundate  the  new  States 
with  strange  and  unknown  bank  paper.  In 
the  new  ^otes,  whatever  was  hmia  offloe 
money  was  onrrent  money.  It  was  eonent, 
not  only  at  the  land  office,  but  in  every  ptaoe^ 
and  all  over  the  State.  It  yas  a  Government 
indorsement,  which  gave  credit  to  the  Trhole 
issue  of  the  bank.  Taking  advantage  of  this, 
it  was  quite  usual  for  enterprising  banks  to  get 
their  p^er  made  receivable  in  the  land  offices : 
then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  out  im- 
mense quantities  of  it  in  the  pnrchase  of  prod- 
ucts, or  property;  and  then  leave  it  to  be 
shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  the  ]>eople  whra 
it  ceased  to  be  land  office  numey,  or  whea 
specie  was  wanted  for  it. 

Finally,  Hr.  B.  olfjeoted,  totally,  to  the  Idea 
oi  oontinaing  to  receive  paper  money  for  the 
dues  of  the  Federal  Government.  This  IhU 
wos  intended  to  be  a  permanent  law ;  there 
was  no  limitation  of  tune  in  it.  It  was  in- 
tended to  continue  paper  money  forever  as  the 
currency  of  the  F^er&l  Government.  There 
was  no  longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  justify 
such  a  gross  depul-ure  from  the  constitution. 
It  is  not  now  as  it  was  in  1816,  when  the 
joint  resolution  of  that  year  was  passed.  Then, 
there  was  less  specie  in  the  country  than  ever 
was  known ;  now  there  is  more  than  ever  was 
known.  The  joint  resolution  of  1818  was  a 
great  advance  upon  the  existing  state  of  thioga 
at  that  time :  the  same  resolatum  would  be  a 
retrograde  movement,  and  a  great  falling  back 
at  the  present  ia^.  We  have  now  near  eighty 
millions  of  specie.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury computed  it  at  seventy-three  millions  two 
months  ago,  and  it  has  been  increasing  ever 
smce.  A  New  Orleans  p^wr  computes  it  at 
eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  is  seventy-five 
mOlions;  that  sum  is  far  beycmd  any  pcs^ble 
demand  that  the  ooUeotiw  m  the  revaiuea  In 
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■pecie  oolild  demand.   On  this  point  Mr.  B. 
Rwke  with  data  in  his  hand,  and  conld 
ttmonstrate  and  prove  up  what  he  sfud.  He 
had  two  different  data  to  go  upon,  either  of 
which  woald  be  sofficient,  and  both  of  which, 
togethw,  would  be  conclusive.  Elrst,  as  to  the 
mansA  of  mon^  which  it  requires  to  effect  a 
nvcn  HnDnnt  of  payments  in  transacting  the 
DoaiieaB  <tf  the  ooontry.  Everybody  Imowa 
thtt  it  does  not  require  an  amount  of  money 
equal  to  the  whole  amoont  of  annual  pay- 
ments, to  make  those  payments.   This  might 
be  tm  ease  if  every  creditor  ate  all  the 
money  which  he  received;  bat  as  he  does 
not  eat  it,  bnt  p^  it"  over  to  somebody 
else,  it  follows  that  the  same  piece  of  money 
performs  many  payments  in  the  course  of  the 
year ;  and,  oonseqnently,  that  a  som  far  below 
the  amoant  of  annual  payments  will  be  snffi- 
Hent  to  effect  all  those  payments.   A  propor- 
tionate sapply,  then,  is  all  that  is  wanted ;  and 
that  pn^tortion  ia  fixed  by  political  economists 
at  the  ooe-teoth.   Thus,  annaal  payments  to 
the  amoont  of  ten  millions  may  be  effected  by 
netns  of  one  milUtm ;  and  ao  on  in  the  same 
pn^MMtkm,  for  any  amomit.  Upon  this  data 
K  wodd  require  bat  a  small  part  of  oar  seventy 
odd  millions  to  effect  all  the  annaal  payments 
to  the  Federal  Govvnment.   Then,  try  another 
data.   Take  the  experience  of  the  Bank  of  the 
TTaited  States.   During  the  time  that  that  bank 
was  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government, 
nothing  was  received  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
meat  bat  its  own  notes  and  eilver;  for  there 
was  then  no  gold  in  circulation.   The  amoant 
of  United  States  Bank  notes  in  circolation, 
though  pnshed  up  a  few  times  to  twenty  odd 
nullions,  was  generally  below  twenty;  bat 
take  that  fbr  the  average,  and  add  the  silver, 
which  was  oompated  in  16S3,  by  the  B«nator 
fhxn  HwEsehasetta,  QSx.  WxavrxOf)  in  tlie 
debate  <m  the  renewal  of  the  bonk  diarter,  at 
from  tweo^to  twenty-two  millions;  pat  these 
two  sums  tc^tber,  and  you   have  aboat 
ibrty  millions,  or  little  more  than  half  the  gold 
and  silver  now  in  the  country.   Here,  again, 
the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  shows  that  we 
have  more  than  eooagh  for  this  parpose.  Bat 
there  is  still  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  tiie  same 
resnlt.   It  is  by  lookhig  to  the  actual  amount 
that  win  be  required  for  the  great  sonrces  of 
Government  demand — ^lands,  customs,  and  Post 
Office.    The  lands,  whether  sales  are  restricted 
to  settlers,  or  limited  to  hard  money  payments, 
irtiich  wonld  its^  be  a  restriction  of  sales  to 
setdtfs,  it  is  oertain  not  more  thui  five  or  nx 
adOioiiB  oi  dollars*  wwth  would  he  Bold ;  and, 
as  tike  OoTwnment  would  not  eat  these  five  or 
fix  miltions,  hot  pay  them  buck  as  fiist  as 
reeeived,  it  would  foUow  that  a  part  only  of 
it  would  be  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  pay- 
Bent.    Then,  as  to  the  costoms :  they  may 
anomit  to  about  twenty  millions,  bat  would, 
la  reali^,  require  but  HtUe  specie ;  for  the  pay- 
BMAts  through  the  customs  are  seldom  made 
by  ooantiiig  money,  bat  by  a  tranafer  of  oredit 


on  the  books  of  a  bank.  An  order  to  pay  the 
customs  in  hard  money  would  make  very  little 
difference  in  the  payments  as  now  made. 
This,  evei7  merchant  and  bnainess  man  folly 
understand.  Hezt,  as  to  the  Post  Office: 
here  the  receipts  are  upwards  of  four  udlltons 
per  annum;  bat  the  Postmaster  General  does 
not  eat  the  money,  but  pays  it  oat  hnmediately, 
and  sends  it  back  into  the  mass  of  ^rcnlatlon, 
in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  Depart- 
ment by  contractorsj  agents,  dEipaly-  post- 
masters, 'Ac.,  who  iranwdiately  aisbnrse  it 
among  the  oommunity. 

Mr.  B.  SMd  tiiat  this  bill,  though  in  Ite  terms 
a  general  measure,  and  professing  to  act  only 
on  coming  evraits,  yet  was,  in  reality,  a  raAtsare 
rescinding  the  Treasury  ordor  of  July  la&t; 
and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  sainted  by  the 
friends  of  the  recislon  on  this  floor.  They 
openly  celebrated  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the 
triumph  of  their  movement,  and  annoonce  its 
passage  as  a  welcome  victory.  This  may  be. 
They  may  carry  the  bill,  but  they  cannot  carry 
the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  order, 
bat  they  cannot  veruy  If  r.  Kddle's  pre^efion 
of  the  iustresa  it  was  to  create,  nor  InvalidBto 
Present  Jaokson's  statement  of  tlie  good  it 
bad  produced.  In  the  month  of  Novotaiber, 
Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world  of  woe — all  to 
take  place  by  the  time  that  Congress  met,  and 
all  to  resolt  from  the  Treasury  order,  and  the 
manner  of  executing  the  deposit  act — "  intense 
pecuniary  distress ;  derangement  of  exchanges ; 
toss  of  confidence;  destraction  of  the  public 
prosperity ;  scarcity  of  money ;  fall  of  prices ; 
ruin  of  Ibe  currency ; "  and  he  averred  that 
the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  under 
the  command  of  Gon^eaa,  if  the  Secretanr 
would  not  do  it  voluatarily,  would  restore  confi- 
dence in  twenty-four  hotira,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  tibds  mass  of  woe  in  twenty-four  da^  On 
tiie  other  band,  the  Preddent  informed  ua,  in 
bis  annual  Message,  that  the  same  T^reasury 
order  had  produced  many  salutary  conse- 
quences. He  says  it  has  checked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks,  and  given  them  addi- 
tional strength  to  meet  approaching  difficulties ; 
that  it  has  cut  off  the  means  of  speculation  in 
the  public  lands;  that  it  has  saved  the  new 
States  from  the  evils  of  a  non-resident  pro-  ■ 
prietorship ;  that  it  has  kept  open  the  public 
lands  to  the  entry  of  cultivators,  and  saved 
them  from  competition  with  those  who  are 
favored  with  baiUE  facilities ;  that  it  has  caused 
gold  and  silver  to  flow  into  the  new  States, 
and  placed  the  boraness  of  the  whole  country 
on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basis.  This  is  the 
representation  of  tiie  Prendent ;  and  which  Is 
the  true  jncture  Y  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle^ 
prediction?  Stirely  the  state  of  the  country 
will  answer  the  question  I  Ocrtainly  the  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  every  individual  will  enable 
him  to  answer  it  I '  The  whole  prediction  for 
the  panic  and  pressure  has  failed  I  the  edict  for 
the  distress  has  fiiiled !  It  was  to  no  purpose 
that  the  distress  was  commenced  at  several 
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places ;  that  many  presses,  and  several  speakers 
on  this  floor,  annonnced  and  procUdmed  il 
The  seTenty  odd  millions  of  hard  money  which 
had  been  brought  into  the  country  was  death 
to  the  operation ;  and.  after  a  &w  vain  eflforts 
to  renew  the  scenes  of  1888,  after  a  ftv  abor- 
tire  denumstratlons  t«  alarm  the  pnblio,  the 
whole  oontarivanoe  was  Abandoned,  or,  rather, 
the  performance  was  postponed ;  for  it  is  never 
to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  pressnre  is  part 
of  the  permanent  Bystem  of  the  denationalized 
national  bank,  and  will  be  bronghi  to  bear, 
whenever  opportonity  will  permit,  nntil  it  -shall 
be  proved  to  the  people  mat  they  cannot  live 
withont  a  natidnal  bank.  The  edict  for  the 
distress,  then,  has  fuled;  and  the  fiailnre  of 
that  scheme  is  itself  the  proof  of  ih&  tmth  of 
President  Jackson's  statement  of  the  good 
effects  of  the  order.  That  order  has  been 
attended  by  every  Rood  ^eot  which  he  has 
mentioned,  and  this  u  nniversally  known  in  the 
West^  and  Is  proved  negatively  the  total 
absence  of  all  complaint  trtm  that  qnarter. 
Nobody  In  the  new  States  complains  to  na ;  no 
one  in  the  new  States  sends  nere  to  demand 
the  reclsion  of  the  order.  That  demand  comes 
from  Philad^hia,  where  there  are  no  pnbllc 
lands ;  from  Kentucky,  where  there  are  none ; 
from  Ohio,  where  there  are  next  to  none ;  and 
from  members  on  this  floor,  who  are  backed  by 
no  memorials  from  home.  The  letter  from  the 
clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Bjilamazoo  covers  the 
whole  gronnd,  and  proves  the  wisdom,  the 
beneficence,  and  the  necessity  of  that  order. 
The  diminntion  of  the  sales  after  the  issning  of 
the  order  is  a  farther  proof  to  the  same  effect. 
Before  the  sales,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  months 
d  Uay  and  Jane,  two  montha  in  which  the 
amount  of  sales  snonid  have  been  least,  they 
omonnted  to  the  smn  of  six  nuUions  and  a 

a outer ;  the  months  of  October  and  November, 
[ie  two  months  in  which  the  sales  shonld  have 
been  greatest,  the  amonnt  was  three  millions 
one  hnndred  thonsand.  The  month  of  Decem- 
ber, thoogh  the  returns  are  not  complete,  shows 
a  still  farther  decline ;  and  if  gentlemen  had 
patience  to  wait  for  the  returns  of  Jannary, 
the  first  month  in  which  the  order  had  foil 
eflTect,  they  would,  no  donbt,  find  it  bringing 
-down  the  sales  to  a  moderate  amount,  and 
effecting  a  diminntion  of  income,  from  that 
source  of  revenue,  to  as  nnall  a  degree  as  coold 
be  desired,  and  in  a  manner  the  most  simple, 
the  most  r^;nlar,  the  most  effectual,  and  the 
most  satisfiactory,  that  can  be  devised  by  the 
wit  of  man. 

Every  good  consequence  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent had  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the 
order ;  and  the  evidence  of  this  was  too  public 
and  notorious  to  require  illustration,  or  to  admit 
of  enumeratioa  But  there  was  one  point  of 
his  statement  which  was  an  exception  to  this 
remark,  and  on  which  it  would  be  profitable  to 
go  into  some  detail ;  for  it  concerned  not  only 
the  landS}  1$at  the  fax  more  important  snlflect  of 
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the  currency  itself;  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  President's  Message  in  which  he  stated  that 
this  order  had  checked  t^e  career  of  the  West- 
em  banks,  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen 
themselves  against  the  revulsions  consequent 
upon  every  expaosian  ot  tlie  bonk  issnes.  Thii 
was  true  to  a  dwree  of  which  no  ofte  had  a 
conception  bat  tnose  who  had  aooe«  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  the  bank^ 
and  who  availed  themsdves  of  that  ri^t  of 
access  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  these 
banks,  and  to  compare  that  oondiljon  with  tiie 
approved  principles  of  what  is  oonaidered  safe 
ana  sound  banking. 

Mr.  B.  said  th^  among  those  things  which 
were  considered  as  settied.  in  the  science  and 
mystery  of  banking,  there  .was  one  principle 
which  required  the  inunediate  means  of  the 
bank  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  its  imme- 
diate liabilitiee;  below  wluch  proporticn  it 
was  not  safe  for  the  bank  to  oiescMid.  Tbe 
immediate  means  of  the  bank  are  its  qiede  tm. 
hand ;  its  UabiUt^  are  tbe  circulation  and  the 
deposits;  and  the  proportion  whidi  these 
ought  to  bear  to  each  other  has  been  fixed,  at 
the  Bank  of  England,  «fter  an  experience  of 
one  hnndred  and  forty  years,  at  the  one-third. 
Mr.  B.  deemed  the  verification  of  this  principle 
so  material  that  it  deserved  to  be  proved  as 
well  as  stated.  He  would  therefore  produce 
the  sworn  testimony  on  this  point  taken  before 
Lord  Althorp's  committee  in  1882,  and  should 
confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  governor 
of  the  bank  and  one  of  its  directors.  The 
testimony  of  Mr.  Hursley  Palmer,  the  governor 
of  the  bank,  is  this:  "  The  average  propcnlios, 
aa  already  observed,  of  coin  and  onUion  whidi 
the  bttnk  thinks  it  pmdeut  to  keep  on  hand,  is 
at  the  rate  of  a  third  of  the  total  amount  of  all 
her  liabilities,  Indnding  deposits  as  well  as 
issnes."  Mr.  George  Ward  Norman,  a  director 
of  ^e  bank,  states  the  same  thing  in  a  diffinwt 
form  of  words.  He  says:  "For  a  full  state 
erf  the  circulation  and  the  deposits,  say  twenty- 
one  millions  of  notes  and  six  millions  of  de- 
posits, making  in  the  whole  twenty-seven  mil- 
lions of  liabilities,  tbe  proper  sum  in  coin  and 
bullion  for  the  bank  to  retmn  is  nine  millions." 
Thna,  the  average  proportion  of  one-third  be- 
tween the  specie  on  hand  and  the  circnlatioa 
and  deponts,  must  be  considered  aa  an  estab- 
lished principle  at  that  bank,  whicb  is  qmte 
the  lai^est,  and  amongst  the  oldest  In  the 
world.  It  might  be  weU  also  to  remark  thacfe 
the  same  proporticm,  very  neatly,  previdled  in 
the  Bank  <»F  the  TJmted  States  at  the  time  <^ 
the  removal  of  the  deposits  in  October,  1883; 
it  was,  of  speoie  on  bmd,  (10,668.441 ;  of  cir- 
culation and  depoeits,  $87,100,465 ;  being  at 
the  rate  of  between  one-tiiird  and  one-fonrth 
of  speoie  in  hand  for  immediate  liabilities.  The 
proportion  of  about  one-third  being  then  estab- 
lished as  the  principle  of  safety  in  banking,  let 
us  apply  that  prinomle  to  some  of  our  Western 
d^Mit  banks  in  July  last,  to  aee  what  was 
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their  condition  at  that  time ;  sod  in  Kovember, 
to  Bee  whether  that  ocmdition  was  improved, 
•8  stated  hy  the  Pre^dent. 

[Hm  tba  stitements  were  prodnoed.] 

Hr.  B.  nid  rach  vaa  the  ocmdildon  of  some 
of  the  Western  depodt  banks  in  Joly  last,  and 
such  tbeir  oonffitum  In  Horember;  verj  far 
below  the  Bank  of  England  standwrd  at  both 
perioda,  bnt  groatly  improved  bj  the  operation 
ct  the  Boede  order,  and  doabUess  mnch  more 
improTed  bj  its  oontinaed  operati<m  to  this 
time.  There  were  many  others  of  these  banks 
also  falling  far  below  the  Bank  of  England 
standard  in  July  and  Kovember,  and  still  ^ow 
iL  Mr.  B.  was  ready  to  admit,  what  every 
bodaess  man  must  understand,  that  all  these 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of 
exchange,  &lUng  dne  from  day  to  day,  and 
amonnnng  in  the  aggr^te  to  more  than  all 
their  liabilities  ^  bnthe  most  be  permitted  to 
remark,  that  the  Bank  of  England  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole 
of  ibeee  debtors  are  in  the  <Atj  of  London, 
witfata  thirty  mmntea'  ran  of  tiie  bank ;  that 
she  is  sitaated  in  the  moneyed  metropolis  <^ 
the  nuiverse;  that  she  is  supported  by  the 
richest  uid  most  nmnerons  body  merchants 
npon  the  etulb,  and  backed  by  the  whole  power 
of  the  British  Qovemment,  which  stands  her 
secnrity  for  seventy  millions  of  dollars,  and 
leads  her  exchequer  bills  to  the  amount  of 
minionSj  and  increases  their  interest  to  facili- 
tate thetr  sale  when  necessary ;  and  that,  with 
all  these  resoaroes,  such  aa  no  bank  in  onr 
America  can  pretend  to,  she  yet  deems  it  neces- 
S117  to  have  always  on  hand,  in  coin  and  bnl- 
lion,  the  one-third  irf  the  amomit  of  her  eironla- 
tun  and  deposits.  What,  then,  must  be  Uioa^t 
of  flie  condition  of  some  of  the  bttiks  referred 
to^  and  others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in 
Jnly  last?  Instead  of  one-third  specie  in  hand 
to  meet  their  immediate  liabilities,  the  actual 
proportion  in  hand  was  the  one-twentieth,  the 
oQo-thirtictb,  the  one-fortieth,  and  tie  one- 
fiftieth  !  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  beyon*^  all  human 
doubt,  that  if  the  Treasury  order  bad  not  been 
issaed,  that  the  Western  deposit  banks  would 
have  exploded  in  the  coarse  of  the  last  foil, 
and  that  ve  should  now  have  been  sitting  here 
■midst  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system.  That 
order  prevented  this  catastrophe ;  and  it  is 
ptvmsdy  beoanse  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  has 
czeitad  the  nge  of  Mr.  Blddle,  and  of  the 
irh<rfe  pditioal  party  imbodied  nnder  the  ori- 
JUmmt  of  the  denationalized  national  buik. 
It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reasoen^on  to 

rrer  through  the  rain  of  the  finances;  and 
their  rage  for  this  disappointment^  they  de- 
noonce  the  President  for  a  violation  of  the  laws 
and  the  craistitution ;  they  charge  him  with 
raining  the  00  on  try ;  they  attempt  a  new  panic 
snd  pressure ;  and  thc^y  call  xxgcfn  CkmgreBS  to 
•  repeal  the  order. 

pbte  Mr.  Benton  nad  a  bn^  letter  of  Tb. 


m 
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Biddle,  ]u  fiiTOT  of  the  local  banks  and  ag*inat  the 
specie  cirenlar,  and  showing  that  he  chalked  out 
the  plan  for  this  attack  upcm.  that  drcular,  and  In 
favor  of  imposing  paper  money  upon  the  federal 
treasury,  just  as  he  had  dialked  oat  aU  the  measares 
for  the  panic  sesoon.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments 
disclosed  in  this  extract  were  of  great  moment, 
and  ought  to  be  carefuUy  considered  by  all 
whose  duty  it  is,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  legislate, 
or  to  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the  currency. 
The  design  is  here  disclosed  to  stir  up  the  local 
ban^  against  the  Federal  Glovernment,  to  make 
alliance  with  them,  and  to  force  the  Govern- 
ment to  reoave  their  paper  in  payment  of  all 
federal  does.  This  is  the  denan  disclosed; 
and  with  what  motive?  .  Oertaii^  to  ruin  the 
finances  of  the  Federal  Government  I  Certunly 
to  compel  the  administrations  of  General  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Yan  Buren  to  rnwat  the  fittal  error 
of  Mr/  Madison's  administraaon,  that  of  under- 
taking to  make  a  national  currency  out  of  local  « 
hank  notes.  Warned  by  that  fatal  error  of 
those  who  put  down  the  first  national  bank, 
those  who  put  down  the  second  one  determined 
to  avoid  it,  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-establish 
for  the  Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the 
constitution.  When  this  de^zn  was  announced, 
onr  opponents  treated  it  with  derision.  They 
said  it  could  not  be  done ;  that  a  gold  and  silver 
currency  could  not  be  revived.  They  ridicnled 
the  attempt;  bnt  what  is  the  answer  which 
four  years  have  given  to  their  ridicule  I  It  is 
the  aetaal  revival  of  the  gold  currency,  of 
which  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars  are  now 
in  the  country ;  it  is  in  the  actual  increase  of 
our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  millions, 
as  computed  by  the  Pre»dent  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Umted  States  himself,  when  the  charter  for 
that  institution  was  applied  for  in  1832,  to 
near  eight  millions,  which  it  is  now  known  to 
be.  The  experiment  of  getting  the  gold  and 
silver  into  the  country  has  succeeded ;  ridicule 
has  failed  of  its  office.  The  gold  and  silver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  Uian  enough,  to  moke 
all  the  payments  to  and  from  the  ^deral  Gov- 
ernment. Bidicule  will  no  longer  answer: 
stronger  measures  moat  be  resorted  ti^  and 
le^ii^tion  has  become  indispraisable  tu  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  correnoy.  To 
prevent  the  specie  in  the  country  from  bebig 
used,  is  now  the  design ;  and,  to  accompli^ 
that  purpose,  it  becomes  necesrary  to  force  the 
local  paper  of  tiie  States  m>on  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. The  passage  of  this  bill  is  indispens- 
able to  the  success  01  Mr.  Biddle^s  design,  dis- 
closed in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had 
been  read.  He  wants  the  question  made  be- 
tween a  national  cnrrency  of  United  States 
Bank  notes,  and  a  national  currency  of  local 
bank  notes.  He  knows  that  between  these  two 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  wiU  prevul ;  that 
they  will  conquer,  that  1h€|V  wili  whip,  yeai 
whip  like  a  dog,  your  national  enrrraoy  of  looai 
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bank  notes.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
the  qnestion  made  between  paper  and  gold, 
knowing  tbat  the  country  will  Bostain  i^ld 
against  paper;  and  these  are  the  anestionfl 
whitdt  are  now  to  be  decided  hj  this  bill.  This 
bill  will  make  the  qneation  in  the  form  wished 
by  the  friends  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  will  insure  them  the  trinmph  to  which  they 
look  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  reeXtxBl&aa  of  its  political 
friends  to  power. 

Sir,  I  hove  performed  a  dnty  to  myself,  not 
pleasant,  bat  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  our  legislation  and  in  our  political  his- 
tory. It  is  to  be  a  point  upon  which  the  fiitare 
age  will  be  tbrown  back,  and  from  which  future 
coneeqnencee  will  be  traced.  I  separate  my- 
self fhnn  it ;  I  wash  my  hands  of  it ;  I  oppose 
it,  I  am  one  of  t^ose  who  pftnnised  gold,  not 
paper.  I  promised  the  nurency  of  the  consti- 
tntjoOf  not  the  cnrrenoy  of  corporations.  I  did 
not  join  in  putting  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  put  up  a  wilderness  of  local 
banks.  I  did  not  join  in  putting  down  the 
paper  currency  of  a  national  bank,  to  put  up  a 
national  paper  currency  of  a  thonsuid  local 
bonks,  I  did  not  strike  Osasar,  to  make  An- 
tony master  of  Borne. 

Pr«9«Zm£  and  Vice  President  elect. 

Hr.  Gbukdt  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  and  acting 
on  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  connt  the 
Totea  for  President  and  Vice  President.  This 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Ht,  Geun- 
DT^s  resolution  being  before  the  Senate, 

Ur.  GnuNDT  had  no  objections  to  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  amendment ;  and  he  thought 
that  some  auch  provunon  as  that  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  be  very 
proper.  He  had  seen  in  the  public  papers  a 
statement  charging  that  some  of  the  electors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presidential  election  held 
ofiSces  under  the  General  Government,  and  had 
made  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaiaing 
the  truth  of  the  matter.  The  information  he 
had  been  able  to  collect  related  to  two  cases 
only;  and  as  to  these,  the  report  had  been 
founded  altogether  on  a  mlswprahendon. 

2lr.  C^T  offered  the  fbUowing  amendmmt : 

"And,  ilso,  to  Inqoin  into  tbe  ezpedlenoy  of 
ascertfUnuig  whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the 
recent  election,  contrary  to  the  protdbition  contained 
fai  ibe  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  tbe 
constitution.  And  if  any  such  votes  were  ^ven, 
what  ought  to  be  done  -with  them ;  and  whether  any, 
and  what,  proviidon  onght  to  be  made  for  secnriiu; 
the  fidthmf  obserraooe,  in  fitttue,  of  tiiat  Bectkm-of 
the  constitQlion.'' 

Mr.  Hdbbaed  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be 
instituted,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard 
ag^nst  the  occurrence  of  such  a  violation  of 
the  constitution  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
referred  to.  As  it  had  been  stated  that  two  of 
the  electors  in  his  State  (New  Hampabdre)  held 
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offices  under  the  General  Government,  and 
were  consequently  ineligible,  be  was  happy  to 
state  to  the  Senate  th^  there  was  no  foondaUoB 
whatever  for  the  report. 

The  amendment  of  Kr.  .CUT  was  adopted, 
and  the  resolution,  thus  amei^ed,  was  agreed  to. 

iSi.  Hdbbabd  moved  that  the  committee  be 
n>pointed  by  the  CQudr;  and  ICesna,  Qsamx, 
Out,  and  Wmanx,  were  selected. 


Satubdat,  January  88. 

JRetirement  of  the  VUe  Pretident. 

The  YioB  Pbbbidknt,  after  the  reading  the 
journal,  addressed  the  Senate  as  fitdlowa: 

Senators :  The  period  is  at  band  which  is  to  ter^ 
minate  the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between 
ns,  and  I  leave,  probahly  never  to  letnm  to  it,  a 
body  with  which  I  have  been  long  connected ;  where 
some  renuun  whom  I  found  here  fifteen  yean  ago. 
and  where,  in  the  progress  of  public  daties,  persoml 
associatimis  have  arisen  nevfer  to  be  forgottOL  From 
such  scenes  I  cannot  retire  without  emotion.  Nor 
can  I  give  to  the  Senate  the  nsoal  oi^wrtunity  of 
choodng  another  to  preside  for  a  time  over  tbeSr 
deliberations,  without  referring  to  tiie  manner  in 
wluch  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  a  most  gndU^ 
ing  and  honorable  trust  connected  vltfi.the  office  to 
wmdi  my  country  called  me. 

Entering  upon  it  with  unaffected  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  little  my  studies  had  been  directed  to 
its  peculiar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  by  the 
determination,  then  expressed,  so  to  disdiai^ 
tbe  authority  with  which  I  was  invested,  as  "  best  to 
protect  ttie  rights,  to  respect  the  feelings,  and  to 
guard  the  reputations,  of  all  who  would  be  affected 
by  its  exerdse."  I  was  sore  that,  if  snccessftd  fai 
this,  I  efaoidd  be  pardoned  tat  errors  which  I  oonld 
hardly  expect  to  avoid. 

In  the  interval  that  has  irince  elapsed,  it  has  been 
our  lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  of 
unusual  excitement:  the  intense  Interest  on  abaorb- 
ing  topics,  which  has  pervaded  our  whole  community, 
could  not  be  uofelt  within  these  walla  The  wmrmth 
of  political  parties,  natural  \n  such  times,  the  un- 
guarded ardor  of  sudden  detxrte,  and  the  collisions 
seldom  to  be  separated  from  the  invmluable  privily 
of  free  discussion,  have  not  been  unft«quenuy 
mingled  with  the  more  tranquil  tenor  of  ordinary 
l^dation.  I  cannot  hope  that,  in  emeigendea  like 
these,  I  have  always  been  so  fortunate  as  to  satisfy 
every  one  around  me ;  yet  I  permit  myself  to  think 
that  the  extent  to  whidi  my  decisions  have  been 
aniroTed  by  the  Senate  is  some  e^dence  tbat  my 
eiforts  justiy  to  adnumster  th^  rules  bave  not  been 
vain;  and  I  consdentionsly  cherish  tiie  ooovio- 
tion,  that  on  no  occasion  have  I  departed  from  my 
early  resolution,  or  t>een  regardless  of  what  was  due 
to  the  rights  or  the  feelings  of  the  members  of  tlus 
body. 

Thou^  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  the 
Senate,  I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar 
interest  to  my  long  connection  with  it.  In  every 
atuation  in  my  future  life  I  shall  remember  with  a 

i'ust  pride  the  evidences  of  approbation  and  con- 
dence  which  I  have  here  received ;  and  as  an 
American  dtizen,  devotedly  attached  to  the  inptita- 
titms  of  my  country,  I  must  always  regard  with 
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becmdiig  and  sincere  reaped  a  branch  of  our  Gov- 
ernment invested  with  such  extenaire  powers,  and 
deigned  by  our  forebthers  to  tccomplish  such 
tmporUot  results. 

Indo^^ins  an  ardent  irbb  that  every  toeoeas  ma; 
■nit  70a  in  perfbnniDg  the  exalted  and  bmwrable 
dutiea  of  your  paUk  trust,  and  offering  my  wannest 
{myeta  that  fnapeAty  and  fa^jpiness  may  be  con- 
ataitt  attendants  <ki  ewA  yo%  along  the  Aiture 
pMfas  of  Ufo,  I  reqwotfbUy  bid  yon  fimweO. 

Eketion  of  Prmdent  pro.  tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GBDimT,  the  Senate  pro- 
eeeded  to  ballot  for  a  Preeident  pro  tern. 

The  Dumber  of  votes  oast  was  87 ;  necessary 
to  a  choice  19.  Mr.  Enia  of  Alabama  had  36, 
3Cr.  SoDTHABP  7,  Mr.  Olat  1,  Mr.  Pekhtiss  1, 
lb.  EwDTO  of  Ohio,  1,  Mr.  Buohasah  1. 

llr.  Em&  of  Alabama,  being  thns  doly 
elected  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  was 
ccmdacted  to  the  Ohair  by  Mr.  BxtcsaSt  and 
addreaeed  the  Senate  nearly  as  follows : 

Gentlanen  of  the  Senate :  To  be  again  called  to 
made  over  the  deUbvaUcHisof  this  auguat  assemUy 
iOa  my  heart  with  the  UTcUest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
Wbea  at  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to 
pbce  mein  tUs  eialtedsitnatibn,  I  solemnly  [dedgcd 
nyaelf  to  diadiaiKe  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me, 
withoot  favor  and  without  partiality.  I  felt  oon- 
saowttiatlhaddnwBo;  but  could  any  thing  add  to 
tbegratefld  asnsel  mtertain  of  the  Imhiot  yon  have 
•gain  conferred  on  me,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
raeqaivocal  testiniony  you  have  this  day  borne,  that 
I  had  faithfully  redeemed  that  pledge.  The  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  gentlemen,  is,  from  its  very 
mgaoixation,  the  great  conserrative  body  in  this 
republic.  Here  is  the  strong  citadel  o{  liberty. 
To  tluB  body  the  intelligent  and  the  virtuous, 
throngbont  our  wide^>reaa  country,  look  with  con- 
Bdence  for  an  unwavering  and  unflinctiing  redMance 
to  the  encroachments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  eflerrescence  of  popular  excitement  on  the  other. 
Unawed  and  vnseduced,  it  should  firmly  maintain 
the  GOnstHation  in  its  purity,  and  present  an  im- 
pregnable barrier  against  ever;  attadc  on  that 
aacred  instrument,  come  it  from  what  quarts  it  may. 
'Bmb  danon  of  ftcuon  should  find  no  ahiihng  place  in 
~  tlda  chamber,  bot^very  heart  and  every  bead  should 
be  wholly  occupied  in  advancing  the  general  wdfare, 
and  preaerring,  unimpaired,  the  national  honor.  To 
insure  sacceas,  gentlemen,  in  the  discharee  of  our 
high  duties,  we  must  command  the  conBdenoe  and 
noeive  the  support  of  the  people.  Calm  delibersr 
tioD,  eourtesy  towards  each  other,  order  and  decorum 
in  ddiate,  will  go  far,  very  far,  to  inspire  that  con< 
fidenoe  sod  connuutd  that  support.  It  becomes 
ny  du^,  gentlemeiL  to  banish  (if  practicable)  from 
tUs  ball  aU  peisonal  altercation  ;  to  check,  at  once, 
every  remark  of  a  charmcter  personally  offenuve;  to 
preserve  order,  and  promote  harmony.  These  duties, 
as  far  as  my  powen  wUl  permit,  I  shall  unhesita- 
tingly pecfoim.  I  earnestly  solicit  your  cooperation, 
gentlemen,  in  uding  my  effixts  promptiy  to  put  down 
every  spedes  of  disorder.  For  your  kiDdneaa, 
gfinticmen,  I  tendw  you  my  gratend  admowledg- 
mcnta. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qsumr,  it  was 

Ordend^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  Infomi 


[Skmatk. 

the  FMaident  of  the  United  States  and  the  House  of 
Rqwesentatives  tlut  the  Senate  have  elected  the 
Hon.  William  R.  Kims  their  President  ;>ro 

3V«wury  Circular. 
The  bill  desigoatiag  and  limiting  the  fonda 
which  shall  be  zeo^vable  in  payment  for  the 
pnbUo  revenneswas  token  np,  being  on  its  tbird 
reading.  *• 

Mr.  WAixn  add :  Before  replying  to  the 
indictment  preferred  by  tiie  honorable  Senatw 
fi*om  liQssonii,  (Mr.  Bbston,)  against  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pnluio  I<ands,  it  is  proper  to  recur  to 
the  facta  and  drcmnstances  nnder  which  this 
controvert  orinnated.  At  an  early  period  of 
the  sesdon,  the  Senator  fi^m  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ewraa,) 
introdaoed  a  resolntion  to  rescind  the  Treasory 
order.  This  resolntion  was  very  fully  dis- 
onssed,  and  especially  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  (Mr.  Bbnton,)  bnt  Mr.  W.  had  talwn 
no  part  in  this  discussion. 

[In  the  progress  of  the  debate  upon  the  reso- 
lntion of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  a  substitute 
was  offered,  as  an  amendment,  ter  the  Senator 
from  Virginia,  (Ur.  Bitbb.)  This  sabstitnte 
was  advocated  by  that  Senator,  as  in  consonance 
with  the  President's  reconuneodatioD,  to  render 
the  legislation  of  Congress  in  the  collection  of 
the  federal  revenne  anxiliary  to  the  snppression 
of  all  notes  of  a  smaller  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  and  a  consequent  enlargement 
of  the  oironlation  of  gold  and  silver.  The 
Senator  from  Yii^^inia  had  regarded  the  Treas- 
ury order  as  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  a 

Sresslng  emergency,  and  as  having  in  a  great 
^;ree  performed  its  office.] 
Mr.  W.  had  still  refrained  from  embarking 
in  the  discusdon  upon  this  question.  Sever^ 
Senators,  however,  had  expressed  their  opinion^ 
and  great  diffioolties  appeared  to  be  presented 
against  any  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this 
question,  under  these  circumstancesj  several 
senators,  now  witiiin  the  sound  of  bis  voice^ 
had  proposed  to  him  (Mr.  "W.)  to  refer  both 
resolations  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
To  this  reference,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  at  first 
objected,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  was  engaf^  in  the  laborious 
examination  of  another  question,  aod  that  the 
subject  of  designating  the  funds  receivable  for 
the  public  dues  belonged  more  appropriately 
to  the  Committee  on  Fmance.  Upon  further 
consultation,  however,  with  several  Senators 
friendly  to  the  admiiustration,  Mr.  W.  bad  at 
length  relnctantiy  assented  to  the  propc»ed 
referenoB,  which  was  accordingly  made  by  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  including  uiat  ot  tiie  Sena- 
tor from  IGssouri,  (Mr.  Behton.)  Ko  other 
report  than  that  which  was  made,  so  far  as 
Mr.  W,  was  conoemed,  could  have  been  anti<d- 
pated ;  for  to  every  Senator  with  whom  Mr. 
W.  had  conversed,  he  had  expressed  his  con- 
currence  in  the  provisions,  substantially,  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bives;)  and  at  the  last  session,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bkhtob)  hitrodnoed  a 
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resoltttlon  reqairing  payments  of  the  public 
lands  in  gold  and  surer  only,  tbe  Senate  would 
well  recollect  that  be  (Mr.  W.)  had  then  ex- 
pressed bis  opposition  to  that  resolntion,  and 
so  bad  a  inajonty  of  the  Senators  now  compos- 
ing tbo  Committee  on  Publio  Lands.  When, 
then,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  voted  for  this 
reference,  be  could  not  justly  have  anticipated 
any  other  report  than  that  which  was  made 
the  committee.  Why,  then,  did  the  Senator 
tram  Missouri  vote  for  this  refierenee,  and  then 
denounce  the  committee  for  making  the  only 
report  which  he  could  have  expected,  in  con- 
formity with  their  previously  avowed  opinions  ? 
Mr.  yf,  said  it  became  his  duty,  as  chairman  of 
tbis  committee,  and  as  their  oi^an,  to  report  ft 
bill  contuning  substantially  tbe  provisions  of 
tbe  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Yir^^a. 
Agidn,  the  subject  had  been  dlscnased  in  tbe 
Senate,  but  Mr.  W.  had  not  participated  in  the 
debate ;  and  tbe  bill,  by  a  large  mtuority,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading; 
and  now,  when,  by  the  usual  rules  of  porha- 
mentary  debate,  the  contest  mi(^t  well  be  con- 
sidered as  terminated,  the  BenatcHr  from  Mts- 
Boori,  (Mr.  Bbntoh,)  Wore  the  vote  on  the 
final  passage,  bad  made  a  very  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  measure.  To  all  this  Mr.  W. 
would  make  no  objection;  but  when  that 
Senator,  having  exhansted  the  argument,  or 
having  none  to.  offer,  had  indulged  in  violent 
and  intemperate  denunciation  of  the  Committee 
on  Fublio  Lands,  and  of  tbe  report  made  by 
him  as  their  organ,  Mr.  W.  could  not  withhold 
the  expression  of  his  Burprise  and  astonish- 
ment Mr.  W.  said  it  was  his  good  fortune  to 
Iw  upon  terms  of  the  kindest  personal  inter- 
course with  every  Senator,  and  these  friendly 
relations  shonld  not  be  interrupted  by  aaj 
ag^ssion  upon  his  part.  And  now,  We.  W. 
said,  he  called  npon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear 
witness,  as  be  was  sure  they  all  cheerfhlly 
would,  that  in  this  controversy  he  was  not  the 
ag^essorj  and  that  nothing  hod  been  done  or 
tud  by  hma  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  tbe  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from 
him  in  opinion  upon  any  subject  constituted  an 
offence  in  the  mind  of  that  Senator.  If  each 
were  tbe  views  of  that  gentleman,  if  he  was 
prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  who  would 
not  worship  tbe  same  images  of  gold  and  silver 
which  decorated  the  political  chapel  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  Mr.  W.  was  fearfol  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  woold  do  execntiou 
npon  every  member  of  the  Senate  but  himself, 
and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  glory.  Mr.  W. 
said  he  reonrred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  with  feelings  of  regret,  rather 
than  of  anger  or  excitement;  and  that  be  could 
not  but  hope,  that  when  tbe  Senator  from  Mis- 
fionri  hod  calmly  reflected  upon  this  subject,  he 
would  himself  see  much  to  regret  in  tbe  course 
be  bad  pursued  in  relation  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recall  that  he 
had  uttered  under  feelii^  of  temporaiy  excite- 
ment. Sir,  (siud  Mr.  w.,)  b^  deeply  aolid- 
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toas  to  preserve  unbroken  the  ranks  of  tli« 
democratic  party  in  tliis  body,  participating 
with  tbe  people  in  gratefot  recollection  of  the 
distineuished  services  rendered  by  tbe  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  the  democracy  of  the  Union, 
he  woald  -pass  by  many  of  the  remarks  nutde 
by  that  Senator  on  this  subject 

[Mr.  BsifTON  here  rose  from  his  phair,  and 
demanded,  with  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Waueb 
should  not  pass  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  V.  asked, 
What  one!  Hr.  B.  repliedjln  an  angry  ton& 
Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr.  w.  said  he  wonld 
examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of  perfect 
freedom;  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return 
blow  for  blow ;  and  that,  if  tbe  Senator  from 
Missonri  desired,  as  it  appeared  he  did,  tn 
angry  controversy  wiih  hmi,  in  all  its  oonae- 
quences,  in  and  ont  of  this  House,  be  ooold  be 
gratified.] 

Sir,  (sud  Mr.  W.,)  why  has  the  Senator  from 
Missonri  assailed  the  Committee  on  Pnblio 
Lands,  and  himself^  as  its  bumble  organ?  He 
was  not  the  author  of  this  measure,  so  mudi 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Miesoori,  nor 
had  he  aaii  one  word  npon  the  sntject  The 
measure  originated  with  the  Senator  from  7h> 
ginia,.(Mr.  Birxs.)  He  was  the  author  of  tbe 
measure,  and  had  been,  and  still  was,  its  able, 
zealous,  and  sncoessfol  advocate.  Why,  then, 
had  tbe  Senator  from  MissoDri  assailed  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the 
measnre  to  escape  unpunished  f  Sir,  are  the 
arrows  which  appear  to  be  aimed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  at  the  humble  organ  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  reported  this 
bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  woond  m  another 
quarter?  Is  one  Senator  the  apparent  object 
of  assault,  when  another  ia  designed  as  tbe 
real  victim  t  Sir,  when  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, without  any  provocaticHL  like  a  thunder- 
bolt from  an  unclouded  sky,  Woke  upon  the 
Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  of  wrath  uid  fbiy, 
bursting  npon  his  poor  head  like  a  tn^iMl 
tomad<^  did  he  intend  to  sweep  before  the 
avenging  storm  another  individual  more  ob- 
noxious to  his  censure  ? 

Sir,  C_said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
has  thnce  repeated  the  prayer,  "  God  save  the 
country  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ; " 
but  Mr.  W.  fiiHy  believed  that  if  tbe  prayer 
of  tbe  country  coald  be  beard  within  these 
walls,  it  would  be,  God  save  us  from  tbe  wild, 
vi^onary,  minons,  and  impracticable  schemes  (X 
tbe  Seoator  of  Missouri,  for  exclusive  gold  and 
;  silver  currency ;  and  such  is  not  ffiily  the 
prayer  of  tbe  country,  but  of  the  Senate,  with 
scarcely  a  dissenting  voice.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  could,  by  his  mandate,  in  direct 
oppofdtion  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  tbe 
hanks  of  tiie  States,  and  establish  his  exclurave 
constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  be 
would  bring  upon  tbis  country  scenes  of  min 
and  distress  without  a  i)arallel — an  immediate 
bankraptcy  of  nearly  every  debtor,  and  of 
almost  every  creditor  to  whom  large  amounts 
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irere  due,  a  prodigione  depreciatioa  ia  the  prioe 
of  all  property  and  all  products,  and  an  imme- 
diate cessation  hj  States  and  individiiala  of 
nearly  every  woA  of^raivate  oiterprise  or 

EaUie  impromnent.  The  country  would  be 
irolved  in  one  nnlvenal  bankruptcy,  and  new 
the  grave  of  the  nation's  prospeii^  would 
periu^  repose  the  scattered  fi'agments  of  titoee 
great  and  ^orious  iDstitntions  which  ^re  hap- 
piness to  millions  here,  and  hopes  to  millions 
more  of  disenthralment  from  despotic  power. 
Sir,  in  resistance  to  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States^  in  oppomtion  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  any  similar  instituti^  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  would  find  Mr.  W,  with  him; 
but  he  oonld  not  enlist  as  a  recruit  in  this  new 
crnsade  agunst  the  banks  his  own  and  every 
otiker  State  in  the  Union.  These  institutions, 
vbether  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  eheriuied  and  soatained  by  them,  in 
many  cases  owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
States,  and  dosely  united  with  their  pro^rity ; 
and  what  right  have  we  to  destroy  themt 
What  right  had  he,  a  humble  servant  of  tiie 
people  (a  Ifisnadppl,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any 
other  State,  your  State  legislation  is  wrong — 
yoor  State  institutions,  your  State  banks,  must 
be  annihilated,  and  we  will  l^islate  here  to 
effect  this  ol^eot  Are  we  the  masters  or  ser- 
vants of  the  sovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
to  them  in  language  like  this — that  we 
attempt  to  prostrate  here  those  institn- 
tiona  which  are  enated  and  maintained  by  those 
very  States  wUch  we  reprasoit  (m  this  floor? 
Then  mAj  be  the  (^^ii(nia  enterti&ied  by  some 
Senators  of  their  dnty  to  the  States  they  repre- 
sent, but  they  were  not  his  (Ur.  W.*b)  views  or 
Ub  ofdnions.  He  was  rinceraydenrons  to  co- 
operate with  his  State  in  limiting;  any  dan^rons 
powers  of  the  banks,  in  enlai^mg  the  circula- 
tion of  gold  and  silver,  and  in  suppreesing  the 
Hnall-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoid  that  ezplo- 
aoa  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  exces- 
sive issues  of  bank  paper.  But  a  total  annihi- 
lation of  all  the  banlcs  of  his  own  State,  now 
possesang  a  chartered  capital  of  near  forty 
millions  of  dollars,  would,  Mr.  W.  knew,  pro- 
dttce  almost  universal  bankmpt<^,  and  was  not, 
he  b^ved,  anticipated  by  any  (me  of  his  oon- 
stitoeoits. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that 
this  measore  of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of 
the  oonstitutionf  b7  anthoriang  the  receipt  of 
paper  money  in  revenue  payments.  If  so,  then 
the  constitution  never  has  had  an  existence ; 
for  the  period  cannot  be  designated  when  paper 
money  was  not  so  receivable  by  the  Federal 
Government.  This  species  of  monej^  was  ex- 
.  pressly  made  receivable  for  the  public  dues  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  passed  immediately  after 
the  adopticm  of  the  constitution,  and  which 
remainoa  in  force  until  eighteen  hnndred  and 
deren.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of 
jncd'ce,  from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven 
aatS  ei^teea  hundred  and  rixteen,  when, 
tgtint  by  an  axA  of  Gongreas  tliea  paned,  and 


[Sbuts. 

which  has  just  expired,  it  was  so  authorized  to 
be  received  durins  all  that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  liave  expired,  there  is  that 
which  Is  equivalent  to  a  law  stUl  in  force,  ex- 
press^ authorizing  the  notes  of  thespecie-p^yhig 
banks  (Mf  the  States  to  be  received  in  revenue 
payments.  It  is  the  Joint  resolution  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  edxteen,  adopted  by  both  Houses 
of  Oongresa,  and  approved  by  I^v^dent  Uadi- 
soD.  That  joint  resolution  is  in  these  words : 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be 
h^by  is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  Bwh  meas* 

ores  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  smns  of  money, 
accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States, 
to  bo  collected  and  paid  in  the  l^al  cnrrency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared,  or  In  ootea  of  baidES  wfaidi  are  payaUe  and 
paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day 
of  February  next,  no  audi  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or 
soma  of  money,  accruing  or  t>ecoming  payable  to  the 
United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  otherwise  than  in  thelcgal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
wMch  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  Mid 
1^^  currency  of  the  United  Statee.** 

Oommenting  upon  this  resdntion,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  in  his  q>ee6h  of  December  last, 
declared: 

"This  Is  tiie  law,  continued Hr.  Benton,  and  noth- 
higcanbe  plainer  than  the  ri^t  of  selection  which 
it  ^ves  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.'^ 

"The  WMda  of  tin  law  are  clear;  the  practice 
under  it  has  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the 
date  of  its  passage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty 
years,  and  under  three  Freudents,  all  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Treasury  have  acted  alike.  Eadi  lias  made 
selections,  pemdtthi^  the  notes  of  some  specie-pay- 
ing banks  to  be  received,  and  forliidding  oUiers.** 

Here  this  joint  resolution  is  admitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  be  "  the  law,"  and 
that  the  practice  under  it  has  been  uniform  to 
rec^ve  tiie  notes  <tf  apeole-paying  banks.  I£ 
then,  to  authorize  the  reception  of  the  notes  of 
n>ede>p^ing  banks  in  p^ment  of  tiie  pnUio 
ones  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  constitntion  never  has  had  any 
existence,  except  in  the  golden  visions  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri.  Sir,  what 
more  is  done  by  the  bill  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  now  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  been 
^eady  accomplished  by  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816?  This  1^  as  t^us  engrossed,  is  as 
follows : 

**An  act  designating  and  limiting  the  f^inds  receiv- 
able for  the  revenues  of  the  United  States. 

it  enacted  6y  the  Senate  and  House  of  Sep- 
Tesentative*  of  the  United  States  of  America  » 
Congress  assembled.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  hereby  is,  required  to  adopt  such  meas- 
ures as  he  mi^  dean  necessan  to  eflbot  a  ooUeetUm 
of  the  pnbUe  revenue  of  the  united  Sutes,  idieOgr 
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aHsing  from  dodes,  tuee,  debts,  or  adea  of  luidB,  Id 
the  manner  and  on  the  principlea  herein  provided : 
that  ie,  that  no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  payable  for  lands,  shall  be  collected  or  re- 
ceived otherwise  than  in  the  currency  of  the 
Unit^  Stately  or  in  notes  of  banks  wludi  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand  lo  the  said  l^al  currency 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  following  restrictions 
and  coaditiona  in  regard  to  snch  notes,  to  wit :  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank 
midcb  shall  issue  or  circulate  bUls  or  notes  of  a  leas 
denomination  than  five  dollars  eliaU  be  receired  on 
Account  of  the  puUic  dues ;  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eif^teen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  Issue  or 
drcidate  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
ten  dollars,  shall  be  so  receivable ;  and  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  <Hie  thousand 
^ght  hundred  and  forty-one,  the  like  protiibition 
Btull  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing 
bills  or  notes  (Mf  a  leas  denomination  than  twenty 
doliaR. 

"Bsc.  a.  And  be  ii  further  waeted,  That  no 
notes  shall  be  rectived  by  the  collectors  or  receivers 
of  the  public  money  which  the  banks  in  which  they 
are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the  superrlsion 
and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as  cash; 
J>^»({k^  Tliat  if  anrd^odi  bank  shall  reAise  to 
reedTe  and  pass  to  ttie  credit  of  Ha  United  States, 
as  cadi,  any  notes  reodvable  under  the  proviuons  of 
tills  act,  wlu^  said  bank,  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
bvsinefls,  receives  on  general  deposit,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised  to  witfadiaw  the 
public  deposits  frtHn  sud  bank." 

Now,  the  principal  difference  between  the 
provisions  of  this  bill  and  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816  consists  in  ttie  ezolasion  by  the  bill  of 
notes  of  small  denominatjoDs  firom  revenue 
payments.  Yet  the.  Senator  from  Uissomi 
would  leave  the  resolution  of  181S  in  ftill  force, 
unrepealed,  mimodified,  and  yet  oljjects  to  the 
measure  now  before  us.  "Ae  S^iator  from 
Uissoori  would  have  rem^  in  force  a  resola- 
tion  of  Ocmgress,  by  which  ibe  Secretary  of  the 
TresAnry  may,  at  his  disontion,  receive  for  the 
ptiblio  does  bank  notu,  even  of  one  dollar ; 
and  yet  be  objects  to  a  measnre  by  which  that 
discretion  is  limited  to  the  receipt  of  notes  of 
the  higher  denominations.  By  the  resolution, 
as  it  stands,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
collect  the  whole  public  revenue  in  bank  paper ; 
by  the  bill,  as  proposed,  a  portion  of  the  public 
,  does  must  be  collected  in  gold  and  in  silver ; 
and  yet  the  Senator  from  Missouri  objects,  and 
denounces  the  measure  as  a  repeal  of  the  con- 
stitution, by  anthoriung  the  papoent  of  the 
public  daes  in  bank  paper,  as  if  it  were  not 
authorized  already  hj  the  joint  resolution  of 
1816,  which,  as  r^u<d8  the  customs,  is  un- 
tonohed  even  by  tiie  Treasury  order.  Strange 
inconsistency!  singular  delusion  I  But  has  it 
come  to  this:  that  Congreu  has  surrendered 
an  unlimited  discretion,  as  regards  the  fnnds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  into  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  must  not 
now  interfere?  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Senator  from  Klasouri,  it  is  all  right  that  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  possess  the 
discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejectins 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  <a 
discriminating  between  different  individuals  Md 
different  branches  of  the  public  revenue;  of 
putting  up  and  putting  down  bank  paper  at  his 
pleasure — but  that  for  Congress  to  interpose 
and  define  or  limit  that  discretion  is  a  violatioQ 
of  the  constitution.   That  for  the  Secretory  of 
the  Treasury  to  regulate  the  currency  at  loa 
pleasure,  and  put  up  and  pnt  down  State 
banks  and  th^  paper,  is  all  right;  bat  thatfiv 
Cougress  to  limit  uid  define  his  power  in  tlieas 
respecte,  is  nnconstitotional.    The  Becretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  then,  must  be  above  Goagresa, 
and  above  the  constitution,  possessing  an  omni- 
potent, unchangeable,  Irreversible  power  on 
this  subject.   Is  not  the  Senate  astounded  \>j 
the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  such  doctrinw 
upon  this  floor— doctrines  worthy  of  the  Polig- 
nacs  of  France,  and  of  tiie  Stuarts  of  Englano, 
but  whoUy  incompatible  with  the  genios  of  onr 
institutions,  and  directly  contradictory,  as  shaQ 
be  shown  hereafter,  to  the  opinions  upon  tUi 
subject  of  our  patriotic  President!  Are  the 
American  people  pr^ared  to  sustain  these  doo- 
trines— doctzines  which  are  essentially  umar- 
chicaL  which  take  from  Congress  all  power 
over  this  subject ;  which  deny  their  authority, 
the  authority  of  tLe  representatives  of  tie 
people  and  of  the  States,  and  erect  ibe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  into  a  dictator,  wboee 
mandates  we  may  not  control  or  alter?  6ir, 
if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  m^  thw 
abolish  onr  power  on  this  subject,  and  render  it 
unconstitutional  for  us  to  interifere  with  his 
orders,  why  may  not  every  other  Secretary  <£ 
every  other  Department  olum  similar  pow<T 
and  the  same  exemption  from  our  contndt 
Such  doctrines  are  the  very  essence  of  despo- 
tism, and  now  for  the  first  tmie  have  they  bees 
openly  avowed  upon  (his  fioor  and  in  this 
country.   Tell  me  not,  then,  that  fhe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  receive  or  r^ect  bsak 
paper  at  his  pleasure ;  may  receive  it,  as  be 
now  does,  for  customs,  and  reject  it  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  lands;  and  that  it  is  unooa- 
stitutional  for  Congress  to  re^olatei,  define,  and 
limit,  that  discretion.   Standing  upon  the  broad 
basis  of  tiie  constitution,  he  wonld  resist  sucli 
doctrines ;  for  they  can  only  be  maintained  by 
a  total  overthrow  of  free  government,  and  the 
establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despotic  pover. 

But  the  Senator  frinn  Missouri  teUs  us  that 
he  ohieots  to  the  biU  of  the  committee  as  an 
act  <Mf  Congress,  when  it  should  ham  been  a 
resolntiMi.  Sir,  does  that  Senator  contend  that 
in  direoticaiB  jriven  by  Congress  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  ihe  fbnds 
receivable  for  the  public  dues,  there  is  anjr 
distinction  between  a  it  enacted,  and  a  fttf 
reablved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States! 
The  constitution  prescribes  no  such  form,  and 
recognizes  no  such  distinction.  It  requires  . 
joint  resolutions,  except  for  a^ionmment,  as 
well  as  laws,  to  be  qt^ved  hj  mo  Fnsident; 
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and  wboi  this  is  done,  they  hare  the  same 
obligstory  eneivj  in  HmitiDg  and  direeUi^  the 
aets  of  our  pubUo  agents.   Sir,  when  the  Sena- 
tor from  Hissouri  nrged  this  new  objection,  he 
eeemed  to  hare  foi^tten  his  speech  of  Decem- 
ber last,  in  which,  when  commenting^  upon  the 
yHoit  resolution  of  1816,  be  declared    this  ia 
tiie  law ;    bat  now  tiiat  Senator  would  bam 
OB  bdieve  that  a  jdtnt  resolntion  is  not  eqnWar 
l«t  to  a  law      OongresB.  Bnt  if  thwe  be 
floB  distincUon  between  a  law  fiiid  a  joint  reso- 
Jathai,  in  anpport  of  this  plea  of  abatement, 
vptm  which  the  Senator  from  Missonri  now 
iwea,  ft  shall  be  shown,  before  the  close  of 
tins  addles,  that  the  Senator  from  Hissomi 
ha  himself,  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
proposed  laws,  and  amendments  to  laws,  ex- 
pesslj  anthorizing  the  receipt  of  bank  paper 
m  payment  of  the  pnblio  does ;  sod,  conse- 
qoentlf ,  if  hb  own  argument  be  tme,  has  pro- 
poaed  a  repeal  of  the  constitution.  Before, 
Aowever,  |wocee^ng  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  m  me  ask,  if  the  reception  of  bank 
paper  in  MQrment  of  the  pnblio  dnes  be  a  viola- 
tion ci  the  constitation^  then  hot  only  have 
Ooi^gress^  hot  this  admmistration,  and  every 
one  that  preceded  it,  nniformly  violated  the 
ooostitntion.   Down  to  the  period  of  tbe  Treas- 
nrjr  order  of  Joly  last,  this  administration  has 
constantly  received  bank  ^aper  in  paynwnt  of 
the  federal  revenue,  and  is  still  receiving  it, 
eran  mtder  the  Treasury  order,  in  payment  of 
costomsL   The  argument,  then,  of  the  Senator 
from  Uiaaonri,  is  a  bitter  denmiciation  of  the 
whole  oonrae  of  the  President  on  this  subject 
prooeding  the  Treasury  order,  and  it  ia  also  a 
denoociation  of  the  principles  of  that  order,  so 
fiur  as  it  does  not  exclude  bank  paper  In  pay- 
amt  of  cnstoms.   The  administration  ia  now 
reoeiring  bank  paper  in  payment  of  cnstoms^ 
wbA  no  dbange  oa  itd»  snl^ect  ia  proposed  by 
^  Fftddent ;  and  yet  the  Senator  mm  HIs- 
•omri  tells  tis,  tbat  for  Congress  to  anthome  the 
reception  of  bank  paoer  in  payment  of  the 
pnblio  daes  is  to  repeal  the  constitution.  Here 
is  oomohiuTe  evidence  that  the  Senator  from 
IGaBoori  goes  &r  beyond  the  views  of  the  I^es- 
Idant  a^ran  this  sabject   But  tlie  Senator  from 
Missouri  objects  to  the  proviso  of  the  bill 
introdDced  by  the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands, 
•Qtborizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
withdraw  the  depoMts  from  any  bank  which 
refuses  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
6lat«^  as  cash,  the  notes  of  snob  specie-paying 
bankfl^  receivable  under  this  bill,  as  the  bank 
rMeives  on  general  deposit  Thia  proviso  is  a 
vboSesome  restriction  twm  the  abnse  of  power 
by  ti>e  deposit  banks.  It  will  cortidl,  and  was 
iatended  to  curtail,  tiie  power  of  the  deport 
banks.   It  will  arrest  an  odious  monopoly,  by 
frerenting  the  depodt  banks  from  making 
tlidr  notes  the  only  paper  receivable  for  the 
ptblie  does ;  thus  rendering,  for  all  practical 
Jiorpose^  the  paper  of  these  banks  the  only 
eomncy  of  the  Federal  Qovemment,  to  the 
aniiect  inooovenienoe  of  the  people,  and  the 
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severe  oppression  of  other  State  banks  eqoally 
as  solvent  as  these  instltationB.  It  will  prevent 
an  oligarchy  of  deporit  banks  from  controlling 
the  ourrenoyj  and  exeroiring  a  power  over  the 
prosperity  ot  the  country  quite  as  despotio  as 
that  possessed  by  the  Buik  of  the  United 
States.  If  we  r^ect  this  proviso  we  shall  only 
have  disoithralled  the  American  people  from 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  one  master,  to 
sabstitate  eighty  masters ;  a  combination  ot 
which,  nneontroUed  by  this  proviso,  might  hold 
in  their  power  the  proq»erity  of  this  nation. 
This  same  power  was  oonfided,  in  relation  to 
the  removal  oi  the  deposits,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  regards  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  existence,  as  wdl  as 
the  exercise,  of  this  poww,  by  that  offioer,  was 
deemed,  by  the  Senator  from  lOssouri,  most 
wise  and  salutary.  Yet  the  Senator  from  His* 
Bouri  now  objeots  to  this  power,  and  says  he 
wonld  not  intrust  it  even'  to  the  wministration 
of  the  Present  or  of  his  successor.  Indeed  I 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide 
to  the  SeiBietaiy  oi  the  .Trunury  the  necessary 
power  to  remove  tiie  pabUe  moneys  from  any 
depomt  bank,  thus  abusing  its  antiiori^,  and 
oppreesing  the  people,  in  the  contingency  re- 
ferred to  in  the  proviso;  and  yet  he  would 
permit  the  joint  resolution  ctf  1816  to  r^ain 
unrepealed  and  unmodified,  by  which  the  Secro* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  might,  at  bis  discretion, 
relate  the  whole  currency  of  the  country, 
receive  or  r^ect  bank  paper  at  his  option, 
chan^  and  reohaoge  his  orders  upon  this  sub- 
ject, introduce  or  exdnde  the  currency  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  exercise  over  this  whole  su^ect 
powers  unregulated  and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  stops  at  the  molehill  of 
this  provlsf^  whilst  he  surmounts  the  mountain 
whion  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powers  which  that  Soutor  would 
intrust,  without  any  regulation,  Into  the  bands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasniy. 

Mr.  W.  sud  he  would  now  proceed  to  prove 
that  tiie  Senator  fh)m  Missouri  had  himself 
originally  proposed  something  similar  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  he  now  denounces  as 
a  violation  of  the  constitution ;  and  especially 
that  he  had  directiy  proposed,  by  resolution 
as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues ;  and,  un- 
til veiT  recentiy,  limited  himsdf  to  the  exotu- 
sion  of  noteft  under  twenty  dollars,  as  pn^KMed 
by  the  bill  of  the  committee.  Aud,  first,  Mr. 
W,  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Smate,  under 
date  of  the  9th  April,  1884,  as  follows : 

*'  The  following  motion,  submitted  by  Mr,  Benton, 
iBoonddered: 

"  Hetolved,  Tbat  a  committee  bo  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  joinUy  with  sncb  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reaeataUvc^to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate 
and  to  the  House,  respecttvely,  what  alterations.  If 
any,  are  necessary  to  be  made  ••••••   8.  bi 

tbe  joint  resolution  of  1816,  (for  the  better  ooUectiott 
ef  the  ravenoe,)  80  as  to  exdode  all  bonk  notes  under 
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twenty  dollars  from  Tevcnoe  peymenta  after  ag^ren 
period,  and  to  mike  the  rerenue  system  of  the  Imited 
States  ioBtownental  in  the  gradual  suppression  of  the 
Buudl-oote  circulation,  and  the  introduction  of  gold  and 
nlrer  for  the  common  currency  of  the  countt^.** 

Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Senator 
from  Missonri  then  coneidered  the  joint  resola- 
tion  of  1816  as  reqniring  alterations  by  Con- 
greea,  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under 
twen^  dollars  tnm  revenne  payments  after  a 
pren  period."  Here,  liien,  vas'a  direct  propo- 
sition, by  that  Senator,  to  do  jjrecisely  what  is 
done  by  the  bill  of  the  oommittee,  as  r^ards 
the  exdosion  from  revenue  paymraitB  of  notes 
t>nl7  "  under  twen^  dollars."  W  by,  then,  does 
the  Senator  now  denoonoe  what  was  then  his 
own  prefect  as  a  repeal  of  Uie  oonstitatioD  I 

His  project  then  was,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  ex- 
cilade  dl  bat  gold  and  silver  from  revenne  pay- 
meots,  and  cat  loose  the  Federal  Qovemment 
from  the  paper  system,  bnt  the  very  reverse, 
namdy :  to  aathorize  bank  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  received  in  revenne  pay- 
ments. And  how  received  f  Why,  by  regula- 
tions then  proposed  by  him,  to  be  made  by 
OoDgresB — by  alterations  of  the  Joint  resolution 
of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator  then  also 
proposed  to  make  "  tiie  revenne  ^stem  of  the 
United  States  Instrmuental  in  tbe  gradual  nip- 

groBirion  of  the  small-note  dronlatfon,  and  the 
itrodnctiion  of  gold  and  sUver  for  the  common 
oorrenoy  of  the  country."  The  terms  "  com- 
mon currency,"  as  distinguished  from  exdntive 
onrrency,  are  italicized  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Btaaabae  from  Missouri,  and  the  suppressioa 
offliflned  to  the  small-note  circulation."  This 
aopprenon  of  "  the  small-note  dronlation,"  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars,  was  to  he  effected 
by  the  instnunentality  of  the  revenue  e^stem 
m  the  ITnited  States.  Now,  is  not  all  this 
predsely  what  is  proposed  in  the  bill  of  the 
oommittee?  And  are  not  that  bill  and  this 
resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator  substan- 
tially thesamef  SinoetUs  period,  a  great  revo- 
Iv&oa  appears  to  have  taken  place  in  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  htmorable  Senator,  both  as  regards 
qofistionB  relalang  to  the  earraK^  and  to  con- 
rtttoilonal  law.  Then,  that  Senator  was  satis- 
fied to  Mkconrage  the  circulation  bank  notes 
not  under  twenly  doUars,  and  to  receive  them 
in  revenue  payments.  Now,  nothing  will 
answer  his  purpose  bnt  gold,  and  mlver;  and, 
to  authorize  any  thing  else  to  be  received  in 
revenue  payments  is  denounced  as  a  repeal  of 
the  constitution  I  It  this  doctrine  be  trae,  then 
the  Senator  fr^m  Missonri  stands  upon  the  Sen- 
ate journals  self-convicted  an  attempt  to 
repeal  the  constitution. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  has  embodied 
the  twenty-dollar  principle  as  connected  with 
the  federaJ  revenn^  in  an  act  of  Oongress,  not 
aresolntton. 

Ur.  W.  here  read  from  tbe  joomals  of  the 
Senate,  nnder  date  <tf  the  6th  of  April,  1886, 
MioBam: 
"The  Senate  reramed  tin  consldentlan  of  abOI 
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entitled  '  An  act  making  appropriadona  fivdie|«j<> 
m'ent  of  Ute  revolutionary  and  other  pendonm,*  ke, 
Tbe  following  amendment,  proposed  by  Ht.  Bentos, 
being  under  con^deratton ; 

"Sic. — .  And  be  it ^rthtr enacied,Tlbaimi\ml 
note  of  less  denomination  tfaan  twen^  donua  dsll 
hereafter  be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whals*- 
ever,  in  which  money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  U^ted 
States  or  the  Post  Office  Department ;  nor  riuD  loj 
bank  note  of  any  denominatioa  be  bo  olTeied,  mlm 
the  same  shall  bQ  payable  and  pt^d  on  demud,  in 
gold  or  silver  coin,  at  the  place  where  inned,  nd 
which  sball  not  be  equivalent  to  specie  at  the  placa 
where  olfbred,  and  convertible  into  gold  at  dm 
upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  hoMw,  and  vUmt 
delay  or  loes  to  Urn." 

This  section  was,  on  the  motion  of  the  8«- 
ator  from  Missouri,  imbodicd  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress referred  to,  and  is  now  the  law  of  the 
land,  having  passed  both  Houses  of  Gon^res^ 
and  receiv^  the  sanction  of  the  President. 
This  provision,  it  is  true,  is  confined  to  piqr- 
ments  by  the  United  States.  Bat  if  the  United 
States,  under  this  law,  are  to  pay  ont  bank 
notes  not  under  twenty  dollars,  now  can  thii 
be  d<me  if 'they  are  not  authorized  to  receive 
such  notes  ?  miat  could  Iw  more  contradic- 
tory than  a  bill,  tbe  first  section  of  whieti 
should  authorize  notes  not  under  twenty  dol- 
lars to  be  paid  by  tbe  United  States,  and  the 
second  section  of  which  should  prohibit  the 
United  States  from  receiving  in  payment  any 
thing  but  gold  and  silver?  How  could  the 
United  States,  by  law,  in  all  time  to  come,  pv 
out  tiiat  which  by  law  they  were  debarred  from 
receiving  t  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  thei^ 
has,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Gotot- 
ment  with  the  paper  system.  This  seetioi, 
adopted  on  the  motion  (jt  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  would  come  in  very  properly  aa  o 
additional  clause  in  the  bill  now  before  us ; 
as  an  additional  mroviso  to  tiie  bill,  which  ebdl 
be  quoted  hereafter,  pn^Mned  by  that  Senator, 
to  re-establish  a  currency  of  gold  and  dlw  f« 
tbe  Federal  Government^  It  woold  he  ridtoalow 
and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated,  that  the  Senator  from  IKssonrt 
had  still  further  committed  himself  on  thissnl^ 
ject  He  had  not  only  directiy  countenanced 
uie  payment  of  the  federal  revenue  in  bank 
notes,  but  had  himself  proposed,  at  the  W 
session,  the  creation  by  Oongress,  in  tins  Vn- 
trict  of  new  1>ank8,  antiiorized  to  issue  notes 
not  less  tian  twenty  doUars.  Mr.  W.  here  read 
from  the  journals  of  the  Senate,  onder  4Bte  <a 
the  4th  June,  1886,  as  fbllows : 

"  The  Senate  resamed  tbe  condderafion  (rf*^^ 
to  extend  the  chartera  of  certiun  banks  In  die  Dn- 
tdct  of  Cidiuntna.  ^ 

**  On  Btotiou  ol  lb.  Benton  to  recommit  tbe  m, 
with  instructions  to  report  separate  biUa  for  the 
corporadon  of  new  banks,  with  anall  c^itala,  adtpted 
to  the  capacity  of  the  District  to  sustain  apede  haHa, 
and  strictly  limited  to  the  busineBB  of  tbe  pUoe ;  tbe 
said  incorpwations  to  contain,  am  one  other  laovwom 
tbe  foUowii^  principlea  :  4.  The  banks  toiwoeno 
notes  of  less  dwinwinatton  flum  twenty  doUsM  i  « 
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iQ  notes  of  I«M  denominatioD  tbao  tweoXj  doUara,  by 
odwr  banks,  to  be  prohibited  from  drcoladon  with- 
ia  the  District,  fi.  Ail  the  notet  and  paper  currency 
Iwd  by  said  banks  to  be  paid  In  gold  and  rilver ; 
«a»4Mtf  of  dtber  at  the  (nitloQ  of  the  demuder^  the 
gOer  half  at  tlM  optiM  of  the  buk." 

Xow,  Hr.  "W.  Tonld  aak,  if  Oongreu  conld 
\tj  lav  estaUish  ercn  in  thu  IHstriet  a  certain 
Bnmbar  of  bonks  anthoilzed  to  Issue  notes  of 
t  ontain  denominalioii,  ootdd  it  not  exercise 
the  smaller  power  of  anthoHzing  the  reception 
of  baolc  notes  in  revenne  payments?   But,  Ux, 
W.  Mid,  he  quoted  this  to  show  that  even  at 
tib^       period  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was 
Dot  prepared  to  do  execution  on  all  banks  and 
aQ  iMuk  paper.   There  were  some  curious  mat- 
ten  connected  with  these  propontions  of  the 
Senator  from  Missoari.   His  fifth  proportion 
required  "  all  notes  and  paper  currency  issued 
Hud  banks  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  silver ; 
ooe-half  of  either  at  the  cnption  of  the  de- 
nuuvto^  tbe  other  half  at  lue  option  of  the 
bank ; "  and  this  same  providon  toe  honorable 
Senator  also  proposed  to  «po\f  to  "  the  depict 
bank^"  "  in  consideration  of  being  made  or  con- 
tmned  depositories  of  the  public  mon^s."  8ir, 
the  hon<m^le  Senator  from  Uissouri  would 
hare  the  banks  pay  in  a  currencj  better  than 
that  required  by  the  oonstitotion.  By  that 
instrument,  gold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in 
parment  of  debts,  and  a  bank  noto  is  only  an 
evidence  of  a  debt  due  by  the  bank  to  the  hold- 
er of  tibe  noto;  but  the  honorable  Senator 
wonU  require  the  hanks  to  pay  their  notes  in 
gold  and  Sliver,  one-half  of  each  metaL  When 
a  note  of  a  thousand  dollars  shall  be  presented 
to  a  bank  for  redemption  in  specie,  it  is  hoped 
the  honorable  Senator  will  not  require  those 
€(  kas  peratmal  prowess  than  himself  to  ciarry 
awi^  five  bundled  dollars  in  rilTo*,  when  the 
bank  otherwise  might  pay  tiie  whole  amount 
gold.   Sndi  eqiul  divinon  of  the  predous 
metals,  however  beautiful  in  theory,  would  be 
most  ioetmveniei^  in  pracUce ;  and  if  the  hon- 
(vable  Senator  is  so  equaUr  attached  to  gold 
and  sOver  as  to  be  resolved  on  having  a  pre- 
cisely equal  circulation  of  each,  there  is  one 
way  which,  if  it  were  not  presumptaous,  Mr. 
W.  could  recommend  to  his  serious  conudera- 
ticm.    It  was  this.   That  Senator  took  great 
delight  in  exhibiting  a  new  and  favorite  coin 
of  his,  which  he  called  billon.   Mr.  W.  hoped 
be  jHtmoonoed  the  word  correctly ;  he  was  sure 
tbe  Senator  from  IGssouri  did.   This  coin  was 
eompoaed  partly  of  copper,  and  partly  of  diver, 
dnt^sfa  not  precisely  one-half  of  eaoh;  the 
Soulw  having  soffered  great  iqjnstioe  to  be 
done  to  the  nlver,  by  pmnitting  a  great  pre- 
pondMBDoe  of  copper,  a  very  inferior  metal, 
not  reoogidKed  by  the  omistitution  as  a  tender. 
5o«^  Ifr.  W.  would  suggest,  that  if  the  Sena- 
tor from  IGseonri  woula  have  coined  a  new 
ifcdea  of  bOlon,  composed  of  gold  and  silver, 
pncuely  one-hsJf  of  eaoh  in  value,  would  it 
lot  answer  his  purpose  ?   Mr.  W;  would  not 
warrant  thai  U  womd  answer,  bat  would  only 


suggest  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  as  a  sabstitnte  for  his  proposed 
entire  equalization  of  the  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver,  by  oompelling  the  banks  to  redeem 
their  notes  in  one-hslf  of  eaoh  metal,  especially 
as  these  banks  mighfr  not  find  it  very  conven- 
ient to  comply  with  these  requiritious,  and  as  a 
greater  quantity  i^one  metaTthan  of  the  other 
might  find  its  way,  from  time  to  time,  out  of 
the  country,  and  thus  destroy  this  metallic 
equilibrium  ci  the  htmorable  Senator. 

Thus  far  the  Sraiator  from  Missouri  seemed 
to  have  confined  his  views  to  the  exclusion  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollars  in-  revenue  pay- 
ments. But,  on  the  10th  at  3w»  last,  be 
changed  his  position,  and  introdnoed  into  the 
Senate  the  following  bill : 

"  A  Un  to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constltu- 
tiOD  for  tbe  Federal  Govenunent 

"B«  it  enacted  fry  the  SenaU  and  Hotim  of  Re^ 
rttetUativet  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  tn 
Conffren  amembled,  That  bank  notes  and  paper  cur- 
micy  of  every  deaci^tion  shall  cease  to  Iw  reodved 
or  ofllsred  in  payment,  on  aeoonnt  of  the  United  States, 
or  of  the  Poet  Offioe,  or  in  fees  In  the  oourti  of  tbe 
Utated  States,  as  fi^ows :  of  less  dntoodnatiui  than 
twenty  doUara,  none  after  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1887; 
of  less  denomkiation  than  6Ay  doUws,  none  after  the 
8d  day  of  Uardi,  1888 ;  of  less  denomination  than 
one  hundred  d<dlar8,  none  after  the  8d  day  of  March, 
1839 ;  of  less  denomination  than  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, none  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1840 ;  of  less 
denomination  than  one  thousand  dollars,  none  after 
tiie  ^d  day  of  March,  1641 ;  and  none  of  any  denom- 
ination from  and  after  the  8d  day  of  March,  1842. 

"  Seo.  2.  And  be  it  fktrther  enacted,  That  any 

e:rson  holding  an  app(nntm«ot  under  tbe  laws  of  the 
nited  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneys,  whidi  person  or  bank  BfaaU  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  oontravene,  or  in  any  way  dude,  or  attempt 
to  dode,  the  iwovisioiis  of  tUs  act,  shall  be  gidter 
an  offence  against  tlie  laws;  and  the  person  so  of- 
folding  shall  be  liable  to  be  dlsmiseed  nom  the  ser- 
vice; and  tbe  bank  so  oOboding  shall,  oa  satisfactory 
informaUon,  be  ^sowitinued  as  a  dqMsitocy  of  pubUe 
moneys." 

And  here  Mr.  W.  would  remark  that,  by  this 
bm,  bank  notes  were  permitted  to  l>e  received 
in  revenue  payments  until  the  8d  of  March, 
184S.  If,  then,  the  aigument  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  be  correct,  that  to  authorize,  by 
act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments  be  a  repeal  of  the  constitu- 
tion, this  bill  of  the  hcnorable  Senator  should 
have  been  entitied  a  r^eal  of  the  constitution 
until  the  8d  of  Mareb,  184S.  The  proviriona 

this  bill  were  somewhat  remaikable.  All 
Imnk  notes  under  twenty  dollan  were  immedi- 
ately exduded ;  the  twenty-dollar  notes,  being 
the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution, 
were  executed  in  March,  1887 ;  those  of  fifty 
dollars  in  March,  18S8 ;  those  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  were  reprieved  till  March,  1841 ; 
and  in  March,  1843,  execution  was  done  on  all 
"  bank  notes  and  ^tiget  cnrrency  of  every  de- 
scription," and  *'  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion "  waa  re-established.   How,  bow  was  thia 


Digitized  by 


.Google 


180 


ABBIDOKBm  OF  IHB 


TrMumjf  Circular — Ftmdt  recewable  Jbr  Public  Due*. 


[Jaitoabt,  1B87. 


prodigioos  revolation  to  be  efFeot«d !  "Why,  bj 
aismissing  from  office  anj  officer  of  the  6ot- 
emment  who  Bhoold  receive  or  offer  in  payment 
mj  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  by  wbiofa  all 
vere  to  be  excladed  bat  converts  to  the  metal- 
Ho  corrency  of  the  honorable  Senator ;  and  by 
dieeontinniag,  as  a  depoeitorj  of  the  public 
mraieya,  any  bank  urnioh  shonld  oonunit  a 
rimilar  offence.  Now,  does  any  Senator  be- 
lieve that  any  bank  would  accept  the  depodts 
on  eaxAi  terms  ?  That  it  must  pay  out  the  pub- 
lic tncmeys  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
transfer  the  preeious  metals  from  place  to  place, 
thousands  of  miles,  at  the  will  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  B^olleot  that  not  only  "  bank  notes," 
bat  also  '*  paper  currency  of  every  description," 
is  ezduded  by  this  bill;  and,  consequently, 
bank  drafts  would  be  as  effectually  refused  by 
this  bill  aa  bank  notes.  Indeed,  the  authority 
to  receive  "  funds,"  Eastern  or  Western,  from 
any  haak^  c<Histitutes  one  of  the  Senator's  ob- 
jecUons  to  the  bill  of  the  committee.  Let  us 
soppose,  then,  that  the  GoTemment  has  two 
miinoiu  in  rilTer  at  Katohe^  which  it  desires 
at  four  different  points,  each  one  thousand  miles 
distant  Will  it  transport  these  wagon  loads 
of  silver  from  point  to  point,  where  the  money 
is  wanted  by  the  Government  f  for,  recollect 
the  Government  must  have  the  hard  money,  for 
it  is  to  pay  out  as  well  as  receive  nothing  but 
this.  Is  this  practicable,  or  is  there  a  bank  in 
the  Union  that  woald  accept  the  deposits  on 
such  terms  as  these  ?  The  banks  are  to  be 
continued  by  this  bill  as  depositories  of  the 
public  moneys,  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  yet  we  are  to  reject  tbe  paper  of 
oar  own  agents.  The  amount  of  the  public 
rvmiw  of  last  year  was  forty-seven  milliou 
of  ddlan.  How,  all  tiiis  we  are  to  intnut  to 
the  custody  of  the  banks;  we  are  to  trust  them 
to  the  amount  forty-seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  to  refbse  to  receive  any  portion  of 
their  paper,  in  other  words,  trust  them  for  forty- 
seven  million?  of  dollars,  and  refhse  them  cre^t 
even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.  We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  the  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and 
then  set  about  the  work  of  their  destraotion. 
Sir,  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  insure  the 
abandonment  of  the  depomt  bank  system ;  and, 
as  fiscal  agents  we  must  have,  it  would  insure 
the  re-estiwlisbment  of  a  Baii^  of  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  oppressive  powers.  And 
here  let  me  ask,  can  anj  thing  be  more  incon- 
sistent,  as  well  as  iminraoticable,  than  to  employ 
the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents,  as  dqraratories 
of  the  pablio  moneys,  and  yet  r^ect  thdr  pa- 

Ser?  If  it  be  unooDstitQtional  to  receive  one 
ollar  of  the  public  does  in  the  paper  of  any 
bank,  is  it  not  equally  nnconstitotional  to  make 
these  unoonstitational  banks,  issning  this  un- 
eonstitntional  currency,  our  fiscal  agents  for  tbe 
whole  amount  of  our  revenue,  by  bank  credits } 
Under  our  deposit  bill,  when  we  confide  money 
to  a  deposit  bank,  have  we  not  previously  taken 
its  hoira  to  repay  t  And  if  we  take  its  Ixmd, 
whj  not  its  pi^erf        to  caiij  oat  the  gen- 


tleman's doctrine,  he  should  discard  the  depodt 
banks  as  fiscal  agents,  and  employ  hundreas  a[ 
separate  individual  agents,  constantly  travers- 
ing the  country  in  all  directions,  with  moles  or 
wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  diver.  Sndi  a 
system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  re- 
quire an  army  of  agents  greats  than  our  wbde 
standing  army,  to  receive,  transfer,  and  ^■ 
burse,  the  ftar^-seven  millions  of  g(ud  and  di- 
ver, the  amount  of  this  year's  federal  revemMi 
Sttoi  a  system  would  enlarge  the  psfartmige 
and  power  of  tbe  General  Govemmmt  to  an 
almost  unlimited  extent,  and,  if  soocenfo], 
paralyze  the  State  Governments,  by  the  d^ 
struction  of  State  banks,  State  credit,  and  State 
institntiona.   But  the  whole  systm  is  mym- 
ticable,  and  It  is  time  that  the  coontry  should 
know  that  sncb  is  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  whole 
Senate,  with  the  single  exception  of  tbe  Sena- 
tor fit>m  Missouri  hmiself.   Sir,  that  Senator 
m^y  rally  three  or  four  votes  agiunst  tite  MB 
of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  olnectiou 
to  the  details  of  the  meaaore,  and  not  oeoadae 
they  adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Senator  ttm 
Hiwouri  on  this  snttject   If  the  constitatiiRi  ii 
repealed  bj  the  reception  of  bank  notes  in 
revenue  payments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  never  come  to  the  rescne  till  the  10th 
of  June,  1686 ;  and  why  did  he  then  permit 
the  session  to  pass  by  without  any  vote  upon 
the  measure ;  and  why  has  he  not  reintrodoced 
it  at  this  session !   The  fact  is,  and  the  coontrr 
should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from  Uiffioori 
can  get  no  vote  for  this  bill  of  his,  except  his 
own.  Now,  at  this  moment,  he  may  bnog  it 
forward,  or  at  any  period  of  tbe  sesdoo;  n 
are  anxious  he  should  do  so:  and  all  we  mil 
a  vote  10^  ajyes  and  noes,  to  uiow  the  Ameriou 
people  that  the  Senator  from  Missonri  stanb 
alone  on  this  sal^eot.  Now,  the  measure  of 
the  Senator  from  Uissouri  is  not  <Hily  imprw 
ticable,  but  defeats  the  great  object  of  sup- 
presdng  the  small-note  currency,  and  enlargini 
the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.   The  Fedenl 
Government,  aidol  by  its  revenue,  by  the  de- 
pocdt(Hie8  of  its  money,  and  by  State  legi^tion, 
might  gradually  suppress  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  and  gold  and  silver  wodd  then 
necessarily  fill  the  vacuum,  and  constitate  the 
common  currency  of  the  country  in  the  ordinary 
transactions  between  the  dealer  and  consomer. 
This  would  disarm  the  State  banks  of  near^ 
all  power  to  do  evil,  arrest  ezoessive  inaea  of 
bank  paper,  substitnte  gold  and  rilver  for  m 
tiiat  great  porti<HL  of  the  eircolation  of  banu 
which  oonasts  of  notes  under  twenty  dollars, 
render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and  sol- 
vent, our  currency  stable,  and  put  im  end  to 
all  apprehension  of  that  explonon  of  the  paper 
system  with  which  many  believe  we  are  now 
threatened.   This  was  a  practical  reform  of  the 
currency,  and  one  which,  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was 
deeply  solicitous  to  see  effected ;  but  it  can 
only  be  effected  by  the  co-operation  with  Con- 
gress of  the  State  Lefpslatnrea.   The  refwrn, 
too,  must  be  by  gradual  and  anooearive  steps. 
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Herefore,  the  bill  onlj  propoaed  the  refiual  a£ 
tiie  five^ollar  notes  after  tne  80th  December, 
1889,  and  the  refusal  of  the  ten-dollar  notes 
after  the  80th  December,  1841,  periods  when 
Congress  will  be  In  session ;  and  if  the  States 
tDI  not  thai  co-operate  with  na  in  this  reform, 
ve  nmsl^  ss  the  mnreseDtatiTes  fHTUieir  vishea, 
Kpeal  or  modify  tue  meuore. 

But  wHl  the  measure  of  the  Senator  from 
Kasonrl  effect  any  useful  inirposet  U  holds 
OQt  to  the  State  banks  no  mduoements  to  sop- 
preae  their  small-note  currency.   It  is  a  decla- 
ration of  war  by  this  Govemment  ajttinst  the 
peoi4e  of  &e  States '  and  the  banks  of  the 
States.   It  demands  that,  out  of  a  gold  and 
aQver  enireney  in  circulation,  of  twenty-dght 
milUons,  (as  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,)  we  should  pay  in  this  currency  a 
reveoue  of  forty-seven  miluons,  according  to  the 
reoeiptB  of  this  year.   It  demands,  then,  an 
fanposulnli^,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State 
huika  is  eraited  by  draining  them  of  their 
^ede.  It  dwiumds  that  this  gold  and  silver 
De^  at  all  the  rarioiu  points     otdlection  or 
P^menf^  at  all  tfanes,  in  saflHent  qnantllies  to 
maka  these  revenue  payments  ana  disbnrse- 
ments  also.  It  would  withdraw  gold  and  «lrer 
from  general  drcolation,  and  ocmfine  its  use 
almost  wholly  to  revenae  payments  and  dis- 
bursements. It  18^  finally,  an  effort,  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  to  render  all  the 
notes  of  all  the  State  banks  nncnrrent  within 
the  Emits  of  the  States,  and  is  eqoivalent  to  a 
demand  made  by  Congress  upon  the  State  banks 
to  surrender  their  charters,  or  upon  the  State 
Legislatures  to  repeal  them;  and  Mr.  W.  said 
he  had  new  bem  authorized  by  the  State  of 
IGssisd]^  to  dnnand,  in  their  name,  a  repeal 
or  orwthrow  of  any  ox  their  State  instttuUons. 
To  Ae  extent  that  he  was  now  willing  to  go, 
If r.  W.  mid  be  had  distinctly  expressed  hhn- 
self  in  an  address  preceding  his  election:  in 
IkTor  of  the  abandonment  of  the  small-note 
tmnaief,  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes  "  for 
Urger  amounts    *'  of  the  solvent  State  banks," 
for  '*  all  dues  to  the  Kalaonal  Government ; "  in 
ftvor  of  the  eoIaif;ement  of  the  drcnlation  of 
gold  and  silver,  and  a^dnet  "an  exolnnvdy 
metallic  currency."   Mr.  W.  sdd,  having  been 
dected  wiUi  the  open  avowal  of  these  do^rines, 
bo  hoped  he  stood  not  only  upon  the  ba^  of 
his  own  previously  expressed  views,  but  also 

rn  those  of  his  oonstituents.  in  snpporting 
preaoit  biD,  and  <q^>odng  vat  oi  the  6«i- 
itw  tma  Missoarl. 

Where  is  the  distinction,  in  prindple,  as  re- 
gards the  reception  of  hank  paper  on  public 
aeoraut,  between  the  two  provirions?  And 
Uie  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  thus  denouncing 
the  bill  of  the  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitution,  denounces  directly  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than 
•  State  Legislatore.  can  make  any  thing  bat 
gM  or  rihrer  m  tender  in  payment  of  deota  by 
ooecitlnatoanotiHr;  but  that  Goi^reee^  <n:  a 
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State  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may  waive 
their  constitutional  rights,  and  receive  bank 
paper  or  drafts,  in  payment  of  any  debt,  is  a 
principle  of  nutversal  adoption  in  theory  and 
practice,  and  never  doubted  by  any  one  until 
at  the  present  sesnon  by  the  Soiator  from 
Mlffioori.  The  diB(inoti(»i  oi  the  Senatw  in 
this  Teq>eot  was  as  inOMnprehendUe  to  him 
(Mr.  W.)  as  be  believed  it  was  to  every  Senator, 
and,  indeed,  was  discernible  <«ily  by  ute  magni- 
fying powers  of  a  solar  microscope.  It  was  a 
point-no-point,  which,  like  the  logaritbmio 
spiral,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperbouc  curvft 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching ; 
an  Infinitesmal,  the  ghost  of  an  idea,  not  only 
without  length,  breadtii,  thickness,  abape, 
weight,  or  dimensions,  but  without  position— 
a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted  before 
the  bewildered  vision  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
when  traverdng,  in  his  fitful  somnambulism, 
that  tesselated  pavement  of  gold,  silver,  and 
billon,  which  that  Boiator  deUghted  to  occupy. 
Sir,  the  Senator  ftom  SGasoori  might  have 
heaped  mountedn-hi|^  his  idles  of  metal ;  he 
mi^t  have  swept,  In  his  Qnixotio  flight,  over 
the  banks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  sword 
their  oflSoers,  stockholders,  directory,  and  lej^s- 
lative  bodies  by  which  they  were  chartered ; 
he  might,  in  his  reveries,  have  demolished  thdr 
charters,  and  consumed  their  p^r  by  the  fire 
of  his  eloqnence;  he  might  nave  transacted, 
in  fanoy^  with  a  metallio  currency  of  twenty- 
eight  miUiona  in  drcnlation,  an  actual  annual 
business  of  fifteen  hundred  miUioDs,  and  Mr. 
W.  would  not  have  disturbed  his  beatific  visions, 
nor  would  any  other  Senatoi^for  they  were 
visions  only,  that  could  never  be  realized — ^bnt 
when,  descending  from  his  etliereal  fl^ta,  he 
seized  upon  the  Oonunittee  on  Public  Lands  as 
oriminala,  arraigned  them  as  violators  of  the 
constitution,  ana  prayed  Heaven  for  deliveranoe 
from  them,  Mr.  W.  could  be  silent  no  longer. 
Yes,  even  then  he  would  have  passed  lightly 
over  the  ashes  of  the  theories  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  he  dedred  to  make  assaulta 
upon  any,  it  would  be  upon  the  living,  and  not 
the  dea4 ;  but  that  Senator,  in  the  opening  of 
his  (Mr.  W.'s)  address,  had  rejected  the  olive 
branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of 
mutual  friends,  agunst  hb  own  JudgmenthJie 
had  extended  to  uie  honorable  Senator.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  had  thus,  in  substance, 
declared  his  "  voice  was  still  for  war."  Be  it 
so ;  but  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  all  recollect 
that  he  (Mr.  vL)  was  not  the  a^^ressor ;  and 
that,  whilst  he  trusted  he  never  would  wanton- 
ly assail  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Sen- 
ator, he  thanked  God  that  he  was  not  so  algect 
or  degraded  as  to  submit,  with  impunity,  to 
unprovoked  attacks  or  unfounded  accusations 
from  any  quarter.  Could  he  thus  submit,  he 
would  be  unfit  to  represent  the  noble,  ^nerons, 
and  gallant  people,  whose  rights  and  interests 
it  was  his  pnde  and  glory  to  endeavor  to  pro- 
tect, whose  honor  and  character  were  dearer 


Tnemay  CiraJar — J>\mdt  netkathflr  PMie  Dm$. 


Digitized  by  Google 


182 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


61BUTB.] 

to  him  than  life  itself  and  shonld  never  be 
tarnished  hj  mj  act  of  his,  as  one  of  their 
humble  representatirea  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  R1TK8  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Wal- 
KEB  for  his  able  and  sads&ctory  defence  of  the 
bill.  He  shonld  not  be  able  to  add  mnch  to 
what  had  been  sidd  1^  the  honorable  Senator, 
tmt  was  dedrODS  of  addhig  his  mite  In  reply  to 
so  much  of  what  had  so  zealoaslj  been  urs&i 
hy  the  Senator  from  inssonii,  (Mr.  BentonJ  as 
had  not  been  tonched  npon  bj  the  chairman  of 
the  Land  Committee;  and,  as  he  nnderstood 
there  were  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
question  who  were  desiroos  of  being  heard,  he 
snggested  the  propriety  of  deferring  further 
debate  on  the  bul  to  Monday.  This  was,  after 
some  conTcrsation,  agreed  to. 

nmUttto  a$  VieePmidmtt 

Mr.  Bmnrar  Introdnoed  tibe  flowing  reso- 

Intion : 

Jietohed,  That  the  Bemte  cordiaUy  reciprocate  the 
snitiineiits  of  DMsonal  kindness  expressed  by  Hakiim 
Tu  BiruK,  1^  President  of  the  United  States, 
towards  the  members  of  this  body,  npon  tildng  leaTe 
<tf  them;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be 
presented  to  him,  in  testimony  of  the  Impartiality, 
digni^,  and  ability,  mth  irUch  be  baa  presidea 
over  thdr  deliberations,  and  of  their  entire  approtn- 
tion  of  his  conduct  in  the  lUscharge  of  the  arduous 
and  important  duties  assigned  him  as  Prerident  erf" 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  sn^iested  the  propriety  of  taking  ap 
the  resolation  and  acting  npon  it  at  this  time. 

The  Chaib  stating  that  this  conid  only  be 
done  by  mienimons  consent, 

Mr.  Oalhovh  objected. 

Mr.  Bdohakas  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
rescdation  would  be  acted  on  at  onoe. 

Ui.  Oalhohit  inquired  whether  it  was  usnal 
to  pass  a  TOte  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BsHTON  quoted  several  precedents  to 
show  that  it  was ;  whereupon, 

Mr.  OikLHOUH,  observing  that  it  was  a  mere 
formslity,  withdrew  his  objection;  and  the 
question  being  pat,  the  resofnlion  was  agreed 
tOf  Mm,  con. 


HoKDAT,  January  80. 
Anuriean  CoJontMotion  Society. 

Hj.  Olat  moved  to  take  up  the  memorial 
from  the  Colonization  Society,  presented  by 
him  on  Friday  last,  expressing  the  hope  that 
there  would  be  no  Airther  debate  upon  it,  and 
calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question 
ci  taking  np ;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  wu  dedded  in  tiie  n^pitive : 

Teas.— Keasrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Kent,  Knight,  Monis,  NQes,  Prentln,  Bobbins, 
Robinson,  Southard,  Swifl,  ToUmadge,  Tomlinson, 
WaU— 18. 

Nats. — Vessrs.  Black,  Brown,  Bacdianan,  Cal- 
faoan,  Cntfabert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Orundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  <^  GwrgU,  lion,  Lym, 
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Hoote,  Nicholas,  Korvell,  Page,  FtastOD,  Rlve^ 
Buggies,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 

Treatury  Oireuhr, 

The  UU  to  derijpate  and  Knot  Uie  ftoida 
which  shall  be  receivable  for  the  pnbUo  rev- 
enne  was  taken  np  as  the  special  order,  and 

Mr.  Rnm  addressed  the  House  at  length  in 
its  support,  and  in  rq>ly  to  Mr.  Bbrtoh.  [lids 
speech  was  not  reported.] 

•        IhihUc  Landi. 

The  qnesdon  being  on  Mr.  Bvohahas*s 
amendment  to  tliis  bill,  allowing  parenta  to  en- 
ter small  tracts  for  their  children,  to  be  patent- 
ed when  they  shonld  come  of  we — 

The  amendnunt  d  Mr.  Bumasu  was 
agreed  to. 

TiAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewins  of  Blinois,  Hendiicks* 
Hubbard,  Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicliolas,  Norv^ 
FrentisB,  Rives,  Robbina,  BoUnson,  Sevier,  Southard, 
Strange,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  TomlinsMi,  Walker, 
WaU,  Webflter,  White— 28. 

Nats.— Heesn.  Benton,  Bladk,  Fnltam,  Ormdj, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Hotm, 
Horns,  NUes,  Page,  Preston,  Bug^  l^pton, 
Wright— IB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walekb,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  ft 
tract  in  his  own  name  nntil  he  is  21  yesra 


l^mBSDAT,  Pebnuoy  8. 
Hon.  AuEXAiTDEB  Mohton,  Senator  deet  fccm 
the  State  of  Lonidana,  vice  Mr.  Pobtxb,  re«gn- 
ed,  was  qualified  and  took  his  seat 

CcpyriffhU  to  For^gMr*. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  he  bagged  leave  to  pre- 
sent to  the  Senate  a  niemoruu  or  address  pxnn 
certain  living  antitiors  <tf  Great  Britain.  Among 
the  subscribers  to  it  would  be  reoognixed  some 
of  the  most  distinguished  names  in  uie  literary 
world— names  (s^d  he)  with  which  we  havw 
been  long  familiar,  and  whose  admirable  pro* 
ductions  nave  often  instracted  and  delightM  us 
all.  They  represent  that,  owing  to  the  want 
of  legal  protection  in  the  United  States,  they 
are  deprived  of  the  benefit  here  their  literarjr 
property ;  that  their  works  are  pubHshed  witb- 
ont  any  compensation  being  made  to  them  tot 
their  copyrights;  that  they  are  frequently  alter- 
ed and  mutilated,  so  as  to  affect  injorionsly 
their  reputations;  and  that  an  arrangement 
which  they,  or  some  of  them,  had  made  with 
bookselters  in  the  United  States,  to  semre  a 
&ir  and  jnst  remtmeration  for  their  labors,  had 
been  defeated  by  the  practice  of  other  Amer- 
ican bookaellers.  They  therefore  request  the 
passage  of  a  law,  by  whidi  their  ri^t  <rf 
pfoperty  may  bo  protected. 

I  am  quite  sure,  (continned  Mr.  Clat)  that  I 
need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  this  address 
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to  the  attoQtiTe  and  fiiendlj  consideration  of 
tiw  8Miate»  and  ereir  mambw  of  it.  Of  all 
duaea  of  oar  feDow-bdnga,  there  ia  nuie  that 
has  a  better  right  than  that  of  authors  and  in- 
TontorL  to  Hm  Idndness,  the  sympathy,  and  the 
proteetioa  of  the  Goremment  And  snrely 
nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  that  th^ 
abonld  be  allowed  to  etaoj,  withoat  intermp- 
tfon  for  a  limited  time^  the  pnmertj  oteated  by 
Uieir  own  genios.  UnllMtuiately,  bat  too  often 
dependent  npon  that  alone,  if  they  are  depriv- 
ed of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of  snbdst- 
ence.  The  signers  of  this  address  may,  witb 
more  oonfldenoe,  indnlge  the  hope  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  which  they  Bolicit,  from  the 
eonaderation  that,  according  to  the  liberality 
<^  flie  British  practice,  the  secnrity  of  copy- 
ist is  not  restrieted  to  Brttteh  rabjeots,  bnt  is 
•qoaOy  o^ed  by  foreigners.  And  I  nnder- 
stand  that  there  are  instances  of  American  an- 
thora  who  have  andled  themsetTes  otit,  When 
we  reflect  what  important  parta  q(  the  great 
repaid  of  letters  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  are,  and  consider  their  common  origin, 
common  langnage,  and  similarity  of  institutions, 
nnd  of  habito  of  reading^  there  seems  to  me  to 
be  every  motave  for  reciprocating  between  the 
two  countries  the  seoonty  of  copyrights.  In- 
deed, I  do  not  see  any  gronnd  of  jost  objection, 
cither  in  the  oonstitntion  or  sound  policy,  to 
tbe  passage  of  a  law  tendering  to  aU  foreign- 
nations  reciprocal  seoonty  for  literary  prop- 

0.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  library. 

Ifr.  TtMstoa  had  no  donbt  of  the  general 
pnmietj  d  the  direction  proposed  to  be  given 
to  tJM  memorial ;  all  snbiects  of  this  kind  were . 
nogeAj  brought  before  the  library  Oommittee. 
Bat  the  sabjeot  was  one  of  some  difBcnlty ; 
ihm  was  s  large  end  meritorions  class  of  an- 
tikors  in  this  country,  who  had  a  direct  interest 
in  Beeoring  to  the  aotbors  of  Great  Britain  the 
OQpyright  to  thor  works,  because  copies  of 
these  works  were  sold  without  the  expense  of 
s  oiqiyright,  and  thus  came  in  free  and  ii^n- 
TKMu  competition  with  the  works  of  American 
sothors.  But,  then,  pabli^ers  had  an  oppoute 
interest,  to  seize  upw  for^gn  works  without 
piio^  ud  nnablian  them.  The  oonsequenoe 
was,  that  the  labor  of  foreign  authors  was  oon- 
-vcrted  to  the  nse  <rf  pnbiishers  here,  who  <rften 
■ent  hito  the  market  a  most  deBpi<»ble  article 
in  point  of  execution,  entirely  nnworthy  of  tbe 
state  of  the  arts  in  Qua  country,  ^blishers, 
therefore,  had  arrayed  themselves  ag^nst  the 
olgeot  of  this  memorial;  and  the  subject, 
thereforo,  resolved  itself  into  a  complicated 
qnestion  of  free  trade  and  protection  of  the  me- 
duoioal  arts,  with  which  is  nnmbered  the  art 
of  printing.  On  this  subject  Mr.  P.  was  not 
now  prq>ared  to  decide.  They  had  two  au- 
thors to  onr  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  in- 
terested in  the  protection  of  meutol  labor; 
vhfle  we  pnblished  three  or  four  hooka  to 
tUfr  ODC^  ud  wwe^  thnefinr^  more  Intanated 
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in  protecting  publishers.  Ur.  P.  was  onder- 
Btood  to  suggest  that  the  sabject  ought  to  go  to 
the  Jndiciary  Oommittee. 

Vx.  CteOHDT  moved  that  the  memorial  be  r»> 
ferred  to  a  select  oonmiittee  of  flv&  expns^g 
the  de^  that  he  might  be  excused  frmn  serv- 
ing on  snoh  committee. 

Mr,  OiXHouir  was  aware  that  the  interest  of 
booksellers  in  the  United  States  was  adverse  to 
the  oUect  of  this  memorial ;  but  he  did  not  sup- 
pose that  it  was  of  a  character  or  nature  such 
as  req|uired  its  rdectitm.  The  works  for  which 
copyrights  would  be  secnred  in  tiiis  country 
constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the  entire 
Uteratnre  of  Great  Britain  or  this  country;  and 
of  the  worits  of  the  distjnguisbed  names  on  this 
memorial,  the  copyright  of  a  great  portion  had 
expired,  which  was,  therefore,  sabject  to  free 
pablication ;  and  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  in  this 
country.  By  several  Uving  for^gn  authors,  an 
attempt  had  been  made  to  secure  their  proper- 
ty in  this  country,  by  dedgnating  the  book- 
sellers in  the  UiUted  States  by  whom  alone 
their  works  were  to  be  pnbli^ed.  The  at- 
tempt, however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksellers  also  published  their  w^rks  without 
license,  so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the 
benefits  of  such  property  in  this  country.  Mr. 
0.  thought  the  proper  oonmiittee  was  that  on 
the  Judiciary,  though  he  would  not  olject  to  a 
select  oommittee. 

Mr.  BircHAKAH  s^d  when  this  question  came 
to  be  considered,  it  would  be  a  vexed  and 
difficult  qnesdon.  He  would  not  discuss  it 
now,  bnt  ne  saw  an  interest  involved  fior  be- 
yond that  of  puUishers,  to  whose  interest  he 
would  pay  a  smaller  regard ;  and  that  was  the 
interest  of  the  reading  petwle  of  the  United 
States.  Cheap  editions  of  foreign  works  were 
now  published  and  sent  all  over  the  country  so 
as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  individual ; 
and  the  effect  of  granting  copyrights  asked  for 
by  this  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors 
who  were  anxious  to  have  meir  works  anpe«r 
in  a  more  expensive  form  would  prevent  uie  is- 
suing of  these  cheap  editions;  so  that  the 
amount  of  repnblic^ons  of  British  works  In 
this  country,  he  thought,  wonld  be  at  once  re- 
dnoed  to  on»-hal£  Bat  to  live  in  fame  was  as 
great  a  stimnlns  to  authors  as  pecuniary  gun ; 
and  the  qaestion  ought  tO'  be  considered, 
whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of  fame 
by  the  measure  asked  for,  as  tiiey  would  gidn 
in  money.  It  was  especially  well  worthy  of 
the  oommittee  to  go  tteyond  publishers,  and  aft- 
certain  what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  acqui- 
sition of  knowledge  in  this  vast  conntry. 

Mr.  GmmDY's  motion  to  refer  the  memorial 
to  a  special  committee  was_  then  carried ;  and 
the  Ohur  appdnted  Messrs.  Cult,  Pbsstoit, 
BuoBAKAN,  WrasTKB,  and  EwDto  ot  Ohio,  to 
compose  the  committee. 
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Satoedat,  Febrnnry  4. 
CopyrigliU  to  Foreigners. 

Kr.  Olat  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of 
addiUonal  names  of  British  aathors  to  the  ad- 
dress which  he  had  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
other  day.  He  moved  that  it  be  printed  with 
the  other  names  attached  to  the  address,  and  be 
x«fenred  to  the  select  oommittee  raised  on  that 
ml^Jeot ;  which  vaa  aocordinf^  wdered.  He 
also  moved  the  wpotabnent  <a  an  additional 
member  of  tlie  select  committee ;  which  was 
ordered. 

ICr.  O.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry 
American  aathors^prajing  amendments  in  the 
eopyright  law.  They  represent  the  impor- 
tance of  native  literatore,  and  the  propriety 
of  extraiding  to  it  reasonable  enoonragement. 
lliej  state  uat,  owing  to  the  &ct  that  book- 
■ellera  in  this  oonntry  can  possess  themselTes 
of  and  pnblish  new  works  as  they  issue,  irom 
time  to  time,  from  the  British  press,  without 
any  charge  on  aoooont  of  the  copyright,  Amer- 
icfu  authors  of  similar  works  are  unable  to  ob- 
tain fat  tineir  oopyn^ta  a  ocnnpensation. 

Ur.  O.  tmdentood  that  the  eonrse  of  this 
badness  wa^  that  Amoloan  bookseUera  have 
^t&t  agents  m  Great  Britain,  who,  as  Boon  as 
a  new  work  makes  its  appearance,  transmit  it 
to  them  by  tiie  first  pabket.  Sometimes  it  is 
received  from  the  packet  at  the  Narrows,  and 
the  vessel  being  detuned  there  a  short  time, 
from  Bome  canse  or  other,  by  the  time  she  ar- 
rives at  the  wharves  the  work  is  published  and 
ready  for  distribution.  This  extraordinary  de- 
snatch  is  effected  by  means  of  steam  presses,  and 
the  hundreds  of  hands  employed  by  some  of 
the  boc^EsellerB,  The  consequence  is,  that  the 
work  Is  often  slovenly  pnblianed,  on  bad  piqwr, 
with  bad  type&  and  <Hnitting  maps,  diagrama, 
engravinM,  and  other  iUnstrations.  TUs  the 
first  pubBidiers  feel  themselves  constrained  to 
do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publicAi  a  oheapw  edi- 
Ooa  than  that  which  they  have  issned.  Pur- 
chased in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get 
tide  genuine  prodnction  of  the  Britiah  author 
without  sending  abroad  for  it,  as  is  snmgtinMW 
done. 

Mr.  0.  understood  that  the  business  of  re- 
publishing in  this  oonntry  late  British  works 
was  prinotpaUy  confined  to  two  highly  respect- 
able houses  in  New  York  and  Fhuadelphiai,  of 
whom  he  did  not  mean  to  say  one  word  in  dis- 
paragement. They  merely  availed  themselves 
of  the  aetnal  state  of  tbinga,  and  undoubtedly 
placed  the  American  pnbho  under  obligations 
for  supplying  them  so  rwidly  and  so  oneuly 
with  the  latest  e£EMon8  of  the  British  mind. 

If  the  foreign  aathor  is  justly  secured  in  his 
rights  of  property,  the  practical  oonsequence 
will  probably  be,  that  be  will  sell  his  oopyright 
to  some  American  publisher,  the  work  will  be 
carefolly  and  deliberate^  prmted,  witt^ont  mu- 
tilation or  abstraction,  and  will  be  in  a  condi- 
tion worthy  of  preservation. 

Ur.  0.  moTed  the  reJbrwoe  of     petition  to 


the  select  oommittee  heretofore  appointed; 
which  was  ordered. 

Ht.  Nilbs,  referring  to  the  memorial  fivm 
American,  authors,  said  they  had  gone  one  step 
beyond  what  had  ever  been  done.  They  vera 
not  satisfied  with  obtaining  the  right  to  ^ 
productions  of  their  own  minds;  tiiey  aikai 
Oongreas  to  prohibit,  for  their  b^efit,  the  tue 
of  the  piodoctions  of  others.  This  he  op> 
posed. 

Mr.  FsBSToir  was  not  adverse  to  gnnting 
oopyri^ts  to  for^gn  authors.  He  had  for* 
merly  expressed  hiinself  in  &vor  of  tins  grant  to 
foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been  a  mo- 
tive for  sending  petitions  on  the  subject;  SLd 
all  his  inclinations  were  still  de<ndedly  in  &Tor 
of  the  proposed  measure.  He  believed,  also, 
that  Congress  possessed  the  constitutional  pow- 
er to  pass  it,  and  by  that  part  of  the  ccoetita- 
tion  wniob  provides  for  the  promotion  of  knowl- 


e  had  been  in  the  daily  habit,  Mr.  F.  sui. 
of  wpropriating  to  our  use  the  prodnetloiu  « 
minds  b<mmd  we  Atlantic,  without  any  reoun- 
pense.  we  had  Inxariated  in  the  woks  at  ffir 
Walto-  Scott  without  any  ranuneratimi  to  him, 
at  the  time  when  he  was  tolling  night  and  day 
to  pay  a  debt ;  when,  if  h6  had  received  from 
us  t^e  thousandth  part  of  the  value  his 
works,  the  debt  would  have  been  paid.  Vi. 
P.  had  always  regarded  this  as  an  instanoe  of 
ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  him  vary 
strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  Clat,  in  reply  to  Hr.  Nius,  sud  he  was 
very  glad  of  the  ben^t  of  his  soggestiona,  and 
they  would  doubtiess  reoeive  the  special  lUen- 
tion  of  the  committee.  Bnt  he  thouj^t  he 
would  be  satisfied  that  no  such  mischief  wtt 
intmded  as  he  supposed.  The  whole  olgect 
was  to  put  fwelgn  aathors  on  the  same  fooyng 
on  which  our  own  aathors  are  in  Eni^attd.  He 
thooi^t  the  extension  of  copTiightB  would  nok 
on  tM  wholci  make  any  addSticn  to  the  ooat  af 
the  books. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  ordered. 

SUetion  cf  PreHdent  and  Vice  Prettdent— 
Mode  of  counting  Votet. 

Hr.  Gbvndt,  frxim  the  sdeot  oommittee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  and  report  on  the  mode  of 
examining  and  countim;  the  votes  for  Freddent 
and  Vice  President,  and  whether  any  votes  have 
been  g^ven  by  persons  not  competent  under  thd 
constitution,  made  a  q>edal  report  therecm; 
whidi  was  read. 

The  re^rt  states  that  In  some  instanoes  not 
more  than  fbnr  w  five  electors  have  been 
chosen  in  some  of  t3ie  States,  who  are  o£Boers 
the  General  Government,  (depnty  poet- 
masters,)  and  that  such  votes  are,  in  the  oinn- 
ion  of  the  committee,  not  in  oomormity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  oonstitaU<Hi ;  bnt  at  the 
same  time  the  few  votes  thus  given  will  not 
vary  the  result  of  the  election,  as  it  was  not 
contempl^«d  by  any  one  that  Uko  appointment 
cf  one  bulic^Ua  debtor  would  vitiate  the  vote 
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et  tut  State.  The  report  eoudodes  vith  reoom- 
mending  tiie  adi^tion  of  the  following  rewla- 
tkne: 

ItfolMd^  that  Ibe  two  HoQSH  ahall  ■neinble  in 
jbe  dmnber  of  the  House  of  Repraeentativee,  on 
WednMday  nexL  it  13  o'clock,  and  the  Preodent 
6r  the  Seufteihill  be  the  pnddhv  officer;  that  one 
MHOB  be  i^pebiteil  e  taOat  on  tba  put  (tf  the 
Seeatcv  tad  two  on  the  put  of  the  Hooee  of 
B^mMOtatiTee,  to  make  a  list  of  the  TOtee  aa  they 
didl  be  declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delirered 
to  Uw-  president  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  announce 
the  atale  of  the  rote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the 
two  Hoosea  afombled  as  aforesaid,  irtikth  mail  be 
deemed  e  dedaraUon  fit  the  pennnB  dected  Presi- 
dent and  Vioe  Preddeot of  the  ITnHed  States;  and, 
together  with  a  list  of  votes,  be  mteted  on  the 
joaraals  of  the  two  Houses. 

Betolved,  TW  in  reUtion  to  the  rotes  of  IDofai- 
gan,  if  the  cotmting  or  4xdtttng  to  oonnt  them  shall  not 
wamtiany  diH«e  the  result  of  the  elecdon,  tihey 
AaU  be  rcDorted  by  tiie  Preddent  of  the  Senate  in 
^  foDowfaig  nanner;  "  Wete  tiie  Totes  of  IGdii- 
to  be  eoonted,  the  resnlt  would  be,  fi»  A.  B.  ftv 

FMdatttf  the  United  States,  TOtes.  Ifnot 

•lwated,lbrA  B.  for  Fresident  of  the  United  States, 

 rot«&   But  in  either  erent  A.  B.  Is  dected 

IVeaident  of  the  United  States."  And  hi  the  aame 
piantw  for  Tice  Fresdent. 

lb.  NoKWLL  said  that  the  reaolntions  were 
joint  reaolationa.  The  first  prescribed  the 
nnud  manner  in  which  the  two  Houses  assem- 
Ued  tngether  on  the  second  Wednesdaj  in 
Febmary-,  for  the  purpose  of  counting  the 
Totee  for  Preeld^t  and  Vice  President  of  the 
Uuted  Statea,  To  this,  <tf  ooorse,  he  had  no 
et^eti&oa.  The  seoond.  reeolation,  in  relatioa 

^  th*  -miam  nf  IfiHh^gMi,  Atitiu^^  in  it^Mdiftiyyt^ 

Am*  if  thmr  wwe  not  ewentU  to  tbe  eleetlon 
of  ft  FnmieBt^  th«y  should  be  aanoimeed,  but 
need  not  be  reoeiyed  as  good.  Their  reception, 
then,  as  soond  TOtesi  depended  npon  a  oontin- 
cenej  which  it  was  known  would  not  happen. 
He  called  for  s  diTlsion  of  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee,  In  order  that  he  and 
his  ooDeagne  mi^t  have  an  opportoni^  of 
raeording  their  Totes  against  ihe  second  reso- 
hition.  Mi^liigMt^  when  the  people  of  that 
State  gave  their  votes  for  preddential  electors, 
was  a  Boveragtt  State,  at^owledged  to  be  soch 
W  an  aot  of  Otngresa  of  tiie  United  States. 
6be  waa  now,  before  her  electoral  votes  were 
to  be  Monted,  a  sover^^  State  of  this  Union, 
•dEwnrledied  to  be  so^  bj  aaoChe^  act  <tf  the 
Oongresa  of  the  United  States.  He  had,  there- 
fere,  riaem  to  enter  his  most  solemn  jmitest,  in 
bdialf  of  the  people  of  Midiinn,  against  any 
detrfnon  of  this  body,  or  of  Congress,  which 
WTOoW,  even  by  impUcation,  have  the  effect  of 
prgrenting  their  electoral  votes  from  being 
eoonted  for  President  and  Vioe  President  of 
ttke  United  States;  and  npon  the  motion  to 
adopt  the  second  resolntion,  he  requested  that 
flie  weas  and  naje  might  be  taken. 

tbc.  Gatnnnr  obeerved  that  the  committee 
vere  tmaniraoos  for  reporting  tbe  second  reso- 
ladMB.  The  same  eooiM  had  been  pnisned 


with  regard  to  the  State  of  Hidsonri,  and  under 
the  like  circomstances ;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  where 
the  rock  lies  which  may  destroy  ups  Oovem- 
ment,  they  would  perceive  that  the  onnraittea 
had  good  reasons  kx  reonumending  tiie  ruoln- 
tiott  ot^eeted  to.  Snppoee,  stud  Hr.  Q.,  the 
two  Houses  should  (uifer  and  separate,  and 
snppoae  the  House  should  refiise  to  send  for 
the  Senate  agun :  where  will  be  your  Ftui- 
dent  or  Vice  President!  Though  he  had 
been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  admisdai 
of  Michigan,  yet  he  tiionght  it  better,  under 
the  ciroomstanceB,  that  her  vote  should  not  be 
counted,  except  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the 
seoond  resolution.  To  count  the  vote  could  do 
no  good,  inasmuch  as  it  would  not  vary  the  re- 
solt;  and  it  might  do  harm.  No  man  was 
more  anxious  than  he  was  for  ttte  admission  of 
Michigan;  yet  he  must  express  the  oianicn 
that  she  was  not  a  State  of  this  Union  whm 
she  gave  her  vote. 

Mr.  NoBVXU.  sakl  that,  if  tids  Uni(m  ahonlA 
ever  receive  a  i^ook,  as  inttoiated  by  the  Sensr 
tor  from  Tennessee,  It  would  arise  from  the 
practice  of  iigustice  by  this  Government  tow- 
ards one  or  more  of  the  States  of  the  oonfeder- 
aoy  and  not  from  the  right  decision  of  such  ques- 
tions  as  the  one  now  pending.  The  reception 
of  the  votes  of  a  State  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation,  by  whom 
as  well  as  the  other  States,  was  to  be  governed, 
could  never  endanger  the  Union.  The  result 
of  the  late  eleoticoi,  he  knew,  oould  not  be 
varied  by  the  votes  of  Michigan;  and  leas 
hasard  would,  therefore,  be  encountered  at  this 
time  in  jotiperly  dedduig  tlie  qnesliai  vpaa 
receiving  the  votes  of  States  in  similar  ciromn- 
stanoes  with  Mfa<ii<g*n,  than  at  any  other  tsoM, 
The  case  of  Ifiasouri,  qnoted  by  the  Senatw 
from  Tennessee' in  support  of  the  second  reso- 
lution, was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  and^ 
ogous  to  that  of  Michigan.  M^uri  was  a 
State  when  her  electors  were  chosen,  but  she 
waa  not  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the  two 
Houses  of  OoDgress  aasemUed  to  count  the 
electoral  votes  for  President  and  Vioe  Presi- 
dent. She  was  not  admitted  until  some  months 
afterwards ;  but  t^e  State  of  Indiuia  did  pre- 
sent a  preois^y  analogous  case  to  that  of  Huhip 
gan.  Indiana,  when  bee  electors  were  chosen, 
had  fcH-med  her  otmstitntion  and  State  Gorwn- 
ment;  but  she  was  not  admitted  into  the  Uni<m 
until  some  time  In  the  suooeedlng  December. 
She  became,  however,  a  member  ot  tiie  Union 
beibre  tiie  Sectoral  votes  were  counted.  When 
the  two  Houses  assembled,  and,  in  counting  the 
votes,  came  to  those  of  Indiana,  obiectiim  waa 
made  to  their  reception.  The  two  Houses  eep' 
arated.  Some  discusmon  arose  in  both  on  the 
sabjeot ;  but,  before  the  point  was  directly  de- 
cided by  either,  a  message  waa  sent  by  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  to  the  Senate,  that 
they  were  ready  to  prooeed  in  the  count. 
When  they  came  ttwemer  again,  the  votes  of 
Indiana  were  ooonted,  and  reoorded  among  the 
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cileotoral  TOtes  of  tbe  other  Statea  Snoh  is 
exactly  the  litnation  of  Hiehigan.  But  he  had 

not  risen  to  provoke  debate,  ffis  ol^eot  was 
simply  to  protest  against  the  piindpfe  of  the 
second  resolution  reported  bj^  the  Senator  from 
Tenneraee,  and  to  ask  for  hmiself  and  his  col- 
league tiie  poor  privilege  of  recording  their 
names  agfdnat  it.  He  did  not  know  that  they 
Would  be  sustfdned  by  the  vote  of  any  other 
Senator  present. 

"Mi.  Out  stdd  that  the  oommittee  had  fol- 
lowed exactly  the  conrse  adopted  in  the  case  of 
Hiseouri;  and  the  Senators  from  Michigan 
would  see  that  there  was  to  be  no  exclusion  of 
their  votes,  though  no  use  might  be  made  (tf 
them.  WhethCT  th^  -were  counted  or  not, 
the  resolt  woold  he  the  same,  l^ov,  when 
gentlemen  reflected  for  a  moment  npon  the 
operatSons  of  tiiis  Government,  the  difficulties 
to  be  settled,  the  important  questions  pending, 
and  especially  the  one  as  to  the  election  of  a 
Chief  Magistrate,  they  would  see  at  once  the 
necessity  of  avoidbg  doing  any  thing  which 
Vould  have  the  effect  of  creeling  exoitement, 
or  throwing  any  difficulty  in  the  way  at  this 
particular  juncture,  when  they  were  about  to 
aecide  on  so  very  important  a  question  as  would 
have  to  be  disposed  of  on  Weonesday  next. 

With  rednrd,  then,  to  what  the  Senator  from 
ICchigan  (Mr.  Nosvsix)  had  sud  as  to  Michi- 
gan being  similarly  dtnated  to  Miflsonii  and 
Bidiana,  when  they  vere  admitted  into  the 
Trni<xi,  and  yet  tiiey  wen  permitted  to  vote, 
he  oomd  not  i^ree  with  mm.  The  case  of 
Michigan  was  not  exactly  that  of  lOsaonri,  nor 
that  of  Indiuia.  The  act  of  Oongress  passed 
admitted  her  on  certun  conditions,  and,  having 
accepted  those  conditions,  she  became  a  State, 
and  performed  all  her  functions  as  a  State,  and 
had  ^ven  her  votes  for  Preddent  and  Vice 
President;  and  but  for  the  formality  of  this 
resolution,  which  was  deemed  necessary  by  the 
committee,  she  was  put  upon  precisely  tiie  same 
footing  as  the  States  whicn  had  been  mentioned. 
Whilst,  then,  he  admitted  there  was  some  slight 
dUferenoe  between  the  ease  ci  Michigan  and 
that  of  Ifissonri  and  of  In^ana,  he  coold  not 
admit  that  Michigan  should  votCL  except  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  in  the  resdution ;  for  he 
fhon^^t  under  all  the  circumstances  connected 
viik  this  matter,  it  would  be  better  to  take  the 
conrse  recommended  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Oalboitn  remarked  that,  notwithstand- 
ing what  was  said  by  gentlemen  to  the  con- 
trary^  during  the  debate  on  the  admission  of 
Michigan,  they  would  now  see  that  she  was 
a  State,  da  facto^  at  the  time  she  formed  her 
oonstitutioD.  Kow,  if  they  applied  the  reason 
of  that  case  to  this,  wh&t  was  the  result ! 
Michigan  was  not  a  State  in  this  Union  when 
her  Sematon  were  elected,  nor  when  ahe  voted 
for  President  and  Vloe  Preddcnt.  The  ease 
was  reaDy  a  dear  one,  and  any  reason  whioh 
would  exclude  these  votes  ought  to  have  ex- 
cluded her  Senators  from  taking  thdr  aeata  <m 
this  floor.  He  did  not  believe  that  doubtful 


vaeeti(ms  this  kind  sbonld  be  waived ;  and 
Oils  qnestion  should  be  settled  at  once.  He 
should,  tho^nv,  fod  himself  hoond  to  vota 
agaiust  the  readnticm. 

Mr.  Lton  asked  what  course  the  oommittee 
would  have  recommended  in  case  the  vote  of 
Midiigan  had  varied  the  resnlt.  Would  Miehi- 

r\  such  case  be  deprived  of  her  vote!  Hx. 
referred  to  the  vote  of  Indiana,  which,  un- 
der mmilar  circumstances,  had  been  ootmted, 
and  contended  that  Michigan  was  as  mndi  en- 
titled to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of 
Indiana.  He  thought  the  Senate  would  not 
make  so  uii|]ust  a  discrimination  between  the 
two  States  as  the  resolution  contemplated,  and 
be  woold  unite  with  his  odleagne  Qb.  Nob- 
TBix)  in  protesting  agdnst  It 

Mr.  Gbukdt  Tflpfied  that  the  gentleman 
oodd  not  expect  him  to  answer  a  qoeadca 
which  the  wisest  of  their  predecessors  had 
purposely  left  undetermined.  What  mi^t  be 
done  under  the  cireumstanoes  advoted  to  \^ 
the  Senator  from  IGchigan,  should  ther  vnx 
occur,  the  wisdom  of  the  day  must  dedde. 

Vr.  Pbeston  concurred  in  all  the  views  tskeo 
by  his  colleague  in  regard  to  this  question. 

The  first  resolution  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee was  ad(^ted,  without  division;  and  the 
seocmd  was  adopted— yeas  84^  najs  9,  as  ftlr 
lows: 

Teas. — ^Heasrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittendeo,  Cnthbert,  Btno, 
Davis,  Ewi^  of  lUioois,  Ewing  (n  OUo^  Gnmdy, 
Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Ki^ 
of  Oeoigia,  Kui^t,  Unn,  Hoore,  Nidtdos,  AgL 
Prentiss,  Bives,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  8om- 
ard.  Swift,  1Hpto&,  Tomlinson,  Wri^i— S4. 

Kats.— MesDS.  Calhonn,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Horria^ 
Niles,  Nomll,  Freeton,  Walker,  WaU— 9. 


MoHDAT,  Febmary  6. 

Abolitim  iff  SUaerjf  in  the  J)iitriet  tff 
Colombia, 

Hr.  Tmonr  said  that  he  was  requested  to 
present  to  the  Senate  two  memorials,  ngned  by 
dtisois  of  Oarrdl  and  White  countiea,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  praying  Oongress  to  abolish 
slavery  In  the  District  of  Columbia.  These 
petitions,  sdd  he,  are  printed  papers,  couched 
in  language  both  decorous  and  respectEol,  and 
signed  by  citizens  of  great  respectability.  I 
a^owledge,  said  Mr.  T.,  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  petition  Congress  for  a  redress  of  their 
grievances,  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  as  one 
of  their  representative^  on  the  flow  of  the  Sen* 
ate,  to  present  their  petitions,  and  to  ask  for 
them  a  reepectfd  oonrideratkm ;  but  I  fed  it 
to  be  due  to  the  petitiicmers,  to  tiie  Senate,  and 
to  mysd^  to  state  req»eotftilly  hvt  flndy.  tliat 
n^refledionsonthissut^ect  have  brought  me 
to  a  oonolnmcm  very  diflbrent  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at. 

I  am  unable  to  perodve,  whence  it  is 
Oat  OongresB  dsrives.  the  power  to  intexfore 
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With  Omwy  In  tlw  District  of  Oolnmbia 
OoT  fora&tbera,  In  framing  tiie  faderal  oomti- 
tntton,  reoognised  the  exutonoe  of  BlaTerj  in 
a  portion  of  the  States  ct  this  oonliBderao^,  by 
pwmttlng  staves  to  be  enumerated  in  appor- 
tiodng  repreeentatWeB  on  the  floor  of  Oon- 
gress.  Every  attempt  made  by  citizens  of  the 
um-daTehoIding  States  to  disturb  the  rif^ts 
of  onr  ncllghbors  to  this  spedes  of  propertjy  dis- 
tracts the  peace  of  the  oonntiy  aaul  endsngers 
tiie  ezistenoe  of  the  Union. 

It  is  contended  that  Oongress  has  ezdomTe 
legidatilon  over  the  Dislriot  of  Oolnmbia.  If 
that  be  granted,  it  is  bnt  a  del^ated  and  limit- 
ed power,  not  oristnal,  deriTative.  Slavery 
odrted  in  YirgliUa,  Maiylaii^  and  other  States, 
the  ftdenl  camtatiiMi  was  adq;>ted: 
^tcnPTf  then  beloiued  emhuively  to  the  serenu 
fitatesi  and  timre  ft  still  remiuns;  their  enter- 
ii^;  bito  the  Uidon  ^  not  yield  to  the  Federal 
Govennnent  any  right  to  interfere  with  the 
qneation  of  slavery  within  the  States  or  in  this 
IHstrict.  The  States  of  Virginia  and  Uaryland 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Govemmrat  this  ten  miles 
square,  called  the  Dbtxict  of  Colombia,  for  a 
seat  cn  Government,  and  granted  to  Oongress 
ezdnrive  legislative  powers  over  it  for  that 
parpoee.  Thia  power  was  givui  to  Oonf^reas 
by  the  States  for  speeial  porposes,  and  is  lunit- 
•d,  from  the  Y6rj  n^re  of  the  grant.  Oon- 
gras  cannot  abt^ah  the  right  of  trial  byjnry, 
aMdae  the  liber^  of  the  press,  nor  establish 
a  natuNial  ohtudi,  in  this  District,  aiur  more 
thu  in  any  of  the  States ;  ner  do  I  believe 
that  Coogrees  has  a  rig^t  to  ioterfere  wijh 
slavery  in  the  District,  while  Ti^pnia  and 
Upland  oontinne  to  be  slave  States.  . 

were  it  posriUe  that  the  petiticoiers  oonld 
effoet  th^r  ol^eoL  and  abclisn  slavery  in  tiie 
IKstoict  of  Oolnmbia,  they  would  erect  a  re- 
oept^ile  in  the  midst  of  two  slaveholding  States 
for  fisoaties,  abiditioDUts,  and  runaway  slaves, 
who  would,  from  their  stronghold  here,  spread 
dissatwfaction,  death,  and  destraction,  through 
the  snrronn^Dg  country.  Oould  the  States 
who  ceded  the  DistrioC  have  anticipated  such 
a  remit,  th^  never  would  haTO  oeded  it  to  the 
United  States.  Kr.  T.  said  he  waa  hi^v  in 
bdng  aUe  to  state  to  the  Senate  that  there 
-were  bnt  thirty-three  names  signed  to  these 
petitions,  and  that  he  hoped  andbelieved  that 
there  was  bnt  a  small  portion  of  his  oiHistitu- 
oiis  in  &vor  of  the  oourse  that  the  petiti<»iers 
recommended ;  tiiat  he  thonght  it  was  best  to 
meet  tiAa  question  fiuriy ;  ana,  taking  the  so^- 
gestioQ  of  an  hraorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
not  now  here,  (Hr.  Tyler,)  he  would  move  to 
reftr  these  petitions  to  the  Committee  for  the 
Dfa^bict  of  GolomlHa.  Let  that  committee  ^ve 
m  a  report  that  will  present  a  fall  and  &ir  view 
cf  the  subject  This,  he  thonght,  would  quiet 
the  pnUio  mind.  This  course  was  adopted  B«ne 
jaan  ago,  when  Oongress  was  overrun  with 
patitioatB  for  stc^puiff  the  m^  on  Sunday.  The 
amiuvials  were  rrowred  to  the  qmroiffiate 
committee,  and  one  aUe  report  from  the  chalr- 


man  of  the  committee  had  pat  that  exciting  snb- 
Jeot  to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  forever.  ■ 

}ir.  OAiBomr  ei^nessed  the  hope  that  a  goes- 
tion  would  be  made  on  tlu  reoeptitm  of  the 
petitions.  He  inristed  that,  an  objection 
should  be  made  to  the  reception  of  a  petition, 
it  was  the  rule,  and  for  forty  years  had  been 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  uke  the  vote  of 
reception,  without  a  motion  not  to  receive. 
He  read  the  mle  on  this  point,  which  stated 
that  if  there  was  a  oty  of  the  House  to  re- 
ceive, and  no  objection  should  be  made,  or  if 
the  Honse  were  rilent,  the  reception  would 
take  place  of  course.  Otherwise,  a  vote  must 
be  taken  on  its  reoevtion.  Mr.  0.  sud  he  had 
in  v^  indsted  on  tnis  at  the  lart  session.  He 
hoped  the  Ohiur  would  now  snstidn  the  mle^ 
benwe  Hr.  0.  would  be  oompdled  to  move  a 
non-reception. 

{An  extended  discosaioD  now  took  place,  in  wbi<A 
Veasrs.  Calhoon,  Ewing,  I^ton,  Uonis,  Swift, 
Gnmdj,  White,  Buduuuui,  Hubbard,  Bayard,  Davis, 
Eii^  of  Geoi{^  Sontiurd,  FMstm,  Webstw,  Gulb- 
bert,  Blves,  sad  Wall,  todc  psrt,  when— ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HinnASD,  the  motion  to 
receive  the  memorial  was  lud  upon  the  table. 

Tus. — ^Messrs.  Bsyard,  Benton,  BUck,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calboon,  Clayton,  Guthbert,  Dana,  Fulton. 
Grundy,  BuUMird,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Geoigio,  Linn,  Lyon,  Hoore,  Mch(das,  Morrell,  Page, 
Preston,  Rives,  Bobinsou,  Bungles,  Sevier,  Spenee, 
Strsoge,  Wtlker,  White,  WrijjR— 81. 

Nats.— UessTB.  Clay,  Davis,  Ewiog  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Knight,  Horns,  Nlles,  FrentlsB,  Bobbins, 
Soothard,  Swift,  Tipton,  TomllnsoD,  Wall,  Webster 
—IS. 

The  Senate  dun  adjourned. 


TmniT,  Vebnarj  7. 

Mmdeo-'S^pruaU far  JSTcn-SaU^iiUion 
ClaiffM. 

The  followhig  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

TitOa8ma*efiha  UiaUi Statu: 

At  the  beginning  of  this  sestdon,  Congress  was  in- 
formed that  onr  daims  upon  Mexico,  hul  not  been 
abutted,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  Irritating  ef- 
fect npini  her  councils  of  the  movements  in  Texas, 
I  hoped,  by  great  forbearance,  to  avoid  the  necesdty 
of  again  brining  the  subject  of  them  to  your  notiee. 
That  hope  has  been  disq>pdnted.  Having  in  v^ 
urged  ap(Hi  that  Oovemment  the  justice  of  those  d^nut 
ana  my  IndiqiensaUe  obligation  to  hisist  that  there 
flhonld  be  "  no  Airther  delay  In  the  a<duiowledgment, 
if  not  in  die  redress  of  the  injuries  comphun»i  of," 
my  doty  requires  that  the  whole  subject  should  be 
presented,  as  it  now  Is,  for  the  action  of  Congress, 
whose  exdndve  it  is  to  decide  on  the  further 
messnrfls  of  fedrees  to  be  employed.  The  length  of 
time  dnoe  some  of  the  i^mles  have  been  committed, 
the  repeated  and  unavaUing  appUcatkms  far  redrew, 
ths  vnton  ehsraoter  of  some  of  the  ontngea  upon 
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ibe  pn^ter^  ud  penooa  of  our  dtiseni,  upon  the 
officers  oM  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent  <^ 
recent  insults  to  this  GoTemment  aiul  peoids  hj  the 
late  extraordinary  Hexicao  miiuatar,  would  justifj, 
in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  var.  Tliat 
remedy,  however,  should  not  be  used  by  Just  and 
generous  nations,  confiding  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
juries ccnnndtted,  if  it  can  be  honorably  aroided ; 
and  it  has  oocurr^  to  me  that,  oouddering  the  pres- 
ent cmbamseed  oondlUon  of  that  country,  we  shoold 
act  with  boA  wisdom  and  tnoderalaon,  by  giving  to 
Hexico  one  more  oppottoni^  to  atone  for  the  past, 
iMfore  we  take  redress  into  onr  owa  hands,  to 
avoid  all  misoonoepdon  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as 
well  as  to  protect  onr  own  national  character  from 
Rftroacfc,  this  oi^Mrtnnity  should  be  given,  with  the 
avowed  dedgu  and  full  preparation  to  take  immedi- 
ate satisfaction  if  it  shoold  not  be  obtdned  on  a  re- 
petition of  the  demand  for  it.  To  this  end,  I  recom- 
mend that  an  act  be  passed  aothorizing  reprisals,  and 
the  uM  of  (he  naval  finree  of  the  Udted  States,  by 
tike  BxecotivQ^  aaadnat  Mexlee,  to  enfiwoe  than,  in 
flia  erant  of  a  TOuaaL  die  Kexlcan  Qoremment, 
to  oome  to  an  andcable  a(|]uBtment  of  the  matters  in 
controversy  between  us,  upon  another  demand  there- 
of nude  from  on  broad  one  of  our  veflsela  of  war  on 
flie  ooast  of  Hezioo. 

The  documents  berewidi  transmitted,  with  those 
■eooamaayiiig  wj  WB—go  ia  aaawer  to  n  cbU  of 
the  Houae  <ff  BeimBeDtatiTfli  of  the  iTth  uUimo, 
will  enable  Congress  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  the 
course  heretofore  puisaed,  and  to  dedde  upon  the 
neoesalty  of  that  now  reoommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  ooncorrenoe 
of  Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find  in  the 
condition  of  affidrs  between  the  two  countries,  as  dis- 
closed by  the  accompanying  docummta,  with  those 
referred  to,  any  weltgrounMd  reasona  to  hope  that 
an  adjustment  of  die  controvaiay  between  tbem  can 
be  effected  without  a  resort  to  tiie  measures  I  have 
fUt  it  my  duty  to  recommend,  they  may  be  aasiired 
OS  my  eo-opention  in  any  other  couiae  that  shall  be 
deemed  bononble  and  proper. 

ANDBEW  JACESOSr. 
Washisqtoii,  Riruarg  «,  188f. 

The  Kesaage  was  ordered  to  Iw  printed  vitli 
the  accompanying  doomnents,  and  referred  to 
ihe  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

libaraiicn  of  American  Sla^  hy  Brituh  Au- 
tioriUavihilepamnffJivmotu  Vhited  Statu 
Port  to  amther. 

A  resolntioD  offered  by  Ur.  OAUiomr,  calUng 
on  the  President  for  informatiou  in  r^ird  to 
the  aggression  oommitted  by  the  antbonUes  of 
Bermuda  on  a  Southern  vessel,  frugbted  with 
alavea,  wUch  waa  driven  by  distreaa  into 
porta  of  Bermada,  coming  np  for  ocsirfdera- 
tion— 

Hr.  Oalhouit  observed  tJiat  the  oases  referred 
to  in  the  resolution  presented  one  of  the  great- 
est ontrages  ever  committed  on  tiie  rights  of 
individaals  by  a  civilized  power.  The  resolu- 
tion proposed  to  ask  from  the  President  copies 
of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  ta^en 
place  with  the  Britiah  Government  relative  to 
the  seizore,  by  the  Britiah  antiunitiea,  of  the 
xUtoi  who  vexe  carried  aa  pnaoongera  fai  two 


[FnanrABT,  1887. 

Am^ean  Teasels,  (tee  of  these  vessels  had 
sailed  from  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Korth 
Carolina,  for  New  Orleans,  having  on  board 
sfxae  alavea,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  re- 
moving from  that  State  to  the  State  of  Hiaus- 
sippi ;  and  she  was  wrecked  near  New  Provi- 
denoe,  where  the  slaves  were  fonubly  s«2ed 
and  detfJned.  Hie  Le^pslatare  of  North  Caro> 
lina  hadf  in  oonseqneDoe,  expressed  their  dia- 
^tprobation  (tf  aneh  unwarrantable  conduct 
Mid  onanimoaaly  parsed  reaolntions  calling  iipni 
the  Oenwal  Qovwnmoit  to  inatitote  aa  inqmry 
into  the  matter.  The  other  oaae  waa  that  ot  a 
vessel  hound  from  Alexandriaj,in  the  I^striot 
of  Ck>lambia,  to  OharlMton,  booth  Gardina. 
Having  met  with  very  stormy  weather,  she  was 
forced  into  the  port  of  Bomnda,  where  the 
British  anthorities  took  poasesrion  of  the  alavei^ 
and  set  them  at  liberty.  He  imiisted  that  there 
was  not  a  clearer  oonstitntional  question  than 
that  a  vessel  sailing  from  one  part  of  the 
United  States  to  another  was  as  free  from 
search  as  the  territoty  of  the  United  States 
itself;  and  when  a  yeuel  was  forced  by  stzeaa 
of  weather  into  a  finrdgn  port,  die  was  entitled 
to  oommiaeration  on  aooonnt  of  her  aitDation. 
The  daima  of  humaoitr,  he  held,  were,  in  sndt 
oases,  to  be  anperadded  to  the  lawa  of  nations. 
These  poiuto  being  so  clear,  he  waa  astonished 
that  outrages  Qua  kind  had  been  committed 
for  the  laat  three  years.  He  did  not  doubt  for 
a  moment,  but  that  the  Ezeoutive  had  done 
his  duty,  and  exercised  his  accustomed  Tifp- 
lanoe,  in  refercmoe  to  these  matters.  Bnt  still 
he  (Mr.  0.)  was  at  a  loss  to  pero^ve  how  it 
happened,  after  snoh  a  lapse  of  time,  that  the 
slaves  had  not  been  restored,  nor  any  oompensa- 
tion  made  to  the  owners.  Now,  this  resolution 
he  had  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
information  on  the  snlfjeet,  ana  in  order  that 
Joatioe  wi^X  be  done  to  our  dtisou. 
At  the  suggestion  of  Ifr.  Gbdsdt, 
Hr.  Oaihouit  modified  his  resolutim,  so  as 
to  insert  in  it  the  wrads  "  provided  the  Presi- 
dent does  not  deem  it  inocnnpatible  with  the 
pnUict  intereets:"  and  Uie  resdution,  thus 
amendedf  waa  adopted. 

Dittribution  of  Booh. 
The  resolution  authortring  the  distribution, 
among  the  new  Senators,  of  nineteen  copies 
of  the  American  State  Papers,  pablidied 
Messrs.  Qalss  &  Seatcm,  ouning  up  for  cmuaS- 
eration — 

Kr.  SiHG^  (rf  Geoi^a,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  tbe  I^aiy. 

Kr.  Pbbstoh  objected  to  toB  motion.  It  waa 
a  question,  he  sua,  of  mere  distribution;  and, 
if  an  inquiry  beyond  that  were  instituted,  it 
did  not  pn^ly  belong  to  the  library  Oomr 
mittee. 

Mr.  Obdndt  was  opposed  to  any  reference. 
A  committee  could  do  nothing  to  asfost  the 
Senate  on  the  sul^ect. 

Mr.  LiNii  suggested  the  propriety  of  throw- 
ing all  snoh  doomncata  into  the  libraiy.  "Bm 
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Bud  he  vu  perfectly  vlUing  to  do  so  with  his; 
and  would  make  a  nu^on  to  that  effbot  to- 
morrow, tuiImb  Kout  other  Senatra*  would 
do  so. 

Hr.  Sbvixb  said  that,  if  this  re8olati<»i  should 
not  be  carried,  he  shoold  rote  that  the  dooa- 
moitB  in  the  poasearion  of  tbe  okter  nwmbera 
dioald  be  reatored. 

Ifr.  Buooua  aidd  thai  tboae  oonld  not  be 
recovered  which  had  been  carried  awav,  and 
eome  of  the  Senators  would  be  nnwilling  to 
restore  what  thej  had  received.  He  thought 
it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been  said 
ttat  H  was  stolen  property.  If  it  were  so,  he 
was  disposed,  like  the  Senator  fi*om  Ar>flriftflft^ 
(Mr.  Sevteb,}  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  to 
take  his  share  of  the  spoils,  whatever  might  be 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Bkstoit  suggested  two  amendments  to  the 
resolation :  first,  to  strike  all  ont,  and  direct  the 
members  who  had  received  saoh  documents  to 
restwethem;  and  if  that  dioold  fiiul, be  wotdd 
then  more  ttiat  the  Beoretary  ahoold  get  the 
dooamants  at  the  lowest  prioe  for  which  tib^ 
eouU  be  obtained.  He  would  also  more  here- 
after  that  each  Senator  shonld  be  Aimished 
with  the  legislative  historj  of  the  time  during 
which  he  should  remun  in  OcmgresB. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Walkxb,  fha  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 


Wkditbsdat,  Febraar7  8. 

Cmntimff  V«U$/or  Pretident  and  VieeJpMti- 
daU  qf  the  United  Statee—J^eOim  ^  Yke 
PrmOBi^h^  the  BtfMte. 

A  meaeage  waa  received  from  the  House  of 
BepreaentraTes,  that  the  House  were  readj  to 
OToceed  to  coimt  the  votes  fin-  Freiddoit  and 
Vioe  Prendent  of  the  TTiUted  States. 

The  Senate  aecordin^y  acyonmed  to  the  hall 

the  House, 

^e  Senate  having  returned  to  their  cham- 
ber, and  the  Frefladent  resumed  the  chair — 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Gbuitdt,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  com- 
mittee, to  wut  on  Kabtih  Vaic  Buskv,  and 
inform  Mm  of  his  election  as  President.  Ai^ 
Ur.  Oritzdt  was  appointed  \sj  the  Ohalr  to 
met  <»i  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Ifr.  Obcsst,  then,  from  the  Joint  committee 
<Hi  the  deetioD,  reported  a  preamble  and  reso- 
Intion,  stafing  that  no  eleotiai  of  Vice  IVrai- 
dent  of  the  united  States  had  been  made  by 
the  collie  of  electors ;  that  Richard  U.  John- 
eon,  of  Kentucky,  and  Francis  Granger  of  New 
wore  the  highest  on  the  list  of  persons 
voted  few;  and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do 
BOW  proceed  to  elect  one  of  these  gentlemen 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  that 
BeaatOTs  ^ve  their  rotes.  <ma  voee^  in  their 
places,  on  the  call  of  the  Secretary. 

The  reeotntion  vaa  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
ivoceeded  to  vote  accoidfai{^,  the  lestilt  of 
which  was  aa  foflowa : 


Fob  Biohabd  If.  Jorrbov. 


"Mi.  Benton,  of  Ho. 
Black,  of  Hiss. 
Brown,  of  N.  0. 
Buchanan,  of  Penn. 
Outhbert,  of  Ga. 
Sana,  of  H«n& 
Ewinft  of  Illinois. 
Lyon,  d  Hiohigan: 
HoEean,  of  Penn. 
Hoore,  <k  Alabama. 
Korris,  of  Ohio. 
Honton,  of  La. 
Nicholas,  of  La, 
Kiles,  of  Conn. 
Norvell,  of  Hicb. 
Page,  of  N.  Hamp. 
Parker,  of  Ya. 


Mr.  Fulton,  of  Ark. 
Grundy,  of  Tenn. 
Hendricks;  of  In. 
Hubbard,  of  K.  H. 
King,  of  Alabuna. 
King,  of  - Georgia. 
Linn,  of  Missouri. 
Bives,  of  Yir^nia, 
Robinson,  of  III. 
Ruggles,  of  Maine. 
Sevier,  of  Ark. 
Strange,  of  N.  0. 
Talhnadge,  of  N.  Y, 
Tipton,  of  Indiana. 
"Walker,  of  Miss. 
Wrij^t,  of  K.  T, 


Fob  Friscib  Gkjlkoib. 

Hr.  Bayard,  of  Bel     Hr.  Frentisa,  of  Tt 
OlVt  of  Kentucky.     Bobbins,  of  R,  I. 
Ol^ton,  of  Del. 
Crittenden,  4^  Ky. 
Davis,  of  Hass. 
Swing,  of  Ohio. 
Kent  of  Haiyland. 
Knight,  of  R.  L 


Sonthard,  of  N.  J. 
Spence,  of  Hd. 
SwifL  of  Yenmnt. 
Tomhn8on,ofO(»m. 
Wall,  of  N.  Jera^. 
Webster,  of  HaasL 


The  President  of  the  Sooate  (Hr.  Kino,  of 
Alabama)  then  rose  and  prodded  the  resolt 
of  the  election,  as  follows : 

The  whole  number  of  Senators  of  the  United 

States  is       ....  53 

Hf^ority  neoessary  to  a  choice  -         -  S7 

Quomm  required  by  the  constitution   -  85  • 

Whole  number  of  Senators  present      -  49 

For  Richard  H.  Johnson,  of  Keotocky,  -  88 

For  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,    -  16 

Vnm  which  it  appears  that  Riobibd  H.  Johit- 
soir,  haring  the  votes  of  a  minority  of  the 
whole  number  of  SeniUors,  as  reqaired  by  tiie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  is  duly  elect- 
ed ;  and  I  therefore  declare  that  Biohibd  H. 
JoHBBOB,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  by  the 
Senate,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  oontuned 
in  the  constitution,  Yice  Preudent  of  the 
United  States  for  four  years,  ctmunenotng  vifli 
the  4th  day  of  Haroh,  1837. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Gbundt,  a  resolation  was 
adopted  for  the  appointment  of  a  Jomt  com- 
mittee to  inform  Biohabd  K.  Johnson  of  his 
election;  and  the  Chair  was  authorized  to 
appdnt  the  member  tbraeof  on  Uie  port  (tf  the 


On  motion  ct  Mr.  Wbbsii^ 
The  Senate  then  acljonmed. 


Thdbsdat,  Febmaiy  9. 

JSSooertf  i»  tJit  IHitriet  itf  Ooh/miia, 

Hr.  Swift  presented  the  petition  of  inhaM- 
tanta  of  the  town  of  OeorgiB,  hi  the  State  of 
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Yemon^  pn^g  the  atx^on  ot  dave^  and 
tiie  dare  trade  in  the  IMstriot  of  Oolumlm. 

Ur.  S.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  peti- 
tion which  relies  to  the  eUve  trade  to  the 
OommitCee  for  the  District  of  OolTimbia,  re- 
marking that  he  believed  the  question  on  this 
sabject  had  not  been  distinGtiT  med. 

Hr.  Bbown  moved  to  lay  tbia  motion  on  the 
table ;  which  was  aocordinglr  ordered,  yeas 
and  naya,  on  the  call  of  Ur.  Swirr,  as  fitUows : 

Tub. — Meesra.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cal- 
booD,  ClaTtoii,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Eine  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Uoore,  Ni<£olas,  Norrell, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Rugflea,  Strange,  Tallnuu^e, 
Walker,  White,  Wrigh^-2«. 

Kats.— Ueans.  Hendricks,  Knight,  HcLean,  NUea, 
Tteatia,  Bobbins,  Sonthard,  SwUt,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Websto^ll. 

Ceuion  of  tM  PubUo  Lmdt. 

Hr.  Oalhoun  introdaced  as  a  Habstantive 
proposition,  and  in  form  of  a  bill,  the  amend- 
ment he  had  the  day  before  moved  to  the  land 
bill;  which  proposes  a  cession  of  the  public 
lands,  on  certein  conditions  therein  specified, 
to  tiie  States,  respectively,  in  which  they  lie. 
It  was  read  once,  and,  by  nnanimons  consent, 
received  its  second  reading. 

2^.  Oalbouit  sud  that  he  wished  it  to  be' 
nfnrred  to  the  Committee  on  PnbUo  Lands,  or 
to  a  select  committer  as  the  Sou^  might 
dioose. 

Hr.  BoBmaov  moved  to  reto  the  Mil  to  a 
select  committee.  The  Oommittee  on  Pnblic 
liands  were  already  burdened  with  business, 
and  he  was  dealrons  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
presenting  his  whole  views  on  uue  snl^ect  in 
&e  finrn  (tf  arepOTt 


Fbidat,  February  10; 

Ur.  Ghdhdt,  from  the  joint  oommittee  ap- 
pointed to  wnt  on  the  Hon.  Maktdi  Tak  Bu- 
KEN,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  elected 
Preddent  of  the  United  States,  reported  that 
they  had  performed  the  doty  asdgned  to  them, 
and  had  received  for  answer  that  he  deured  to 
raptess  the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertained 
of  the  distinguished  honor  which  his  fellow- 
dtizena  had  conferred  on  him ;  and  requested 
tbem  to  assure  their  respective  Houses  that 
they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  endeavors  to 
execute  the  responsible  trust  which  devolved 
on  him,  in  a  manner  moat  oonduoiTe  to  the 
pabUointweat 

.T^Tbfi  BeeeivahU  By  the  UdmU  TVttuurv  in 
Paymeni  for  PubUe  ZfOndM,  Outtm  Sbuu 
DrUiea  and  oth«r  Dutt. 

TiM  Senate  nroceeded  to  the  omrideraticm 
of  the  bill  todeaignateandlhnitthakiiuUof 
fimds  receivable  for  the  potdio  revenue. 


[BtewuKT.  1837. 

Htibbabd  moved  an  amendment  to  tiie 
bill,  requiring  the  re^iBters  and  ree^voa  to 
receive  tiie  same  scrip  m  payment  for  the  pabUo 
lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Clat  remarked  that  the  bill  in  its  present 
form  left  the  Treasury  order  unrescinded,  the 
subject  of  that  order  being  still  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury. 
He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to  offer, 
which,  if  accepted  by  Hr.  Hubbabd  as  a  part 
of  his,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  re- 
concile him  to  the  bifi.  This  amendment  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  lawful  for  the  Se<^tary 
of  the  Treasury  to  make  any  discrimination  m 
the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue. 

Hr.  HnraaBD  accepted  this  addition  to  his 
amendment ;  which  ameildment,  bo  amendedf 
was  adc^ed. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ykab. — Uessrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Crittendm,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Daria,  Ewlng 
of  mintns,  Eiring^of  OUo,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alahatna,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  UcLean,  Moore,  Nidiolas,  Nilea^ 
Norrell,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rivee^ 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Ttnnlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  W^ieter, 
White— 41. 

Nats.— Keasn.  Barton,  linn,  Uorris,  Bi^ea^ 
Wright— «. 


Satdvoat,  February  11. 

Vice  Pre$ident  deet. 

Hr.  Gbuitot,  from  the  jdnt  committee  ap- 

Jointed  to  wut  on  the  honorable  BicHAm>  H. 
OHHBON,  of  Kentucky,  and  inform  him  that  lie 
had  been  elected  by  the  Senate  to  the  office 
of  Vice  President  the  United  States,  reported 
that,  on  Saturday  last,  th^  had  perflDrmed  that 
duty,  and  had  received  the  fiulowiug  letter, 
whica  thoy  were  requested  to  present  to  the 
Senate: 

Ih  the  Senate  of  the  United  Siatet  : 

GunxKuKK:  I  have  recdred,  with  no  ordiitaiy 
emolifHis,  the  nolioe,  through  yodr  oommittee,  otmj 
election  to  the  office  <tf  ^ce  FMddent  ot  Oe  DUted 
States  by  the  Senate.  I  accept  the  station  asdgned 
me.  This  token  of  regard  from  the  representadres 
of  the  States  irill  ever  be  held  in  grateliil  recollection. 
Permit  me  to  tender  you  my  uncere  thanks. 

Observing  that  your  decision  is  in  harmony  with  a 
minority  of  the  States  and  a  moiety  of  all  the  elec- 
tors in  the  primary  coll^;e8,  my  gratification  is 
hri^tened,  mta  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  In 
the  exercise  of  th^  oonstitatiooal  prerogative,  con- 
curred with  uid  omfirmed  the  wi^es  both  of  the 
States  and  the  pec^e.  Called,  in  virtue  of  this  pre- 
ferment, to  preride  in  the  deliberations  of  your  en- 
lightened body,  from  and  aliet  the  Sd  of  ICanh  next, 
permit  me  to  make  use  of  this  'tmtortonity  to  say 
that  I  cannot  feel  htseoEdUe  to  dimealties  iriuch  I 
must  anticipate,  and  tin  frequent  oooarion  I  may 
hare  fbr  yonr  fbrbeaiuiee.  Tiioii(di  tbrtidc^yeus 
amemberof  <me  or  the  other  of  Hie  two  Hooasa  of 
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[Suum 


Ooogren,  yet  I  bmn  mra  been  Kcostomed  to  pre- 
*Ie,  «nB  temponrily,  over  dtber,  or  in  any  ddib- 
mtiTe  uBeidUy.  My  attention  hu  generally  been 
iBnosBed  by  the  more  ImmedUte  acts  of  l^islaUon, 
viuout  special  regard  to  the  minuteness  of  rales  and 
wden,  BO  necessary  to  the  progress  of  business,  and 
■>  important  for  Uie  observance  of  the  preoding 
officer. 

Goatempkthig  the  character  ot  mj  diatinguiflhed 
predeoesson,  and  conaidering  my  defideney  in  point 
of  talent,  and  the  irant  of  experience  fbr  the  iq>pro- 
priate  duties  of  the  station,  it  ia  fmpoadUe  for  me  to 
orercome  entirely  the  diffidence  with  vfaidi  I  meet 
this  call  of  my  felloir-citizenB.  But  this  reflection 
will  ahnys  otmaole  me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part 
■win  eflbet  me  personaUy  nther  than  tiie  public ;  the 
taldi^uice  tiie  Senate  will  eowd  the  oomitrj  from 
ay  iagary  that  might  result  frnn  the  Imperfections 
of  its  preaidiDg  officer,  and  its  magnanimity  wiH  cover 
these  unperfectiona  with  the  veil  of  diarity.  In  this 
emdudon,  I  find  a  warrant  in  contemplating  amotw 
the  members  of  your  body  so  many  friends  wiu 
vbom  I  hare  been  aasoriated  in  public  life.  It  is 
only  hi  tioe  event  of  an  equal  ^vision  o(  the  Senate 
that  the  {Residing  officer  Is  called  upon  to  give  his 
vote.  Mj  hope  \  that  tiiere  may  be  always  suffi- 
cisBt  mamBity  to  prevent  snc^  a  ccmtingency.  If, 
bowew,  it  should  li^>pen,  this  doty  will  be  &miliar 
to  me,  and  I  shall  perform  it  without  embarrassment 
in  ezerasing  ttua  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  in- 
d^Kenee  ibat  I  have  ever  extended  to  others,  where 
dHfceneeo  <tf  cylniim  existed. 

To  the  Senate,  the  most  important  tnuts  are  oobl- 
Idtted.  Its  duties  are  iMidative,  executive,  and,  in 
certain  con  tinge  nciea,  judicial.  As  dtizens,  every 
branch  of  onr  Government  is  dear  to  us ;  but,  from 
my  more  immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  choice, 
I  shall  r^ard  it  with  special  interest  It  stands  pra- 
cniQeot  £d  talent  and  charact».  In  premding  over 
Mi  dtfiberatioDS,  it  diaD  be  my  cAbrt  to  act  wi£  pei^ 
ftet  ttaaect  and  impaitiality  towards  every  men^, 
nd  endeavor,  1^  tola  oonrse  of  conduct,  to  merit 
teappnlMtfoncfalL 

R.  K.  JOHNSON. 
Car  or  Wjkaeiiranur,  Mb.  10, 1887. 

Cettum  of  the  Fuhlie  Lond$. 

The  bm  (Hr.  Cuaow's)  to  cede  tbe  public 
landa,  on  oertain  c<Hiditirau,  to  the  new  States, 
came  ^  in  its  order  for  a  second  reading. 

The  ooDititDtionality-  and  expediency  of  this 
Boarion  -mm  diaoiused  by  HesBra.  OAiaouir, 

BinHBABD,K0BnLL,WlBnEB,8snB%WALKXR, 

Kna^  Sobubov,  SorausD,  Tipxoh,  and  Bo* 
coMMAM^  when  toe  tnQ  vas  Im  npmi  the  tabla 
1^  the  fidktwing  vote : 

YxAS.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buduman,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewfng  of  Ohio,  Hubbaid, 
Kent,  Knl^t  Iffles,  Page,  Faiter,  Prentiee,  Rives, 
Bt^ns,  Buffilca,  Bonthiud,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tjllmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webeter,  Wri^t— 

l^ATS^Heasra;  Benton,  Blad:,  Calhoun,  Ewing 
«  Ulinola,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendri<^  Kiw  of  Ala- 
*ttia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Moutoiu  Ni^^  Nor- 
^  Pteston,  Bobinaon,  Sevier,  llpton,  Walker, 

The  Senate  tbeaprooMded  to  take  up  a  bill 


making  provision  for  the  collection  of  mate- 
rials and  the  porchase  of  sites  for  certain  forti- 
ficationa  thwein  dengnated.  [It  appropriates 
about  a  milllw  and  a  half  of  dollars  to  tjiese 
objeotsj 

^  Mr.  CjuTntNUEir  demanded  fhrther  informa- 
tion in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  work% 
the  estimates  upon  which  the  appropriations 
were  founded,  and  the  total  expense  of  com- 
pleting the  works  for  which  this  bill,  appro- 
priating a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  pro- 
posed only  to  make  preparation. 

Mr.  Bbktoh,  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, who  hiid  reported  the  bill,  stated,  in 
reply,  that  it  was  identically  the  same  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session. 
The  Senator  was,  therefore,  in  possession  of 
fall  information  in  regard  to  it 

Mr,  SocrraABD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of 
its  features.  It  was  a  carrring  out  of  the  plan 
which  had  been  laid  down  hj  Qeneral  Bernard. 
And  though  tiie  scheme  of  defence  by  fortifi- 
cations proposed  by  that  celebrated  en^eer 
might  have  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  state  of 
the  country  at  that  period,  its  condition  had 
since  been  so  greatly  changed,  by  the  increase 
of  its  population  and  the  augmentation  of  its 
power,  that  many  of  the  features  of  the  pUn 
were  no  longer  necessary,  and  might  advan- 
tageously be  dispensed  with.  The  improve- 
ments which  had  been  made  in  the  means  for 
transportation  of  the  munitions  of  war  rendered 
it  now  a  comparatively  easy  thing  to  concen- 
trate large  bodies  of  the  militia  at  any  point 
that  might  be  threatened  by  a  foe.  And  thus 
the  necessity  of  many  forts  ottierwise  requiute 
was  superseded.  And  forta,  if  not  jndi^onaly 
located,  were  not  only  of  no  vfllnaUe  serrioe^ 
but,  owing  to  the  train  of  consequences 
draw  after  them,  were  a  podtive  evil. 

The  bill  being  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Beitton  demand  &e  yeas  and  nm; 
which  were  taken,  as  fbllows : 

Yeis.— MeasTf.  Bentm,  Budunan,  Dana,  PoHon, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nidiolap,  Niles,  Norrell,  Page, 
Bobbins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  BtraDge,  TaUmadge,  ifp. 
ton,  Tomlinson,  Walkffl,  Wall,  Wrirfit— 26. 

Nats.— Mews.  Black,  Oalhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Preotias,.  Botnnson,  Southard,  foence,  Swift. 
Webeter,  mUe-Ss!  ^ 


ICoNDAT,  Febmaiy  18. 
Trad6  Kxth  Belgium. 

Mr.  BuoHANAiT,  from  the  Oommittee  oo 
Foreign  Relations,  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  oon- 
sider  a  bill  from  the  Honae,  nspeoting  the 
duties  on  Belgian  vessels  and  their  oaigoea. 
The  bill  having  been  taken  up. 

Mr.  BuoHUTAN  briefly  explained  its  object 
By  the  act  of  1824,  this  Government  had 
oflfered  to  all  nations  to  receive  their  products 
in  their  own  vessels  on  the  same  terms  as  they 
should  receive  onr  products  in  our  veraela. 
Holland  had  refowd  theae  terms,  and  impoaed 
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a  disorinmating  dat7  of  ten  per  cent,  ia  &Tor 
of  their  own  veeeels.  "We  might,  aooordiDg  to 
the  principles  of  that  act,  have  done  ijie  same, 
as  a  conntervailing  measure,  in  &Tor  of  om*  own 
navigation;  but  as,  notwithstanding  the  doty 
of  ten  per  cent.,  oar  own  navigation  continued 
to  ei^oy  almost  the  whole  <a  the  trade  be- 
tween Holland  and  the  United  Statesy  nothing 
farther  was  done,  and  the  vends  of  Hcdland 
were  allowed  to  «ita-  oar  pnlia  on  the  same 
temia  with  oar  own.  This  was  befbre  the 
separation  of  Belgimn  from  Holluid :  but  after 
that  Beparation,  on  the  vessels  c£  Belgimn  pre- 
senting themselves  tor  the  first  time  In  our 
ports,  a  discriminating  dnty  was  demanded 
of  them,  although  none  was  demanded  from 
Dotoh  ships.  As  this  seemed  a  hardfdiip,  tiie 
present  bill  has  been  introduced,  in  order  to 
put  Belgian  vess^  on  tbe  same  footing  wi^ 
those  of  Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was 
inserted  in  the  bill,  empowering  the  President, 
whenever  droumstances  should,  in  his  opinion, 
render  it  expedient,  to  enforce  the  act  (n  1824 
against  both  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels. 

llr.  Out  ftarther  explained  tbe  case,  con- 
fiiming  the  statements  made  1^  Ifr.  Bvohabait, 
(tf  whom,  however,  be  inqnired  whether  in- 
ftnnataon  had  been  obtained  by  him  as  to  the 
present  proirarUon  between  Dutch  and  Ameri- 
can navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with 
Holland,  as,  in  18S6,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
were  rather  gaining  upon  us. 

lb*.  BnoHANAK  repUed  that  he  had  not,  bat 
would  make  the  inquiry  at  the  Department, 
and  have  the  facts  reiady  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate, 
and  ordered  to  its  third  reading. 


WsDKBSDAT,  Tebnxtj  IS. 
Trade  iDith  Belgium, 

The  bin  reneetiDg  the  ^smiminatiDg  duties 
on  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes 
oomingnp  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Buchanan  sud  uiat,  when  this  bill  was 
before  the  8«iate  yesterday,  he  had  promised 
to  ascertain  from  the  Department  the  com- 
parative state  of  the  Dutch  and  American 
tonnage,  aa  employed  in  the  Holland  trade 
during  tbe  past  year.  He  bad  done  so;  and 
it  appeared  from  the  resnlt  that  the  amonnt 
of  Dntoh  tonnage  was  increasing  rapidly  on  the 
American.  He  did  not  know  wnether  this  was 
owing  to  the  disoriminatmg  duty  imposed  by 
the  Dutch  Ctovemmeotin  fovor  of  tn^  own 
vesscto  in  Dutch  ports,  or  notj  but  if  sooh 
was  the  fact,  then  tbe  provisions  <tf  the  act  tif 
1824  should  be  promptly  applied  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Hr.B.  then  read  uie  following  statement: 
In  the  year  1884^  the  amount  of  American 
tonnage  in  this  trade  was  0n  round  nnm- 

bers)  17,000  tons. 

In  1885,    -      .      .      -  ■    16,000  " 
In  1886,    ...      -       8,500  " 
while  tbe  amounts  of  Dutch  t<Hmage,  on  the 
c<mtrary,  had  proporticmbly  diminiined. 
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In  1884,  the  Dutch  tonnage  was  1,661  tnu. 

In  1886,    -      -      -      -  8,068 

In  1886,    -      -   .   -      -        6,401  « 

Mr.  Out  said  that,  when  we  saw,  for  ttms 
Buooessive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  Ameri- 
can tonnage,  and  a  regular  increase  of  the  cotn< 
*petinK  foreign  tonnage,  there  could  be  no  AatHit 
that  botb  results  proceeded  team  a  oommoB 
oanse.  Hie  act  (tf  1824  proceeded  on  tiieu1n< 
oiple  of  entire  andperieot  rediwocity.  That 
princij^e  had  been  d^wrted  ftxmi  by  the  Gor- 
emment  of  Holland,  wMle  Belgium  vaa  ia 
union  with  Holland.  There  was  much  reaaoa 
to  believe  that  the  present  relaUve  oonditiot 
of  the  navigation  of  America  and  of  Hollaad 
was  the  result  of  that  departure.  TToder  those 
circmnstanoes,  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  w^  refuse  to  pass  the  present 
biU,  which  did  nothing  but  put  Hollaiid  snd 
Bel^nm  oa  the  same  footing^  the  Ezecntivft 
was  bound  to  enforce  the  proviBions  of  the  act 
of  1824  to  both  Governments.  He  tniated  this 
wotdd  be  done. 

Ur.  Davis,  who  bad  not  been  present  when 
tbe  bill  was  introduced,  was  desiious  that  the 
bUl  should  lie  over  for  <»ie  di^,  in  order  tliat 
he  might  have  an  opportmiity  to  look  a  little 
into  the  returns  stating  the  existing  oonditiui 
of  the  trade,  with  &  view  of  Judging  of  the  tnia 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  things.  Fo6n% 
this  act  might  be  constmed  as  an  evidence  titai 
this  Government  was  prepared  to  extend  tbe 
relaxation  of  tiie  provisionB  of  the  act  of  1^ 
though  he  was  very  sure  the  Senator  who  in- 
trodnced  the  bill  had  no  such  intention. 

Hr.  Bdohaitan  cononrred  in  tbe  views  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
explained  that  the  proviso  in  tlus  bill  had  bees 
introdnoed  with  an  express  view  to  enable  the 
Preaidait  to  umlv  the  pTDvinws  of  tine  act  <^ 
1824  to  both  Holiuid  and  Belgium. 

Mr.  Odthbbct  contended  t^at  the  true  stand- 
ard by  whioh  to  judge  of  the  existing  indnl- 
genoe  to  Holland,  was  not  the  immediate  efhd 
of  it  on  the  comparative  navigi^on  of  the  two 
countries,  bnt  its  effect  aa  an  example  and  a 
precedent,  which  was  likely  to  indnce  otbor 
nations  to  pursue  tbe  same  coarse  which  bad 
been  adopted  by  the  Dntdi  GovenuneDt. 

The  bill  was  passed. 


Satuedat,  February  18. 

Mr.  BiKTOir  presmted  the  credentiaLi  ol 
H(m.  IdBwn  F.  Larav,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Hissonri,  iae 
slz  Tears  from  and  after  the  4th  of  Uarcih  next 

Pc^tn  <if  Mr.  Maduon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RoBBtRs,  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  purcbose  of  the  mann- 
scripts  of  the  late  President  Madison,  was 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  KoBBiNs  sud :  I  consider  this  work  of 
Mr.  MwUson,  now  proposed  to  be ^ven  to  the 
world  nnder  the  patr<Hiage  of  thb  Gtayemment, 
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PtgMn  if  Mr.  Mediam. 


[Sekatb. 


M  the  most  Talnable  oce  to  mankiod  that  has 
appeared  Binoe  the  days  when  Bacoa  gave  to 
ue  world  his  Nowm  Organon.  Thatprodaced 
that  revolntion  in  analytios,  whioh  has  produced 
the  inunense  superiority  of  the  modems  over 
the  ancieata  in  the  laiowledge  of  nature,  and 
in  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  hnman 
Bfe-^e  liniit  of  that  knowledge.  With  B&oon 
it  was  a  mere  theory;  a  the(»7,  howeTer, 
which  he  fondly  cihaished,  and  oonfldentl>' 
believed  wonid  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of 
the  most  magnificent  resnlts ;  hot  in  the  hands 
of  Newton,  and  of  his  other  disciples  and  fol- 
lower, it  became  a  practical  ^ide  to  those 
astonishing  discoveries  which,  m  their  oonse- 

Sienoee,  have,  among  other  things,  converted 
oee  elements  of  natm-e  before  enpposed  to  be, 
only  to  be  controlled  by  the  same  almighty 
hand  which  formed  them,  into  the  ministers 
and  agents  of  man,  obedient  to  his  will,  and 
Bobae^ent  to  hia  nee.  It  has  enabled  man  to 
draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  nature ;  to  in- 
■pect  her  mechanism ;  and  to  avail  himself  of 
her  princ^des  for  the  angment^on  his  own 
power.  It  has  ^ren  him  power  after  power ; 
and  is  still  going  on  to  give  him  power  upon 

Kwer,  aa  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
mdleas  fields^  and  in  nu][jnj|  discovery  upon 
disooTeiy;  and  to  this  growmg  increase  of 
human  power,  no  human  being  can  now  assign 
the  possible  limits.  True,  it  has  not  enabled 
man,  as  it  was  fkbled  of  him  by  the  poets  of 
old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  the  heavens ;  bat  it 
has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — ^it  has 
enabled  hina  to  become  on  humble  pupil  in  the 
sdiool  of  the  Divine  Artist ;  and,  by  studying 
hia  models,  to  copy  his  agencies,  though  at  the 
immeasurable  di^ance  which  separates  a  finite 
from  the  infinite  being. 

As  this  Oi^;anon  of  Baoon  has  been  the 
beacon-Ii^t  to  mankind  to  gnlde  him  to  the 
true  philosophy,  and  to  the  improvement  of 
his  physical  condition,  so  will  this  work  of 
Uadtson,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  his  beacon- 
fight  to  guide  him  to  the  true  science  free 
^vemmcot,  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 
poUtical  condition.  The  science  of  free  gov- 
onment,  the  most  difficult  of  ^  the  sciences, 
by  far  the  most  difficult,  whilst  it  is  the  most 
important  to  mankind ;  of  all  the  slowest  in 
growth,  the  latest  in  maturity.  *  Not  the  science 
which  has  penetrated  the  causes  and  explained 
to  tnauldna  the  phenomena  of  the  heavens  is 
ao  difficolt ;  that  has  been  foond  of  easier  and 
more  rapid  attainment.  Aideed,  the  difScnlties 
to  be  overcome  in  evolving  titia  science  are  so 
great,  that  we  are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy 
advances,  than  at  its  final  snooess.  In  the  first 
^ace,  it  requires  the  deepest  and  most  perfect 
insight  into  the  nature  of  man:  of  man  not 
only  in  hi^general  nature,  but  as  modified  by 
•oclety;  which  everywhere  has  superinduced 
and  clothed  him  with  a  seccmd  nature,  denomi- 
nated habit;  and  that  as  diversified  as  the 
countries  he  Inhabits.  Then  it  requires  that 
ftcatty  of  comurehenaive  combination,  whioh 
Tob  xnL— IS 


is  the  rarest  of  all  the  gifts  of  God  to  man,  and 
whieh,  whenever  and  wherever  it  appears, 
seems  destined  to  produce  an  era  in  human 
afilairs ;  a  faculty  of  combining  into  a  whole, 
where  the  elements  to  be  combined  are  so 
various  as  to  be  almost  infinite ;  a  whole  per- 
fect in  relatim  to  all  its  parta,  and  its  parta 
perfect  in  relation  to  the  whole.  Besides,  ^ 
peifMt  model  of  the  free  govenunent  ia  not 
like  the  perfect  model  of  Aiy  other  science. 
Of  eve^  other  science,  the  perfect  mod^  any- 
where is  the  perfect  model  everywhere,  and 
everywhere  alike  perfect.  The  perfect  watch 
at  Washington,  for  instance,  is  the  perfect  watoh 
at  Canton,  and  so  all  over  the  globe ;  but  not  so 
the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government :  tha^ 
though  the  principles  are  the  same  everywhere, 
the  form  varies  as  the  circumstances  vary,  of 
the  people  by  whom  it  is  established ;  to  whioh 
circumstances  it  must  always  be  equated  and 
made  to  conform. 

Here,  with  us,  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome 
in  this  achievement,  from  the  nature  of  the 
elements  to  be  combined,  were  rtmpendondy 
great  In  lookhig  back  to  those  mffioolldefl^ 
that  they  were  overcome  at  all  appears  to  me 
now  little  less  than  a  prodigy ;  and  it  still  fills 
me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  combina- 
tion was  required  Uiat  would  produce  a  struc- 
ture, perfectly  anomalous  in  the  history  of 
human  Governments ;  and  ench  a  structure  was 
produced,  and  as  perfect  as  it  was  novel.  Here 
were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over  a 
vast  territory — that  stretching  and  to  stretch 
almost  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun — this 
scattered  and  countless  multitude  were  to  be 
ruled  in  freedom  as  one  people,  and  by  the 
popular  will — that  will  to  be  uncontivUed  in 
Itself,  and  controlling  every  thing.  Sodi  an 
achievement,  the  most  enl^tened  fiiends  of 
freedom  and  human  ri^^ta,  m  all  countries  and 
in  all  ages,  had  deem^  to  be  morally  and 
physically  impossible.  Besides,  here  were 
thirteen  States,  and  all  the  other  States  to  be 
formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without 
being  destroyed  as  States,  to  be  so  combined  as 
to  form,  in  the  general  aspect,  but  one  simple 
Government;  with  all  the  unity  and  energy  of 
one  simple  GoTemment;  powerful  alike  to 
assert  and  maiiitain  all  their  rights  as  a  nation, 
against  all  other  nations ;  and  the  rights  of  every 
individual,  all  over  this  boundless  domun, 
against  every  aggressor;  that  is,  a  Govern- 
ment egnally  fitted  and  efficient  for  all  the  pnr^ 
poses  of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  achievement 
often  before,  and  under  much  more  favorable 
circnmstanc^  because  upon  a  much  more 
limited  scale,  had  been  attempted,  but  never ' 
before  accomplished  ;  as  is  but  too  well  attested 
by  the  histones  and  the  destinies  of  all  the  con- 
federacies that  before  had  ever  existed  on  the 
earth. 

Those  confederacies  had  all  proved  signal 
failures  as  effective  Governments,  both  in  war 
and  peace ;  and  entirely  for  the  want  of  that 
form  of  structure  and  principle  of  combination. 
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that  would  reooQcUfl  absolate  Bovereigntj'  in 
the  nstion  with  eoTereignt;  in  tha  Statee,  as 
parts  of  one  natioa — aa  consistent  and  harmo- 
nioiM  parts  of  one  snpreme  soTOTeignt;'.  This 
principle,  nnexplored  and  nnknoirn  before,  vas 
developed  and  displayed,  most  happily  so,  in 
the  sbuctore  ct  onr  confederate  ana  national 
repnhlio. 

This  w<ak  now  proposed  to  be  pnhUshed  will 
nnfbld  to  as  all  uie  steps  of  that  diTerdfied 
analjsifl  and  disoovery  wnich  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  resnlt. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
sult itflelf— namely,  the  constitatioD— of  itself 
and  by  itself^  will  he  enoagh  for  the  instmotion 
of  mankind  on  this  sabject,  are  much  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  difl^renoe  between  the 
knowledge  which  is  acqnired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically ;  the  latter 
la  but  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  is  the  conseqaenoe  of  other  knowl- 
adge.  Synthesis  gives  to  ns  a  general  truth, 
bnt  acqnired  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of  other 
frnit;  analyda  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same 
genml  trntti,  bnt  pnta  ns  on  the  track  of  in- 
Tention  and  diaeoveiy,  snd  is  always  f^ile 
<rf  other  and  often  of  better  fi^t ;  synthesis 
oanieB  as  to  a  fountain-head,  bat  never 
beyond :  bat  analysis  carries  ns  beyond, 
and  to  the  foootain  of  that  fountain ;  it  places 
us  upon  an  minence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks the  general  truth  in  the  wide  survey  it 
©ommandfl  and  givee  to  us ;  and  as  to  that  gen- 
eral truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  bat  to  apply  it  more  sucoess- 
ftally.  This  is  Kt  once  a  branch  and  the  great 
instrtunent  of  that  primal  philosophr  of  which 
Baooa  speaks,  and  whose  cultivaUon  he  so  high- 
ly reoommends— the  philosophy  of  philosophy ; 
we  OMnmon  mother  of  all  t£e  sedenoes,  and  by 
wU(A  alone  their  boundaries  can  be  extended. 
He  ocMDparee  it  to  the  Bweoynthia,  whom  the 
poetBof  idd&bled  tobe  themothw  of  all  thegoda : 

"OmtiM  evIlMdH,  omiMiMnamalta 

Of  sooh  is  the  nature^  and  such  wiH  be*  the 
firoita  to  mankind,  of  the  work  now  proposed 
to  be  ^ven  to  the  world. 

Farther  to  awaken  our  sennbility  on  this 
subject,  I  need  not  remind  the  Senate  how 
much  we  owe  to  a  name  that  is  to  render  the 
name  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  other 
on  this  globe ;  the  elamm  et  vaiarabUe  nomen. 
Kations  have  lived  upon  the  earth  who  have 
become  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory 
ot  manldad;  but  never  when  the  clarum  et 
wmmKA)  wmm  had  illustrated  their  annals. 
The  elarum  et  wMrabiU  nomen  is  the  true  elixir 
of  national  immortality.  Vhat  has  fills  coun- 
try, what  can  she  ever  have,  that  would  be  aa 
equivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  name  of 
her  Washington  ?  that  star  of  stars  in  the  dia- 
dems that  sparkle  on  the  brow  of  nations} 
Kot  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the  brow  of 
Greece ;  not  the  diadem  that  sparkles  on  the 
Iwow  OS  Borne,  haa  one  OS  equal,  brilliancy. 
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No ;  it  stands  peerless  aa,  the  earth,  and  alone 
in  glory.  Thoagh  it  can  never  be  a  cob  test 
whose  name  b  to  do  tiie  most  honor  to  oar 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  carry  her 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblazoned  by 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generatione 
of  mankind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  the  names  to  du^ 
ter  around  his,  and  to  form  the  oonstell^ioii 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  olt  American 
worthies,  not  one  will  ever  shine  with  a  purer, 
witli  a  brighter,  or  more  inextangoiahableinstre 
than  that  of  Madison. 

If^  then,  this  appropriation  was  merely  te 
express  a  nation's  gratitude  to  a  nati<Hi*8  bsue- 
faotor,  it  would  be  the  least  it  would  become 
her  to  make.  But,  besides  that,  we  are  to  con- 
sider that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this  cODntiy,  ind 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  inetmction,  vriiose 
value  no  money  can  measure,  no  flgiuea  can 
express. 

Mr.  OALHOtTN  had  listened  with  pleasure  and 
delight  to  the  venerable  gentieman  from  Rhode 
Island,  (Mr.  Bobbins,)  and  he  cdndded  in 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  indebted  to 
Mr.  Madison,  at  least  as  much  aa  to  any  other 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  whicb 
we  live.  !bide«!,  he  might  be  said  to  bar* 
done  more  for  our  institutions  than  any  man 
now  living,  or  that  had  gone  before  him. 

A  ^at  and  efficient  i^d  he  was,  undoubt- 
edly, in  forming  the  Qovemment.  But  there 
was  another  great  act  which  would  immortalixe 
him  in  the  eyes  of  posterity — ^the  pn^bund  and 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our  Govran- 
ment  in  his  celebrated  Virginia  report  In  hto 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document 
that  issued  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Madison— one 
from  which  Mr.  0.  had  derived  more  infonna- 
tion,  and  a  profounder  insight  into  onr  €krv«n- 
ment,  than  all  the  other  doooments  be  had 
pemaed. 

Now,  if  be  understood  the  otject  in  view,  it 
was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  great  and  fondar- 
mental  prindples  of  Mr.  Madison  himael^  an 
adherence  to  which  be  (Mr.  0.)  solonoly  be- 
lieved, would  give  durability  to  the  Govon- 
ment  under  which  we  were  now  living. 

He  wished  at  some  other  time  (as  ho  was 
not  prepared  at^this  time)  to  be  heard  on  the 
subject,  when  he  would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the 
Senate  that,  in  giving  our  assent  to  the  appro- 
priation asked  for,  we  should  not  honor  the 
name  of  Madison.  Mr.  0.  would  postpone 
what  he  had  to  say  until  the  third  reading  of 
thereaolation ;  and,  in  the  mean  time.  Senators 
woidd  have  an  opportaiiity  of  coming  to  ft  fbU 
understanding  of  the  aotdect 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  engroaaed 
for  a  third  readuig.  ^ 

The  United  StcUee  and  MenAoh—Redrem  to  ht 
Demanded. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  presented  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Forelgu  Belatitma,  to  irtuna 
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WM  referred  the  meenge  of  tiie  Proddenfe  of  the 
Ihiited  States  of  the  6th  iosUnt,  wfth  the  MXXHDptny* 
tag  dDcoments,  on  the  adject  of  the  prcseiit  rtate  M 
our  idaUons  irith  Hexieo,  rmort : 

That  they  hare  giTen  to  this  sabjeet  that  seriooa 
■ad  deliberate  oooaideratkm  vUdi  its  importance 
demands,  and  wfaidk  any  droomstancee  calcalated  to 
inlernipt  ovr  fHendlj  relatkns  nKk  the  Hedcan  re- 
public would  necessarily  insore.  From  the  doeo- 
menta  sabmitted  to  the  committee,  it  appean  that, 
erer  dnce  the  reTolation  of  1822,  wbidi  separated 
Mexico  flom  ^>ain,  and  even  for  some  years  before, 
dw  United  States  hare  had  repeated  causes  of  just 
complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities.  From 
time  to  time,  as  these  insnlts  and  u^juries  hare  oc- 
raned,  demands  for  aatisfactim  and  redress  have 
been  made  hf  oar  sncoesdTe  pofaKo  mlnislets  at  tfie 
dty  of  Hexieo ;  but  almost  all  these  demands  hare 
lUiCTto  proved  imaTalling. 

h  nd^t  hare  been  expected  that,  after  the  date  of 
the  treaty  Of  amity,  commerce,  and  navtoation,  con- 
doded  between  the  two  repoblica  on  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thonsmd  eight  hmidred  and  Ihirty-ime, 
tbiese  cmoKa  of  complaint  woald  have  ceased  to  exist. 
That  treaty  so  dnriy  defines  the  rights  and  the  duties 
of  the  nspectire  parties,  that  it  seems  ahnost  im- 
poanble  to  misondentand  or  to  mistake  them.  The 
oMnmittee,  notwithstanding,  r^^t  to  be  compelled 
lo  state  that  all  the  caiues  of  oomphdnt  against  Mex- 
ico, iriiidi  hare  been  specially  notioed  in  the  corre- 
ipOBdotee  referred  to  them,  bare  oocurred  since  the 
coodnaion  of  this  treaty. 

We  forbear  from  altering  hito  any  mfainte  detail 
flf  onr  grievances.  The  enumeraUon  of  each  indi- 
vfdval  ease,  with  its  attendant  drcumstancee,  even  if 
the  committee  were  in  posaession  of  sufflcient  mar 
terials  to  make  such  a  compilation,  is  rendered  on- 
■loCBBMy,  from  the  view  wbidi  they  have  taken  of 
the  aabject  These  oaws  are  lU  rafened  to  in  the 
ioemmmi  No.  81,  antided  "t^afans  on  Kexloo,"  in 
As  iMa  of  Instmcticms  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  Hr. 
Bn^  <rf  Ae  KKh  of  July,  1886,  and  in  the  anbse- 
^oent  eomnondenoe  betwem  Mr.  Eafis  and  Mr. 
MmwstetVsttWHiti]^  Ueideaii  IQnMer  For^ 
JJUn. 

If  the  Goremment  of  the  TTuted  States  were  dis- 
poaed  to  exact  strict  and  prompt  redress  from  Mex- 
ioo,  yoor  committee  might,  with  justice,  reoommend 
an  imottediate  resort  to  war,  or  reprissla.  On  this 
nihicct,  howerer,  they  give  thdr  hearty  assent  to  the 
following  aentimenta,  contained  in  the  message  of  the 
PreiSBdent.  He  aaya:  "The  length  of  time  ^nce 
motae  of  the  iqjories  have  been  committed,  the  re- 
peated and  unaTailing  ^^cationa  for  redress,  the 
wanioa  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  the 
profwrty  and  penons  of  our  dtizens,  and  upon  the 
oflleefs  and  tig  of  Ae  United  States,  Independent  of 
recent  iiualta  to  this  Government  and  people  by  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  Justify, 
hi  the  eyes  4jf  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That 
lenedy,  ttowerer,  should  not  be  used  by  iust  and 
ge*eroaa  nations,  oonfldhig  in  their  strength,  for  in- 
^rica  oonmhtM,  If  it  can  be  lumorably  avdded ; 
ad  it  haa  occurred  to  me  that,  cotaddering  the  pres- 
csA  embarraased  condition  of  that  country,  we  dioold 
vidi  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by  ^ving  to 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  ntr  the  past, 
hdbte  we  take  redress  isto  our  own  huidaL" 

Ib  aflbrdiag  tliis  oi^mrtunity  to  the  Mexican  Oov- 
emment,  the  committee  would  sugeest  the  propriety 
jWHfay  llw  fbnu  reqidreA  by  Ae  S4th  artide  ctf 


the  treaty  with  Mexico,  In  all  eases  to  whidi  it  may 
be  applicable.  This  article  provides  that  "  if  (iihat, 
Indeed,  cannot  be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  con- 
tained in  the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  in- 
fracted in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipnlated  that 
nnther  of  the  contncting  puties  viU  order  or 
authorixe  any  ai^  of  repiiatu,  nor  declare  war  ag^nst 
the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or  damages,  until 
the  said  party  conridering  itself  oSbnded  tbm  firafe 
have  presented  to  the  other  a  statement  of  snoh  in-  ■ 
Juries  or  dami^esj  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  sadsfaction,  and  the  same 
shall  have  been  either  refbsed  or  unreasonably  de 
Uycd." 

After  such  a  demand,  should  pnnnpt  jusUoe  be  re- 
fused bj  the  Mexican  Qovermnent,  we  maif  qipeal  to 
all  natimis,  not  only  for  the  »imy  and  moderatitm 
wiA  whidi  we  shall  have  acted  towards  a  sister  re- 
public, but  for  the  necessity  whidi  will  then  compel 
us  to  seek  redress  for  our  wrongs,  «ther  by  acbud 
war  or  by  reprisals.  The  suliject  will  then  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  in  a  dear  and  distinct  form,  and  the 
oomndttee  cannot  doubt  but  that  sudi  measures  irill 
be  immetfii^y  adopted  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  vin- 
dicate the  honor  of  the  country,  and  insure  am[de 
reparation  to  our  injured  fellow-cttizens.  Tbej  leave 
the  mode  and  manner  of  making  tilds  demand  to  tiie 
Preudent  of  the  United  States. 

Before  concluding  their  report,  the  committee 
deem  it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarka  upon  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Qoroetixa,  the  late  envoy  extraordi- 
nary and  minister  pleidpoteQtUiy  of  the  Mexioin  le- 
pubtic  to  tiie  United  States.  In  r^ard  to  that  ftmo- 
tionary,  they  concur  fully  In  opinion  with  Mr.  For- 
syth, that  he  was  under  the  iimuence  of  prejudices 
whidi  distorted  and  discolored  every  otject  wbidi  he 
saw,  whilst  in  this  country.  On  the  IBtii  of  October, 
1836,  be  terminated  his  mission  by  deman^g  his 
passports.  And  for  what  reason  f  Because  the 
Pretident  refused  to  recall  tiie  orders  whidi  he  had 
issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forces  of  the 
United  Sti^  In  the  vidnity  of  Texas,  directing  him 
to  pass  the  frontier,  should  it  be  found  a  necessary 
measure  of  self-defence ;  but  prohUriting  him  from 
pursuing  this  course  nnless  the  Indiana  were  actual^ 
engaged  In  hostilities  against  the  dtizens  a[  the 
United  States,  or  he  had  undoubted  evidence  that 
such  hostilities  were  intended,  and  were  actually  pre- 
paring within  the  Mexican  territory, 

A  dvil  war  was  then  radng  in  Texas.  The  Texian 
troops  occupied  poritions  between  the  forces  of  Mex- 
ico and  the  wariike  end  restiess  tribes  of  Indfams 
along  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
manifest  tiiat  Medco  could  not  posdbly  restrain  by 
force  these  tribes  within  her  limits  ^t<m  hostile  tn- 
cuisions  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  at 
die  had  engaged  to  do  by  the  SSd  artide  of  the 
treaty.  No  matter  how  strong  may  have  been  her 
inclination,  the  ability  was  entirely  wanting.  Under 
such  circunstances,  what  became  the  duty  of  the 
Frerident  of  the  United  Stateat  If  be  entertained 
reasonable  aj^reheuslona  that  these  savages  medi- 
tated an  attack  from  the  Mexican  territory  against 
the  defenceless  dtizens  along  onr  frontier,  was^  he 
obliged  to  order  our  troops  to  stand  upon  the  line, 
and  wait  until  the  Indians,  who  know  no  rule  of  wai^ 
fiire  but  indiscriminate  carnage  and  {Sunder,  should 
actually  invade  our  territory  ?  To  state  the  propor- 
tion is  to  answer  the  question.  Under  audi  dreum- 
stances,  our  foroes  had  aright,  both  by  the  law  of 

Digitized  byCjOOglc 


194 


ABBIDaMENT  OF  THB 


Snunc] 


.  Tke  UnUti  Aotai  omI  Jfoiw— Avbww  to  he  DemmM. 


that  would  recoQcUe  abeolate  HOTereignty  in 
the  nation  with  sorereigntj  in  the  Btates,  as 
parts  of  one  nation — as  oonsistoit  and  harmo- 
nioae  parts  of  one  snpreme  Bovereigntr.  This 
priodple,  unexplored  and  unknown  before,  was 
developed  and  displayed,  most  happily  so,  in 
ihe  Btnotnre  ctf  oar  confederate  and  national 
rapnbUo. 

This  work  now  pn^xwed  to  be  published  will 
unfold  to  OS  all  the  stem  of  that  diversified 
analysis  and  discovery  which  lead  to  this  hap- 
py and  splendid  resolt. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  re- 
solt itself— namely,  the  constitnuon— of  itself 
■nd  by  itself,  will  be  enough  for  the  instmction 
of  mankind  on  this  subject,  are  much  mistaken. 
For  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
knowledge  which  is  acqnired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acqnired  synthetically ;  the  latter 
is  bnt  isolated  knowledge ;  the  former  is  knowl- 
edge that  ia  the  conseqaenoe  of  other  knowl- 
edge. STnthoMs  spves  to  ns  a  gencnRal  troth, 
bat  aoqn&ed  In  a  mode  that  is  barren  ot  other 
fruit;  aualyris  not  only  (^vea  to  ns  the  same 
general  tmtb,  but  pnts  ns  on  the  tiwsk  of  in- 
vention and  discovery,  and  is  always  fertile 
of  other  and  often  of  better  fhiit ;  i^tbesie 
oarries  ns  to  a  fountain-head,  bnt  never 
beyond :  but  analysis  carries  us  beyond, 
and  to  the  fountain  of  that  fountun ;  it  places 
ns  jxpoa  an  eminence  that  overtops  and  over- 
looks the  general  truth  in  the  wide  survey  it 
eommands  and  gives  to  ns ;  and  as  to  tliat  gen- 
eral trath,  it  enables  ns  not  only  to  comprehend 
it  more  perfectly,  but  to  apply  it  more  snccess- 
ftiDy.  This  is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great 
insbnment  of  that  primal  philosophy  of  which 
Baoon  speaks,  and  whose  cultivation  ne  so  high- 
Ij  recommends— the  pMosophy  ot  philoaqihy ; 
uie  common  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and  by 
which  alone  their  boundaries  can  be  extended. 
He  compares  it  to  the  Berecynthia,  wh<Ha  the 
poets  of  old  fabled  to  be  the  mot^.of  all  tl^|;oda : 

"OmacBtritMlMtflBuMaiitiWlAl  ~ 

Of  snch  is  the  nnlure,  and  such  wffl  be'  tht? 
fInaitB  to  mankind,  <jf  the?  work  now  proposed 
lo  bo  given  to  the  world. 

Further  to  flwflkcii  our  Bcnsibility  on  this 
subject,  I  iioivl  not  rcntiiid  tlie  Piiiiato  hovi- 
much  wo  owf  to  o  name  that  is  to  render  tbd 
Bteno  of  this  country  respectable  in  every  othe 
on  Oifa  globe ;  the  eiarum  st  wnen^Ue  ft«n*. 
Nations  1]ave  Ured  irpon  ti»  eirtii  wbo  ^ 
become  {<rtmct,  and  oeea  lost  Co-  tbft'n^ 
of  inAiilcind,-  bnt  norer  when  the  afo^ 

Tenerabite  fwmm  had  illnsk^ated  HuAi 

The  elanimel  r«n«rafttA»fto«Unfa  dk# 

of  national  3 m mortality. 

try,  what  <-fin  Mio  t-i 

equivalent  tn  }ii_*r  in 

hor  WftBhiiiptya 

dems  tbiit 

'Sot  the  ill 


No ;  it  stands  peerless  on  the  earth,  ^'^'^'^ 
in  glory.  Though  it  can  never  be  a  oonte* 
whose  name  is  to  do  tbe  most  honor  to  oat 
country,  and,  more  than  all  others,  to  "•"T'l* 
name,  associated  with  his,  and  emblawned  of 
his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generatwM 
of  manWnd  to  follow,  for  all  tiie  endless  ages 
of  time  to  come,  yet  among  the  names  to  cltis- 
ter  around  his,  and  to  form  the  constelWi(« 
(may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  American 
worUiies,  not  one  will  ever  sblne  witii  • 
with  a  brighter,  or  more  inextingnishable  iwn 
than  that  of  Madison. 

If,  then,  this  appropriation  was  mor^T 
express  a  nation's  gratitude  to  a  natiwi'a  bw*- 
factor,  it  would  be  the  least  it  would  become 
her  to  make.   But,  besides  that,  we  are  to 
sider  that  it  is  to  purchase  for  this  cooiitt7,^^~ 
for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  instruction, 
value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figow* 
express.  ^ 

Mr.  0AI.HOTW  had  listened  with  I*>«»°^j.!5e 
delight  to  the  venerable  genfleman  fro"^  ^ 
Island,  (Mr.  Robbws.)  and  he  ooindded  w 
opinion  with  him,  that  we  were  »i"^*'*'*S>* 
Mr.  Ma^son,  at  least  as  much  as 
man,  for  the  form  of  government  under  w^^ 
we  live.   Indeed,  he  might  be  said 
done  more  for  our  institutions  ^^^.^ 
now  living,  or  liiat  had  gone  before  ""^"s-j^ 

A  great  and  efficient  «d  he       J^'~  - 
edly,  m  forming  the  Government. 


was  another  great  act  which  would  Wa**^!! 
him  in  the  eyes  of  poeterity— tbe  pffM"JJ5|||^ 
glorious  views  which  he  took  of^^j^jj^a 
ment  in  his  celebrated  ■Virginia  \^V«T_,^^t 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ,i'^^^!£wir-m; 
that  issued  from  the  pen  »»f  ^TrfnmyK 
from  which  Mr.  O.  hoi.  derived  ^^^^^^  g^vi 
tioo,  and  a  profounder  insigbt  into       .  ■ 

ment,  than  all  th©  other  doctim^^^^^^  , 

perused. 

Kow,  if  he  understood 
wa»  in  direct  oppoftUlon  to  0"^  l 
□iciiCul  principVoa  i>f  Jlri  iiwiia^'tl 
adherence  to  wUicii  be  (Hr-  ' 
]ie™i,  would  give  dnralil'^y 
ment  undfr  whleli  we  wc"^  > . 

He  wiHl.ed  a.t  Bome  otbef  "ff^.' 
not  prcptu----!  at  ,thls  time)  to  M 

iVing'Cttf 
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J<^^'-...-|llL<l  III'.'  iTQdentials of 
"  <•«  Witioar,  rL-i:lvrt(;tl*8eiiator<tf 
StMea,  IVum  tbu  !?uiU*  of  "ITew  York, 
ttm  ua  (Ub^  Ut4v#^  of  March 

TiTJM?  Z-rrji  muf  Tk^-i-'!-''!!--. 
-        fulliui  iu^  rcffoliitiDii^  ■\vvnj  c^^red  by 

^  ilt.  WKIlf^5'K(!  : 

It^nrilriiJ,  Tlii<[  ilic  Sh'rri'iiirv  fifiliii  Trcssory  cuiso 

ti,»  I.I'  jiri  ;!iin-'l  ji        r-iji.[|       \\,,<  iu.-Lructions  whicb 

IjiivL'  li>>ru  wiii.-il  ihiiLi  tliiii'  t<i  liiiii^,  cither  by  thfl 
Sm,Tetar\  iif  tln'  Tii':i-iii  V  I  !■  ilir  (.'iJiiitiuaaioner  ofthe 
IjabJ  Oftii-i',  I'S'  i'jitiiLL'  Hii]i  mihIi  !is  I'l'lcr  excludvely, 
both  in  jipiriL  tjili'  iinl  jinjiiitMihiii,  d.  |)nrticulu' or 
(liviLJu^Ll  lii-i -,  1. 1.'.  rliM|.  villi  flic  i.Jll.  ial  opuuODS  of 
till.'  jU.Iiii'iii'V-I  ii'iLi'i':!!        r|rti'-tii>'i-    t  i^iog  uoder  the 
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nationa  and  the  great  and  nnirenol  lav  of  sdf-de- 
ftnee,  to  take  a  poeitton  in  advance  <d  oat  flnntier, 
In  the  coimtry  inhaUted  bj  these  savages,  fat  the 
pnipoee  oi  preventing  and  leetraining  their  incur- 
aons. 

Tbe  Sabine  is  so  distant  froip  Washington .  that  it 
became  absolatdy  necessanr  to  introBt  this  discretion- 
aiy  power  to  the  oommaiMwig  geoeraL  IfthePresi- 
dent  had  not  ismed  endi  orders  in  advance,  all  the 
evils  might  have  been  inflicted  before  the  remedy 
could  have  been  applied ;  and  in  that  event  be 
would  have  been  justly  re^naible  for  the  murders 
and  devastation  which  might  have  been  committed 
by  the  Mexican  Indiana  on  citizens  of  the  United 
StateSL 

When  these  discreUcmary  orders  were  iaeaed  to 
Oenraal  Gdnea,  they  were  immediately  oommimi- 
oated  to  lb.  Gorostiza,  in  the  most  frank  and  Mendly 
qdrit  The  fullest  explanations  of  the  whole  pro- 
oeetUng  were  made  to  mm,  and  he  was  over  and  over 
agfun  assured  that  this  occupation  of  the  Mexican 
territory,  should  it  become  necessary,  would  be  of  a 
limited,  temporary,  and  purely  defendve  character, 
md  shoidd  continue  do  longer  than  the  danger  ex- 
isted ;  that  Uie  President  solemnly  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  the  Sabine, 
with  the  view  of  taking  possession  of  it  as  belonging 
to  the  United  States ;  and  that  this  military  move- 
ment should  produce  no  effect  whatever  upon  the 
boondary  quMtioo. 

The  committee  believe  that  Mr.  Gorostiza  ought 
to  have  been  satisfied  with  these  explanations.  But 
they  fidled  to  produce  any  effect  upon  his  mind. 
Without  instructions  from  his  Government,  he  retired 
fh>m  his  mission  upon  his  own  responsibility.  This 
was  not  all.  Before  he  left  the  United  States  he 
published  a  pamphlet,  containing  a  portion  of  his 
correspondence  with  our  Government  and  mth  his 
own,  from  which  latter  it  ^^leara  that,  whilst  en- 
gaged upon  the  bumness  of  ms  n>edBl  nissioQ  here, 
he  was  making  chai^  of  bad  fidtb  against  the 
United  States  to  the  Mexlcah  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Belations.  The  committee  vrill  not  enlarge  upon  ue 
glaring  improprie^  of  such  conduct  The  publication 
of  such  a  pamphlet,  by  a  foreign  minister,  in  the 
oounby  to  whi<jt  he  has  been  amedited,  before  tak- 
ing his  departure,  can  bo  conudered  in  no  other  li^ 
than  as  an  appecl  to  the  people  against  the  acts  of 
thdr  own  Government  It  was  a  gross  violation  of 
that  diplomatic  courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  ob- 
served between 'independent  nations,  and  deserves 
the  severest  condemnation.  This  act  was  still  more 
extraordinary  when  we  consider  that  it  almost  im- 
mediately followed  the  note  of  Mr.  Dlckins  to  him, 
of  the  20th  of  October,  1836,  assuring  him  that  the 
President  would  instmct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make  such  ex- 

Slanations  to  the  Mexican  Government,  of  the  con- 
net  of  that  of  the  United  States,  as  he  believed 
would  be  satis&ctory. 

The  committee  regret  to  learn,  from  the  note  of 
Mr.  Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  of  the  9th  of  December 
last,  ttut  the  Mexican  Government  has  publicly  ap- 
proved of  the  condoct  of  its  minister  whilst  in  the 
United  States.  They  trust  that  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  may  induce  it  to  reconsider  this  determina- 
tion. They  are  willing  to  believe  Uiat  it  never  could 
have  been  made,  had  that  Government  previously 
received  the  promised  explanation  of  the  President, 
contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forqrth  to  Mr  EUis  of 
the  10th  December,  1886,  wludi,  unfortunately,  did 
not  teadi  ICeiioo  until  after  the  Wter  had  taken  his 
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departure.   This  letter,  with  the  President^  meaa^ 
at  the  commencement     the  present  ses^  of  Con- 
greaa,  cannot  f^  to  convince  the  Mexican  Goim- 
ment  how  much  they  have  been  misled  tlu 
resentatitms  of  their  minister. 

Alter  a  full  consideration  of  all  the  circumsUnoe^ 
the  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raolved,  That  the  Senate  concur  tn  qiuilon  iritk 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  another  de- 
mand ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  0Qrgrie^ 
ancea  from  the  Mexican  Government  >iiOw  aod 
manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of  the  treitj, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  applicable,  are  properly  confided 
to  his  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt  from  the  jus- 
tice of  our  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result  in 
Kwedy  redress ;  but  should  they  be  disqnontedii 
ttiis  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  tUogs  irill 
then  have  occurred  which  will  make  it  the  Impen* 
tire  do^  of  Congress  promptiy  to  conader  what  lin^ 
ther  measures  may  be  reqtured  bv  the  honor  of 
the  nation  and  the  rights  tn  our  iqiued  feUow-dti- 
zens. 

Ordered,  That  2,000  extra  copies  of  the  dbore  re- 
port be  printed. 
And  then  the  Senate  a^oorned. 


ICoNDAT,  February  20. 
Copyright  ZcuM. 
Among  the  memorials  presented  to-day  w» 
one  by  Mr.  Clat  from  a  very  large  ntiml«r  of 
persons,  who  stated  themselves  to  be  Amerim 
authors  and  friends  of  literature,  calling  the  at 
teotion  of  Congress  to  the  subject  of  copyright 
laws,  aDd  expressing  an  anzions  wish  that 
those  laws  might  be  so  modified  as  to  extend 
their  benefit*  to  foreign  authors.  Mr.  C.  fur- 
ther remarked  that  the  evidences  in  favor  of 
the  measure  of  granting  copyrights  to  foreisi 
authors  were  so  strong  as  not  to  leave  a  doubt 
on  any  mind  of  its  favorable  reception  by  tl* 
connt^.  Under  these  circnm stances,  be  utd 
be  sbonld  call  up  the  billgranting  snoh  righte 
as  soon  as  convenient  The  memorial  was  Ittd 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Poptfr*  qfMT.  Madison. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideratioii 
(on  its  third  reuUng)  of  the  following  joint  res- 
olution : 

"  Jieaclved,  itc.,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and  en^ 
powered  to  contract  for  and  purchase,  at  thesuia  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars,  the  manuscripts  of  toe  Ue 
Mr.  Madison,  referred  to  hi  a  letter  ftom  Mn.  Han- 
son to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  the 
fifteenth  of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  thHiy- 
six,  and  communicated  in  his  message  of  the  sixtli 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thhty-oi,  cwj" 
ceding  to  Mra.  Madison  the  right  to  use  copies  of  tM 
said  manuscript  in  foreign  countiies  as  she  may  mini 
fit"  ■ 

[A  debate  took  place  on  tUs  resolution,  wholly 
tumhigon  the  oonstibitionsU^  of  the  pnrdiflie,in 
which  debate  Messrs.  Oalhoan,  Pwstcn,  Wehrter, 
Crittenden,  mves,  and  Glay,  took  part] 
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The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  iresolntion 
was  decided  hj  the  following  vote : 

Teas. — Messrs.  BayanJ,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Bndnnan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ful- 
ton, Gnrndy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Unn,  Lyon,  McLean, 
Moaton,  Xorrell,  Paricer,  Preston,  lUvcs,  Bobbins, 
BoUnson,  Soathard,  Spence,  Strange,  Talhnadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White.  Wri^t— 82. 

Xatb. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Daris,  Hubbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Frd^  Boggles,  Bwift,  'Hpton— 14. 

So  the  TeBolation  was  passed. 


TnsDAT,  Febniary  21. 
ilr.  HoBBABP  presented  the  oredentials  of 
the  Hon.  Fbaneun  Pixbos,  elected  United 
States  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  for  six 
years  fnm  Uie  8d  <tf  Haroh  next. 


TkoBSDAT,  Vehnaay  38. 
Seduction  ^  tie  Tariff. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
bill  to  rednoe  the  dnties  on  certun  imports ; 
and  the  qaestion  being  oa  the  motion  of  Kr. 
D^TiB-to  strike  from  the  bill  the  artiole  of 
commfHi  the  effect  of  whksh  is  to  reUdn 
Ae  protecting  dn^  now  levied  on  tiiat  article, 

AAer  a  long  and  general  debate,  the  qnestion 
was  t^ken  to  strike  oat  from  tlM  mU  the  article 
of  salt,  and  dedded  in  the  negative  \sy  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Tus.— HesBra.  Buchanan,  Calhoan,  Chf,  CUyton, 
CMttCBden,  DstIs,  Ewiag  Ki  fMo,  Kent,  Ki^t, 
'meUea^  NiiAolas^  Bobbbs,  Bobinsoo,  Soothanl, 
Webster-15. 

Nats.— MessrSL  Bayird,  Beaton,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Swii^  of  nihiios,  FokoQ,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alar 
IWBBa,  Kmg  of  Georgia,  Uim,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton, 
KDm,  Norrdl,  Page,  Fairer,  Prentiss,  Bires,  Bug- 
^  Sevier,  Strange,  Swift,  TUhnadge,  lipfaHi, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 28. 

Other  propoBed  amendments  were  afterwards 
rtgected  or  adopted. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Ifr.  Kius  for  a 
gradual  reduction  of  uie  doty  on  foreign  coal, 
ooal  screeoinga,  and  ooke,  was  dedded  in  the 
Begatire, 

Tu&— Veasis.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hub- 
bard, Eug  of  Alabama,  King  <^  Georgia,  Lyon, 
NUea^  FSge,  Birei^  Bogg^  Snieri  Strange,  Tipton, 
Walker  IS. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Crit- 
tadeiL  Dans,  Kent,  Knight,  Unn,  McLean,  Mlch- 
oli%  Norr^^Aer,  FraatisB,  BoUnson,  Southard, 
Xdfanadge,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wiighfc— 20. 

The  bill  was  rqxnted  to  the  Senate,  and  all 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  with  the  ezc^on 
of  the  following : 

1.  Dnty  OQ  CUaa  and  porcelain,  earthen  and  stone 
Mr.  WB»Bt  eoggested  that,  as  the  Senate 
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was  now  Tery  thin,  althongh  it  might  hwpen 
that  a  different  vote  wonld  be  obttuned  from 
what  had  been  given  in  committee  when  the 
Senate  was  (nil,  yet  it  wonld  be  better  to  ad- 
here  to  the  former  vote,  to  aT<dd  a  reocmsider- 
atioo  w  other  diffioolfy  when  the  Bests  should 
be  fhll  again  to-morrow. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  one  Senator  (Ur. 
Knight)  had  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and 
another  was  present  now  who  had  not  been  in 
committee. 

Tlie  question  on  ooncurring  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  the  amendment  which 
struck  out  these  articles  from  the  bill  (thereby 
retaining  the  protecting  duty  npon  them)  was 
decided, 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Bobbins, 
Bobmson,  Southard,  Swift,  Talhnadge,  Tipton,  Tom- 
Ihison,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 18. 

Nats. — ^Hesns.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hnbbard,  Bug  of  Alabama,  KIw  of  Geoqrfa,Kni^- 
Lyon,  Morris,  Nilee,  Norvdl,  Age,  Fbiker,  Rives, 
Buggies,  Sevier,  Struige,  Walker— 19. 

So  China  and  earthenware  were  retained  in 
the  bill,  as  free  of  duty. 

S.  Blankets  dilefly  used  among  the  IniUans. 

On  this  Hr.  Datis  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  objected  to  the  amendment,  as  inja- 
rions  to  the  mterests  of  several  mannfactonea 
of  blankets  established  witbin  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BsNTON,  Mr.  Linn,  and  Mr.  Nobvbll  ex- 
plained the  great  difference  between  Indian 
blankets  and  those  of  a  domestic  manufacture, 
and  the  very  decided  preference  which  the  In- 
dians expressed  for  the  one  over  the  other,  and 
which  preduded  all  competition  from  our  fac- 
tories, with  what  were  usually  known  among 
them  as  Mackinac  blankets.  They  were  thick, 
finely  woven,  and  of  the  finest  wod,  and  im- 
perviona  to  the  r^ 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in  by  the 
Senate— yeas  28,  na^  14. 


Satcbdat,  Febnuuy  Sff. 
Mr.  Talucadob  presented  the  crddentials  of 
the  Hon.  SiLAB  Wbiobt,  re-elected  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
for  six  years  from  and  after  the  8d  of  March 
next. 

La/ni  Laiot  and  Deeittom. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by 
Mr.  Wbbstbb  : 

Eesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prqiared  a  collcotion  of  the  inetnictioDs  which 
have  been  issued  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the 
Secretan^  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  excepting  only  such  as  refer  exclumvely, 
both  in  principle  and  application,  to  particular  or  In- 
dividual cases,  together  with  the  offidtd  opinions  of 
the  Attorney-General  on  questions  aririug  under  the 
land  laws. 

lUtolvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  cause 
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*be  general  pnblio  acts  of  Congress  reepectiag  the 
sale  and  diapodtion  of  the  public  lands,  toKether  with 
the  instructions  and  opinions  mentioned  &  the  fbie- 
Boing  resolntioD,  to  be  printed  ibr  the  nse  of  Uw 
Senate. 

In  offering  these  resolntiona,  Ifr.  Wbhsteb 
said  it  was  his  object  that  the  general  acts,  the 
instractions  given  under  them,  and  the  official 
opinions  of  the  Attorney-General  on  qneeldons 
arising  in  the  administration  of  theee  laws, 
should  be  collected  and  published,  and  made 
available  to  all  These  instmctiona  and  opin- 
ions are  in  manuscript  They  are  only  known 
tt  the  Land  Office,  and  may  govern  questions 
aridng  there  vithont  any  means,  on  the  part 
itf  those  interested,  to  pcsseas  thansdvee  faUy 
of  tiieir  character  and  contents.  The  laws,  al- 
thongh  oontfuned  in  the  two  volnmea  common- 
ly cfu^ed  the  volumes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were 
yet  mixed  up  with  such  a  mass  of  treaties,  or- 
dinances, and  private  acts,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to  get  a  con- 
nected view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  be  very  important 
Literfering  claims  were  constantly  arismg,  es- 
pecially under  preemption  acts ;  and  it  was  un- 
derstood that  an  appeal,  in  these  cases,  lay  to 
the  Oonunissioner  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  The  Land  Office  was  tJios  beooming 
an  impOTtant  Jndicatare ;  and  H  was  essentia 
tiiat  its  course  and  its  rales  of  proeeeding  should 
be  known.  Literesting  rights' were  decided  by 
it,  and  it  became  Congress  to  look  into  its  pro- 
ceediogs,  and  to  see  that  the  laws  were  openly, 
foirly,  and  ably  executed.  The  first  step  to 
reach  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some  ac- 
cessible form,  the  instructions  and  opinions  un- 
der which  the  land  officers  acted.  Any  farther 
proviMons  to  insure  a  proper  administration 
oould  then  be  adopted,  which  Congress  should 
Judge  necessary,  if,  indeed,  any  should  be 
thought  necessary. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

UoNDAT,  February  ST. 
United  maUt  and  Mexico. 

Hr.  BtroHANAiT  moved  to  take  up  the  report 
d  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the 
•object  of  our  relations  witn  Mexico. 

Mr.  Pbrston  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  taking  np  the  resolution 
on  the  subject  of  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texas;  which  motion  was 
n^tived — ^yeas  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Hr.  Clat  supposed  the  only  question  which 
would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would  be  np- 
on  the  resolntioD.  He  had  risen  merely  to  say 
fliat  be  concurred  wi&  the  other  geuUemen 
who  composed  the  otxnmittee,  npon  &a  snl^ect 
mier  eoninderation.  He  agi«ea  with  the  r«st 
of  his  colleagues,  that  the  controversy  with 
Mexico  bad  made  out  no  case  jo^i^Ii^  a  resort 
to  war  or  for  the  isanlng  of  reprisala :  md  be 
thou^  that  renewed  wEarta  dKmld  be  made 


to  obtain  redress,  befiwe  it  sbonld  become  ne- 
cessary to  declare  war  aganst  Mexico  to  vinA* 
oate  die  honor  and  interests  of  the  country. 
He  M%  himself  bound  to  say,  that  whilst  he 
concurred  with  the  committee,  which  be  be- 
lieved was  unanimous  in  adopting  the  resolu- 
tion, he  did  not  agree  entirely  with  the  body 
of  the  report.  He  thooght  the  case  was  made 
out  rather  stronger  against  Mexico  than  the 
correspondence  of  the  Government  with  that 
count^  justified.  And  he  most  «ay,  in  aQ 
candor  and  troth,  that  the  departure  of  oor  rep- 
resentative from  Mexico,  under  the  circnm- 
stances,  was  bardi,  alwfmt,  and  unneoesBary; 
A  long  lettw  had  been  addrnsed,  in  poraoanee 
of  instructions  from  the  Department  of  State^ 
by  the  American  charg6  d'affldres,  to  the  Serae- 
tary  for  Foreign  Affiiirs  in  Menco,  and  whiA 
bore  date  some  time  in  December  last,  and  em- 
braced a  great  variety  of  diums  in  respect  to 
which  information  was  to  be  procured,  and 

Srooured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Mexioo. 
ome  delay,  in  consequence,  took  place,  on  the 
part  of  the  Mexican  minister,  in  sending  his  re- 
ply to  our  cbarg6  d'affaires.  When  we  came 
to  examine  the  reply  with  candor  and  fiaimesa, 
in  respect  to  which  some  of  onr  cldms  were 
admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  informa- 
tion was  required,  the  Beoate  mndd  think,  ho 
presumed,  that  Hvaro  bad  been  num  pre^^ta- 
ticm  than  was  necessary,  on  ttie  part  of  our 
miidstOT.  Veil,  it  was  in  this  state  of  thii^ 
that  he  shortly  after  demanded  his  passports 
and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  0.)  Qionght  that  snob  were  the 
dronmstanoes  then  eximng,  that  onr  ohaig6 
might  have  aw^ted  farther  instructions ;  and, 
if  he  had  delayed  his  departure,  tiie  Mexican 
Government  would  probably  have  been  able  to 
ftamish  him  with  fbrtiier  information.  He 
would  have  beard  what  they  tbong^t  of  the 
letter  from  our  Becretaiy  of  State,  relative  to 
the  final  diapositicm  of  our  Government  in  re- 
gard to  tiie  oconpaticm  of  the  Mexican  territory 
near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  oocadmed  » 
much  nnpleasantness.  While  up,  Mr.  0.  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  saying  that  he  did  not 
eoncur  in  all  the  reascHungsof  theoommittee  as 
to  the  publication  of  a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Qoroe- 
tiza,  the  Mexican  envoy  extraorainary.  He^ 
(Mr.  0.,)  however,  would  say  that  it  was  a 
peat  diplomatic  irregularity ;  but  he  did  not 
tibink  it  made  out  a  case  for  war,  or  for  any 
serious  distar banco.  It  was  not  an  unnsnal 
case.  He  recollected  an  instance  which  occur- 
red while  ^e  American  oommifwioners  w&n  at 
Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  most  critical  state  of  the 
n^^iation — when  it  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a 
b^mce,  and  when  It  was  extremely  donbtfol 
whether  there  would  not  be  a  rupture.  Mr.  0. 
here  related  that  while  be  was  at  Ghent,  treat- 
ing with  Lord  Gambier  and  the  other  British 
oommiflsionera,  a  publication  from  Hie  United 
States,  o(Hitaining  the  oorrero^mdatoe  betweeoi 
the  Governments  of  the  united  States  and 
Great  Britain,  found  its  way  there.  LordGam- 

Digitized  by  Google 


VnMSlakiamd  JAawoL 


DDATM  or  mmTOBB. 


titer,  hATing  Been  it,  expressed  his  surprise  to 
Ife.  O.  that  JUS  Government  dioold  have  given 
pnUioi^  to  Uiis  oorreepcmdence,  and  seid  he 
•oold  not  see  how  they  conld  justify  the  act 
The  other  commiaeioners  were  equally  displeas- 
ed at  the  oeonrrenoe.  Ur.  0.  then  explained  to 
titem  that  the  coarse  which  had  been  adopted 
was  one  growing  out  of  the  peculiar  stractore 
o£  thia  Goremment,  and  wMoh  the  people  here 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  Qir.  0.)  men- 
tioned this  to  show  that  what  Ur.  Gorostiza 
had  done  was  a  thing  not  unexampled.  It 
would  be  recollected  t£at  but  the  other  day, 
Hr.  Pageot,  jost  before- embarking  for  France 
from  New  York,  published  the  letter  of  the 
Due  de  Bn^ie.  Hr.  Pageot  had  rinoe  return- 
ed to  this  eoontry,  and  been  reoeived  frankly, 
and  Titboot  any  iatimataon  of  diaaatisfaotion 
tsL  the  part  of  onr  GoTemment.  And  he  (Mr. 
G)  had  no  more  doubt  oi  the  fiaot  than  of  bis 
■taading  on  .that  floor  at  that  moment,  that 
there  had  been  information  conveyed  tliroogh 
aome  ohaniiel,  official  or  unoffioiid,  to  fVance 
that  Mr.  Pageot'a  retnm  to  the  United  States 
would  be  weleomed,  without  any  displeasure 
bein^r  shown  toward  him  in  regard  to  his  hav- 
ing pubUahed  the  letter  of  the  Dno  de  Bn^lie ; 
oumnse,  the  French  Government  would  not 
have  sent  him  to  this  country.  Had  Mr.  Go- 
rostua  not  known  the  fact  of  this  publication, 
he  probably  would  not  have  purauea  the  exam- 
ple set  him. 

Mr.  0.  admitted  that  Mr.  Gorostiza^s  conduct, 
in  publishing  the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decided- 
ly wimg,  and  highly  r^rehennble;  but,  as  he 
b^ne  laid,  it  was  not,  in  his  opiodon,  an  ffif- 
ftnee  jnstilying  war.  The  pampolet  had  pro- 
Auwd  an  impression,  and  had  done  nomiscuef ; 
and  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  act- 
ed highly  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
emnmnnication  to  t^e  Mexican  Government. 
Whilst,  however,  Mr.  0.  disagreed  with  the 
committee  as.  to  some  parts  of  the  report,  he 
eoncorred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
res<dution,  and  hoped  it  would  obt^  the  nnan- 
imoas  consent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BtroHAjTAK  sud  he  had  but  a  few  re- 
marks to  make  upon  this  subject,  in  addition  to 
those  contained  m  the  report  of  the  Oommittee 
m  Fweiga  Belationi.  He  felt  gratified  that 
the  Senator  irom  Kentacky  Iiad  ooncorred  with 
tiw  other  members  of  the  oommittee  in  a  lai^ 
portum  of  dkeir  r^ort,  and  that  he  would  sua- 
tain  the  resolution  with  which  it  conolnded. 
Tlie  josUoe  of  the  Senator^s  remarks  in  r^Epard 
to  the  withdrawal  of  JSz.  Ellis  from  Mexico 
would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand  had  ever  been 
made  upon  the  Mexican  Government  for  the 
redress  of  oar  grievances  previous  to  his  letter 
of  September,  1836,  to  Mr.  Moaasterio.  Bot 
the  case  was  far  different.  This  demand  was 
not  then  made  for  the  first  time.  On  the  con- 
trary, year  after  year,  time  after  time,  when- 
ever we  anstained  iigaries,  we  had  asked  for 
ndreis ;  bnt  onr  redamstrons,  in  almost  every 
hitfanee,  had  btea  ended,  and  z«dreii  had 


been  withheld.  Mr.  Ellis's  letter  of  the  26th 
Septomber  was,  therefore  but  a  mere  smnming 
up  of  our  oansea  oi  eonplaint— an  enumeration 
of  demands  which  hadT  been  previously  nude 
against  the  Mexioan  Government  That  Got- 
eminent  ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield 
OS  prompt  redress,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed 
their  williogneflB  to  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  pos- 
sibly oonld.  He  thought  Mr.  Ellis,  in  with- 
drawing from  Mexico,  had  obeyed  bis  instfuo- 
tions,  both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  Hia 
opinion  upon  this  point  was  very  decided.  He 
should  not  have  said  another  word  upon  the 
subject,  but  for  a  commentary  on  the  report  of 
the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belataons,  whioh 
had  appeared  in  a  morning  paper.  This  article 
proceeded  from  a  source  whiA  seemed  to  ren- 
der a  pasrins  notice  oi  it  necessary. 

Tba  Pre^ent^  ia  his  message,  after  express- 
ing Ida  opinion  of  the  aggrav^ed  wnaus  whioh 
we  had  snfElBred  from  Mexioo^  in  which  the 
oommittee  entirely  concurred,  reoommmded 
that  an  act  shoold  be  passed  anthorinng  repri- 
sals, i^  after  making  another  demand,  the  Mex- 
ican Government  should  refuse  to  come  to  an 
amicable  h^ustmeut  of  the  matters  in  oontro- 
ver^.  He  expressed  his  entire  willingness, 
howevo-,  to  oo-opei«to  wit^  Congress  in  any 
other  course  whioh  should  be  deemed  honors 
able  and  proper.  Under  an^  circumstances,  it 
was  a  matter  of  extreme  delicacy  for  Oongress 
to  ooofer  upon  the  Exeoative  the  power  of 
making  reprisals,  upon  a  friture  contingmoy. 
He  would  not  say  that  cases  mif^t  not  oocur 
which  would  Josnfy  saoh  a  prooaeoing.  Tbeae^ 
if  they  should  ever  b^pen,  would  estaUiah  ft 
rule  for  themselves.  Unless  an  immediate  and 
overruling  necessity  existed,  which  could  brook 
no  delay,  it  was  always  safer  and  more  oonsti- 
tational  to  take  the  opinion  of  Oongress  upon 
events  after  they  had  happened,  than  to  intrust 
a  power  so  important  to  tne  President  alone. 

The  committee,  under  all  the  ciroumstanMS, 
did  not  believe  that  onr  existing  relations  with 
Mexico  presented  sach  a  case.  They  knew 
tliat  General  Santa  Anna,  whose  life  had  been 
jostiy  forfeited,  but  which  had  been  restored 
to  him  by  the  magnanimity  of  the  Government 
of  Texas,  had  recently  arrived  at  Washington ; 
that  he  bad  bem  ant  home  in  a  GovermneiA 
vessel  of  the  Ui^ed  States;  and  that  thwe  was 
every  reason  to  b^eve  his  arrival  would  be 
hailed  by  the  JCei^oans  with  ji^,.  and  that  he 
woold  shortly  be  restored  to  the  presidency  of 
the  BepuUio.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
was  bat  reasonable  to  hope  that  he  woold  fed 
disposed  to  render  to  this  eoontry  the  justice 
which  was  onr  doe ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
neither  expediMit  nor  necessary,  at  the  present 
moment,  to  authorize  any  dedsive  measure  of 
a  hoMile  charaotor. 

Again :  The  committee  were  unanimously  al 
<^inion  that  the  84th  article  of  our  treaty 
with  Mexico  required  that  a  demand  should  be 
made,  under  its  proviaiona,  before  resortuig 
either  to  war  or  to  reprisals.  ThisartiolewaBone 
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of  &  peculiar  natnre.  It  might  have  been  impo- 
litio  to  agree  to  it  at  first ;  bat  it  was  now  a 
part  of  our  treaty,  and  its  reqniflitioDa  must  bo 
held  sacred.  Here  ]kfr.  B.  read  from  the  article, 
as  followa :  "  Thirdly.  If  (what  indeed  cannot 
be  expected)  any  of  the  articles  contained  in 
the  present  treaty  shall  be  violated  or  infracted 
in  any  manner  whatever,  it  is  stipulated  that 
neither  of  the  contracting  parties  will  order  or 
authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  declare  war 
against  the  other,  on  complaints  of  iqlories  or 
damuea,  until  the  said  party  euuidering  itself 
fidfoncwd  ahali  first  hare  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  of  snch  injories  or  damages,  veri- 
fied by  competent  proofb,  and  demanded  Justice 
and  satifi&otion,  and  the  same  ^all  have  been 
^ther  refosed  or  nnreasonably  delayed." 

This  language  was  too  plain  to  be  misnnder- 
•tood.  It  was  true  that  it  did  not  extend  to 
^reot  insalts  to  the  national  honor — snch  as  vio- 
l^ons  of  onr  flag,  or  opprobrions  and  injorioos 
oondnct  towards  oar  consols.  Bat  the  com- 
mittee were  very  clear  and  onanimons  in  their 
opinion,  Uiat  when  pecnniary  damages  were 
aooght  by  oar  citizens,  for  pecaniary  injuries 
SDirteined,  la  violation  of  any  artide  of  the 
treaty,  before  we  could  ndress  those  iignries 
bj  r^risals,  a  previooa  demand  most  be  made^ 
in  pnraaanoe  <a  ita  provinons.  On  thia  pdnt, 
there  coold  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

The  treafy  required  something  more  than  a 
mere  presentation  of  the  complaints  of  indi- 
vidaalB  to  the  Uexican  Oovemment}  throngh 
the  agency  of  our  minister  to  Uexioo.  Oar 
Oovemment  most  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
instance,  of  the  i^luries  requiring  redress.  "We 
must  decide  this  question  ours^ves.  We  are 
tlien  bound  to  present  a  statement  of  snch 
ii^nriesand  damages  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, verified  by  competent  proo&  That 
moh  a  demand  under  the  treaty  bad  never 
been  made  hithorto,  mnst  be  ^parent  to  all 
Uiose  who  have  read  the  correspondence. 
Thronghout  the  whtde  of  it,  this  artide  does 
not  seem  to  have  attnuted  any  attention. 
That  it  was  not  within  the  contempUtioQ  of 
lb*.  Forsyth,  when  be  addressed  Uie  letter  of 
iastmotions  to  Kr.  EUis  of  tiie  SOOi  of  Jnly  last, 
irill  ^pear  conclarively  from  that  letter  itself. 
After  ennmerating  onr  oanses  of  complaint 
against  the  Mexican  Government,  he  says: 

Though  the  Department  is  not  in  possession 
of  proof  of  dl  the  circumstances  of  the  wrongs 
done  in  the  above  cases,  as  represented  by  the 
aggrieved  parties,  yet  the  complunts  are  such  as 
to  entitle  them  to  be  listened  to,  and  to  jnatify 
a  demand  on  the  Kexican  Oovemment  that  they 
shall  be  promptiy  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  suitable  redreaa  shall  be  afforded." 

The  committee  believed  that  it  would  require 
several  months  to  enable  the  De^wrtment  of 
State.to  oolleot  the  necessary  ^nob  for  the 
purpose  of  verij^ng  each  of  the  private  daims 
of  our  citizens,  and  to  make  the  demand  ac- 
cording to  the  trea^.  All  the  neoessanr  forma 
oan  probably  not  be  cnnpUed  with  until 
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within  two  or  three  months  of  the  meeting  of 
the  next  Oongrees.  They  therefore  tiion|^ 
it  much  better  to  wait  Uds  brief  spaoe,  and 
refer  the  whole  qaestiim  to  Oongress,  than  to 
authorize  the  President  immedi^ly  to  issne 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  the 
answer  of  the  Mexican  Government  ^ould  not 
prove  satisfactory.  After  this  demand  shall 
have  been  made,  and  the  answer  of  the  Mexican 
Government  received,  the  whole  case  will  then 
be  before  Congress  In  a  dear  and  distinct  form. 
If  that  Government  dumld  refiue  to  do  as 
justice,  he  oould  not  doubt  but  thi^  Congress 
would  adopt  prompt  meamrea  tar  vindicating 
the  honor  of  the  - American  fiag  and  asserting 
the  jost  rights  of  our  injured  nllow-citizeiiB. 

He  should  have  been,  willing  to  nse  stronger 
language  in  the  resolution  appended  to  uie 
report,  bat  he  believed  it  was  now  presmted 
in  the  best  form.  Whilst  negotiations  con- 
tinued, it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  language  of 
menace.  Still  he  thought,  from  the  report  and 
the  resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican 
Government  conld  not  fau  to  peroeive  the  de- 
termination of  that  of  th^  United  States  to 
enforce,  in  the  most  prompt  and  energetio 
manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievancea. 

When  Mr.  Bvooanah  ocmcmded,  the  qnes- 
Htm  was  taken  on  agredng  to  the  resolnlion 
reported  by  the  Ooimnittee  on  For^gn  BeU* 
tions,  and  dedded  as  foUows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  CuUibcrt, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Bltnois,  Fnltoo,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
-Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Oeoivia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Houton,  Nicholas,  Nues^ 
Norvell,  Page,  PoAer,  Prentlfls,  Preston,  Itives,  Rob- 
Inns,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  TaUmadge,  Tipt(m,  TomUnscm,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster  White,  Wri^bt---4S. 

Soitwaa 

SetolmL  wnmtmaiatyy  That  ttie  Smate  oonear  in 
OfMm  iritii  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States,  that 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of 
our  grievances  from  the  Mexican  Govemment,  the 
mode  and  mooner  of  which,  under  the  S4th  artide  of 
the  treaty,  so  as  It  may  be  applicable,  are  property 
confided  to  his  lUscredon.  They  cannot  doabt,  front 
the  jostjce  Ot  onr  d^ms,  that  tMs  demand  will  resott 
In  speedy  redreos ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed 
in  this  reasonable  eniectation,  a  state  of  things  will 
then  have  occurred  which  will  moke  it  the  imperatiTB 
do^  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider  wliat  further 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of  the  nation 
and  the  i^ita  of  onr  iqjued  fUlowndtliaiB. 

Tarn  Independence. 

Ifr.  Wauebb  moved  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution  tm  the  recognition  <tf  the  independ- 
mee  of  Totas. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  moved  to  postpone  its  con- 
sideration to  Friday  \  and  a  desultory  conver- 
sation took  place  upon  the  motion,  which  was 
finally  modified  by  inserting  Wednesday  next| 
and  carried,  by  yeaa  and  nays,  as  fcMUows : 

Tbas.— Meaao.  Bayud,  Brown,  Bttdnnao,  Oaytoo, 
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HaiiM,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Sing  of  Alabuna,  King  of 
Cteovj^  Eni^t,  Lyon,  HomB,  NUea,  Page,  Prenliss, 
Ro^t<'>«~i^  Boggles,  Sevier,  Swi&  TaUmadge,  Hp- 
tcn,  TomBuon,  Wall,  Webeter,  Wriglit— 26. 

Nats.— Messra.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Glaj, 
CMttenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  DlinoU,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dri^  Idnn,  Houtai,  Nksholaa^  Norrell,  Parker, 
IVeston,  Rivefl,  BafaiaBW,  ^wnce,  Strange,  WaUur, 
White— 21. 

The  Senate  Own  broke  np^  to  meet  again  at 
half-past  four 

The  Senate  met,  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  to  remunerate  Captain  Franoia  AUni  for 
omvejing  QoMnl  La&yfltte  to  the  United 
ttatea^  in  1634. 

This  bill  proposed  to  allow  $4,000  to  the 
«utfun  and  owners  of  the  ship  Oadmna,  for 
bringing  over  General  Lafayette  to  this  coontry. 
The  captun  relinquished  his  place  in  the 
Havre  hno,  and  prooured  a  ship  on  his  own  re- 
nxmubiEty,  and  was  at  exprasea  in  going  to 
Paris,  &&  . 

The  hill  was  warmly  opposed,  as  opprobrious 
in  its  character ;  it  was  making  a  commodity 
of  the  htmor  of  having  tendered  to  the  General 
bis  passage.  ^  The  owners  had  had  load  praises 
at  the  time  'for  their  Uberalitj,  yet  now  came 
to  OoDgreas  for  p^. 

It  was'  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
this  captain  had  been  at  large  private  expenses, 
for  which  he  ought  to  be  remnnerated.  It 
did  not  ^pear  that  the  owners  had  ever  re- 
quested any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  BucHANAH  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  taken,  and  stood — ^yeaa  22,  nays  18. 

So  the  bil^  was  laid  on  the  table,  bnt  after- 
wards reconsidered ;  and,  after  amendment,  was 
agreed  to,  and  orderad  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
wrdreaung. 

TmsDAT,  rebrasry  S8. 
hMvgHToiianof  Pre^dmtofihe  United  Statet. 

The  Peesidhnt  pro.  tern,  presented  a  letter 
firom  the  President  elect  of  uie  United  States, 
informing  the  Senate  that  be  would  be  ready 
to  take  the  mmal  oath  of  offloe  on  Saturday, 
Ifardh  4,  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  at  snob  place  and 
in  snch  manner  as  the  Senate  ndght  designate. 

JSt.  Gbchdt  offered  a  reaouition  iot  the 
qn>dntmfflit  of  a  ccHnmlttee  of  airaoganeiita^ 
to  make  the  reqnidte  preparati(nu  for  adminis- 
tering ihe  oath  to  the  Premdent  elect  of  the 
United  States. 

Ifr.  Clat  said  he  would  like  to  inqnire 
whether  precedents  had  been  examined  on 
Ibis  subject  He  was  aware  that  the  Senate 
had  always  had ,  a  peculiar  f^ncy  in  this 
business ;  but  he  was  not  aware  why  the  Sen- 
ate should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House, 
or  why  it  was  not  a  joint  concern.  He  re- 
membered that,  on  the  first  election  of  Ur. 
Monroe,  the  committee  <tf  the  Senate  applied  to 


him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  for  the  use  of 
the  chamber  of  the  House ;  and  he  had  told 
them  that  be  would  put  the  chamber  in  oMer 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  but  the  control  of  It 
he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  surrender.  They 
wished  also  to  Ining  in  the  fine  rod  chairs  of 
the  Senate,  bnt  be  told  them  it  could  not 
be  d<Hie ;  the  plain  democratic  chdrs  of  the 
House  were  more  becoming.  The  oonsequenoe 
was,  that  Mr.  Monroe,  instead  of  taking 
oath  within  doors,  took  it  outside,  in  the  open 
air,  in  front  of  the  OapttoL.  Mi.  0.  men- 
tioned this  for  tiie  purpose  of  maMug  the 
inquiry,  what  was  the  praotic&  and  on  what 
it  was  fbunded,  and  why  the  Senate  had  the 
exclusive  care  of  administering  the  oath. 

Mr.  Geundt  Bud  the  committee  had  found 
no  authori^  but  several  precedents,  which 
were  in  strict  accordance  with  the  pro- 
position now  proposed  to  be  made.  He  did 
not  recollect  any  inatanoe  in  which  the  House 
bad  partidpated  in  It ;  and,  In  fact,  the  House, 
as  such,  had  no  ezistraoe,  their  term  having 
expired  on  the  precedir^;  day.  The  com- 
mittee had  exammed  three  cases  of  more 
modem  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in 
opposition  to  the  practice  propotod.  If  th.e 
committee  could  not  get  into  the  House,  the/ 
could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Ohur 
was  authorized  to  appoint  the  above-named 
committee  of  three  members. 

Distribution  Qutstion. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  fortification  bill ;  and  the  question  being 
on  tiie  amendment  reported  the  Com- 
mittee on  nnanoe,  vis:  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bilL  which  contains  the 
provision  for  the  distribntaon  among  the  States 
of  any  surplus  which  may  rem^  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1888— [Ifir. 
Calhoun's  plan—] 

Mr.  Calhoun  regretted  that  the  committee 
bad  not  made  a  written  report  on  so  impor-  • 
tant  a  recommendation. 

Mr.  WniepT  explained  that  the  second  seo- 
tion  of  the  biU  being  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  bUl  formerly  introduced  by  the  Senap 
tor  from  South  Carolina  himself,  the  ease  was 
folly  understood  by  all  the  Senate,  and  needed 
no  otmsumption  of  tame  to  explain  it.  As  to  a 
written  report,  there  hadbeen  no  time  to  pr^nre 
one,  even  had  theoomndttee  deemed  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Calhoun  reminded  the  Senate  oS  the 
triumphant  majority  by  which  the  deporit  bill 
had  been  adopted  at  me  last  sesdon ;  and  as 
there  had  occurred  nothing  nnce  then  to 
change  the  principle  of  the  measure  in  any 
respect,  he  was  content  to  rest  the  present 
question  on  the  priooiples  then  so  unanswer- 
ably established,  and  the  discusnon  by  which 
they  had  been  defended  at  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Olat  inquired  whether  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  those  with  whom  he  acted,  that  if 
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ft  raqdiiB  arose  U  wu  to  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  depoait  banks,  where  it  drew  an  interest 
of  two  per  oentj  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
States  it  woidd  yield  six.  Be  was  anzions  to 
know  what  was  to  be  the  policy  of  the  admin- 
istration in  r^^ard  to  this  matter. 

\}£r.  Wbight  interpoeed,  to  say  that  its  policy 
vould  be  to  have  no  snrplns.] 

(A  debate  now  took  place  on  the  general 
oharaoter  of  the  measare  involved  in  the  seo- 
taMi,  and  as  being  a  distiibation  tinder  the 
name  of  a  deposit  whloh  oontinned  taQ  the 
evening  recess.)  ~ 

The  Senate  took  a  recess. 

ErunHG  SxBBioK. 
JHttrihuiitM  QumtiM^JkpoiUinihae  State$. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oondderation  of  the 
bin  frcnu  the  Honse^  making  appropriations 
for  fortiflcatioDS,  &o.,  for  the  year  1887,  the 
qaeation  being  on  a  motion  to  strike  ont  fhe 
sectioa  of  the  bill  which  provided  f&r  a  depoait 
of  tihe  flurpluB  revenne,  on  the  1st  of  January 
next,  with  the  several  Stateei 

Hie  question  was  taken  on  the  motion. 

Tub.— -HcssnB.  BentoD,  Black.  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Ewing  of  Dlinoifl,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Habbard,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor^a,  Linn,  Lyon,  Kicholaa, 
Niles,  Korrell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Buggies,  Sevier, 
StnE^,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  Wr^ht^Se. 

Nats. — Keeen.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden,  Davis,  Ewiog  of  Ohio,  Hendricka,  Kent, 
Knight,  Ibore,  Frenms,  Preston,  BobUna,  Soatbard, 
Spence,  Swifk,  TomBnaon,  Webster,  WUte— 19. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  ont  the  provision 
for  the  distribution  among  tiie  States  of  the 
enrploa  revenne  on  the  1st  of  January  next, 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
a  tidrd  readiog. 


Wbdnbsdat,  March  1. 
Tmai  IntUjtendmM. 

iir.  Waixeb  called  up  his  lestdntion  for 
tiie  reception  of  the  independeoioe  of  Texas, 
<m  which  a  debate  of  much  interest  arose.  Hr. 
W.  advocated  his  resolution  by  a  ^eeoh  of 
much  eamestness,  in  which  he  preesed  the 
olaims  of  Tens  fot  reoc^nitiai  with  much 
devoted  ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Pbbston,  on  the 
same  side,  who  went  into  an  extendve  review 
of  the  history  of  Mexico,  from  the  period  of 
her  recognition  by  onr  own  Giovemment  to 
the  present  time,  whence  he  deduced  the 
ergoment  that  she  never  had,  in  fact,  exerdsed 
oontrol  ov«r  Toaa,  and  was  in  no  cwdition  to 
nowenfOTOehercudnisof  sovereognfy.  Hetlien 
went  into  a  similar  review  of  uie  histOT  cS 
Texas,  past  and  present,  and  argned  to  uiow 
that  she  was  fblly  enable  of  performing  the 
duties  and  sust^ing  the  re^nfflbilitiee,  both* 
dcmiestio  and  fortign,  which  belong  to  an  inde- 
pendent Q«veramait, 


[Mabch,  1837. 

The  ori^nal  resolution,  aa  offered'  by  Jix, 
WjujotB,  WM  as  Mows : 

"  Jtmihed,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  est^ 
lished  and  m^ntdned  an  independent  Oovarameot, 
capable  of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, vliidi  appertain  to  independent  GoTemiDents, 
and  it  i^pearing  tliat  there  is  no  Itoiger  any  tea8(»> 
able  proqieot  ^the  saooBssfti]  proseCDtion  of  the  war 
by  Mexico  agdnst  said  State,  it  Is  expedient  and 
{nt>per,  and  m  ctmfonniQr  Tith  ttie  laws  of  naljons 
and  the  practice  of  this  GovenimeDt  in  like  cBsea, 
that  the  uidepaident  DoHtical  eziatence  criF  said  State 
be  acknowlectaed  bj  vw  GoTenmunt  of  ^  Uiuted 
States.'* 

The  qnesticai  on  agreeing  to  this  zwdntiaB 
was  decided  as  follows: 

Tus.— Uessrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade,  CalbooD, 
Cotbbert,  Swing  of  Blinoja,  Fnlton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
drioka,  liinn,  Uoore,  Houton,  Kiles,  Paiier,  Preston, 
Bives,  Bobinson,  ^n^^es,  Sevier,  Spenoe,  Strange, 
Walker,  White~23. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Buolianan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  Eiiu  (tf  Alabama,  Kiiigof  Georgia,  uiteht^ 
Uorris,  IHehobs,  Norrdl,  Piige,Trentiss,  Swift,  TaU- 
madge,  Upton,  TMnlinaon,  Wall,  Wri^it— 19. 

So  the  resdution  was  agreed  to. 

The  annooncemeut  of  this  vote  called  fbrtb 
scnne  lupplaase  team  the  gallery,  whieh  waa 
prranptly  checked  by  the  Chair. 


Thubsiult,  Maroh  2. 

Liberation  of  American  Slatea  iy  British  Au- 
thoritiet — Briga  Enwmium^  £nterpri>e,  and 
Comet. 

Mr.  OAisotm  said  that  it  wonld  he  rement- 
l)ered  that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  requesting  the  Preffldent^  oommnni- 
eate  to  the  Senate  the  correspondence  between 
this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain,  in 
relation  to  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encominm  and 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  Ins  hand  the  Kesuge 
d  the  Freddent  in  anawor  to  Um  resolntaon, 
ftom  which  he  found  tiiat  tiiere  was  anothw 
ease  (that  (^the  Oomrt)  of  a  rimilar  charactor, 
of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  made  hia 
motion,  and  which  occurred  as  far  back  as 
18S2.  He  had  read  with  care  the  corre^nd- 
enoe,  but,  he  must  say,  with  very  little  satis- 
faction. It  was  all  on  one  side.  Our  Executive 
has  been  knockiog,  (no,  that  is  too  strong  a 
term,)  tapping  gently  at  the  door  of  the  British 
Secretary,  to  obtain  justice,  for  these  five  year^ 
without  reo^ving  an  answer,  and  this  in  the 
pUdnest  case  imaf^nable.  It  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  censure  those  who  had  been  intmrted 
with  tiie  oorr«sp(»idence  on  onr  part.  They 
had  written  enough,  and  more  than  enough; 
but  truth  compiled  him  to  sc^  the  time  was 
not  high  enong^i,  oonsidering  uie  htjnstioe  to 
onr  dtdzensjind  the  outrage  on  the  flag  and 
honor  of  the  Onion.  His  remarks  were  intended 
more  especially  for  the  latter  part  of  the  oor- 
reqKmduice,  sRw  the  long  dfijsy  without  an 
answer  fromttid  British  Government.  At  first, 
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in  BO  jiaia  a  case^  litde  mm  conld  be  tluHm;ht 
neceaBarj  than  a  pl«n  atatanent  of  tbe  hots, 
whidh  was  ^ven  in  a  Terj  dear  and  utUfao- 
tory  manner  in  the  letter  <tf  the  Preudeat  elect 
in  the  oase  <^  the  Oomet 

Vithont  repeating  what  he  add  on  the  intro- 
dvetion  of  the  resolntion,  he  woold  remind  the 
Senate  of  the  faots  ni  titie  oase  in  the  hiiefiBSt 
manner  possible. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade,  and,  amon^  other  pasengers,  had  slaves 
on  board,  beloogmg  to  our  citizens,  who  were 
sending  them  to  the  8onth- western  States,  with 
a  view  to  settlement.  The  Enterprise  was 
fntied,  hj  stress  <^  weather,  into  Port  Hamil- 
ton, BennadiL  where  the  alaveo  on  board  were 
fanSbij  Mxed  and  det^ed  b7  tiie  local  an* 
thori^^  The  other  two  were  wre<^ed  on  the 
EjB;fS  bekmg^g  to  the  Bahama  idands,  and  the 
passengera  and  crew  taken  by  wreckers,  con- 
tarary  to  their  wishes,  into  Nassan,  Kew  Frovi- 
dence,  where  the  alaves  shared  the  same  £ite 
as  at  Bermada. 

These  were  the  essential  &cts  of  the  case. 
He  did  not  intend  to  argne  the  questions  that 
grew  oat  of  them.  There  was,  indeed,  littie 
or  no  ground  for  argnment  No  one  m  the 
least  ocmrersant  with  the  laws  of  nations  can 
doubt  thai  these  Tessels  were  as  much  under 
the  }MX)tection  of  our  flag,  while  on  their  voy- 
age pnweeding  from  one  port  of  the  Union  to 
anotoer,  as  if  tbey  were  in  port,  lying  at  the 
iriiarraa,  wiUiin  onr  aoknowledged  jnriadlction. 
Kw  is  it  leas  dear,  that  tonei  as  the  Enter- 
prise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken, 
under  the  droumstances  that  the  passengers 
and  crews  of  the  other  two  were,  into  the 
ftttiah  dominions,  they  lost  none  of  the  rights 
widoh  bdonged  to  them  while  on  their  voyage 
OB  ^  ooean.  So  far  otherwise,  so  far  from 
lodng  the  protection  which  our  flag  gave  them 
while  on  the  ocean,  they  had  superadded,  by 
thnr  misfortunes,  tlM  additional  rights  which 
the  lawB  of  humanity  extend  to  the  unfortunate 
in  thdr  atnation,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
all  dnliaed  natloiis  aa  aaored.  It  follows,  aa  a 
neeesaary  consequence,  that  the  mniudpal  laws 
of  tike  place  oouid  not  diveet  the  owners  of  the 
pn^erty  which,  aa  dtisena  of  the  United 
States,  they  had  in  ti>e  slaves  who  were  pas- 
sengers in  the  vessds ;  and  yet,  as  dear  as  is 
this  oondnson,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and 
detained  by  the  local  anthorities  of  the  idanda ; 
and  the  Government  of  Great  Britain,  after 
five  years*  n^;otiaUon,  has  not  only  withhdd 
redress,  but  has  not  even  deigned  to  answer 
the  often-repeated  application  of  our  Govern- 
ment for  redress,  we  are  thus  left  by  its  silence 
to  oonjectore  the  reason  for  so  extraordinary  a 
eonrae. 

On  casting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  subject, 
he  could  fix  on  but  one  that  had  the  least 
plaaribilit7,  and  that  resting  on  a  princ^de 
,  wluoh  it  -was  soarcdy  oreditu^  tiiat  a  Oovem- 
BMot  so  intdBgont  could  sasnme:  he  meant 
the  principle  that  there  could  not  be  property 
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in  peraons.  It  was  not  for  him  to  ot^ect  tiiat 
Great  Britain,  or  any  othor  conntiy.  diould 
assume  that  or  any  other  prindple  it  might 
think  proper,  as  applicable  to  its  sobjects ;  but 
he  must  protest  against  the  ri^t  to  adopt  it  as 
applicable  to  onr  conntry  ordtizens.  It  would 
strike  at  the  independence  of  our  country,  and 
would  not  be  less  insulting  than  outrageous; 
while  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
tiie  greatest  slaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  not- 
withstanding all  cant  about  emancipation,  to 
apply  such  a  principle  in  her  intercourse  with 
others.  It  is  time  to  speak  oat  bddly  on  this 
subjectj  and  to  expose  freely  the  folly  and 
bypoerisy  of  those  who  accuse  others  of  wha^ 
if  there  be  guilt,  they  are  more  gnU^  th^- 
sdvea. 

Ours  is  not  the  only  mode  in  whidi  man  mij 
have  dominion  over  man.  The  principle  whidi 
would  abrogate  the  property  of  our  citizens  in 
their  slaves  would  eqnally  abrogate  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britdn  over  the  subject  na- 
tions under  her  control.  If  one  individnd  can 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one 
nation,  whida  is  but  an  aggregate  of  indi- 
viduals, have  dominion,  which  involves  the 
highest  right  of  property,  over  another?  If 
man  has,  by  nature,  the  right  of  sdf-^vem* 
ment,  have  not  nations,  on  the  same  prmoiple^ 
an  e^ud  right  ?  And  if  the  former  forbids  one 
individnd  from  having  property  in  another 
individual,  does  not  the  other  eqnaUy  forbid 
one' nation  holding  draninion  over  another? 
How  incondstent  would  it  be  in  Great  Britdn 
to  withhold  redress  for  injustice  to  our  dtizens 
committed  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  ground 
that  persons  ooold  not  be  proper^,  while  in 
the  East  Lidies  she  eiercisos  nnUmited  do- 
minion over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of 
human  beings,  whose  labor  she  controls  aa 
effectually  as  our  citizens  do  that  of  their 
slaves  [  It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  she  will 
venture  to  assume,  in  her  relation  with  us,  a 
principle  so  utterly  indefensible,  and  which 
could  not  but  expose  her  to  imputations  which 
would  make  her  dncerity  qnwtionable.  This 
she  most  see,  and  to  the  fust  that  die  does  he 
attribnted  her  long  and  obstinate  dloioe. 

Bat  it  may  be  asked,  why,  then,  does  ahe 
not  make  reparation  at  once  in  so  dear  a  case  ? 
Why  not  restore  the  dares,  or  make  ample 
compensation  to  their  owners  t  He  could 
imagine  but  one  motive:  she  had  among  her 
subjects  many  whose  fanatiod  fedings  on  this 
subject  she  was  unwilling  to  offend;  out,  while 
respecting  the  fedings  of  her  subjecte,  blind  and 
misdirected  as  tiiey  are,  she  ought  not  to  forget 
tiiat  onr  Government  is  also  bound  to  respect 
the  fedings  of  its  citizens.  Let  her  remember 
that,  if  to  respect  the  rights  which  our  dtizena 
have  over  their  daves  be  o£fendve  to  any  por- 
tion of  her  sulfjeots,  how  much  more  so  wonld 
it  be  to  oar  dtizens  for  our  Goremment  to 
aoqaiesee  in  her  reftisd  to  respedt  our  right  to 
eatabUdi  the  rdation  which  one  porti<m  of  oar 
pc^nlation  dtall.faa^  to  anotiur,  and  how  im- 
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reasonable  it  vonld  be  for  h»  to  e^P>eot  that 
onr  Goreniment  shoold  be  more  indiflbroit  to 

the  feelings  of  ite  citizens  than  hers  to  any 
portion  of  hei*  snbjects.  He,  with  every  lover 
of  his  country,  on  both  sides,  desired  sincerely 
to  see  Oie  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  conn- 
tries  pr^rred ;  bnt  he  held  that  the  only  con- 
dition on  which  they  conld  possibly  he  pre- 
served was  that  of  peifect  eijnality  and  a  mntnal 
respect  for  their  respective  mstitntions ;  and  he 
comd  not  bnt  see  that  a  perseverance  in  witJi- 
hcdding  redress  in  these  cases  mnst^  in  the  end, 
disturb  the  friendly  relations  which  now  so 
haroilr  exist  between  the  two  ooantries. 

He  hoped,  on  resnming  the  correspondenoe, 
onr  Govenmiait  woold  press  the  alum  for  re- 
dress in  a  manner  far  more  earnest  and  becom- 
ing the  importance  of  the  subject  than  it  has 
heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  him  that  a  vast 
deal  too  mnoh  had  been  s^d  about  the  decision 
oi  the  courts  and  the  acts  of  the  Brittsh  Gov- 
ernment than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have 
little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  case,  and  can 
have  no  force  whatever  agiunst  the  grounds  on 
which  our  cldms  for  jostioe  stand.  However 
binding  on  their  own  sabjects,  or  foreigners' 
voluntarily  entering  her  dominions,  they  can 
have  no  binding  effect  whatever,  where  mis- 
fortune, such  as  in  these  cases,  placed  our 
citizens  within  h^  Jurisdiction. 

If  they  be  pra|>erl/ meseuted,  and  pressed 
on  the  ftttoition  of  the  British  Govenmien^  he 
oonld  not  donbt  but  that  qieedy-  and  ample 
Justice  would  be  dtme.  It  oonld  not  be  with- 
held but  by  an  open  refusal  to  do  justice,  which 
he  conld  not  anticipate.  As  to  himself  he 
should  feel  boond,  as  one  ot  the  representatives 
from  the  slaveholding  States,  wnich  had  a 
ecnliar  and  deep  interest  in  the  question,  to 
ring  this  case  annually  before  Congress,  so 
long  as  he  held  a  seat  on  this  floor,  if  redress 
HhaU  be  so  long  witbhdd. 


Tsxdjly,  Uardi  8 

Ifr.  Bites,  firom  the  Committee  on  Kaval 
Affairs,  reported  a  recommendation  ttiet  Ihe 
Senate  disagree  to  the  amendments  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  for  tiie 
more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pendon  funds. 

Hr.  B.  explained  the  groimd  of  the  recom- 
mendation. The  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to 
raise  the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  officers 
before  Karch,  18SS,  to  the  level  of  those  since 
that  date,  while  the  amendment  of  the  House 
proposed  to  cat  down  the  pensions  since  1835 
to  uie  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
assented  to,  and  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the 
amendment  f^om  the  House. 

Dittribution  Qumtion—JOepoHt  with  OuStatet. 
A  message  -waa  reodved  from  the  Boose  cf  1 
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Representatives,  informing  the  Senate  that  tbe 
House  adhered  to  its  disagreement  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  tiie  fortificati<m 

bill. 

Hr.  Wbighi  thereupon  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate adhere  to  its  amendment. 

Kr.  OALnoDN  observed  that  this  was  a  veir 
important  amendment  indeed^  and  one  which 
he  deeply  regretted  the  committee  had  deemed 
ft  proper  to  report.  He  could  not  consent  to 
sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the  question  to  be 
taken,  without  at  least  requesting  to  hear  some 
reason  why  an  amendment  of  this  character 
had  been  reported.  If  there  should  be  a  large 
surplus  in  the  Treasmy,  as  there  was  eveiy 
reason  to  eneot  there  would  be,  the  natural  and 
proper  distnbntion  of  it  was  obvioudj  lo  return 
it  to  the  people.  He  oonld  not  bnt  express  his 
surprise  that  the  committee  diould  e^>eot  the 
Senate  to  strike  out  an  amendment  of  this  im- 
portance, ramply  on  their  recommendation. 

Hr.  Wbioht  s^d  that  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session.  None  knew  better  than 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  the  nature  of 
tiie  amendment,  and  the  bearings  of  the  whole 
qaestion.  The  subject  was  as  well  understood 
by  every  member  of  the  Senate  as  it  could  he 
hj  the  committee.  The  section  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  added  to  this 
bill  was  predseW  the  bill  introdnoed  at  the 
commenoement  of  Ihe  searion  t^tiie  honin«Ue 
gentleman  from  Soujh  Oarolina  himself  which 
had  been  referred  to  the  Finance  Oommittee, 
and  long  since  reported  on.  Surely,  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  written  report  on  a  bill 
referred  but  yesterday,  and  embracing  a  salijeet 
of  such  vast  magnitude.  The  amendment  in- 
volved as  important  a  question  as  ever  had 
been  submitted  to  Congress ;  and  if  this  had 
been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  heard 
of  itj  tiiere  would  have  been  great  propriety  in 
requiring  either  a  written  report,  or  at  least 
some  verbal  explanation  In  regard  to  it  Bnt 
iii.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  as  the  case  stood, 
to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  witii  whidt 
everybody  was  ftmiliar,  and  on  which  -he 
could  not  suggest  a  ring^e  new  idea.  A  reportf 
under  snoh  circumstances,  would,  if  made, 
change  no  opini<ni.  This  was  the  simple  ex- 
plaowon  which  he  had  to  make  (so  &r  as  he 
was  personally  c<mcemed)  in  reply  to  the  call 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

After  some  further  debate,  the  Senate  deter- 
mined to  adhere  to  its  diaagraonent. 

Tub. — TAesam.  Bentoa,  Brown,  Budianan,  Cuth* 
bert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbordi 
King  of  Alobama,  King  of  Georgia,  Limi,  Lyon, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell^  Page,  Parkw, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Rugbies,  Scvior,  Strange,  lUl- 
madge.  Walker,  WaJl,  Wright— 27. 

Nays. — Heaers.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  (^^tOD, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Bendridcs,  Kent, 
Knight,  McLean,  Mocffe,  ICinrris,  Prentiaa,  Pfeston, 
Bobt^  Soathard,  ^enoe,  Swift,  Upton,  Tomlin- 
sm,  WdMtet^  WUte— 58. 
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TTuinha  to  the  Fretidentpro  tern. 

Mr.  Enro,  of  Alabama,  the  President  pro 
tem.j  having  temporarilj  left  the  chair, 

Mr.  Datis  snbmitted  the  following  rMOla- 
tion,  which  was  ananimotifily  adopted : 

JU^olved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  ten- 
denA  to  ttw  honoraUe  William  R.  Kino,  Freudent 
fro  Umpore,  for  his  Ute  impArdal  and  dignified  ser- 
ikM  as  presiding  officer. 

Ai^ownmmt. 
Mr.  HuBBABD,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 

E Dinted  to  wait  on  the  Premdent,  and  inform 
im  that  the  two  Hoases  of  Congress,  having 
finished  the  hosiness  hefore  them,  were  now 
ready  to  ad^oom,  unless  he  bad  some  farther 
commnnication  to  make,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
were  answered  by  the  President  that  he  had 
no  other  official  communication  to  make,  but 
that  he  had  charged  him  to  say  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  his  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
might  etyoy  health  and  prosperity  in  this 
world,  and  h^piness  in  the  next. 
On  motion  of  S£r.  Websieb, 
Hie  Senate  then  adjourned  cuttf  die. 


£XTRA  SESSION  OF  TSS  8SNATK 
"The  FkKSiDxirr  or  thi  rnRD  Suna, 

"  To  ,  SmaUyr  for  the  State  of  . 

*\  By  Tirtoe  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  the  oon- 
Mitotfam,  I  hereby  ccmTane  the  Sttute  the  United 
States,  to  m«et  in  the  Senate  duunber  on  the  4th  day 
vt  Mardi  next,  at  10  o'clock  in  die  forenooiif  to  re- 
oetre  any  commmiicatioa  the  Freadent  Of  flie  United 
States  may  think  it  his  duty  to  make. 

«  ANDREW  JAOKSON. 

^'DnEMNEBSO,  1886.** 

Satcboat,  March  4. 

In  conformity  with  the  above-recited  sum- 
mons  from  the  President  of  Ihe  United  States, 
the  Senate  assembled  in  their  chamber,  in  the 
«ity  of  Wadiington,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  this 
day. 

The  Benate  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Kaia, 
of  Alabama,  the  late  FresideDt  «v  tern. 

BioHASD  H.  JoHmKnr,  of  Kentnoky-,  Yioe 
President  of  the  United  States,  being  present, 
was  conducted  to  the  Secretary's  table  by  Mr. 
ORinn>T,  and  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  haraig  been  adminis- 
tered to  him,  Mr.  King  vacated  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Johnson-  took  his  seat  as  President  of  tine 
Senate  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  YioB  Pbhsideht,  on  taffing  the  ch^, 
addressed  the  Senate  as  follows : 

OentteJiun  of  the  Benaie :  In  entering  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  pre^ding  officer  of  this 
body,  the  neceauty  of  addres^g  Its  members  has 
been  very  much  lessened,  if  not  superseded,  by  the 
of^xNtoni^  affinded  me  of  presenting  some  of  my 
sentunents  when  I  accepted  the  dtnation. 


I  cannot,  hovever,  permit  the  present  occasion  to 
pass  without  again  tendering  to  you  my  grateful  ac- 
knowledgmenta  for  the  honor  coaSemA  upon  me  by 
yourch<Sce. 

There  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  upon  this  globe,  a 
ie^Iative  body  more  respectable  and  more  exalted 
in  character.than  the  Benate  of  the  United  States ; 
and  there  is  not,  peihaps,  a  deliberative  assembly 
existing  where  the  presidiiu;  officer  baa  leas  diffl- 
cuity  in  preserving  order.  This  facility  is  attribut- 
able principally  to  two  causes:  the  int^ligence and 
patriotism  of  the  members  who  compose  the  body, 
and  that  personal  respect  and  courtesy  which  hare 
dways  been  extended  from  one  member  to  another,  in 
its  deliberations.  These  qualities  have  a  tendency  to 
produce  a  unity  of  design,  and  a  mutual  confidence, 
in  the  ultimate  otifect  of  all,  vfaateTer  diiference  of 
opinion  may  exist  in  relation  to  the  means  of  gain- 
ing the  commtm  end  \  and  inculcate  that  sentiramt 
of  equality  among  tbe  members  wUch  constitutes  the 
essential  principle  of  our  free  institutions,  and  whidi 
will  never  cease  to  anim^  a  body  so  enlightened  as 
this.  These  reflections  have  mitigated  the  intense 
anxiety  of  mind,  and  wdl-founded  apprehensions, 
ari^ng  from  a  consciousness  of  my  own  defidency  of 
qualimsations  to  preside  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  the  exenuse  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  me 
by  the  constitution,  it  shall  be  my  effort  to  pursue 
that  course  of  conduct  which  has  recommended  me 
to  the  consideration  of  my  fellow-dtizeus — a  iuthfiil 
discharge  of  my  public  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my 
abilities,  and  in  a  manner  that  shall  seem  best  calcu- 
lated to  give  satisfaction  to  all.  Contemplating  the 
duties  and  ceremonies  of  this  day,  it  might  be 
conddered  improper  In  me  to  consume  any  more 
your  time  by  adv^tiog  to  other  subjects,  however 
relevant  to  the  new  ponlion  wbidi  Z  now  occupy. 
I  shall,  therefore,  close  my  ranaiks  by  informing  the 
Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  iriththe  bus- 
iness for  whldi  we  are  assembled. 

There  were  now  asoratained  to  be  nresent 
every  Senator  from  every  State  in  the  TTnioDf 
except  one,  (}St.  MoEotlet,  of  Alabama,)  being 

fifty-one  in  number. 

The  new  members  present  were — 

From  Indiana,  Ouvbe  H.  Smith  ;  from  Illi- 
nois, BicHABD  M!.  ToiTNO ;  from  Ohio,  WnxiAU 
Ali^  ;  from  Maine,  Reubl  Willi aus  ;  from 
Connecticut,  Pebbt  Smith. 

The  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  was 
then  administered  by  the  Vicb  Pbesidbiit  to 
the  new  Senators,  and  those  Senators  re-elected, 
except  lb-.  Sbvieb,  of  Arkansas,  the  considera- 
tion of  whose  credentials  of  appointment  b^  the 
Governor  (as  to  filling  the  vacan<7  occasioned 
by  the  expiratitm  of  his  own  term)  waa  post- 
poned to  Monday. 

The  Senate  continued  its  sittings  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  Tharsday  fi^owing, 
and  were  enf^aged,  principal^,  upon  ezeontire 
baainess-^actmg  npon  £be  nominations  of  the 
President'. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Gbundt,  from  the  Judiciary 
Oomnuttee,  reported  "  that  the  Hon.  Ahbbosb 
H.  Skvikb  is  entitied  to  his  seat  as  a  Senator 
fh>m  Arkansas,  under  ,the  executive  appoint- 
ment of  the  17th  of  January,  1837 ;  and  that  he 
now  have  the  oath  of  ofiSce  accordingly  ad- 
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ministered  to  him."  On  Wednesday  the  report 
was  debated,  ^nd  on  the  question  of  agreeing 
to  it  the  yeas  and  nays  were  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Mcsers.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Llan, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston, 
lUres,  Robinson,  Ruggle^,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Tip- 
ton, Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright,  Young— 26. 

Nats. — Hesets.  Bayard,  Blade,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  HcKean,  Morris,  Mouton,  Prentiss,  Boblwis, 
ftnith  of  JjuUana,  Soathud,  Swift,  Webster,  Williims 
—19. 

Mr.  SensB  then  appeared  and  took  the  oafii 
of  office. 

The  VioB  Fbesidbnt  having  reth^  from  the 
chwr  on  Tuesday,  according  to  usage,  to  allow 
of  the  choice  of  a  President  pro  tern,  hefore 
the  a(]joummeDt,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  a  President  pro  tern.,  when  WuxuH  B. 
Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  elected- 

At  the  close  of  Thursday's  sitting,  a  committee 
was  ^pointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbight,  to 
annonnoe  to  the  Fis^dent  of  the  United  States 
that  the  Senate  had  got  throngh  its  bndness, 
^d  was  ready  to  ac|Jonm,  if  he  had  no  Airther 
commnnieation  to  make  to  them.  ICr.  Wnionr 
and  Vr.  Xtoit  were  appointed  a  committee 
accorduigly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  the  oom- 
nuttee  reported  that  they  bad  discharged  the 
duty  thas  confided  to  them,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  President  bad  no  further 
communication  to  make  them.  And  then 

Ihe  Senate  ac|Joanied  Ha*  die. 

Inauguration  of  Fretident  Van  Burm. 
On  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March,  Martin  Tan  Bnren, 
Esq.,  Fretfdent  elect  of  tibe  ITnited  States,  wis  in- 
doetod  into  olBoe  with  the  usual  formalltiefl  and 
ceremonies ;  and  thereupon  ddlrered  the  fbOowbig 
inaugural  address : 

FiLLOW-oiTizKHs:— The  pnwitioe  of  all  nnr  prede- 
nemon  imposes  on  me  an  oUigatlm  I  dieerniUy  ful- 
fil, to  accompany  the  first  and  sdmn  act  (tf  my 
public  trust,  vim  an  avowal  of  the  principles  that 
irill  guide  me  in  performing  it,  and  an  expreauon  of 
my  feelings  on  assuming  a  chuve  so  re^nsible  and 
vast.  In  imitating  their  example,  I  tread  in  the  foot- 
steps of  illustrious  men,  whose  superiors,  It  is  our 
liappiness  to  betieve,  are  not  found  on  the  executive 
calendar  of  any  country.  Among  them  we  reconiize 
the  earUeat  and  firmest  irillaraofmerepabllo;  mose 
by  whom  oar  national  independence  was  wst  de- 
dared ;  him  who,  above  all  others,  contributed  to 
eetabGdi  it  on  the  field  of  battle ;  and  Uiose  whose 
expanded  intellect  and  patriotism  constructed,  im- 
proved, and  perfected,  tiie  inestimable  |n8titati<HiB 
under  which  we  live.  If  sudi  men,  in  the  podtion  I 
BOW  occapy,.fiiIt  themselves  overwlielmed  by  a  sense 
of  gratitadefor  this,  the  highest  of  all  matks  of  thdr 
eonntry's  confidence,  and  by  a  oonsdousnesa  of  tbdr 
inability  adequately  to  dischatge  the  duties  of  an 
office  so  difficult  and  exalted,  how  much  more  must 
these  conKdentions  afi'ect  one  who  can  rely  on  no 
mdi  claims  for  fimv  or  forbearance.  UnUkeallnbo 


have  preceded  mo,  the  Revolution,  timX  gave  us  ex- 
istence as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the  period  of 
my  birth ;  and,  iriillst  I  etatemplate  wiu  grateful 
reverence  Out  manordtle.  event,  I  fwA.  that  I  belong 
to  a  liUer  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  oqu^ 
trymen  to  wei^  my  actions  with  the  same  kind  Mid 
pu*tial  hand. 

So  senubly,  fellow-dtisens,  do  theee  cironm^pmces 
press  themselves  upon  me,  that  I  should  not  dare 
to  enter  upon  my  path  of  doty,  did  I  not  look  tat 
the  generous  aid  of  those  who  will  be  associated  with 
me  m  the  various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  tho 
Government ;  did  I  not  repose,  with  unwavering  re- 
liance, on  the  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
kindness,  of  a  people  who  never  yet  (wserted  a  pub- 
lic servant  honratiy  laboring  In  their  cause ;  and, 
above  all,  did  I  not  permit  myself  humbly  to  hope 
for  the  Bustaining  support  of  an  ever-watchful  and 
bai^kxnt  Fwid^ice. 

To  the  confidence  and  ctmsidation  draived  from 
these  sources,  it  would  he  ungrateful  not  to  add  those 
which  spring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition. 
Though  not  altogether  exempt  from  embanassments 
that  £aturb  our  tranquillity  at  home  and  threaten  it 
abroad,  yet,  in  all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy, 
and  flmuismi^  pe<^e,  we  stand  without  a  panuld 
hi  Ae  worid.  Abroad,  we  ei^oy  tihe  req>ect  and, 
witii  scarcely  an  exception,  the  friendship  of  every 
nation.  At  home,  while  our  Government  qnietlyj 
but  effidentiy,  performs  the  sole  le^ptimate  end  of 
political  institutions.  In  doing  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greateet  number,  we  present  an  aggr^te  of  hu- 
man proaperi^  surely  not  elsewhere  to  be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  is  the  obligation  imposed 
upon  every  dtiien,  in  his  own  sphere  of  actim, 
whe^er  lindtod  or  extended,  to  exert  lumself  in  per- 
petuating a  condition  of  tfahigs  so  dngntariy  luqipy. 
All  the  lessons  of  history  and  experience  must  be 
lost  upon  us,  if  we  are  oontent  to  trust  alone  to  the 
peculiar  advantages  we  happen  to  possess.  FoaUion 
and  dimate,  and  the  bounteous  resources  that  nature 
has  scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand — even  the  dif- 
fiised  intelllgenoe  and  dented  character  of  our  peo> 
pie — ^wiU  anil  us  nothing,  if  we  fail  sacredly  to  up- 
hold those  political  institutions  that  were  wisdy  and 
deliberatdy  formed  with  reference  to  every  circum* 
stance  that  could  preserve,  or  mi^t  endanger,  the 
blessings  we  enjoy.  The  tiiou^^  framera  of 
our  constitution  l^iidated  foe  our  country  as  flwy 
found  it.  Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  statafr 
men  and  of  patriots,  they  saw  all  the  aouross  rnid 
and  wooderfol  prosperity ;  but  they  saw  abo  mat 
various  habits,  opinions,  and  institutions,  peculiar  to 
the  various  portions  of  so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply 
fixed.  Distinct  sovereignties  were  in  actual  exist- 
ence, whose  cordial  umon  was  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare and  h^)mness  of  all.  Between  many  of  them 
there  was,  least  to  some  extent,  a  real  diverdtj  of 
interests,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  tiirough  dtdster 
designs;  they  dififered  in  size,  in  population.  In 
wealth,  and  in  actual  and  prospective  resources  and 
power ;  tiiey  varied  in  the  diaractcr  of  their  industry 
and  staple  prooRictions ;  and  in  some  eusted  do- 
mestic institutions  wliksh,  unwisely  disturbed,  nd^t 
atdaoger  titie  harmoi^  at  the  whole.  Host  cweDdly 
were  aU  these  circumstances  weighed,  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  new  Government  laid  upon  principles 
of  reciprocal  coocesaion  and  equitable  compromise 
The  jealou«es  which  the  smaller  States  might  cntei^ 
taia  of  tiie  power  of  the  rest  were  allayed  by  a  rule  of 
represm^atiou,  confessedly  unequal  it  that  tim^  and 
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designed  forever  to  remain  so.  A  natonl  fear  that 
the  broad  soope  of  general  legislation  might  bear 
upon,  and  anwiaely  control,  parUcnlar  interests,  vras 
counteracted  by  UmitB  strictly  drawn  aroimd  the 
aetitmof  the  federal  anthority;  and  to  tiie  people 
and  the  States  was  left  onimpaired  their  aovereign 
power  orer  the  Innumerable  satyecta  embraced  in  ae 
mtemnl  government  of  a  jost  repnbUo,  euepting 
■ach  only  as  necessarily  ^)pert^  to  the  concerns 
tbe  wbole  confederacy,  or  its  interconrse,  as  a  united 
communis,  with  the  other  nations  of  the  worid. 

This  provident  forecast  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Balf  a  centniy,  tecmioff  with  extraordinary  events, 
and  dsewhere  prodwJng  asttmlshing  remits,  Ins 
pused  along,  bat  on  our  institiitions  It  has  left  no 
tDjarious  mark.  From  a  small  community  we  have 
risen  to  a  people  powerM  in  numbers  and  in 
Btrength ;  bat  with  our  increase  has  gone,  hand  in 
hand,  the  prepress  of  just  principles ;  me  privileges, 
civil  and  rel^ons,  of  the  humblest  Individual  are 
■till  sacredfy  protected  'at  homo :  and,  iriiile  the 
valor  and  fortitude  of  onr  people  nave  removed  far 
from  us  tiie  sUghtest  apprehension  of  fbreign  power, 
they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  In  a  ringle  instance,  to 
forget  what  is  righL  Our  commerce  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  remotest  nations ;  the  value  and  even 
nature  of  our  productions  has  been  greatly  dumged ; 
a  wide  (fiflference  has  arisen  In  the  relative  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  cotmtry ;  yet 
the  ^rit  of  mutual  regaid  and  (tf  faithibl  adherence 
to  easting  compacts  lus  continued  to  prei^  in  our 
councils,  and  never  long  been  absent  from  our  con- 
doct.  We  have  learned  by  experience  a  fruitful 
leeson  :  that  an  implidt  and  imdeviating  adherence 
to  tiie  principles  on  which  we  set  out  can  carry  us 
pro^ierously  onward,  throi^  all  the  confitcta  of  cir- 
comstanees  and  the  Tidaritedes  inseparable  from  ttie 
lapse  of  years. 

Ibe  soeceas  that  has  tiins  attended  onr  great  ex- 
periment is,  in  itself,  a  sofflcient  cause  for  grstitude, 
on  account  of  the  happiness  it  has  actually  conferred, 
and  the  example  it  has  unanswerably  given.  But 
to  me,  ray  fdlow-dtizens,  looking  fonrard  to  the  far- 
Astant  frttore,  witii  ardent  prayen  and  confidiiM' 
hopes,  this  retrospect  presents  a  ground  for  still 
deeper  delight.  It  impresses  on  my  mind  a  firm 
b^ef  that  £e  perpetuity  of  our  institutions  depends 
upon  ourselves ;  that,  if  we  muntain  the  principles 
on  whidi  they  were  established,  they  are' destined  to 
confer  thdr  benefits  on  countless  generations  yet  to 
come ;  and  that  America  will  present  to  eveiy  friend 
of  manldud  tbe  dieering  proof  that  a  popuhr  Gov- 
emnwDt,  wisdy  fimned,  Is  wanting  in  no  element  of 
endurance  or  strength.  Fifty  years  ago,  its  rapid 
failnre  was  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrol- 
lable causes  of  diasolution  were  supposed  to  exist, 
even  by  the  wise  and  good ;  and  not  only  did  un- 
friendly or  speculative  weorists  anticipate  for  us  the 
Ate  of  past  republics,  but  tbe  fears  of  many  an 
bonest  patriot  overbalanced  his  sanguine  hopes. 
Look  buA  on  Qxae  forebodings,  not  hastily,  but  re- 
hctantly  made,  and  see  how,  m  every  instance,  they 
have  completely  fUled. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  the  stm^es  of 
the  Revolution,  was  supposed  to  warrant  the  belief 
thai  the  pcofrfe  would  not  bear  the  taxation  requisite 
to  discharge  an  immense  public  debt  already  in- 
enrred,  and  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  ^le  cost  of  two  wan  has  been  paid, 
not  only  widioat  a  murmur,  but  with  nneqoalled 
ihcri^.   No  one  la  now  Wt  to  doabt  flnt  evoy 


burden  will  be  dieerfiilly  borne  that  may  be  neces* 
sary  to  sustun  onr  dvil  institutions,  or  guard  our 
honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  has 
shown  that  the  willingness  of  the  pe<^e  to  contribute 
to  these  ends,  in  eases  of  emergency,  has  unlfoinily 
outran  the  confidence  of  th^  representatives. 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when 
an  felt  the  imposing  infiueuce  as  they  recognized  the 
unequalled  services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a 
common  sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  his  char- 
acter could  alone  bind  "the  discordant  materials  of 
our  Government  together,  and  save  us  from  the  vio- 
lence of  contending  factions.  Since  his  death  nearly 
forty  years  are  gone.  Forty  exasperation  has  been 
often  carried  tofts  Inghest  pc^t;  the  virtue  and 
the  fbrtitude  of  the  people  have  sometimes  been 
^reatiy  tried ;  yet  our  system,  purified  and  enhanced 
m  value  by  all  It  has  encountered,  still  preserves  Ita 
spirit  of  fiee  and  fearless  discnsdon,  blended  witfi 
unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  oapad^  <tf  tiie  penile  for  sdf-govennnenf^ 
and  their  wUlingness,  from  a  high  sense  (tf  duly,  and 
without  those  exhlMtions  of  coercive  power  so  gener- 
ally employed  in  other  cotmtries,  to  submit  to  alt 
needful  restnunts  and  exactions  of  tlie  mmucipal  law, 
have  also  been  &vonibly  exemplified  in  the  history 
of  the  American  States.  Occasionally,  it  is  true, 
the  ardor  of  public  sentiment,  outrunning  the  r^fular 
progress  of  the  judidal  tribunals,  or  seeking  to  readt 
cases  not  denounced  as  criminal  by  the  existing  law^ 
has  displayed  itself  tn  a  manner  calculated  to  give 
pain  to  the  friends  of  free  government,  and  to  en- 
coura^  the  hopes  of  tboee  who  wish  for  its  oveiv 
throw.  These  occurrences,  however,  have  been  far 
less  frequent  in  our  countiy  than  in  any  other  of 
equal  population  on  the  globe ;  and,  with  the  diffu- 
sion of  intelligenee,  it  may  wdl  be  hoped  that  they 
will  constantly  dlmlfiiah  fn  frequency  and  vjolenca. 
The  generous  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  of 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow-citizens  wjQl  anuredly, 
in  time,  produce  this  result ;  for  as  every  assmnption 
of  illegid  power  not  onlywoimda  the  migestyoftbe 
law,  but  furnishes  a  pretext  for  atnidging  the  liber- 
tiea  of  tiie  people,  the  latter  have  the  moat  (Qrect  and 
permanent  hiterest  in  preserving  the  landmarks  of 
sodal  order,  and  m^talning,  on  all  occssbns,  the 
inviolability  of  those  constitutional  and  l^al  provi- 
slons  which  they  themselves  have  made. 

In  a  supposed  unfitness  of  our  institutions  for  those 
hostile  emergendes  whic^  no  country  can  always 
avoid,  their  mends  found  a  flruitfb)  source  of  appre- 
hension, tbdr  enemies  of  hope.  While  they  foresaw 
less  promptness  of  action  than  in  Governments  dif- 
ferently formed,  they  overlooked  tbe  fin:  more  im- 
portant conslderntion  that,  with  us,  war  could  never 
be  tbe  result  of  mdividual  or  irrespomnble  will ;  but 
must  t>e  a  measure  of  redress  for  iiyuries  sustained, 
voluntarily  resorted  to  by  those  who  were  to  bear 
the  necessary  sacsiflce,  iriio  would  oonseqoentiy  fed 
an  indhridnal  interest  In  tiie  eontest,  and  whose 
energy  woold  be  commensutate  with  the  difflcnitles 
to  be  encountered.  Actual  events  have  proved 
their  error ;  the  last  war,  far  from  hnpidring,  gave 
new  confidence  to  our  Government ;  and,  amid  re- 
cent apprehendons  of  a  rimilar  conflict,  we  saw  that 
the  energies  of  our  cotmtry  would  not  be  wanting  in 
ample  season  to  vindicate  its  rights.  We  may  not 
pomesa,  as  we  should  not  deure  to  possess,  the  ex- 
tended and  ever-ready  military  organuation  of  other 
nations;  we  nu^  occarionally  sutler  in  tbe  outset  ibr 
thewnrtoftt;  bntamoa^  oonelvn,  all  dooM  upon 
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this  great  point  has  ceased,  while  a  salutay  experi- 
ence wilt  prevent  a  contrfti7  opinidn  from  inTiting 
amcedon  from  abroad. 

^Gortun  dtoiger  was  foretold  from  the  exteodon  of 
our  territory,  Uie  multiplicatioQ  of  States,  and  the  in- 
crease of  population.  Our  system  was  supposed  to 
be  adapted  only  to  boondaries  comparatively  narrow. 
These  bare  been  widened  beyond  coiyecture ;  tiie 
members  of  our  oonfederacy  are  already  doubled ; 
and  the  nmubers  of  our  ■peop]6  are  incredibly  aug- 
mented. The  alleged  causes  of  danger  have  long 
surpassed  anUdpation,  but  none  of  the  consequences 
bare  followed.  The  power  and  Inflnence  of  the  re- 
public hare  risen  to  a  height  obvious  to  all  mankind ; 
respect  for  its  authority  was  not  more  apparent  at 
its  andent  than  it  is  at  its  presrat  limits :  new  and 
inezhanstible  sourcea  of  eetund  prosperity  luTe  been 
opened ;  the  effects  of  outance  have  been  averted 
the  inventive  genius  of  our  people,  developed  and 
fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the  en- 
larged variety  and  amount  of  interests,  jvoductions, 
and  pursuits,  have  strengthened  the  chiun  of  mutual 
depwdence,  and  formed  a  drcle  of  mutual  benefits 
too  apparent  ever  to  be  overlooked. 

In  Justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  aothraities,  duScaltlea  neariy  insonnoimtable 
arose  at  the  outset,  and  sobaeqoent  ooUiBlons  were 
deemed  inevitable,  -  Amid  theae,  it  was  scarcely  be- 
Uered  pos^le  tiiat  a  scheme  of  government,  so  com- 
|dex  in  construction,  could  remain  unii^ured,  From 
time  to  time  embarrassments  have  certainly  occurred ; 
but  how  just  is  the  confidence  in  future  safety  im- 
parted by  the  knowledse  that  each  hi  sncceasion  has 
been  happily  removed.  Overiooldng  partial  and 
temporary  evila,  as  inseparable  from  the  practical 
operation  of  all  human  institutions,  and  looung  only 
to  the  general  result,  every  patriot  has  reason  to  be 
satisfied.  While  the  Federal  Government  has  suc- 
cessfully performed  its  appropriate  iVnctioos  in  re- 
lation to  foreign  affidrs  and  concerns  evidentiy  na- 
tional, that  of  every  State  has  remarkably  improved 
in  protecting  and  developing  local  interesta  and  in- 
dividud  welfare ;  and  if  the  vibrationa  of  anthori^ 
have  occaaonally  tended  too  much  towards  one  or 
the  other,  it  is  unquestionably  certain  that  the  ulti- 
mate operation  of  the  entire  system  has  been  to 
strengthen  all  the  existing  institutions,  and  to  elevate 
our  whole  country  in  proqwrity  and  renown. 

The  last,  periiTOS  tte  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
sources  of  discord  and  diraster  supposed  to  \wk  in 
our  political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic 
slavery.  Our  fore&tbers  were  deeply  ira|»«sBed 
with  the  delicacy  of  thb  subject,  and  they  treated  it 
with  a  forbearance  so  evidentiy  wise,  that,  in  spite 
of  every  sinister  foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  pres- 
ent period,  disturbed  the  tranqnilUty  of  our  common 
country.  Such  a  result  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
jnatioe  and  the  patriotism  of  tbdr  course :  it  is  evi- 
dence, not  to  be  mistaken,  that  an  adherence  to  it 
can  prevent  all  embarrassment  from  tiiis,  as  well  as 
{eom  every  other  antidpated  cause  of  difficulty  or 
danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it  obvious  to 
the  slightest  reflection,  that  the  least  deviation  from 
this  spirit  of  focbearance  is  ii^urious  to  every  inter- 
est, that  ctf  humanity  included  f  Amidst  the  vidence 
of  excited  peasions,  tUs  generous  and  fraternal  fbriing 
has  been  sometimes  disregarded ;  and,  standing  as  I 
now  do  before  my  countrpnen  in  this  high  place  of 
honor  and  of  trust,  I  cannot  refrwn  from  imxiously 
invoking  my  fellow-citizens  never  to  be  deaf  to  its 
dictates,  P^rodving,  before  my  election,  the  deep 


interest  this  subject  was  be^^nning  to  exdte,  I  be- 
lieved it  a  eolonu  doty  fUly  to  make  known  my  sen- 
timents in  regard  to  it ;  and  now,  vdien  every  motive 
for  nusrepreeentation  has  passed  away,  I  trust  that 
they  will  be  candidly  weighed  and  understood.  At 
least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of  conduct  in  the  path 
before  me.  I  then  declared  that,  if  the  deore  oC 
those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  &vorable  to  my 
election  was  gratified,  "  I  must  go  into  the  predden- 
tial  chair  the  inflexible  and  uncompromising  op* 
ponent  of  every  attempt,  on  the  part  at  Congress,  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  o[  Columbia,  against 
the  wishes  of  the  slaveholding  States ;  and  also  with  a 
determination  equally  dedded  to  resist  the  slightest 
interference  with  it  in  the  States  where  it  exists." 
I  submitted  also  to  my  feUow-dtizens,  with  fulnea 
and  franknesB,  the  reaeons  wludi  led  me  to  tUs 
determination.  The  result  antboriies  me  to  believe 
that  they  have  been  approved,  and  are  confided  in, 
by  a  nugority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding  those  whom  Oiey  most  immediatdyafiiect.  It 
nowomyranainstoadd,  that  no  lull  counting  with 
these  views  can  ever  receive  my  constitutional  eano- 
tion.  .  Theee  ofunions  have  been  adopted  in  the  firm 
t)eUef  that  they  are  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  that 
actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  the  remdilic,  and 
that  succeeding  experience  has  proved  them  to  be 
humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honomble,  and  jusL 
If  the  antatioQ  of  this  sul^ect  was  intended  to  reach 
the  stability  of  our  institutions,  enough  has  occurred 
to  show  that  it  has  dgnally  fiuted  ;  and  that  in  this, 
as  In  every  other  instuace,  the  q)preheuinons  of  the 
timid  and  the  hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destnio- 
tion  of  our  Government  are  again  destined  to  be  dis- 
appointed. Here  and  there,  Indeed,  scenes  of  dan* 
gerouB  exdtement  have  occurred;  terrifying  in- 
stances of  local  violence  have  been  witnessed ;  and  a 
reckless  disregard  of  the  consequences  of  thor  con- 
duct has  exposed  individuals  to  popular  indignation; 
but  neitiier  masses  of  the  people,  nor  sections  of  the 
counby,  have  been  swerved  from  their  devotion  to 
the  txHtd  id  imion,  and  the  prindides  it  has  made 
sacied.  It  will  be  ever  thus.  Siidi  attempts  at 
dangerous  agitation  may  periodically  return,  but 
with  each  the  object  irill  be  better  understood.  That 
predominating  affection  for  our  political  system 
which  prevails  throughout  our  territorial  units; 
that  caliQ  and  enli^tened  judgment  which  ultimately 
governs  our  pecqde  as  one  vast  body,  will  always  be 
at  band  to  resist  and  control  every  effort,  foreign  or 
domestic,  which  alms  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our 
institutions. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  such  a  retro- 
spect as  this  I  We  look  back  on  obetadca  avoided, 
and  dangers  overcome ;  on  expectations  more  than 
realized,  and  prosperity  perfectiy  secured.  To  the 
hopes  of  the  hostile,  the  feats  of  the  timid,  and  the 
doubts  of  the  anxioos,  actual  experience  has  given 
the  condurive  reply.  We  have  seen  time  gndually 
dispel  every  unfavorable  foreboding,  and  our  consti- 
tution surmount  every  adverse  circumstance,  dreaded 
at  the  outset  as  beyond  control  Present  exdtement 
will,  at  all  times,  magnify  present  dangers ;  but  true 
philosophy  most  teach  us  that  none  more  threaten- 
ing than  the  past  can  remun  to  bo  overcome ;  and 
we  ou^t,  for  we  have  just  reascHi,  to  entertain  an 
abiding  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institutions^ 
and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  administered  in  the 
true  form,  character,  and  apirit,  in  which  they  were 
established,  they  are  abundimtly  adequate  to  preserve 
to  us  and  onr  children  the  rich  Ues^Dga  already  de* 
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rired  front  them  ;  to  make  our  beloved  land,  for  a 
tboasend  ^neratiana,  that  chosen  spot  where  hap- 
pineflB  gpnngB  from  a  perfect  equality  of  poIitioJ 
rigbtn. 

For  myself,  therefore,  I  dedre  to  declare,  that  the 
prindida  that  will  Korem  me,  in  the  high  duty  to 
-wiath  my  country  oua  me,  ia  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
letter  and  q>irit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  vas  de- 
aigned  by  tlioeevdko  framed  it.  LotAing  back  to  it  as 
a  aaered  liiitnuDeitl,  cazeftiUy  and  not  easily  framed ; 
icneiBberiDg  that  it  iras  thnnigfaoiit  a  woric  oS  ood- 
ceancm  and  compromise ;  'newing  it  as  limited  to  na- 
tional otgects ;  r^;arding  it  as  leaTing  to  the  people 
and  the  States  all  power  not  explicitly  parted  witb ; 
I  iiball  endeavor  to  preserre,  protect,  and  defend  it, 
by  anzioualy  referring  to  its  providon  for  direction  in 
aeOoB.  To  matters  of  domestic  coDceroment 
vUdi  it  has  intrusted  to  tite  Federal  GoTonment, 
and  to  audi  as  relate  to  our  interoouise  with  fore^ 
nationa,  I  shall  lealondy  derote  myself;  beyond 
those  lindta  I  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  thia  occa^n,  into  a  further  or  more 
minute  exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  quee- 
tioDfl  of  domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrumve  as  it 
is  probably  unexpected.  Before  the  suffrages  of  my 
•oontrynten  were  oo  of  erred  upon  I  sotenltted  to 
tbem,  with  great  preddoD,  opamw  on  all  the 
most  prominent  OT  these  sulyectfl  These  opinions 
I  dwD  endeavor  to  carry  out  with  my  utmost  alrility. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform 
and  inteUi^Ue  as  to  constitute  a  rule  of  executive 
•ondaeC  which  leaves  little  to  my  diseretioii,  unless, 
tedeed,  I  irere  wBUng  to  nm  counter  to  the  Uf^ts  of 
eKpatetee  and  the  known  opMana  of  my  oonsti- 
tneMs.  We  sednlonsly  cultivate  the  friendahip  of 
all  nationa,  m  the  ocmdition  moat  compatible  with 
oar  wel&re  and  the  principles  of  our  Oovemment. 
We  decline  alliances,  as  advme  to  our  peace.  We 
desire  ounmerdal  relations  on  equal  terms,  being 
ewa  willinffU)  give  a  fair  equivalent  for  advantages 
recdved.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our  intercourse 
with  openneas  and  lonceilty ;  pron^tly  avowiiw  onr 
obieeta,  and  flecking  to  estaUish  tint  motoal  frank* 
nam  wlddi  is  as  benefidal  in  the  dealings  of  naduia 
as  of  men.  We  have  no  disposition,  and  we  disclaim 
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all  light,  to  meddle  In  disputes,  whether  internal  or 
forei^  that  may  molest  other  countries  ;  regarding 
them,  in  their  actual  state,  as  social  oommoidtie^ 
and  preserving  a  strict  neatrality  in  all  their  contro- 
veraee.  WeU  Iniowing  the  tried  valor  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  onr  exhauattees  resources,  we  neither  antid- 
pate  nor  fear  any  designed  aggresdon ;  and.  In  the 
consciousness  of  our  own  just  conduct,  we  feel  a  se- 
curity that  we  shall  never  be  called  npon  to  exert 
our  determination,  never  to  permit  an  invasion  of 
our  ri^ts  without  ponlAment  or  redress. 

In  approaching,  then,  in  the  preaenoe  of  my  as-  , 
lembled  countrymen,  to  make  uie  sdemn  promise 
that  yet  remains,  and  to  pledge  myself  that  I  wilt 
faithftiUy  execute  tin  office  I  am  about  to  fill,  I  bring 
witb  me  a  settied  puipose  to  m^intnin  the  institutimis 
of  my  couutnr,  which,  I  trust,  will  atme  fbr  the 
errors  I  commit 

In  receiving  from  the  people  the  sacred  trust  twice 
confided  to  my  illustrious  p^decesew,  and  wluoh  he 
has  discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  wdl,  I  know  that 
I  caimot  expect  to  perform  tiie  arduous  task  with 
equal  ability  and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have 
been  in  Us  coundls,  a  daily  witness  of  his  excludve 
and  unsurpassed  devotion  to  bis  country's  wd&re, 
agreeing  in&  him  in  sentimenta  wtuoh  his  country- 
men hare  wannly  suworted,  and  permitted  to  par- 
take largely  of  his  confldence,  I  may  bope  that  eome- 
what  of  the  same  cheering  i^vobation  will  be  fbimd 
to  attend  npon  my  path,  for  him  I  but  express* 
vrith  my  own,  tiie  wMies  of  all — that  he  may  yet  long 
live  to  eq}oy  the  brilliant  eveiUng  of  his  well-spent 
life ;  and,  for  myself,  conscious  of  but  one  dedre, 
iuthAilly  to  serve  my  country,  Z  throw  myself^  with- 
out fear,  on  its  justice  and  Its  kindness.  Beyond 
that  I  only  loc^  to  the  gradous  protection  of  the 
Divine  Being,  whoee  strei^^eniog  support  I  humbly 
soUdt,  and  whom  1  fervenUy  pray  to  look  down 
upon  US  all.  Hay  it  be  among  tiie 'dispensatiooa 
His  providence  to  bless  our  beloved  country  with 
honors  and  with  length  of  days ;  may  her  ways  be 
Tngarfploaaanlneoo,  and  ell  her  paths  be  peace. 

HABTIN  YAK  BUBEir. 

IIlBCH  4,  1887. 
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TWENTT-FOUfiTH  C0NGfiESS.-SEC01lD  SESSION. 


FBOGEEDINOS  ASSTD  DEBATES 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


McnmiT,  December  6, 1^6. 

At  twelve  D^dook  the  Spmakib  (Hon.  Jaus 
K.  Pouc  of  TenneBsee)  took  the  duir,  and  call- 
ed the  House  to  order. 

The  roll  of  members  having  been  called  over 
hj  the  Oler^  (Waxteb  S.  Feahklin  Esq,,)  and 
a  qnomm  bemg  foand  in  attendance,  the  Honee 
proceeded  to  bnsiuess,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, jointly  with  a  comnuttee  of  the  Senate, 
to  wait  upon  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States, 
and  inform  him  of  the  organization  of  the  two 
Hoiuee,  and  their  readiness  to  reouve  any  oom- 
immioalitm  from  him. 


TuEBDAT,  December  6, 

Hie  Kml  Jomr  Yocko,  elected  a  member 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  to  mpplj  the 
Taoancy  ocoauoned  hj  the  rerignation  cn  Philo 
0.  Foller,  appeared  this  d^,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

lit,  D.  J.  Pkaeoh  informed  the  Honse  that 
the  joint  committee  appointed  on  yesterday  to 
wut  on  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States,  had 
pcfffoimed  their  duty ;  and  that  they  had  been 
directed  by  the  Preradent  to  say  that,  at  12 
o'dook  this  day,  he  woold  make  a  oommnnioa- 
tion,  in  writing,  to  both  HooBea.  (See  Senate 
proceedings  of  date.) 


Wbdsbbdat,  December  t. 

"Mr.  OuiBOBNK,  of  IGsdssippi,  addreased  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  It  is  only  a  few  years  nnce  I 
witnessed  from  that  gallery  the  affecting  hon- 
ors paid  to  the  remains  of  a  distingnished 
BepnsentatiTe  flrom  the  State  of  Uisusrippl* 

.  •  Hoa.  OirtoUipliBr  BaaUn. 


Since  that  period,  she  has  lost  two  son^* 
eminent  for  talents  in  the  pnbUc  service,  and 
yoa  are  now  called  on  to  render  tiio  last  homage 
to  the  memory  of  another.  The  time  that  has 
intervened  since  the  death  of  my  lamented  col- 
leagae  saves  me  the  painful  da^  of  being  the 
first  to  oommunioate  it  to  Ms  friends,  now 
present.  He  died,  tir,  as  he  bad  lived,  through 
a  life  of  extraordinary  Tieissitndes,  witn  diarao- 
teristie  fbrtitnde,  wi^  but  one  wish  nngratafied 
— a  wish  so  natnral  to  the  hnman  heart — that, 
in  his  dark  honr  of  dissolution,  he  might  be 
snpported  by  his  nearest  and  best  beloved,  and 
the  cherished  bein^  that  grew  np  and  elnate^ 
ed  aronnd  his  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  It  wiU,  in  what 
shwe  it  tnhj.  in  tiie  battle  or  the  ahq>wreck,  or 
in  tne  st^itnoe  of  the  dmster,  it  is  appalling  to 
hnman  ocmtemplation.  Bnt  when  It  overt^s 
US  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know  that  onr  la^ 
moments  of  ag<my  and  inflrmitr  are  to  be  wit- 
nessed by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  oonscions  that 
we  most  be  carried  down  to  an  nnwept  grave, 
where  no  kindred  dost  shall  mingle  with  oars 
forever,  and  the  last  hope  of  home  and  of  fanu- 
ly  &des  from  onr  filmed  view,  oh  t  sir,  this  is 
deadi  t  this  it  is  to  die.  Sach  was  the  destiny 
of  my  colleagne,  "  by  strangers  honored  and  hj 
strangers  moomed."  His  dying  message  was 
for  those  broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widow- 
hood and  orphanage— his  ea^iring  a  "pnj- 
er  for  than  [ 

Mr  Speaker,  I  shall  prononnce  no  eolo^  on 
the  dead.  Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twenfy 
years  he  preserved  a  high  pontitm  in  the  pnb- 
lie  service,  and  died  poorer  than  when  he  en- 
tered it,  leaving  to  hia  children  the  riches  of 
an  honorable  name.  If  it  be  praise  to  have 
lived  bdoved  and  die  nnreproaohed,  then  it  is 
doe  to  him. 

•  TbaBOM  B.        and  Botet  B.  AAMi%«f  tto  a& 
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It  DOW  onlj  remains  for  ns  to  pay  the  final 
IwnMin  to  his  moDorr — aad,  beouue  it  seems 
like  tH«akiQK  the  last  linlc  that  binds  the  liring 
to  the  dead;  solemn,  when  we  reflect  how 
soon,  bow  rerj  soon,  some  Mend  now  present 
may  invoke  the  same  tribute  for  ourselves  I 

I  offer  yon,  sir,  the  following  resdntion : 

Setohed,  TbtXy  in  testimony  of  fbdr  respect  for 
the  memory  of  Datid  Dicebom,  late  a  Ropresentative 
from  the  Scale  of  MiasisBippi,  tbe  members  of  this 
Boose  will  wear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  resolution  was  onanimonaly  agreed  to. 

Death  t)f  Omeral  Ctfffw^  iff  Oeorgia. 

Mr.  Hathib,  of  Ge«8^  addressed  the  chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  On  me  has  devolved  the  moum- 
fal  doty  <tf  amvoonoiog  to  this  House  the  death 
of  one  of  its  member^  my  friend  and  coUflagne, 
the  Hem.  JoHS  Ocvrai^  («  Geo^na.  Foraoon< 
dderaUe  portion  <tf  tbe  last  sesnon  of  C(nigreBs 
lie  labtvea  under  severe  IndiEpodtion,  whidi  at 
dUTerei^periods  detained  him  from  the  service 
of  the  Home.  Although  his  symptomfl  were 
00  mitigated  before  the  a^ourmnent  as  to  ena- 
ble bim  to  resume  the  regTilar  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  no  radical  amendment  bad  taken ; 
place,  and  .with  gradually  increasing  force  his 
disease  dosed  hie  ezistenoe,  in  the  boscnn  of 
his  ftnuly,  in  the  month  of  September  last. 

In  spMldng  of  a  departed  friend  and  ool- 
leagoe,  the  language  of  eulogy  might  be  excus- 
ed; bat  to  t^we  who  have  beoi  assodated 
vith  Qeatni  Owfb  in  the  labors  of  this 
House,  for  the  last  three  years,  soch  language 
mndd  be  mneoesssry. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domedic  and  so- 
dal  rel^ons,  he  was  emioeotly  characterized 
1^  affectionate  kindness  and  oonrtesy,  and  that 
pnblio  duties  were  discharged  with  honor  to 
ninuelf  and  fidelity  to  Ms  country.  As  the 
imal  mark  of  reject,  I  offer  the  foJiowiug  res- 
fltntiona: 

Jfiarfwrf,  tHKMUNoMly,  That  this  House  has  re- 
ceived with  the  liveliest  sendfoillty  the  auiniKdation 
of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jona  Corns,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  Georgia. 

R^tolted,  wwHimoudj/t  That  this  House  tenders 
to  (he  rdadTes  of  the  deceased  tbe  expresdon  of 
te  ^fmpathj  cn  Hia  mouruM  event ;  and,  m  a  tes- 
Ifanaay  of  nqiecfe  for  the  memorjr  of  the  deoessed, 
the  members  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  ann  for 
tUftydajs. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed 
to:  and  then,  on  motion  otyr,  OnBmuir, 
llie  House  a^lovrned. 


Thubsdat,  December  8. 

The  3&di$(m  Papen. 

Tbe  following  Hessage  in  writing  was  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  tbe  United  States : 

T»  Ott  StnaU  mitd  Bmm  of  Bitptutniataa : 
laanndti  herewith,  ooiHes  cf  my  coireqwndenoe 


[H.  or  B. 

with  Mrs.  Uadieon,  produced  by  the  lesoIuUon 
adopted  at  the  last  seasion  the  Senate  and  House 
of  RepresentaUves,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated 
husband.  The  oooauon  seems  to  be  appropriate  to 
presmt  a  letter  fhan  her  ou  the  solject  of  tbe  pnb> 
Ucatlon  of  a  work  of  ereat  political  interest  and  abil- 
ity, careiblly  prepared  by  Mr.  HMUs(m*B  own  band, 
under  drcumstances  that  give  it  dahns  to  be  consid- 
ered as  little  less  than  offidaL 

CouBTess  has  already,  at  condderaUe  expense,  pub* 
ished,  m  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  joomals  of 
the  revoludonaiy  Congress,  and  of  the  conventions 
that  formed  tbe  Constftotion  of  tbe  Uidted  States.  I 
am  persnsded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  IbuUsm,  eonddp 
Bring  tbe  author,  the  soliyect-matter  of  it,  and  the 
ohcnmstances  under  which  it  was  prepared — long 
withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has  be^  by  those  mo- 
tives of  personal  kindness  and  delicacy  that  gave  tone 
to  his  Intercourse  with  his  fdlow-own  undl  be  and 
all  1^  had  been  partkipatorB  with  him  in  the  seenea 
be  dssntties  have  passed  away— wdl  deserTse  to  b^ 
eomethe  [mmer^of  tbenathm:  and  cannot  ftO,  tf 
puUIshed  and  disseminated  at  ne  puUie  cfaaiga,  to 
confer  the  most  imptoiant  of  all  ben^te  on  the  pres- 
ent and  every  succeeding  generation — accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  piindi^es  of  their  Oovemment,  and 
the  drcumstances  under  which  tiioy  were  rectui^ 
mended,  and  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  ad(^ 
tion. 

ANDBEVr  JAOKSOy. 

dhuoirs,  isse. 

The  Message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  PATnxs,  referred  to  the  prcmosed 
Joint  Committee  on  tiie  lilwary,  ana  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

DeaA  Iff  Mr.  ftfMord. 
lb.  Dattb,  of  lod&uu,  addressed  Che  Chair 

as  follows : 

Hr.  Speaker :  PunfVil  as  the  dn^  may  be,  H 
is  mine  of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the 
House  tbe  decease  of  awnber  of  ita  members. 

^  friend  and  oolleagne,  the  Hon.  Owntcn 
L  ^nrasDk  died  at  CMnoinnati  on  tiu  96th  nit, 
after  a  f^w  dm  of  snflbring  mvdi  xaan  severe 
than  ordinarily  falls  to  the  lot  of  mankind  in 
passing  that  dread  ordeal.  The  immediate 
cause  of  his  death  is  peritaps  well  known  to 
tlus  House  and  to  the  oonnt^.  It  was  his 
misfortune  to  suffer  from  one  of  those  impelling 
accidents  which  are  of  but  too  frequent  reour* 
renoe  upon  our  steamboats,  by  the  bursting  of 
their  machinery.  He,  too,  tike  one  of  oar  aa- 
sodates  whose  death  was  announced  <hi  yeeter' 
day,  died  among  strangers,  yet  among  friends. 
At  the  ho^itable  mansion  of  the  Hon.  Robert 
T.  Lytic,  (whoe  he  paid  the  great  debt  of  na- 
ture,) he  received  tbe  most  unremitting  atten- 
tion and  kindness^  as  also  the  most  unwearied 
services  of  those  who  rank  among  tbe  first  in 
the  profession  of  medicine ;  but  all  would  not 
do;  the  onmipotent  fiat  had  gone  forth  by 
which  he  was  called  from  the  service  of  his 
country  to  the  service  bis  Grod.  Had  I 
studied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  eulogy  upon  his 
character,  I  should  find  words  too  cold,  lan- 
guage too  Ine^ressive,  to  do  Justice  to  his  rir- 
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toes.  It  was  mj  good  forttme  to  be  &vored 
for  many  years  wim  bis  ac<jnaintance,  and  to 
share  lat|;e^  in  bis  friendship.  With  a  clear 
and  discnmiiiatiiig  miDcL  an  honest  heart,  and 
an  nnUriDg  industry,  he  bad  elevated  bttoself  to 
the  hiebest  seat  in  me  affections  of  those  who 
knew  bim  best  In  all  the  varied  relations  of 
life,  (to  which  he  was  aboat  to  add  another  of 
a  aaond  and  req>ODnble  oharacter,)  be  aostain- 
ed  the  most  mimlliff'  reputation,  leaving  to  the 
world  indnUtable  evidence^  not  only  that  he 
iras  a  man  bl^  attainments,  bat  that  be  was 
emphatically  one  of  God's  noblest  works — an 
honest  man. 

Ur.  D.  then  sabmitted  the  foDowing  resolo- 
iioos,  wl^  were  unanimously  ad(^ftea: 

JUtoietd,  That  M  a  tfetimotiial  of  respect  for  the 
wumaatf  of  the  Hon.  Geobok  L.  Kurmlbd,  late  a 
member  of  this  Honae  frcm  the  State  of  Indiiaka,  the 
membere  of  this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  tm 
for  thirty  days. 

JUtolved,  Tha^  the  coimectioDS  aod  oonstitnents  of 
Mr.  Kffi«a«p  are  joined  in  the  tanoetaH  oondolence 
fisrtbekwiof  Oat  inteatimable  msn  to  them,  to  as, 
and  to  the  ewntry. 

The  Hoose  a^jonmed. 


KoiTDAT,  December  18. 

PtpciU  vUh  the  Stata— Motion  to  relacM  ikm 
fnmUtBtUoration, 

Hx.  V™™  moved  the  fidlowiiig  rasdntkm: 

Sttohed,  Ibat  ^  Committee  of  Wa^  and  Means 
be  instmoted  to  repni  a  bdl  to  amend  die  18lh  aeo- 
titm  of  tfae  act  <^  the  last  aeaiaon  of  Oaagttm,  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  r^aUte  the  depodta  of  &  pobtio 
money,"  by  relearing  the  severtl  States  v1k>  may  re- 
eeive  any  part  of  the  snrplns  revenue  of  the  Unit^ 
States^  in  ponnanoe  of  that  act,  from  aiqr  obUgatum 
toretimi  theaamfc 

3Cr.  IteoBB,  after  a  few  obaervtttions  upon 
fhe  oljeot  of  this  proporition,  moved  to  post- 
pone uie  conadendion  of  the  reacdntioo  till 
Wednesday  week  next,  and  make  it  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

Mr.  DiTNLAP  remarked :  Vi,  Speaker,  I  am 
opposed  to  the  gentleman's  resolution  being 
made  the  specitd  order  of  this  House.  The  res- 
olution involves  a  vety  important  qnestion,  to 
wit,  the  power  of  Congress  to  distribate  the 
snrplns  revenue.  This  important  constitntional 
qoMtion  was  avoided  at  the  last  session,  and 
now  it  is  intended  to  be  brooght  op,  to  the  ez- 
olnsion  of  all  other  bndness.  Tbe  States  have 
the  money,  and  may  do  what  they  please  with 
it,  and  I  wish  the  mscnsEn<ni  <^  this  subject  to 
be  postponed  nntal  a  long  session  of  Congress. 
This  will  be  a  very  short  session,  and  should  be 
a  bnsiness  session.  I  am  opposed  to  all  nnne- 
oessary  discussion  at  this  session ;  and  I  desire 
that  the  business  of  tbe  American  people  shonld 
be  attended  to.  I  therefore  move  that  tbe  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

Vi,  Meboxb  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on 


the  qnestion  layins  bis  resolution  on  tb« 
table ;  which  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken 
without  debate,  (the  rules  not  admitiuig  debMe 
on  a  motion  to  lay  any  propoeitkn  on  the 
table,)  stood— yeas  136,  nays  78. 

Bo  tbe  reaoltitkai  was  wdered  to  lie  w  tb« 
taUe. 


TraaiMiT,  Deoembv  18. 

Tk$  Prmdsnfi  Mmage. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Lotall,  die  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  th« 
state  of  tbe  Union,  (Mr.  Adams  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  annual  Mesnge  of  the  Freddeot  of  the 
United  States. 

liMniik0  AdmbUitration. 

Vr.  Wmi  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JU$otvedt  That  so  madi  of  the  F^readent's  Meassge 
as  relates  to  the  condition  of  tbe  raiioas  execntlTe 
departments,  the  abili^  and  intenity  with  whidi 
Uiey  have  been  ooodncted,  tbe  vj^ant  and  ^tfafld 
dis^ia^  of  the  public  badness  In  all  (rf*  them,  and 
the  caosea  of  complaint,  ftom  any  qnarter,  at  Uw 
manner  hi  which  they  have  fiilfilled  m  oljiBCts  of 
their  creation,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to 
con^  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
'  sons  and  papers,  and  wiUi  instmctions  to  inquire  late 
the  oondHkm  of  Aa  varioas  execntive  depaitm«Bl% 
tbe  aUli^  nti  inXegAtj  with  lAIdi  they  have  been 
oonduoted,  into  the  manner  in  wUcb  the  pablic  barf- 
neas  has  been  dischaised  in  aU  of  them,  and  into  all 
causes  ftf  oompUiot,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  man- 
ner in  whidi  said  departments,  or  tb^  badness  or 
offices,  or  my  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  de- 
scription wtotever,  direcUy  or  indirectiy  connected 
wi£  them  in  any  manner,  offidally  or  onofflciaDy,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  tiie  pnUic  Interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accompfish  me  oljects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  vi<Jated  their  duties,  or  have  Iqjured  or  im- 
pdred  the  piiUie  service  and  interest ;  and  that  sud 
committee,  in  its  inqniries,  may  refer  to  such  periods 
of  time  as  (o  tbem  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Hr.  Wiaa  then  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ur.  Ch^rman :  In  submitting  the  resolntioa 
of  reference  which  I  have  sent  to  the  Chur,  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  offer  some  reflections  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country. 

Sir,  this  p^er  is  the  last  anntud  message  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  contemplation  of  it  as 
such  is  deeply  affecting  to  tbe  smcere  lover  oi 
him,  and  ^lemnly  moumfol  to  the  honeet  lover 
of  his  country. 

What  should  the  last  annual  message  of  An- 
drew Jackson  have  been  t  "Who  ia  he,  what 
has  be  been?  Tbe  answer  to  this  question 
ought  to  determine  what  tills  last  aet  of  Its 
kind  of  his  sbonld  have  be^. 

A  man  of  homble  but  respectable  origin,  he 
was  bom  in  the  times  of  hia  coontry's  travul 
for  independence.  His  precocious  spirit  of  re- 
sistance to  oppression  marked  bis  fnfiuit  body 
with  the  scars  of  the  Bevolntion.  After  the 
times  which  tried  men's  aoub  had  passed  awaj* ; 
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after  the  bleanngs  of  freedom  had  been  secured 
by  all  the  moniments  of  the  institations  of  onr 
fiiuhera,  the  fruits  of  peace,  and  virtae,  and 
irisdom^  and  jealous  patriotism ;  after  varied 
and  cheqnered  scenes  of  private  and  pnblio  life, 
mtder  a  destin;'  adverse  on1,v  so  far  as  it  was 
foil  of  dangers,  in  games  not  olympio,  in  con- 
tests not  heroic,  ve  find  him  in  the  midst  of 
his  country's  second  troubles  a  citizen  soldier, 
a  nu^or-general  of  the  aimr  of  the  r^ublie. 

He  "  was  ambitions  of  lame ;  and  as  long  as 
mankind  shall  continue  to  bestow  more  liberal 
iDplaose  on  their  destroyers  than  on  their  ben- 
^Ktors,  the  thirst  of  military  glory  will  ever 
be  the  vice  of  the  most  exalted  <maraoters." 
A  boldf  eoei^tic,  and  dauntless  commander, 
he  carried  conquest,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and 
difficulties,  into  the  wilderness  of  the  savage 
tribes  of  the  Soathemfi*ontier;  was  the  daring 
bnt  snccesrihl  and  justified  invader  of  a  neutral 
territory,  and  finally. "  filled  the  measure  of  his 
country's  glory  "  in  defence  of  Orleans,  where 
he  aasnmed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law, 
the  jndge  advocate  of  men*s  allegiance— where 
he  conquered  the  conquerors  of  Napoleon — 
where  he  professed  and  practised  snbmistion  to 
tite  cMl  mthraity,  and  where  he  acquired  tiie 
thle  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I  will 
say,  "a  dear-booght  debt  of  gratitude"  from 
his  coontty. 

"  Hiul,  second  Saviour  1 "  was  shouted  from 
the  lips  of  every  grateftil  heart,  and  echoed 
from  every  hill  and  valley ;  his  name  was  em- 
blazoned high  on  the  rolls  of  imperishable  mil- 
itary fome,  and  peace  was  quick  to  hallow  his 
victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  occupations 
were  gone,  but  civil  honors  were  showered 
and  thickened  aronnd  him.  From  the  camp  he : 
rosetoaaeat  in  the  Senate  ohamber^^r  then 
the  Senate  chamber  was  hi^er  than  the  camp. 
He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  Ms  hmors  patlent- 
ly;  but  an'ihat  had  been  d<me  or  oonld  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in 
the  estimation  of  a  generous  people.  He  was 
nominated  for  the  first  place  on  earth — tiie 
presidency  of  these  united,  sovereign,  and  in- 
aependeut  States  of  America;  for  then  these 
States  were  united,  sovereign,  and  independent. 
Civilians  and  statesmen,  of  proudest  names  and 
stations,  were  his  com^titors;  but  he  was  the 
people's  candidate,  against  men  iii  office,  a^inst 
the  powers  that  were,  against  their  intngues, 
their  patronage,  and  their  caucuses;  and  in 
consideration  thereof  and  of  his  Jast  appella- 
tion of  Hero,  he  was  most  popular  and  strongest 
in  the  tdnraUty  oi  rota.  He  was  defeated — 
defeated  here,  in  this  hall,  in  the  Hoose  of 
Bepresentatives,  by  men  snoh  as  we  axe— and 
wtut  we,  the  repranntatives  of  the  people, 
are,  I  will  not  nunc — ^by  means  I  will  not  de- 
scribe. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  manner 
of  his  defeat  was  not  oidy  enough  to  insure  his 
subsequent  trinmph,  bat  to  rivet  him  immov- 
,  ably,  right  or  wrong,  in  the  hearts  of  bis  ooun- 
tryinen  forever.  Be  became  the  champion  of 
p^ular  rights  and  the  ^eotive  franchise,  against 
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office-holders  and  offloe-seekers — the  favorite 
pet  of  the  people,  who  was  to  scourge  bribery 
and  corruption,  whose  nimie  was  to  be  terror 
to  all  f  vil-doera,  whose  policy  was  to  be  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  whom  the  independ- 
ence of  Congress  of  executive  patrtmage  was 
to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage  was 
to  be  curtailed  to  harmlesaness,  and  in  whom 
"  the  line  of  safe  precedents  "  was  to  be  broken 
and  destroyed.  He  was  swept  and  mshed 
slong  on  the  roaring  tide  of  an  overwhelming 
opuWity  high  np  into  office,  on  the  second 
ood,  and  that  popularity  has  never  deserted 
him — no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for 
a  moment ;  notwithstanding  strong  winds  which 
have  blown  from  every  point  of  the  compass, 
and  opposing  currents  in  every  direction,  it  has 
continued  to  swell  and  swell,  nntil  it  has  be- 
come a  flood — I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
the  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  profes«ng 
and  procl£uming  the  most  severe,  aye,  stoical 
democratic  principles ;  the  people  coimded  in 
him,  were  bound  to  him  the  closer,  and  have 
never  wavered  yet  In  their  confidence— X  will 
not  siqr.  though  he  has  tried  it  to  the  ntter^ 
most  Unfortnnately  for  him,  when  he  was 
crowned  with  the  reward  of  his  military  ser- 
vices, and  was  inducted  into  office,  he  not  only 
found  "  competitors  to  be  removed,  enemies  to 
be  punished,"  but  he  was  beset  by  friends  from 
whom  he  sliould  have  pnt  up  prayers  to  be 
saved.  I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  in 
those  magnanimous  qoalificaticms  of  a  truly 
great  man,  which  alone  could  rid  him  and 
guard  him  from  these  misfortnnes — for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  most  ordi- 
nary temptations,  and  his  virtne  must  be  strong 
who  presides  in  a  palace — ^but  misfortunea  they 
were. 

So  it  was,  he  was  buoyed  np  in  the  afi^otions 
of  the  sovereign  pe(^e.  Baa  be  done  wrongt 
He  was  popular.  Has  he  done  worse  than 
wrong  I  He  was  popular,  and  he  was  the 
President  who  could  do  no  wrong,  in  whom 
popularity  was  joined  with  power  and  patron- 
age. Has  mthleas  proBoription  for  opinion's 
sake  turned  faithftil  pnblio  servants  out  of  their 
employment,  and  snatched  from  the  months  of 
theirfamiliestheirbread?  We  are  told  the  Pres- 
ident ordered  the  removals^and  the  people  had 
sanctioned  proscription  I  Has  fevontism  filled 
the  vacancies  whicn  proscription  has  made  with 
the  servile  tools  of  party,  to  do  the  bidding  of 
power?  We  are  told  that  the  President  had 
need  of  his  own  fiiends,  and  that  the  people 
have  sanctioned  the  maidiL  "  lhat  to  the  vior 
tors  belong  the  spdls  I "  Have  the  highest  and 
richest  offices,  worth  more  than  half  of  a  mil- 
Uon,  been  bestowed  as  rewards  upon  members 
of  Congress,  and  has  *'  cormption  become  the 
order  of  the  day  ? "  We  are  told  that  the  Pres- 
ident was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  fanctionaries,  and  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  the  "  order  of  the  day  I  "  As  "  till 
the  reign  of  Sevems,  the  virtne  and  even  the 
good  aense  of  ther  Emperors  had  been  distin- 
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Slahed  Huir  zeal  or  affected  reverence  for 
» Boman  Senate,  and  by  a  tender  regard  to 
the  nice  frame  of  eMl  po&oy  inBdtnted  by  Aa- 
gDBtos,"  8o  had  tiie  virtue  and  even  the  good 
SMise  <^  preoe^ng  Presidents,  till  th6  reign 
<^  Andrew  Jackson,  been  distangoished  by  their 
Mai  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate, 
and  by  a  tender  r^ard  for  the  nice  frame  m 
civil  policy  institiited  by  the  fathers  of  onr  re- 
public 1  Had  '*  his  yonth,"  like  that  of  Severos, 
"been  truned  in  the  implicit  obedience  of 
oamps,  and  his  riper  years  spent  in  the  despo- 
tism of  military  command  t  could  not  his 
haughty  and  indexible  spirit  discover,  or  would 
he  not  acknowledge,  the  advantage  of  preserv- 
ing an  intermediate  power,  however  imaginary, 
between  the  Emperor  and  the  army ! "  As  in 
tbe  reign  of  BeToma,  was  "  the  Senate  filled 
with  TK^idwd  and  eloqnoit  slaves  from  the  east- 
m  wiA  I  mtxx  add  southern)  provinces,  who 
jnatmed  perwmai  flattery  by  qieoulatiTe  jninoi- 
ples  cf  servitade  f  "  Have  the  lawyers  of  his 
reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Fapinians  or  Fanl- 
nsee,  or  Ulpians,  *'  concurred  in  teaching  that 
the  imperial  authority  was  held  not  by  the  del- 
egated commission,  but  by  the  irrevocable  res- 
ignation of  the  Senate  ?  and  that  the  Emperor 
might  destroy  vested  rights  and  the  incorpora- 
tions of  law  by  his  tie  voto  T  "  TiVe  are  told  that 
the  aristocratic  Senate  had  dared  to  offend  the 
m^esty  of  tiie  President,  and  that  the  people 
hare  sanctioned  tbe  word  "  expunge  t  "  Has 
the  independence  of  Congrera  been  totally  de- 
rtroyed  by  corrupt  bribes  and  the  power  of  ap* 
pointing manben  to  offioef  We  are  told  that 
the  rep'^eentatlvee  of  the  people  are  selected 
to  do  the  will  of  the  President,  and  that  the 
people  have  sanctioned  the  creed  that  there  can 
be  no  treason  to  the  country  so  long  as  there  is 
fidelity  to  "  tiie  party."  Has  the  Preddent "  as- 
sumed the  reroonsibility,"  seized  the  custody 
and  the  control  of  the  public  money,  in  defiance 
of  aU  law  and  precedent,  and  placed  them  in 
the  hands  of  a  traitor  and  a  peijured  knave  t 
We  are  told  that  the  monster  bank  was  his  en- 
emy, and  that  the  people  hare  sanctioned  the 
anion  of  t^e  pnrse  and  sword,"  Has  be  as- 
amned  to  himseu  Jndioial  powers,  and  the  pre- 
lOjntiTe  to  administer  the  laws  and  the  oonsti- 
tation  aooording  to  his  own  interpretation  a^ 
hlfl  own  Irreroondble  wUlt  We  are  told  that 
the  President's  conscience  alone  is  concerned 
In  tiieir  execution,  and  that  the  people  hare 
aanctitmed  in  him  tiie  power  of  imperial  magis- 
trate. As  imperial  ma^atrate,  has  be  "as- 
nuned  the  conduct  and  style  of  sorereign  and 
conqueror,  and  exercised,  without  disguise,  the 
whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive  power  ? " 
We  are  told  that  the  President  is  '*  the  Govern- 
ment," and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  tbe 
pretension  that  all  offices  and  their  powers  are 
his  I  Have  the  enenditnres  of  bis  administra- 
tion increased  and  grown  enormonsly  beyond 
aU  ezampl<^  to  thirt>y-^ht  millions  from  fifteen 
mUlions/withont  s  cent  of  public  debt  to  be 
piUd!  We  ate  t(dd  that  tbe  rreddeut  is  the 
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best  judge,  of  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  people  hare  sanctioned  wasteful  uid  profli- 
gate extravagance  I  Have  thousands  and  hun- 
dreds of  thoosands  been  ej^nded  on  east 
rooms,  and  gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regalia  of 
apalace,  in  fact,  for  a  republican  officer  in  form  % 
We  are  told  that  the  rre^den^s  court  should 
be  as  splendid  as  any  King's,  and  that  the  peo- 
j^e  have  sanctioned  royalty  I  Has  the  patron- 
age of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremen- 
dously increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with 
the  freedom  of  elections  f  We  are  told  that  the 
reign  of  the  President  should  be  perpetoated, 
and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  inter- 
ference of  omce-nolders  with  the  elective  fran- 
chise 1  Has  tho  currency  of  tbe  country  been 
totally  deranged^  and  is  tiiere  danger  of  a  nni- 
vetsal  crash  in  trade  and  finance?  We  an  told 
that  the  Plwideut's  gcdden  experiment  most  be 
fblly  tested  to  our  hearts'  content,  and  that  t^e 
people  have  sanctioned  tbe  "  inverted  pyramid" 
of  local  bank  paper  rags,  which  threatens  to 
totter  over  our  heads  I  Has  "  tbe  fine  theory 
of  a  repnhlio  insensibly  vanished,  tmd  made 
way  for  the  more  natural  and  substantial  feel- 
ings of  a  monarchy  ? "  We  are  told  that  the 
President  may  be  a  king  by  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  that  the  people  have  already  consented 
to  the  change  1  Has  the  President  been  "  freed 
from  the  restrMnt  of  civil  laws  t  can  he  com- 
mand by  his  arbitrary  will  tbe  lives  and  for- 
tunes of  Ms  subjects,  and,"  finally,  "has  he  dis- 
posed of  the  empire,  as  of  \as  private  patri- 
mony," by  nominating  and  decting  his  snooe*- 
sor  >  We  are  told  that  the  Prerident  was  enti- 
tied  to  his  ri^t  of  election  as  well  as  oth» 
men,  and  that  the  people  have  sanctioned  and 
submitted  to  his  dictation  I 

Bir,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  Let  no 
one  infer  that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirade 
against  the  President,  or  that  I  am  venting  any 
spleen  whatever.  No,  sir ;  no.  Far,  far  be  it 
from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  late,  if  ever 
it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger 
invective  a^inst  a  Chief  Magistrate  than  truth 
and  patriotism  required.  He  of  whom  I  speak 
is,  I  deeply  regret,  now  lying  on  the  oooch  of 
human  suffering,  the  last,  I  fear,  from  what  I 
am  tdd,  of  his  sn£ferin{n  in  this  world  of  sw* 
row.  I  too  have  swrM  him  with  more  than 
half  the  seal  I  ever  aerred  a  more  omnlpotait 
master.  He  will,  if  he  lives,  soon  retire  from 
the  palace  of  power,  and  resign  all  tbe  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  state  and  station  into  other 
hands,  which  are  to  reign  after  him.  God 
grant,  sir,  that  his  retirement  may  be  that 
peaceful  and  calm  and  blessed  retartnnent  from 
the  harassing  cares  of  office,  which  belongs  to 
wisdom,  virtue,  and  tbe  consciousness  of  being 
a  public  benefactor— such  as  was  illustrated  in 
tbe  examples  of  a  Washington  and  a  Uadison. 
My  prayer  fervenUy  is,  that  he  may  yet  live 
long  at  bis  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  holy 
retreat  of  his  own  private  sanctuary,  and  sftend 
the  dedine  of  his  d^  in  solemn  reflections  * 
npon  tbe  scenes  and  events  of  a  bng  li&,  most 
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aodTely  spent  in  deeds  big  with  the  fate  of  a 
ooaatiT  he  has  defmded,  and  of  its  institutions 
**  hallowed  hj  the  wisdom  ot  sages,  aad  eonse- 
cntod  hj  the  blood  o£  heroes."  "iSaj  he  live 
long  to  witness  the  eflbcta  of  his  errors,  if 
em»s  he  has  comnutted,  to  acknowledge  and 
n|teut  of  tbem^  and  in  like  manner  to  et^oj 
tM  blesrangs  of  his  admimstration,  if  of  anj 
bleesitigs  it  has  been  frnitfoL  No,  sir;  my 
meaning  is  not  now  to  condemn  the  President, 
bnt  to  defend  the  people.  This  is  the  sole 
ol^jeot  of  the  qnestions  I  hare  pnt,  I  do  not 
mean  to  aocnse  the  President  of  all  these 
Miormities  against  civU  liberty,  of  which  I  have 
asked — is  he  guilty  t  Nor  do  I  admit,  if  he  is 
gnilty  of  them,  that  the  people  have  sanctioned 
all  or  any  which  I  have  enumerated.  But,  sir, 
I  meidy  state  the  £ujt,  that  the  party  who 
daim  to  hold  him  in  kMoing,  and  to  hold  on 
to  his  power  after  him,  claim  and  tell  us  that 
the  people  have  yielded  eveir  thing  worth 
^estfving,  and  have  sanctioned  all  these  enor- 
mities, and  more,  and  worse.  What  their 
object  mar  be  in  admitting  these  encroach- 
ments, and  in  claiming  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  and  approved  them,  I  know  not, 
mJeas  they  mean  hereafter  to  rely  upon  most 
"  unsafe  precedents  1 "  The  fact  is  alanningly 
so,  that  these  dunas  are  now  set  np,  going  so 
fiu*  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they  affect  so 
much  to  reverence  with  approving  and  sanction- 
ing proscription,  corruption,  arbitrary  power, 
tiie  destruction  of  the  checks  and  bfdances  of 
Uie  Government,  profligate  extravagance  in  its 
•dminitfratiiai,  exerabve  diotatiMi,  n^alty 
itseli^  and  s  eancns  saeoes^oa  in  an  elective 
monarchy  ?  In  advance,  I  warn  th^  that  I 
now  deny  the  fiiot  that  the  people  have  sanc- 
tioned or  (^proved  of  any  such  unpardonable 
■ins  against  them  for  their  only  bulwarks  of 
safety.  If  this  people  have  yielded  ^eady 
what  "  the  party "  claim,  they  would  have 
yielded  all  for  wl^ch  their  &thers  fought ;  and 
those  fathers  would  rise,  if  the  mighty  dead 
oonld  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  reproach 
their  debased  degeneracy,  and  their  cruel  in- 
justice, alike  to  them  and  all  posterity. 

I  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jaokaon,  then,  as 
all  candid  minds  will  bear  me  witness ;  I  have 
rirai  him  eredit  far  "  every  n^ve  he  has 
Kooght  to  Brane."  At  the  same  time,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  be  has  not  oommitted  mai^ 
IpfonKU  errors.  For  many  of  th«n  I  can  ww 
«eeonot|  tfaongh  I  cannot  pardon.  We  are 
taoght  in  history  that  '^snspioions  princes 
(rften  prconote  the  last  of  mankind,  iram  a 
vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  de* 
pendence,  except  on  their  &vor,  will  have  no 
attachment,  except  to  the  person  of  their  bene- 
&ctor."  Thus  were  the  Perennises  and  Clean- 
ders  prompted  by  a  Commodua;  apd  such 
ministers  were  weJl  qualified  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  a  prince  the  *'  futhfnl  counsel- 
kn  to  wh<Hn  a  Marcus  had  recommended  his 
SMt " — the  CUB  a  anrvile  and  ambitiona  mlnia* 
Isr,  who  had  obtained  his  post  by  fhe  mnrder 


of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possessed  a  oon- 
uderabie  share  of  ligor  and  ability ; "  the  other 
"  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over 
whose  stubborn  but  servile  temper  blows  only 
could  prevail.  He  had  been  sent  from  his  na- 
tive country  to  Rome  In  the  c^iacity  of  a  slave. 
As  a  slave  he  entered  the  miperial  palace, 
rendered  himself  useful  to  his  master's  pasdcHU, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most  exalted  stir 
tion  which  a  subject  could  eqjoy.  His  influmoe 
over  the  mind  of  Oommodns  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  his  predecessor.  Avarice  was  the 
reigniuff  pas«on  of  his  soul,  and  the  great  prin< 
<uple  of  his  administration.  The  rank  of  con- 
su,  of  patrician,  of  senator,  was  exposed  to 
public  sale.  In  the  lucrative  provincial  employ- 
ments the  minister  shared  with  the  govemw 
the  spoils  of  the  people.  The  exeonlitm  <k  the 
laws  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

la  it  astraishing  that,  with  ndnistera  like 
those  Oommodus,  tempted  as  th^  were  by 
the  public  money  in  deposit,  and  by  the  vast 
pabho  domain  of  this  nation,  stretching  over 
rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  unbounded 
extent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jaclmm  was 
duped,  and  tiie  public  deposits  were  removed 
within  reach  of  Perennis  and  Oleander  1 
Again,  sir,  an  incident  in  the  history  of  this 
same  emperor,  very  similar  to  the  one  in  the 
history  of  our  own  President,  accounts  for  Ms 
hostility  to  the  Soman  Senate :  "  One  evening, 
as  the  Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palace 
through  a  dark  and  narrow  portico  in  the  am- 
phitheatre, an  assassin,  who  wwted  his  passage, 
m^ed  upon  him  with  a  drawn  sword,  lonouy 
excluming,  *  The  Senate  sends  yon  thiaj  Tbo 
conspiracy  was  proved  to  hare  been  fonned  not 
in  the  Senat&  bttt  within  the  walls  of  the  pal- 
ace." But  ''the  words  of  the  assassin  sax^ 
deep  into  the  mind  of  Commodos,  and  left  an 
iodelible  impression  of  fear  and  hatred  against 
the  whole  body  of  the  Senate.  The  Dewtors^ 
a  race  of  men  discoan^ed,  and  almost  extio- 
gaished  under  the  former  reigns,  ag^n  became 
formidable  as  soon  as  they  discovered  that  the 
Emperor  was  desirous  of  finding  disaffection  and 
treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir,  we  all  know  that 
in  the  snapping  of  a  percussion  cap  the  Presir 
dent  heard  distinctly  the  words,  "  The  Senate 
sends  yon  this  '^-^that  that  detestable  raoe  q£ 
men  called  Delators  were  ready  to  swear  that 
the  oonsplnu^  was  fbrmed in  the  Senate;  and, 
if  tiiere  was  not  a  better  reason,  perhaps  to  the 
act  of  a  madman  now  oonflned  in  prison  nught 
be  ascribed  the  Preadent's  past  hostility  to  the 
Senate.  But  there  is  a  better  reason.  "By 
dedarin^  themselves  the  protectors  of  the  peo- 
ple, Manus  and  Csssar  subverted  the  conatitn- 
tion  of  their  country."  And,  perhaps,  in  the 
histories  of  Harius  and  Cnsar,  our  modem 
Oleanders  learned  that  an  "humble  and  dis- 
armed" Senate  is  always  "found  a  tractable 
and  useful  instrument  of  dominion." 

In  a  certain  event,  if  the  election  of  Preri- 
dent  had  &iled  in  thto  House,  an  "  hombled 
and  disarmed  Senate  "  might  have  betti  found 
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— a^*  tractable  and  nsefnl  iustnunent,"  indeed,  to 
elect  an  £lagabalns,  nnder  whom  another 
Hiwoclea  might  have  eiy'ojed  the  honor  of 
beioff  "  empress,  hoBband ;  "  and  nnder  whom 
*'  ft^mcer  mifi^t  have  been  made  prmfect  of  the 
dty, «  charioteer  prtefect  of  the  watch,  a  barber 
]^iBfeot  of  the  provisions,"  and  all  "recom- 
mended as  fit  ofScers — enormitate  memhro- 
rttm/"  Sir,  I  might  enomerate  nnmberleas 
mch  ezcnftes  for  nomberless  snoh  errors  of  the 
President,  or  rather  of  the  President's  miniE- 
ters.  Bat  enough  has  been  said ;  and  I  mean 
not  to  condemn  or  accuse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to 
defend  the  people,  whom  "tiie  party"  accuBe 
and  condemn. 

If  it  be  tme,  as  ve  are  told,  and  I  do  not  say 
U  la  not  trae,  that  the  President  baa  made  ana 
nnmade  men  in  ofiSce,  has  proscribed  the  faith- 
fid,  has  cormpted  the  pare,  has  fanmbled  and 
diBarmed  tiie  Senate,  has  made  the  House  of 
Bepresentativea  servile  and  dependent,  has 
seized  and  squandered  the  pablic  money,  has 
deranged  the  cnirency  and  endangered  every 
man's  estate,  has  controlled  elections,  has  as- 
somed  royal  prerogatives,  made  hims^f  a  king 
and  a  king  his  snccessor ;  and  if  it  be  also  tme, 
which  I  utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  this  exercise  of  sbeolnte  power, 
I  ask  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  those  even  who 
olfum  to  be  the  exdnsive  keepers  of  tbe  king's 
oonseience,  if  this  does  not  prove  one  virtue — 
the  Tirtne  of  oonstanoy,  at  least,  In  the  people  1 
Have  tbey  not  been  oonstant  and  oonflding 
beyond  measure  in  th^  attachment  to  Idm  I 
Has  their  fault  not  been  in  too  much  confi- 
dence and  constancy? 

If  what  they  say  be  tme,  and  it  is  a  main 
argumont  with  them,  that  "the  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God ; "  that  whatever 
Jackson  has  done  they  have  sanctioned;  that 
he  spake,  and  they  willed  it ;  that  he  vetoed, 
and  they  voted  with  him;  that  he  dictated, 
and  they  obeyed;  is  this  not  proof  positive 
that  their  Affections  and  their  voioes  have  ever 
sust^ed,  have  ever  animated,  have  ever  in- 
dulged, have  ever  Jostified  and  exoosed  him  ? 
Such  unexampled  confidence,  saoh  nnezampled 
erautani^,  snch  onexampled  attaohment  and 
amotion,  were  never  witnessed  before  In  any 
people  towards  any  ruler ;  and  I  put  it  to  the 
candor  and  sense  of  Justice  of  all  men  to  say, 
whether  what  the  people  have  yielded  to  their 
fiiTorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than 
reward  enough  for  all  his  services  and  sacnfices, 
however  great  f  Admitting  the  debt  of  their 
gratitude  to  him  to  have  been  ever  so  great,  I 
ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been  more  than  paid  1 
Whether  the  President  does  not  now  owe  more 
than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  ^eneroas  people,  who 
have  confidingly,  to  a  crimmal  degree,  intrusted 
htm  with  their  all— thdr  honors,  their  rights, 
^eir  liberties,  their  sovereign  power}  Sir, 
what  can  one  aged  man,  fiut  hnrrylng  to  the 
■grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  con^erauon  of  what 
:an  the  treasares  of  eariJi,  and  aU  the  bhwd  of 
lUiem  and  their  children,  mi^  not  bny  ?  Noth- 


ing I  Nothing  1  Yes,  yes,  there  is  one  boon, 
one  saored  legacy,  of  inestimable  value,  which, 
in  parting  from  tkem  and  the  world,  he  mig^t 
have  left  them.  He  miffht  have  left  them  Bie 
legacy  of  a  patriot's  advice.  He  mi^t  have 
left  them  the  tratb,  and  solemnly  imprinted  it 
upon  their  minds  and  memories  forevw,  that 
"  they  had  trusted  him  too  mnoh,"  and  Ma  ad- 
vice to  them,  *'  never,  never  in  their  history,  to 
trust  another  man  as  they  had  tmsted  him ; 
and  he  might  have  returned  to  them  their  tmet^ 
and  have  restored  them  to  their  senses.  This, 
and  this  only,  wonid  have  repaid  them.  It 
would  have  restored  to  them  what  has  been 
taken  from  them,  which  alone  can  compensate 
for  itself. 

The  last  M^sage  of  snch  a  President  to  mdi 
a  people  should  have  been  the  £arewell "  of  a 
fi^er  to  his  children.  It  shonld  have  been 

deep  in  wisdom,  profomid  in  its  philosophy, 
hallowed  in  its  lessons  of  virtue,  calm  in-iti 
tone  and  temper  of  reason,  eloquent  in  its  ap- 
peals, sublime  in  its  moral,  and  passionate  only 
m  its  fervent  affection.  It  shonld  have  been 
the  legacy  of  Augustus  to  his  successors,  the 
"  fiu^welf  "  address  of  Washington  to  his  coun- 
trymen! 

But  this  is  the  last  annusi  Message  of  Andrew 
Ja(^sonI  I  would,  for  him  and  his  country, 
that  it  was  any  thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why 
is  it  what  it  ts  1  Gentlemen  will  pardon  m^^ 
I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the  Fremdenfr— 
when  I  81^  they  know  it  is  dne  to  candor  and 
troth  to  sqr— it  to  what  it  is,  becanse  it  is  not 
the  Message  at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson  I  They 
know  that,  immediately  upon  the  ac^onrament 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Prendent 
and  his  prime  ministers  were  dispersed  from 
thdr  duties  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
from  the  cares  of  public  btinness,  on  their 
respective  misaons  to  the  States  of  ^is  Union. 
He  of  State  bore  despatches  to  Georna,  and 
"the  Old  Chief  himself"  was  In^ed  altMig 
thnnigh  Western  Virginia,  over 

**BaUandrtdgM, 
AwlbiMfM 
Ibda  of  plaskt 
In  ^en  nnkt," 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity,  rir, 
that  more  of  the  people  had  not  witnessed  the 
executive  electioneermg  tour:  for  then,  per- 
haps, more  of  the  States  would  have  followed 
the  example  of  Geoi^a  and  Tennessee,  neither 
of  which  could  be  sMuced  or  intimidated  into 
the  support  of  "  the  man  " — a  Tennessee  toast 
said,  "  the  Aog" —  as  well  as  "  the  master."  I 
am  told  that  th^  carried  him  about  like  a  lion 
for  show,  and  njade  him  roar  like  a  lion.  They 
had  catechifflns  prepared  for  him,  and  the  nego- 
tiations of  the  misuon  were  oondncted  by  pre- 
concerted questions  and  answers.  A  crowd 
would  collect— on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar- 
rooms, no  matter  which — and  some  "  village 
politician "  of  "  the  party  "  would  inquire— 
''What  think  yon,  General,  of  snch  a  man!" 
In  a  lond  tcme,  much  too  stentorian  for  those 
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Inngft  which  are  now  lacerated,  Qm  answer 
rang—"  He  is  a  tr^tor,  mr."  "  There,  there  I " 
repeated  the  demaeogaea  to  the  crowd — did 
7on  not  hear  that  I "  "  What  think  70a  of 
amotiher,  General?"  "He  is  a  liar,  air  I" 
**  What  of  another  V  "  He  is  a  black-cookadff 
federalist  I  "  Of  another  t  "  He  made  a 
speech  for  which  he  pud  some  stencwrapher 
five  dollars  I  "  And  another  was—"  Of  no  ao- 
«oant-w  aooonnt,  and  ought  to  he  sent 
home  Co  have  hia  |daoe  soppUed  by  a  more 
flffieioit  man ; "  and  another  ms— "  UjMm  the 
Ibnce,  nr — npon  the  fenoe  I  "  Bnt,  General, 
what  tiiink  yon  of— Mr.  (the  first  time  Benben 
was  eTer  called  mister  I)  Reuben  M.  Whitney  !  " 
"  There  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint  sg^st 
Kr.  Whitney,  sir;  he  is  as  tme  a  patriot  as 
emr  was ;  they  are  all  liars  who  accuse  him  of 
anght  wrong,  and  the  official  docnments  prove 
them  to  be  so  I "  AU  the  while  these  re- 
sponses were  repeated  by  the  deacons  of  the 
service,  and  the  i>eopIe  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the 
firauds  did  heed  them,  sir — did  heed  them, 

Ifr  frmtd  (Ur.  Fbtton)  told  them  that  they 
would  kill  him;  that  mere  was  too  mnch 
travel  and  &tigne;  too  mudi  standing  and 
talking;  too  much  bnstle  and  excitement  for  a 
veak  and  infirm  old  man  to  bear.  Bnt  still 
tiiey  showed  him  abont,  in  the  heat  of  snmmer, 
and  still  they  made  him  roar,  until  he  lighten- 
ed the  people,  who  at  last  began  to  apprehend 
be  was  a  lion  come  to  devour  their  freedtnn  of 
ejections,  and  all  else  they  valued  as  dear.  De- 
feated in  his  mission,  he  at  length  became  dis- 
gusted himself^  chagrined  and  mortified.  He 
returned  to  Washington  through  Ohio,  and,  by 
the  Gnyandotte  route,  through  Virginia  again, 
and  has  been  eiok  and  disabled  ever  since.  The 
loss  of  Tennessee,  particululy  the  Hennitage, 
excited  him  still  more,  and  this  renewed  ex- 
«ttement  mi^  have  eansed  that  hemorriiage  at 
liw  hmss  whicb  has  been  pouring  out  Ae  cur- 
rent of  his  life.  At  no  moment  WM»  his  return 
has  he  been  able  to  write  or  dictate  a  mesMge. 
There  be  has  been  lyiogf  as  it  were,  a  dead  lion, 
who  could  not  even  "  snake  the  dew  drop  from 
his  mane ; "  and  his  ootieh  of  infirmity  has  been 
hannted  by  the  Perennises  and  Oleanders  of 
his  palace  as  by  vampyres.  In  their  hands  has 
he  fallen ;  and  it  is  because  this  "  last  annual 
Message**  comes  to  us  and  the  country  reeking 
with  the  fumes  of  the  kitchen  cabinet  that  it  is 
what  it  is  t 

What  is  itf  The  worst  as  well  as  the  last 
annoal  Heseage  which  Andrew  Jackson  even 
ever  wrote— 1  had  like  to  have  said,  ever  sent 
to  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Its  vaait7  and 
egotism — its  profane  hypocri^  and  solemn 
mix^ery  of  the  good  man's  supplications  to  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Univene— its  sophistical 
nonsense,  showing  its  duplicity  to  a  foreign 
power,  and  concealing  its  real  policy  fhnn  our- 
selves— its  low,  ad  eaptandum  arguments,  ad- 
dresed  to  all  the  prejudices  of  ignorance  and 
passion,  to  Jostif^r  the  moat  shamelees  attaches 
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upon  the  currency  for  the  vile  purposes  of 
licensed  depredators  on  the  pnbho  lands — ^its 
glaring  finlsehoods  as  to  the  most  important 
facts  of  trade,  currency,  banks  of  deposit,  and 
finance — ^its  electioneering,  continually  harping 
upon  an  institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice 
wounded  since  dead — its  oft-repeated  homily 
ag^st  one  good  bank,  and  its  uobluahing  re- 
commendation, in  the  same  breath,  of  nearly 
half  one  hundred  bad  and  irreqiondble  banks 
— its  diaengeniunis  attempta  to  reconcUe  daring 
inoondstenoies  of  the  Prendent  on  the  depom 
and  distribution  measures — its  pitiful  apologies 
for  the  disgrace  of  our  arms  by  Osceola — its 
bold  reconmiendation  of  an  increase  of  the 
standing  army — ^its  unjust  attempt  to  cast  cen- 
sure, due  to  tiie  errors  and  blunders  of  the  ad- 
ministration itse^  upon  the  shoulders  of  an 
innocent  State  officer,  and  then  calling  for  an 
appropriatlou  to  repair  these  same  errors,  which 
it  says  are  not  those  of  this  Government — its 
false  claim  of  a  national  policy^  founded  in 
humanity  towards  the  Indians — its  reiterated 
jesQitical  recommendation  of  an  amendment  of 
the  constitution  as  to  the  election  of  President, 
which  was  never  meant  to  be  carried  into  effect 
by  "  the  party,"  or  to  be  any  thing  more  thui 
a  topic  with  which  to  prejudice  the  people's 
minds  against  an  deotion  b;^  the  House— its 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligence  and  patriot- 
ism of  the  successor,  whom  executive  patron- 
age and  dictation  have  succeeded  in  electing — 
its  shallow  political  economy — its  demagoguism 
— ^its  arts  of  vile  deception  and  humbuggery — 
its  rankling  venom  of  part?  spirit^its  miser- 
able rhetoric,  sinking  below  criticism — its 
grovelling  moral  sentiment— its  total  want  of 
all  sage  counsel  or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and 
feeling — are  all  equalled  only  by  its  false  certi- 
ficate in  chief  to  "  the  prosperous  condition  of 
an  the  various  executive  dMurtments,"  to  "  the 
ability  and  integrity"  with  which  thejr  have 
been  conducted,  and  to  the  ftct  of  the  Pred- 
dent's  belief  "  that  there  is  no  Just  canae  of 
complaint,  from  ai^  quarter,  at  the  manner  In 
which  they  have  fiilfiUed  the  oljeots  of  thc^ 
creation  1" 

Now,  sir,  complaints  have  been  loudly  made 
from  various  quarters,  in  this  House  and  by 
the  press,  by  responsible  persons,  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  most  of  the  executive  departments, 
and  as  to  the  want  of  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  and  in- 
vestigations by  us  of  the  truth  or  falsehood, 
nstioe  or  iqjustice,  of  these  complaints,  have 
eretofore  been  dt^^Iy  and  repeatedly  refus- 
ed. "  The  party  "  were  content  with  the  mere 
affirmation  by  the  President  to  the  crowd  <tf 
their  innooffinoe  and  purity,  when  he  knew  no 
more  about  their  guilt  than  he  knew  of  the 
facts  a  certain  event  in  this  Capitol  last 
winter,  of  which  yon  and  I,  iSr.  Ohaiiman, 
knew  all,  and  more  than  we  wanted  to  know ; 
about  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to  be 
believed,  the  President  has  given  another  .cer- 
tificate, though  he  was  more  than  a  mile  ofl^ 
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and  there  were  at  least  seven  fethoms  of  bricks 
and  mortar  and  stone  between  him  and  the 

place  of  tbe  occnrrenoe.  They  have  made  him 
a  witness  in  both  oases,  where  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  he  a  witness ;  and  in  giving  his 
testimony  he  has  been  compelled  to  resort  to 
his  '*  imagioation  for  his  facts."  I  cared  noth- 
ing for  the  certificates  of  the  President,  so  long 
as  they  abided  in  Uie  ephemeral  form  of  heated 
partisan  declarations  aloog  the  pablic  roads,  or 
80  long  as  they  were  road  from  the  stom^ 
merely,  a  thousand  miles  oS.  Bat,  sir,  this 

oerUfioate  in  chief"  is  no  longer  a  mere  tav- 
ern ipte  diwit  on  the  highway,  but  it  is  to  be 
filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Qovemment,  as  a 
part  and  panel  of  the  "last  annnal  Hesnge" 
ctf  the  Greatest  and  Best  I  Perennls  and  Olean- 
der have  certified  to  their  own  good  behavior, 
imiooence,  and  parity,  hare  incorporated  their 
certificate  in  the  "last  i^ntiftT  Uessage,"  and 
hare  affixed  to  it  the  offidal  sign  mannal  of 
Andrew  Jackson  I 

Is  this  certificate  true }  I  pnt  it  to  gentle- 
men if  it  be  not  trae,  whethw  injastice  has 
not  been  done  to  Andrew  Jackson,  to  those 
who  have  nttered  just  complaints,  and  to  the 
public  service,  this  andatdona  forged  self- 
aoqaittal ! 

U  it  true  or  false,  that  the  various  ezeontire 
departments  have  been  conducted  with  ability 
and  integri^,  and  that  they  are  in  a  proqraroos 
«onditionf  That  is  the  issoe.  Howisittohe 
tried  9  Will  gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  tried  tbe  issue  already,  and  that  they 
are  content  with  his  certificate  in  form  t  Sir, 
1  begin  this  session  as  I  ended  the  last  session,, 
by  a^ing  the  opportunity  and  power,  and  by 
claiming  the  ri^t  of  an  investigation  by  a 
committee,  an  efficient,  able,  and  fur  commit- 
tee, with  fall  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  truth  is  aU  I  deure.  I  make  no  accosa- 
tions,  no  compUunta,  except  <tf  the  denial  <Kf 
investigation. 

If  aU  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
integrity,  the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear, 
and  inreitiffalion  may  do  great  good.  If  it 
does  not  find  and  expose  past  fraud  and  corrup- 
tion, it  may  prevent  mwik  evil  hereafter,  by 
the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I  do  sincerely,  from  the 
best  of  motives,  earnestly  deare  to  see  the 
doors  of  the  Treasury  Department,  of  the  Land 
offices,  of  the  Indian  bureau,  and  of  other  do- 
partauente  and  offices,  tJu*own  open  to  fi^  and 
ikir  investigation.  We  then  can  bare  tii6  facts, 
o£  which  to  judge  for  ourselves,  and  on  which 
to  make  np  our  own  rerdict.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  grand  Inquest  to  find  or  ignore  a  bill  for  it- 
self^ and  of  the  venire  to  try  the  issue  and  find 
a  rerdict  for  itself.  No  judge,  much  more  no 
party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or  render 
a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
say  I ;  and  I  say  more.  Tbe  Nomidian  king, 
when  he  was  carried  a  oaptiva  to  JEUnne,  and 
saw  the  oorraptiou  of  oitSzuu,  returned 
frran  tbe  caky  with  contempt^  and  siud,  "  Give 
ma  we•lt]^  aod  I  will  boy  vp  the  wht^  repnb- 


lie."  Fanny  Wxie^t^  I  beUere^  nttered  a  truth, 
that  wbenerer  you  see  two  meo.  talking  t<^th- 
er,  there  are  ten  chances  to  one  they  are  talk- 
ing on  one  of  three  subjects — "  trade,  ix^tic^ 
orreljf^on."  The  three  sabjectahare^  mice  she 
wrote  the  remark,  eotirdy  amalgamated  into 
two.  Trade  wd  politics  hare  now  beC(Hne 
one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  told,  are  oflTer- 
ing  to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  is  the  god 
of  this  day^s  worship.  Trade,  dr,  trade  swat 
lows  up  erery  thin^  I 

Tell  me  not  this  is  the  short  session.  Bivea- 
tigation  was  refused  last  winter,  when  the  ses- 
sion was  long.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  ia  an 
inauspicious  period,  perh^M,  to  expect  gentle- 
men to  look  Mu^  at  the  paat^  or  to  pause  a 
numient  oa  the  present.  I  know  that  eveiy 
eye  is  tamed,  and  erery  mind  of  gentleme^is 
bent  towards  the  future.  "Coming  events, 
which  cast  their  shadows  before,"  are  madk 
more  dazzling  to  their  hopes  and  Andes  than 
painfal  truths  of  the  past  or  the  present  are  to 
their  memories  or  theur  wills.  They  know,  mr. 
that  some  of  the  swarm  of  "conservatives" 
which  are  now  fat  aod  full  of  the  blood  of  the 
Treasury,  must  be  driven  off  for  some  of  the 
lank  and  hungry  "  locofoco "  flies,  who  are 
roracionsly  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  AU  things  may  not  become 
new,  bnt  there  must  be  some  changes ;  and  t<« 
every  change  there  wUl  be  a  ohance  for  Bcme 
impatient  expectant  I  know  that  General 
Jaokstm  has  been  made  to  njf  in  this  "last 
annnd  Meaaage,"  "  He  that  cometh  after  me  ia 
mightier  than  I ;  "  but  he  has  not  been  made 
to  add — "  Whose  fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  wQl 
thorooghly  pm^  his  floor."  Sir,  lest  he  may 
not  purge  his  floor,  I  wish  it  to  be  swept  clean 
for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  tliat  Jackson 
may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone, 

Certfun  it  is  I  cannot  anticipate ;  time  must 
develop  the  course  and  tbe  policy  of  the  com- 
ing administration.  And  let  no  one  accuse  me 
of  commencing  an  attack  upon  it  in  advance. 
No,  ur ;  80  far  from  it,  though  I  hold  JSi.  Yan 
Bnren  re8p<Midble  for  most  mischief  that  has 
been  done,  and  most  that  is  now  doing ;  tbou^ 
he  has  been  the  caucus  candidate  for  the  presi- 
dency, and  was  the  n(nn1nated  aaccessor ;  thoo^ 
he  ia  elected  by  execotire  patronage,  oorrop- 
tion,  and  diotaoicm ;  tiioagh  ne  succeeds  at  the 
expense  of  the  elective  franchise ;  Uiongh  he  is 
a  minority  President,  and  has  promiaed  to  fid- 
low  generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen- 
cabinet  admhiistration :  yet,  if  he  bravely  dares 
to  finlfflfy  that  promise,  "  more  honored  in  tbe 
breach  tiian  in  Uie  observance,"  if  he  wiU  kick 
away  the  base  ladders  by  whidi  he  has  climbed 
to  the  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will  now 
leare  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  array 
aronnd  him  the  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  vir- 
tue of  the  country,  and  use  his  administratiMi 
on  a  sonnd,  elerated,  and  enlightened  poUc^, 
free  from  oormption,  and  purely  patriotic,  nn- 
ccmtamhuted  by  partr,  I  will  pledge  my  Lnm- 
Ue  Bi^poit  to  lui  meamreB,  though  I  new  can 
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support  the  man,  or  pai^on  the  past  examples 
he  has  set.  And  whj  cannot  I  support  the 
man  whilst  I  approve  his  measures  ?  For  the 
yerj  reason  that  he  has  not  '*  entered  in  at  the 
strai^t  cate."  I  shall  alwa7s  eschew  the  ex- 
ampw  which  has  heen  set  in  1886,  as  I  did  that 
of  lasS,  in  the  election  of  President  of  these 
United  States,  The  one  example  has  heen  re- 
bnked  with  a  Tengeance— the  other  will  not  be 
Jbrgiven  by  me. 

8ir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has 
been  fooght  between  power  and  the  people. 
The  result  is  known.  The  conflict  was  not  de- 
dnre,  and  mnst,  as  long  as  there  is  aa  honest 
heart  to  hope  for  freedom — shaU  go  on  until 
constitutional  liberty,  law,  the  independence  of 
the  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty, 
butfa,  and  justice,  are  triumphant,  or  all  are 
fettered  in  a  despot's  chains  t  Defeated^  bat 
not  conquered;  checked  by  the  preotorian 
'bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  in  their 
onward  march,  tite  patriot  army  la  not  dis- 
oooraged  or  diunayed;  smitten,  bnt  not  struck 
down;  the  fla^  of  the  country  is  still  flyiiigl 
Defeat  may  dnve  some,  the  oraven  or  the  cor- 
morant of  spoils,  from  the  standard  of  the  true 
and  the  brave ;  but  to  the  firm  and  proud  spiiits 
of  the  patriot  band  I  would  say,  "  Who  shall 
separate  ua  from  the  love  of  country  ?  "  Shall 
defeat  1  Another  such  defeat  will  be  a  glorious 
victoiT !  In  this  "  we  are  more  than  conquer- 
ors," for  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  office,  nor 
bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  he  able  to 
separate  as  from  the  love  of  our  country,  its 
laws,  and  its  lihwtiesl  God  only  knows  in 
Those  name  this  vioton^  shall  be  achieved :  it 
matters  not ;  hut  this  I  know,  be  he  who  he 
may,  his  cause  will  be  ooosecrated  by  the  toils, 
the  prayers,  the  sacrifices,  and  the  hopes,  of 
the  misubdued  and  nnterrified  freeman,  ao, 
sir ;  let  no  man  despiur  of  the  repubUo.  The 
Hf^t  is  not  yet  endeo.  The  people  are  not  yet 
vanqaished.  Their  hosts  are  withdrawn  only 
for  the  moment,  to  recruit  their  forces  and  to 
repair  their  broken  weapons.  The  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  titte  weapons  of  truth.  It  sh^ 
be  my  dnty  to  asdst  In  pointing  anew  Its  ^>ean 
and  its  lances. 

The  question  on  the  resoIaUon  was  then 
taken  without  farther  debate,  and  carried — 
ayes  86,  noes  78. 

So  the  r«s(dtitioa  vas  adopted. 


TsuBsnAT,  December  16. 

The  Prenden€»  Menage. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  oonsiderBtion  of 
the  fifteenth  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  18th 
htrtant,  on  the  Pre^denVs  Message : 

Raoited,  That  so  much  of  the  Frendent*8  Message 
•a  relates  to  the  **  condition  of  the  Tsrious  executive 
deputments,  the  abilitj  snd  integrity  irith  whiclf 
tbsy  bare  been  oonducted,  the  vigusnt  si^  Uthfiil 


[H.  or  B. 

discharge  <^  the  public  buaineHi  io  all  of  them,  and 
Utia  cansea  of  comidaint,  from  any  qnarier,  at  the 
mumer  in  which  ttiey  have  flilflUed  the  omecta  of 
their  creation,"  be  referred  to  a  select  oommlttee,  to 
condst  of  nine  members,  irith  power  to  aend  for 

Eirsons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire 
to  Hba  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  ability  and  int^rity  with  which  Uiey  have 
been  conducted,  into  the  maimer  in  wbJch  the  public 
busiuesB  baa  been  discharged  hi  all  of  them,  and  into 
all  caoses  oS  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  sdd  departments,  or  their  boreaos 
or  offices,  or  any  of  their  ofSoeie  or  agents,  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unoffidally,  in 
duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  aocomplidi  the  objeots  of  their  creaUon. 
or  have  vidated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that 
said  committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  sudi 
periods  of  times  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and 
proper. 

Mr.  PiAKOK,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  into  an 
argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolnti(Hi.  The 
resolntiw,  he  sud,  was  preheated  on  a  dame 
in  tiie  Praodeoit's  Message  which  was  not  nsoal, 
and  perhaps  its  was  gratoUoos  <xl  tiie  part  of 
the  Freddent  The  qnestlon  was,  whetiier  it 
was  necessaiy,  because  the  President,  in  his 
last  annual  Message,  with  an  overflow  of  feel- 
ing towards  the  heads  of  the  exeootive  depart- 
ments— as  he  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest 
feelings  toward  all  men  living — had  thought 
proper  to  compliment  them,  it  was  neoessaiy 
to  have  an  investigating  committee  to  asoertmn 
whether  he  spoke  the  truth.  Although  it  was 
not  the  usual  oourse,  still  the  President  had  a 
preoedent  M^ny  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe 
stepped  out  of  the  usoal  oonrse  to  oompUment 
the  then  head  of  the  War  Department,  ^r. 
Calhoun.)  Bnt  because  he  did  this,  no  oom- 
mittee  was  raised  to  ascertdn  whether  w  not 
the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  res(^ation,  because  tiie  direct 
ol^eot  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  Pred- 
dent  ^ke  the  troth  or  not  He  then  went  on 
to  show  that  all  the  snbjects  contemplated  to 
be  investigated  by  this  proposed  select  commit- 
tee, were  ^rbvided  for  by  the  House  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  standing  committees.  Among 
these  committees  was  that  of  Ways  and  Means ; 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  that  committee  to  take 
into  consideration  and  report  upon  all  "such 
reports  of  tiie  Treasury  Department,  and  all 
saoh  pnqtositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  aa 
mif^t  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  to 
in^dre  into  the  state  of  the  ^blio  debt  or  the 
revenne  and  of  tiie  expmditiues,  and  to  report 
from  time  to  time  thedr  o[dnion  thereon ;  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  1^  several  pabUo 
departments,  and  particnlarly  into  the  laws 
making  appropriations  of  moneys,  and  to  re- 
port whether  tfae  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  saoh  laws ;  and  also  to  re- 
port from  time  to  time  such  provinons  and 
arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to 
the  economy  ot  the  departmrats,  and  the 
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accountability  of  their  officera."   That  com- 
mittee wea  required  to  do  all  that  any  select 
committee,  however  lused,  could  do.  Besides 
this,  tliere  vere  other  committees,  whose  intj 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  ihe 
departments,  and  the  ezpenditores  thereof 
Every  gentleman  most  recollect  that,  at  the 
last  session  of  Oongress,  a  gentleman  from 
Korth  Oarolina,  (Hr.  SaxppEBD,)  chdrman  of 
one  of  these  committees,  investigated  the 
affairs  of  some  of  these  departmente,  made  a 
report,  and  the  report  was  acted  on  by  the 
House ;  and  could  not  that  heretofore  done  be 
agmu  done  ?   He  submitted  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolutloo  was  not  gra- 
tuitous, uncalled  for,  and  hod  nothing  to  ^u^y 
it,  except  the  paragraph  alluded  to  in  the 
l^sident's  Message.  Another  obJecM(»Lhe  had 
to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling 
to  the  Prendent  of  the  TTnited  States.  Wdl, 
what  were  the  Secretary  of  State,  IVeasnry, 
"War,  Kavy,  &c.  t  They  were  the  mere  mouth- 
pieces d  the  Pretident;  men  selected  to  do 
what  he  ooold  not  do  himself,   lir.  P.  read 
the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  State, 
diowing  its  duties,  and  showing  that  the  head 
of  that  Department  was  oreat^  to  do  for  the 
President,  under  the  law,  that  which  the 
President  eonld  not  do  in  person.   How,  then, 
could  gentlemen  say  that  the  President  was 
not  implicated,  when  the  acto  of  his  ministers 
were  nothing  more  nor  less  than  his  acts !  Let 
ffentlemen  taJce  the  bull  by  the  horns.   If  they 
had  any  oll^ations  to  nuJce  ogdnst  the  Presi- 
dent, let  them  do  bo  In  form.  While  passing 
on  the  acts  of  his  printdpal  public  o£Bcera,  tbey 
neoessarilypassed  on  the  acts  of  the  President 
himsc^   He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the 
laws  of  ttie  land  threw  around  individuals 
certain  guards ;  they  were  not  to  be  arrtdgned 
without  notice,  &c.   But  how  were  the  heads 
of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  the  resolution  ?   Tliey  were  to  have  no 
bearing  and  no  trial,  and  were  to  be  disfran- 
chised and  divested  of  their  rights,  upon  the 
mere  rumors  of  newspapers  and  gossip  of  old 
women.   There  never  was  a  commlltee  raised 
upon  mere  sntwration  and  gosnp,  without  some- 
thing like  a  diarge  or  an  allegation.  Then  let 
the  gentlMoan  from  Vii^iinia,  (Hr.  Wise,)  or 
any  otiier  gentleman,  make  ont  a  ohai^  against 
the  Prendent,  and  ne  might  have  as  large  a 
committee,  and  have  it  olothed  with  what 
powers  he  pleased ;  but  nntil  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  be  w^  and  ^oold  be,  opposed  to 
the  adoption  of  the  resolntion.   Who  could 
tell  what  powers  this  committee  might  assume? 
It  might  require  the  departments  to  submit  to  it 
all  matters  connected  with  removal,  or  it 
might  assume  any  authority  it  pleased.  The 
resolution  claimed  a  greater  scope  for  the  com- 
mittee than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee 
of  that  House,  or  any  other  legislative  tribunal. 
When  were  its  powers  to  cease?  Who  could 
tell  HiisV  Tarn  the  form  ci  the  resdntion, 
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never;  because  tbey  were  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  matters,  from  all  quarters  of  the  Union; 
from  erenr  town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet ;  all 
cansea  of  complaint,  from  respondble  and 
irrespondble  sources ;  of  all  the  tra  thonaand 
cha]^  which  an  old  lady,  who  bad  ebaige  of 
a  paper  in  this  city,  had  made,  nod  the  1m 
thousand  more  which  she  probaUy  would  make. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewhat 
an  ex  parte  proceeding.  Suppose  the  heads  of 
some  of  these  departments  shall  have  done 
some  commendable  acts.  The  comnuttoe  will 
not  he  hound  or  required  to  look  into  it. 
sir,  their  object  wfll  he  to  arraign  them  and 
bring  them  to  trial,  and  inflict  punishment 
upon  them.  Perhaps  the  committee  might 
wish  to  inquire  into  the  causes  which  take 
some  of  the  heads  of  the  dq>artments  heme  to 
th^  native  States^  to  ascertain  whether  they 
want  to  operate  on  the  polities  of  such  States. 
Well,  dr,  the  Secretary  of  State  went  boma 
during  the  lost  sommer;  and  if  his  ot^ect  was 
to  operate  on  the  politics  of  Geoi^ia,  he  met 
with  hut  poor  success.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  also  went  home ;  hut  bis  going,  u  he  ^ 
go  for  political  effect,  only  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  If  the 
results  in  those  States  were  the  consequence  of 
their  visits,  it  would  have  been  much  better 
they  had  not  gone.  But  suppose  as  the  Presi- 
dent has  said,  that  all  of  the  beads  of  these  de- 
partments shall  have  fdthfully  done  their  duly, 
we  shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee 
on  the  subject.  It  was  to  be  ft  fiuilt-findinc 
committee ;  their  object  was  to  ccmdenin,  and 
not  to  compliment,  the  President  or  bis  ministers. 
If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  departmenti^ 
yoo  would  have  no  report  frvm  this  committee. 
Alttiouffh  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
have  his  Department  in  snch  a  condition  that 
any  thing  which  is  brought  against  it^  either 
from  ghost  or  goblin  damned,  coutd  not  effect 
it;  altittougb  the  Postmaster  General  may  have 

Enxluced  order  ont  of  chaos,  and  although  the 
ecretary  of  War  may  have  discharged  with 
the  greatest  ability  two  offices,  not  a  word  will 
be  said  in  their  favor  by  this  committee:  their 
object  ex  vi  termini,  will  be  to  nndo  what  the 
President  has  done;  or,  failing  in  that,  tbey 
will  do  nothing.  OcHnmittees  of  that  Hoon 
were  ^sed  for  special  causes,  for  oanses  diown. 
What  were  the  causes  shown  why  this  com- 
mtttee  should  be  raised  I  What  were  the 
specifications  t  Then,  unless  tb^  were  to 
innovate  on  the  rules  of  the  House,  they 
could  not  adopt  this  resolution  in  its  present 
form.  Let  a  resolution  be  introduced  in  due 
form,  and  be  imagined  no  friend  of  the  Execu- 
tive on  that  fioor  would  shrink  from  an  investi- 

fition.  Let  the  chains  be  made  against  the 
xecntive  and  his  ministers,  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, and  he  thought  he  coma  safely  say  nme 
would  shrink  from  the  investigation.  It  was  not 
his  business  to  go  into  Roman  history,  from 
the  age  of  At^stos  to  that  of  TIberlos,  for  tin 
purpose  of  flnoiag  out  ezanqdes  of  mm.  wbo 
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liad  waded  tbroof^  blood  to  power;  and  If  he 
iii  8o,  it  was  only  for  instraotion,  and  to  make 
him  the  more  happj  that  he  lived  in  a  country 
■where  none  of  those  scenes  were  enacted. 

Uaoy  men,  Kr.  P.  said,  changed  their  minds 
and  opinions  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  the 
coarse  of  those  thej  used  to  admire, 

[Ur.  WisB  said,  if  the  gentleman  alladed  to 
him,  he  most  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in 
tfae  sttaadon  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
UaDd  in  his  lifie.] 

Kr.  Pbabct  fwooeeded.  The  cfaaruter  of  a 
nation  depended  very  much  on  the  character 
of  the  individnda  at  the  head  ot  the  Giovem- 
ment.  No  na1»on  was  rendered  more  valuable 
fay  its  resoorces  than  br  tb»  character  and 
tiie  reputation  of  the  ladividnal  who  preended 
over  It.  Why  did  Yii^finia  bold  herself  so 
liight  It  might  he  somewhat  on  acoonnt  of 
lier  BcAl,  climate,  and  resources,  bnt  more 
becanitt  of  her  Washington,  her  Henrys,  her 
Jeffersons,  and  her  Madisons.  Their  characters 
not  only  gave  character  to  Ylrginia,  but  to  all 
the  8tate&  Why  was  he  (Mr.  P.)  proud  of  the 
little  State  he  had  the  honor,  in  ^att,  to  repre- 
sent He,  to  he  aore,  might  be  proud  of  her 
greet  resDnroeB;  but  more  protra,  becaiue  it 
-was  the  knil  of  Greene  and  Percy.  Seven 
catiee  ocmtended  for  the  hcmor  of  giving  birtli 
to  Homer ;  and  tyrannical  as  Napoleon  might 
bnve  beeiL,  bis  name  was  revered  by  most  of 
the  French  naUon.  What  would  England,  the 
fttt-anehored  Isle  <rft}ie  ocean,  have  been,  if  it 
were  not  for  her  poete,  her  philosophers,  alid 
her  statesmen? 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  repeating  that  he  could 
not  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ; 
and  at  tiie  same  time  said  he  would  not  shrink 
from  the  re^Ktnsibility  of  an  investigation,  if  a 
proper  committee  was  raised.  He  submitted 
to  the  House  the  fdlowing  amendment:  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  "  jSmrftwf,"  and  insert 
the  following: 

"That  so  much  of  the  President's  Uessige  ts  Is  in 
She  foDowing  words,  to  wit :  '  Before  ooncluding  this 
piper,  I  think  it  Is  due  to  the  varioos  execuUve  de- 
pezttnents  to  bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  oou- 
ditioD,  and  to  tfae  ability  and  integrity  with  irhldi 
they  liave  been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to 
enforoe  in  ill  oT  them  a  vigilint  and  ftithM  dis- 
<iMrg9  of  the  pnblic  bvnnees ;  and  it  is  gntifying 
to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
t,  frmn  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they 
folfilled  the  olgeots  of  their  creation,' be  r^erred 
toasdeot  oommittee  (tf  nine  members,  vlUi  instmo- 
tions  to  inquire  Into  any  spedflo  causes  of  complaint 
which  may  be  alleged  agahist  Uie  intq;rity  of  the  ad- 
Btinistrstion  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
reaus, or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their 
duties  Ihto  been  disclutrged ;  and  that  said  com- 
■ittee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  fuptmJ' 

Mr.  PrvToir  s^d :  I  was,  at  first,  somewhat 
■urpriaed  thnt  the  gentleman  fVomBhode  Island 
Qb.  FxABoa)  ahoold  be  fooud  in  oppocdtion  to 
this  ioveedgation.  That  gentleman  was  onoe 
Ibe  sei^one  adTOoete  of  rigid  aomtiny  into  all 
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abuses  committed  by  public  functionaries.  In 
an  elaborate  speech  upon  this  floor,  he  onoe 
sustained  an  investigati(m  idmilar  to  the  one 
now  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
WisB.)  I  allude  to  the  case  of  the  Wisoasset 
ooUector.  But,  sir,  the  gentleman  announces 
the  fact  that  he  has  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  General  Jackson — violently  and 
bitterly  opj>osed  to  him — and  he  manifested 
that  oppraition  in  vrorj  conoeivable  way,  and 
upon  every  mil^ect  tlut  arose.  But  having 
now  beoome  a  Jackson  man,  he  has  undergone^ . 
it  seems,  a  complete  pcditioal  transformation. 
And  what  a  change  I  his  old  principles  di»- 
carded,  his  mental  vision  in  uAtl  and  disas- 
trous oolipse,  he  has  closed  his  eyes  uponfrand, 
and  peculation,  and  plnnder  t 

But,  sir,  has  it  come  to  this,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the 
champion  of  Andrew  Jackson  ?  Has  that  dis- 
tinguished citizen  already  sunk  so  low  that  his 
fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the  keep- 
ing of  such  hands.  Oh,  spectacle,  mortifying 
and  humiliating,  to  the  nonest  friends  and 
ori^nal  supporters  of  Andrew  Jackson  t  those 
who  fought  with  him,  and  voted  for  himl 
wluhadTuoated  his  first  election  upon  principle  1 
and  who^  nnUke  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advooatea  of  the  aame  principlea. 
What  must  they  think,  how  must  they  feel, 
when  they  are  informed  that  the  President's 
reputation  as  a  statesman  has  fallen  into 
the  oustodv  of  that  gentieman,  who,  formerly 
a  violent,  loathed,  and  detesteid  aasulant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Presi- 
dent's popularity,  strong  enough  to  bear  even 
him  along,  and  is  now  become  his  pretended 
ftilsome  eiil<^ist  and  defender  ? 

But,  sir,  to  the  gentleman's  obiections,  or 
rather  his  pretended  ol^eoticmS)  to  uie  proposed 
inquiry.  He  has  ^ven  a  striking  specimen  of 
the  cunning  and  taot  of  the  sect  to  wEidi  he 
belongs,  by  the  issue  wldofa  he  has  made  up— 
a  false,  hypooritioal  issue.  What  is  it !  Why, 
forsooth,  that  it  involves  the  President's  ve- 
racity I— that  it  will  be.  does  the  Preudeitf 
speak  the  tmth  when  he  says  that  all  the 
officers  are  "honest"  as  well  as  capable?  and 
that  he,  good,  tender-hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dttre  to  near  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  upon  the  veracity  oftbat  high 
funetionary.  Under  this  £alse  and  fraudulent 
issue,  the  gentleman  takes  shelter,  an&  expects 
to  escape  aU  inquiry,  all  investigation.  Is  ar- 
gument required  to  expose  a  ponti(m  so  mon- 
strous? Will  not  every  high-nunded  man  in 
the  nation  look  upon  it  with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion? Sir,  I  deny  and  denoanee  this  as  that 
false  issue  whidi  has  so  long  been  the  sUeld 
of  the  party,  and  behind  which  they  ali^> 
skulk  at  the  slightest  ^proaoh  of  danger.  The 
President  says  they  are  honest,  and  the  gen- 
tlenaan  says  yon  are  not  to  prove  them  rogues, 
because  that  woold  be  to  make  out  the  Resi- 
dent a  liar.  What  a  podtion  I  * 

Did  the  Fretident  write  the  paragiaph  in  his 
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Vessage,  Isadatory  of  these  offioera,  vhioh  ihe 

Sentleman  himself  admits  is  onnsual  in  moh  a 
oonment,  and  vhioh,  I  am  sore,  has  no  pre- 
cedent or  parallel  ?  Xo,  dr,  not  one  word  of 
it ;  and  be  does  not  know  at  this  moment,  that 
it  is  there?  What  is  it,  sir,  whioh  these  gen- 
tlemm,  so  able  and  so  honest,  have  introduced 
^to  the  MesBwe,  and  now  daim  that  it  is 
eridenoe  of  so  ^ui  aud  aaored  a  nature  that  it 
eannot  be  ezanmed  or  impeaohedt  ^ra  it 
Is: 

**  Before  eonda^jc  HbSa  pqisr,  I  think  it  doe  to 
the  Tsrioufl  executtre  aepartments  to  bear  testimony 
to  their  prosperous  coniUtion,  and  to  the  abiUtr  and 
integrity  with  which  tbey  have  been  oondacteo.  It 
has  been  my  aim  to  eofwce  in  all  of  them  a  Tlgilant 
and  fiuthful  dischai^  the  pabtio  busineas  ;  and  it 
iSgnrtiMiig  tome  to  believe  that  there  is  nojost 
eaose  of  comidaiQt,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  whidi  they  have  MflUed  the  oljeets  4^  thdr  crea^ 

Did  Andrew  Jat&aon  write  fUa  aweephig 
eertifloate  of  moral  oharaoter  for  these  gentle- 
noit  No,  rir,  no.  I  plead  nm  stt  fae- 
ttm.  It  is  not  his  deed.  The;r  bare  frandn- 
lently  smaggled  it  into  his  Heasage,  to  evade 
Bcmtinj  into  their  condaot.  Instead  of  string 
fnqairy,  it  is  of  itself  a  cause  of  snspioion,  I 
Bay,  sir,  that  the  Preddent  did  not  write  it ; 
in  support  of  which  averment,  I  have  evidence 
aatinaetoTT,  at  least  to  mj  own  mind,  and  snob 
as  shonld  be  made  known  to  tius  House,  to  the 
country  at  large,  and  to  posterity.  It  should 
thus  be  made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the 
name  and  fiune  of  Uie  Fkesident  firom  that  im- 
putation which,  in  all  time  to  come,  woold 
sttaoh  to  them,  in  oouseqadDoe  of  this  flagrant 
abuse  of  llie  ocnfldenoe  reposed  by  him  in 
others.  The  c(munittde  on  tifte  part  <^ the  Sen- 
ate, wUob,  according  to  usage,  was  appc^ted 
to  waif  upon  the  Prerident  at  the  commenoe- 
meat  of  the  see^n,  and  inform  him  of  the 
readiness  of  Oongrees  to  receive  the  vwy  Mes- 
sage in  questicm,  found  him  extended  on  a  sick 
oonoh,  scarcely  able  to  raise  his  hand.  On 
the  eve  of  their  departure  he  nrged  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  GmmDT)  to  come  back 
soon,  and  talk  with  him ;  tfai^  be  was  lone- 
some, wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have 
his  friends  about  him.  The  Senator  (alasl  that 
it  should  be  necessary  for  him  to  invoke  the 
attendanqe  of  friends,  and  of  snoh  friends!)  did 
return  and  rem^ed  with  the  Prudent  more 
than  an  honr,  during  which  time  he  never 
aUoded  to  the  subject  of  politiosi  He  ^ke  of 
dying,  of  the  Hermitage,  of  Us  hope  that  he 
might  be  spared  till  he  could  reach  it  in  the 
Riring.  His  thoughts  were  with  his  heart, 
"^and  tbat  was  far  away,"  dwelling  upon  other 
and  doubtless  holier  meditations  tiian  writing 
eulogies  upon  public  Amctionariea,  whose  con- 
duct he  was  in  no  rituatioa  to  examine^  and 
who,  if  they  were  honest,  needed  not  his  testi- 
mony to  the  fact. 

But  the  gentlemtm  fW)m  Rhode  Island  has 
mother  ot^ection  to  the  mode  of  proceeding 


proposed  by  my  Mend  from  Virginia.  He 
says  that  it  is  uimecessary,  because,  by  the 
standing  mles  of  the  House,  the  investigatim 
into  all  such  matters  is  enjoined,  as  ftdo^,  opou 
the  Oommittee  ot  yfa^  and  Ifeani.  Iiie  tide 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  reads  as  fidhnra : 
"It  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Wots  and  Ueana  to  take  into  o(auddetation  dl 
andb  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  snch  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue 
aa  may  be  referred  to  tiion  by  the  Honse,  Ac ; 
to  ezunine  into  the  state  of  the  several  puUio 
departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws 
making  ^)propriations  of  mon^s,  and  to  report 
whether  the  moneys  have  been  diBbnrsed  con- 
formably with  sam  laws;  ud  also  to  report, 
from  time  to  time,  such  provinons  and  arrange- 
ments, as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  uu 
economy  of  the  d^artinents,  and  to  the  ao- 
conntability  of  their  officers."  And  yet  tlie 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequdit  part  of  his  aig^ 
mmt,  contended  that  the  ezerdse,  1^  un 
House,  of  such  a  power  as  is  hereby  eigoined 
upon  one  of  its  standing  committees,  would  be 
a  diafran^isemoit  of  the  heads  of  dejMrt- 
mentsl  An  ex  parte  trial  and  convictioa, 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  I 
The  role  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  shows 
the  sense  entertained  by  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  neoesnty  of  sudi  inveBUoations  aa  the 
me  proposed  into  the  state  and  oonditicm  of 
the  several  departments,  with  a  view  to  the 
rigid  accountability  of  public  officers,  and  the 
legal  disbursement  of  the  public  monegrs. 

But^  dr,  is  the  Oommittee  of  ways  and 
Keans  the  impropriate  oommittee  to  nuue  each 
exsminaticKuf  Look  at  the  past.  How  Ifmg 
have  complaints  of  malversation  In  office  been 
rinf^intheearBttfgenUemeiLl  Look  at  the 
formation  of  that  oommittee.  Its  chairman  (Mr. 
Oambbxixsb)  labors  under  a  political,  if  not 
a  legal,  diBabUitf  to  institute  and  conduct  them 
with  effldency.  Dare  he  move  in  soofa  a 
caose  ?  No,  sir ;  he  would  seal  his  fat*  forever. 
But  if  that  oommittee  were  forced  by  the 
House  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope 
of  saccess  could  we  rely  upon  It  I  The  head 
of  each  department  would  hand  over  to  the 
obaimum  of  t^t  oommittee  such  a  statement 
as  he  mig^t  choose  to  send  here. 

Why,  sir^it  would  be  like  the  trial  of 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Reuben  has  bisen  tried, 
and,  as  yon  will  be  glad  to  hear,  econitted, 
since  the  last  sesrion.  Bnt  how  tried!  Ko( 
by  a  c<«milttee  <tf  this  Hoosef  No  i&r;  h» 
was  tried  on  the  other  dde  of  the  Alle^umiei^ 
while  the  witnesses  and  the  prosecutor  were  » 
thonsand  miles  off.  He  was  tried  at  Jonee- 
borough,  Tennessee,  before  the  President  of  the 
TTnited  States;  the  prosecutor  not  my  ftiend 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Wisa,)  bnt  one  John 
Kennedy,  who  prosecuted  Reuben  so  hand- 
some^, that  he  has  since  been  rewarded  by  an 
appointment.  Reuben  was  arrugned  before  the 
I^^dentinalu^ecrowd;  the  charges  against 
hhn  so  dnwn  up  that  they  wali  ad  be  aa; 
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swered  in  Mb  fkror,  without  touching  the  trne 
JanKB  which  inrolved  his  gnilt  or  innooenoe. 
They,  in  effect,  asked  the  Fre^dent — ^ia  Ben- 
bea  a  nint,  or  la  heaainnert  "Heisaper- 
MOQted  patriot^  sir ;  persecated  on  aooonnt  of 
hia.  opposition  to  the  United  States  Bank." 
**TfaereI  "  said  they,  "  do  your  hear  thatt " 
and  the  about,  hnrra  for  Benbeu,  was  lend  and 
loDg.  Bnt,  the  gentlenian  oboae  to  wan- 
der flnrn  the  snMect  before  the  Hooae,  and 
carry  tlds  pditioaf  war  into  Tennesaee.  This 
is  contrary  to  the  policy  of  his  State  during 
ttie  late  war  with  Great  Britun.  She  then 
bid  a  lUgher  regard  for  State  lines  and  State 
sovereignty;  her  patriotism  was  only  com- 
mensnrate  with  her  snull  limits. 

He  represents  the  Prendent  as  going  to  the 
Hemriti^  on  private  bnainess,  and  seems  to 
matijy  all  which  his  party  att^pted  to  aohieve 
by  the  President's  visit  to  Tennessee.  A  pri- 
Tste  vimt  to  the  Hermitage  I  They  scarcely 
gave  him  time  to  diakeliaiidB  with  tiie  oU 
fionUj  swants  at  the  Hermitage.  Be  was 
hnrtied  fltm  place  to  plaoe.  dragged  along 
timmgh  dnat  saA  beat  to  pablio  meetings,  at 
towni^  and  villages,  and  cross-roads,  and 
OOTID tiy  stores;  carried  throngh  Tennessee  and 
.Alabama;  brought  back  and  taken  through 
Sxatuiskjt  by  the  way  of  Cinoinnati^to  'Wasn- 
ington.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
sorted to  every  tu*t  to  excite  and  induce  him 
to  take  an  active  part  in  the  election ;  and 
they  DOT  talk  of  a  private  visit  to  the  Hermi- 
tage I  Sir,  I  was  told  this  morning,  as  I  entered 
the  Ceupitol,  that  some  one  of  the  members 
from  Tenneasee  denied  certain  &ots  which 
every  one  tha«  knows  to  be  true.  I  hope, 
iir,  that  no  such  denial  has  been  made.  But, 
If  it  ha^  I  stand  ready  to  meet  the  gentleman, 
and  maintain  tiie  tmOi  ct  those  &ota  any- 
where. The  Prerident  assailed  me  for  the 
ooorse  which  he  said  I  had  ptursned  in  rela- 
tirai  to  the  bin  which  contained  the  ^propria- 
tion  to  carry  into  effect  the  Oherokee  treaty 
before  he  left  Uie  city,  which  oompldnt  he 
frequently  repeated  on  his  way  to  the  Hermi- 
tage. At  ^oxville,  a  gentleman  produced 
the  Globe  new^aper,  which  showed  that  X  had 
voted  and  spoken  in  support  of  that  measnre. 
But  it  had  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to  speak 
of  it  as  he  had  done  before.  At  Sparta,  be 
denounced  my  fiieaid  ftrom  Yitginia  (Mr.  Wisb) 
as  a  liar.  At  the  house  of  Mrs.  Saunders,  in 
fiomner  oonnty,  TennesseeL  he  stated  that 
uy  ctdleaffue  (Mr.  Bux)  *^tdld  twenty  lies  in 
one  q>ee^aad  knew  them  to  be  Uea  at  tiie 
tisM;**  and  that  Peyt<ni  vas  a  greater  liar 
than  Bell.  In  pasmng  throtigb  the  district  of 
uy  coUeagne,  (Mr.  Fosbsteb,)  his  very  able 
apesoh  at  the  last  sesrion  of  Gongress  having 
been  mentioned,  the Freddnt  stated  that  "any 
man  oonld  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Vaatunffton  for  five  dollars."  When  asked 
how  Ur.  Huntsman  was,  in  relation  to  political 
parties,  "  He  is  <m  the  fence,"  said  the  Genera], 
^'and  BO  one  knows  which  dde  be  wiU^" 


[H.  «•  K, 

The  ocmstitnents  of  another  one  of  my  col- 
leagues inquired,  "Well,  (Jeneral,  what  do 
you  think  of  oxn*  representative,  Mr.  Shields? " 
"Ohl  "  sfdd  he,  "he  is  of  no  account,  sir,  no 
account ;  torn  bim  out,  and  send  some  one  in 
his  plane  who  is  of  some  account."  I  have 
repeated  these  things,  sir,  not  oa  aoooont  <^ 
any  pleasnre  they  afford  me,  bnt  beoanse  those 
very  gmtlemen  who  were  the  cause  d  these 
exhibititms  are  now  denying  t2iem.  Let  any 
man  deny  this  statement  who  dare. 

But  the  goitieman  from  Bhode  Island  calls 
upon  us  to  take  "the  bull  by  the  horns;" 
"  to  move  an  impeachment  ^^st  tiie  Pren- 
dent  at  once ; "  says  that  "  he  is  aoconnttdtle 
for  the  acts  oif  his  ministers,  and  any  attack 
upon  them  is  in  effect  animpeachmoit  of  him." 
liiis  is  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir.  We  wish 
to  rope  these  calves,  and  drag  t^em,  bleating 
as  they  go,  from  the  Treasury,  for  «iey  have 
been  ^ckihg  too  long  alrea^ ;  and  the  gen- 
tleman says  no,  **take  the  bull  by  the  horns." 
Move  an  Impeacbment  against  toe  Preridenti 
indeed  1  He  aoconntable,  criminally  aoommt' 
able,  for  the  want  of  integrity  on  the  part  of  his 
ministers  1  Was  there  ever  any  thing  more 
impudent  than  this?  Because  General  Jack- 
son is  a  patriot^  does  it  follow  that  Beuben  IL 
Whitney  is  any  thing  but  what  the  world 
knows  him  to  be  f  Because  General  Jackson 
is  an  honest  man,  does  it  follow  that  Amos 
Kendall,  and  all  the  other  "hirelings,"  as  he 
calls  tiiem,  are  honest  too?  This,  sir.  Is  the 
doctrine  of  the  party — ^the  doctrine  of  men  into 
whose  bands  the  government  of  the  country 
has  fallen.  Bat,  bit,  the  gentleman,  in  thus 
shuffling  himself  under  the  protecting  mantie 
of  the  F^eadent,  but  displays  the  nsual  tact  of 
the  par^  to  whidi  he  belcmgs.  They  are  all 
patnots,  if  the  Preiident  he  a  patriot.  They 
are  all  honest  men,  if  the  Pre^doit  be  an  honesft 
man.  Sir,  let  me  put  a  case  in  common  life 
to  illustrate  tills  doctrine ;  <me  n^oh  every 
farmer  will  tmderstand.  Take  any  man  <» 
seventy  years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with 
sixty  hands  to  control,  pve  him  a  full  crop— 
com,  tobacco,,  and  small  grain — can  he  manage 
them  so  that  no  part  of  the  crop  will  suffer  t 
Suppose  his  foremen  are  faithless  and  roguish^ 
that  they  are  detected  maranding  the  country 
of  nights,  tekm  with  their  pigs  and  turkeyB. 
their  chickens  and  potateoa,  upwn  them,  could 
they  plead  the  virtuee  of  their  master  as  a 
JostiflcattMi  <ii  tiieir  orimes }  Oonld  yon  not 
lynch  them  withoot  meaning,  to  Inflict  blows 
ap<n  the  good  old  man  vhoee  confidenoe  tiiiey 
had  abosedt  Thm  is  no  man  ammsst  ihem 
who  can  stand  one  moment  upon  nis  own 
merits.  No,  elr;  they  have  crowded  and 
huddled  together  under  the  mantle  of  General 
Jai^eon,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to 
oover  them;  they  have  worn  it  threaahar^ 
stretched  and  torn  it  into  tatters.  Yon  may 
oooasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Tan's  bald  pate 
popped  out  here,  Amos's  sharp  face  there^ 
Fc^'a  red  eyes  7<mder,  Blair's  shank  at  one 
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place,  and  Beoben's  pockets  filled  with  Treas- 
ury receipts  at  another ;  and  now,  sir,  we  have 
the  gentleman  from  Shode  Island  squefding 
around  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  is  no 
teat,  banting  a  place  to  crawl  in  at.  Kow,  sir, 
what  I  wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackson  mantle  off 
these  gentlemen,  and  let  them  stand  np  for 
tbemBelTes.  Every  one  knows  that  no  genUe- 
man  upon  tfaia  floor  has  any  motive,  any  wish, 
to  make  an  issae  with  General  Jackson ;  that 
he  cannot  be  the  object  of  this  resolntion.  His 
eonrse  is  run,  his  day  is  past,  his  power  is  in 
other  hands;  and  we  wish  tohold  mosegentle- 
men  accountable  for  the  manner  in  whida  they 
exercise  it.  There  h^  been  no  investigation 
into  file  departments,  which  ire  propose  to 
examioe,  for  the  last  eight  years,  we  wish  to 
see  a  Mttlemait  of  thdr  aeooants  at  the  bar  d 
the  pnblio,  and  the  balanoe  fai^  atmck  be< 
tween  them  and  tiie  people.  They  may  be 
Iionest,  very  honest ;  if  so,  it  is  due  to  'them- 
aelves  th^  they  show  it.  It  may  be  other- 
wise; and,  in  that  event,  it  is  dae  to  the 
ooontry  that  we  should  have  a  committee  of 
tbe  HoQse  to  show  that.  How  is  it  proposed 
that  they  shall  come  to  trial?  Upon  the 
certificate  contained  in  the  Message,  and  npon 
that  alone.  The  gentleman  himself  admits 
that  these  sweeping  certificates  are  nnnsnal.  I 
detest  the  whole  system  of  certi^ing,  which 
pwvadei  werj  department  of  the  OoTOrnment^ 
and  oan  be  traced  from  Beaben  IL  Whitney 
np,  (X  believe  yoa  cannot  go  from  Benben 
down.)  Yes,  rir,  a  coward,  who  shrinks  and 
runs  from  an  adrersa^  whom  he  has  injured, 
will  get  a  certificate  of  Ms  oonrage  to  use  npon 
the  stamp;  a  traitor  will  get  a  certificate  of 
patiiotism;  a  rogue  of  his  honesty:  and  a 
peijnred  witness  of  bis  veracity ;  and  if  yoa 
attempt  to  fix  apon  either  of  these  his  trne 
character,  he  will  ensconce  himself  behind  his 
certificate.  We  ask  permiBsion  to  go  into  the 
varions  departments,  and  see  what  their  trae 
condition  is. 

Bat,  says  the  gentleman,  that  la  equivalent 
to  an  impeachment  of  the  President,  for  here 
is  his  statement  that  all  is  well ;  "  tiiat  there  is 
no  Just  oaose  of  complaint  from  any  quarter ; " 
and  tbe  ai^nment  is,  that  if  yon  find  jost  caose 
of  ccmiplaut,  it  will  show  that  what  the  Presi- 
dent haa  sidd  Is  not  tme ;  and,  therefore,  iif  you 
da  not  mean  to  attack  the  Fresdent,  tiiere  must 
be  no  examination  wbaterw.  We  bold  these 
ofBoers,  whose  conduct  we  propose  to  examine, 
to  be  trustees ;  and  we  have  reason  to  bdieve 
tbat  they  have  abased  their  trust,  and  abased 
the  confidence  of  the  President,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  aooonnt  of  their  own 
oondaot  to  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
and  are  met  at  once,  and  told  that  you  are  put- 
ting the  Preddent  upon  his  trial ;  it  is  an  im- 
peachment agunst  him ;  make  cat  your  specifi- 
catioiu  and  sommon  him  to  the  bar  of  tiie 
Senate.  All  we  ask,  sir,  is,  that  the  repre- 
smtatiTBs  of  die  American  peo(de  shall  scow  a 
committee  and  examine  tbe  anshives,  records, 


and  pwers  of  tb«r  own  Govemment  in  any 
and  all  (tf  its  departments,  and  nuKe  thw 
report  of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propose 
no  criminal  ^rosecntion  agunst  any  one,  but 
an  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
departments,  and  the  honesty  and  fidelity  of 
the  public  agents ;  and  this  the  gentleman  calls 
disfranchisement  under  the  common  law.  He 
was  eloquent  and  extravagant  in  his  eulogimns 
upon  the  heads  of  these  departments;  he 
Bponted  their  praises  in  poetry,  and  I  sappose 
he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story. 
He  saya  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not 
slept  npon  his  arms.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  slept; 
and  the  party  should  fed  under  the  bighest 
obligations  to  Dim,  toe  he  has  so  contrived  as  to 
make  the  Treasury  and  the  public  lands  a 
powerful  anxiliaiyto  Ur.  Van  Buren  in  the  late 
election.  By  the  celebrated  Tnaaary  order, 
which  he  issued,  requiring  specie  in  payment 
for  the  pablic  lands,  with  an  exception  in  favor 
of  citizens  of  the  States  in  which  those  lands 
are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a  bribe  of  one 
hundred  dollars  a  bead  for  votes  in  tbe  States 
of  lOssissippi,  Arkansas,  Ifissoari,  and  Michi- 
gan, which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State. 
For,  sir,  at  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Missis- 
sippi lut  fall,  specie  was  worth  at  one  time 
twenty  per  cent ;  and,  while  the  citizens  of 
Tennessee,  then  considered  in  rebellion  against 
Hi.  Tan  Buren,  were  required  to  ^pi^  Hite 
enormous  tax,  tbe  dtizens  of  Mississii^  a 
donblibl  State  in  the  election,  were  exempt 
from  It.  At  Government  price,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  woold  cost  the  Missis- 
sippian  four  hundred  ddlara,  while  tiie  Tennes- 
seean,  for  the  same  quantity,  was  compelled 
to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from 
the  necesdty  he  was  placed  under,  by  this 
order,  of  rusing  specie.  And,  sir,  this  was 
not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  his  hundreds  of 
hands  and  thousands  of  bales,  while  the  q)ecie 
was  exacted  from  the  most  indi^nt  and  meri- 
torious Tenneeseean.  This,  sir,  is  what  I  call 
high-handed  oppresraon  on  the  one  nde,  and 
wholesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  oQker.' 
Philip  of  Macedon  never  made  a  more  unblush- 
ing  use  of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslaTe  the 
people  of  Greece.  This  Secretary  must  be 
entitied  to  the  pruse,  and  something  more  sub- 
stantial still,  to  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of  the 
party.  The  gentleman  alluded,  also,  to  the 
visit  of  the  Secretwy  of  State  (Mr.  Forsyth)  to 
Georgia,  wMch  he  calls  unfortunate ;  true,  his 
visit  was  unfortunate ;  and  of  the  visit  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  (Mr.  Dickerson)  to  New 
Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  He  seems 
unwillmg  to  rive  them  any  credit  for  well-meant 
exertions,  and  "  wi^es  to  God  they  had  stayed 
at  home."  This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  as 
they  used  their  best  exertions  in  tbe  cause. 
It  is  true  the  gentleman  attempts  to  conceal  the 
fact;  but  it  u  notorious  that  the  Secretary  of 
StiUe  went  to  Geoo^ria,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  bis  shattered  foroee  j  that  he  was  openly 
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elfictitmeeiiitg  for  Mr.  Yan  Boren.  Amos,  too, 
if  I  was  correctlj  mformed,  made  an  exonrsion, 
for  a  Hke  pnrpose,  into  New  England.  I  am 
sure  that  I  saw  it  stated  that  he  had  his  face 
lithographed,  and  copies  sent  throngh  the 
conntry,  so  that  thoM  who  conld  not  see  "  the 
divine  original,  vufpxt  at  least  gaze  on  lovers 
counterfeit." 

Bat,  sir,  the  gentleman  ossames  another 
groand  in  defence  of  these  "  ministers,"  as  he 
calls  them.  He  says  the  appointment  of  this 
committee  woald  amonnt  to  a  disfranchisement 
of  those  officers  whose  oonduct  it  is  proposed 
to  scrutinize,  by  denying  to  tbem  atrial  aMord- 
iog  to  the  strict  rules  of  the  criminal  law.  His 
principle  bdds  inily  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for 
crime.  All  laws  are  to  be  liberally  expounded, 
so  as  to  deteot  fraud,  bat  strictly  constmed 
when  you  come  to  punish  a  criminal  The 
gentleman  goes  too  fast ;  he  leaps  to  the  con- 
cludoD,  leaving  as  at  the  beginning  of  this  mat- 
ter; while  we  are  commencing  the  develop- 
ment of  fraud  and  corruption,  which  the  law 
abhors,  he  anticipates  the  awfiil  result  which 
may  be  brought  about,  and  is  appealing  to  your 
sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit.  Now,  if 
he  win  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and 
in  due  season  we  will  lean  to  tbe  mde  of  mercy, 
and  acqait  wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt. 
This  is  strange  doctrine  to  come  from  that  ride 
of  tbe  House.  These  officers  are  the.  trustees 
<tf  the  people,  and  accountable  to  the  people. 
Tbey  have  bran  long  in  office,  and  are  about 
entering  upon  a  new  lease;  and  now,  when 
called  upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their 
fiddity  and  ability,  their  friends  upon  this  floor 
ruse  uie  cry  of  disfranohisement  and  summary 

Snnisbment.  I  deny  and  utterly  repudiate  this 
octrine.  Sir,  in  privato  life,  no  one  denies  tbe 
right  of  a  principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  of 
his  agent.  What  would  that  principal  think 
of  an  agent  who  wonid  shut  bis  books  and  say, 
I  claim  protection  under  the  criminal  code; 
jou  cannot  examine  thesd  books,  lest  it  may 
lead  to  a  prosecution  against  me  i  What  honest 
man  would  not  at  once  he  was  guilty  I 
Wbat  judge  would  sustain  the  ol^eetion  for  an 
instant)  Take  the  case  of  a  guaimian:  a  mo- 
tion is  made  in  court,  a  o<»nmittee  is  appointed, 
and  he  is  brought  forthwith  to  a  setuement ; 
could  he  object,  on  the  ground  that  the  exami- 
nation of  Iiis  accounts  might  develop  crime, 
and  lead  to  punishment?  And,  sir,  have  not 
the  American  people  the  same  power  over  these 
keepers  of  their  treasure,  and  guardians  of 
their  constitution,  laws,  and  liberties,  which  a 
court  of  jostice  can  exercise  over  the  guardian 
ot  m  eatato  and  the  children  who  own  itf 
Kr,  because  investigation  may  lead  to  such  a 
discovery,  it  does  not  preclude  investigation 
altogether.  The  gentleman's  fancy  seems  to 
be  bmnted  by  the  idea  of  crimlnalprosecutions 
and  penitentlarj  punishments,  wcdl,  sir,  his 
fknctes  may  be  realized ;  he  may  know  some- 
thing calculated  to  excite  his  alarm ;  it  may 
laid  to  that,  and  I  would  not  be  suipriaed  U,  in 


[H.  or  O. 

some  instances,  it  did ;  but  ve  move  no  im- 
peachment, nc^  indictment  no  presentment,  at 
this  time.  We  merely  ask  that  this  House,  as 
the  great  inquest  of  the  nation,  shall  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  departments ;  and  upon  a 
report  of  facts,  by  a  committee,  it  will  then  be 
able  to  determine  what  stops  are  proper  to  be 
taken.  If  crime  is  developed  in  any  quarter, 
then  it  will  be  tiie  proper  time  to  bring  offend- 
ers to  trial,  and  they  snail  have  all  the  benefits 
of  the  strict  rules  of  common  law,  and  criminal 
law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy  lilcewise.  Sir, 
there  is  something  "  rotten  in  Demmark,"  or 
we  would  not  have  this  resolato  and  oontinned 
opposition  to  all  Investigation,  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  show  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
agents  and  officers  of  Government.  At  the 
adjoomment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress 
there  were  pending  motions  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  effect  objects  similar  to  those  con- 
templated by  this  resolution,  and  tbey  were  all 
smothered  by  the  party  to  which  the  gentie- 
man  belongs,  and,  I  believe,  with  his  assistance. 
The  gentieman  dreads  a  select  committee,  while 
he  is  willing  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certificate 
of  the  President  and  seems  to  have  fall  oonft- 
dence  in  the  result,  if  the  matter  he  intrusted 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Keans.  Tet^ 
mr,  he  is  alarmed  at  tbe  idea  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  Bay»  it  will  be  a  "  fimlt-finding^ 
oensonotis  eomnuttee."  Have  the  gei^Jeniaa 
and  his  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the 
pointment  of  this  otmimitteef  Is  the  Speaker 
subject  to  tbe  snspicion  of  doing  injustice  to 
any  of  the  party  in  the  i^pointment  of  com- 
mittees ?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute 
certfunty  that  a  m^ority  of  this  committee,  if 
appointed,  will  be  composed  of  the  friends  of 
these  officers  ?  Cannot  those  gentiemen  meet 
their  own  friends  without  fear  and  trembling? 
Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  tbis  House 
Buffioient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  inno- 
cent, as  well  as  to  insnre  the  detection  and  ex- 
posure of  the  guilty  ?  Are  gentlemen  willhig 
that  it  shall  be  understood,  and  go  abroad  to 
the  country,  that  they  cannot  face  such  a  com- 
mittee, composed  of  gentiemen  of  the  bij^est 
honor  and  purest  principle,  even  though  they 
are  their  own  friends?  And  these,  too,  {u*e  the 
men  in  whose  hands  the  Government  of  the 
country  is  placed,  and  who  claim  to  be  above 
suspicion,  beyond  the  power  of  this  Honse^ 
forted  in  upon  all  sides  by  tiie  ramparts  of  the 
President's  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Bhode  Island,  which  is  quite 
original,  and  merits  piftioular  attention ;  it  is 
this,  sir :  that  tbe  direction  given  at  the  last 
session  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exeo- 
utive  patronage  biU,  is  conclusive  as  to  the  views 
of  this  Hoose  upon  the  snhjeet  of  ezeontiTO 
patiimage.  And  jm  seems  to  draw  an  inferenoe 
thst  the  House  then  gave  its  sanction  to  all 
that  had  been  or  would  be  done  in  tbe  way  of 
executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments. 
Wbat  are  the  &ctaln  relation  to  that  oaaet  A 
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ffentiemaa  frcan  New  York,  (Mr.  Uann,)  on 
the  26th  February,  1886,  moved  "that  aaid 
bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jadi- 
cuuy."  Uy  oolleagne  (Hr.  Bbix)  moved  '*  it 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee ; " 
and,  pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from 
Yirgmia  (Mr.  Dbougoole)  moved  *'  thai  the 
executive  patronage  bill  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedence  of 
the  others,  and  prevailed,  and  there  the  bill  has 
dept  ever  since.  The  qnestion  of  executive 
patronage  was  not  taken  np  for  consideration 
afterwaiQSj  and  now  the  gepflemag  contends 
that  the  WKue  having  £^ed  to  act  npon  the 
satiject,  it  was  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in 
fiiTor  «  exeootlve  patronage,  to  the  ftallest 
extent,  Sir,  during  the  last  summer,  in  Ten- 
nessee,  I  endeavored  to  inculcate  this  doctrine, 
so  far  as  to  hold  a  m^ority  of  this  House 
acoonntable  for  its  fuling  to  act  upon  this  as 
well  as  some  other  important  questions;  but 
this  dootrine  was  controverted  by  you  and  your 
friends.  How  would  it  hold  upon  another  great 
question — the  qnestion  of  amending  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  secure  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President  to  the 
people,  at  all  events  and  nnder  all  circnm- 
stanoest  Fot  the  last  two  sessions  of  Con- 
gress 1^  has  been  a  leading  qnestion,  and 
afibrded  a  fair  o[^rtnnity  for  the  party  to  ahow 
the^  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  measures  of 
General  Jaokson.  I,  and  the  friends  with 
whom  I  act,  have  ever  been  in  favor  of  tliat 
meaaore.  At  the  sesrion  before  the  last,  soon 
after  it  was  known  that  Judge  'White  was  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  while  we 
were  urging  the  House  to  take  np  the  resolu- 
tions upon  that  subject,  the  present  Speaker 
(Mr.  Jaubs  K  Polk)  made  a  speech,  in  which, 
after  professing  a  willingness  to  go  for  the 
measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  the  subject 
then,  all^inf;  a  want  of  time,  and  also  some 
imperfection  in  tiie  resolntiona.  I  followed  in 
a  few  remarks,  in  which  I  u^^  the  import- 
ance of  speedy  aotion  on  the  salgeot^  and  re- 
minded tbe  Speaker  of  ^  fonner  oouree  in 
relation  to  tbe  matter ;  and,  tbongh  be  spoke 
against  us,  he  voted  with  us  to  take  np  the 
neolations.  His  friends,  however,  took  their 
cue,  and  followed  his  precept  inrtead  of  his 
example,  and  the  resolutions  were  postponed. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  same  sub- 
ject came  np,  with  no  better  fate  than  before. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  get  a 
report  from  ue  committee  at  all.  They  aH 
professed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
Ohl  yes;  but  they  seemed  to  agree  to  differ  as 
to  the  mode  of  effecting  it ;  and,  at  lost,  when 
the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  direction 
with  the  exeoutiTe  patronage  bill,  or  some- 
thing like  it.  We  could  not  bring  the  gentle- 
men to  a  vote  on  either.  And  is  it  to  be 
nndenfood,  now  the  eleetaon  is  over,  ^  know 
that  it  w<MUd  not  have  been  adnutted  bdbre,) 
that  all  those  who  voted  to  ^ve  thoae  Imfo^t 


measures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting 
ogtdnst  them  f  If  so,  how  do  tbe  partf  stand 

upon  tbe  great  leading  measures  of  General 
Jackson^B  administration?  If  we  call  wpaa 
gentlemen  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Pr^ 
ident  upcn  that  oft-repeated  but  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  the  election  (rf 
President  and  Vice  fteddent,  are  we  to  be 
told  that  tlie  House  has  already  decided  that 
q^uestion  against  the  Preiddent*s  recommenda- 
tions, by  refbfflng  to  vote  on  the  qnestion  T 
Are  we  to  be  told,  if  we  propose  to  limit  exec- 
ntive  patronage,  that  the  House  has  already 
dedded  tiiat  qaeaticm  in  the  same  manner,  ana 
has  sanctioned  the  frill  ertent  to  whidi  exee* 
ntive  measures  have  been  recently  earned! 
And,  sir,  what  is  that  extent!  It  is  soflSciad^ 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settled  prece- 
dent, to  rivet  chains  upon  ns  and  our  children 
forever.  Such  a  precedent  will  authorize  a 
President  to  make  the  nomination  of  his  suocee- 
sor  a  cabinet  measure,  issne  his  proclamation 
calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  nomination, 
and  denounce,  in  advance,  all  who  dare  oppose 
the  nominees  before  or  after  the  convention 
acts,  as  *'  assailing  public  virtue,  and  opposing 
the  right  of  the  people  to  govern,"  For,  or, 
this  has  been  done  m  the  late  nomination  of 
tho  "Oovemment"  candidates,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  English  Journals,  was  that  tlok^ 
so  remarkaUe  fer  its  pnri^  and  virtue,  that  to 
oppose  it  was  to  assail  the  victne  of  tiie  people? 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  had  promised  to  walk  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  and  is,  conse* 
quently,  bound  in  dne  time  to  nominate  his 
colleague  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  presidency, 
order  a  convention  to  ratify  his  nomination, 
take  &e  field,  and  secure  his  election  by  the 
Qse  of  all  the  ways  and  means  in  the  power  of 
the  Executive.  This,  sur,  is  the  extent  to  which 
executive  patronage  has  already  gone,  and  which 
the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  been 
sanctioned  by  this  House.  This,  Enr,  is  what 
I  deny.  Whatever  this  House  maybe  destaned 
to  d(^  it  has  not  oome  to  that  yet. 

Si^  I  was  not  iHW>ared  for  such  doctrines^ 
and  Imust  say  that  I  was  not  prepared  fn-  the 
opposition  to  the  proposed  mvestigation.  I 
had  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  have  become 
ashamed  of  screening  these  officers,  who, 
instead  of  mnning  to  General  Jackson  for 
certificates  of  moral  character,  should  be  the 
first  to  demand  an  investiration.  But,  sir, 
will  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  satisfied 
forever  Miat  they  shall  shrink  from  respona- 
bility,  hold  up  General  Jackson's  character  as 
their  shield,  and  thereby  escape  a  scrutiny  of 
their  conduct!  If  they  have  acted  honorably, 
we  wish  them  to  sliow  it ;  if  those  sntmioioa^ 
so  common,  so  nniversal,  are  groundkes,  we 
wishtheoouDtrytoknowit.  Innocence  never 
seeks  for  safety  in  flight,  in  ooneealment;  but 
rather  oonrts  investigmon  and  defies  sonitinqr. 
How  can  gentlemen  raoondle  innocence  wita 
thia  tremUing  auA  abrinkinjr— this  shielding 
.tikonselvse  nntter  the  numenoil  Btrragtb  dr 
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their  Mendii  in  this  Hoofiel  This  was  their 
coarse  at  the  last  sesdou  of  Congress.  Bcmein- 
ber,  sir,  what  fatality  attended  every  effort  to 
obtMna  committee  of  investigation  then.  Bccol- 
lect  the  extraordinaiT  and  obstinate  protection 
extended  to  that  darling  Treasnij-pct,  Benben 
"Whitn^.  Let  it  also  be  remembered  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  nnanimoudy  re- 
commended an  inqniry  into  ttie  abases  of  Uiat 
bnrean,  which  wonld  have  developed  the  caascs 
of  the  late  and  present  Indian  wars  in  the 
Sooth.  That  committee  reported  a  resolution 
authorizing  any  two  of  its  members  to  prose- 
cute the  inquiry  by  taking  testimony  for  the 
information  of  the  House  at  this  session.  But, 
ur,  this  resolution,  reported  by  a  committee  a 
minority  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  was  ngected  in  the  House.  The  citizens 
of  Georgia  and  Alabama  petitioned  and  im- 
plored  the  House  to  investigate  that  salject, 
ailing  the  must  unheard-of  frauds  and  abases. 
Upon  uiis  ^^ication  the  vote  stood :  Ayes  77, 
noes  77— a  tie ;  and  the  Speaker  gave  the  cast- 
ing vote  against  the  investigation.  .  Sir,  men 
high  in  favor  and  high  in  office  were  suspected. 
The  agent  <^  Ute  Government,  John  B.  tlogan, 
gave  uie  Department  official  information  of  the 
greatest  ontrages  practised  upon  the  Indians 
which  were  ever  pei^tratod  upon  any  [teople, 
savage  or  civilized.  He  was  very  soon  re- 
moved, or  rather  promoted,  from  Indian  agent 
to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Uobile.  And 
yet,  ur,  we  have  no  account  of  prosecutions, 
omvictions,  and  pumshments,  which  have  fol- 
lowed his  disclosnres.  Why,  ioTj  those  specu- 
lators, or  rather  Indian  robbwsi  wonld  find  an 
cM  cnief  upon  his  patriiu<H^  estate,  where 
the  chiefi  and  Unga  of  his  race  had  lived 
for  eentnriea  before  him,  with  his  slaves  and 
his  farm  around  him,  smoking  his  pipe  amidst 
his  own  forest  trees,  spurning  any  offer  to 
pnrchase  his  home ;  and  they  wonld  bribe  some 
vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  in  a  trade 
to  sell  his  land,  forging  his  name ;  and  the  first 
intimation  that  he  would  have  of  the  transac- 
tioai,  would  be  his  expulsion,  by  force,  from  his 
bouse  1  This  was  common ;  and  not  only  so, 
but,  under  the  pretext  of  rechuming  fugitive 
slaves,  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  blood) 
of  the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in 
bondage.  The  famous  Osceola  himself  had  his 
wife  taken  fhnn  him,  and  that,  too,  it  has  been 
said,  by  a  Government  o£Bcer,  ai^  was  chuned 
by  the  same  officer  to  a  log.  Sir,  what  else 
coold  be  expected  bnt  that  these  scourged, 
plundered,  starving  savages  would  glut  their 
vengeance  by  the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of 
the  imiocent  and  helpless  families  of  uie  fron- 
tier, whose  blood  lias  oried  to  ns  in  vaint  This 
has  caused  the  Florida  war,  which  has  produced 
BDcb  a  waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so  much 
national  and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many 
valnaUe  lives!  This  has  called  the  gallant 
volnnteers  from  my  own  State,  and  f^om  my 
own  district,  who  have  traversed  a  thousand 
milea  to  fight  a  battle  of  strangers ;  to  contend 


{a.  or  B. 

with  a  savage  foe,  while  drinking  those  stag- 
nant waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  of 
whom  are  left  in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida, 
where  "  the  foe  and  the  stranger  will  tread  o'er 
their  heads,"  while  th^  fellow-soldiers  are  hi 
away,  hap^  at  home  with  th^r  fKends  and 
fiunUies.  One — ah  I  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youths,  who  now  sleep  under  a  foreign  sod, 
was  worth  more  than  the  whole  army  of 
plunderers  who  have  caused  the  mischief.  And 
yet,  sir,  such  men  as  these  were  shielded  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  by  the  casting  vote  of 
the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the  align- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Idand,  the 
House  has  sanctioned  all  they  did. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  time  for  this  coarse  of  things 
to  cease.  It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know 
something  of  the  conduct  of  those  in  whose 
hands  the  public  business  is  intmsted,  and  who 
really  administer  the  Government  They  have 
been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough.  I 
was  present  when  ICr.  Yan  Bnren  took  his 
position  there.  It  was  a  striking  display 
that  paternal  care  which  the  IVesident  has 
extended  over  Mr.  Yan  Buren.  In  the  spring 
of  '1834,  the  President,  Mr.  Yan  Bnren,  and  a 
few  other  gentlemen,  I  amongst  the  nmnber, 
rode  out  to  the  Washington  course  to  witness 
a..tri8l  of  speed,  (on  amusement  of  which  I  am 
very  fond,  and  for  which  the  President  had  not 
altogether  lost  his  taste  at  that  day.)  It  was  a 
trial  ran  between  the  celebrated  Bnsiris  and 
Fmily.  The  horses  were  brought  on  the 
course ;  all  was  celm  and  qniet  until  the  rider 
of  Bnsiris  mounted,  when  the  old  courser  began 
to  rear  and  plunge;  tUa  seemed  to  stir  the 
mettle  of  Ola  HicEory;  he  reared  npon  his 
stirrups  and  took  command :  "  Hold  him,"  (s^ 
he  to  the  boy,)  "  don't  let  him  ran  agidnst  the 
fence."  *'  Ton  must  break  him  of  that,  sir," 
(to  the  trainer,)  *'I  could  do  it  in  an  hour." 
TumiDg  to  me,  he  said :  *^  Take  yonr  stand 
there,"  (polntii^  to  a  position  on  the  side  of 
the  course ;)  "  there  is  but  one  place  from 
which  a  horse  can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took 
my  station  with  lever  in  hand.  "Now,"  swd 
he,  "  come  up,  and  give  them  a  fair  start"  At 
this  moment  he  discovered  the  Vice  President, 
who  had  come  np  and  taken  his  position  near 
me;  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis  and 
earnestness  of  manner,  as  he  flashed  his  «ye 
from  the  excited  animals  to  the  Yice  PreaidenL 
"  Mr.  Yan  Buren,  get  behind  me ;  they  will 
run  over  yon,  sir."  It  would  have  done  yon 
good  to  see  how  natural  and  easy  it  was  for 
Yan  to  slope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  And, 
sir,  tliere  he  has  been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory 
wotdd  not  get  ont  of  the  way  for  us  to  run 
over  him ;  if  he  had  given  us  a  fair  chance,  on 
any  stretch  or  turn  during  the  whole  race,  we 
would  Iiave  run  over  him  or  made  him  fly  the 
track.  But  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  re- 
peat ;  the  General  will  be  out  of  the  way ;  he 
IS  no  game-horse,  and  we  will  make  a  case  of 
him  on  the  repeat  I  do  not  complain  so  mnoh 
that  the  Preekent  has  fallen  m  love  with  llr. 
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Yan  Buren,  but  I  claim  the  privile^  of  falling 
in  love  with  whom  I  please ;  and  tliis,  sir,  is 
the  last  privilege  which  will  ever  be  surren- 
dered by  man,  or  woman  either.  But,  sir,  Mr. 
Van  Bnreu  is  in  love  with  the  President,  too ; 
and  he  accidentallj  found  it  out.  The  manner 
of  this  discovery  is  somewhat  curious.  I  do 
not  know  this  to  be  tnie,  but  it  was  much 
talked  of  and  universally  beUeved  in  this  city. 
Hr.  Yaa  Boren  was  In  conversation  wiUi  a 
lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  &e  Fnndent,  ami- 
able, interesting,  and  remarkable  for  oommni- 
oating  to  him  whatever  she  thought  would  be 
agreeable  for  him  to  hear.  Hr.  Yan  Bureu 
said  to  this  lady  "that  he  had  been  reading 
'  much,  and  thinking  deeply,  of  late,  upon  the 
characters  of  great  men,  and  bad  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  General  Jackson  was  the  great- 
est man  that  bad  ever  lired  in  the  tide  of  time ; 
that  be  was  the  only  man  among  them  all  who 
was  without  a  fault."  The  fair  friend  of  the 
President  was  delighted.  "  Bat,"  said  he, 
**  whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson 
what  I  have  said,  I  would  not  have  htm  to 
know  it  for  tiie  world.^*  Ton  see,  rir,  that- be 
was  afraid  she  might  foi^t  it,  and  ^erefore 
thonght  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory.  Bat,  sir, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  lady  flew  to  the  President,  and 
told  him  all  that  had  passed.  "  All  t  madam," 
said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  that  man  loves 
me ;  he  tries  to  conceal  it,  but  there  is  always 
some  way  fixed  by  which  I  can  tell  my  friends 
from  my  enemies."  Now,  sir,  Van  was  like  tie 
Frenchman,  (though  I  want  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  differ  with  him  about  this,  as  well 
AS  aboat  many  other  things.)  A  Frenchman 
l>egan  to  write  his  deed  thus:  "Enow  one 
woman  by  these  presents.''  *'  Why,"  add  the 
other  party,  *'  do  you  not  pat  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  ivesentst"  "YeU^"  aud  he,  "is  it 
it  not  de  eame  ting  I  If  vone  woman  know  it, 
will  not  all  de  mens  find  it  out?  " 

Ur.  ifoPLBT  said:  Had  this  been  a  ^posi-. 
tion  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  Navy 
and  War  Departments,  and  the  General  Post 
Office,  with  a  view  to  investigate*  abuses,  if 
they  exist,  no  person  would  be  more  willing  to 
join  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  tndividaal 
would  be  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  responsi- 
bility of  subordinate  officers.  There  are  none 
who  will  go  farther  to  ferret  oat  any  mal- 
practices ;  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to  punish 
them  witii  the  high  oonstitntional  power  of 
this  Hooae.  Had  &e  resolution  for  inqniry  bad 
these  ol(}eotB  soldy  and  btniesUy  in  view,  I 
should  have  bran  the  last  to  oppose  it.  But, 
dr,  the  Pre^dent  is  constitntlonally  responnble 
for  tiie  whole  of  the  ezeotttive  department;  the 
TariooB  radii  of  its  powers  conoentrate  as  well 
its  responsibilities  as  its  honors  npon  htm ; 
and  when  I  take  these  circumstances  into  view, 
and  consider  also  the  spirit  in  which  this 
debate  has  been  conducted,  the  portion  of  the 
Freadent  cannot  be  observed  withoot  exciting 
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our  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  his  connection  with  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  about  to  terminate  forever, 
and  all  the  aspirations  of  ambition  are  to  be 
dissolved  by  age,  infirmities,  and  sickness; 
when  the  conscionsness  of  his  high  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  he  must  possess, 
and  the  enthusiastic  ajfection  of  the  American 
people,  were  about  to  cheer  the  evening  of  his 
life,  and  to  ^Id  his  expiring  lamp,  is  it  ri^t  or 
pn^r  for  the  representatives  of  the  peopl^ 
whom  he  has  succored  and  saved,  to  cut  off 
this  departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last 
days,  by  adopting  a  resolution  which,  if  adopt- 
ed, tUI  sanction  on  opinion  of  this  House,  thai 
cormption  and  Andrew  Jackson  have  been 
coupled  toother  ?  "Will  they  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite 
allegation,  sustjdned  at  least  by  the  endorsement 
of  one  individual  in  the  House,  who  will  bo 
willing  to  give  his  name  to  posterity  aa  the 
author  of  the  allegation.  In  the  ^ech  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  marked 
with  so  innch  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the 
allegations  are  made  against  Andrew  Jackson, 
as  the  object  who  is  to  he  convicted  of  the 
corruption  which  ia  so  broadly  insinnsted  in 
tho  resolution  to  exist  in  the  executive  depart- 
ment. I  am  not  wilUng  to  exercise  the  high 
constitutional  powers  of  this  House,  in  the 
least  degree,  in  sanctioning  such  an  allegation. 

General  Jackson,  after  a  life  spent  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  is  about  retiring  from 
the  elevated  position  he  holds  as  pre^ding 
executive  officer  of  these  States,  at  an  advanced 
age,  and  worn  Aovm  by  the  labors  spent  in  that 
service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  of  sickness, 
which  may  prove  his  bed  of  death.  God  grant 
titat  it  may  not,  bat  that  he  may  live  many, 
many  years  amongst  that  people  whose  rights 
he  has  so  bravely  and  honestly  defisnded,  and 
whose  prosperity  under  his  saccessfbl  odmin^ 
tration,  has  excited  the  astonishment  of  tho 
whole  civilized  world. 

What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jack- 
son bears  to  the  representatives  of  th'e  people 
of  the  United  States?  From  the  period  of 
your  revolutionary  war  to  the  present  moment, 
he  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender  of 
Ilia  country.  In  war  and  in  peace,  on  the 
battie  field  and  in  yonr  councils,  his  exertions, 
his  toils,  and  unceasing  eneigy  and  integrity, 
have  done  as  much  as  any  other  man,  not  ex- 
cepting yonr  Washington  in  the  field,  and  your 

ferson  and  Madison  In  the  cabinet,  to  eleviUs 
the  character  of  this  republic^  to  aidvance  its 
prosperity:  and  to  preserve  its  peace.  His 
name  has  been  a  tower  of  strength,  and  under 
his  admiiuBtivtion  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen,  as  was  that  formerly  of  a  Roman  citi- 
zen, is  a  passport  throughout  the  wwid.  Aye, 
sir,  in  foreign  Iwids,  wherever  your  star- 
spangled  banner  displays,  from  the  high  and 
giddy  mast,  the  character  of  oar  republic,  under 
the  ffigis  of  the  lofty  virtaes  of  the  Prudent, 
has  tlutt  waU  of  strength  that  feels  ever  con- 
Digitized  by  Google 


229 


HdoQS  of  the  proteoUtHi  of  a  great  aod  power- 
ful nation.  And  wonld  yon,  sir,  would  this 
Honse,  after  a  life  tiiua  spent  and  which  im- 
putial  histoiy  Is  ahoat  to  take  ohai^  of  far 

the  benefit  of  his  country ;  would  they  at  the 
evo  of  his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  all 
ih»t  is  patriotio  and  virtaous  in  the  public 
service ;  would  they  pnraue  bim  with  inanoa- 
tions  that  cormption,  with  its  blighting  mildew, 
had  found  entrance  into  the  bosom  of  Jackson's 
more  than  Roman  virtue!  If  this  Honse  insti- 
tntes  the  inquiry,  it  sanctions  the  charge ;  and 
will  they,  withont  any  specific  allegations,  jost 
at  the  close  of  General  Jackson's  career,  hold 
the  £ital  chalice  to  his  lips,  which  should  poison 
and  imbitter  with  the  stmgs  of  ingratitude  the 
evening  of  his  life  ?  We  have  had  no  precedent 
to  Justify  such  a  meaanre.  P^y  spirit  has 
raged  and  misrepresented  all  your  Presents 
during  their  term  of  office;  but  they  have 
mssea  and  are  passing  off  the  stage,  with 
the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity. 
Some  have  not  been  re-ele<Aed  by  the  people, 
bat  against  them  no  charge  of  cormption  is 
foand  imbodiod  in  the  annals  of  the  country. 
Kor  does  any  American  citizen,  at  even  this 
lapse  of  time,  impeach  their  integrity ;  no  one 
charges  them  with  wilful  or  wanton  corruption, 
while  administering  the  affairs  of  the  Common- 
Tcaltb.  Tbe  only  allegations  mode  against 
them,  as  they  quit  the  scene  of  their  labors, 
of  their  glories,  and  their  services,  were,  that 
a  distinguished  member,  formerly  IVom  Vir- 
ginia, accused  Ur.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with 
a  poUtiofll  falsehood  in  his  mouth;  and  an 
eqoaUy  distinguished  member  from  Massachu- 
setts moved  his  solitary  vote  to  impeach  Ur. 
Hadison.  I  have  no  cfonht,  sir,  after  the  ex- 
dtement  of  party  was  over,  both  of  these 
gentlemen  regretted  these  allegations.  The 
charges  never  have  and  never  will  affect  the 
great  patriarch  of  liberty,  the  author  of  the 
declaration  of  independence,  or  his  equally 
illostrioos  friend,  the  founder  and  champion 
of  our  constitution.  The  one  nnfarled  to  the 
world  the  principles  of  popular  government ; 
the  other,  more  than  any  man,  connected  liberty 
with  law — secured  an  equality  of  politicu 
rights,  by  securing  to  society  the  frnits  of  labor. 
Wherever  oppreued  man  rises  to  resist  the 
oppressor,  the  declaration  drawn  up  by  Tliomas 
Jefferson  is  invoked.  Wherover  constitutional 
law  is  appealed  to,  to  secure  those  rights,  the 
political  writings  of  James  Madison  form  the 
pure  fountains  of  living  water  which  diffhse 
liberty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  nations. 
Together,  locked  hand  in  hand,  they  are  work- 
ing their  silent  way,  and  they  have  planted 
that  school  of  political  liberty,  of  which  this 
repablio  may  arrogate  to  itself,  through  their 
exertions,  the  being  the  founder. 

Bepoblics  have  been  accused  of  being  un- 
gratdbh  Aristides  was  ostracized  for  being 
caUed  the  Just,  and  Themifrtocles  banished 
after  saving  his  coontry  firom  desolation.  The 
tothors  of  these  acts  have  not  transmitted  th^ 
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nunes  to  posterity.  How  keen  woold  be  the 
reproaches  ot  the  history  of  the  last  two 
thousand  years,  how  withering  th^  Infinny, 
if  they  had  not  escaped  by  this  rilenoe  of  his- 
tory.  General  Jackson  has  been  doomed  to 
meet  the  same  ingratitude,  after  preventii^  the 
dismemberment  of  onr  republic,  after  rescuing 
the  fair  and  fertile  fields  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  represent.  There,  nr.  help- 
less ace  and  tender  youth,  and  all  the  (uiarms 
of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  protected  by 
bis  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of  those 
signal  deliverances  of  a  people  which  has  al- 
ready caused  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  to  rank 
with  Marathon  and  Platea,  refiecting  all  its 
bright  lostre  upon  the  army  of  liberty  tiiat 
foi^t  under  him,  and  sending  all  its  glowing 
light  throughout  uie  worid,  to  elevate  the  ohar^ 
acter  of  thte  republic  Sir,  almost  at  tiie  mo- 
ment this  was  effecting,  and  while  pun^g, 
history,  poetry,  music,  and  sculpture,  were 
giving  greenness  to  his  immortality,  the  Senate 
of  tbe  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
tbe  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  uie  same 
feelings  that  were  puned  at  hearing  Aristides 
called  the  Just,  the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son loathed  the  beau  ideal  of  his  character. 
Again,  during  the  panic,  that  same  body  have 
impeached  and  condemned  him,  without  a  trial, 
for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met 
these  charges  ?  They  have  almost  by  acclama- 
tion elected  him  Piresident  on  each  oceaaon. 
They  have  rallied  to  defiand  him.  Vher^  sir, 
are  his  accusers?  I  a^  agun,  where  are  th^l 
And,  ur,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if  the  pres- 
ent resolution  passes,  it  will  only  reflect  dis- 
grace npon  tbe  present  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  i>eople  will  come  to  the  rescue,  and 
expunge  the  resolution  from  this  House,  as  I 
trust  they  are  about  expunging  a  former  one 
from  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history  of 
the  country  will  hold  up  in  proud  relief  tiieir 
old  chief,  sans  peur  and  tana  reproche,  and  the 
ingratitude  of  this  House  in  pursuing  him  with 
the  odious  charge  of  corruption,  even  npon  the 
bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when  I  do  not 
believe  t^ere  can  he  a  membeir  here  who  om- 
soientaonsly  believes  ^t  Andrew  Jackson  ever 
was,  in  tiioaght^  word,  or  deed,  nnftithftil  or 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  this  oonntry. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from 
Tennessee  should  have  been  so  excited  by  a 
warm  election  contest  as  to  urge,  upon  such 
trivial  grounds  as  he  has  alleged,  so  grave  an 
inquiry  into  tbe  corrupt  conduct  of  the  execu- 
tive departments.  The  State  of  Tennessee  has 
been  reared  under  tbe  fostering  and  paternal 
care  of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more 
than  any  other  man  to  elevate  and  form  its 
character.  Intelligent,  chtvalrio,  patriotio,  and 
virtuous,  they  will  be  tbe  last  [wrtion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  sanction  aUega- 
tlona,  either  personal  or  as  the  constitotiwal 
head  of  the  Govemmmt,  agdnst  thdr  vetenm 
chief,  lliose  brave  men  who  fidlowed  fait 
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banner  through  the  Creek  nation,  and  on  the 
plains  of  New  Orlean^  with  the  dtizen  soldiers 
of  Sentookjr,  Uississippi,  and  LoninanL  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
and  BO  unfaithful  to  thraiselTea,  as  to  imbitter 
the  remnant  of  hia  days  with  so  npjost  an  ac- 
cusation. And  what  are  all  the  allegations  that 
the  honorable  member  adduces  to  jos^y  the 
exercise  of  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  Honse  ?  That  the  Preddent,  in  a  conver- 
eatiou  with  a  friend,  had  remarked  Uiat  llr. 
Bell,  another  member  from.  Tennessee,  had 
stated  lies  about  him,  and  that  "  Peyton  could 
tell  twenty  lies  to  Bell's  one."  Now,  sir,  what 
were  the  facts  in  the  case}  The  honorable 
members  from  Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had 
indulged  in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  the 
President's  administration.  In  conversation 
wi^  his  neighbors,  according  to  this  statement, 
in  natoraUy  vindlintiDg  hitnsd^  he  had  pretty 
warmly  recnirainated.  I  think  the  language 
that  he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occa- 
Biona,  must  have  undergone,  in  the  course  of 
its  gossip,  some  version  before  it  reached  the 
ears  of  the  honorable  member ;  for  it  is  not  the 
luigoage  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  all  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  controversy 
in  an  election,  where  the  President  and  the 
honorable  members  from  Tennessee,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  constitutional  rights,  supported 
different  candidates,  to  be  the  basis  of  an  inquis- 
itorial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  House, 
into  the  conduct  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments) 

Again :  the  honorable  member  olle^  that 
this  House  refhsed  to  institate  an  inquiry  into 
fiends  tiiat  were  perpetrated  upon  the  Indians 
of  Alabama,  by  wa  citizens  of  that  State,  in 
the  sales  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House, 
I  had  the  honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to 
it,  referring  the  subject  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  motive  for  this  amendment 
was,  that  this  House  had  no  constitutional  pow- 
er to  order  the  investigation  by  their  authority ; 
and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  have  been 
one  of  the  most  fatal  precedents  to  the  rights 
of  the  States.  It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians 
had  been  swindled  out  of  weir  reserved  lands, 
iu  many  cases,  by  residents  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
ocnmnitted,  as  X  knov  of  no  law  of  the  XTnited 
States  providing  for  such  cases,  they  were  com- 
mon law  or  statute  law  offences  against  those 
States,  not  cognizable  b^  the  United  States 
bibunal.  In  a  case  where  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama secures  a  speedy  trial  by  jury,  and  a  cross- 
examination  of  witnesses,  would  any  person 
arrogate  to  this  Honse  the  power  to  send  its 
committee  to  make  an  ex  parte  investigation, 
to  hold  up  its  citiz^  as  malefactors,  without 
being  heard,  without  the  privilege  of  counsel, 
and  the  cross-examining  of  witnesses?  Sup- 
pose, sbr,  that,  in  obtdning  the  charter  of  a 
bank  in  a  neighboring  State,' respectable  dti- 
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zens  should  be  accused  of  frand  and  bribery, 
an  offence  that  is  punishable  by  the  common 
law  of  that  State,  does  this  Honse,  sir,  posseaa 
the  power  to  triple  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  committee  of  inqiUsitioo  into  the  halls 
of  the  State  Le^slature,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte 
testimony  as  its  basis,  and  to  hnnt  down  tUX 
that  is  respectable  and  venerable  in  the  charac- 
ter of  its  citizens,  to  condemn  them  onheard, 
without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  withering  report,  that  would  blast  them 
as  far  as  our  language  extended,  before  thej 
had  an  opportunity  of  defending  themselves  f 
If  this  power  had  been  exercised  by  the  origi- 
nal resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the  Coundl 
of  Ten  at  Venice,  or  the  Holy  In^uidtion  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  reqmem  of  pub- 
lic liberty,  and  broken  down  tiie  whole  poial 
jurisdiction  of  the  independent  States.  And  Z 
feel  peculiar  personal  consolation  in  being  the 
means  of  arresting  the  progress  of  a  measure 
so  fraught  with  disastrous  consequences.  The 
subject  was  referred  to  the  President,  who  was 
directed  to  investigate  into  the  cases  of  fraud. 
From  the  character  of  the  agent  employed  by 
the  President,  (General  Hogan,)  I  feel  confident, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  man,  that  the  duty 
has  been  faithfully  attended  to ;  and  i^  as  the 
honorable  member  suggests,  he  has  received 
the  collectorship  of  Mobile,  it  cannot  have  been 
conferred  upon  a  more  deserving  or  more  intel- 
ligent citizen,  or  one  who  has  more  gallantly 
defended  his  country  during  the  gloomiest 
period  of  the  late  war.* 

The  honoraUe  member  has  also  referred  to 
the  Secretary  cX  the  Treasury  as  being  em- 
braced in  the  general  allegation  of  corruption. 
Sir,  the  lofty  character  of  Levi  Woodbury  is 
too  well  known  to  this  House  and  to  this  na- 
tion to  require  any  comment  from  me.  Bom, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  moun- 
tains of  my  native  StatCj  his  stem  and  sterling 
virtues  had  already  earned  him  to  the  highest 
honors  of  New  Hampshire,  when,  in  the  midst 
.of  the  panic  battle,  lie  was  called  to  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the  high 
character  which  he  has  reflected  back  upon  ms 
native  land.  And  let  me  ask,  what  induc»- 
ment  to  eormption  can  there  be  on.  the  part  of 
Levi  Woodbury  I  There  has  been  no  spedfio 
charge  a^pdnst  bim ;  not  a  whisper  of  pr^n^ce 
tliat  be  has  done  any  thing  to  forfait  ms  exalted 
character.  He  is  affluent  in  his  personal  situa- 
tion,  with  every  thing  to  make  nim  happy  in 
domestic  life ;  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the 
most  stern  and  unbending  integrity  are  inter- 
woven with  his  nature.  The  only  allegation 
insinuated  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exercise 
of  his  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this 
House,  he  is  compelled  to  transact  official  bad- 
ness with  the  agent  of  the  deposit  banks.  That 
agent  is  no  c^cer  of  this  Government ;  we 


*  Oenenl  HoKanaomdwlUtmatdlBtinetlMiIiitlMrtiff 
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hs70  DO  eonstitntional  power  over  hiin.  He 
bas  been  assailed  hj  the  severest  epithets  of 
party.  Ho  has  been  employed  by  the  deposit 
banks,  many  of  them  in  opposition  to  the  ad- 
ndniatration,  to  attend  to  uieir  bnsiness  vith 
tba  Trourary.  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  leam 
any  roedflo  ohargea  mfh  which  he  Is  accosed. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  tiiat  Hie  President,  when 
be  gave  him  the  character  which  the  honorable 
member  states  that  he  did  at  Jonesboron^h, 
came  to  the  honest  and  oonsoientiot:^  conviction 
that  mdi  a  torrent  of  anathemas  from  the  op- 
position in  this  Honse,  assailing  the  character 
of  this  man  for  more  than  four  years,  wonld 
have  annihilated  him,  had  not  his  repntation 
been  founded  npon  the  rock  of  integrity.  High- 
eoonding  epithets  and  bold  denunciations  can- 
notf  thank  God,  blast  the  character  of  any 
AmCTican  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompaniM 
with  specifio  auctions  and  speclBo  prooft. 
On  the  contrary,  tb^  raise  in  tbe  generous 
minds  of  the  American  peq>le  that  splnt  of 
sympathy  for  nnmerited  persecution,  which  Is 
■ore  to  protect  its  intended  victim,  and  roll 
beck  the  current  npon  the  author. 

I  feel,  dr,  that  I  should  have  but  miworthily 
discharged  my  duty  as  a  Kepresentative  of 
Lonisiana,  had  I  not  raised  my  voice  in  opposi- 
tion to  tlus  resolution.  Whatever  may  be  the 
personal  or  politioal  predilections  of  my  con- 
Etitaents,  gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefits  he  has  conferred  npon  ^e 
citizens  of  our  State,  is  an  almost  pervading 
sentiment.  It  is,  like  the  vestal  flame,  guarded 
with  intense  care,  and  futhfiilly  transmitted 
fivmi  one  generation  to  another  As  the  8th  of 
JannaTj  revolves  its  annual  rounds,  so  oftra 
doea  the  hoaiT  veteran  who  shared  intiie  mem- 
orable campaign  nwdr  to  the  grass-grown  hil- 
lock which  muks-the  batUe  field,  and  recite  the 
eventfbl  story  to  his  children.  Often  are 
time  and  space  annihilated,  and  the  years  of  his 
pilgrimage  recalled  to  the  desperate  conflict; 
and  in  those  rural  fites,  which  none  know 
better  how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty 
than  the  gallant  Frank  of  our  sunny  clime,  the 
revered  name  of  Andrew  Jackson  is  never  for- 
gotten, and  the  choicest  of  Heaven's  blessings 
are  invoked  npon  the  patriot's  head. 

Kr.  A.  Manx  said  that,  of  all  the  debates  to 
wbich  he  had  ever  listened,  this  was  the  most 
useless.  The  cry  of  corroption  had  been  r^sed 
agunst  the  heads  of  these  departments  for  two 
or  three  years,  without  there  ever  having  been 
any  specific  cmrge  of  corruption  or  malead- 
nunistration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well 
pleased  to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  face 
with  the  accused.  If  there  was  corruption 
anywhere,  let  it  come  out.  But  these  general 
charges  were  made  to  extend  to  every  nook  and 
oomer  of  our  Government,  Why  was  this? 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  rmsed,  but  why  did 
not  tiie  gentlemen  show  the  act  and  point  to 
the  man  who  was  guilty  of  it?  Who  was  he 
in  whom  corruption  had  been  found  ?  ■  He,  Mr. 
JC,  wonld  assert,  on  behalf  of  the  executive 


pS.  or  R. 

departments  of  this  administration,  that  their 
officers  courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous 
that  your  committees  should  be  sent  amongst 
them.  He  was  in  favor  of  investigation,  but 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Viiginia 
contained  merely  general  charges  of  corruption. 
He  was  in  favor  of  ICr.  FsutOB*!  amendment, 
and  wonld  give  power  to  a  committee  to  inve*' 
ti^te  any  specido  charge  which  any  member 
niight  make  on  this  fioor,  or  which  any  indi- 
vidual of  a  respectable  character  might  make 
elsewhere.  Bnt  let  the  investigation  of  the 
committee  be  confined  to  the  particular  charge 
which  might  be  made.  If  there  was  corrup- 
tion, let  it  be  made  known, ;  if  not,  let  not 
gentlemen  be  convicted  npon  mere  general 
charges,  having  no  proof  to  sust^  them. 
In  reply  to  a  question  from  Kr.  Undebwood, 
Ur.  MAinr  explained,  that  he  did  not  say  that 
be  should  vote  against  the  original  resolution, 
if  the  amendment  be  not  adopted,  hut  that  he 
preferred  tiie  latter. 

Mr.  TTiTDKitwooD  said,  the  true  question  is, 
whether  we  have  a  right  to  make  the  examlnap* 
tioQ  before  charging  any  offence ;  or  must  we 
specify  ofl^ences  at  random,  and  then  call  fbr  a 
committee  to  ascertidn  their  truth  ?  If  it  was 
a  mere  copartnership  between  the  heads  of  the 
departments  and  the  representatives  the  peo- 
ple, we  should  have  the  light  to  inspect  their 
books  and  papers ;  and  a  refosal  on  their  part 
to  let  us  do  it  would  be^ust  oanse  for  dissolving 
the  concern.  But,  ar,  it  is  not  a  copartnership 
in  political  trade,  where  each  member  of  the 
firm  shares  the  profits  according  to  the  capital 
of  intrigue  and  management  he  contiibutes. 
Bnidi  a  doctrine  la  omy  cnirent  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  "to  the  Tiotmra  belong  the 
spoils."  The  people  of  this  n^on,  in  whose 
place  we  stantL  do  not  admit  the  existence  of 
an^  partnership  with  their  rulers.  It  Is  no 
joint-stock  company.  Those  who  role  In  the 
executive  departments  are  the  mere  agents  of 
the  people,  the  trustees  for  th«nr  use ;  and  we, 
temporarily  clothed  with  the  power  of  the 
people,  as  their  representatives,  have  the  same 
right  to  caU  upon  those  agents  and  trustees  to 
exhibit  all  their  books,  records,  and  accounts, 
touching  the  affairs  of  the  Government,  that 
the  merchant  has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the 
landlord  upon  his  steward.  Sir,  this  right  la 
the  tme  basis  of  American  liber^;  it  is  tho 
essence  of  responiribllity ;  and  if  it  be  not  prac- 
tically ezerdsed,  the  people  can  never  settle 
their  accounts,  or  know  bow  they  stand  witih 
th^  rolers;  and  when  the  gentleman  from 
Louidana  (Mr.  RrPLST)  seemed  to  deny  the 
very  existence  of  such  a  right,  I  felt  that  he 
was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinions  more 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmosphere  of 
Europe  than  the  republican  expanse  which  en- 
circles the  States  of  this  Union.  If  there  is  no 
such  right,  liberty  is  dead,  and  despotian 
reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abstract  right  has  not  been  posi- 
tively denied,  althon^  it  has  been  treated  as 
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if  it  did  not  exist ;  and  the  manner  proposed 
for  its  exercise,  by  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Idand,  rather  implies  a 
want  of  right  or  aathority  to  send  ont  a  com- 
mittee to  make  a  gener^  examination.  The 
gentieman  from  Rhode  Island  is  an  astnte  law- 
yer ;  and,  if  he  will  reflect  a  moment,  he  most 
be  sensible  that  the  coarse  indicated  by  his 
ameodment  is  a  departure  from  the  nettled 
practice  in  conrts  of  justice,  designed  to  bring 
the  yiolatan  of  the  penal  code  to  punishment 
By  ihdr  praotioe,  the  grand  jury  is  first  em- 
panelled and  sworn  to  inqture ;  and,  enr,  the 
grand  jory  is  nnrestricted  m  its  inqijiries.  It 
£&8  no  limits,  bat  may  take  a  raiwe  of  investi- 
ioa  ooextendve  with  the  peiuu  laws  of  the 
d.  The  grand  Jnry  indicts  and  presents,  and 
^vee  shape  and  form  to  the  charge.  After  the 
grand  jnry  has  specified  the  time,  place,  circum- 
stances, and  manner  of  the  crime,  then  comes 
1^6  wntTV,  and  the  accused  Is  put  upon  his 
Mai.  Tho  gentleman's  amendment  rererses 
tlte  order  of  things.  He  would  have  the  pros- 
ecutor to  state  the  charge  by  guessing,  and 
without  the  ezan^ation  of  any  witness  before 
the  grand  jury,  or  a  court  of  inquiry,  and  then 
he  wonld  forthwith  enter  upon  the  tmL  Only 
indulge  the  gentleman  In  soch  a  course—* 
course  whi<^  subTerte  the  settled  wisdom  of 
ib»  country,  growing  out  of  tiie  experience  of 
ages-Hmd  I  will  venture  to  say  Giet  no  culprit 
ever  could  be  convicted,  with  the  gentleman's 
talents  employed  in  the  defence.  This  House 
is  the  grand  inquest  of  this  nation,  and  I,  for 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  consent  to  trammel 
its  investigations  by  adopting  a  limited  rule, 
such  as  the  amendment  proposes. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Ripls^ 
seems  to  consider  the  ori^nal  resolution,  which 
oontemplates  an  examination  of  the  depart* 
ments  in  all  their  ramificatiou&as  an  insmua- 
tinn  against  the  integrity  of  the  Fre^dent  Be 
QSi.  B.)  will  not  look  into  tiie  oonditioii  of  the 
departments,  because  the  President  has  certified 
that  all  is  weU ;  and  to  look  for  himself  and 
his  constituents  after  that,  would  be  to  suspect 
the  troth  and  honesty  of  the  Prendent 

I  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sent^ents 
avowed  on  this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opin- 
ion, exotic,  plants  which  should  never  be  per- 
mitted to  take  root  in  American  soiL  It  is  the 
doctrine  of  passive  obedience,  of  quiet  acqai- 
escence  in  the  will  of  a  master.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman forgets  that  eternal  vigilance  is  the 
condition  upon  which  public  liberty  depends. 
We  shonld  receive  nothing  without  examina- 
tion, without  sifting  it  thoroughly,  and  ascer- 
taimng  for  ourselves  Hod  our  constitaenta  all  its 
propoties  and  qualities.  If  we  are  to  take 
things  on  trust,  our  presence  here  mi^t  as 
well  be  dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  sur- 
render at  once  all  the  powers  of  government 
into  the  hands  of  a  trutoful  and  honest  Presi- 
dent. Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  truth 
or  bon«»ty  of  the  President  I  shall  neither 
oonoedo  nor  deny  him  these  qoalitiea  upon  this 
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occasion.  By  his  "  fruits  "  I  know  him.  But 
as  he  is  soon  to  retire  from  his  station,  and  ag 
it  does  not  afibct  the  principles  for  which  I  am 
contending,  whether  he  is  trathful  and  hcHiest 
or  otherwise,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inqnire  into 
such  personal  qualities.  But  suppose  it  vera 
conceded  that  his  character  for  truth  and  hon- 
esty stands  as  high  as  his  warmest  admiren 
would  j>lace  it,  are  we  to  abstain  from  aii  ei- 
amination  into  the  conduct  of  our  publio  fimo- 
tknutrles,  and  the  dtnation  of  mar  officea^ 
merely  because  the  Frwdent  is  of  winion  tLer 
have  done  their  duty  I  The  President's  certt< 
ficate  in  their  behalf  is  nothing  more  than  his 
opinion;  he  does  not  inform  us  that  he  has 
mode  a  minute  and  personal  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  departmente,  and  that  lui 
opinion  Is  the  result  of  such  examiuation. 
know  that  the  President's  official  duties  hiTe 
required  a  great  deal  of  his  time.  Bis  absence 
last  summer,  and  his  recent  illness,  couiected 
with  his  official  engagements,  have  allowed  him 
very  little  time  to  devote  to  the  examinatioa 
of  tlie  departments ;  and  henoe,  ur,  this  fiottn 
and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  different  opin- 
ion in  reheard  to  the  heads  of  tiie  departments 
and  their  conduct  from  that  expressed  \tj  tbo 
President ;  and  all  tiiis  may  he  done  ^thont 
assaulting  his  personal  character. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Ur. 
Psabob)  seemed  to  oppose  the  proposed  iures- 
tigation  because  he  ^tprehended  there  was  a 
lurking  purpose  to  depreciate,  if  not  slander, 
the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head  d 
the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  eena* 
bU),  with  that  gentleman,  of  the  value  to  this 
nation  of  the  reputation  of  oar  public  men,  and 
I  have  had  cause  to  regret  the  unmerited  re- 
proaches and  vile  calumnies  which  are  oftea 
cast  upon  them  by  a  corrupt  partisan  press; 
but  I  cannot  poveive  any  good  reason  n>r<^ 
pomi^  the  oi^al  resolution,  lest  the  charao' 
ters  of  those  high  In  office  mkrht  snffiBr  l^ite 
adoption.  We  must  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  committee  will  report  notiiing  but  fiurtsL  S 
the  facts  are  of  such  a  nature  as  to  produce  cen- 
sure, degradation  of  character,  and  erpnlaoa 
from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  creditable  to 
the  nation  and  its  institutions  to  erooae  the 
base  motives  and  bad  acts  of  exalted  function- 
aries, than  to  leave  them  unmolested  in  their 
hi^  places,  presenting  a  &ir  exterior  to  daps 
the  world^  while  all  is  disgusting  filth  snd  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminutuii 
of  national  character  whenever  any  of  oiff 
high  officers  are  ^own  to  be  unworthy  of 
their  stations;  but  we  had  better  losein  tlus 
respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  the  saico 
of  appearanees.  By  detecting,  exposing,  uid 
punishing,  political  taiminals,  those  vho  offoiui 
against  tiie  statutes  and  principles  of  libeit^ 
there  is  a  national  gain  of  reputation,  wnion 
more  than  counterbalances  the  loss  I  have 
mentioned.  The  gain,  consists  in  the  manito- 
tati<m  of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  p<^tical 
sentiment  which  will  not  allow  ofi^oers  to 
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wcape  with  impanity ;  aad  Um  ■wnranoe  we 
find  in  the  stem  political  virtoe  whleh  oou- 
demOB  Um  official  knave,  that  cor  free  inetita- 
tkna  ore  destined  to  last  foreTer.  Kov,  rir, 
let  us  test  tfaoee  prindples  of  Ion  and  ^lain,  by 
{DstitoUng  the  nlleet  and  moet  nnUmited  in- 
quiry ;  and  if  the  result  is,  as  some  predict, 
U)Bt  the  ohameters  of  onr  cabinet  miDlsters 
Till  slune  tiie  brighter  from  having  passed  the 
ordeal,  the  nation  will  gain  mach  bj  the  cou- 
TicUon  that  existing  suspicions  are  not  well 
founded,  and  by  the  increase  <tf  the  rq>atalions 
<tf  those  high  ftinctionuries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  original  resolntion 
poposes  a  new  thing,  for  whioh  there  is  no 
{veeedait  in  the  histwy  of  tUs  Qovemment 
Grant  it,  and  what  of  that  ?  Is  not  the  Presi- 
dent's laodotory  certificate  in  behalf  of  all  the 
ezecntive  departments  and  their  officera  a  new 
thing  in  the  history  of  this  Government  ? 
"What  former  President  ever  did  the  like?  If 
the  President  introduces  a  new  practice,  may 
wo  not  meet  it  by  an  appropriate  novelty  t  a 
the  original  resolution  is  amended,  it  should  be 
done  by  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
separate  committee  to  examine  each  depart- 
ment One  committee,  I  fear,  cannot  go 
through  the  whole.  If  such  a  practice  had 
prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  have  done, 
mm  the  commencement  of  the  Govenuneut, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  many  things  which  have 
be»  improperly  done  woold  not  have  taken 
place.  Early  InnHraationsj  Mr.  Speaker,  are 
never  fi»rgott«L  ilie  first  lesson  tanght  me, 
as  a  member  of  the  Eentooky  Le^atore, 
many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing annually  a  committee  to  examine  each 
draartment  of  the  Government  of  that  State, 
and  to  report  npon  its  condition.  The  offices 
of  onr  State — ^Auditor,  Xreasnrer,  Begister, 
&0. — are  annoaUy  examined  by  a  separate  com- 
mittee, and  reported  on.  We  do  not  take  the 
Governor's  word  that  all  things  are  going  on 
well ;  but  the  representatives  of  the  pwple  in- 
Testigata  for  themselves  and  their  constituents ; 
and  the  same  practice  should  prevail  in  this 
Gowmnent,  henceforth  and  forever. 

11;  Hr.  Speaker,  I  have  satisfied  the  House 
tliat  we  possess  the  power  to  maba  a  general 
examination  into  the  condition  of  the  depart- 
ments, without  stating  beforehand  any  specific 
abuse  or  malfeasance  as  the  object  of  inquhy ; 
if  such  power  necessarily  results  fi*om  the  legis- 
lative powers  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution, 
and  from  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there 
is  nothing  left  to  be  considered  but  the  propri- 
e^  of  exercising  the  power  at  thb  time.  It  is 
nqdiing  more  nor  less  than  an  exercise  of  the 
ri^t  to  examine  a  department  when  this  House 
calls  for  a  report  We  have  as  much  right  to 
qipoint  a  committee  to  ascertiun  a  fiut  by  in- 
specting the  records  of  a  deputment,  as  to  re- 
qidre  the  head  <^  the  same  d^Mrtanent,  or  the 
ehief  <^  any  bnrean,  to  rep<Hl  as  to  the  partic- 
ular &ct,  upon  his  inspection.  Simpose  a  ques- 
tion shonla  arise  whether  the  fact  is  tmlj 
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reported,  how  can  ^oa  decide  unless  you  haTS 
the  power  to  exanuue?  I  dismiss  the  argu- 
ment in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  general  exami- 
nation, and  will  proceed  to  show  the  propriety 
of  its  exercise, 

Will  it  interest  the  ]^ple  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  know 
whether  there  are  corrupt  combinations  exist- 
ing among  the  officers  of  this  Government,  to 
aid  and  assist  each  other  in  procuring  and  re- 
taining for  themselves  and  their  relatives  offices 
and  the  emolaments  thereof?  Is  it  advisable 
to  asoert^,  in  this  the  freest  Government  on 
earth,  how  far  the  spirit  of  despotism  can  or 
has  obtained  power  to  proscribe  and  punish 
tiiose  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of 
policy,  and  their  opinicms  in  r^;ard  to  men? 
will  it  have  a  salutary  influence  among  the 
lovws  of  Justice  and  votaries  of  freedom,  to 
expose  the  wicked  schemes  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment, which  sometimes  corrupt  the  wholesome 
administraticm  of  the  laws,  bud  infuse  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  legislation  of  a  country!  If 
these  questions  are  affirmatively  answered,  then, 
sItj  we  ought  now  to  raise  a  committee  and  re- 
qmre  an  examination  acoording  to  the  ori^nal 
resolution.  Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  their  investigation,  facts  to  alarm  the 
nation,  or  to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to 
greatness  in  popnlation,  in  wealth,  in  resources, 
need  not  be  anticipated.  The  committee  would 
certainly  find  fiwts  ot  the  one  kind  or  tiie  otlier ; 
and  the  investigation  would  necessarily  result 
in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our 
destruction,  or  in  confirming  our  hopes  of  the 
durability  of  our  institutions.  Either  result  is 
dedrable,  and  hence  we  should  not  hentate  to 
adopt  the  ori^nal  resolution. 


ToBSDAT,  December  22. 
Memage  from  tM  President — Texas  Independ- 

The  Avowing  Kessace  was  received  from  tiie 
President  of  the  United  States : 

To  th«  ffouu  of  ReprmniaUvet  U,  8. : 

During  the  iMt  session,  Information  was  ^ven 
to  Congress,  b/ihe  ExecuUve,  that  measures  had 
been  taken  to  ascertain  "  the  political,  military,  and 
civil  condition  of  Texus."  I  now  submit,  for  your 
con^deratioD,  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  agent 
who  bad  been  appointed  to  collect  it,  relative  to  the 
condition  of  that  country, 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  to* 
wards  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
Texas ;  and  the  whole  subject  would  have  been  left 
without  Airther  remark,  on  the  informattoa  now 
given  to  Congress,  were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses, 
at  their  hut  session,  acting  Separately,  passed  reso< 
lutions  "that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to 
be  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  whenever 
satiB&ctory  infimnatton  ahonld  be  reoeWed  that  it 
bad  in  successful  operation  a  dvfl  Government, 
capable  of  pferfbrmii^  the  duties  and  fidflUlng  the 
obligations  cS  an  independent  power.**   Tlds  naric 
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of  interest  In  the  question  of  the  Indepradenee  of 
Texas,  and  in^tion  of  the  views  of  Congress,  make 
it  proper  that  1  should,  somewhat  in  debut,  present 
tlM  oonnderationa  ttiatluiTe  governed  the  ExeotitiTe 
in  continnicg  to  occnp;  the  groand  previoualy  taken 
in  the  contest  between  Uezlco  and  Texas. 

inie  adcnowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  inde- 
pendent, and  entitled  to  a  pUee  in  tite  Amily  of  na- 
tions, Is  at  ail  times  an  act  of  sreat  delieacy  and 
responsibility ;  but  more  especiall;  so  when  such 
State  has  forcibly  separated  itself  from  another,  of 
which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and  which 
stQl  claims  domioion  over  it.  A  prematmre  recogni- 
tion, under  them  circumstances,  if  not  looked  npoa 
as  juEttifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always  liable  to  be  re- 
Mrded  as  a  |»oof  of  an  nnfriendly  spirit  to  one  of 
uw  contending  parties.  All  qDeetio&s  relative  to 
the  goremment  of  fordgn  nanons,  whether  of  the 
old  or  new  world,  have  been  treated  by  the  United 
States  as  questions  of  fact  only ;  and  our  predeces- 
sors have  cautiously  abstained  from  deciding  upon 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  pos- 
session, to  enable  them  not  only  to  dedde  correctly, 
but  to  shidd  thdr  decisions  mm  eveiT  nnworthj 
Imputation.  In  all  the  contests  that  have  arisen 
out  of  the  revolutions  of  France,  ontof  the  disputes 
relating  to  the  crowns  of  Fortunl  and  ^wln,  out 
of  the  revolutionary  movements  in  those  Idngdoms, 
out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  possessions 
of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  and  out 
of  the  nmnerons  and  constanthf  occurring  struggles 
lor  dominion  in  Spanish  Araenca,  so  wiaely  oonust- 
ent  with  onr  Jost  principles  has  Iwen  the  aetion  of 
our  Government,  that  we  have,  under  the  most  crit- 
ical droumstancea,  avoided  all  censure,  and  en- 
countered no  other  evil  than  that  produced  by  a 
transient  estrangement  of  good  will  In  those  against 
whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  com- 
piled to  dedde. 

It  has  thns  been  made  known  to  the  woild  that 
the  \ndfonn  p^icy  and  practice  of  the  United  States 
Is,  to  avoid  all  interference  in  disputes  which  mere- 
ly relate  to  the  internal  government  of  other  nations, 
and  eventually  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the 
pevuling  party,  without  reference  to  our  particular 
tDterests  and  views,  or  to  the  merits  of  the  original 
eontroveray.  Public  oi4nion  here  is  so  firmly  estab- 
fished  and  so  well  undrastood  In  fovor  of  this  policy, 
that  no  sertons  diMgteement  has  ever  arisen  among 
ontseives  In  relation  to  it,  although  brought  under 
review  in  a  variety  of  forma,  and  at  periods  when 
the  minds  of  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
a^tation  of  tofucs  purely  domestic  in  tiieb-  oliar- 
acter.  Kor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been 
instituted  in  Congress,  or  In  any  of  our  legislative 
bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power  of  ori^oial* 
ly  rcconiidog  a  new  State — a  power  the  exndse 
of  whid)  is  equivalent,  under  some  circumstances, 
to  a  declaration  of  war^-a  power  nowhere  express- 
ly delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the  constitution, 
as  it  is  necessarily  involved  in  some  of  tbe  great 
powers  given  to  Congress;  in  that  0ven  to  tbe 
fMMdent  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with  foreign 
powers,  and  to  appdnt  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lio  ministers ;  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  Pres- 
ident to  receive  ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  tbe  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  is  distinctly  intimated  that 
the  expe^ency  of  recognise  the  independence  of 
Texu  should  be  left  to  the  oedsion  of  Conness. 
In  tUs  view,  on  tbe  ground  of  expediency,  I  am 
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dtspoeed  to  concur ;  and  do  not,  tlwrefiin,  ooasMer 
it  necessary  to  express  any  oidnion  as  to  the  stifet 

constitutional  right  of  tiie  Exeontive,  either  apart 
from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  over  tlis 
subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  flitara 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  has  heretofore 
occurred,  between  the  Executive  and  Le^slatarSb 
intheexerdseofthepowerofreoosnmcm.  Itiril 
always  t>e  considered  condstent  with  the  spirit  cf 
the  constitution,  and  most  safe,  tbat  It  should  be 
exercised,  when  probably  leading  to  war,  with  a 
previous  understandine  with  that  body  by  whom 
war  can  alone  be  declared,  and  by  whom  all  the 

frovisions  for  sustaining  its  perils  must  be  fumislted. 
ta  submission  to  Congress,  which  represents  in  one 
of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  tha 
other  tlie  peoide  of  the  United  States,  where  ttsn 
may  be  reasonable  ground  to  annrehend  so  grave  a 
oonscquenoCf  would  certainly  afford  the  fullest  aat> 
isfaction  to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  goar- 
aotee  to  all  other  nations,  of  tbe  justice  and  pco- 
dence  of  the  measures  which  might  1m  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  po^ 
pose  to  relieve  myself  nfom  the  reqmndtrility  of  cx^ 
pressing  my  own  opinions  of  tbe  course  tiie  inter- 
ests of  our  country  prescribe,  and  its  honor  permits 
us  to  foDow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  Imaged  that  a  question  of 
this  character  could  be  presented.  In  relation  to 
which  it  would  be  more  difficult  fbr  the  United 
States  to  avoid  exdting  tbesaqddtn  andjesloncf 
of  other  powers,  and  maintain  their  ertsbBshed 
character  for  feir  and  impartial  dealing.  Bat  on 
this,  as  on  every  trybg  occadon,  safe^  is  to  b« 
found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  jninciple. 

In  the  contest  between  Spun  and  her  revolted 
colMues  we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  nntS 
tbe  alnlity  of  the  new  States  to  protect  themadves 
was  fiilly  est^lished,  but  until  the  danger  of  tlidr 
bdng  agdn  sobiaKated  bad  entirdy  passed  awi^. 
Tben,  and  not  tm  tben,  were  they  rect^piised.  Sodi 
was  our  course  In  regard  to  Mexico  herself.  The 
same  policy  was  observed  in  all  tbe  di^mtcs  grow- 
ing out  of  the  separation  into  distinct  Governments 
of  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or 
carried  on  the  contest  with  tbe  parent  coob^,  ani* 
ted  under  one  form  of  govMiunait,  We  wnwiri^ 
ednd  tbe  separate  independenee  of  Kew  Granada, 
of  Tenemda,  and  of  Ecuador,  only  after  their  la- 
dependent  ezistenoe  was  no  limger  a  sn^jeot  of  d»- 
pnte,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  tiiose  with 
whom  they  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true 
that,  with  regard  to  Texas,  tiie  dvil  authority  of 
Hexico  has  been  expelled,  iia  invading  army  defeat- 
ed, and  the  chief  of  tbe  republic  lilmself  captured, 
and  an  jNresent  power  to  control  the  newly  otffa^ 
ized  Government  of  Texas  anmhilated  within  its 
confines.  But,  on  the  other  band,  there  is.  In  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  {Aydw 
force  on  the  side  of  Me^co.  The  Mexican  reimWc, 
under  another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under 
a  new  leader,  and  menadng  a  fresh  Invadon  to  Re- 
cover its  lost  domiition. 

Upon  tbe  issue  of  this  threatened  iavasioii,  the 
independence  of  Texas  may  be  conddered  as  sus- 
pended; and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
relative  dtuation  of  the  United  States  and  Texas, 
our  acknowledgment  of  Its  independence  at  such  a 
crids  could  Bcucdy  be  regarded  as  condstent  wiUi 
that  vmdent  reserve  with  which  we  have  hereto- 
fore bdd  oursdves  bonnd  to  treat  all  similsr  qos^ 
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tloM.  Bat  there  are  circmnstances  in  the  reladona 
of  the  two  eountries  which  require  va  to  act,  on 
tfaie  ooceskxi,  with  even  more  than  our  wonted  can* 
tioo.  TexM  wu  once  claimed  aa  a  part  of  our 
property,  and  there  are  those  among  onr  citizens 
who,  alwajs  reluctant  to  abandon  that  claim,  can- 
not but  T^i^  with  wdidtude  the  prospect  of  the 
xeantoD  of  the  territor;  to  this  coantry.  A  Urge 
propntlon  of  its  i^villzed  inhabitants  are  emigrants 
nom  the  United  States ;  speak  the  same  language 
witb  oareelTes ;  cherish  the  same  principles,  political 
andrdlgioiu;  andareboondtomanyOTourcitizens 
hf  ties  of  Mendshlp  and  kindred  blood;  and,  more 
than  alt,  H  is  known  that  the  peoplo  of  that  coimtrr 
hftTe  fnsUtnted  the  same  form  of  gorernment  with 
oar  own;  and  hare,  since  the  close  of  your  last 
•eanon,  openly  resolred,  on  the  acknowledgment 
bj  u  of  Uteir  independence,  to  seek  admission  into 
thtt  XJnSaa  as  one  of  the  Federal  States.  This  last 
dicniiutaiKe  to  a  matter  of  peonliar  delicacy,  and 
ft>rees  upon  ns  conriderationa  of  the  gravest  char- 
acter. The  title  of  Texas  to  the  territory  she  claims 
ia  identified  with  her  indepepdence ;  she  asks  us  to 
acknowledge  that  title  to  the  teiritor^,  with  an 
arowed  deiign  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer 
to  the  United  Stafts.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a  too  eariy  movement,  as  it  might  sul:>{ect  us,  how- 
ercr  nq'iutly,  to  the  Empatation  of  seeking  to  es- 
tabtbb  the  claim  of  onr  neighbocs  to  a  territory, 
with  a  view  to  its  subseqaent  acquisition  by  our- 
aelres.  Pmdence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  sboold  still  stand  aloot^  and  maintain  our  present 
attitnde,  if  not  until  Meifco  itself,  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  powers,  shall  recognize  the  iDdepend- 
ence  of  the  nev  Goremment,  at  leaflt  nnUl  the  lapae 
of  time  or  the  course  of  eTenta  shall  hare  proTed, 
beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of 
that  country  to  mtuntain  their  separate  sovereignty, 
and  to  npbold  the  Government  constituted  by  &em. 
Neither  of  the  contending  parties  can  justly  com- 
plain of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we  are  but 
caning  out  the  long  esUUiahed  poBey  of  our  Oor- 
enmeDt— «  policy  which  has  secured  to  us  respect 
and  Influence  abroad,  and  Insphred  confidence  at 
home. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting 
with  nmpUeity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after 
■raeh  r^ection,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  im- 
portant satgect,  I  have  only  to  add  the  expression 
of  my  confidence  that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with 
me  upm  it,  their  jadpnent  tUI  be  the  remit  of 
dbpaariooate,  prudent,  and  wise  deliben^on;  with 
the  asBoraoce  that,  daring  the  Aori  tinw  I  shall 
contiooe  connected  with  the  Ooremment,  I  Aall 
promptly  and  oonUally  unite  vrith  yon  in  such  meas- 
ar«s  as  may  be  deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the 
prosperity  uid  perpetuate  the  peace  of  our  iavored 
cnmitiy, 

AKBBEW  JACKSON. 
Wimaaion,  December  21,  1886. 

The  re«diiig  of  the  Message  httring  been  oon- 
elnded. 

Hr.  ITovr&BD  moved  that  the  same,  Tith  the 
aooompanying  docQmeots,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  ASMrs,  and  that  Ihey 
be  piilnted  ;•  which  motion  prevuled. 

Mr.  Bbioob  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies 
of  the  Uesaage  and  doooments  be  printed. 

3b*  P.  J.  PuscB  moved  20,000. 


[H.  or  B. 

The  question  was  then  talcen  on  the  motion 
to  print  20,000  extra  copies,  whidi  was  agreed 
to. 


Ho^AT,  December  26. 

William  0.  Dawson,  elected  from  Georgia, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  oocadoned  by  the  decease 
of  General  Coma^  ^ipeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Geological  Reeonnomanee. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Hen- 
DEBSON  on  the  20th  instant^  was  then  taken  up: 

Resolved,  That  6,000  co^des  of  the  Senate  docu- 
ment Xo.  333,  entitled  "  Report  of  a  Geolo^cal  Re- 
connoissance  made  in  1836,  from  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, by  the  way  of  Green  Bay  ahd  the  Wisconsin 
Territory,  to  the  Cotean  De  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Fea- 
therstonbangh.  United  States  geol^tst,"  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  monbers  of  uds  &nm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  reaolotion  was 
modified  by  the  addition  of  the  followiDg  words: 

nnder  the  direction  of  Mr.  Featherstonhao^" 

Mr.  Pakkbb  objected  to  the  lesoloticn),  nuess 
some  gentleman  woold  give  good  reastms  for 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  G.  Lex  sfud  he  had  voted  uniformly  for 
motions  to  print  the  public  doonmenta;  the 
people  were  entitled  to  the  knowledge  of  && 
the  proceedings  of  the  Government ;  they  desire 
this  knowledge,  and  he  bad  seen  no  dooament 
wMcb  was  not  proper  and  nsefol  for  the  people 
to  read  and  discuss. 

The  coitleman  from  New  Jersey  asks  who 
wants  uie  docnment— who  will  rrad  tt?  and 
expresses  an  opinion  that  not  one  in  one  hun- 
dred thoQsand  will  read  it.  I  will  inform  the 
gentleman  that  several  scientific  gentlemen 
nave  written  to  me  for  copies.  I  have  this  day 
applied  at  the  docnment  office  for  them,  and 
am  informed  that  not  a  single  copy  remains. 
The  snbject  of  the  geology  of  our  country  is  an 
interesting  subject  to  all  classes,  and  especially 
the  geology  of  our  wide  spread,  hitherto  unex- 
plored r^ons ;  and  I  beheve  the  very  reverse 
of  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey womd  be  nearer  ^e  truth.  X  believe  that 
not  one  in  one  hundred  thousand  of  the  reading 
oommnnity  would  tial  to  read  it,  if  they  had  the 
docnment ;  and  I  believe,  moreover,  that  the 
printing  and  the  ^stribntion  by  Congress  is  the 
most  convenient  and  die  cheapest  mode  of  ^a- 
seminating  informatitni  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  Bell  wished  to  know  if  this  work  had 
been  examined  by  any  one  competent  to  judge 
of  its  merits ;  for  they  had  often  ordered  books 
to  be  printed  which  tnmed  out  to  be  worthless. 
He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  HsNDBBaoN  accepted  this  as  a  modifica- 
taon ;  and,  so  modified,  tbe  resolntion  was  agreed 
to. 


PKBATE8  OP  CONQBKaS. 

Ceoftyfarf  BBeomeimmee. 
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T11B8DAT,  December  27. 
Michigan.  ■ 
The  foUowiog  Messaf^  was  received  from 
the  ^^ident  of  the  United  States : 

To  the  Senate  and  Houat  of  £epraeniative»  i^th» 
United  State*  of  America : 

By  the  second  ecctioD  of  the  act  *'  to  establish 
the  DOrthem  boundary  lino  of  tbo  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  adroisaon  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  there- 
io  expressed,"  approved  Jane  16th,  1836,  the  eon- 
stitutiOD  and  State  Government  vbich  the  people 
of  MicUgan  had  formed  for  themselves  was  ratified 
and  cooOTmed,  and  the  State  of  If  ichi^n  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  Tlnited  States  of  America,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  apoa  an  equal  footing  irith 
the  original  States,  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  the  said  State  should  consist  of,  and  have  juris- 
diction over,  all*  the  territory  Included  within  cer- 
tain boundaries  desi»ibed  iu  the  act,  and  over  none 
other.  It  vaa  further  enacted,  by  the  tUrd  section 
of  the  same  law,  that,  as  a  compliance  with  the 
fundamental  condition  of  admission,  the  boundaries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  as  thus  dcscril^ed,  declared, 
and  estabUsbed,  should  *'  receive  the  assent  of  a 
coavention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  glviog  toe  assent 
(herein  required ;  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should 
be  given,  the  President  of  the  United  States  should 
annoonce  the  same  by  proclamation;  and  that, 
thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceeding  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  the  State  in- 
to the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, shonid  be  considered  as  complete,  and  her  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  entitled  to  take  their  seats  without 
fbrther  delay. 

In  the  month  of  November  last,  I  received  a 
commnoicatiott,  enclosing  the  official  proceedings 
of  a  convention  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  Michigan,  on  the 
26tb  of  September,  18S8,  all  which  are  herewith 
laid  twfore  you.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers, 
that  the  convention,  therein  referred  to,  was  elected 
by  the  people  of  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of 
the  State  Legislature,  passed  on  the  2Sth  of  July 
last,  in  consequence  of  the  above  mentioned  act  of 
Congress,  and  that  It  declined  giving  its  assent  to 
the  fundamental  condition  jwesoribea  by  Congress, 
uid  rejected  the  same. 

On  tiie  24th  instant,  the  aecompanying  paper, 
with  its  enclosure,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a 
convention  of  delegates  suD«equently  elected,  and 
held  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  was  presented  to  me. 
By  these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submitted 
for  your  consideration,  it  appears  that  elections 
were  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except 
two,  on  the  6th  and  6th  day  of  December,  instant, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  convention  of  dele- 

S.te8  to  give  the  assent  required  by  Congress ;  that 
e  delegates  then  elected  assembled  In  convention  ' 
on  the  14th  day  of  December,  instant ;  and  that  on 
the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  stated  was  formally 
given. 

This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected 
by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  Le- 
gislature ;  it  originated  from  the  people  tbemselvea, 
and  was  chosen  by  them  in  pursuance  of  rmlutions 
adopted  in  {Himatjr  asBemtuie^  bdd  in  the  raspec- 


XpEOBOMM,  1886L 

tive  counties.  The  act  of  Congress,  however,  doe* 
not  prescribe  by  what  anthonty  the  cooventioo 
sbaQ  t>e  ordered,  or  the  time  when  or  the  manner 
in  which  it  shall  be  chosen.  Had  these  latter  pro* 
ceedings  come  to  me  during  (he  recess  of  Congresa^ 
I  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
satisfied  that  they  emanated  from  a  c<»>vention  <x 
deteeates  elected  in  point  of  fact  by  the  pet^  of 
the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to  have  iasued 
my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by  law.  But 
as  the  autliority  conferred  on  the  Fre«dent  was 
evidently  given  to  him  under  the  expectation  that 
the  assent  of  the  convention  might  be  laid  before 
him  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  and  to  avtrid  the 
delay  of  a  postponement  until  the  meeting  of  thai 
body,  and  as  the  drcumstances  which  now  attend 
the  case  are  In  other  respects  peculiar,  and  such  as 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  when  the  act  of  June 
16,  1886,  was  passed,  I  deem  it  most  agreeable  to 
the  intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  reasons, 
that  the  whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  The  importance  of  your  ear- 
ly  action  upon  it  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

ANDREW  JACESOK. 
WAflHiNGTOif,  December,  18S6. 

The  Kessflge,  harinff  been  read,  was,  <hi  mo- 
tion of  Ur.  Obaio,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Jndi<dai7,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
docmnents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Wednbbdat,  Decraiber  28. 

Stteruiono/th*  Peiuion  Syatem. 

"iSr.  Tatix>b  submitted  the  following : 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaij 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  Uie  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  granting  half  pay  to  widows  or  orphans,  wliere 
tiieir  husbands  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July 
4, 1886,  BO  as  to  extend  the  proviuons  of  that  section 
to  an  widows  of  officers  and  stridiers  of  the  war  of  the 
Revcrfotion  whose  husbands  -wen  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion, exiK^ptiiw  oases  of  second  marriage  after  the 
tnmination  of  the  war. 

The  resolntion  was  tiien  agreed  to,  nan.  dtc 


Xhobsdat,  December  29. 

Paper  JToMy  ts.  the  OmUUutional  Cumney, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideratin  of 
the  following  memorial,  presented  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  Md  on  the  table,  and 
again  brought  to  the  attenUon  of  the  Uonse 
yesterday  by  Mr.  GALSBAirn : 

To  the  honorahlt  the  Senate  and  Sbu»e  of  Reme- 
teniotiveeofths  United StateM  ofAmerieain  cW 
gre9$  emmhUd: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  dtizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  respectfully  represents :  That  we,  in 
common  with  a  huge  portion  of  our  fellow-dtixens, 
have,  for  some  timo  past,  viewed  with  some  degree 


Paper  MoMg  vfl.  Its  GtoMtiMwaat  CWrMcy. 
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JSx$aaut  AthuHblrafyn—MK  Wtm't  SetebOhm. 


[H.  or  H. 


of  alum  the  rapid  encroachments  of  Incorporated 
companies  upon  the  liberties  and  tights  of  Uie  peo- 
ple, puticnlariy  those  estaUished  for  the  pmpose  of 
Mnkine.  As  the  system  aow  exists  In  the  several 
States  IncorporatiDg  companies  for  that  purpose,  it 
destioTfl,  B3  we  conceive,  the  design  of  the  Gonstitu- 
tiiHi  of  the  United  States,  which  prohibits  the  States 
from  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit,  &c.  The 
notes  or  bills  a!  those  banking  companies,  incorpo- 
rated bj  the  States,  are  rapidly  taking  the  place  of 
Che  ctmstitational  curren^  of  the  country — gold  and 
aOrer— and  a  oondnned  floctaalion  and  nnoprtointy 
prodaoed  ht  the  rireolatlns  medium,  vhidi  the  coo- 
Btitntion  intended  should  be  steady  and  pennanenL 
Under  these  drcumstances,  we  b^^  leave,  respect- 
ftilly,  to  suggest  to  thS  condderation  of  Congress 
the  propriety  of  propowig  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
■tituUoD  of  the  United  States,  for  thflkd<^tion  t^the 
seTeral  States,  restricting  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
ing  companies,  and  linuting  them  In  thdr  Issues  <tf 
bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  conddered  as  asking 
for  any  powers  being  given  to  Congress  to  incorpo- 
rate companies  of  th&  description,  but  simply  the  re- 
■tarictin^  of  the  Stftte&  We  are  opposed  to  the  in- 
ereaae  of  po%er*in  the  NaUonal  Qorerament,  or  a 
otHisolidated  <3ovenmient ;  but  if  the  system  before 
mentioocd  be  permitted  to  progress  as  It  has  for  the 
Jaat  Aw  wan,  %e  siiprdiend  the  OMseqaencea  to  the 
oanmimUy  maj  be  serious,  and  dangerona  to  the 
atebHity  of  our  republican  institutions. 

Tour  metfiorialists  b^  leave  further  to  represent, 
Aat  they  have  ufldenitood  that  the  new  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  chartered  by  the  L^islatnre  of  Fenn- 
Byivania,  is  now  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  (dd  Bank 
oflbe  United  States,  fat  wUdi  the  Uidted  States  was 
a  stodcbolder  to  the  amount  of  one-fifth  of  the  stock ; 
thus  onwarrantahly  and  fmndolently,  as  we  believe, 
InTfllving  the  fiuth  and  credit  of  the  United  States, 
bringing  this  State  Into  collision  with  tiie  other  sis- 
ters of  (he  confederacy,  and  calculated  to  produce 
COnfhaon  and  disorder  in  the  circulating  medium  of 
the  country.  Tour  memorialists,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  sut^ect  to  in- 
qnire  whether  the  fact  be  as  has  been  repented ;  and 
If  so,  If  there  are  any  means  in  the  power  of  Con* 
gress,  to  prevrat  sodi  gross  and  improper  practieea 
upon  the  Government  .  And  your  memorialists,  as 
In  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  kc. 

George  Eribbe.  William  Parker. 

William  H.  Walker.        Geo.  R.  tepy. 

John  Hamo,  Jr.  Wm,  U  80^. 

DaiJd  Blown.  A.  Flumer. 

A.  Webber.  Cbas.  W.  Ksc^y. 
James  Adams.  James  Tmoear. 
Jacob  Pnbbe,  jr.            John  Rynd. 
Jonathan  Ayres.  Wm.  NieU. 
J<du  Sngleton.  John  Martin. 

B.  A.  Flmner.  Thoa.  &  VcDoweD. 
James  Adama.               Bobot  J.  NdU. 
James  R.  Snowden.         John  Neilh 
James  Thompson.   .       Harrison  WHkina. 
Samuel  C.  Small.            George  Sutley. 

This  memorial  Hr.  Galbbaith  having  moved 
to  refer  to  a  select  committee,  and  the  question 
npon  that  disposition  of  it  having  been  stated 
mm  the  Chatr,  a  debate  arose,  in  which  Messrs. 
GALBBArm,  LciooLS,  Habpes,  I>s!n!TT,  Chau- 
BBBB,  Ya^ebpobi,  and  EvEBETT  took  part; 
irhen  Mr.  OAi3KArm's  motion  was  adopted  ana 
a  committee  of  nine  appointed. 


[The  committee  was  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: Messrs,  Gaubbaith,  of  Pennsylvania; 
Speight,  of  North  Carolina;  Etbbett,  of  Ver- 
mont ;  Mason,  of  Miune ;  LmooLN,  of  Massa- 
cbnsetts  ■  Mann,  of  New  York ;  Jbnifeb,  of 
Maryland ;  Houet,  of  Geoi^ia;  and  Obaiq,  of 
Vii^nia.] 


TnuBSDAT,  Jannar?  6, 1887. 

SteeuUM  Adminutratum—Mr.  Fw'i  Setolu^ 

titm. 

The  Honse  restmied  the  consideration  of  the 
resolation  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wise,  toge- 
ther with  the  pending  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J. 
Peaboe,  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  inquire  into  the  adndnisbfr- 
tion  of  the  executive  departments. 

Mr.  Hanneqan  said :  I  shall  vote  for  the  res- 
olution as  proposed  hj  my  firiend  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  WISE.)  The  Tote,  however,  will  not 
be  given  for  the  iame  reasons  assigned  a  daj  or 
two  since  hj  the  gentleman  from  South  Cnro- 
lina,  (Mr.  noEsss,)  or  for  those  riven  In  the 
main  by  the  gentleman  fh)m  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Bobebtsok.)  Bo  far  as  the  latter  gentleman's 
as^gnmcnt  was  based  npon  the  spirit  of  inqui- 
ry, or  the  right  and  power  of  this  Honse  to  in- 
vestigate folly  and  freely,  and  at  any  moment 
the  affairs  of  the  different  departments  and 
bureaus  of  the  Government,  he  concurred  with 
him  to  the  uttermost.  It  was  a  right  npon 
which  might  he  said  emphatically  to  hang  the 
purity  of  the  Government  and  the  liberties  of 
the  people ;  a  right  for  the  exercise  of  which 
he  had  ever  contended,  in  its  fullest  and  broad- 
est sense,  and  which  he  conld  not  now  surren- 
der •  a  power  wludi,  when  denied  by.the  "Bmk 
of  the  united  States,  and  Its  fHenda  on  that 
floor  and  elsewhere,  he  ahonld,  to  the  last  hour 
of  his  life,  consider  as  a  denial  of  the  essential 
lainciple  of  popular  Government 

So  ur,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  ai^^ent 
concerned  the  existence  of  corruption,  and  the 
practice  of  abases  in  the  different  departments, 
the  improper  or  unjust  exercise  of  executive  or 
other  official  influence  on  the  politics  of  the  day 
or  the  recent  elections,  and  the  necessity  of  the 
investigation  for  these  purposes,  he 


differed  with  him  in  the  widest  sense  of  the 
word. 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruptions  would,  as 
Mr.  H.  believed,  be  found  existioK  in  any  of 
the  departments ;  and  the  ftiHer  and  more  open 
the  investigation  shoold  be,  Uie  more  complete, 
in  his  opinion,  wonid  he  the  vindieaticni  of 
those  against  whom  the  charges  are  to  be  level- 
led. That  vindication  was  what  no  correct 
man  could  feel  inclined  to  deny,  if  based  npon 
justice  and  innocence.  Regarding  them  in 
that  light,  he  had  no  fears  of  the  conseqnences ; 
and  should  they  be  found  otherwise,  it  was  doe 
to  the  country,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived, 
to  the  venerable  Chief  Ma^trate,  against  whom 
he  b^ieved  no  man  had  ever  yet  directed  the 
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H.  OF  R.] 

cbarge  of  corraptioa,  dishonor,  or  dishonesty, 
that  the  gnilt  should  be  ezposea,  and  the  gailty 
brought  to  pOQiahment.  With  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  be  was  willing  to  go 
every  length  in  pursoit  of  the  peculator  and 
the  plunderer.  The  cry  that  such  were  abroad, 
that  they  were  fattening  on  the  public  crib, 
that  they  were  bidden  in  tbe  recesses  of  the 
departments,  had  been  resounding  through  the 
hall  every  day  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  last  session.  The  public  mind  was  con- 
stantly turned  by  gentlemea  here  to  this  one 
thane ;  and  it  seemed  to  bhn  hi^  time  that  all 
this  oormption,  none  of  which,  however,  he 
had  yet  heard  q>edfled,  shoiild  be  looked  uito, 
probed,  corrected. 

There  was  an  individaal,  too,  connected  with 
this  business,  whose  name,  from  its  frequent 
repetition  by  honorable  gentiemen  in  their 
places,  the  very  parrots  themselves,  had  they 
been  present,  would  have  learned  to  titter  ere 
this ;  an  individual  whom  he  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproach,  yet 
whose  name  here  was  daily  connected  with  the 
worst  practices.  This  individnal  common  jus- 
tice entitled  at  least  to  trial,  before  condemna- 
tion. Ur.  H,,  as  everybody  would  understand, 
alluded  to  Beaben  M.  Whitney,  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  charge  against  whom,  so  fiu*  as 
specifications  went,  amounted  to  the  &ot  that 
he  was  employed  as  an  agent  by  some  of  tiie 
deport  banks,  his  employment  as  an  agent  of 
the  Government  beiug  presumed  sol^  from 
the  appearance  of  his  name  affixed  to  a  sign  be- 
fore one  of  the  rooms  in  the  building  ooonpied 
by  the  Treasury  Department.  Tliis  fact  alone 
might,  with  a  jury  predetermined  to  hang  both 
him  and  Mr.  Woodbury,  be  sufficient  proof; 
but  certainly,  if  no  such  prior  determination 
existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into  proof 
positive  of  a  knowledge  on  rather  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  individual  himself  to  his  fam- 
ily^ to  the  country,  demanded  an  e^osS  of  tbe 
attitude  which  he  occupied  officiaUy  towards 
the  Government. 

Ur.  H.  stud,  tfaronghout  the  period  of  this 
sesfflon,  there  was  one  thing  he  had  observ- 
ed with  pain ;  a  oonrse  which  he  believed  had 
no  precedent  In  the  past  history  of  the  country, 
and  the  memory  of  which  he  hoped  might  be 
buried  forever  at  the  termination  of  this  Con- 
gress. He  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  determin- 
ed spirit  of  animosity,  the  same  relenUess  oppo- 
sition, which,  during  the  past  seven  years,  had 
been  exhibited  in  the  House  against  the  Pres- 
ident, continuing  to  evince  itself  up  to  the  hour 
when  be  was  retiring  finally  from  the  public 
stage.  Whatever  might  have  been  the  rancor 
of  parly,  he  believed,  from  all  the  inftmnation 
he  had,  that  the  last  sesdon  of  an  Executive  had 
hitherto  been  permitted  to  pass,  it  not  entirely 
!n  calmness  and  peace,  fbom,  at  least,  ^  tiievlr* 
nlence  and  rancor  of  cherished  hate.  He  pre- 
Bomed  not  to  be  aoonsdoicd-kfleperfor  o&era, 
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jxot  would  he  dictate  any  man's  course ;  but 
were  he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man 
who  had  so  long  occupied  a  distinguished  place 
in  the  eyes  of  his  own  country  and  the  world, 
be  could  not  find  it  in  his  heart,  at  this  period, 
to  imbitter  a  single  breath  of  his  allotted  exisri^ 
ence.  Whatever  feelings  of  hostility  he  might 
have  cherished  against  the  Executive  hims^ 
the  policy  and  propriety  of  his  administration, 
he  would  at  this  hour  stand  silentiy  by,  and 
permit  the  curtain  to  drop  quietiy  and  decently 
over  tbe  last  scene.  What,  he  asked,  was  that 
scene,  and  who  the  great  actor,  that  the  curtain 
was  about  to  fiiH  upon  f  It  was  tiie  last  retir- 
ing view  which  the  world  could  have  of  a  man 
whose  eventful  life  had  famished  a  whole,  a 
heavy  volnm^  for  the  history  of  his  country; 
of  a  man  whose  imperishable  deeds  were  to  be 
written  in  other  languages,  and  read  in  other 
tongues,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
sky  wliere  human  liberty  had  a  votary,  without 
the  heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  admiration ;  a 
man  upon  whom  his  country,  almost  with  ac- 
clamation, had  delighted  to  be^w  the  highest 
honors  of  the  State,  and  who  wore^those  honors 
as  became  them  both — his  only  aim  her  glory, 
her  prosperity,  her  happiness,  her  liberty. 

Let  the  records  of  his  renown  be  sought 
where  they  may,  whether  emanating  from  the 
closet  or  achieved  in  the  fiel^,  they  will  be 
found  alike  stomped  with  the  Impress  a 
mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  heart. 
No  matter  in  what  manner  he  may  be  talked 
of  here,  what  obloquy  may  be  cast  upon  Wa 
acts,  it  will  turn  to  nothiug  in  the  end.  Tbe 
glories  of  New  Orleans,  of  TaUadega,  of  the 
Horse-shoe,  cannot  be  stricken  from  the  annals 
of  American  history.  Posterity  will  read ;  and, 
in  aftertimes,  when  patriots  war  for  liberty, 
amid  tbe  strife,  the  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  the 
name  of  Andrew  Jackson  shall  be  the  taUa- 
man, 

"To  lUr  the  bMrti  or  nmi, 
A«  titongb  twan  tlM  iMtfltt-^nttD." 

Ldng  hence,  when  thd  rank  grass  shall  ham 
grown,  and  withered  again  and  agidn,  over  liie 
whole  "  animated  warm  motion^'  now  filling 
ihla  hall,  when  perh^  none  will  be  found  to 
ten  where  most  of  ns  lie ;  in  this  very  hall,  if 
liberty  and  union  remiun,  the  name  he  had  just 
utterod  would  be  heud  resounding,  as  the  pre- 
server, in  a  trying  hour,  of  his  countjy'a  poUt^ 
leal  freedom  and  the  pure  prindples  of  her  oon- 
stitution. 

Mr.  H,  said  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  cour- 
tier's tongue,  for  such  a  langnajge  he  had  yet  to 
learn,  or  such  a  feeling  to  cherish,  towards  cre- 
ated man.  It  was  not  the  part  ho  had  pland 
in  his  intercourse  with  the  Fretndent;  but 
whenever,  as  had  sometimes  been  the  ou^  a 
difiTerence  of  opinion  existed  between  tiiem  on 
subjects  in  which  he  himself  had  Mt  an  inter- 
est, his  own  opinions  had  been  spoken  to  the 
Frendent  promptiy  and  warmly— it  might  be  at 
tames  too  warmly  tor  the  disparity  of  jeara. 
In  wpaStbag  of  the  Executive  now,  he  had 
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^wken  of  bim  as  one  about  to  be  numbered 
-wiUt  the  part ;  as  one  with  whom  his  own  age 
was  on  the  eve  of  exchangiog  motuufnl  adieas, 
and  upon  whose  ear  the  Toice  alike  of  flattery 
and  of  fHendship,  of  low  detraction  and  of  manly 
enmity,  would  soon  fall  with  the  same  heavy, 
cold,  senseless  effect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the 
hall,  be  bad  sat  and  silently  heard  the  Presi- 
dent denounced  as  a  tyrant,  branded,  almost  in 
the  same  broath,  with  tiie  opposite  epithets 
of  Qsarper  and  doftard.  Fortunately,  the  feel- 
ings which  inqnred  snob  language  coold  net  be 
oommtmteated  to  posterity ;  they  would  sink 
into  the  same  ^are,  thej  wonld  lie  baried  in 
the  same  oblivion,  assigned  to  most  of  those 
who  cherished  them. 

History,  in  her  long-drawn  gallery,  will 
present  to  coming  time  no  portrait  that  con  oc- 
onpy  a  higher  place  than  bis  who  in  life  has 
bc«a  so  Educed — none  that  sliall  stand  forth 
ia  more  ample,  beautifVil,  living  relief. 

As  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  ad- 
nunistntum,  not  havii^  the  gift  of  prescience, 
it  was  imposeible  for  him  to  say  what  might  be 
its  remits.  He  looked  forward,  however,  with 
poftet  confidence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  prin- 
(dples  upon  which  the  Government  was  now 
admiiiistavd,  and  felt  satisfied  that,  in  this  ex- 
peotataon,  there  would  be  no  disappointment 
That  violence  could  be  offered,  that  a  blow 
oonld  be  inflicted  n^n  the  fandamentid  princi- 
lAet  of  the  constitution,  by  the  present  head  of 
the  Government,  was  a  state  of  things  which 
he  coold  not  conceive  within  the  range  of  pos- 
libility.  It  wonld  argue  an  unhallowed  love 
of  power,  and  a  misapprehension  or  a  hatred 
of  the  free  institaUons  of  his  native  soil,  in  the 
bosom  of  the  man.  Is  it,  he  wonld  a^,  likely 
that  such  feelings  could  now  tenant  tiie  heart 
of  Andrew  Jaonont  He  wonld  Ht  tba  terms 
in  wbidi  hb  Mend  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Pktton) 
had  ^ken  of  the  President,  a  few  days  back, 
answer  the  qoestion.  He  alladed  to  the  inter- 
view  described  by  his  friend  between  the  Pres- 
ident and  one  of  the  Tennessee  Senators.  Was 
be  planning  schemes  of  ^wer  for  himself  or 
anfAher,  then  t  Was  their  talk  of  treason  or 
unholy  stratagem !  No,  sir,  no ;  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  told  us  it  was  of  the  grave— of 
dying — of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  he  wish- 
ed once  more  to  see,  and  where  he  hoped  bis 
eyes  might  close.  Can  it  be  that  such  a  man, . 
■her  having  toiled  in  the  cause  of  liberty  his 
whole  life,  ahould,  when  the  grave  and  aU  its 
Bqreteries  are  drawing  nigh,  seek,  as  the  last 
•ct  of  a  (pinions  career,  to  impair  the  princi- 
ples for  which  in  boyhood  he  bled ;  the  insti- 
tutions which  in  riper  years  he  aided  to 
strengdien  and  perfect ;  and  the  free  Govem- 
moit  which,  in  the  full  maturity  of  manhood, 
he  trinmplutntly  sustuned?  Let  it  not  be 
borne  npon  the  winds :  before  such  tblnes  can 
exist,  the  moral  order  of  nature  must  be  re- 
versed. 

Mr.  Hausb  said :  We  are  charged  with  be- 


i  ing  influenced  by  the  "  spoils,"  and  with  rely- 
ing upon  them  to  insure  our  success.  By 
"spoils"  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  opposition  cl^m 
a  remarkable  share  of  disinterested  patriotism. 
If  we  believe  their  account  of  it,  they  have  a 
great  aversion  to  office;  and  yet,  when  did 
they  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without  grasp* 
ing  at  itf  I  can  imi^nel  almost  see  their 
"  months  water  "  sometimes  for  a  taste  of  the 
"  Treasury  pap  " 

If  it  had  so  happened  that  Mr.  Van  Bnren 
had  not  received  quite  votes  enough  to  elect 
him,  and  the  three  highest  candidate  had  come 
before  the  House  for  our  decision,  we  shoold 
have  bad  great  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  cim- 
closion.  There  would  have  been  no  intrigue  or 
bargain,  of  course  1  But  when  all  the  difficul- 
ties had  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt 
would  have  been,  and  an  opposition  man  ^ect- 
ed,  then  we  should  have  seen  the  beginning  of 
troubles.  What  would  have  been  the  policy  of 
his  administration,  no  man  living  can  tell.  His 
supporters  would  have  been  of  all  poUtical 
creeds  and  complexions  under  heaven :  as  op- 
posite to  each  other  as  the  poles,  and  whdly 
irreconcilable.  He  could  not  nave  pleased  one 
set  of  them  without  displeasing  the  others; 
and  if  he  had  compromised,  and  gone  some- 
times a  Uttle  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a 
little  to  the  other,  he  would  have  been  doing 
precisely  what  they  charge  npon  General  Jack- 
son ;  and  would  therefore  have  dlnileased  them 
alll 

But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are 
told  that  professions  and  practice  ought  to  go 
together.  Now,  the  opposition  profess  to  I»- 
lieve  that  our  friends  who  are  in  office  are  un- 
worthy to  remfdn  there ;  so  they  shall  be  turn- 
ed out  forthwith.  Agun,  they  profess  to  have 
a  mortal  hatred  for  omoe-holders ;  and,  oi 
course,  none  of  them  would  be  willing  to  fiU 
the  vacancies  I  Here  would  be  one  of  the 
greatest  calamities  that  ever  befel  a  free  people 
— all  the  offices  of  the  country  vacant,  and  no 
one  to  fill  them  I  One  portion  of  the  country 
would  be  too  bad,  and  the  otiier  too  good,  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  pnblio  (^oe,  htmor, 
or  emolumeotf 

But  upon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary 
motives  and  influences,  who  has  shown  the 
strongest  inclination  to  resort  to  such  means  to 
control  public  sentiment?  Who  are  the  friends 
of  banks,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ? 
Who  are  willing  to  sell  extraordinonr  privities 
for  bonuses  payable  in  money  f  Who  are  the 
supporters  of  land  bills  and  distribntitHi  Ulls? 
I  do  not  speak  of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. That  was  sustained  by  a  m^ority  of  mj 
own  poUtical  friends,  driven  to  it,  in  some  meB»- 
ure,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  they 
could  not  ftdly  control ;  but  I  allude  to  a  per- 
manent system,  by  which  money  for  which  the 
Government  has  no  use,  is  to  be  drawn  from 
the  pockets  of  the  people ;  and,  after  paying 
four  or  five  sets  of  paUio  men  for  ooUecong  i^ 
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fcr  le^slatiDg  upon  the  subject,  and  for  distrib- 
nting  it  again,  we  return  to  the  State  Govern- 
ments the  balance,  to  be  ezpencled  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  may  direct.  The  General  Govern- 
ment baa  no  right  to  do  this — it  is  a  fraud  npon 
the  people.  The  revenue  dioold  be  cut  down 
60  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government  and 
nothing  more;  leaving  all  the  £rait8<tf  incUvid- 
nal  indnstry  beyond  that  in  tfae  people's  pock- 
ets, to  be  disposed  of  as  each  man. may  think 
proper.  Such  is  the  democratic  doctrine ;  but 
the  opposition  will  not  go  for  this. 

The  indications  have  been  already  given  to 
the  country.  There  is  to  be  a  coalition  be- 
tween a  portion  of  the  SoQtb  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  North.  The  preservation 
of  the  "  public  faith  "  is  to  be  the  pretext  for 
collecting  a  surplus.  The  "  compromise  bill " 
is  said  to  have  pledged  the  public  futh  1  TFhat 
an  absurdity  is  this  I  Sir,  I  would  regw^  a  vio- 
lation of  the  fifUth  of  the  nation  with  as  mnoh 
horrra  as  any  gentleman  in  or  oat  of  this 
Honse.  A  nation  witboat  f^th  is  like  an  indi- 
Tidaal  whose  reputation  has  been  totally  de- 
stroyed :  they  are  both  very  properly  excluded 
from  all  honorable  associations.  Bat  how  has 
pnblio  fUth  been  pledged  in  thia  case  ?  Oan 
two  or  three  promment  members  of  Congress 
make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain  the  passage 
of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity  ?  Have 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors  i 
and,  if  so,  whence  did  they  obtain  it?  The 
idea  is  preposterous.  If  they  could  bind  us  for 
ten  years,  thSy  can  do  so  for  fifty  or  a  hundred ; 
and  what  becomes  of  popular  liberty?  The 
"compromise  act"  is  of  no  more  authority 
than  any  other  law  of  Congress,  and  oan  be  re- 
pealed or  modified  at  any  time  we  may  think 
proper.  It  will  be  Busbaned,  however,  I  have 
no  doubt,  and  an  enormons  smoont  of  taxes 
thofl  levied  upon  the  people,  to  be  divided  out 
again ;  keeping  up  swarms  of  unnecessary  oflB- 
cers,  and  enricning  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity at  the  expense  of  another.  The  money  is 
never  returned  to  the  men  who  earned  it. 

Again :  It  is  charged  upon  this  administration 
that  it  has  increased  the  annual  expenditures  to 
a  large  amount  Why  do  not  gentlemen  have 
the  candor  to  tell  the  people  the  cause  of  this 
increase  ?  It  is  to  be  found  in  the  increased 
population,  offices,  and  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  in  the  appropriations  for  various  nation- 
al oMects,  for^catioQS,  navy,  &o.  The  remo- 
vol  of  the  IntUan  tribes  west  of  the  Uississipi^ 
the  purchase  of  their  lands,  and  the  wars  we 
have  had  with  them,  are  some  of  the  principal 
items.  Has  there  been  any  unnecessary  expen- 
diture? If  so,  point  it  out.  Let  ns  knoi^ 
what  it  is ;  atid  then  we  will  ask  ourselves  why 
we  appropriated  the  money. 

So  of  the  corruption  of  which  we  heor  so 
much.  In  what  does  it  consist?  Who  has 
been  guilty  of  it?  In  what  department  or 
bureau  is  it  to  be  found  ?  What  is  its  charac- 
ter? General  chorges  are  easily  made;  but 
they  are  too  indefinite.  Let  genUemem  assome 
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the  responsibility  of  making  a  distinct  ebai^ 
In  private  life,  if  one  man  instigates  a  proeeco- 
tion  against  another  for  an  ofience,  and  it  turns 
out,  Qpon  investigation,  that  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  it,  and  not  even  a  probable  cause 
for  its  oonunencement,  the  prosecutor  is  liaU« 
to  an  action  of  dam^es  for  the  iqjnry  done 
to  indiTidual  repntation.  Are  the  characters 
(^public  moi  less  valuable  to  them  than  those 
of  private  intizenat  Are  they  not  equallj 
under  the  protection  of  the  law  ?  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  on 
action;  but  if  there  should  tnm  out  to  be 
neither  ground  for  the  charge,  nor  good  reason 
for  instituting  the  inquiry,  public  sentiment 
would  render  that  Justice,  to  oil  concerned,  that 
is  administered  in  the  other  case  by  the 
Judiciary  of  the  country. 

If  any  gentleman  wlE  rise  in  Ins  place,  and 
state  that  he  has  good  reason  to  believe,  from 
information  npon  which  Le  oan  rely,  that  fraud 
and  corruption  do  exist  in  a  partionlar  depart- 
ment either  naming  his  informant  or  stating 
that  it  is  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powers  to 
make  a  thoroog^  investigation.  If  one  com- 
mittee is  not  enough,  I  will  vote  for  more— 
for  as  many  as  are  necessary  to  develop  the 
true  condition  of  the  public  offices^  and  to 
expose  all  the  de&ulters  who  may  be  found  in 
them.  This,  I  think,  ought  to  satisfy  the  most 
fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  assailed.  It  has  been 
denominated  amere  "bed  of  justice,  to  r^;tster 
the  decrees  of  royalty  I It  seems  that  we  «t 
here,  without  any  opinions  of  our  own,  merely 
to  register  the  edicts  of  the  Preddent  t  What 
is  Uie  pretext  for  this  ohorae  ?  Why^  forsooth, 
we  a^M  in  sentiment  with  the  President,  and 
therefore  snst^  his  measures  I  Was  ever 
argument  nftre  futile  ?  Who  elected  the  Presi- 
deut?  The  people.  Who  elected  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House?  The  same  people.  Do 
they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve 
of  their  political  opinions?  Undonbtedly. 
Are  not  the  President  and  the  m^ority  of  the 
members  of  this  House  of  the  same  political 
party  ?   Is  it  strange  that  they  should  agree  in 

Xd  to  great  leading  measures  of  policy? 
would  anticipate  any  thing  else  than  an 
agreement?  I  desire  to  speak  respectfully  of 
ai^uments  advanced  here,  and  will,  therefore, 
not  say  that  this  is  childi^ ;  but  really  it  is  one 
of  the  stoongest  specimens  of  parliamentary 
lode  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  roles  the  opposittoa?  Whose 
edicts  do  th^  register  I  Do  they  sit  here  to 
register  the  edicts  of  a  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  of  another  from  Massachusetts 
and  of  a  third  from  South  Carolina  ?  If  not, 
how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  witli  the  three  great  leaders  in  all 
their  political  opinions?  The  &ct  cannot  be 
denied,  that  this  agreement  does  exist ;  and  if 
the  argument  is  good  with  respect  to  us,  it 
Implies  equally  to  the  oppodtion.   If  we  are 
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the  Presldent*B  **daT«i^''  fh«7  are  "dares"  to 
tlieoi^iontioa  leaden. 

The  Freddmit,  U  is  sidd,  is  popular ;  that  he 
rules  tba  country  and  guidea  pnhlio  sentiment 
by  the  ud  of  tl^s  personal  popularity.  What  a 
laiiDae  and  impotent  conolnsionl  True,  he  is 
popular,  but  it  is  becanse  he  deserves  to  he  ro, 
mNsa  his  eminent  talents,  his  democratic  prin- 
oipleo,  and  bis  faithfol  and  extraordinary  public 
services.  If  other  gentlemen  wish  to  be  popu- 
ioTy  let  them  pursue  his  footsteps,  adopt  his 
prinoiplee,  and  render  such  Bervtces,  and  then 
they  will  attain  the  object  of  their  wishes. 
Tb»  people  of  this  count^  have  but  one  denre 
in  regard  to  pubUc  affairs-^t  is  to  see  their 
QoTermnent  well  admimstered.  They  elected 
Andrenr  Jadnon  because  tb^  believed  he  would 
thns  admiDister  the  Government ;  and  they  have 
BOt  beu  disappointed. 

Tho  is  it  that  complains  of  him !  They  are 
the  men  who  told  us,  in  1624  and  in  1828,  that 
if  Jackson  sucoeeded,  the  country  would  be 
rained ;  the  men  wbo  told  us  the  same  thing 
in  1832 ;  men  who  invoke  war,  pestilence,  and 
&niin«^  rather  than  devotion  to  military  glory ; 
but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
for  military  chieftiuns  louder  than  ever  we  did 
at  any  period.  They  are  now  endeavoriDg  to 
oonvinoe  us  that  they  were  right;  that  we 
have  been  ruined;  and  that  all  tbeir  predio- 
tioo*  have  been  verified.  Do  they  think  we 
win  bdiere  th^  deelamationa  inopposition  to 
evidence  ofoor  own  senses?  Wn«iwastbJs 
ouunlry  vr«r  more  happy  and  proeperons  than 
at  this  moment?  Kever  rinoe  the  Govem- 
iMnt  was  first  organized.  The  laboring  dauses 
vt  the  o(Hnmnmty — the  Carmer,  the  planter,  the 
mechanic,  the  manufacturer — are  all  growing 
rich.  Land,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  for  many  years ;  yet  gen- 
tlomea  will  have  it  that  we  are  ruined.  The 
Uwa  protect  every  man  in  the  ei^oyment  of  all 
hi*  rights — personal  liberty,  personal  security, 
and  private  property;  in  all  his  immunities 
and  {Hinleges — religious,  civil,  and  political; 
•till  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined.  Sir, 
Uu  people  -wiU  not  believe  them.  'When  they 
M.  thMudvM  happy  at  home^  and  leant  from 
«vei7  Intelligent  American,  of  every  party, 
thaA  oor  oountiy  now  stands  higher  abroad, 
on  acooont  of  the  manner  in  which  our  inter- 
eoorse  has  been  cwidncted  by  this  administra- 
tion with  foreign  nations  (France  included) 
than  it  ever  did  ha  any  former  period,  they 
will  not  brieve  any  man  who  asserts  that  they 
ban  been  injured  by  those  who  have  held  the 
reiM  of  power  for  the  last  ught  years. 

Having  a^d  thus  much  in  explanation,  I  will 
now  proceed  with  my  disoourse.  When  we 
a^jotoBod  the  other  day,  I  was  remarking  that 
the  nation  had  ^proved  of  the  conduct  of  the 
pnaoot  Executive.  The  late  elootiona  prove 
that  beyond  all  dispute.  A  sucoessor  has  been 
eleetod  by  a  large  mijoity,  who  has  been 
MBoatatad  with  the  Enentive  fbr  many  years ; 
who  approvea  of  his  leading  measures,  and  is 
YIK.ZIII.— IS 


pledged  to  carry  out  his  collcy.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  wiss,)  who  I  regret  to 
see  is  not  in  his  seat,  particularly  as  I  under- 
stand he  is  detuned  from  by  the  illness  of 
his  family,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was 
advocating  the  cause  of  the  people,  and  did 
not  wlah  to  be  understood  as  assuUog  the 
President.  That  ^ntieman  and  several  others 
have  been  advocating  the  cause  of  the  people 
in  the  same  way  for  years ;  yet,  whenever  the 
people  come  to  the  polls,  they  uniformly  decide 
against  their  own  advocates,  and  in  favor 
Andrew  Jackson.  This  proves  tbeir  appro- 
bation of  his  principles  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eult^ize  the  Preddent ; 
but  this  much  I  will  eay^ :  when  the  pasdona 
which  enter  Into  party  cmifliots  in  this  country 
shall  have  anbsided,  when  the  prejudice! 
created  by  such  controversies  saall  have 
passed  away,  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  jus- 
tice be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  And  when  hia  enemies  ahall 
have  floated  down  the  stream  of  time  into  that 
oblivion  which  Is  the  inevitable  destiny  of 
ahnost  their  whole  number,  his  memorr  will 
survive  and  flourish  in  the  hearts  of  a  Just,  a 
gratefuL  and  an  intelligent  people. 

The  nlstory  of  America  up  to  this  period 
will  present  three  Presidents  standing  out 
boldly  upon  her  pages  as  great  public  benefac- 
tors. They  are— George  Waahington,  who 
harmonized  the  ocmffiouog  elements,  and  pat 
our  Qovemment  in  motion ;  Thomas  Jefferson, 
who  arrested  it  in  Its  downhill  career  towards 
monarchy,  and  restored  it  to  its  pristine  purity ; 
and  Andrew  Jackson^  who  gave  it  the  "  repub- 
lican tack,"  brought  it  back  to  the  point  where 
Jefferson  left  it,  and  where  it  always  ought  to 
remain. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  future.  It  has 
been  boldly  proclaimed  here  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, that,  in  regard  to  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  we  are  to  have  "  war  in 
advance,"  and  *'  war  to  the  knife  I  "  This  is  a 
most  extraordinary  position  for  gentiemen  to 
asanme,  before  the  principles  or  polii^'  of  the 
Chief  MamEtsraH»  are  made  known,~-n«r,  be&Hre 
he  has  tuan  the  oath  of  ofllce ;  to  deoww  war, 
and  tiiat,  too,  a  war  of  extermination?  They 
inform  us  that  he  is  not  to  be  Judged  hU 
acta ;  that  they  may  posaibly  support  his  meas- 
ures, but  they  will  wage  an  interminable  war- 
fare against  the  manl  Why,  nr,  we  go  fiar 
measures,  and  men  to  carry  them  out;  we 
support  men,  because  they  are  in  &vor  of  certain 
doctrines  and  measures,  not  because  we  like 
the  man.  Any  other  ^stem  than  this  must 
dwenerate  into  mere  "man- worship." 

This  may  be  a  very  patriotic  oppodtion; 
but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for 
the  gentiemen  themselves.  When  one  man- 
is  determined  beforehand  to  be  displeased,  or 
to  quarrel  with  another,  we  know  how  easy 
it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  bo.  Now, 
if  it  dionld  BO  happen,  in  the  progress  of  events, 
that  these  gentlonea  find  it  neoessaiy  at  somfti 
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fhtare  time  to  make  an  assanlt  npon  the  admin- 
isbiitioQ,  will  not  the  people  be  inclined  to 
replj :  "  Ah  I  we  did  not  expect  yon  to  be 
M^tsfied,  for  you  were  determined  to  he  dis- 
pleased, lettheFremdentdoashemight"  But 
Ueooone  which  gentlemen  chooee  to  porsoe  is 
somewhat  a  matter  of  taste ;  and  I  have  not 
the  least  dedre  to  dictate  to  anj  one  npon  this 
aa^ect. 

U  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved 
that  we  Bhall  have  another  fonr  veara'  war ; 
if  thej  will  agree  to  no  cessation  of  hostilities ; 
if  we  oaonot  be  permitted  even  to  go  into 
winter  quarters  for  three  months ;  if  war,  and 
war  to  tiie  knife,  is  to  he  their  motto,  for  one, 
I  say,  "come  on,  Macdnffl  "  Lot  ns  bear  the 
roar  of  your  cannon,  gentlemen.  Show  ns  the 
size  (Kf  yonr  balls ;  the  length  and  diameter  of 
jonr  ouibres.  Let  ns  hear  the  trampling  of 
the  horses'  boo&,  the  neighing  of  the  steeds, 
ud  the  clangor  of  rour  tmmpeta.  Do  not 
annoy  m  by  &e  random  shota  of  ringle  rifie- 
mra,  from  behind  the  Boatteiing  trees,  nor  by 
the  ^ftwVing  and  scouting  parties  thatbdong  to 
jrooT  anny;  bat  <diaige  with  all  your  forces. 
Danger  is  slways  increased,  in  appearance,  by 
the  distance.  The  enemy  presents  a  much 
more  terrifying  aspect  when  he  first  bursts 
waaa  the  view  tban  when  you  grapple  with 
him,  man  to  man,  and  test  the  power  of  his 
murcle  and  the  fierceness  of  bis  spirit.  Give 
na  a  general  fire,  along  your  whole  line.  The 
suspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is  the 
most  dreadful  period  of  the  whole  affair.  I 
am  told  that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the 
first  discharge ;  and  I  promise  you  that  all  of  us 
who  survive  the  first  shock  will  stand  ap  and 
f^ve  yoa  a  fair  fight  in  the  open  plain. 

The  reason  assigned  toe  making  war  vpon 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  is,  that  he  is  a  nsnrperl  Yes, 
rir,  although  elected  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  he  is  a  nsarper.  Lwgaase  is 
changing  its  meaning  now-a^iurs,  and  we 
shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  us  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the 
demoo^io  party  who  did  not  prefer  Hr.  Van 
Bnren  to  all  others  as  the  successor  of  General 
Jackson.  Some  of  us  preferred  Judge  McLean ; 
some  were  for  Colonel  Benton;  others  were 
for  Judge  White ;  and  many  were  in  favor  of 
the  honorable  geatlemaa  from  Kentucky, 
(Colonel  Jahnaoo.)  He  was  not  my  first 
ohoioe.  Thonsands  <rf  ns  in  Ohio  preferred  a 
^stdngiUshed  citizen  of  our  oWn  State.  We 
knew  him  personally ;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
indartry,  and  ability,  displayed  by  him  in  the 
management  of  an  important  Depuiment  of  the 
Government,  and  in  the  di«d^^  of  every 
duly  devolving  upon  him  in  the  varioas  stations 
he  had  held,  both  under  the  Stato  and  Federal 
anthorities.  We  believed  he  would  make 
an  excellent  Chief  Magistrate ;  whilst,  'on  the 
other  hand,  some  of  ns  had  been  induced  to 
believe  tiiat,  although  Mr.  Van  Buren  possessed 
great  abilities  and  e]^>erience,  still  he  was  an 
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intrigning  pollticim  We  believed  so,  becanse 
we  neaHl  these  things  said,  day  after  day, 
for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said 
in  his  defence.  How  could  any  one  expect  ns, 
ander  mtih  cireanutanoee,  to  come  to  a  ttror- 
able  oondnnon  in  regard  to  him?  I  moat 
here  beg  pardon  of  we  House  for  speaking 
particularly  of  myself.  When  I  was  first 
dected  to  Congress,  I  was  elected  as  a  McLeim 
man.  Myself  and  one  of  my  colleaffues  were 
well  known,  both  at  home  and  at  this  place,  to  be 
favorable  to  the  Judge ;  whilst  the  other  friends 
of  the  administration  fbom  Ohio  were  either  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  or  uncommitted. 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thank  themselves,  in. 
some  degree,  for  the  dection  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren. 
They  contributed  very  much  to  make  him  the 
canaidato  of  the  democratic  par^j'.  Notwith- 
standing his  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
office,  his  clums  might  possibly  have  been  post- 
poned to  a  fotore  dectton,  had  it  not  been  tor 
the  rancorous  persecution  of  his  political 
eoen^es.  The  first  step  taken  by  them,  to 
render  him  a  lavorite  with  the  people^  Iras  the 
wanton  rdection  of  his  nomlnatiim  as  ministw 
to  England.  This  exhibited  so  much  ill  natoreL 
so  strong  a  desire  to  crush  a  supposed  rival,  and 
to  gratify  individual  and  partisan  hatred  at  the 
hawd  of  sacrificing  the  publio  interest,  that 
the  friends  of  the  amninistration  rose  np  as  one 
man,  and,  as  an  act  of  retributive  Justice, 
elevated  the  rejected  minister  to  the  {H^dins 
ohtur  of  that  very  Senate  vho  had  attonptea 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  stop  taken  by  the  o[>pnsition  to 
make  the  Vice  President  popular  with  his  own 
party,  was  the  diuly  abuse  thOT  bestowed 
upon  him  during  the  "panic  aeanon.**  Th^ 
constantly  connected  "Jackson,  Van  Bnren, 
and  the  P&rty  "  together,  to  make  up  a  trium- 
virate. This  very  naturally  excited  kind  ieel- 
ings  towards  him  among  those  who  were 
abused  in  common  with  the  President  and  him- 
self;  in  this  manner,  they  made  him  thousands 
of  friends,  and  he  was  finally  adopted  as  the 
candidate  of  the  democratic  party. 

The  gentleman  tells  us  tnat  the  Prendent 
nominated  him  as  his  successor,  and  that  to  this 
nomination  he  owes  his  election.  I  should  be 
glad  to  know  when,  where,  and  under  what 
circmustanoes,  this  nomination  was  made. 

[Mr.  Petton  arose,  and  said  he  oould  tdl 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  «onld  do  so 
then,  if  he  deured  it;  or  voold  do  it  after  he 

S>t  through,  whichever  he  pleased.  Mr. 
AMKB  remarked  tiiat  it  would  be  brtter, 
perhaps,  for  Mr.  P.  to  give  his  sentiments  after 
he  had  closed.] 

I  presume,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H,)  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  refers  to  the  Gwinn  letter, 
written  by  the  President  in  defence  of  some 
charge  made  against  him  in  a  Nashville 
paper.  It  is  some  time  since  I  saw  that  letter, 
but  such  is  the  tenor  of  it,  according  to  my 
recollection. 

I    [Mr.  Fmos  again  arose,  and  made  some 
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ranarka  reff|>ectuig  this  letter,  contending  that 
the  article  lu  the  Kashville  paper  was  not  an 
attack  upon  General  Jackson,  bnt  that  it  had 
been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the  letter, 
which  denounced  everybody  in  advance  who 
.wooid  not  aapport  Ur.  Van  Bnren.] 

Ifr.  H.  proceeded.  Let  the  nature  of  the 
■rtiole  be  what  it  mi^t,  one  thing  is  oertain — 
the  letter  was  neither  in  form  nor  in  snbstanoe 
a  "  nomination'*  <^  )tr.  Tan  Bnren.  It  advised 
union  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and  spoke  &Tor- 
■bly  of  the  proposed  convention  at  Baltimore. 

Suppose  the  President  was  favorable  to  him, 
was  there  any  thing  wrong  in  this?  Does  a 
Chief  Ma^trate  lose  the  freedom  of  thoncht  by 
his  election  to  that  office  ?  This  woidd  be  s 
new  doctrine  in  onr  country. 

It  is  not  unnatnral  that  be  shoold  be  favor- 
aUe  to  Ur.  Yan  Baren.  He  knew  him  welL 
The  latter  had  been  associated  with  him  for 
years  in  the  administration  of  the  Government 
They  agreed  in  opinion  with  respect  to  all  the 
loading  measures  of  the  administration,  and  Ur. 
Van  £iren  was  pledged,  if  elected,  to  carry 
tbem  cat,  and  pursue  the  policy  of  General 
Jftcksott.  To  anoh  a  candidate  he  coold  not 
well  be  opposed ;  but  how  did  this  influence 
the  election  t  Where  was  the  Freudent^s  in- 
flncnce  effectually  exerted  in  favor  of  his  suc- 
oesBor  ?  Kot  in  Tennessee,  for  that  State  went 
against  him.  If  there  was  any  one  State  in  the 
vnitm  which  conld  he  inflaenoed  by  him,  it 
most  be  Tennessee;  and  yet  that  went  for 
Jodge  White  t  Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  **  appointment  of  his  successor,"  so  con- 
fidently charged  upon  all  concerned  ?  Nowhere 
bat  is  tbe  imagination  of  those  who  have  assert- 
ed it  bo  often,  that  I  dare  say  they  begin  to 
believe  it  thmuelves.  Suppose  the  Prendent 
lind  been  for  Judge  White  or  tor  Ooieral  Hani* 
son,  vonid  there  have  been  ai^  complaints 
then!  Kot  ft  word.  They  woola  have  sdd: 

Wen,  the  Fresiduit  has  got  his  eyes  open  at 
last  to  the  trae  character  of  Ur.  Van  Bnren ; 
he  can  be  deceived  no  longer ;  he  has  detected 
the  impouUon,  and,  with  his  characteristic 
independence,  the  noble  old  General  has  come 
oat  openly  a^unst  him."  He  would  have  been 
*'  ^orified,"  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to 
the  other,  by  those  who  now  abase  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the 
Vice  president,  and  made  him  the  candidate  of 
our  party.  Thi^  too,  is  a  grievona  offence, 
and  smaekii  of  dictation  too  strongly  to  please 
the  <q»odti«L  Pnqr,  who  first  resorted  to 
B«ti(HiftL  otrnvcmtions  for  sudi  puipoees  t  Who 
hdd  the  oonventioDS  at  Baltimm  that  nomi- 
mted  Ur.  Clay  and  "Mi.  Wirt,  in  tbe  eampaign 
of  18S3I  Who  held  tbe  young  men's  national 
eonventioa  in  this  District,  in  the  same  year? 
We  aU  know  it  was  tbe  whigs  and  the  anti' 
Btsuis.  Tet  those  are  the  men  who  now 
almse  as  in  unmeasured  terms  fi»  merdy  fol- 
lowing tlieir  example. 

But  Iiis  locality  greatly  displeases  some  gentle- 
jBOi,  and  thej  have  abased  New  Tork  in  almoet 
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every  debate  that  has  ooourred  here  for  the  last 
three  years ;  and  she  is  treated  in  the  same 
manner  in  all  their  newspaners.  And  why  may 
not  New  York  have  the  nonor  of  giviog  us  a 
President  ?  The  South  has  given  us  four.  New 
En^and  has  fdmished  two,  and  the  West  one ; 
whilst  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  two  great 
States,  occupying  a  central  portion  in  the  con- 
federacy, each  <n  them  a  nation  within  itsdf^ 
have  never  famished  us  one.  What  has  New 
York  done,  that  she  is  to  be  proscribed  ?  Has 
she  not  signalized  herself  by  a  devotion  to  lib- 
erty, and  an  attachment  to  democratic  princi- 
ples, in  all  the  great  emergencies  vhiSh  the 
country  has  seen  f  Where  was  she  in  the  rev- 
olutionaiy  war?  Battling  among  the  fore- 
most for  independence.  What  was  her  positioa 
in  tbe  great  pc4itical  revolution  that  brought 
Ur.  Jefferson  into  power?  She  stood  side  by 
side  with  her  democratic  sisters,  struggling  for 
the  rights  of  the  States  against  ifederal  usurpa- 
tion and  monar  tucal  principles.  And  in  the 
war  of  1812,  where  was  she  found  ?  Sustfdo- 
ing  the  cause  of  the  oountiT  as  efficiently  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  holding  at  bay  the 
Hartford  convention  party,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted tp  cross  her  territory  into  the  middle 
and  Southern  States.  If  tiiis  State  has  a  dls- 
tingaished  eon,  worthy  of  the  chief  magistracy, 
why  may  he  not  be  presented  as  a  oan^date 
for  the  suffrages  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  So  far  from  there  being  any  thing 
wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peculiar  propriety, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  m  taking  the  can^- 
date  from  New  York  at  the  recent  eleoticMi. 

Ur.  Van  Buren  was  thns  made  a  candidate 
for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.  He 
encoantered  an  <9pontion  combining  more 
talent  with  less  scrnpaloasness  in  regard  to  the 
means  employed  to  idm  him  than  was  ever 
met  before  by  any  snocesaftd  etndidate  for  the 
same  office.  Timr  untiring  uertions  induced 
tfaoosands  of  ^ood  mm  and  sound  patriots  to 
vote  agfdnst  him,  who  were  utterly  misled  ^th 
ren>eot  to  his  trae  character. 

It  would  be  a  Herculean  task  to  enumerate 
all  the  falsehoods  propagated,  and  impositions 
practised,  to  accomplish  his  defeat.  They  all 
ntiled.  Notwithstanding  the  people  were  ap- 
pealed to  in  pathetic  terms  to  come  to  the 
rescue,  were  assured  that  tliey  would  be  nUned 
if  they  elected  him,  still  they  marched  to  the 
polls  and  gave  him  their  votes.  The  people 
had  been  twice  mined  by  electing  General 
Jackson;  and,  as  they  fbnod  it  rather  an  anee- 
able  operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a  third 
time,  and  let  Ur.  Van  Buren  rain  them  wan. 

He  has  been  elected  by  the  unbongbt  sunrages 
of  his  fellow-dtizens,  and  in  a  most  remarlcable 
manner.  The  vote  received  by  him  is  dtfllued 
throughout  the  Union,  so  as  to  prove  roost 
clearly  tbat  nothing  like  a  gec^^phical  divinon 
of  parties  exists  in  the  oouDtry,  All  the  efibrts 
made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsoocess- 
fal.  Including  Uichigan,  he  has  received  tite 
votes  of  fiftew  States  oat  <tf  twenl^-nx.  He 
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obtained  the  votea  of  a  m^ority  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  a  mt^ority  of  those  of  the 
new  States.  He  bos  a  tnajority^of  the  electoral 
Totes  of  the  slaTehoIding  and  a  m^ority  of 
those  of  the  non-slaveholdu)g  States  of  the 
Union.  He  bas  one  hundred  and  serentj  elec- 
toral Tote^  b^g  a  m^ority  of  fortT-six  over 
fdl  hia  competitors  put  together ;  and  he  has  a 
m^ority  of  all  the  indiTidoal  rotea  of  t3ie 
people  of  the  United  States  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  tbonsand.  The  exact  nnmber  cannot 
be  ascertained,  because  in  Sonth  Carolina  the 
people  do  not  rote ;  the  Lenslatnre  appoints 
the  electors  of  President  nithont  this  State, 
Mr.  Van  Bnren  bas  a  minority  of  abont  twenty- 
two  thousand,  according  to  tbe  calculation  of 
the  opposition  newspapers  themselves.  But  to 
make  nim  out  a  "  usurper,"  a  "  minority  Pres- 
ident," they  connt  South  Carolina  as  forty 
thousand — the  whole  number  being  set  down 
i^inst  Ur.  Van  Baren,  and  none  for  him. 
aoWf  the  TTniott  party  of  that  State  compose 
from  a  third  to  one-half  of  its  population,  and 
they  are  openly  for  him,  and  would  have  so 
given  their  votes,  If  permitted  by  tbe  State 
Qovemment  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vote  directly 
for  the  President.  then,  the  State- can  give 
forty  thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twenty  thousand,  would  have  been 
for  Mr.  van  Bnren ;  for  many  nullifiera  woold 
have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  pre- 
ference to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowing  him  but  fifteen  thousand,  there  would 
be  a  msgority  of  ten  thousand  against  him  in 
the  State.  Deduct  this  from  the  twenty-two 
thousand  m^ority  he  has  in  tbe  other  States, 
and  he  has  still  a  dear  m^ority  of  the  Indi- 
vidnal  votes  of  the  ni^n><tf  at  least  twelve 
thonsand. 

He  is  elected  aetjordlng  to  all  ^6  forma  of 
the  constitution,  and  by  these  large  State  elec- 
toral and  individual  majorities ;  and  yet  gentle- 
men call  him  a  "  usurper  I  "  No ;  he  is  the 
constitutional,  lawful  President ;  and,  from  tbe 
4th  of  March  next,  all  men  will  be  bound  to 
obey  him  as  such,  within  the  pale  assigned  to 
him  by  the  institntions  of  his  country. 


FBmA.T,  Jannary  6. 
£.  P.  Letcher  and  T.  P.  Moore. 
Tho  bin  for  the  relief  of  Bobert  P.  Letdier 
and  Iliomas  P.  Uoore  came  np,  on  its  final 
passage. 

The  mdn  qnestlon,  "shall  the  bill  passf" 
was  thai  taken,  and  cteeided  in  the  affirmative 
—yeas  12S,  nays  64. 

DmendanU  of  J(me$  Brown — Claim  for  Prop- 
erty talen  before  the  War.  of  1788  by  the 
OMTokeee,  while  the  Aneettor  wu  moving  his 
fbmiU/  from  North  Carolina  to  the  Cumber- 
land Miver  Settlemeate, 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
^ves  of  William  Anderson  coming  np—- 
4AeT  8QII19  remarks  by  Messrs.  Uhdxbwood, 
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YmTON,  Pabkeb,  Bell,  HmnBiuir,  Bmeoa, 

and  Oavi  JoHjrsoN, 

Mr.  Shields  said  that,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  discnsrion,  he  had  been  improperiy  inn- 

Eessed  with  the  belief  that  the  Cherokee 
(Uans  and  the  United  States  were  in  a  state  of 
partial  war  at  the  time  the  loss  was  snstained, 
for  which  these  elahnants  are  now  seeking 
indemnitor;  bnt,  upon  a  earefU  exominatioa 
of  the  history  of  the  times,  and  the  circum- 
stances imme^at^y  connected  with  this  dum, 
(sdd  he,)  I  find  tba^  at  that  period,  a  state  of  per- 
fect peace  existed  between  that  tribe  of  Induns 
and  this  conntay.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be 
necessary  to  oonmder,  in  the  ai^ument  which  I 
now  propose  to  submit,  whether  this  Govern- 
ment should  or  should  not  indemnify  her  t^- 
zens  for  depredations  committed  upon  their 
property  by  the  enemies  of  tbe  country,  when 
m  a  state  of  actual  war  with  another  power. 
The  Committee  on  Indian  Afiiura,  by  whiidk 
this  bill  was  reported,  state,  in  its  accompany- 
ing report,  that  this  claim  rests  upon  the  same 
facta  end  circumstances,  or,  rather,  that  it  is 
identical  in  point  of  proof,  with  the  daim  of 
the  heirs  of  James  Brown,  which  was  allowed 
at  a  former  session  of  Congress.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, in  this  discussion,  refer  to  the  facts  in  that 
case,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  in  1882,  and  shall  take  the  facts  as 
reported  by  that  committee,  at  least,  as  prima 
fade  tree.  These  claimants  allege  that  they 
should  be  indemnified  as  the  legu  representa- 
tives of  "William  Anderson,  decease^  for  the 
loss  of  property  plnndered  from  their  ancestor, 
James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1 788.  It  wilt  be  recollected  by  every  one  that, 
by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  con- 
cluded in  1786,  that  i>ortion  of  territory  which 
now  composes  a  con^derable  part  of  Middle 
Tennessee  was  ceded  to  this  country  by  tbe 
Cherokees,  and  was  Immediatdy  thrown  open 
for  the  reception  and  occupation  for  oar  citi- 
zens. Among  the  early  adventurers  who  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  establish  a  permanoit 
home  in  this  part  of  the  Western  wildemesa, 
was  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these  claim- 
ants. In  the  fall  of  1787,  he  and  bis  fumly, 
carrying  with  them  all  their  valnable  property, 
arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  Holston,  more  tiuui 
two  hundred  miles  distant,  by  land,  from  the 
place  of  thdr  destination.  BeUeving  that  a 
passage  down  the  Tennessee  Itiver  oould  be 
more  easily  eflFeoted,  and  be,  at  the  same  tine, 
less  perilous,  tiian  a  taip  across  the  monntaina, 
eariy  in  the  following  May  (1788)  they  em- 
barked, with  a  considerable  amount  of  proper^, 
on  board  a  boat,  which  they  had  prepared  in  the 
mean  time,  and  descended  the  Tennessee  Riref. 
While  floating  down  this  river,  after  they  bad 
reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory, 
through  which  they  had  necessarily  to  pass,  by 
an  act  of  the  basest  perfidy,  under  the  di^uise 
of  ftiendship,  they  were  suddenly  surrounded 
by  ^wards  of  seventy  Cherokee  warriors. 
Mr.  Brown  Umsel^  two  of  his  sons,  and  five 
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boataoen,  "  the  oolj  adalt  males  on  Soard  the 
boat,"  were  instaotlj  bIud,  Mrs.  Brown,  her 
three  daoghtera.  end  two  minor  aont,  made 
fg^tivea,  and  their  property  plondered  and 
ewiied  <^  1^  tiie  Indians.  Xt  is  for  the  loss 
of  m  small  portioii  of  this  property,  thus  vio- 
kntly  seized,  that  one  <tf  tnese  euitive  girls, 
wbo  afterwards  beeame  Krs.  Anderson,  and 
her  orphan  ohildren,  now  ask  an  indenmity 
from  the  QoTemment.  Can  the  Govermnent, 
eoonstently  with  its  past  policy,  its  ftiture 
interest,  and  the  jnstice  of  this  individual  &ppU- 
cation,  allow  the  songbt-for  indemnity  t  it  Is, 
in  the  first  place,  I  betieve,  admitted  that,  in 
time  of  peaoe,  there  is  a  olium  on  oar  Oovem- 
ment  for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty  of  the  citizen,  and  for  spoliations  com- 
mitted by  any  o^er  than  oar  own  dtizeos. 
Bat  it  is  000 tended,  in  arenment,  that  we  have 
not  BQffideatly  shown  that  a  state  of  peace 
tlun  eidated,  and  that  the  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  complin  is  evidence  of  the  want 
oi  a  state  actual  peace ;  and  that  a  state  of 
peace  or  war  with  an  Indian  tribe  can  only  be 
determined  1^  the  character  of  the  acts  of  one 
or  both  of  the  parties  1  I  infer,  however,  that 
a  state  f>f  peace  existed'at  that  period,  from  the 
histcffy  of  the  times,  the  contemporary  oondnct 
of  a  largo  coramnnity  of  onr  citizens  who 
resided  in  the  vicinity  o(  this  tribe  of  Indians, 
the  oondnct  of  James  Brown  himself,  and  from 
dfrect  and  nneqaivooal  declarations  of  the  Oon- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  contained  in  a  pro- 
clamation of  that  year  on  this  very  subject 

Prior  to  hisdepartorethm  the  settlement  on 
the  Holston,  the  ancestor  of  tiie  petitloiMrs 
obtidned  a  permit  from  one  of  the  headmen  of 
the  teibe  to  pass  on  his  contemplated  voyage 
through  the  Indian  territory,  aooompanied  with 
erery  assnrance  of  protection  and  safety.  The 
oomnranity  in  wMoh  he  bad  resided  from  the 
fall  of  178T  until  Ua.y,  1788,  were  on  terms  of 
perfect  amity,  and  indeed  had  been  from  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell  up  to  that  time.  And, 
fbrther,  this  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it  should  not 
be  forgotten,  contained  the  following  remark- 
able provisions,  with  regard  to  onr  relations 
towards  the  Oherokees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to 
wit:  That  "the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  diall  have  the  aolnrnve  right  of 
regulating  the  trade  with  the  lagans,  and 
managing  all  their  affiurs,  in  such  manner  as 
tbey  think  proper;"  and,  again:  "UntU  the 
pleeeareof  Congress  be  made  known  req>ectins 
the  0th  article,  all  traders,  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the 
tribee  or  towns  of  the  Gherokees,  to  trade  with 
tiiem;  and  they  shall  tie  protected  ia  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kindly  treated." 

Ko  other  interconrse  regulations  had  been 
entered  into  with  this  tril^  previous  to  1788, 
and  ntme,  except  one  or  two  of  a  very  partial 
bearing,  np  to  the  general  interconrse  hiw  of 
1802,  which  has  regulated  our  interconrse  with 
an  the  Indi«D  tribes  from  that  to  tiie  present 
ttme.   It  ie  true  thoe  were  otiier  atipolatlmis 
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in  the  several  treaties  oondnded,  respectively, 
at  Holston  in  1701,  at  Philadelphia  in  1792  and 
1794,  and  at  Tellioo  in  October,  1798 ;  bat  none 
of  a  general  natnre  tonohing  this  point  There 
is  stiU  stronger  evidenoe  of  onr  peaoeaUe  relar 
tions  to  be  found  in  the  prodamaHon  of  Con- 
gress to  which  I  have  already  ^nded.  Ills 
prodamation  was  issued,  by  a  resolution  of 
Congress,  the  ad  day  of  September,  1788,  .In 
four  or  nve  months  after  the  plunder  of  the 
boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  uiecrew.  This 
proolamatioD,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  hold  in 
my  hand,  recognizes  and  reaffirms  the  obligOr- 
tions  and  binding  efficacy  of  the  treaty  of 
Hopewell,  without  the  lightest  comphdnt  with 
regard  to  any  breach  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
depredations  on  the  part  of  the  Indians;  in 
which,  also,  they  threaten  heavy  penalties 
ogidnst  any  of  the  dtizens  of  the  United  State* 
who  should  dare  to  InMnge  any  of  the  articles 
of  that  beaty.  It  is  evident,  from  the  langnsge 
of  this  procloma^on,  that  Congress  regarded 
the  Cherokees  in  a  state  of  amity  at  that  time; 
and,  from  what  we  have  stated  already,  it  is 
equally  evident  that  our  citizens  who  reuded 
on  the  borders  of  that  tribe  so  regarded  oar 
relations  at  the  same  period.  These  considera- 
tions seem  to  me  to  exclude  the  idea  of  the 
existence  of  a  state  of  war  at  the  date  of  the 
loss  sustfuned  by  the  petitioners.  The  several 
reports  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on 
this  subject,  in  somming  np  the  testimony  on 
this  point,  folly  concur  in  the  same  opinion. 
"  This  ia  an  application,"  says  the  able  churman 
of  this  eoaamtiUfij  "  to  be  paid  the  value  (tf 
property  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians  prior  to  the  enactment  of  laws  r^ulat- 
ing  trade  and  interoourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace  between  the  Oliero- 
kees  and  the  Uiuted  States."  Then,  the  act  of 
which  we  complain  has  not  been  regarded  by 
the  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked 
npon  as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  as 
some  of  the  gentlemen  have  styled  It,  a  state 
of  quan  war,  so  as  to  exclude  this  d^m  from 
a  Btvorable  consideration  by  Congress,  under 
the  established  jpolioy  of  the  Government. 

If  this  position  were  correct,  you  cannot 
conceive  of  any  poauble  case  in  which  those 
who  had  sastained  an  b^vrr  in  time  of  puoe 
by  Indka  treachery  ai^  vimenoe  could  obtain 
redress  fbr  the  kss'and  outrage ;  Ibr  the  obvloaa 
answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern* 
ment  does  not  indemnify  her  citizens  agidnst 
the  depredations  of  an  enemy  committed  in 
time  of  war.  The  act  of  hosdUty  complained 
of  creates  a  state  of  Indian  war,  because  Indiana 
never  make  formal  declarations  of  war,  like 
civilized  natitms ;  therefore,  the  indemnity  in 
this  particnlar  case  cannot  be  allowed.  This 
position  cannot  be  sostained  in  any  point  of 
view.  Kor  is  it  concsired  that  the  risk  and 
hazaid  which  Brown  encountered  by  descend- 
ing the  river  through  the  Cherokee  country  ia 
snob  a  departure  frtmi  a  coarse  of  due  propriety, 
and  frmn  tlie  obviooa  sense  of  the  existtng 
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treaty  r^nlttions,  as  to  oxdode  these  clainumts 
from  relief.  His  object — the  setttemeot  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory — was  lawful,  and  even 
oonuQendable.  He  had  obtained  a  pennit  from 
the  nation  to  pass  tfarmifl^  their  gronnds^  and 
the  proof  la,  that  lua  oondoct  towuds  the 
Indians  wiu  unexceptionable  in  all  things. 
This  is  altogether  niuike  tiie  case  of  a  trader, 
whose  o^ect  Is  to  gain  by  traffic.  He  sorely, 
then,  had  no^  1^  bis  own  conduct,  put  his  per- 
son and  his  property  without  the  pale  of  tiie 
protectlonef  nis  GoTenunent.  It  will  be  seen, 
by  inspecting  the  several  treaties  with  the 
Oherokees,  that  no  provisions  were  made  in 
any  of  them  to  satisfy  sucb  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent. But  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Tellico,  or,  as  it  is  more  familiarly  called,  the 
treaty  of  1798,  the  usual  remedy  between  the 
Indians  and  border  settlers,  which  is  that  of 
reprisal,  was  expresdy  taken  away,  leaving 
the  party  injured  irithont  any  Bominary  re- 
dress, and,  iimeed,  vithont  any  redress  at  all, 
unless  this  Government  shall  interpose  itn  pro- 
tection. It  is  provided  in  the  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1798  just  quoted,  that  "all  animosi- 
ties, agressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,"  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  first  conferences  in  that 
year,  "  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered 
or  demanded  on  either  side."-— -{Laws  of  the 
United  States,  vol.  1,  p.  834.)  By  this  treaty 
stipulation,  even  the  privilege  to  demand  their 
rights  of  the  Oherokees  was  expressly  taken 
away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the 
ordinary  remedy,  so  much  practised  on  the 
"Western  frontier,  of  reprisaL  It  does  seem  to 
me  most  clear  that  the  Government,  by  this 
act,  beoame  liabl&  in  good  Ihith,  to  satisfy  all 
hmafida  dalms  of  private  dtizens  agunat  the 
Oherokees,  tliat  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1798,  on  account  of  "  a^ressifnia,  thefUi,  and 
plunderings,  of  that  nation." 

Bat  it  is  ai^ed,  that  if  this  clum  should  be 
allowed,  a  new  policy  will  be  established  and 
introduced  into  our  legislation,  which  will  prove 
in  the  end  onerous  to  the  Government.  This 
position  is  so  far  from  being  correct  that,  if 
this  claim  be  r^ected,  it  will  change  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regard  to  such 
olainu,  for  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  do 
not  pretend,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  have  that  profound 
information  as  to  our  Indian  relations,  or  as  to 
preoedent  generally,  as  many  honorable  gwtie- 
men  who  bave  addraned  the  House  on  this 
•nbject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor 
the  means  necessary  to  soch  attunments.  But, 
in  examining  the  past  coarse  of  the  Govern- 
ment on  this  Bnt)jeot,  I  find  the  abrogate  sum 
of  twenty-one  thousand  and  eighty-six  dollars 
appropriated,  by  act  of  Congress  "approved 
fioth  March,  18S0,"  as  full  compensation  to 
certain  individuals  named  in  said  act,  for  horses 
stolen  and  property  destroyed  and  t^en  by 
the  Osage  Indians,  in  the  years  1816,  1817, 
1828.— (Vol  8,  Laws  of  U.  8.  294.)  And 
■gain,  in  the  year  1882, 1  find  the  sum  of  nine 
thonnod  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollare^pro- 
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priated  6y  act  <si  Congress  of  that  year,  to  be 
paid  to  the  l^ial  represwtatives  of  John  and 
James  Fettig^w,  for  depredations  committed 
on  the  private  property  of  the  Fettigrews; 
while  navigating  the  Tennessee  Biver  in  1794, 
with  interest  npoa  that  anm  at  tiie  rate  nz 
per  centum  per  annum,  from  tiie  date  of  tlie 
loss  snstaineo,  nntil  the  same  should  be  paid— 
[Here  Hr.  Saxsuw  asked  the  favor  of  the  Clerk 
to  read  the  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case 
of  the  Fettigrews,  which  he  did] — and  wliich 
Mr.  S.  said  was  ^ilar,  in  all  its  material  cir- 
cumstances, to  the  claim  now  nnder  considera- 
tion. The  loss  was  snst^ed  by  private  indi- 
viduals, while  descending  the  Tennessee  River, 
in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that 
tribe  of  Indians,  whUe  in  a  state  peace. 
Mr.  S.  Bud,  I  might  cite  many  other  cases  in 

Eoint,  from  Missouri  and  elsewhere,  which  I 
ave  before  me,  but  I  will  not  ooosume  the 
time  (tf  the  House  by  reciting  them.  I  shall 
derist^  aftw  afpdn  directing  tiie  attendon  of 
honorable  members  to  the  case  <rf  the  heirs  of 
James  Brown,  of  which  this  claim  is  a  counter- 
part, a  dnplicate,  which  in  fact  is  identical  with 
it  in  ail  its  circumstances.  [He  here  sent 
report  of  the  committee  in  Brown's  case  to  the 
Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]  I  am 
satisfied,  after  this  explanation,  that  it  must  be 
apparent  to  all,  that  whatever  may  be  done 
hereafter.  Congress  bas  repeatedly  heretofore 
granted  relief  m  many  cases  precisely  sinular 
to  the  one  made  out  in  this  f^plicatioa  ;  and, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, for  a  number  of  years  past,  without 
exception,  np  to  this  time,  to  do  so.  I  caooot, 
therefore,  see  why  tiiis  claim  of  the  widow 
and  orphans  <A  William  Anderson  shoold  be 
made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  well  established. 
Bat  I  am  apprehensive  that  the  prospet^ve 
claims  from  Florida  may  have  an  nndae  weight 
upon  the  minds  of  some,  in  deciding  npon  this 
clum.  Still  I  hope  they  will  not ;  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented. 
It,  however,  the  policy  of  the  Government, 
heretofore  pursued  with  regard  to  the  Cherokee 
depredations  committed  prior  to  the  treaty  of 
1796,  diould  appear  to  be  obviously  uigust,  I 
grant  it  should  t>e  abandmed.  But  I  cannot 
see  how  any  one  can  come  to  this  oradmiMi, 
so  as  to  make  this  small  d^m,  which  is  peih^s 
the  last  <rf  that  class,  an  exoeptiwi  to  a  rue 
which  has  so  lon^  prevailed. 

Mr.  EvEBBTT,  in  reply  to  the  aranmoita  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  (of  Mr.  Baix,  Mr.  Asblkt, 
and  Mr.  Shields,)  said  that,  since  the  debate 
of  yesterday,  he  had  examined  this  case,  and 
was  satisfied  tiierewas  no  foundation  in  princi- 
ple for  the  claim.  He  was  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  eoga^ng  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  an.  argument  dry  and  nninterestiog  in  itself^ 
more  espedally  in  opposition  to  a  claim  of  so 
trifiing  an  amonnt.  In  addition  to  this,  he  was 
asking  the  House  to  reverse  its  own  deciuon  in 
aoase  identical  with  this,  (the  bill  for  the  relief 
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of  Joflwh  Brown,  passed  in  1834.)  It  was 
reported  in  1683,  and  sanctitHied  hj  a  second 
T^mrt  in  1884  The  wport  in  the  weeent  case, 
made  at  the  Jast  session,  refers  to  that  case,  aod 
relies  cm  it  as  a  preoedent.  He  did  not  recculeet 
wbcrtber  the  case  of  Brown  nnderwent  a  dis- 
ciwsion.  It  was  reported  and  passed  while  he 
was  engaged  elsewhere  on  another  c<mimittee, 
and  was  now  for  the  first  time  brought  to  his 
notice;  and  the  importance  of  the  principles 
aasomed.  was  his  Sfxd<»y  fox  addrMring  the 
House,  and  constitnted  oulj  daim  to  their 
attrition. 

If  the  af^reasion  oomplained  of  was  on  act 
(rf  war,  the  principle  assumed  wonid  extend  to 
all  aggressions  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
This  principle  has  not  been  adopted  by  any 
Government.  The  decisions  of  Congress  have 
beea  nniform,  on  claims  for  snob  aggresedoos 
daring  the  revolutionary  and  late  wars.  If 
a  distinetion  U  taken  in  fovor  of  Indian 
Mgrcbriom,  the  prindple  will  extend  to  those 
cdT the  West  down  to  the  trea^  of  Greenville, 
(1796,)  to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and 
to  those  committed  and  committing  by  liie 
Creeks  and  SeminolM.  At  the  time  oi  this 
^  aggressiou  (1V86)  there  was  bat  little  ground 
for  a  distinction  between  Indian  and  foreign 
wars.  The  Indians  were  then  regarded  as 
ioreign  and  independent  nations;  they  were 
not  sorrounded  by  oar  settlements  nor  under 
oar  oontrd.  He  woold  refer  the  House -to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afilurs,  in 
1884,  on  the  case  of  Alfred  Stewart.  If  the 
•ggreesiwi  was  to  be  taken  as  otmunitted  in 
time  ci  peaoe,  the  principle  assnmed  would 
exteod  to  $mnmiooB  in  all  time  before  recc^- 
niiad  war.  it  would  be  an  antiiority  tor  the 
allow anoe  of  the  claims  for  the  Frencui  spoils 
tions  prior  to  1800. 

lir.  £:  said  he  should  meet  the  <daim  on  its 
strongest  ground ;  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
argument,  he  would  f^ve  the  claim  the  benefit 
of  the  admission  of  a  fact  left  doubtful  in  the 
report — that  the  aggreedon  was  committed  in 
time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (oontinaed  Mr.  E.) 
that  the  chum  is  for  an  aggression  committed 
not  on  the  person  but  on  the  property  of  the 
olaimant,  and  that  the  claim  derives  no  aid 
frma  the  hostile  ohartct«r  o£  the  aggresnon. 

Hie  ease,  then,  iaampl^  this:  ^ciaimant, 
in  1788;  with  the  aaaent  of  the  Oherokee  nation, 
was  Pfni%  down  the  Tennessee  Hirer,  within 
the  Cherokee  country,  with  his  property,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  trade,  but  with  the  sole 
Tiew  of  paadng  throng  the  country,  to  make 
a  aettiement  below  it^  when  his  properly  was 
fbrdbly  taken  from  htm  by  the  Cherokees; 
and  for  the  property  so  taken  he  cWma  eom- 
peosation.  On  what  principle?  Upon  the 
assumed  principle  that  the  Gtoremment  were 
bound  to  protect  its  citizens  agunst  Indian 
d^nedationa,  committed  even  in  the  Oherokee 
'  country ;  that  it  is  bound  to  seek  redress  for 
SDcii  depredations;  that  it  having  made  a  treaty 
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without  securing  such  redress,  or  having  by 
treaty  released  the  claim,  tliey  are  bound  to 
indemnify  the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foimdation 
even  for  the  assumption  of  these  prindples,  it 
should  appear  that  some  right,  secured  to  ue 
ddmant  by  treaty,  had  been  vioUted,  and  that 
the  Oovemment  had  in  fact  released  a  aubristing 
claim  for  indemnity.  I  shall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggresnon  was  not  in  violation  of  any 
right  secured  to  the  claimant  by  treaty ;  that 
no  subsisting  claim  has  been  released ;  and  that 
the  Qovemment  are  not  bound,  by  any  adapted 
principle  of  right  or  policy,  to  indemnify  the 
claimant 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1785,  was  the 
first  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  and  established 
our  first  relation  of  peace  with  that  tribe.  By 
the  9th  article  of  tnla  treaty  we  secured  the 
right  to  regolate  the  Indian  trade ;  and  the  10th 
article  provides  that,  "  until  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  be  known  reroeoting  the  9th  arti(^ 
all  traders,  citizens  of  tne  United  Statea,  shall 
have  liberty  to  go  to  any  of  the  tiibea  or  towna 
of  the  Cherokees,  to  trade  with  them,  and  shall 
be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property,  and 
kindly  treated."  The  5th  article  provides  that 
if  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
person,  not  being  an  Indian,  shall  ^iempt  to 
settle  on  their  hunting  grounds,  &c,  such  person 
shall  forfeit  the  protection  of  the  United  States. 
No  rights  were  secnred  to  citizens  to  go  into 
the  Cherokee  conntry  for  any  purpose  except 
that  of  trading  with  the  Cherokees;  protection 
was  secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  The  right  of  navigating  the 
Tennessee  Biver  was  not  secured  by  this  treaty, 
as  was  supposed  by  tiie  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nessee, QIt.  Bvll,)  but  by  t^e  treaty  of  1791. 
The  claimant  was  not  a  trader ;  he  was  not 
passing  through  the  Oherokee  country  for  tiiat 
purpose.  At  that  day  the  Indian  tnbee  were 
treated  with  as  foreign  nations ;  and  it  is  some- 
what singular  that  in  this  treaty  there  is  a  provi- 
sion relating  to  retaliation  or  reprisals,  in  case  ttf 
a  violation  of  the  treaty :  that  retaliation  shall 
not  be  practised  on  either  side,  except  where 
there  is  a  manifest  violation  of  tiiis  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of 
justice,  uid,  if  refused,  then  by  a  declaration 
of  hostilities." 

Persons  going  into  the  Cherokee  country  had 
no  other  security  than  the  treafy.  In  eVoT 
other  respect  they  sulnnitted  themselves  to  such 
usage  as  ndght  befidl  them,  without  having  any 
claim  to  oaU  on  tiie  Government  to  seek  redreea 
for  any  iifjury  eitiier  to  their  persons  or  property. 
The  Cherokees  m^  have  violated  their  faith 
pledged  to  Anderson,  but  not  the  treaty.  It  is 
not  mtended  to  s^  that  for  any  outrage  tiie 
C^overnment  might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand 
satisfaction;  but  that  an  individual  has  no 
right  to  demand  this  of  Ooveniment,  except 
for  the  violation  of  a  right  secured  by  treaty. 
It  may  here  be  proper  to  refer  to  the  case  of 
Pettigrew  and  Scott— (Report  of  March  28, 
1882.)  The  report  in  that  ease  is  based  on 
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two  &o^  which  are  irenting  in  this  oaae:  that 
the  anreBston  was  oonunttted  in  1704,  wHen 

desodnaiDg  &e  Tennusee  River,  in  violation 
of  a  right  secored  by  the  treaty  of  17'91 ;  and 
that  the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in  sidja- 
faction  of  that  aggression.  They  appear  to 
hare  inferred  the  la^  &ot  rather  from  evidence 
of  what  occurred  pending  the  treaty  ttum  from 
the  treaty  itself. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  a^ession 
was  in  1788.  The  next  material  fact  is  that 
war  immediately  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
1791.  Whatever  claims  the  Government  might 
have  had  against  the  Cherokees,  even  for  vida- 
tions  of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  the  war. 
It  is  the  remedy  sought  by  the  parties  for  tibe 
ndresB  of  all  iqjories.  Admit,  then,  for  the 
sake  of  the  argument,  tiuA  a  right  of  the  cUum- 
ant,  secured  by  treaty,  had  been  violated,  and 
that  the  Government  were  bound  to  seek  re- 
dress, the  act  of  war  was  the  measure  by  wliidi 
redress  was  sought — the  highest  act  to  which  a 
nation  can  resort  And  whether  they  in  fact 
obtain  redress  must  depend  on  the  fate  of  war. 
But  no  Government  guarantees  the  result  Its 
duty  is,  by  all  reasonable  means  consistent 
with  the  best  interest  of  the  community,  to 
seek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  con- 
tinue a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The 
er  interest  of  the  country  must  control; 
if  this  requires  that  a  peace  should  be 
made  without  obt^ning  redress,  the  loss  must 
be  submitted  to.  The  Qovemment  is  bound 
raly  to  use  its  best  efforts ;  these  failing,  the 
<»tizen  must  submit  to  the  fate  of  war. 
however,  a  satisfaction  be  obtained,  la  part  or 
in  whole,  the  Qovemment  is  bound  to  distribute 
it  amoDg  the  cl^ants.  The  claimants  for  the 
French  spoliations  prior  to  1800  base  their 
ol^ms  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  se- 
cored  by  treaty  were  violated ;  and  that  the 
Government,  by  treat?,  have  released  those 
ohdm&  in  consideration  of  an  equivalent  The 
Issue  is  made  on  the  equivalent;  but  if  the 
principle  now  assumed  be  admitted,  this  issue 
beoomes  immaterial.  They  will  be  entitled  to 
relief,  though  an  equivalent  was  not  obtidned, 
heoanse  it  was  not  obtained. 

By  the  treaty  of  Holston,  of  1791,  an  end 
was  put  to  the  war,  withont  any  stipulation  for 
satisfaction  for  prior  agressions  on  property. 
It  provides  for  the  mutual  restoration  of  prison- 
ers only.  This  e^plied  to  no  species  of  prop- 
erty. The  treaty  of  1785  provided  not  only  for 
the  restoration  of  prisoners,  but  contained  the 
further  provision :  '*  They  shall  also  restore  all 
the  n^oes  and  other  property  taken  during 
the  late  war."  The  treaty  of  1791  was  simply 
a  treaty  of  peace,  not  of  indemnity.  "  There 
shall  bis  perpetual  peace  and  firiendship  be- 
tween," &0.  "  AQ  admodties  fin-  past  griev- 
looes  shall  bencefbrth  cease."  The  efi)Mt  of 
the  aot  of  peace  itself  was  to  bury  all  past 
animodtiBB.  Itforedosed  all  oldmon  the  part 
the  Govemment  or  its  dt^zens  for  past  iqju- 
riea ;  all  right  oeased,  and  no  subsequent  treaty 


ooold  affeo^  them,  nideaa  th^  were  mpmaiy 

recognized  or  asnuned. 


Satubi)1.t,  January  7. 

The  honorable  ICr.  Gbouoit,  member  flram 
the  State  of  Uississippi,  appeared,  was  qnali- 
fied,  and  took  his  seat 

Beaeendanta  qf  Jame$  Brown, 
The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  SmxLsa, 

EvEBETT,  and  Ward,  when 
Mr.  Howell  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

ordering  tiie  bill  to  be  engrossed ;  which  were 

ordered  and  were — ^yeas  62,  nays  96.  Bo  the 

bill  was  r^eoted. 


ICoHDAT,  January  9. 

Ibreign  AutKon, 

Mr.  Adaus  sfud  he  was  desirous  to  make  Qte 

gineral  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  the 
oose  was  diarged  with  a  petition  from  tiie 
authors  of  Great  Britun  to  the  Oongreas  of  the 
United  States.  If  any  gentleman  was  charged 
with  such  a  petition,  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  notldng 
further  to  state;  he  did  not  ^ow  but  that  * 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  (Mr.  Ouibbelbhg)  had  such  a  petitioD 
in  his  hands. 

Mr.  A.  ezpUdned  that  his  reason  fiir  making 
the  inquiry  was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
&om  a  respectable  person  in  England,  IGss 
Harriet  Martineau,  enclosing  a  printed  addresa 
or  petition  from  certun  authors  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States ;  and 
although  the  request  was  very  distinct  tliat  he 
would  fkvor  the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no 
positive  request  was  made  that  he  would  preeeot 
It  As  the  petition  was  merely  a  printea  p^r, 
without  any  rignature,  he  did  not  feel  hunself 
at  liberty  to  present  it,  if^  as  he  presumed,  there 
was  in  the  poaeesdon  of  any  otiier  member  of 
the  Hooseu  who  would  present  it,  a  petiti<Mi 
rcKnlarly  signed. 

Mr.  QuBBBLXHa  said  he  had  no  such  paper 
in  his  poesessnon. 

And  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  othw 
member  was  charged  wiui  the  presratation  <tf 
the  same,  Mr.  Adams  said  he  would  wait 
another  week  or  two ;  and  if  a  formel  petition 
should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  the  one  wlUoh  had  been  forwarded  to 
him. 


Wedsssiut,  January  11. 

Surphu  Snenm. 

Mr.  OAnmuHO,  fhm  the  Committee  ct 
Wtqrs  and  Ibans^  made  a  report,  aooompanied 
W  A  bill,  cm  the  sut^eot  <tf  the  sorplns  reveDoe. 
The  title  of  the  latter  was  "  a  bill  to  rodooe  the 
rereaue  of  the  UiUted  States  to  the  wants  ct 
the  Govemment" 
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lb.  OwEire  remarked  that  as  this  was  a  very 
important  report,  as  well  as  the  aocompanyioff 
bill,  he  would  move  that  both  be  read ;  wnich 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  read  by  tbe 
Oferk.   The  bill  is  as  follows : 

**  A  UD  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  Statee 
to  the  muits  of  the  GoTemmeut 
**Be  it  enacted,  otc,  That  from  and  after  the  80th 
day  ftf  September  nez^  in  all  cases  where  dutiea  are 
iinpoted  on  foreign  ImpOBtB  1^  the  act  of  the  Htb 
of  July,  18S2,  entiUed  *  An  act  to  alter  and  amend 
the  sererml  acts  impofling  daUes  on  imposts,'  or  by 
any  other  act,  AaS\  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on 
the  Ttlue  tberecrf",  one-third  part  of  such  ezceas  sbiU 
be  deducted;,  from  and  after  the  Slst  of  March, 
1S38,  one-half  of  Uie  residue  of  such  excess  shall  be 
deducted ;  and  on  the  80th  of  September,  1838,  the 
other  half  absll  be  deducted,  any  thing  in  the  act 
of  Sd  Of  Harch,  1888,  to  tfie  contiaiy  notwittulaad- 
ing. 

"  Sac  %  Aitd  b«  it  furtker  anaeted,  That  from 
and  after  the  80th  of  September  next,  the  duties  on 
salt  and  coal  Bfaall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
pealed." 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  and  the 
reading  of  the  report  being  conclnded — 

Hr.  Cakbbeuno  moved  that  the  bill  be  com- 
mitted to  a  CJommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report 
be  printed. 

Mr.  Lawbkscr  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  the 
minority  of  that  committee  upon  this  subject, 
he  hoped  he  might  be  permitted,  in  the  ontset, 
to  e^««  his  entire  dissent  from  the  principles 
laid  down  both  in  the  Inll  and  in  the  report 

SiTf  aaid  ICr.  L.,  this  Ib  a  measure  of  great 
in^ortaaoe— no  less  than  a  UU  to  rednce  the 
reromes  of  this  ooontry,  which  were  proposed 
hy  the  law  of  1832  not  to  be  rednced  till  1842 ; 
that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half  from  this  time. 
It  was,  he  repeated,  a  bill  to  bring  down  the 
revenaea  of  the  country,  in  the  short  period  of 
ei^teen  months,  as  mnch  aa  was  proposed  by 
the  law  of  1832  in  five  years  and  a  half.  He 
wi^ed,  therefore,  the  members  of  the  Honse  to 
reflect  for  a  moment  npoa  the  piinciples  con- 
tuned  in  that  report,  and  those  contoined  in 
the  bill.  He  pnt  the  qnestton  to  the  members 
of  that  Hoose,  whether  there  was  any  serioas, 
any  abkiing  feeting  there  that  that  bill  was  to 
beoome  the  lav  of  the  land.  This  question 
ahonld  be  anawwed ;  for  the  bill  was  of  so  mnch 
inqtortanoe  that  it  was  a  necessary  dnty  that 
Honse  owed  to  the  oomitry  that  it  should  he 
■dvised  that  soch  legislation  was  contemplated 
iqwn  the  great  interests  of  the  conntiy. 

What  was  to  be  the  effect,  merely,  of  simply 
r^rting  this  bill  nowf  It  was  to  create  a 
panic  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
What  was  its  present  state,  from  Maine  to 
Georgia  f  What  was  the  state  of  oor  finances  1 
How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  peonoiary 
facilities  t  Why,  that  in  all  the  great  com- 
merdal  cities  of  the  East,  (and  he  understood 
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it  to  be  worse  and  higher  in  the  new  States,) 
money  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  or  thirty  per 
cent,  per  annum.  Sir,  said  he,  there  is  already, 
a  panic,  growing  otit  of  the  pecnliar  condition 
in  which  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been 
placed,  and  the  efiiwt  of  the  proposition  then 
before  the  House  was  to  increase  that  panic ; 
and  how  ?  Tou  come  down  here,  and  propose 
a  redtictton  upon  all  articles  of  import  of  ten 
per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cmt  more  in 
six  months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  cent,  more 
in  the  ensning  six  months. 

Mr.  Makit,  of  New  Tork,  raised  the  point  of 
order,  whether  the  merits  of  the  bill  wra«  open 
to  debate  at  this  Incipient  stage. 

Mr.  Lawbkhok  would  go  through  in  one 
moment 

[Cries  of  "  Go  on  I  go  on  1 "  from  several 
parts  of  the  House.] 

Hr.  Mann  remarked  that  the  debate  was  en- 
tirely irregular ;  bnt  if  the  House  were  disposed 
that  it  should  go  «i,  it  could,  of  course,  so 
order. 

Mr.  Lawbkvcb  said  he  intended  to  conclude 
his  remarks  by  moving  to  la^  the  hill  on  the 
table.  He  proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to 
a  few  gentlemen  of  that  Honse  on  the  subject 
He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Representatives  from 
the  State  of  Penntylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure ;  he  hoped  it  was  not ;  but  he  appealed  to 
the  members  from  that  State,  and  asked  them 
if  they  were  ready  to  sanction  and  adopt  the 
doctrines  of  that  bill  and  report  He  appealed 
next  to  the  members  fi'om  the  State  of  New 
Tork.  He  had  been  told  that  that  State  was 
in  fhvor  of  the  system,  hut  he  did  not  believe 
it  He  knew  there  were  many  gentlemen  from 
that  State  on  that  floor  in  fovor  of  this  system ; 
bnt  a  m^ority  of  her  people,  he  had  no  nenta- 
tion  in  s^ing,  so  &r  as  he  knew  them^  never 
would  sustain  ^e  doctrines  set  forth  m  that 
report 

[Mr,  Mann  exdumed,  he  knows  very  little, 
then,  about  the  sentiments  of  that  pei^Ie  I] 

Mr.  L.  also  appealed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and 
to  all  t^e  ^n^at  and  growing  States  of  the  West, 
if  they  had  no  interest  in  this  question.  Was 
tiiere  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor,  truly  repre- 
senting his  constituents,  who  would  get  up  in 
his  pmce,  and  say  he  was  willing  to  place  l^e 
whole  industry  of  his  country  upon  the  same 
foundation  as  that  of  foroign  natintst  He 
could  anticipate  their  answer.  It  would  be  in 
the  negative.  He  appealed  next  to  New  Eng- 
land, to  the  whole  of  New  England ;  he  woidd 
appeal  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  whose  dele- 
gation composed  a  portion  of  the  adminiatratlon 
party  in  that  House,  if  they  would  dare  ^ 
home  to  their  constituents  with  this  report  m 
their  hands,  and  say  to  them,  **  this  is  our  doo- 
trine ;  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it" 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sus^ined  for  an  hour 
if  they  did  so.  When  he  appealed  to  New  Eng- 
landj  he  was  aware  there  was  a  diversity  of 
o^Qion  upon  this  sahjeot;  hut  he  was  oonfl* 
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dent  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion  on  one 
point;  and  that  was,  that  this  extraordinary 
rednctioD,  brought  forward  at  Has  time,  and 
under  th«  circamstanoei^  was  without  the 
riiadow  of  a  plea  for  it, 

What  bad  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasnry  f  What  did  the  departments 
wy  ?  Did  not  they  tell  them  that,  In  their 
opinion,  the  rerenne  wonld  fall  short  daring 
the  present  year  ?  Did  not  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasnry,  after  making  his  estimates,  (and 
who  knew  better  ?)  state  that  the  revenne,  after 
the  appropriation  made  on  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber next,  wonld  be  short  at  least  three  millions 
of  dollars  f  And  what  did  they  know  abont 
the  revenue  of  1888?  Who  conld  say  what 
wonld  he  derived  from  the  customs  or  from  the 
pnblic  lands  ?  Who  conld  tell  what  contingen- 
cies might  arise  in  that  interval  ? 

Again  he  denonnoed  the  bill  as  a  monstrous 
measure,  fraosbt  with  the  moat  dangotras  oon- 
aeqnences,  and  whoee  effeot  would  be  to  weak- 
en, if  not  break  down,  the  bonds  of  confidence 
and  credit  which  ought  mutually  to  subsist 
between  men  and  communities.   He  again  and 

r'  a  reiterated  his  iq>peal  to  gentlemen  of  the 
inistration  party  from  Pennsylvania,  Con- 
necticut, and  New  Hampshire,  &o.,  to  come  out 
and  avow  if  they  were  in  favor  of  this  bill,  or 
that  they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to  show 
that  the  principles  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be 
attempted  in  this  country  until  a  corresponding 
feeling  bad  been  exhibited  by  Great  Britain  and 
the  continent  of  Europe ;  for  &ej  taxed  for* 
dgn.  articles  most  heftvdy,  partioulariy  tobaooo, 
bacon  and  hama,  coals,  ie.  He  was  referring 
to  the  British  tariff  on  imported  artides,  when 
The  Oha»  interposed,  and  said  the  whole 
merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open  at  that  stage. 

3fr.  Lawbbnob  wished  to  speak  of  the  effects 
of  sending  this  bill  ont  to  the  people,  and,  after 
doing  so,  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  CnAiE  had  merely  apprised  the  gentie- 
man  that  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  not  open 
on  a  motion  to  print  and  refer  it. 

Ur.  Lawbknoe  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reject 
it  would  be  in  order. 
The  Ohaib  replied,  not  in  that  stiue. 
Ur.  Ihgbbsoix,  Wonld  It  be  in  ar&c  to  more 
its  indefinite  postponement  f 

The  Ohaib.  That  moticm  would  be  in  order ; 
but  the  motion  to  laj^  on  the  table  wonld  take 
precedence. 

Hr.  Ihokbsoix.  Wonld  tha(  motion  open 
the  discussion  ? 

The  Chaib  replied,  that  a  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  opened  the  whole  merits  of  a  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  Lawbenob  then  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

[A  most  animAted  disousBhrn  then  took  place  on 
the  whole  mcvtts  of  the  bill,  iuvdvh^  the  three- 
fold qaestions  of  protection  to  manafactorea,  snr- 
pluses  to  divide,  and  limiting  the  revenue  to  the 
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BfceiiMiy  wpport  of  the  Goremment.  Tbe  geatle- 
nien  who  engiged  in  this  diacwnon,  were ;  If  csml 
Lftwreoce,  CuDbrelei^,  Mann  of  New  York,  Inger- 
soQ,  Yanderpod,  HcKay,  Kerca,  Beed,  Craig, 
Adams,  Bell,  Tbomaa,  Yintmi,  Owens,  Tonoey,  Eotb- 
eriaod,  Conrin,  Oalbraith,  HoUenberg,  Ctlboon,  and 
FttUm.  Amotion  to  kyttiel^  on  the taUewM 
then  made  ind  decided  as  foUowB :} 

Tkas.— Meflsra,  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Aa> 
thony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaamont,  Bdl,  Black,  Bnid, 
Bordeo,  Briggs,  Baefaanan,  J.  Calboon,  W.  R  Gd> 
honn,  0.  Cbunbers,  J.  Chambers,  Cbetwood,  Obilds, 
Clark,  Crane,  Coding,  Darlington,  Benny,  Erana, 
Everett,  Fowler,  French,  <MbraiU^  R.  Oariand, 
Gnnger,  Orenndl,  B.  Ball,  Baid,  Bartan,  Haiper, 
S.  S.  flarriflon,  Baseltine,  flendetaon,  fldster.  Boar, 
Bowell,  Bobley,  Hunt,  Inger8<dl,  Ingham,  Joiea, 
Jenifer,  R.  M.  Jobnsrai,  Henry  Jcduuoii,  K%ore, 
Lawong,  L«port«,  Lawrence,  T.  Lee,  lincda,  J. 
Uann,  Samson  Haaon,  Maoiy,  VcKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  MorriB,  Mohlenberg,  Faiker,  D.  3. 
Pearee,  J.  A.  Fearee,  Feaison,  Fettigrew,  Phelpa, 
PbilUpe,  I^ckens,  Potta,  Reed,  BdSseU,  Sdienc^  W. 
B.  Shepord,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Steele,  Storer, 
Sndieriand,  Toooey,  Tomer,  Yint^m,  Wagener,  Ward- 
well,  Waahbigton,  E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  WUttkaey, 
TooDg — 98. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Boiddbi, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bums,  Bpiam,  Oambrdeng, 
Campbell,  Corr,  Carter,  Caaey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Chifiin,  N.  B.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  B.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Crug,  Cramw,  Cusbman,  Davis, 
Dawsmi,  Beberry,  Dontdeday,  DroBwoi^  Dtmlap, 
Efiwr,  Ehntwe,  Fairfidd,  Forester,  ^7,  FoUer,  J. 
Garland,  Qbolson,  Oillet,  Olascot^,  Gr^iam,  Grant 
land,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Boley,  J.  Ball,  Bamer,  Ban* 
n^an,  A.  G.  Barrison,  Bavkins,  Baynes,  Boleey, 
Bolt,  Bopkins,  Boward,  Bontington,  Hanteman, 
Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kliiigen* 
smith,  Lano,  Lawler,  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewia, 
Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A  Mann,  Martin,  W. 
Maaon,  M.  Mason,  McComaa,  McKay,  McKeoa,  Ve- 
Kim,  MoLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Motgan,  Owes^ 
Page,  Pariu,  Patterson,  Fatton,  F.  Pierce,  Peyton, 
Finckney,  Bendier,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Bey- 
noldfl,  Kchardson,  Bobertaon,  Rogers,  A  B.  Sbep- 
perd.  Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  Taliafiara, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Tbompson,  Turrill, 
YaoderiweL  Ward,  Webstn,  Wedts,  L.  Williaii^ 
Wise,  Tell— lir 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  bin  should 
not  be  lud  on  the  table. 


TuBSDAT,  January  17. 

Exectitivt  Adminittration — Mr,  Wite't 
Baolution. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  ocmnderatioit 
of  the  resolution  hereti^we  offiBred  by  Ifr. 

WiSB. 

ytx,  MoKbon  sud  tbe  reading  of  the  reeotn- 
tioQ  must  bring  to  the  attention  of  tbe  Hoose 
the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  its  time  had 
been  expended  upon  tiie  discussion  of  the  vari- 
ous topics  which  had  been  introdnced  into  the 
debate.  He  was  deeply  impressed  with  th« 
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neoeeat^  of  OMifining  any  remarks  he  might 
offer  vitUiL  a  narrow  compass.  He  assured 
th«  Hoiue  that  nothing  would  have  induced 
him  to  prolong  a  dehate  alrcadj  too  much  ex- 
tended, except  that  justice  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  to  himself  required  htm  to  noUce 
some  of  the  observations  nude  in  the  course  of 
the  debate. 

When  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Yii^ginia  (Mr.  Wibk)  was  introdnoed,  I  Tiewed 
it,  said  MX,  MoK.,  as  a  measure  novel  in  its 
character,  and  one  calculated  to  establish  a 
preeedent  which  might  hereafter  he  perverted. 
In.  Ihe  phraseology  of  the  reaolation,  I  aaw  a 
power  of  unlimited  extent  intrusted  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House.  I  am  not  of  that  school 
which  insists  upon  a  search  warrant  to  authorize 
yoa  to  examine  your  public  offices ;  hat  I  can- 
not hnthelieve  that,  if  yon  intend  to  examioe  any 
matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  puh- 
lio  agents  discharge  the  duties  of  their  appoint- 
ment, yon  will  require  something  more  than  a 
resolution  of  this  House.  What  does  the  origi- 
nal-resolution propose!  To  examine  into  tbe 
official  and  unofficial  oondnot  of  those  who  are 
directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the  pnUio 
departmeotaL  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be 
alk>tted  to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is 
the  inquisitorial  tribunal  yon  propose  to  create. 
If  we  appoint  the  committee,  how  can  it  pro- 
ceed in  the  discharge  of  its  doty!  The  power 
of  this  House  can  go  no  farther  than  to  examine 
into  the  official  induct  of  those  who  are  in 
office,  who  receive  their  compensation  at  your 
hands,  and  who  are  liable  to  censure  and  re- 
moval for  any  breach  of  duty.  In  every  point 
connected  with  your  public  offices,  in  every 
matter  of  an  official  character,  yon  have  the 
right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  ex- 
amination ;  bat  when  yon  will  attempt  to  in- 
quire into  tiie  mioffioial  oondnot  of  a  public 
officer,  or  to  malce  the  w^e-spread  Investigation 
propoeed  by  the  reeolntioUf  the  sacoeas  <»  your 
mvestigatioa  wUI  depend  more  upon  the  die* 
poaitioB  of  those  who  may  be  called  before  the 
committee  than  on  any  power  of  this  House  to 
compel  them  to  satisfy  your  inquiries.  You 
will  search  in  vain  for  a  preceaent  for  this 
movement  in  parliamentary  history ;  hut'  you 
may  find  oqo  elsewhere.  There  can  be  found 
one  direotion  to  which  it  bears  a  strict  resem- 
blance. The  command  of  this  Hoaae  to  the 
committee  may  be  found  in  that  of  Dogberry 
to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  resolution  to  com- 
prehend all  vagrom  men,"  and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stand  according  to  order.  Let  it  be 
oonddered  that  we  have  several  standing  o(»n- 
aitteea^  whoee  duty  it  is  to  investigate  tiie  af- 
Mrs  of  yoor  departments.  Let  it  he  oondder- 
ed,  also,  the^  but  a  few  days  since,  we  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the 
gwfleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Qasland,)  which 
eomndttee  is  daily  engaged  in  the  examination 
of  one  of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  this  reso- 
lution. Yes,  nr,  the  very  point  which,  I  be- 
iievc^  aoMHding  to  the  mover  (tfthis^potttkm, 
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gave  rise  to  this  proposed  investigation.  But 
in  addition  to  these  means  which  are  within 
oar  power,  the  amendment  of  the  genUeman 
from  Rhode  Island  is  offered.  That  amendment 
is,  in  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  objections 
which  may  be  made  to  the  original  proposition. 
It  is  in  accordance  with  parliamentMy  prac- 
tice. It  is  no  part  of  the  outy  of  a  Legislature 
to  midert^e  an  ex^oring  expedition  in  search 
of  abuses  ;  bat  if  abuses  are  chaived,  it  be- 
comes a  solemn  duty  to  investigate  tatm.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  befim 
which  chai^  can  be  made,  and  to  examine 
into  the  truth  of  those  charges.  Suppose  a 
petition  was  presented  to  this  House,  and  refer- 
red to  one  oftite  appropriate  committees,  pray- 
ing an  examination  into  the  msnner  in  which 
yoQr  pablic  officers  discharge  their  duties,  and 
setting  forth  that  abases  existed.  Your  com- 
mittee wonld  ask  the  petitioners  for  specific 
charges,  and  if  they  were  produced  the  exami- 
nation would  be  made.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  they  wonld  inquire  of  your  different 
departments  and  bureaus  fbr  something  to  sus- 
tain the  dUegatioa  of  the  petitioners. 

But,  sir,  it  appears  that  your  stanffii^;  com- 
mittees, your  select  ocnmnittee,  the  amend- 
ment, wUI  not  be  satisfactory.  Kothlng  will 
give  sufficient  latitude  hut  tho'original  resolu- 
tion. I  prefer  sustaining  the  amendment,  be- 
lieving it  cannot  be  perverted  hereafler  into  a 
dangerous  precedent;  but  if  that  cannot  be 
adopted,  I  shall  not  be  found  denying  investi- 
gation. I  am  willing  to  ^ve  every  facility,  and 
to  afford  ample  means,  to  pursue  the  desired 
examination;  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  correspondence  of  yonr  public  offices  hid 
open.  As  the  representatives  of  the  people, 
we  are  bound  to  guard  every  department  We 
are  boand  to  pour  light  into  every  portion  of 
this  Government.  It  is  due  not  only  to  the 
country,  but  to  the  hioumbents,  to  those  on  this 
floor  who  wish  the  exanunation,  that  some  de- 
c^on  should  be  had  on  this  sn^ect  and  that 
without  delay.  The  debate  which  has  arisen 
upon  this  resolution  has  resuscitated  tiie  denun- 
ciations and  charges  which  we  had  reason  to 
believe  were  long  since  btaried.  I  have  been 
surprised  to  observe  the  course  of  the  .present 
discussion.  The  same  accusations  of  corrup- 
tion, of  proscription,  and  of  obuses  of  every 
nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last  sesdon, 
with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approach- 
ing poUtioal  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the 
present  oocadon.  We  ought  to  snsi>ect  that 
our  Ate  has  been  that  of  Rip  Van  Winkle; 
that  we  have  been  deeping  quietly  while  the 
thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  ftr  than  any 
which  revwberatea  through  the  Catakill,  hare 
been  pealing  over  us,  ana  we  have  been  un- 
conscious of  the  presidential  oonteEit  which  has 
just  closed.  If  there  is  to  be  a  repetition 
of  those  cliarges,  it  is  full  time  we  should  he 
aroused.  I  have  sought  for  new  statement^ 
hat  none  are  oSerei.  Let  it  be  remembered 
that  the  same  representati^Hu  which  are  made 
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now  were  nude  before  tiie  struggle  commenced ; 
ibat  the  same  evidenoe,  austuDed  by  ibe  aid  of 
the  same  distingnished  gentlent^  was  lali  be- 
fore the  people  of  this  coantry,  and  that  the 
people  snpported  him  against  whom  these 

g charges  were  intended  to  operate.  Whj  do 
enuemen  stop  even  nowl  Why  do  they 
aitt  'Why  not  cross  the  Rubicon  t  There  is 
still  remedy  left.  If  outrages  npon  the  consti- 
tution, if  violations  of  the  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, have  been  committed,  why,  instead  of 
making  the  accusation,  is  not  ^e  iodtvidual 
who  is  the  author  of  these  evils  made  liable  to 
the  consequences  of  impeachment  f  If  he  has 
violated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  citizens,  any 
of  the  rights  of  any  branch  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  why  is  he  not  placed  in  a  ritnalion  where 
lie  will  be  required  to  defend  h^s  pubUo  charac- 
ter from  these  aoensations  t  If  we  have  watch- 
ful sentinels  on  the  ramparts  of  constitntiooal 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sound  the  alarm,  but 
let  them  seize  upon  him  whom  they  represent 
to  be  an  enemy  of  the  country.  That  country 
has  a  right  to  demand  this  movement  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of  preserv- 
ing its  interests  from  violation.  Nothing  is 
easier  than  to  denounce.  We  ask  for  the  evi- 
denoes  to  support  the  charges  they  make — we 
ask  for  action.  The  Executive  has  been  repre- 
sented as  a  violator  of  his  plighted  ftuth,  as  one 
who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  us  look  to 
his  inaugural  address,  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered as  aa  exposition  of  the  pcSky  which 
wonld  characterize  fais  adndnistr^ion.  In  re- 
gard to  your  foreign  policy,  he  had  stated  that 
ne  would  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culti- 
vate fHendshIp  with  all  nations  on  honorable 
terms,  and  to  adjust  oar  differences  in  the  for- 
bearing spirit  becoming  a  powerfhl  nation, 
rather  than  the  sensibility  belonging  to  a  gal- 
lant people.  Has  this  been  fulfified  ?  Do  you 
find  the  violation  of  thtei  pledge  in  the  elevated 
position  which  our  country  sustains  amongst 
the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  He  pledged  himself 
to  a  spirit  of  compromise,  equity,  and  caution, 
in  regard  to  your  tarifi;  by  the  promotion  of 
agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufactures ;  and 
if  any  encooragemMt  should  be  given,  it  was 
only  to  those  arUelcs  which  might  be  found 
essential  to  our  national  independence.  Let 
his  Messages  to  Congress  show  how  far  he  has 
labored  to  discharge  tiiis  pledge.  He  avowed 
his  determination  to  reform  abuses,  by  depend- 
ing for  the  promotion  of  the  public  service  not 
on  the  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  the  in- 
tegrity, the  zeal,  of  pnbHo  o£Bcers.  Let  the 
consequences  of  the  toils  of  those  agents,  visible 
in  the  negotiation  of  foreign  treaties,  and  in 
the  happy  results  of  the  futliful  discharge  of 
duties  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on 
tills  |>oint  He  promised  to  facilitate  the  ez- 
tingnishment  of  the  public  debt.  Has  that  been 
discharged  I  Does  not  the  contest  here  for  the 
divi^tm  ot  an  immense  surplus  in  your  Treaa- 
ury  speak  for  him  on  this  subject?  Has  not, 
dQiing  this  admiidstntion,  tiie  novel  qwstacle 
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been  presented  to  the  worid  of  an  immeon 
republic,  unshackled  with  a  national  debtl 
When  the  violence  of  political  feeling  shall  hm 
subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be  giYenof 
the  present  administration;  and  1^  as  aome 
gentiemeu  insist,  the  coming  admiiustraticii 
wilt  be  but  a  continuation  of  the  poli^  of  At 
present,  the  country  may  be  oongratuuted  on 
the  prospect  of  a  career  of  brilliancy  and  pros- 
perity. It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  fdxj 
which  seeks  to  enlaige  the  libuties  of  mij 
citizen,  and  to  promote  tiie  wd&re  of  tu 
Union. 

Tho  corruption  which  exists  in  the  Gonra- 
ment  is  a  fruitful  theme.  The  diotatioD  <tf  tiw 
Executive,  and  bis  interferenee  with  the  <lee> 
tivo  frwohise,  have  been  blaxoned  forth  to  At 
world.  if  we  have  had  a  ^ctatw,  he  be« 
but  little  resemblance  to  tiie  Bvlla  <tf  ctiier 
days.  The  Roman  retired  wh«i  the  aristocrat 
had  been  armed  with  the  sceptre,  but  cgu  di^ 
tator  is  about  to  surrender  his  trust  when  the 
democracy  is  triumphant.   Do  gentlemec  eii|>- 

re  that  the  intelligence  of  this  countrj  is  to 
deceived  with  this  outcry  ?  May  ws  lA 
when  and  where  this  diction  took  plant 
Who  were  the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the 
States  that  submitted  to  his  commands  t  Ve 
hear  of  Tennessee  t   That  State  did  not  yote 
for  the  individual  who  is  said  to  have  obtajned  ■ 
his  election  by  the  dictation  of  the  Exeentin 
If  the  dictation  of  the  Presidoit  was  d  tny 
avul,  it  must  have  been  anifJlad  not  only  vitli 
omnipotence,  but  omnipresence.   Its  resoltsan 
seen  in  Maine,  and  at  the  same  time  in  lam- 
ana — in  the  Atiantio  States  and  in  jonr  ftr 
West   This  charge  (let  gentlemen  eonuder)  of 
dictation  and  of  corruption  reaches  not  odj" 
the  Executive,  but  at  those  above  tiiat  Eimo- 
tive.   The  poisoned  arrows  which  arescattena 
strike  not  only  those  against  whom  they  arc 
aimed,  but  at  tiie  body  of  tiie  American  people. 
If  there  are  cormptors,  where  are  the  oorrart- 
ed  i   Are  we  to  seek  for  them  aiuonKSt  tw 
honest  yeomanry  of  the  land  ?   Is  this  degnd- 
ing  character  to  be  given  to  our  coontrymenl 
I  trust  we  ^e  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  mean- 
ly of  our  fellow-citizena  as  obe^ent  darw, 
obeying  the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  Ih 
sin  of  the  Executive  has  been  that  he  moved  in 
unison  witii  the  people,  and  for  this  he  is  dt- 
nounced.   This  is  his  crime,  in  the  eyes  of  hu 
opponents,    I  cannot  believe  that  his  oooree 
will  at  any  time  be  deemed  unpatriotic,  w 
prejudicial  to  the  institutions  of  our  oommon 
country. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allnaons 
which  have  been  made  to  the  President  duniig 
this  det>ate.  The  gentieman  from  Vlrghoa 
(Mr.  Wise)  baa  traced  his  course  from  the 
period  of  his  ewly  obscurity  to  the  present  ex- 
alted station  which  he  now  holds.  From  to 
rise  in  humbleness,  be  has  found  the  tenor  of 
his  life  a  broad  and'swe^ing  current,  rolBoff 
onward  under  the  living  nght  d  day  and  the 
steady  gaze  of  the  natim.  Fanlldlsareson^; 
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bat  where  t  Ar«  thej  sought  for  amongst  the 
ptttriots  whose  repatationa  are  iaterwovea  with 
the  bri^t«st  epo6t»  of  the  pasti  Are  they 
found  in  some  brilfiant  example  of  devotion  to 
ooantrj,  o(  fidelity  to  her  institatioaai,  of  pori^ 
of  purpose,  of  nndjing  patriotism;  amo^st 
the  Anstidea,  the  Onrtii,  or  the  Catoet  No, 
sir ;  we  find  them  seeking  for  parallels  in  the 
most  oormpt  and  degntded  periods  of  the 
Bontan  Government,  They  find  them  in  a 
Commodos  or  a  Severus ;  in  the  vile,  the  profli- 
gate, and  depraved  emperors  of  a  cnunbling 
empire.  Who  is  your  modem  Commodasi 
Shall  I  summon  from  his  many  batUe-fields  the 
manes  of  the  dead  to  be  his  defenders  f  No, 
rir ;  let  the  living  attest  his  worth  I  Let  them 
■iBswer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  ooUeoting 
around  him  the  abandoned  Oleanders  of  hu 
time  he  1^  your  country  through  many  diffi- 
culties tn>  to  tiie  emlnenoe  on  which  he  now  Is . 
leaving  herl  Even  In  the  highest  excitement 
of  a  poUtical  contest,  we  onght  not  to  forget 
the  services  of  our  public  men— of  those  who 

have  done  the  state  some  service."  The  petty 
differences  of  party  will  di8a[^>ear,  but  the  re- 
sults of  the  laW  of  those  men  never  will  be 
destroyed.  For  one,  I  will  not  desecrate  the 
temple  of  onr  Union  by  any  attempt  to  deface 
one  particle  of  those  brilliant  names  that  may 
east  their  splendor  over  it.  Fidel  ity  to  oar  own 
principles  never  can  be  incompatible  with  jus- 
tice and  toleration  for  those  of  onr  opponents, 
I  q>eak  of  this  point  not  as  a  partisan,  but  as  an 
Amerioau.  I  cannot  be  deterred,  by  the  fear 
of  b^ng  termed  a  flatterer,  from  doing  justice  to 
any  man.  I  ask  gentlemen  how  they  can  hope 
that  the  people  will  attend  to  their  cbai^l 
'We  are  told  it  is  to  inform  the  people  of 
the  dangers  they  have  passed— of  the  coa- 
qiirades  against  their  liberties  that  have  l>een 
exploded.  Why,  sir,  Oioero  himself  wonld  not 
have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  all  power  to  ii^ive.  The  people 
of  Mob  country  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  ap- 
proaching which  is  to  separate  them  from  him 
who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their  highest  confl- 
denoe,  stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  denun- 
ciations. Not  while  one  spark  of  graUtade 
remains  will  they  refuse  to  shield  him.  They 
will  be  seen  protecting  him  frtHn  the  flames  of 
p(ditical  peraecntions ;  they  will  be  the  first  to 
reaoue  him-^be  patriot  who  has  led  thdr 
armies  to  victory  and  given  permanency  to 
their  Union — ^from  the  ignominy  (tf  being  placed 
in  the  same  niche  of  immortu  infiuny  with  a 
Commodos  or  a  Sevems. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  approaching 
administration  will  be  brought  into  power  by 
the  vilest  means ;  that  it  is  the  triamph  of  the 
Kew  York  ^stem.  I  find  that  it  is  the  fashion 
of  the  hour  to  refer  to  that  State.  Her  im- 
raonse  resonrcea,  her  natural  and  artificial  ad- 
vantages, are  paraded  to  excite  a  jealousy  against 
her  interests  and  her  sons.  Is  this  uie  spirit 
in  which  this  Unicm  was  framed,  or  can  be 
"tfritaiff^^  t   Why,  to  seoore  a  pettgr  triomi^ 
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of  party,  is  this  effort  made  to  array  sec- 
tion against  section.  State  against  State?  In 
sorrow,  not  in  anger,  have  I  heard  the  charges 
made  against  that  State.  I  have  witnessed  uie 
efforts  to  ii^ure  her  frur  ftme ;  but  stall  I  look 
upon  my  natAve  State  with  pride.  Not  <me 
partide  of  her  reputaUon  is  yet  tarnished. 
That  State  can  look  back  upon  the  past  with 
hi{^  saUrfaoUon,  and  look  forward  to  the 
Aitore  with  the  brightest  anticipations.  What, 
ur,  has  been  her  system!  She  has  had  "a 
giants  strength,  bat  she  has  used  it  like  a 
giant."  She  stands  brect  in  the  conscioosness 
of  her  sacrifices  to  the  independence,  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  and  to  the  Union  of  these 
States.  She  presents  to  yon  her  Saratoga,  as 
her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the,Bevolution.  Every  point  of  her  whole 
frontier  is  the  theatre  of  resistance  to  the  in- 
vasion <rf  a  savage  or  a  civilized  foew  la  paw& 
as  in  war,  no  sordid  policy  has  characterized 
her  course.  I  challenge  gentlemen  to  point 
out  in  the  votes  of  her  Representatives  here,  or 
in  the  l^slation  of  the  State,  any  disposition 
to  elevate  that  State  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  or  interests  of  any  section  of  this 
confederacy.  Her  history  contiuns  not  a  single 
line  for  which  one  of  her  sons  need  blush. 
Proud  of  her  history,  prond  of  her  enterprise, 
for  one,  I  would,  in  the  language  of  one  who 
has  given  glory,  not  only  to  that  State,  bat  to 
the  whole  confederacy,  as  soon  forget  the 
mother  that  gave  me  birth,  as  that  B^te  the 
trophies  of  wuose  systems  may  be  seen  in  the 
unrivalled  prosperity  of  hw  millions  of  inhabi- 
tants. The  power  uie  wields  was  never  exer- 
daed  for  oppression.  Mighty  she  has  been, 
but  none  have  been  more  meek.  To  be  the 
equal,  not  the  snperior,  of  her  sister  States,  has 
ever  been  her  ot^soL  Gratitude  demands  this 
hnmble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  nraoh; 
and  justice  requires  that  her  character  idioTild 
not  be  misrepresented. 

Mr.  Wise  sud  that  the  parliamentary  prac- 
tice had  been  that  the  gentleman  who  had 
offered  a  resolution,  and  opened  a  debate, 
should  be  indulged  in  replying  to  members  who 
had  opposed  it,  and  in  concluding  his  debate. 
He  had  intended  to  avail  himself  of  this  indul- 

Obnt  now  the  previous  question  was 
upon  the  House.  Now,  it  appeared, 
gentiemeo  seemed  disposed  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion ;  to  pass  it,  hi  order  to  save  the  adminis- 
tration party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying 
action  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  wonla 
ask,  however,  and  he  would  thank  gentlemen 
to  answer  him,  whether  they  oould  nofr  relieve 
themselves  from  this  odions  imputation — an 
imputation  which  they  deserve.  I  tell  yon  and 
the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  I  have  been 
asking  for  this  investigation  for  nearly  two 
years.  And  how  far  are  we  now  from  the 
end  of  the  session !  Within  ux  weeks  of  the 
end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend  to,  and 
we  are  told  that  this  a  sufficient  space  of  time 
to  inTestigate'  the  huge,  the  mammoth  opera- 
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ti(nu  of  this  oorrnpt  and  profligate  administra- 
tioD.  Six  weeks,  nr.  I  have  been  detuned 
tTO  veeks  at  home,  det^ed  hj  the  Btat«  of 
the  weather,  and  I  find,  on  my  return,  that  tiie 
administration  has  already  carried  ont  their 
own  work  for  me,  bj  which  I  am  debUned  from 
ten  nntil  nearir  midnight  in  wading  throogh 
one  branch  otviia  inrestigation. 

Gentlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this 
Herculean  task.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  yoar 
candor,  all  your  plans,  and  all  yom-  honesty. 
Make  the  most  of  it.  Qo,  with  a  blash  on 
your  cheeks,  without  shame  or  coufhsion,  be- 
fore the  people,  and  tell  them  this  t 

I  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  tiie  gen- 
tleman from  New  Twk  tm  the  previoiu  qoes- 
tion. 

And  tite  Home  aooonded  the  call— yeas.9^ 
51. 

Mr.  Hosaair  called  for  tiw  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  taking  the  question ;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were — ^yeas  121, 
nays  62. 

Bo  the  House  determined  that  the  main  ques- 
tion should  now  be  pnL 

And  the  mtUn  question,  being  on  concnrring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  TJuion,  on  the  original  resolution  of  Hr, 
Wise,  reported  therefrom,  was  taken,  and  de- 
cided Ih  the  affirmative — yeas  166,  nays  9. 


Wednxsdat,  January  18. 

Orime$  in  the  DUtrict  of  Columbia. 

The  following  Message,  in  writing,  was  re- 
ceived ih>m  the  President  of  the  United  States : 

7b  th«  Speaker  of  the  ffoute  of  Jiepntentativet : 

Snt :  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives certain  oommnnicationfl  from  the  Secretuy  of 
the  Treasury  and  tfae  Attorney  of  the  United  Btatea 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

^y  relate  to  the  difficulUes  wUoh  have  been  hi- 
teiposed,  under  tiie  existing  Uws,  in  bring^OK  to  con- 
viction and  puniehmeat  the  supposed  inceo&tries  of 
the  Treasury  buildings  in  the  year  1888. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  ease,  so  long 
concealed,  and  of  tlie  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  dis- 
connected with  the  Ooveniment,  wbidi  were  still 
longer  concealed,  and*  to  screen  some  of  wlildi  for- 
ever was  probably  a  principal  indneemeot  to  the 
burning  of  the  biuldings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  reccnn- 
mend  a  revision  of  the  laws  on  this  subject  I  do 
this  with  a  irwh  not  only  to  render  the  pm^shment 
hereafter  more  severe  for  the  wanton  deatmction 
o£  the  public  property,  but  to  repeal  entirely  tbe 
statute  of  limitatioa  in  lU  criminal  cases  except  small 
misdemetnors,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  a  party  to 
aviil  himself  of  its  bemflts  during  the  period  the 
eominiarion  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  tbe 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  per- 
petrated the  offence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  Congress  that  the  es^nsed 
state  of  the  public  records  here,  without  0re-pioof 
buildings,  imperaUvely  requires  the  most  amide  rem- 
edies for  their  protection,  and  tbe  greatest  vigilaooe 
and  fiddly  in  alt  offioen,  irtwtfier  e»cBtiTe  «r  jndt> 
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cial,  fai  Magbig  to  eond^  purisfanient  the  teat  o& 
fendera. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  ts  in  that  de- 
plorable situation  which  depends  quite  aa  mndi  Mt 
accident  and  good  fwtmie  as  tbe  laws  for  safety. 

ANDBEW  JAGESOir. 

Jakuast  17,  1887. 

Zetier  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamy. 

WASHmom»^  JDteeaAer  27,  1886. 

8ik:  According  to  tbe  request  in  your  letter  of 
this  day,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructicois  gives 
by  the  court  to  the  jury,  on  the  act  of  1790,  on  tbe 
trial  of  Bicdurd  H.  Wtute. 

I  undmtand  that  the  only  jurorirtio  held  out  for 
aoqtdtting  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  hisgdH,  boS 
renised  to  find  him  guilty  on  tbe  pound  mtUs  In- 
struction ts  to  tbe  limitations.  It  is  certainly  highly 
neoeasaiy  that  the  law  diould  be  so  amepded  aa  to 
prevent  the  bar  of  the  statute  from  operi^g  in  tbe 
cases  where  tbe  proper  ofBceis  of  Government  <Ud 
not  know,  and  could  not  by  due  diligence  have 
known,  by  whom  the  offences  were  committed. 
One  or  two  cases  similar  to  the  present  bave  oocnrrod 
heretofore  in  tbe  orcoit  court,  iu  whicb  this  defenoe 
has  been  sustained. 

Toy  reqkectfiiliy,  your  obeffientiemurt, 

F.&EET,  V.&MeyJ).  O. 

The  Message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas. 
referred,  with  the  aocompanying  documents,  to 
the  Committee  on  Hut  Jnoidary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 


UoKDAT,  January  28. 

Abolition  of  Slavery. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  and 
memorials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  were  presented  by  different 
members,  and  were  immediately  lud  on  the 
table. 

Ur.  Adaus  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to 
take  up  and  decide  on  tbe  objection  raised  to 
the  reception  of  the  petition,  presented  by  him- 
self^ frran  Lydia  Lewis  and  others,  (and  subse- 
quentiy  returned  to  him,)  praying  the  alx^tiott 
of  slavery  in  tiie  IMstriot  of  Columbia. 

The  wiaKXK  said  the  resolution  which  had 
been  adopted  covered  all  these  eases.  The 
gantieman  fttm  UassBchusetts  might  send  his 
petition  to  the  Cbmr,  and  it  would  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Adahs  said  he  did  not  doubt  his  right  to 
send  the  petition  to  the  Chur.  The  Speaker 
had  decided  heretofore  that  the  petition  was 
not  in  tbe  possession  of  tbe  House.  Mr.  A. 
now  wished  for  a  decinon  on  the  question  of 
receiving  tjhe  petition,  which,  on  the  journal, 
appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  Spkakeb  said  the  genUeman  might  pre- 
sent his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chidr,  to  be 
diroosed  of  under  the  resolution. 

Hr.  Adahs  wld  it  was  not  liia  ittteotion  to 
md  it  again  to  the  Ohair. 

The  Spkazsx  nid  then  there  wasnotliing  be- 
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fore  Hie  Bonse,  and  the  gentlemaa  vas  ont  4^ 
order. 

ptlr.  iu  then  presented  a  great  namber  of 
nmilar  petitions :  all  of  which  vere  hud  on  the 
table.] 

Ifr.  Adams  presented  a  petition  which  he 
thoogfat  oonld  not  be  indnded  in  the  resolation 
adopted  hj  the  House.  It  was  a  petition 
from  fifty -fonr  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
prayiDg  Congress  to  enaot  laws  to  seoare  to  all 
the  in^bitants  of  the  District  of  Golambia  the 

Itrotection  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  dec- 
aration  of  ladependence.  There  was  nothiog 
about  slavery  or  the  aimlition  of  slavery  in  it 
He  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
for  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  ttiat  it  be 
printed. 

The  Spbuxs  sud  the  gentleman  from  Kassa- 
ciiaaetts  knew  the  oontenta  of  the  petition,  bat 
the  Ohur  did  not.  If  the  petition  related  to 
the  ml^eet  at  daverjr,  it  mnst  be  laiA  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  IlTJSTSjtfAK  thonsht  the  Speaker  shoold 
read  the  petition,  in  order  to  asoOTtain  whether 
it  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  resolution. 

Ifr.  Parksk  insisted  that  the  only  way  of  ar- 
riving at  the  natore  of  the  petition  was  to  read 
its  contents. 

Hr.  Aduis.  Bnt  the  order  of  the  Hotise  de- 
clares that  the  petition  shall  not  be  read. 

The  Speakkb.  Then  the  gentleman  admits 
that  it  relates  to  the  snbject  of  slavery. 

ICr.  Adams.  I  do  not  admit  any  such  thing. 
I  have  presented  the  petition  in  the  form  re- 
qaired  oy  the  rule,  by  pving  a  brief  statement 
of  ita  eoateots. 

The  Sfbaebb  looked  for  a  moment  into  the 
bodjr  of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  fell  dearly  witiun  the  meaning  and 
Intent  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ada  us  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Cliair,  and  demanded  the  Judgment  of  the 
Honse  whether  this  petition  Bhoiud  be  received 
and  read  or  not. 

The  Speakbr  stud  that  the  petition  spoke  of 
HiQ  absolnte  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  District  who  were  claimed  as 
property.  In  his  opinion  it  was  embraced 
within  the  order. 

Kr.  PiNCKNET  demanded  the  previous  qnes- 
1i<m  on  the  uvpeal. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  demand— yeas 
80,  nays  M. 

And  the  mMn  question,  Shall  the  deeidon 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  uo  judgment  <^  the 
House  T"  was  taken,  and  curied— yeas  170, 
nays  8. 


Wedsudat,  January  25. 

Admimon  of  Michigan. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
IriS  from  the  Senate,  entiUed  "  An  act  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  admissioa  (rf  the  State  of  JCohigan 


[H.  ovR 

into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.^* 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the 
previous  questi(m,  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kahh 
of  New  York. 

The  House  aecmded  the  demand— yeas  64^ 
nays  67 ;  and  the  ^;nesti(m  recurring  <hi  order- 
ing the  main  queetiim  to  be  put — 

Mr.  Thomas  sdd  he  had  voted  in  the  ne^ 
tive  on  the  seconding  the  previous  question. 
But  now  the  position  of  the  bill  had  been 
changed,  and  he  hoped  tiie  House  would  not  re- 
vise to  order  that  the  m^n  question  be  now 
put  If  that  was  done,  the  further  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  1)e  postponed  until 
to-morrow.  The  bill  would  be  open  for  discus- 
sion after  it  has  been  read  a  third  time,  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  By  ordering  the 
main  question,  the  House  will  not  close  the  de- 
bate,  but  it  will  signify  a  willingness  to  take 
the  bill  as  it  is,  without  farther  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  wdering 
the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative — yeas  140,  nays  67,  as  follows: 

Teas. — Uesan.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton^ 
Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buohuian,  Bunch,  Boms,  Bynum,  J. 
GiUhkhi,  CUnbreleiue,  Our,  Cts^,  Chapman,  (^lapin, 
N.  H.  CUborae,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clerelu^CMes, 
Connor,  Crug,  Cramer,  Cusfaman,  Davis,  ^leony, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Duotap,  Fairfield,  Faiiln, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Fuller,  Oalbraith,  J.  Garland,  R. 
Gariand,  Gbolaon,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Orant- 
land,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hann^a^^S.  a  Harri- 
son, A  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
dersmi,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Howell,  Rubley,  Hunt, 
Hantiqgton,  Hontsman,  Inriiam,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M. 
Jdhnscm,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Km- 
non,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lanting,  L^mie, 
Lawler,  I^y,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  h.  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, L(^^,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A  If  ann,  J.  Hann, 
Martin,  W.  Haeoo,  K.  Ibson,  May,  McComaa,  Mc- 
Kay, McKeon,  HcKim,  Miller,  Honm>mery,  Morgan, 
Monia,  Hableoibm,  Owens,  Page,  Pariu,  Fattersoo, 
F.  Rerce,  D.  J.  mroe,  Peyton,  Phelps,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rc^rs,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Eknigue,  Standefer,  Sutheriand,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T. 
Whttdesey,  Tell— 140. 

Nats.— Measn.  H.  Alien,  Buley,  Bond,  Briggs, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  G.  ChamberB,  J.  Chambers,  Channey, 
Cbetwood,  Darihigton,  Oawsen,  Deberry,  Elmora, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper, 
HaselUue,  Heister,  HopkUis,  IngersoU,  Janes,  Jarris, 
Jmifer,  Lawrence,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  Love,  S.  Mason, 
McCarty,  McKennao,  McLene,  Mercer,  Uilligan,  J. 
A  Fearoe,  PhiUips,  Fidcens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed, 
Renofaer,  Russell,  Blade,  Sloime,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliap 
feno,  W.  Tbompscn,  Underwood,  Vinton,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Williams,  S.  Williams,  Wise,  Toang^7. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to-day. 

It  was  read  accordingly,  and  passed  by  the 
same  vote,  with  the  exception  of  a  fov  memben 
who  had  left  the  House. 
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FaiDAT,  Jaanary  27. 
jReprmntatitefirom  Michigan. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  that  Isaao  !E.  Cbabt, 
who  was  in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, and  whose  credentials  were  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  be  qualified. 

Objection  being  made,  and  a  debate  com- 
mencmg,  the  previous  question  was  called,  and 
seconded,  and  the  main  qaestiou  put,  and  car- 
ried— yeas  150,  nays  82. 

So  the  House  decided  that  Isaac  E.  Cbabt 
be  now  qualified  to  take  his  seat  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  Cbabt  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat  as  a  Representative  m  Oongreas  from  tlie 
.  State  of  Uiohigim. 


MoHDAT,  January  80. 
Abolition  of  Slavery. 

Mr,  Adams  said  that  he  had  in  bis  possesion 
a  number  of  petitions  in  relation  to  slavery — 
some  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slaveiy  in  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  some  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories ;  some  for  the  abo- 
lition of  slaveTy  and  the  internal  coasting  dave- 
trade ;  and  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  ex- 
portation of  slaves  to  Texas,  or  to  the  domin- 
lonB  oteany  foreign  power.  He  was  under  the 
neo^^  of  presenting  these  petitions  separi^ 
ly  and  msUnctl^^  as  utey  came  partly  mm  his 
constituents  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  States.  Ho  asked  leave  to 
address  the  House  on  the  right  of  the  petition- 
ers to  have  their  petitions  read.  He  wished 
that  the  request  might  be  entered  on  the  jour- 
nals, and  that  he  might  have  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  it.  He  therefore  submitted  his  request  or 
motion ;  upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  44,  nays  124. 

So  the  House  would  not  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  A.  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Topng 
Men's  Alwlitton  Society  of  the  dty  and  county 
ci  Philadelphia,  remonstrating  a^nst  the  re- 
cognition of  Texas.  Mr.  A.  moved  that  it  be 
read,  and  called  for  tiie  yeas  and  nays  oa  that 
moticHi. 

Mr.  Hawks  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sabjeot 
on  the  table ;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and 
navs  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  ISl,  nays  62. 

Mr.  Adams  then  presented,  in  succession, 
tiiirteen  or  fourteen  additional  memorials  and 
petitions  on  the  same  subject,  praying  against 
the  coasting  ^ave-trade,  the  exportotion  of 
slaves  to  Texas,  &o.  Each  petition  was  imme- 
diately, under  the  rule,  ordered  to  Be  on  the 
table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading ; 
which,  under  the  rule,  was  reftised  by  me 
Obatr ;  and  against  each  dedMon  of  the  Ohur 
Ux.  A.  uipealed  to  the  Honse. 

In  each  case  Mr.  Ocshhaxt  moved  to  li?  the 
whole  suMeot  on  the  table;  and  in  this  maimer 
all  were  dlnraaed  oC 

A  memorial  ot  certain  dtixens  of  JS^tnctfcy, 


[FtoBUBT»  1887. 

in  &T(nr  of  aid  and  sapport  being  extended  ta 
the  Colonization  Society,  being  presented  by 
Mr.  Calhooh,  Mr.  Adams  moved  that  the  me- 
morial be  read ;  which  having  been  done,  Mr, 
A.  made  some  remarks  in  the  view  that,  as  this 
memorial  related  to  slaverv^  it  f^onld  meet 
with  the  same  treatment  which  his  own  peti- 
tions had.  Mr.  A.  moved,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  be  lud  on  the  table. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Mbboeb  in  fa- 
vor of  the  petition,  the  motion  was  pat,  and 
lost  by  a  grrat  mi^oritr  agdnst  it 

TinsDAT,  Jamiaij  81. 

Mr  AxTOBD,  member  elect  from  the  State  <tf 
Georgia,  ^peared^  was  qualified,  and  tocA  his 
seat. 


Thtesdat,  February  2. 
Navy  Appropriation  Bill — B^loring  Mrpedi- 
tum. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Cahbbeleno,  the  Hoose 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Patton  in  the 
chur,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  Ibr  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  1887.  . 

Mr.  OAMBBBLBNe  explained  that  the  prim^MiI 
increase  in  tUs  Inll  above  that  of  tiie  last  year  was 
in  consequence  of  the  equipping  the  exploring 
expedition ;  besides  this,  there  was  an  aroro- 
pnation  for  fitting  ont  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennsylvania  and  two  doops  of  war. 

The  first  clause  was  read,  as  follows : 

"For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and 
petty  officers,  and  of  seamen,  t2,434,886." 

Mr.  Jabtis  said  that  as  in  the  first  item  was 
Included  a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring 
expedition,  which  seemed  about  to  be  carried 
to  an  extent  which  he  did  not  think  necessary, 
or  that  the  country  would  jastify,  he  doold 
move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  taken  by 
surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  dvu 
and ,  diplomatio  appropriation  bill  tronld  be 
taken  np  to-di?,  and  he  had  left  bis  estimates 
for  the  rednctW  at  home.  He  would,  bow- 
ever,  venture  to  move  a  redaction  of  {160,000 
in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expeditioi^ 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of 
which  the  pay  would  be  about  one-third ;  and 
before  the  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  he 
should  be  able  to  ascortam  the  exact  reductions 
which  were  becessary,  and  would  correct  the 
bill  accordingly,  provided  the  committee  agreed 
with  him  in  opmion  upon  the  expediency  of 
diminishing  the  expenditore. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  objected  to  the  employment  of 
so  lai^  a  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedonian  on 
the  exploring  expedition,  on  account  of  her  un- 
fitness for  &6  purpose  and  tiie  great  inoMse 
of  expense.  He  said  we  ought  not  to  think  so 
highly  of  ourselves  as  to  suppose  that  we  could 
not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations; 
and  went  on  to  reoapitnlate  the  scale  of  the  ex- 
ploring expeditions  of  Great  Britain  and  Franoe. 
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H«  adduced  the  testimoDj  of  Oaptain  Cook, 
■who,  before  he  departed  upon  his  third  ezpedi- 
tion,  that  ended  so  fatally  to  himself  bequeath- 
ed, as  a  legacy  to  the  world,  his  opioiona  on 
this  sabject.  That  great  navigator  contended 
that  large  Teasels  were  unfit  for  the  business ; 
that  ibe  vesBels  mast  be  of  a  light  draught  of 
water ;  of  a  construction  that  would  take  the 
ground  eaolj,  and  that  might  be  hore  down 
wfacnerer  and  where  rer  it  might  be  necessary 
to  aamtne  th^  bott(nu.  The  vesida  he  re- 
omunended  were  the  north  ooimtrj  otrfliers.  (tf 
from  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred 
tCKU  burden.  These  were  tibe  descriptions  of 
Tessds  in  whi<^  he  had  performed  his  two 
Torages,  and  was  about  to  undertake  a  third ; 
and  be  distinctly  says  that  a  forty-gun  ship 
would  be  too  large.  Yet  we  are  about  to  send 
oat  a  fiigate  mounting  forty-nine  guns.  He  re- 
peated the  assertion  of  Cook,  that  no  oaptun 
could  diachar{^  his  duty  as  the  head  of  an  ex- 
ploring expedition  in  a  vessel  of  this  description 
withont  too  peat  hazard  to  the  safety  of  his 
ship  and  his  orew.  It  might  be  urged  that 
Increased  experience  had  shown  that  Cook  was 
In  «rrw;  bot^  so  tu  was  this  from  being  the 
Xao^  it  waa  wdl  known  that  the  latest  enedi- 
tions  ct  France  and  Great  Brit^  bad  been 
perfionned  by  etill  smaller  vessels.  The  Ohan- 
ticleer  was  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
toos,  and  had  between  fifty  and  sixty  men ; 
and  the  Astrolabe,  of  whose  voyage  so  splendid 
an  aocount  had  been  published  by  the  French 
Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  with  a  crew 
coomsting  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including 
officers  and  men  of  science.  The  whole  number 
of  her  sdratific  corps  consisted  of  two  sui^eons 
d  the  navy  and  one  draughtsman,  while  ours 
wa»  to  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  which  (Mr. 
J.  said)  be  had  no  doubt  would  he  found  equal 
in  number,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corps  of 
nrans  tiiat  Bcnaparte  took  with  him  to  "EgnU 

The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Ur.  J.  said,)  so  tar 
■a  he  bad  been  able  to  ascerttdn  their  views, 
agreed  with  him  in  <^inion— high  and  low, 
young  and  (Ad ;  however  they  might  differ  on 
othw  points,  all  seemed  to  think  that  a  fixate 
waa  not  the  vessel  to  be  sent  If  the  sguwuon 
were  composed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidental 
kne  of  (me  of  them  would  not  endanger  the  re- 
anlt  of  the  expedition;  the  crew  might,  withont 
Inconvenience,  be  divided  among  the  remain- 
der;  but  if  the  Mgate  were  to  meet  with  an 
aoeidcsit,  and  her  t£ree  hundred  men  were  to 
be  so  divided,  tiiey  would  be  so  crowded  on 
board  the  rniall -vessels  as  to  force  them  to  re- 
tun  home,  and  the  whole  oUeet  in  view  would 
be  dfiiteted.  Kr.  J.  oondnded  by  saying  that 
be  was  desirous  that  the  expadi^Dn  should  be 
crowned  with  success,  but  be  -was  fbarfdl  it 
would  only  be  covered  with  ridicule  xmless  a 
change  was  made  in  its  organization :  and  he 
therefore  hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevaiL 

Hr.  Oaubbxlkro  bad  made  inquiries  of  many 
fnelieal  men,  and  some  of  the  mghest  officers 
of  fbe  navT,  on  this  sableofc:  and,  from  the-in- 
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formatitm  he  had  obtained  from  them,  he  was 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ufune  was  correct,  and  he 
hoped  the  House  wonld  concur  in  it,  and  reduce 
the  appropriation. 

Ur.  PHnxiPS  sud,  if  the  leading  friends  of  the 
administration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture 
of  the  question,  in  view  of  the  present  expecta- 
tion of  the  world,  in  view  of  the  responsibility 
assumed  by  the  President,  were  disposed  to  in- 
terpose any  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  this 
expedition,  upon  them  he  the  rMptmabillty  of 
its  £^ure;  for  fail  it  would,  if  this  motion 
should  prevail. 

Hr.  CautBBBS,  of  Kentucky,  dted  the  law 
passed  last  sesnon  aulhorizing  the  President  to 
employ  a  sloop  of  war,  and  such  other  smallw 
vessels  as  might  be  necessary  for  the  expedi- 
tion, appropriating  $160,000  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Adams  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Haine,  the  chdrman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affmrs,  had  done  the  President  and  heads  of  De- 
partments iiriustice.  Ur.  A.  entreated  gentle- 
men to  withdraw  the  motion  to  reduce  the  ap- 
propriation. He  did  not  consider  it  too  large 
for  the  oltjeots  to  be  obtained.  He  would  vote 
three  times  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
because  it  was  his  h<me  that  tbb  expedition 
would  shed  honor  on  the  American  character, 
instead  of  holding  It  up  to  the  ridicule  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  ViHTON  said,  we  have  passed  the  law  di- 
recting the  exploring  expedition  to  be  sent, 
and,  for  one,  he  wished  the  responenbllitT'  of  its 
proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Executive, 
where  it  belonged,  and  not  upon  this  House. 
Mr.  Y.  said  that  in  respect  to  himself  he  could 
say  with  perfect  truth  that  he  was  wholly  igno- 
rant of  the  det^  end  preparations  necessary 
for  such  a  voyage ;  he  did  not,  therefore,  wish 
to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volunteering  any 
diiectirau  req>eotanff  them.  The  gentleman 
predicts  a  ftflure  (tf  this  expediticm  if  conducted 
QDon  the  present  plan ;  but  is  not  the  hazard 
of  fidlure  greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to 
interfere  and  direct  a  new  plan?  From  the 
moment  we  interfere,  the  Secretary  is  relieved 
of  all  respouMbility ;  and  in  case  of  failure  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  acquir- 
ed the  enviable  reputation  of  having  procured 
for  itself  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized 
world  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  directing  the 
expedition,  and  then  of  having  disappointed  the 
high  hopes  everywhere  enter^ned  of  it,  by  vol- 
unteering its  interference  in  the  details  of  the 
enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  had  no 
doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

Withont  pretending  to  know  which  was  the 
most  suitable  for  this  service^  a  frigate  or  a 
sloop  of  war,  yet  he  thought  in  one  important 
respect  at  least  the  former  was  preferable  to 
the  latter.  Hr.  Y.  sdd  that  he  had  oooadonal- 
ly  seen  statonents  of  the  extent  and  operationa 
mora  commerce  In  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
wMch  to  him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was 
oariied  <m  in  a  rei^  whore  all  tibe  inbaUtants 
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arebarbuiaiu;  our  inerohaDtB,  ia  ^tar  inter- 
course with  thenif  vwe  Bulijeoted  to  perpetn&l 
Ti^ance  agaiost  sorprise  and  violence,  and, 
after  all,  acooanta  are  b7  no  means  nnonnnion 
of  attacks,  murders  of  our  seamen,  and  even  of 
captores  m  ships  with  their  crews.  On  these 
oocasionB  the  most  shocking  harbaritleB  are 
nsnally  committed.  Now,  these  people,  whose 
lives  and  property  are  thus  perilled,  consdtate 
a  part  of  uie  sum  total  of  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  nation.  The  Government  is 
bound  to  ^ve  them  every  reasonable  protec- 
tion. For  one,  Mr.  V.  said,  he  was  willing  to 
afford  that  protection  to  American  capital  and 
enterprise,  withoat  stopping  to  inquire  what  re- 
gton  of  the  dobe  was  the  Aeatre  of  th^  ope- 
rations. All  barbarians  entertain  very  extrava- 
gant ideas  of  their  own  power,  and  very  con- 
temptible notions  of  the  power  of  those  who 
have  not  made  liefore  their  eyes  a  display  of 
saperior  power.  It  mnst  of  neoeeidtr  be  so, 
since  their  whole  otock  of  knowledge,  from 
which  to  make  their  comparisons,  consists  of 
what  ihej  know  of  themselves  and  see  of 
others. 

These  pe(^le  know  they  are  an  overmatch 
for  onr  merchant  vessels ;  and,  never  having 
seen  any  thing  else,  they  are  not  aware  of  the 
exiitenoe  of  ahipa  of  saperior  fbrceu  They 
therefore  attack  onr  vessels  wlHioiit  fiaar  of  ftt- 
tnre  chastisement.  The  diqdajr  before  ibma 
of  a  irigate  would  nndeedve  Urnaa,  give  them 
now  ideas  of  oar  power,  and  cause  them  to  hes- 
itate before  making  an  attack  on  onr  merchant- 
men, for  fear  of  nitnre  ponisbment.  It  is  in 
pnrsnance  of  this  poUoy  we  have  spent  nUDions 
of  dollars  in  stationing  miHtary  posts  and  mak- 
ing militaiy  displays  in'the  presence  of  the  In- 
dians, far  in  the  interior,  solely  with  a  view  to 
impress  them  with  an  idea  of  onr  power,  and 
thns  so  £ar  overawe  them  as  to  give  secorify  to 
the  weak  and  powerless  of  onr  people  who 
have  interconrse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  deciding  thdr  persons  or  mvpertj.  Ht. 
y.  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  uie  senmng  out 
ofafiigate  wBBonly  an  extension  of  onrffidst- 
ing  ana  long-estaluiAed  policy  to  the  barba- 
rians in  the  Sooth  Sea  islands,  with  whom  onr 
pec^Ie  are  brought  into  intercourse.  The  small 
vessels  will  perfonn  the  explorations,  while  the 
tngai»  womd  perform  the  equally  important 
duty  of  demanding  satisfaction  of  the  natives 
for  wrongs  already  done,  and  promiung  them 
punishment  for  those  they  may  in  fature  com- 
mit ;  and  in  many  other  respects  greaUy  facili- 
tate the  labors  to  l>e  performed  by  the  squadron. 
If  he  was  mistaken  in  his  views  of  this  subject, 
be  should  nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion 
that  the  Exeoative  should  be  left  untrammelled 
in  directing  tiie  outfit  and  conduct  of  this  im- 
portant e]q>edltion.  Mr.-V.  add  he  oould  not 
Boppnse  the  expression  of  KHneso^ise  at  the 
course  the  genueman  from  Maine  0tt.  Jjlsvis) 
had  taken,  recollecting  as  he  did,  that  at  the 
last  searion  tlib-cUiine  gentkinaa  was  opposed  to 
the  e^editifai,  beoanoe  not  only  the  eqti^^nen^ 


[FEaBVAsr,  IBST*. 

but  even  the  sending  it  out  at  aU,  had  not  beoD 
left  to  the  sole  discration  of  the  Sxeentlve.  At 
present,  he  would  have  this  House  to  interpose 
Its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  same  Execo- 
tive  what  dass  of  vessels  should  be  em|>loyed ! 
He,  (Hr.  Y.,)  of  course,  had  no  right  to  impnm 
men's  motives,  nor  did  he ;  but  still  he  coiud 
not  r^^ard  those  who  wished  to  derange  the 
organization  at  present  agreed  upon  as  rerj 
friendly  to  the  enterprise  in  any  form. 

The  expedition  was,  as  he  had  sud,  honor- 
able to  our  national  character ;  would  be  so  re- 

red  abroad  and  at  home;  was  expedient, 
vise  purposes  ocmneoted  wi&  onr  great 
commercial  interests ;  would  add  much  to  va- 
rious departments  of  human  knowledge ;  amd 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  mctpfy 
previa^  for  by  Congress.  It  had,  he  believed, 
received  tiie  individual  support  of  the  deten- 
tion in  Oongress  from  Oluo^  and  would  not  he 
lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  that  State. 

Mr.  Bbigos  said  it  was  evident  that  they 
could  not  get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and 
he  therefore  moved  tiiat  the  committee  rise. 
A«eed  to. 
The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 


Fbidat,  February  8. 

Mr*.  Suaan  Jkoatitr. 

The  Boose  |«ooeeded  to  tiie  oondderation  of 
the  Joint  reatduttoa  granting  a  peiui<m  to  Snsaa 
Decatur,  widow  of  the  hUbe  Onmnodcm  !)»• 
oatur. 

"  Ketolved  ^  tht  Senate  and  Sixat  of  RnremO- 
aiive*  of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Oonoren 
oueirMed,  That  Hrs.  Susan  Decktur,  widow  of  the 
late  Cunmodore  8.  Decator,  be  pidd  from  tfae  nary 
penfflOQ  ftmd  a  penrion  for  fire  years,  canamateiiig 
from  the  SOth  of  Jane,  1634,  in  confonai^  whh  tbe 
proviti(nMof  the  act  cuioenunf  naval  penstoaaaad 
tbenavypeuton  Amd,  passed  SoUi  June,  18S4;  the  . 

pena(Hi  not  to  be  liable  for  her  teq>onrifaiIttiea 
on  account  of  ^e  debts  of  lier  late  hoaband ;  pro- 
vided that  the  said  pendon  shall  cease  on  the  deadi 
or  marriage  <^  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  'WAsanraTOH  to 
amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words 
"the  said  pennon  not  to  be  liable  for  her  re- 
sponsibilities on  account  of  the  debts  of  her 
late  husband,*'  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following :  "  and  tiiat  she  iKt  allowed,  from  said 
fhnd,  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captun  from  the  death  of  Oommodore  Decatnr 
to  the  SOth  June,  1634,  together  witii  the  pen- 
sion hereby  allowed  her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was 
offered  if  Hr.  Mbbdbb,  and  accepted  ^  Mr. 
W. :  "And  that  the  arrearage  of  said  pennoa 
be  vested  in  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasury,  in 
trust,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan  Deoator." 

Mr.  WHrmxrar,  of  Obia,  moved  to  commit 
tbe*reeoIuti(m  to  the  Gcsnimttee  <hi  Naval  Af- 
fidrs;  which  was  lost.  "^t^ 

The  anMndnmit  of  Mr.  VaaBXMHov  was  then 
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^reed  to ;  and  the  resolation,  aa  ameDded,  was 
then  eogroesed,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed, 
«id  not  to  the  Senate  for  cononrrenoe, 

BATUitDi.T,  February  4. 

Soens  tA  a  Committet  Soom — Miatn.  Pwton^ 
FtK,  and  Whitney :  Statement*  of  Mmrt. 

Feytonaad  Wiae. 

Mr.  PiYTON  asked  the  iodalgenoe  of  the 
Howe  to  uotioe  a  matter  posonal  to  himsell 
which  had  iqipeared  in  the  offidal  Jonmal  of 
this  morning. 

LeaTe  being  given, 

ICr.  PsTTOH  said:  The  Honse  would  bear 
him  witness  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit 
of  annoying  them  with  matters  personal  to  him- 
self which  occurred  out  of  doors.  Kow,  how- 
ever, he  felt  bound  to  request  a  mtmient's  in- 
dnlgenee,  not  to  much  on  his  own  indlvidaal 
aoconnt,  as  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  the  House  of  whidi  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. He  Qlr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  whidb 
haA.  ^ipetred  in  the  Globe  this  morning, 
which  was  as  f611o  ws : 

*•  IT  this  BtKtraneDt  be  true,  even  approioh  the 
truth,  it  is  cTident  that  a  gross  onliage  was  com- 
mitted b;  tf  r.  Pktioh  tomras  a  witneee  gammoned 
to  teMify  before  the  eommittee,  and  tber^ore  under 
its  proteetion ;  snd  an  act  of  sodi  diareqwct  to  the 
eommittee  itadf  as  riiould  hare  salt|eeted  Mr.  Fir- 
mt  to  ita  serereet  oeosure." 

The  statement  of  'Whitney  alluded  to  was  ^ot 
only  untrue,  bat  it  did  not  even  approach  the 
truth.  In  answer  to  it,  nothing  more  was  ne- 
oeasary  for  him  to  do  than  amply  to  state  to 
tibe  Honse  the  &ats  of  the  case,  as  tiiey  ^ipeared 
epcm  the  Jounial  of  the  oomndttee. 

It  would  be  safScioit  to  state  that  his  fiiend 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Hxmbb,)  thoush  differing  from 
him  (ICr.  F.)  in  polities,  movea  on  the  oonclu- 
rion  <ii  the  oconrrence  in  qaestion,  a  resoInUon 
of  censure  agsiuBt  Reuben  M.  Whitney  for  hi- 
eultinghim,  (Mr.  P.,)  which  parsed  unenimonsly. 
Hie  committee  had  authorised  him  (Mr.  P.)  to 
publish  this  resolution,  which  he  would  loj  be- 
fore the  House. 

^traetfremAeJemmdofth*  GmmiUee  of  Inve*' 
tigalum,  J.  Qwnaaid^  Cftatmuiit, 

WunnnUT  Jmmary  29,  18S7. 

"By  Mr.  Pnroif.— QHMfisit  16.  Did  you  re- 
ed re  any  letter  reoonunendatton  from  "Saiget  B. 
Ikiey,  or  did  be  in  any  maimer  couitfenanoe  or  en- 
eooiage  you  In  ^qilying  for  the  agency  oontemplated, 
or  did  be  poaitiTel;  refuge  to  recommend,  rectiTe,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  Iw  was  at 
tte  head  of  the  Treasury  Department? 

**Mr.  Whitxit. — Amwt,  I  decline  answering 
Us  lotmogatoiy;  more  particulariy  as  the  indi- 
^doal  propounding  It  baa  asBerted,  podtiTely  and 
puUidy,  that  the  Huhet*nce  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is 
true,  beginning  irith  *or  did  he,'  &c. ;  therefore, 
beii«  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  iritnesa 
Itfaiak,  in  Juatio^  that  the  htdiridaal  who  has  made 
Aa  aBcgstkm  rimld  be  called  to  pcodnee  Us  proof. 

"Ibe  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 


CH.  or  B. 

"  Mr.  HmiB  moved  Oat  Ae  foregt^  answer  to 
the  fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witness, 

being  no  reply  to  the  intem^atory,  and  disrespect- 
fiil  to  a  member  of  the  committee. 

"  The  witness,  (R.  H.  Whitney,)  immediately  after 
the  pasdng  of  this  reeotulion,  was  brongbt  into  the 
committee  room,  out  of  which  tie  tiad  been  sent,  and 
the  resolution  of  ceqaure  was  read  to  him,  (B.  H. 
Whitney^  and  lus  answer  was  returned  to  hhn.  He 
(R.  H.  Whituey)  apologized  to  the  eouumttee,  and 
took  bacic  bis  answer;  after  whidi  he  peaceably  an- 
swered the  next  question  which  was  propoonded 
to  him,  and  sudt  as  before  be  had  most  indecorou^y 
refhsed  to  answer.  Tliis  statement  of  the  simple  fact 
would  at  once  diow  who  was  wrong  in  the  occur- 
rence referred  to ;  it  would  show  the  tmanimous  de- 
cision of  the  committee  to  be  that  the  iritness  ms 
wrong,  and  bis  subsequent  apoI<^  was  an  at&uowl- 
edgment  of  it" 

Having  stated  this  muoh,  which  he  (Mr.  P.) 
flattered lumself  was  an  ample  refutation  of  the 
charges  implied  in  the  Globe  and  other  papers^ 
perh^  it  ndght  not  be  nnneoessaiy  to  rdate 
what  was  the  actual  occurrence  on  the  occasion 
referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Gabland,)  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whit- 
ney with  as  muoh  courtesy  as  he  would  have 
shown  even  to  Chief  Justice  Marshall  himself, 
if  he  had  been  alive  and  there ;  and  for  him 
(Mr.  P.)  to  do  BO,  when  the  course  and  conduct 
of  the  man  to  him  (Ur,  P.)  was  considered,  it 
required  on  his  part  no  little  exertion  of  phi- 
losophy.  He,  (Mr.  P.,)  however,  had  done  so. 

From  the  time  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney) 
first  came  into  the  oommittee  room,  he  (Mr,  P.) 
had  put  about  dzty  questions  in  regular  suooet- 
don,  and  at  difl^nt  times,  to  all  of  which  he 
could  not  get  more  than  ten  or  twelve  answers ; 
the  witness  threw  them  off  oontemptaooaly, 
denouncing  them  as  inquisitorial ;  and  this  con- 
temptnons  ourse  he  (Whitney)  repeated  dw 
after  day,  and  night  after  night.  It  was  mani- 
fest that  he  (R.  H.  Whitney)  had  totally  mis- 
taken the  feelings  which  prompted  bis  Qix. 
P.'s)  coarse,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his 
insolence  he  made  a  misoelonlation,  and  went 
at  length  too  fiur ;  no  doubt  he  imagined  that 
because  his  card  in  the  Gbbe  had  not  been 
noticed  by  me,  therefore  I  was  to  be  insulted 
with  impunity.  On  the  night  of  the  occurrence 
(si^  Mr.  P.)  I  put  to  him  a  question,  in  order 
to  draw  from  him  the  troth  of  my  statement 
wMdi  he  carded  me  for  making;  the  question 
related  to  Ifr.  Taney^s  reftasal  to  countenance 
him ;  but,  as  on  fininer  occasions,  the  witness 
would  not  answo',  affirming  that  he  had  a  right 
to  demand  from  me  proof  of  this  matter,  as  I 
had  stated  it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I  suffered  tliis 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  both  because 
he  was  a  witness,  and  beoausb  I  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  personal  altercation  with  one  who  is 
as  completely  shielded  from  the  notice  of  all 
honorable  men  by  his  infiEany  as  a  mad  dog  is 
by  his  hydrophobia.  But,  sir,  he  accompanied 
that  answer  with  a  soowl,  a  frown,  an  insulting 
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look  of  defiance,  directed  boldlj  to  me  pereon- 
allj,  which  perhaps  no  <Hie  else  then  saw.  I 
appealed,  air,  immediately  to  the  Ghdr,  to  know 
if  the  witness  riionld  be  permitted  to  insdt  me ; 
I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  I  wonld  teach  him 
better  than  to  insult  me ;  that  I  would  let  him 
know  that  I  required  no  conetitutional  privilege 
to  chantise  him  if  he  dared  to  insult  me ;  that, 
if  he  did,  I  would  pat  him  to  death  on  the  spot. 
S^T,  I  used  lat^uage  which  was  harsh,  for  I  was 
excited,  as  mj  man  woold  hare  been  who  has 
a  soul  within  him  fit  to  be  saved.  The  Ohur 
called  to  order,  and  I  took  my  seat.  He  says 
I  drew  a  pistol  upon  him ;  it  is  false.  After  I 
sat  down,  he  rose  and  began  again ;  I  wtdked 
to  him  agdn,  and  he,  at  tbat  moment,  seemed 
as  if  he  was  about  to  use  a  weapon ;  he  had  his 
hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I  walked  up  to 
him,  I  pot  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  I  drew 
nothing  from  it ;  every  one  present  believed, 
from  hiB  i^tnde,  he  was  armed  with  deadly 
weapons.  Hy  frirad  from  Yirainia  (Mr.  Wibb) 
interposed ;  the  witness  was  wimdrawn,  and  the 
oommittee  nnanimoudy  passed  a  resolution  cen- 
snring  his  insulting  behavior.  As  soon  as  I 
eould,  sir,  I  made  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due 
to  the  o<Hmnittee,  for  having  been  transported 
by  such  provocation  to  lose  the  momentary 
command  of  my  temper.  The  wituMs,  on  being 
again  brought  into  the  room,  apologized  for  the 
Insnlt,  and  was  afterwards,  as  he  had  been  by 
me  before,  treated  wiUi  perfect  respect,  as  due 
to  his  ponti(m  as  a  witness.  I  think,  dr,  this 
ezplsn^on  and  statemmt  of  the  ftots  Is  doe  to 
the  oommittee  and  to  the  House ;  the  prompt 
course  adopted  by  the  oommittee  is  alone  a 
saffieifflit  i^fntat^on  of  the  false  statements 
which  have  rendered*  this  explanation  neces- 
sary. I  knew  what  was  dne  to  a  witness,  and  I 
felt  what  was  dne  to  myself.  I  do  not  envy,  sir, 
that  wretch  his  callousness  and  insensibility, 
who,  when  asBidled  by  a  ruffian,  wotid  not,  with- 
out regard  to  who  he  is,  resist,  if  necessary, 
force  by  force.  Grateftil  to  the  House  for  the 
indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  I  shall 
not  any  longer  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 

Hr.  FXTTON,  having  concluded,  then  resumed 
his  seat 

The  resolodmi  of  the  committee  (Mf  inveatiga- 
tioa  was  Ihen  read  by  the  Olerk  of  the  House. 

tf  r.  WisB  then  rose  «id  said : 

ISt.  Speaker:  I  request  the  same  indulgence 
that  has  been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Ten- 
UMsee,  (Mr.  Peyton  ;)  I  request  the  indnlgence 
not  so  much  on  my  own  account,  personally,  as 
in  respect  to  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a 
member.  I  wish  to  show  how  the  proceedings 
of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresented 
and  1)elied  by  that  inftmions  wretch  who  has 
published  his  card  in  the  Globe.  Prom  the  first 
moment  he  (R.  M.  Whitney)  came  before  the 
committee,  I  saw,  or  thought  I  saw,  in  what 
his  examination  t^lAt  result  before  its  termina- 
tion. It  may  have  oeen  imaginadon,  but  I  an- 
tidpated  his  intentions  from  the  start.  He  was 
erioently  disposed  to  tiy  my  MaaA  tnm  Tra- 
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nessee  and  myself.   He  had  felt  his  way,  tm 
some  time  before,  in  the  Globe.   He  tried  oar 
patience  there  l^atteimitiiw  to  drftwooratUa- 
tion  towards  faun  by  bis  insnlting  cards  and 
paragraphs.   "We  both  had  fiuled  to  take  any 
notice  of  him ;  we  could  not  recognize  him  as 
a  gentleman  in  any  req>eot   His  behavior  and 
manner,  when  he  came  before  the  committee, 
was  that  of  a  snpercilions,  self-important,  coo- 
tomaoions,  and  contemptuous  witness.  Bis  an- 
swers to  interrogatories  were  given  in  writing. 
He  would  write  bis  answer  at  the  table,  ana 
then,  with  an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance, 
would  fold  his  arms,  cock  up  his  1^  against 
the  wall,  and  cast  glances,  fdil  of  defiaiice  and 
expressive  of  contempt,  at  me  and  my  friend 
from  Tennessee,  as  if  anxious  to  insult  us  by  his 
looks.   To  all  this  behavuM*,  dr,  not  »  remark 
was  applied;  no  notice  of  hia  insolence  was 
taken ;  we  treated  him  with  quiet  composure 
and  decent  respect,  until,  emboldened  by  our 
forbearance,  he  went  ntrthw;  he  behaved 
worse ;  he  tried  the  experiment  of  being  per- 
sonal in  his  answer.   His  course,  I  think,  was 
tentative;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might 
dare  to  go.   The  night  this  occurrence  liappon- 
ed,  I  was  sitting,  with  several  of  my  colleagues 
of  the  committee,  on  a  sofa  in  a  comer  of  the 
room,  on  one  side  of  the  fireplace,  conversing 
in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a  way  certainly  very 
agreeable  to  myself^  telling  anecdotes  in  whi»> 
pers.   The  silence  which  reigned  waif  broken 
onlf  at  intervals  by  the  aimnndatioii  of  an  in- 
terrogatory,  or  the  reacUng  of  an  answv.  The 
answer  to  the  qnesticm  which  caused  the  aSnj 
wasaimoimced;  the  attention  of  all  to  the  rea£> 
iug  of  it  was  called.  The  witness  was  rittJng  at 
a  table  in  the  comer,  on  the  opponte  side  <tf  the 
fireplace  from  the  sofa ;  a  long  teble  was  sitting 
in  front  of  the  fireplace ;  the  churman  and  Ur. 
pETToir  were  .dtting  on  tiie  side  next  the  fir& 
the  former  towards  the  end  next  tbe  sofa,  and 
the  latter  towards  the  end  next  the  witneaa. 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  opposite  ade  of 
the  table.   The  hack  of  the  chairman  was  tow- 
ards me,  and  when  he  read  the  answer,  and 
Mr.  Peyton  looked  around,  it  brought  his  (Mr. 
P.*s)  Aill  face  towards  me.  As  soon  as  the  an- 
swer was  read,  I  looked  at  my  friend,  and  saw 
he  was  flushed  with  excitement;  his  &ce  beam- 
ed with  indignation;  no  one  could  mistake  his 
feelings.   He  first  addressed  the  chfUnnao,  by 
saying,  "Mr,  Oh^rman,  I  wish  yon  distinctly 
to  inform  the  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult 
me  here."   He  was  proceeding,  when  I  arose, 
and  remarked,  *'  Mr.  Churman,  the  d  d  in- 
solence of  this  witness  is  insufferable,  and  has 
been  borne  long  enongh.'*  He  had,  in  fact,  Mr. 
Speaker,  declined  to  answer  one  question  be- 
cause it  was  "  inquisitorial ; "  and  because  an- 
other was  "inquisitorial,"  he  declined  to  an- 
swer itj  and  had  rung  all  the  cban^  upon  that 
word  till,  if  reiteration  conld  convince  and  sup- 
ply the  place  of  truth,  one  might  have  believcn, 
horn  mere  repetiticm,  that  the  eommittea-viir: 
what  it  has  been  daunuioed  to  b<^  maS  than 
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ft  Spanish  inqidsitloDl  Sir,  he  had  reoetrod  his 
me. 

But  to  proceed :  My  MmA  rose  as  I  uttered 
these  words  reepeotuig  the  wttDess,  pot  me 
bM^  with  his  arm,  and  add}  "  This  is  mj  bosi- 
nces,  M9v»;  not  70018."  And  he  walked 
aCrtf  ^  up  to  the  witaess  where  he  wt,  and 
•Bid  to  htm  nearly  these  words — I  will  en- 
deavor to  give  his  very  words,  however  harsh : 
"Yo«  talk  about  my  shielding  myself  behind 
my  oonstitoHonal  privilegee.  Now,  I  tell  yoa 
that  I  claim  no  ooDBtatational  priTil^es  to  pro- 
tect me  from  yonr  insnlts  in  my  presence ;  and 

yon  d  d  thief  and  robbe/,  if  yoa  dare  to  in- 

snlt  me,  here  or  elsewhere,  to  my  face,  I  will 
yoa  to  death  on  the  spot  I "  The  chairman 
oalled  me  to  order,  and  I  had  sat  down ; 
be  immediately  oalled  my  friend  back  to  his 
•eat;  for  it  is  bat  doe,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the 
<4iairman  to  say  that  he  has  done  his  dnty,  in 
an  reqpecta  on  that  committee.  My  friend  took 
Ids  aeaL  when  the  wltnem  rose,  and  began  to 
anj,  "Mr.  Ohurman,  I  ham  been  swDmcmed  to 
Appear  b^ne  this  committee,  and  I  dtita  ita 
BTOteetion**— —  He  did  nt^  finish  the  sentence, 
befbre  my  ftiend  rose  and  told  him  to  sit  down. 
**S!t  down,  slrl  yon  have  no  right  to  speak 
bere  bat  in  writing,  and  yoa  shim  not  attor  a 

word;  if  yoa  speak  another  word,  I  will "  

Sr,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly  what  he 
1^  he  would  do;  he  used  many  harsh  epi- 
thets,  snch  as  "d— d  sooondrel."  The  wit- 
ness uttered  not  a  word,  but  he  was  standing, 
and  iramediat^y  advanced  bis  left  foot,  and 
pnt  hte  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  rirht 
poeket.  I  WAS  standing  then  imme^atoly  be- 
nind  mj  fHend,  and  se^g  Wldfau^  aaBmne  tiiis 
Bttttode^  I  wdked  qoi^y  aronnd  the  end  <tf  the 
tftUe,  near  to  Whitney's  left  ade.  I  expected 
him  to  draw  a  deadly  we^Mm  mi  my  filcnd.  I 
watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  whi^  could  t>e  seen  by  me;  and,  had  It 
moved  one  inch,  he  had  died  upon  the  spot  I 
That  was  my  determination.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to 
say  that,  if  he  bad  drawn  his  deadly  weapon 
on  my  friend,  it  should  never  have  done  its  ex- 
ecution. I  considered  my  friend  in  imminent 
danger,  and  stood  prepared  to  arrest  it — to  pre- 
rent  his  lift  from  being  taken  by  a  villain,  who 
wore  every  appearance  and  assiuned  the  very 
■ttitodeftfaninndioiMaaaaarin.  Happily  I  had 
no  ocoanoD  to  interpose,  bnt  in  a  fiiODdly  man- 
ner to  taeeo  my  friend  away,  who  had,  setiog 
die  poaitkm  of  the  witness,  pnt  his  hand  in  his 
ioeom.  I  stepped  in  between  them,  took  bold 
of  Mr.  pBTTON,  caught  him  by  bis  waistcoat, 
and  closed  it.  I  told  him  Whitoey's  blood  was 
not  worth  spilling,  and  was  not  fit  to  stain  any 
man — he  was  not  worthy  of  his  notice.  My 
friend  sat  down,  saying,  "  Tea,  he  is  worth  my 
notice  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insolts 

ne.   I  would  notice  any  d  d  dogl  "  The 

chairman  expostulated  with  him,  and  my  friend 
replied,  "Yon  have  not  seen  him,  rir;  he  has 
been  looking  at  nie — looking  at  me,  sir ;  and  he 
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shall  not  look  at  me  again  I  I  submit  it  to  you, 
sir,  whether  I  have  not  treated  htm  as  if  he 
were  a  gentleman."  The  Ohair  remonstrated 
ag^nst  mrther  disorder.  Whitney  bad  not  ut- 
tered a  word  after  he  was  ordered  by  my  firiend 
to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until  after  he  had  re- 
tired and  returned  to  the  committee  room.  Mr. 
Huom  had  been  speaking;  the  witness  was 
requested  to  retire.  Mr.  Hahsb  offered  the 
resolution  you  have  heard  read ;  it  passed  onui- 
imoosly;  witoeA  was  called  in;  tlie  chairman 
returned  him  bis  offensive  answer,  and  infonned 
him  of  the  resolution,  and  he  immediately  stud: 
'*  Mr.  Ohairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespectful  to 
the  committee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  apologize 
for  it"  The  clerk  took  down  his  words  imme- 
diately, unknown  to  most  of  the  members,  and 
the  committee,  afterwards,  when  Mr.  Hakes 
was  about  to  move  to  insert  the  witness's  apol- 
ogy, withdrew  bis  motion,  because  the  commit- 
tee concurred  unanimoosly,  I  tfaonght,  that  the 
derk  had  correctly  reo(Mrded  it  alraady.  Thus 
ended  the  whole  a£^. 

I  went  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Hahbb,  Mr. 
Mabtiv,  and  Mr.  Faibfieui,  all,  I  think,  ia  the 
committee,  and  begged  them  not  to  adjourn 
until  my  friend's  excitement  entirely  subsided. 
I  suggested  that  be  shoold  be  permitted  to  ask 
another  question  or  two,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee should  discbarge  the  witoeas  before  it  ad- 
journed ;  so  that  Mr.  Fbtton  might  become 
cahn,  and  not  retire  at  the  same  time  with  the 
witoess.  This  course  was  adopted,  and  suooess- 
fiilly  pursued.  Whitoey  came  bade  in(o  the 
committee  room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thougbti  and  answered  the  next 
question  pnHkHmded  in  the  only  becoming  maor 
ner  he  cohibited  at  alL*  Sndi,  sir,  is  a  true 
statoment  of  the  whde  transaction,  and  snob 
was  the  part  in  it  which  I  bore.  I  pnt  it  to  the 
members  of  the  committee  to  say  whether  what 
Whitoey  has*  published  of  my  conduct  on  that 
occasion  is  correct ;  whether,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  my  first  denunciation  of  his  insolence, 
and  of  my  after  expression  that  he  was  not 
worthy  of  notice,  my  interpodtton  was  not 
peacefnl.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  oooadon  the  part 
of  a  pacificator.  He  says  I  approached  him 
with  my  friend  to  ogle  him  and  frown  him  • 
down.  It  is  true  I  did  approach  him,  and  eye 
him,  when  I  suspected  his  deugn  to  draw  a 
w«mon;  I  stood  ready  and  watchfal  to  protect 
my  xHendj  buti  call  upon  every  gentleman  on 
the  onunuttee,  of  all  parties  friend  or  foe,  to 
say  whether  I  have  not  stated  the  foots  truly. 
I  say  that  no  part  or  parcel,  jot  or  tittle,  of  the 
statement  of  that  Inlamoua  wretch  (Whitoey) 
is  true^  except  the  one  statement  of  the  qnea- 
tion  aiid  answer.  He  states  nothing  as  it  00- 
ourred,  and  something  that  did  not  occur  at  all. 
I  call  upon  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  who 
should  be  the  best  witness,  to  say  if  these  are 
not  the  facts. 

Mr.  Gablaitd,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  was 
extremely  unpleasant  to  him  at  any  time,  and 
under  any  circomstanoes,  to  make  a  statement 
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in  reference  to  a  personal  eootroTersj;  bat, 
from  the  Tarions  haea,  in  Tarions  direotioiui, 
vhioli  had  been  given  to  the  traosaotioa  referred 
to  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Wise,)  he  thoa^t  it 
due  to  the  committee,  to  the  Hoose,  and  to  the 
coaotry,  that  a  correct  statement  should  be 
made.  Ur.  Q.  B£ud,  without  expressing  any 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  "  card  "  referred  to^  or 
iDj  other  part  of  the  transaction,  he  wonld 
simply  eaj  that  the  statement  ^f  the  fiMJts  and 
drccmstancea  related  by  his  oolleagne  were 
nihstantially  oorroot,  and  detailed  vaj  mnch 
as  they  happened.  Some  things  staled  he  did 
not  see ;  others  occurred  which  were  omitted, 
not  affectiag  the  substantial  correctness  of  the 
narrative.  Mr.  G.  said  he  did  not  see  flie  scowl 
and  coDtemptnoos  look  which  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  states  Mr,  'Whitney  to  have 

S'ren  him;  his  eyes  were  toraed  in  another 
rection  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have  happen- 
ed; bnt  he  distinctly  remembers  hearing  the 
gentleman  fW>m  Tennessee  complain  of  it  at  the 
time,  and  as  the  principal  cause  of  his  excite- 
ment. Mt.  G.  said  the  occurrence. was  very 
sodden,  and  the  gentleman  Irom  Tennessee  was 
oertaioly  very  mach  excited.  He  said  that, 
with  a  view  to  restore  qoiet,  he  stated  to  Mr. 
indtney  that  a  qnestion  wonld  arise  as  to  the 
disposition  of  his  answer,  and  that  he  must  re- 
tire; which  he  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  Jiad 
left  the  room,  Mr,  Pbtton  became  more  tran- 
quil, apologized  to  the  committee,  and  stated 
that  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on  account 
of  the-insult  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 
^ven  Lim  in  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
the  scowl  and  contemptuous  look  with  which 
it  was  accompanied.  ,  Mr.  Whitney  was  then 
called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the  committee 
In  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him ;  he  then 
aiK>l<M;ized  to  the  committee  in  the  terms  con- 
tained in  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  omnmit- 
tee  Just  read. 

Mr.  GnxBT  Bud  he  rose  birt  to  make  a  few 
SDS^^Ions.  The  situation  in  which  he  stood, 
as  a  member  of  the  Select  Committee,  reqnu^d 
him  to  make  a  few  remarks,  lest  his  silence 
shonld  be  misconstrued.  It  wonld  be  obvious 
to  all  who  freqaently  attend  our  courts  of  jns- 
'tice,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  nine  persons 
to  witness  a  transaction,  and  all  concur  in  giv- 
ing their  testimony  concerning  it,  though  all 
might  be  equally  and  perfectly  honest  Each 
would  remember  the  part  that  made  the  strong- 
est impression  on  his  mind — one  would  pay 
more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  while  an- 
other would  particnW-ly  note  the  gestures.  He 
much  donbted  whether,  if  each  mnnbar  of  tlie 
committee  shcndd  retire  to  his  room,  and  write 
out  what  he  recollected  of  the  transadion  in 
tiie  committee  room,  any  two  would  be  fbtmd 
to  wree  upon  Uie  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  differed  as  much 
in  tiieir  acoonnts  as  Mr.  Whitney  differed  in  his 
with  eithereentleman  who  had  spoken  on  this 
subieot.  Tm»  disagreement  of  persons  in 
thcur  apcoonts  of  what  bad  teaiuf[dred  was  per^  I 
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fectly  reo(mcilable  with  hiMieet  intentions;  con- 
seqnentiy,  he  should  not  impeach  the  character 
of  members  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witnew 
who  was  before  them,  if  all  did  not  concur  in 
the  order  and  detuls  of  what  had  transpired. 
Unl^  we  can  agree  among  ourselves  as  to  that 
occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  prbprie^, 
condemn  one  who  differed  no  more  mm  oa 
than  we  among  onrselves. 

He  had  lost  come  in  from  the  committee 
room,  and  did  not  understand  bow  tliis  disens- 
non  anMB,  nor  tiie  prmse  ol^ect  that  wu  in 
▼lew.  He  preeomed  it  was  intended  to  pat  the 
Honae  and  country  in  possesion  of  an  accurate 
and  tme  aoconnt  of  wtuit  occurred  between  Mr. 
I^TTOir  and  Mr.  Whitney.  As  so  many  jarring 
accounts  had  gone  forth,  such  a  desire  is  not 
without  reason  in  its  favor.  He  had  not  beard 
the  accounte  given  by  those  who  preceded  himf 
and  hence  he  coold  not  say  whether  those  ac- 
counts were  in  accordance  with  bis  own  rect^ 
lection  or  not.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose 
to  express  an  opinion  at  this  Mme  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statements  of  others,  and  cer- 
tainly  none  in  relation  to  statements  which  he 
had  hefud  only  in  part.  Kor  would  he  now 
express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.  The  gentleman  from  Vir^ia 
Webb)  had  a  day  or  two  ago  given  notice  to  the 
committee  that,  when  the  report  should  be 
made  to  the  House,  as  he  understood  him,  he 
should  bring  up  the  subject  of  that  card,  and 
should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  oc^ies 
of  the  question  and  answer.  At  that  time,  and 
not  at  the  present,  he  expected  this  matter 
would  come  up  as  a  subject  of  discussion.  He 
thought  the  committee  had  not  generally  ex- 
peotM  it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  believed 
they  were  not  generally  in;  but  if  they  wer^ 
he  strongly  doubted  the  propriety  of  members 
ririog  in  th^  places  and  making  verbal  reports 
ofwhatth^rewdleoted.  He  thought  it  better 
that  the  ccnmnittee  dioald  agree  among  them- 
.selvea,  aa  br  as  they  were  oi^ble  of  doing  so, 
as  to  what  had  truispired,  and  present  it  in  a 
tangible  and  definite  shape,  so  that  it  wonld 
command  credence  wherever  it  went.  When 
the  committee  shall  agree,  the  country  will  feel 
an  assurance  that  tliey  have  arrived  at  Ae 
truth. 

If  we  cannot  agree  npon  the  facia,  how,  sir, 
are  those  who  report  what  we  now  say  to 
agree!  Will  every  reporter  and  letter-writ«r 
give  the  same  account  of  what  we  affirm  in  the 
matterl  He  thought  he  hazarded  nothing  in 
saying,- not  two  of  all  these  wonld  agree.  It 
will  be  the  same  with  others  who  beer  what 
we  now  say.  Nay,  wr,  befin«  we  leave  this 
House  a  difference  of  recollection  will  be  found 
to  prevfdl  as  to  what  we  have  said.  By  to- 
morrow we  shall  find  a  very  wide  difference  in 
t^is  respect  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads^ 
these  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  they  travel,  and  all  will  remain  in 
unoertunty.  NewHMner  readers  will  fall  into 
the  errors  of  the  paUishen,  and  while  one  put 
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of  the  oommimitf  vUl  believe  <Nie  account, 
othra-  pwtions  oiaj  equally  believe  others,  and 
dl  iriae  from  the  truth.  From  these,  among 
other  omridendiona,  he  thought  this  maimer 
of  plating  this  matter  before  the  public  was 
hkp] J  exoe|iti<mable. 

Be  had  entirely  abstained  from  stating  one 
word  of  what  did  occur,  as  he  reooUeoted  it. 
Before  he  sat  down,  he  ahoold  propose  a  reeo- 
hitioa  in  these  words: 

RetolMd,  That  the  select  ctHnmittee,  of  which  the 
boDcnmble  Jahes  Gahland  ia  chairman,  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  Honse  the  facta  in  relation  to  the 
difficulty  that  occaired  between  H r.  Fettoh,  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  and  Ur.  'Whitney,  a  witness 
oiled  before  that  committee,  while  said  witness  was 
nder  examination. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  House  was  dedrons 
cf  becoming  ao^adnted  with  the  occnrrence 
referred  to ;  bnt  if  it  was,  he  thought  this  would 
be  a  saitatue  and  proper  manner  of  obtfuning 
the  &ot9.  The  narrative  nven  by  the  witness 
had  been,  he  understood  from  those  who  had 
listened  to  ^tlemen  who  preceded  him,  ob- 
jected to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  com- 
mittee be  required  to  report  the  facts,  the  cof- 
reotoess  of  this  statement  would  be  tested.  This 
would  be  doing  justice  to  its  author  and  to  the 
objectors.  Then  the  public  mind,  which  is 
&Teridi  with  conUnned  excitement  on  ques- 
tions of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  tran- 
qnilUzed  and  settled  on  one  at  least  Continual 
taUiog  <ni  the  snUect  would  no  more  settie  this 
qnestum  than  it  Lad  settled  those  which  the 
WMnmittne  were  ordered  to  inquire  about. 
T^e,  the  committee  cannot,  perhaps,  report 
the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principal 
actors  in  the  soene.  He  bad  understood  these 
intestions,  in  whole  or  inpart,  bad  been  already 
oommunicated  to  the  Bouse.  He  presumed 
those  who  had  gone  latgely  into  det^  did  not 
intentionally  give  more  than  what  was  recol- 
lected j  and  he  would  say  that  he  had  not  yet 
heard  it  allied  by  any  one  that  Mr.  "Whitney's 
account  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth, 
except  in  a  sin|^e  word  in  the  relation  of  what 
he  said  after  he  returned  to  the  committee.  He 
should  not  express  any  personal  wish  as  to  the 
dinontkm  of  this  matter.  If  its  importance 
entitled  it  to  the  oondden^on  of  the  Bouse,  he 
thought  the  same  reasons  would  impd  us  to 
•eek  the  undisputed  truth,  and  place  it  before 
the  public;  and  by  that  let  those  who  have 
made  statements  be  judged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegations  of 
others  was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The 
matter  affirmed  to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be 
misr^Ktrted,  and  the  affirmation  be  made  to 
cover  statements  never  intended  to  be  vonohed 
for  or  denied.  From  differences  in  recoUeotion 
new  controvermes  mi^ht  arise,  giving  birth  to 
feelings  not  to  be  dengnedly  promoted  by  tins 
HoosfL  and  not  prodnottve  of  good  anywhere. 
Ihuar,he  undartood,tbe  statementa  of  fiuts 
had  been  mingled  with  much  other  matter  not 
vieU  calcnjated  to  enable  others  to  nndentai^ 


them.  If  tiie  oommittee  should  report  the  facts, 
they  would  not  be  interspersed  with  biting  and 
criminating  epithets  henied  upon  the  witness, 
having  nouiing  to  do  with  what  trans^red  in 
the  committee  room.  He  thought  the  true  way 
of  uriving  at  the  truth  was  to  call  for  it  in  an 
authentic  form,  and  then  the  Honse  could  judge 
where  the  blame  ought  to  rest  This  he  thought 
due  to  all  parties,  and  oonld  not  furly  be  ob- 
jected to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  would 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resolution  which  he 
had  read,  and  ask  the  House  to  adopt  it 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  ob- 
jected to,  was  not  in  order  at  this  time.] 

Ur.  WisB  then  again  rose  to  condude  his  re- 
marks, which  be  had  not  finished  before  Hr. 
GiLLST  rose.  He  sud :  Sir,  in  continuation  of 
my  statement^  I  have  to  remark  that  my  ftiend 
mm  Tennessee  is  pardonable  for  mnoh  he  ssid 
and  ^d  on  that  oooaatm.  He  spoke  many 
harsh  WOTds,  but  under  the  strongest  ezdte* 
ment  We  botii  looked  upon  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney as  a  base  minion  of  executive  power,  who 
went  there  with  a  pre-detramination  to  insult 
us.  He  oam&  baiaked  and  endorsed,  and 
prompted  by  the  highest  authority,  to  brow- 
beat and  taunt  ua,  and  to  trample  upon  the 
power  of  a  oommittee  constitutionally  ndsed  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people  to  detect  and 
e^>ose  his  villanons  connection  with  the  exec- 
utive branch  of  the  Government  Hy  fiiend 
regarded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  uent^  a  miser- 
aue  %oo\  oi  otba»— others  the  highest  m  power. 
It  was  too  mnchf  air,  to  sufibr  nis  ant&^zed 
insults.  Hy  fiiend  did  not  treat  him  as  an 
equal;  but  he  was  transported  with  pasrion  at 
his  insolence  and  efih>ntery.  He  did  and  ssid 
many  thin^  which  beouue  not  himself  bnt 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  BO<m  as 
he  became  calm  and  cool,  he  apolo^^zed  to  the 
oommittee  in  the  most  reepectful  terms. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ur.  Gillbt) 
says  that  ''many  things  which  Whitney  says 
are  true."  I  repeat,  sir,  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittle,  of  his  statement,  except  the  queo- 
tion  and  answer,  ia  true ;  it  is  wholly  false  in 
matter  and  manner ;  in  fact,  and  coloring,  and 
context — emphatioaUy  false— ^alse  in  itaUosI 
His  statement  as  to  his  wology  when  he  re- 
turned to  the  CtHnmittee,  I  venture  to  si^,  no 
memberof  the  CtHnmittee  will  vouch;  and  that 
he  makes  especially  n  marked  statemmt  by 
WOTds  in  italios.  Ia  this  he  is  wilfnlly  a^ 
brazenly  false;  and  no  member  on  the  com- 
mittee can  endorse  his  statement  The  gentle- 
man firom  New  York  (Ur.  Gillbt)  says  he  will 
not  undertake  here  to  m^  a  statement  Sir, 
I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not.  I  have  my 
statement  confirmed  by  mj  honorable  colleague, 
(Ur.  Gasland,)  and  that  is  all  I  want  It  may 
be,  sir — do  not  say  it  is  so — hot  it  inay  be 
likely,  that  some  geatlemau  who  was  present  so 
lost  his  wits  on  ue  occariiHi  that  he  oould  not 
make  a  statement  if  he  were  to  try  1  Now,  it 
is  proposed  to  oounle  the  name  of  mr  friend 
in  a  resolntioa  with  that  of  B.  IC.  Whitney. 
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I  hope,  sir,  the  House  will  cot  bo  d^ade  my 
friend,  by  the  aesociation  even  m  names. 
What  1  conple  the  name  ot »  villain,  pensitmed 
fin:  his  petjory,  with  the  name  of  BxLa  Fxttok, 
in  the  same  resoinlioD  I  Sir,  if  700  bad  been 
present  and  witnessed  the  sooae  of  that  night, 
jon  would  have  been  stmck  with  the  immense 
difference  between  the  two  men.  I  will  tell 
Ton  wliat  70a  wonld  have  seen:  yon  would 
have  seen  the  lugh  elevation  of  an  honest, 
bold,  oonrageons,  manly,  noble  dispoeition, 
above  a  low,  base,  cowering,  cowardly,  dis- 
honest wretch  I  That,  sir,  was  the  only  spec- 
tacle you  would  have  seen.  And  I  say,  sir,  let 
those  of  the  two  classes  of  spirits  then  present 
be  respectively  consorted  together  and  assimi- 
lated to  each  other  I 

Ur.  Haiob  (a  member  of  the  committee) 
said  that  he  shoold  not  detidn  tb«  House  wiu 
any  remarks  of  his,  were  it  not  fat  an  obsetrar 
tioD  that  feU  from  the  gentleman  frvmi  Tennes- 
see, (Mr.  pBTTON,)  ana  had  been  repeated  by 
tihe  gentleman  from  Yirnmawho  last  oconpied 
the  floor.  (Ur.  Wise.)  They  bad  stated  that 
the  gwueman  from  yii^ia  had  notified  the 
members  of  the  committee,  that  when  this 
subject  came  before  the  Honse,  he  would  call 
npon  them  to  pronounce  Kr.  Whitney's  card 
false  in  ever^  part,  except  so  much  as  related  to 
the  prooeedmgs  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Ur. 
E.)  now  remained  nlent,  after  what  had  oc- 
onrred,  it  might  be  inferred  timt  he  had  borne 
testimony  to  the  falsehood  so  chai^d.  He  did 
not  intend  that  any  snoh  inference  should  be 
drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentieman  from 
New  Tork,  (Ur.  Gnxn,)  that  no  nine  indi- 
Tiduals  who  might  be  present  at  an  affair  <^ 
tiUs  kind  conld  be  founds  who  wonld  ^terwards 
State  all  the  det^ls  alike ;  and  at  this  time  he 
would  not  go  into  details.  As  to  J£r.  Wldtney's 
**  card,*'  he  wonld  neither  pronounce  It  true 
nor  £aue.  He  had,  as  he  st^ed  in  oonversalion 
with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  other 
day,  read  it  but  Imstily,  when  it  first  appeared ; 
and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at  it 
innce.  Bnt,  as  he  was  up,  he  would  say  that, 
without  going  into  particulars,  the  outlines  of 
the  transaction,  as  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from  Vi^^nia, 
were  substantially  correct. 

He  thom^t  it  due  to  blmaelf  to  state  what 
had  been  his  own  course  In  the  matter.  When 
the  ezdtement  took  placjs,  and  the  htmorsble 
(^airman  called  "  order,"  he  (Ur.  H.)  rose  and 
commenced  making  u  speech,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  aid  the  ohunnau  in  prodncing 
order  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued  npon 
the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, nntil  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submit- 
ting the  resolution  which  was  nnanimonsly 
adopted  by  the  committee.  He  thought  the 
re8olnti<m  dne  to  the  committee,  dne  to  the 
individual  member  involved,  uid  due  to  the 
witness  himself  who  had  in  some  measure  pro- 
voked what  followed. 

His  (Ur.  H.'8)  opinien  was,  tiutt  s  Titneaa 
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called  before  a  committee,  having  an  interro- 
gatory propounded  to  him,  oo^t  either  to 
answer  or  to  dedine.  If  he  dedined  answer- 
ing a  question,  that  was  enotuh.  He  had  no 
ri^t  to  proceed  fbrther,  and  make  remarka 
abont  the  committee,  or  an  individual  member 
of  it,  which  were  of  a  personal  character,  <a 
which  reflected  upon  them  in  any  manner  dia- 
reepectfully.  Sncn  a  practice  oonid  not  be 
tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unanimously 
of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sodden  gust  of  passion,  this  mo- 
mentary excitement,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee expressed  his  r^ret,  and  apolo^zed  to 
the  committee  for  what  nad  taken  place  on  his 
part.   The  witness  was  called  back,  and  apolo- 

fized  to  the  committee  for  any  thingbe  bad 
one  of  a  disrespeotftil  chuaeter.  lie  Oti, 
H.)  had  hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have 
renudned  there ;  but  it  Beamed  tiiat  by  some 
means  it  bad  got  out,  and  was  travelling  uiron^ 
the  countiy  in  the  newspapers.  False  and 
exaggerated  statements,  in  r^rd  to  it^  were 
no  doubt  circulated  in  public  journals ;  snd 
although  he  deprecated  all  discussions  of  tins 
sort,  yet  he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee perfectly  Jnstifiable  in  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  Honse,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  statement  in  his  own  defence. 

Havmg  siud  thus  much,  he  would  trouble 
the  House  no  fhrtSier. 


UoHDAT,  February  6. 
Pmidrnttittl  EteeUon^CwaUng  &«  Votet, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate^ 
infomdng  ttie  House  of  its  cononrrence  in  the 
report  of  the  joint  committee  appointed  to  con- 
riaer  and'  report  upon  the  mode  of  countiBg 
out  the  votes  for  President  and  Yice  Preadent 
of  the  United  States. 

Ur.  Thoicas  moved  that  the  Honse  concur 
with  the  Senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions 
thereto  appended,  as  reported  by  him  to  tins 
House  on  Saturday  evening,  as  follows : 

"  The  committee  on  the  put  of  the  Honse  oC  Rep- 
resentativea,  'appointed  to  join  sndi  committee  as 
might  be  ^)pointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
ascert^  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes 
for  Preddent  and  Vice  Frecddent  of  the  United 
States;  <rf  notifyii^  Hbo  pentus  elected  ot  tfadr 
election ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
ascertaii^Dg  vhettter  any  votes  were  given  at  the 
recent  election  contrary  to  the  prohibition  contained 
in  the  second  section  of  the  sectnid  artide  of  the  con- 
stitntion ;  and,  if  any  sucb  votes  were  givm,  wh«t 
on^t  to  be  done  with  them ;  and  whether  any  and 
what  proviskm  oogfat  to  be  made  for  seearing  the 
futhM  obswranee  in  flitare  of  that  secOtn  tha 
constitution,'  report: 

"  Tliat  the  short  period  at  which  they  were 
pomted  before  the  day  on  wUd»  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Tice  Freddent  of  the  United  States  have 
to  be  counted,  has  prevented  them  from  faivestigalhig 
the  acts  sabmitted  to  tbdr  examinatiim  as  Iblly  aa 
ndght  have  been  dme,  bad  swre  time  been  aUowed. 
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The  eomegpoDdwica  wfakfa  hu  takca  ptaoe  between 
the  cbakman  of  the  eonunhtoe  end  the  beads  of  the 
dlflfcrent  depertmenta  of  the  execuliTe  branch  of  the 
OoTemment  accompanies  this  report,  from  which  It 

S»peaTS  that  Isaac  Waldron,  who  was  an  elector  in 
ew  Hampshire,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment 
as  elector,  pre^dcnt  of  a  deposit  bank  at  Ports- 
mrocth,  and  wu  app(^ted  and  acting  as  pension 
agenlt  witbout  compensation,  under  the  anthori^  of 
Ihe  United  States ;  that,  In  two  cases,  peraons  of  the 
■Bine  names  with  the  individoals  who  were  appointed 
and  voted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  North  Oarolina, 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  portmasters  under  the 
General  Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New 
Bampehire  there  is  one  case ;  in  Connecticut  there 
fa  one  caae ;  in  North  Carolina  there  is  one  case ;  in 
■wtiiA^  ftotn  tiie  raport  of  the  PoBtmastw  General,  it 
b  prcteble  diat,  at  the  time  of  qqxrfntment  of  eIeo> 
ton  in  these  States,  respectirelj,  the  electns,  or 
persons  of  the  same  names,  were  deputy  postmasters. 
The  committee  Iuto  not  ascertained  whether  the 
electors  are  the  same  individuals  who  held,  or  are 
presumed  to  have  held,  the  office  of  deputy  poet- 
BHWten  at  the  time  when  the  appointment  of  electors 
wumade;  and  this  is  the  leas  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
Is  confidentiy  believed  that  no  diange  In  the  result 
of  the  electtoQ  of  dtber  the  President  or  Vice  I^esi- 
dent  wrxUd  be  affected  by  the  ascertainment  of  the 
be*  in  eitlier  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would  hi 
any  event  be  abstryted  from  the  whole  number ;  for 
tfi0  committee  cannot  adopt  the  oidmon  entertained 
bT"  MBte,  that  a  sin^e  illegal  vote  would  'riUate  the 
mole  electoral  vote  of  ue  coU^  of  electors  th 
which  it  was  given,  particularly  in  cases  where  the 
vote  of  the  wh<de  college  has  been  given  for  the  same 
penODS. 

"  The  committee  are  of  opimon  that  the  second 
secticm  of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution, 
wind)  declares  that '  no  Senator,  or  Representative, 
or  penon  holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under 
tba  United  States,  sbaU  be  qipdnted  an  elector,* 
Dodit  to  be  carried  in  its  whole  spirit  mto  rigid  exe- 
eotioo  in  order  to  prevent  officers  of  the  General 
Govcrranent  from  brWbtg  their  official  power  to  in- 
fluence the  (lections  of  Pneld^t  and  Yice  Preudent 
of  the  Doited  Statea.  Tins  provisirai  of  the  oonsti- 
tDtion,  H  kbdtevad,  esdsdea  and  AsqnaUfies  deputy 
pOitniMtera  ftom  the  appointment  (Selectors,  and  the 
diaqnalification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
■tents;  utd  that  a  resignation  of  the  office  of  deputy 
poatmastcr,  after  his  ^nx^tment  as  elector,  would 
not  entitle  him  to  vote  as  electw  under  the  constita- 
tion. 

"  Should  a  case  occur  in  which  it  became  neces- 
sary to  ascertain  and  detennine  upon  the  qnatiflcap 
tkns  cf  eleeton  of  Fnaldent  and  Vice  Picaident  of 
the  United  States,  the  important  question  would  be 
presented — ^what  tribunal  would,  under  the  oonstitu* 
tioD,  be  competent  to  dedde  F  Whether  the  respec- 
tive colleges  of  doctors  in  the  different  States  should 
decide  upon  die  qualifications  of  their  own  members, 
«r  Oongreas  should  ezerdse  the  power,  is  a  quee- 
tbn  whieh  the  oommittee  are  of  ophii<Hi  ought  to 
be  settled  by  a  permanent  provision  upon  the  sub- 
ject 

•*  Hie  eonunitlee  at  present,  and  In  part,  rqxwt 
tfie  following  reaolulions : 

"  Retolved,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in 
the  duunber  of  the  House  of  BepresentaUves  on 
WedMSdny  next  at  12  o'clock,  and  the  Pieddttt  of 
tbeSenato  ah^  bedw  preiiding  officer;  tbatone 
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pentHL  be  i^ipidnted  a  teller  «l  the  part  of  theBan^ 
ate,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  Home  of  Represent- 
ativee,  to  make  a.Ust  of  the  votes  as  they  shall  be 
declared ;  that  the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  Uie 

Preudent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  atmounce  the  state 
of  the  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to  the  two 
Houses  assembled  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  be  deemed 
a  dedaradtm  of  the  persons  elected  n«ddent  and 
Vice  Preddent  of  the  United  States;  and,  togethw 
with  a  Ibit  of  votes,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of  tiie 
two  Houses. 

"  Rnolvtd,  That,  in  relation  to  the  vote  of  Michi- 
gan, if  the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall 
not  essentially  chaj^  the  result  of  the  election,  they 
shall  be  reported  by  the  Preddent  of  the  Senate  in 
the  following  manner :  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan 
to  be  counted,  the  result  would  be,  fw  A  B  for  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Statee,  votes ;  if  not 

counted  for  A  B  for  Resident  of  the  United  States, 

 votes ;  but,  in  either  event,  A  B  is  dected 

President  <tf  the  United  States.  And  in  the  same 
manner  for  Tke  FKddeBt,** 

Hr.  Ubbobr  was  nnderatood  to  make  an  in- 
quiry of  the  chairman  (Ur.  Thohab)  in  relation 
to  the  faot,  whether  any  votes  have  been  ^vea 
by  persona  not  competent,  under  the  Oonstitn- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  to  vote  as  eleoton 
of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Trouas  said  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
The  committee,  on  iavesti^tion,  had  fonnd 
that  there  were  three  individnals  in  Korth 
Carolina,  one  in  Kew  Hampshire,  and  one  in 
Oonneoticnt,  elected  to  the  electoral  coUfse, 
who  bore  the  aame  name  with  those  of  inoi- 
vidnals  who  were  deputy  postmasters  under 
the  Gouval  Goremment ;  and  the  impreasitA 
on  t^e  minds  of  the  oommittee  was,  that  they 
were  coiwequently  the  same  in^vidoids. 

The  resolutions  were  then  severally  eiHKaned 
in  wil^oat  a  division. 

Aholition  of  Slavery  in  tht  District  <tf  Colum- 

bia—Petitum*  from  the  Females  of  Twnty- 

eight  Tovmi  in  New  Sampthire. 

Petitions  and  memorials  being  called  for  Id 
the  order  of  Btatea  and  Territories, 

Mr.  OcBBrao  said  he  was  charged  with  a 
commisnon  of  some  delicacy,  respecting  which 
he  craved  the  iodakaioe  of  the  Honse.  It 
happened  that  in  his  district  die  Mr  sex  greatly 
OQtntunbered  the  other,  and  the  better  naif  a 
creation  was  no  batf  at  all;  it  was  two-thiida; 
BO  that  he  was  probably  the  Immediate  repre- 
sentative of  more  ladies  than  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of 
his  fair  oonstitnents,  whom  it  was  at  all  times 
his  pleasare  to  serve,  he  had  to  present  petitions 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the 
slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  from 
8,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns 
of  Aroesbory,  Andover,  HaverhilL  Newbory- 
port,  Beading,  and  Balisbmy,  in  the  State  <tf 
Massachusetts. 

These  petitions  were  accordingly  received 
and  laid  on  the  table^  without  debate  or  oom- 
mitmoit  under  the  resolution  of  the  HooBe. 

Mr.  0.  laid  he  had  nor  to  beg  pardon 
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of  the  geotleman  from  New  Hampefaire,  his 
nearest  neighbor  at  home,  (Mr.  Oubhman,)  for 
appearing  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  that 
gentleman's  concerns.  He  (Mr.  OcsHmo)  was 
not  aware  that  the  ladles  of  New  Hampshire 
had  any  general  objection  to  the  proponnding 
of  the  previouB  question  ;  but,  on  tniB  occasion, 
they  had  dietinguiahed  him  ivtth  their  pre- 
ference, BO  far  as  to  desire  to  make  him  their 
organ  in  their  conunnnications  to  the  Hoose. 
Mr.  CusHMAN  signified  his  acqnlescence,  and 
Mr.  GusHiNo  proceeded  to  present  petitions 
from  the  ladies  of  Alstead,  Bedford,  Boscawen, 
Canaan,  OoDcord,  Durham,  Franconia,  Gil- 
manton,  Groton,  Hampton  Falls,  Hanover, 
HftTerhill,  Hebron,  Henniker,  Hillsborough, 
Keene,  Liuacaater,  IJnooIn,  Lyndehorongh,  Mad- 
1>Dr7,  Mount  Yemon,  New  Hampton,  New 
Ua^et,  Orange,  Baymond,  Salem,  and  Salis- 
bury, all  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  tiie  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  peti- 
tions were  severally  received  and  laid  on  the 
table,  under  the  rescdntion  of  the  House. 

Suppre»»ion  tha  Slave-Trade  in  the  District 
^  Columbia— Petition  from  "Mna  Ladia'' 
of  Frederiebiburg^  Virginia. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  presented  the  petition  of 
nine  ladies  of  Fredencksborg,  in  the  State  of 
Virginia.  He  would  not  name  them,  becaose, 
from  the  dispo^tim  which  at  present  prevfuled 
in  the  eotmtry,  he  dSA  not  know  what  might 
happen  to  them  if  he  did  name  them.  It  was 
not  a  petition  for  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Colnmbia,  but  it  was  a  petition 

ning  Congress  to  put  a  stop  to  the  alave- 
3  in  the  ^strict  (n  Colnmbia. 
This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which  had 
seemed  so  strange  to  him  when  he  received  it, 
that  he  did  not  feel  a  perfect  security  that  it 
was  genuine,  and  to  which  he  had  alluded  when 
he  first  b^an  the  presentation  of  his  petitions. 
It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  peti- 
tion of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  shonld  be 
named  1^  him.  Whether  it  was  gamine  vc 
not,  it  was  not  for  lum  to  diamine. 

The  petition  was  wdered  to  lie  m  the  taUe, 
under  the  resolntion. 

Petition  from  23  Slavei. 

Mr.  Adams  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a  paper 
on  which,  before  it  was  presented,  he  desired 
to  have  the  decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was 
a  petition  from  twenty-two  persons,  declaring 
themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a  petition 
as  coming  within  the  order  of  the  House. 

The  Speaesb  said  he  could  not  tell  until  he 
had  the  contents  of  the  petition  in  his  posses- 
sion. 

Hr.  Adaw  said  that  if  the  paper  was  sent 
to  tiie  OlerVs  table,  it  would  be  m  possesdon 
of  the  House,  and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he 
would  see  what  were  its  contents.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  noQUng  except  in  sab- 


[FtaKnur,  1887. 

misfflon  to  the  ralei  t€  the  House.  Tlds  papar 
purported  to  come  flrom  dares,  and  it  was  one 

of  those  petitions  which  had  occurred  to  bis 
mind  as  not  being  what  It  porported  to  be.  B 
was  signed  partly  by  persons  who  could  not 
write,  by  making  their  marks,  and  partly  by 
persons  whose  handwriting  would  manifest  that 
they  had  received  the  education  of  slaves ;  and 
the  petition  declared  itself  to  be  from  slaves, 
and  he  was  requested  to  present  it.  He  woidd 
send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LAWxm  olyectod  to  its  gcnng  to  the 
Cbiur. 

The  Spbaxer  eiud  that  the  circnmatanees  of 
the  case  were  so  extraordinary,  that  he  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  ooone  to 
be  pursued. 

Hr.  Lawlbk  wished  it  to  appear  cm  the 
Jouinal  that  he  had  objected  to  the  paper  ffoag 
to  the  Chair. 

The  Spbaeeb  s(dd  the  genUeman  from  Hassa- 
chusetts  hod  stated  that  the  petition  came  from 
slaves ;  but  it  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
table.  It  was  the  first  time,  in  the  recollection 
of  the  Chair,  that  persons  not  free  had  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  this  House.  The  Chair 
wished  to  take  the  sense  <tf  the  House,  which 
he  had  a  right  to  do.  , 

Mr.  Hatkks  felt  astonished  at  the  coarse 
which  had  been  pursued  by  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  not  only  to-d^, 
out  every  day  for  some  time  past,  whenever 
petitirais were  presented;  but  his a^ooishment 
reached  to  a  height  which  he  felt  tt  impoadble 
to  express,  when  he  saw  the  gentleman  rise  in 
his  place  on  this  fioor,  and  offer  to  present  such 
a  paper  as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr. 
H.  could  not  tell  in  what  manner  he  would 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  might  be 
giviogit  more  attention  than  it  deserved,  if  he 
(Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it.  He 
had  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the 
gentieman  fVom  Massachusetts,  or  any  otha 
genUeman,  should  ever  have  nuide  a  question 
on  a  paper  of  tiiis  kind. 

Mr.  Adams  called  the  gentleman  firom  Qwt' 
to  order,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  making 
personal  reflections. 

Mr.  PiNOENKT  was  opposed  to  a  protracted 
discussion  on  the  sobjec^  which  could  only  lead 
to  useless  excitement  and  confusion,  the  mat-  • 
tor  before  the  House  being  a  subject  for  action, 
not  for  debate.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
act  promptiy  and  decisively. 

Mr.  Hatnes  inquired  of  the  (Dhur  if  he  did 
not  still  hold  the  floor. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentieman  from  Geoma 
held  the  floor,  but  it  not  in  wder  to  mue 
personal  alluKous. 

Ur.  HATinu  stid  the  Speakor  was  aware  that 
he  was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules 
adopted  for  the  order  uid  sovemmoit  of  the 
House.  It  was  w^  known  that,  fhim  the  com- 
mencement of  these  diaousrions,  at  an  early 
dagr  in  the  last  seaslfm  of  Congress  up  to  this 
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uonMiit,  his  lips  had  beea  closed  on  the  snb- 
Ject  in  erery  form ;  beoaose  be  lud  thought 
that  the  members  from  bis  section  of  the  coun- 
try should  he  among  the  last  to  seek  or  promote 
disonsnon  upon  it.  Bnt  he  wonld  not  trust  his 
foelingB  to  pnrsae  the  sul^eot  fiirther  under  its 
present  aq>ect,  extraordinary  as  it  was.  The 
true  motion^  in  his  jnd^ent,  would  be  to  move 
that  the  petition  be  rejected,  sabjeot,  however, 
to  its  withdrawal,  if  the  House  should  become 
further  eDligbteoed  as  to  its  oouteuts. 

Ur.  Lkwib  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind 
would  come  from  anj  gentleman  from  a  slave- 
holding  section  of  the  conotry. 

Kr.  HAXNEa  wonld  cheerfnllj  withdraw  his 
motum. 

Ur.  Iawis  was. glad  tiie  motion  was  with- 
drawn. He  believed  that  the  House  shoudd 
pniiish  severely  snob  an  infhustion  ot  its  deoo- 
rom  and  its  rules ;  and  he  called  on  the  mem- 
ben  from  the  slav«holdmg  States  to  come  for- 
ward now,  and  denumd  from  the  House  the 
pmiisbment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massaohu- 
setts. 

He.  Geaktland  would  second  the  motion, 
and  go  all  lengths  in  support  of  it 

Mr.  Lewis  stud  that,  if  tiie  House  would 
inflict  no  punishment  for  such  flagrant  violations 
of  its  dignity  as  this,  it  wonld  be  i>etter  for  the 
Kepresentatives  from  the  slaveholding  States  to 
go  home  at  oooe. 

Mr.  AuoBD  inquired  if  the  gentieman  from 
Massachnsetts  had  certainly  proposed  to  intro- 
duce this  petition. 

The  Spbakbb  said  tiie  member  from  Massa- 
chnsetts had  risen,  and  stated  that  he  had  a 
petition  craning  from  slaves,  and  had  inquired 
of  tbe  Chair  whether  it  would  come  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference  to  all 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  Clerk  having  been  dket^ed  to  read  tbe 
minutes  which  he  had  taken  at  the  time,  read 
as  follows : 

"Mr.  AsAHs  presented  tbe  petidoa  of  twenty- 
two  penoDs,  deduiiK  tlieinsdvea  to  be  slaves,  and 
wished  to  know  whether  it  ctme  within  tbe  order  of 
theHovae." 

Mr.  AuoED  said  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  intended  to  present  this  petition, 
be,  (Mr.  Alfobd,)  the  moment  it  was  presented, 
should  move,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  South, 
which  be  in  part  represented,  and  which  he 
conceived  had  been  treated  with  indignity,  that 
it  be  taken  from  the  House  and  burnt ;  and 
he  hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend 
to  the  constitntiw  would  support  him.  There 
most  he  an  aid  to  this  constant  attempt  to  raise 
exdtement,  or  the  Union  conid  not  exist  much 
longer.  The  moment  any  man  shoold  disgrace 
the  Oovemmept  under  which  be  lived,  by  pre* 
seating  a  petition  from  slaves  praying  for 
emancipation,  he  hoped  tiiat  petHim  wonld, 
by  order  of  the  Hbnse,  be  committed  to  tiie 
flames. 

Mr.  Tattos  moved  to  suspend  the  role  to 
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enable  him  to  sobmit  a  motion  to  take  from 
the  table,  to  be  hereafter  diroosed  of  as  the 
HoQse  may  decide,  tbe  paper  already  presented 
by  the  gentieman  from  Ma^aohnsetts,  and  whioh 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  nnder  the  resolution 
of  the  House ;  bo  alluded  to  the  paper  presented 
as  a  petition  from  nine  ladies  of  Fredericksburg. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  wonld  state  in  his  place,  and  on 
his  responubility,  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was 
attached  to  that  paper.  He  did  not  believe 
there  was  a  single  one  of  them  of  decent  re- 
spectability. He  believed  the  signatures  to  be 
genuine,  and  be  recognized  only  one  name 
which  he  bad  known  before,  and  tbat  was  the  - 
name  of  a  free  mulatto  woman  of ,  the  worst 
fame  and  reputation.  He  had  been  raised  in. 
Fredeticksbnig^  and  believed  be  was  aoqmdnted 
with  all  persons  of  respectability  reading  there, 
and  be  could  say  there  was  not  <mc  respectable 
name  attached  to  this  paper. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  asked  that  the  petition  - 
might  be  read,  so  as  to  render  the  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts  amenable  to  the  resolution 
which  he  (Mr.  T.)  proposed  to  oflfer. 

The  SrUKEB  n£i  it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  RoBSBTBON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  suspend ;  which  were  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  were—yeas  181,  n^S  60. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pattoit  said  he  was  disposed  to  pnrsne 
as  kind  and  respeotfhl  a  course  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachnsetts  as  the  circumstanoes 
of  tbe  case  wonld  admit,  so  far  as  related  to 
the  particular  question  before  the  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts,  before 
presenting  this  petition,  had  stated  that  he  did 
not  know  who  these  individuals  were ;  he  did 
not  know  their  claims  to  the  consideration  of 
this  Bouse,  or  to  his  own  agency  in  presenting 
the  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  it  was  to  be  re- 
gretted ttiat  the  gentleman  from  Massachnsetts 
had  not  thought  proper,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
had  refused,  to  permit  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  coming 
from  the  town  from  whidi  this  paper  purported 
to  come,  on  a  subject  which  the  gentleman 
knew  the  people  whom  be  (Mr.  P.)  represented, 
as  well  as  himself,  felt  a  deep  and  exciting 
interest,  to  see  tbe  p&p«r  before  it  had  l>een 
present«d.  He  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  permit  him- 
self to  l>elieve  that,  after  stating  to  hiin,  as  he 
(Mr.  P.)  would  have  stated  privately,  what  he 
had  since  stated  publicly,  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  have  persisted  in  t>eing  the 
oigan  tbroQgh  whom  such  a  petition  ahould  be  * 

E resented.  Hie  (Mr.  P.)  would  again  state,  on 
is  honor  and  veracity  as  a  man,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  there  was  the  signature  of  any 
decentiy  respectable  individual  in  Fredericks- 
bu^  attached  to  this  paper;  that  the  only 
name  he  recognized  was  that  of  a  mulatto 
woman  oi  innmons  character ;  and  he  believed 
that  tbe  names  of  others  were  tbe  names 
free  negroes,  all  of  whom  he  believed  to  be 
bad.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  paper  which 
had  been  xeodved  and  laid  oa  the  taUe  should 
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he  taken  irom  the  table  and  retorned  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachosetts. 

Mr.  BouLDiN  said  that,  as  he  had  Joat  voted 
agunst  Bnspending  the  rules  oa  the  motion  of 
his  oolleagoei,  (Mr.  Patton,)  and  had  found 
himself  Toong  with  those  who,  from  th^r  local 
sitnation,  might  be  sapposed  not  to  feel  with 
him  on  the  very  delicfU;e  and  vital  subject  now 
before  the  Honse,  and  as  his  name  had  not  beat 
recorded  with  the  names  of  those  with  whom 
he  knew  he  did  feel  and  act  sabstantially  in 
every  important  matter  peculiar  to  the  Soath, 
and  especially  in  regard  to  the  subject-matter 
now  before  the  Honse,  it  ttecame  him  to  give 
the  reason  for  his  vote.  It  was  this:  He  willed 
to  dispose  of  the  first  branch  of  the  subject, 
and  then  he  wonld  be  willing  to  sospend  the 
nUcs  for  his  colleague,  and  woold  be  wiUiog  to 
go  with  hbn  in  any  vote  to  take  from  our  filea 
the  paper  he  wiuied  withdrawn,  and  which 
was  well  calculated  to  throw  disgrace  and  con- 
tempt on  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  He 
was  willing  the  resolution  and  wish  of  his  col- 
league should  prevful,  and  that  the  paper  should 
be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Ifassachusetts,  to  make  what  mischief  he  could 
or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  thta  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
offered  in  the  Bouse  the  memorial  of  those 
who,  on  the  face  of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves, 
and  had  announced  to  the  Chair  and  to  the 
House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rash  whether 
the  paper  went  to  the  Ghair  or  not  Nothing 
that  that  gentleman  oonld  aay  or  do  In  relation 
to  it  conld  add  to,  or  detract  from,  the  impres- 
sion that  the  statement  of  tiie  proposition  to 
the  Chfur  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
wished  now,  without  intermption  of  any  other 
busiuess,  to  progress  with  this  matter  nntil  he 
saw  and  understood  what  countenance  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  shoold  recdTO  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  W.  TnoicFsoN  had  risen  to  move,  as  an 
amendment  to  the  motion  of  t^e  honorable 
gentlemaa  from  Yirgiida,  ^r.  Pattov,)  the 
following  resolution : 

Batotvtd,  That  tiie  bononible  John  QuniCT  Adams, 
by  the  attempt  jnst  made  by  him  to  tnboduce  a  pe- 
tition purporting  on  its  face  to  -be  from  slaves,  baa 
been  guilty  of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and 
that  he  be  instantly  bKHufat  to  the  bar  to  receive 
the  serere  fxasm  of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  TnoMPaoN,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  offered  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,  and  bo  purporting 
to  be  on  its  faoe,  in  open  and  wilm  violation 
of  what  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House, 
ud  insulting  to  a  large  portion  of  its  members. 
Does  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which 
he  gfves  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it 
indudea  slaveaf  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilAilly 
Tiolated  the  rules  of  the  Honse  and  the  feelings 
of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  la  all  fiie  slave  SfaMtei^  and 
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here,  for  the  pooishment  of  those  who  exoite 
insorrection  I  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are 
apeh  things  as  grand  juriea;  and  if,  inr,  the 
Juries  of  uua  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  th^ 
nave,  proper  intelligenoe  and  spirit,  he  may  yet 
be  made  amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  coodigK 
puni^mient.  Mr.  T.  stdd  ,that,  when  he  first 
took  his  seat  here,  and  heard  dfuly  dninneiations 
of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  every 
vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them — a  people  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  the 
proudest  equality — he  was  excited  almost  to 
the  point  of  frenzy.  Now  he  fbund  hinaself 
sitting  quietly  under  these  things,  when  he  saw 
his  new  colleagues,  not  more  exdtable  than  he 
was,  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  whtdi  he 
was  at  the  last  sesritu.  it  Is  a  moat  in- 
structive  commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear 
and  tear  of  feeling,  and  the  cooling  of  tiiat  Jast 
indignation  which  every  Southern  man  should 
feet  Sir,  if  I  desired  the  breaking  up  of  this 
Government,  I  should  thank  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  for  his  course  on  this  sub- 
ject All  we  desire,  sir,  is  an  issue,  a  fair  and 
distinct  issue.  If  gentlemen  tiiink  slavery  an 
abomination,  and  uiat  they  have  a  right  to 
abolish  it,  why  not  oome  up  to  tiie  point,  and 
say  so  f  I  wiU  f<^ve  them  for  all  tne  past  if 
they  will  do  it  "^e  shall  then,  ur,  soon,  very 
soon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  Hatnw  sud  that  believing  the  object 
of  the  gentleman  fitnu  wrath  Guolina  might 
be  more  readily  obtained  by  a  resolntion  in  a 
different  form,  he  would  send  to  the  table  the 
following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  "iKeao&w^"  and  insot — 

"That  JoHH  Qdikct  Adaub,  a  Representadva 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  hu  reodacd  him- 
self justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  tUs 
House,  and  is  censured  according,  fi>r  liaring  at- 
tempted to  present  to  the  Honse  the  petition  of 
slaves.'* 

Mr.  Gbanqkb  said  this  was  a  qneetion  of 
extreme  delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped 
would  not  be  closed  by  the  previous  question. 
Hia  honorable  friend  from  Massachosetts  Qfir. 
Adahs)  knew  &at  no  man  in  this  Honse  had 
more  mnoer^  stood  by  him  on  the  risdit  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  had.  But  be  (Ifr.  G.) 
must  express  his  surprise  that,  with  pq>ers  in 
his  hand  from  sources  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant, and  of  the  genuineness  of  which  be  haa 
expressed  a  doubt,  he  (Mr.  Ai>Aiia)  should  have 
assumed  the  respon^bility  he  had  this  day 
assumed.  He  (Mr.  G.)  was  surprised  that  that 
gentleman,  holding  the  right  of  petition  as  one 
of  the  most  sacred  rights  granted  to  this  people, 
should  ever  have  cheapened  the  value  of  that 
right,  by  presenting  udiscriminatoly  ptqKirs 
enclosed  to  him,  (Mr.  Adams,)  when  he  was 
himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  ocmditiw,  or 
oharacters,  of  tb<Me  who  forwarded  them.  He 
was  the  more  surprised  fliat  a  paper  from,  this 
immediate  vid&ity,  and  purporting  to  bear  the 
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rignatnres  of  those  who  are  represented  hj  a 

SDtlenian  (Hr.  Patton)  sitting  on  the  left  of 
e  gentleman  from  Hassachosetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms, 
dioold  have  been  presented  to  this  Hoose  with- 
out some  inqairy  having  been  made  as  to  the 
diaracter  of  those  whose  names  were  attached 
to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
Adaics)  being  possessed  ct  ot  having  guarded 
himself  by,  the  reqninte  information  m  relation 
to  the  petition  he  was  about  to  present  It 
was  well  known  that  no  man  here  deprecated 
mora  than  he  (Mr.  O.)  did  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  in  tying  down  members  of  the  House 
under  the  resolntion  of  the  last  and  the  present 
year. 

This  question,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of 
deep  interest.  He  felt  bound  to  say  that  a 
certain  class  of  the  eommxmity  were  too  ready 
to  change  their  ground,  and  to  hide  their 
opinions  on  the  abolition  of  slavery  under  the 
denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  his 
mind  men,  not  ordinary  men,  who,  feeling  that 
this  right  has  been  unjustly  abridged,  have 
enlisted  themselves  in  a  cause  in  which  they 
would  never  otherwise  have  engaged;  men 
who.  iHiIy  one  year  ago,  were  as  mndi  opposed 
to  toe  abolition  of  uavery  as  any  man  in  this 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  witiiln  its  ranks. 
These,  he  said,  were  not  otdinary  cntizens,  but 
those  who  stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that 
enviable  relief  which  talent  gives  to  virtue. 
It  was  not  to  be  disguified,  and  he  felt  bound 
to  declare,  that,  if  the  House  wished  to  for- 
ward the  cause  of  abolition,  they  would  pass 
these  hasty  resolutions.  No  man  in  this  nation 
held  the  rj^^t  of  petition  under  the  constitu- 
tirai  more  sacred  than  he  did ;  but  it  was  due 
to  lumself  to  repeat,  what  he  had  heretofore 
stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Yiiginia  should  oontinne  their  present 
policy,  he  did  not  beUere  that  Oongress  had 
any  just  power  to  interfere  in  this  quution,  nor 
that  either  philanthropy  or  patriotism  donanded 
it;  that  in  his  opinion,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  con- 
templated that  slavery  should  be  abolished  here 
before  it  was  in  the  surronndiog  country,  than 
that  tlua  territory  should  continue  in  its  present 
position  after  the  adjoining  States  by  which  it 
had  been  ceded  should  have  changed  theirs. 
Bat  he  would  siw-  to  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Thompson)  and  from  Georgia 
Qtr.  Hathxs)  that,  if  this  resolution  was  pushed 
to  a  vote  of  censure,  its  effect  on  the  commu- 
nity would  be  most  serious. 

MT.  Lewis  offered  the  foUowing  amendment, 
which  he  suggested  to  his  friend  fhon  South 
Cardina  (UrrTHOMPBON)  to  accept  as  a  modi- 
fication: 

Setolved,  Thai  Jomr  QumcT  Adaum,  a  member 
fiom  the  State  of  HossadituettB,  by  his  attempt  to 
introdace  into  ttus  Hoose  a  peUtion  ftom  slaves,  for 
ttw  ■boHdon  of  Blavery  in  the  District  of  Coluoibia, 
ooBUBlMed  an  outrBge  on  the  rights  and  feelings  of  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  tills  Untra;  aAenut 
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contempt  on  the  dignity  of  this  House ;  and,  by  ex- 
tending to  slaves  a  priiit^e  only  beloi^g  to  free- 
men, directly  invites  the  slave  population  to  insur- 
recUon;  and  that  the  said  member  be  forUiwkh 
called  to  the  bar  <tf  tiie  Boose,  and  be  censured  by 
tile  ^leaker. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  Lxwis,  as  a  member  from  the  South,  was  ^ 
not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He  /> 
wished  to  see  whewer  there  was  the  power  or 
the  will  to  discountenance  snch  prooeedinj^  as 
tiiese.  If  not,  the  members  from  the  »mth 
had  better  go  home  and  prepaid  to  protect 
themselves. 

Hr.  Pattok  thought  the  House  was  proceed- 
ing rather  harshly  in  this  matter.  The  resolu- 
tion asserted  two  facts :  First,  that  the  paper 
was  a  petition  by  slares  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery.  Was  that  the  fact  I  "Was  any  gentle- 
man here  authorized  to  state  that  this  was  a 
paper  for  the  abolition  of  slavery?  It  was 
essentially  important,  before  the  House  was 
called  on  to  act,  that  they  should  know  whether 
this  was  the  fact  or  not.  The  resolution  asserted 
also  another  fact:  that  the  gentieman  from 
Massachusetts  attempted  to  oner  this  petition. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
foot.  He  thought  he'should  be  disposed  to  go 
as  fiar  as  those  who  would  go  &rthest  in  ado^ 
ing  any  proper  course  lor  arresting  these 
attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dts* 
trict  of  Columbia,  or  anywhere  else.  He 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
his  constitutional  powers  to  arrest  that  action, 
either  by  the  legislative  intervention  of  the 
House,  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  refusing 
to  receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  censure 
on  members  transgressing  tiie  bounds  of  their 
duty  to  Keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject. 
But  let  us  know  (si^d  Hr.  P.)  what  we  are 
doing.  Suppose  that  tiiis  petition  was  a  quiz; 
and  that,  so  hr  from  hetag  a  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery,  it  was  a  petittm  for  a  verr 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  ol^ect  as  mam 
to  the  one  proposition  being  presented  here  as 
the  other.  But  let  the  House,  before  it  in- 
volved itself  in  this  solemn  proceeding,  before 
it  took  this  decided  and  hazardous  step  of 
brioging  to  the  bar  of  the  House  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  violated  its  rights,  know  on 
what  grounds  they  were  proceeding. 

Were  the  facts  as  they  were  stated  to  be  t  , 
Had  any  such  petition  been  presented  or  offered 
by  a  member  of  the  House  I  He  regretted  to 
be  involved  in  this  excitement  on  grounds 
which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a  fiiroe 
tiian  a  tra^y.  He  expected  it  would  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  tiie  other,  assumed 
in  the  resolution,  was  true. 

Hr.  Adahs  then  rtm  and  sud  he  did  not 
know  under  what  role  of  the  House  the  several 
resolutions  which  had  been  presented  in  relation 
to  himself  had  taken  the  place  of  the  resolution 
or  motion  submitted  by  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Pateon,)  sux  how  it  had  happened  that 
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Aus  matter  had  come  under  the  eonnderatioD 
of  the  House,  whilst  a  question  was  pending 
whether  a  paper  pte^doudj  presented  hj  him 
(Mr.  A.)  should  be  taken  fran  the  Speaker's 
table  and  returned  to  him.  The  Speaker,  ^e 
presmned,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  Speaker  explained  that  this  had  been 
effected  under  the  operations  of  that  well- 
*.  established  parliamentary  law,  which  gave  pre- 
cedence to  qneetioDB  of  privily  over  all  other 
business. 

Hr.  Adams.   Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied. 

la  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the 
House,  as  thej  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in 
chai^g  me  with  high  crimes  and  misdemean- 
ors,  and  in  calling  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
to  answer  for  my  crimes,  ^have  thou^t  it  was 
mj  dxttj  to  remain  silent  until  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  <Hf  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or 
other  of  these  resolutions.  I  sappose  that,  if  I 
shall  be  bright  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  I  shall 
not  b^trui^  mute  hj  the  pre^ons  question, 
befo^  I^ve  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  or 
two  iu  my  own  defend. 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  are  really  consuming  the 
time  of  tiie  House  in  such  a  manner,  that  I 
think  the  obligation  rests  upon  me  to  ask  tliem 
to  modify  their  resolutind.  It  may  be  as  severe 
as  they  propose ;  but  I  ask  them  to  change  ^e 
matter  of  act  a  little,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  noL  in  one  ting^  word,  put  an 
end  to  Uieir  resolntion. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable 
zeal  for  the  davefaoldlDg  portion  of  •this  con- 
federacy, and  I  do  not  censure  them  for  that 
zeal,  olwge  upon  me,  first,  that  I  attempted  to 
present  a  petition  from  slaves ;  and,  secondly, 
that  that  petition  was  for  their  emancipation 
from  slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition, 
and  I  appeal  to  the  Speaker  to  say  tiist  I  did 
not.  I  said  I  had  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  slaves ;  I  did  not  say  what  tlie 
prayer  of  the  petition  was ;  I  said  it  was  a  paper 
purporting  to  l>e  a  petition  from  slaves,  signed 
partly  by  crosses  for  ngnatures,  and  portiy  by 
lettdi^  scarcely  le^bl&  purporting  to  be  names. 
I  asked  the  Speaker  whether  he  considered  such 
a  paper  as  included  within  the  general  order 
of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memorials,  res- 
olutions, and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  mj  extent,  whatever,  to  the  subject  of 
davery,  should  be  laid  on  the  table.  I  intended 
to  take  the  deoisioa  of  the  Speaker  before  I 
went  one  stop  towards  presenting,  or  offering 
to  present,  that  petition.  I  stated  distinctly  to 
the  Speaker  that  I  should  not  send  tiie  puier 
to  the  table  until  the  question  was  decided, 
whether  a  paper  from  persons  declaring  them- 
selves slaves  was  included  witUn  the  order  of 
the  House.   This  is  the  fact 

Now,  as  to  the  fact  what  the  petition  was 
for.  I  simply  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  (Mr.  Iawib,)  who  has  sent  to  the 
table  s  rematiak  assuming  that  tills  petition 
wasTDT  tiie  abolitirai  ot  ^very;  I  state  tO' 
him  that  he  is  mistaken.  He  must  amend  his 
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resolnticn ;  for,  if  tiie  House  should  diooae  to 
read  the  jietition,  I  can  state  to  them  th^ 
would  find  it  sometiung  rerj  much  tin  rereiw 
of  that  which  the  reetrfntiiHi  ^»tes  it  to  be; 
and  If  the  gentieman  from  Alabama  still  diaK 
choose  to  brin^  me  to  the  bar  of  the  Hooao,  be 
must  amend  his  resolation  in  a  rety  impoctant 
particular ;  for  he  probablr  may  have  to  pot 
mto  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  for  attempting 
to  introduce  the  petition  of  slaves  that  slavery 
should  not  be  abolished.  This  is  posdble,  mr. 
I  say,  then,  the  gentieman  must  amend  his 
resolution ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  he 
and  the  House  will  be  under  the  necesmty  of 
seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that  they  must 
not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representation  I  am  perfocQy  wilHns  to  make, 
if  the  House  shall  think  fit  that  the  petitkn 
should  be  received  and  w^iddeTed ;  and  I  slull 
be  willing  to  do  almost  thing,  exc^  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition ;  for  the  gentie- 
man  from  Alabama  may*  perchance,  find  that 
the  object  of  the  petition  is  precisely  that 
which  he  desires  to  accomplish ;  and  that  tbeee 
slaves,  who  have  sent  this  p^r  to  me,  are  his 
auxiliaries,  instead  of  being  bis  opponents.  I 
state  tiiese  facts  fbr  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  I  shall  not  present  the  petiti<Mi  mitil 
the  decision  of  the  House  has  been  announced; 
and  I  am  di^osed  to  be  perfectiy  submisave 
to  that  decidon,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  Uann,  of  New  York,  sud  that  the 
future  historian,  when  arrivii^  at  the  trant- 
actions  of  the  twenty-fourtii  Oongrese,  would 
find  it  requisite  to  pause  and  contemi^ate  the 
spectacle  now  before  us  and  the  American 
people.  He  will  be  at  fault  to  discover  the 
cause  for  the  scenes  now  presmted ;  and,  con- 
templating the  nature  of  onr  political  institu- 
tions, tracing  their  formation  and  establishment, 
he  will  find  nothing  which  would  necess^ily 
produce  or  jastify  the  course  of  proceedings 
which  have  occurred  here  for  the  last  and.pres- 
ent  sitting  of  (ingress.  Sir,  (said  Hr.  M.,) 
why  is  it,  then,  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost 
daily,  drawn  into  the  consideration  oiabttnclt, 
impracticable,  and  (Mr.  K.  aM  he  must  be 
permitted  to  s^)  inq>roper,  if  not  reprehensible 
subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by  tiie  veao^ 
able  member  from  Massachusetts?  (Mr.  Adaml) 
Is  it  frton  any  defect  in  the  fonns  or  prindples 
of  our  proceedings?  Is  it  inherent  in  the 
compact  upon  which  rests  all  that  is  valuable 
in  our  institutions?  Is  it  to  be  found  and 
justified  in  the  condition  and  oircomstances  of 
our  country  ?  Can  it  be  traced  to  a  want  of 
patriotio  devotion  in  any  considerable  porti<m 
of  onr  country  to  tho  Union!  Tonld  it  be 
charitable  to  attribute  it  to  any  disappomtment 
of  individual  ambition,  seelting  revenge  for 
such  disappointanents  in  attraqrting  to  ruin 
that  which  it  could  not  rule  ? 

On  no  one  of  these  inquiries,  Mr.  Speakw, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  can  we  find  a  satiafiutoiy  Bobi- 
-tfok^  the  qnestim  why  we  are  now  |»eaaot> 
lug  to  tiie  oounby  tho  dcf^walde  ^eotade, 
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ihown  off  eveiT  petitiMi  diqr,  hj  the  honorable 
member  from  Maasachnsetta,  in  presenting  the 
abolition  petitions  of  his  in&tnated  friends  and 
oonBtltnents.  The  HoDse  baa,  with  a  nnanimity 
almoat  unparalleled,  prescribed  a  role  for  its 
govenmieat  In  respetA  to  these  petitions,  with 
irliid)  it  is,  upon  expoienoe,  as  well  (Mr,  U. 
Tentnred  the  o[^oi))  as  the  considerate  men 
of  all  parties,  in  everj  portion  of  the  confeder- 
acy, well  satisfied.  Yet  the  honorable  mem- 
ber has  made  himaelf  to  believe  that  it  was  his 
dnty,  against  the  sense  of  the  whole  Hoose, 
(Mr.  M.  believed,  with  but  few  exceptions.) 
againrt  the  soise  of  the  whole  ooontry,  includ- 
1^  his  own  political  friends,  any  he  has,)  to 
reast  the  execotion  of  that  rnle  with  a  degree 
<rf  violenoe  paralleled  only  by  revolotionary 
madness  of  desperation.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  it 
beotxnea  me,  the  Hoose,  and  the  ooontry,  to  re- 
mraiber  that  the  Tonerabie  gwtlranan  from 
MasaachnsBtts  has  oooained  the  ezecotive  ohoir, 
and  adimnistored  the  dntiea  of  &9  hl^^est 
«^loe  of  tbe  dvilized  worid.  And  it  becomes 
«a,  ahn^  to  respect  bis  gray  hairs,  his  old  ase, 
fais  long  pnblio  servioes,  and  to  seek  out  apoTo- 

S'es  and  exooses  in  his  behalf;  if  peeiibleL  for 
e  obstinacy  and  ebullitions  of  temper  which 
on  these  occasions  he  so  often  exhibits,  and 
which  is  eo  mnoh  opposed  to  cool  deliberation 
and  the  dimity  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Honse.  Thna  shielded  and  protected  by  bis 
age  and  public  character,  it  has  been  matter  of 
surprise  to  those  who  are  not  spectators  of  onr 
proceedings,  that  a  member  of  nia  great  leam- 
and  experienoe  abonld  so  fiv  fbnet  his  dig- 
mt^  aa  to  presume  upon  tiiat  age  and  character 
aa  a  license  to  1^  to  annoy  and  trifle  with  the 
Hoose  and  its  most  aolmin  and  satirfiMitory 
resnlationsL 

Sir,  (said  "ib.  M.,)  while  we  contemplate  the 
diaraMer  and  respect  the  age  of  tbe  honorable 
member,  ohaiity  cl^ms  that  we  should  also 
remember  the  frailty  of  oar  natare,  and  that 
man  is  mortal.  It  would  be  nqiost  to  believe 
that,  in  tiie  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
lionorable  member  wonld  have  adopted  the 
eonrse  of  action  which,  at  this  late  period  of 
his  life,  seems  to  control  him.  Tbe  high  noon- 
tide of  that  life  has  long  unce  passed  with  him, 
and  ita  wane  is  no  donbt  npon  him,  before  he 
is  titber  aware  or  amsible  of  it ;  for  it  cannot 
be  believed  that^  In  the  d^ra  of  bis  more  aonte 
pwceptions,  he  wM  have  yidded  to  inflnokoes 
vbiob  now  seem  to  have  tbe  mastery. 

Mr.  M.  bad  alwi^  viewed  this  question  of 
abt^titn  and  its  pn^ress  with  the  deepest 
ec^idfende,  as  affectfng  the  political  integrity  of 
the  omifederacy.  In  the  formation  of  this 
Union  it  was,  as  we  well  know,  one  of  tbe 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  was  only 
sormoanted  by  a  spirit  of  conceesion  and  ocnn- 
promiae  which  it  is  feared  does  not  exist  now. 
In  that  eomproniise,  we  of  tbe  free  States 

red  to  tbe  doctrine  of  iKm-interfinenoe  in 
domaatic  iuttotlMu  and  otmoema  oIoUkb 
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others.  Some  few  of  onr  people,  however, 
pretending  to  a  holy  zeal,  worthy  of  a  l>etter 
and  more  lawM  cause,  influenced  by  what  they 
claim  to  be  paramount  considerations  to  the 
obligations  of  the  constitution  and  tlie  iat^ity 
of  the  republic,  r^ardless  of  consequences,  iur 
ridiously  violate  the  qiirit  <^  the  compact  1^ 
interfering  witb  the  sul^eet  in  this  ^^ot. 
And  we  are  now  agun  called  upon  by  onr 
Southern  brethren  to  know  whetner  we  will 
live  np  to.  tiie  agreement  we  have  made; 
whether  we  will  keep  the  faith  and  perform 
onr  barvain.  This  is  the  true  question  pro* 
pounded  to  us  in  all  these  proceedings.  And, 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  as  for  me  and  my 
honsehold,  my  constituents  and  friends,  I  say, 
without  reservation,  we  will.  Is  there  a  patri- 
otic heart  in  this  baJl,  in  this  nation,  is  there  a 
friend  to  the  welfare  of  the  repnblio,  who  can 
answer  that  be  wiU  nott  Ur.  If.  did  not  be- 
lieve there  was  me;  and  he  tberefore  asked 
that  honorable  members  frtmi  Ibe  Sontb  ebonld 
give  themselves  no  nnea^esa  on  account  of 
these  ill-advised  proceeding}.  Mr.  V.  relied 
□pon  tbe  patriotism  and  gooi  &ith  of  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  North  to  abide  by  the  compaot  ther 
ave  made.  He  knew  tbat  this  reliance  would 
not&U. 

Mr.  W.  Thokpson  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this 
matter.  He  felt  very  differently.  What,  sir,  is 
it  a  mere  trifle  to  hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  mkra- 
bers  from  tbe  South  in  this  way  and  on  this 
snlject  ?  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  tiie  amusement 
of  others,  to  irritate^  almost  to  madnesi^  the 
whcde  delegation  frtim  the  slave  States!  Sir, 
it  is  aa  ttgravation.  It  is  intimated  that  the 
petiticm  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition  (tf  slav- 
ery, but  a  very  different  object  It  makes  not 
the  slightest  difference ;  it  is  the  attempt  to  in- 
troduce a  petition  from  slaves  for  any  object ; 
as  insolent  if  it  be  for  one  purpose  as  for  an- 
other. It  is  the  naked  fact  of  tbe  presentation 
of  a  petition  from  slaves.  Bat,  sir,  there  is 
another  view  of  this  matter,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, makes  the  thing  worse.  The  geotieman 
from  Massaobnsetts  bad  been  presenting  aboli- 
tion petitions  all  the  morning  ;  it  is  his  daily 
labor  of  love ;  and  I  appeal  to  every  member 
on  the  floor,  if  tibe  oondnct  of  the  member  was 
not  Bobh  as  to  induce  every  one  to  beUeve  that 
it  was  aa  abolition  petition.  He  allowed  reso- 
Intiona  to  be  presented  on  that  supposition,  and 
speeches  to  be  made,  without  undeceiving  tbe 
House.  Ttiis  trifling  was  an  additional  con- 
tempt of  tiie  Honse ;  how  much  befitting  tbe 
age  and  standing  of  the  gentleman  It  Is  not  for 
me  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  then  fhrther  modified  bis  resolution 
by  sutratitating  the  three  following  resolutions: 

1.  Jtetolved,  That  tbe  honorable  John  Q.  Adaus, 
by  an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  Blavefl,  has 
oommltted  a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

S.  AmoJvm^  That  the  member  frmn  Mi— ■chueetts 
above  named,  by  oreotliig  the  inqpnadon  and  lear- 
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hig  the  House  under  andt  impamritm,  tiiat  ttie  Mid 
p^tiOD  wu  for  the  aboBtira  of  davery,  when  he 
knew  that  it  vu  not,  baa  trifled  with  the  House. 

8.  Betolvedy  That  the  honorable  Joan  Q.  Adahb 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  FioKEMs  observed  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  address  the  Honse  upon  this 
subject ;  he  had  not  intended  to  ntter  one  word, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  remarks  that  fell  from 
bis  friend  from  Virginia,  (Mr,  Wise,)  and  that 
he  wotdd  now  endeavor  to  preserre  all  the 
calmness  he  could,  consideriug  the  momentous 
topics  which  had  been  drawn  into  this  discus- 
sion.  Mr.  P.  perfectly  agreed  wiUt  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Hr.  Wise)  in  reference  to 
the  resolutions  which  the  member  from  Ohu-Ies- 
ton  (Mr.  PiROEmnr)  Introdn^  last  session,  and 
which  had  been  Babstantially  adopted  agun  at 
this  seasion,  by  which  aU  this  class  of  petitions 
had  been  reodTCd  into  this  Honse.  They  were 
miaerable  and  pitif^il  reaolntions;  pitinil,  be- 
cause they  had  trifled  with  the  rights  of  the 
6oath,  and  trifled  with  the  rights  of  this  House, 
He  could  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passage,  and  the  deep  responsibility 
they  liad  brought  down  npon  their  authors. 
He  would  aay,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from.  New  York,  (Mr.  Gbakobb,)  in 
censure  of  the  gentlemen  from  the  South  who 
supported  those  resolutions,  "  Thon  canst  not 
say  I  did  it."  When  those  resotutioDB  passed, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  predicted  what  had  now  come  to 
pass :  the  ecenes  which  we  now  aee  pasnng 
around  ns— the  introdnoti(m  of  all  kinds  of  rile 
petitions  from  free  negroes  and  slATea,  which, 
nnder  the  rcsolntions,  are  treated  with  the  re- 
spect, in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  npon  the  table.  But  (said  Mr.  F.)  although 
these  were  his  opinions,  yet,  as  long  as  we  were 
members  of  this  body,  we  were  bound  to  main- 
tain its  dignity,  and  do  what  we  could  to  pre- 
vent scenes  calculated  to  harass  and  insult  the 
feelings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adaus) 
for  his  wanton  attempt  to  introduce  the  righte 
of  slaves  npon  t^is  floor,  and  by  avowing  he 
held  a  paper  in  his  pocket  pniporting  to  be  a 
petition  from  daTea,  tAguecL  by  twcaity-two. 
Mr.  P.  B^d  this  admitted  that  he  had  commu- 
nication with  sUves,  and  was  evidokc^  in  law, 
of  collusion.  It  broke  down  the  principle  that 
the  slave  could  only  be  known  through  his 
master.  For  this  he  was  indictable,  under 
statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  inanrrection ; 
and  for  such  conduct  ia  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  thia  House?  The  privilege  of  speech 
protected  a  member  from  being  questioned  be- 
fore any  other  tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt 
him  from  being  questioned  before  this  House, 

Mr,  Gaubbbleno  observed  that  he  was  not 
among  the  number  of  those  who  deepured  of 
tiie  safety  of  the  Union,  let  the  hurricane  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would— from  the  North 
or  from  the  Sooth.  There  was  snfficient  virtne 
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and  power  among  a  lai:ge  population,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  Uaion^  to  keep  the  two  extremes 
from  breaking  down  the  pfUars  of  the  confeder- 
acy, whether  threatened  with  fimaticiBni  od  the 
one  hand,  or  insorrection  on  t^e  other.  This 
was  the  first  time  he  (Ifir.  0.)  had  ever  i^sen  to 
speak  upon  this  subject ;  he  had  felt  as  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  when  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Alabama  (Mr,  Lewis)  presented  Im 
resolution ;  he  felt,  that  great  as  the  aacriflce 
was  to  bring  to  the  bar  of  this  Honse  one  who 
had  occupied  the  highest  station  on  earth,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  yet  thought 
that  it  ought  to  be  made.  But  now,  after  hav- 
ing heard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Adams,)  he  viewed  the  anblect 
altogether  in  a  different  light  It  appeared  to 
him  that  that  g«itieman  (Mr.  Asms)  had  been 
hoaxed  by  some  yoong  men  in  Frederioksborg. 
The  two  gentiflmen  frmn  Sooth  Garolinft  (Mr. 
PioKsns  and  Mr.  Thomfson)  must  pardon  him  fyt 
attadiing  less  importance  to  this  whole  afiOdr  ss 
it  now  stood,  and  if  he  could  not  treat  it  with 
the  same  solemnity.  The  venerahle  gentleman 
from  Massachnsetts  had  evidentiy  been  not  only 
hoaxed  in  regard  to  the  Frederi<^burg  petititm, 
but  insulted  m  the  very  petition  for  making  the 
inquiry  about  which  he  was  now  arraignea  be- 
fore the  House.  The  contents  of  th«  petition 
were  known  in  this  House  before  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  announced  them.  It  was 
mtmifestiy  deigned  to  make  him  appear  ridieo- 
louB,  by  presenting  a  petitiw  praying  for  his 
own  expulsion.  It  came  from  a  riavdudding 
quarter,  and  was  no  donbt  designed  to  insult 
him  for  presenting  so  freqnentiy  abolition  petir 
tions. 

Mr.  PmoxHKV  said  that,  from  the  peculiar 
position  iu  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this 
que^on,  he  was  constrained  to  throw  hims^ 
npon  tiie  indcdgence  of  the  House.  He  concur- 
red entirely  with  the  gentieman  from  Alabama, 
(Mr.  IjBwia,)  that  thia  subject  onght  not  to  be 
discnssed  by  Southern  members.  Opposed,  as 
he  always  was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  on  that  floor,  he  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  tiiat  now,  more  than  ever,  under  the 
extraordinary  circnmstances  of  tiie  prea^  case^ 
no  Sonthem  delegate  should  have  said  a  word. 
The  dediDon  of  the  qnestitm  should  ham  been 
left  entirely  to  tiie  members  firom  the  ncm-slaTe- 
holding  pwtions  of  the  Union,  He  was  sore 
that,  if  uie  deoirion  was  left  to  them,  withont 
any  of  that  excited  debate  which  always  in- 
jures a  cause,  however  intrinsically  good,  the 
enlightened  patriotism  and  liberal  feeling  <^  the 
members  from  the  non-slaveholding  States 
would  have  done  all  that  was  necessary  either 
to  satisfy  the  ii^ured  feelings  of  the  South,  or 
to  muntun  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  had  been  outraged 
by  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  ^ntionan 
fromMamachnsetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  against  whom 
resolutions  of  censure  had  been  moved.  Bnt, 
instead  of  amply  demanding  the  action  of  the 
Bxfmo  upon  this  matter,  and  haTing  tiie  seal  of 
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its  reprobation  placed  inatantij  and  promptly 
apoa  the  indignity  that  had  been  oflfered  both 
to  the  Soath  and  to  the  Howe,  membw  after 
member  had  risen,  epeeoh  after  speech  had  been 
Blades  reaolUtion  i^on  restdnticn  had  been  offiar- 
.  ed,  bj  Sonthem  memberB,  until  exdtmient  had 
risen  to  the  verj  highest  pitch ;  and,  now, 
what  was  the  conseqnmoe  ?  Why,  the  gentle- 
men fiwn  Maasachosetts  tells  tu  that,  if  the 
goitleraea  who  have  moved  tiiese  resolutions 
wish  to  have  him  eensnred  by  the  Hoase,  they 
most  modify  tbeir  resolntions,  by  striking  out 
all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  for 
the  petition  which  had  caused  all  this  excite- 
ment not  only  does  not  pray  for  the  abolition 

slavery  in  the  District  of  Golambia,  bnt  prays 
fi»-  directly  the  reverse,  and  even  denoonoes 
him  (Hr.  Adahs)  for  intermeddling  with 
the  mbject.  It  seeing  then,  said  Mr.  P.,  that 
the  petition  which  the  gentleman  offered  to 
pres^  isnot  a  petitim in  point  of  &ct;  that 
It  is  nothhig  more  than  a  qmz,  or  hoax,  which 
has  been  i&yed  off  upon  the  gentleman  him- 
self; and  that,  probably,  in  retaliation  for  the 
joke  practised  on  hioisel^  he  determined  to 
oarrj  it  still  farther,  by  playing  it  off  npon  the 
House.  Bat  whether  the  petition  was  genoine 
or  not ;  whether  it  prayed  for  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  or  the  expnlsiraL  of  thd^ntieman  him- 
aedLf ;  and  whether  the  gentieman  was  in  jest  or 
eernisst,  his  coi^act  was  nnqaestionably  repre- 
heunble,  and  saoh  as  ooaht  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  censure  of  uie  House.  If  the  pe- 
tition wa9  genuine,  it  was  an  indignity  to  the 
'Boim  to  have  offered  to  preset  it,  pniportii^ 
as  it  did,  to  oome  from  eiaves.  Does  not  the 
gntleman  know  that  the  right  of  petition  (mly 
sttaebea  to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union, 
and  that  riavee  can  only  he  heard  in  a  legisla- 
tive body  through  the  agency  of  their  owners! 
Bat  if  the  petition  was  a  hmuE,  then  the  con- 
duct of  the  gentieman  was  still  more  unjustifi- 
able. It  was  adding  insult  to  injury  :  first,  by 
creating  the  impreeaon  that  it  was  a  genuine 
petition,  and  prodnoiog  a  scene  of  unparalleled 
ezotement  in  the  House ;  uid  then,  as  if  he 
revelled  in  the  tempest  he  had  r^sed,  taming 
it  all  into  ridioale,  by  telling  us  now,  after  n 
protracted  debate  of  sevenu  hoars,  that  the 
petition  is  in  &vor  of  alaveiyj  not  agunst  it, 
snd  that  it  was  mcnre  agunst  himself  tiian  any 
thinff  else.  The  gentiemui,  if  such  is  his  dis- 
poaiSon,  may  oi^oy  this  joke,  and  eojoy  this 
soeiie ;  but  fiuoes  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the 
hnmor  of  the  alaveholding  States,  nor  comfXHi 
with  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  nation.  But  the  gentleman  says  he 
did  not  present  this  petition,  not  offer  to  pre- 
aont  it ;  he  only  stated  that  he  had  such  a  peti- 
tion, and  inquired  of  the  Ohur  whether  it 
would  come  under  the  order  of  the  House,  by 
which  all  papers  relating  to  davery  are  directed 
to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  without  printing  or 
eonmitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

It  would  seem,  then,  (said  Hr.  P.,)  that  this 
iiotahle  hoax  of  a  slave  memorial  was  an  in- 
Tot*  XnL— 18 
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genious  device,  by  which  the  gentieman  had 
attempted  to  mlanifert  his  contempt  for  &n  order 
solemnly  adopted  bf  this  House,  nnder  the  piti- 
ful pretext  that  beoanae  the  s^  hoax  had  r^^ 
woe  to  slavery,  it  most,  therefKwe,  he  reori^ 
and  laid  upon  the  table,  as  induded  in  the  gn- 
eral  and  oomprehensive  scope  of  tiie  aibresidd 
order.  If  this  was  the  object  of  the  gentie- 
man, so  far  from  mending  the  matter,  it  on^ 
made  it  worse ;  for,  accordinK  to  his  own  show- 
ing, he  had  not  only  offended  tbe  House,  in 
earnest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  bat,  in 
either  case,  had  determined,  if  possible,  to 
throw  ridioale  upon  a  resolution  which  the 
House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for  its  own 
governance,  in  relation  to  aU  papers  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
Mr.  P.  had  no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive 
was  duly  appreciated  by  the  House,  and  that 
they  would  manifest  th^  hi{^  sense  ci  the  in- 
genuity of  the  gentleman  In  the  manner  that 
became  tlwm. 

After  a  flow  inddental  olnervaliona  hj 
Messrs.  CAvsamuaxa,  Lawlk^  Vm,  and  JxS' 
iFKE,  the  House  a^oumedf  without  coming  to 
any  decision. 


TuisDAT,  February  T. 
Censure  of  Mr.  Adamt. 

As  soon  as  the  reading  ctf  the  joomal  wai 

ooncladed, 

Hr.  Adahs  rose  and  sidd  the  minutes  on  the 
joomal  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were 
not,  in  me  particular,  sufflcdent^  explioft.  The 
journal  stated  that  2b.  Tbohpsov.  of  South 
OandtauL  raovad  a  modification  of  ms  own  re^ 
olirtlw  ^  at  the  euggestion  <ft  Mr.  Lewis,  of 
Alabama ; "  whoreas,  Hr.  A.  contended  thet 
the  journal  should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lxwis  had 
moved,  or  offered  to  move,  that  resolution  m 
an  amendmentj  and  that  then  Hr.  Tbohxvoit, 
of  South  Oarolma,  accepted  it. 

After  scaue  conversation  between  Hessrs. 
Adams,  Tbohfson  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Lawlbb, 
EvKBBiT,  WuxiAKS  of  Kentucky,  Altobd,  £l- 
MOBK,  and  Hmbosb,  the  joomal  was  amended 
according  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adahs. 

The  House  then  resomed  the  ccmsideration 
of  the  nnflnished  bnriness  of  yesterdi?,  beiut 
the  "  privU^ed  qaesti<»i "  of  censure  «nbraoe3 
in  the  following  resolntlonT  snlanitted  by  Hr. 
Thompson,  of  South  Ctendina : 

**  1.  BaalMdt  Tliat  the  Hon.  Jomi  Qininnr  Aoau, 
l>y  an  efRM  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  hss 
oc»nmItted  a  gross  otmteanpt  of  this  Hoose. 

*'  3.  BMolved,  That  the  member  firom  MaSMdiu- 
setts,  above  named,  by  cresting  the  imprearion,  and 
leaviog  the  fionae  under  siidi  impreeaion,  that  said 
petition  was  for  tbe  abolition  of  slavery,  when  he 
knew  it  was  not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

"  8.  Reialvtd,  That  the  Hon.  Jobh  Qoikct  Adams 
receive  the  censure  of  the  House  for  Us  oonduot  re- 
ferred to  in  tiie  {necetUng  resolutions." 

Tbe  question  peading  was  the  following^  eab- 
mitted  as  a  sabsutute  by  Hr.  Hatsu  : 
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"  Seaolvedy  TW  Jobh  Qihkct  Adivs,  a  Bepre- 
amtatire  from  the  State  of  MuBBchasetUi,  hu  mi- 
dered  himMlf  justly  liable  to  the  seTcrest  oenenra  of 
ti^  HooM,  and  is  oensured  aceordingty,  for  having 
■ttemptodto  ptwmlto  tUt  Hooae  the  petitioiK^ 

Ifir.  JnuFKB,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
b^ged  leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the 
venerable  member  ircHn  Haasachusetts,  ^Ur. 
Adahb.)  He  read  the  fiiUowing  proceedings 
from  the  Globe  of  this  morniiift  and  he  would 
respectfdlly  ask  that  gentlemaa  if  Qxdt  report 
was  correct: 

**  Mr.  Abami  tfien  proceeded,  and  flirther  presented 
abolitkm  petitku  frcm  New  Han^diire,  New  Yotk, 
IDeUgm,  Tir^^  (niu  ta^  in  Ftadridubnig,") 
Ac 

**  ICr.  Adahs  next  stated  be  had  in  hia  poaseemoQ 
a  paper,  upon  which  he  wished  to  have  a  ded^n 
M  the  Speaker.  The  paper,  he  said,  came  from 
twenty  peraona  declaring  themsdves  to  be  davea. 
He  widied  to  know  iriwtber  tin  &>eaker  would 
conrfder  this  paper  as  coming  under  the  rule  of  the 
House." 

Ur.  Adaics  said  it  most  be  perfectly  within 
the  reoolleotim  of  the  Bpeakw,  that  what  was 
thaw  stated  in  tiie  Globe  was  correct.  Be  did 
not  present  the  petition,  bat  kept  it  in  Us  pes- 
seasiott.  He  had  stated  to  the  Speaker  tiiat  he 
had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be 
from  twenty-two  slaves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  T>etiti<m  of  this  Idnd  would 
come  under  the  rule  of  the  18th  of  January 
last ;  and  the  Speaker  said,  as  it  was  a  novel 
question,  he  would  take  the  sense  <^  the  House 
upon  it.  He  had  also  stated,  before  he  oom- 
meneed  presenting  his  mtitiws,  that  he  had 
some  in  his  possession  whidi  it  had  occurred  to 
him  were  impositions ;  as,  by  the  order  of  the 
16th  of  Jaanary,  members  who  had  an  attach- 
ment to  tlie  richt  of  petiticm  were  liable  to  im- 
po^tion.  He  bad  BtiUed  that,  among  the  peti- 
tk>ttB  which  were  in  hiapoasoarion,  he  had  the 
■nmhdtm  that  some  of  thran  were  not  genuine ; 
and  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  say  whether 
he  had  not  given  this  statement  when  he  pre- 
sented several  of  his  petitions.  He  had  given 
this  statement  when  he  stated  he  had  in  hi» 
posseeuon  the  petition  purportiug  to  be  (mm 
slaves ;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  House  had  the  right  to  infer,  that  this  p«>er 
was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  un- 
possible  for  him  to  have  said  any  such  thing ; 
for  if  the  Honse  bad  received  the  petition,  and 
it  had  been  r<«d,  tiiey  would  instantly  have 
seen  tiiat  be  nude  a  fUse  statement.  Hewould, 
fhrthMmore,  mj  that  if  it  had  been  a  petitiim 
of  slaves  for  the  abollti<m  of  slavery,  he  should 
at  least  have  paused  before  he  brou^t  the  sub* 
ject  before  the  House  in  any  form.  However 
sacred  he  might  hold  the  right  of  petition,  ho 
would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
brionng  before  the  House  petitions  which  it 
was  his  oi^niim  oii^ht  not  to  be  presuted ;  that 
«disoreti<mary  power,  however,  he  would  use 
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with  prudence,  and  he  wonld  8^  that  the  men 
circumstance  of  a  petition  bcdng  from  daret 
would  not  prevent  him  from  preeenting  it;  and 

he  should  tiave  incnired  the  censure  of  the 
House  for  so  dmog,  he  was  ready  to  reoeir*  it. 

As  he  had  before  said,  however,  he  had  not . 
presented  this  petition  to  the  Honse,  and  he  was 
yet  wuting  tiie  Speaker^s  deciuon  before  be 
could  detennine  whether  he  would  preeeut  it. 
If  the  House  should  deude  that  it  was  not  a 
paper  whidb  came  under  the  order  of  tiw  16di 
of  JannazT,  and  was  not  admiariblcL  he  duwld 
not  present  itataU.  Ho  wonld  take  thiB<^ 
portnni^  ot  mjing  to  the  Honse,  that  bowerer 
mnoh  be  m^ht  uve  been  misunderstood  liy 
gentiemen,  there  was  nothing  further  from  his 
mteutiou  than  to  trifle  with  the  Houss  on  tlus 
occasion ;  and  never  in  the  coarse  of  bis  life 
had  he  intended  to  pay  a  greater  reH>ect  to  the 
rules  of  the  House  and  the  rights  ana  {Hivikgts 
of  members.  Had  he  consulted  his  own  feel- 
ings, he  would  have  presented  the  paper  to  the 
House ;  but,  from  the  respect  he  p^d  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  the  deciaoa 
of  the  Chair  before  he  presented  the  paper. 

Mr.  Dbomooolb  said  he  preferred  action  oaa 
question  of  this  character  rather  than  debati, 
and  he  had  risen  only  for  the  parpose  of  re- 
questing the  0mtleman  from  Sbata  Oarofina 
(Mr.  Thomhok)  to  accept  a  modification  be 
would  send  to  the  Clerk's  table : 

The  mo^oatirai  was  read,  as  fdlows: 

1.  Retolved,  That  the  bwunaUe  Jomr  QunKi 
Adahel  a  member  of  this  House,  by  sla&ig  fa  Isi 
pisoe  that  be  had  in  Ida  possesion  a  paper  pmport- 
iog  to  be  a  petition  from  staves,  and  inqiMng  if  it 
came  within  the  meaning  of  a  resirfution  betelafefe 
adopted,  (aa  preliminary  to  its  presentatioB,)  bM 
given  color  to  the  idea  that  alaves  have  the  ri^  cf 
petltioti,  and  of  bis  rsaiUnasB  to  be  tbdr  wgan:  nA 
that  for  the  same  he  desorres  the  oensuro  of  tUs 
House. 

2.  Ruolvei,  That  the  aforesud  Jons  Q.  Aoiss 
recdve  a  cenauie  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  {Macnca 
of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTes. 

Kr.  Thompson  accepted  the  above  sa  a  sab- 
stitute  for  his  own  resolotions.  ' 
.  lir.  Elmobx  trusted  there  was  no  intentiaB 
(tf  araaing  this  snUoct,  bat  that  the  Soi^ 
would  prwent  nntted  action,  and  an  nndividsd 
front,  Mid  suffiv  all  ndnor  diflbrenoea  of  (^dnion 
to  sabride. 

Kr.  Lawlir  then  took  the  floor,  and  imosted, 
at  some  length,  that  the  explanatiim  of  the 
member  frtnn  Hassaohusetts  was  any  thing  but 
satisfactory,  and  he  made  an  earnest  i^tpeal  to 
him  to  retract  what  he  had  d«ie. 

Ur.  BouBiKHT  said :  I  have  taken  no  pait, 
Ur.  Spealrer,  in  the  stormv  debate  whidi  the 
extraMdinary  oondnot  <tf  uie  gentleman  trm. 
Uassaohusetts  has  elidted.  I  was,  rir,  I  con- 
fess, anwiUing  to  trust  to  the  emotions  which 
that  conduct  could  not  foil  to  excite  in  the 
bosom  of  every  Soathem  man.  There  was 
danger  the  first  impolse  might  hniry  ns  too 
for;  for  it  is  ever  in  moooita'frf'  hipi  «xoite- 
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ment,  of  exasperation,  sach  as  we  have  Jast  wit^ 
nessed,  that  the  most  &tal  precedents  are  estab- 
Ikibed,  and  that,  too,  often  nnder  the  inflnence 
of  hlni  and  htmorable  motives.  It  is  due, 
therefore,  to  onnelTeB,  to  the  member  impli- 
cated, and  to  the  connfarr,  now  that  some  de- 
gree of  eahoneas  is  restored,  to  velgh  veil  the 
ooDMinieneea  of  the  measure  proposed  xmder 
■nefa  oircamBtances  for  our  adopnoo.  To  drAj^  a 
member  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  oanse  him 
to  be  pnbtiolj  oeneured  hj  the  Speaker,  must  be 
regaraed  hy  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  pnnie^- 
meat,  and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  giv&  eatisfac- 
tory  reasons  for  inflicting  it.  Let  ns  look  to 
the  resolntton  which  profefisea  to  assign  thenL 
It  dedares  that  the  member  in  qnestion,  by 
stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  whether  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  certun  resolntion,  as 
preUmlnaiy  to  its  presentation  has  riven  color 
to  the  idea  that  mena  have  tae  rtKht  of  peti- 
tfon,  md  of  his  readineas  to  be  uuir  organ. 
Yes,  air ;  we  diai^  that  hj  stating  a  fact,  and 
midnng  aninqniry,  he  has  given  color  an 
offensive  idea ;  and  it  ia  fi»  t^e  crime  of  inti- 
mating tiiat  idea  we  demand  hia  pnnishment, 
/'  I  cannot  go  this  length.  So  long  as  I  have  the 
h(HK>r  of  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 
the  otmseqaenoes  to  myself  personally  what 
they  may,  to  censore  or  expel  any  member  for 
the  otmfMt  latitude  of  inquiry  or  remark  in 
which  he  may  indnlge,  whilst  acting  in  what 
he  may  r^ard,  however  erroneously,  as  the  dis- 
diarge  of  his  doty,  and  keeping  wittiin  the  lim- 
its <H  parliamentai7  order.  Let  me  not  he  un- 
dentood  as  approviiu  the  otmdnct  of  tiie  gen- 
flemaa  teom.  UasBacnasetta.  Far  from  it ;  no 
one  more  atrondy  oondemns  It.  I  concDr  with 
thoae  who  think  that  he  has  trifled  with  the 
patience  of  the  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
inulness,  and  wantonly  tortar^  the  feelings  of 
a  large  portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minute- 
ness with  which  he  has  dwelt  upon  the  contents 
c{  offen^ve  petitions,  and  the  names  and  char- 
acters of  those  whu  signed  them.  I  cannot 
hold  him  guiltless  in  nnneceswily  introducing 
and  enl&rgine  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abo- 
litioD ;  espedally  he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame 
for  leaving  the  House  so  long  nnder  an  evident 
and  painfiil  mistake  in  relation  to  the  petition 
in  hu  poesessioo,  by  smmresnng  information  of 
its  eontenta.  Nor  do  1  iMlieve  that  he  has  soo- 
oeeded,  1^  tiie  explanation  he  has  offered,  in 
eonrindng  one  human  being,  except  himself^ 
of  the  propriety  of  bis  ooorse.  Indeed,  in  one 
respect  that  explanation  mnst  rather  be  regarded 
in  the  light  of  an  a^ravation,  reiterating,  as  it 
di^  the  offensive  doctrine  that  slaves  have  a 
...^^ht  to  send  their  petitions  into  tiiis  hall. 
T^flt  gentieman  is  too  intelligent  to  aaser^  in 
his  cauner  moments,  the  preposterous  pontion, 
that  those  who  under  the  constitution  are  re- 
oogidzed  aa  property,  who  constitate  no  part 
of  the  body  politic,  can  exercise  [wlitieal  rights. 
He  oogfat  to  have  Ibreaem  the  consequences 
iriiifih  oare  canned  fhna  nggeittng  adoabt  itp- 


on  that  subject.  But  whatever  may  be  my 
opinion,  or  that  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity 
or  impropriety  of  riusiog  such  a  question  here, 
it  by  no  means  follows  tiiat  we  can  make  it  the 
groond  of  a  penal  proceeding. 
Mr.  Alfoed  addressed  the  House  as  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
would  screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this 
House,  because  he  has  not  sent  his  petition 
from  uaves  to  yoar  table.  Sir,  he  has  sent  the 
petition  from  the  free  negroes  of  Predericks- 
bnrg,  and  that  is  as  Wrong  and  insulting  to  us 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  Oonstitulion  of 
these  United  States  no  more  allows  the  one 
than  the  other,  and  both  are  equally  insiUting. 
Moreover,  the. member  has  sua  he  would  not 
refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if  the 
House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts si^s  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity 
to  this  House ;  the  Uust  s^aks  for  itself,  and  is 
more  otmolnriTe  to  my  mind  than  all  his  pro- 
fessions. 

Sir,  there  seems  to  be  some  difference  of 
opinion  amongst  oar  friends  hcnre,  aa  to  what 
course  we  ought  to  pursue  in  this  awful  crisis 
of  our  beloved  country.  Some  of  our  friends,' 
as  patriotic  as  any,  have  urged,  in  this  debate, 
that  we  ooght  not  to  sit  here  and  submit  to  this 
outrageous  course  of  things ;  that  if  it  does  not 
cease,  we  should  go  borne.  No,  sir ;  no,  sir ; 
this  must  not  be ;  we  will  neither  submit  nor 
retire.  If  they  prosecute  this  measure  in  this 
Honse,  by  attempts  at  legislating  us  out  of  our 
rights,  we  will  resist  it  here  by  legislative  acts 
as  long  as  we  can ;  and  if  at  last  they  prove  too 
strong  for  us,  and  suooeed  in  pasaiog  unoonsti- 
ttttioul  laws,  to  rob  us  of  our  pr<^>erty,  to 
nmrdw  onr  wives  and  children,  still  we  will 
not  submit ;  tiiey  must  change  the  constitntion 
before  they  can  bind  us  by  any  laws  of  aboli- 
tion ;  this  they  never  can  da  if  the  South  is 
true  to  itself.  And  true  we  shall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  constitution,  onr  wives,  our  chil- 
dren, and  onr  country.  If  still  they  pursue  m 
to  the  last,  and  attempt  to  do  by  force  what 
they  never  can  do  by  law,  we  will  not  be  found 
wanting ;  we  will  not  desert  this  Oapitol  nor 
this  country.  This  is  the  Old  Dominion ;  this 
land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs ;  it  was  ceded  by 
Vin;;inifl  and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  toler- 
ated by  law.  Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the 
dominion  of  force,  and  that,  too,  inflicted  by 
the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild  and  worse 
than  savage  &natlot   No,  never! 

I  apprehend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South 
is  not  well  understood  upon  this  subject  Party 
purposes  and  party  policy  may  have  prevented 
a  fair  and  full  expression  of  the  feelings  and 
opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the  South 
upon  this  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has 
not  been  felt  here  as  it  ahould  have  been.  Let 
me  tell  gentiemen,  it  is  a  firm  imd  unconquer- 
able retwinlion  never  to  snrrender  one  Jot  or 
tittie  of  oar  constitutional  rights  upon  this  sob- 
ject.  We  have  a  common  interest  in  this  Gov- 
ernment, a  oomittoa  title  in  this  cqtital;  it 
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bears  the-  name  of  tiie  immortal  Washington, 
and  he  was  a  Sonthem  man.  Shall  we,  then, 
ever  enrrender  the  one  or  desert  the  other? 
Ho,  never !  Never,  mitil  this  fiair  fatj  is  a  field 
of  Waterloo,  and  this  beantiflil  Fotonulo  a  river 
of  blood. 

Kr.  CtrsHnra  said  that  the  House,  daring  the 
whole  of  yesterday  and  to-daj,  had  been  the 
scene  of  a  most  excited  and  very  discnrsive  de- 
bate, branching  ont  into  a  great  variety  of  in- 
cidental topics,  many  of  which  were  bnt  re- 
motely connected  with  the  main  qaestion. 
There  was,  in  tmtb,  only  one  thing  for  the 
Honse  to  determine.  Did  the  veaerane  mem- 
ber from  Hassachnsetta,  by  the  inqniiy  he 
propounded  to  the  Chair,  folate  any  law  of 
tiie  land,  or  any  known  parliamentary  mie,  so 
as  to  render  him  liable  to  the  indignant  censure 

the  Honse  ?  This  was  the  real  point  in  issne, 
on  the  precise  merits  of  the  resolntion  moved 
or  adopted  by  the  gentleman  frxim  Sonth  Oaro- 
Una,  (Mr.  Thompson.) 

I  have  not  risen  (said  Mr.  0.)  to  analyze  or 
discnss  that  resolution.  There  is  no  need  of  it. 
My  honorable  colleagae  near  me  (Mr.  Linoolii) 
hu  ably  discharged  this  doty.  Be  has  dranon- 
strated,  temperately  bnt  maofall^,  the  nntena- 
bleness  of  all  the  gronnds  on  which  the  resoln- 
tioQ  had  been  made  to  resC  The  sentiments 
expressed  by  him  do  himor  alike  to  his  head 
■na  his  heart  I  declare  my  cwdialconoarTenee 
in  every  wcnrd  he  has  uttered  on  tUa  occarion. 

And,  after  thia  dedarailj<m,  it  is  bnt  a  neoea- 
■ary  consequence  to  say  that  to  no  resolution 
of  censure,  based  on  the  matters  now  before  ns, 
to  no  rebuke,  expl^ssed  or  implied,  to  no  action 
of  the  House  that  shall  touch  that  individual 
(Mr.  Adahs)  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
edge  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  I  give  my 
assent.  If,  in  the  present  oontingenoy,  any 
thing  had  transpired  of  itself  tending  to  Justify 
the  resolution  of  censure,  I  could  not  &il  to ; 
remember  that  he,  who  is  ^e  object  of  it,  has 
presided  over  the  destinies  of  my  country ;  that 
ne  is  at  this  momrat  a  repreeentative,  in  com- 
mon with  myself  of  the  State  of  Massaobusetts ; 
that  eminent  as  he  is  by  reascm  of  hie  long 
poldio  services,  and  tiie  exalted  stations  he  has 
held,  he  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his  intellectual 
snperiority;  that  his  character  no  longer  be- 
longs to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the 
history  of  ciTilizati(m  and  of  liberty;  and  I 
would  have  members  ponder  well  the  cose,  be- 
fore they  proceed,  whether  to  gratiiy  friends  or 
mpease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in  censnre 
Msuoh  a  man. 

This  House  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  col- 
league, for  the  alleged  offence  of  speaking  words 
in  his  place,  and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty, 
which  give  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  possess 
dkeright  of  petition.  Was  it  an  offence!  And 
if  sck  ui  what  text  is  the  offence  defined  and  the 
pumahment  prescribed  9  There  is  no  sndi  t«ct 
Tlie  propositicoL  is,  to  oensore  my  ceUei^e  at 
Hhb  men  will  of  the  Honae,  its  arbitrary  will, 
Ibr  aa  aot  wldeb  ctfEbnda  a  p«rti(ai  of  its  meoi- 
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bers,  by  rusing  the  implication  itf  an  erroneoxu 
idea.  Whither  is  this  precedoit  to  lead  t  Is  it 
not  utterly  subversive  of  the  freedom  of  cUbatef 
A  member  is  not  to  utter  an  opinion,  or  1^ 
words  of  inqpiry  insinuate  an  opinion,  obnoxious 
to  the  rest  of  the  House?  I  must  express  my 
snrprise — I  will  not  say  my  indignation,  because 
that  would  infer  reproach— that  gentlemen,  who 
continually  themselves  exercise  the  privilc^  oi 
debate  in  its  widest  latitude— who  stretch  it  to 
the  &rthest  vOTge — who  do  this  in  the  utterance 
of  opinions  offensive  to  a  minority  of  the 
House — my  profound  astonishment  that  aoch 
gentiemen  should  urge  the  arlntrary  punish- 
ment of  wj  eoUeagoe  for  a  pretended  abuse  of 
the  right  or  debate.  Or  do  members  from  the 
South  conceive  they  are  to  have  the  privile^ 
of  speech  exclusively  to  themselves  ?  If  so,  it 
is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  self-ddu- 
sion. 

Belying,  however,  very  littie  on  the  merits 
of  the  question,  gentiemen  seek  to  justify  their 
purpose  by  other  considerations.  To  b^n, 
they  denounce,  in  no  measured  terms,  the  dis- 
tinguishing opinions  of  Massadmsetts  on  the 
subject  of  this  great  question  of  public  liberty, 
inoidental  to  the  reeolntion  before  us.  They 
err  most  egregiously,  if  they  believe  that  snch 
opinions  are  exdnsively  peculiar  to  Massachu- 
setts or  to  New  Ei^and.  Those  (pinions  pre- 
vidl  quite  as  eztensiTely  in  the  great  States  <tf 
New  York,  Pnmq^lvauia,  and  Ohio,  for  exam- 

Sle,  as  they  do  in  New  Enjdand.  They  are,  in- 
eed,  opinions  of  elemental  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions-  of 
the  country.  It  may  be  that  such  opinions  are 
more  strongly  held,  and  more  universuly  under- 
stood, in  New  England,  than  elsewhere  in  the 
TTnited  States.  I  may  not  deny  it.  Deny  it?  I 
glory  in  the  fact  It  is  the.proof  and  the  result  of 
our  old  and  persevering  cUdication  to  liberty. 

Gentiemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fan- 
damenUd  rights — as  the  freedom  of  speech  <^ 
opinion,  of  petition — as  if  they  were  derived  from 
the  Oonstitation  of  tiie  United  States.  I  soout 
such  a  doctrine. .  If  there  were  a  drop  in  my 
T^ns  that  did  not  rebel  ag^nat  the  sentunoit, 
it  would  be  baatard  blood.  Sir,  I  didm  to  be 
descended  from  tibe  kuig-killbg  Roundheads  of 
the  r^gn  of  Charles  the  First ;  throng  a  laoe 
of  men  not  nnremembered  in  peace  or  war; 
never  baclnrard  in  the  stm^les  of  liberty ;  a 
family,  upon  the  head  of  a  member  of  which 
the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Qreat  Britain 
in  revenge  of  his  early  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  I  venerate  their  character  and 
their  principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  tiiey  did 
-—to  abandon  all  the  advantages  of  country, 
home,  fortune,  station — to  fly  to  some  western 
wilderness- and  to  live  upon  a  bandftil  of  parch- 
ed corn  and  a  cup  of  cold  wat«r,  with  God'a 
Uesaing  on  bonent  independence— sooner  than 
I  will  surrender  <ne  jot  ot  tittie  of  those  great 
principles  of  Kberfy  which  I  have  sncked  in 
with  my  motliw*B  imlk.  I  disdain  to  1h^  these 
ri^ts  by  any  pandunoit  title.  The  peo]^  of 
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IlieCoinnKHi wealth  of  Massaofaiuette,  the  people 
of  every  State  of  this  Uaioo,  oame  Into  it  in  uie 
AiH  pouemkm  and  fruition  of  all  fliue  righta. 
'We  did  not  ooiutitnte  this  Gorenunent  as  the 
means  of  acquiring  new  rights^  bnt  for  the  pro- 
teotioa  of  old  ones,  which  nature  had  ocmfeired 
npon  na ;  which  the  oonstitntioa  rightly  re^rds 
as  iH«-exi9ting  rights;  and,  as  to  wMoh,  ul  the 
oonsdtnti<Hi  does  u  to  provide  that  these  rights 
neither  70a,  nor  anj  power  on  earth,  uiall 
alter,  abrogate,  or  abridge.  They  are  rights  of 
Heaven's  own  giving.  We  hold  them  by  the 
snpreme  tenure  of  revolation.  We  bold  them 
by  the  dread  arbitrament  of  battle.  We  hold 
them  by  the  concession  of  a  higher  and  broader 
charter  than  all  the  cpnstitntiona  in  the  land — 
the  free  dmiation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  he 
made  ns  to  be  men.  These,  the  oardinal  prin- 
riplee  of  fanmaa  freedom,  he  has  bnplanted  in 
VB,  and  placed  them  before  and  behind  and 
annrnd  ns,  for  onr  guard  and  guidance,  like  the 
cloud  b;  day  and  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night, 
which  led  the  Israelites  through  tilie  desert.  It 
u  ft  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  underived, 
imiH-escri^ble ;  and  acknowledged  in  tiie  oon- 
atitntioD  itself  as  pre-eminently  before  and 
above  the  constitatioii. 

Now,  in  their  denunciations  of  the  Korth,  it 
is  these,  the  very  primordial  righta  of  the  uni- 
versal people  of  the  United  States,  that  gentle- 
men from  the  South  ass^  They  strilce  at  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of  speech, 
oat  of  dotns— and  the  ri{^t  of  petiticm  and  de- 
bate in  this  How& 

Ifo  seems  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime,  to  a  poiv 
tint  of  tlM  inhabitants  of  the  non-slsveholding 
States,  that  they  entertain  sentiments  cmidemn- 
ed  by  a  m^ority  of  this  nation.  But  can  it  be 
ft  crime )  I  appeal  once  again  to  that  jwrtion 
ot  the  members  from  the  South  who  are  fore- 
most in  this  debate — I  mean  the  oentleman 
from  South  Oarotina  <lfr.  Tbompsoh)  and  his 
friends — who  on  certun  subjects  differ  la  opin- 
km  with  a  great  mqority  of  their  countrymen ; 
and  I  ask  wem  whether  they  stand  prepared  to 
abide  by  and  sosttUn  the  doctrine  that  opinions, 
nnaooeptable  to  the  minority,  are  a  moral  or 
pofitieal  flrimet  WiU  tiwy  c^ply  to  themselves 
tiie  nle  (tf  jndgmait  whieh  tlwy  nrge  so  ve- 
hemently anUnst  the  people  of  the  STorthf 
Will  they  deliberately  sanction  soeh  an  odious 
doctrine  f  I  know  th^  cannot.  They  must 
perceive  tiiat  it  is  imposrible  by  any  act  of  the 
will  to  control  the  condosions  of  the  mind.  It 
is  our  duty,  in  all  the  oontingenoies  of  life,  to 
weigh  well  the  facts  and  the  reasonings  npon 
which  oar  jadgmenta  are  to  be  formed ;  to  ap- 
ply to  every  question  a  conscientious  desire  to 
arrive  at  the  truth ;  to  spare  no  means  to  inform 
ourselves  rightiy  as  to  the  matters  which  the 
mind  is  to  Jodge.  But  the  result  is  not  a  thing 
within  the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  mon- 
stroQS,  therefore,  to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar 
of  le^al  OMisure.  It  is  a  vioUtion  of  the  inte- 
rior saactaary  of  a  man's  own  souL  It  is  Ha 
very  aome  of  tyranny.  The  arbitraty  powor  to 


[H.  o»  R. 

condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  whidi  gave 
birth  to  the  protestant  Deformation,  and  which 
has  rendered  tlie  inquisition  a  by-word  of  odinm 
and  reproach.  It  is  that  self-same  thing  from 
which  onr  fathers  fled— the  Puritans,  the  C^ith- 
olica,  the  Quakers,  the  Huguenots — ^when  they 
left  tiieir  native  Europe  to  found  an  asylum  for 
conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  that  which 
haa  nerved  tiie  arm  and  6dj|;ed  the  sword,  in 
every  contest  of  liberty,  which  Ugfatoia  alcng 
the  history  of  civilized  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press — ^I  admit  that 
here  there  is  more  difficulty  than  in  the  case 
of  opinion.  It  is  a  practical  problem,  extreme- 
ly difficult  of  solution,  to  determine  always  how 
much  of  liberty  in  this  respect  is  pos^bte  to  be 
mainttUned,  without  degeneratii^  into  licen- 
tiousness. And  it  is  a  practical  qnesticm,  gnat- 
ly  dependent  on  times  and  dronnutanoes.  I 
shall  not  seek,  in  these  cnrsorv  remarks,  to 
solve  the  problem.  Iz  suffices  for  my  present 
purpose  to  surest  the  idea,  that  the  suppres- 
sion of  politioaTinqniry,  while  it  is  a  thing  hoe* 
tile  to  uie  general  spirit  of  our  institutions^  is 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end 
in  aggravating  the  evil  it  is  designed  to  remedy. 

I  had  occasion,  the  last  winter,  to  express  my 
views  on  the  general  subject  of  the  right  of  pe- 
tition. They  remain  without  change.  And  I 
can  bnt  repeat  my  conviction,  that  this,  like  the 
Iit>erty  of  conscience  and  the  press,  is  not  a  right 
^ven  by  the  opostitntion,  but  an  original  right 
of  the  oonstitoent  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  one  which  they  never  parted  with,  bnt  in 
their  compacts  of  politicat  followship  expressly 
saved  fh>m  all  abridgment  and  limitation  for- 
ever. The  right  of  the  people  to  petiticm  for  a 
redress  of  grievances,  and  the  duly  of  Congress 
to  receive  and  consider  such  petitions,  are  in 
my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of  the 
right.  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  which 
the  people  bring  their  wants  or  opinions  to  the 
direct  notice  of  Congress.  It  Is  an  essontjal  in- 
gredient of  representative  institutions.  To  for- 
bid the  citizen  to  prefer  his  wishes  to  Congress 
by  petition  would  be  to  lop  off  one  of  tiie 
obi«n  democratic  features  of  our  Government, 
and  to  convert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  eleetiv« 
deffpotian.  It  would  be  a  curtailment  of  the 
ooiutitational  liberties  of  the  people  ot  the 
Ui^ted  States,  to  whidi  they  conld  not  and 
should  not  submit. 

Mr.  Speaker,  such  are  my  sentiments  in 
gard  to  these  great  fundamental  rights  of  my 
fellow-citizens.  I  think  they  are,  in  the  sub- 
stance and  the  general  outiine,  the  sentiments 
of  the  bulk  of  tne  people  of  the  North ;  and  I 
had  fondly  ima^oed,  until  very  recentiy,  that 
tliey  were  sentiment  co-extensive  in  preva- 
lence with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  republic.  Eo- 
tertuning  this  belief^  I  have  deeply  regretted  to 
see  the  dangerous  topic  of  slavery  mixed  up 
with  other  qneetions,  wholly  foreign  to  it  in 
principle. 

Kr,  I  put  it  to  gentiemen,  in  all  directnen  and 
rinoerity,  do  they  suppose  that  angry  attadki 
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on  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  speech,  of  the 
press,  of  petition,  of  debate,  are  likely  to  check 
the  Qiread  in  the  United  States  of  that  disap- 
probi^on  of  slavery,  which  is  bnt  another  form, 
conversely  consideredj  of  the  love  of  liberty  ? 
Do  they  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opin- 
ions and  stifle  the  petitions  of  the  free  men  of 
the  United  States  1  Ay,  and  of  the  free  women 
too  ?  For  I  confess  it  seems  to  me  a  strange 
idea  to  uphold,  in  this  enlightened  age,  that, 
woman,  refined,  educated,  intellectual  woman, 
is  to  have  no  opinion,  or  no  right  to  express 
that  opinion.  Do  gentlemen  soberly  think 
tiieir  cause  can  be  strengthened  in  the  oonntry, 
by  brinipng  to  the  bar  <rf  the  Honse  for  con- 
tempt, by  snUeoting  to  censnre,  by  expelling, 
a  Betffasentative  of  <me  of  the  free  States,  be- 
cause he  may  hare  given  color  to  the  idea  that 
slaves  can  petition  Oongress  ? 

The  resolution  before  the  House  proposes  to 
censure  my  colleague  f(ft>  the  act  of  stating  that 
he  held  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  frtHn 
slaves,  and  ^in^  of  the  Speaker  whether  such 
a  paper  falls  within  a  certain  order  of  the 
House. 

"  Now,  as  I  have  already  BoiH,  I  hold  the  right 
of  petition  to  1>e  an  original  and  unalienated 
rwht  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  secar- 
cd  to  them  by  the  oonstitntion,  but  not  derived 
from  it.  I  bold  that  the  right  appertains,  not 
to  the  subject  matter  of  the  petition,  bat  to  the 
person  of  the  petitioner.  I  nold,  also,  that  the 
obligation  to  receive  a  peti^n  corresponds 
to  the  riflht  of  petitioning;  since  the  right, 
without  uie  duty,  ii  a  mere  name,  and  not  a 
sabntance.  And  there  may  be  a  power  to  re- 
ceive a  i>etition,  withont  any  obligation  to  re- 
ceive it,  or  any  right  to  inrist  upon  its  reception 
OS  a  corresponding  daty.  For  instance.  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  receive  a  petition  of  a 
foreigner ;  and  yet  Congress  lies  nnder  no  obli- 
gation to  receive  it ;  because  the  right  of  peti- 
tion is  guaranteed  only  to  tJie  people  of  the 
United  States.  Is  it  not,  as  %  matter  of  consti- 
tnUonal  law,  just  so  in  the  case  of  a  slave  f 
The  constitution  guarantees  to  the  oonsUtuent 
people  of  the  United  States  their  nataral  rights 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition, 
against  all  abridgment.  Are  riaves  embraced 
within  these  guarantees  of  the  constitution  ?  I 
think  not.  As  to  the  natural  ri^ht  of  the  slave 
in  these  particulars,  that,  like  his  natural  right 
of  personal  freedom,  not  being  assured  to  him 
by  the  constitutional  compact,  is  not  a  question 
within  the  oonBtitntlcHial  cmnpetency  of  Oon- 
gress. 

Bnt  the  inc^uiry  whether  Congress  may  re- 
ceive the  ^tition  of  a  ^ve  depends  on  other 
oonnderations.  It  is  a  question,  not  of  the 
right  oi  the  petitioner,  bnt  of  the  dlscTation  or 
power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  appears  to 
me  to  be  jost  anoh  a  matter-of-fact  qneation  of 
common  sense  as  mi^ht  occur  in  the  relations  of 
private  life.  There  is  a  mnltitode  of  supposable 
caaea  in  which  I  oonld  reeeive  and  grant  the  re- 
qnest— that  is,  the  petition — of  a  suve.  I  can- 


not infringe  the  legal  rights  of  the  master  with- 
out becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  the  land ; 
nay,  to  a  higher  fonun,  nnce  I  should  be  doing 
an  act  immoral  and  dishonorable  as  well  as  ille- 
gal. He  is  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property 
of  his  master.  But  is  he  not  also  a  human  be 
ing?  Does  not  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  call  him  a  person,  while  mak- 
ing him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  CKf  repre- 
sentation ?  Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  re- 
qoeetj  no  prayer,  in  any  circumstances  t  If  1 
see  him  drowning  in  the  canal,  or  alioot  to  be 
struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  he  cries  to  me 
for  succor,  may  I  not  listen  to  him  ?  Suppose 
a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  dave,  seuicg 
forth  by  well-anthenticated  statanenta,  that  he 
is  in  a  foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronsed, 
and  his  master,  a  citizen  of  this  country,  does 
not  know  it,  or  cannot  be  found ;  may  I  not 
bring  the  matter  before  the  Government,  whe- 
ther it  be  Oongress  or  the  Executive,  which- 
ever has  the  power  to  afford  redress  ?  What  I 
mean  to  say  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing 
to  do  with  abolition,  and  not  affecting  in  any 
other  respect  the  legal  rights  of  the  master,  tt 
might  be  proper  and  reasonable  to  lend  an  ear 
to  the  petition  of  a  slave.  These,  I  know,  are 
extreme  cases ;  and  they  are  suggested  only  as 
illnstrations  of  my  idea ;  for  I  would  no  more 
present  a  petitttm  from  slaves,  in  derc^ralitm  of 
any  of  the  oonstitntiooal  r\gbta  of  the  Sontb, 
than  I  wonld  offiar  a  ddibwate  Insolt  to  the 
Ohair  or  to  the  House. 

Having  been  at  all  times  a  strcnuoos  advocate 
of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  and  of 
petition,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  thai 
explicitiy  my  views  of  Uie  existing  constitn- 
tional  limitation  of  these  immunities.  It  were 
nnbeconung  to  be  a  stickler  for  the  ri^^ts  of 
one  part  of  the  country,  and  blind  to  the  ri|^ 
of  another  part  I  resist  the  attempt  to  pnoidi 
my  colleague  by  a  sort  of  ex  pott  faeUt  Uw, 
which  in  its  tendency  extingnifdies  the  freedom 
of  debate,  and  sobjeota  every  member  to  tha 
arbitrary  will  <A  a  majority.  I  defend  fts 
particnlar  opinions  of  the  North.  I  assert  the 
m«d(Hn  of  opinion,  speech,  the  press,  petitioii, 
inherent  in  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
secured  to  them  by  the  constitution.  But  while 
I  maintiUn  the  sanctity,  the  inviolability  of  these 
rights,  as  it  befits  a  representative  of  Massacba- 
setts  to  do,  I  will  not  practise  here,  nor  coun- 
tenance elMwhere,  any  encroachm^its  on  the 
constitntional  rights  of  the  Sootiu 


WsDNESDAT,  February  8. 

EUetion  cf  President  tmd  Viee  PntHeiU— 
(^ntitiff  the  MeetenU  V0tm. 

This  b^g  the  d^  especially  set  ^nrt  by  a 
joint  resolution  for  Uie  two  Houses  to  convene 
in  joint  meeting,  for  the  purpose  of  wemng 
and  connting  the  electoral  votes  given  bjr  the 
several  States  for  Pre»dent  and  Vioe  Preside 
of  the  United  States— 
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Mr.  Hatkbb  Sfud,  as  the  hoar  bad  nearly- 
elapsed,  be  begged  to  propound  an  inquiry  to 
tbe  Chur,  in  r^ation  to  the  order  in  which  tbe 
Senate  shoold  be  received  by  tbe  Honse  on 
occasions  like  the  present 

The  Cbaib  Btated,  in  reply,  that  the  nsaal 
coarse  had  heretofore  been  for  tbe  Hoose,  some 
short  time  before  the  arrival  of  the  hoar,  to 
send  a  message  to  the  Senate,  informing  that 
body  that  the  Hoase  was  in  readiness  to  re- 
ceive them  and  count  the  votes.  The  Chair 
stated,  ftirther,  that,  so  far  as  he  bad  been  in- 
formed, the  mode  of  receiving  the  Senate  1^ 
Uie  Honae  was  for  tbe  members  to  stand  an- 
covered. 

Hr.  Pattoit  moved  that,  while  the  votes 
wore  being  connted,  ladies  be  admitted  to  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  Jabvis  objected. 

Hr.  Calhoun,  of  Hassachnsetts,  moved  a 
snspension  of  the  rule;  agreed  to — ^yeas  141, 
noes  not  coanted ;  and  Mr.  Patton's  motion 
'was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Anthont  ioqaiced  if  it  was  necessary  to 
move  that  a  conunittee  wait  apon  the  Senate ; 
and,  if  BO,  whether'  the  chairman  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  subject  shoold  appoint  a  sub- 
committee, or  the  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  Ghais  atate^  in  nplji  that  apcm  every 
occasion  of  this  kbaOf  with  a  ringLe  exception, 
the  invariable  course  had  been  to  send  a  mes- 
sage  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk.  In  one  instance 
onlj  the  message  had  been  transmitted  by  a 
committee  of  two  members  of  the  Hoase,  who 
were  also  appointed  to  conduct  tbe  Senate  into 
the  hall ;  but  that  was  a  departure  from  the 
former  practice. 

Mr.  AmnoNT  moved  that  a  message  be  then 
sent  to  the  Senate  by  the  Clerk,  notifying  that 
body  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  to  receive 
them,  and  count  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Ohaik  staCedf  beflm  putting  the  question, 
that  the  sMts  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's 
chair  had  been  provided  for  the  aomnnmodation 
of  the  Senate  and  others  pnfiided  for  the 
members  to  which  they  bdtni^^. 

Mr.  Abthont's  motion  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  dork  accordingly  left  the  House ;  the 
Senate  shortly  after  entered  the  hall,  with  the 
President  of  the  Senate  the  Hon.  William  B. 
KiKo,  of  Alabama,  at  their  head,  preceded  by 
the  Secretary  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the 
Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of  the 
hall,  and  conducted  to  the  seat  assigned  them 
by  the  Sergeant-at-arms  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives,  all  the  members  bmng  uncovered, 
sod  rising  in  their  plaoes. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
^ned  them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate 
had  se^ed  hmiself  at  the  right  of  the  Speaker, 
the  tellers  took  their  seats  at  die  Clerk's 
table. 

Tbe  tellers  were— for  the  Senate^  tbe  Hon. 
Fmux  GsosDt ;  for  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 


CiMMtH^  the  Eledoral  Fc«st.         [U.  or  B. 

tives,  the  Moo.  Jbaxcu  Thoius  and  the  Boa. 
Levi  LiHoour. 
The  FmsiDEKT  of  teb.6bhati  then  rose  and 

Baid: 

The  two  Houses  being  now  convened  for  the 
purpose  of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
several  States  for  rresident  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  tbe  President  of  the 
Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  Uie  votes  and 
deliver  them  to  the  tdlers,  in  order  Hut  thej 
m^  be  counted. 

I  now  present  to  the  teUers  tbe  deotoral  vote 
of  the  State  of  Utdne. 

The  tellers  then  counted  the  votes^  and  an- 
nounced tiiem,  Beverally,  in  their  (nder,  the 
same  form  having  hmn  observed  in  every  ease ; 
the  tellers  also  reading  the  qualifications  of  the 
electors,  and  the  certScates  of  their  elections. 

He  then  annonnced  the  result,  as  reported 
by  the  tellers,  as  follows : 

Jbr  Pretident  of  the  United  Statea. 
For  Martin  Van  Bubkn,  of  New  York — 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted  -  170 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  he  not  counted  167 
For  WiLLiAU  Henbt  Habbibom,  of  Ohio  -  78 
For  HnoH  L&waoH  'WHira,  of  Tennessee  -  86 
For  Daioel  Wbbstxb,  of  Massadnisetts  -  14 
For  WiujK  F.  Masoim,  of  North  Carolina  11 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  Prudent) 
that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted, 
tbe  result  would  be,  for  Martin  Van  Bubkk, 
for  President  of  the  United  States,  170  votes ; 
if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted,  Mas- 
tin  Van  Bubbn  then  lias  167  votes.  In  either 
event,  Maktin  Van  Bubbn,  of  New  Tork,  is 
elected  President  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
therefore  declare  that  Martin  Van  Bubsn, 
having  received  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  electoral  votes,  is  duly  elected  President 
of  the  United  States^  for  four  years,  commene- 
ingthe  4th  day  of  March,  1687. 

The  Fbbsidknt  or  thb  ^atb  then  an* 
nouttced  tiie  votes  for  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  reported  by  the  tellers,  as 
follows : 

For  BioHABD  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky— 
If  tbe  votes  of  Michigan  be  connted  -  147 
If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  144 
For  Fbakok  Osakosb.  of  New  Tork      •  77 
For  John  Ttleb,  of  Virginia  -  -  47 

For  'WiLUAu  SiUTH,  of  Alabama  -  -  28 
It  therefore  appears  (oontinned  the  Preu- 
dent)  that,  were  the  votes  of  Michigan  counted,  ^ 
the  highest  number  of  votes  for  Vice  President 
tbe  United  States  would  be  147 ;  and  if 
those  votes  be  not  counted,  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  that  office  will  be  144,  But,  in 
either  event,  no  p»Bon  has  reodved  a  mif|ori^ 
of  the  electoral  votes  for  Vice  Fresidwt  of  the 
United  States;  and  I  do  therefore  declare,  that, 
no  persim  having  received  such  majority,  no 

Erson  has  been  elected  to  that  office;  that 
ohabd  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Fban- 
018  GBAsexB,  of  New  York,  are  the  two  highest 
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Omtmre  iff  Mr,  Aim$. 


oa  the  list ;  and  it  now  devolvea  on  the  Senate 
^  the  United  States,  as  provided  in  the  oonati- 
tiiti(Hi,  from  those  tvo  persons  to  elect  a  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 


Uslne, 

New  HunpsUra, 
HuMtehoMtti, 
Bhode  bland, 
Coniieetlflat, 
TennoDt 

I>«lkwmr«, 

TiridDU, 

Nwtk  CmvIIiu, 

BoathOuoUu, 

0«orgU. 

KeatncKr, 

Temeucc*, 

Ohfos 

IWlltff'i 
lUlBOll. 

HlMOOri, 

Arluuttu 
Michigan 


IN 


148 


Wlud«  nomber  of 
eleetora,  wen  tho 
TotMof  Ukhtgaa 
wuBted. 


H««eaMnr,  were  tlu 
Tot«i<ir  MkUgu 
Moated. 


Whole  number  of 
eleetoT^  were  the 
Totee  of  Michigan 
not  conn  tad. 


rorPrutdmi. 


170 


18T 


14 


14 


U 


78 


IS 


II 


nor 

F.iVMfdM& 


16 


26147 


£0144 


17 


10 


47 


47 
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The  Phmidknt  ot  thk  Sbnatb  then  an- 
nounced that  the  object  for  which  the  two 
Houses  were  assembled,  under  the  constitation, 
hod  been  accomplished,  and  tiiat  the  Smators 
Tonld  retire  to  tuelr  chamber  in  order. 

The  Senators  then  rose  and  retired  in  the 
(M^er  tboT  came,  the  members  of  the  House 
/iung  in  their  places  and  remaining  nnooTered. 

Hr.  Thomas,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
<A  the  House  of  Repreeontativee,  to  Join  sach 
oommittee  as  mi(^t  be  i^pointM  od.  the  part 
of  tliB  Soiate,  to  asoertdii  and  report  a  mode 
of  examining  the  votes  for  Predd«it  and  Vice 
Fnsklent  of  the  United  States,  and  <tf  notiiying 
theperMnu  elected  of  their  election,  reported: 

That  the  joint  committee,  in  forUier  execu- 
tion of  the  duties  wltii  which  they  were 
charged  by  the  two  Houses  of  Oongreas,  have 
agreed  to  the  following  resc^ntion,  in  wldoh 


their  committee  recommend  to  the  Honse  of 
RepresentatiTeg  to  cononr: 

JUtolved,  That  a  oommittee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  that  body,  to  jcnn  a  oon- 
mitteo  of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Represent*- 
tlTes,  to  be  appointed  by  that  House,  to  wait  on 
Uauik  Van  Bobkr,  of  New  Yotk^  and  notify  hfan 
that  he  has  been  duly  elected  Fretddoit  of  the  United 
Sutee  for  four  yesia.  commendng  with  the  4th  d^ 
of  Harch,  1887. 

The  above  resolntion  hanng  bem 
corred  in, 
The  Honse  a^oomod. 


OOB' 


Thdbsdat,  Febroarj  9. 
Ctnmm  ^  Mr.  Adamg. 

The  Ghair  annotmced  the  unfinished  bnai- 
ness,  being  the  question  of  privil^e  inTolvad 
in  the  consideration  of  the  following  resolntious 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Tlie  original  resolution  moved  bj  Mr.  W, 
TaoMPeoN  was  modified  by  him,  at  we  sDggei- 
tion  of  Hr.  Dbomooolk,  as  fdlows: 

"1.  JtMo/twdllwttbeHoD.  JobmQuihctAdaio, 
a  member  of  this  House,  by  stating,  In  bis  i^ace, 
that  he  had  in  Us  possesdon  a  paper  purporting  to 
be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  uqmriog  if  it  came 
within  the  meaning  of  a  resolation  heretofore  adopted, 
(as  prelimioary  to  its  presentation,)  has  ^ren  color 
to  the  idea  ttiat  slaves  liave  the  ri^  of  petition, 
and  of  his  readiness  to  be  thdr  oigan ;  and  that 
for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of  tUa  House. 

*'  2.  Retolved^  That  the  aforesaid  Jobm  Q.  AsAna 
recdve  a  censure  from  tlie  ^e^cer,  in  the  piescnee 
of  the  KnisB  of  Bqiresentatives." 

ICr.  BTKmc  had  ofl^red  the  fidlowing  m  a 

Bubstitote: 

Strike  out  all  after  ttie  word  "  Retcived,'  and  in- 
sert, "That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petition  or 
memorial  from  any  slave  or  davea,  or  free  o^ro, 
from  any  part  of  the  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  die 
House,  and  calculated  to  embroil  H  in  a  strife  and 
confusion  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  body, 
and  that  any  member  guU^  of  tlie  same  jusUy  sob- 
jects  himself  to  the  censure  of  the  HoDie. 

**  RemUved,  That  a  cnnmittee  be  awointed  to  ia- 
qidre  hito  the  ftct  wlietlHr  any  sndi  attnnpt  hat 
been  made  by  any  member  of  this  Honse,  and  report 
the  same  to  tfie  House  as  som  as  practicable." 

The  question  temiediately  pending  wm  the 
following  amondment  to  tJie  amendment  moved 
by  lit.  pAnos : 

Jtetolwd,  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  be- 
long to  slaves  of  this  Uidon ;  that  no  petition  from 
them  can  be  presented  to  this  House  without  dero- 
gating from  the  rights  of  the  slavehddiog  States  and 
endangering  die  integrity  of  the  Union. 

*'  Beaolv^  That  every  member  who  shall  here- 
after present  any  such  petition  to  this  House  on^ 
to  be  conridered  as  rnwdlesB  the  IMlagi  <tf  udo 
House,  the  rights  of  the  Soutii,  and  an  enemy  to  the 
Uniim. 

"  JUtolved,  That  the  Hon.  Jomt  Q.  Adaub  havuig 
stdenuily  diedahned  a  desi^pt     doing  any  thing  dis- 
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nspectlol  to  Um  Hottse  la  the  faiquirr  be  made  of 
tbe  ^leaker  mb  to  the  petition  pniporting  to  fh>m 
riaTea,  and  baTing  avowed  hia  intenticm  not  to  offer 
to  present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  tquuioQ 
tliat  it  oo^^t  not  to  be  pieamted-— therrfor&  all  for- 
tlMT  prasMdlng  as  to  hia  oeadiiot  now  eeaae." 

Ur.  Frdtoh  aiud :  The  honcvable  gentleman 
ttam  HaaBBohosetts  (Hr.  OcnmNo)  who  last 
addressed  the  Honse  upon  these  rescdntions, 
cnteoded  that  the  right  of  petition  was  a 
nmtaral  rij^t,  derived  from  oar  Creator ;  and, 
bring  a  natural  right,  so  derived,  belonged  to 
all  hnman  beings.  If  that  gentleman  meant 
that  all  men  have  the  nataru  right  to  snppli- 
cate  the  Bei^,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that 
all  men,  wbUe  hi  a  state  of  nature,  had  the 
rig^t  to  petition  their  fellow-beings  for  what 
they  wanted,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that  all 
men,  tn  their  personal  relations  and  intercoorse, 
have  the  same  right  now,  he  is  ri^ht.  But  if 
be  meant  that  aU  men  luive  the  nght  to  peti- 
Hoa  the  Governmoat^  I  think  he  is  wrong. 

Sir,  there  was  a  time  whm  dvQ  government 
did  not  exist;  and  how  can  a  man  be  aidd  to 
have  a  natural  ri^ht  to  petition  a  political  being 
wbo  had  no  voice  in  its  creation — who  is 
neither  party  nor  privy  to  the  body  politic? 

That  gentleman  was  pleased  also  to  &vor  ns 
with  what  he  termed  the  abstract  ofdidous  of 
the  abolitionists — opinions  which,  as  he  said, 
they  honestly  and  conscientioasly  entertained. 
And  what  are  those  opinions}  That  slavery 
ia,  in  the  abstract,  a  social,  moral,  and  political 
eviL  I  will  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  ques- 
tion whether  slavery  be  or  be  not,  in  the  ab- 
stract, a  social,  moral,  or  political  evil,  bat  I 
refer  to  what  the  honorable  gentleman  said  to 
prove  what  are  the  grievances  of  the  aboU- 
tianiati^  and  what  thrir  objeeta.  SUvery, 
■eoocding  to  Us  expoa6  of  their  views,  is  thrir 
grievaBoe — ^universal  emaneipatim,  thai,  most 
be  their  object. 

If  they  prevail  in  that  object,  through  the 
action  of  Congress,  what  becomes  of  the  rights 
of  the  slave  States,  as  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  constitution?  What  becomes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment} Sir,  it  is  pliun  that  the  end  of  these 
things,  if  Boocessfal,  terminates  in  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government.  This  view  of  the 
subject,  therefore,  has  also  an  unfortunate  bear- 
ing upon  the  oondact  of  the  honorable  gentie- 
man  whom  it  is  proposed  to  oensnre. 

BiTf  the  history  oi  abolition  petitions  in  this 
House  dnring  the  last  and  preamt  sesdons  of 
Oonmaa,  and  the  efforts  of  a  large  m^ority 
nf  tms  House  to  avoid  the  af^tation  and  couse- 
qneiit  excitement,  here  and  dsewhwe,  of  this 
daog^as  question,  are  known  to  this  House 
and  to  the  country.  I  will  not  attempt  to 
repeat  them,  but  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  resolation  of  the  18th  of  January, 
hy  wiiioh  this  Honse  ordered  all  petitions, 
memorialfl,  proportions,  and  papers,  relating  to 
^vei7  or  the  abcdilaou  of  slavery,  presented 
to  the  Honse,  to  be  received  and  laid  upon  the 


table,  withoat  being  printed  or  referred.  It 
reads  as  follows,  to  wit : 

"  Jtaolvedy  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  reeoln* 
tions,  propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way, 
or  to  any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  davery, 
or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  shaU,  without  bef^g 
either  printed  or  referred,  be  laid  upon  the  ti^le, 
and  that  no  finrther  action  iriiatever  dull  be  luu 
thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  this  House  In 
passing  this  resolation  1  It  was  to  ^ve  peace 
to  tiiis  House  and  the  ooantry  on  this  exciting 
question.  That  object  was  known  to  us  alL 
It  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentieman  in 
question.  His  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing 
before  the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition,  by  inqairing  of  the  Chair 
if  a  petition  from  staves  came  within  that 
resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the  Hoi^ 
and  is  disrespectful  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  tiie  resolution  are  broad  and 
oomprehensive ;  and,  oonridered  without  re- 
ference to  those  to  whom  the  right  of  peti^ni 
bel<mg&  the  oiromn stances  under  which  it  was 
adopted  and  the  ot;ject  the  House  had  in  view 
by  its  pass^,  would  be  construed  to  let  in 
petitions  and  papers  on  the  subjects  embraced 
in  it  from  ail  persons.  But  when  oonsidered  in 
reference  to  these  considerations,  the  resolution 
neither  enlarges  nor  abridges  the  right  of  peti- 
tion. It  leaves  the  right  of  petiti<m  as  it  stood 
before  its  passage.  Does  that  resolution,  then, 
enlaive  the  right  of  petition }  The  House  did 
not  dream  of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition. 
Will  any  one  contend  the  slaves  inhabiting  the 
island  of  Cnba  have  a  right,  under  the  resolu- 
tioo.  to  petiticm  this  Hoosef  Or  tbat  it  (pves 
to  the  blaeks  planted  at  Liberia  the  right  ot 
petition  I  In  short,  does  it  confer  the  right  of 
petition  to  all  .people!  Sorely  not  The 
broadness  of  th*  resolution,  then,  forma  no 
Justification  or  ezcnse  tor  the  honoraUe  gentle- 
man from  Uassachusetts. 

The  ocmolnsion,  then,  Ur.  Speaker,  to  which 
my  own  sense  of  duty  conducts  me,  is,  that 
that  honorable  gentieman,  by  rusing  tiie  ques- 
tion of  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  this 
House,  did  wrong — in  &ct,  by  so  doing,  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  contempt  of  all 
its  efforts  to  allay  all  excitement  upon  tnis  snb- 
Jeot,  and  espedaUy  of  the  settied  Judgment  <^ 
the  House,  as  expressed  by  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  of  the  18th  January — ^that  he  baa, 
by  hia  conduct  in  Question,  trifled  with  the 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  oharaoters,  and  there' 
fore  ought  to  1^  censured.  In  voting  for  the 
resolution  to  censure  that  honorable  gentieman} 
I  shall  not  be  influenced  by  any  unkind  or 
unfriendly  feeling  towards  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  rep- 
resentative character,  to  disapprove  of  his 
conduct,  I  shall  give  my  vote  under  a  lively 
sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents  and 
learning,  and  of  the  dlstingniahed  ability  with 
vhioh.iie  has  disoharged  tiie  Important  dntiei 
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of  the  high  and  honorable  stations  irhieh  be 
has  filled  at  home  and  abroad. 

If  the  m^ori^  <tf  this  Hoose  are  satisfied 
irtth  the  ezmsnwons  of  that  honorable  gentle- 
man, and  think  proper  to  ezcnse  him,  thej  can 
do  80.  Those  ezplanations  have  not  satisfied 
me,  and  I  shall  do  my  duty. 

Mr,  Etaks  insisted  that  the  charge  of  ofileoce, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, was  too  Tagne  to  jastifj  a  vote  of  censare 
npon  him.  There  was  nothing  specific.  The 
resolution  did  not  set  forth  any  thmg  like  con- 
tempt towards  the  Honse,  or  even  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  roles,  but  that  he  had  "riven  color 
to  the  idea  "  that  slaves  had  the  right  to  peti- 
tion. Mr.  E.  held  that  the  House  had  the  right 
to  punish  a  member  for  a  determined  violation 
of  its  rales;  because,  otherwise,  the  whole 
bosinesa  of  the  eoontiy  might  1>e  obafaracted 
by  a  cUsorderiy  member;  bat  no  man  could 
be  ponished  for  the  expression  of  his  honest 
<^inion8.  The  liudtation  to  this,  such  as  per- 
sonalities, refiecdons  upon  the  past  conduct  of 
the  House,  &c.,  were  expressly  l^d  down  in 
the  Ux  parliammtaria.  With  reference  to  the 
right  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  said  there  were 
cases  embracing  it.  It  had  been  said,  also,  the 
slave  had  no  constitutional  rights  but  through 
his  master.  This  was  not  so ;  and  be  put  the 
cases  of  murder,  or  unprovoked  assault,  and 
that  of  alleged  kidnappintr,  where  his  legal 
rights  were  recognizea,  ana  frequently  pat  in 
force. 

Mr.  PioEBNs  explained  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  was  allading  to  his  alignment,  he 
(Mr.  P.)  had  not  teSA  the  slave  had  no  legal 
rights,  bn^  that  he  had  no  (Mmstitodonal  or 
political  rights.  That  was  a  question  he  ahoold 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman  argae. 

Mr.  Evans  was  referring  to  constitntional  or 
legal  rights,  which  he  iQBi0ted.had  been  secured 
to  the  ^ave.  He  tiien  adverted  to  the  general 
character  of  the  petitions  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harsh  lan- 
guage in  relation  to  the  peculiar  institutions  of 
the  South  or  Sovthem  men,  nor  any  expressed 
or  implied  wish  to  interfere  with  those  instita- 
tions.  There  might  Im  a  few  solitary  excep- 
tions, but  it  ^oald  be  borne  in  mind  that  there 
was  mndi  warmth  on  both  rides.  The  right 
of  tiie  abolitionists  to  petition,  however,  should 
have  been  respected,  and  their  memorials  con- 
tinued to  be  received,  as  they  formerly  had 
been.  While  this  was  done,  their  numbers 
were  few  and  their  efforts  feeble;  but  they 
had  increased  in  numbers,  and  become  more 

Crerfal,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  b^ 
n  treated  by  Congress.  They  contended 
that  slavery  was  a  great  moral,  social,  and 
pcdittcal  evil,  and  was,  besides,  indefensible  by 
argument ;  and  the  refbsal  of  the  House  to  listen 
to  them,  and  argue  with  them.  Justified  them, 
in  tiieir  own  opinion,  in  these  allegations ;  but 
there  was  nothmg  insulting  in  this.  Even  that 
language  was  borrowed  from  Virginia;  and 
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be  was  about  to  cite  some  passages  from  the 
debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoptioa  of  the 
constitatioD,  eont^ning  this  declaration,  when 

Hr.  Pacton  arose,  and  hcq>ed  the  Chair  woold 
restrict  the  limita  <tf  the  debate  wiOiin  tibe 
proper  range  of  rader.  If  the  gentieman  vm 
sofiered  to  go  on  in  this  way,  it  must  be 
obvious  that  a  debate  was  ^ninging  Dp  whidi 
would  be  interminable. 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  House  that  he  had 
several  times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate 
within  the  proper  limits,  and  had  repeatedly 
reminded  gentlemen  that  they  were  tafeing  too 
wide  a  range,  bnt  in  the  performance  of  that 
duty  he  bad  not  been  sustained  by  the  Hoosa 
As  he  had  been  called  npon,  however,  he  should 
enforce  the  rule,  and  take  the  sense  of  the 
Honse  whether  the  gentleman  from  Mune 
should  be  allowed  to  proceed. 

Hr.  Etanb  was  allowed  to  proceed,  hot 
declined  to  do  so,  aaying  he  did  not  wish  to 
diseua  the  subject  of  davery,  or  to  introduce 
any  new  topics  into  the  debate. 

Hr.  Pattoh  then  read  the  followiiig  mo£fi- 
cation  of  his  amendment: 

Jietclved,  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter 
present  to  the  Hoose  any  petition  from  the  sIstw  fai 
thla  Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardles  of 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Soathoca 
States,  and  unfriendly  to  the  TTnion. 

Rfolved,  That  the  honorable  Jonir  Q.  Adahs  hav- 
ing solentnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing 
disrespectful  to  the  House,  in  the  inquiry  he  nude 
of  the  Speaker,  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to 
ofi^r  to  present  the  petition  to  the  Houst  was  of 
(^lion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented — wrefim, 
aU  ftirtlier  proceeungs  in  regard  to  Us  conduct  da 
now  cease. 

Mr.  Pattoit  moved  the  abov&  which 
Hr.  Thoufson  accepted,  and  Mr.  Bxmnc  with- 
drew his  amendment  - — " 
Hr.  Yaxdibfosl  moved  the  previoni  qoes- 

tion. 

Hr.  Adahs  appealed  to  Hr.  Y.  to  withdraw 
this  motion,  to  allow  him  to  sabmit  some  re- 
marks to  the  House. 

Hr.  Yanobbpobl  could  not  withdraw  the 
motion,  xmless  the  gentleman  from  Uassachn- 
setts  would  pledge  himself  to  renew  the  motion 
when  he  had  concluded  his  remarks. 

Hr.  Adams  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
comply  with  this  request,  because  he  desired  to 
have  the  opportunity  of  a  Aill  bearing  in  his 
own  defence ;  and  he  had  hoped  he  would  be 
granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  Eenkok  moved  to  lay  the  wbole  subject 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kbnobkr  called  for  the  yeas  and  vxj^ 
on  this  motion;  which  won  ordered,  and  were 
— ^yeas  60,  nays  144. 

So  the  motion  to  li^  on  the  table  was  deinded 
in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bkioos  moved  a  Buspension  of  the  mlea, 
Ibr  the  purpose  {A  aliowlng  the  genUflmaa 
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from  Hassaohosetts  (Mr.  Adams)  to  address  the 
House. 

■  The  Ohaib  decided  this  moticm  to  be  out  of 
order,  inamwinh  as  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
to  the  previous  qnestion,  when  it  appeared  that 
the  previous  qaestion  was  not  seconded— yeas 
79,  nays  100. 

Kr.  Wisa  then  said  he  wished  merely  to 
remark  that  he  hoped  the  House,  after  hearing, 
as  they  ought  to  hear,  the  ge^tleman  from 
Uossachusetts,  (Mr.  Adams,)  would  be  disposed 
to  take  the  question  without  farther  debate; 
because  he  had  an  important  matter  to  lay 
befnre  the  House  from  one  of  the  select  com- 
mittees. 

ICr.  Adams  b^an  hj  observing  that  be 
would  take  up  as  little  of  ih»  .time  <»F  the 
House  as  was  pos^ble  for  him  to  do  on  this 
important  subject  The  first  question  before 
the  House  was  the  inquiry  addressed  by  him- 
self to  the  ^aker  and  to  the  House.  On  this 
inquiry,  no  question  had  yet  been  taken.  He 
Qb.  A.)  was,  however,  extremely  anxious  that 
the  question  should  be  takeu,  and  that  ever^ 
member  of  this  Hotise  should  record  his 
vote  on  this  important  proposition,  namely: 

Whether  the  House  shall  refuse  to  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstances 
-whatever."  When  he  (Mr.  A.)  first  made  this 
{Hxipoution  as  a  matter  of  inquiry  only,  and 
when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  inquiry  to 
the  House,  a  member  imn^ediately  rose,  (Mr. 
Hatses,)  and  said  that  he  did  not  Imov  how  to 
meet  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  He  (Mr. 
Hatnks)  Uiought  it  was  not  deserviug  atten- 
tion ;  that  to  receive  it  in  any  shape  would  he 
bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served. If^  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve 
attention,  how  came  it  to  happen  that  the 
House  had  been  engaged  so  long  a  time  in 
debating  upon  such  a  question  ?  Why,  if  the , 
qnestion  was  not  deserving  attention,  have , 
centlemen  professed  to  feel  so  deeply  upon  it, 
and  been  so  anzions  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  receive  censure  ?  Why  was  not 
an  inquiry  of  so  Uttie  impwtanoe  di^>osed  of 
at  onoet  If  the  Speaker  had  objected  to 
receiving  the  petition,  I  (s^  Kr.  A.)  shonid 
not  have  presented  the  paper,  out  of  respect  to 
the  Hoose^  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
more  important  than  the  honorable  genUoman 
(Mr.  Hathes)  imagines.  8ir,  I  know  it  to  be  a 
qnestion  deman^g  deep  attention  from  this 
House,  from  this  nation,  and  from  the  dvilized 
world.  I  said  (continued  Mr.  A)  that  I  was 
willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion  the  House 
might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  subject, 
whatever  that  conclusion  might  be;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  anxious 
that  this  question,  in  the  abstract,  should  be 
takea  ud  decided  upon  br  the  House.  I  was 
anziouB  that  every  member  of  this  House 
should  record  his  vote^  for  sll  time  to  come, 
on  a  qnestion  of  such  importance — a  question 
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which  opened  the  whole  aalfject  of  the  con- 
dition ca  slaves  in  Qiia  country — a  question 
wMch  broo^t  into  inquiry  the  whole  sa^ect 
of  the  power  and  privileges  <tf  tiiis  House,  aoA 
of  the  freedom  of  speech  in  debate.  These  are 

anestions  of  vital  mnportance ;  these  are  priv- 
eges  dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  uiose 
by  whom  they  are  not  valued.  I  had  hoped, 
sir,  to  have  received  an  answer  to  the  propo- 
sition "  if  a  petition  from  slaves  would  be  re- 
ceived by  the  House,"  because,  as  I  have  stated, 
the  answer  to  this  proposition  would  open  tiie 
whole  subject  relating  to  slavery,  and  the 
whole  question  relating  to  the  privilege  of 
speech  of  the  members  of  this  House.  The 
answer  to  this  inquiry  involved  all  this,  and 
more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  previdling  excitement,  and  among 
the  various  speeches  which  the  numerous  reso- 
lutions ag^nst  him  had  elicited,  he  Qb.  A.) 
had  heara  but  one  individual  who  h^  under- 
taken ai^mentatively  to  discuss  the  question 
which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speaker;  and  that  individual  was  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  FBSNon.)  That 
honorable  gentieman,  who  is  an  able  judicial 
character,  has  treated  the  subject  as  an  argu- 
ment before  a  court  of  law ;  but,  sir,  the  sub- 
ject demands  a  different  kind  of  argument. 
What  was  his  argument,  sir!  It  was  this: 
that  if  you  abolish  slavery,  you  take  away  a 
jMtrt  of  the  representation  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  guaranteed  to  the  Sontiiern  States. 
But,  I  ask,  has  that  gentleman  established  any, 
connection  between  nis  premises  uid  his  con- 
clusions? What,  sir?  H  slavery  were  abol- 
ished, they  will  be  deprived  of  tiie  ri^fht  of 
representation,  and  therefore  tiie  House  cannot 
receive  petitions  from  slaves  1 

[Mr.  FsBNon,  the  member  referred  to,  ex- 
plained. He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  affirm  that  slaves 
were  eatitied  to  representatives,  if  that  was 
what  the  honorable  gentieman  (Mr.  Adams) 
.understood  him  to  sayi] 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the 
right  issue,  sir?  Has  he  drawn  his  premises 
and  his  conclusions  to  a  closer  connection? 
yfhat,  sir  ?  If  you  should  deprive  the  South 
of  its  representation,  what  tiien!  Is  that  any 
reason  to  assign  why  slaves  should  be  deprived 
of  tiie  opportunity  of  crying  for  maroy  to  this 
House  ?  There  is  no  connection  between  the 
two  things.  Sir,  he  has  travelled  out  of  the 
record ;  he  has  raised  a  totally  different  ques- 
tion from  the  actual  question  which  is  alone 
before  this  House :  be  has  substituted  the  ques- 
tion "  if  slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  place 
'  of  the  question  pat  to  the  Speaker,  viz :  '*  if 
the  House  would  receive  petitions  firom  slaves 
under  any  circumstances."  Uy  colleague  (Mr. 
CcsBiKo)  has,  more  forcibly  than  I  can  do, 
already  discussed  the  proposition  of  the  free- 
dom of  petition.  He  nas  shown  that  it  is  a 
right  not  derived  from  the  oonstitatioUf  pot 
given  by  parchment,  but  prlcnr  to  the  oonstitu" 
tion ;  ^ven,  by  the  God  <tf  Katore,  to  everj 
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man  when  he  created  him ;  it  is  the  right  to 
implore  &Tor,  to  seek  for  merc^  1  a  right  which 
the  framen  of  oar  oonstitotion  would  have 
qpnraed  the  verj  idea  d  abridging  or  limiting, 
or  restrioUng  to  aaj  particular  color  or  class 
of  men  1  He  recognized  this  right  as  belong- 
ing to  all  men  in  the  constitntion  which  they 
fruned ;  and,  in  that  oonstitntion,  ur,  instead 
of  imagining  any  limits  to  this  right,  thej 
solemnly  declared,  in  that  instroment,  tliat  it 
should  not  be  abridged  I  Tes,  sir,  that  it 
shoold  not  be  limited — ^they  recognized  no 
limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sacred  ri^t.  It 
is,  rir,  a  ri^fc  belonging  to  every  human  enar 
tote,  which  doea  not  depend  upon  the  conation 
of  the  petitioner,  and  which  cannot  be  denied 
to  man  in  any  condition.  This,  ur,  is  the 
principle  involved  in  the  inquiry  put  by  me  to 
tiie  Cnair — a  principle  more  than  recognized 
by  the  constitatioD,  which  has  declared  that 
this  right  sliall  suffer  no  abridgment,  no  limita- 
tion whatever  I  If  you  now  atwlish  this  prin- 
ciple, this  first  and  hnmblest  right  g^ven  from 
Ood  to  every  human  being,  a  limitation  will 
next  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the 
fullest  extent  to  whidi  party  madness  might 
heretUter  be  inclined  to  carry  it.  If  the  House 
shall  decide  that  &e  paper  I  possess  comes 
under  tiie  order  q(  the  House  (mT  the  18th  of 
January,  I  will  present  the  prtition,  and  in 
doing  so  shall  be  doing  my  doty — a  duty  of  the 
highest  importance  to  my  country,  to  humanity, 
and  to  human  nature.   What,  eiri   Will  you 

tut  the  right  of  petitioning,  of  craving  for 
dp  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  footing 
of  politiofd  privileges  I  It  is  an  idea  which  has 
not  even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  ex- 
treme hnman  despotism ;  no  despot,  of  any 
age  or  dime,  has  ever  denied  this  homble  priv- 
ilege to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest  of  hnman 
creatures.  If  this  House  decides  that  it  will 
not  receive  petitions  from  slaves,  under  any 
oironmstances,  it  will  cause  the  name  of  this 
ooQOtry  to  be  enrolled  amonf;  the  first  of  bar- 
barons  nations.  A  petition  is  a  sapplication ; 
and  soppUoation  for  what?  For  rdief  from 
those  who  have  the  ^wer  to  give  relief  and 
who  are  placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the 
cry  of  distress.  That  would  be  a  sad  day,  sir, 
in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote  should  pass  this 
House  that  would  not  receive  a  petition  trom 
slaves?  What  would  it  lead  tot  When  the 
principle  is  once  b^fun  of  limiting  the  right  of 
petition,  where  would  it  stop?  Gentlemen 
nave  objected  to  the  petition  immediately  pre- 
ceding that  which  I  presented,  becan«e  it  came 
from  colored  people  I  from  color!  That,  sir, 
is  giving  color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness  I* 
The  honorable  genUeman  makes  it  a  crime 
beeanae  I  presented  a  petiticm  which  he  affirms 
to  be  fttm  colored  womm^  wUdi  women  were 
<tf  fnfkmoiu  oharaeter,  as  the  honorable  gentie* 


•  Ooo  of  the  iMolotiMW  pMMntod  to  Um  Hoom  charrM 
]li;AMmvtth«MagooliirtetbsldM,*a^  *^ 


man  says— prostitntes,  I  think  the  gentlenwn 
s(ud. 

[Mr.  Patton  explained.  He  (Kr.  P.)  did  not 
say  they  were  prostitutes ;  the  objection  bs 
mode  was  that  the  petition  came  from  free 
mulattoes  in  the  South ;  he  did  not  object  oa 
the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  ri^ht  of  peti- 
tioQ,  bnt  becanse  he  (Mr.  P.)  considered  thai 
the  House  on^it  to  refuse  to  open  its  doors  to 
applications  from  the  Southern  slaves.  As  to 
the  infamous  character  of  the  women  in  qoeft- 
tion,  he  mentioned  that,  not  as  if  he  deeuMd  it 
a  reason  for  refomng  the  right  to  petition,  tnt 
because  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  from 
the  ladies  of  Fredericksbmv,  as  these  wonua 
had  been  called  "  ladies  of  FredericksbaiK" 
by  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Kr.  Ai>a^)  He 
(Ur.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  ladies  from  Fred- 
ericksburg had  sent  snob  a  petition  to  tlus 
House.] 

Ur.  Adahs  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  vas  ntA 
certain  that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether 
the  petition  itself  bod  not  stated  that  they  were 
ladies.  Whenever  he  presented  petitions  from 
ladies,  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  using  that 
term  for  their  designation;  the  word  woman" 
was  an  expression  much  dearw  to  his  heart 
than  that  of  "lady."  Bat  to  return  to  the 
idea  he  was  about  to  enfin«e.  He  (Mr.  A) 
thought  the  honoraUe  gentleman  had  s^  that 
they  were  infamons ;  but  the  propontfon  vhicih 
be  would  ever  maintain  was  that  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  U 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it^ 
not  depend  upon  character;  ic  was  a  right 
which  could  not  be  denied  to  the  poorest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  most  wretched ;  and,  more- 
over, it  was  a  right  which  could  not  be  reftued 
to  the  most  vile,  the  most  abandoned,  or  most 
infamous.  He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not,  however, 
know  that  they  were  in  the  present  esse  is- 
i^oaa,  but  he  thought  that  was  the  word 
used  in  debate  by  the  honorable  gentleman, 
(}tr,  PatiohO  and  that  it  was  so  retried  in 
the  National  Intelligeocer.  « 

nfr.  Fateok  tffOD.  expldned.  He  (Ui-. 
bad  not  «dd  that  lie  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adams  continned.  He  was  glad  to  hear 
the  honorable  gentieman  disclaim  any  knowl- 
edge of  them ;  for  he  had  been  going  to  ask, 
if  they  were  infiimous  women,  toen  who  was 
it  that  hod  made  them  infamous?  Not^  he 
believed,  their  own  color,  but  their  masters ; 
and  he  had  heard  it  said,  in  proof  of  this  &ct, 
and  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it  was  the  case, 
that  there  existed  great  resemblances  in  the 
South  between  the  progeny  of  the  colored 
people  and  the  white  men  who  claimed  the 
possesrion  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps^  the  obai^ 
of  being  in&mous  might  be  iMorted  upon 
those  who  made  it,  as  oripnating  fr«a  them- 
selves. 

[Great  agitatirai  in  the  House. 
Mr.  G1.AS000E  here  interposed,  and  produced 
from  the  aerk's  table  the  original  petitioii 
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refcired  to,  and  sud  that  it  bore  on  its  back  an 
endorsement  in  Mr.  Adahs's  hand,  "from  nine 
Iftdies  of  FrederidEsbnrg.'*  (Mes  of  order  1 
order  I] 

Ur.  Adahs  continaed.  Bo  Qtr.  A.)  wonld 
observe  that  he  did  not  Imow  they  were  ccjiored 
people;  whether  they  were  culed  ladies  or 
women  was  very  indifferent ;  the  term  *'  wo- 
nun"  was  enough  for  bim.  But  (observed 
'Mr.  A.)  if  yon  once  admit  the  principle  that 
the  ri^t  of  petition  ia  limited,  and  will  not 
appl^  to  daves,  the  next  thing  will  be  to  limit 
it  still  fbrthcr,  by  extending  the  limitation  to 
free  colored  people ;  and,  ahor  this,  the  next 
Bmitation  wtU  be  to  the  question  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  petitioners ;  then  tiie  next  limita- 
tion win  be  to  inquire  on  what  side  of  political 
parties  are  tiie  petitioners ;  and  then,  sir,  from 
<me  side  all  petitions  will  be  perfectly  good  and 
receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  all  the  peti- 
tions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character, 
according  to  the  representations  of  any  member 
who  may  say  be  does  not  know  who  they  are ; 
tiiej  iriU  be  all  inf^ons,  sir,  who  are  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  will  be  the  case.  To  this 
state  will  thinra  come  if  tide  right  of  petition 
shall  be  limitM  by  peooHar  distinctions,  and 
dudl  be  made  to  rest  on  sach  gronnds  as  these 
which  have  been  relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentieman  Qfr.  Bobbbtson)  has 
taken  another  ground.  He  says  the  right  of 
petition  is  not  to  be  admitted,  except  when  it  is 
m  the  power  of  the  party  petitioned  to  grant 
the  object  prayed  for.  There  is  some  plausi- 
bility here;  the  expediency  of  petitioning  those 
who  have  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
nugbt,  perhaps,  he  made  a  question ;  but  the 
right  itself  is  not  affected.  The  absence  of 
power  on  the  one  side  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  a  right  on  the  otiier  nde ;  in- 
competency  la  one  man  does  not  involve  the 
deprivation  of  his  rights  to  another  man ;  take 
away  the  party  petitioned,  the  party  offering 
the  petition  remains  with  tSl  its  rights  nn- 
irapaired.  Where,  then,  is  the  oQectionV 
Bendes,  the  power  to  grant  a  petition  might 
be  miade  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in 
the  world.  If  the  right  of  presenting  a  peti- 
tion or  of  not  presenting  is  made  to  depend 
upon  the  question  of  power,  then  it  may  be 
aliown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  them- 
selves, that  Oongress  baa  the  power;  and,  con- 
sequently, according  to  the  gentieman's  own 
argument,  the  right  of  petition  is  idso  possessed 
<m  the  oth'er  side.  The  opinion  that  Congress 
had  the  right  to  abdish  uavenr  In  the  District 
of  Columbia  was  entertained  by  the  great 
mjriority  of  Southern  gentiemen  themselves 
only  a  few  years  ago ;  now,  however,  not  many 
can  be  found  who  would  venture  to  acknowl- 
edge such  an  opinion.  Some,  indeed,  there 
are,  who  hare  that  magnanimity,  though  I 
know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expressing 
their  opinions,  I  appeal  to  the  records  of  this 
House,  which  will  show  that,  on  the  question 
4^  its  power  to  abdiah  sUve^  in  the  I)istriot, 
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a  great  minority  of  this  House  wiU  be  found  to 
have  been  in  its  fovor  j  the  House  has  lieen, 
heretofore,  almost  unanimous  on  the  aubjeot. 
The  honorable  gentieman  (Mr.  Bobebtbon) 
thinks  that  Oongress  has  no  such  power ;  and 
that  therefore,  on  this  account,  the  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  received.  The  ground  he  (Mr. 
Bobebtbon)  takes  is  this :  that  the  petitioner 
has  no  right  to  petiticw,  because  Oongress  has 
no  power  to  grant !  Let  us  concede  the  prem- 
ises, then  it  u  clear  that  the  whole  right  of 
petition  is  rendered  a  nullity ;  it  is  reduced  to 
nothing;  it  is  annihilated:  for,  let  but  a  map 
jority  only  please  to  assert  uie  absence  of  power 
on  any  question  not  agreeable  to  tbera  to  enter- 
tain, and  (according  to  the  argument)  the  right 
of  petition  ceases  to  exist,  because  of  the  allied 
absence  of  power  I 

As  to  the  character  of  petitioners,  I  wish  it 
was  in  my  power  to  elucidate  the  proposition 
which  I  mamtain  ;  and  which  is,  that  the  right 
of  petition  does  not  de[>end  upon  any  moral 
qualifications.  But  I  shall  not  now,  sir,  urge 
any  arguments  to  illustrate  this'  proposition. 
Gentiemen,  indeed,  have  desired  to  found  the 
right  of  pentiotttm  moral  character;  butldiall 
show  that  it  cannot  be  limited. 

I  would  take  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable 
gentieman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Patton,)  which 
the  Speaker  lias  decided  to  be  the  subject  before 
the  House,  instead  of  the  abstract  proporitiott 
put  by  myself  to  the  Chur ;  though  that  propo- 
sition, sir,  was  the  real  question  before  the 
House ;  and  it  was  this :  "  Whether  the  paper 
I  held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the 
18th  of  January."  Now,  sir,  in  the  course  of 
the  ailments  which  I  have  heard  on  this  sub* 
ject,  (or,  I  should  say,  debates,  rather  than  ar- 
guments,) the  attention  of  the  House  has  been 
diverted  into  different  channels,  and  the  sulgeot* 
matter  of  debate  has  been  cihanged  from  my 
question  first  pn^ionnded  to  the  Ohalr,  to  other 
and  difliarent  questions,  almost  without  number, 
and  all  vt  them,  sir,  relating  to  me,  all  their 
object  being,  to  tne  very  last,  down  to  this  final 
resolution,  offered  by  tiie  gentieman  from  Yir- 
(rinia,  (Mr.  Pattok  ;)  I  say,  sir,  tiie  object  of 
Uiem  all  has  been  to  pass  censure  upon  me. 
Yes,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  ^reot  or  im- 
plied, upon  myself  for  having  aduA  a  simple 
question  of  the  Speaker  I 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  go  through  all  the 
speeches  which  fell  upon  me  so  thickij,  which 
came  down,  pouncing  upon  me  like  so  many  ' 
eaglM  upon  a  dove^  calling  me  infkmons,  witii 
other  litvsli  eniresuons ;  nay,  frvm  one  quarter 
of  the  House  I  heard  cnes  "  Expel  faim  I  Expd 
him  I "  However,  rir,  I  will  lay  aU  this  adde. 
First  came  a  resolution  by  the  gentieman  from 
Qeoi^a,  (Mr.  Hatou  ;)  that  was  succeeded  br 
the  resolution  Of  the  gentieman  from  Bonth 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Thoufsok  ;)  then  came  a  modifi- 
cation by  the  gentieman  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Lewis,) — all  of  them,  sir,  reminding  me  of 
what  Dame  Quickly  says :  *'  Oh  I  day  and  night 
but  these  are  bitter  words."  Yes,  sfr,  they  all 
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contained  verf  bittet  words  ag^st  me ;  bnt, 
UDfortunatelj,  iik  the  midst  of  all  the  joy  and 
hopes  of  certdn  triniopb,  when  tiie  Mntlemcn 
were  quite  sure  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
votes  ot  this  House  against  me,  I  was  obliged 
to  ask  that}  if  broog^t  as  a  culprit  to  the  bar, 
to  receive  censure  as  a  criminal,  the  gentlemen 
would  first  amend  their  resolntion  a  little,  be- 
cause it  was  contrary  to  facts.  "Well,  sir,  they 
took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and  whisk 
came  another  resolution,  as  bitter  as  the  first, 
chargiDg  me  as  guilty  of  a  gross  contempt  of 
the  House;  then  came  a  second  resolution, 
bringiog  me  in  guilty  of  trifling  with  the  House, 
because,  as  it  was  presumed,  I  suffered  the 
Honse  to  believe  the  facts  to  be  true  ;  and  so, 
air,  I  was  to  be  bronght  to  the  bar  of  the  House 
for  letting  the  House  believe  what  they  had  not 
tiie  slightest  right  to  believe  t  I  was  to  be  found 
g^ty,  Mr,  for  pennitting  the  House  to  believe 
as  true  a  thing  which  IBere  had  not  been  one 
word  uttered  by  me  authorizing  them  even  to 
infer,  much  less  to  believe.  Another  resolu- 
tion was  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been 
long  before  the  House,  when  it  was  found  that 
it  would  not  do ;  and  then  came  a  fresh  resolu- 
tion ;  at  lost,  after  all,  came  the  proposition  by 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vii^inia,  (Mr. 
Dbomgoole,)  of  which  I  shall  not  speak  much, 
though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  made  a 
theme  for  merriment  to  the  Honse  ;  for  it  was 
charged  npoQ  me  by  tliis  resolution  that  I  had 
given  odor  to  an  idea;  to  this  resolntion  an 
amendment  was  proposed,  which  was  immedi- 
ately seconded  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
^r.  Lewis  ;)  and  this  also  was  a  motion  censur- 
ing me  for  giving  color  to  an  idea ;  then,  im- 
mediately after,  as  nothing  yet  would  answer  the 
purpose,  whisk  came  another  resolntion,  chang- 
ing the  whole  ground,  and  censuring  me,  not 
for  what  I  had  done,  but  for  what  I  had  not 
done ;  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maine  (Mr. 
Evans)  has  anticipated  me  in  most  of  the  ob- 
eervfttions  I  proposed  to  make  on  this  charge, 
and  I  shall  say  no  more  on  that  subject. 

I  did  not  ^et  up  soon  enough  to  set  dl  these 
gentlemen  right,  to  show  them  the  best  way  to 
censure  me,  and  prevent  them  from  running 
wild  in  the  manner  they  had  done,  brin^g  for- 
ward resolutions  in  snch  rt^id  succession,  but 
all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  the  movers,  con- 
trary to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Lewis  and  Thohpson)  to  remember 
that  when  I  say  there  was  not  one  word  of 
tmth  in  this  last  resolution  of  theirs,  I  do  not 
intend  to  impeach  their  veracity ;  there  are  no 
two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  confi- 
dence, so  far  OS  to  confide  to  them  alt  that  I 
possess ;  but  I  say  that,  in  oflfering  this  resolu- 
tion %>  the  House,  inflicting  censure  upon  one 
who  has  never,  in  all  his  parliamentary  career, 

S'ven  offence  to  them,  they  went  a  little  beyond 
e  bounds  of  that  course  cS  conduct  which  is 
due  from  one  gentieonan  of  this  House  to  an- 
other ;  and  I  would  only  ^ve  them  one  word 
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of  friendly  admonition,  that,  when  in  fiitarei, 
they  may  wish  to  censure  m&  they  would  first 
be  careful  to  pay  more  attention  to  facta. 

[Mr.  Lewis  explained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  hai  riam 
in  nis  place  and  inquired  what  was  the  cbarae- 
ter  of  the  petition;  this  was  full  two  hours 
before  be  had  any  idea  that  it  was  not  a 
tion  for  abolition.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  ex- 
tremely glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he 
hoped  the  genUemen  would  not  feel  it  unkind 
when  he  only  gave  them  his  advice — advioe 
from  an  old  man  addressed  to  those  who  were 
yet  young ;  and  that  advice  was,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged  others  with  crimes,  first  to 
be  quite  sure  of  their  facts.  But  he  would  now 
call  for  another  explanation  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Oandina,  (Mr.  Tbomfbon  ;)  and,  if 
that  gentleman  and  the  House  would  ^mmt 
him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the  }7ati<mal 
Intelligencer  the  report  of  what  he  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Thompson)  if  t^e  sentiments  as  here 
reported  are  really  the  expression  of  his*  own 
delihn'ate  and  reflected  opinion. 

"  Does  the  gentleman,  even  In  the  latitude  wUdi 
he  ^vea  to  the  right  of  petition,  thiok  that  it  in- 
cluiks  slaves  T  If  he  does  not,  he  has  wilfally  vio- 
lated the  rules  of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its 
members.  Does  that  gentleman  know  that  there  are 
laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here,  for  the  ponisfa- 
ment  of  those  vho  excite  insnirecUon  f  I  can  teD 
him  that  there  are  such  thin^  as  grand  juries ;  sod 
if,  rir,  the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doiit>t  not 
they  have,  proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  be  may 
yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribonal,  and  «• 
may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign  panieh- 
ment." 

[Mr.  Thompson  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  would 
state  to  the  Honse  that  he  had  thought  there 
was  not  one  human  being  living  who  entertain- 
ed the  opinion  that  slaves  had  any  right  to 
petition,  under  any  circnmstanoea.  When  he 
(Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Adams,)  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr. 
T.)  that  the  gentieman  had  acted  wilfully,  until 
he  afterwards  heard  him  state  differentiy.  As 
to  the  other  portion  of  the  report,  he  (Mr.  T.) 
had  Oiought  at  the  time  it  was  a  petition  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  which  had  been  pre- 
sentedf  on  which  account  he  had  characterized 
it  as  he  had  done  in  the  report.  He  (Mr.  TO 
spoke  as  a  lawyer,  and  would  observe  that  snch 
is  the  law  in  South  Carolina.]  . 

Mr.  Adams  resumed.  There,  sir,  stands  the 
sentiment ;  there  Is  the  written  record,  in  which 
the  gentleman  has  threatened  me  with  an  in- 
dictment before  the  grand  jury  of  the  District 
of  (Columbia,  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  for 
words  spoken  in  this  House  I  And  now  the 
gentieman  (Mr.  Thompbon,  of  South  CaroUna) 
has  again  avowed  the  sentiment^  and  declares 
that,  if  the  petition  had  been  such  as  he  imwin- 
ed,  he  would  BtHl  not  only  call  me  to  the  oar 
of  this  House,  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Speak- 
er, bat,  m  addition  to  this,  he  would  Invt^e 
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the  vengeance  of  a  grand  jury  upon  mj  head  I 
Yes,  ear,  he  (Mr.  Thompson)  would  make  a 
member  of  this  Hoose  amenable  to  a  grand 
Jnx^  I  Such  being  the  case,  sir,  I  wonld  beg  to 
ULTite  tbat  gentleman,,  when  he  goes  home^  to 
study  a  UtUe  the  first  principles  of  oItU  liberty. 
As  uut  gentleman  appears  here  the  representa- 
tive of  uaveholders,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir, 
how  many  others  there  are,  if  &oj,  who  are 
prepared  to  endorse  his  sentiments.  If  this 
House,  sir,  is  come  to  this  point ;  if  a  member 
of  Cktngresa,  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  is  amenable,  not  to 
thiB  House,  sir,  bat  to  the  grand  jury  of  the 
District  of  Colombia ;  if  this  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Blaveholding  gentlemen,  let  it  go  before  the 
nation  ;  let  the  people  know  who  they  are  who 
hftve  uttered  rach  a  sentiment^  and  mado  soch 
an  sTowall 

pEr.  Wm  rose  and  said  he  wonld  not  en- 
done  that  sentiment ;  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
that  the  members  of  the  le^ative  branch 
were  respon^ble  to  any  tribun^j  that  of  the 
grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  Bistnot  of  Colum- 
bia would  be  the  last  in  the  vorid  he  would 
wish  to  see  this  House  (which  represented  the 
sovereign  people  of  America)  responsible  to. 
Thb  little  tribanal  of  the  District,  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  subject  the  American  people, 
in  the  persons  of  tbeir  representatives,  was  no- 
torioo^y  under  the  dictation  and  authority  of 
the  Executive,  who  already  dictated  both  to  the 
Senate  and  to  this  House.] 

Mr.  Adaio,  in  continnatioD,  replied.  If  the 
law  ot  Qmth  CaroliDa  is  a  ffood  argnment  to 
the  gentleman  from  Bonu  Oarouna,  (Mr. 
^OMFSON,)  and  if  a  member  of  that  Legisla- 
ture is  made  amenable  for  words  spoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  the  Leglslatnre,  but  also  to 
the  grand  and  petit  Juries — if  Uiat,  sir,  is  the 
law  of  Booth  Carolina,  I  thank  God  I  am  not 
a  mtizea  of  Sooth  Carolina  1  [Great  agitation.] 
In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  where  the 
Spteaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  is  sobject 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  King  before  his  elec- 
tion is  confirmed,  even  there,  sir,  the  first  thing 
the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  King,  aiter  his 
election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House;  and  the  King  never  sends  him, 
air,  to  the  grand  w  petit  jory,  to  know  how  fiur 
the  House  u  imder  liability  for  words  nraken  in 
debate.  Sodi  a  sentiment,  sir,  nttered  in  l3iiB 
Hooae,  saoh  a  threat  h^  ont  to  the  r^resenta- 
tires  of  this  nation,  when  it  shall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  this  debate,  caonot 
fail  to  excite  contempt  and  amazement;  and  it 
will  be  a  matter  of  no  less  sorpriso  that,  when 
utterance  was  given  to  such  a  sentiment,  it  was 
not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speaker.  I^ 
sir,  a  reeolntion  of  censure  was  ever  called  for, 
I  know  not  what  oonld  more  imperatively  de- 
mand it  than  soch  a  declaration  made  in  this 
HoDse.  I  know  not  what  it  could  be  possible 
to  utter  more  proper  to  sobject  any  member  to 
be  called  to  aiuww  for  as  a  groaa  oontempt  up- 
m  tluB  Hoow  1  'Vbtt,  sir  I  "We,  the  repre- 
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sentatives  of  the  nation,  are  all  of  us  subject 
to  the  nrand  Jury  of  the  District  of  Colombia 
for  words  here  q;k>kent  We  frcHO  the  Koitheni 
and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  sir,  to  be  Indicted 
as  felons  and  incendiaries  for  presenting  peti- 
tions not  exactly  agreeable  to  some  members 
from  the  Booth  ?  Is  that  the  t«uare  on  which 
we  hold  our  seats  ?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House 
may  pass  the  resolution  that  whoever  hereafter 
proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition  from  slaves  is  an 
enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the  condi- 
tion of  this  House,  the  gentieman  from  Yii^ia 
(Mr.  Wise)  has  anticipated  me  in  what  I  was 
going  to  say:  If  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the 
gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  propose^  to  matce 
me  amenable  for  tilings  done  m  this  House, 
constituted  as  in  the  nature  of  things  a  grand 
jury  wUl  he  in  this  Dirtrict— if  thejy  are  to  be 
uie  avengers  of  words  spoken  in  thb  Hoose,  it 
will  not  be  long  before  the  gentleman  himself 
will  have  to  answer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an 
incendiary  for  things  said  not  pleanng  to  the 
Executive  1  Let  uiat  gentlemfui,  let  ev^ 
member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  what  confi- 
dence, with  What  peaceful  ease,  with  what  free- 
dom, with  what  firmness,  would  he  be  able  to 
give  utterance  to  his  real  sentiments  and  opin- 
ions, if  he  felt,  as  he  was  speaking,  that  for 
eveiy  word,  for  every  proposition,  relating  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  op 
for  punishment  as  a  fdon  before  a  grand  jury 
of  the  District  of  (Tolomhia?  A  jury,  sir,  of 
twelv*  men,  wpt^ted  by  a  marshal,  holdii^ 
bis  office  at  the  pleasore  of  the  President  I 
And  tbisjory  is  to  be  the  soprem^jodgeof  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of 
their  representatives! 

I  have  dwelt,  dr,  so  long  upon  this  topic 
that,  in  order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  shall  endeavor  to  abridge  what  remuns  for 
me  to  say.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I  should 
be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  the  whole 
proposition  censoring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence,  leaving  it  entire 
ly  to  the  good  sense  and  to  the  jostice  of  the 
Hoose.  But  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  pass 
over  in  sU^noe  the  sentiment  to  which  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  gave  utter- 
ance, and  which  was  not,  as  it  ought  to  have 
been,  immediately  pnt  down  by  vw  Spealnr. 
Sir,  I  do  not  even  yet  know  whi^  is  the  answer 
of  the  Hoose  to  the  qoestion  proponnded 
myself;  no  qoe^on  has  been  taken  opon  it ;  it 
does  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of  the  South 
assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Thompson.)  It  is  not  my 
denre,  nr,  to  ni^  this  point  farther  than  an 
imperative  sense  of  what  is  my  duty  requires 
me  to  do,  and,  on  this  account,  I  repeat,  I  can- 
not pass  it  over  in  silence.  I^  when  toe  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Thompsok,)  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  solution  of  that  qoesUoOj  broogfat 
forward  his  resolotion  of  censure  against  me — 
sir,  if  he  thought  to  firighten  me  from  m^  pur- 
pose—if  that,  sir,  was  his  ol^ect,  he  mistook 
his  man  1  I  am  hot  to  be  intimidated  by  the 
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gentleman  A*om  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  TnoMP- 
soN,)  nor  hy  all  tiie  ^and  jories  in  th«  oniTerse. 
Thb  rwht  hy  whidi  eTwjr  member  of  this 
House  holds  his  seat  here  is  of  the  deepest  and 
utmost  impottanoe  to  the  whole  nation ;  and  I 
troBt  tiUs  debate  will  be  read  1^  every  portion 
of  the  country,  and  that,  among  other  astonish- 
ing things  in  this  debate,  the  astonishing  threat 
of  the  gentleman  will  not  be  unnoticed.  We 
have  beard,  sir,  of  the  great  saperiority  of 
Anglo-Saxon  blood.  What,  sir  I  is  there  a 
drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  of  any 
man  who  will  subscribe  to  such  a  political  doc- 
trine as  this  ?  How  little  does  such  a  person 
understand  of  the  true  printiples  of  freedom  in 
relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legislative  assem- 
bly 1  I  wottld  ask  every  member  of  this  House, 
what  wonld  have  been  the  issae  if.  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  to  wMoh  I  have  al- 
ready alluded,  one  member  of  Fsrliament  should 
tell  anotiier  member  that,  for  what  he  had  sidd 
or  dcme  in  Parliament,  he  should  be  made  amen- 
able to  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  of  Westmins- 
ter !  Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indig- 
nation ;  it  would  excite  one  universal  shout  of 
laughter;  it  wonld  from  thencefortii  render 
him  who  bad  ntt«ed  the  menace, 

SMnd  to  Hdlenl*  bit  wb^  Ufc  iMK 
And  the  Hd  burden  of  •ome  mm/  oong," 

It  is  not  poe^le  for  me  to  make  my  defence 
in  any  system  or  order.  All  that  I  say  is  una- 
voidably desultory,  and  I  cannot  find  how  to 
arrange  a  reply  to  charges  made  in  such  varied 
and  disordeiT  When  I  take  up  one  idea,  before 
I  can  nve  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  already 
changed  its  form,  and  presents  itself  for  con- 
sideration under  other  colors.  The  attack  upon 
myself  has  assumed  so  many  forms  that  I  can 
compare  it  to  notliiug  so  w^l  as  to  an  actor  on 
the  stage,  who  changes  his  dresses  and  makes 
his  appearance  so  fr^nently  in  different  guise, 
that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same  actor.  Jnst 
so  are  all  the  resolutions,  variable  and  changing, 
which  charge  me  with  giving  color  to  an  idea. 
If  I  were  to  plead  guilty,  what  is  the  offence? 
Am  I  to  be  iound  guilty  for  giving  color  to  an 
idea?  Or,  if  I  would  defend  myaelf,  what  ez- 
oose  can  be  alleged?  What  defence  can  be 
made  againrt  this  new  crime  of  giving  color  to 
ideas  (  I  am  not  able,  therefore,  to  act  as  if  I 
knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for 
passing  censure  upon  me.  But,  I  beg  to  say,  I 
should  deem  it  to  be  the  heaviest  calami^ 
which  has  ever  befallen  me  in  the  course  of  a 
life  cjieqaered  with  many  vicissitudes,  if  a  vote 
of  censure  from  this  House  should  pass  upon 
my  name,  or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
House.  Tes,  sir,  I  profess  and  avow  that,  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life,  this  would  be 
what  I  should  regard  the  heaviest  of  d\  calam- 
ities which  had  befallen  me  1  And  now,  when 
I  thus  speak,  am  I  treating  with  contempt  this 
Bouse !  Have  I  ever  done  so  t  Has  not  the 
honor  of  this  House  been  among  the  first  and 
dearest  aentimenta  of  my  heart  t  I  have  reveiv 
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eoced  this  Honse  as  the  representatives  of  the 
whole  people  of  this  Union.  I  have  fiirtbw  felt 
that  sentiment  whieh  is  called  the  esprit  At 
eorpi.  I  appeal  to  this  House  if  I  have  not 
been  the  first  to  crane  forward  and  defend  its 
honor  and  dignity  on  more  tJian  one  oocasioo. 
When  members  of  this  House,  in  the  habit  of 
voting  difierently  from  myse^,  were  charged 
with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was  said  of 
them  (and  that  by  one  to  whom  they  are  most 
devoted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  J, 
sir,  was  the  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
tef^ty  of  the  House,  and  to  repel  the  fonl  acco- 
sauon  I  Again,  when  other  charges  were  made 
against  the  honor  of  this  House,  (from  what 
quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found  back- 
wardinsupportingitscharacter?  Are  these  in- 
stances of  contempt!  And  now  am.  I  to  he 
brought  to  the  MT  for  a  cmitenipt  of  Ihis 
House,  for  doing  that  which  was  acme  in  the 
most  reepectfiil  manner  which  it  was  possible 
to  devise?  For  asking  a  questicm  of  the 
Speaker ;  consulting  him  first  upon  the  adnria- 
sibility  of  a  petition  by  the  rules  of  the  House  t 
If  I  am  deserving  censure  for  making  this  in- 
quiry of  the  Speeder,  your  Speaker,  who  made 
the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much  more  deserv- 
ing of  censure.  But  if  a  mtyority  of  this  House 
shall  be  found  to  pas^  censure  on  me,  be  it 
BO ;  and  if  I  have  an  enemy,  let  him  know  that 
he  has  triumphed ;  for  a  worse  calamity  could 
not  befell  me  on  earth. 

Uy  first  olfaction  to  the  resolution  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Yii^ia  (Ifr.  Pat^ 
tok)  is,  that  it  does  not  meet  and  answer  mr 
question.  It  does  not  say,  if  the  House  will 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will  sot; 
that  question,  the  origioal  question,  and  the  o&e 
still,  as  I  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met; 
we  are  left  in  the  dark  whether  it  is  pn^w  or 
not ;  no  one  knows.  But  suppose  it  is  proper, 
where  then  is  the  offence  in  asking  if  it  be 
proper?  And  suppose  the  House  decide  that 
it  is  improper,  where  then  is  the  offence  in  as- 
certaining, in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  di£- 
position  of  the  House  ?  I^t  this  question  be 
brought  to  a  vote ;  I  wish  to  record  my  vote  cat 
this  subject ;  I  consider  it  among  my  most  im- 
perious doties  to  do  BO ;  the  liberly  of  every 
mem1)er  of  CJongress  dq}ends  upon  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  let  me  say,  u  the  House  has  any 
respect  for  itself  it  will  never  pass  such  a  vote 
as  this,  namely,  that  the  House  will  reftase  to 
receive  a  petition  from  slaves. 

The  next  objection  which  I  have  to  state 
ag^nst  the  resolution  of  censure  is  this : '  in- 
stead of  answering  the  questiou  put  by  me  to 
the  Chur,  it  turns  upon  uie  man ;  it  runs  away 
from  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal  man, 
on  "  whosoever  heredlar  shaU  propose  to  pre- 
sent a  petition  from  slaves,"  he,  the  ideal  man, 
the  future  existence,  "is  an  enemy  to  the 
Union."  What  is  all  that,  sir,  but  the  same  ia 
Bubstanoe  as  the  intimidanon  which  was  made 
by  the  gentleman  fi'<nu  South  Oarc^a,  (Jit. 
Tbhoowx^  that  whoeror  presented  sntui  a 
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peUtioa  shoold  be  bronght  before  the  greDd 
yirj  as  incendiarieB?  It  is  a  declaration,  it  is 
a  menace,  a  threat,  that  aoj  member  who  shall 
hereafter  present  a  ^tition  firom  ^rsons  held 
in  darerr,  be  t^e  object  of  the  petition  ever  so 
reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  pomshment ; 
it  13  a  threat,  a  menaoe,  a  terrifying  limitation 
to  the  freedom  of  speech  and  action  in  this 
House.  If  the  rote  pass,  I,  sir,  shall  sabmit, 
and  will  not  present  the  petition ;  but,  at  the 
same  time^  I  snaQ  think  that  it  is  a  most  dis- 
graceful raicdation,  soirendering  up  at  <Hioe  the 
ri^ts  of  «Tei7  man  in  thia  Hook.  What 
mmiber  of  Oongresa,  who  tiiinka  as  I  do, 
and  who  m^ht  present  petitions  from  slaves, 
foanded  on  jost  and  reasoiable  gronnda,  would 
feel  himself  a  free  agent  in  this  Honse  ?  Kot 
only  he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  sooh  a 
petition,  bat,  at  the  same  time,  his  freedom  of 
ac^on  is  placed  nnder  limitation  in  this  House. 
By  aach  s  step  the  whole  question  of  liberty 
and  independence  is  surendered,  is  abandoned  I 
by  this  reeolntion,  yon  decide  that  a  man  is 
inijunom  for  making  a  proposition  in  this 
House,  wliich  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  but 
which  jpTes  oflbnoe  only  beeanse  it  oomes  fh>m 
ahamaa  being  who  is  in  a  state  of  alavery — ^if 
yoa  do  this,  when  once  yon  have  taken  thia 
step,  yoa  may  next  expect  resolutions  dedaring 
a  member  in  the  minority  infamous  for  displeas- 
ing the  nu^ority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolation,  I  not 
only  do  not  assent  to  but  I  ask  as  a  right  of 
the  Hoose  not  to  pass  it  It  is  only  a  sabetitnte 
for  all  the  otbw  resolutions  of  a  stronger  char- 
seter,  which  appeared  and  disappeared,  one 
after  the  other ;  all  of  them,  however,  calling 
me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  gnUty  of  con- 
tempt towards  the  House.  This  resolution, 
however,  goes  upon  the  ground  that  I  submit, 
that  I  plead  guilty ;  and  therefore,  out  of  pure 
Idndneao^  as  I  have  acknowledged  the  offence, 
Aere  ia  no  neoean^  of  Aiither  action  in  refer- 
enoe  to  me ;  it  Nesomes  that  I  have  made  con- 
eeswwfl  which  I  have  not  made,  and  that  but 
for  sooh  suppoeed  conoesalons,  I  onght  to  have 
been  pnnished,  for  doing  my  Axitj  in  this 
Honaei  If  sndb  a  resolution  as  this  were  to 
pass,  it  wonld  be  sud  that,  upon  the  most  Im- 

So-tant  question  that  ev^r  came  before  the 
OQse  since  its  first  origin,  I  had  received  a 
pardon  from  the  House — that  the  House  had 
forgiven  me.  Forgive  me,  sir}  What  fori 
For  any  violation  of  the  roles  of  the  House  ? 
Was  it  a  vitiation  of  the  rules  to  ask  the 
^eaker  if  a  paper  not  presented  came  under 
the  rules,  and  so  might  be  presented?  Was 
that  a  vicdation  <^  tiie  mlas  of  the  House } 
Bot  sm^oae  for  a  moment  that  it  waa  a  viola- 
tioa  Muy  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speak- 
er, what  waa  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  I  Oaght 
he  not  to  have  answered  the  question,  and  to 
have  «dd  "  No ;  "  and  that  the  paper  I  held  in 
my  possession  it  would  be  ont  m  order  to  pre- 
If  the  Speakw  did  not  rebuke  me,  bat 
Tou  xni^i9 


said,  as  he  did  say,  that  it  was  a  novel  question, 
and  that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  Honse. 
then,  if  I  am  to  be  indicted  before  the  grand 
Jury  as  a  felon  and  an  incendiary,  tiie  Speaker 
must  be  indicted  along  with  me  for  putting  to 
the  advice  of  the  House  the  question  which  be 
put  to  it :  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  Speak- 
er, but  the  Speaker  put  the  question  to  the 
House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  be- 
fore the  na^oa  as  it  is  reported  in  tike  Kational 
Intelligenoer  of  tiiia  morning.  And  here  I  will 
say  tiiat  I  am  not  OMUotons  al  haviog^giTon  the 
least  particle  <rf  offence  to  the  Baaae.  nor  of 
having  done  any  thing  which  I  wonld  not  do 
over  ag^.  Hy  condnet  waa  ffictated  by  a 
sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  same  perniadon  of 
what  was  my  dnt^  I  renudn  snll  unshaken. 
But,  ar,  among  other  things  al^ged  as  reasons 
for  oensuring  me,  it  has  been  smd  I  have  trifled 
with  tiie  House.  I  have  already  ^scUumed, 
and  again  I  not  only  disclaim  any  such  inten- 
tion, but  I  deny  that  any  man  in  this  House 
has  ever  bad  cause  to  believe  that  I  ever  trifled 
with  tiie  House.  Such  was  not  my  intention ; 
I  never  was  more  serione  in  any  moment  of  my 
life ;  therefor^  I  am  mtwflling  that  a  reeolution 
shoold  pass  wmtaining  the  declaration  that  the 
House  ceased  all  ftuuier  action  <ra  the  anl^Ject 
because  I  made  disclaimers.  I  renounce  all  ad- 
vanta^  on  the  gronnd  of  my  having  made  a 
dladaimer.  While  I  totally  disclaim  any  inten- 
tion of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  offending  or  provoking 
any  of  the  members  of  this  House,  while  I 
totally  disolMm  aay  contemptuous  course  or 
any  Tiolation  of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the 
House,  sir,  at  the  same  time,  I  discl^m  not  any 
particle  of  what  I  have  done;  not  a  single 
wtnrd  of  what  I  have  said  do  I  unsay ;  nay,  I 
am  ready  to  do  and  to  say  the  same  again  to- 
morrow. One  word  in  ooncludon:  I  wonld 
only  bur  the  Honrn  and  the  country  to  exoner- 
ate me  from  the  cham  of  consaming  the  thne 
of  the  Honse  here.  If  the  House  hta  suffered 
the  petitions  to  be  lud  on  the  table  with  the 
moltitnde  of  petitions  there  already  bnried  in 
oblivion,  no  one  wonld  have  heard  of  it  any 
more.  As  to  the  time  occupied  by  me  in  pre- 
senting petitions,  the  whole  t^e  employed  by 
me  in  the  fulfilment  of  this  great  duty  has  never 
at  any  one  time  exceedea  half  an  hour.  If 
members  have  risen  to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my 
duty,  raidng  questions  and  debating  them  inter- 
minably, I  appeal  to  this  House,  I  appeal  to  the 
nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable  for 
this  loss  of  time. 

Ur.  WauAMBt  of  Ktnfh  Ooroliaa,  moved  to 
lay  the  whcde  onl^ect  (m  the  table. 

Hr.  Qwuov  railed  for  tiie  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  wore  ordered. 

Hr.  XJkdkbwood  moved  an  adjonmment. 

Ur.  BouLDiN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to 
adjoom  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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The  qnestiou  was  then  taken  on  tlie  moUon 
to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
— yeaa  59,  toajs  187. 

So  the  motion  to  la/  on  the  table  was  decided 
in  the  negaUve. 

Mr.  'WnxLUifl,  of  Eentackj,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  main  question ; 
which  were  not  ordered ;  and  the  main  qnes- 
tion  was  then  ordered  to  be  pat. 

Mr.  OAHBBKLEsra  called  for  a  diviuon  of  the 
qaesdon,  so  u  to  take  the  vote  sqiarately  on 
each  resolntion. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  the  first 
resdntioUf  in  the  following  words : 

"  1.  Setohed,  That  any  member  ifbo  shall  heie- 
after  present  any  petition  from  the  dsns  of  tUa 
Union  oaAt  to  be  considered  as  rc«rdless  of  the 
ib^lngi  of  the  Hoise,  the  i^ts  of  the  Southem 
States,  uid  mifiiendly  to  the  Union:  ** 

Ai^  decided  in  the  n^ative-^eas  93,  nars 
100,  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs.  Alford,  Beale,  Bell,  Bonldin,  Boyd, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoort,  Ounbrelens,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, John  Chambers,  Cbapman,  Nathanici  H.  Clai- 
borne, John  F.  H.  C^bonie,  (^ereland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cnshman,  Daifson,  Deberry, 
Drcnngoole,  Dunl^),  Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James 
dailand,  lUoe  Garland,  Gholscn,  Glasoock,  Graham, 
OranUand,  Graves,  Orajson,  Griffin,  Joserii  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hann^an,  Harden,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
EawkinB,  Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lewis,  LoTall,  Lucas,  Lyon, 
AbKfth  Mann,  Uarthi,  Hoses  Hason,  Haniy,  McKay, 
HoLene,  Hercer,  MiUer,  Montgomery,  Mornn,  Ow- 
ens, Pitton,  Peyton,  Fkkens,  nndmey,  Reniidier, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  ffidutrdson,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
WiUUm  B.  Shepanl,  Awnstine  H.  Sbei^terd,  Shields, 
Standefer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  Waddy  Th(mipson, 
Turner,  Vanderpoel.  Ward,  White,  Lewis  UnUiuns, 
Shenod  Williams,  Wise,  Tell— 92. 

Kats.— Messrs.  Adaios,  Chilton  AHan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Bums,  WiUtam  B.  Ctdhonn,  Casey,  George 
Chambeis,  Chaney,  Chapio,  Chetwood,  Chllds,  Cla^, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cuahuig,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  Gdbralth,  Gillet,  Gran- 
ger, Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper, 
'Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hazeltbie,  Henderson,  Herod, 
Hoar,  Hbwdl,  HuUey,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ii^cgrsoll, 
'WllUam  JadEson,  Janes,  Jarria,  Bo^amln  Jtmes, 
Zennon,  Ki^re,  EUngenanith,  lane,  I«porte,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  Thootas  Lee,  Leonard,  Uncohi,  Logan, 
Xove,  Job  Mann,  Samstm  Mason,  McCarty,  MeEen- 
.nan,  MUligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parirer, 
JUterscm,  D.  J.  Fearoe,  Pearson,  Phelps,  Phillips, 
Totti,  Beed,  John  Reynolds,  Bussell,  Schenck,  Sey- 
.mour,  SUnn,  Kckles,  Slade,  Sloane,  Bpangler, 
Sprwue,  Storer,  Sutheriand,  John  Thomson,  Under- 
wood,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Eliiha' 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 105. 

8o  the  first  resolution  was  rejected. 

Hr.  FioKBNS  said  as  the  first  resolnUou  had 
been  r^eoted,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  with- 
draw the  second. 

The  Ohaik  replied  that  the  resolution  oonld 
Bot  now  be  withdrawn. 


Hr.  Hakkkqan  moved  to  lay  the  secmd  reso- 
lution on  the  table;  whidi  was  prononnoed  to 
be  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  eeoond 
resolution,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  2.  BtaoiMd^  That  the  Hon.  John  Q.  AnAW  hav- 
ing solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thiu 
disrespectful  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  be  nude  <x 
the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition  pnrporti^  to  be  from 
^ves,  and  haying  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer 
to  present  the  pmtion  If  the  House  was  of  <^rinkft 
that  it  oo^t  not  to  be  presented — tberefbre,  al 
farther  proceedings  in  regard  to  Ills  conduct  do  now 
oesse:" 

And  passed  in  the  iiq;atiTe— Teas  21,  najs  18T| 
asfiwows: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  John  Calhoon,  Garter, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H  Claiborne.  Cnig,  De- 
berry,  Donl^t,  Gliolson,  Hantsman,  Jenifer,  ImoAo^ 
A.  Msnn,  Maiuy,  Peyton,  Bobertscm,  addds^  S(a» 
defer,  Wsgener,  S.  WUliams— SI. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Altai,  ^Aa> 
thony,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond, 
BordenjBouldiu,  Boyd,  Bi^s,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Bums,  W.  B.  Cdhoun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Oatr, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  Jokai  Cbamben,  Otaney, 
Chapman,  Cnapln,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleve* 
lan<^  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushl^,  Cushman,  Daritngton, 
Denny,  Donbleday,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  Fiwncb, 
Fry,  Fuller,  Oalbndtli,  Granger,  Graves,  Orayson, 
Grennell,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Hardin,  ^upe^  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkim, 
Haynes,  Haseltine,  Hendenon,  Herod,  Boar,  Hek, 
HqAina,  Howard,  Howell,  Hobley,  Hnnt,  Henting- 
ton,  IngeraoU,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jiarvl% 
Joseidi  Johnson,  0.  Johnscm,  B.  Jones,  KeniNn, 
Kilgore,  Elin^nsmith,  Lane^  Ltporte,  I«wrenoe, 
Lay,  Tbomaa  Lee,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Lucas,  J. 
Mann,  &  Mason,  McCarty,  McEay,  McEennan,  MlBer, 
HiUi^m,  Montgomery,  Mornn,  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Page,  Paricer,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelps,  I^iUips,  ^nckney,  Potts,  Beed,  Jdm  Rey- 
nolds, RichardBon,  Russell,  Schenck.  Seymoor,  A.  H. 
Bhepperd,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spaugler,  Spr^oe, 
Storer,  Sutheriand,  Thomas,  J.  Tbomaon,  Tmer, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  WardweU,  Webster,  Weeks, 
White,  E  WhttUesey,  TbomM  T.  WhUUesey,  hemit 
WUliams,  Wise— 187. 

John  Qtdnoy  Adams  ezcnsed. 

8o  the  second  resolution  was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lakb  that 
the  House  do  a^ionm ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  negaliTe— jeas  1%,  nays  84. 

Com  o/R  Jf.  Whitney. 

ICr.  WiBS  then  rose  and  said:  Ur.  Speaker,  I 
thank  tiie  Honse  for  not  ad|jotiminff.  I  wiO 
det^  it  bnt  for  a  few  nKflnents,  and  I  should 
not  press  the  matter  I  have  to  bring  to  ita  no- 
tice at  this  time  bat  for  the  fhet  that  to-mor- 
row, and,  indeed,  dnring  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  Honse,  my  duty  will  call  my  at- 
tention to  the  Select  Committee  of  which  I  am 
a  member,  and  from  the  character  of  the  report 
itself.  It  is  a  report  afibcting  a  question  of 
privilege. 

I  am  directed,  oontinaed  Mr.  W.,  by  the 
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committee  appointed  on  the  17th  of  Jannair 
last,  to  report  the  following  resolntion,  which, 
I  will  promise,  was  adopted  by  the  nnanimoas 
vote  Of  the  committee.  Mr.  W.  then  read  as 
follows : 

**  Reuben  U.  Whitnejr,  who  baa  been  somnumed 
•fl  a  witoMB  before  this  oommittee,  baTing,  by  letter, 
infbnned  the  committee  of  his  peremptory  refusal 
to  attend,  it  becomes  the  duty  ot  the  ooounittee 
to  BtMke  the  House  acqnainted  with  tfie  bet ;  there- 

**  JBewIwd^  That  the  duJrman  be  directed  to  re- 
port the  letter  of  Senben  H.  Whitney  to  die  Honse, 
that  sDcfa  order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  dignity 
nd  character  of  the  House  require." 

Ifr.  W.  reiterated  the  fact  that  this  resolution 
had  been  nnanimoosly  adopted,  and  he  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table  the  letter  of  the  witness,  to- 
gether with  another  letter  showing  the  manner 
u  which  Uie  former  had  been  oomiaauicatod 
to  the  Sde^  Committee. 

rrhis  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abuar  tf  ann, 
otlSew  York;  but,  on  application,  it  could  not 
be  obtained.] 

Ifr.  V.  continned.  I  will  remark,  gar,  tiiat 
"bj  this  ennmtmieation  from  the  m«nber  of  the 
ooauiuttee  Into  whose  hands  1^  letter  of  the 
Vitnesa  fi^  before  it  M  into  nUne,  l^iis  letter 
ctf  this  oontnmaidoas  witness  reaebed  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  I  cotdd  not,  from  self-respeot,  pre- 
aent  it.  Sir,  I  oonddered  it  disrespectfot  to 
tbe  oommittee  as  mnoh  as  to  m^elf  parsoually. 
I  Hk  that  it  be  read. 

Kr.  PuBos,  of  Bliode  Island,  s^cl,  under  the 
si^ipoeition  that  this  subject  would  oome  np  as 
tbe  first  hnsiDess  in  order  to-morrow  morning, 
and  as  it  was  one  that  would  be  likely  to  pro- 
duce debate,  he  moved  that  the  Bouse  acyonm. 


FbmAT,  Febmary  10. 
C;ss«  of  £.  M.  WhitMy. 

Tb^  unfinished  business  was  tbe  report  made 
last  evening,  from  Mr.  Wisx,  chairman  of  the 
Select  Committee  appointed  to  Inquire  into  the 
administration  of  toe  Execntive  Departments, 
stating  that  Benben  M.  Whitney  had  refiised  to 
appear  trafore  tbe  sud  committee ;  which  re- 
port was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  B.  M. 
Whitney,  and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for 
presentation  to  Uie  Speaker  on  Monday  last, 
bat  which  was  not  presented,  owing  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Mr.  ADAm. 

The  report  condndes  with  the  fdllowing  reso- 
hUion: 

**  JEtM^ved^  That  the  duirman  be  directed  to  r«< 
port  the  letter  to  tbe  Hoase,  that  such  order  may  be 
taken  as  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  Houso  re- 

Mr.  Wtsi  asked  that  the  communication  of 
Bk  M.  Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House 
miglit  aee  what  was  its  character,  and  take  snch 
Item  as,  in  its  Jndgment,  mi^  be  neoessory  to 
4e&ad  tti  own  di^iity. 


The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read, 
Tbe  SnsAKEB  s^d  it  was  proper  he  ^ould 
state  that  on  Monday  last,  after  toe  meeting  of 
the  House,  a  memorial  of  a  similar  character 
was  laid  on  his  table.  It  was  not  in  order  on 
that  day  for  him  to  present  it,  nor  had  it  been 
in  order  ^ce. 

Mr.  I^oour  then  stated  that,  in  the  fow  re- 
marks whidi  he  had  to  snbmit,  he  dionld  make 
no  reforenoe  to  any  proceediogs  which  might 
have  ooenrred  in  referenoe  to  tbe  same  indi- 
vidual before  anotha  select  committee  of  this 
Honse. 

He  wonld  o£for  the  following  series  of  resolTi- 
tiona  for  the  consideration  of  the  Hone ; 

Retolvedy  That  Benbm  K.  WUtn^,  in  rrfuring  to 
appear  as  a  witness  before  a  sdect  committee  of  this 
House,  acting  by  tiie  authority  of  the  House,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  ITth  January  last,  after  being  duly 
sommoned  thereto,  has  heen  guilty  of  a  oootempt  w 
tbe  committee  and  of  the  House. 

Rtaotrued,  That  tbe  letter  addressed  by  tbe  said 
Rent)ai  M.  WIdtney  to  the  ooaunUtee,  and  by  tbe 
ocnnmittee  referred  to  the  notice  of  tlib  House,  de- 
daring  his  determination  peremptorily  to  dedtne  to 
^tpear  before  any  conunittee  constituted  In  such 
manner  and  of  sudi  persons  as  the  pleasure  and  judg- 
mmt  of  the  House  shall  designate,  until  the  House, 
as  a  condition  precedent,  shall  hare  redr^sed  bis 
supposed  wrongs,  both  in  the  mamier  and  style  of 
onamunication,  is  contamaeioas,  arrogant,  and  offen- 
rive ;  alike  disrespectftil  to  the  House,  and  utteriy 
subverrive  of  its  rightftil  authority. 

Retoived,  That  £e  ^leoker  of  tiie  House  issue  his 
warrant,  directing  the  Sergeant-at«ins  to  take  into 
custody  the  peraon  of  the  said  Beuben  M.  Wl^tney, 
that  Iw  may  be  brou^t  to  the  bar  of  tbe  Honse  to 
answer  for  the  contempt  aforesud. 

Mr.  Laub  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
be  80  modified  as  to  give  the  sense  of  the  House 
that  Whitney  ooght  to  appear  before  tbe 
conunittee;  and,  if  such  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  House,  Mr.  L.  undertook 
to  say  that  Mr.  Whitney  wonld  t^pear  and  an- 
swer (mestions  as  he        to  answer  them. 

Mr.  iJHOour  here  modified  his  amendment, 
to  read  as  follows: 

Reaolved,  That  whereas  the  seleet  committee  of 
this  House,  acting  by  ttie  antlit^^  of  the  House 
under  a  rescdntion  of  tlte  17tli  of  January  last,  has 
reported  that  B.  M .  Whitney  per^ptorily  refWd  to 
give  eridence  in  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued 
by  said  ccwunittee,  and  has  addressed  to  the  com- 
ndttee  the  letter  reported  by  said  committee  to  tbe 
House:  Therefore, 

Rnolved,  That  the  Speaker  of  ttus  House  issue 
his  warrant  directed  to  tbe  Seigeant-at-arma,  to  tako 
into  oistody  tbe  body  of  Reuben  U.  Whitney,  that 
he  mw  be  brou^t  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  an- 
swer vat  an  alleged  CMitempt  <^thls  House. 

The  subject  was  fhrther  debated  by  Messrs. 
Pabks,  Wise,  D.  J.  Pbabob,  Bobkbtsoit,  Mir- 
OBB,  ijvooLN,  and  A.  Mamr. 

Mr.  Boon  moved  the  previous  question ;  but 
thm  was  DO  second. 

Mr.  OLfnoBBB,  ^  Miadsdppi,  moved  to 
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amend  the  resolntaon  "bj  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  "and  that  he  be  allowed  counsel,  when 
brought  to  the  bar,  should  he  desire  it." 

The  amendment  waa  accepted  by  Hr.  Lin- 
coln, as  a  modification. 

Mr.  Oz.iiBQsznc  then  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  (s^d  Mr.  0.,)  let  no  man  call 
me  the  niend  of  Reuben  M.  Whitnej.  If  he 
stood  in  that  group,  I  could  scarcely  identify 
him.  I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I  appear  here  as 
his  advocate.  I  confess  mys^  prejudiced 
against  him.  The  many  charges,  xayaterious 
aod  undefined,  which  have  been  brought 
against  him  here  by  g^tlemen  high  in  rank — 
the  constant  denunciations  with  which  he  has 
been  visited — the  glittering  tomahawk  which 
has  been  held  over  his  head,  like  the  sword  of 
Damocles — have  made  upon  my  mind  unfavor- 
able inanaiiem.  There  are  ouer  reasons,  isdr, 
wUch  I  will  not  name.  But  hd  la  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  aoeiued  »  serious  ofltoce,  and  I 
demand  coonsd  for  him.  ffir,  I  voted  last  ses- 
rion,  time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with  the 
gen^eman  from  Yii^nia,  (Mr.  Wiss,)  for  his 
committee  of  investigation.  I  voted  uniformly 
for  it  this  session ;  but  I  will  not  consent  that 
a  resolution  shall  pass  to  drag  to  this  bar  a  free 
citizen  of  the  repnolio,  to  be  tried  by  those  who 
are  prejui^ced  ^^funst  him,  without  securing  to 
hira  the  privilege  of  counsel.  I  denounce  it  as 
a  high-handed  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  un- 
worwy  of  the  a^e  in  which  we  live,  and  dis- 
graceful to  the  tnbunal  that  sanctions  it. 

[Mr.  LiKOOLH  here  rose  and  accepted  the 
smendment  ofltered  hj  Mr.  OLUBOBmTl 

Mr.  0.  continued.  I  am  gbd  that  the  gentle- 
man has  agreed  to  tiiis  act  ot  justice.  It  re- 
moves from  this  proceeding  its  most  obnoxious 
feature.  But  I  doubt,  if  I  do  not  deny,  the  pro- 
priety of  dra^ug  'Whitney  to  this  bar.  I  have 
my  doubts  whether  he  has  been  guilty  of  &  con- 
tempt, Sir,  your  doctrine  of  contempt  is  a  dan- 
gerous doctrine,  that  originated  in  times  un- 
&vorable  to  human  lit}erty ;  in  those  old  days 
of  privilege  aod  prerogative,  when  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not  defined, 
and  when  parliamenta^  bodies  were  used  by 
Kings  as  instruments  of  opprea^on  and  perae- 
ootion.  The  power  of  Ooogrees  to  punish  for 
contempta,  if  sucb  ft  power  exists  at  all,  is  not 
expresuy  conferred,  rot  ia  Inddentid,  and  arises 
ex  Meeuiiate  rei.  where  Is  the  danse  in  the 
constitution  making  the  grant  and  defining  a 
contempt!  Sir,  it  is  a  oonatmctiTe  and  inci- 
dental power.  The  powers  and  privileges  of 
Congress  are  not,  like  those  of  the  Briti^  Par- 
liament, unlimited,  undefined,  and  omnipotent ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged  and  specific. 
Our  courts  of  justice  have  the  power  to  punish 
for  contempts;  hut  it  is  not  a  constructive 
power,  arising  out  of  the  mere  act  that  estab- 
lished them,  bnt  was  conferred  by  a  statute, 
reetndQins  m  its  charaoter,  in  1789.  The  com- 
mon law  doea,9pt  invest  tM  feder^conrts  with 
this  power,  nor  can  we  derive  it  moL  the  onno 
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mon  law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does 
not  constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  highest  courts  of  the 
country ;  an  opinion,  too,  upon  which  Oongress 
has  nniform^  l^slated.  Ko  department  of 
Gtovemment  can  thwefore  derive  any  snch  ao* 
thority  from  it.  In  1831,  after  the  memorable 
trial  of  Jadge  Peck,  of  Miraouri,  Oongress  dean- 
ed  it  necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature  <tf 
oontempts  of  court. 

Mr.  TuBBiLL  said,  as  the  question  whicli  was 
about  to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one, 
affecting  the  personal  liberty  of  an  American 
citizen,  lie  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  that  ne  might  have  an  op- 
portunity of  recording  his  vote  against  it ;  ana, 
sir,  (said  Ifr.  T.,)  while  I  am  np,'I  will  state 
some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to 
^ve.  I  cannot  remain  silent;  I  ^onld  be 
guil^  c/t  a  gross  violation  of  my  du^  as  a  Bep* 
resentative  on  this  floor,  were  I  to  nt  by  and 
see  a  citizen,  however  humUe  his  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circnmstances 
of  this  case,  and  not  enter  my  protest  against  it 

What,  I  would  ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  the  reso- 
lution under  consideration !  "What  does  it  pro- 
pose to  do  t  Sir,  it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue 
his  warrant  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  requiring 
him  to  take  an  humble  citizen  from  his  own 
fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag  hin^ 
as  a  culprit,  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  and 
as  such  nold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  Bouse  to 
the  gaze  of  the  nation— and  for  what  ?  Yes, 
EOT ;  for  what,  I  would  ask,  (sud  Mr.  T.,)  is  a 

Erivate  citizen  to  be  thus  dragsed  from  his 
omef  Why  are  his  feelinn  and  the  feelings 
of  his  &mily  to  be  outraged!  Becttuse,  sii^  be 
refbses,  for  reascms  contained  in  his  lettw  to 
the  committee,  to  appear  and  give  evidence. 
To  his  mind,  at  least,  the  reasons  are  sufficient 
to  justify  the  course  he  has  taken.  From  th^ 
papers  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears 
that  this  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  ta^en 
into  custody  for  an  alle^  contempt,  comj^na 
that,  while  he  was  giving  testimony  before  a 
committee  of  this  House,  in  oliedience  to  a  sum- 
mons, he  was  grossly  insulted,  and  an  out- 
rageous assault  was  made  upon  his  person  by 
two  members  of  that  committee.  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  papwa  submitted  to  the  Hotiae^ 
that  this  witness  has  been  waiting  at  the  doon 
of  this  hall  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  seeUng  an 
opportunity  to  present  his  petitiim  to  the  Houae, 
asking  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  assault  thus  made 
upon  lum,  and  praying  the  House  to  take  meas- 
ures to  protect  him  from  similar  assaults  in  fu- 
ture ;  but  daring  that  time  he  has  not  beesn 
able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  House. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view  of 
this  case  from  some  gentlemen  who  have  ^oken 
upon  it ;  they  seem  to  think  the  witness  bas 
been  guilty  of  a  technical  contempt,  in  refa^ng 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  and  that  we 
cannot  now  inquire  into  the  reascms  aswlg—d 
by  him  tx  not  obeying  the  aammona.  We 
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most  Wttt,  say  they,  until  he  U  bronsht  to  the 
Imt  of  the  Honse;  until  he  ^ves  hu  reasons 
here,  vhen  arraigned  to  answer  to  the  aUe^ 
contempt.  Sir,  (said  Ur,  T.,)  I  cannot  snbscnbe 
to  this  doctrine. 

lu  the  same  letter,  in  which  the  witness  re- 
fuses to  appear  before  the  committee,  he  gives 
the  reasons  why  he  cannot  obey  its  Bammons. 
Those  reasons  are  before  ns;  and  i£  in  onr 
opinion,  they  are  suffident,  he  stands  justified, 
and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  an- 
swer to  a  technical  or  an  ^eged  contempt. 
Suppose  (said  Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  re- 
turned for  answer  that  he  was  confined  to  his 
bed  \fy  dcknesB,  or  that  his  wife  or  child  was 
at  the  pdot  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey  the 
amnmons;  would  yon  aay  that  there  had  been  a 
technical  contempt?  that  yon  wonld  not  now 
nus  npon  the  reasons  given  by  the  witness? 
Would  yon  direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  war- 
rant, requiring  the  Sergeant-at^arms  to  bring 
the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dying 
couch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  his 
reasons  here !  Oertwnly  not,  sir.  The  House 
wonid  say  at  onoe,  withont  hesitation,  that  the 
reasons  were  sufficient,  and  that  no  contempt 
whatever  had  been  committed. 

In  the  cose  under  consideration,  the  witness 
informs  the  House  that  he  cannot,  in  his  opin- 
ion, obey  the  summons,  withoat  subjecting 
himself  to  gross  personal  insult ;  that  he  can- 
not do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  Jeop- 
ardy ;  and  he  states  the  acts  and  circumstances 
upon  whi<di  that  opinion  is  based.  He  inn>kes 
an  inquiry  into  the  accuracy  of  his  statements. 
Kov,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  L  for  one,  have  no  hes- 
itation in  saying  that,  if  all  Whitney  states  in 
his  communications  be  tme,  he  was  perfectly 
jostifiable  in  refusing  to  appear  before  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  House,  until  the 
House  itself  shall,  by  some  act  on  its  part,  show 
a  fixed  determination  to  muntain  its  own  dig- 
nity, by  extending  the  most  ample  protection 
to  witnesses  summoned  to  give  testimony  be- 
fore its  committees.  The  whole  American  peo- 
ple will  iustiQr  him.  Every  individual  in  the 
nation  wul  oommend  him  for  the  course  he  has 
taken. 

JSx.  TnoHsoK,  of  Ohio,  oalled  fw  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolation ;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  Honse  was  farther  addressed  by  Messrs. 
^oaisoir  of  Ohio,  Gaeland  of  Loniuana,  Hab- 
sxs^,  Wise,  Petton,  Ashut,  and  Jbiiifbb. 

Mr.  Oholson  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  am  aware  that  there  exists  a 
variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  power  of  this 
House  to  punish  acts  not  interrupting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Honse  nor  committed  in  its 
presence,  as  contempts.  This  resolution  as- 
sumes the  facts  that  a  contempt  bad  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  the  House  poaseiBes  the  power 
to  punish  it;  and  it  is  now  proposed  that, 
witnoot  farther  inquii?,  we  BhaU  deprive  a'dt- 
Izen  of  his  liberty,  and  direct  our  SeEveant-at> 
arms  to  seize  ama  hold  him  in  <ni8to^.  I  do 


not  believe  this  House  poasesaes  any  snoh 
power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report 
of  the  committee,  upon  which  this  proceeoing 
is  founded,  is  based  upon  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whi^ 
ney,  given  to  the  House  by  the  committee; 
and,  as  such,  the  House  most,  in  coming  to  a 
condnsion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter 
of  Whitney,  and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter 
for  his  refusal  to  appear  l>efore  the  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker^  I  am  one  of  those  who  deny  the 
power  of  this  House  to  punish  for  constructive 
contempts.  I,  sirj  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitution, 
to  putush  a  dtisea  of  this  oonntry  far  a  con- 
structive contempt  growing  out  (h  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this  House,, 
standuig  as  the  present  witness  does  towards 
the  chairman  of  that  committee.  Sir,  there  is 
no  law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American 
citizen  nnder  duresse  under  such  circumstances; 
and  I,  dr,  for  one,  never  can  give  my  consent  to 
see  authority  exercised  by  this  House  that  I  do 
not  believe  it  possesses.  But  it  is  sud  the  exer- 
cise of  this  authority  is  necessaiy  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights.  Sir,  I  think  such  a  preser- 
vation of  our  nghts  as  this  promises,  ere  long, 
to  take  fVom  us  the  rights  we  now  have.  Gen- 
tiemen  talk  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  this 
House,  and  say  they  must  be  respected.  I  sa^ 
to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  come  here  with  del^ated  powers,  and 
are  Donnd  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitution, which  constitution  is  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  gives  this  House 
no  power  to  place  an  American  oitir^eu  in  the 
custody  of  onr  Sergeant-at-arms  for  a  construc- 
tive contempt.  Sir,  after  the  proceeding  of  this 
House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  geuUeman 
fh>m  Massachusetts,  and  his  petition  from 
tbirty-two  slaves,  what  is  this  House  to  con- 
sider a  contempt? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable 
gentiemen  on  this  fioor,  who  is  the  contempt- 
uous Beuben  M.  Whitney  I  I  answer,  that  I 
know  him  only  as  an  American  citizen ;  and, 
as  such,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  the  oonrtitntaon.  I  ask  gentlemen,  hi 
return,  from  what  source  do  they  derive  the 
power  to  place  him  in  custody )  I  tell  gentle- 
men, at  tne  outset,  that  precedents  from  the 
British  Parliament  cannot  be  received  by  me 
as  authority  for  the  arrest  of  an  American  cit- 
izen. I,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  represent  In  part 
the  highly  honorable,  democratio,  and  patriotio 
people  of  Mississippi ;  a  people  who,  from  the 
democratio  character  of  their  institutions,  are 
known  to  be  tenacious  of  their  rights:  and  I 
cannot,  as  their  representative,  sit  idly  here 
and  see  one  known  to  possess  the  high  and  ex- 
alted privil^^  of  an  American  citizen  arrested 
by  order  (tf  this  House,,  brought  as  a  prisoner 
to  answer  at  the  bar^  without  attnnpting  to 
arrest  the  course  of  usurpation,  and  exenuse  of 
such  usurped  power,  on  the  part  vi  tills  Houm^ 
over  the  ri|^ts  of  the  people. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294 


ABKIDaMKNT  OF  THE 


H.  ovR.3 

Sir,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  parliament- 
ary annals  of  Great  Britain,  and  given  in  the 
precedents  of  the  Eoase  of  Commons,  ia  utterly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  repub- 
lican institutions.  The  English  law  of  privi- 
lege, and  the  power  of  the  British  parliament 
to  pmiish  for  contempts,  is  undefined,  unlim- 
itec^  and  imknown  to  the  sabject  except  as  par- 
tionlar  cases  oooar,  'iii  which  Parliament,  In 
their  omnipotent  discretion,  choose  to  exercise 
it.  Thns  it  is  that  the  infliction  of  pnnishmeDt 
is  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  rale 
under  which  it  is  inflicted. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed 
to  bring  Hr.  'Whitney  before  this  House. 
,  Sir,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution  under 
which  we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt, and  that  allegation  sustained  only  by 
construction.  Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  committee  before  whom  Mr.  "Whitney  has 
refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  refnsal  this 
proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  his- 
reported  speech,  made  on  ^lis  floor,  asserted 
that  he  would,  on  ft  certiun  occamon,  and  that, 
too,  whilst  he  was  acting  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  appointed  by  the  order  of  this  House, 
and  at  a  time  this  witness,  "Whitney,  was  before 
tliat  committee  as  a  witness,  and  whilst  this 
honorable  chairman  was  acting  in  a  judicial 
capacity,  have  taken  the  life  of  this  witness  if 
he  had  moved  his  hand.  Yes,  sir,  if  be  had 
moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his  own  de- 
fence, the  honorable  chairman  of  tliis  commit- 
tee informs  us  that  he  would  have  taken  his 
life ;  and  in  defence  of  his  friend,  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who,  he 
states,  was  rushing  upon  Whitney. 

Siere  Hr.  Wibk  explained.] 
r.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman's  ex- 
planation amounts  to  tiie  same  thing  that  I  had 
stated ;  he  admits  that  his  friend,  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  was  advancing  upon 
Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was  before  the  com- 
mittee OS  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied 
threat,  nor  by  his  imputation  and  "insinua- 
tion "  that  I  bad  misquoted  him. 

[Tbe  Speakeb  had  not  understood  the  honor- 
able gentleraan  from  Virginia  to  make'  any 
threap  or  be  would  have  interposed ;  and  ^at 
the  gentiemaa  from  Uiadsdppi  must  not  make 
personal  alluidons.1 
Ur.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  aiding  this  qnestioDf 

Eursue  the  same  course  that  other  gentlemen 
ave  purened  on  this  floor.  I  assure  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Yirginia,  that  if  he  ex- 
pects to  intimidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
man.  I  shall  pursue  my  own  course,  without 
regard  to  his  implied  threat  Then,  sir,  what 
is  the  distinguishing  difference  in  the  statement 
first  given,  and  the  one  now  given  by  tbe  hon- 
orable gentleman  who  is  chairman,  and  before 
whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear  ?  lu  either 
event,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even 
if  he  defended  himself  against  the  honorable 
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gentleman  from  Tennessee;  and  it  is  for  thi» 
that  gentlemen  say  he  has  been  guilty  of  t  con- 
tempt of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  force  a  witness  before  a  committee,  when 
the  chairman  of  tliat  committee  stands  in  such 
rdation  towards  the  witness  as  the  honoraUe 
chairman  does  in  this  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  ia 
it  a  contempt  of  this  House  for  a  witness  to 
refbse  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  tlua 
House  under  anoh  circumstances ;  and  has  this 
House  the  power,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  authority  vested  in  us  by  the 
constitution,  to  have  the  witness  brought  to  ttie 
bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for  such  refbaal  t 
I  certfunly  think,  upon  examination,  it  will  be 
found  that  this  House  possesses  no  such  power. 

Hr.  HoXeon  said  that,  intending  to  vote  in 
the  negative  on  the  gnertion  whidi  had  been 
submitted  to  the  consideraUon  of  the  House,  be 
was  aware  that  he  thereby  would  snbiect  him- 
self to  the  censures  (if  such  they  might  be  called) 
of  bis  friend  from  Haiyland  (Mr.  Jxbifs^  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  MoE.)  saw  in 
the  case  hefcure  him  not  that  of  Benben  IL 
"Whitney.  He  passed  hy  Ur.  "Whitney.  He 
viewed  the  matter  in  a  broader  light.  He  saw 
in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an  American  citizen. 
It  involved  the  decision  of  a  principle  which 
would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only  the 
humblest  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It 
called  into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which 
was  to  be  felt  not  only  within  the  circle  of  this 
District,  but  from  Maine  to  Louinana,  wherever 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  confederacy  might  oper- 
ate. It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  dragging 
any  man  from  his  home,  his  family,  hia  nist- 
nesa,  to  answer  the  behest  of  a  m^ori^  of  this 
House.  I  ask  ^ntlemen  (said  Mr.  MoK.) 
whether  tiie  iodividnal  who  is  now  before  na  is 
not,  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  this  Home  is 
concerned,  a  private  ciUzra  f  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connection  with  your  depart- 
ments. I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
whether  the  person  alluded  to  is  not  a  private 
citizen,  covered  by  our  laws,  and  protected  by 
our  constitution.  I  understand  ray  friend  to 
yield  his  assent  to  this  point  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  liberty,  his  life,  his  prop- 
erty, his  papers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  under 
the  power  dfumed  daring  this  debate,  and  pro- 
posed to  be  exercised,  what  security  had  he,  or 
any  other  man,  against  an  iuTaarai  of  his  i^ta  f 
Opposed,  as  I  have  ever  beeiL  to  the  domne 
of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
be  the  consequences  of  thdr  imostiiig  on  thia 
riglitf 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  had  sent  ita 
mandate  to  one  of  my  constituents,  whoee  bad- 
ness would  not  allow  lam^  without  sacrifioe,  to 
obey  the  command,  he  would  naturally  ask 
under  what  law  he  was  bound  to  obey.  I  may 
be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by 
refufflug  to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  I  told  yon, 
when  your  committee  was  formed,  that  in  many 
oases  it  would  he  powerieaa.  That  oommittee 
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BAver  ooald  hare  a  contempt  committed  against 
it  by  refbsal  to  obey  its  oraera.  Tonr  roleB  say 
that  nibpcHias  and  warrants  shall  be  nnder  the 
Speaker's  hand.  We  are  told  that  the  sabpcana, 
in  this  case,  was  nnder  the  hand  of  the  obair- 
man  of  your  Belect  Committee.  Bnt,  agun,  it 
is  insisted  that  jon  have  given  the  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.  By  what  author- 
Ity  can  tiits  House  delegate  its  power,  if  such 
it  has,  to  any  nn^on  of  this  body.  The  Eoose 
itself  only  holds  its  own  powers  by  delegation. 
ISa,  tai ;  there  eoold  be  no  contempt  by  a  re- 
fnaal  to  obey  this  snmmons.  I  know  I  shall 
astonish  the  member  who  has  just  addressed 
yon  when  I  assert  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the 
wantof  power  of  the  committee  in  this  matter; 
and  I  very  mnch  doubt  the  power  of  this  House, 
at  least  without  the  sanction  of  a  law,  to  drag 
an  individual  before  our  bar  for  a  contempt  of 
this  natore.  Issne  yoar  warrant,  and  deliver  it 
to  yonr  Swgeant-at-arms ;  if  its  execution  is 
related,  can  he  call,  as  a  ministerial  officer  of 
a  oodrl^  for  assistance?  I  should  think  not. 
Ton  have  no  guards  to  enforce  yoor  order,  and 
it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  privilegea 
■■d  ouitempts  has  grown  np  in  this  conutiT  oy 
nawmilating  the  powras  of  this  ^aaao  to  uioee 
of  the  British  House  of  Conmuma.  A  ^tem 
has  been  claimed  and  exercised  in  England 
under  what  is  known  as  parliamentary  law. 
Ita  eneroaobments  have  been  silently,  bat 
steadily,  made  upon  the  moss  of  the  people, 
until  precedents  of  the  most  appalling  character 
can  be  fonnd.  The  analogy  in  the  cases  of  con- 
tempt does  not  hold  gocxL  This  House,  as  a 
portion  of  the  Gtovemment,  obtains  ito  power 
from  the  constitution.  In  mat  instrument  the 
privileges  of  the  members  of  this  Honse  are 
defined,  and  the  rights  of  this  Hoose  are  pointed 
crat  dearly  and  distinctly. 

I  regret,  rir,  the  allodcm  made  to  the  Fred- 
dent  Why  la  his  name  bron^t  into  this  dis- 
CMrioaf  This  ii  not  a  ease  which  any  party 
iboald  endeavor  to  make  use  of  for  any  pur- 
poae.  We  are  establishing  a  precedent — a  pre- 
cedent which,  if  it  reaches  some  one  without 
these  walls  to^d«y,  will  hereafter  be  broof^t  to 
bear,  peihapa,  upon  scnne  <tf  os.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion invdving  the  most  momentoos  craise* 
qooDces,  and  reaches  to  every  man  in  the  coun- 
ty, DO  matter  to  what  party  ho  may  be  attach- 
ed. The  Prendent*a  letter,  referrsd  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  will  speak  for  itself 
and  jostice  be  awarded  to  ite  author  by  an  in- 
telligent people.  He  seeks  no  concealment. 
If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to  invade  the 
private  afiUrs  <^  onr  dtixMUL^he  deserves  the 
thnks  of  the  ooimtry.  Sir,  I  will  detun  the 
Kmse  no  longer.  Homan  will  gofiirtiier  than 
I  will  to  defend  the  rif^ts  and  privUeges  of  this 
HoDse ;  but  I  never  wiU  advance  over  the  pr(»- 
trated  rights  of  tiie  people.  "Whsa  gentlemen 
talk  of  the  righta  ana  privileges  of  this  Honset 
I  most  be  heard  in  defence  of  those  lights  and 
pri^^es  of  the  people  which,  in  my  opinion, 
are  of  pananoant  ooiiMqneaoe.  I  never  will, 


[H.  or  R. 

as  a  member  of  this  House,  am^ate  powers 
which  shall  be  doDgeroua  to  public  and  private 
seomity.  I  never  will  call  into  action  powers 
at  best  doabtful,  and  which  can  only  be  exer- 
cised by  invadiug  the  rights  and  prtvU^;e8  of 
the  American  people. 

Hr.  Adams  then  asked  to  be  excused  ft-om 
voting,  for  the  foHowing  reasons,  which  were 
sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair : 

Mr.  Adams  reqnested  to  be  excused  from  vot* 
ing  upon  this  and  every  other  c^uestion  of  priv- 
ilege affecting  Reuben  K.  Whitney — the  per- 
Bonal  relatima  betweoi  Urn  and  thi^  individaal 
having  Imig  been  soch  as  to  make  it  the  duty 
of  Mr.  Adahs  to  decline  acting  as  his  judge 
upon  any  question  affecting  his  personal  righ^ 

Mr.  ADA.M6  asked  that  uiis  statement  might 
be  entered  on  the  journal ;  to  which  the  Spbaseb 
replied  that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he 
entered  on  the  journal. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  modified  resdution  of  Mr.  Xjsooln, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  100, 
na;s  85. 

So  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 


Satubdat,  Febraaiy  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Uebobb,  bo  much  of  the 
journal  was  stricken  out  as  contdned  Hm  rea- 
sons asfflgned  by  Mr.  Adams  yeaterday  tcx  ask- 
ing to  be  excused  from  voting  on  any  resolution 
involving  the  personal  rights  of  Mr.  Reuben  H. 
Whitney,  and  which  reasons  had  been  entered 
on  the  journal. 

Flection  of  President  of  ths  JTnUed  State$. 
Mr.  Ihohab,  f^m  the  Joint  committee  ap- 

?)inted  to  wut  on  Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New 
ork,  and  inform  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  States  for  four 
years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of  March, 
1837,  r^rted:  That  the  ecnnmittee,  in  con- 
formity with  tiie  directions  of  the  Hoose,  had, 
on  yj^tfsrdaj,  wuted  on  the  President  elect, 
and  informed  him  that  the  votes  for  Prendent 
of  the  United  States  had  been  counted  by  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution;  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  m^ority  of  all  the  votes  giyen,  and 
was  duly  elected  Freudent  of  the  United  States 
for  four  years,  commencing  <m  the  4th  day  0[ 
March,  1887. 

Hr.  Van  Buren  expressed,  in  reply,  his 
grateftil  soue  of  the  distinguished  honor  which 
his  fSallow-dtizena  had  wnaetni  upon  hfan,  and 
requested  us  to  assure  our  respective  Houses 
that  th«y  mi^t  rely  on  his  nnoeaung  eflbrts  to 
exeonte  the  responrible  trust  about  to  devolve 

rn  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conda<uve  to 
public  interest. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Thouas,  tiie  report  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Sight  of  Petition. 
Mr.  Tatlob  adud  the  consent  of  the  House 
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to  offer  the  fidlowing  reaolotioa ;  which  was 
read: 

'Wherau  the  -rote  of  the  Hooie,  taken  on  th«  Mi 
of  Ftfmi7,  the  followinR  resolution,  rit  "  Seaolved, 
nut  mj  member  who  ihtll  hereafter  preeent  to  the 
HoDM  lay  petition  from  the  slavea  in  thia  Union 
ongfat  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feehngs 
of  the  Hoiue,  the  rights  of  the  Sonlhem  States,  and 
tmfiiendlj  to  the  Union ; "  may  be  oottstroed  into 
an  exprenion  of  opinion  upon  the  abstract  question 
of  the  right  of  alaresto  petition  0(»greai;  there- 
fore, 

Jteiolved,  That  alaves  do  not  pCHseM  the  iMit  of 
petition  secnred  to  the  peoide  W  the  Uidted  Statei 
bj  ooDstitatiim. 

[Aa  extended  debate  tod^  jdioa  on  tiieee  reaida- 
tione,  la  vliich  Mean,  bgenoll,  Taylor,  FfaidmeT, 
Cambrel eng,  Hum  of  New  York,  Patton,  Chambers 
of  Kentucky,  Ashley,  Lewia,  Lane,  Parker,  Under- 
wood, Oldeon  Lee,  ndceoc,  Anthony,  Sutheriand, 
Bynum,  Booldin,  Waddy  Thompson,  Howard,  Har- 
rison of  Missouri,  Adams,  Granger,  Yanderpoel, 
CftTe  JotmsoQ,  and  Haley,  took  part.  Finally — 

A  diTision  of  the  qaestion  haTinc  been  or- 
dered,  the  first  reeolutioii,  as  modified,  was  then 
t^en  np^  aa  follows : 

"  An  faiqulry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maaaadnisetta,  vhether  a  paper, 
which  he  held  tix  his  band,  porporting  to  be  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  dares,  and  declaiW  themaelree 
slaves,  came  within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the 
Ifitb  of  January,  and  the  said  p^>er  not  having 
been  reodved  by  the  Speaker,  he  stated  that,  bi  s 
ease  so  extraor^aair  and  nord,  he  would  tahe  the 
advice  and  ooonsel  <«  the  House. 

^^Heaolved,  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the 
said  petition  without  disr^arding  its  own  dignity,  the 
ririits  of  a  Urge  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and 
West,  and  the  ConsUtotion  of  the  United  States" 

The  qaestion  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
adopted,  by  a  TOte  of  yeas  160^  n^ya  85. 

llie  seoond  ranlntioii  vaa  then  takm  np,  aa 
fidlows: 

**JteulMi,  That  slaves  do  not  posseet  tbe  right 
of  petitira  aecnred  to  the  people  ctf  the  United  States 
by  the  cMatitadaL" 

Hr.  HiXXT  moved  to  lay  it  <mi  tibe  table. 
Lost,  wUbout  a^vlaton. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  oa  the  adoption 
of  the  resc^aticHi,  and  detnded  as  fudlows : 

Tus.— Meflsrs.  Alford,  ChOtm  Allan,  Aflh,  Ash- 
lar, Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldhi, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bunch,  Bunts,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambrelet^,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Csisey,  G.  Cham- 
bers, J.  (lumbers,  Ghaney,  Chapman,  Ch^iin,  ChUds, 
N.  H.  CUdbome,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cmtiing, 
Cosbman,  Dawson,  Debmy,  Doubleday,  Drcoi^oole, 
Dvmlw,  Bhaore,  Fairfield,  Farlln,  Fowler,  French, 
¥tj,  Galbcailh,  J.  Garland,  R.  GaiUnd,  Gholson^- 
let,  GUscock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Hatper,  A.  G. 
Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Ht^bfl,  Howard,  Bowdl,  Huidc^,  Himtii^^ 


[FuBun,  inr. 

Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J,  Johnson,  K.  U.  Jsbh 
son,  C.  Jfrfmeon,  H.  Ji4m«m,  J.  W.  Jonea,  KesMK, 
Kiloore,  Klingenamith,  I<ane,  I.aii8ing,  hairier,  I^, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  linceb,  Lo- 
gan, Loyall,  Lucas,  Ljoa,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Haitk, 
W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  MeCoa^ 
McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milla-,  Hoot- 

?>mery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Pige, 
ariu,  Patterson,  Patton,  ¥.  Pierce,  James  A 
Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  PEui- 
ney,  Rentier,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ridtardson^Bobat- 
son,  Rogers,  Schen<^  W.  B.  Sbeppard,  A.  H.  Sbep- 
perd,  ^tields,  Shmn,  EKckles,  ^Mngler,  Standcfa^ 
Taliaferro,  Ta^,  nicmias,  J.  Ilomson,  W.  Thoo^- 
son,  Tumll,  Underwood,  Tandeipod,  Wtfmm, 
Ward,  Webster,  Wedo,  WUte,  B.  Whitdeisy,  f.  f. 
WhitUesey,  L.  WiUtams,  S.  Willlan^  Tdl,  Toi^ 
162. 

Xats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Beamtont, 
Borden,  Darlington,  Denny,  Haley,  HazelliBe,  Illge^ 
soli,  W.  JackBon,  Janes,  Love,  Adm,  Ffaill^  Polt^ 
Bussell,  Sladc,  gaoane^lS. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

[When  tbe  name  of  Mr.  Wisa  was  caBei 
that  gentleman  rose  in  his  place  and  decUned 
to  vote,  for  the  reason  that  he  held  that  Ooa- 
greas  had  no  power  to  interfere,  in  any  wiQr, 
with  tbe  saljeot    slavery .] 

CoMtifRM.  Whitnty. 

The  Speakeb  informed  the  House  lhat  flie 
Sergeant-at-arms,  in  otredience  to  the  orda  of 
tbe  House  and  the  warrant  of  the  Speaker,  had 
arrested  Renben  M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  in 
castody,  and  wuting  tbe  order  of  tbe  Honae^ 

Ur.  Oalhoon,  of  Kentocky,  snbniitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  ooosidend 
and  adopted : 

Jtetoieed,  That  S.  M.  Whitney,  now  in  tbe  bandi 
of  the  Sergeant-at^arms,  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  dm 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  tbe 
House,  in  peremptorily  refudng  to  appear  and  pn 
evidence  as  a  witness  on  a  summons  duly  issued 
select  committee^  actiiw  1^  the  aatbnity  of  dii 
House,  under  a  resohi^  of  ttw  17th  of  Janurr 
last,  in  the  matter  of  a  letter,  expreering  said  refiaHl, 
addieased  by  the  said  R.  M.  WhUney  to  die  ooa- 
mittee,  and  by  the  committee  referred  to  the  Boon; 
and  that  he  be  forthwith  funiiatied  with  a  cop;  of 
the  report  of  said  oommittee  and  of  tbe  letter  afiiit- 
said. 

The  House  then  adjoozned. 


IfovDAT,  Febrnary  18. 

Ctm^S.M.  Whitnef. 

The  Speakkb  annoonoed  that  Renbai  IL 
Whitney,  now  fai  ooatody  fi>r  an  alleged  con- 
tempt of  the  anthority  of  tlie  Hoose,  was  with- 
out the  bar,  wuting  tiie  farther  pleasare  of  tbe 

House. 

The  Obair  also  stated  that  the  aoexaeA  had 
been  ftimished  with  ropiee  of  the  papers  refer- 
red to  in  the  resolntion  adopted  on  Satordsf 
hist 

Mr.  Pattoh  mored  that  the  Sergeant-at-anns 
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Iw  directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  tiie  bar  of 
the  Hoase ;  which  modon  prevailed. 

The  aocnsed  having  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
the  Bpsakzr  addressed  hhn  ad  follows : 

"  Beaben  M.  Whitney :  You  have  been 
bttmgbt  before  the  House,  by  its  order,  to  an- 
swer the  charge  of  an  alleged  contempt  of  this 
HoQse,  in  haviDg  pereinptorilj  refnsod  to  give 
evidence  in  obedienoe  to  a  aommons  dnlj  issued 
by  a  ooDimittee  of  this  House,  which  committee 
lad,  by  an  order  of  the  Hoose^  power  to  send 
Ibr  pwaoiw  and  papers. 

Before  you  are  called  i^>on  to  answer  in 
nj  BHomer  to  the  sabjee^matter  of  this  charge, 
It  a  my  doty,  as  the  preriding  officer  of  wis 
Honea,  to  inform  you  that,  by  an  order  of  the 
Honae^  jou  will  be  allowed  ooon&el,  should  yon 
derire  iu  If  yon  have  any  request  to  make  in 
rda;Uon  to  thia  eubjeoL  your  request  will  now 
be  received  and  considered  by  the  House.  If, 
however,  yon  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
invesdgatien  of  the  charge,  you  will  state  it, 
and  the  Honse  will  take  order  accordingly." 

To  which  the  accased  replied,  that  he  held  in 
his  hand  a  paper  in  rehmon  to  the  charge, 
whidi  he  respectfully  requested  might  be  re- 
ceived and  read. 

The  following  paper  was  then  read : 

"  The  nndersigiied  uiswen  that  his  refusal  to  at- 
tend the  committee,  upon  the  summons  of  its  duir- 
mil,  WM  not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  dis- 
RqwctTol  to  the  hoDorahle  the  Honse  <^Bq)re8enla- 
tires,  nor  does  be  now  believe  that  he  thereby  com- 
mitted a  contempt  of  the  Honse. 

**  Hu  reuoa  for  reftiang  to  attend  the  committee 
« traly  stated  in  his  letter  to  that  committee. 

"  He  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to  obey  a  som- 
nna  ianed  by  the  ch&innaa  of  the  committee. 

''Hfthad  attended,  in  obedience  to  aacb  asmn- 
mom,  befan  another  OMnndttee,  volontarily,  and 
withontoliieettonfl  to  the  validity)^  the  proceas;  and 
wOoJd  have  ittended  in  the  same  way  before  the 
preeent  coiamittee,  but  for  the  belief  that  he  might 
tberebj  be  exposed  to  insult  and  violence. 

"  He  deoiee,  therefore,  that  lie  has  oomnutted  a 
contanptof  llw  Hoow,  became  ' 

**  fint  The  process  npon  turn  was  Illegal,  and  he 
was  not  bcnod  to  obey  It  And 

Secondly.  Because  he  conid  not  attend  yri&t- 
oat  expoeb^  himself  tltereby  to  ontrage  and  vio- 
lenee. 

**  If  the  Hoose  shall  decide  In  ikvor  of  the  author- 
of  the  process,  and  that  the  reqwndent  is  bound 
to  obey  1^  then  he  respectfiiUy  asks,  in  such  case, 
that,  in  eimrideration  <x  the  pecniiar  cfrcomstances 
k  wUdt  he  la  i^aced,  ss  known  to  the  House,  the 
committee  may  be  instructed  to  receive  his  testimony 
apon  interrogatories  to  be  answered  on  oath  before  a 
angistnte,  as  has  been  done  in  other  instances  in 
lehtion  to  other  witnessca ;  or  that  the  committee  be 
Attracted  to  (mriiibit  the  use  or  introduction  of 
aaecet  and  deadly  weapooa  in  the  committee  room 
dariog  the  examination  of  Uie  wttaeasoe. 

M  And  in  caae  he  Aall  think  it  necesMuy,  he  pra  js 
tobebewd  by connsel, and  to  be  allowed  to<dfor 
MUMOBgr  on  the  matteis  herein  colunitted. 

"B.  H.  WBITNE7." 


[H.  OF  B. 

Mr.  QH<njK»if  offered  the  following  resela- 

Uon: 

Resoiv«<i,  That  Beuben  K.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  befixe  tills  House,  In  re- 
lation to  Ua  alleged  contempt. 

[A  debate  then  took  place,  chiefly  on  points  of 
order  and  the  mode  of  proceeding,  in  wiuch  If  essrs. 
Haynes,  linootn,  Gholson,  Heroer,  Fatten,  BouliSn, 
HcKay,  Hoar,  Hmitsman,  Mann  of  New  Toik,  Uason 
of  Ohio,  Yandeipoel,  lue,  Cslhoon,  and  Bdl,  took 
part] 

Kr.  Manv,  of  Kew  York,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  GHOLeoN's  reaolntion,  by  adding  the  fid- 
lowing: 

"  And  that  a  committee  of  five  be  q)pointed  by  the 
Speaker,  to  examine  each  witnesses  on  the  part  of 
the  House." 

Mr.  Gholsoh  accepted  the  modification. 
The  questifHi  thai  reaarrlng  on  the  ori^nal 

resolution, 

Mr.  Pabes  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  was  opposed  to  bringing 
this  individnal  before  the  Honse ;  bnt,  as  be 
was  bron^t  there,  they  owed  it  to  tiie  gentle- 
man himsd^  and  to  the  House,  that  he  have  a 
bearing.  The  motimi  pending  wb&  tiiat  a  oom- 
mittee  of  five  be  appointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  Honse;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  question,  and  of  asoerttdn- 
iDR  whether  wey  would  laij  It  aside,  or  go  on 
with  it,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Gholson  appealed  to  Mr.  Pabes  to  with- 
draw the  motion  for  a  moment;  which  he  did; 
when  Mr.  Q.  accepted  of  the  amendment  c^Mr. 
Grapin;  and 

Mr.  Pabeb  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question ;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House— yeas  97,  nays  S8 ;  and  the  main  ques- 
tion havms  been  ordered,  was  put,  and  carriedf 
without  a  fflvinon. 

So  the  reK^ntion,  as  moffified,  was  agreed  to 
by  the  House. 

The  Speakbb  then  anuounoed  the  committee ; 
and  Mr.  Whitoey  was  agmn  brought  in,  the  w- 
der  read  to  him,  and  he  pnt  in  alut  of  witnesses 
he  requested  to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  Habbibon,  of  Missouri,  moved  a  reoon- 
rideration  of  the  voto  by  which  the  resolution 
in  relation  to  Mr.  Whitney  was  adopted ;  bnt 
the  motion  was  negatived — yeas  92,  nays  96, 

The  respondent  was  then  removed  from  the 
bar,  and  the  Hooae  proceeded  to  the  conddwa- 
tiw  of  othu:  badness. 


WxmnsDAT,  Febmary  15. 

Com  ofS.  M.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Whitney  bsTing  been  placed  at  the  bar, 
and  stated  hia  readiness  to  prooeed  at  onee  to 

SraAKXB  tlien  addresaed  the  re^onden^ 


Com  o/R.  m.  wytMg. 


trid. 
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and  informed  faim  tbat,  hj  an  order  of  the 
Hoase,  he  was  then  permitted  to  examine  wit- 
nesseB  before  the  Honse.  in  relation  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  against  him,  and  that  he  conld 
then  iffoceed  to  do  ao.  The  Speaker  farther  in- 
foriDM  bim  that  the  witnesses  he  had  nuoed 
had  been  sommoned. 

Hr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused, 
asked  that  the  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Mr.  Sdthkhland  objected  to  the  swearing  of 
Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr.  SaHivan  at  that  time,  be- 
oanse  be  understood  thej  wonld  be  brought  for- 
ward to  testify  as  to  the  character  of  the  accna- 
edjjtnd  that  qaestion  had  not  jet  come  np. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the 
House,  as  before  stated,  were  then  sworn,  and 
the  swearing  of  the  other  gentlemen  ddierred 
for  tiie  ivesent. 

The  honorable  Hi.  FAmimo  was  then  call- 
ed, and  the  following  qoeaHoa  propounded  to 
blmbjMr.  Kej: 

Hease  state  all  the  circumstances  attending 
the  dispute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before 
the  select  committee,  whereof  Mr.  Gablahd  is 
ohiunnan,  on  Wednesday,  the  26th  of  Jannary, 
and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct 
of,  K.  M.  'Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the 
committee,  and  Messrs.  Wise  and  Pbtion  as 
members  of  the  committee,  and  all  that  occor- 
red  on  that  ocoasioD. 

Mr.  Faibfdeld  then  sent  to  the  Clerk^s  table 
the  ftdlowing  answer  to  the  first  intwrogatory : 

At  the  oommenoement  ot  the  affair  allnded 
to  in  the  question,  the  different  members  of  the 
oommittee  were  ntuated  as  Hollows,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect :  Mr  'Whitney  sat  at  a  small  ta- 
ble in  a  corner  of  the  room,  near  the  fireplace ; 
Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  and  Mr. 
GiUet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transversely 
in  front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Earner  at  the  end  near- 
est Mr.  Whitney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  opposite 
end,  and  Mr.  Garland  and  Mr.  Peyton  Id  front, 
the  latter  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  his 
back  tamed,  or  partially  so,  towards  him— one 
proposing  interrogatories,  and  the  other  an- 
swering, in  writing ;  the  qnestions  and  answers 
bdng  handed  to  tlie  ohamnan,  and  by  him  read 
to  the  committee.  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
myself  were  dtUng  upon  a  sofii.  at  the  ride  of 
the  fireplace  qtporitelur.'Whitney,  Mr.iBerce 
and  Mr.  Johnson  were  not  present. 

When  the  churman  read  the  answer  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  the  interrt^atory  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
both  of  which  have  been  published,  the  latter 
turned  towards  Mr.  Garland,  without  rising 
from  his  seat,  wd  said,  *'Mr.  Cbunnan,  I  wish 
yon  to  inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  in- 
salt  me  in  his  answers ;  if  he  does,  God  damn 
bim,  I  will  take  his  life  upon  the  spot."  He 
then  rose  and  turned  towards  "Mr.  'Whitney, 
and  said,  "  X  want  ^on  to  understand,  sir,  that 
I  tMra.  no  moteotion  finm  the  ocmstitation ; 
and  If  yon  msiQt  me,  you  damned  dofL  I  will 
take  yonr  life."  Mr.  Wise  rose,  and  advanced 
to  the  ride  ctf  Ur.  Peyton,  and,  aiddresring  Mm- 


[FoBUBT,  1837. 

selfto  Mr.  Whitney,  sud,  "  Tea,  this  damned  in- 
solence is  insufferable.^'   Mr.  Garland  and  other 
members  of  the  committee  were,  daring  this 
time,  endeavoring  to  preserve  cwder  and  to  , 
prevent  an  affiray.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from 
Mr.  Whitney,  and,  standing  with  his  back  to 
the  fire,  said,  by  way  of  soliloquy,  or  withont 
addressing  himself  to  any  one  in  particular, 
"  Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked 
respect — <lamn  him — I  hare  treated  him  jast  as 
if  he  had  been  a  genUeman ;  to  be  thus  msnlfc- 
ed  by  a  danmed  tbief  and  robber  I  danm  him, 
he  shan't  do  it,"   While  uttering  the  last  words 
of  this  sentence,  he  became,  apparently,  more 
excited,  and  turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  who 
rose  and  said  be  claimed  the  protection  of  the 
oommittee  while  be  was  before  it,  when  Mr. 
Peyton  s^d,  "  God  damn  yoo,  you  shan't  speak 
—yon  shan't  say  a  word  while  yon  are  in  this 
Twnn;  if  yon  do,  I  will  put  yon  to  death,"  and 
made  towards  mm,  at  uie  same  time  putUng 
his  hand  in  his  bosom.   Mr.  Wise,  who  had 
previously  gone  round  the  long  table,  and  plac- 
ed himseir  near  Mr.  Whitney,  here  interp(»ed ; 
and  be,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  iir.  "Whitney,  and  Mr. 
MartiUj  who  was  by  his  side,  endeavored  to 
calm  bun,  and  to  prevent  his  going  towards  Tix. 
Whitney.    Mr.  Wise  said,  "Don't,  Peyton; 
damn  him,  he  is  not  worui  yonr  notice,"  or 
words  to  that  effect.   Judge  Martin  here  mov- 
ed that  the  examination  of  the  witness  be  sos- 

einded.  Mr.  Earner  owosed  it;  and,  addreas- 
g  himself  to  the  chMnnan,  went  on  to  make 
some  remarks,  but  I  do  not  distinctly  retxdleot 
them. 

Mr.  P^ton  thai  resmned  his  seat,  but  soon 
turned  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  and  sud,  "  Danm 
him,  his  eyes  are  on  me.  God  damn  him,  he  is 
looking  at  me — ^he  shan't  do  it — damn  hun,  he 
shan't  look  at  me."  Mr.  Hamer  made  some 
further  remarks,  wbeii  Mr.  Garland  suggested 
that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room; 
which  he  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apoli^ized  to 
the  committee,  and  Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  res- 
olution which  has  been  published ;  on  the  pas- 
sage of  which,  Mr.  'Whitney  was  recalled,  and 
the  resoluticm  was  oommunicated  to  him  by  the 
chairman,  Mr.  Wbttn^  sidd,  that  if  he  had 
done  any  thing  which  the  committee  considered 
disrespectful,  he  regretted  it,  and  apdof^zed 
for  it.  Another  internwatory  was  rawposed  to 
him,  which  he  answered;  and  tben  the  oommit- 
tee rose. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  "What  was  }St, 
Whitney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before 
the  committee ;  was  any  indecorum  or  disre- 
spect on  bis  part  towards  the  Gommitte&  or 
any  member  of  it,  observed  or  compluned  o^  or 
in  any  manner  censured  by  the  committee ! 

Answer,  With  the  exception  of  the  answer 
in  writing  of  Mr.  'Whitney,  which  was  the  sub- 
ject of  a  resolution  introdnoed  by  Mr,  Earner, 
and  adopted  by  the  committee,  I  saw  nothing 
of  81^  indecorom  or  disrespect  on  his  part,  to 
the  oommittee,  or  any  member  ot  it;  nor  did 
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I,  at  aoy  time,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to 
the  affair  alluded  to,  hear  anj  complaint  on  the 
part  of  aoj  member  of  the  oonimittee. 

Third  qaestion  by  Counsel.  Please  state 
whether  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throogh- 
oat  the  whole  of  the  anbappy  scene  in  qaestion, 
was  or  was  not  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing ; 
whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest,  by  de^, 
word,  or.  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gestare,  any  disposition  to  assaolt  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  deBoribe  snoh  drcnmstanoes  of  his  pos- 
ture and  nuuintf  as  maj  go  to  s^ow  whether 
he  meditated  assaolt,  or  stood  on  the  defiuisive 
merely. 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatMy.  So  far 
as  I  saw  or .  heard,  apon  the  occasion  allnded 
to,  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  cool,  col- 
lected,  and  forbearing.  I  heard  him  say  nolJi- 
ing  bat  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of 
what  I  saw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  during 
nearly  the  whole  time,  several  gentlemen  were 
staading  or  moviog  between  myself  and  Mr. 
'Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was  principally 
confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  oanoot  say  that  Mr. 
'Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  of  assault 
towards  Mr.  Peyton ;  bnt  I  can  say  that,  if  he 
did,  I  did  not  see  it. 

Plitt  qnestion  by  Mr.  Oaisoov,  of  Kentaoky. 
IKd  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent 
any  collision  between  Mr,  Peyton  and  R.  M. 
Whitney,  by  stepping  in  between  them,  and 
laying  his  bauds  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  and  pusldng 
him  back  from  his  posiUoa  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have 
stated  in  my  first  answer ;  he  lud  bis  hand  ni>- 
on  Mr.  Peyton's  breast,  and  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent any  collision  between  him  and  Mr.  Whit- 
n^.  I  do  not,  however,  recollect  Uiat  he 
poshed  him  back. 

Second  qnestitm  by  Hr.  Calbook,  of  Eeo- 
tncky.  Bid  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  re- 
quest the  manbers  of  the  committee  not  to  rise 
until  after  a  snffldeut  time  was  allowed  after 
the  examination  of  B.  U.  Whitney  was  closed 
to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  with- 
oat  the  presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain 
them?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  same 
time,  declare  that  bis  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties  7 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
qoestioo. 

Third  qneetion  by  Jlr.  GAXjaooN,  of  Eentncky. 
Bid  Mr.  wise  do  more  than  denoanee  the  inso- 
lence of  B.  M.  Whitney  to  the  oommittee? 
And,  in  attempting  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did 
hedomorethanto  say  to  him  Uiat  K.  H.  Whit> 
ney  was  not  worth  his  notice  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  what 
I  have  described  in  my  first  answer.  His  object 
in  going  round  the  long  table,  and  taking  his 
stand  near  Hr.  Whitney,  I  only  know  firom  his 
ptr.  inse*s)  statement  made  in  this  Home.  I 
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did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  asmming  an 
attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitney. 

Four  th  qaestiim  by  Mr.  Oalhoon,  of  Kentucky. 

Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treat  R.  M.  Whitney  with  perfect  respect  in 
his  examination  befim  the  oonmiittee,  both  be- 
fore and  after  the  difficulty  beween  him  and 
Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  ?  And  did  not  his  ex- 
amination occupy  much  more  time;  and  were 
not  most  of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr. 
P6yt<m  after  the  oifDcolty  oocnrred  ? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole 
question,  except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in 
whieh  the  qnestionfl  were  proposed  to  Tte. 
Whitney.  In  regard  to  that  I  do  not  recollect 
distinctly. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr,  Calhoon,  of  Eentod^. 
Had  you  or  bad  you  n<]t  seen  Mr.  Whitney^a 
card  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  of  January  last^ 
which  is  as  IoIIowb  : 

"  A  Gakq.— During  the  last  sesdon  of  Congress,  it 
became  Decessaiy  for  me  to  expose  H.  A.  Wise  <tf 
bavinf  stated,  in  the  bsU  oC  the  House,  a  bise  &lse- 
hood  m  relation  to  myselC 

"  In  tbe  Globe  of  this  rooming  it  Is  reported  that 
Balie  Peyton,  the  Siamese  companion  Wise,  for 
twelve  months  past,  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slan- 
der, said  that,  *  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  agent  alluded  to,  Hr,  Taney,  the  former  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasurjr,  would  not  recommend  him  as 
an  agent  of  the  deposit  banka*  No  one  can  mis- 
take that  it  is  myself  alluded  to  by  Ur.  P. 

"  I  diallenge  Ur.  Peyton  to  adduce  a  angle  pardde 
of  proof  to  sustain  the  above  asserUon;  and,  for 
having  nutde  it  without  proof,  I  pronounce  fahn  a 
calumniator,  and  guilty  of  utterii^  a  base  fiUsdMod ; 
this,  too,  like  Wise,  while  dueUed  Us  c(HiBtitaF- 
tional  privilege. 

**If  any  one  who  does  not  knowme  wishes  to 
asoertdn  my  duvaoter,  I  them  to  ddzensof 
those  {daces  In  whidi  I  have  passed  many  years  of 

my  lif&   

"R  H.  WHTTNinr. 

**  Wedtutiaif,  ah  JoMorg,  18S7." 

And  do  yon  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr. 
Peyton  had  seen  s^d  card,  or  was  informed  of 
its  contents  t   And  did  not  the  answer  to  the 

anestion  which  preceded  tbe  difficulty  involve 
le  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card  of  JSr. 
Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  toe  the 
ottering  of  which  he  pnmonnced  Ur.  Peyton  a 
calumniator! 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, alloded  to,  and  bdieve,  from  a  remark  I 
heard  Ur.  P^ton  make  in  the  committee  rooai. 
that  he  also  had  seen  it  The  question  referred 
to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  I  did  rMard  as 
involving  the  truth  of  the  charges  wbion  called 
out  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

First  question  byMr.  Inoebsoll.  What  Ian- 
gnage  did  R.  H.  Whitney  use  immediately  b&- 
fore  the  interpoeiUon  of  Mr.  Peyton  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  Imow  that  Mr.  Peyton  bi- 
terposed  at  ^  aal  onderstand  tbatTord.  I 
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cannot,  therefore,  answer  the  quesUou  aito  the 
language  nsed  by  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  qaesticoi  ^J^''-  Isqebsoxx.  What 
language  did  B.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately 
bemre  the  witoesa  says  "  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and 
addressed  the  difdrman ! " 

Answer,  If  the  question  refers  to  what  was 
said,  my  answer  is,  that  Mr.  Whitney  said 
nothing  that  I  recollect.  If  it  refers  to  the 
written  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  cannot  an- 
swer it  without  referring  to  the  Journal  of  the 
oommittee.  It  has,  however,  been  correctly 
published. 

Question  by  Mr,  Bell.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
was  called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  the  first  remark  made  by  him  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Whitneji  did  he  not  take  his 
seat,  and  eontinne  utting  onm  Mr.  Whitney 
rose  and  commenced  speuing? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  took 
his  seat,  but  cannot  aaj  whether  it  was  when 
called  to  order  hy  the  chmrman.  I  do  not  re- 
collect of  Mr.  Whittiey'i  ridog  but  once  prior 
to  his  withdrawing ;  and  that,  according  to  my 
present  recollectioo,  was  before  the  time  alluded 
to  in  this  question. 

first  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was 
not  the  deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a 
man  who  did  not  intend  to  make  an  attack,  but 
desired  to  deter  another,  and  make  him  desist 
from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed, treated  Mr.  Whitney  with  respect  pri(»r  to 
the  f^e  of  this  difBcnlly.  After  the  answer 
of  Mr.  Whitney  was  read  by  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Peyton  was  Tery  much  ezdted,  and  at  one  time, 
certainly,  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  punish  Mr, 
Whitney  for  his  alleged  insiut. 

Second  question  by  Committee,  What  was 
Qie  question  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  an- 
swer thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory ;  and  what  was 
the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to  by 
you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory ; 
and  will  yon  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received 
in  connection  with,  and  as  part  o^  your  answer 
to  s^d  interrogatory  ) 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  forego- 
ing second  question  ct  Committee.] 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Bbll.  When  Mr. 
Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance 
across  a  line  drawn  from  his  cti^  towards  the 
fireplace,  cutting  him  off  from  Reuben  M,  Whit- 
ney f  Oould  you,  at  the  instant  of  time  when 
Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney  f  If  yes,  was  it  not 
thrast  into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  fiwt  ad- 
vanced? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Pey- 
ton rose  tbe  second  time,  but  think  it  was  not 
until  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  or  about  that  time. 
When  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom, 
he  had  Just  tamed  from  ■  standing  postore,  as 
I  have  described  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
temwatory  I  doubt  whether  at  that  time  I 
oould  see  Mr.  Whitney's  right  hand ;  but  if  I 
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could,  I  do  not  recollect  of  seeing  it  in  the  po- 
sition described  by  the  question.  My  answer 
is  the  same  with  regard  to  Mr.  Whitaey^B  IcA 
foot 

Third  question  of  Mr.  Bell,  Did  you  occu- 
py a  position  which  enabled  you  to  see  the  of- 
fensive look  or  scowl  of  the  witness,  B.  M, 
Whitney,  which  be  cast  upon  Mr,  Peyton,  if 
any^  at  the  time  of  hondmg  his  answer  to  tho 
chairman  f 

Answer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Ur. 
Whitney  was  handed  to  the  chiurman,  I  sat 
nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  with  nothing  in- 
terposing. My  attention,  however,  was  fasten- 
ed almost  entirely  upon  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr,  Bell.  Did  not  Mr. 
Peyton  complain  that  the  witness^  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, had  insulted  him  by  his  look  at  the  time  I 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  If  it  had  been 
Mr.  Peyton's  intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upw 
Mr.  Whitney,  had  he  not  ample  time  to  do 
so? 

Answer.   He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  Bell.  What  nnmber 
of  interrogatories  were  propounded  by  Ur. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  B.  M.  Whitney !  How 
many  before,  and  how  many  after,  the  qaestion 
and  answer  wliich  gave  rise  to  the  alterootioD 
alluded  to  ?  Did  ^ou  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  rei^peared  before  the  swd  committee,  on 
the  part  of  either  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton  t 
State  whether  they,  and  each  them,  ud  not 
treat  bim  witii  the  courteqr  due  a  witness,  as 
well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  port  of  the  question  relating 
to  the  number  (^intorogatories,  and  the  time 
when  they  were  proposed,  I  will  answer  after  I 
have  had  an  opportonity  to  refer  to  the  joumal 
of  the  committee.  I  did  not  apprehend  insult 
or  personal  violence  to  Mr.  Whitney,  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  the  for- 
mer reappeared  in  tbe  committee  room.  Hr. 
Peyton's  excitement  bad  then  subsided.  I  have 
dready  stated  that,  prior  and  sabaeqnent  to 
this  occurrence,  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton 
treated  Mr.  Whitn^  re^iectfially  in  the  com- 
mittee rocnn. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  Bsu.  Was  then 
not  a  role  of  the  e<Hnmittee  that  aU  questions 
should  be  reduced  to  writing,  and  propounded 
tiirough  tiie  ohairman  to  witness,  if  not  object- 
ed to  ny  a  member  of  the  committee ;  and  that 
all  answers  of  witness  i^onld  be  returned  in 
writing  throngh  the  same  channel  ?  And  was 
it  not  remarked  by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness 
must  answer  in  writing,  and  that  be  should  not 
address  the  committee  m  any  other  way  ? 

Answer.  There  is  such  a  rule ;  but  I  do  not 
recollect  the  remark  of  Mr.  Peyton  siqiposed  in 
the  qnestion. 

Eighth  questi<ni  of  Mr.  Beix.  Had  or  had 
not  sud  witness  refbsed  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one 
above  alluded  to^  tmaraoterian^  them  asinqnis- 
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itorial,  which  questions  had  been  decided  hy 
tiie  coDimittee  as  proper  to  be  propoimdedt 

Amwer.  Ur.  .Whitney  had  reftised  to 
answor  many  questions  proposed  by  Ur.  Pey- 
ton, charactenziD^  them  as  inqaisitoriol. 
Thongh  the  committee  permitted  these  ques- 
tions to  be  pnt,  I  understood  that  the  commit- 
tee reserved  the  question  as  to  the  obligation  of 
the  witness  to  answer  them,  in  case  he  did  not 
choose  Toltmtarily  to  do  so. 

The  Sergcant-at-arms  was  then  directed  to 
conduct  Mr.  ^fhitney  from  the  bar. 


TncBSDAT,  February  16. 

Cote  qf  S.  Jf.  TFAiftuy. 

Ur.  Whitney  being  placed  at  the  bar  of  the 
HoQM,  the  examination  the  honorable  Wt, 
Fairvikld  was  continued. 

Sixth  question  of  Ur.  Bell.  "What  nunber 
of  intcrn^tories  were  propounded  by  Ur. 
Peyton  to  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney  t  How 
many  before  and  bow  many  after  the  question 
and  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  altercation 
allnded  to !  Did  yon  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when 
he  re&^)eared  before  said  committee,  on  the 
part  at  either  Ur.  Wise  or  Ur.  Pevton  ?  State 
whether  they,  and  each  of  tbetOf  did  not  treat 
him  vith  the  conrteqr  dne  a  wlbieas,  as  well 
after  as  before  that  oooarrence. 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficulty  allnded  to  in 
the  question,  Ur.  Whitney  had  appeared  before 
the  committee,  January,  12th,  ISth,  and  14th, 
when  fourteen  interrogatories  were  propounded 
to  him,  principally  by  Ur.  Peyton.  On  the 
25th,  ten  interrt^tories  were  propounded,  the 
dgfath  being  the  one  which  called  forth  the 
onenrive  answer.  He  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee agun  on  the  26th  of  January,  when 
thirty-eight  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
oil  by  Ur.  Peyton  but  one. 

Ur.  OHOiaoa's  second  question  in  behalf  of 
the  committee.  What  was  the  qnesdon  put  to 
Ur.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to  which 
yon  refer  in  your  answw  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory ;  and  what  was  the  vote  of  the  committee, 
also  referred  to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  tiie 
aame  interrogatory :  and  will  yon  now  set  this 
forth,  to  be  received  in  connection  with,  and  as 
part  of,  your  answer  to  said  intern^tory  ? 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to 
were  as  follows,  viz :  "  Did  yon  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage 
you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contemplated ; 
or  did  he  podtively  refuse  to  recommend,  re- 
eelve,  or  countenance  yon  in  that  capacity, 
while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partaentf* 

"Answer.  I  deoUne  answering  this  interroga- 
tory, more  particularly  as  the  mdividual  pro- 
poniidtng  it  baa  asserted,  pontively  and  publicly, 
that  the  substance  the  latter  part  of  ^  is 
tme^bqiiiiiiiiigTith'ordidhe,'  fto^  therelore^ 
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Imng  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  wit- 
ness. I  thiuK,  in  justice,  that  the  inmvidoal 
who  has  nude  the  allegation  should  be  called 
to  produce  his  proof." 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  '*  that  the 
foregoing  answer  to  the  16th  question  be  return- 
ed to  the  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  inter- 
rogatory and  disreqteotfnl  to  a  member  of  the 
committee." 

Ninth  question  of  Ur.  Bsll.  Did  not  the 
resolution  of  the  committee,  returning  the 
answer  of  the  witness  (Whitney)  as  diarefpect* 
f ul  to  a  member  of  the  comnuttee,  pass  with- 
out a  dissenting  vc^oe  ? 

Answer.  It  did. 

Tenth  question  <tf  Ur.  Bell.  Look  upon  the 
journal  <h  the  committee,  at  page  84,  and  say 
on  what  day  the  ISth  interrogatory  was  pro- 
pounded. Did  not  sud  witness  (Whitney)  re- 
turn and  continue  his  examination,  as  has  been 
stated  in  your  answer  jtrat  ^vent  Loolc  upon 
the  joumu  at  page  108,  and  state  whether  sud 
witness  did  not  voluntarily  return  and  file  writ- 
ten communications,  as  set  forth  in  pages  f^om 
99  to  102,  inclusive,  as  follows,  namely :  [Here 
follows  a  correspondence  between  R.  IL  Whit- 
ney, J.  0.  Wilkms,  J.  D.  Befts,  and  John  Till- 
aon,  Jr.]  State  whether  Ur.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  said  witness  two  other  Interrogi^ 
tories  at  page  108,  and  recdve  ansvars  as 
thendn  set  forth,  in  addition  to  the  qnestiona 
and  answer?  aDuoed  to  in  your  last  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  internsatory  was 
propounded  January  26th.  Ur.  Whitney  re- 
turned, and  Uie  examination  waa  continued,  as 
I  have  before  stated.  Ur.  Whitney  also  volun- 
tarily returned  and  filed  the  communications, 
as  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  102,  inclauve, 
ayupposed  in  the  question.  Two  other  qaes- 
tions  were  proposed  at  this  time  by  Ur.  Peyton, 
as  set  forth  in  page  108  of  the  journal  of  the 
committee.  They  were  accidentally  omitted  by 
me  in  my  former  answer,  not  having  rec^ved 
the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th  pwe. 

Eleventh  question  of  Ur.  Bxix.  Did  Ui. 
Peyton  take  any  exception  to  that  part  <tf  his 
answer  which  alleges  an  inrinuation  in  inter- 
rogatories Hos.  40  and  42,  propounded  by  Um! 

Answer.   Not  to  ijij  recollection. 

Twelfth  juration  of  Ur.  Bell.  Please  ex- 
amine the  interrogatories  OTopounded  by  Ur. 
Peyton  to  the  witoess,  (Whitney,)  and  the 
answers  tliereto,  commencing  witii  No.  1,  and 
including  the  following  numbers  designated  by 
a  cross  on  the  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  nimished,  and  say  if  the  coarse 
of  tiie  witness  was  not  considered  disrespect- 
ful to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  Ur. 
Peyton. 

Answer.  I  ^d  not  conrider  the  answers  of 
Ur.  Whitney,  alluded  to,  as  disrespectftil  either 
to  the  committee  or  Ifir.  Feyt<m,  inasmuch  as 
my  opiidtm  has  been,  from  the  beginning,  that 
he  was  under  no  legal  obligation  to  answer  the 
interrogatories,  or  most  of  them;  andasloon- 
idder  theterm  "inqai8itOTial"to  be  used  in  a 
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technical  sense,  and  not  with  a  dispo^tton  to 
be  ancourteous  to  the  committee,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  it 

Thirteenth  qaestion  of  Kr.  Bell.  Did  not 
Chief  Jo&tice  Tan^,  in  his  evidenoe  before  the 
committee,  disprove  the  allegation  of  the  wit- 
ness in  his  letter  to  Hr.  Dnsne,  late  Secretary 
of  the  Treasary,  bo  far  as  relates  to  his  having, 
at  any  tjme,  recommended  him  (Whitney)  as  a 
fit  person  to  be  an  agent  of  the  deposit  banks 
or  of  the  Treasury ! 

Answer.  Chief  Jnstice  Taney's  evidence  is 
not  before  me,  and,  if  it  were,  it  might  perhaps 
be  questioned  whether  it  was  competent  for  me 
to  say  what  degree  of  evidence  amounts  to 
proof.  For  a  fiirther  answer  of  the  question,  I 
refer  to  the  letter  of  Ur.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Taney,  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion, both  of  which  are  in  the  possesnon  of  the 
committee. 

fV)nrteenth  question  of  tfr.  Bkix.  How  far 

was  Mr.  Peyton  sitting  ft-om  the  witness  (Whit- 
ney) at  tiie  time  of  t£e  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  to  which  you  have  alluded!  State, 
also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not  sitting  nearer 
to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
committee.  Statb,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton 
was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his 
hand  m  his  bosom,  and  when  Mr.  Wise  ap- 
proached him. 

Answer.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
occurrence  alluded  to,  Mr.  Peyton  was  sitting 
within  a  few  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  say  three  to 
riz  feet,  and  was  nearer  Mr.  Whitney  than 
any  other  member  o£  the  committee.  I  think 
Ur.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  tiie  time 
named  in  the  questicm,  but  was  endeavoring  to 
advance,  and  was  resisted  in  so  dohig  principal- 
ly by  Mr.  Wise.  • 

fifteenth  questi<»i  of  Mr.  Bbll.  Have  yon, 
or  any  other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had 
any  conversation  with  tlie  said  B.  M.  Whitney 
aince  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  1  If  so, 
did  he  inform  yon  then  that  he  was  alarmed, 
and  ihBt  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the 
couree  which  he  has  done  in  this  matter  ?  State 
all  he  said  in  relati<Ma  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives 
which  indaoed  his  course  upon  this  occa^on. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation 
others  have  bad  with  Mr.  Whitn^  upon  this 
Bul^ect.  I  have  had  none.  I  had  no  acquaint- 
ance witii  Mr.  WhitDey  [oior  to  being  appointed 
on  the  sdect  oommittee,  and  have  since  care- 
fiilly  abstained  iVom  conversation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occasion,  however,  since  tihe  occur- 
rence of  the  2dt}i  of  January,  I  was  in  the 
company  of  lib-.  Whitney  a  few  minutes,  who 
made  some  remarks  upon  the  subject,  not  ad- 
dressed to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I  can 
reooUeot  them,  they  were,  in  substance,  that 
he  was  not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time 
alluded  to ;  that  he  (Whitney)  was  not  armed 
at  tiie  time,  but  intended,  if  Mr.  Peyton  had 
drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  -  forward, 
eaught  his  arm,  and  flnng  hmi  into  the  fire- 
pkce.  This  was  befim  he  bad  srat  a  petition 
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to  the  House,  and  before  his  arrest  for  aa.  al- 
1^^  contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  Renoiub.  In  the  sab* 
sequent  ezaminatioDs  before  the  coroniitt.ee  to 
whidi  B.  K<  Whitney  was  pleased  to  sabmit, 
after  the  occurrence  between  him  and  Mr.  P^- 
ton,  did  he  exhibit  fears  of  personal  vicdenoo 
from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  any  other  member  cf 
the  committee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  no  indicatitms  of  &tr 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  Rkkchkb.  Was  the 
conduct  of  ur.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  of 
the  committee,  calculated  to  create  such  fearst 

Answer.  Excepting  the  lame  of  the  occur- 
rence of  the  26th  of  Jannazy,  I  answer  nega- 
tivdy. 

Fourth  question  by  Counsel  IMd  Mr.  Win 
at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what 
was  his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and 

placing  himself  near  the  accused,  as  stated  in 
your  answer  to  the  first  interrt^atory  ?  Tfjm, 
what  did  he  say  was  his  purpose  ^  And  was 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  l>een 
closed? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Wise 
made  the  statement  alluded  to,  in  this  Hoose^ 
on  I  think  Saturday^  the  4th  of  February.  My 
information  was  derived  from  conversation  with 
members  who  were  present,  and  from  the  re- 
port of  his  remarks  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli* 
gencer  of  this  city.  I  think  the  testamooy  of 
Mr.  WMtney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

fifth  question  by  ConnseL  In  your  for^mog 
answers,  toudiing  the  intemwttories  propooDO- 
ed  to  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  committee,  do 
you  refer  to  any  qnestions  put  to  Mr.  Wbtta^ 
by  Mr.  Peyton^  or  by  others  of  the  committee, 
or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refusals  to  answer, 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  journal  of  the 
committee,  and  found  in  the  pnnted  oopy  of 
that  journal  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories ;  and  is  that  a  copy  printed  by  ordw 
of  the  committee  f  If  so^  annex  the  whole  of 
it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  qnesticflis 
and  answers,  and  refusals  to  answer,  whkh 
have  been  published  by  the  committee,  and  to 
them  alone.  I  annex  the  Jonmolf  so  nr  as  it 
has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee: 

[Here  follow  £n>m  pages  1  to  112,  incla- 
sive,  of  printed  journal  of  the  select  committee.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evi- 
dence of  Chief  Jnstice  Taney,  and  also  thatitf 
Mr.  Duane,  recorded  in  the  journal  (tf  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  is ;  but  I  have  rua 
my  eye  rapidly  over  the  printed  journal,  snd 
do  not  find  the  evidence  there. 

Seventh  qnostion  by  Conusd.  Was  Mr. 
Whitney  present  at,  or  ever  ^prised  ot^  the 
examination  of  Chief  Jnstice  Taney  or  Ut, 
Duane,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evidence^  or 
ever  afforded  an  opportunity  to  pot  qaatiaii 
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to  eithOT,  in  explanation  of  their  evidence,  or 
to  adduce  any  corroboration  of  hb  ovn,  in  case 
mny  discrepancy  shonld  appear  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present,  nor  was  he 
apprised  of  the  examination  of  Hr.  Tanej  and 
Mr.  Diiane,  to  my  knowledge. 

[laterrogatories  similar  to  those  put  to  the  first 
witness  (Mr.  Fairfidd)  were  also  addressed  to  Hr. 
Dmer,  and  reedved  dmHar  answers  as  ftr  aa  tiie 
kDoirie^  of  Hr.  Hanm  went] 


FBIDA.T,  Febmary  17. 
Ca$e  of  B.  M.  WAUneif—MT.  Mamet^t 
Testimony. 

First  qnestioo  by  Mr.  Fetton.  Have  yon 
heard  any  member  of  thia  House  declare  that 
any  prooeediog  should  be  adopted  or  proseonted 
to  bring  the  oooarrencea  in  the  committee,  on 
tb«  SDu  of  January,  to  tiie  notice  of  the 
Hoiuet  And  if  yes,  state  whether  yon  have 
beard  aodi  an  opinimi  exivesaed  by  many  of 
ibn  members  of  uie  House;  and,  also,  wh^er 
any  them  soggested  that  proceedings  agidnst 
R.  K  Whitney,  for  a  eontemptr  would  be  a 
proper  mode  of  effecting  that  ooject. 

ICr.  TcBBtLL  said  he  was  nnder  the  neoea«1y 
of  ot^ecting  to  thia  interrogatory,  as  he  con- 
ridered  it  a  very  improper  inqniry  to  make. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were— yeaa  89,  nays  84. 

So  the  Hoase  detemdned  the  interrogatory 
dioald  be  put 

Hr.  Hajob  then  sent  to  the  ObtSr  t3ie  fbUow- 
log: 

Annrer.  I  have  heard  some  memhera  say 
tbat  the  proceedings  alluded  to  on^t  to  be 
bmoc^t  brfore  the  House;  that  i^uinv  has 
not  been  expressed  to  me  by  many  memben. 
I  have  not  heard  any  one  eay,  ao  fiur  as  I  now 
reetAIeet,  tiiat  proceedings  ogidnst  B.  11.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  oe  a  proper  mode 
of  effboting  that  oijeet. 

First  interrogatory  hy  Mr.  Wub.  IVom  the 
fiwta  within  your  knowledge,  or  from  remarks 
made  to  you,  or  in  your  presence,  by  members 
of  thia  House,  or  by  B.  M.  Whitney,  have  yon 
a  donbt  at  the  fact  that  this  inTeeugation  was 
and  is  intended,  by  said  members  and  said 
Whitney,  to  affect  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  t 
State  all  the  facts  and  cironmstances,  the  con- 
Tersations  and  meetings,  the  remarks  of  mem- 
bers, or  of  said  Whitney,  which  go  to  show 
that  aneh  is  the  otjeot  of  those  conoemed  in 
the  same. 

Mr.  T0BRILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeaa  iiy  najB  09. 

So  the  Honse  detemuned  tlie  interrogatory 
shonld  not  be  put 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Wist  Do  you 
know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  infor- 
malion  dwived  from  the  President  himself,  or 
any  member  or  members  with  whom  he  may 
hare  eonsolted  or  advised,  or  to  whom  be  tnay 
have  soggeeted  an  <^ini<m,  as  to  the  prooeed- 


(H.orB. 

inga  upon  the  report  of  the  select  committee, 
whether  he  (the  President  of  the  United  Statee) 
has  not  advised  and  recommended  to  members 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  the 
Honse  in  this  matter  of  aUeged  contempt ;  and 
whether  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
asrign  as  a  reason  for  that  eonrse,  that  it  would 
try  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  In 
the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Gariand  la  diair- 
man,  ui^ng  that  it  was  necessary  to  condemn 
that  conduct  • 

Wr.  Yandebpokl  asked  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeaa  68, 
nays  112. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory be  not  proponnded  to  the  witness. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Pkyton.  Have 
you  beard  any  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whit- 
ney would  refuse  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, so  as  to  give  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  the  transaction  benve  the  committee,  or 
any  word  or  expr^on  to  that  effect ;  and  have 
yon  known  any  members  of  this  Honse,  and  If 
yea,  who,  state  that  they  bad  counselled  with 
Whitney  as  to  the  wano  he  should  pursue ;  or 
have  yon  known  any  member  of  this  House 
counsel  with  said  Whitney  as  to  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  him,  either  liefore  the  Honse  or 
the  committee  ?  State  fully  all  yon  know  on 
this  subject 

Hr.  TuBBrLL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Ur.  BonsBTSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  76,  nays  91. 

So  the  House  determined  that  this  interaogfr* 
tory  should  not  1m  pnt 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  Frtov.  Have 
yon  heard  any  members  of  thia  Honseu  and  If 
yea,  who,  state  that  hy  oonunendng  this  pro- 
ceeding against  Whitney  in  the  House,  the 
whole  conduct  and  declarations  of  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  into  disgrace  before  the 
nation ;  or  any  expressions  or  declarations  to 
that  effect  ;  and  that  they  would  vote  for  the 
investigation  with  a  view  to  that  object? 

Mr.  IsaBBSOLL  then  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were — ^yeas  09, 
nays  86. 

So  the  Honse  determined  that  the  interroga- 
tory be  not  pnt 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEyroK.  When 
did  yon  first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr. 
Fairfield,  whidi  he  presented  to  this  Honse,  in 
answer  to  the  first  Interrogatory  proponnded 
to  him,  or  &e  substance  of  the  same  t 

Answer.  Several  days  before  he  was  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  in  this  Honse ;  but  the  ex- 
act  date  X  do  not  remember.  I  believe  the  cmm 
shown  to  me  then  to  be  substantially  the  one 
presented  here  when  he  was  examined. 

[Smibr  hitetrogalories  with  thoaa  addiessed  to 
the  iHeoediag  witnesses,  were  thn  addrsMd  to  Hr. 
Martin,  and  were  aamcad  nbataatUly  to  the  SHite 
eObct] 
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Mr.  OiUe^t  Tminumy. 

Tvrst  qnesUoii  hj  the  Ooansel  for  the  accaaed. 
Please  stote  all  the  cironmstaDcea  attending  the 
dtspnte  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the 
select  comniittee  whereof  Kr.  Garland  is  chiur- 
man,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  January ;  and 
state  particolarly  all  that  was  said  and  done  by, 
and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  H, 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Messrs.  l^ise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committw,  and  all  that  ooourred  on  that 
occadott. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  answer  of  Hr. 
Fairfield  to  tiiis  interrogatory,  and  recollect  the 
facts  stated  by  him,  and  think  they  are  tmly 
stated;  and  I  adopt  his  answer  thereto  as  a 
part  of  my  own.  I  think  other  words  reSect- 
la^  npon  Mr.  Whitney  wore  used  by  both  Mr. 
Wise  and  Mr,  Peyton,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind 
any  that  I  am  certain  were  spoken  before  Mr. 
Whitney  retired  fh)m  the  committee  room. 

[The  remaning  portion  of  the  witness's  re- 
ply was  dmilar  to  that  ot  Ur.  Fairfield  to  the 
same  qneiy.] 

[The  iiiteiTogatOTiflR  pot  to  the  prerioos  witaesses 
vne  thai  pnt  to  Mr.  GlDet,  recdring  the  same 
smia.] 


Satdbdat,  Febniaiy  18. 
CW  of  R  U.  "WUtney, 

ICr.  WisB  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligencer, 
from  whose  notes,  uded  by  his  own  recollec- 
tion, Mr.  W.  had  written  oat  his  qteech  for  that 
jft^ ;  -which  was  agreed  to. 

Testimony  of  John  Whitahtad^  JBeporter. 

Question  by  Mr.  Wisb.  Will  yon  please  state 
whether  you  did  not  famish  Mr.  Wise  with 
yonr  notw,  as  a  reit)rter  of  the  Intelligencer, 
at  his  remarks  hi  the  House,  narrating  and  ez- 
pUuning  the  oecarraices  in  the  committee  of 
which  Mr.  Garland  is  oh^rman,  in  the  matter 
of  diffioolty  between  lb.  Peyton  and  B.  H. 
Whitney ;  and  whether  yon  can  now  Tonch  for 
the  general  correctness  of  the  report  of  these 
remarks  in  the  Intelligencer,  particularly  the 
report  of  the  paragraph  or  sentence  commenc- 
ing "Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,"  &c. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  with 
the  Kport  of  the  statement  which  he  made  to 
the  House,  narrating  the  occurrences  in  the 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman. 
I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  as  contidned  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  parUcnlarly  the  report  of  the  paragra^  com- 
mencing '*  Let  me  noV'  &«.  I  distinotly  recol- 
lect the  soitenoe  being  uttered,  viz :  "  If  he 
had  drawn  a  weapon,  it  sboold  not  h&Te  done 
its  execution." 

Mr.  Jones,  ooansel  for  the  aoonsed,  tiien  la- 
finrmed  the  Honse  that  they  had  got  throiq^ 
with  all  the  oral  testiimniy  whidi  they  pn^osed 


introducing  at  that  time,  and  said  he  held  in  bfa 
hand  certain  documentary  evidence  which  they 
intended  to  introduce.  The  evidence  alluded 
to,  he  said,  were  extracts  from  the  accredited 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Qfr. 
Wise,)  and  the  gentleman  from  Tenne^ee,  (Mr. 
Pbyton  0  which  extracts  went  to  show  the  yuo 
animo  of  the  other  proceedings  of  those  gentle- 
men a^inst  the  accused.  He  considered  this 
proposition  as  necessary  to  show  the  ^ate  of 
feeling  which  existed  in  the  breasts  of  those 
gentlemen  towards  the  accused  j  but  in  so 
doing  it  was  not  their  intention  to  matalate 
these  speeches,  and  take  small  portions  oi 
them,  but  to  lay  them  before  the  Hoose  in  a- 
tmao.  To  save  time,  however^  th^  (uly  pro- 
posed the  reading  of  snoh  portiona  of  them  as 
bore  upon  the  point  at  issue,  yet  the  whole 
speeches  were  before  the  House,  so  th^  any 
gentleman  might  examine  them  for  himself. 

Mr.  PiOKENB  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  the  proposition  to  introduce 
this  testimony  was  lost,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gholson,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  ao- 
noonced  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had 
closed,  so  far,  their  oral  testimony,  bat  dewred, 
through  him,  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the 
House.  Ihey  had  fondled  him  with  a  list  or 
memorandum  of  oertun  portions  of  thejoumal 
of  the  Select  Committee  of  which  the  Hon.  Ifr, 
Gabland,  of  Yirginia,  was  chidrman,  with  a 
request  that  a  clerk  be  directed  to  transcribe 
tliem  for  the  use  of  counsel  and  the  members. 
The  reason  of  the  request  was  this :  the  journal 
was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  withont  very  great  inconvenience,  be  spared 
from  the  printing  oflSce ;  because,  if  it  was,  it 
could  not  be  prmted  in  lime  for  the  report. 
He  therefore  moved  that  a  clerk  he  appointed 
to  make  such  extracts,  for  the  purpose  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Pattok  then  submitted  the  following 

resolution. 

Jistolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  finder  to  prose* 
cote  the  trial  of  Beoben  M.  Whitney,  for  die  con- 
tempt of  the  House  allied  to  have  been  conimittcd 
by  him,  sad  that  he  be  now  disdnfged. 

Mr.  Patton  sud  that  he  had  from  the  begin- 
ning foreseen  that  the  trial  would  assome  the 
form  and  character  which  it  had  put  on ;  that 
it  would  be  protracted  to  a  most  unreasonable  ' 
length,  by  the  introduction  of  a  vast  mass  of 
irrdevant  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an 
infinite  number  of  questions  of  evidence ;  and 
that  the  prosecution  of  the  inquiry  must  lead  to 
heated  debate,  and  probably  angry  personal  cxA- 
llsion. 

I  think  (sud  Mr.  P.)  it  must  he  sn£Bi^entij 
manifest,  if  we  attempt  to  go  on  reffularly 
throogh  this  trial,  receiving  all  that  und  of 
testimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of  investiga- 
tion which  the  decisions  <tf  the  House  ah%ady 
hU€t^thorized,  that  there  can  be  no  tennina- 
tion  of  the  case  until  the  whole  of  the  residoe 
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of  the  session,  now  barelj  snffloient  for  doing 
the  pablio  businesa  of  absolatel;'  indispensable 
neoesmty,  shall  have  been  consomed.  If  we  go 
on  tiiroQgh  the  evidence,  and  are  called  on  to 
pronounce  a  jodpneDt  on  the  merits^  we  most 
BBKC  debate  from  the  oonnsel  of  the  aocosed 
and  team  man/  members  of  the  House,  which 
it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  restrun  by 
the  means  provided  for  arresting  debate  in  an 
ordinary  case  of  legislation.  Under  these  cir- 
cnmstanoes,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some 
time  to  propose  something  which  wonld  put  a 
stop  to  the  case  witiiont  any  decisioQ  on  the 
merits.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  and 
it  may,  perhaps,  indaca  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  receive  more  fevorably  the  proposition, 
that  I  have  stadioudy  and  parposely  abstuned 
from  TOtin^  upon  any  of  tue  nomeroos  qnes- 
tiona  of  evidence,  which  have  arisen  in  tiie 
cue.  I  have  kept  myself  aloof  fmm  all  the 
excitement  whldh  I  was  sore  the  ease  mnst 
elioit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  pontion  of  that  sort,  a  cOnciliatOTj  motion, 
calcniated  to  pnt  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous 
to  the  disobai^  of  the  pnblic  legation  of  the 
oouotry,  and  to  avoid  the  necesmty  of  any  de- 
cision on  the 'merits  of  ^e  case,  might  be  ac- 
ceptably received.  I  do  verily  believe  that  if 
(me  ui^e  speech,  such  as  will  be  made,  and 
perhaps  must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  case,  shall  be  delivered  on  this  floor,  conse' 
qnences  the  most  deplorable  will  follow ;  scenes 
of  violence  and  personal  collision,  such  as  we 
are  not  accostomed  even  here  to  witness,  as 
well  as  the  raloable  time  of  the  Honae  thrown 
away  so  &r  as  necessary  l^p^ation  is  concern- 
ed, withoat  the  heme  <»  having  any  calm,  dia- 
pasaionate,  or  nseftil  determination  of  the  case 
Itself  which  is  under  trial.  Before  we  got  in- 
volved in  this  ease,  I  made  an  effort  to  prevent 
it  by  laying  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  table.  1  would  now  renew  that  propora- 
tioo,  but  the  effect  of  that  would  be  to  leave 
the  priacmer  in  custody.  I  have,  therefore,  pro- 
posed the  resoluUim  now  under  oonnderation, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  same  object : 
that  is,  to  get  rid  of  this  case  in  the  only  prac- 
ticable way,  without  coming  to  any  decision  of 
the  House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the 
■censed,  or  anybody  else,  whose  conduct  is 
direotljr  w  indirectly  implicated  In  the  triaL 
.  Kr.  Wm  inqidred  whethe^  befinv  the  coim- 
■el  fiv  the  aconsed  had  ocmclnded  thdr  ezam- 
inatioUf  it  was  in  order  to  move  such  a  reeoln- 
tioa  without  first  moving  to  su^end  the  rules. 

The  Chaib  said  the  counsel  for  tiie  accused 
had  coocloded  the  examination  of  witnesses,  as 
he  understood. 

Tttiimonff  of  the  Bimon^U  Jama  Oarland. 

First  qnesUon  by  the  Oounsel  for  the  accused, 
Flease  state  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
dispute  and  disorder  that  occnrred  before  the 
Select  Cknnmittee  whereof  Mr.  Garland  is  diair- 
man,  on-  Wednesday,  the  26th  <tf  January,  and 
state  partionlaily  all  that  was  s^  and  dime  by, 
Ycfc.  YTTIf— 10 


and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  o^  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee, 
and  Uessrs.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that 
occasion. 

Answer.  The  transaction  now  investigating 
took  place  on  the  night  of  the  26th  day  of  Jan- 
uary last.  Peyton  had,  without  objection 
by  the  committee,  proposed  to  Mr.  Whitney  the 
following  interrogatory :  "  Did  yon  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  B.  B.  Taney,  or 
did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  yon  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contemplated ;  or  did  he 
positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department  ? " 
which  I,  as  chairman,  propoundw.  To  this 
interrogatory  Mr.  WhitiUT^  returned  iht  follow- 
ing answer : 

^'I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory, 
more  partionlarly  as  the  individual  propounding 
it  has  asserted,  pouUvdy  and  pnblidy,  tiiat  the 
sub^nnce  of  the  latter  part  of  it  is  true,  bef^- 
ning  with  *  or  did  he,'  Ac. ;  therefore,  being 
the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witness. 
I  think,  in  Jnstioe,  that  the  individual  who  has 
made  the  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce 
his  proof." 

AHet  1  had  sent  the  answer  to  the  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicat- 
ing strong  excitement,  remarked,  "  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  wish  you  distinctly  to  inform  this  wit- 
ness that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  answers : " 
then  rising  from  his  seat,  and  (q)proac^g  Mr. 
WMtney,  siud,  as  well  as  I  can  reooUei^  "I 
will  not  be  inndted  to  my  fiu»  by  any  damned 
thief  and  damned  robber ;  and  if  you  dare  to 
insult  me  hoe  to  my  &oe,  God  damn  jon,  I 
win  pnt  you  to  death  on  the  spot.  You  aay  in 
your  card  that  I  seek  proteiition  under  my  con- 
stitutional privileges,  but  I  will  let  yon  know 
that  I  do  not  claim  any  constitutional  privilege 
to  protect  me  against  an  insult  to  my  face,  here 
or  elsewhere."  Before  Mr.  P^ton  had  finished 
this  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  rose  from  his  seat,  which 
was  on  the  sofa,  on  the  side  of  the  room  oppo- 
site Mr.  Whitney,  and  walked  about  half  way 
across,  saying,  "  Yes ;  tlie  committee  bad  borne 
the  damned  insolence  of  that  witness  long 
enough;  it  was  insnflierable."  Ur.  Peyton  re- 
marked, "Wise,  this  is  mr  business;  Aoa?t 

Sm  hkterfere."  I  Immediately  rose,  and  s^d  to 
r.  THse,  "  WiBe,don*t  do  soj  you  are  wrong." 
Up<m  which  Mr.  Wise  immediately  returned  to 
his  seat.  When  Mr.  Wise  turned  to  resume  his 
I  immediately  turned  to  3Cr.  Peyton,  and 


remarked,  "lb.  Peyton,  you  must  observe  the 
order  of  the  committee."  Hr.  Peyton  imme- 
diately turned  from  the  witness  to  me,  and  said, 
as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  "Mj*.  Chairman,  I 
appeal  to  yon  to  say  if  I  have  not  treated  this 
witness,  from  the  b^pnning,  as  if  he  were  a 
geutleman ;  but  Pll  be  damned  if  I  will  be  in- 
sulted to  my  &oe."  He  then  took  his  seat  in 
the  cbfdr  which  I  had  oconpled,  as  I  had  taken 
theohairwld^  he  had  risen  from.  After  Ifr. 
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Peyton  and  n^self  were  both  seated,  Ur.  Whit- 
ney rose  frrnn  hU  seat,  and,  advancing  one  or 
two  etepa  towards  me,  sad,  "  Mr.  Chairman," 
uttering  two  or  three  other  words  which  I  did 
not  hear.  Before  be  had  finished  his  sentence, 
ISt.  Peyton  rose  up  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, "He  has  no  right  to  speak  here;  God 
damn  him,  he  shan't  Bpeak ;  he  most  give  his 
answers  in  writing."  Then,  taming  towards 
Mr.  Whitney,  said,  "Yon  have  no  right  to 
speak  here ;  sit  down,  sir."  I  remarked  to  Mr. 
Peyton  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  make  a 
question  touching  his  examination ;  bnt,  before 
I  finished  the  remark,  Mr.  Peyton,  very  much 
excited,  said,  "  Damn  bim,  I  have  treated  him 
as  if  be  w««  a  gentleman."  I  again  ronarked 
to  Mr.  Peyton  tbat  he  must  observe  order.  Mr. 
Wbitaey,  wbo  bad  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
"Mr.  Obiurman,  I  came  here  under  the  sum- 
mons of  the  committee.  I  its  protec- 
tion." Mr.  Peyton  add,  "Damn  him,  ne  has 
'insulted  me  to  my  face ;  damn  him,  he  looks  at 
me ;  be  shan't  look  at  me."  As  he  made  this 
remark,  appearing  very  angry,  he  put  his  right 
band  either  to  his  bosom  or  the  side  pocket  of 
bis  coat  As  soon  as  he  put  bis  hand  to  bis 
bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang  forward,  seized  Mr, 
Teyton  by  the  breast,  and  said,  "Peyton,  don't 
notice  him  ;  damn  bim,  he  is  not  worthy  of 

four  notice ; "  and  some  other  expression,  wbich 
do  not  remembor.  Mr.  Peytnt  remarked, "  I 
vin  notice  bim;  I  woold  notice  him  if  be  were 
a  damned  dog,  if  be  insulted  me  to  my  face." 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seized  bold  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
I  stepped  between  bim  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and 
Mr.  iurtin  took  bold  of  his  right  arm.  Mr. 
Wise  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or 
three  steps  towards  the  sofa,  Mr.  Peyton  en- 
deavoring somewhat  to  disengage  himself  flrom 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  MarUn,  but  Called.  About 
this  time  some  member  of  the  committee  made 
a  motion  to  suspend  tbe  examination,  and  Mr. 
Hamer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
bear,  for  my  attention  was  directed  to  tbe  par- 
ties, witii  a  view,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  colli- 
rion  by  personal  interporition.  M  this  time,  I 
remarked  to  JSi.  Whitney,  "  that  a  qnesticm 
would  arise  as  to  tbe  dispontion  (tf  bis  answer, 
and  that  he  would  bepleased  to  retire ;  wbic^ 
be  did.  After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, who  bad  been  very  much  excited,  became 
more  tranquil;  expressed  his  regret  for  the 
occurence;  ni^d.  in  extenuation,  tbe  insult 
which  he  bad  received  in  the  answer  referred 
toL  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  with 
which  it  was  accompanied,  as  the  cause  of  bis 
great  excitement,  and  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee, promising  that  thereafter  he  would  try 
and  suppress  his  feelings,  unless  grossly  and 
direct^  insulted.  Mr.  Hamer  then  stil>mitted 
the  fi^owing  motion: 

"  That  the  answer  to  tbe  IStii  question  be 
retomed  to  tbe  witness,  htHag  no  re^j  to  tbe 
intom^atory,  and  dlsreneetral  to  a  member 
ei  the  oommittee ; "  whfdi  was  nnaidmoiuly 
•adopted.  Mr.  Wise  then  called  me  to  bun,  near 
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tiie  window,  and  remarked  Hiat,  "  in  lb.  Pey- 
ton's present  state  d  feeling,  it  woidd  not  do  to 
permit  bim  and  Mr.  Wbit^  to  go  oat  of  tibe 
room  tM^her ;  if  th^  did,  be  would  not  be 
responsible  for  tiieconseqaenees;  thatitwodd 
be  beet  to  call  back  the  witn^  pemdt  lb. 
Peyton  to  ask  him  another'  qneeticw,  vUch 
would  greatly  tend  to  tranqoiUize  him,  and  then 
dischar^  tbe  witness,  without  the  comnuttee's 
a^joummg."  Itoldbimlanprovedofthepln; 
that  there  was  same  nnflniuted  business  ht&n 
the  committee,  which  I  would  call  up  wbto 
Mr,  Whitney  was  disdiarged;  and  that  he 
must  see  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the 
room;  wbitdibe  promised  be  would  do.  Tbe 
witness  was  then  called  in,  and  tbe  resolito 
of  tbe  committee  read  to  him.  After  it  mi 
read,  be  saii,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  "if  I  ban 
been  disrespectful  to  the  committee,  I  r^«tit, 
and  apc^ofpze  tor  It."  Mr.  Peyton  then  pro- 
pounded a  qnesticm,  which  ytt,  Wbita^  ta.- 
swered  in  a  reroecti^l  manner,  and  was  dis- 
charged. As  M!r.  Whitney  left  tbe  roran,  I 
called  some  unfinished  business  to  the  atijenHea 
of  the  committee,  which  detained  it  about  ten 
minutes,  and  then  it  adjourned.  In  this  mm- 
tive  Z  am  guided  by  my  memory  alona  I  ban 
given  tiie  oircnmstances  which  occarred,  and 
the  language  which  was  employed,  as  accoraUlf 
as  a  tr^oherouB  memory  will  permit.  I  do  nit 
profess  oitire  aoonraoy,  or  to  have  stated  iQ 
that  occarred. 

[The  usual  hiterrogatories  were  then  put  to  Ht 
Gariaud,  and  answered  about  u  other  witnenes  lad 
done,  as  fiw  as  Ua  knowledge  extended ;  «ft«  wUA 
Mr.  lUrfteld,  the  first  witiwai,  wis  eaUed  tad^  ad 

further  Intem^ated.] 


Monday,  February  20. 

OoBe  e/S.  jr.  WMtMg. 

Mr.  Lanb,  there  being  no  question  before  the 
House,  then  submitted  bis  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Eetolved,  That  it  is  inexpedieat  to  pnaecute  rurtber 
the  allied  oontempt  of  Reuben  H,  WUtnejuaiDet 
the  au^ority  of  this  House,  and  that  said  Wbutaey 
be  now  diachuged  from  custody. 

Mr.  Gboxaon  wished  to  know  wb^tt.tiM 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  committee  omld 
be  stopped  in  this  way. 

The  Chaib  replied  that  that  was  a  qnestim 
for  the  House,  not  the  Ohair,  to  detennine. 
'Die  witness  was  off  the  stand,  and  tbe  suae 
question  arose  the  other  day. 

Mr.  Laitb  then  said :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only 
speech  I  have  to  mi^e  on  tlus  resolntion  is  to 
move  the  pievions  question. 

Mr.  Dawson.-  lb.  Speaker,  can  a  gentlonan 
take  the  floor,  preeoit  a  resolution,  and  oall 
the  previons  question,  without  tba  power  tfaa 
House  to  amsod  itt 

TheOnAiB.  Certainly. 
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Kr.  Stobeb.  Ht.  Speaker,  the  point  of  order 
I  inquire  about  is  this :  whether  it  U  compe- 
tent for  any  member  of  thia  Hooae,  while  wis 
House  is  organized  as  a  judioi^  tribunal,  to  cut 
ofi^  by  this  guillotine  sort  of  prooesa,  the  right 
o(  the  accused  to  be  heard  bj  his  ooonseL 

The  Ohaib,  That  is  a  matter  for  the  oonnd- 
eration  of  this  Honae.  The  Hooae  m^r  vote 
aceoidhjg  to  Ita  diacretikm  or  aooradiiig  to  its 
Jadgment 

Ur.  Jones  (of  ooonml  for  the  aoensed.)  Can- 
not this  proportion  be  amended,  sir! 

The  Chair.  No  proposition  can  be  amended 
after  the  demand  for  the  previona'  question. 

Mr.  Wias.  Is  thm  not  a  witness  on  I2ie 
standi 

The  Ghaib.   There  is  not. 

Hr.  WiBK.  Has  not  the  clerk  of  the  Select 
Committee  been  summoned ! 

The  Ghaib  has  issued  a  subpoena  for  him,  but 
he  -was  not  called  on  the  stand. 

Hr.  'Wise.  Have  there  not  berai  qnesU<His 
pnmonnded  which  have  not  been  answered  f 

Mr.  Oholbon.  I  gave  the  derk  seTwteen 
interrogatories,  which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  CflAiB,  as  the  preadding  offiow  of  the 
Honse,  knows  nothing  of  it 

TeOers  having  been  iq>poInted,  the  TveTiooa 
question  was  then  seoonaed  hj  the  Hooae — 
yeas  78,  najs  64;  and  on  the  question,  "Shall 
the  nudn  question  be  now  put  ?'* 

Mr.  Obaig  asked  for  the  jeas  and  najs  ^hich 
were  ordered,  and  were—yeas  91,  nays  71. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  pot; 
and  on  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution, 

Hr.  Chapin  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  Ten— yeas  99,  mqrs 
72,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Ifeasn.  Anthoi^,  .Ash,  Btrton,  Beale, 
Bean,  BeeumODt,  Black,  Bodcee,  Bood,  Borien,  Bo- 
Tee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Bochuian,  Bums,  Bynum, 
Gbi^Hcleiur,  ^uey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Gereland, 
Colea,  (>a^^  Gnuner,  Cnuy,  Gushmui,  DoubledAy, 
Bioiwoole,  Dunlip,  Efber,  Farlm,  Fowler,  Fieu^ 
Try,  Qalbraitb,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  HajQea, 
Henderson,  Holt,  Howard,  HontiiwtOQ,  Togham, 
William  Jacks^  Jarvis,  Joseph  Jumson,  Cave 
Jfdinson,  John  W.  Jones,  Be^'amin  Jones,  Kemion, 
Eilgore,  Klingensmitb,  une,  Lansing,  Laporte,  Qid- 
eoD  Loe,  Jomua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Lojall,  Lu- 
cas, Abyafa  Mann,  William  Bfason/  May,  McEa;,  Ho- 
Keon,  MeEjm,  UcLene,  Miller,  HoDtgomeiy,  Hor* 
nn,  Owens,  Pace,  Pattetson,  Pattoo,  Dutee  J. 
Pearce,  Phelps,  J(An  ReywAit,  J<weph  EeTnolds, 
Bogen,  BtAteat^  Seynwor,  Slunn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Spngae,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomacm,  Toocot, 
TonUl,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  WaidweU, 
Ihomas  T.  WbitUesey,  Tell— 99. 

ITats. — Xesns.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bai- 
ley, Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  WUltam  B.  Oalboun,  Camp- 
bdl,  Carter,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
boine,  Clark,  Connor,  Oorwin,  Cashing,  Darlington, 
Dawson,  De berry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester, 
Graham,  Granger,  Griffin,  ffiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan, 
fiaiper,  Albert  G.  HairiBui,  OudtiM,  Hm>d,  Hoar, 
Hswdl,  Hnnt,  Hmtwriaii,  u^anoU,  Janei^  JaiUUt 


[H.  or  E. 

Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lore,  Lyon, 
Maury,  HcCarty,  McEennan,  Iferoer,  Ifilligan,  Par^ 
ker,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencber, 
Russell,  Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro, 
Thomas,  Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington, 
White,  Lewis  WUHama,  Sherrod  Wilfiams,  Tooi^— 

n. 

So  the  reaolotlon  was  adc^ted;  and  Ur. 
Whitney  was  thereapon  ordered  to  be  dis- 
oharged  fimn  custody . 

Jost  88  the  Ch^  was  annoondng  the  order 

for  the  discharge  of  the  acctised, 

Hr.  pBYTos  interposed,  and  said,  before  the 
accused  was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound 
a  qaestion  to  him,  and  that  he  be  detained  for 
that  purpose.  [Ories  of  no  1  no  I  from  all  parts 
of  the  hall.] 

Hr.  Pbtton  thereupon  moved  a  suspendon 
of  the  role,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  saying,  *'  Then  gentlemen  will  have 
an  opporttmity  of  recording  their  no  1  no  t  " 

Hr.  Hum,  of  I7ew  York,  moved  that  the 
Hooae  B^JODTD. 

Hr.  WnxuMB,  of  North  Carolina,  ai^ed  for 
the  yeas  and  naya ;  whidi  were  order^  and 
were — yeas  94,  nays  S8. 

When  the  name  of  Hr.  Wibb  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  the 
Chair,  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until 
I  aseeortidn  whether  I  am  disohaq;ed  from  pros- 
eontion  w  not 

The  HoQse  then  acfjoumed. 


WiONESDAT,  February  22. 

Seiatuing  Bank  U.  8.  NoU*. 

We,  Qalbbajtb,  tnm  the  Select  Committee 
npon  the  aobject  of  banking  operations  and  the 
reissues  of  me  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  the  notes  <tf  uie  late  Bsnk  o( 
the  United  States. 

EvEBBTT  took  this  occasion  to  dtscl^m 
any  participation  In  the  bill  or  report,  never 
having  seen  either.  The  committee  met  soon 
after  uieir  appointment  when  nothing  was  done. 
They  were  to  wut  the  call  of  their  chauman 
for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
they  had  had  a  meeting  some  days  unce,  bat 
of  this  he  had  had  no  notioe  to  attend.  Tho 
itnt  notice  he  had  was  yesterday,  when  the 
ehidrmon  said  the  committee  proposed  meeting 
that  eveiunft  at  the  lodginga  of  one  of  the 
members.  ^Sr.  £.  infonned  nim  that  be  was 
too  mndi  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening, 
bnt  would  attend  any  morning  in  the  committee 
room  at  tiie  Hooae.  Be  therefore  disclaimed 
all  share,  or  merit,  or  ree^cmdUlify,  for  tlie  bill 
or  report. ' 

Hr.  Hason,  of  Haine,  moved  that  five  thou- 
sand copies  be  printed ;  which  moticm  lies  otw. 


Seimmg  Baai  U.  8.  Slode. 
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FUDAT,  Jebroary  34. 
Selationt  with  Mexico. 

Hr.  HoTTAED,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th 
of  Febmary,  made  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  Committee  on  Foreim  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  8th  of  Februai7,  relative  to  Mexico, 
hare  had  the  same  mider  con^emtion,  and  reqiect- 
ftollr  oflbr  the  following  report. 

^e  history  of  the  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico  exhibits  an  mibrokea  saccesuon  of 
good  feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted, 
of  kind  offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  GoTem- 
ment,  following  out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects,  the 
diqwntaon  ana  widies  of  the  people.  The  first  to 
recognize  Mexico  as  an  independent  power,  the  Gov- 
eniment  of  the  UiJted  States  has  been  among  the 
first  In  the  mweating  minifestatfam  of  ftiendahip  to 
thisa^acent  North  American  <3oT«nuDrat  At  an 
carij  period  of  her  struggle  for  Independence,  the 
ports  of  tbe  United  States  were  t^n  to  her  fla^, 
eren  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  responubility  for  this 
act  of  impartial  nentrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  re- 
gret, that  on  tbe  part  of  Mexico  there  has  been  a 
foDg  train  of  fajonw  to  tbe  pnmer^  of  American 
dtixens,  and  insoltsto  tiie  iutimiaiflaR,fiir which  re- 
dress, thoo^  often  promised,  hM  aeldnn  been  ob- 
tahied. 

This  omis^oD  has  donbtleas  proceeded.  In  a  great 
measure,  from  the  muettled  condiUon  of  the  Hexl- 
can  GoTcmment,  tiie  nomeroos  and  radical  changes, 
which  bare  prevented  a  fixed  policy  from  being  per- 
Boed  in  its  foreign  affiurs.  Bat  Uie  committee  be- 
lieve that  it  baa  also  spnmg,  in  part,  from  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  form  of  our  Govenunent,  and  the  limited 
powers  of  its  executive  branch. 

Oases  mlgfat  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for 
redress,  when  made  hj  nations  whose  Executive  had 
tbe  power  of  dedarii^  war,  and  consequently  tbe 
nbtwdinate  power  of  pvlng  lam  discretionary  au- 
tbwlty  to  fla  naval  oflB^ers,  baa  been  promptly  met, 
when  the  consequences  of  refasal  were  uncertain. 
But  our  constitution  has  wisely  placed  the  war^nak- 
ing  power  in  tiie  legislative  branch  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, and  no  severe  measures  are  likely  to  be  adopted 
towards  any  fordgn  power,  unless  npon  much  delib- 
eratlon  and  repeated  Mggneaaa.  It  would  seem  to 
toOffw  from  this,  however,  that  in  [woportion  to  the 
slowness  should  be  tbe  flrmness  of  tfie  T^oe  of  the 
nation,  when  expressed  throogh  all  tbe  deputments 
of  its  Qovemment 

Those  nations  wUch  pennit  themselves  to  disre- 
gard the  remonstrances  of  the  President,  when  con- 
veyed  through  agents  appointed  by  him,  and  rely  for 
tb«r  secnrity  upon  the  limited  powers  which  our  con- 
BtitutioD  has  intrusted  to  that  officer,  most  be  tanght 
that  his  comphunta  against  iinory  and  outn^  do  but 
speak,  in  anticipation,  the  voice  of  tbe  entire  people 
of  the  country. 

It  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  limited 
powm  4^  the  President,  tiie  Government  of  Mexico 
liaa  been  enoounged  to  pmevere  in  its  course  of 
aggreeiion  by  the  general  absence  from  its  nelgbbor- 
bood  of  vessels  of  war  bel(mgins  to  the  United  States, 
the  Intenosition  of  wU(A  mi^  have  been  more  ef* 
ftotnal  than  a  dlplomatlo  note. 


[FomiArr,  1887. 

To  illnstrate  this  position,  the  committee  will  ae- 
lect,  out  of  the  many  cases  of  serious  and  flvnnt 
irijury  inflicted  upon  the  commerce  and  rights  oT  tbe 
United  States,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  repablic, 
one  of  the  very  few  in  which  that  GoTenment  lia- 
tened  to  our  demand  for  satisfaction. 

On  tiie  Sd  of  May,  1SS6,  tbe  United  States  sdnoner 
Jefiferson  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  ffirect 
from  Fensacola,  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of 
Commodore  Dallas,  ueutenant  Osbom  and  his 
boat's  crew,  who  went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  im- 
prisoned, and  the  vessel  prohibited  fnmi  entomg  tbe 
river.  A  demand  for  satisfaction  made  by  the  Amer^ 
lean  ccmsul  was  haughtily  refused.  Tbe  Jefihsoo 
left  the  port,  but  communicated  with  the  rioop<tf 
war  Grampus,  of  eighteen  guns,  which  came  to  olrtfae 
bar ;  and  on  the  fdlowing  day  there  arrived  anotber 
American  corvette,  and  both  anchored  there. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
the  prindpal  of  tbe  port,  informing  him  that,  by 
order  of  the  chief  of  the  division  on  tbe  West  Is£a 
station,  he  had  cmne  to  taxtet  into  a  cmrenxiiidaioe 
with  hhn  relative  to  the  insult  whidi  he  had  infUcted  • 
on  the  American  flag.  A  note  followed  from  tlie 
For^n  D^Mirtment  of  tbe  Mencan  Govemmem  to 
Mr.  Mis,  requestine  him  to  interpose  his  authority, 
and  order  the  vessels  to  retire.  Mr.  Ellis  very  prop- 
erly declined  to  do  so.  In  a  few  days  an  omcU 
commmiication  apprised  Mr.  Ellis  that  tbe  Mexican 
Government  had  siq)idanted  the  officer  hi  command 
at  Tampico,  "  by  substituting  in  his  stead  a  diief 
irtio,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserve 
greater  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjecta  of  for- 
eign nations  "  and  announced  that  **  a  summary  in- 
vestigation bad  been  ordered  to  be  bstituted,  wbid^ 
by  putting  In  its  true  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  GomeL 
would  wn>ly  to  him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  if 
he  should  i»OTO  culpaUe,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who 
may  have  taken  any  part  in  tbe  aAir  treated  upon," 
renewing  tbe  request  that  Mr.  Ellis  would  then  give 
his  ordere  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  squadron  from 
before  Tampico ;  which  was  done,  and  the  veseels 
departed.  The  committee  would  be  pleased  if  they 
could  stop  liere  in  tbe  narrative ;  but  they  are  com- 
pelled to  remark  that,  abortiy  afterwards,  the  iwfi- 
vidoal  whose  ponlduDent  was  thus  promtoed,  as  an 
atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  American  flag,  wu 
recalled  into  service,  and  aaalgned  to  a  coinmand 
upon  the  coast,  where  his  hostile  feelinn  migfat  agun 
endanger  the  security  of  American  cmasos  or  ^op- 

elftct  of  tUa  open  withdrawal  of  tbe  apology 
yidded  to  tbe  American  Government  was,  as  migU 
have  been  anticipated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  fresh 
outrages  npon  some  American  dtizens,  who  were 
entitied  to  have  been  treated  with  pecidiar  foibear- 
ance,  not  only  because  tbey  were  in  tbe  emi^oyment 
of  the  American  Government,  but  because  they  con- 
stituted a  part  of  tbe  crew  of  one  of  the  national 
vessels,  whose  services  on  board  might  have  been 
very  essentiaL  The  arrest  and  imprisonment  of 
eight  of  tiie  seamen  belonging  to  the  sloop  of  war 
Natchez  will  not  now  be  imule  tbe  subject  of  com- 
ment, (Urther  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of 
the  American  consul  from  vidting  them,  whAst  rid 
and  in  prison,  from  tlie  4th  to  the  19tb  of  Novemba-, 
was  an  act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  aj^tears 
to  have  proceeded  from  the  same  officer  vrtioae  ficti- 
tious puniduoent,  but  real  promotion,  had  been  of- 
fered as  an  atonement  for  a  prerious  insult  to  tbe 
American  flag. 
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Lookinc  tfaioa^  the  catalogue  of  complaints  which 
the  UmtM  States  hare  to  make  Hgainst  Mexico,  on 
their  own  account,  as  the  part^  whose  dignity  and 
honor  are  aaetUed,  the  committee  are  tmable  to  per- 
ceive any  proof  of  a  de^  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican 
GoTemment  to  repur  hyniy  or  eatisfy  honor. 

The  merchant  Tessels  of  the  United  States  have 
been  fired  into,  her  dozens  attacked,  and  even  put 
to  death,  and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  disrespect 
when  paying  a  Mendly  visit  to  a  port  where  they 
had  a  right  to  expect  hospitality.  It  was  ibe  inat- 
tention of  the  Mexican  Government  to  complaints  of 
tlu8  description  that  ^^peais  chiefly  to  have  induced 
tiwretnm  of  thelalaobaigi  d'aflklrea;  f(»  in  his  note 
of  Decemher  the  7th  ha  mys :  *Mf  those  [the  daims] 
ftat  mig^t  be  presented  should  be  all  a<£nowledged 
« jnst^  yet  io  long  as  the  several  cases  of  unpro- 
wed  and  inexcusable  outrage  inflicted  on  the 
oflBoeia  and  flag  of  his  country,  which  have  been 
heretofore  sohmitted  to  the  Mexican  Executive,  re- 
maned mwatWacterily  answered,  he  would  tnve  bat 
,  one  eonne  to  potsae." 

It  is  posrible  that  the  clauns  for  private  property, 
whidi  had  leoently  been  presented  anew  to  Uieir  no- 
tice, may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  that 
OovemmeiU ;  but  if  a  cordial  disposition  was  felt  to 
adjust  them,  it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  wh^  those  cases, 
wnera  a  decree  of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been 
for  a  long  time  passed  for  their  payment,  and  a  por> 
tion  actually  p^d,  were  not  faSlj  eatisfled.  The  com- 
mittee  are  willmg  to  hope,  however,  that  the  mani- 
iSestation  of  aerious  discontent  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  by  ^e  withdrawal  of  their  official  rep- 
reeentatlve,  will  induce  the  Mexican  Government  to 
engage  in  the  active  investigation  of  all  the  grounds 
ef  »mplain(  pressed  upon  them  for  many  years 
pitt.  They  lully  c<menr  iriUi  the  Frerident,  that 
ample  cause  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own 
bands,  and  believe  that  we  should  be  justified  in  the 
(qaidoD  of  other  nations  for  taking  suda  a  step.  But 
they  are  irilling  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  de- 
mand, made  in  the  moet  solemn  form,  upon  the  jus- 
tiee  of  the  Mexican  Government,  before  any  fhrmer 
proceedings  are  adopted.  It  is  their  opinion  that  a 
diplomstie  ihncdotiary  of  the  highest  grade  should 
be  appointed  to  bear,  this  last  iq)peal,  whose  rank 
would  hulicate  at  once  tiie  importance  of  his  mission, 
and  the  respect  in  which  the  Government  to  which 
be  is  accredited  is  held ;  for,  notwithstanding  the 
eanaelesB  iU  feeling  which  appears  to  prevail  in  Mexi- 
co towards  the  Government  and  people  of  the  United 
Stales,  the  latter  will  continoe  as  long  as  poe^e  to 
treat  with  respect  tiidr  ancient  though  now  es- 
tranged friend.  In  conclumon,  the  conunlttee  rc- 
8tp«^uDy  submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

JiMotved,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the 
American  flag,  and  liyories  committed  upon  the  per- 
BOQS  and  property  of  American  <ntizens,  by  officers 
of  Oe  Heneau  Govenuneat,  and  the  reftual  or  neg- 
bet  of  that  Government  to  make  suitable  atonement, 
would  justify  the  Oongress  the  United  Ststes  m 
takh^  measures  to  obtain  Inune^ate  redreas  by  the 
axercise  of  its  own  power. 

Retolved,  That,  as  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
American  Government  to  preeerve  peaoefnl  relations 
with  the  Government  (tf  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  same 
nay  be  omqwtible  with  tiut  dgni^  which  it  is  due 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Statee  to  preserve  unlm- 
ptired,  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  reqwct- 
Mlj  nqMoted  to  make  another  nlonn  demand,  In 


[H.  or  R. 

the  most  impressive  form,  upon  the  Government  of 
Mexico,  for  redress  of  the  giievanoes  whidi  have 
heretofore  been  Uwffectnally  presented  to  lis  notice. 

The  report  having  been  read, 
The  condderatiou  of  it  was  postponed  to  the 
next  day. 

The  Dittr^tion  Que$tion — DepoHt  with  the 
Statet. 

Hr.  Bell  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  members  to  a  few  facts 
connected  with  the  subject  under  consideration, 
and  with  the  subject  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  generally, 
which  he  tlionght  were  ^tber  unknown  to 
manj  honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had 
not  received  that  attention  whioh,  fixKm  their 
extraordinary  nature,  tiiej  were  entitled  to 
receive  A'om  the  representatives  of  the  people 
and  the  guardians  of  the  pnblio  interests. 

The  Cact  tliat  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government  had  been  donbled  In  amount 
within  a  few  years  past  had  been  noticed  here- 
tofore. I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another  most 
improper  and  nuprecedented  anomaly  in  the 
action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the 
appropriation  and  expenditure  of  the  public 
moneys.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  {^ven  their  sanction  to  appropriations, 
for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  X  have  not 
made  some  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  this 
amount.  Besides  these,  there  are  other  bills 
reported  by  the  standing  committees  of  the 
HonsCj  which  will  swell  tiiem  to  ahont  thir^- 
five  millions — an  amount  bnt  little  short  of  the 
appropriations  to  the  same  objects  made  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Bo  the  members  of 
this  House  know  what  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priations of  tiie  last  year  remains  unexpended? 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  has  told  ns  that  the  present 
bill  appropriates  about  nine  himdred  thousand 
dollars  to  fortifications ;  and  that,  be  contends, 
ought  to  he  voted,  becanse  it  does  not  exoeea 
the  nsnal  amonnt  annually  ^propriated  to  the 
same  objects.  8ir,  it  is  tme  tnat  tliis  does  not 
exceed  the  amonnt  usually  appropriated,  bnt 
the  honorable  gentleman  has  omitted  to  inform 
ns  that  there  was.  on  the  1st  of  Jannary,  a 
balance  of  npwurn  of  rix  hundred  thousand 
dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro- 
priations of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects, 
besidBs  between  two  and  three  hundred  thou- 
sand in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  yet 
unexpended.  He  has  neglected  to  inform  us 
that,  in  fact,  about  nine  hundred  thousand 
dollars  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  to  forti- 
fications rem^n  to  be  enended  daring  the 
present  year ;  for  I  take  it  ibr  granted  that  the 
work  npon  the  fortifications  has  not  been  per- 
sisted in  to  any  great  extent  during  tbe  winter. 
Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amonnt  proposed  to  be 
applied  to  this  branch  of  the  pnolio  service, 
daring  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  apply 
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donble  that  amount.  Is  there  anj  thing  m  the 
present  high  prices  6i  labor  and  materials,  any 
thing  in  the  great  demand  for  laborers  of  all 
kinds,  or  is  there  my  thing  in  the  present  pros- 
pect of  peace  with  all  nations,  which  calls  for 
this  nnnsnal  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions t  Are  we  not  pnshing  these  works  too 
rapidly  to  admit  of  solid  constructions !  But, 
sir,  (siud  Mr.  B.,)  I  do  not  attach  much  import- 
ance to  this  view  of  the  subject  Not  only 
doable,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the  amonnt 
of  these  (^propriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
QoTenunent,  if  it  is  fonnd  necessary  in  order 
to  Increase  appropriations — ^if  we  shall,  by  onr 
imprudent  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the 
Exeontive,  encourage  a  race  between  appropri- 
ations and  disbarsements — if  the  appropriations 
are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
mnoh  as  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be 
found  willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this 
shall  be  the  measnre  of  our.  appropriations,  we 
need  not  oare  how  large  they  are,  they  will  be 
emended. 

Mr.  Caubbxisno,  in  answer  to  the  remarks 
of  the  ^ntleman  mnn  Tennessee,  ^r.  Bbll,) 
in  relation  to  excess  of  (^propriationB  in  the 
treaaajjt  said  he  had  only  to  remark  that  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  deception  in  relation  to 
those  appropriations;  beiuase,  althongh  the 
money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  cases  the 
works  for  which  it  was  appropriated  were 
already  nnder  contract.  The  Committee  of 
"Ways  and  Means  were  at  one  time  of  opinion 
with  the  gentleman  irom  Tennessee.  They, 
knowing  that  there  were  large  amoonts  of 
money  on  hand  in  the  Treasniy,  made  inquiries 
at  the  proper  departments,  and  ascertained 
that,  although  there  was  a  snrplns  on  hand 
at  present,  yet  the  probability  was  that  the 
approprianona  woold  fall  short  dnriDg  Uie  ensu- 
ing year- 
Mr.  0.  then  sent  to  the  ClerVs  table  a  report 
from^  the  engineer  deportment,  showing  the 
ol:{|eotB  for  which  the  appropriations  were  re- 
qdiredf  which  diowed  that  all  the  appropria- 
tions proposed  in  the  bill  would  be  needed 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, on  the  ground  of  its  recognizing  a  system 
of  permanent  distribution,  from  which  he  (Mr, 
W.)  oould  see  no  possible  evil  that  could  result 
Mr.  Gablaio),  of  Tirgini%  said,  that  having 
voted  for  the  deposit  act  of  the  last  session, 
and  intending  to  vote  afp^nst  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he 
hit  it  dae  to  himself  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
Thioh  induced  him  to  vote  as  he  now  intended 
to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  for  the 
vote  which  he  gave  for  the  deposit  act  of  the 
last  session ;  he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but 
was  well  satisfied  that  the  vote  was  right  and 
proper ;  such  a  one  as,  under  like  circumstances, 
lie  would  give  again.  When  the  deposit  act 
passed,  thwe  was  a  large  actually  existing  sur- 


[FEnuKT,  1887. 

plus  in  the  Treasury,  which,  npon  every  rea- 
sonable data  of  calculation,  would,  by  Oie  dose 
of  the  year,  amount  to  about  forty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  which  had  since  been  ascertuned 
to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon  every  reason- 
able basis  of  estimate,  the  accruing  revenue, 
down  to  the  year  1842,  wonld  be  equal  to,  and 
perhaps  more  than,  whatrooght  to  be  the  actual 
wants  and  expenditures  of  the  Govemmrat 
In  this  state  of  things,  tlus  immense  amonnt  <^ 
rerame  would,  without  some  diqioeitMn  of  i^ 
renudn  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the  Fedml 
Govemmeot,  or  be  euqtli^red  by  the  deporit 
banks  for  th^r  individual  profit.  He  said  be 
need  not  say  that  he  thoagnt  it  too  duigerom 
to  permit  such  an  immense  amonnt  of  unappro- 
priated money  to  remtuu  for  so  long  a  time  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government  nnemployed  for 
any  public  purpose;  that  he  would  not  trust 
this  Government  with  such  immense  means  of 
patronage  and  cormption,  be  it  administered 
by  whom  it  might  There  is  nothing  so  dan- 
gerous in  its  employment,  or  cormptmg  in  ite 
use,  as  money;  and  he  did  not  regard  anjr 
Government  so  inflexible  in  its  virtue,  or  so  fia 
above  the  reach  d  temptation,  as  to  tmst  it 
unnecessarily  with  means  of  so  extraor^aiy 
and  dangerous  temptation. 

Mr.  G.  sdd  that,  when  he  voted  for  de- 
posit act  of  the  last  sesaon,  he  voted  for  it  as 
being,  what  it  professed  to  b<^  a  mere  deposit 
act,  and  not  a  distribution  apt  m  disguise,  as  it 
had  been  frequently  characterized ;  nor  did  be 
intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
system ;  for  if  the  deporit  principle  is  to  be 
adopted  as  a  ^stem,  he  woold  prefer  the  con- 
stitutional principle  proposed  by  a  distingmshed 
Senator  frvm  Sooth  Carolina,  as  more  just  and 
more  equal  in  its  operation.  He  said  that  be 
waa  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  distri- 
bntirai  pimoiple;  it  was  corrupting  in  its  ope> 
rations  and  dangerous  in  its  tendendes. 

If  the  system  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that,  under  our  indirect  and  insidious 
system  of  taxation,  the  State  Govemmenta 
would  ultimately  look  to  this  Government  for 
the  means  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
and  sustaining  their  domestic  institations;  that 
they  would  make  diligent  and  active  search  for 
every  possible  subject  of  expenditure,  until, 
finally,  the  people  and  the  State  Governmeats 
would  cease  to  watch  the  pecuniary  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government  with  their  accus- 
tomed vigilance,  and  make  no  efibrt  to  arrest 
its  march  to  consolidation,  and,  finally,  be  in- 
gulfed in  its  corrupting  inflncnce.  The  demands 
of  the  States  would  be  m^  by  corresponding 
taxation  here,  and  a  surplns  produced  for  the 
purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  this  sys- 
tem, as  many  distinguished  gentlemen  had  here- 
tofim  regarded  it,  the  most  dangerous  and 
corrupting  which  could  he  incorporated  into 
our  legislation. 

Mr.  G.  Bud  that  the  true  remedy  waa  to 
reduce  the  taxation  of  the  people  to  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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enunent  to  the  most  economical  expenditure ; 
eooaom^  and  aimplicitj  being  essential  to  puri- 
ty^and  purity  to  the  maintenance  of  republican 
institations.  He  said,  Ur.  Chairman,  we  mast 
oome  to  it ;  we  must  rednoe  the  enenditores 
of  this  GoTemment  and  the  tues  of  the  people ; 
this  thej  will  compel  yon  to  do,  if  they  pr(^ 
vAy  r^ard  tbebr  rights  and  their  liberties. 

Mr.  G.  sud  he  had  another  strong  ohJecUon 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  genUeman  frran  Tennessee,  (Ur.  Bell.) 
It  was,  in  effect,  a  deport  law,  sought  to  be 
ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appropriation  bill ; 
embracing  subjects  totally  distmct  and  dis- 
nmilar  in  their  characters;  npon  the  same 
principle,  a  tariff  or  any  other  incon^ruoos  law 
might  be  ingrafted  opon  an  appropriation  bill, 
and  produce  the  greatest  comasion  npon  the 
statute  book.  He  thought  that  there  ought  to 
be  the  gnatest  posutde  system  and  ocmgmity 
attainame  in  the  fhuniiw  of  .oar  laws.  If  he 
were  otherwise  CktotbIm  to  the  amendment, 
he  woold  not  vote  for  its  adoption  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  bill 

Ur.  ITndkbwood  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  because 
the  olject  of  it  was  to  send  the  money  back  to 
the  people,  instead  of  keeping  it  in  ^e  vaults 
of  Uie  deposit  banks,  to  enrich  their  stock- 
holders, and  add  to  the  salary  of  their  agent  at 
Washington.  He  went  on  to  point  oat  the 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  deposit  banks, 
especially  in  the  Stat«  of  New  York,  witiiin 
the  last  year,  and  contended  those  banks  were 
•dected,  and  favored,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
•dmimstration  in  curying  out  its  political 
^ews.  He  then  contrasted  the  amoont  of 
nibUe  money  on  deposit  in  tiie  banks  in  New 
To^  Philaaelphiat  Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and 
Michigan,  and  attributed  this  difference  more 
to  the  fact  that  some  of  those  Itanks  paid  a 
oontribation  to  an  agent  at  Wa^iogtoo,  and 
some  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else ;  and  in- 
variably, said  he,  thoae  banks  who  pay  a  good 
ram  to  an  agent  get  the  largest  amount  of 
deposit.  He  feared  there  was  some  improper 
innuenca  at  work  in  the  selectiim  of  these 
Iwnks,  and  therefore  be  wished  the  source  of 
corruption  to  be  removed ;  and  he  considered 
this  pR^Mutioa  as  the  best  Tneans  (tf  removing 
it 

Ur.  Uakn  submitted  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providins  that  the  depwit  should 
tw  in  proporUon  to  t£e  ratio  of  rniresentation 
in  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United 
States. 

Ur.  U.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity  of  the 
proportion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee? 
Or  nad  the  gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to 
estimate  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appro- 
priated under  that  proposition?  And  conld 
tbey  adopt  it  without  uiatf  The  gentleman 
dioold  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honor- 
able Senator — introduced  it  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session ;  for  this  amendment  ana  that 
Ull  were  identicaL  I^  however,  it  should  be 


adopted,  Ur.  U.  had  prepared  his  amendment 
to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  greatest 
coDStitutional  outrages  that  had  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government— in- 
direothr  done,  to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  griev* 
OTIS,  nj  the  distribntion  law — ^for  he  would 
call  it  its  right  name,  it  was  "  distribution," 
though  a  menbu  reserration  had  been  made  by 
the  use  of  the  word  "  deport " — the  people 
of  the  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  uie 
intoriest  of  those  of  the  small  States.  He  was 
oppceed  to  distribution  in  any  way  whatever ; 
uio,  even  if  his  amendment  should  be  incor- 
porated in  the  provision  under  considerationf 
it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  objections, 
thongh  it  would  render  it  less  unjust  in  its 
operation.  He  expressed  his  surprise  at  such 
a  measure  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did. 
What  had  become  of  the  once  oheri^ed  State- 
right  doctrines  !  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict 
eonstmotion  of  the  oonstitutiont  Was  it  tiie 
derign  to  oontinoe  the  present  opiaresrive  nr»* 
tem  of  taxation,  fbr  the  purpose  of  oollecttDg 
large  amounts  of  money  from  the  petntle,  to 
distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enonnoas 
expenses  of  collection  ?  He  entered  hia  ademn 
protest  against  the  whole  principle. 

Ur.  Gideon  Lee  sud :  Mr.  Churman,  I  rarely 
give  reasons  for  my  vote.  I  shall,  however, 
vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the  ground  I 
voted  agfunst  the  distribution  law  of  June ;  it 
is  the  same  thing ;  my  views  are  unchanged. 
I  vote  against  it,  because  it  leads  to  the  collec- 
tion of  money  which  the  owners  had  better 
keep  than  the  Government ;  because  it  levies 
mon^  for  a  pnqwse  which  the  omutitoUoa 
does  not  warrant ;  because  It  corrupts  our  elec- 
tion; l>ecaase  members  of  Congress  will  be 
chosen  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draw  from  the 
federal  coffers,  and  plant  in  their  several  dis- 
tricts— I  know  the  tact,  that  electioneering  on 
this  principle  is  now  in  process ;  because  I  be- 
lieve that,  sooner  or  later,  the  ineviteble  effect 
will  be  to  vote  as  littie  as  possible  for  federal 
purposes;  to  withhold  from  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  necessary 
appropriations,  and,  finally,  render  the  federal 
Government  a  mere  rope  of  sand. 

'iSi.  TaoicFSON.  of  South  CaroUna,  ooold  see 
no  reason  why,  if  this  measure  waa  wise  and 
proper  at  the  last  seesion,  it  is  not  bo  now, 
except.  HaX  the  Executive  has  since  openly 
taken  ground  against  it — a  very  sufficient  reason 
to  some  gentlemen.  He  waa  sure  that  it  was 
not  80  with  his  friend  from  Virpnia,  (Ur.  Gas- 
LAim.)  If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper  to 
be  left  in  tiie  Treasury  last  year,  what  reason  is 
there  to  require  more  now?  If  there  is  no 
surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution.  Ur.  T. 
said  that  of  all  hambuggery,  in  this  age  of 
humbugs,  the  greatest  was  that  this  measure 
would  corrupt  the  States.  What  do  gentiemen 
mean  when  they  talk  of  corrupting  tibat  incor- 
poreal thiD|^  a  State!  They  must  mean,  if 
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indeed  the;'  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  corrnpt 
the  people!  This  money  is  returned  to  the 
Stat^  who  have  an  nnrestrieted  control  of  it 
Has  any  one  ever  broached  the  idea  of  the 
States  oorrnpting  their  own  people  (  How 
ccnmpt  t^emf  By  appropriating  this  money 
to  ^e  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  edncation  f  Would  that  more  of  the 
States  were  thus  cormpted.  The  distribntion 
mnst  be  eqnal,  and  fixed  by  potdtive  law.  There 
will  be  no  discretion — no  power  of  discrimina- 
tion— ^no  power  of  granting  favors.  Where 
that  is  the  case,  there  can  be  no  power  of 

{tatronage.  The  money  must  be  distributed,  or 
eft  in  the  Treasury,  to  be  distributed  by  the 
Secretary,  at  his  good  will  and  pleasore. 

Mr.  Gkajit  was  opposed  to  the  propoBidon 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  ^Sr.  Bbll,) 
and  to  the  amendmrat  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kew  York,  (ICr.  UAinr.)  On  no  fiooount  oonld 
be  be  indnoed  to  vote  for  a  distribution  of  the 
surplus,  on  the  basis  advocated  by  either  of 
those  gentlemen.  The  bill  d  the  last  season, 
called  a  deposit  bilL  but  in  &ct  a  bill  of  distri- 
bution, was  a  bill  of  abominations.  It  distrib- 
uted the  public  money  unequally,  ni^usUy. 
That  money  had  been  collected  from  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  pud 
into  the  Treasury  by  them,  not  in  the  propor- 
tion to  their  respective  representatirais  in  the 
Senate  and  Honse  of  Representatives,  nor  in 
the  proportion  to  their  respective  representation 
in  the  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  alto- 
gether at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been 
drawn  from  the  people  of  the  old  SttUes  and 
the  new,  and  not  of  the  States  only,  but  also 
of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion  to  their 
population  at  the  present  tam&  To  distribute 
it,  you  went  back  to  the  census,  taken  six  years 
aeo ;  thus  giving  money  to  the  people  of  the 
old  States  which  yon  had  taken  from  the  people 
of  the  new  States.  By  that  act,  the  people 
whom  be  had  to  represent  were  deprived  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon 
that  floor ;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  In 
the  national  councils,  Tou  propose  now  to  re- 
enact  the  same  seme  ct  ii^usUce.  He  could 
not  consent  to  it  If  there  was  to  be  uiother 
dirtribntion,  there  should  be  another  censna, 
and  that  oensns  should  form  the  basis  of  the 
distribution.  In  that  way  alone  the  surplus  in 
your  Treasury  would  be  returned  to  those  who 
had  pidd  it  there.  In  that  way  alone  could 
Justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  his  own  State, 
to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

Mr.  BoBERTsoN  was,  in  general,  much  op- 
posed to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  appro- 
priation bill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the 

S roper  committee,  particularly  such  as  intro- 
aced  matters  unconnected  with  the  main 
objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  lef^ation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  question- 
aUe  or  impn»>er  principle,  or  r^ect  apw>pria- 
tions  essential  to  the  pnUio  servioft.  But,  in 
the  present  instance^  he  abonld  oTeroome  Ids 
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repugnance,  and  vote  for  the  amendmenb  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell.)  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  involTed 
a  very  important  principle ;  but  it  had  under- 
gcaie  a  fUl  disoossion ;  indeed,  it  had  oocapied 
t^e  attention  of  the  ooontry  for  years  part,  nd 
had  received  the  deliberate  ooDsideranm  and 
sanction  of  Congress  at  the  last  sesdoB.  H« 
presumed,  therefore,  that  every  gentleman  was 
prepared  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  BoiTLDiH  s^d :  To  reduce  the  income  to 
the  wants  of  Qovemment,  and  to  rednoe  the 
tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strongly  re- 
commended by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cat 
down  in  some  degree.  It  was,  however,  then 
thought  entirely  too  late  in  the  session,  and  it 
was  oniversally  stud  that,  at  the  comnaenoemMit 
of  this  sesnon,  we  should  commence  the  wcnik 
of  redaction  of  the  teriflf  and  of  the  reveoM 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  amAoL 
}tr.  B.  had  stronc  nopes  and  some  fears  oa  tibo 
subject,  but  voted  to  lay  his  colleague's  resolu- 
tion (Mr.  Ubhou^s)  on  the  teble.  This  reacAn- 
tion  sought  to  relinquish,  on  the  part  of  Ae 
Federal  Qovemmen^  all  claim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  know  what  effect  this  measure  might  have 
had  on  the  reduction  of  the  tariff,  'or  on  redoo- 
tion  generally  of  the  revenne.  The  very  able 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  chairman  of  which  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be  pro- 
fessedly, and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be 
sincerely,  opposed  to  the  protecting-duty  sys- 
tem, seemed  to  brighten  the  prospect  for  rediw- 
tion,  which  was  eheering  to  Hr.  B.  and  to  tba 
country. 

But  now,  idr,  (sedd  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  again  st 

the  very  crumbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  an- 
other sesuon,  and  nothing  is  done.  As  to  the 
report  of  the  Senate,  it  promised  littie  or 
nothing ;  what  it  would  perform  of  that  litde 
he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  moaej 
stay  here,  and  the  deposit  bill  as  it  was  whm 
ordered  to  be  engro^ed  and  finally  passed — a 
sad  alternative — Mr.  B.  was  in  doubt.  Mr.  B. 
has  none  now ;  with  his  loss  of  hope  of  reduc- 
ing the  tariff  and  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
economy  in  the  administration  of  our  affairs,  bis 
doubts  have  vanhdied.  It  is  true  that  ths 
present  Executive  has  recommended  it,  and  tiw 
President  elect  has  already,  when  qnestioned, 
declared  bis  opluitm  to  the  same  effect  SliU 
(said  Mr.  B.)  my  hap9S  are  gone.  When  I  see 
the  system  of  partly  selling,  but  principally 
giving  away,  the  publio  lands,  playing  into  the 
hands  of  the  tariff  system — protective  system; 
and  when  I  know  that  these  are  the  only  means 
of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  revraue  on  tin 
imposts  and  lands,  nnless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despur.  They  are  the  arbiters  of 
our  fate,  and  they  are  in  the  hands  of  thoae 
who  are  agreed  to  take  care  of  those  two  lys* 
terns,  whatever  may  become  of  us.  Sir,  (re- 
peated he,)  I  despair.  The  Executive  can  do 
nothing  for  us,  let  him  try  ever  so  baid. 
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This  system  of  one-tenth  part  aelling,  and 
the  otiier  nine  parts  giving  the  public  lands, 
lias  a  foroe  and  operation  in  it  that  has  wholly 
eseaped  me  heretofore.  I  know  that,  lost 
session,  there  was  something  abont  the  business 
that  I  oould  not  see  throngh.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vision  in  me,  or  wBetiier  the  whole 
sabjeot  was  a  moddy  stream,  impenetrable  to 
the  hvman  eye,  I  did  not  know.  Bot,  thoogh 
noddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear  to  me  as  me 
noutna  limestone  vater--the  pure  linqtid 
ftnnlniD,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  is  no  longer  a  mnddy  pool  to  me.  No, 
rir,  I  oaa  now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten 
Mt  water.  I  now  see  we  shall  not  get  the 
tariff  down,  we  shall  not  materially  rednoe  the 
reveone.  I  am  willing  (stud  Mr.  B.)  to  let  the 
etnnpromise  part  of  the  _  tariff  stuid.  I^am 
wilmig  to  t^e  off  all  the'impost  duties ;  I'am 
wUHn^  to  stop  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  lands ;  I 
am  willing  all  or  any  part  of  these  things  to 
iHing  down  the  revenue,  but  come  down  it 
most  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  the 
rales,  tod  set  out  this  minute  and  spend  all  the 
balance  of  the  time  we  have  in  doing  it  hi  a 
manna:  tiie  best  tor  all  ooneemed.  But  it  most 
come  down,  and  that  immediately,  (sud  Hr. 
B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  smd  any  part,  or  all,  back 
to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will  send 
vhat  I  can  get  I  will  put  it  into  tiie  right 
podceta  In  erery  instance,  If  I  can;  Iwilloome 
as  near  as  I  can, 

Ur.  B.  said  he  knew  it  was  unconstitutional 
thus  to  take  it  from  the  people  in  this  way, 
nd  would  be  so  to  do  the  like  again,  and  so  it 
would  be  to  keep  it ;  and  so  long  as  we  thus 
ccntinne  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give  back ; 
and  if  I  cannot  do  tt  unconditionsJly,  I  will 
lend  it,  deposit  it.  Strange  thing,  this — take 
the  pec^Vs  money  away  fhnn  them,  and  then 
lend  it  to  them.  But  if  I  can  do  no  better,  I 
mart  do  that, 

lb.  Lahs  said :  The  proposition  now  to  be 
detemdned,  and  the  only  one  in  order  for 
debate^  is  to  distribute  tiie  sorplos  revenue 
among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the 
npresentation  in  this  branch  of  Oongress — to 
diatrlbnte,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  becaose  no  one  be- 
Hered  a  oent  of  it  will  ever  be  called  for,  or 
retomed  by  the  States. 

The  money  prc^iosed  to  be  divided  has  been 
(M^leeted,  not  from  the  old  States,  not  agree- 
ably to  the  representation  in  this  House,  but 
tram  the  whole  people ;  and,  whether  regarded 
as  arising' from  the  sales  of  the  public  luids  or 
upon  duties  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
aooa<^ng  to  pq[inlati(»i,  not  representation,  in 
fireoC  pn^ornon  to  the  amount  pdd  for  land 
and  the  oonsnmption  of  impoited  articles. 
That  if  any  disproportion  in  tiie  collection  of 
tihe  amount  proposed  to  be  returned  to  the 
people  exists,  it  is  because  the  pecnde  of  the 
new  States  have  purchased  more  of^the  pablie 
lands  tiian  those  of  the  old. 

Sir,  what  has  produced  such  an  extraordinary 
cihaiige  in  the  i^inicnB  ui  htmarMa  manberst 


J>qwftm(A<*s  Awes.  [H.  or  B. 

A  few  years  since  it  was  proposed  to  divide 
among  the  States  the  money  arising  from  the 
sales  of  tiie  public  lands,  by  the  luid  bill, 
originating  with  a  distingnished  Senator  in 
another  part  of  this  House.  It  paised  the 
Senate  and  this  House  by  an  overwhelming 
m^ority.  By  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  each 
of  the  new  States  in  which  the  public  lands 
were  located  received  large  donations  of  land, 
and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent  out  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  within  the  Sti^ ;  and 
the  balance  was  divided  equally  among  the 
States,  based  upon  the  census  of  1880,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  present  proposition,  llils 
was  intended  to  make  up  In  some  d^ree  for 
the  increased  and  increaf^  population  of  t^e 
new  over  the  old  States. 

In  this  there  was  something  generous,  mag- 
nanimous, on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the 
bill,  towards  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
compared  with  the  present  proposition.  The 
same  gentiemen  in  this  House  who  were  the 
advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advocates 
of  this  propoffltion.  Are  honorable  gentlemen 
prepared  to  give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for 
such  a  snddm  change  having  passed  over  ^e 
viMon  of  tiieir  p(dit^  dreams?  Is  it  to  be 
found  In  tiie  action  of  the  people  cf  the  new 
States,  in  relation  to  recent  and  former  ^eo- 
tions  of  an  important  character?  Sorely  not; 
no  gentleman  will  admit  this,  though  any  one 
would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any  other  reason  for 
sach  a  chan^. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentieman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Undebwood)  had,  with  an  air  of  confi- 
dence, given  the  committee  his  reasons  for 
supporting  the  proposition :  that  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  tiie  deposit  banks  increased  the 
execnti  ve  infiuence  of  the  General  Government ; 
that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deponted,  but 
used  for  political  purposes  to  infiuence  pnblio 
opinion ;  that  his  honorable  jUeud  deaind  its 
removal  from  the  pet  banks,  (as  he  is  plearad  to 
call  them,)  because  these  banks,  or  tiiose  who 
manage  them,  are  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  use  the  money  for  their  own  benefit 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  equally  desirous  for  the 
removal  of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the 
possesion  and  control  of  the  banks,  because 
they  are,  so  far  as  his  part  of  the  country  Is 
concerned,' most  decidedly  opposed  to  the  ad- 
ministration and  bU  those  who  sustain  it ;  that 
they  use  the  power  that  the  public  deposits  give 
them  for  political  purposes,  and  not  for  the 
public  good ;  not  to  accommodate  the  pec^le, 
whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance  the  interest 
of  the  &vored  few;  in  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  the  peo^  with  the  money  of  the 
people. 

Birj  (sdd  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  StatM 
of  this  Union  are  incorruptible,  he  would  like 
to  have  the  gentleman  iuorm  the  committee 
who  it  is  he  iq>prebenda  woold  be  corrupted  by 
the  £zeoative  of  the  Federal  Government  To 
conclude,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  too  much  confi- 
^noe  in  the  justice  ct  the  members  of  tlie 
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oommittoe  to  suppose  thej  would  for  a  moment 
entert^  soch  a  propoaUon.  He  would,  there- 
fore, not  detain  the  oommittee  at  so  late  an 

honr, 

Mr.  Gaicbkbleno  obtained  the  floor,  and  said 
be  would  willingl;'  wuve  all  opportunity  to 
speak,  bat  made  an  earnest  an;»eal  to  the  oom- 
mittee to  take  the  qaestion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  ILunc  was  then  re- 
jected, withont  a  dividon. 

The  qaestion  on  the  amendment  of  lb,  Bbu. 
was  taken  by  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to— 
yeas  11,  nays  IB. 


SjLTDBnAT,  Febmary  S6. 

United  Statet  Sank. 

Mr.  GAiaitAiTH,  from  the  Select  Committee 
upon  the  sobject  of  the  United  States  ^mk, 
reported  the  following  joint  resolntioa : 

Jietoloed  by  the  Senate  and  Boute  of  RepreKntO' 
tivet  of  the  United  State*  of  Anuriea  in  Congrest 
autmbUd,  That  antO  the  notee  the  lata  Bnik  of 
iba  Vidted  States,  wUeh  may  have  been  Tetnnied 
^lee  the  8d  day  of  March  last,  redeemed  fttan  the 
flmds  of  the  said  bank,  shall  cease  to  be  rrissoed  by 
ito  officers,  directors,  tmstee  or  trustees,  and  untU 
the  amount  due  to  the  Govemmeot  from  said  bank 
shall  be  settled  to  the  saUsTaotioD  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  notes  <tf  said  bank,  and  die  notes 
of  any  bank  to  which  Its  flmds  and  estate  maybe 
transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  debta  and 
Asidiaige  of  its  obligations,  shall  not  be  received  in 
pajrment  of  any  debts  due  to  the  Gorenmient  of  the 
IJnited  States,  or  takea  in  exchange  or  deposit  In 
any  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  pub> 
1)0  money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  here- 
by directied  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
neoessaiy  to  carry  this  proTisiou  into  efl^ 

Dittrihution  Queation — Deposit  v>ith  the  Statet. 

Ur.  Bbix  then  renewed  his  amendment, 
offered  last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows:  Iliat 
the  money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  the  1st  of  January,  1888, 
reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
shonld  be  deposited  with  the  several  States, 
according  to  the  18th,  14th,  and  15th  sections 
U  the  "act  to  relate  the  deposit  of  the 
public  moneys,"  approved  28d  of  Jnne,  1886. 

ICr.  Gbatks  addressed  the  House  in  ftvor  of 
tlie  amendment 

Mr.  Rktbolds,  of  Illinoia,  stud :  Mr.  Speaker, 
this  proportion  standing  pre-fflninentl^  above 
the  neomty  of  argnmoit  to  sustain  it,  I  will 
consider  some  of  the  oljeotions  which  are 
nrged  against  it  It  is  contrary  to  tlie  roles  of 
this  House  to  consider  argnments  which  have 
been  made  in  the  Omnnuttee  of  the  Whole. 
Although  these  arguments  were  used  with  no 
powerful  effect  in  the  oommittee  last  night,  yet 
ve  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  Uiis 
House.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many 
other  rules,  positively  against  common  sense, 
and  against  the  advancement  of  the  publio 
business.   The  members  compoeing  the  Oom- 


mittee  of  the  Whole  are  the  same  who  consti- 
tute this  House,  have  the  same  faculties  aad 
reasoning  powers  in  one  case  as  in  the  otlter, 
and,  I  presume,  have  the  same  sentiments  oon- 
ceming  this  propoution  in  this  House  at  thia 
time  as  they  erareased  last  night  in  the  Oomr 
mittee  of  the  Wttble;  yet  we  oanoot  combat 
these  a^^ents  here^  and  show  their  f^^la^. 
th»  gcuwral  and  ocxmnonplaoe  oljeiAion  ^ 
that  'Qissn  wiU  be  no'  snmns  revenue  in  tiie 
Treasury  to  distribute.  This  argument  was 
suggested  to  me  by  my  friends  who  sit  near 
me  before  I  had  the  honor  to  address  tike 
Ghidr,  It  is  to  my  mind  an  objection  that  is 
not  even  blessed  with  a  relationship  to  good 
sense.  It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world,  without  a 
godfather.  Most  olgections,  even  if  they  are 
without  foundation,  can  empl<7  some  sent  of 
ai^:uments  to  sustain  them ;  but  it  is  not  the 
case  with  the  one  before  us.  Even  the  simplest 
statement  of  the  case  onght  to  put  it  to  rest 
forever;  that,  if  no  snrplna,  no  diatributian. 
If  there  is  no  surplus  revenue,  the  act  <tf  Oon^ 
gress  will  remiun  a  dead  letter  in  our  atwbrtft 
books,  and  will  be,  in  that  respect,  rimilar  to  a 
thousand  oth^  inoperative*  paragnq>hs  in  thesa 
books.  I  cannot  see  why  a  provision  cannot 
be  enacted,  to  be  perDetuu,  and  lasting  forever, 
in  relation  to  this  pouoy.  If  it  be  ri^t  in  coe 
year,  it  will  be  proper  and  light  at  any  .  other 
and  at  all  other  tames.   It  would  be  a  singular 

{>rovision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to 
et  the  surplus  water  off  his  mill-dam  for  one 
year  alone,  and  let  the  accumulation  of  water 
at  other  times  break  his  dam.  This  may  be 
considered  a  very  humble  comparison ;  but  it 
is  one  known  to  everybody,  and  is,  in  my 
opinion,  ^plioable  to  the  case  before  tiie  Housbl 
Mr,  ^uker,  another  objectioa  m^ied  ^unst 
this  measure  i^  that  the  propoeilion  is  Bot 
tached  to  its  "  yokefellow the  amendmeot  is 
not  made  to  a  proper  and  appropriate  I 
would  i^peal  to  the  good  sense  of  the  membcn, 
who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much  with  their 
attention  ixi  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singolar 
time  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  sessioD,  to 
make  this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote 
to  etiquette,  and  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then 
the  argument  might  be  conndered.  These 
tecundum  artem  gentlemen  must  have  more 
time  than  we  now  have,  to  ui^  these  objec- 
tions with  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  M  all 
acquainted  with  nice  dandyiun;  but  I  am  told, 
by  their  rules  eud  regulations,  a  person  is  the 
most  genteel  to  wear  a  suit  oS  dotiies  all  of  the 
same  oolor;  yet  I  see  around  me  gentlemm 
clad  in  difi^nt  colors,  and  still  appear  to  a 
great  advantage.  Bo  it  will  be  with  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  {iroper 
officers  of  the  Government  will  both  find  it  and 
execute  it,  if  we  pass  it 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is 
improper,  and  even  some  say  it  is  nnooDstitn- 
tional,  to  ruse  a  surplus  fund  for  distribution. 
It  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  collect  money 
and  disbibute  it  to  Ute  people  again.  I  have 
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DO  heiitatioD  in  aaying  that  saoh  an  idea  never 
<»oe  entered  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the 
conBtittttioo.  It  would  be  not  odIj  tinwise,  bat 
■bmrd,  to  rappose  the  people  wonld  permit 
BDoh  an  idle  eeremoDT  to  {k»  on,  without  either 
honor  or  profit  to  themselves.  This  propoei- 
tion  does  not  inipoae  the  necesiity  on  Oongrese 
to  niM  a  rarenoe  to  distribute  it.  It  only  pro- 
vides, if  there  exist  a  snrplas  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  Ifit  of  Jannary,  1838,  then,  and  in  that 
evmt,  to  disbibate  it  among  the  States  in  the 
jnoporaon  mentioned  in  the  amendment  Snob 
sarplns  existing  in  the  Treasury,  is  a  misfor- 
tone ;  bat  it  is  one  from  which  we  can  be  re- 
lieved with  the  greatest  ease.  In  Governments, 
as  in  ottier  things,  we  oannot  expect  perfec- 
tion. The  object  of  Qovemment,  in  this  re- 
flect, is  to  raise  a  revenue  proportionate  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  bat-it  is  not  in  the 
power  (tf  the  hnman  mind,  it  is  not  in  tbe  oom- 
paaa  cS  hnman  wiadtwo,  on  all  oooadons,  to 
mak&the  revenue  eorre^Hmd  with  the  expen- 
^torea  of  the  Government.  The  means  by 
which  we  raise  our  revenue  are  snoh  that  we 
can  Dot  expect  to  make  tbe  one  equal  to  the 
other  on  all  oocamons.  When  we  have  not 
enough  revenne,  we  borrow  to  make  np  the 
deficit.  When  we  have  too  much,  why  not 
said  it  back  to  the  people  in  thdr  State  Le^^- 
latnresf 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every 
proposition  to  rednoe  tbe  tariff  duties,  and  to 
abndge  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  such 
manner  as  for  Uie  revenue  to  meet  the  wants 
ci  Uie  Government.  I  tibink  Congress  has  the 
power  to  remodel  what  is  called  "  the  oompro- 
miH  Mt"  The  salea  of  the  publio  lands  sihoald 
be  ecmfined  to  actnal  settlers,  and  ihtl  at  re- 
doced  prices,  for  lands  which  have  been  in 
market  for  a  number  of  years.  If  this  course 
had  been  pnrsned,  and  the  proper  reductions 
made,  we  wotild  have  had  no  tronble  on  the 
subject  of  the  surplus  revenue.  I  make  no 
chsirges  against  the  churman  of  the  committees 
having  these  subjects  in  their  chai^  of  neg- 
lecting their  duties;  but  I  do  not  see  why  i>oth 
the  subjects  of  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  lands  and 
tbe  reduction  of  the  tariff  duties  might  not  have 
been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was 
at  aU  times  ready  to  aet  on  them,  with  w  with- 
out  weeebes. 

It  Js  a|^«ed  on  all  rides  that  money  is  a  dan- 
gerons  nei^bor,  and  has  a  oormpting  influence. 
It  is  like  Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentie- 
men  who  ewtend  asalnst  this  amendment 
that  this  money  wul  corrapt  and  iqjnre  the 
people  and  their  State  Lecpsutores  by  distriba- 
ting  it. 

Sr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of 
the  argument  that  induces  them  to  arrive  at 
this  conclusion.  It  may  impose  on  the  State 
Legislatnres  more  bosiness  and  responsibilities 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  but  it  cannot 
have  a  neoessary  tendency  to  oormpt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  proposition  be  r^ected,  and  the  money 


[a  or  B. 

deposited  in  tiie  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the 
ocmseqtienoes  I  Tnere  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
more  danger  of  oorroption  in  the  latter  case 
than  in  the  former.  ■  These  banks  are  private 
corporations,  and  responsiUe  to  nobody,  nrther 
than  titey  are  bound  by  dollars  and  emts. 
They  have  tbe  power,  and  will  aet  to  the 
best  advantage  to  make  money,  and  to  tetidn 
the  money  that  may  be  deposited  vith  them. 
They  are  sharp  and  shaving  and  sEinning  in 
their  operations,  and  will  move  in  very  aouto 
angles  to  make  money. 

EvENiNo  Session. 
Tlie  House  met  at  half-past  four  o^clock. 
The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Kr.  Bbli^  and 
which  was  under  discuBsion  when  the  House 
took  a  recess.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment having,  on  motim  of  Mr.  Hkbckb,  been 
read. 

The  qoestion  then  recurred  on  the  adoptim 
of  the  amendment'  to  the  amendment,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  114,  nays 
92. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 

adopted. 

Mr.  Maiht,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"States"  the  following:  " In  proportion  to  the  . 
ratio  of  the  representation  of  such  States  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  U.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering 
this  amraidment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than 
the  vote  of  the  House  besides  the  prmdple  eon- 
bdned  in  it,  which  presented  the  question 
whether  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to  or 
not. 

Mr.  Tbli.  said :  I  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  against 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gcntieman. 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bill,)  because  1  am  of 
opinion  that  this  Dill,  if  passed,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Fresideut,  (and  I  trust  that  it  never  will 
receive  the  countenance  of  that  distinguished 
man  and  illustrious  statesman,)  will  at  once  es- 
tablish a  system  demoralizing  and  corrupting  in 
its  influences,  and  tend  to  the  destruction  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  them  de- 
pendent supplianta  on  the  General  Government 
The  power  and  patronage  of  this  Government 
sbonld  not  thus  be  perverted  for  the  base  purpose 
of  degrading  and  withering  the  ind^enoence  of 
tbe  States:  that  glnious  independence,  Vi. 
Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gentlemen  may 
who  come  from  particular  sections  of  the  Union 
— sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  prin- 
ciples—must be  the  last  bulwark  of  liberty. 
But,  air,  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  on  othw 
and  not  less  tangible  grounds.  Sir,  I  behold  In 
this  plan  of  distribution,  what  every  enlighten- 
ed mind  can  readily  cusoover,  a  deep  and  a 
matured  plan,  ooncdved  and  nurtured  by  the 
high  tariff  party,  to  continue  and  oonstuwe 
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tbeir  odious  scheme  of  injustice  and  oppression. 
And,  strange  as  it  naaj  appear,  it  is  now  odvo- 
eated,  and  probablj  will  reorave  the  votes  of 
gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Sonthem  States, 
once  the  uncompromiring  opponents  of  the 
tariff  principle,  but  who  now  are  ready  to  foU 
at  the  foot  of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  princi- 
ples and  professions  for  the  purpose  of  filling 
their  Stat^reasuriea  at  the  expense  of  the  peo- 
ple— by  reec^izing  and  establishing  a  system 
of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  unconstitution- 
al. And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
young  and  vigorous  State  which  I  nave  the 
honor  to  represent,  are  called  on  to  subscribe  to 
snch  heresies  and  denationalizing  dc^mas.  The 
man  who  expects  any  thing  of  the  kind  from  the 
people  of  ^kansas  knows  but  little  of  their 
character;  or,  knowing  it,  would  basely  misrep- 
rewnt  them,  and  bow  at  the  temple  of  Kam- 
mon. 

This  measure  of  distribntion,  sinoe  it  has 
been  a  hobby  horse  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on, 
has  presented  an  anomalous  spectacle.  The 
time  yet  belongs  to  the  history  of  this  Congress, 
when  honorable  genUemea  ii-om  the  South  and 
the  West  were  daily  found  arraying  themselves 
against  every  species  of  unnecessary  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
and  iJl  tariff  systems  which  would  yield  a  rev- 
enue beyond  the  actual  wants  and  demands  of 
the  Government.  Such  was  their  language  bnt 
a  few  weeks  or  months  ago ;  and,  in  proclum- 
ing  it,  they  struggled  hard  to  excel  each  other 
in  zeal  and  Tiolence.  And  now,  ur,  what  is 
tiie  spectacle  we  behold  t  A  system  dietri- 
bntioii,  another  and  a  speoions  name  for  a  sys- 
tem of  bribery,  has  beoi  started ;  the  bounds 
are  in  fall  cry ;  and  the  same  honorable  and 
patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watchword  of  *'  put  money  in  thy  purse ; 
ay,  put  money  in  thy  pnrse,"  vote  for  the  dis- 
tribution or  bribery  measure,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  ent^l  on  this  country  a  system  of 
taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no  par- 
allel since  the  days  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny 
tax — ^two  frigbtfol  measures  of  discord,  which 
roused  enfeebled  colonies  to  rebellion,  and  led 
to  the  finindation  of  this  mighty  repablic.  But 
we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  wis  proposed 
distribution  is  only  for  momentary  duration ; 
that  it-ia  necessary  to  relieve  the  Tretmiry  of  a 
redundant  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be 
^flotmtinnedl  Indeed,  sir  I  What  evidence 
have  we  of  the  fact  ?  What  evidence  do  we 
require  to  disprove  the  assertion  ?  This  scheme 
was  commenced  the  last  session ;  it  has  been  in- 
troduced to  this;  and  let  me  tell  you,  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as 
the  high  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people 
with  a  siren  lullaby,  and  cheat  them  out  of 
their  rights  by  dazzling  the  vision  with  gold, 
and  deluding  the  fancy  dv  the  attributes  of  so- 
pUstry.  Depend  upon  It,  rir,  if  this  tmleftil 
system  of  dii^batatm  be  not  nipped  in  the  bud, 
it  vill  betray  the  pec^le  into  Babmlstdon  hj  a 
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species  of  taxation  which  no  nation  on  earth 
^ould  endure. 

Mr.  Speaka,  I  will  not  vantonly  impugn  any 
man's  motives,  nor  will  I  spe^  to  woond  any 
man's  sensibility ;  bnt  I  must  be  permitted  to 
speak  plunly  and  with  candor,  and  I  trust  no 
one  will  deem  me  discourteous  if  Z  frankly  re- 
mark that  the  conduct  of  certain  Southern  gen- 
ii erne  in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to 
say  the'least  of  it,  equivocal,  and  has  almost 
tempted  me  to  doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own 
senses.  Are  they  sincere  and  disinterested  1 
It  is  not  my  province  to  donbt  them ;  bnt  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  they  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
their  acta  a  degree  of  insincerity,  if  their  former 
professions  can  be  relied  on ;  for,  thourfi  tmoe 
loudly  clamorous  agunst  the  tariff,  thev  are 
now  found  engaged,  oy  means  not  decidedfy  in- 
direct, oppodng  any  measure  that  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  reduce  taxatiw.  They  assail  the  land 
bill,  because  it  would  reduce  &e  tariff  some 
116,000,000  or  $20,000,000;  and  show  most 
clearly  and  condusively,  hy  their  votes,  that 
they  will  not  go  for  those  measures  of  reduction 
for  which  the  Sont^  has  so  long  ocmtended. 
Their  only  object  now  appears  to  M  the  crea- 
tion of  a  redundant  Tntaaiy,  for  the  miseraUe 
purpose  of  distribution. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accumulaticn 
and  distribution  presents  to  the  world  a  spec- 
tacle equally  to  be  deplored  and  ridiculed.  To 
combat  it  with  argument  would  be  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  House  and  the  country  in  ^acnaeing 
an  absurdity.  The  whole  qrst«a  is  not  only 
wrong,  hut  it  is  contemptible.  What  is  it,  mi 
Ay,  sir,  what  is  itt  It  is  a  scheme  to  tax  the 
South  and  West,  to  protect  the  manafisctures 
of  the  North— of  New  En^and— that  section 
of  the  country  which  is  now  engaged  in  gener- 
ating agitation  aod  strife,  for  the  openly-avow- 
ed purpose  of  sapping  the  institutions  of  every 
State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  ren- 
dering them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the 
servile  hacks  and  serfe  of  New  England.  It  is 
a  scheme  to  tax  yon  and  me,  sir,  and  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  if  you  please,  by  the  way  of 
analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the 
band  of  oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets. 
The  scheme,  sir,  to  saj  nothing  of  ite  i^justace^ 
is  contemptible ;  it  is  unwortliy  of  the  aiiight- 
ened  age  m  which  we  live ;  it  sets  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy  at  defiance,  langjis 
Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn ;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the  worid 
ever  before  regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  peo- 
ple's taxing  themselves  to  the  tune  of  millions, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  surplusage  back 
again,  at  a  discount  of  ninety  per  centum ;  tak- 
ing ih>m  the  citizen  a  dollar,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  ten  cents?  But,  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  aaj  if 
they  are  prepued  to  oppose  a  proposition  to 
rediice  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
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eminent,  by  rodncing  the  tariff  on  imports ;  or 
by  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were  cer- 
tain that  tlieniqklns  wea  to  remain  in  the  Treas- 
joj.  I  am  satimed  that  no  gentlemen  wonld 
TotB  for  a  system  which  wonut  tend  to  flU  the 
Treasnry,  vithont  a  certainty  of  tfadr  receiviag 
a  portion  of  the  plonder ;  and  yet  we  find  those 
Tery  men,  by  their  votes,  fllltng  your  pnblic 
coffers  BO  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their 
portion  of  the  Bpoils.  % 

Sir,  (oontinaed  Mr.  T.,)  I  enter  my  protest 
against  a  system  of  bargain  and  corruption, 
wUch  is  to  be  executed  by  parUes  of  different 
politioal  complexions,  for  the  porpose  of  dividing 
the  ^;K>ils  which  they  have  plnndered  iVom  the 
people.  If  the  sales  of  the  pnblic  lands  are  to 
be  oontinaed  for  the  benefit  of  the  speculators 
wbo  go  to  the  West  in  mnltitudes  for  tiie  por- 
pose (^legally  stealing  the  lands  and  Improve- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  new  Btates,  I  hopo 
my  eonstitnents  may  know  who  it  is  that  thus 
imposes  npon  them  a  system  of  Idolized  fraud 
ana  oppression.  If^  nr,  my  constituents  are  to 
be  sacrificed  by  the  maintenance  of  a  system 
of  perseontion,  got  np  and  carried  on  for  the 
pnrpose  of  filling  the  pockets  of  others  to  their 
ruin,  I  wirfi  them  to  Know  who  is  the  author 
of  the  enormity.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned,  that, 
if  ever  this  oranch  of  the  Government  is  bent 
on  the  destraction  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
and  &  violation  of  the  constitntioD,  there  is  yet 
one  ordeal  tor  It  to  pass,  where  it  may  be  shorn 
of  its  baneful  aspect  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
trust  in  Qod  that,  in  its  i^ma^o  through  that 
ordeal,  it  will  find  a  juietiu. 

Hr.  Boon  sidd  that  If  the  proposition  then 
under  consideratiOD,  to  distribute  any  portion 
of  the  snrploa  revenue  among  the  States^  that 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  1888,  should  become  a  law,  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Hew  York  (Mr,  Mann)  wonld  be 
r^eeted  by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a 
more  unjust  proposition  towards  the  new  States 
conld  not  have  entered  into  the  mind  of  man 
than  the  one  proposed  by  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Hew  York :  and,  more  especially,  the 
State  which  Mr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  of  Oongrew.  Sir,  (s^d 
Mr.  B.,)  if  a  distribntion  of  the  surplus  revenue 
(if  any  there  be)  shall  he  made  open  the  bads 
of  representation  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, manifest  injostice  wonld  be  done  to  all 
the  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1880,  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana is  entitled  to  seven  Representativee  upon 
this  floor ;  whereas,  at  this  time,  from  the  In- 
crease of  population  since  the  year  1880,  Indi- 
ana woula  be  entitled  to  at  least  twelve,  if  not 
thirteen,  Bepresentatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  sev- 
eral States ;  whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States, 
the  increase  of  population  since  the  year  1880 
has  not  been  such  as  to  increase  the  number  <^ 
thtir  BeprerataUves  in  Ocogrees  under  the 
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present  ratio,  apportioning  the  number  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  amonir  the  sevwal 
States  of  the  UhIml  How,  Mr.  Speakw,  I  ask 
i^  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  manifost  in- 
justice would  not  be  done  to  the  new  State^^ 
Euionld  the  amendment  offered  by  the  genUeman 
from  Hew  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  voted  for  the  distri- 
bation  bill  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
he  had  just  voted  for  the  same  principle  by 
way  of  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration;  hot  he  would  take  the  opportunity 
then  afforded  him  to  say  that,  in  both  instances, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  ihat  circumstances 
should  have  ctHnpelled  him  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  measure.  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had, 
on  all  proper  occasions,  opposed  the  policy  of 
tazii^  the  poapXe  for  the  purpose  ot  ralsinR  a 
suiplus  revenue,  to  be  diatiibnted  among  the 
several  States,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sew.  Gentle- 
men might  endeavor  to  make  the  system  pop- 
nlar,  by  pretending  to  return  to  the  dear  people 
that  which  they  have  been  instrumental  in 
wresting  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  by  an 
unholy  system  of  taxation  not  demanded  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  not  yet  given  up  to 
despur.  He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  Ihe  firm 
conviction  that  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  freemen  of  this  country  would  indig- 
nantly throw  off  the  shackles  that  have  alrea^ 
too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not  longer 
be  hambui^ied  by  false  pretences  of  having  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been 
wrerted  from  their  pockets,  by  a  system  of 
over-taxing  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 
The  people  are  now  told  by  a  certain  class  of 
politicians  that  there  is  remaining  in  tiie  Treas- 
ury a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  and 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government  which 
ought  to  be  returned  to,  and  distributed  among, 
the  dear  people  of  the  several  States.  And 
how,  I  asl^  is  it  to  be  effected  with  advantage 
to  the  great  body  of  the  tax-pay  ing  community  ? 
Why,  nr,  after  an  odious  and  ui^just  system  of 
taxation  has  been  fastened  and  riveted  upon  the 
people,  by  which  a  large  surplus  revenue  is 
produced,  and  after  deducting  about  twen^- 
nve  per  omt.  for  collecting  the  same^  It  is  then 
most  graciously  prcqposed  to  distribute  the  re- 
mainder theroM  among  the  several  States,  in 
ordw  that  it  may  ag^  return  to  the  dear  peo- 
ple, whose  interest  and  fhtnre  welfare  are  al- 
ways so  near  tiie  heart  of  the  pcditieal  denup 
gwne. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first 
earn  the  money  that  pays  their  taxes  under  the 
authority  of  law,  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow, 
and  by  tiie  sweat  of  their  brow  they  will  have^ 
to  re-eam  their  respective  portions  of  the  sur- ' 
plus  revenue  when  it  shall  have  been  deposited 
m  the  State  treasuries.  The  true  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall 
there  be  a  new  and  novel  poUcy  introdnoed  in 
thifl  Government  wUoh  hiis  to  its  oljeot  the 
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rai^Dg  oi  a  anrpliis  Terenao  for  distribation 
among  tiie  States;  or  diall  the  tues  of  the 
people  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  Gk>Temment?  This  is  the  onlj  tme  issne 
to  be  made  before  the  people;  and  to  this 

rstion  the  pnblic  mind  shoold  be  particularly 
wn  by  all  those  who  stand  opposed  to  mo- 
nopolies, and  all  privileged  orders  of  ererj  cbar^ 
aoter  whatever. 

The  people  will  be  fnlly  satjefled  in  a  short 
time,  HuBt  the  deporting  of  tlie  sarplns  revenue 
in  the  several  State  toeanuies  will  not  have  the 
eflfeot  of  again  returning  to  fhe  peojde  their  re* 
spectlve  portions  of  the  money  that  has  been 
nnnecessarily  and  nnrighteonsly  drawn  from 
their  pockets  by  an  niya«t  system  of  taxation 
by  the  General  OovemmenL  Mr.  B.  scdd  that, 
In  looking  into  this  sntiject  of  creating  a  snrplns 
revenae  to  be  distribated  among  the  States,  he 
conld  view  it  in  no  other  light  Ihan  having  a 
direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  independence  of 
the  State  Governments ;  and,  if  possible  to  do 
so,  to  cormpt  the  people  themselves  with  their 
own  money.  The  question  of  every  wise  l^s- 
lator  in  Oongress  should  be  as  to  tiw  best  mode 
of  redodng  the  taxes  already  imposed  cm  the 
pec^le  80  as  to  raise  a  sufficient  amount  cmly 
of  revenue  to  supply  the  legitimate  wants  of 
the  General  Govemm^t,  and  not  as  to  what 
shall  be  done  with  the  snrplns  revenue.  Re- 
dnce  the  burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon 
the  people,  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  leave  the  surplus  where  it  should  be — in 
the  pockets  of  its  rightful  owners. 

Mr.  MoKeon  sud  he  was  satisfied,  from  the 
course  the  debate  bad  taken,  that  a  general  im- 
pression existed  that  something  ought  to  be 
acne,  and  withont  delay,  to  rwiedy  the  difficnl- 
t7  in  which  the  oountly  was  now  placed  hy  its 
overflowhig  Treasury,  He,  in  common  with 
many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted ;  and  he  thought  that  a 
favorable  omwrtunity  was  now  presented  to 
gMiUemen  who  were  anxious  to  reduce  oar  re- 
otipts,  to  exhibit  the  evidence  of  their  fetd. 
The  tariff  bill  offered  a  fair  opportunity.  He 
inqnired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
offer,  as  an  amendment,  the  bill  of  hia  colleagae, 
(Ur.  GAHBBELBira,)  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  a  r^uction  of  the  tariff  (The 
Chaib  said  it  would  not.)  Sir,  if  it  is  not  in 
order,  I  mnet  submit.  I  am  disposed  to  believe 
that  if  distribnUon  Is  now  before  as,  the  meas- 
ures which  would  reduce  your  revenae  might 
not  be  out  of  place.  On  every  side  it  is  admit- 
ted that  your  income  far  exceeds  the  wants  of 
the  Govemmwt;  and  yet  It  appears,  we  are 
called  upon  to  continue  le^slation  calculated  to 
keep  np  this  strange  aystem.  I  was  one  of  that 
small  minority  which,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  voted  agunst  yonr  deposit  biU,  as  it 
was  called,  bat  a  distribution  bill  in  fact.  I 
have  seen  that  minority  more  than  doubled  on 
the  vote  Jnst  taken.  I  hare  not  regretted,  as 
79^  tiie  oppodtigii  vhieh  I  gave  to  ue  qystem 


of  distribntion:  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  mesns 
of  fiutemng  np<Hi  the  country  a  high  tariC 
Opposed,  as  I  am,  to  rusing  nnneceesary  rev- 
enue from  the  people ;  educated  in  the  schod 
of  politics  which  insists  that  the  Government 
should  be  administered  economically ;  that  tl» 
industry  of  the  people  should  not  be  taxed 
beyond  what  is  absolutely  reqnired  for  the 
wants  (and  those  wants  limited)  of  the  Got- 
erns^^  I  conld  never  assent  to  ib.e  docbins 
which  saacticmed  upneceasary  taxntimi,  aad 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  d 
enriching  the  pablio  coffers.  Gentlemen  ssj 
this  is  returning  the  money  to  the  people  I 
am  aware  it  is  by  this  plausible  ailment  they 
wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  snpport  of 
this  new  principle.  All  I  ask  is,  that  genfle- 
men  will  not  take  the  money  from  the  peopk 
It  never  can  be  returned  to  the  individuals  mm 
whom  it  is  taken.  It  is  taken  from  evoy 
human  being  who  consumes  an  article  of  food 
or  raiment.  You  tax  the  bread  the  poor  nun 
eats,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  thit 
covers  him.  You  plunder  him  in  various  w^ 
and  proclaim,  at,  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  n 
overflowing  Truisary.  Why,  dr,  is  not  tUt 
the  porest  form  of  oppreadon  f  a  not  this  ez* 
erdse  of  power  of  taxation  not  for  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Government  was  forme^  bat  ftr 
other  purposes,  sufficient  to  arouse  the  peo^t 
Who  will  insist  that,  by  any  process,  the  mm 
amount  of  money  collected,  wnich  is  abstracted, 
can  be  retomed  to  tiie  same  individual  ? 

I  am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  door  the 
strange  association  which  Is  presented  of  tiboee 
who  have  been  distingnidied  as  the  opponenta 
of  a  high  tariff  united  with  tiiose  who  hare 
been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  supporters.  I 
anl  more  astonished  to  find  gentlemen  who  sn 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  comitqr 
characterized  by  devotion  to  a  strict  constmo- 
tion  of  the  constitution,  advocating  a  destine 
which,  some  years  since,  was  denounced  a 
Senator  of  the  highest  standing  as  nnconshto- 
tional,  dangerous,  absurd,  and  inexpedient,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  an  office  of 
collection  and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who 
has  been  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra 
strict  construction  school.  And  yet  we  find 
those  who  profess  to  follow  these  lights,  and  to 
be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclamiinp  their 
attachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribu- 
tion. Not  a  man  of  them  who  would  not  de- 
nomice  any  plan  to  interfere  with  the  dcmestio 
arrangements  of  the  several  States;  and,  nerer- 
Iheless,  ore  promoting,  indirecUr,  the  very 
measores  they  are  opposed  to.  yfhtt  must  be 
the  result  of  your  distribution  t  The  States 
win  rely  npon  the  General  Govwnment ;  &ej 
will  torn  tndr  eyes  towards  this  Oapitol  as  the 
point  from  which  golden  streams  ore  to  be 
poured  forth  npon  them  to  carry  on  their  inter- 
nal improvements ;  yon  will  make  the  6tf^ 
dependent  npon  the  General  Government,  in- 
stead of  this  Government  d^ndent  upon  the 
States:  in  a  word,  yon  win  change  the  whola 
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form  of  your  Government,  yon  will  destroy  its 
nature,  and,  instead  of  Laving  it  simple  and 
economical,  you  will  tranrform  it  Into  one  com- 
plicated and  extravagant 

Ur.  Tub  HILL  then  demanded  the  previous 
qoestion,  bat  the  House  refiued  to  second  it — 
yeu  76,  nays  110. 

The  debate  was  then  resnmed. 

Mr.  Yanbebpoel  said  be  wonld  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  his  colleagae,  ^r.  Uaitn,)  thongh 
lie  had  voted  agsinst  the  bUl  of  the  last  session 
—a  vote  of  which  he  was  rendered  prouder 
and  prouder  by  every  additional  day.  He 
would  vote  for  ute  amendment  of  his  colleague, 
not  because  ho  fav<H^  the  principle  of  distri- 
bution, for  it  was  a  principle  so  obnoxious  to 
him,  that,  do  what  you  please,  he  conld  not 
vote  for  or  compromise  it ;  but  if  we  must  have 
^stribtttion,  let  us,  at  least,  have  such  a  ratio 
as  shall  possess  something  like  the  semblance 
of  justice.  The  amendment  of  his  collei^e 
provided  that  the  stuplos  should  be  ^stribnted 
aooording  to  the  same  role  by  which  the  money 
was  ruMd  by  taxation  from  the  people.  The 
rule  for  distribnUtm  adopted  by  the  act  of  last 
session  was  whdly  iodeunsible. 

Ifr.  v.  sud  be  had  very  attentively  noticed 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the  proportion  for  this 
new  distribution,  which  haa  just  been  carried ; 
and  thongh '  he  had  often  heard  of  Tankee 
acoteness  and  sagacity,  though  he  had  often, 
while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikinfj^y 
exemplified,  he  had  never  seen  them  more  sig- 
nally illustrated  tlian  on  this  occasion.  Gen- 
tlemen  from  the  tariff  districts  of  the  East,  and 
many  gentlemen  from  the  South,  in  relation  to 
the  subject  now  before  us,  were  going  hand  in 
hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  boat ;  bnt,  with- 
out much  dteparaging  the  sagacity  of  gentlemen 
from  the  South,  he  most  be  permitteato  use  an 
eld  and  homely  adage,  and  say  that  the  Yan- 
kees *'  best  knew  on  which  side  their  bread 
was  buttered.*!  He  had,  as  he'  had  observed, 
often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  cool,  keen, 
and  calculating  sagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  East, 
especially  when  contrasted  with  the  more  im- 
petuous temperament  which  characterized  an- 
other quarter;  and  the  vote  which  had  jnst  been 
taken  affiirded  a  new  subject  for  such  admira- 
tion. Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken, 
and  recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a 
■iDj^  gentleman  representing  a  high  tariff 
mannfii^ariiig  dtitriot  who  hu  voted  a«dnBt 
this  aeoond  and  most  mis^ievous  plan  cff  dis- 
tribotion.  While  one  Southern  gentleman  here 
and  another  there  drops  off  and  goes  for  distri- 
botion,  opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  re- 
ducUon,  the  tariff  representatives  of  New  Eng- 
hmd  march  offin  solid  phalanx,  in  support  of 
ttiia  scheme,  *Str,  they  know  well  what  they 
are  about.  Their  keen  sagacity  has  told  and 
^adosed  to  t^em  what  their  policy  is  tending 
to.  They  know  that  the  policy  of  distribution 
is  opposed  to  the  policy  of  reduction,  and  there- 
fore  they  go  to  a  man  for  the  former.  He  (Mr. 


V.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentlemen  frm  the 
South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  support  of 
ako  high  tariff  polioy. 

.  Masok,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  T.  to 
for  making  personal  reflections ;  and  the 
Oeaxr  deeded  tliat  Mr.  Y.  was  not  oat  of  order.] 
Mr.  Y.  sdd  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  ho  in- 
tend to  make,  any  peramal  reflections.  Gentle- 
men were,  no  donbL  pure  and  patri<rtio  in  the 
coarse  they  were  taking ;  but  he  sor^  had  a 
right  to  say  that  the  gentlemen  who  represented 
high  tariff  distriota  knew  best  what  uiey  were 
alKiut;  that  this  miserable  and  demoralizing 
scheme  of  distribution  would  serve  long  and 
copiously  to  oil  their  spindlee,  and  give  new 
impetus  to  their  shattlea,  whilst  its  effect  would 
be  any  thing  but  benignant  upon  the  Southern 
planting  States.  He  had  a  right  to  say,  and  he 
would  say,  that  this  plan  of  dtstribution  number 
two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  par- 
ties, and  that  some  opposed  to  a  tuiff,  and 
others  in  &vor  of  a  lu^  tari£^  were  hare  now 
found  in  a  most  mmatural  anion.  Tear  after 
year  had  the  hi|^  nltra^ariff  party  in  ibrmer 
years  addressed  to  you  the  hor8e>leech  cry  of 
Give,  give  us  more  protection."  The  gener^ 
sentiment  of  the  country  now  is,  that  they  bad 
been  most  inordinate  and  nnreasonable  in  their 
demands  for  protection.  Their  eopidity  had  well 
nigh  dissolved  the  Union.  Their  own  laws  and 
their  own  measures  had  swelled  your  revenues 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government ; 
and  now  they  found  tiiemselves  in  a  pomtion 
of  much  peril:  He  could  not  say  that  he  was 
destitute  of  all  sympathy  for  them,  as  the  man- 
afiu;taring  interest  in  his  district  was  a  very 
important  one.  It  embraced  many  gentlemen 
for  whom  he  had  a  high  regard.  Still  he  must 
and  would  repeat  what  he  had  u&d  shortiy  after 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  that  if  tiie 
altemativewereiweseDtedtohini,  "Bringdown 
your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  perpetoate  this  polioy  of  distribu- 
tion," he  would  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduc- 
tion. If  genUemen  would  not  pass  the  land 
hill,  if  they  would  not  do  any  thing  to  terminate 
the  evil  of  a  plethoric  Treasury,  and  avert  the 
evils  inseparable  from  perpetual  distribution, 
they  leave  as,  who  deprecate  those  evils,  no 
option ;  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to 
bring  it  down  to  the  wants  of  tiie  Government. 
Was  there  any  gentleman  here  of  meh  snper- 
fidal  virion  as  not  to  be  able  to  see  that  the 
present  movement  was  an  effort  to  fix  perma> 
nently  on  tibe  country,  by  the  seductive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  o^  taxation  far  beyond 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government? 

Mr.  HoOoMAB  rose  sod  addressed  the  Speaker. 
He  said  that  heretofore  he  had  remained  rilent 
in  this  debate,  and  thooght  it  was  better  to  act 
upon  the  question  than  to  waste  the  predous 
time  of  the  House  in  fhiitiess  discussion.  But 
from  the  gratuitous  remarks  of  the  gentieman 
ftom  New  York  (Mr.  Yaitdbbpobl)  he  felt  Um- 
self  compelled,  in  defence  of  himself  and  those 
whom  he  acted  with  upon  this  qnestiw,  to 
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make  a  few  reniArkB,  Hie  Mntlanan  seenu  to 
feel  a  deep  concera  for  the  u^wert  of  oar  oon- 
stitaents.  He  thiUiks  thej  are  tolsFei»reBeDted 
upon  tlds  floor.  If  r.  MoO.  said  he  bad  no  doobt 
but  that  his  constitaaits  would  feel  under  last- 
log  obligatioiia  to  that  honorable  gentleman  for 
his  kind  interporition,  for  his  able  and  manlj 
dd'eDce  of  their  interest  on  this  floor.  If  the;' 
did  not,  be  shoald  think  it  base  inffratitnde,  as 
the  honorable  member  was,  ont  of  the  aaper- 
abnndance  of  his  kindness  to  tbem,  compel  led, 
as  a  matter  of  necesnty^  to  misrepresent  his 
own  constituents.  He  said  this  generous  disin- 
terestedness could  not  fail  to  meet  its  reward  in 
the  approbattou  of  a  grateftil  and  generons  peo- 
jAe.  Mr.  MoO.  said  he  would  assure  the  gentle- 
man that  that  was  the  character  a£  the  people 
be  bad  the  honor  to  reimsent  hen. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  struck 
with  horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen 
Totiog  for  this  bill.  He  has  exhibited  the  tarifl^ 
in  its  motft  fiightftil  form,  to  their  imaginations, 
and  gravely  inquires  if  it  is  the  policy  of  South- 
ern gentlemen  to  rivet  a  i>roteeting  tariff  on  the 
Soutii.  Mr.  MoC.  said  this  scarecrow  had  been 
too  recently  dag  from  its  grave  to  inspire  bim 
with  any  terror.  He  thot^t  the  veil  of  the 
gentleman  was  too  thin  to  conceal  his  true 
oourse  from  the  gaze  of  the  Southern  people. 
The  Sooth  was  not  so  completely  hamessed  in 
party  shackles,  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  oonunon  cause  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  Th^y  have  been  too  long 
fed  by  empty  protoriona.  They  look  upon  this 
question  m  a  sober  light ;  they  aaj  to  these 
niendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whon  burden 
of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  reduction  of  duties, 
why  is  this  measure  not  effected  t  "What  pre- 
vents the  passage  of  a  law  to  that  effect  f  Has 
not  Ibe  administration  a  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress !  Is  it  not  in  theur  power 
at  any  moment  to  take  up  that  subject  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others  t  Sir,  it  is  too  plun,  this 
IHilse  feeler,  or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  MoO.  said  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been 
introduced  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and 
had  been  qnietly  sleepmg  on  the  table  to  the 
present  time;  the  people  in  the  Sooth  iSi  tiiis 
time  anxioDsly  waiting  to  see  the  actim  of  Ckm- 
grass  iq>on  the  snt^ect  TThere  was  the  ual 
of  the  gentleman  for  Uie  South  all  this  timef 
ffir,  it  dept  upon  the  table  with  the  bill.  How 
oan  we  account  for  the  new-born  zeal  of  tiie 
gentleman,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish 
to  have  appended  to  that  bill  a  bill  ripping  up 
and  changing  the  whole  tariff  laws  of  the  conn- 
try  I  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  a  ^nee- 
tion  so  complex  in  ita  nature,  and  combming 
such  a  varied  of  interoets  as  the  subject  of  the 
tari^  can  be  a^jnsted  in  fifteen  minutes.  Mr. 
MoO.  sud  that  this  subject  might  be  plain  to 
the  miod  of  that  gentleman,  yet  he  confessed  it 
waa  one  of  great  diffiooltT^  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  rote  upon  a  Ull  making  snch 
rafioal  ehanges  In  &a  settled  policy  of  the 
eonntzy,  without  bearing  it  amply  discussed,  in 
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all  its  bearings.  And  no  man  oould  belien 
that  a  measure  ot  snoh  magnitude  coeld  be 
properly  matured  at  thte  late  period  at  the  men- 
siou ;  nor  did  he  believe  that  it  was  ever  in* 

tended  to  be  ^soussed  or  passed  this  sesnon. 

[Here  Mr.  CAHBBKLaifa  interrupted  itr, 
MoOoMAs,  and  said  that,  fn»n  the  extraordi- 
nary coarse  of  the  present  Oongrees,  be  bad 
not  been  able  to  have  the  fq>propriation  bills 
acted  on.] 

Hr.  McOoHAs  replied  that  ibe  administration 
held  the  destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their 
own  hands,  and  could  give  them  any  directioo 
they  pleased.  The  Southern  people  would  be 
amased  when  they  came  to  leam  that  their 
zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
construotioa  of  the  ooostituticHi,  and  for  a  ie> 
dnetdcm  of  the  taril^  avowed  himself  at  the 
same  tune,  a  representative  of  a  tariff  disbriot 
It  seems  to  me  the  honorable  gentlenun  has 
over-cropped  himself.  He  will  find  it  a  diffl* 
colt  matter  to  look  both  ways  at  the  same  tinie. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  be  reminds  me  of  the 
Indian  who  complained  that  he  often  suffered 
from  cold  because  his  blanket  was  too  ^ort. 
When  be  covered  bis  head  bis  feet  were  naked, 
and  when  he  covered  his  feet,  his  bead  was 
naked.  So,  far,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  the 
honorable  member  had  better  attend  atriotly  ta 
the  interest  of  bis  own  oonatituenta,  and  leave 
the  interests  of  other  pec^  to  tiinr  TvpnamA- 
ative^. 

The  gentleman  has  aidd  that  we  are  taxing 
the  people  for  Retribution.  This  appears  to  be 
a  talinBanio  word  with  those  gentlemen  who 
wish  to  keep  Ibe  money.  Mr.  MoO.  denied  that 
one  dollar  of  the  surplus  money  was  rmeed  1^ 
taxation.  It  was  from  the  sale  of  property.  It 
was  from  the  sale  of  pablio  lands,  the  common 
proper^  of  the  people  of  all  the  States^  He 
said  it  had  not  occurred,  be  supposed,  to  those 
wise  lecturers,  that  the  oustoms  for  tiie  last 
three  years  had  not  tMud  the  expenses  of  the 
Qovernment,  or  any  thing  like  it ;  iwd  but  for 
the  extraoitlinary  Mies  of  the  public  lauda,  we 
should  not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treas- 
ury, but,  on  the  contrary,  we  should  have  been 
bai^rui^  And  yet  we  are  c(mdnnally  told,  if 
we  divide  out  uia  sales  oi  the  pnbuo  lands 
auKHig  the  people,  it  is  levying  a  tax  mom 
tbem.  Sir,  if  putting  money  in  the  pe<^e*8 
pockets  is  taxing  them,  tbw  they  will  not  be 
apt  to  complin  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  The 
fbnd  accruing  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  has, 
in  my  Judgment,  been  improperly  put  into  the 
Katioiul  Treasury.  Mr.  McO.  said  he  believed 
it  was  a  direct  violation  of  tbe  deed  of  ceeaion, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  QovemmCTt 
By  that  deed,  it  wUl  be  seen  that  all  the  land 
that  remained  unsold,  after  tbe  objects  of  the 
grant  had  been  complied  wiA,  was  to  be  the 
common  pn^erty  of  all  the  States,  Virginia 
inclosive. 

To  upon  the  States  tor  the  money  depoe* 
ited  witii  tbem  would  be  a  ruinous  polM^. 
Many  States  have  already  onbaiked  in  cs- 

Digitized  by  Google 


DiMrSmtioK  Qaettim — Dtpont  mA  the  Statet. 


DEBATES  OF. CONGRESS. 


821 


TxmuvAKr,  1887.] 

tODsi've  works  of  internal  ImproTement  upon 
the  fiuth  and  credit  of  that  moner— improve- 
ments  that  are  opeidog  a  thousand  arennea  to 
'wealth  and  pro^rlty,  and  will  enable  these 
loeal  oonuDoniUes  to  develop  tfadr  full  re- 
Bouroea ;  and  to  call  for  that  money  now  wonld 
be  political  madness,  and  few  men  wonld  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  snoh  a  measure. 
Gentlemen  make  lone  and  labored  argnments 
to  prove,  what  nobody  denies,  that  Congress 
may  repc^  the  compromise  act  Sir,  I  am  not 
m  favor  of  collecting  more  revenue  than  is 
wanted  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
QoTemmeot ;  yet,  in  brin^g  the  Government 
to  that  standardf  acnne  respect  should  be  pud 
to  the  great  and  leading  interests  of  the  ooun- 
try  I  to  the  time  and  manner  this  thing  shonld 
be  done ;  and,  tar^  without  a  more  urgent  ne- 
eeaaity  than  now  exists,  we  shonld  await  the 
oporation  of  the  compromise  biU.  Sir,  tiie 
foundation  of  this  Government  was  laid  deep 
in  the  priaeiples  of  compromise.  Hie  same  ele- 
memtB  of  discord  existed  at  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Government  that  exist  now.  The  con- 
stitution was  formed  by  mntnal  concession  of 
all  parties;  and,  to  be  administered  f^rly,  it 
most  be  done  in  the  same  spirit.  Sir,  it  cannot 
be  £Hgotten  that  this  Government,  in  the  coarse 
<Xf  its  administration,  called  Korthem  capital 
from  the  ocean,  and  compelled  its  owners  to 
employ  it  npon  land ;  and  by  a  series  of  l^;is- 
latkm.  whether  tight  or  wron^  in  some  meas- 
vre  plighted  the  &ith  of  the  Government  to 
that  policy.  Sir,  the  painfol  controversy  be- 
tween tfae  North  and  the  South  upon  this  ques- 
tion is  Crash  in  the  recollection  of  this  House — 
a  controversy  that  shook  this  confederacy  to  its 
centre ;  yes,  sir,  a  controversy  that  threatened 
a  dissolution  of  this  Union,  and  the  arraying 
brother  agunst  brother  in  deadly,  and  mortal 
combat — an  event  that  every  trembling  patriot 
must  have  retarded  as  the  funeral  knell  of  de- 
parting lilrarty. 

Mr.  PioKKNs  said  he  came  from  a  State  which 
would  be  affected  very  little  by  either  ratio  of 
distribution  that  might  be  adopted:  it  made 
very  little  difference  to  South  Carolina  what 
ratio  of  &tribution  might  be  established.  Her 
omnbined  representation  in  both  Honaes  bears 
neariy  the  same  proportion  to  the  oomlnned 
r^resentation  of  all  the  States,  as  ber  repre- 
■eDtation  in  this  House  boars  to  the  whole  rep- 
resentation here.  But  ho,  (Mr.  P.,)  if  he  gave 
any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was  bound  to  con- 
feu  that  he  considered  that  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  last  year  a  more  jost  and  equita- 
Ue  one  than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made 
by  this  amendment,  according  to  the  represen- 
tation on  this  floor  alone.  It  ought  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  revenne  to  be  distrib' 
uted  did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation  j  oo 
the  contrary,  it  was  a  fund  principally  derived 
from  the  sale  of  Umds.  Ur.  P.  did  not  consider 
that  branch,  strictly  and  technically  ^^eaking, 
public  rerenoe ;  at  least,  it  did  not  arise  from 
taxotum,  because  those  prasons  who  had  paid 
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this  money  had  received  a  foil  equivalent  for 
the  same :  there  was  a  quid  pro  quo  on  both 
ddes ;  and  this  was  not  taxation,  it  was  a'sale ; 
the  parties  therefore  from  whom  this  mwer 
was  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He  ^r.  P.) 
had  beard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold,  raised  immense  revenue, 
as  if  it  were  a  burden ;  whereas,  their  people 
bad  received  a  full  consideration  for  all  the 
money  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury.  This 
was  important  to  be  cousidered.  Kow,  in  de- 
termining the  ratio  of  distribution  or  deposit  of 
fimds  thus  derived,  it  would  be  difficult  to  fix 
any  ratio  exactly  equal.  But  he  Qtr.  F.)  was 
most  willing— nay,  he  was  most  anxious— to 
ado^t  that  ratio  which  came  nearest  to  strict 
justiioe ;  and  it  oert^ly  ^>peared  to  him  that 
me  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  ground  of  repre- 
sentation in  this  House  was  not  the  most  just, 
because  the  fund  was  derived  not  from  direct 
taxation,  but  from  sales  of  public  lands  and 
Imposts.  According  to  the  most  generally  re- 
ceived doctrine,  (but  which  was  not  strictly 
true,)  import  duties  were  pmd  according  to 
consumption,  and  consumption  was  according 
to  popnJatiou.  In  this  pomt  of  view,  a  distri- 
bution according  to  representation  in  this  House 
would  exclude  two-fifths  of  a  certain  class  of 
our  population  in  a  certtun  section  of  this 
ITnioD,  and  would  not  do  justice.  But,  frirthw, 
it  was  well  known  that  in  certain  States  there 
had  been  a  laive  increase  of  population  since  the 
last  census.  For  instance,  there  were  Alabama, 
Uississippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illi- 
nois, Indiana,  and  Michigan:  some  of  these 
States  had  doubled  their  population,  and  more 
justice  would  be  done  them  by  the  combined 
ratio  than  the  single.  The  ratio  of  both  Houses 
combined  would  approach  nearer  Justice  than 
any  other  we  could  adopt. 

The  funds  raised  from  the  sale  of  public  lands 
were  strictly  trust  funds ;  and  this  Government 
was  created  a  trustee  under  the  grants  of  teri^ 
tory  fix)m  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caiv 
olina,  and  other  States,  which  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power.  The 
act  ce^ne  these  lands  is  in  these  words:  **^That 
the  s^d  umds  shall  be  considered  as  a  common 
frmd,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  States  as  have  become  or  ^all  become 
members  of  the  confederation  or  federal  alliance 
of  said  States,  Vir^nia  inclusive,  according  to 
their  nsual  respective  portions  of  the  general 
charge  and  expenditure ;  and  shall  be  £utfa- 
f^ly  and  'bonajide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose, 
and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintaio&d  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Qovemmeut,  after  all  demands  t^nst  rt 
were  satisfied,  to  deposit  the  surplns  remaining, 
so  that  the  States  should  receive  the  "  use and 
'*  l>enefit,"  as  far  as  possible,  intended'  by  those 
States  ori^ndly  ceding  the  lands.  He  con- 
tended that  it  wss  not  only  sound'  policy,  but 
car  duty.  The  question  as  to  a  deposit  of  the 
suiplus  rev«iu&  was  one  between  the  safety 
aiM  pn^riety  w  State  corporation^  selected  as 
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deposit  banks,  and  the  States  themselves ;  and 
how  any  gentleman  could  hesitate  between  the 
two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive.  The 
one  sjstem  gave  lui  the  unknown  and  danger- 
ous power  of  banks,  the  ot^er  the  fidth  and  the 
Btabuily  of  the  States ;  and,  whatever  benefit 
might  arise,  the  citizens  of  the  States  conld  re- 
ceive it,  1n^«ad  of  corporationB  with  esoln^ve 
privUegBs. 

Mr,  Feabob,  of  Bhode  Island,  rose  and  said 
be  thought  it  necessary  for  every  gentleman  to 
exercise  a  little  philosophy  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  generally  with 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Tandbbtoel,)  but  he  had  not  entered  into  col- 
lision with  any  one  in  the  vote  be  hod  given. 
He  thoeght  it  did  not  come  with  ^ood  grace 
from  New  York  to  oppose  this  bill,  on  the 
gronnd  that  Bhode  Islaiid,  Delaware,  and  other 
small  States,  received  a  small  ftaotion  more 
than  titey  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it 
was  not.  perhfUM,  pleasant  to  come  from  a  small 
State ;  for,  if  n  gained  a  little  but  onoe  in  a 
hundred  years,  there  was  no  end  to  the  re- 

6 roaches  made  on  that  account  Ht.  F.  asked 
'  it  was  &ir  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied  ?  New  York  might  be  called  the  roling 
city ;  there  they  generaUy  had  seven  or  eight 
mulions  on  hand,  of  which  they  were  always 
receiving  tiie  benefit,  and  yet  they  were  not 
satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  be  shown  that  New 
York  had  received  nearly  seven  millions  more 
than  it  was  entitled  to.  When  he  (Mr.  F.)  saw 
that  great  State  arrayed  to  deprive  the  small 
States  of  the  litUe  wmch  they  received,  he  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  lift  np  his  voice  against 
it.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted  agtinst  the  amrad- 
ment  of  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
BxLL,)  beoanae  he  was  not  willing  to  record  the 
idea  uiat  there  woald  be  a  snrolns  revenue  to 
divide  among  the  States ;  he  aid.  not  wish  to 
rive  an  argument  in  favor  of  a  bill  which  bis 
honorable  friend  from  New  York  (Mr,  Oambbe- 
utNo)  had  called  a  free  trade  bill :  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  that  bill  introduced ;  but,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus  to  divide,  it  might  be  pro- 
Tided  for  by  a  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in 
for  thf^  purpose ;  and  then,  in  such  an  event, 
be  ^ould  go  upon  the  ground  that  it  ought  to 
he  divided  according  to  the  ratio  of  the  States, 
and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  representation  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  DE5NT,  in  reply  to  Oie  observ^ons  of 
Mr.  Vavdbbfoel,  ooaerred  that  he  (Mr.  Van- 
dbbposl)  had  not  pointed  out  who  were  the 

true  horse-leeches,  crying  "give,  pve."  He 
contended  it  was  not  the  States  to  which  this 
appelladon  ought  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  haaks.  They  had  the  money 
for  their  benefit ;  among  them  it  was  distrib- 
uted, and  the  country  c^ed  upon  them  to  dis- 
gorge. They  were  the  tme  leeches ;  they  held 
00 ;  and  if  gentlemen  voted  in  the  views  of 
that  Iionorable  genUcman,  (Mr.  Takdbbpoel,) 
they  would  still  be  permitted  to  hold  on.  We 
are  (siud  Mr.  D.)  in  possesion  of  a  sniplos  which 


is  not  derived  from  revenue,  but  from  the  sale 
of  the  public  lands.  The  honorable  gentleman 
(Mr.  Yakdebpoel)  alleges  that  the  diiitribntuiii 
of  this  surplus  among  the  States  will  have  a 
most  ruinous  tendency ;  it  will  moke  the  Union 
a  mere  rope  of  sand.  These  he  (Mr.  D.)  tboD|^ 
extraor^aiy  ai^uments:  we  shaU  uve  ortt 
all  tiiis ;  the  danger  wbioh  the  hon<mtble  sea* 
tleman  threatens  is  not  to  be  iqiprehended; 
but  on  the  contrary,  great  danger  is  to  be  a^ 
prebended  if  such  a  surplus  is  \m  at  the  diaer** 
tion  of  the  Govenunent,  to  be  loaned  out  at  its 
pleasure  to  banks  in  every  section  of  the  coun- 
try, thus  enabUng  the  Government  to  exerdse 
a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union,  of  an  ex- 
tent and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
coimtry  in  the  world.  But  the  honorable  geiv- 
tleman,  (Mr.  Yabdebfobl,)  instead  of  going 
into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  pladng  these 
things  in  their  true  light,  has  adopted  a  cUfi^ 
ent  course,  and  has  contented  himself  viUi 
pas^ng  in  review  the  different  votes  which  have 
been  given  by  different  gentlemen  0H4his  ques- 
tion. Why  IS  this?  Why  has  he  not  rather 
discussed  the  real  merits  of  the  questicMa  t  In- 
stead of  the  merits  of  the  case,  he  has  bron|d)t 
into  the  field  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  as  if  uM 
better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feelings  rather 
than  to  ailment.  He  (Mr.  Yanderpoel)  his 
spoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  charwt^ 
ized  by  this  appellation  Ms  own  oonstitueDlSk 
Let  them  judge  for  themselves  how  far  ihev 
merit  the  term.  To  him  it  appeared  New  York 
was  more  deserving  the  term  than  any  other 
section  of  the  country ;  for,  out  of  twenlgr-tw* 
millions  from  the  customs,  New  York  reoeived 
thirteen  milliou^  which  was  pud  there ;  and 
who,  then,  he  would  ask,  was  the  hor8e4eedtt 
Mr.  BoBKBTSoN  stud  he  would  not  be  so  un- 
reasonable as  to  detiun  the  House  at  that  late 
hour.  He  rose  merely  to-  make  his  aoknowlr 
edgments  to  the  gentleman  from  New  Ycoki 
(Jlr.  Yandeepokl,)  who  had  so  kindly  under- 
taken to  represent  the  State  of  Yii^ia.  The 
gentleman  nod  only  followed  the  example  of 
the  State  from  whence  ho  came,  in  takiiig  the 
old  Commonwealth  under  his  espeual  protec- 
tion ;  and,  as  one  of  ber  representatives,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all  due  hu- 
mility, to  acknowledge  the  favor.  Those  whom 
^e  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  aeem^ 
have  mirtaken  her  interest  and  their  own  duty. 
We  have  been  outwitted,  the  gentleman  tells 
us;  gulled  by  a  Yankee  trick  into  the  suppwt 
of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  upon  oar  con- 
stituents the  present  ruinous  tariff.  The  North- 
em  gentlemen  very  consistently  urge  a  distri- 
bution of  the  surplus,  in  order  (says  the  gentle* 
man  from  New  York)  to  prevent  the  success  of 
any  plan  for  reducing  the  revenue  and  dimin- 
ishing the  high  rate  of  duties ;  and  we  of  the 
South,  who  vote  with  them,  are  the  dupes  of 
their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
himself  is  entitled  to  great  cte^t  for  his  o«m 
wonderful  acuteness,  which  enables  him  so 
dearly  to  see  through  the  deugns  of  those  vei/ 
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sagacious  pditicisns ;  and  it  1b  kind  in  him  to 
apprise  US  of  onr  danger.  I  shonld  like  to  have 
beard  Mm  assign  the  reasons  whj  New  York, 
some  years  Pflst,  Bo  mnch  io  favor  of  distribnt- 
ing  the  Barplos,  is  nov  so  decidedly  opposed  to 
it.  The  tme  reason  might  perhaps  be  found  to 
be  that,  having  always  a  very  lai^  share  of  the 
pnblio  fhnds,  she  gains  more  by  keeping  what 
she  has  than  by  coming  into  a  ^r  dmsion. 
Bat,  without  attempting  to  account  for  the 
motives  which  influence  others,  I  will  very 
frankly  tell  the  gentleman  the  reasoxts  that  in- 
duce me  to  vote  for  a  distribution.  Sir,  it  is 
with  no  view,  as  he  would  in^uate,  of  keep- 
ing up  the  present  tarifi^  but  with  a  view  to 
ecnmteraet  it.  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  the  gen- 
Ueman  from  New  York,  who  belonss  to  the 
dondoaat  minority — ^to  wat  party  which  pro- 
Asses  BO  strong  an  interest  for  the  South,  and 
so  moeh  hostility  to  this  tariff— should  taunt 
Sonttkem  gentlemen  of  the  minori^  with  a  de- 
Mgn  to  co-operate  with  the  North  in  keeping 
it  up  f  If  be  and  Ms  party  are  sincere  in  their 
prolesnons,  why  have  they,  who  wield  the 
whole  power  of  legislation,  permitted  the  South 
so  long  to  beplundered  by  this  nqjust  system  of 
taxation?  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  for  a 
day,  when  they  have  the  power  at  any  moment 
to  repeal  it!  Why  has  the  scheme  rednc- 
tioo  proposed  during  the  present  session  been 
pmnttted,  until  this  late  aay,  to  slumber  npon 
the  table. 

Sr,  it  is  beeanse  we  have  no  oonfldraoe  In 
tlinr  profeerions  that  we  are  compelled  to  take 
the  means  left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring 
to  the  people  of  the  South  what  this  democratic 
m^<nity  continuee  to  exact  from  them.  It  is 
this  oonrideration — the  conviction  that  the  snr- 
plns  revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  sales  of 
the  pubUo  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an 
oppresNve  and  unconstitutional  tariff,  belongs 
to  the  people,  and  would  be  worse  than  wastM 
by  bein^  left  to  the  disposal  of  this  Government 
--that  induced  me  to  support  the  propoeition 
last  year  for  distributing  it  Upon  the  same 
printuples,  until  the  mlHig  party  shall  reduce 
the  t«n£  or  take  some  efiratrtnal  m^ihod  for 
limiting  the  revaniies  to  the  Just  wants  of  the 
Government,  I  will  vote  for  a  distribution ;  I 
can  it  a  distribution,  beeanse  In  tmth  no  one 
expects  a  dtrflar  wHl  ever  bo  called  for  by  tMs 
Govemment.  Only  consider,  Bir„what  would 
bare  been  our  present  condition!  had  the  act 
<^  Uie  last  season  not  been  passed.  We  found 
in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  January  last, 
an  unexpended  balance  of  about  fourteen  millions 
remaining  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year ;  about  ux  millions  more  it 
is  thoo^t  reinained  unexpended,  in  the  safe 
keeoing  of  the  diflborsing  ofBcers.  We  distrib- 
oted  among  the  States  about  thirly-seveu  mil- 
lions!, making,  together,  about  fifty-seven  mil- 
lioos ;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  re- 
ceipts into  the  Treasury  during  the  current 
year,  and  yon  would  have  had  an  aggregate 
Bom  of  ninety  or  one  hundred  milHou  of  dol- 


lars, perhaps  even  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  seanon.  What,  dr.  shomd  we  have 
done  with  itt  We  impropriated,  last  year, 
about  twenty  miliions  more  than  could  be  ex- 
pended. Should  we  have  been  called  upon  still 
to  increase  our  extravagant  and  enormous  ap- 
propriations to  acoumuuU«  still  larger  balances  ? 
Yes,  sir ;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  oseless  lortifica- 
tions,  splendid  custom-houses,  li^h  salaries, 
and  corrupt  jobs  of  every  sort,  to  carry  on  an 
ni^ust  system  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
Northern  and  Western  Statra,  from  which  the 
Sonthem  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived 
little  or  no  b^efit  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  gen- 
tionan  from  New  York  s^s,  the  people  of  the 
South  have  been  guDed ;  t£ey  have  been  gulled 
witii  promises  <n  retrenchment  long  enough, 
while  suffering  tnm  the  oppressive  exactions 
of  this  Government,  and  have  at  length,  I  trust,* 
awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  rights  and 
of  their  interest 

Ur.  HoAB  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution ; 
that  man,  he  thought,  would  deserve  a  straight 
jacket,  who  would  think  of  such  a  thing ;  but 
he  viewed  this  money,  not  as  the  proceeds  of 
taxation,  for  it  came  fh>m  the  sale  of  lands,  uot 
fh>m  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Hr.  H.  concluded  hj  laying  down  this 
proportion:  that  of  all  curses  which  can  be 
inflicted  upon  a  oonntiT,  a  course  of  lef^dation 
characterized  by  sndoai  changes,  compelling 
the  citizens  ft«qaentiy  to  obange  th«r  pursoits 
and  employment,  is  uie  greatest  corse ;  this  he 
held  to  be  a  proporation  wMch  no  one  cotdd 
deny.  The  reverse  of  tiiis  is  the  side  of  the 
bread  on  which  the  butter  lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  K&bs,  and  dedded  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  OAHBBBLENa  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing proposition,  by  wtn-  of  amendment  to  Mr. 
Bbll's  amendment,  which  he  sud  he  would 
do  vitiiottt  one  word    debate : 

Se  U  JMker  «fiw«Mi  That  from  and  aSbae  the  81st 
of  December  next  in  all  cases  whete  duties  are  Ua- 
posed  on  foreign  unp<»ts  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
July,  1882,  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
sevenl  acts  impodng  duties  on  imports,"  or  by  any 
other  act,  which  exceed  20  per  oentum  on 
the  value  thereof,  one-third  put  of  soob  excess  shall 
bededncted;  from  and  ifterthe  8001  of  June,  1888, 
OD&half  of  the  residue  of  sudi  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted; and  on  the  80th  of  December,  183S,  the 
other  bfdf  shall  be  deducted;  any  thing  in  the  act  of 
the  £d  of  March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 

^KC.  2.  And  be  itfurtiur  enacted,  from  and 
after  the  80th  September  next,  the  duty  on  nit  shall 
be,  and  the  same  is  heieby,  r^ealed. 

Ur.  Bill  rwsed  tiie  p<^t  of  ordw  whether 
Bodi  a  propo^on,  bdng  of  a  distinct  and  sub- 
stantive oharaoter,  in  no  wi^  analogons  either 
iritJi  file  bQl      the  amendment,  oonld  be 
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moved ;  and,  also,  that  it  was  the  same  as  a 
bill  already  before  the  Hoase. 

The  Ohaib  (temporarily  occnpied  by  Kr. 
Briggs)  decided  f^ainst  the  point,  on  the 
gronnd  that  the  amendment  was  not  the  same 
as  the  bill  in  qaestion. 

Kr.  GAUBBBUQia  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Hbboib  then  took  an  appeal  from  the 
decimon  of  the  Ohair  that  the  amendment  was 
hi  order. 

The  qaestion  was  tak«i  on  the  appeal,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— yeas  94,  nays  07. 

So  the  Hoose  reversed  tiie  deddon  <^  the 
Ohair. 

The  qneetion  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Oonmiittee  of  Wi^b  and  jy[eans, 
*  as  amended  by  Hr.  Bbll,  and  Voided  in  the 
afiBrmative — yeas  110,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  concarred  In. 

Mr.  pATTOH  add  he  deured  to  say  a  few 
words  before  the  qaestion  was  taken,  not  for 
tiie  purpose  of  discnissing  the  principles  ot  the 
deporit  act  but  for  Uie  pai)>ose  of  ezidaining 
distinctly  the  grounds  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  give,  aad  which  might  perhaps  otherwise  be 
misonderstood.  I  was  one  of  those,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, (sud  Mr.  P.,)  who  zealously  and  strennonsly 
supported  the  hill  of  the  last  session,  directing 
the  deposit  of  the  snrplns  revenue  with  the 
States.  I  considered  it  and  intended  it  bona 
fide  as  a  deposit,  and  not  as  a  distrihntion ;  and 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  looking  to  the  actual 
circamstanoes  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then 
thought  it  a  most  salutary,  necessary,  and  con- 
stitutional measure.  I  have  seen  nothing  and 
heard  notitlng  which  has  at  all  ahakeoi  my  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom  of  ihat  law ;  cononrring 
folly  in  the  denunciationfl  against  any  syrton 
of  raising  revenue  for  tiie  purpose  of  distrihn- 
tion as  inexpedient,  unjust,  and  unconstitutional, 
I  am  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the  force  or 
Justice  of  the  effort  which  is  made  to  apply 
these  denunciations  to  a  measure  which  pro- 
poses to  deposit  with  the  States  that  revenue 
which  has  been  unnecessarily  token  fh>m  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  which  it  is  found  impos- 
sible to  expend,  even  by  the  most  liberal  appro- 

S nations  of  every  kind,  end  which,  if  not  thus 
eposited,  must  remain  deposited  with  numer- 
ous banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  prop- 
erty of  the  whole,  in  the  shape  of  interest,  dia- 
counta,  &c.,  be  employed  by  those  immediately 
interested  in  those  institntions,  instead  of  being 
placed  in  such  a  ntoation,  under  tiie  control 
of  the  Le^slatnres  of  each  State,  that  the  ben- 
efits and  advantages  of  these  funds,  unneces- 
sarily and  improperly  drawn  from  tiie  people, 
may  be,  to  some  extent,  and  to  a  very  consid- 
erable extent,  diffhsed  among  those  from  whom 
it  was  improperly  taken.  All  the  declamation 
which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the 
apprehoisions  which  have  been  expressed  as  to 
the  danger  of  oorrupting  the  pet^e  and  the 


[Febsuut,  18S7. 

States,  and  laying  them  prostrate  at  the  foot- 
stool of  this  Government,  j^re  bugbears  wliich 
do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  difficulty  whatever  in  sustaining  the 
principle  of  the  deposit  act,  and  renewine  its 
provisions  for  the  disposition  of  a  surplus,  woidi 
aocumnlates  in  spite  of  all  the  emnia  I  on 
make  to  repeal  or  modify  those  ui^ust  and  op- 
presMve  laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  raised. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  best  possible  di^iod- 
tion  that  can  be  made  of  such  a  sorolns.  While 
these  are  my  opinions,  I  have  TOted  ag^ost  the 
introduction  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentieman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bilL  I  think 
it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  ii 
a  hill  making  the  regular  and  ordinary  appro- 
priations for  the  completing  and  armament  o( 
our  fortifications.  It  is  strictly  an  appropria- 
tion bill ;  and  the  practice  is  vetr  irregular,  and 
will  be  productive  of  great  confusion  and  mis- 
chief in  our  legislation,  if  subjects  so  inocm- 
gruous,  measures  so  various  and  inconsistoit 
with  each  other,  shall  be  Jumbled  together,  and 
especially  if  the  ordinary  and  annual  a^mria- 
titm  bills  shall  be  made  tiie  basis  on  which  to 

Sile  acts  of  original  legislation,  dislanet  andhi- 
q>endent  of  the  annual  provisions  for  satis^- 
ing  demands  created  by  past  and  permanoit 
laws.  This  is  one  reason  for  my  votmg  against 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentieman  frtnii 
Tennessee.  I  bad  a  fhtther  objection:  the 
present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  kw 
days ;  before  the  emergency  contemplated  by 
the  amendment  can  exist,  a  new  Oongrees  will 
have  assembled.  As  yet,  it  is  uncertain  whether 
there  will  be  any  surplus ;  and  it  will  be  time 
enough,  when  Congress  meets  here  next  De- 
oeml»r,  to  di^;>ose  of  the  surplus,  if  it  dudl 
then  exist,  as  that  Congress  may  think  rig^t. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  tlwd 
reading  of  the  bill  and  decMed  in  the  affirmi- 
tive,  112  to  70,  as  k^owb  : 

Teas. — ^Uessrs.  Adams,  Alford,  ChiltoD  Allan,  He- 
man  Allen,  Anthony,  Buley,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon, 
Borden,  BoulfUn,  Bri^a,  Bimdi,  John  CUhoon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  Geoigo  Chambets,  John 
Chambers,  Child^  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Cbik, 
CoQoor,  CorwiD,  Crane,  Cashing,  Darlington,  Dav- 
90Q,  Deberry,  Denny,  ESmore,  Evaos,  ETerett,  For- 
eeter,  French,  James  Garland,  Graham,  Graitfga, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Greonell,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hud, 
Hardin,  Hariui,  Harper,  funnel  8.  Harrison,  Haz^ 
tine,  Hendetmn,  Haster,  Herod,  Hoar,  Haot,  Hoats- 
man,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Heniy  JidnaaB, 
Eilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Iav,  Luke  Lea, 
Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Uum,  Samaoa 
Mason,  Uaury,  HeCorty,  HcComas,  HcKemuui,  Ker- 
cer,  Montgomery,  Honis,  Fariier,  Fatton,  Dvtee  J. 
Pearce,  James  A,  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  jniedpo, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Bendier,  John  Bey- 
nolds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Sbepard,  Aogoslbe 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  ^ade,  Sloane,  ^ragoe,  Stas- 
defer,  Steele,  Storer,  Satberiand,  TaUafenv,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis 
Williams,  aierrod  Williams,  Young— 112. 

JixjB. — ^Uflsam.  Ash,  Beale,  Bean,  BeumHiif, 
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Bkek,  Bo^ee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Banu,  Cambreleng, 
Cfaukejr,  Chapm&a,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  CleTeland, 
Colea,  Owner,  Ouahman,  Doabteday,  Dronwoole, 
DanUp,  Fiirfldd,  Fry,  Falter,  Oholsoo,  Gillet,  Grant- 
land,  Jonph  Hall,  Hamer,  Huineg^  Albert  G. 
HamMHi,  HawkioA,  Haynes,  Holt,  Huntington,  Jarrls, 
Joeeph  Johnaon,  Cv79  Johnaon,  Klineensmith,  Lan- 
ang,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall, 
Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Uartin,  William  Hason,  McKay, 
M cKim,  Moore,  Owens,  Parbt,  Franklin  Beroe,  I^nok- 
aey,  Joseidi  Reynolds,  B^ers,  Sdienck,  Seymour, 
Shinn,  ^ddes,  Smith,  1%omaa,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Tuirill,  VandcrpoeL  Wagener,  Wardwell, 
YeU— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readi^. 

On  motloD  of  Ur.  Oambbbleho,  the  bill  (hav- 
ing been  previonsly  engrossed)  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bill,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  w  amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words 
**  and  tot  other  poiposes,^' 


Mos&AT,  Febrnary  27. 
Civil  and  DipUmatio  Appropriation  BiU. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  oon- 
aderation  of  this  bilL 

The  bin,  t<»ether  with  the  several  amend- 
ments reported  thereto  by  the  Conmiittee  of 
(Ways  ana  Means,  having  been  read — 

Mr.  W.  Thohfbon  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting: 

"  For  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  diplomat  ^ent, 
to  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  Govonment 
of  Texas,  — ^  thoosuid  doUara. 

**  For  die  ezpoues  of  numing  a  boondaiT  line  be* 
tween  the  ITnlted  States  and  £e  Indepoideut  Gov- 
ernment   Texas,  thooaand  dollars ;  audi  line 

to  be  ran  by  oommisnonera  to  be  ^>pointed  by  the 
United  States  and  the  repnbUo  of  Texas." 

Mr.  T.  said  no  one  coold  regret  more  tiian  he 
fid  the  verr  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for 
tUs  dieeosslOQ.  I  rir,  (add  Mr.  T.,)  am  in  no 
responable  for  it.  My  fanlt  has  oertainlj 
not  been  a  want  of  seal  in  pressing  the  sabjeot 
npoa  Congress.  The  oonrse  of  tmngs  for  tbe 
lut  few  weeks  has  been  eminently  ulastrative 
and  cbaraoteristio.  The  whole  time  of  the 
Hoase  has  been  occupied  with  matters  of  purely 
a  personal  or  local  character  in  a  miserable 
acramble  for  spoils  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participeted  to  the  exdosion  of  every 
flung  m  general  importance.  The  question  now 
before  the  Hoose  involves  in  some  sort,  tbe 
ieetinioa  <^  a  yooi^^  r^blio  jnsfc  rinng  into 
asieteneey  and  oar  own  character  for  jostice, 
eonnstcney,  and  a  fearless  disdiarge  onr 
duties.  It  is  peeoliarly  fltdng  that  we  ihonld 
btrodnce  this  yoang  sister  inte  the  great  fiumily 
of  nations.  Why  has  it  been  so  long  postoonedl 
Are  gentlemen  afraid  of  the  argament?  Are 
&ey  eSraxA  that  a  spontaneons  barst  of  popolar 
enthnfliasm  will  force  them  to  do  that  to  which 
the  cold,  selfish,  and  eecaonal  fisettngs  of  poH- 
tuianaare^^poMdl 


CH.  OP  R. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  said:  Hie  abstract 
right  of  this  Government  to  rpcc^ize  the 
existence  and  independence  of  foreign  pow- 
ers is  not  denied.    Whether  the  exercise  of 
this  right,  in  any  particular  instance,  can  be 
vindicated  as  jost  to  others,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  consistent  with  a  dae  regard  to  our^ 
own  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  very- 
different  qncBtion,  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the 
practice  of  nations,  fonnded  in  the  necessity  of 
tbe  thing,  to  treat  with  the  Qoremment  d» 
/aetOj  established  in  a  country,  without  regard, 
to  the  Government  de  jvra.  It  la  not  compe-. 
tent  to  other  powers  to  inquire  Into  canses  of 
dispute  between  Uie  belligerent  parties,  with  a 
view  to  ascertun  which  is  in  the  right,  and  to 
grant  distingnishihg  favors  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  we  result  of  snob  an  inqoiry. ' 

Non-intervention  is  the  cherished  doctrine. 
OQ  which  the  Government  and  people  of  the 
United  States  have  hitherto  practised,  as  evinced 
in  the  conduct  of  both  during  the  ci^  war  that 
raged  for  so  many  years  between  Spain  and  her 
provinces  in  this  hemi^here. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  Message  to  Con- 
gress, in  1819,  speaking  of  the  insuneotionarr, 
stnirale  of  we  Spanish  provinces  of  South' 
America,  said  that 

"  The  greatest  care  bad  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
lawa  intended  to  preserve  an  imparUal  neutrality. 
That  a  virtuous  people  may,  and  would,  confine  them- . 
selves  within  the  liiolts  of  a  strict  neutrality."  That 
"  it  was  of  the  hi^est  importance  to  onr  national 
character,  and  indi^neable  to  tbe  morality  of  our 
dtizens,  that  all  violations  of  our  neutrality  dbould  be 
prevented.  No  door  should  be  left  open  for  the  evar 
toon  at  our  laws ;  no  opportunity  allbrded  to  any, 
who  may  be  disposed  to  tuce  advantage  of  it,  to  ccHU- 
proQut  &e  interest  or  the  honor  of  the  nation." 

And,  finally,  be  was  able  to  assure  Congress 
and  the  country  that,  notwithstanding  the  sen- 
nbili^  and  ayinpathy  which  were  naturally 
exuted  by  biuul  a  oontest— 

"It  bad  been  the  steady  pntpoea  of  ttds  Oovem- 
ment  to  prevent  that  feding  leading  to  excess,  and 
that  it  was  very  gra^ying  to  have  it  in  his  power  to 
state  that  so  stroug  had  been  the  sense,  throughout 
the  whole  country,  of  what  was  due  to  die  character 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  veiy  few  examples 
of  a  contrary  kind  had  occurred." 

With  these  principles  for  my  guide,  I  pro- 
pose very  briefly  to  examine  tii^  question, 
whether  it  is  the  duly  (tf  the  United  States 
now  to  recognize  Texas  as  an  independent  na- 
tion. Before  the  people  of  Texas  can  rightfully 
invoke  the  interference  of  for^gn  powers,  it 
must  be  proved,  not  only  that  they  are  in  the 
ei^|oyment  of  all  tiie  atmbntra  of  a  soverdgn 
aM  independent  State,  but  also  that  they  pos- 
sess the  moral  and  pby^cal  ability  to  maintain, 
within  their  limits,  tbe  sovereignty  they  have 
asserted.  Onr  information  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  Texas  is  doubtiess  very  defident^ 
both  in  its  extent  and  precision. 

The  littie  we  have  is  principally  to  be  found 
in  the  repwt  of  Mr.  Morfit,  aocompanying  the 
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Frerident's  Message,  on  the  subject  of  the  con- 
dition of  Texas,  conunnnicated  to  OoDgress  oa 
the  32d  of  December  last  Aooording  to  Mr. 
Iforflt,  the  population  of  TexBB  consists  of 
Aiifflo-Ameiicsas,  Mexican  natives,  abori^ea, 
and  negroes;  the  whole  estimated  at  65,000 
sonls.  Of  these,  he  says,  there  are,  perhaps, 
80,000  An^o-American  settlera  and  8,600  na- 
tive Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  After  statr 
ing  that  the  population,  consisting  of  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  is  said  to  be  not  lees 
than  fiftj  thonsand,  he  adds  that,  "if  I  were  to 
take  my  own  judgment  exelueively  on  this  mat- 
ter, and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  not 
seen  by  that  which  I  have,  I  should  say  the 
popula1i(ni,  exclnsive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and 
negroes,  hoa  never  exceeded  uiirty  thousand." 

Suppcwe  this  estimate  of  that  part  of  the  pop- 
ulation which  eonrists  of  Anglo-Americans  and 
Mexicans  to  be  an  approximation  to  tiie  troth, 
(and  there  are  many  reasons  for  beUering  it 
exceeds  the  fact,)  the  whole  amonnt  of  phynoal 
force  belonging  to  the  nation  of  Texas,  exclu- 
sive of  Indians  and  negroes,  will  fall  consider- 
ably below  that  of  many  connties  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  And  ttus  population,  small  and  feeble 
as  it  is  in  the  aggregate,  is  not  permanent,  but 
a  portion  of  it  at  least  retreats  at  the  approach 
of  danger  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

As  to  the  military  force,  we  learn  from  the 
same  report  that  it  consists  of  an  tumy  <k  about 
2,200  strong,  not  including  the  settlers  or  fann- 
ers, who  can  be  armed  on  any  emergency,  so  as 
to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  6,000  efficient 
men. 

The  naval  force  <tf  Texas  ccmdats  of  finir  BmaU 
veBselfl,  carrying  In  all  twenty-nine  guns. 

The  internal  resources  of  the  provmce  appear 
to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  succeasfnl  resist- 
ance of  any  respectable  force  that  might  be 
employed  for  its  aulgeotion.  It  relies  exclusively 
on  external  aid  for  the  means  of  supporting  the 
independence  it  has  declared.  No  i&ct  can  be 
better  authenticated ;  it  ia  ccaifinned  as  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been 
made,  as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that 
the  army  of  Texas  is  recruited  from  the  citizens 
of  this  Union — ia  kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and 
supplied  with  arms  and  provisions,  by  contri- 
butions derived  from  the  same  quarter.  Mr. 
Morfit  says : 

"  The  present  resources  of  Texas  ire  principally 
derived  from  the  eympatbiea  o(  tbeir  neighbors  and 
friends  tn  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the 
credit  of  the  State.  Tb6  donations  from  the  fonner 
qnsrttt  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt  oontinne  to  be, 
very  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent  Sevraal  indi- 
vidnals,  not  interested  in  the  success  of  the  coontry 
further  than  ttieir  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of 
independence  and  that  of  their  old  compatriots,  have 
unoeteotatioufily  presented  $6,000,  while  nmnbers 
have  contributed  $1,000  each,  and  small  aasoeiations 
in  the  different  States  have  thrown  in  their  ^d,  until 
the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large  amount.  I  have 
been  surprised,"  he  Bays,  inctmcrarion,  "  to  find  that 
Texaa  has  oanied  on  a  mooeBoftd  war  tilraa  &r,  irith 


so  little  anbairaasment  to  her  own  citizem  or  her 
treasury ;  and  perhuw  it  is  the  first  instance  ia  the 
history  of  natiwis  vlwre  a  State  has  sostuited  itsdf 
by  men  and  means  drawn  wholly  frmn  adtMoee." 

If  this  hasty  review  cf  the  con^ion  of  Texas 
has  not  resulted  in  demonstrating  her  inc^pacdty 
to  muntain  an  independent  Government,  it  has 
incontestably  estabushed  another  fact  dee^ 
afiecting  the  diaraoter  <^  this  country,  imaeij, 
that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  her  sep- 
arato  existence  and  soverei^ty  has  been,  and 
stall  eontinnes  to  be,  derivra  exclnstvely  from 
the  means  furnished  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  in  direct  violation  of  their  neqtral  obli- 
gations ;  consequently,  should  the  United  8t^ 
return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from  which  ihej 
have  so  wid^  departed,  and  strictiy  eoforoe 
the  laws  intended  to  {weaerve  our  neutral  dw^ 
aoter,  the  GoTeimnent  of  Mexico  would  soon 
be  restored  in  tiie  prorinoe  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  mu  ht  to  he  dened 
by  the  friends  of  constitutionu  law  and  liber^ 
anywhere,  is  a  question  that  does  not  and  can- 
not properly  rater  into  our  conraderation  in  this 
discussion. 

^  Snppoee,  therefore,  the  Texians  ahonld  can- 
tinue  to  receive  assistance  in  men  and  mtney 
drawn  from  the  United  States,  and  should  lie 
further  snstuned  by  the  co-operation  <^  oar 
army  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their  conn- 
try;  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypoth^is^  their  i 
ability  to  maintain  their  independence,  when 
thus  snst^edj  should  be  admitted,  still  there 
are  oonsiderationa  arising  out  of  so  peculiar  a 
state  of  thinga  tiiat  ought  to  deter  ns  bam  the 
indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledmwnk 
of  their  independence.  If  th^  indepoidaMa 
has  been  the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  nas  been 
achieved,  and  thus  fkr  nudnt^ed,  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States ;  if  our  citizens  compose 
her  armies,  and  have  command  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  tbe  country ;  if  they  are 
found  in  possession  of  all  the  ^r«^  ofiSces  of  the 
(Government,  from  the  Chief  Executive  down- 
wards, can  we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  other  nations,  and  of  impartial  po^eri^,  if 
we  make  haste  to  recognize  a  state  oi  tlmwi 
that  we  have  notoriously  ooDtribnted  so  tarp^ 
to  moduce. 

What  would  the  act  <tf  reeognition,  under 
snoh  dronmstanoei^  be  but  an  admowledgment, 
not  80  mu^  of  die  ability  of  Texaa,  as  our  own 
abilify,  and  determination  too,  to  maintain  her 
independence  at  every  hazard?  "Would  not 
snoh  conduct  expose  us,  whether  justly  or  not, 
to  the  charge  of  assisting  in  the  dtsmembo*- 
ment  of  a  friendly  power,  for  the  unworthy 
purpose  of  seizing  on  (me  of  its  faireet  prov- 
inces? Can  we,  consistently  with  Datioual 
honor,  after  aiding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neighboring  republic^  be  the  first  to  recognize 
the  Government  established  by  the  insonients! 
I  concur  most  cordially  in  the  views  and  opin- 
ions e^ressed  by  the  Prendent,  in  his  Message 
of  the  a2d  of  Deoeanber  last,  on  the  sol^ect  M 
the  condition  of  Texas.  In  ida&na  to  the 
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eondoot  proper  for  this  Government  to  obeerve 
in  the  contest  pending  betweoi  Uezko  ind 
Ttaca^  Ite  skjs  that 

**  U  beooDMi  us  to  beware  of  a  too  eariy  morement, 
M  H  might  Bulyect  m,  however  nnjostly,  to  the  un- 
putotion  of  soeking  to  estaiUiah  -ihe  eliim'of  oar 
nei^ibors  to  a  temtory,  with  a  view  to  Hs  subee- 
qoent  acqoialUoQ  oimcbes,  Prndenoe,  there- 
fore, seemi  to  dictate  that  we  should  stand  aloof  and 
«>— oar  preseot  attitode,  if  not  until  Ueiico 
hidf^  or  one  of  the  great  fordgn  powers,  shaU  recog* 
idae  the  hidependeooe  of  the  new  Govemmeat,  at 
kttst  until  the  Upee  of  time  or  the  course  of  events 
diaU  have  proved,  beyond  cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability 
of  the  people  of  that  coimtry  to  miuntain  their  aep- 
ante  sovereignty,  and  to  uphold  the  Government 
constituted  by  tbcm." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  axe  called  on,  not  only  by 
the  amendment  nnder  consideration,  bat  by 
the  newq>aper  press  in  different  quarters  of  the 
TJnkm,  to  yield  a  speedy  leoognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.   For  what  pnrpose  is  the 

Srompt  acknowledgment  of  her  Government 
emaDded  t  Hot,  certainly,  because  she  desires 
to  a>jo/  that  indepoidence,  the  recognition  of 
vlikJi  she  adioita;  not  that  she  dedres  to  pos- 
sees  the  rank,  privileges,  and  ImmnBitieis  that 
bdong  to  a  free  and  am&e^ga  membw  of  the 
great  fiinUy  of  nations;  no,  her  object,  dis- 
tinctiy  avowed,  is  &r  more  hnmble  and  befit- 
ber  feeble  condition.  It  ia,  that  she  may 
e  a  sorrender  of  her  independence,  govem- 
m^t,  territ<»7  and  all^  to  the  United  States, 
<HL  c<mdition  of  animation  and  reception  into 
the  Union ! 

The  first  elections  under  the  constitntion  of 
Texas  were  held  last  antnnm.  Mi,  Uorfit  re- 
ports that 

"  The  voters  at  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
state  whether  they  were  *  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas 
to  the  United  States ;  *  and  the  response  through 
every  numldpality  has  been  wholly  in  the  affirmative. 
He  says  that  great  tmanimiQr  prevailed  on  the  impor- 
tantjMiat  of  ^seeking  adnuBrion  hito  the  Unim  o£ 
the  ttined  States  of  Ae  North.'  He  also  lUsoloeea 
the  vetv  Important  additional  fact,  that  *  the  terms 
opoR  whic^  th^  desire  to  beomne  an  integrant  of 
that  Unkn  have  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
have  already  been,  or  will  be,  made  the  heads  of  in- 
stnictiooa  for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near 
the  Government  of  Wafihington.' " 

A  fact  so  extraordinary  has  not  escmed  the 
notice  of  the  Executive,  who  says,  in  the  Mes- 
sage already  referred  to,  that  the  people  of 
Texas  have,  since  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
"  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment  by 
ns  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  admisuon 
iQto  the  Unifu  as  one  of  the  Federal  States. 
Tbb  last  clronmstanoe  is  one  of  peenliar  deli- 
cacy, and  fimea  mxm  t»  oonddaratUnis  ci  the 
gravest  obaraotar." 

It  appears,  thai,  that  the  Qoranunait  of 
Texaa  is  nmoltaneondy  nrging  its  pretennons 
to  recognition,  and  treating  for  annexation  to 
the  United  States ;  and  the  toauet  seems  to  be 
made  mbserrient  to  the  latter.   Indeed,  the 
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evidence,  to  my  nnderstanding,  is  irresistible, 
that  a  separate  independent  existence  never 
was,  at  any  time,  an  object  of  desire  on  thepart 
of  the  people  and  authorities  of  Texas,  from 
Mr.  Morfit  s  report  we  learn  that,  in  September, 
18S6,  General  Cos  invaded  the  province  of 
Texas,  and  that  *'  a  battle  ensned,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  retreat  of  the  Mexicans.  He 
says  the  Texians  assert  that  this  resistance  was 
not  becaose  they  even  then  wished  to  separate 
from  tiie  confederacy;  bat,  on  the  contrary, 
because  they  were  desirona  to  bring  hack  tbe 
GU>vemment  to  the  terma  of  the  constitntion 
of  16S4."  If  it  be  tme,  as  they  allege,  that  as 
late  as  September,  188S,  they  took  np  arms 
"  in  defence  oi  the  oonstitntion,"  I  can  <ml7 
that,  in  the  brief  interval  of  a  little  more  than 
one  month, 

"  A  clumge  CUM  o'ar  the  ^rlt  <rf  their  diMn." 

and  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution 
equally  sudden  and  extraordinary ;  for,  in  the 
month  of  Kovember  following,  they  held  a  con- 
vention at  San  Felipe,  and  formed  a  provisional 
Government,  and  there  made  a  declaration 
which  "  was  considered  as  an  abscdnte  eepara- 
timi  frwn  Mezioo." 

This  proceeding  in  Kovember,  188B,  was 
speedily  followed  dt  the  convention  of  the  2d 

March,  1836,  which  in  due  form  "  declared 
Texaa  a  free,  sovereign,  and  independoit  State." 

If  a  redress  of  gnevances,  or  tiie  defence  of 
the  Mexican  constitution,  and  not  separation, 
bad-been  the  object  of  the  Texians,  tiiey  would 
have  tried  petition  and  remonstrance,  before 
resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy  of  the  op- 
pressed. The  Anglo-Americans  of  Texas  could 
nave  found,  in  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of 
patience  and  forbearance  worthy  of  their  iinita- 
tioD.  The  people  of  the  old  thirteen  States, 
while  they  were  subject  to  the  dominion  of  the 
mother  country,  employed  more  than  ten  years 
in  petitioni^  the  Eing^  Parliamfflit  and  people 
(rf  Great  Biit^  hefere  they  finally  resolved 
on  having  recourse  to  anns  for  the  defence  erf 
their  liberties.  And  thai  they  did  not  strike 
for  independence ;  for  it  was  more  than  a  year 
after  the  first  blood  was  spilt  in  the  revolution- 
ary conflict,  before  they  made  a  declaration  of 
independence. 

If  the  object  of  procnringour  aokowledgment 
of  the  new  Government  of  Texas  be  to  fedlitate 
the  derign  of  her  incorporation  into  this  Union, 
(and  tbat  she  seeks  uiis  connection  we  well 
know,  from  her  own  solemn  acta  and  avowals,) 
how  can  those  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measure  fnve  their  assent  to  any  course  of  pro- 
ceeding tiiat  leads  direct^  to  its  aooompliah- 
mentt 

Sir,  I  shall  not  pemdt  mjaeit  to  be  drawn 
into  the  disonsnon  of  any  qnestioa  -to  which  a 
direct  prt^kosttiim  to  annex  Texas  to  the  United 
States  might  very  properly  ^ve  rise.  In  rela- 
tion to  thst  momentons  sntject  I  will  now  miIt 
sar  that  mdBaeiit  for  the  day  ia  the  evil  tiwrw^ 
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and  that,  in  my  JndgmeDt,  evil  will  be.tbe  day 
■when  that  question  shall  come  to  he  seriously 
entertained  by  the  councils  of  this  nation.  I 
Iiave  noticed  it  now  because  it  naturally  con- 
nects itself  with  the  proposition  before  us,  in 
the  oB^t  in  which  I  have  been  consideriug  it. 
The  fhends  of  annexation  are  consistent  in  vot- 
ing for  recognition ;  but  those  who  are  opposed 
to  the  former,  and  who  believe,  as  I  do,  that  it 
is  the  end,  and  the  latter  the  means,  cannot 
oondstently  dve  their  support  to  the  present 
movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed  to 
the  reoMDitioa  of  Texas,  I  regard  tiiis  as  de- 
dnve,  tiU  she  can  give  satisfactory  evidence  of 
her  decdre  to  have  independence  for  the  sake 
of  independence,  and  not  that  she  may  barter 
it  away.  But,  nr,  other  ol^ect^ous  do  exist. 

Uexico  is  our  neighbor,  wiUi  whom  we  main- 
tain diplomatio  and  commercial  relations,  and 
have  a  treaty  which  secures,  as  far  as  treaty 
stipulations  can  do^  an  inviolable  friendship  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  Are  we  not  bound,  by 
every  consideration  of  national  comity  and 
plighted  friendship,  to  confer  with  Kexioo  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  recognize*  the  independence 
of  one  <n  her  revolted  provinces  )  For  many 
years,  and  until  ,  vitiun  a  few  weeks  poirt,  we 
have  had  a'minister  resident  in  Hexioo.  I  un- 
derstand he  has  had  no  conference  or  corre- 
qnndence  whatever  with  the  Kezican  Govern- 
ment on  the  subject  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas ; 
nor  have  we  in  any  other  manner  given  any 
intimation  of  onr  intention  to  acknowledge  the 
separate  existence  of  that  province.  On  that 
suoject  we  have  mainttuned  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Uexico ;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her 
inability  to  resent  the  affront,  we  are  about  to 
intrude  ourselves  into  her  affairs.  It  is  true 
Mexico  is  torn  by  internal  dissennons,  her 
treasury  is  exiiausted,  her  army  mutinous,  her 
people  discontented  and  rent  by  faction ;  hut 
her  weakness  cannot  release  ns  from  the  obliga- 
tifMU  imposed  by  our  neutral  character,  nor 
from  the  dnty  of  practiung  towaids  her  that 
courtesy  whi(^  is  due  feoim  one  friendly  power 
to  another.  Her  misfortunes  ought  rather  to 
inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful  neigh- 
bors with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
fur  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity. 
To  take  advantage  of  her  distresses  would  ill 
become  the  character  of  a  magnanimous  nation. 
We  might  at  least  ask  Mexico  whether  she  still 
intends  to  persist  in  the  attempt  to  reduce  the 
Texians  to  obedience,  and,  perhaps,  could  sug- 
gest some  method  by  which  a  reconciliation 
mi^t  be  effected,  oondstentiy  with  tite  honor 
and  interest  of  both  parties.  Such  a  course  of 
conduct  would  be  entirely  respeotfhl  and  oon- 
dliatory,  and  it  has  the  additional  recommendor 
tion  of  being  in  strict  accordance  with  the  for- 
mer practice  of  this  Government  in  similar 
circumstances.  So  cautions,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towards 
a  reaction  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
America,  that  as  late  as  the  year  1821  the  pe- 
riod had  not  then  arrived,  in  the  opinion  (^the 
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Executive,  for  the  interference  of  this  Govern- 
ment ;  for  although  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage of  that  year,  had  declared  "  it  had  long 
been  manifest  that  it  would  be  impos^ble  for 
Spmn  to  reduce  these  coloniee  by  force,  and 
equally  so  that  no  condition  short  of  their  inde- 
pendence would  he  satisfactory  to  thMa,"  jet 
he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  favor  than 
to  urge  upon  the  Government  of  Spun  the  jiu- 
tice  and  poUoy  of  her  Immediate  recognition  of 
their  independence. 

}tr,  HmrrsMAN  took  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  Ghair  as  follows : 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  coontiy  ecoTeiuait 
to  Texas,  where  the  interoonrse  between  ns  is 
quite  frequent ;  where  onr  commnnicationa  are 
uninterrupted;  where  many  of  the  friends, 
relatives,  and  connectitms  of  my  constituents 
have  located  themselves ;  and  I  claim  the  right 
to  know  something  of  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precious, 
I  will  run  rapidly  over  the  main  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter,  with  the  hope  that^  when 
the  House  shall  be  put  in  fall  possession  thereof 
neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, will  he  withheld  frcnn  that  oonntry.  An- 
tecedent to  the  establishment  of  the  ^)wial 
Goveninient  under  Itnrbide,  in  May,  162S,  and 
while  these  colonies  were  stru^ling  for  inde- 
pendence from  the  yoke  of  old  Spain,  many 
Americans  engaged  in  the  Mexican  service,  to 
^d  and  assist  in  achieving  that  iudepend^ce 
for  the  South  American  provinoee,  wnidi  was 
a<^ieved.   For  these  services  the  new  Govern- 
ment had  nothing  to  give,  but  promised  tiiose 
enterprising  Americans  Wge  bounties  in  land. 
Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaintance,  there  is  one 
deserving  of  porticutar  mention ;  I  mean  O^- 
onel  Beuben  Boss,  of  Tennessee.   I  believe  he 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  He  had  a  oohnel's 
commend  in  the  Mexican  aervloe,  uid  went 
through  many  hard-fbnght  battles  with  the 
royal  forces,  and  upon  one  mnnorable  oceadon, 
when  ho  was  in  command  in  an  engagemenf^ 
the  various  evolutions  which  are  frequent  In 
battles  brought  him  in  contact  with  the  com- 
mander of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horseback. 
The  inbrepid  and  gallant  Boss,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  attacked 
the  Don  in  single  combat   The  Spaniard 
and  Boss  lost  a  finger.   The  Government  of 
Mexico  awarded  him  a  large  body  of  land  in 
Texas.   He  was  my  constituent :  ho  lived  then 
in  a  district  I  had  the  honor  of  repreeentingia 
the  Senate  of  Tennessee.  Aftwithe  indepoid- 
ence  of  the  country  was  eatahUdied,  and  iba 
anthnlty    old  ^>un  had  ceased,  Ootcmel  Boss 
procured  his  grants  for  the  lands,  and  upon  his 
return  home  he  was  treacherously  murdered, 
with  most  of  his  company,  in  the  Mexican  do* 
minions,  by  those  same  Spaniards  wbran  he  had 
so  long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  make  free.  I 
mention  ttds  fact  to  show  that  many  of  tiia 
Americana  fought  for  the  Mfiiiftaim  then,  as 
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well  as  the}'  have  fought  for  the  Texisns  since 
— that  these  lan^  were  dearlj  bonght.  I 
oonld,  if  time  would  permit,  dte  many  daring 
deeds  <]£  Talor  perf(nTOed  hr  Bobs  ana  others, 
which  equal  the  battle  ot  Jadnti^  the  Alamo, 
or  may  other,  agunst  the  annieB  m  old  Spain. 
I  contend  that  the  Hexiean  Goremment  has 
leas  reason  to  complain  of  an  interference  by 
Tolnnteers  from  the  United  States,  and  of  the 
inropriety  of  oar  acknowledgment  of  the  Texiiui 
mdependenoe,  than  an;^  people  upon  the  face 
of  ue  earth.  It  was  preciselj  what  she  im- 
pl<»«d  of  onr  citizens  in  her  contest  with  old 
Spain.  She  songht  the  aid  of  onr  citizens  to 
fight  her  battJes.  She  songht  onr  sympathies 
and  onr  prayers  for  her  snooess.  She  sought 
an  acknowledgment  of  her  independence,  while 
the  royal  armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of 
the  country,  and  in  possesion  of  some  of  the 
strongest  forts.  She  obtained  it  alL  Ani^  pre- 
sapnonng  that  every  word  of  complaint  which 
baa  oeen  so  dolefdUy  uttered  by  the  gentlemen 
firam  Oldo  and  UanaohnsettsL  m  r^^l  to  our 
entCTprising  young  men  seeking  service  in  the 
armies  of  Texas,  is  true,  it  is  no  more  than  was 
solicited,  accepted,  and  sanctioned  with  great 
joy  by  the  Mexicans,  npon  precisely  a  similar 
occasion,  between  them  and  old  Spain.  Mex- 
ico was  extremely  willing  to  receive  the  volun- 
tary md  of  onr  enterpri^g  men  then ;  bnt,  like 
the  lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  hull  of 
the  farmer,  it  alters  the  case  now. 

Bnt  to  proceed  with  the  history:  Kevolntion 
aoceeedea  revolution  in  the  South  American 
and  Spanish  North  Ammoo.  In 
1882,  General  Itnrhide^  by  fraud,  force, 
fbe  asaifltanoe  of  the  Caxhcdio  piiMthood, 
(who  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  re- 
paUtcan  government  and  the  liberty  of  man 
Ami  any  other  sect,)  established  an  imperial 
Government,  and  was  chosen  Emperor.  The 
example  of  our  Government,  which  lay  con- 
tigaous,  and  the  germs  of  liberty  which  b^i;an 
to  sprout  from  an  Imperfect  knowledge  of  our 
institutions,  and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of 
our  men  in  their  armies,  in  a  short  time  pro- 
duced another  revolution.  Itnrbide  was  de- 
throned, a  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed 
upon  him ;  he  went  into  exile,  retumed,  was 
taken  c^itive,  and  ^ot.  Viotoria  waa  dected 
t7  the  pe(^e;  a  repnblicaa  oonstitatioa  was 
ftwined,  meddled  In  most  oi  its  kading  prin- 
dplea  in  imitation  of  that  <^  the  United  States ; 
notwithstanding  this,  he  had  to  encounter  civil 
wars,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebelUons,  dur- 
ing all  his  administration.  Pedrazza,  elected 
SDOcessor  to  Victoria,  was  in  a  short  time  de- 
posed by  Guerrero,  who  in  his  turn  was  de- 
posed by  Bnstamente,  and  at  length  he  was 
deposed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modem 
Kapoleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had 
waded  throu^  seas  of  blood,  and  mountains  of 
eamage,  and  the  perfidy  of  the  priesthood,  to 
empire.  He  abolished  the  Congress  of  the  re- 
public by  a  military  decree,  organized  a  tribunal 
eon^Kwed  of  Ida  own  creatures  in  ita  place, 


merely  to  register  his  despotic  decrees.  He 
abolUdied  the  local  legislatures,  established  mil- 
itaiy  and  arbitrary  tribunals  in  thair  place, 
abcuished  the  trial  by  jury,  and  settled  down  in 
a  complete,  deqwtism  oi  the  worrt  kind,  because 
it  waa  a  imlitary  cme.  To  this  prostration  of 
the  constitntion  that  he  had  sworn  aod  fought 
to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government 
of  liberty  and  laws,  the  abolishment  of  the 
trial  by  }ui^,  and  the  establishment  of  a  mil- 
itary de^otran,  the  people  of  Texas  objected. 
There  was  much  of  that  Anglo-Saxon  blood, 
descended  from  that  immortal  band  of  Enalish- 
men  who  took  their  honor  in  one  hand  and 
their  sword  in  the  other,  and  obtained  magna 
charta  from  King  John. 

Santa  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thoi^ht  of 
resistance  to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thousand 
Texians,  when  he  had  fought  and  conquered 
through  millions  until  the  imperial  diadem  was 
ready  to  be  placed  upon  his  head,  swore  ntter 
extermination  from  the  face  of  the  earth  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  partioidarly  of  the 
North  American  or  Anglo-Saxon  race,  not  even 
sparine  the  women  and  children.  With  this 
view  he  started  for  Texas  at  the  head  of  his 
host^  to  execute  his  infernal  purpose.  But, 
Mr.  Chairman,  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  to 
leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  people,  for  the  purpose  of  bringiog 
up  their  history  from  where  I  left  it,  iu  the 
hands  of  the  gallant  Boss,  before  the  establish- 
ment of  the  empire,  under  Itnrbide.  It  will  be 
held  in  remembrance  that  Boss  and  others  re- 
ceived grants  fbr  th^  services,  performed 
against  we  royal  forces  of  old  SpuUf  before  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  iudependenoe  of  Texas. 
Dnrin^  all  the  wars  and  convuluons,  con- 
spiracies and  rebellions,  that  took  place  in  the 
Mexican  republic,- from  the  establishment  of 
their  federal  constitution,  in  1824,  the  Govern- 
ment had  been  inviting  foreigners  from  every 
country  to  ^  and  settie  in  Texas,  and  carry  as 
many  families  as  pcHsible ;  every  inducement 
was  held  ont  to  invite  emigration  thither ;  large 
bounties  of  land  were  offered  for  this  purpose. 
The  reason  for  this  proceeding  was  obvious. 
Being  torn  to  pieces  by  clvU  and  central  revo- 
lutions, which  succeeded  each  other  in  rapid 
succession,  thdr  finances  were  exhausted,  their 
armies  wore  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their 
convulsionfl  were  so  quick  and  terrible  that 
they  conid  not  spare  eltiier  men  or  money  to 
defend  the  frontiers  ag^st  the  habitual  attacks 
of  the  Oamandie  end  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  had  those  Indians  be- 
come to  the  frontier  settiements  and  to  Texas, 
that  they  at  pleanure  overran  the  Spanish  towns 
and  villaiges,  took  the  inhabitants  into  captivity, 
and  made  servants  of  them.  In  other  instances 
tiiese  hordes  of  barbarians  would  take  posses- 
sion of  the  frontier  towns,  compel  the  inhab- 
itants, who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go 
and  drive  ap  their  own  horses,  mules,  and  cat- 
tie,  until  these  In^ans  would  select  all  the 
most  valoable  of  them,  and  drive  them  (dl^  after 
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oommitting  acts  of  n^ine  and  mnrder  of  the 
most  atrociouB  eharaoter  n^n  the  inhabitants, 
and  no  help  ooald  be  reoeived  from  the  Oot- 
omnent  of  Mexieo. 

Theee  enormities  were  repeated  year  after 
jear,  and  no  prospect  of  better  things  was  in 
anticipation.  To  stop  those  lawless  eionrsions 
of  plunder,  mnrder,  and  robbery,  to  beat  back 
those  ferocious  barbarians,  and  protect  the 
SpaQish  citizens  who  were  the  annnal  victims 
of  rapine  and  violence,  the  Kexican  Govern- 
ment adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  of 
affordbig  that  relief  that  ukd  had  in  her  power 
to  render.  It  waa  to  make  large  grants  of  land 
to  dtisena  ct  tiie  United  Stwes,  who  voold 
either  pay  money  at  a  stipnlated  price  into 
their  empty  coffers,  or  who  wonld  settle  down 
vitit  one,  two,  three,  or  fonr  hmkdred  fiuniliee, 
npcu  thoiw  lands,  and  defend  the  oonntry  from 
the  sam^  Inroads. 

I  pravonally  knew  of  some  oompames  who 
were  organized  in  Tennessee.  They  elected 
their  repreBentatires,  sent  them  to  the  city  of  . 
Xextoo,  pnbUdy  and  notoriously,  without  any 
ffotle,  fraud,  or  cironmvention,  to  negotiate  this 
Dosinefls.  I  will  mention  the  names  of  three 
€i  these  representatives  or  ambassadors,  who 
were  despatdied  upon  this  miasicMi :  Oolonel 
Andrew  Erwin,  who  had  been  for  a  number 
of  years  «  member  <tf  the  Korfii  Oandina  and 
ako  Tmaeuee  Le^datores,  and  a  gentleman  of 
ccmriderable  taloits  and  experience,  together 
with  Doctor  Douglass  and  Oolonel  John  D.  Mar- 
tin,  a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as 
WW  as  tn«  representatives  from  other  com* 
paaies,  to  the  etty  of  Uexieo,  and  rranained 
some  months  upon  the  business  of  this  mission. 

After  a  fall  examination  of  the  constitntion 
ot  1824,  establishing  a  Federal  Government, 
with  foil  guarantees  for  the  perfect  enjoyment 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  a  toleration 
of  their  r^ig^on,  and  other  rights  and  immuni- 
ties similar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of 
obt^niog  settler^  upon  those  lands.  Grants 
wore  issued.  The  grantees  procured  settlers, 
and  emigrated  to  the  conn^.  Immediately, 
npon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no  longer 
in  hostile  array  over  the  plains  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  bonndariea. 
The  tomahawk  and  soal^ing-knife  rested  ftom 
their  labors.  The  Bpamard  sat  down  under 
his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and  enjoyed  lus  prop- 
erty and  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in  peace. 
The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  ^t  into  the 
country  was  a  perfect  guarantee  agamst  lawless 
depredation.  The  settiers  furnished  their  own 
guns,  their  own  provisions,  their  own  ammuni- 
tion; the  Mexican  Government  did  not  even 
fttmiah  so  much  as  one  flint  to  aid  in  this 
natter. 

But  the  frontier  settSements  were  secured, 
when  Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  his  eoantiy,  in  one  of  the  many 
Hexioan  tevolntions.  Santa  Anna  dedared 
himself  the  champioQ  of  the  oonstitatioQ  of 
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1834,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  GovermDent. 
He  had  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  mad 
expedition  that  had  been  sent  out  by  c^d  Span 
to  sulfiugate  the  South  American  [uxmnees. 
He  became  the  hero  of  Tampico.  The  patiiota 
of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  pnt  down  the  tTrmt 
Bustamente.  The  Tezians  hdsted  his  flag— it 
was  conddered  then  the  flag  of  liberty— ^ey 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Saitta 
Anna  to  operate  in  the  centre,  without  having 
a  foe  in  tiieir  country.  He  did  operate;  he 
deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to  the  great  morti- 
fication and  disappointment  of  all  the  friends 
oi  liberfy  throughout  the  wwld,  he  got  into 
power  under  pretokoe  of  patriotism,  and  instant- 
]j  overtumea  the  consbtnticai  his  eonntry. 
He  started  to  rivrt  the  ohaina  of  despotian  by 
aboUahing  free  goTemment,  and  subrtitBtiDg  a 
ndlitary  one,  in  the  manner  I  before  related. 
He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of  Colonel 
Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Anna's  men  with  less  than  half  that  numben 
and  placing  Jion  de  combat  several  hundreds  of 
(^ers,  wiU  live  inmiortal  in  story ;  and  not* 
withstanding  the  warrior  and  his  brave  little 
band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  blackest 
treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spaniard's 
prowess,  yet  ages  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  ct 
admiration  and  sympathy  npon  the  tomba  of 
those  imnudated  heroes,  as  they  pass  the  &tel 
spot. 

Next  m  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave 

and  gallant  Crookett,  with  hia  one  hundred  and 
fifty  compeers,  headed  by  himself  and  Oolonel 
Travis,  made  a  defence  against  flve-and-tweD^ 
hundred  Uexieans,  vhhm  would  do  honor  to 
any  general  in  any  age.  And  although  they 
felL  uiey  fell  like  the  strong  man  of  old :  they 
pulled  down  the  pillars  of  Santa  Anna's  strength 
with  them;  for  that  inmiortal  little  band  de- 
stroyed fourteen  hundred  of  the  enemies  of 
liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortality  around 
their  names  which  will  secure  them  the  brisk- 
est page  in  history.  Their  hennc  deeds  wiu  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generati<ms  yet  on* 
bom,  and  the  Uood  that  was  shed,  at  the  Alamo 
win  generate  miDiona  (tf  men,  to  fight  the  battles 
of  fireed<na  throu|^out  the  world. 

A  hrilHant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  HoustoB 
and  his  army  were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles 
was  wil^  them.  The  battle  of  San  Jadnto  soon 
followed,  which  sealed  the  tyrant's  fate,  redeem- 
ing a  country  from  bondage,  and  proved  to  the 
world  that  tyranny  and  oppression  cannot  pre* 
vfUl  against  tiiat  indomitable  An^o-Saxon  spirit 
which  is  now  p^ading  the  whole  earth. 

What  I  have  said,  Hr.  ChainnaiL  has  been 
for  the  ear  of  those  who  have  thought  lece,  and 
perhaps  examined  less,  upon  the  sulgeot  of  Texas 
than  if  have.  Many  have  gone  from  my  district, 
and  settled  in  that  coant37;  some<tf  than  have 
laid  down  thdr  li-ns  in  battling  for  their  rights; 
others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  fed 
intensely  for  those  who  have  gone  there.  This 
question  must  and  will  be  dkposed  <tf  at  this 
sessirai  in  some  wsy.  Ve  cannot  enpeet  to 
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satisfy  all ;  it  la  needless  to  wdt  for  that.  If 
we  were  to  wtut  until  the  morning  of  the  resnr^ 
reotion,  manj  here  wotild  not  vote  for  the 
reo<^nitj<Hi.  Other  and  far  different  motives 
than  the  ntnation  of  the  contending  parties 
wUl  govern  the  action  of  a  portion  of  this 
nonse.  There  are  some  who  feel  somewhat 
oristocratioal  br  nature,  and  have  no  right  good 
will  for  repnhfioan  finma  of  gOTemment  mj 
how ;  there  ai^  otiierB  in  the  North  and  East 
who  tMnIc  that  an  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
TTi^ed  States  might  probably  follow  a  recog- 
nition of  her  independence,  and  tiiat  the  balance 
of  power  would  be  thrown  in  that  direction ; 
others  are  fearftd  it  wQl  be  a  slaveholding 
country.  We  may  as  well  meet  the  qnestion 
at  once ;  it  has  to  be  met,  and  that  shortly. 
So  one  can  possibly  snppose  that  Mexico  can 
ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were 
X»ennitted  to  nse  the  language  of  the  heathen 
inythologists,  I  shotild  say  that  an  assembly  of 
the  gods  had  congr^ted  for  the  express  pnr- 
poee  of  taking  into  consideration  the  wrongs 
and  oppreeriooi  inflicted  npon  Texas,  and  tiiat 
ft  decree  had  been  reriatered  in  hi^  hearen 
that  Texas  shall  hau)W)rth  be  free,  Borereign, 
and  independent. 


WxD!rasnA.T,  March  1. 

l>emMU  Banh—Storetory  of  (he  T^eamy— 
SeuUn  M.  WHtnt^IUport  <if  the  Immti- 
gating  Cemma^ee, 

Kr.  QAXLAmt,  of  "Virginia,  from  a  majority 
of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  on  the  4th 
day  of  January  last,  to  inqolre  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  d^KMit  of  pnbho 
money  have  emplt^ed  an  agan^  to  reside  at 
the  sent  of  OovwnmeBt,  to  tranaaot  their  bosi- 
ness  at  the  Treasoiy  Department;  also,  the 
character  of  anoh  bnsineas ;  the  oompensation 
recnved  by  said  agent ;  whether  employed  at 
the  request  or  throogh  the  procurement  (tf  the 
Treasmy  Department:  wheuier  he  receives  com- 
pensation from  the  iVeasury  Department,  &c., 
reported  thereon  at  length,  concluding  witui  the 
fimewiag  readnticnu: 

1.  JUtotmd^  (as  die  opinion  <^  this  oonm^ttee,) 
Th«t  tba  several  banks  employed  for  the  deposit  or 
the  poblic  money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  Uiem,  by 
Joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  re- 
aide  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  bus- 
ineas  with  the  Treasury  Department. 

S.  Rftolved,  (afl  the  opinion  of  this  (xunmittee,) 
That  no  i^ent  for  the  transaction  of  bnnness  between 
the  deposit  banks  and  the  n«asary  Department  has 
been  employed  at  the  request  pr  through  'the  pro- 
curement of  said  Department. 

3.  Rttolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  conunlttee,) 
That  the  businefls  of  the  deport  banks  with  the 
Treasory  Dqtartment  Is  not  conducted  through  any 
agent,  bnt  is  tnouacted  direo^  with  the  Secre- 
tuy  M  the  Treasury  or  aoma  officer  of  the  Depart- 
ment 

4.  RMolved,  (as  the  opinloo  of  this  oouHuittee,) 
kXbat  no  agent  in  any  way  OMmeOed  vUh  the  pub- 
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lie  depodta,  ^ce  the  removal  of  said  deposits  from 
tba  Bonk  of  the  United  States,  lias  received  any  com- 
pensaUon  from  the  Treasury  Department. 

5,  Rttolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,) 
That  several  of  the  depodt  banks  have  emidoyed 
an  agent,  to  rei^e  at  tae  seat  of  Govenunent,  for 
the  purpose  of  receinng  and  tranen^ttiDg  informa* 
tion  affecting  the  interests  of  s&id  banks,  both  from 
the  Treasury  Department  and  other  sources,  and 
transmitting  public  documents ;  that  agent  Is  Keu- 
ben  U .  Whitney,  who  receives  sudi  saluy  from  said 
banlu  as  they  annually  deem  his  servtccs  vrordi. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  upon  the  Speaker^a 
table. 

Mr.  Pbtton,  fcam  the  same  committee,  sub- 
mitted, at  length,  the  views  of  the  minority, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  same, 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  inserted 
in  the  journal  of  the  HousBj  as  containing  the 
views  oS  the  minority  of  this  committee ;  and 
moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  said 
committee  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  XJiuchi, 
with  instmottens  to  rep<»t  a  Ull  prdiibitiDg  in 
future,  nndw  aoffldeot  penaltiea,  the  oommmii- 
cation  of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretai^ 
ai  the  TrMSury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposit 
in-  any  other  bsdika,  which  eonowns  all  banks 
alike. 

ISauU  receivable  f&r  Land*  and  CutUm-hovte 

DuHee. 

Mr.  pATTON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Senate's  bill 
deaignatdng  and  limiting  tiie  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  wbidi 
was  agreed  to— ;yea8 116,  ni^  26. 

This  bill  had  been  reported  back  to  the 
House,  witii  the  following  amendment : 

"  And  he  it  furiher  enacted.  That  no  part  of  this 
act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law 
relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revenoe  from  cnstmns 
or  public  lands  in  the  l^at  eanatcy,  or  as  sobsti tot- 
ing bank  notes  of  any  description  as  a  lawful  currency 
for  coin,  as  provided  in  the  Constitntion  of  the  United 
States ;  nor  to  deprive  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
(sS  the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  receivers  of 
the  public  revenue,  whether  derived  from  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  the  public  lands,  not  to  re- 
ceive in  payment,  tat  any  sum  due  to  the  Uidted 
States,  the  notes  of  aiqr  bank  or  banks  irhlch  the 
Secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  of 
credit,  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to 
suspend  specie  payments.'* 

Mr.  Oa-mbbcucno  said  that,  at  any  other 
period  of  the  session  than  the  present,  he  might 
bave  addressed  some  remarks  to  the  House  on 
this  nibjeot,  but  he  woi^  now  forbear.  The 
Committee  ofWays  and  Means,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  a  misoiHistruetion  of  the  act,  and 
securing  the  pnblio  revenue  from  seriona  frintdst 
had  brought  forward  this  amendment  It  was, 
however,  for  the  House  to  adopt  or  reiec*  it, 
as  they  thought  proper;  bnt  he  hoped  those 
gentlemen  who  were  so  solidtoua  about  this 
lull  would  grant  him  the  privilege  of  recording 
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his  Tote  upon  the  unendment  Mr.  0.  then 
called  for  the  yeaa  and  Days;  which  were 
ordered. 

Ur.  Lawsxkos  sold  he  would  not  ooonpy  the 
attention  ot  the  House  more  than  a  moment. 

amendment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to 
most  of  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  had 
examined  it  carcfullj,  and  he  helieved  that  the 
effoct  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  to  legalize 
powers  that  were  claimed  and  exercised  hj  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before, 
to  say  the  least,  very  doubtful.  Its  effect 
woidd  be  to  destroy  the  bill,  to  nentralize  and 
to  nullify  ,6very  Taluable  provision  In  it.  He 
stated  liiis  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  "West; 
for,  if  he  understood  the  amendment,  its  effect, 
if  carried  out,  would  be  the  same  as  the  Treas- 
nry  order,  viz :  to  bring  the  whole  country,  in 
the  region  of  the  land  offioes,  down  to  a  wecie 
1n^;  to  drive  from  dnmution  every  bank 
note,  which  would  be  converted  into  specie,  is- 
sned  by  the  banka  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
land  offices ;  and,  in  place  of  their  own  paper, 
have  in  drcolation  the  notes  of  distant  bfuiks 
— those  of  PenB^lvania,  Hew  York,  and  New 
England. 

Ho  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill ;  it  was  not  one  which  he 
would  have  offered,  nor  was  it  the  best  bill 
that  could  have  been  presented  and  matured. 
He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  finan- 
dal  operations  of  the  Qovemment,  so  fu*  as  the 
currency  was  concerned,  aa  in  a  distracted  con- 
dition, and  Booh  as  did  not  meet  his  oononr- 
rence.  He  believed  it  was  a  system  which, 
sooner  or  later,  would  inflict,  must  inflict,  on 
the  country  a  calamity  which  now  was  prob- 
ably little  anticipated.  He  believed  that  the 
currency  this  wide-extended  country  never 
could  be  properly  regulated  without  some  great 
central  controlling  power  over  the  State  banks. 
Bnt  he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  sub- 
ject, because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the 
House  was  too  valnable,  at  this  period  of  the 
aession,  to  be  ocoapied  by  him. 

Ur.  MAmr,  of  New  York,  said  gentlemen 
looked  upon  this  bill  as  a  repeal  of  uie  Treas- 
nrr  order.  This  was  not  so ;  because  at  last  it 
left  the  matter  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  be  ventiired  to  say,  if  the  bill  was 
now  passed,  the  specie  ordw  wonld  not  be  re- 
jmlra.  It  did  nwt  require  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
banka  for  the  public  revenue,  but  left  it  discre- 
tionary with  him  to  do  so  or  not.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Heans  merely  declared  the  effect  of  the  pro- 
rinons  of  the  constitution,  which  were  para- 
mount to  all  the  laws  whidti  could  be  passed  on 
the  subject  If  the  bill  went  to  I^alize  the 
notes  of  any  banks  in  payment  for  uie  poblio 
revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  that  it  wcmld 
receive  but  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Hbbobb  made  Kane  remarka  in  tippoA- 
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ti<m  to  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  (l£r. 
Uann,)  and  in  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

Ur.  BouLDns  men^  rose  to  say  tW  ho 
cdionld  vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositions, 
and  ameadme^  relatinff  to  the  onrreaey  and 
money  in  which  the  pnbuo  does  were  effected, 
as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather,  least  mis- 
chioTOQs.  By  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
l>e  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  could 
be  fbund  for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cored  or 
affected — pretended  to  be  designed  by  these 
measures  to  be  cured.  He  meant  the  evil  aris- 
ing out  of  having  in,  or  pasnng  throngh,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  such  vast  emus 
of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  for  some  time. 

.  He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  distri- 
bntioD,  tariff,  breach  of  constitation,  conBolida- 
tion ;  nothing  like  it  All  this  thing  is  done. 
The  money  has  been  raised  almost  at  the  ptdnt 
of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the  sums  that  pdd  off 
our  debts,  and  left  this  balance  nnder  protect- 
ing duties;  agamst  which  he  had  labored  all 
he  ooold,  and  all  in  vain.  What  shotild  be  done 
with  them?  He  knew  they  c(»Topted  the 
people's  agents,  in  the  States  as  well  as  here. 
Those  agents  are  neither  better  nor  worse  than 
they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason  that  wo  can- 
not find  out  and  agree  npon  what  shall  be  done 
with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as 
well  aa  they  that  have  It  here,  do  not  wish  to 
part  with  it. 

Mr.  Patton  supported  the  biU,  and  qppoeed 
the  amendment,  which  he  innsted  w«it  to 
nullify  tiie  bilL 

Ur.  BuTHKMLuro,  remarking  that  the  House 
and  the  nation  we^  understood  the  whole  sub- 
demanded  the  previous  question. 
.  Oalbbaith  inquired  if  tbe  previona  quea- 
tion  would  cut  off  the  amendment  of  the  Cmq- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Heana. 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  .Bucoefls  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question — ^yeas  83,  nays  66. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  main  qnestitm  to 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  MoOartt  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and 
were — yeas  143,  nays  69,  as  follows : 

Tbis.— HessTB.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Aa- 
thony,  Bailey,  Beale,  Beb,  Bond,  Boon,  Bordm, 
Booldin,  Bovee,  Briggs,  Budiaiun,  Bondi,  J.  Cil- 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  CampbeD,  Carter,  Casey,  G. 
Cbambera,  J.  Cbambers^Ch^iman,  Ghetwood, (AUda, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clarit,  Oonnor, 
Oorwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Crary,  Curfiing,  Dawson,  Den- 
ny, EInwJre,  Evans,  ETcrett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  Gar- 
land,  R.  Garland,  Gholson,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennetl,  Griffin,  Biland  Hall,  Haimegan, 
Harian,  Harper,  a  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynea, 
HazeltiBe,  Henderaon,  Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Bqh 
kins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntsman, 
IngereoU,  Ingham,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer  J. 
W.  Jonea,  K%ore,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  0. 
Lee,    Lea,  LeiriS|  Idsooln,  hvn,  Lwaa,  Lyon,  J. 
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Mctin,  Martin,  8.  Muon,  Kaury,  Ha;,  UcCsrty,  Mc- 
OoDMU,  ICeKennao,  UcKim,  Mercer,  UilUgan,  Mont- 
siMiierj,  Hormn,  Uorris,  Uohlenberg,  Oirens,  Par- 
Iot,  PktUm,  U.  J.  Feuce,  J.  A.  Fearce,  Feanon, 
Fettigreir,  Fbelps,  Humps,  Fickens,  I^ufaiejr.  Potts, 
Beed,  Bendter,  JtAa  Reyntdds,  Kchardson,  B<A>ert- 
Bon,  Scbeock,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Sbeppeid, 
ShieldB,  81ad«,  ESoaue,  Spaogler,  Spntgoe,  8tandefer, 
Steele,  Stor^,  Sntherlaiid,  Taliaferro,  W.  ThomBon, 
Tomer,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Waehington, 
Webster,  White,  EUaha  WhitUesey,  L.  WUliams,  a 
Williama,  YeU— 14S. 

Says. — Heasts.  Aah,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Boma,  Gambreleng, 
CSiaDey,  C3i^>in,  Coles,  Cushman,  Doi^leday,  Drom- 
nole,  Efher,  Fhlrfield,  fVlin,  Fry,  FuUer,  <3allwaith, 
J.  Hidt,  Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  6.  Harrison,  Hawee,  HoH, 
Himtii^ton,  Jarris,  C.  Joluison,  B.  Jones,  Luring, 
J.  Lee,  Iieonard,  Lwan,  Loyall,  A,  Hann,  W.  Ma- 
Boa,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  MoKeon,  McLese,  Page, 
Paikfl,  P.  Fierce,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Bosers,  Sey- 
mom,  Sbinn,  ffiokles.  South,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J. 
TteMtu,  TnnrUl,  TaDderpoel,  Ward,  WardweU-^9. 

So  the  bill  was  <»dered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  vas  then  read  a  tUrd  time  and  passed, 
(after  some  remarks  firom  Hr.  Habdih^  ezplan- 
atoTT  of  hia  reasons  for  Tottsg  asamst  tiie 

bni.)» 


Tbubsdat,  March  2. 
Iitvatigatum  EeporU. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  Gabukd,  the  report  of 


'*  TUsMU,tlKni^p«alngbothHoiis«al7Mli«ga  a  Tot«, 
tki  not  baewna  law,  mnalning  nnslgned  hj  tb«  Preaiduit 
«■  aeeooBt  cCthe  DneertaltitT'  of  Ita  pioTialou,  after  eonoo]- 
tatkn  with  tlM  AttonieT'-Oeiwral,  (Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
Xi^,)  M  explained  In  the  IbllowiDg  deolantliHi  oommunl- 
aatad  hj  the  Preddent  to  Congieas,  and  filed  in  the  Depart- 
MitarBtato:— 

Rtammmof  Prttidtmt  Jack»onfoTwit  acting  defiaHivebi  on 
Ike  UBaattM  "Ah  aet  diuigiuUint  ami  ttm^Nw  the 
fimda  rmivabUJir  tkt  iweiuiea  t^tha  UftiUd  SlaleaJ' 

TbeUn  IhnB  the  Beaate,  entitled  "An  act  destnatl&a  and 
bnltlaa  the  fbnda  reeelrable  for  the  rerennea  or  the  tmlted 
Btatee,"  came  to  my  hands  7«et«rda7,  at  two  o'clock  f.  m. 
On  peitialnc  It,  I  found  Its  provUlons  so  complex  and  nncer- 
tain,  that  Itwemed  tt  neoesaarf  to  obtain  the  oplnlun  of  the 
Attomey-Seneral  of  the  United  States  on  sevend  Important 
Anastktna,  toooblng  Its  eonstmotlon  and  el&atheforel  eoold 
oecUe  on  the  dtepwitton  to  be  made  of  It  The  Attomej' 
Oeneral  took  i^  the  nt^ect  Immediatelr,  and  his  replj  was 
reported  to  me  this  daj  at  five  o'clock  p.  m.  As  this  officer, 
after  a  canfiil  and  laborious  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a 
dlatlaet  expression  of  his  opinion  on  the  points  proposed  to 
him,  still  eaaie  to  the  eonduslon  that  the  oonstrDctlan  of  the 
hfll,  sbonld  It  become  a  law,  wotdd  be  yet  a  snbjeot  of  much 
perplexity  and  donbt,  (a  view  of  the  bill  entitefy  coincident 
with  IDT  own,)  and  as  I  cannot  think  It  proper.  In  a  nutter 
of  aoeta  Intoreet  andofsuch  constant  appuestloiL  to  approve 
a  bill  so  liable  to  dlTenri^  interpretattons,  and  more  espe* 
dally  as  I  have  not  hod  time,  amid  the  dntlea  constantly 
prwalny  on  mei,  to  glre  the  antijocc  that  deliberate  conddera- 
tlon  which  Itajmportanee  demahd&  I  am  constrained  to  re- 
tain the  bin,  without  acting  deflnitlTeiy  therein ;  and  to  the 
end  that  my  reasons  for  tUs  step  may  be  folly  understood 
I  shall  CMue  this  pwer,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney 
OcHnl;  and  the  bOI  1b  onestlon,  to  he  deposited  In  the  De- 
partment of  BtatflL  Wauingtmi,llBri)h^l8Bi;<me4DBrter 
Mbre  twetre  r.  K. 

ASIXBEW  JACKSON. 
JVb{&— This  U  «f  Mateh  was  the  last      ^  Ouwnl  Jatk- 
•osl  presidential  serrlee ;  and,  as  he  held  that  the  day  ended 
at  BoUalsht,  he  took  care  to  do  this  last  offidal  aet  before 
the  ej^limUoa  of  the  dsj,aad  to  prwme  the  •rUaaoe  sTU. 


IS.  ow  B. 

the  minority  of  tiie  Select  Oommftteeof  whioh 
he  is  chairman,  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ox&LxsD  moved  to  print  6,000  extra 
copies  of  the  two  reports,  withont  the  evi- 
dence. 

The  Hoose  having  agreed  to  oomdder  the 
motion  at  tikis  time, 

Ur.  Hawbs  moved  to  amend  this  motion  b^ 
adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Select 
Oommittee  on  the  West  Point  Academj. 
Agreed  to— yeas  64,  najs  48. 

IbH^leation  BiU—D«potit  Ciavte. 

The  bin  making  appropriations  for  certain 
fortifications  for  the  year  188Y,  and  for  other 
porposes,  had  been  returned  fi^om  tiie  Senate 
with  an  amendment,  striking  out  that  portion 
of  the  bill  which  provides  that  t^e  money  which 
may  renuun  in  the  Treaaory  of  tiie  United 
States  on  the  Ist  of  January  next,  reserving 
five  millions  of  dollars,  shall  be  depodted  wim 
the  several  States,  according  to  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  r^olate  the  pnblio  de- 
posits, passed  Jane  28, 1886 ;  and  the  qnestion 
was  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  their 
amendment. 

Mr.  .Beu.  said  he  would  make  bat  a  remark 
or  two  npon  the  mot^m  wMoh  he  proposed  to 
make  in  relala<Hi  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Hottse  had  incorporated  t^e  clause  for  a 
distribution  of  any  sun>Ius  which  might  be  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  among  the 
States,  into  the  fortification  bill,  by  a  large  and 
decisive  m^ority.  The  Senate  amend^  the 
bill  by  striking  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision ;  and  this  House,  upon  a  reconsideration 
of  the  subject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decision, 
and  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  tiie  Senate, 
by  a  majority  equally  decisive,'  and  one  which, 
under  the  oircnmstances,  I  might  say  was  over- 
whdmiog.  The  Senate  has  thought  proper, 
nevertheless,  to  insist  vpoa.  its  amenament; 
and  the  question  is  now  presented,  whether  we 
shall  reoede  from  the  ground  we  have  taken,  or 
firmly  adhere  to  a  measure  which  we  believe 
to  be  of  vital  interest  The  question  is  one  of 
the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  importance^ 
and  connected  directly  with  the  i>ennanent  in- 
terest and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  now  to  decide  whether  this,  the  popular 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature — whether 
we,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  to  whom 
the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in  an  especial 
manner,  the  guardianship  and  the  duty  of  pre- 
serving the  pnblio  treasare— shall  surrender  up 
our  trust,  abandon  onr  own  views  <^  pnblio 
duty,  and  conform  to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the 
Senate.  A  principle  of  deep  interest  ia  thai 
invcdved  in  this  qnestion,  bendes  t3tat  of  mere 
expediency  in  relati<m  to  the  particular  measure 
under  eonuderation.  Can  any  one. doubt  the 
line  of  duty  thus  plainly  marked  out  to  ns  t 
Are  we  not  bound  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in 
justice  to  t^e  constitution  and  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  country,  firmly  to  adbere  to  onr 
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first  resolve  i  Upon  the  point  of  expediency, 
whatever  donbt  may  have  existed  in  the  nunds 
of  any,  whether  there  wonld  be  a  Burplos  of 
any  oonsiden^)le  amount  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
when  this  propoatioa  was  first  anbrnltted, 
i  rarely  nov,  iinoe  the  land  UU  has  been  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  not  the  sUg^test  pnw^eet 
temains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  BsasioQ, 
there  is  no  longer  any  ground  <n  nnoertoin^  as 
to  that  question.  All  must  now  admit,  not 
only  that  diere  wiU  be  a  soirlns,  but  that  it 
will  be  a  very  large  one ;  and  the  question  is 
now  presented,  and  must  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  about  to  tak&  whether  the 
fifteen  or  twenty  milliona  in  the  Treaaury,  over 
and  above  the  demands  of  tbe  public  servic^ 
will  be  more  secure  when  deposited  with  and 
distributed  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have 
no  control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is 
icuBatdd,  unoertun,  and  p^ons  in  the  highest 
degree.  Those  w»  lUnk  the  States  leas  safe 
or  truBtworthv  thaS  the  nnmeronis  State  banks 
wMoh  hold  uie  pabUo  moneys  la  deposit,  will 
of  oouTse  be  og^raist  us. 

Another  great  question  Is  presented,  and 
must  be  decided  by  our  present  action.  It  is, 
whether  we  shall  sufTer  a  surplus  revenue,  the 
unavoidable  and  unforeseen  result  of  past  legis- 
lation, to  remdn  in  the  national  Tnasury  to 
tempt  the  next  Oongress,  aa  it  has  done  the 
present  one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the 
Ooremment  in  a  degree  and  in  a  manner  whol- 
ly inconsistent  with  every  idea  <rf  economy. 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  fortber  into  tbe  argu- 
ment I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  uie 
progress  of  this  measure,  that  I  oonsiderod  the 
argument^  both  for  and  against  it^  fiilly  before 
the  country ;  and  I  conwide  by  mo^ng  that 
this  House  do  maist  upon  its  duagreanmt  to 
the  Senate's  amendment. 

The  Speaker  sfdd  that  motion,  if  rejected, 
would  be  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  agree  to 
the  amendment. 

Hr.  Vandkrpoel  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentieman  had  made  up  his  mind,  he 
would  move  the  previous  question. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand 
for  the  previous  qaestion,  and  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Hr.  HowsLL  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
ordering  the  main  question ;  which  were  reftM- 
ed.  And  the  Honae  determined  that  the  main 
question  i^onld  be  now  taken. 

Hr.  Bbix  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  qaestion ;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  mun  question,  "  Will  the  House  dis- 

See  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate?  **  was 
en,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  fcA- 
km: 

Txab. — Uessrs.  Adams,  ChHton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bri^s,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  John  Calhooa,  WiUiam  B.  C^oun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
bers, CSwtwood,  Qiilds,  NsthBDiel  H.  Gdbmne, 
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Clark,  Cwmor,  Gorwin,  Orane,  OasUiw,  Snf  ingten, 
Dawson,  Deberry,  Benny,  Elmore,  Enns,  Evaett, 
French,  Bice  Oariand,  Graham,  Granger  Gr»vea, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Har- 
din, Horiau,  Harper,  Hawes,  Bazdtme,  Henderson, 
Heister,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Bnnt^  Inger- 
Boll,  William  Jactoon^  Janes,  Jenifer,  Heuiy  Jobn- 
Bon,  Eennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawieoice,  Lay,  lAtke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Xincom,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Hum,  fimnon 
Hason,  Maury,  Hay,  HcOorty,  HcGoaus,  HcKennan, 
Mercer,  HiU%an,  Hon^omery,  Hor^  Mwria,  Ftf 
ker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton, 
Phillipe,  Pickens,  Potta,  Reed,  Renbher,  John  Hey- 
nolds,  Robertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H. 
^epperd,  Blade,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Sterer, 
SutheriaAd,  Waddy  Tbonmsoa,  Tomer,  Underwood, 
Yhiton,  WadiiiigUni,  White,  EHAa  mitUesey, 
Lewis  Williams,  Sfaerrod  WiUiams— 110. 

NAva— Messrs.  Anthony,  Arii,  Barton,  Beak, 
Bean,  Beanmont,  Bladt,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Beyd, 
Brown,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleog,  Chaney,  Oia^n, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Craig,  Cnmer.  C»iy, 
Coahman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dtmlap,  Fwftdd, 
Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  Jamea  Garland,  GhotoOB,  Glas- 
cock, Grantland,  ^ey,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert 
G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Baynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joee^ 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  J<mn 
W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Okieaii 
Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Le<Miard,  Logmn, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  William  Mason,  M.  Mason,  HcK^, 
McKeon,  McKim,  McLenejMiller,  HnhlenbenK,  Pat- 
terson, Patton,  Franklhi  Pierce,  Dates  J.  Pearee, 
Phelps,  Pindtney,  Josei^  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Slunn,  Sidde&  Sndth,  Taykr, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Trarill,  Tanderpoel,  W^ 
ner,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webater,  Thomae  T.  WUt- 
tlesey,  Wtoe,  Yell— M. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  Hie  anwiidmmt 
of  theSoiate. 


Pbidat,  Harch  8. 

IVeneh  ^liationt  prior  to  1800. 

Mr.  HowAED  said  that  he  was  instrncted  by 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  wUch 
were  referred  nnmerons  memorials  frcan  claim- 
ants for  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800,  t» 
move  that  a  list  of  those  clamiants,  which  he 
held 'm  his  hand,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
nonse.  It  had  been  aasOTted,  by  those  oppos- 
ed to  die  clums,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the 
bands  of  speculators,  who  had  nnrohased  than 
at  a  price,  and  were  tiierrabre  not  entitled 
to  as  much  jostioe  as  the  oiif^inal  snfiteen 
would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitioners ;  and  the 
result  would  show  that  there  was  little  or  no 
foundation  for  this  opinion.  When  the  names 
should  be  printed,  he  Itoped  the  members  of 
the  House  wonld  test  its  aeonracj  by  eiamin- 
ing  the  names  q£  the  dalmanta  in  the  aevual 
States. 

Hr.  H,  Bidd  he  would  add,  upon  his  inomd- 
ual  responsibility  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
that,  from  a  laborious  investigation,  he  was 
satisfied  of  the  intzin^  jwtioe  of  these  cMm, 
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and  believed  fbot  tiiej'  miutt  and  would  be  paid 
at  s<»Be  time  or  otlier.  As  fkr  as  1^  Toioe 
«oaId  reach,  he  enoonraged  the  dabnants  to 
persevere,  and  not  snflffer  their  enei^  to  be 
overcome  by  the  long  delay  vhicU  had  beeu 
heretofore  pidnAilly,  and,  he  would  add,  nqjnst- 
Xy  experienced. 

Tlie  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  list : 

Abstract  of  petitioners  on  account  of  French  Bpolk- 

tions  prior  to  1800,  and  whose  memotlals  are  now 
before  Congress,  riz : 

Fromtheftftteoflfune,      -      .      .      -  69 

**         **  New  Hampshire,       -      •  68 

w      ■  «  Yenxtoat,  -      -     -      -  a 

**        *'  HRasacbnsetta,   -     -     -  S62 

•*  Rhode  Idand,    ...  26 

"         «  Connecticut,      ...  60 

"  NewToA,        -      -  .101 

"         "  NewJersey,      ...  4 

"        "  PennuyiTania,                -  106 

"        "  Delaware,  ....  6 

**         "  IbrjiuKL  ....  124 

**        "  District  of  Colombia,  •      •  SO 

"         "  Virginia,    ....  49 

"         "  North  CaroUna,  ...  26 

"         «  Soutii  Carolina,  ...  27 

"         "  Georgia,    -      ...  8 

**         •*  Kentucky,  ....  8 

•*         «  <MiIo,        .      .      .      .  e 

"        "  Alabama,  -      -     -     -  « 

**         "  IDsaiKippL       .      .      .  1 

**         **  LoidBiana,  .      .      .      .  S 

"         "  IGaatHiri,   .     .     -      -  1 

u         u  bdiuia,    .     .     .      .  1 


Total, 


956 


And  the  following  appears  to  be  a  proper 
da—ification  of  the  abore-stated  petiaonera, 


Petitums  of  original  d^mints  In  Uieir  own  ri^t,  44S 
"      of  administrators,  107~ 
*'     ofexecut<»a,  IIS 
"      for  heirs, 

"  for  estates,  4fi 
**     as  sarriTing  partnen^  79 


I  for  estate*,  4 
as  aarigneea  of  bank- 
mita&ndaatniBtees 
OK  tnaohetiti^  C3 


of  insoranoe  companies,  as  assignees 
<^  cn^nal  claimants,  for  lospoa 
eorered  by  ... 
of  oridnal  rf»imM»t«,  "for  self  and 

others,"  

'*  "        "by  attorney," 

"  "       "by  agents," - 

Total,  .... 


489 


18 

IS 
28 
18 

956 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to,  without 
adlvisicxL. 

Mx.  WiBx,  from  the  Select  Oommittee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  etndition  of  the  varions 
ezeeatiT«,  departments,  preeented  the  nfwts 


of  the  minority  and  minority  of  that  oommitte& 
and  also  the  views  of  an  individual  membw  o/ 
the  oommittee,  which  he  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  that  the  reports,  joomal  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  accompanying  dQcamen^  he  juint. 
ed ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mrrtijieatum  BiU. 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  ^propriations  for  certain 
fortifioaUona,  and  for  other  ponmaeB^  foe  tiie 
year  1687 ;  which  said  bill  bad  been  retamed 
from  the  Senate  with  a  message  tiliat  thAt  bo^ 
inristed  on  its  amffiidment,  by  which  the  amend- 
ment of  this  Hoose,  providing  for  the  distribn- 
tion  of  sDch  sorplos  revenue  as  might  remain 
in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st 
of  Jannary  next,  reserving  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
regnlate  the  public  deposita,  approved  June  fl8» 
1886,  was  rejected. 

]t£r.  Bbll,  after  a  few  introdactory  remarks, 
ur^ng  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  mo- 
tion he  was  al>oat  to  make,  moved  that  the 
House  indst  on  its  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment of  tilie  Soi^  and  aaked  fixr  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  Hiat  motion ;  whicb  were  wdered. 

And  the  main  questim  was  then  taken,  and 
deluded— yeas  106,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  innsted  on  thdr  dlsagreemoit 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

7%an£s  to  tJie  Speaker. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhleubbbo,  (Mr.  Pieboi^ 
of  New  Hampshire,  then  temporarify  oooapy- 
ing  the  ohair,) 

Retolved,  viumwRotMly,  That  the  thanks  of  this 
House  be  preeented  to  the  honorable  Jamis  E.  Polk, 
for  the  able,  dignified,  and  impartial  manner  with 
irtiieh  he  torn  presided  over  its  deliberations,  and 
performed  the  arduous  and  important  dntias  m  ttw 
Chair. 

MtrtifiMtion  BiO—DiiMbuiieno/the 
Surphu. 

Mr.  Bell  then  asked  the  general  consent  of 
the  Honse  to  make  a  report  from  flieeopimittea 
of  oonferenoe. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  BsLL  rose  and  said :  Mr.  Speaker :  The 
oommittee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part 
of  this  House  to  meet  a  similar  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon 
the  sahjeet  the  dtssgreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  tiie 
Sooate  which  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the 
*'  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1837, 
and  for  other  purpoees,"  that  clause  proposing  to 
distribute  the  surplus  revenue  on  the  Ist  day  of 
January  next,  report  that  they  have  performed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  come  to  no 
agreement  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to 
report  this  fiwt  to  the  House,  that  it  might,  if 
it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed 
to  take.sooh  other  steps  as  it  should  think 
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proper ;  and  he  novr  moved  that  the  House  do 
adhere  to  their  disagreement. 

Itx.  Hawu  asked  tar  the  yeas  and  najs  oa 
this  motion  ^  which  were  ordered. 

The  ^eation  then  Tecnrring  npon  the  motion 
of  Hr.  Bbll,  that  the  Home  do  adhere  to  their 
disagreement  to  the  Benate^s  amendments 

ib.  Gambbelino  s^df  as  this  was  the  last 
Tote  that  could  be  taken  on  this  subject,  he  had 
merely  to  state  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the 
bill  was  lost.  [Loud  cries  of  order  I  order  I 
from  several  parts  of  the  hall ;  and  if  3£r.  0. 
did  make  any  additional  remarks,  his  voice  was 
entirely  drowned  by  Uie  noise.] 

Mr.  Granqbb.  The  chairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Ueans  had  announced  that 
this  bill  was  lost  if  the  House  adhered.  How 
did  he  know  that? 

Mr.  OAMBBBLEHa.  I  have  the  assurance  from 
tiie  o(»mnittee  cm  Hie  part  oi  the  Soiate. 

ISi,  Bell  remarked  that  the  gentJonan's  de- 
claration was  a  most  eztraordmary  one.  The 
committee  of  three  persons  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  or  any  number  of  gentlemen  of  that 
House,  might  think  that,  beranse  that  commit- 
tee could  come  to  no  a^eement,  the  body  it 
represented  might  noL  But  notmng  oould  be 
more  true  than  that  the  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate could  not  Tote  for  or  speak  for  the  whole 
body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  for  a  majority  of 
it  They  spoke,  and  spoke  only,  their  own 
sentiments ;  the  same  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Honse  spoke  their  sentiments  as  a 
committee.  Neither  could  speak  or  vote  for 
the  whole  body  or  a  m^ority  of  it ;  else  why 
the  necesnty  of  approving,  disapproTing,  adopt- 
ing, or  r^jectin^  th^  re|>ortt 

Mr.  Adams  inquired  if  the  genttemaa  from 
New  York  was  in  order  in  rawring  to  what 
had  taken  place  before  the  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

The  Ohaib  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr. 
PiEBOK,  of  New  Hampshire)  said  the  point 
ought  to  have  been  raised  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Adams  had  understood  the  point  of  order 
was  made,  for  tbe  gentleman  was  loudly  ctdled 
to  order ;  and  Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Spefdier  at  once  to  have  airerted  the  re- 
marks. 

The  Chair  had  heard  no  gentieman  rise  in 
his  place  and  raise  the  pdnt  of  order,  <n>  he 
Bbomd  have  at  once  entertained  it. 

Mr.  Adams.  Was  it  in  <vder  fi>r  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Tork  to  intimidate,  or  to  make 
remarks  for  the  purpose  of  intimidating,  the 
mombers  of  this  Honse  in  tiie  votes  they  might 
be  about  to  ^ve! 

The  Chaib  had  not  heard  any  "  intimidation  " 
thrown  out  by  the  member  from  New  York. 

Mr.  Adams  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member 
would  be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  chwr- 
man  of  the  Gommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Cambbblekq  said,  gentlemen  might  take 
the  responsibility  of  losing  the  fortification  bill 
if  they  pleased.  Upon  him  at  least  it  would 
not  rest,  and  he  ahoold  vote  to  recede. 


[Mucii,l»7. 

Mr.  Yanbebposl  tiiougbt  it  entirely  usdcM 
to  be  indnlffing  in  recrimination  on  this  rabject. 
He  believed  every  man  had  made  up  his  miod. 
and  was  willing  to  assume  the  responnbility,  if 
any  Hiwo  was,  or  would  be,  in  this  mattef. 
For  his  own  |»rt,  he  was  jpmeotly  ready  and 
willing  to  take  his  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
agfdnst  the  proposition  ingrafted  on  tliis  bill  in 
the  first  instance,  because  it  contained  what  be 
believed  to  be  a  most  obnoxiouB  prinraple— Aat 
of  distribution;  and  which,  in  his  opiidon, 
connterbalanoed  and  overbalanced  all  the  bene- 
fits of  the  fortification  bill.  He  was  also  wilfing 
to  vote  against  it  agun,  on  the  same  |roandf 
and  to  assume  his  share  of  the  remmifflhilify ; 
but,  believing  that  speeches  would  make  no 
converts,  he  hoped  the  question  would  betaken 
witiiont  ftirther  debate. 

Hr.  Lan8  said,  the  bill  called  the  d^KMit  bill 
of  the  hut  seanon  sprang  from  a  Iqptimate 
source,  from  one  o!  the  standing  commltteea, 
and  was  a  bill  connected  with  but  a  i&af^ 
other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known, 
officially  known,  that  a  large  sorplns  had  and 
would  accumulate  in  the  Treasuiy,  bey<nid  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  time 
for  the  action  of  Congress,  and  an  f^)pareDt 
necessity  for  it.  Otherwise,  in  the  present  case, 
it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill — a  bill  upon  whidi  the  safety 
of  our  commeroe,  our  cities,  our  people^  and 
the  national  honor,  depend — at  the  close  of  the 
session ;  not  a  bill  of  this  House,  but  of  the 
Senate.  Ilie  Senate  has  refCBod  to  conccr. 
This  Honse  has  adhovd.  The  Senate  ag^ 
refuse  to  concur,  and,  in  all  dne  courtesy,  has 
asked  a  coomiittee  of  conference.  That  com- 
mittee fiiil  to  agree ;  and  it  now  rem^na  to  be 
determined  whether  this  House  will  recede;  if 
it  does  not,  the  fortification  bill,  so  important 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  must  fall. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amend- 
ment would  save  the  amendment,  even  at  the 
loss  of  tbe  fortification  bill,  there  would  exist 
some  reason  for  firmness ;  but  the  disagreement 
has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legislation  which, 
by  tiie  vote  now  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recede,  is  to  decide  the  fate  of  both :  to  recede 
is  to  pass  the  fortiScati<m  hill — ^to  refiiae  is  the 
loss  of  both.  This  Honse  mnst  reoed^  or  they 
sleep  togethw. 

Mr.  L.  s^d  he  called  iip<»i  honoraUe  mon- 
bers  to  pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such 
a  vote;  a  vote  thatwonld  not  only  put  a  step 
to  all  the  public  works  now  in  progress,  and 
permit  them  to  fall  into  decay,  but  blight  the 
national  credit  and  honor  by  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith.  Existing  contracts  must  be  vio- 
lated, for  the  want  of  mcmey  In  the  bands  <tf 
the  Executive  to  fulfil  tb^m. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  when  does  the  amendment 
propose  to  depomt  the  surplus  revenue  ?  Not 
until  January,  1B88. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  call  npon  honorable 
monbers  to  say  if  any  neceedty  existed  for 
sooh  premature  aotioa  xxptm  the  sal^eet  of  the 
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miiloB  reTOnne.  Hie  amendnwiit  proposed  to 
disfribnte  in  Jannarf,  18S8,  befnre  it  can  be 
knowu  whether  there  will  be  any  to  distiibate. 
A  var  with  Hexieo,  or  a  protracted  one  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed 
vp  for  national  defence.  Suppose  a  large  sor- 
plos  should  accomalate,  there  will  be  ample 
time  for  the  next  Oongress  to  act  upon  the  sab- 
Ject  before  the  amei^ent^  if  adopted,  coald 
tftke  ^foct  Sir,  this  Honse  has  bnt  a  few 
iHNin  to  act;  the  nexfc  Oongreu  will  have  a 
uonth.  Txtm  frTti*""***  1^  Deficnre  them,  the7 
will  be  aUA  to  aot  advlaedlr  upon  the  subject 

3Ar.  Hahv,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope 
iluit  this  qneed<Hi  was  not  to  be  debated  again 
at  this  late  hoar ;  and  he  therefore  donanded 
the  prerioas  qaestion. 

Kr.  CrLASCooK.  I  secoud  the  motion,  for  I 
do  hope  that  it  will  not  be  debated  any  more. 

The  demand  for  the  previoas  qaestion  was 
then  seconded  by  the  Hoase— yeas  186 ;  and 
the  main  qinest^  was  ordered,  without  a  di- 
Tision. 

Mr.  BuGM  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  qaestion ;  which  were  ordered,  and 
wen— yeas  107,  nays  87,  as  follows : 

Tbul— Heasra.  Adams,  0.  Allan,  H.  AQen,  Bdle;, 
BeB,  Bond,  Borden,  Botddbi,  Briggs,  Banch,  J.  Cat- 
boon,  W.  B.  Cslhoon,  OsmpbeU,  Carter,  Case^, 
George  Gbaiobers,  John  Cbunbers,  Childs,  H.  H. 
CUbOTse,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing, 
Davstm,  I)^>eiTy,  Denny,  Ehnore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Forester,  Fowler,  Frendi,  R.  Garland,  Graham,  Gran- 
ger, Graves,  Grayson,  Qrenudl,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Haiian,  Harper,  Hawes,  Hazeltine,  Heister, 
Hetod,  Hoar,  Hopkios,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoU,  W. 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  K%ore,  Law- 
rence, Lay,  T.  Leo,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  Love, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  Mo- 
CcHnaa,  HcKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milti^,  Mont- 
gomery,  Parker,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearaon,  PetUgrew, 
Peyton,  niillips,  P^cken^  Potts,  Beed.  Bencher, 
Joho  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  W.  B.  Shep- 
aid,  A.  H.  Sheppwd,  Slade,  fitandefier,  Storer,  Sudwr- 
land,  TaBaferro,  W.  Tbotmon,  Turner,  Underwood, 
^DtM,  Waslungton,  White,  E.  WhitUesey,  L.  WIl- 
Game,  BL  Wmiunft— 107. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boree,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynom,  Cam- 
ln«leiig,  Cb^snan,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cnshman,  Doiibleday,  Droi^oole,  Dunhq),  Fairfield, 
Fkriin,  FuOer,  J.  GuWd,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grant- 
hnd,  Haley,  Haner,  Hannegan,  A.  6.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kina,  Haynea,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
HimtKnan,  Tngh^m^  J,  Johnson,  G.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  Eranon,  Lane,  Lanang,  Lawler,  Q.  Lee,  J. 
Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  Uar> 
tisL,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  UcKeon,  McEim, 
Miller,  HaUeidieTg,  Page,  Pariu,  Patterson,  Patton, 
F.  Fi^oe,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phdpa,  Fiwdmey,  Joe^ 
BcyBotda,  Bogeis,  Shion,  giokles,  Smith,  ftngue, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  ^irrill,  Vsnderpoel, 
Wiener,  Ward,  Wsrdwell,  Webrter,  T.  T.  WUt> 
tksey.  Wise,  Tell— 87. 

So  the  Hoase  determined  to  adhere  to  its 
dSssgreement  to  the  Senate's  amoidment ;  and 
a  message  was  sent  to  that  body,  Ity  its  Olerk, 
notifyiiw  tbem  of  the  boi. 
^^XIIL-8S  , 


[H.  ovB. 

S^Ixr^i  ASdrem, 

The  Spbakbb  then  rose  and  addressed  the 

Honse  as  follows : 

GiNTLBinit :  The  twen^fonrth  Congress  has  now 
dosed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  dis- 
solved, I  seize  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  re- 
turn to  this  Honse  my  profound  acknowledgments  for 
the  many  evidences  I  have  had  of  your  indulgent 
kindness,  and  ffenerous  confidence  and  support,  dur- 
ing the  period  I  havepredded  over  your  delibera- 
tions ;  bttt  more  eq)eciaUy  do  I  return  to  yoa  my 
sincere  thanks  fw  tiie  vote  yon  have  been  pleased 
this  day  to  pass,  approving  my  offldal  conduct  in  the 
chair.  No  language,  genUemen,  can  adequately  con- 
vey the  deep  sense  of  eratitude  which  this  testimonial 
of  your  good  ophdtai  has  excited  in  my  breasti  The 
gndfleauui  iraidi  it  hsa  aflbrded  is  0»  greater,  be- 
cause the  re8(riiition  wfaldi  you  have  psoKd  conveys 
the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  bare  been  long 
assodated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewit- 
nesses of  my  conduct  as  the  pieffldlng  officer  of  this 
House,  and  whose  friendship,  esteem,  and  confidence, 
I  shall  dierish  to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duUes  of  this  high  station  with 
a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  must  ofttti 
devolve  upon  me,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose.  If  I 
know  my  own  heart,  so  to  disdiarge  those  daties  as 
to  merit  the  respeot  and  good  opinion  of  this  House 
and  the  approbaUon  of  the  country.  I  have  bad  no 
other  desire  than  that  the  rules  and  pariiamentary 
laws  by  wbidi  our  proceedings  are  r^ilated  should 
be  property  expoiuded  and  onreotly  adnunlstered. 
It  is  doe  to  candor  to  lay  that  the  steady  and  un- 
wavering support  which  you  have  npon  all  oocadons 
given  me  lias  at<H)e  enabled  me  successfully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  assigned  me.  The  anxiety  and  so- 
lldtude  which  I  have  often  felt,  and  eq>edBlly  in 
seasons  of  great  political  exdtement,  from  which  our 
deliberations  have  not  been  exempt,  to  perform  my 
duty,  not  only  irith  faithfulness,  bat  aoceptably  to 
the  House  and  to  the  coontry,  can  be  known  and  ap- 
predated  only  by  Urn  who  hu  filled  this  Cfaab. 
Amidst  the  emtMurassments  and  difficulties  which 
have  often  sotronnded  me,  it  has  given  me  pleasnre, 
upon  all  oocarions,  to  court  the  advloa  and  correc- 
tion of  the  House  if  I  erred ;  and  it  is  a  source  of 
the  hij^iest  grstiflcatiott  to  me  to  know  that,  npon 
the  numerous  occasions  whoi  the  House  has  been 
appealed  to  to  affirm  or  revetse  the  oiBdal  dedrions 
which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have  pnHnptly 
given  me  your  support.  I  am  not  vain  enough  to 
believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  bying 
occauons  whidi  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our 
deliberations,  duriw  wbldi  many  difficult  and  often 
novd  questions  oi  paitiameuts^  hw  and  pmctice 
have  been  suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  de- 
cision, without  having  often  fallen  into  csnv.  If, 
however,  I  have  eired,  I  trust  It  has  not  been  on  pc^ts 
material ;  I  know  it  has  not  been  intentimsl ;  and 
the  approbation  of  my  official  conduct  uhldi  yon 
have  tlUs  day  expressed  affords  the  higher  proof  tiiat 
you  have  generously  overlo(Aed  my  eirots,  and  done 
more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied  efforts  I  have 
made  to  mnit  yonr  good  oidnion,  and,  lo  &r  ai  de> 
pended  on  my  official  acts,  to  promote  the  intereeta 
of  our  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  our  deliberations  as 
the  repreeentativea  of  the  nation,  there  haa  been 
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occaaooal  exdtement  or  feeling,  growing  oat  of 
political  colMona,  the  natorftt  oflqniDg  of  honest 
differences  of  opinion,  now  that  we  are  about  to  sep- 
arate, many  of  ub  nerer  again  to  meet  In  tUs  hall,  or 
**  this  dde  the  grave,**  niay  we  not-  hope  that  all  re- 
collection of  unpleasant  incidents  that  are  paned  may 
be  foigotten,  and  that  each  one  of  us,  whatever  maj 
tie  his  fatnre  destiny,  may  devote  bimaelf  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  tiie  beat  interests  of  oar  ooontry.  In 
taking  lesre  of  7011,  gattlemn,  I  wUi  jm  aanfe 


return  to  your  familiea  and  Mends ;  and  my  pn^ 
ia,  that  the  l^eadngB  of  an  ototuUi^  FrSTidan 
may  reit  upon  yoo  uL 

And  now  it  only  remains  fo^  me  to  perfbna  ftt 
last  ditty  assigned  me,  by  the  adUoumment  of  ttb 
House,  and,  accordin^y,  I  annoooce  that  (hia  Bam 
stands  adjourned  without  day. 

The  Hoose  then  a^jonrned. 
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TWENTT-FIFffi  CONGRESa-FIRST  SESSION. 

BE6UK  AT  THE  CITT  OF  WASHINGTON,  SEPTEMBER  4,  188  7. 


PBOCEEDINGS  AT  EXXRA  SESSION. 


HABTm  VAN  BUREir.  of  New  York,  Pnridau. 
BICHABD  H.  JOHNSON,  of  Eentnekr,  Viet  ItmdmL 


Seentarji  if  State. 
Job  VoagTTO, .  [A^Kiinted  in  the  previoiu  term.] 

Inr  WoomcKT.    [Ai^wiiited  in  the  iveTious 
teniu] 

Stentarji  of  Wot, 
ha  B.  Fomnn.   [Appointed  4tli  Huoh,  1887.] 


Sacreiary  qf  tkt  Ifatg. 

Hahlox  DicnBBOM.  [Appointed  in  tlie  pwriotu 
terra. 

Poitmaiter  GmmU. 
Amos  Kkrmll.   [Ai^ptdnted  In  tbe  inwions  tern.] 

Attorney  0«»eraJ. 

BmtjiMm  F.  Butlbr.   [Appointed  in  the  pNviooi 
tern.] 


PBOOEEDINGS  IS  THE  SEETATE.* 


In  pnrsoance  of  the  a]ithorit]r  given  hj  tbe 
coQstitntion,  the  President  of  tiie  United  Statea, 
on  the  15th  day  of  May,  oansed  to  be  iamed  the 
prodamation  which  follows : 

Wlereu  great  ind  velgbtf  matters,  fiaimiTig  the 
consideration  of  the  Congress  of  tbe  United  States, 


*  LIST  OV  urawwilftg  OF  THB 

Aw  ampriUr4r~IlMay  Habbud,  FnnUln  PIom. 
jfaiwalmtttfc-Jolia  Dmrit,  Dukl  Webstar. 
Wwto  fttowtf.— H«banm  X.  Kai|M  Adur  SobUM. 
OwucMMfc-Jidui  IL  NllM,  Pmi7  Smith. 
7tfMo«(— Suniiel  Pnnttas,  Benj^araln  Bwlft. 
An  rocik— HfttlUBM  P.  IWltudgs,  SUu  Wright 
Aw  /wwy.  Bimnd  Im.  Sonthud,  Gumtt  D.  WbU. 
i'M«lMHi<(k— JoDae  BndbMiMi,  SMnml  HeEeu. 
■Wawarn.— Btchinl  H.  B^wd,  Thomas  Cl^ton. 
MiTtowA  Jimsb  JErat,  John  &  Bp«nM. 
nrvMo^VUUn  a  Btm,  J(Aa  J.  Souta. 


form  an  extraordinary  oocaaion  for  eonventng  them. 
I  do,  by  these  presents,  appoint  tbe  firat  Monday  of 
Swtember  next  for  their  meeting  at  tbe  city  of 
WaaUiwttm ;  hereby  reqniring  the  respective  Sena- 
ton  and  BeiweBentanTee  then  and  there  to  anemble 
In  Congress,  in  orderto  reodve  sodi  commnnicadnis 
as  may  then  be  made  to  tliem,  and  to  consult  and 


JTmA  COroHntL—lMtaii  Brovn,  Bobert  Strange^ 
AwA  OhvUm.— John  G.  Calhons,  WllUam  0.  Praatom. 
ffwrirfa.— Alft«d  Onthbert,  John  F.  Elng. 
Alabat»a.—CltiiMat  C.  Clajr,  William  R.  King. 
MimU»ipp<-^oha  BIsok,  Robert  i.  WalW. 
Zowltla»a,~Unmilfir  Hoatoa,  Sobart  0.  IHohAH. 
niHMMM^-y  ellz  Orondr,  Hn^  L.  Whlla. 
XtHindbif^'n.mr  CSay,  John  J.  CrittoidaB. 
JntoMM— miUam  8.  FnUoa,  Ambroae  H.  Seviax. 
MUjottH.—Thmm  H.  Benton,  Lawli  F.  Una. 
JWfMta.— John  M.  Boblnion,  Blehard  U.  Tonnf. 
/i«<Iiafi<i.—OUTer  H.  Bmltb,  John  Tipton. 
Mfo.— Wmiam  Anen,  Thomas  Hforrii. 
JdaiU^iM^Lulai  X^ea,  JiAb  NorralL 
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determine  on  snch  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  may 
be  deemed  meet  for  the  welfare  of  the  United  States. 

la  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  8.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
signed  the  same  with  my  band. 
Done  at  the  city  of  Waahington,  tbe  fifteenth 
day  of  Hay,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  dmit  hundred  and  thirty-eeren, 
and  of  the  indepeomnoe  oi  the  Umted  States,  the 
■ixty-lirBt.        -  H.  TA2f  BUREK. 

^  tfie  PkVHdent : 

Jomi  FoRBTTHt  Seotetai/  of  States 


IfonDAT,  September  4, 1837. 

This  being  the  day  designated  in  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
for  a  special  meeting  of  both  Honses  of  Gon- 
sress,  tbe  Senate  assembled  in  tbe  Senate 
Chamber  at  the  Capitol,  at  the  nsnal  honr  of 
13  o'olock. 

Hon.  BiOBABD  IL  Johnson,  Vice  Fre^dent 
of  the  United  States,  called  the  Senate  to  order 
at  IS  o'olocik,  when  for^-two  Senatws  i^peared 
in  tiieir  seats. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  firesMkted  tbe  oreden- 
tiala  of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Clat  and  Robkbt  SntAsai, 
Senators  as  above,  who  took  the  nsnal  oath. 

Mr.  RtTBB  presented  the  oiedentials  of  Mr. 
BoAm^  Senator  as  aboT^  who  was  also  qnali- 
fied. 

On  motion  pf  Mr.  Emo,  of  Alabama,  the 
Secretar;^  of  tbe  Senate  was  instmcted  to  inform 
the  Honse  of  Bepresentatives  that  a  qnomm 
of  tbe  Senate  was  now  present,  and  r^y  to 
proceed  to  bu^ess. 

Mr.  Wbioht  moved  that  a  committee  be  u>- 
pointed  to  jtrin  a  ^ilar  committee  from  t£« 
Hoise,  in  order  to  wait  npon  the  Ihresident  of 
the  United  States,  and  infivm  him  that  Congress 
was  assembled  and  leadj  to  receiTe  snc^  com- 
monioaticHi  as  he  mi^t  have  to  make ;  and  the 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  CtuiB  -was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ejko,  of 
Alabama,  anthorized  to  appoint  the  sud  com- 
mittee ;  and  Mr.  'Wbight,  and  Mr.  Kiko,  of  Ala- 
bama, were  appointed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lioni',  the  osnal  number 
of  newspapers  waa  orduea  fbr  ttie  use  the 
Sffliators. 

Tbe  Senate  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  the  Sergeant- at- arms  and  Door- 
keeper to  the  Senate;  wherenpon  Stephbit 
Haiqht  (the  late  doorkeeper)  was  tmanimoosly 
elected,  at  the  first  balloting,  Swgeant-at-arms 
to  the  Senate,  in  room  of  the  late  Sergeant. 
Mr.  Shaokfobd,  deceased;  and  at  the  third 
balloting,  Mr.  Kdwabd  W»k  was  elected  (oat 
of  many  candidates)  Doorkeeper  in  room  of 
Mr.  Haiqht. 

And  then  tlte  Senate  adjourned. 


TtiBDAT,  September  6. 

A  message  was  rweived  bam  tbe  Hooie  of 
BepresentativeS)  throogh  Mjr.  Suusxia,  OaSr 


[aKREXBB,  1887. 

Clerk,  announcing  to  tbe  Senate  that  a  qnormn 
of  the  Honse  had  assembled,  had  elected  a 
Speaker,  had  concurred  with  the  reetjation  of 
tiie  Senate  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
on  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  and  li*d 
appointed  a  committee  on  their  part 

Mr.  Wbioht,  from  tbe  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inform  the  President  of  tlie  United 
States  that  a  qnoram  of  the  two  Hooses  waa 
assembled  and  ready  to  proceed  to  bonnes^ 
reported  that  tbe  committee  had  performed  tbe 
doty  asrigned  them,  and  that  the  Preadeut 
had  ezpTMsed  to  them  his  intentioa  to  com- 
mnnicate  to  the  two  Houses,  in  writiD^  this 
day  at  13  o^cloofc. 

A  Message  was  accordingly  recdred  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Tax 
BtiBSN,  his  private  secaretary,  and  was  read  by 
the  Secretary,  as  ftdlowa: 

FelhtifeUitetu  of  the  StnaU 

md  atnue  of  JUpreientatiMt : 

Tbe  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1S36,  rcgoIatiDg  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  and  directing  tbe  em- 
ployment of  St^,  District,  and  Territorial  banks  for 
that  purpose,  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  cf  the 
Treasury  to  discontinue  ttie  use  cf  sudi  them  n 
Ebould  at  any  time  reAiae  to  redeem  thdr  notes  fa 
q>ecie,  and  to  aabetltnte  otb^  banliB,  prorlded  a  kO.- 
cteat  number  could  be  obtained  to  receive  tbe  pnbBc 
depodla  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  tberon  pre- 
scribed. The  general  and  almost  simultaneooa  bos- 
pension  of  spede  payments  by  the  banks  in  May  last, 
rendered  the  performance  oi  his  duty  ImperatiTe,  la 
respect  to  those  wbidi  bad  been  selected  tmdcr  d>S 
act;  and  nude  ft,  at  tbe  same  time,  impracticable  to 
employ  the  reqiUdte  number  of  others,  upon  the  pre- 
scribed conditions.  The  qiecific  r^^ulj^ons  e^ab- 
Ushed  by  Congress  for  the  deposit  and  safe-keepfaig 
of  the  public  moneys  hariog  thus  unexpectedly  bectnne 
inoperative,  I  felt  It  to  be  my  doty  to  aflbrd  yoa  aa 
early  opportunity  for  the  exercise  «  your  tapmiaoij 
powers  over  tbe  subject. 

I  was  also  led  to  apprehend  that  the  eaptmlom  til 
Bpede  payments,  increasing  the  gmbamwmcwtsbeftte 
existing  in  the  pecuniary  affluis  of  the  conntry,  would 
so  far  diminish  the  pubUo  revenue,  that  the  acCTtdDg 
rectipts  into  the  Treasury  would  not,  with  tbe  rescrred 
five  mniions,  be  suffldent  to  defray  tbe  nna voidable 
e^Moses  of  the  Oovemment,  until  the  nnd  period  ftr 
the  meetiw  1^  Congress ;  wUlsttheanthori^tooall 
upon  the  States  for  a  portion  of  tbe  snms  dejKisked 
with  them,  was  too  restricted  to  enable  tbe  Depart- 
ment to  realize  a  sutBdent  amount  from  that  source. 
Tliese  i^preben«ons  have  been  Justified  by  subsequent 
results,  which  render  it  certain  that  tlus  defidency 
will  occur,  if  additional  means  be  not  provided 
Congress. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  mercantile  in- 
terest, in  meeting  their  engagemoita,  induced  tbem 
to  apply  to  me,  previously  to  me  actual  Boq;>eiirioD  of 
spede  payments,  for  indulgence  upon  th«ir  bonds  for 
duties;  and  all  tiie  reliCT*  anthoriied  by  law  was 
promptly  and  cheerfully  granted.  Tbe  dependence 
of  tbe  Treasury  upOD  tbe  avails  of  these  bonds,  to 
enaUe  it  to  make  the  depwdts  with  the  States  requ^ 
by  law,  led  me  in  the  ontsat  to  llndt  tUs  indn^eaaa 
to  tbe  first  of  Bq>tember,  bat  It  Ins  rinoe  becB  ex* 
tended  to  tbe  first  of  October,  that  tbe  matter  might 
be  submitted  to  you  ftutherdieedon. 
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Questiona  were  also  expected  to  arise  in  the  recess 
in  reflect  to  the  October  instalmeot  of  those  deporits, 
requiring  the  hiterpositioa  of  Congrees. 

A  pnrbion  of  another  act,  passed  about  the  same 
due,  md  intended  to  MOore  a  Uthflil  oOBmUanee 
wttfa  tfaeobUgatlrai  of  tlie  Uidted  States  to  Mtfsfr  aU 
demmds  open  tbem  m  spede  or  Its  eqidralent,  pro- 
Isbited  the  offer  o(  any  bank  note,  not  con^rtible  aa 
tke  spot  into  gold  or  diver  at  the  will  of  the  hold^ ; 
and  the  ability  of  the  OoTemment,  with  millionB  on 
depo^  to  meet  its  engammeats  la  the  manner  tbns 
raqnired  by  lanr,  was  rraaered  ray  donbtfld  the 
ereat  to  wbidi  I  bare  referred. 

Sensible  that  adequate  provlsdons  for  these  nn ex- 
pected esigendes  could  only  be  made  Congress ; 
ooDTinced  that  some  of  them  would  be  indispmsably 
neoessar;  to  the  public  service,  before  the  i^ular 
paiod  of  your  meeting ;  and  dedrous  also  to  emible 
joQ  to  exerctse,  at  the  earliest  moment,  your  foU  con- 
^tntioiul  powers  for  the  ttiieS  of  the  cotmtry,  I 
eoold  BoL  with  pn^irie^,  artdd  aabjectJng  yon  to  ^ 
ineanredieDce  tk  aaaemran^  A  ts  esriy  a  day  aa  the 
stito  tit  tte  popular  representation  voud  pennit  I 
am  sore  that  I  nave  done  tHit  justice  to  your  feetioBS, 
in  believing  that  this  inconvenience  will  be  dieerfiiTly 
encountered,  in  the  hope  of  rendering  your  meeting 
condociTe  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

Durii^  the  earlier  stages  of  the  reruMon  trough 
wfaidi  we  have  just  passed,  modi  acrtmonlona  discus- 
Am  arose,  and  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  as 
to  its  real  causes,  Tlua  was  not  surprising.  The 
<q)eration9  ot  credit  are  so  diversified,  and  the  influ- 
ences which  affect  them  so  numerous,  and  often  so 
subtle,  that  even  imparUal  and  well-informed  persons 
ire  seldom  found  to  agree  in  respect  to  them.  To 
iidtereot  difficnlUee  were  also  added  other  tendendes, 
vludi  wen  by  no  means  fovoraUe  to  the  dooorery 
of  troth.  K  vaa  hardly  to  be  expected  that  those 
.  who  disapproved  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
lation to  the  currency,  would,  in  the  exdted  state  of 
pobUe  feeling  produced  by  the  occadon,  foil  to  attrib- 
ute to  that  poHcy  any  extendve  embarrassment  in 
tlie  monetary  albirs  of  the  country,  ^e  matter  tiius 
became  connected  with  ttie  pasiloag  ai^  conflicts  of 
party;  opinions  were  more  w  lessifllMJted  bypoltti- 
eal  coonderationa ;  and  differences  were  prolonged 
wUdi  BUgfat  otherwise  have  been  determined  by  an 
appeal  to  fects,  by  the  exerdse  of  reason,  or  by  mu- 
taal  ooocesdon.  It  is,  however,  a  cheering  r^ection 
tb*t  drcumatances  of  this  nature  cannot  prevent  a 
commanitj  so  InteQ^ent  as  ours  ftom  ultimately  ar- 
rivincatcoRectconwisions.  Encouraged  by  the  firm 
beUef  of  this  truth,  I  proceed  to  state  my  views,  bo 
fkr  as  m»j  be  necessaiy  to  a  dear  tmdflrrtanding  of 
Ae  remams  I  feel  it  my  du^  to  propose,  and  of  tiie 
reafoof  by  wUch  I  have  been  led  to  reoommend 
them. 

The  hiatoiy  of  trade  in  the  TTmted  States  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years  afforda  the  moat  convindng  evi- 
dence that  our  present  condition  isoUeflytobeattrib- 
■led  to  ovw^etion  in  all  the  departments  of  busi- 
DM;  an  over-action  deriving,  perhaps,  its  flrst  im- 
pubee  from  antecedent  causes,  but  stimulated  to  its 
destroctive  consequences  by  excessive  issues  of  bonk 
paper  and  by  other  fadliUes,  for  the  acquisition  and 
enlargement  of  credit.  At  the  commencement  of 
flw  year  1SS4,  tiie  banUng  oqdtal  of  the  United 
States,  indnding  that  of  the  national  bank  then  exist- 
ing, amounted  to  about  two  hundred  millions  of 
dwiaia ;  the  bank  notes  then  in  drcnlatlon  to  about 
maety-flve  millions;  and  the  loana  and  discounts  of 


the  banks  to  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  milUona. 
Between  that  time  and  the  flnt  of  January,  188S, 
being  the  latest  period  to  which  accurate  aocounta 
have  been  received,  our  banking  capital  was  increased 
to  more  than  two  himdred  and  afly-one  milUons ;  our 
paper  dicralation  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty 
mUlions ;  and  the  loans  and  ffisoonnts  to  more  than 
four  hundr(»d  and  fifty-seven  miUions.  To  this  vast 
incretae  are  to  be  added  the  many  millions  of  credit, 
aoquired  by  means  of  foreign  loans,  contracted  by 
the  States  and  State  Institutions,  and,  above  all,  by  ttie 
lavish  accommodations  estoBded  bytbrdgn  dealers  to 
our  merdiants. 

tlie  consequences  of  this  redundancy  of  credit,  and 
of  the  spirit  of  redclees  speculation  engendered  I7 
it,  were  a  foreign  debt  contracted  by  our  dtizens,  es- 
timated in  March  last  at  more  than  thirty  milUons 
dollars ;  the  extendon  to  traders  in  the  interior  of  our 
country  of  credits  for  supplies,  greatly  beyond  the 
wants  of  ttie  people ;  the  investment  of  thlrty-nltte 
and  a  half  millions  1^  dollars  In  oimroduodTe  psWo 
lands,  in  the  years  1885  and  ISSe,  whilst  hi  the  preeed- 
log  year  the  aU«8  amounted  to  mily  four  and  a  half 
millions;  the  creation  of  debts,  to  an  almost  conntiess 
amount,  for  real  estate  In  exls^ig  or  antidpated  dtiee 
and  villages,  equally  unproductive,  and  at  prices  now 
seen  to  have  been  greatiy  diqnopMttonate  to  their 
real  valoe;  the  expenditure  of  ImmoiBe  sums  in  im- 
provements irtiicb,  in  many  cases,  bare  been  found  to 
be  ruinously  improvident;  the  diversion  to  other 
pursuits  of  much  of  the  labor  that  diould  have  been 
applied  to  agriculture,  thereby  contributing  to  the 
expen^ture  of  laige  sums  in  the  importation  of 
grun  from  Europe — an  expenditure  which,  amount- 
ing  in  1884  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
doUais,  was,  in  tiie  first  two  quarters  of  the  present 
year,  increased  to  more  than  two  millions  of  doilais ; 
and,  finally,  iritiraot  enumeratit^  ottier  Itgarions 
results,  the  rapid  growth  among  all  dasses,  and  e^M* 
dally  in  our  grnt  commercial  towns,  of  luxurioos 
habits,  founded  too  often  on  merely  fiinded  wealth, 
and  detrimental  alike  to  the  industry,  the  tflsoanaa, 
and  the  morals  of  our  people. 

It  was  so  impossible  that  such  a  State  of  thhigs 
could  long  continue,  that  the  pronieet  1^  teruldon 
was  present  to  the  minds  €i  considerate  men  before 
it  actually  came.  Kone,  however,  had  ootrectiy  an- 
ticipated its  severity.  A  concuirenoe  of  circumstan- 
ces, inadequate  of  themselves  to  produce  such  wide- 
spread and  calamitous  embarrassments,  tended  so 
greatly  to  aggravate  them,  tiut  they  cannot  l>e  over- 
looked In  oonddering  their  history.  Among  tiiese 
may  be  mentioDed,  as  most  pr<Hninent,  the  great  loss 
(rf  capital  sustained  by  our  commercial  emporium 
in  the  fire  of  December,  1886 — a  loss  the  effects 
which  were  underrated  at  the  time,  because  postponed 
for  a  season  by  the  great  facilities  of  credit  tiien  exist- 
ing ;  the  disturinng  effeote,  in  our  commercial  dties, 
of  the  transfers  of  the  poblio  moncnrs  reqidred  by  the 
deposit  Uw  of  June,  1880 ;  andthemeasoresadtmted 
by  tiie  foreign  creditors  of  our  merdiants  to  reduce 
their  debts,  and  td  withdraw  from  tiie  TTnlted  States 
a  large  portion  of  our  spede. 

However  unwilling  any  of  our  dtizens  may  hereto- 
fore have  been  to  asdgn  to  these  causes  the  diief 
instrumentality  in  producing  the  present  state  of 
things,  the  devdopments  suhseqaeotiy  made,  and 
the  actual  etmditirai  of  oAer  ooMmerdal  eouilries; 
must,  as  it  seems  to  me,  dispd  all  remaining  doubts 
upon  the  subject.  It  has  since  appeared  that  evil% 
rinUlar  to  tiiose  solfoed  by  onrselve^  luive  been  ex- 
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perienoed  In  Great  Britiin,  on  the  ctrntinent,  and, 
udeed,  tbron^nt  the  oommeidal  worid ;  and  that 
in  other  ooantriee,  as  well  m  in  oar  omi,  tbey  bare 
been  oaiformly  preceded  by  an  ondne  enlaigement 
of  bomidariefl  of  trade,  prompted,  as  with  us,  by 
onpreoedented  expansioaB  of  tbe  ajstema  of  credit.  A 
reference  to  the  amount  of  banking  capital,  and  the 
Inues  of  paper  credit  pat  in  drcolation  in  Great 
Britain,  by  baoks,  and  in  other  ways,  doring  tbe  years 
1884,  1885,  and  1886,  will  ahow  an  angmentatioo  of 
tbe  paper  corrency  tliere,  as  much  dimoportioiied  to 
tbe  real  wants  of  trade  as  in  the  United  States.  With 
this  redondancy  of  the  fuper  corrency,  there  arose  in 
that  ooontry  also  a  spirit  of  adventoroqs  speculaUon, 
emlnacing  the  whole  range  of  haman  enterpriBe. 
Aid  was  profiisely  {^ven  to  jwdeoted  improrcanentB; 
la^  investmraits  were  made  in  fonosn  stodu  and 
loras;  credits  for  goods  were  granted  with  unboonded 
libenlity  to  mercbanta  in  foreign  coon  tries ;  and  all 
tiw  means  of  aoqairing  and  employing  credit  were 
put  in  aotire  fq>eration,  and  extended  in  their  eflfects 
to  erei7  department  of  busineBS,  and  to  eveiy  quarter 
of  the  ^obe.  Tbe  reaction  was  proporUoned  in  its 
violenoe  to  the  extraordinaiy  cbancter  of  the  events 
wliioh  praeeded  it,  Tba  cmunerdal  coDunnni^  of 
Great  Britain  were  subjected  to  tbe  greatest  difBodtiea, 
and  tluir  debtors  in  this  country  were  not  only  Budden- 
I7  deprived  of  aooiutomed  and  expected  cndita,  bnt 
adled  open  for  payments,  wiiicb,  in  tbe  actoal  poe- 
tare  of  things  here,  could  only  be  made  throu^  a 
general  preaeore,  and  at  tbe  most  ruinous  sacrifices. 

In  view  these  &cta,  it  would  seem  impOHnble 
ifar  dnoere  Inquirers  nfttt  truth  to  redst  the  conviodcni 
that  the  causes  of  the  revulsion  in  botfa  countriee  have 
been  sobetantiaUy  tbe  same.  Two  naUons,  the  most 
commercial  in  the  worid,  enjoying  but  recently  the 
highest  degree  of  iq>p8rent  prosperity,  and  mainbuning 
with  each  other  the  cloaeat  rel^ons,  are  suddenly,  in  a 
time  of  profound  peace,  and  without  any  great  na^ 
ttooal  disaster,  arrested  in  their  career,  ud  ^unged 
Into  a  state  ctf  embarrasBment  and  distress,  uiboth 
countries,  we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  fadlities  of  cre<Ut ;  the  same 
t^nt  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  suoceeses ;  the 
same  difficulUes  and  reverses ;  and,  at  length,  nearly 
the  same  overwhelming  catastrophe.  The  most  mate- 
rial difference  between  the  results  in  the  two  countries 
baa  only  been,  that  with  us  there  has  also  occurred 
an  eiteosive  derangement  in  the  fiscal  affaira  of  the 
Federal  and  State  Govemmenta,  oocanoned  hj  the 
sorawnsion  of  spede  payments  by  tbe  banks. 

Tbe  histcNry  these  causes  and  efiects  in  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  is  Bubetantjally  tbe 
luBtory  of  the  revulsion  in  all  other  commercial  coun- 
tries. 

Tbe  present  and  visiUe  effects  of  these  drcum- 
stances  on  the  cperationa  of  the  Government,  and  on 
the  industry  <rir  tbe  pet^e,  p4^  oat  tbe  ot^ecta  which 
call  for  your  immediate  attention. 

Tliey  are — to  r^nlate  by  law  the  aafe-keeping, 
tnnafer,  and  disburaement  of  the  public  moneys ;  < 
to  designate  tbe  funds  to  be  received  end  paid  by  the 
Government ;  to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  prompt- 
ly every  dMMnd  iqMn  it;  to  prescnba  tlie  terms  of 
in^iIgeuoQ,  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopt- 
ed, as  wdl  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  from  former 
depositories ;  ana  to  devise  and  a^pt  such  further 
nwasurest  within  tlie  ooDBtitutional  competency  of 
Coogteas,  as  will  be  best  calculated  to  revive  the 
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enteiprise,  and  to  promote  the  proqterity  of  ihe 
country. 

For  the  deposit,  transfer,  and  disborBement  <i€  tbe 
revenue.  National  and  State  banks  have  always,  with 
temporary  and  limited  excepUtms,  been  heretofore 
employed ;  but,  altbou^  advocates  of  cadi  tfystcm 
are  still  to  be  found,  It  is  apparent  that  the  events  of 
tbe  last  few  months  liave  greatly  augmented  the  de- 
^re,  long  existing  among  the  pet^le  ot  the  Utnted 
States,  to  separate  tbe  racal  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment from  those  of  individuids  or  coTporatiraia. 

Again  to  create  a  national  bank,  as  a  fiscal  agent, 
would  be  to  disregard  the  popular  will,  twice  solemn- 
ly and  unequivocaUy  expressed.  On  nd  question  of 
domestic  policy  is  there  stronger  evidence  that 
sentiments  of  a  large  midority  are  ddiberstdy  fixed ; 
and  I  cannot  concur  wim  those  who  think  Aey  Bee, 
in  recent  events,  a  proof  tiiat  these  sentiments  are, 
or  a  reason  that  they  should  be,  changed. 

Events,  similar  in  their  origin  and  charader,  bare 
heretofore  frequently  occurred,  without  prodocing 
any  such  cliange ;  and  the  lessons  of  experience  must 
be  forgotten,  if  we  suppose  that  tbe  present  overthrow 
of  crwit  would  Itave  been  prevented  by  the  existence 
of  a  national  bank.  Froneness  to  excessve  issues  has 
ever  been  the  flee  Ot  the  banking  system ;  a  vice  as 
prominent  in  national  as  in  State  institutions.  This 
prtqiennty  is  as  subservient  to  tlie  advancement  of 
private  interests  in  the  one  as  in  the  ottjer ;  and  those 
who  direct  them  both,  being  principally  guided  by 
the  same  views,  and  infloenced  by  the  same  motive^ 
will  be  equally  ready  to  stimulate  to  extnVBgmce  of 
enterprise  by  improvidence  of  credit.  How  strikii:^ 
ly  is  this  oondnmon  sustuned  by  experience  I  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  irith  the  vast  powers  con- 
ferred on  it  by  Congren,  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent 
former  and  ^nilar  embarrassments ;  nor  has  tbe  still 
greater  strength  it  has  been  said  to  possess  imder  its 
present  charter,  enabled  it,  in  the  existing  emergentr^, 
to  check  oHher  institutions,  or  even  to  save  itself.  In 
Great  Brit^  wlKre,  It  has  been  seen,  tiie  ssme 
canaee  hare  been  attended  with  tbe  same  effects,  a 
national  bank,  possea^g  powers  far  greater  than  are 
aAei  for  by  the  wannest  advocates  of  such  an  insti- 
tution here,  has  also  proved  unable  to  prevent  an  un- 
due expandon  of  credit,  and  tbe  evils  that  fiow  from 
it  Kor  can  I  find  any  tenaUe  ground  tot  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  a  national  bank,  in  the  daoiwement 
alleged  at  present  to  exist  in  the  domestic  exdianges 
of  the  country,  or  in  the  facilities  it  may  be  capable  of 
afibrding  them.  Although  advantages  of  this  sort  were 
anticipa(pd  when  tbe  fiiBt  bank  of  the  Uidted  States 
was  created,  they  were  r^arded  as  an  inddental  ac- 
commodation ;  not  one  which  tbe  Federal  Govemmeat 
wasbound,  or  could  be  called  upon,  to  Am^A.  TUg 
accommodation  is  now,  indeed,  after  the  lapse  of  not 
many  years,  demanded  from  it  as  among  ita  first  da- 
tiee,  snd  an  ramsrion  to  ^d  and  relate  commernal 
exciiange  is  treated  as  a  ground  of  loud  and  serious 
c<nnplaint.  Such  results  only  serve  to  exemplify  the 
cMistant  dewre,  among  some  of  our  citizens,  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  Government,  and  extend  its  contra, 
to  suljects  witii  which  it  should  not  interfere.  They 
can  never  justify  tbe  creation  of  an  institution  to 
promote  such  o^ects.  On  the  contrary,  tbeyjustiy 
exdte  among  the  community  a  more  diligent  inqimy 
into  the  character  of  those  operations  of  tnde, 
towards  which  it  is  dedred  to  extend  such  peculiar 
favors. 

The  various  transactions  whidi  bear  the  name  of 
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dODkOBtic  «xcluD(^  diflfer  eawntiall;  tn  their  nature, 
op««tion,  and  utility.  One  clan  of  them  oondsts  of 
bUla  of  excban^  drawn  for  the  purpose  of  transfer- 
ctng  actual  cental  from  one  part  of  the  country  to 
another,  or  to  anticipate  the  proceeds  of  property  ac- 
ttuUy  transmitted.  Bills  of  this  description  are  highly 
vsefol  in  the  iDOTements  of  trade,  ana  veil  deserre 
•U  the  «iiooQnaemeiit  wUdi  cut  ri^tfiiUy  be  fArm 
to  tbem.  Anoither  claM  is  made  up  of  UDa  m  ex- 
change, not  drawn  to  transfer  actual  capital,  nor  on 
the  tndit  of  property  transmitted,  bat  to  create  ficti- 
tloos  coital,  partaking  at  once  of  the  character  of 
Botes  discounted  in  b^k,  and  of  bank  notes  in  drcn- 
latioii,  and  swelling  the  mass  of  paper  credits  to  a  vast 
•xtntf  in  the  most  otjecduiude  manner.  These 
bob  ban  fonaed,  for  the  last  few  years,  a  laige 
proportion  of  what  are  temed  ttie  domestic  exchai^ 
of  the  country,  serrins  as  the  means  of  nsorious 
profit,  and  constituting  uie  most  unsafe  andprecarions 
psper  in  dieolation.  Tlds  specdes  of  traflSo,  instead 
ot  bttDg  upheld,  ought  to  be  discountenanced  by  the 
GoTenunent  and  the  people. 

In  transferring  its  funds  from  place  to  place,  the 
OorenimaitisMithesamefbotii^  with  the  piinte 
tHiaak,  and  nay  leaort  to  the  ssme  legal  mean&  It 
may  do  so  through  the  medium  ot  bills  drawn  by 
itscif,  or  psndtased  from  others ;  and  in  these  open- 
titms  it  may,  in  a  manner  undoubtedly  oonstitntlonal 
•ad  legitimate,  facilitate  and  assist  excttanges  of  In- 
dtridnala  founded  on  real  transactions  trade.  Tbe 
extent  to  which  this  may  be  done,  and  the  best 
means  oi  aflfecting  it,  are  entitled  to  the  fliDest  eon- 
iidentkm.  This  has  been  bestowed  by  the  SecrMaiy 
of  the  Treasnry,  and  his  views  will  be  submitted  to 
yoa  in  his  report. 

Bat  it  was  not  dedgned  by  the  constitntion  that 
the  GoTemment  aboula  assume  the  management  of 
domeatie  or  foragn  exdiange.  It  Is,  indeed,  an- 
thorixed  to  r^;ulate  by  law  the  commerce  between 
the  States,  and  to  provide  a  gmeral  standard  <tf 
Tahie,  or  medium  u  exchange,  in  gold  and  diver; 
but  it  is  not  its  prorince  to  aid  individuals  in  the 
transfer  of  their  nmds,  otherwise  than  tlmragfa  the 
&ciHtie8  afforded  by  the  Post  Office  ifcpartment  As 
Justly  might  it  be  called  on  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
ptMatkn  of  their  merchandise.  These  are  opera- 
tions of  trade.  Tbeiy  on^t  to  be  conducted  Iqr 
Hxm  who  are  interested  in  them,  fat  the  same  man- 
ner &at  the  incidental  ^ffionittes  of  other  porsnits 
are  encoontered  by  other  classes  of  dtizenai  8a(di 
aid  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  in  other  coontries. 
Throughout  Europe,  tlie  domestic  as  well  as  the  for- 
eign exchanges  are  curled  on  1^  private  houses, 
onen,  if  not  gmerdly,  wltbont  the  asristance  of 
banfciL  Tet  Imj  extend  throogbont  distinct  sorer- 
e^ties^  and  Su  exceed  in  amotmt  the  real  ex- 
dianges  <tt  the  United  States.  There  Is  no  reason 
why  our  own  may  not  be  conducted  in  the  same 
manner,  with  equal  c^e^ness  and  safety.  Certainly 
this  might  be  accomfdi^ed,  if  it  were  favored  by 
those  most  deeply  interested ;  and  few  can  doubt 
that  thdr  own  Interest,  as  wdl  as  the  general  welfare 
oi  the  conntiy,  would  be  nnnoted  vy  leading  sndi 
a  snljeet  In  Oe  hands  of  tooee  to  vriunn  It  properly 
bekn^  A  system  founded  on  private  interest, 
enterprise,  and  competition,  without  the  aid  of  l^s- 
lative  grants  or  r^ulations  by  law,  would  rapidly 
propter;  it  would  be  free  iVom  the  influence  of  po- 
Btioal  af^titm,  and  extend  the  same  exemption  to 
trade  itadf ;  and  it  woold  put  an  end  to  those  com- 
plaints of  nef^ect,  partiality,  injustice,  and  oppreesioD, 
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wbidi  are  the  nnavoidable  results  of  interfereace  1» 
tiie  Government  tn  the  proper  concerns  of  indMd- 
oals.  All  former  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
enmtent  to  carry  its  Icsi^on,  in  tUs  reepect,  ftir- 
ther  than  was  desired  by  the  constitntion,  have  In 
the  end  proved  injuriooa,  and  have  served  only  to 
convince  the  greet  body  of  the  peotde,  mote  and 
moK,  of  the  certain  dai^os  of  Uram^  private  ln< 
terflsta  iritii  the  (derations  of  poMIe  buainesB;  and 
there  is  no  reason  to  snppose  that  a  repetition  <tf 
tbem  now  would  be  more  sncoeasfU. 

It  cannot  be  concealed  that  there  exists,  in  oar 
community,  ophdons  and  feelings  on  this  subject  in 
direct  oppoeitmn  to  each  other.  A  laive  portion  of 
them,  oondiriidDg  fffteiA  IntelUseDoe,  activity,  and  In- 
fluence, are  no  doubt  dncece  m  their  belid^  that.the 
operations  of  trade  ought  to  be  asristed  by  soch  a 
connection;  they  regard  a  national  bank  as  necessaiy 
for  tills  puxpose,  and  tiiey  are  disinclined  to  every 
measure  that  does  not  tend,  sooner  or  later,  to  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institoti«L  On  tite  other 
band,  a  m^ority  of  the  people  are  believed  to  be 
irrecondlaluy  oppoaed  to  that  measure :  they  con- 
sider aacfa  a  concentration  of  power  dangenme  to 
thdr  Uberties ;  and  many  t^thnn  regard  It  as  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution.  This  coUudon  of  oplnlcm 
has,  doubUess,  caused  mudi  of  the  embarrassment 
to  which  the  commercial  transactions  of  the  country 
have  lately  been  exposed.  Banking  has  become  a 
poUtical  io^c  of  the  highest  interest,  and  trade  bsB 
soflbred  fai  the  conflict  of  partleB.  A  qwedy  ter^ 
mlnation  of  this  state  ot  things,  however  deeirable, 
is  scarcdy  to  be  expected.  We  have  seen  for  neariy 
balf  a  century  that  those  who  advocate  a  national 
bank,  by  whatever  motive  they  may  be  influenced, 
constitute  a  portion  of  our  community  too  numerous 
to  allow  us  to  hope  for  an  eatiy  abandonment  of 
their  favorite  plan.  On  the  other  hand,  tiiey  must 
indeed  form  an  erroQeoue  estimate  of  the  intelljgence 
and  temper  of  the  American  petmie,  iriio  smpose 
that  they  bare  continned,  on  slwit  or  fauumdeiit 
grounds,  their  persevering  oppodtion  to  sncfa  an  Insti- 
tntion ;  or  that  they  can  be  Induced  by  peooniary 
pressure,  or  by  any  other  combination  m  drennt- 
stances,  to  surrender  prindples  they  hare  so  kug 
and  so  Inflexibly  maintdned. 

Ky  own  views  of  the  soMeet  are  iTOflhniged.  Tbey 
have  been  repeatedly  and  unreservedly  annonneed 
to  my  fellow-citizens ;  who,  with  fttU  Imowledge  of 
them,  conferred  upon  me  the  two  highest  ofltees  of 
the  Government.  On  the  last  of  tb^  oocasions,  I 
felt  it  due  to  tiie  people  to  apprise  diem,  distinctiy, 
that  in  the  event  of  my  dectiiNO,  I  would  not  be  able 
taco-operate  hi  the  re-estaUMiment  of  a  nattonal 
bank.  To  these  sentiments,  I  have  now  only  to  add 
the  espresrion  of  an  Increased  conviction,  that  tito 
re-establishment  of  snch  a  bank,  in  any  fSonn,  whilst 
it  would  not  accomplish  the  beneficial  purpose  pram* 
ised  by  its  advondes,  would  impair  the  rigfatfid 
supremacy  of  the  popular  will ;  ligore  the  cbsnctw 
and  diminish  the  influence  of  our  pcdltioal  system; 
and  bring  once  more  into  existence  a  ooneeutratea 
moneyed  power,  hostile  to  the  nrtri^  and  tbrealen* 
Ing  the  permanent^,  of  oar  repnUIean  fintitaticms. 
Local  banks  have  been  employed  for  the  deposit  and 
distrfbotion  of  the  revenue,  at  all  times  partially, 
and,  on  three  diflbrent  ocoanona,  exclusively:  first, 
anterior  to  the  estaUlshment  of  the  first  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes;  secondly,  In  the  faiterval  between 
tiie  tondnation  of  that  institnUcm  and  the  dmtet 
of  its  BQOcessor;  and,  thirdly,  during  the  limited 
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period  vhich  has  now  so  abrnptly  closed.  The  con- 
nection thus  repeatedly  attempted,  proved  unsatisfac- 
tory on  each  euccessive  ocoidon,  notwitbstanding 
the  Tarious  mcasarea  wfaieb  were  adopted  to  facilitate 
or  ioBore  ita  snecess.  On  the  last  occasion,  in  the 
year  183S,  the  employment  of  the  State  banks  was 
goarded  especially  in  every  way  which  experience 
and  caution  could  Rarest.  Personal  security  was 
required  for  the  safe-keeping  and  prompt  payment 
oC  the  moneys  to  be  received,  and  full  returns  of 
their  condition  were,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  mode 
by  the  depontoriea  In  the  first  stages  the  measure 
was  eminently  BooceBrfnl,  notwithstanding  the  vio- 
lent opposition  of  tlieBank  of  ^  TJnhed  States,  and 
tlie  unccaring  eflfbrts  made  to  Overthrow  it  The 
selected  banks  performed  with  fidelity,  and  without 
any  embarrassment  to  tbemsdves  or  to  the  com- 
munity, tlieir  engagements  to  the  Government ;  and 
the  syitmn  promifled  to  be  permanently  os^d.  But 
when  it  became  ncecasiiT,  under  the  act  of  June, 
1886,  to  withdraw  fnm  them  tbo  poblio  money,  for 
the  purpose  of  {daeing  it  in  additional  institutions, 
or  of  transferring  it  to  the  States,  they  fomid  it,  in 
many  cases,  inccmvenient  to  comply  with  the  de- 
mands of  the  Treasury,  and  numerous  and  prearang 

Siplications  were  made  for  indulgence  or  relief. 
e  instalmoito  under  the  deport  law  berame  pay- 
able, thdr  own  embanasanents,  and  tbe  necessity 
under  wfaidi  they  lay  of  curtailing  their  discounts 
and  calling  in  tiieir  debts,  increased  the  general 
distress,  and  contributed,  with  other  causes,  to  hasten 
the  revuMon  in  wMcb,  at  length,  they,  in  common 
with  the  other  banks,  were  fatuly  inv<dved. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  becomes  our  solemn 
duty  to  inquire  iriiether  there  are  not,  in  any  con- 
nection between  tbe  Govenimcnt  and  banks  of  issue, 
otUb  of  great  nuwnitode,  inherent  in  thdr  very  natare, 
and  against  irtuoh  no  precaotiona  can  effbotiMUy 
guard. 

Unforeseen  in  the  organisation  of  the  Oovemment, 
and  forced  on  the  Tr^isury  by  eariy  neces^ties,  the 

Cce  of  onploying  banks  was,  iit  truth,  from  the 
oiBg,  mm  ft  rneunre  of  enietgency  than  of 
Bound  policy.  When  we  started  into  existenee  as  a 
nation,  in  wldition  to  the  burdens  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, we  assumed  all  the  laige  but  hoMHvble  load 
of  debt  whidi  was  the  price  of  our  liberty ;  but  we 
beeitated  to  w^h  down  the  infant  industry  of  t^e 
country  by  reeorangto  adequate  taxation  for  the 
neceasaiy  revenue.  Tbe  &dUties  of  banks  in  return 
for  the  privil»es  they  acquired,  were  promptiy 
oAted,  and  peihapa  too  readily  reodved,  by  an  em- 
barraaaed  Treasnry.  During  the  loi^  continuance; 
of  a  national  debt,- and  the  intervenii^  difficulties  of' 
a  foreign  war,  the  connection  was  coutmued  from 
motives  of  convenience ;  but  these  causes  have  long 
since  passed  away.  We  hare  no  emergendes  that 
make  banks  necessary  to  aid  the  wants  of  the  Treas- 
toy-;  w«  ham  no  load  of  national  debt  to  provide 
iaCy  and  we  have  on  actual  deposit  t  large  surplus. 
THo  puUio  interest,  therefore,  now  requires  the  re- 
newal of  a  connection  that  circumstances  have  dis- 
aolved.  The  complete  organization  of  our  Govem- 
men^  the  abundance  of  our  resources,  tbe  general 
^mnaaof  whidi  prevails  between  the  different  Statce, 
«nd  vitii  fixflign  powon — all  enaUe  ns  now  to  select 
«be -system  most  consistent  with  the  ooostitotion,  and 
noet  conducive  to  the  public  welfkre.  Bhould  we, 
then,  connect  the  Treasury  for  a  fourth  time  with  the 
UcaHmoka,  it  caaodjbe  mder  »  tomktienib$i 
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past  fulnres  have  arisen  from  occidental,  not  inhe- 
rent, defects. 

A  danger,  difficult  if  not  impoe^le  to  be  avoided 
in  such  an  arrangement,  is  made  striUi^y  eridest 
in  the  very  event  ny  which  it  has  now  been  defeated. 
A  sudden  act  of  the  banks  intrusted  with  the  ftmda 
of  the  people,  deprives  the  Treasnry,  without  &idt 
or  agency  of  the  Government,  of  the  ability  to  pay 
its  creditors  in  tiie  currency  they  have  by  law  m,  rigbt 
to  demand.    This  circumstance  no  fiuctuation  of 
commerce  could  have  produced,  if  the  public  rovcnn© 
had  been  collected  in  the  legal  currency,  and 
in  that  fonn  by  the  officers  of  the  Treaanqr.  The 
citizen  whose  money  was  in  bank  receives  it  bnck^ 
^ce  tbe  su^nsion,  at  a  sacrifice  in  its  amount ; 
wliilst  be  who  kept  It  in  the  l^al  currency  of  the 
country,  and  in  his  own  poasesdon,  pursues,  witfacmt 
loss,  tbe  current  of  his  business.   Tbe  Govenmicntf 
placed  in  the  situation  of  tbe  former,  is  invtdved  in 
embamssments  it  could  not  hare  snfoed  had  it 
pnrsuod  the  course  of  tbe  latter.   These  embatnaa- 
ments  arc,  moreover,  augmented  by  those  salutary 
and  just  laws  wUch  forbid  it  to  use  a  depredated 
currency,  and,  by  so  doing,  take  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  ability  which  individuals  have  of  aocoKD- 
modating  tiieir  transactions  to  such  a  catastrophe. 

A  system  whidi  can,  in  a  time  of  profoond  peace, 
when  there  is  a  large  revenue  laid  1^,  thus  saadenlr 
prevent  the  application  and  the  use  of  the  mtmey  of 
the  people,  in  the  manner  and  for  the  objects  they 
have  directed,  cannot  be  wise ;  but  who  can  think, 
without  palnnil  refiection,  that,  imder  It,  the  same 
unforeseen  events  might  have  befallen  us  in  the 
midst  of  a  war,  and  taken  from  us,  at  the  mammt 
when  most  wanted,  the  use  of  those  very  means 
wUch  were  treasured  up  to  promote  the  national 
wdAre  and  guard  our  ni&onal  rights  f  To  endi  em- 
barrassments and  to  sndi  dangers  will  this  Gotctti- 
ment  be  always  exposed,  whilst  it  takes  the  mou^ 
rdsed  for,  and  necessary  to,  the  public  service,  oat 
of  the  hands  of  its  own  officers,  and  convert*  them 
into  a  mere  right  of  action  against  ooiporations  in- 
trusted  with  tbe  possession  as  them.  Kw  can  ssKh 
results  be  eflbctnolly  gn&rded  against  In  such  a  sjt- 
tern,  without  investing  the  Executive  with  a  control 
over  the  banlcB  themselves,  wheUier  State  or 
that  might  with  reason  be  objected  to.  Oars  is, 
probably,  the  only  Oovemment  in  the  worid  that  is 
liable,  in  the  management  of  its  fiscal  concern^  to 
occurrences  like  these.  Bat  this  imminent  risk  is 
not  the  only  danger  attendant  on  tbe  surrender  of  the 
puWe  numin' to  the  cnstody  and  coatnA  of  local  ooc^ 
porations.  Tlioti^thoolfiectlstfdtotheTreaBaiy, 
ita  effect  may  be  to  introduce  into  tbe  operations  of 
the  Govenunent  influences  the  moat  eoMle,  Amnded 
on  interests  the  most  selfish. 

The  use  by  the  banks,  for  their  own  b^eflt,  at  the 
money  deposited  with  them,  has  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Government  fWxn  the  commencement  of  tins 
connection.  Tbe  money  reodved  fhnn  the  people, 
instead  of  being  kept  tUl  it  is  needed  for  their  use, 
is,  in  consequence  of  this  authori^,  a  fin^,  on  whidi 
discounts  arc  made  for  the  profit  of  Uiose  who  hap- 
pen to  be  owners  of  stock  In  the  banks  selected  as 
depositories.  The  supposed  and  often  exaggerated 
advantwes  of  sach  a  boon  irill  alw^  canseTt  to  be 
sought  tor  with  avidly.  I  will  not  stop  to  oondder 
on  whom  the  patronage  incident  to  it  is  to  be  con- 
ferred ;  whether  the  sdection  and  ootktrol  be  trusted 
to  Congress  or  to  the  Executive,  either  wiQ  be  sob* 
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jected  to  appeals  made  in  eyerj  form  which  the  sa- 
gadtf  <tf  interest  cao  suggest.  The  banks,  under 
are  stimulated  to  make  tibemortof 
tlidr  fortunate  acquintion ;  the  deports  are  treated 
IS  an  increase  of  capital ;  loans  and  circulation  are 
radily  sngmented,  and,  when  the  pnblio  exigencies 
leqnire  a  return,  it  is  attended  with  embarranments 
not  provided  for,  nor  foreseen.  Thm  banks  that 
tbought  tbemselvea  most  fortanate  when  the  public 
Amdfl  were  receired,  find  tiiemsdves  meet  embar> 
taased  when  the  season  of  payment  suddenly  ar- 
rives. 

ITolbrtimately,  too,  the  evils  of  the  ^stem  are  not 
Bmited  to  the  buiks.  It  stimulates  a  general  raah- 
nesB  of  enterprise,  and  a^raratee  the  fluctuatlona  of 
commerce  and  the  carrency.  This  reenlt  was  strik- 
ii^y  ezlubited  during  the  late  operations  of  the 
deposit  system,  and  eqtecially  in  the  purchases  of 
mblie  lands.  The  order  wfakh  ultimately  directed 
nie  payment  of  gold  and  rilvw  in  such  pnrchases, 
neauy  chet&ed,  bnt  would  not  altogeUier  prevent, 
Uk  evil.  Spede  was  indeed  more  difficult  to  be 
procured  than  the  notes  which  the  banks  could  them- 
selves create  at  pleasure ;  but  still,  being  obtakted 
from  them  as  a  loan,  and  returned  as  a  deposit, 
vfaltA  th^  were  again  at  llbra^  to  use,  it  only 
pesed  TDoiid  the  cime  with  dimlnmed  speed.  Thu 
operatioa  could  not  have  been  perfomed,  had  the 
funds  of  the  Government  gone  Into  the  Treasury,  to 
be  r^ulariy  disbursed,  and  not  into  banks,  to  be 
h»nea  out  for  their  own  profit,  while  they  w»e  per- 
mitted to  snbeUtute  for  it  a  credit  in  account. 

In  exiwesring  these  sentiments,  I  desire  not  to 
undervalue  the  benefits  of  a  salntary  credit  to  any 
tanadi  of  enterprise.  The  credit  bestowed  <m  [wob- 
ityand  industry  is  the  just  reward  of  merit,  and  an 
honorable  incentive  to  further  acquisition.  'Soae 
oppose  it  who  love  their  country  and  understand  its 
mfiue.  But  when  it  Is  unduly  encouraged — ^wben 
it  is  made  to  Inflame  the  public  mind  with  the  temp, 
tations  of  sodden  and  onsubstaotial  wealth — when  it 
turns  industry  into  paths  that  lead  sooner  or  later  to 
(fiaappotntment  and  distrcas— it  becomes  liable  to 
eensnre,  and  needs  correction.  Tn  from  helpit^ 
probity  and  industry,  the  rain  to  whidi  it  leads  falls 
most  severely  on  the  great  laboring  classes,  who  are 
thrown  soddenly  out  of  employment,  and,  by  the  failure 
of  magnificent  schemes  never  intended  to  enrich 
them,  are  deprived  in  a  moment  of  thdr  only  re- 
Bource.  Abuses  of  credit  and  excesses  in  speoolation 
wHI  happen  in  despite  of  tlie  most  salutary  laws ;  no 
GoTertuneot,  perhaps,  can  altogetiber  prevent  them; 
bat  sordy  every  Government  can  reffdn  from  oon- 
trfbuClng  the  stimulus  that  calls  them  into  life. 

Since,  therefore,  experience  has  shown,  that  to 
lend  the  public  money  to  Uie  local  banks  U  hazard- 
ous to  the  operations  of  the  Government,  at  least  of 
doobCftil  benefit  to  the  hutitotions  themselves,  and 
pcodnctire  of  dtsastrous  derangement  In  tin  bnsiness 
and  cuneocy  of  the  country,  ts  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
again  to  renew  the  connection  ? 

It  is  true  that  such  an  agency  Is  In  many  respects 
convenient  to  the  Treasury,  but  it  Is  not  indispen- 
sable. A  limitation  of  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  its  actual  wants,  and  of  the  revenue  to  those 
expenses,  with  convenient  means  for  its  prompt  ap* 
plfcati(«  to  the  purposes  for  wUdi  it  was  raised,  are 
the  oUects  which  we  ihoold  seek  to  aooomi^ish. 
The  collection,  safe-kee^ng,  transfer,  and  disborse- 
ment  of  the  public  money,  can,  it  is  believed,  be 
vdl  mana^  bjtMeen  of  Hnd  Govemmant.  Id 
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collection,  and,  to  a  great  extent,  its  disbursemuit 
also,  have  indeed  been  hittierto  conducted  solely  by 
them ;  neither  national  nor  State  banks,  when  em- 
ployed, bdng  required  to  do  itMve  than  keep  it  safely 
while  in  their  ouatody,  and  transfer  and  pay  it  in 
such  portions  aiui  at  stwh  times  as  tlie  Treasury  shall 
direct 

Surely  banks  are  not  more  able  tlum  the  Grovem- 
ment  to  secure  the  money  in  their  poesession  against 
aoddent,  violence,  or  frand.  The  assertion  tiiat 
they  are  so,  most  assume  that  a  vault  in  a  bank  is 
stnmger  than  a  vault  in  the  Tieasmr }  and  that  direo- 
tors,  caddeis,  and  derioi,  not  adected  by  the  Gov* 
enunent,  nor  under  its  control,  are  more  worthy  of 
confidence  than  officers  selected  from  the  peoide  and 
reapon^ble  to  the  Government ;  officers  bound  by 
official  oaths  and  bonds  for  a  faithful  peri'ormance  Of 
th&T  duties,  and  cwistantly  sutyect  to  the  supervision 
of  CouresB. 

The  diiBealties  of  trai^Bfer,  and  tin  aid  heretofore 
rendered  by  banks,  have  been  teas  than  is  usnaliy 
supposed.  The  actual  accounts  show  that  by  &r  the 
la^gier  portion  of  payments  is  made  within  ^rt  or 
convetuent  distances  from  the  places  of  ct^ection ;  and 
the  whole  number  of  warrants  issued  at  the  Treasury 
hi  the  year  1834— a  year  the  results  of  iriiich  will,  it 
is  believed,  aflbrd  a  safe  test  for  the  future-^dl 
short  of  five  thousand,  or  an  avoage  of  less  than  one 
daily  for  eacb  State ;  hi  the  city  of  New  Vork  they 
did  not  average  more  than  two  a  day,  and  at  tlie  city 
of  Waahingtcm,  only  four. 

The  difficulties  heretofore  existing  are,  moreover, 
daily  lessened  by  an  increase  in  the  cheapness  and 
bciUty  of  communication ;  and  it  may  be  asserted 
irith4xnifidence,  that  the  neoeaaiy  transfers,  as  well 
as  the  B>fe4ce^^ng  and  diibmsemaits  of  the  publio 
moneys,  can  be  irith  aaf^  and  conveidenee  aecom> 
pUdiedthroai^  the  wendes  of  l^easnfy  officers.  The 
opinion  has  been.  In  some  degree,  confirmed  by 
actual  experienoe  since  the  discontinuance  of  tiu 
banks  at  fiscal  agents,  in  Uay  last ;  a  period  irtiidi, 
ttom  tiie  embaicassments  in  commercial  interoons^ 
presented  obstacles  as  great  as  any  which  may  be  here* 
after  apprehended. 

The  manner  of  keeping  the  pnUio  money  smoe 
that  period  is  ftilly  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury.  That  officer  also  soggesls  tiie 
propriety  of  aadgning,  by  law,  certain  additional 
duties  to  existing  eetaUishments  and  officers,  irtdcfa, 
with  tlie  modifl<ations  and  saf^uards  referred  to  by 
lum,  will,  ho  tUnka,  enable  the  Department  tooo»> 
tinne  to  perform  this  branch  of  the  public  service, 
without  any  material  addition  either  to  tbttr  number 
or  to  the  presrat  expense.  The  extent  of  the  bu^ 
ness  to  be  transacted  hag  already  beoi  stated ;  and 
in  respect  to  the  amount  of  money  with  which  the 
offlceis  employed  would  be  Intrusted  at  any  one 
time,  it  uppem  that,  aasunUn^  a  faahotee  of  five 
mmkna  to  be  at  all  times  kept  m  the  IVeasmy,  and 
tlie  whole  of  it  left  in  tiie  hands  of  the  c«^eotora  and 
leodvem,  the  proportion  of  each  woidd  not  exceed 
an  average  of  thirty  thousand  doHars ;  but  that,  de- 
ducting one  million  for  the  use  of  the  nnnt,  and  as- 
suming the  remaining  four  millions  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  one-half  of  the  present  number  of  officers — 
a  supposition  deemed  more  likely  to  corrcBpond  with 
the  fact—the  sum  hi  the  hands  <tf  eadt  would  stiU  be 
leas  than  the  amooot  of  most  of  the  bonds  now  taken 
from  the  reoeivers  of  pufolio  money.  Every  ^ipre> 
hension,  however,  on  tiie  subject,  either  In  respect  to 
the  safe^  ot  the  mon^y,  or  the  iUthM  dlsdiu^  <tf 
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ttiew  fiscal  tnnnotioin,  majr,  it  tmean  to  m«,  be 
effbotnallT  maanA  hf  adcBog  to  ute  praseot  means 
of  the  IreBsurT  the  establishmrat  b;  law,  at  a  few 
fanpotiant  points,  of  offlcea  for  the  deposit  and  diB- 
btusement  of  such  portions  of  tbe  public  rereniie  sa 
cannot,  with  obvious  safety  and  ooDTeuieuce,  be  left 
in  the  poeeeaBion  of  tbe  collecUtur  officers  until  pud 
tfreehjOnem  to  the  pablio  cremtors.  Neither  the 
wnonntB  retained  in  their  hands  nor  those  deposited 
in  the  oflftoet,  would,  tn  an  ordinary  oonditioa  of  the 
rereone,  be  larger  in  most  cases  than  those  often 
nndw  ^  control  of  disburaiiig  officers  of  the  army 
BOid  navy,  and  be  made  oitirely  safe,  by  requir- 
ing Bnch  aeourities,  and  exerd^g  sadi  controlling 
supervidon,  as  Coi^refls  may  by  law  prescribe.  The 
{sindpal  ofSsen  whose  appdi^ents  would  become 
neeeasary  under  Ais  plan,  taking  the  largest  number 
nggested  by  tbe  Seoretur  of  the  Trewiry,  would 
not  exceed  ten ;  nor  the  additional  expeoses,  at  the 
same  eethnate,  sixty  tboosand  dollars  a  year. 

There  ean  be  no  doubt  of  the  obllimtioa  of  those 
irtio  are  introsted  with'the  affidra  of  GoTemment,  to 
conduct  them  with  as  little  cost  to  the  nation  as  is 
ooaristent  with  tlw public  interest;  and  it  is  fiv  Ooo- 
cress,  and  oltbnately  for  tlie  people,  to  dedde  whether 
Uie  benefits  to  be  derived  firom  Iteeplng  our  fiscal  con- 
cemB  apart  and  severing  the  connecoon  wliich  has 
hitherto  existed  between  tbe  Government  and  banks, 
offer  sufficient  advantages  to  justify  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. If  tbe  object  to  be  acomiirfished  is  deemed 
important  to  die  ^tore  welfiwe  of  Uie  country,  I  can- 
not allow  myself  to  believe  that  the  addition  to  the 
public  expeniUture  of  comparatiTely  ao  small  an 
amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  effect  it,  will  be  ob- 
jected to  by  tbe  people. 

It  will  be  seen  by  uie  report  of  tbe  Postmaster  Gen- 
era], herewith  communicated,  that  the  flacal  affiura 
of  that  Department  have  been  suocessMly  conducted 
since  Hay  last  upon  ibo  prinriple  of  dealing  cmly  in 
the  legal  correnoy  of  the  United  Btites,  and  that  it 
needs  no  legisLitloD  to  maintain  iti  credit,  and  facil- 
hite  the  management  of  Its  ocmcmia;  the  exi^g 
laws  being,  in  toe  opinion  of  that  officer,  ample  for  , 
those  olject& 

Difficulties  will  doubtless  be  encountered  fm  a  sea- 
BOQ,  and  increased  services  required  from  tbe  public 
ftnetfonariea ;  such  are  usually  incident  to  the  com- 
msneement  of  every  system,  but  they  will  be  greatly 
lessened  in  the  pnq^ress  of  its  operations. 

The  power  and  influence  supposed  to  be  connected 
with  the  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  pnbh'c 
money,  are  topics  on  wbacb  tbe  public  mind  is  natu- 
rally, and  with  great  propriety,  peculiariy  senative. 
Huch  has  been  said  on  them,  in  reference  to  the 
proposed  separation  of  tbe  Qovemment  fh>m  the 
baiudng  tnstitetions;  and  surely  no  one  can  otrject 
to  any  jqqpeals  or  aidnuidTenioiiB  on  tbe  sutgect, 
wUch  are  consistent  irith  facta,  and  evince  a  proper 
respect  for  the  intell^enoe  of  tiie  people.  If  a  Chief 
M^istrate  may  be  aOowed  to  speak  for  bunself  on 
such  a  point,  I  can  truly  say,  that  to  me  notiiiog 
would  be  more  aooeptatde  thm  tbe  withdrawal  from 
tin  Executive,  to  tbe  greatest  ptrac^caUe  extent,  of 
all  coDcem  in  the  costody  and  dIdHnsement  ot  the 
puUic  revenue ;  not  that  I  would  dirink  from  any 
respondbility  cast  upon  me  by  the  duties  of  my  office, 
but  because  it  is  my  firm  belief  that  Ha  oapadty  for 
osefUnesB  is  in  no  degree  promoted  by  the  posses- 
rion  of  any  patronage  not  actually  necessary  to  the 
perfmna&ce  of  those  duties.  But  under  our  present 
sm  of  Goveromcttt,  the  intervention  of  tbe  execu- 


tive offioen  in  theonBto^renddirtnnatnntef  the 
pnUio  mmey  Beeme  to  be  nnaToidable ;  and  befim 

It  can  be  admitted  that  the  Inflnence  and  power  of 
the  Executive  would  be  increased  by  diq>enni^  with 
tbe  agency  of  banks,  the  nature  of  that  tnterventioa 
in  such  an  agency  must  be  carefully  regarded,  and 
a  comparison  must  be  instituted  between  its  extent 
in  the  two  cases. 

Tbe  reraiae  can  only  be  ocdlected  hj  officem  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  with  tbe  advice  and  eon- 
smt  of  tbe  Senate.  Tbe  public  moneys,  in  the  first 
instance,  must,  therefore,  in  all  cases,  pass  throt^ 
hands  selected  by  the  Executive.  Other  officera  ap- 
p(rinted  in  the  same  way,  <»r,  as  in  some  cases,  hf 
the  President  alone,  must  also  be  intnieted  vitii  than 
when  drawn  for  the  purpose  <^  disbursement  It 
is  thus  eaea  that  even  when  banks  are  employed,  the 
public  flmda  must  twice  pass  throneh  tbe  bands  of 
Executive  officers.  Beadee  {bis,  the  bead  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  who  also  holds  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Preudent,  and  some  other  offioers  of 
(he  same  department,  must  necessarily  be  invested 
witii  more  or  lees  power  in  the  selectioDf  oontinu* 
anoe,  and  superviacm  tS  dw  banks  that  1017  be  eB> 
ployed.  Tbe  question  ts  then  narrowed  to  die  rinde 
point,  whether,  in  the  Intermediate  8t^;e  between  the 
collection  and  didbaieanent  <^  the  pu!^  money,  the 
agency  of  banks  is  necessai?  to  avoid  a  dangcmm 
extension  of  the  patronage  and  hiflucnce  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive t  But  is  it  clear  that  the  connection  of  the 
Executive  with  powwfid  moncTed  institutions,  capa- 
ble  of  miidBtmsg  to  the  interests  of  men  in  points 
where  they  are  most  acoeeable  to  corruption,  is  lea 
liable  to  idinse,  than  bis  constitutional  agency  in  the 
^tpointment  and  control  of  tbe  few  pubUo  offlcen 
required  by  the  proposed  planf  Will  the  public 
money,  when  in  tiieir  bands,  be  neoeesarily  exposed 
to  any  improper  interference  on  tbe  part  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive J  Hay  it  not  be  hoped  that  a  prudent  fear  of 
public  jealou^and  (UsqiprobatiiMi,  in  a  matter  so 
peculiarly  exposed  to  tii«n,  wQl  deter  him  from  any 
such  intoferenoe,  even  if  higher  motives  be  found 
inoperative  r  Hay  not  Congress  so  regulate  by  law 
the  duty  of  those  officera,  and  subject  it  to  such 
superriition  and  puUli^,  as  to  prevent  tbe  poasibU- 
ity  of  any  serious  abase  on  tiie  put  of  tbe  Exeontiret 
and  is  were  equal  room  forsodi  sq>ervWon  and 
pnblidty  in  a  connection  with  banks,  acnngnndertbe 
shield  of  ootporate  immumties,  and  conducted  by 
persons  irre^cHDsIble  to  tbe  Government  and  tbe 
people  F  It  is  believed  that  a  considerate  and  candid 
investigation  of  these  questions  will  result  in  tbe  coo- 
viction  that  tbe  proposed  plan  is  far  lees  liable  to  ob- 
jection,  on  the  score  of  Executive  patronage  and 
omtrol,  than  any  bank  agency  that  has  been,  or  can 
be,  densed. 

With  tiiese  views,  I  leere  to  Congreee  tamt- 
ures  neoessaiy  to  rcvnlate,  in  the  present  emcsgency, 
tbe  safe-keepkig  ana  transfer  of  tiie  public  moneys. 
In  the  penoimance  of  constitutional  duty,  I  have 
stated  to  tiiem,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
reflections.  Thb  subject  is  of  great  importance,  and 
one  (m  iri^  we  can  Bcarody  expect  to  be  united 
in  sentiment  as  we  are  in  interest  It  dceeivcs  m  fiill 
and  free  discnsdon,  and  cannot  fail  to  bo  benefited 
by  a  dispassionate  compsriscHi  of  opinions.  Wdl 
aware  myself  of  tbe  duty  of  redprocal  concession 
among  tbe  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government, 
I  can.  promise  a  reasonaUe  smrit  of  co-operation,  so 
far  as  it  can  be  indulged  in  withont  the  surrender  of 
owwtitntkHul  ol^ecttms,  which  I  believe  to  be  well 
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Ibvnded.  Any  qntem  that  toay  be  adopted  sboiUd 
be  Bobjectcd  to  ttie  Adkst  I^aL  proTision,  bo  as  to 
loKTe  nothing  to  the  Executive  but  what  Is  neces- 
BU7  toth«  dudiBige  of  the  duties  impoeed  on  him ; 
and  wbaterer  plan  may  be  ultimately  estabUabed,  my 
own  put  shall  be  so  discharged  as  to  give  to  it  a  fair 
trial,  and  the  best  prospeot  of  suocess. 

The  (diaracter  of  the  funds  to  be  reodved  and  dis- 
boised  in  the  transactions  of  the  Ooremment,  like- 
niae  your  most  careful  oondderation. 

There  can  be  no  donbt  that  those  who  ftamed  and 
adopted  the  coostitntion,  having  in  immediate  view 
the  de[«edated  paper  of  Uie  confederacy — of  which 
fire  bnndred  dollars  hi  p^r  were,  at  times,  only 
equal  to  one  dollar  in  coin — intended  to  prevent  the 
leamence  <tf  nmilar  evils,  bo  far  at  least  aa  related 
to  the  transactions  of  the  new  Qovenunent  They 
to  Ooogreaa  expreaa  powera  to  cota  numey,  and 
to  regotate  the  yalue  thereof^  and  of  foreigu  coin ; 
they  refused  to  give  U  power  to  establish  corpora* 
tloDS — die  agents  then,  as  now,  chiefly  employed  to 
creato  a  p^>er  currency ;  they  prohibited  the  States 
from  "■*i"g  any  thing  but  g(dd  and  silver  a  le^ 
teader  in  payment  of  debts ;  and  the  first  Congress 
directed,  if  podUve  law,  that  the  revenae  should  be 
received  in  nothing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Public  exigency  at  the  outset  of  the  Oovemment, 
without  direct  l^ialative  authority,  led  to  the  use  of 
banks  as  fiscal  aids  to  the  Treasury.  Id  admitted 
deviation  from  the  law,  at  the  same  period,  and 
under  U>e  same  exigency,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
■17  rcc^ved  their  notes  in  payment  of  duties.  The 
■oIb  sronnd  on  vhiefa  the  practice,  thus  commenced, 
was  UMai,  or  has  since  bent  justified,  is  the  certun, 
fanmediate,  anil  convenient  exchange  of  suc^  notes 
fot  specie.  The  Oovemment  did  indeed  receive  the 
incooTertible  notes  of  State  banks  during  the  diffi- 
enlties  of  war ;  and  the  community  submitted  with- 
oot  a  mnrmur  to  the  unequal  taxation  and  multi^ied 
erils  of  which  sudi  a  course  was  productive.  With 
the  var,  this  indulgence  ceased ;  and  the  banks  were 
oUiged  agiun  to  redeem  th^  notes  in  gold  and  silver. 
TIm  Treasury,  in  accordance  with  prenous  practice, 
continued  to  dispense  vrith  the  currency  required  by 
the  act  of  1T89,  and  took  the  notes  of  banks,  in  full 
confidence  of  their  being  paid  in  specie  on  demand  \ 
and  Congress,  to  guard  against  the  slightest  violation 
of  this  prindple,  have  declared,  by  law,  that  if  notes 
are  pud  in  the  transacUona  cn  the  Goranmoit,  it 
mnst  be  under  sodi  circumstances  as  to  enable  the 
holder  to  conrert  them  into  specie  without  depredar- 
tton  or  delay. 

Of  my  own  duties  under  the  existing  laws,  when 
the  banks  mspended  spede  payments,  I  could  not 
doubt.  IHrectlons  were  immediately  given  to  pre- 
vent the  reoeption  Into  the  Treasury  of  any  thing 
but  gcHA  and  diver  or  its  equivalmt;  and  every 
practtcable  ttrrangement  was  made  to  preserve  the 
public  faith  by  mmitar  or  equivalent  payments  to  the 
poblio  creditors.  The  revenue  from  lands  bad  been 
tor  some  time  substantially  so  collected,  under  the 
order  issued  by  the  directions  of  my  predecessor. 
The  effects  of  that  order  had  been  so  salutary,  and 
ita  forecast  in  rMard  to  the  increaung  insecurity  of 
bank  paper  had  oecome  so  apparent,  that,  even  be- 
ton  the  catastrophe,  I  had  resolved  not  to  interfere 
with  its  opetaUon.  Congress  is  now  to  decide 
iriiether  the  revenue  shall  continue  to  be  Bocdlerted 
or  not 

The  rece^its  Into  tiie  Treasury  of  bank  notes  not 
Rdettned  in  ^Mcie  on  demand,  will  not,  I  presume, 


 UI 

be  sanctioned.  It  would  destroy,  without  &e  excuse 
of  war  or  public  distress,  that  equality  of  imports, 
and  identity  of  commerc^  regulation,  winch  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  confederacy,  and  would  offer 
to  each  State  a  direct  temptation  to  increase  its  for- 
eign trade  by  depreciating  the  currency  received  for 
duties  in  its  ports.  Suca  a  proceeding  would  alfio, 
in  a  great  degree,  froatrato  the  policy,  so  highly  cher- 
ished, of  infusing  into  our  drculation  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  UiepTedous  metals;  apolicylheirisdomof 
which  none  can  doubt,  though  there  may  be  dif^eot 
opinions  as  to  the  extent  to  which  It  ^ould  be  car- 
ried. Its  results  hare  been  already  too  auspicious, 
and  Its  success  Is  too  closely  interwoven  vrith  the 
future  prosperity  of  the  country,  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  contecoplate  its  abandonment.  We  hare 
seen,  under  its  innuence,  our  spede  augmented  be- 
yond eighty  millions ;  our  coinage  inoreased  so  as  to 
make  that  of  gold  amount,  between  August,  1834, 
and  December,  1SS6,  to  ten  milliona  of  dollars ;  ex- 
ceeding the  whole  coinage  at  the  mint  during  the 
thlr^-one  previous  years.  The  proq>ect  of  further 
improvement  continued  without  abatement  until  the 
moment  of  the  suspension  of  spede  payments.  This 
policy  has  now,  iiueed,  been  suddeidy  diecked,  but 
is  stiU  far  from  being  overthrown.  AmidA  all  con- 
flicting theories,  one  position  is  undeniable;  the 
precious  metals  will  invariably  disappear  when  there 
ceases  to  be  a  necesdty  for  their  use  as  a  drculaUng 
medium.  It  was  In  strict  accordance  with  this  truth, 
that  whilst,  in  the  month  of  Uay  last,  they  were 
everywhere  seen,  and  were  current  for  all  ordinaty 
purpoaea,  they  disappeared  fhnn  drcniatiott  the  mo- 
ment the  payment  of  specie  was  refused  by  dw 
banks,  and  the  comiinni^  taciUy  agreed  to  dia* 
pense  with  its  employment  Their  piUce  was  sup- 
plied by.  a  currency  exdndvdy  of  p^>er,  and,  in 
many  cases,  of  the  worst  description.  Already  are 
the  bank  notes  now  In  circulation  greatly  deprecUted, 
and  ttey  fluctuate  in  value  between  one  place  and 
another ;  thus  dimipii^'"g  and  making  uncertain  the 
w<»ih  of  property  and  the  price  of  labor,  and  fdling 
to  subserre,  except  at  a  heavy  loss,  the  purposes  of 
business.  With  eadi  succeeding  day  tiie  metallic 
currency  decreases ;  by  some  it  is  hoarded  in  the 
natural  fear  that,  once  parted  witii,  it  cannot  be  re- 
placed ;  while  by  others  it  is  diverted  from  its  more 
[estimate  uses,  for  the  sake  of  gdn.  ^uld  Con- 
gresB  sanction  this  condition  of  things,  by  makinic 
uredeemable  p^>er  money  receivable  in  payment  m 
public  dues,  a  temporary  check  to  a  wise  imd  salutary 
policy  will,  in  all  probalnlity,  be  converted  into  its 
absolute  destruction. 

It  ia  true  that  bank  notes  actually  convertible  into 
spede  may  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
vrit^ot  bdng  liaUe  to  all  tnese  oljectifNis,  uid  that 
such  a  course  may,  to  some  extent,  {womote  individ- 
ual convenience ;  an  object  always  to  be  conddered 
where  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  prindfJes  of  onr 
Government  or  the  general  weliare  of  die  country. 
If  such  notes  only  were  recdved,  and  always  under 
circumstances  allowing  their  early  presentation  for 
payment,  and  if^  at  short  and  fixed  periods,  they 
were  converted  into  q>ede,  to  be  k^t  by  the  officem 
of  the  Treasury,  aome  of  the  most  serious  obstacles 
to  thdr  reckon  would  perii^is  be  removed.  To 
retain  tiie  notes  in  the  Treasury  would  be  to  renew, 
under  onother  foim,  the  loans  of  public  money  to  the 
banks,  and  the  evils  consequent  thereon. 

It  is,  however,  a  mistaken  In^resnon,  that  any 
large  amount  of  qpeoie  is  required  for  pnbUo  pay- 
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Bwnts.  Of  the  aereaty  or  eigbty  mlUiona  oov  esti- 
uuted  to  be  in  the  country,  ten  millions  iroold  be 
tbuntUntly  snfficient  for  that  purpose,  prorided  an 
accomalation  of  a  laree  amottnt  of  rerenoe,  beyond 
fbe  neoeawy  wints  of  the  OOTemmeDt,  be  hereafter 
prerented.  IX  to  these  ooDdderatl(HU  be  added  die 
ftdUdes  niAA  will  arise  from  enabllne  the  Treanuj 
to  satisfy  the  poUie  creditors,  by  its  drafts  or  notes 
KceiTed  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  it  may  be 
safely  aasnmed  that  no  motiTe  of  convenience  to  the 
dtlzen  reqaires  the  reception  of  bank  paper. 

To  say  that  tbe  refusal  of  paper  money  by  the 
OoTemment  introdoces  an  mynst  discrimiDAtloa  be- 
tween the  currency  receired  1^  it,  and  that  used  by 
indiTidoals  in  tlieir  ordinary  alMrs,  is,  in  my  Judg- 
ment, to  view-  it  in  a  ver7emineoafl  light.  Tbe  con- 
■thntura  prohibits  the  States  from  m^ing  any  thing 
but  gc4d  and  rilver  a  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts, 
and  thus  secares  to  erery  dtizra  a  right  to  demand 
payment  in  the  legel  corrency.  To  provide  by  lav 
mt  the  Oorenunent  will  onl;  receive  ite  due*  hi 
gold  and  sflTer,  Is  not  to  confer  on  ft  any  peculiar 
privilege,  bnt  merely  to  place  it  on  an  eqnality  with 
the  citizen,  by  reserving  to  it  a  right  secured  to  him 
by  tbe  constitution.  It  is  doubucss  for  this  reason 
that  the  prindple  has  l>eeQ  sanctiooed  by  succesrive 
hnre,  fVom  the  time  of  the  first  Congress  under  the 
eonstitutioD  down  to  the  last  8wik  precedents, 
never  objected  to,  and  proceeding  from  Bucfa  sources, 
aflbrd  a  decMve  answer  to  the  imputation  of  in- 
equality or  injustice. 

But,  in  fact,  the  measure  Is  one  of  restriction,  not 
of  &vor.  To  forbid  the  public  agent  to  receive  in 
payment  any  other  than  a  certain  kind  of  money,  is 
to  refVise  Um  a  (Uscretion  possessed  by  every  citizen. 
K  may  be  left  to  those  wiw  have  the  management  of 
their  own  tnniaaett<Hi8,  to  make  tiieir  own  terms ; 
but  no  snefa  discretion  should  be  given  to  him  who 
acts  merely  as  an  agent  of  the  people,  who  is  to 
collect  what  the  law  reqiures,  and  to  pay  tiie  appro- 
priations it  makes.  When  bank  notes  are  redeemed 
on  demand,  there  is  then  no  discrimination  in  reality, 
for  tbe  imhvidoal  who  receives  them  may,  at  his 
optioii,  sabatitote  tbe  specie  fbr  them;  be  takes 
them  from  convenience  or  du^.  When  they  are 
not  so  redeemed,  it  irill  scarcely  bo  contended  that 
tiidr  receipt  and  payment,  by  a  public  oflBcer,  should 
be  permitted,  though  none  deny  that  right  to  an  in- 
dividual; If  it  were,  tiie  etf^  would  Im  most  inju- 
rious to  tite  public,  since  their  officer  coidd  make 
none  of  those  airangements  to  meet  or  guard  agrinst 
tiie  dKwedation,  which  an  individual  is  at  liberty  to 
do.  Nor  can  inconvenience  to  the  community  be 
alleged  as  an  objection  to  such  a  regulation.  Its 
otiject  and  motive  ore  thdr  convenience  and  wd- 
ftre. 

If,  at  a  moment  of  rimuHaneoos  and  tmexpected 
sospensiofl,  by  tbe  banks,  it  adds  sometiiing  to  the 
many  embarrassments  of  that  proceeding,  yet  these 
■re  ftr  overbalanced  bj  its  dhetA  tendency  to  pro- 
duce a  wider  circulation  of  gold  and  rilver,  to  in- 
crease tiie  safety  of  bank  p^>er,  to  improve  the 
general  currency,  and  thus  to  prevent  altogether 
sod)  occurrences,  and  the  other  and  fkr  greater  evils 
Ibat  attend  tiiem. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  qnestiooed.  whether  it  is  not 
fer  Oe  interest  of  the  budts  ttiemeelnB  thtf  the 
Government  should  not  reoetre  tiwir  paper.  Thej 
would  be  oottdocted  wMi  more  etxmm^  and  on 
■■iiUi'  prindpleK   By  nring  spede  oalj  in  Iti 
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transactions,  tbe  Government  would  create  a  demand 
for  it,  which  would,  to  a  great  extent,  prevent  its  ex- 
portation, and,  by  keeping  it  in  circulation,  naictaia 
a  broader  and  safer  basis  for  the  paper  correncj. 
Tliat  the  banks  would  thus  be  rendmd  mote  Bound, 
and  the  community  more  safe,  cannot  admit  of  a 
doubt 

The  foregoing  views,  it  seems  to  me,  do  but 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  federal  constitution 
in  relation  to  tbe  currency,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
public  revenue.  At  the  time  that  instrument  was 
named,  there  were  bnt  three  or  foor  banks  in  the 
Uidted  States ;  and  had  the  extendon  of  the  banking 
system,  and  the  evils  growing  out  of  H,  been  forescen- 
thcy  would  probably  have  been  specially  guarded 
against  Tbe  same  policy  which  led  to  the  prohltu- 
tion  of  UHs  of  credit  by  the  States,  would,  doidtks^ 
in  that  event,  have  also  interdicted  their  issue  as  a 
currency  in  any  other  form.  Tbe  constitntioa^  Iht- 
evcr,  contains  no  sudi  prohibition ;  and,  rinor  fte 
States  have  exercised  fwneariyhalf  a  centnytbe 
power  to  rcfinlate  the  business  oi  banking.  It  k  not 
to  be  expected  that  it  will  be  abandoned.  The  wltole 
matter  is  now  under  dlscus^on  before  the  proper 
tribunal — the  people  of  tbe  States.  Never  before 
has  tbe  public  mind  been  so  thoroughly  awakened  to 
a  proper  sense  of  its  importance ;  never  has  the  sub- 
ject, in  all  its  bearings,  been  submitted  to  so  seardi- 
ing  on  inquiry.  It  would  be  distrusting  the  intein- 
gence  and  virtue  of  the  people  to  doobt  the  speedy 
and  effident  adoption  of  such  measures  of  reform  as 
the  public  good  demands.  All  that  can  rigfatfuDy  be 
done  by  the  federal  Government  to  promote  the  ac- 
complishment of  that  important  object,  will,  with- 
out doubt,  be  performed. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  our  doty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  a^inst  a  depreciated  p^Ksr  currency  whidi 
the  eouBtitoticm  enables  us  to  ttfford.  The  iWasury 
Department,  on  several  former  occa^ons,  lias  sug- 
gested the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uniform 
lav  concerning  Imnkniptdes  of  corporations,  and 
other  bankers.  Through  tiie  instrumentality  of  sndt 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  imposed  on 
the  iasnea  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual  reme^ 
given  to  the  dtlzen  in  a  way  at  once  equal  bt  aft 
parts  of  the  Union,  and  Ailly  authorized  by  tbe  con- 
stitution. 

The  indulgence  granted  by  executive  authority  in 
the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  has  been  already 
mentioned.  Seeing  that  tiie  immediate  enforcement 
of  these  obligations  would  subject  a  large  and  hisbly 
respectable  portion  of  our  dtuens  to  great  sacrifices, 
and  lielieving  that  a  temporary  postponement  could 
be  made  wiutout  detriment  to  other  {nterests,  and 
with  increased  certainty  of  ultimate  payment,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  that  was 
made  of  me.  Tbe  terms  allowed  are,  to  the  Ml 
extent,  aa  liberal  as  any  that  ore  to  be  found  in  tbe 
practice  of  tiie  Executive  Department  It  remains 
for  Congress  to  dedde  whether  a  further  postpone- 
ment may  not  with  propriety  be  aBowed ;  and,  if  so, 
their  Ic^lation  upon  tlio  sutgect  Is  reqiectfiuly  In- 
vited. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will 
exhibit  the  condition  of  these  debts ;  the  extent  and 
effect  of  the  present  indulgence ;  the  iHobable  result 
of  its  Airtber  extenrionontbestateofflieTreasmy; 
and  every  other  fact  necessary  to  afUl  cMuMentlott 
of  tbe  Bul^^eet  Smilar  information  is  oommnnicated 
in  regard  to  soch  depodtorles  of  the  pidiHemMityi 
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•a  ire  indebted  to  the  GoTemment,  in  order  that 
CoQaoB  nay  also  aAopX  the  propw  meuniee  In  te- 
gBfatolhan. 

The  leeripls  end  expenditiires  for  the  first  hilf  of 
tiie  year,  and  an  estiinate  of  those  for  the  reudue, 
will  be  laid  before  joa  the  Secretary  of  the  Treoo- 
mj.  In  his  report  of  December  last,  U  was  eeti- 
nated  that  the  cnrrent  reoMpta  would  fall  abort  of 
the  cxpen£t«rea  hj  aboat  tluee  milliona  of  doUan. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  difierenee  will  be  mach 
eicater.  TUs  is  to  be  attributed  not  onij  to  the 
oeeanoace  of  greater  pecuniary  embarraBsments  in 
the  boafaieflS  of  the  ooontry  tlum  those  whi<di  were 
then  pre^cted,  and,  consequently,  a  greater  diminn- 
tion  in  the  rereane,  bnt  also  to  the  uct  that  the  ap- 
,  pH^riatiou  exceeded,  by  nearly  six  millicnis,  the 
•mooBt  iriudi  vaa  aaked  for  In  tiie  eetlmatee  then 
■dindtted.  ThenmneoeeBaiyfOTtiieeerfice  of  the 
beyond  the  jvobaUe  leodpti^  and  tiie  amount 
vUdi  St  was  intended  ahonld  be  reeerred  in  the 
Treamiy  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  will  be 
about  MX  millions.  If  die  whole  of  the  reserved 
balance  be  not  at  once  ^plied  to  the  current  expen- 
ditoiea,  but  four  milliona  be  stiU  kept  in  the  Treaa- 
tiry,  aa  seems  most  expedient,  for  the  uses  of  the 
mfaU,  and  to  meet  oontingenoiee,  the  mm  needed 
win  be  ten  millions. 
In  making  this  estimate,  the  receipts  are  calculated 
the  eoppoflition  <tt  some  Luther  extenuon  of  the 
indulgence  granted  in  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties, 
wbidi  will  Effect  the  amount  of  the  revenue  fix  the 
year  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a  half  mil- 
It  is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  required  amount 
by  loans  or  increased  taxation.  There  are  now  in 
the  Treasury  nine  millions  Uiree  hundred  and  idxty- 
seren  thoumnd  two  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars, 
directed  by  the  act  of  the  23d  of  June,  1886,  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States  in  October  next.  This 
•010,  if  BO  depoeitad,  will  be  Butgect,  under  the  law, 
10  be  recalled,  if  needed,  to  dttEray  existing  appto- 
priadons;  and  as  it  is  now  evident  that  the  iniole, 
or  ttie  priudpd  part  of  it,  will  be  wanted  fur  that 
pozpose,  it  anoears  most  proper  that-  the  deposit 
should  be  wiuueld.  Until  the  aqiount  can  be  ool- 
lected  from  the  banks,  Treasury  notes  may  be  tem- 
porarily baaed,  to  be  gradually  redeemed  as  it  is 
noelred. 

I  am  nware  diat  tUa  oooise  may  be  wodocdve  of 
InccoiTenfence  to  many  of  the  States.  Relying  upon 
the  acts  of  Congress  which  held  out  to  them  the 
strong  probability,  if  not  the  certainty,  of  rec^vina 
this  instalment,  tiiey  hare  In  some  instances  adopted 
measures  with  whidi  Its  retention  may  seriously  in- 
terfere. That  such  a  condition  of  things'bhonld  osTe 
oeemred,  is  much  to  be  regretted.  It  Is  not  the 
least  among  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  disasters 
of  the  tinM,  and  it  is  for  Congress  to  devise  a  fit 
remedy,  if  there  be  one.  .Hie  moac^  b^ng  indis* 
pensable  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  it  is  difficult 
to  conceive  upon  what  prindple  of  jiutice  or  expe- 
diency ite  ai^ication  to  tiiat  object  can  be  avoided 
To  recall  any  portions  of  the  sums  already  depooted 
with  the  States,  would  be  moreinconTeniait  and  lees 
ettdent,  To  burden  the  country  with  increased 
taxation,  wlun  there  Is  in  &ot  a  large  suiidns  rev- 
eoae,  would  be  nniust  and  unirise ;  to  raise  m<mey8 
1^  loan*  under  such  oiroumstanoea,  and  thus  to  com- 
mence a  new  national  debt,  would  soaroely  be  sano- 
tiooed  by  the  American  people. 
,  The  idan  pnqiosed  will  be  adequate  to  all  ow 
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fiscal  operations,  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Should  it  be  adopted,  the  Treasury,  aided  by  tbo 
ample  resources  of  the  country,  will  be  id>le  to  dia- 
ohaige,  punctually,  every  pecuniary  obligation,  foe 
the  nitore,  all  that  is  needed  will  be  that  caution  and 
forbearanoe  in  s^ropriationg  which  the  diminution 
of  the  revenue  roquirea,  and  which  the  complete  ao- 
ctHnplishment  or  great  forwardness  of  many  expen- 
nve  undertakings  renders  equally  consirteit 

with  prudence  and  patriotio  libttality. 

The  preoeding  eaggeB&am  tad  reoMnmendatioai 
are  submitted,  in  the  bdief  that  Adr  ndtqption  hj 
Congress  will  enable  the  Xzemtfve  Department  to 
cottduct  our  fiscal  conoenis  with  socoess,  so  fkraa 
their  management  baa  been  committed  to  it.  Whilst 
the  ol^ects,  and  dM  means  proposed  to  attun  them, 
are  within  its  oonetitotioual  powoa  and  appropriate 
duties,  they  will  at  the  same  tinte,  it  is  lusted,  by 
^Kor  neoesBsry  optntiaa^  afford  essential  aid  in  the 
transaction  oC  ^odividusl  ooncems,  and  thus  yield 
relief  to  the  people  at  large  in  a  fonn  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  our  Government.  Those  who  look 
to  the  action  of  this  Government  for  specifio  aid  to 
the  citisens  to  relieve  embarr^psments  ariung  from 
losses  by  revnUoas  in  commerce  and  credit,  lose 
right  of  the  mde  for  wUdi  it  mts  created,  and  the 
powers  Willi  whiflh  it  iselothed.  It  was  estsUiihad 
to  give  secnri^  to  us  all,  in  our  lawful  and  honwsfala 
pursints,  under  the  lasting  safeguard  of  republican  in- 
stitutiona.  It  was  not  Inteoded  to  confer  special 
favors  on  Individuals,  or  on  any  classes  of  them ;  to 
create  eyataais  of  sgricolture,  manufactures,  or  trade; 
or  to  engase  in  tbrat*  dtber  sqiaiately  or  In  «»• 
ueotion  wiu  individual  dtiiens  or  oiganlxed  tmotStr 
tions.  If  its  <q»entiMW  were  to  be  directed  fix  tbe 
benefit  at  sny  one  daas,  eqmvalent  fiivore  must,  in 
justice,  be  extended  to  the  rest ;  and  the  attempt  to 
bestow  such  favors  with  an  equal  hand,  or  even  to 
select  those  who  should  most  deserve  tbem,  would 
never  be  suooeesfut  All  oommunitira  arc  apt  to  look 
to  Government  for  too  much.  Even  in  our  own 
oomtoT,  whtte  its  powers  and  duties  are  so  stricUy 
limited,  we  are  ptone  to  do  so,  emedally  at  peiteds 
of  sudden  embarrassments  and  distress.  But  this 
ought  not  to  be.  The  framers  of  our  excellent  con- 
stitution, and  the  people  who  tq)proved  it  with  calm 
and  sagadous  deliberation,  aoted  at  the  time  on  a 
sounder  principle.  They  wisely  judged  thattheleai 
Government  interferes  with  raivate  pnnuitL  the 
better  for  general  proq>erity.  It  is  not  its  le^timato 
olyect  to 'make  men  rich,  or  to  repair,  by  direct 
grants  of  money  or  l^pslation  in  favor  of  particular 
pursuits,  losses  not  incurred  in  the  public  serrloe. 
This  would  be  substantially  to  use  the  property  of 
some  for  the  benefit  of  others.  But  its  real  duty — 
that  duty  the  performance  of  which  makes  a  good 
Government  the  most  precious  of  human  blessings — 
is  to  maot  and  enforoen  eystem  <tf  gedenl  laws  oom- 
mawante  iriHi,  but  not  exceeding,  Uie  ot^ects  of  iti 
estaUiiliniMit,  and  to  leave  every  dtizen  and  evetr 
interest  to  reap,  under  its  benign  protectitm,  the  re- 
wards of  virtue,  industry,  and  prudence. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  on  this,  as  on  all  similar  o<^ 
casions,  the  Federal  Government  will  find  ite  agency 
moat  conducive  to  the  Mcuritjr  and  luqwnesa  of 
the  people,  when  limited  to  the  exerdve  of  itscon- 
ceded  powers.  In  never  assuming,  even  for  a  well- 
meant  object,  snob  powers  as  were  not  dedgned  to 
be  conferred  upon  it,  we  shall  in  reality  do  most  for 
the  general  welfare.  To  avoid  every  unnecessary 
intarforenoe  with  the  pursuits  of  the  dtixen,  will 
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remit  in  more  benefit  than  to  adopt  meamreA  vUcfa 
could  only  asslflt  limited  Intereita,  tad  are  eagerly, 
but  perhaps  oatarally,  wiight  for,  nnder  the  prea- 
lore  of  temporary  drenmstaQoeB.  therefore,  I 
mMq  from  anggesting  to  Congress  any  specific 
plan  for  regulating  the  exchanges  of  the  ooantry, 
Tdlerlog  xaereantAe  embarraaamenta,  or  interfer- 
ing vitn  die  ordinary  operationa  of  foreign  or 
donaeetlc  eomnaree,  it  ia  from  a  conTictlon  that 
such  measoree  are  not  within  the  eonsUtotional 
province  of  the  General  Government,  and  that  their 
adopUon  would  not  promote  the  real  and  perma- 
nent wdfive  of  those  ttiey  might  be  deigned  to 
aid. 

The  diCBcultles  and  ^stresses  of  the  times, 
though  tinquesUonably  great,  are  limited  In  their 
extent,  and  cannot  be  regarded  aa  afi'eoting  the 
permanent  prosperity  of  the  nation.  Arising,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  the  transactions  of  fbrcign  and 
oomesde  oommeiee.  It  is  open  them  tint  they  have 
cUeflj  ftUen.  The  great  agrioaltnral  interest  has, 
In  Dumy  parts  of  the  country,  suffered  eompar- 
atirelj  little ;  and,  as  if  Frovidenoe  Intended  to 
(Hqilay  the  mon^cence  of  Its  goodness  at  the 
moment  of  our  greatest  need,  and  in  direct  con- 
trast to  the  evils  oeoe^imed  by  the  waywardness 
of  man,  ve  have  been  blessed  throoghoot  our  ex- 
tended territory  with  a  season  of  general  health 
tnd  of  nnccnnmon  frnitflilness.  The  proceeds  of 
onr  great  staples  will  soon  famish  the  means  of 
Uqoioating  debts  at  home  and  abroad,  and  con- 
tribnte  equally  to  the  revival  of  commerdal  activity, 
and  the  restoration  of  commercial  credit  The 
banks,  established  avowedly  for  its  support,  deriv- 
ing thdr  iffoflts  from  It,  and  restiu  under  obltei- 
tioiis  to  it  wUch  eannot  be  OTsrlo(£ed,  wilt  feefat 
once  the  neoesrity  and  Justice  of  mdting  thdr  ener- 
^es  with  those  of  the  mercantile  interest  The 
flospenslon  of  specie  payments,  at  snch  a  time  and 
under  such  droumstanees  aa  we  have  lately  wit- 
nessed, coold  not  be  other  tlwn  a  temporary 
measore ;  and  we  can  scarcely  err  in  b^eviog  that 
the  period  most  soon  arrive  when  all  that  are  sol* 
Tent  will  redeem  their  issues  in  gold  and  silver. 
Dealings  abroad  naturally  depend  on  reeouroes  and 
prosperity  at  home.  If  the  debt  of  oar  merchants 
has  accumolated,  or  their  credit  is  impaired,  these 
are  flactuationa  always  Inddent  to  extendve  or  ex- 
travagant mercantile  transactions.  But  the  ulti- 
mate security  of  such  obUgationa  doee  not  admit  of 
question,  nter  are  nannteed  by  the  reMmrces 
at  a  country,  uie  ftuits  of  whose  Industry  afford 
abundant  means  of  ample  liquidation,  and  by  the 
evident  interest  of  every  merchant  to  soatain  a 
credit,  hitherto  btgh,  by  promptiy  applying  these 
means  for  Its  preservation. 

I  deeply  regret  that  events  have  occurred  which 
require  me  to  ask  your  consideration  of  such  serious 
toj^cs.  I  coidd  have  wished  th^  lb  making  my 
first  communication  to  tiie  assembled  Represent- 
atives of  my  country,  I  had  nothing  to  dwell  upon 
but  the  history  of  her  aaalloyed  prosperity.  Since 
it  is  otherwise,  we  can  only  feci  more  deeply  the 
responsibility  of  the  respective  tmstfl  that  have 
been  confided  to  us,  and,  under  the  pressure  of 
difficulties,  unite  in  invoking  the  guidance  and  aid 
of  the  Siqireme  Buler  of  nations,  and  in  UMtring 
with  sealons  rudntion  to  overcome  tim  diflkuUies 
by  which  we  are  environed. 

It  is,  under  such  circumstances,  a  high  gratifica- 
ti<m  toknoWf  by  long  expetienoe,  that  we  net  fiw  a 


people  to  whom  the  truth,  however  unpronddDg; 
can  always  be  spoken  with  nfe^;  for  ne  trial  of 
whose  patriotism  no  emei^gMiey  b  too  aevst*,  ami 
who  are  sure  never  to  desert  %  pnblte  ftanetfomty 
honestly  laboring  for  die  pnbUe  good.  It  seems 
just  that  they  should  receive,  without  delay,  any 
aid  in  thdr  embarrassments  which  your  ddibe»- 
tions  can  afford.  Coming  diiectiy  from  the  midst 
of  them,  and  knowing  the  course  of  events  in  every 
section  of  our  oountry,  from  you  may  best  be  learns 
ed  as  well  the  extent  and  nature  of  these  embar> 
rassntmts,  as  the  most  dedratde  measozBs  of  r^e£ 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  It  Is  not  proper  to 
detain  you,  at  present,  longer  than  may  be 
manded  by  the  special  objects  for  which  yon  art 
convened.  To  them,  therefore,  I  have  eonflaed  , 
my  communication ;  and,  believing  it  wIU  not  bo 
your  own  wi^  now  to  extend  your  dsBbsnthiM 
byroad  them,  I  reserve  tMtiietaail  pariad  of  yowr 
annnd  meeting  that  general  farfbrmatloa  ontto 
state  of  die  TJmm  iriden  the  eoostitoden  reqdreo 
me  to  give. 

IL  TAN  BUBEM. 

WismKonm,  BtpL  4,  1887. 

Ifr.  Wbiobt  moved  the  printing  ot  6,000 
copies  oi  the  Message,  and  1,S00  d  xho  aoemi- 
panyliig  doenmoite. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Eentodkyv  >^  &e  rose  to 
second  the  motion  of  the  Senator  flrom  Kev 
York  (Mt.  Wbioht)  to  print  an  extra  nnmber 
of  copies  of  the  Mwaaga.  He  sbonid  indeed 
have  DO  objection  to  publiahfaig  doable  or  triple 
the  number  proposed,  if  it  were  convenient  to 
distribnte  them.  He  had  accoroplished  the 
sole  pupose  for  which  be  had  risen ;  bat 
while  he  was  npj  he  conld  not  forbear  saying 
that  after  attentively  listening  to  the  reading 
of  this  Message,  be  felt  the  deepest  regret  that 
the  Frendent,  entertaining  saoh  views,  and 
proposing  snch  a  plan  for  the  relief  of  the 
country,  as  he  had  presMited,  had  deemed  it 
hie  doty  to  call  an  extra  senion  of  OmgreM  it 
this  inconvenient  period  of  the  year. 

Mr.  BnCHABAK  said.he  did  not  rise  to  expres 
any  opinion  or  to  enter  into  any  discDssion. 
*'  Sufildent  for  the  day,"  said  he,  *'  is  the  evil 
thereof."  Bat  U  was  his  wish  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  to  be  printed  from  five  thoa- 
saod  to  ten.  He  thought  the  fotmtf  number 
too  small  for  his  proportion  of  it  to  satlsQr  the 
demand  of  his  constitoente. 

Mr.  Wright  was  ready  to  aooept  the  pnqton- 
tion  as  a  modification  at  hit  on^nal  moticn, 
and  did  so. 

The  question  on  printing  ten  thonaand  waa 

then  put  and  carried. 


MoMDAT,  September  11. 

The  Chais  stated  the  order  of  the  di^  to  be 
the  dection  of  a  Secretary  of  tiie  Senate; 
whereupon,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
Secretary,  and  at  tlie  first  ballot  Asbubt  Dice- 
INB,  Esq.,  recdved  89  votes  oat  frf  40,  and  was 
declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Obundt,  the  Senate  then 
proeeeded  to  tbe  election  of  Ohaplain;  when, 
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after  four  bollotinga,  the  n amber  of  osndidates 
being  tw^^-one,  we  Bev.  Ur.  Buctb,  of  the 
Hethodirt  Ohnnh,  Qettfgetown,  ree^ved  a  ma- 
yxity  ut  the  TotM^  and  wm  dedared  duly 
elected. 

Saport  from  tie  CommitUa  on  Finance. 

Ur.  Wbiqht,  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Finance,  to  whidi  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Message  of  the  Present  of  the  United  States 
rdating  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplos 
revenue,  and  other  matters,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  poetponement  of  the  fonrUi  instalment  of 
the  o^osit  to  the  States  till  farther  provision 
therefor  b;^  lav.  Ur.  W.  said  that,  as  the 
time  the  oommittee  had  vas  but  ^ort.  he 
dMiild  now  merely  report  the  above  UU,  whioh 
he  woold  more  to  be  read  a  first  time^  and 
ordeved  to  e  SMtmd  reeding,  wttfa  a  view  to 
take  It  iq»  to-morrow :  when  he  ejected  the 
oommittee  would  be  able  to  report  farther, 

Mr.  GuAonN  said  he  hoped  tUs  bill  wdnld 
not  be  pressed  so  rapidly.  It  was  dae  to  the 
Senate  to  have  the  whole  snldeot  before  them, 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  uiis  bill  would  be 
soffbred  to  rest  'nntll  it  shoold  be  seen  what 
other  measBres  the  oommittee  might  propose. 

Mr.  'Wbbstkb  sud  he  rose  to  express  a  wish 
that,  whether  the  measnres  proposed  were  to 
be  considered  separately,  or  whether  they  were 
to  be  oonadered  all  together,  they  might  be 
oonsidered  and  decided  npon  with  «1  the 
{ffomptness  and  despatch  condatent  with  con- 
siderate ledsla^n. 

The  trill,  as  r^orted  by  lb.  Wjwet,  was 
then  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


TrasDAT,  Septonber  IS. 

Fburth  IiutdUMRt—Jhity  Bondt. 

The  bill  to  postoone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
depMdt  with  the  States  b^ng  taken  np— - 
The  bin  Was  read  a  second  time,  and. 
On  motarai  of  Mr.  HuBBAsn,  the  fhrther  con- 
dderatioft  of  it  was  pos^toned  till  to-morrow. 


WnnrauuT,  September  18. 

Mr.  WnsBT,  fron  the  Oonmiittee  on  Rnanoe, 
reported  a  bill  anthorinngtiwissaeof  T^vasory 
notes.  Read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  a 
eecond  reading. 

[This  bill  anthorizea  the  issae  of  Treasury 

notes  to  an  amount  not  ezoeeding  millions 

of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less  than 
|100,  and  provides  that  the  notes  be  redeemed 
by  the  United  States,  at  the  Treasory,  after.one 
year  flY>m  their  date,  to  bear  interest  iox  the 
said  term ;  rate  of  interest  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary,  not  to  exceed  six  per  cent  per 
aDQora ;  the  faith  of  the  United  States  to  be 
■olemnly  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  8»d 
Botee.  Aba  that  the  notes  be  signed  by  the 
IVeasarer  of  the  United  States^  and  ooonter- 
dffoed  by  the  Be^ster  of  the  Treasury ;  sepa- 


rate  accounts  of  the  nomber  signed  to  be  kept 
by  each  officer  as  a  mutual  chedc.  These 
officers  are  by  this  section  also  anthoriaed  to 
miploy  sooh  additional  darks  as  thtue  dndies 
may  render  necessary ;  their  salary  to  be  fixed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory. 

Section  4th  anthorizea  the  Beoretary  to  issoe 
these  notes  to  all  creditors  of  the  United  States 
who  choose  to  receive  them  at  par,  and  atoo  to 
borrow  money  on  tiie  credit  of  enoh  notes. 

Section  6th  enacts  that  snob  notes  shall 
everywhere  be  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties,  taxes,  dnj.,  and  for  pablio  lands. 

Section  9th  makes  it  felony  to  counterfeit 
said  notes,  and  fixes  the  penalty  on  convlcrtioD.] 
Mr.  WmoHT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  euthorinng  the  post^nement  of 
the  pqrment  of  doty  bonds.  Ordered  to  a 
seoond  reading. 

[This  bill  provides  that  tiie  extemnon  iA 
credit  for  duties  now  outstanding  shall  be  At. 
months  from  the  time  the  original  oond  became 
due ;  and  making  the  condition  in  each  case  to 
depend  on  the  same  conditions  as  to  additional 
security,  interest,  Aw.,  prescribed  by  the  1>ea^ 
nry  De^Mrtment  to  the  exten^on  of  revenue 
bonds  smce  May ;  and  not  to  include  any  bonds 
where  the  parties  have  not  given  additional 
security,  or  made  part  payment,  or  are  (by  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Qovemmeut)  considered 
insolvent  or  unsafe  aeoority  for  their  bonds. 

Section  2d  provides  an  additional  credit  of 
rix  months  granted  on  all  bonds  which  may  be 
{^voi  during  the  period  one  year  flrom  and 
after  the  Ist  of  October,  1887.  Also,  th^ 
where  the  security  hi  any  bond  postponed  is 
satisfactory,  the  principal  and  surges  shall  not 
be  disabled  from  being  the  same  for  other 
bonds,  though  the  first  bond  be  not  yet  paid.] 

Mr.  Wbioht  also  reported  from  the  same 
committee  a  bill  adjusting  the  remuning  ddma 
on  the  late  deposit  banks;  whidh  was  also 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  seoond  reading. 

[8eoti<m  Xst  provides  that  the  Seeretaiy  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  withdraw  the 
nblio  moneys  runaining  in' any  of  tiie  late 
eposit  banks,  In  as  convenient  a  manner  to 
them  as  may  be  suitable  to  the  interests  of 
Government.  No  bank  having  met,  or  which 
shall  meet,  the  requisitions  of  the  DqiartmenL 
to  pay  any  fbrther  interest  than  that  recpdred 
by  the  deposit  act  of  tBd  June^  1886. 

Section  3d  provides  that  in  case  of  negleot 
or  reftisal  on  the  part  of  the  banks  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  then  such  banks  shall  be  sued  at  law, 
unless  b«id  with  security  be  ^ven,  providing 
for  payment  In  three  inst^ents:  the  first 
instalment  after  two  months  fVom  the  passage 
of  tiiis  act ;  the  second  after  five  monttia,  and 
the  remainder  after  eight  months  from  the  same 
period ;  interest  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  time  of  de&ult, 
and  damages  to  be  paid  aoraruiog  from  proteata 
or  other  oanses. 
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Thubsdat,  8eptem1)er  14. 
Finarunal  Affbin. 

lb.  Vfrnsat,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Pinane^ 
reported  the  idlowiDff  bOIs,  which  were  sere- 
rally  read  and  ordered  to  a  Bocond  reading : 

1.  A  bill  to  aathorize  goods  and  merchandise 
to  be  deposited  in  the  public  storee. 

{This  Dill  anthorizefl  the  depoeit  of  goods  in 
the  public  stores,  under  the  requieite  precau- 
tions, allowing  them  to  be  transported  to  other 
districts,  or  to  be  exported,  on  certain  condi- 
tions ;  to  he  sold,  If  requieitCL  at  the  «id  of  three 
years,  so  far  as  to  pay  the  duties,  storage,  and 
other  necessary  expwsee.l 

2.  A  bill  imposing  additional  dnfies,  as  de- 
positaries, in  certain  cases,  on  pnUie  officers, 
coDunonlj  called  the  XMTcuroe  Bill. 

[Thia  bin  prorides  for  the  recdTliw  aad  safe- 
keeping  of  the  pnblio  rerenne,  by  uie  various 
recetviog  officers,  pottmasters,  mitil  regu- 
larly  oaUed  for  by  the  Department  The  bill 
oontaios  many  details,  eepeoialW  of  precantion, 
to  secure  the  fidthfblness  of  offiows  naTing  the 
custody  of  the  public  mcmey.] 

8.  A  bill  to  revoke  the  charters  of  soch  banks 
in  the  District  of  Colombia  as  shall  not  resume 
epede  payments  in  a  n>ecified  time:  and  for 
the  suppression  of  mnall  notes  in  the  District. 

[This  bill  reqtures  the  payment  of  specie  on 
all  notes  of  and  under  ten  dollars,  in  sixty  days 
from  tiie  date  of  the  bill ;  and  on  all  notes  of 
ft  la^;er  dauHnination,  in  rix  mcmths.  It  pro* 
vides  for  the  i^pointment  of  three  pnblio  oom- 
miadkmers,  in  ease  of  ftilvre;  not  intomptioft 
however,  the  dne  oonrse  of  lav.  It  liwl^ 
the  issidnff  of  notee  under  five  doilvs ;  and 
reqnires  that  within  thirty  days  all  notee  of 
individnals  and  private  corporations,  mider  five 
dollars,  shall  be  neither  issued  nor  ptused,  nnder 
the  puudty  of  a  fine  of  not  more  than  fif^ 
dollars  for  eaoh  offence— one-half  to  the  prose- 
cutor. The  banks  to  fbrfidt  their  dharters  for 
non-compUanoe  with  the  prorldona  of  this 
bllL] 

Iburth  InttaJment—IhUy  BoneU. 

The  Senate  iwooeeded  to  the  otmnderation 
(tf  the  q>eeial  order  the  bill  to  poet)>oDe  the 
Mymentof  thefomthiniitalmentOTthedeporite 
to  the  States. 

Mr.  Nubs  said :  Bhr,  we  have  been  called 
here  at  an  extraordfaiai7  emei^eney,  when  the 
bnslnees  of  the  conn^  was  deranged,  and  the 
public  mind  in  an  unsettled  and  feverish  state; 
the  expectations  of  the  people  are  exdted ;  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  oountry  are  upon  us.  At 
ench  a  time,  and  under  snch  drcumstances, 
Congress  cannot  remain  in  session  withont  a 
prodi^ous  inflnence  for  good  or  for  evil ;  and 
be  greatiy  feared  it  woold  be  the  latter. 

Mr.  WxBSTEB  then  rose,  and  siUd  that  the 
importance  of  the  present  crisis  and  the  urgent^ 
of  thisoocasicm  was  snch  as  to  lead  hhn  earnestly 
to  desire  that  some  measores  of  adequate  relief 
might  come  from  the  quarter  whidt  alone  had 


the  power  to  effect  any  thing,  by  the  la^onibj 
it  commanded.  Unoh  as  I  differ  from  them, 
(said  Ur.  W.,)  I  would  he  riad  to  accept  aoj 
measure  (rf  mbstantial  retttf  which  they  mi^ 
bring  fin-ward.  I  think,  rar,  I  see  such  a  neeea- 
dty  for  relief  as  never  before,  within  my  reoot 
lection,  has  existed  in  this  conntrj,  and  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  say  that  the  measures  proposed 
by  the  iSvsident,  in  his  Message  to  Congress 
and  reita«ted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory, 
in  his  report  to  the  same  body,  only  r^ara 
one  object,  and  are,  in  their  tenden<7,  only 
directed  to  one  branch  of  partial  relie£  The 
evils,  however,  tinder  which  the  community 
now  snffcrs,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  though  related,  and 
of  the  same  fiumly,  are  yet  e^hle  of  distinot 
oonMderatioo.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  tlie 
wants  vt  tiie  Treunty,  aridi^  from  the  stoppage 
of  pavmoita  and  the  ftHing  of  the  revenuo. 
Thu  is  an  exigaiC7  reqidrira  the  ooadden&in 
of  Ooiwrees ;  it  la  an  evil  uireateidBg  to  bob- 
pedd  the  functions  of  at  least  one  department 
of  the  Gk>vemment  unless  it  be  remedied. 
Another  and  a  greater  evil  is,  the  {ooetoation 
of  credit— the  interruption  brought  up<m  all 
business  transactions,  arising  from  the  soi^teD- 
sion  of  all  the  local  banks  throughout  the 
country,  with  some  few  and  trifling  exceptions. 
Hence  has  proceeded  a  i»t)6tratjoa  of  the  local 
currency,  and  a  serious  obstmction  and  difficulty 
thrown  ki  the  way  of  baying  and  selling.  A 
third  want  is,  the  want  of  an  accredited  pi^er 
mediom,  equal  to  ^etne,  having  equal  eredit 
over  all  parts  of  the  oountry,  capable  of  ewving 
for  ^  pajment  of  debts  and  carrying  on  the 
internal  traaiiiesa  <tf  the  oountry  thrcHighoat  and 
between  the  different  and  distant  sections  of 
tiiis  great  Union.  These  three  evils,  thou^ 
they  are  co-«xistent  and  cognate  in  their  bcoi^ 
cannot  be  met  by  the  same  measures  of  reilk£ 
If  relief  is  ^ven  to  the  one,  it  does  not  follow 
that  you  wiU  relieve  the  others ;  if  yon  replen- 
ish tiie  Treasury,  and  thus  bring  a  remedy  to 
that  evil,  this  brings  no  relief  to  the  disordered 
currency.  And  agun :  if  the  local  cnrraicy 
is  relieved,  it  does  not  supply  the  other  want, 
nam^y,  that  of  a  universally  accredited  mediom. 

I  ^all  now  (continued  Ur.  W.)  confine  my- 
self to  a  few  remarks  on  the  bll]  befwe  xn,  and 
not  detain  the  Soiate  longer  than  wIB  be 
strictly  necessary  to  f^ve  a  plain  atatcaneat 


measure  la  proposed  hi  wder  to  jntwida 
for  the  wants  of  the  Govemmoit.  I  agree  that 
this  is  a  neoeasaiy  object;  but  the  qneetion  % 
whether  this  bill  is  the  proper  mode  of  making 
such  a  provision.  I  do  not  think  it  ia,  tlioog^ 
othpra  may  think  diffi»raitiy.  If  this  is  indeed 
the  best  mode,  I  should  wish  to  see  it  oariied 
into  execution,  for  relief  is  wanted  both  by  the 
Treasun-  and  by  the  oountiy,  but  fin*  and 
chiefly  by  the  ootrntry. 

I  do  not  say  that  by  the  law  providing  for 
this  deposit  the  States  have  any  fixed  ri^t  to 
it;  I  prefer  to  pot  the  matter  entirely  cm  the 
footing  of  omvenlBnee  and  expediency;  and 
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whea  it  is  ooiisidered  what  ezpeotations  have 
been  rwaed — that  this  money  haa  even  been 
■hreadj  disposed  of  in  advance  hj  the  several 
States  for  different  parposes,  anch  as  internal 
improvements,  education,  and  other  great  oh- 
jectB — it  becomes  a  qaestion  of  e^>edieDcy 
vhetber  it  would  not  be  better  to  sapplj  the 
Tsnta  of  the  Treasury'  hj  other  means. 

Another  oondderation  of  great  importance 
in  mj  view  is  this :  There  are  already  many 
distarbing  oatues  in  f^>eration,  ag^tatug  the 
transaetioiu  of  sotiety  in  all  the  various  rami- 
flcatioiis  of  bootless  and  commerce.  Now,  I 
would  ask,  or,  is  it  advisable,  is  it  wise,  is  it 
even  politic,  to  introduce^  at  such  a  time  as 
dik)  another  great  distm'bmg  cause,  prodaoing 
a  revwsed  action,  altering  the  destiny  of  this 
money,  overthrowing  contracts  now  entered 
into,  disappointing  expectations  raised,  dlsturb- 
ing,  unsetUing,  and  deran^ng  still  more  the 
already  deranged  business  transactions  of  the 
whole  country  1  I  would  ask.  Is  it  Torth  while 
to  do  this  (   I  think  not. 

TVe  are  to  consider  that  this  money,  accord- 
ing to  the  proviuons  of  the  existing  law,  is  to 
op  equally  among  all  the  States,  and  among  all 
the  people ;  and  the  wants  «  the  Treasury 
most  be  supplied,  if  sapj^ies  be  necessary, 
equally  by  all  the  people.  Xt  Is  not  a  question, 
therefore,  whether  some  shall  have  money  ana 
others  shall  make  good  the  deficiency.  All 
partake  in  the  distribatirai,  and  all  will  con- 
tribute to  the  snpjJy.  So  that  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  convemence,  and,  in  my  opinion,  it 
is  decidedly  most  convenient  on  all  accounts, 
that  this  instalment  should  follow  its  present 
destination,  and  the  necessities  of  the  Treasory 
be  provided  for  by  other  means. 

Agun,  if  you  pass  this  bill,  what  is  it  ?  It  is 
a  mere  oru£um/u2nw»;  of  itself  it  will  not 
{wodnoe  any  good  if  you  do  pass  it.  Ail  admit 
there  is  no  mouOT- ;  therefore,  the  bill  will  give 
DO  relief  to  the  Treamry.  Tbia  bill,  Hr.  Pres- 
ident, will  not  jHToduce  to  the  ScOTetary  one 
ddlar:  be  acknowledges  himself  that  at  aU 
events  it  will  not  produce  him  many,  for  he 
•ays  he  wants  other  aid ;  and  he  haa  applied  to 
Congress  for  an  issue  of  some  millions  m  Treas- 
nry  notes.  He  gets  the  money,  therefore,  just 
am  well  without  this  bill  as  with  it;  the  bill 
iteeli^  then,  is  unnecessary,  depriving  the  States 
of  a  sum  whidi  the  Secretary  cannot  avail 
bimeelf  and  which  sum,  notwithstanding 
this  bill,  be  proposes  to  supply  by  an  issae  of 
Government  notes.  He  oaDs  this  collateral 
aid  to  the  measure  of  postponement.  But  this 
evidenUy  reverses  the  order  of  things,  for  the 
Treasury  notes  are  lus  main  reliance ;  to  Ihem 
only  be  looks  f<ar  immediate  reliei^  and  this 
instalment  now  to  be  withhdd  is  (as  a  produc- 
tive source  of  revenne)  only  subsequent  and 
collateral  to  the  issue  of  the  notes. 

But  now,  sir,  what  sort  of  notes  does  the 
Seeretanr  propose  to  issue  t  He  proposes,  sir, 
to  issue  Treasury  notes  of  small  denominations, 
down  ev«i  aalow  as  twenty  dollarsi  not  bear* 
TohZnL— A8 


[Sbnatb. 

ing  interest,  and  redeemable  at  no  fixed  period ; 
they  are  to  be  received  in  debts  due  to  Govern- 
ment, but  are  not  otherwise  to  be  paid  until  at 
some  indefinite  time  there  shall  be  a  oertun 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  beyond  what  the  Secre- 
tary may  think  its  wants  require.  Now,  mr, 
this  is  plun,  authentic,  statutable  paper  money ; 
it  is  exactly  a  new  emission  of  old  continentid. 
If  the  Genius  of  the  old  Oonfederstiou  were 
now  to  rise  m>  in  the  midst  of  us,  he  could  not 
ftimish  us,  from  the  abundant  stores  of  his 
reodleotion,  with  a  more  perfect  model  of  paper 
money.  It  carries  no  interest ;  it  has  no  fixed 
time  of  payment ;  it  is  to  circulate  as  currency, 
and  it  is  to  circulate  on  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment alone,  with  no  fixed  period  of  redemp- 
tion 1  If  tliis  be  not  paper  money,  pray,  nr, 
what  is  it?  And,  sir,  who  expected  thisi 
Who  expected  that  in  the  fiftii  year  of  the 
ea^teriment  for  r^orming  the  ewrrtnoy,  and 
bringing  it  to  an  absolute  gold  and  silver  cir- 
culation, the  Treasury  Department  would  be 
found  recommending  to  us  a  re^plar  emisdon 
of  paper  money  f  This,  sir,  is  quite  new  in  the 
history  of  this  Government:  it  belongs  to  that 
of  the  Confederation  which  has  passm  away. 
-  Hr.  WmaHT  said  it  might  become  him  to  s^r 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.  His  poation  in  reference  to  tins  and 
other  bills,  perhaps,  reqtured  him  to  do  so.  He 
wonld,  however,  confine  hinuelf  strictiy  to  the 
present  subject,  and  to  the  most  brief  justifica- 
tion of  his  own  course,  and  that  of  a  m^ority 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  had  con- 
curred with  him  in  reporting  the  bilL 

Immediately  upon  the  appointment  of  the 
committee,  and  the  reference  to  it  of  the  im- 
portant subjects  treated  of  in  the  Message  of 
the  President,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  committee  found  that  the 
Treasury  the  United  States  was,  very  soon, 
to  be  in  want  <tf  means  to  meet  the  current 
demuidfl  i^on  it  without  r^ard  to  any  Airtho- 
transfer  to  the  Stataa  They  also  fbund  that 
this  fourth  instalment  of  the  deponts  with  the 
States  was  to  become  payaUe  on  the  Ist  d^ 
of  October,  and  amounted  to  about  nine  and 
one-third  millions  of  dollars. 

The  state  of  the  Treasury,  as  developed  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
was,  as  he  now  recollectedj  (and  he  thought  he 
coold  not  be  materially  mistaken,)  that,  at  the 
time  when  the  statement  impended  to  that 
report  was  made  up,  about  the  firat  day  of  the 
present  nipnth,  (he  Delieved  the  exact  date  was 
the  28th  of  August,)  there  was  in  the  Treasury, 
sut^ect  to  dran,  avulable  and  unav^ble,  but 
i^gnt  miUicm  (me  hundred  and  some  odd  thou- 
sand doUars.  The  report  was  printed,  and  upon 
the  table  of  every  Senator,  and  would  verify 
his  correctness  in  wis  particular.  This  amount 
was  ezdosive  of  the  sams  already  depomted 
with  the  States,  bdng  some  twenty-eight  mil- 
lions. 

To  arrive  at  what  would  be  the  condition  ctf 
the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  October,  the  ex- 
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pensefl  of  the  present  month^  which,  from  drafts 
already  made  and  antidpated,  were  estimated 
at  about  two  and  a  half  mllliona,  must  be  d»- 
dncted  from  the  eight  million  one  hundred  and 
odd  thoosand ;  thoa  leavins  in  the  Treasnrj, 
subject  to  draft  on  the  1st  da^  of  October,  lees 
than  millioDB,  without  l^e  transfer  of  a 
doUar  to  the  States  towards  the  October  instd- 
ment.  This,  too,  included  all  the  fimds  in  the 
Treasury,  sabiect  to  draft  for  payments,  or 
transfers  to  the  States,  whether  available  or 
not,  upon  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer :  the 
fimds  on  deposit  with  the  States  not  being 
taken  into  the  computation. 

then,  the  October  instalment  was  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States,  all  the  means  in  the 
Treasury,  of  all  descriptions,  on  tiie  day  when 
that  instalment  was,  by  the  deposit  law,  made 
transferable,  would  not  be  equal  to  two-thirds 
of  the  amount ;  and  money  must  be  bcnrowed 
upon  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to  supply 
the  deficiency. 

The  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  suppose 
that  the  means  to  make  this  transfer  to  the 
States  were  In  the  Treasury ;  and  that  the  only 
difficulty,  separate  from  the  other  demands 
upon  it,  grew  out  of  the  present  unavailable 
character  of  those  means.  The  statementa  he 
had  already  made  had  shown  the  error  of  this 
hypothesis.  Ha  had  already  shown  that  the 
whole  means  in  the  Treasury,  even  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tnmarj  made  his  report,  at 
the  commencement  of  our  present  session,  of 
whatever  character,  whether  available  or  not, 
were  less,  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollars, 
than  the  histalmeot  required  to  be  transferred 
to  the  States  under  the  depodt  law.  He  had 
farther  shown  that  those  means,  such  as  they 
were,  wera  before  the  1st  of  October,  when 
that  transfer  was  required  to  be  made,  to  be 
still  further  diminish^  by  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  present  month, 
ascertained  and  estimated  to  amount  to  two  and 
ft  half  millions  of  dollars.  Hence  it  would 
fi^ow,  that  the  wh<de  means  in  the  Treasury 
OQ  the  lot  d^  of  October  next  must  be  from 
three  and  a  half  to  four  millions  less  than  tiie 
transfer  re(|Qired.  It  was  in  vain,  thwef<we, 
itt.  W,  BBid,  to  escape  from  the  condnnon, 
that  if  Ooogress  should  insist  upon  ^is  trans- 
fer, it  must  authorize  a  loan  of  money  upon 
the  public  credit,  to  enable  the  Treasury  to 
make  it :  in  other  words,  that  it  must  authorize 
a  loan  of  money  upon  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  in  order  that  that  money,  when  loaned, 
may  be  depodted  with  the  States  for  safekeep- 
ing. 

Another  error  of  the  honorable  Senator 
(Mr.  Websteb)  which  he  felt  bound  to  correct, 
was  in  his  strictores  upon  the  recommendations 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnryjas  to  the 
manner  of  issuing  Treasuiy  notes.  The  honoiv 
able  Senattnr  had  erttidaed  this  part  of  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  the  Treasury  witii 
eome  sereri^,  and  hnd  hdd  him  np  to  the 
Senate  and  tte  «matrj  as  striking  oat  a  new 
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path  for  the  supply  of  the  Treaaory;  asreoMn- 
mending  the  issue  at  psper  num^,  m  a  deao^ 
tion  of  paper  dmilar  to  that  whidi  we  know 
by  the  denominatim  of  "  continental  money 
and  of  doing  this  for  the  first  time  since  the 
organization  of  the  Government  under  tbe  con- 
stitution. The  fault  CMnpldned  of  ocmalated 
in  a  recommendation,  merdy  discretionary  and 
alternative,  to  issue  Treasury  notes  bearing  no 
interest,  and  payable  to  the  bearer,  in  case  tho 
public  creditors  should  be  found  wiUing  to  re- 
ceive such  notes  in  payment  of  their  demand 
against  the  Government,  at  ^ar ;  otherwise, 
to  ^ve  the  notes  such  an  interest  as  would 
bring  them  to  par. 

Ur.  W.  sdd,  as  the  committee,  in  the  bill  they 
had  reported  had  not  followed  (hi*  reoom- 
mendatlon  <a  the  Secretary,  it  would  be  aeoi 
that  no  question  was  depending  before  the 
Senate,  either  in  the  bill  now  under  discnanui, 
or  in  any  other,  which  rendered  this  pdnt 
material ;  hut  he  was  sore  his  ot^ect  would  be 
folly  understood  and  appreciated  m  making  this 
correction.  It  was  simply  to  defend  this  public 
officer  against  a  mistaken  aocusatioQ.  It  was 
not  necessary  for  him  to  defend,  at  this  time, 
the  soundness  of  the  reoommendation,  but  to 
protect  the  Secretary  a^net  the  charge  of  bemg 
the  author  of  a  prin^ple  now  supposed  to  be 
so  new  and  so  dangm>a8.  To  do  thii^  it  was 
only  nooessaiT  fer  him  to  read  the  tidrd  Bectka 
of  the  act  of  tiie  24th  cf  Febroary,  1816,  au- 
thorizing an  endsdon  of  Treasury  notes  in 
whioh  all  these  dangers  would  be  foimd  to  be 
embraced,  adopted,  and  made  imperative,  as  a 
part  of  tbe  laws  of  the  land. 

Ur.  BooHANAK  said  he  had  often  admired 
the  dexterity  with  which  the  Senator  frvm 
Hassachusetts  could  extricate  himself  from  a 
difficulty ;  in  which,  however,  he  was  seldom 
involved.  On  such  occasions  he  always  made 
a  skilfbl  retreat.  Feeling  the  respect  which  be 
(Mr,  B.)  did  for  his  le^  knowledge,  he  had 
recdved,  as  a  matter  of  faith,  his  declaration 
that  Treasury  notes  not  bearing  interest  had 
never  been  issued  under  the  present  constitn- 
tijoa ;  and  when  he  called  up  the  ghost  of  tbe 
ancient  Confederation  to  act  as  godfather  of 
these  Trwtsnry  notes,  Ur.  B.  remained  satisfied 
that  he  had  made  himself  fully  acquainted  wiA 
the  laws  in  relation  to  that  subject.  But 
scarcely  had  he  taken  his  seat,  when  tho  act 
of  1816  laid  the  ghcrat  which  he  had  conjured 
up;  uid  by  that  it  appeared  that  Congress  had 
done  the  very  thing  whidi  he  had  declared  had 
not  been  done  since  the  days  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. Thus  much  was  due  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  Jir.  B.,  however,  r^oiced  that 
tbe  Committee  on  Finance  had  proposed  the 
issue  of  no  notes  not  bearing  interest. 

In  regard  to  this  bill,  a  plain  statement  tit 
ikita  would  be  the  most  onudndTe  atvumceat 
which  oould  be  u^ed  in  its  &▼«■.  fie  had 
voted  fbr  the  dmodt  of  June,  1886;  and,  npon 
a  retroq>eefe  of  aU  whidi  had  oecoired  dnee  its 
paange,  ha  had  fimnd  no  oanse  to  repent  ct 
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this  vote.  It  was  a  choice  of  evils;  and  be- 
tween the  alternatives  presented,  he  thought 
he  had  nude  the  best  ehdce.  Oa  the  oae 
ride,  after  reserring  five  milUons,  nearly  forty 
millionfl  of  doIlarB  had  acenmnlated  in  the 
deporit  banks.  This  vast  amonnt  of  money 
was  used  hj  them  to  increase  the  dividends  of 
theSr  stockholders,  to  expand  extravagantly  the 
paper  circulation  of  the  coimtry,  and  to  excite 
Q>eciilation  to  the  greatest  excess.  On  the 
wiCT  hand,  strong  objections  existed  against 
mnVing  the  Feder^  Government  an  instniment 
for  the  purpose  of  coUectlng  money,  that  it 
might  be  deposited  with  the  States.  The  pre- 
cedent might  in  many  respects  be  dangerous. 
But  the  money  was  on  hand.  It  bad  been  col- 
lected under  exis^g  laws.  Placed  in  this 
situation,  he  thonght  it  was  more  just,  more 
poUtic,  more  safe,  to  place*  it  in  deposit  wiUi 
the  States,  that  it  mi^t  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  than  to  snffer  it  to  remain  with 
the  hanka  mr  the  benefit  of  their  stockholders, 
and  to  the  injury  of  the  country. 

Bat  does  the  deposit  law,  ft-om  first  to  last, 
contain  one  sentence — nay,  does  it  contain  one 
word — which  resembles  a  gift  or  a  loan  to  the 
States  ?  Is  it  not,  in  terms,  a  bare  transfer  of 
the  deposits  from  the  bonks  to  the  States? 
Under  its  prorisions,  the  fi^th  of  all  the  States 
is  pledged  for  the  safekeeping  and  repayment 
of  their  respective  proportions  of  this  money, 
whenever  they  shall  be  required  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  wants  of  the  Treasury.  The  mode  and 
manner  in  which  he  shall  call  fbr  it  are  ex- 
preaaly  prescribed.  Nay,  more;  the  ease  has 
actnauj  occurred.  If  we  Secretary  had  por- 
saed  the  Hue  of  strict  duty  under  ttie  law,  he 
wonld,  ere  this,  have  called  on  the  States  for  a 
portion  of  the  three  instalments  which  have 
already  been  paid.  He  has  acted  wisely  in  not 
making  this  demand  until  the  pleasare  of  Oon- 
gress  oonld  be  known.  The  States  are  not 
now  in  a  condition  to  return  immediately  any 
portion  of  what  they  have  already  received. 

lender  these  circumstances,  the  question  is, 
whether  we  are  bound,  upon  any  principle,  to 
deposit  with  them  the  fourth  instelment,  when 
the  SecretatT  of  the  Treasury,  the  veiy  next 
daj,  might  demand  a  return  not  only  at  it,  but 
of  uie  ttiree  other  instalmoits,  In  tbe  manner 
^escribed  by  the  law. 

The  Senator  ftam  Ibssacbnsetts  bad  not 
contended  that  we  were  bound  by  any  contract 
to  deposit  this  fourth  instalment  with  the  States. 

He  had  stud,  however,  that  if  an  individual, 
by  his  conduct,  had  induced  a  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  he  would  loan  money  to  another, 
or  give  money  to  another,  it  might  become  his 
duty  to  borrow  it,  and  pay  interest  for  it,  for 
dther  of  those  purposes.  Mr.  B.  denied  that 
the  conduct  of  Congress  was  such  as  to  afford 
any  pretext  for  sum  an  expectation.  On  the 
bee  of  the  act  there  was  nothing  but  depotit 
written.  Neither  a  loan  nor  a  gift  app^red 
upon  it   It  was  a  mere  deposit,  wlthont  intov 


est,  to  be  restored  when  demanded  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed ;  and  not  a  loan  for  a  given 
period,  much  less  an  abstdote  ^ft.  If  the 
States,  therefore,  had  entertained  any  saoh 
expectation,  it  was  from  other  oircnmstancea, 
and  not  from  the  solemn  contract  iuito  which 
they  had  ^tered  with  the  United  States  under 
this  law. 

Ur.  Wbbsteb,  having  obtfuned  and  examined 
the  act  of  1816,  said :  The  honorable  member 
ftvm  Pennsylvania  has  been  kind  enough  to  say 
that  I  do  not  often  get  into  difficulties  in 
debate,  and  that,  when  I  do,  I  generally  extri- 
cate myself  better  than  I  have  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  partakes  in  the  supposed 
triumph  of  his  friend  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
W.,)  in  having  proved  me  incorrect  when  I  said 
that  this  Gfovemment  had  never  issued  such 
p^r  money  as  the  Secretary  has  now  recom- 
mended. Now,  rar,  althou^  I  am  pleased  to 
see  tiie  happiness  which  the  gentleman  eidoys, 
yet  I  believe  I  must  AaA  It  a  little.  Host 
assuredly,  nr,  it  anth<nizes  no  such  paper  as  is 
now  proposed.  I  was  persuaded  it  could  not, 
as  I  have  a  pret^  good  recollection  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  on  such  subjects  at  that 
time. 

The  law  of  1616  authorized  the  issue  of  two 
classes  of  Treasury  notes:  Ist.  Such  as  bore 
no  interest,  but  which,  the  very  hour  they  were 
issued,  might  be  ftmded  in  a  7  per  cent  stock, 
to  be  redeemed  like  other  stocks  of  the  Govern- 
ment 3d.  Treasury  notes  bearing  an  interest 
of  five  and  two-fifUis  per  cent,  capable  of  being 
ftmded  in  like  manner,  in  a  6  per  cent  stock. 
These  stocks  were  to  be  Issued  on  applioidion 
by  any  commissioner  of  the  revenue  in  any 
^te.  Now,  what  comparison  is  therebetween 
either  of  these  classes  of  Treasury  notes  and 
those  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  which 
hear  no  interest  and  for  which  no  fixed  redemp- 
tion is  provided ! 

I  affirm  ag^,  therefore,  nr,  all  that  I  have 
said,  namely,  that  the  notes  recommended  by 
the  Seoretsjy  are  regular  paper  issues,  like  the 
old  emissions  of  Congress  and  the  States  before 
the  adoption  of  the  present  constitntion ;  and 
that  no  precedent  has  been  found  for  them,  and 
I  am  sure  none  can  be  found,  in  the  practice 
of  tUs  6oT«mment 

Hr.  BiroHASAN  said  he  did  not  think  the 
Senator  with  all  bis  ingenuity,  had  got  out  of 
the  diffionlty.  Under  the  section  of  the  law 
of  1816,  whfoh  he  had  Just  read,  Treasnry  notes 
were  to  be  issued  ^thont  interest ;  they  were 
to  circulate  as  a  currency  without  interest; 
they  ndght  c(mt^ne  to  oirculate  for  years 
without  interest.  It  did  not  alter  the  case  that 
the  holder  of  them  above  a  certidu  amount  had 
the  privilege  of  fanding  them,  and  converting 
them  into  a  stock  bearing  interest  This  In- 
terest did  not  commence  ftom  the  date  of  their 
issue,  but  from  the  time  they  were  funded. 
All  the  time  they  remained  in  circulation,  tiiey 
were  Treanuy  netes  without  interest.  Tfaey 
were  what  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had 
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supposed  never  was  issued  under  the  present 
constitution.  Mr.  B.,  however,  agreed  with  the 
Senator  that  at  this  time  no  Treasury  notes 
oaght  to  be  issned  which  did  not  bear  interest. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  he  was  decidedly  of 
the  impression  that,  under  the  circumstaiices 
of  the  case,  this  postponement  ongfet  to  he 
made.  The  object  oi  the  deposit  law  was  to 
draw  the  revenue  out  of  liie  grasp  of  the  Gov- 
ernment^ and  to  restore  it  to  those  to  whom  it 
onght  to  he  restored.  And  now,  when  there 
was  no  rarplns,  it  was  not  contrary  to  the  pur- 
pose of  that  law  to  withhold  it.  But  the  re- 
^ffludbility  of  doing  so  wonid  rest  on  gentle- 
men of  the  administration  and  those  of  the 
opposition  who  made  last  year  the  extravagant 
appropriations  of  thirty-two  millions,  exceeding 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
They  were  then  told  of  the  folly  of  rusing  the 
revenue,  and  of  raising  the  disbursements.  The 
result  now  was,  that  the  Government  was  bank- 
mpt  Wera  they  never  to  look  ahead,  and  see 
the  difficoUies  that  threatened  them  ? 

Another  era  had  now  arisen.  They  had  got 
through  with  the  surplus,  and  Hr.  0.  trusted 
th^were  tbrongh  witn  the  eztiraTagant  appro- 
priations. If  they  did  not  economize  and  re- 
trench, he  saw  a  new  age  commencing— perhaps 
that  of  Treasury  notes — when  the  compromise 
act  would  be  annulled,  and  the  high  tariff  re- 
vived. But  Mr.  0.  would  agree  that  the  fourth 
deposit  should  be  withheld,  since  that  law  had 
fulfilled  its  mun  purpose,  and  since  a  new  series 
of  extravagances  was  now  to  arise  unless  they 
kept  &  good  lookout 

Mr.  Waxxer  moved  an  adjournment ;  when, 
a  division  being  called  for,  the  Senate  refused 
to  aiyoam. 

Mr.  BucHAKAir  then  rose  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, if  in  order ;  the  olject  of  which  was  to 
take  1^  trcm  tiie  Secretary  the  responsibility 
of  caning  npon  the  States,  and  to  repose  this 
reqmnsibility  where  he  (Mr.  6.)  thought  it 
should  be— namely,  in  Congress.  For  this 
purpose  he  proposed  to  insert  "provided  the 
three  first  insttuments  already  paid  do  remain 
<m  deposit  until  farther  directed  by  Congress." 

Mr.  KiLBS  sud  he  must  a^  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment,  and  was  sorry  it  had 
been  offered.  If  it  was  to  be  fuUy  considered, 
it  would  renew  the  debate  on  the  deposit  act, 
as  it  went  to  change  the  essential  principles 
and  terms  of  that  act  A  minority  of  those 
who  voted  for  that  act,  about  wMch  there  had 
been  so  much  and  so  much  misrepresmta- 
tion,  had  proferaed  to  ngBxi  it— and  he  could 
not  doubt  that  at  the  time  they  did  so  regard  it 
— as  simply  a  deposit  law ;  as  merely  changing 
'ttie  place  of  deposit  firom  the  banks  to  the 
Statra,  so  far  as  related  to  the  surplus.  The 
money  was  still  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  and  lia- 
ble to  l>e  drawn  out  with  certain  limitations 
and  restrictions,  by  the  ordinary  appropriation 
laws,  withoat  the  direct  action  of  Congress. 
The  amendment^  if  adopted,  will  change  the 
prind^es  of  the  depo^  act,  and  the  caadition 
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of  the  money  deposited  with  the  States  under 
it  It  will  no  longer  be  a  depo«t ;  it  will  not 
be  in  the  Treasury,  even  in  point  of  legal  effect 
or  form :  the  deposit  will  be  changed  to  a  loan, 
or,  perb^s  more  properly,  a  grant  to  the 
States.  The  rights  of  the  United  States  will 
be  changed  to  a  mere  claim,  like  that  agaiast 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and  a 
claun  without  any  means  to  enforce  it  ITe 
were  diatged,  at  the  time,  of  making  a  distri- 
bution of  the  public  revenue  to  the  States^  ia 
the  di^uise  and  form  of  a  depoiat ;  and  this 
amendment,  it  appeared  to  bim,  would  be  a 
very  bold  step  towards  confirming  the  truth  ol 
that  charged  He  deemed  the  amendment  an 
important  one,  and  highly  objectionable ;  but 
he  saw  that  the  Senate  were  prepared  to  adopt 
it,  and  he  would  not  pursue  the  disQussttm,  bnt 
content  himself  with  repeating  his  requert  tar 
the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said  he  bad  not  ima^ned  this 
amendment  would  meet  with  opporalion.  He 
wished  to  know  if  it  was  ri{^t  and  proper  that 
the  Secretary  should  be  made  re^onsiUe  far 
not  cidling  nixm  the  States  for  this  mon^,  as  the 
law  required  him  to  do  ?  The  omdition  of  the 
States  was  such  that  the  Secretary  cannot  make 
such  call  upon  them.  He  (Mr,  B.)  was  there- 
fore dewrous  to  relieve  him  from  this  embar- 
rassment The  substituting  Congress  instead 
of  the  Secretary  would  not,  Mr.  B.  liou^t, 
make  any  change  in  the  nature  of  the  fond. 

Mr.  Calhoitn  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
proposed  amendment  It  was  due  to  the  States 
in  t^eir  sovereign  capacity  not  to  sulgeot  theai- 
selves  to  be  c^ed  upon  for  the  numey  hj  any 
other  authority  than  Congresa. 

Tbe  question  was  thai  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment oftSered  by  Ur.  Buchanan  ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  called  for,  were  as  follows : 

Teas.— Messrs,  Allen,  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Bo- 
cbuuui,  Cslhoan,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  F^^too, 
Grondy,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nlchdas,  Norrell,  Prw- 
ton.  Bobbins,  Bobinsoo,  Serier,  Smith  of  IndioM, 
Southard,  Strange,  Swift,  Talhnaidge,  Wall,  Wrfjster, 
White,  WiUiama,  Toung— 83. 

Nats.— MesBTS.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hub- 
bard, Niles,  Fierce,  Rives,  Roane,  Bugles,  8id^  of 
Connecticut,  l^pton.  Walker,  Wright— 12. 

Fbidat,  September  16. 
Iburth  Instalment. 
The  Mil  to  pcwtpone  indefinitely  tbe  pmnent 
of  the  fonrUi  butalment  of  tibe  deport  oifl,  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  the  question  b^g  np«i 
its  passage, 

Mr.  Pbeston,  of  South  Cardina,  awd:  My 
opinion  decidedly  is,  that  the  eatmfaderit  hu 
not  arrived  for  Congress  to  encroach  upon  tbe 
fund  set  aside  for  depo«t  with  the  States ;  and 
I  farther  am  of  opinion  that,  even  if  it  had  now 
arrived,  yet  this  is  not  the  course  by  which  we 
shall  best  consult  the  interests  of  the  eoanti7| 
in  attempting  to  bring  reUef  to  the  Treasury, 
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Let  us  briefly  consider  the  history  of  the 
d^>o>it  act  That  act  was  passed  contempo- 
noeoosly  with  other  acta  of  moKt  prodigal 
eipenditore.  We  had  a  saplos  which  we  knew 
not  how  to  dispose  of.  To  expend — to  get  rid 
at  ma  OTerflowing  ^nds — was  then  the  order 
{i  the  iBj.  We  were  in  the  fbU  tide  of  an 
inampidoas  prosperi^,  and  the  departments 
vcnatimnlated  and  goaded  on  to  find  ont  how 
nmidi  tiiey  oonld  ap^id,  while  the  m^ority  in 
OoDgren  seemed  to  be  employed  in  fining  ont 
bov  much  they  conld  give.  The  departments 
wkaH  for  twenty  millions ;  and  Oongress,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  snrplns,  ontatrippecTeTen  their 
extangaiit  demands,  and  gave  them  thirty 
ndllions.  Then  it  was,  sir,  that  this  deposit 
bOl  was  or^inated.  It  went  hand  in  band  with 
bills  of  the  moat  eztraragant  and  prodigal  ex- 
penditare. 

Kov,  lor,  nnder  these  cinmmstaDces,  when 
we  give  so  prodigally  to  the  departments,  at 
a  time  of  hwt  prices,  it  is  well  worth  oar  wnile 
to  inqpira  whwier  the  time  baa  not  arrived  to 
lap  manA  eutail  from  our  expenditure,  rather 
tnu  to  wkhhold  this  insttument  from  the 
States.  I  am  of  opinion  we  might  save  the 
idee  millions  d  this  instalment  by  cortailiog 
the  extravagant  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
nwDta,  and  ao  pay  the  instahnent — not  by  dis- 
tresm^  the  States  in  withholding  it,  bat  by 
introducing  a  wholesome  measure  of  retrench- 
nwnt  in  the  expenditure  of  Government. 

Tliia,  rir,  is  tne  gronnd  I  take :  namely,  that 
it  would  be  far  better  to  cnrtail  onr  expenditore 
than  to  stop  the  payment  of  tins  instalment. 

Again,  I  would  ask,  does  the  proposition  con- 
tained ia  this  bill  go  to  relieve  in  any  manner 
the  pressure  npon  the  people?  Kot  in  the 
leasts  dr.  Keitner  will  the  Government  plaoe 
itHlf  m  Amds  by  the  operaUon  of  this  law. 
The  banks  have  laid  violent  hands  on  the  de- 
posits ;  they  will  pay  them  no  longer  in  the 
mediopi  they  were  expected  to  pay  them  in. 
Of  what  use,  then,  will  this  bill  oe  to  Govem- 
mrat  t  The  money  is  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  the  wildest  enthosiaat  in  favor  of  this 
meanire  woold  not  go  so  for  as  to  say  that  by 
the  mere  fiat  of  this  body  a  bill  such  as  thb  is 
Koing  to  fill  the  country  with  gold  and  silver. 
We  have  not  got  the  magician's  wand,  by  one 
touch  of  which  we  can  make  the  gold  come 
forth  from  its  hiding  places.  We  may  call, 
bdeed,  by  onr  enactments,  the  spirits  from  the 
wfy  deep ;  bnt  will  they  rome  when  we  do 
eaD  tbemt  Will  money  be  obtained  for  the 
GowDraent  when  you  pass  this  law?  Ko, 
iir;  we  all  know -that  iMs  bill  will  bring  no 
uoMy  into  the  Treasury. 

It  woold  be  better,  therefore,  nnder  snch  cir- 
omstanoea,  to  let  the  law  go  on,  and  let  the 
States  receive  the  whole  of  the  deposit.  The 
States,  sir,  are  willing  to  take  the  instalment  in 
the  only  medium  in  which  the  State  institutions 
are  able  to  pay  it.  Hey  are  not  going,  at  this 
criss,  to  clamor  for  a  hard-money  currency. 
They  will  be  satined  with  receiving  the  State 


currency — their  own  domestic  currencjr.  But 
the  President  says  "  no ; "  and  by  passmg  this 
bill,  according  to  his  recommendation,  you  will 
not  let  them  receive  a  currency  which  they 
are  willing  to  receive.  The  amount  of  the 
instalment  now  in  the  banks  would  be  useful, 
in  that  currency,  to  them,  for  they  would  gladly 
receive  it;  bnt  it  will  be  of  no  use  whatever 
to  the  Government,  for  the  Government  will 
not  reoeive  it  Then,  su-,  if  I  may  use  a  homely 
similitude,  by  such  an  enactment  as  this  yon 
act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the  manger — ^yoQ 
will  not  take  the  money  of  the  States  your- 
selves, and  yon  Will  not  let  them  have  it,  though 
tbey  wish  to  receive  it.  Is  this  a  noble,  or 
even  a  politic  proceeding  ?  Is  this  your  reform- 
ing the  currency  ?  Is  this  aiding  and  relieving 
the  embarrassments  of  the  people,  to  stamp  a 
bad  name  npon  their  currency,  to  refuse  to 
receive  it  yourselves,  to  pass  laws  fixing  a  stig- 
ma upon  it,  and  then  to  forbid  others  to  re- 
ceive it  ? 

Again,  sir:  tliere  is  another  view  which  I 
think  ooght  to  be  taken  of  this  subject ;  and, 
bad  it  received  its  due  consideration,  snch  4 
measure  as  this  could  surely  never  have  been 
proposed.  In  fifteen  days  from  now,  this  in- 
stalment will  be  due  to  the  States.  They  have 
already  made  their  dispomtion  of  tiie  monej^ 
It  bos  been  disposed  of  in  various  contracts, 
and  been  directed  to  various  great  and  useful 
purposes;  and  now,  suddenly,  at  this  short 
notice,  the  expected  sum — the  sum  which  the 
law  had  pledged  to  them — is,  by  another  law, 
to  be  withheld.  But,  by  the  terms  of  the 
deposit  law,  a  specific  time  was  fixed  npon  and 
accorded  to  the  States,  in  which  the  States 
were  to  have  noUce  of  any  demand  to  be  made 
m>on  them  for  the  sum  deposited.  By  the  law, 
therefore,  they  are  entitied  to  ft  notice  before 
this  fourth  instalment  can  be  withdrawn  from 
them — for  they  have  already  expended  It ;  and 
this  bill  to  witbhold  it  is  equivalent  in  its  action 
to  taking  back  the  money  ftom  them,  witiiont 
the  notice  which  the  law  provided  for. 

Mr.  Crittendbn,  of  Kentucky,  eaid  he  fully 
concurred  in  the  views  just  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Kr.  Fbbstoit.) 
In  the  State  which  he  came  from,  he  said,  the 
general  opinion  was  that  retrenchment  was 
wanting,  and  ought  to  be  exercised  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
profusion  to  which  they  were  becoming  hablto- 
ated  it  was  time  should  be  checked,  and  he  pir. 
0.)  agreed  with  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pebston,)  that  now  was  the 
time,  if  ever,  to  put  in  force  such  a  neceasary 
retrenchment.  He  (Mr.  0.)  could  not  well  un- 
derstand the  reason  why  any  other  coarse  should 
be  resorted  to ;  for  it  clearly  appeared  to  him 
that,  by  proper  retreuchment  in  the  expeudi tares 
of  Goverumentt  enough,  and  more  than  enough, 
might  be  curtailed  from  itssuperfinous  disburse- 
ments to  make  up  the  amount  which  the  pay- 
ment of  this  instfllmeut  would  require. 

Ur.  Bbows  said :  In  addition  to  the  argu- 
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ments  which  had  alreadr  been  urged,  and  which 
to  his  mind  were  oonclaBire,  in  favor  of  with- 
holding the  fourth  instalment  payable  to  the 
severtu  States  on  the  Ist  of  October,  under  the 
deposit  act,  another  argnnient,  entitled  to  still 
more  weighty  consideration,  had  decided  his 
mind  in  favor  of  that  course.  If  we  refose  to 
■pass  the  bill  having  that  olnect  in  view,  the 
obligation  will  nnavoidably  devolve  on  Oon< 
gress  to  provide  the  means  to  meet  the  paymmt 
of  the  instalment  which  will  otherwise  become 
doe  to  the  States,  the  available  means  of  the 
Treasury  being  inadeqaate  for  that  purpoae. 
Now  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  ace  in  any  part  of 
the  ooDstitutioD  the  power  to  raise  money,  and, 
of  neces^ty,  the  power  to  t&z  our  constituents 
to  pay  the  money  thas  raised,  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  depositiiig  it  in  the  treasuries  of 
the  several  States.  The  power  to  raise  money 
was  limited  to  the  objects  and  duties  with  which 
the  General  Government  was  charged  by  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  in  no  part  of  that  instrument  was 
the  power  to  be  found,  either  by  express  grant  or 
fanplioatioD,  to  raise  it  for  any  soeh  purpose.  It 
could  not  be  pretended  that  to  raise  money  for 
anoh  purpose  was  to  carry  into  effect  any  power 
belonging  to  the  General  Government  To  his 
mind^  therefore,  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
oonstitntion  to  exercise  encn  power,  which  they 
vnqnestionably  would  have  to  do,  in  providing 
ttie  means  to  meet  the  remaining  instalment 
if  its  payment  should  not  be  postponed.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  the  deposit  of  a  surplus  in 
the  State  treasuries  which  already  existed,  and 
the  power  to  raise  money  for  tiie  sole  pur- 
pose of  thus  depositing  it  It  was  in  that  point 
of  view  that  he  deemed  tlie  deposit  act  of  last 
Tear  JnsUflable ;  that  act  had,  in  the  course  of 
its  execution,  exhanstod  the  sarplns,  which  was 
the  tme  object  Congress  had  in  view  in  pasring 
it ;  and,  having  fulfilled  its  great  end,  fie  was 
of  opinion  its  farther  operation  should  now 
cease.  He  thooght  the  gentieman  from  South 
Carolina  (Ur.  PitEaTON)  would  have  much 
dLfflonlt?  in  reconciling  tiie  vote  which  he  had 
announced  his  intention  to  give  on  this  qnestion, 
with  the  doctrines  of  a  strict  construction  of 
the  coDStitation,  of  which  he  had  heretofore 
professed  himself  a  zealous  advocate.  He  called 
on  that  gentleman  to  show  what  constitutional 
authority  Congress  had  to  pass  a  law  raising 
money,  not  in  execution  of  any  of  its  conceded 

Sowers,  but  for  the  avowed  porpose  of  being 
eposited  with  the  States. 
Besides  the  constitational  objection  to  raising 
money  for  the  purpose  of  depositiug  it  with 
the  Statea,  the  nnavoldable  consequence  of  pro- 
viding far  the  ptqrment  of  the  remaining  instal- 
ment to  them  would  be  to  lay  the  foundation 
of  a  new  national  debt ;  than  which  nothing, 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  preposterous, 
when  resorted  to  for  the  unanthorized  purpose 
of  dividtDg  money  among  the  States.  He 
wonld  in  no  event  vote  for  any  measure  leading 
to  the  creation  of  a  national  debt,  unless  it 
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coold  be  made  to  appear  indispensable  to  aid 
the  Govemmeut  in  the  performance  of  its 
lentimate  functions. 

Mr.  Walkeb  said :  Disguise  it  as  we  may,  the 
refusal  to  pass  this  bill  is  a  detenniDalion  on 
our  part  to  borrow  more  tlmn  nine  millions  of 
dollars  .od  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  to 
be  dq^sited  for  safekeeping  with  the  States  (tf 
this  Union.  The  constitution  authorises  w  ta 
b<nTow  monej  on  the.  credit  of  the  Uiuted 
States— but  for  what  ol^ectt  Clearly  for  no 
other  than  to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  dele- 
gated by  the  constitation.  Bat  that  this  Gov- 
ernment could  borrow  millions,  wititumt  lim^ 
tion  as  to  the  amount,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
positing it  with,  or  distributing  it  amouff,  the 
•States,  was  to  clothe  this  Government  with  the 
most  alarming  and  despotic  powers.  If  this 
Government  can  make  snch  a  loan  for  each  a 
purpose,  the  taxing  power  is  unlimited ;  for  by 
taxes  oidy  can  it  raise  the  money  to  refund 
what  it  has  borrowed.  Mr.  W.  said  he  was 
one  of  a  small  minorit7  of  six  in  the  Senate 
who  had  voted  against  this  depodt  hilL  He 
had  then  predicted  the  disastrous  couscqoenoei 
that  he  thought  would  follow  from  the  pisaiM 
of  this  hill ;  and  his  worst  fears  would  fie  real- 
ized, if  now,  when  there  was  a  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  wnenmany  of  thepubliccreditotishad 
to  be  paid  in  protested  drafts  on  broken  baiiks,a 
surplus  was  created  by  loans,  for  the  purpote 
of  distributing  among  the  States  of  the  Umos. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  well  knew  the  voracioos 
character  of  the  surplus  spirit;  that  it  VM 
ready  to  keep  up  the  tariff,  to  keep  up  the  priw 
of  the  public  lands,  and  to  refuse  all  relief  to  tbe 
settlers  of  the  West,  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing a  surplus  for  distribution ;  but  he  oooid 
scarcely  have  believed  that  now,  when  we  must 
in  any  event  replenish,  bj  loans,  an  exhumed 
Treasury,  new  loans  would  be  asked  for  to  the 
amount  of  nine  millions  fordistribotion — loons 
to  be  reftmded,  if  not  from  the  lands  of  the 
West,  from  the  tariff;  by  which  Misds^ipi, 
now  nearly  the  greatest  exporting  State  of  this 
Union,  wut  receive  but  about  one-fourth  M 
mudb  as  she  will  be  compelled  to  refund  by  the 
operation  of  the  tariff— reducing  the  price  of 
her  great  staple,  to  enrich  the  inoorponted 
mon^olists  of  other  sections  of  the  Union. 
Mr.  W.  said  he  must  be  blind  indeed,  who  did 
not  perceive  that  to  raise,  by  loans,  nine  mil- 
lions for  depoHt  with  the  States,  is,  to  the  extent 
of  nine  miUions;  to  render  it  necessary  to  sag- 
ment  the  tariff.  It  is  true,  we  talk  of  getU^ 
back  this  money  from  the  States;  whilst  a 
majority  of  the  Senate — as  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought 
most  unwisely — ^have  just  taken  from  theSem* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  the  an&ority  which  be 
possessed,  under  the  deposit  act,  to  call  upon 
the  Stat^  to  refond  any  portion  of  the  money 
already  deposited.  And  now  he  (Mr.  W.)  pre- 
dicted that  Congress  never  wotud  make  any 
requisition  upon  Uie  States  for  this  money,  hut 
that,  when  it  was  wanted,  the  South  woald  be 
compelled  to  raise  it  through  the  operation  ot 
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tiie  teriffi  Ooold  any  man  doobt  this  nenlt, 
■when  so  bold  an  effort  was  now  made  to  induce 
the  GoTemment  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the 
last  instiUment  to  the  States  ? 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  the  passage  of 
the  l>iD|  and  dedded  as  fouows : 

Tkas. — ^Heasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Black,  Broirn,  Bu- 
Calhoon,  Clay  (k  A^hmw^^  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Habbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Kin^  of  Georpa,  Lion, 
McKeau,  Morris,  Niles,  Pierce.  RiTce,  Roane,  Robin- 
•an,  Ragries,  Serier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Wdker/WaU,  WiUiamB,  Wright— 28. 

Nats.— Hessn.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Eeotudcy,  Clay- 
ton, Oittenden,  Kent,  Enigfat,  Nidiolas,  NorreU, 
PrtsUHi,  Robbiu,  Smi^  of  Indiana,  SouUiard,  Swiil, 
TaUmadge,  Webster,  White,  Yoang— 17. 

So  the  1^  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  B^naentatiTes. 

The  bill  anthoriang  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes  was  taken  ap  as  in  Oomiltuttee  of  the 

whoi& 

Kr.  WmoBT  moTed  to  £11  ap  the  first  blank 
in  the  bill  with  the  word  "  ten,"  thereby  mak- 
ing the  amoant  of  notes  to  be  issned  ten  mil- 
Ikxis  of  dollars. 

Mr.  W.  eaid  that  it  had  not  been  possible  for 
the  committee  to  know  the  amoant  of  tiie  notes 
necessary  ontil  aoUon  had  been  bad  on  the  bUl 
to  pofltpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States ; 
which  bin  faaTing  now  passed  the  Senate,  he 
was  aUe  to  fill  ap  the  blank.  He  had  had  an  in- 
terriew  on  the  anbiect  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaory,  and  he  bad  learned  from  that  officer 
that,  on  the  snppo^tton  that  no  more  extension 
would  be  granted  than  was  proposed  by  tiie 
t»H  for  extending  the  duty  bonds,  he  had 
thought  the  som  of  eight  roillions  would  be 
sufficient  This  was,  however,  on  the  suppon- 
tiott  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  wonld 
pay  in  October  the  instalment  then  due  to  the 
Government  by  that  institution.  But  it  was 
understood  by  the  Secretary  and  the  committee 
that  this  would  not  be  done,  that  bank  having 
faonght  op  l^aasnrr  drafts  issoed  In  July  for 
the  payment  of  tue  third  instalment  to  the 
States,  and  intendii^  to  give  in  these  drafts  in 
payment  of  the  in^tlment  then  due  ftom  the 
bank.  This  being  the  case,  the  Secretaiy 
w<HiId  require  that  the  blank  be  filled  up  with 
nine  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
and  therefore,  on  this  calculation,  the  committee 
had  instructed  him  (Mr.  W.)  to  move  for  ten 
millions. 

Mr.  Out,  of  Kentucky,  was  very  desirous 
of  obtmning  more  full  information  relating  to 
one  point ;  and  that  was,  tbat  as  a  bill  had 
now  passed  the  Senate  for  arresting  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  to  the  States,  and  since 
the  ftmd  intended  for  the  use  of  tiie  States  was 
now  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  Government, 
if  it  was  inturaed  to  employ  the  ibnds  in  the 
banka  befi»e  being  reduced  in  some  way  or 
odur  to  a  spede  bad%  whether  Oovermnent 
intended  1)7  taws  passed,  or  to  be  paased— such, 


for  ezm^  as  a  bankrupt  law—to  fiMroe  the 
CMiverdai  of  the  fhnds  now  in  the  banks  into 
metal,  and  then  throw  the  sum  thus  obtained 
from  the  banks  into  the  Treasury,  there  to  lie 
without  being  used  I  His  inquiry  was  not,  he 
thought,  useless,  since  it  must  be  evident  that 
the  amotmt  of  the  blank  most  depend  upon  the 
availability  of  the  funds  in  the  banks. 

Mr.  Wbioht  sud  it  had  been  ascertained,  and 
was  so  stared  in  the  Secretary's  report,  that  all 
the  money  in  the  banks  subject  to  draft  on  the 
28th  of  August  last  amounted  only  to  eight 
million  one  hundred  and  uxty-six  thousand 
doUaxs.  Oat  of  that  sum  the  expenses  for  the 
month  of  September  were  to  be  taken,  whidi 
would  leave  the  stmi  rednoed  to  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  by  the  Ist  of  October. 
But,  if  the  ontstanding  drafts  t^ould  come  in 
on  the  Treasniy,  (many  of  them  being  protest- 
ed,) in  tbat  case  the  av^lal^le  amount  would 
still  be  diminished,  and  the  Treasury  would  be 
in  want  of  means.  There  were,  therefore,  no 
ready  means  without  the  aasstance  oi  Oon- 
gress.  In  all  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  money  in 
the  banks  had  for  the  most  part  been  with- 
drawn, (only  a  small  sum  snbject  to  drafts  being 
with  them — say  lens  than  a  million,)  and  cred- 
itors were  not  willing  to  recdve  ^afts  upon 
the  South-western  ba:^s,  where  now  almost  all 
the  funds  in  deposit  with  banks  were  placed. 

Such  b^ng  the  case,  and  suoh  the  amount 
of  unavaOaUe  money,  the  ot;}eot  of  Issoing 
Treasury  notes  watf  to  anticipate  the  fbnds  in 
deposit  with  the  bsnks  until  Oongress  should 
say  how  those  funds  were  to  be  made  available. 
The  Oommittee  on  finance  had  reported  a  bill 
giving  to  those  banks  intervals  of  two,  five,  and 
eight  months  in  whidi  to  pay  the  sums  due ; 
dividing  the  balance  in  their  lumds  into  three 
instalments.  Ag^:  the  extension  granted 
already,  and  proposed  still  to  be  granted,  on 
bonds,  would  diminish  the  means  of  the  Treaa- 
ury ;  from  all  which  oonradeiwQons,  the  iwne 
of  these  notes  was  rendered  neoessary  to  meet 
the  onrreut  expenses. 

Hr.  Out,  of  Eentnoty,  pnrfbned  himself 
greaty  obliged  by  the  valuable  information 
communicated  by  the  honorable  Senator,  0£r. 
Wbioht  ;)  but  he  still  felt  that  the  inqniiy 
which  he  had  wished  to  make  was  not  yet 
answered.  He  meant  to  inqnire  if  the  money 
in  the  banks  was  to  be  used  as  bank  notes,  or 
if  the  banks  were  to  be  compelled  to  pay  them' 
in  specie ;  and  then,  if  these  fhnds  were  to  be 
left  idle? 

Mr.  Weight,  in  reply,  sud  they  would  not 
be  used  as  bank-notes  unless  the  law  should 
authorize  them  so  to  be  used. 

Hr.  Out  :  Then  it  comes  to  this :  we  have 
passed  a  bill  to  take  funds  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  who  would  have  been  0ad  to  nae  them, 
to  pat  them  into  the  hands  d  otims  who  reAiae 
to  acknowledge  and  make  use  of  than.  The 
States  would  have  been  glad  to  receive  this 
money  in  Hhe  shwe  of  bank-4u>tes,  and  we 
have  taken  it  from  than.  Ag^:  Goverament 
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lefiiBes  to  call  them  ftrncU  in  that  shape ;  snA 
to  GoTernmeiit  we  have  now  made  them  over 
by  the  bin  Jnet  passed  I  And  as  GovenmieEt, 
thongh  it  reoeiTea  those  flmds,  and  preTents 
th^  being  paid  to  the  Statee,  will  not  acdaiowl- 
edge  them  as  ftmds,  there  Is  a  defloienc7  eidst- 
iDg ;  and  this  defioienoy  is  to  be  sripplied  by 
isniing  Treasnry  notes,  in  order  that  GoTem- 
ment  may  be  able  to  get  along.  ^  That  is  to 
say,  Oovemment  will  oot  receive  the  paper  of 
the  country,  and  is  about  to  create  a  paper  of 
its  own,  which  the  conntry  is  expected  to  re- 
ceive I  And  thos,  all  the  promises  whicb  have 
been  made  to  ns  of  the  flowiDg  of  gold  and 
etlTer  all  over  the  eonntry^-these  promises  of  a 
better  oorrency  result  in  the  Issae  of  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money  I 


UoinuT,  S^tember  18. 

Hi.  Bins  gave  notioe  that  he  dioold  to- 
mmrow  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  UU  dedgnating 
the  ftinds  to  be  received  by  Govermnent  in 
pOTment  of  public  dnee. 

Mr.  B.  observed,  that  he  had,  on  a  former 
day,  intim^ed  his  intention  of  proposing  a  bill 
of  this  description  himself,  in  the  event  that 
no  similar  bill  shoold  be  reported  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  finance.  He  viewed  the  neglect  of 
this  highly  impcnrtant  subject  likely  to  be  of 
aoch  serious  conse^neDoe  to  the  commnnity  at 
large,  that  he  felt  himself  bonnd  to  act  on  the 
oooaocm.  by  brin(^  in  a  Ull  oaleolated  to  do 
Jo^ioe  to  uie  pe^de  in  fUs  partiedlar. 

H^eetnuy  Kotet. 

The  bOllbr  the  ime  of  Treunry  notes  hav- 
ing been  po8tp<med  to  this  day,  in  order  to  give 
Ur.  Oalhottv  an  opportimity  of  preparing  an 
amendment,  and  of  offering  bis  sentiments 
generally  npon  the  subject,  was  now  resumed 
uy  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Oajlboitv,  after  a  general  -view  of  the 
state  of  the  oonntry  and  of  the  canses  which 
prodnced  the  distress,  and  of  a  national  bank 
ud  local  banks,  as  ftmishers  of  otureney,  went 
(m  to  nay: 

In  sinvcnrting  the  bank  of  1616,  I  openly 
dedared  Uiat,  as  a  question  de  n<m^  I  woud  be 
deradedly  against  the  bank,  and  would  be  the 
last  to  give  It  my  sapport  I  also  stated  that, 
in  sapporting  the  bwk  then,  I  yielded  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case,  growing  oat  of  the  then 
ezlBtiiig  and  long-establiBhed  connection  be- 
tween tibe  Government  and  the  banking  system. 
I  took  the  gronnd,  even  at  that  early  period, 
that  so  long  as  the  connei^on  existed,  so  long 
as  the  Government  received  and  pud  away 
bank-notes  as  money,  they  were  bonnd  to  regu- 
late their  value,  and  had  no  alternative  but  uie 
establishment  of  a  national  bank. 

I  found  the  connection  in  existence  and 
estaUished  before  my  timck  and  over  which  I 
eonld  have  no  oontnd,  I  yielded  to  the  neoes- 
rity,  in  ordw  to  ooirect  the  disordned  state 
the  onrrenoyf  whidi  bad  £dlen  extdnriTaly  tm- 


[BarTMnm,  18S7. 

der  the  control  of  the  States.  I  yielded  to 
what  I  could  not  reverse,  jost  as  any  member 
of  the  Senate  now  would,  who  miofat  believe 
that  Louidana  was  nnoonsatutionally  admitted 
into  tibe  tTnion,  but  who  would,  nevertbetleas, 
feel  compelled  to  vote  to  extend  the  laws  to 
that  State,  as  one  of  its  members,  on  the  gronnd 
that  its  fumisdon  was  an  act^  whether  constl- 
tulional  or  nnconstitutional,  which  he  could 
not  reverse. 

In  1884  I  acted  In  conformity  to  Che  same 
principle,  in  proposing  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter  for  a  short  period.  My  object,  as  ex- 
pressly avowed,  was  to  use  the  bank  to  break 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  bauldng  system  gradually,  in  order  to  avert 
the  catastrophe  whidi  has  now  befidlen  ns,  and 
whidi  I  then  dearly  perceived.  But  &e  otm- 
nectidn,  which  I  bwieved  to  be  Inevw^le  in 
1816,  has  now  been  brotoi  by  crporation  of  law. 
It  Is  now  an  open  question.  I  wel  myself  free, 
for  the  first  time,  to  choose  my  oouree  on  tbia 
important  subject ;  and,  in  opposn^  a  bank,  I 
act  in  conformity  to  principles  wmch  I  have 
entertained  ever  dnoel  have  Mty  inveat^sted 
the  subject. 

But  my  opposition  to  a  rennion  with  the 
banks  is  not  confined  to  objections  limited  to  a 
national  or  State  banks.  It  goes  beyond,  and 
comprehends  others  of  a  more  general  nature^ 
relating  to  the  currency,  which  to  me  are  de- 
cisive. I  am  of  the  impresaon  that  the  con- 
nection has  a  most  pemldoua  infinenoe  over 
bank  currency ;  that  it  tends  to  disturb  that 
stability  and  nnlformily  of  value  which  ia  es- 
sential to  a  sound  currency ;  and  is  among  the 
leading  causes  of  that  tendency  to  expsjarion 
and  contraction,  which  experience  has  ahown 
is  incident  to  bank-notes  as  a  currency.  Thc^ 
are,  in  my  opinion,  at  best,  without  the  requi- 
site qualities  to  constitute  a  currency,  even 
when  unconnected  with  the  GU>vemraeot ;  and 
are  donbly  disqualified  by  reason  of  that  con- 
nection, which  subjects  them  to  sudden  expan- 
sions and  contractions,  and  exposes  tb^  to 
fatal  catastrophes,  sudi  as  the  present 

I  will  explain  my  views.  A  bank-note  dr- 
culates  iH>t  merdy  <hi  account  of  the  cre^t  of 
the  Institution  by  wbidi  it  is  issued,  but  becaose 
Oovennnait  reodves  It  like  gdd  and  diver  in 
an  its  dnes,  and  tiius  adds  its  own  credit  to  that 
of  the  bank.  It,  in  fact,  virtually  endOTsea  on 
the  note  of  every  spede-paying  bank,  "  reodv- 
able  by  the  Government  tn  its  dues."  To  un- 
derstand how  greatly  this  adds  to  the  circula- 
tion of  bank-notes,  we  must  remember  that 
Gkivernment  is  the  great  money-dealer  cS  the 
country,  and  the  holder  of  immense  public 
domdns ;  and  that  it  has  the  power  of  creating 
a  demand  against  every  citizen,  as  high  as  it 
pleases,  in  the  shape  of  a  tax,  or  doty,  which 
can  be  discharged,  as  the  law  now  is,  only  "bj 
bank-notes  or  gold  and  dlv^.  This,  «  coarse^ 
cannot  but  add  greatly  to  the  cre^t  of  bank- 
notes, and  contribute  mudi  to  thdr  droulatiai, 
thongh  it  may  be  difficult  to  determine,  with 
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BBj-  precision,  to  what  extent.   It  certainly  is 
▼ery  great.   For  why  is  it  that  an  indivtdoiu  of 
the  fint  wedit^  whose  respainbilitj  is  so  in- 
di^mtable  that  his  Mend  of  equal  credit  en- 
dorees  his  note  for  nothing,  should  pat  his  name 
with  his  Mend's,  beiag  their  joint  credit,  into  a 
hsuk,  and  take  oat  the  notes  of  the  bank, 
which  is,  in  fact,  but  the  credit  of  the  bank 
itootf^  and  pay  tax  per  cent  disoonnt  between 
the  credit  of  himseu  and  his  Mend  and  that  of 
the  bank  t   The  known  and  established  credit 
of  the  bank  may  be  one  reason,  bat  there  is 
another  and  powerfol  one:  the  Govemnient 
tre^  the  credit  of  the  bank  as  gold  and  silver 
in  all  its  transactions,  and  does  not  treat  the 
credit  of  individuals  in  the  same  manner.  To 
test  the  truth:  let  us  reverse  the  case,  and 
soppoae  the  Government  to  treat  the  joint  cre- 
dit cS  the  individuals  as  mon^y,  and  not  the 
credit  of  the  bank ;  and  is  it  not  obvious  that, 
inatead  of  borrowing  from  the  bank,  and  pay- 
ing dx  per  oent  disoonnt,  the  bank  would  be 
^ad  to  borrow  from  them  on  the  same  terms? 
From  this  we  may  perceive  the  powerfol  in- 
flnenoe  which  bank  cironlation  derives  from 
ihe  conneotion  with  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

It  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
to  the  extent  of  this  influence  the  issues  of  the 
banks  expand  and  contract  with  the  expansion 
and  otHitraotioQ  of  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  with  the  increase  of  its  duties,  taxes, 
income,  and  expenditure ;  with  the  deposits  in 
its  vaults,  acting  as  additional  coital,  and  the 
amoimt  of  ba^-notee  withdrawn,  in  conse- 
qoence,  fran  drcnlation;  all  of  whioh  must 
ditecily  affect  the  amonnt  of  their  business  and 
fagoes,  aod  bank  currency,  and  must,  of  course, 
ptutake  ni  all  those  vibrations  to  which  the  fi»- 
eal  action  of  the  Government  is  necessarily  ex- 
posed ;  and,  when  great  and  sadden,  must  ex- 
pose the  system  to  catastrophes  such  as  we  now 
witness.  In  fact,  a  more  suitable  instance  can- 
not be  selected  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  what 
I  assert  than  the  present,  as  I  shall  proceed  to 
show. 

To  miderstand  the  causes  wluch  have  led  to 
the  present  state  of  things,  we  must  go  back  to 
the  year  1834,  when  the  tariff  system  trinmph- 
•d  in  OcMigreBs — a  system  whidi  imposed  dntdes 
not  for  tixQ  purpose  of  revenue,  out  to  en- 
eonrage  the  industry  of  one  portimi  of  the 
TToion  at  the  expense  of  the  other.  This  was 
followed  up  by  the  act  of  1828,  which  consum- 
mated the  ^stenL  It  r^sed  the  duties  so  ex- 
traragantly,  that  out  of  an  annual  importation 
of  sixty-four  millions,  thirty-two  passed  into 
tbe  Treasnry;  that  is,  Government  took  one- 
half  for  the  liberty  of  introducing  the  other. 
Ckrantless  milUoos  were  thus  poured  into  the 
Treasary  beyond  the  wants  of  tbe  Government, 
which  became  in  time  the  source  of  the  most 
extravagant  expenditures.  This  vast  increase 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  was  followed  by 
a  oonespcndiag  eroandon  of  the  bodness 
tha  hanu.  ThiBy  bad  to  disoonnt  and  iBBoe 


freely,  to  enable  the  merchants  to  pay  thdr 
doty  bonds,  as  well  as  to  meet  the  vastiy-in- 
oreased  expenditures  of  the  GoTemment  An- 
other effect  followed  the  act  of  1828,  which 
gave  a  still  fiirther  expansion  to  the  action  of 
the  banks,  and  whioh  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 
turned  tiie  exchange  with  £iu^d  in  &vor  of 
this  country.  That  portion  of  the  proceeds  of 
our  exports,  which,  in  consequence  of  tbe  high 
duties,  could  no  longer  return  with  profit  in  the 
usoal  articles  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  receiving  principally  from  that  country  in 
exchan^  for  our  exports,  retamed  in  gold  and 
silver,  in  order  to  porohase  simUu  articles  at 
the  North.  This  was  the  first  cause  that  gave 
that  western  direction  to  the  precions  metals, 
the  revulsive  return  of  whioh  has  l>een  followed 
by  so  many  disasters.  With  the  exchange  in 
our  favor,  and  conseguently  no  demand  for 
gold  and  diver  abroad,  and  the  vast  demand 
for  money  attendant  on  an  inorease  of  the  rev- 
enue, almost  every  restraint  was  removed  on 
the  discounts  and  issues  of  the  banks,  special- 
ly in  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  where 
these  canses  principally  operated.  Witii  their 
increase,  wages  and  prices  of  every  description 
rose  in  proportion,  followed,  of  course,  by  an 
increasing  demand  on  the  banks  for  further  is- 
sues. This  is  the  tme  cause  of  that  expaunon 
of  tbe  currency,  which  began  about  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  administration,  but 
whioh  was  erroneously  chaived  by  it  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the 
action  of  the  Govemmuit. 

The  bank,  in  inci:earing  its  business,  acted  in 
obedienoe  to  the  condition  of  things  at  the 
time,  and  in  conformity  with  the  banks  gener- 
ally in  the  same  section.  It  was  at  this  junc- 
ture that  the  late  administration  came  into 
power ;  a  juncture  remarkable  in  many  respects, 
bat  more  especially  in  relation  to  the  question 
of  the  carrency.  Most  of  the  canses  which 
have  since  terminated  in  the  complete  prostra- 
tion of  tbe  bulks  and  the  commercial  prosper- 
ity of  the  coontry  were  in  full  activity. 

Another  caose,  about  that  time,  (I  do  not 
remember  the  precise  date,)  began  to  produce 
powerfbl  effects.  I  refer  to  the  last  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  England.  It  was 
renewed  for  years,  and,  among  othw  peo- 
visions,  contained  one  maldng  the  notes  of  that 
bank  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases  except  between 
the  bank  and  its  creditors.  The  effect  was  to 
dispense  still  ftarther  with  the  use  of  the  pre- 
dous  metals  in  that  great  commercial  country, 
which,  of  course,  caused  them  to  fiow  out  in 
every  direction  through  the  various  channels 
of  ite  commerce.  A  large  portion  took  their 
direction  hitherward,  and  served  still  fhrther 
to  increase  the  current  which,  from  causes  al- 
ready enumerated,  was  flowing  in  this  direc- 
tion ;  and  whioh  still  farther  increased  the 
force  of  the  returning  earrent^  on  the  turn  of 
the  tide. 

The  administration  did  not  comprehend  the 
difficoltiea  and  dangera  wbioh  lorronnded  it 
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Instead  of  pwodving  the  tme  reason  of  the 
expansion  of  the  corrency,  and  adopting  the 
measures  necessary  to  arrest  it,  they  attributed 
it  to  the  Bai^  of  the  United  States,  and  made 
it  the  cause  or  pretext  of  waging  war  on  that 
institution.  Among  the  first  acts  of  hostility, 
the  deposits  were  removed,  aad  transferred  to 
selected  State  banks ;  the  effect  of  which,  in- 
stead of  resisting  Hie  tendency  to  expansion, 
was  to  throw  off  the  only  restraint  that  held 
the  banking  institutions  of  Ihe  country  in 
check ;  and,  of  course,  gave  to  the  swelling 
tide,  which  was  destined  to  desolate  the  coun- 
try, a  powerftal  impnlse.  Banks  sprung  up  in 
every  dire4^ion ;  disooimts  and  issues  increased 
ahnost  without  limitation;  and  an  immense 
surplus  revenue  accumulated  in  the  deposit 
banks,  which,  after  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt,  the  most  extravagant  impropriations  could 
not  exhaust,  and  wmch  acted  aa  additional 
banking  ci^ital.  The  valne  of  money  duly 
depreciated ;  prices  rose ;  and  then  oommencea 
those  unbounded  speculations,  particularly  in 
public  lands,  which  were  traMferred,  by.  mil- 
lions of  acres,  from  the  public  to  the  speculators 
for  wortliless  bank-notes,  till  at  length  the 
swelling  flood  was  checked,  and  the  revulsive 
current  burst  its  barriers,  and  overspread  and 
desolated  the  land. 

The  first  ohedc  came  fiwn  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  wluoh,  olanned  at  the  l(wa  of  its  precious 
metus,  reftised  to  discount  American  bills,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  further  decrease  of  its  cash 
means,  and  cause  a  return  of  those  which  it 
had  loot  Then  followed  the  execution  of  tiie 
d^toMt  act,  which,  instead  of  a  remedial  meas- 
ure, as  it  might  have  been  made  if  properly 
executed,  was  made  the  instrument  of  weaken- 
ing the  banks  at  the  point  of  pressure^  especial- 
ly in  the  great  commerdal  metropolis  of  t^e 
Union,  where  so  lai^  a  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  was  accumulated.  And,  finally,  the 
Treasury  order,  which  still  ftirther  we^ened 
tiiose  banks,  by  withdrawing  th^  cash  means 
to  be  invested  In  public  lan^  in  the  West 

It  is  often  easier  to  prevent  what  cannot  be 
remedied,  which  the  present  instance  strongly 
illustrates.  If  the  administration  had  formed 
a  true  conception  of  the  danger  in  time,  what 
has  since  luuppened  might  have  then  been  eauly 
averted.  The  near  approach  of  the  expiration 
of  the  charter  of  the  United  States  Bank  would 
have  afforded  ample  means  of  staying  the  deso- 
lation, if  it  had  been  timely  and  properly  used. 
I  saw  it  then,  and  purposed  to  renew  the  char- 
ter, for  a  limited  period,  with  such  modifications 
w  would  have  effectually  resisted  the  increas- 
ing expansion  of  the  currency,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  gradually  and  finally  wear  out  the  con- 
nection between  the  bank  and  the  Qovemment. 
To  use  tiie  ezpreaeiwt  I  then  need,  "  to  unbank 
the  banks ; "  to  let  down  the  system  easily, 
and  so  to  effect  the  eeparation  between  tiie 
bank  and  the  Government  as  to  avoid  the  pos- 
ubility  of  that  shock  which  I  then  saw  was  in- 
evitalue  without  some  sooh  remedy.  The 


moment  was  emiaentiy  propitioiu.  The  |ve- 
cious  metals  were  Sowing  in  on  us  from  emy 
quarter,  and  the  vigorous  measures  I  purposed 
to  adopt  in  the  renewal  of  the  charter  would 
have  effectually  arrested  the  increase  of  bank& 
and  checked  tiie  excess  of  their  discounts  ana 
issues ;  so  that  the  accmnnlating  mass  of  gdH 
and  silver,  instead  of  being  converted  into  1»uik 
capital,  and  swelling  the  tide  of  paper  circula- 
tion, would  have  been  substituted  in  the  place 
of  bank-notes,  as  a  permanent  and  wholesome 
addition  to  the  currency  of  the  country. 

But  neither  the  administration  nor  the  opft>- 
sition  susbdned  m^  and  the  precious  oj^wr* 
tunity  passed  unseized.  I  then  clearly  saw  tiie 
coming  calamity  was  inevitable ;  and  it  has 
n«ther  arrived  sooner,  nor  is  it  greater,  than  I 
anticipated. 

Such  are  the  leading  causes  wluch  have  pro- 
duced the  present  disordered  state  of  the  cur- 
rency. There  are  otbors  of  a  minor  chanicter, 
connected  with  the  genersl  condition  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  the  operations  of  the 
Executive  branch  of  t^e  Government,  but 
which,  of  themselves,  would  have  produced 
but  litUe  effect.  To  repeat  the  causes  in  a  few 
words :  the  vast  increase  which  the  tariffs  (rf 
18M  and  1828  gave  to  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government,  combined  with  the  causes  I  have 
enumerated,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  currency.  These,  in  tarn,  gave 
that  extraordinary  impulse  to  overtatuUng  and 
peculation  (they  are  effects,  and  not  causes) 
which  has  finally  terminated  in  the  present 
calamity.  It  may  thus  be  ultimately  traced  to 
the  connection  between  the  banks  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  not  a  littie  remarkable  that 
the  suspension  of  specie  payments  in  1816  ui 
this  country,  and  that  of  1797  in  Great  Britain, 
were  produced  by  like  causes. 

Having  now  presented  my  views  of  the 
course  and  the  measures  which  the  permanent 
policy  of  the  country,  looking  to  its  liberty  and 
lasting  prosperity,  requires,  I  come  finally  to  the 
question  of  relief.  I  nave  placed  this  last — not 
£bat  I  am  devoid  of  sympathy  for  the  coanti7 
in  the  pecuniary  distress  whidi  now  pervades 
it 

After  the  best  reflection,  I  am  of  the  impres- 
^on  that  the  Government  can  do  but  littie  in 
the  way  of  relief^  and  that  it  Is  a  case  which 
must  he  munly  left  to  the  constitntion  of  the 
patient,  who,  thank  God,  is  young,  vigorous, 
and  robust,  with  a  constitution  sutficiont  to  sus- 
tain and  overoome  the  severest  attack.  I  dread 
the  doctor  and  bis  drugs  much  more  than  the 
disease  itself.  The  distress  of  the  country  con- 
sists in  its  indebtedness,  and  can  only  be  reliev- 
ed by  the  payment  of  its  debts.  To  effect  this, 
industry,  frugality,  economy,  and  time,  are  ne- 
cessary. I  rely  more  on  the  grovring  crop— on 
tiie  cotton,  rice,  and  tobacco,  of  tiie  SouUi— 
than  on  all  the  pr^ects  or  devices  of  politictana 
I  am  ttttwly  opposed  to  all  coeroirat  by  this 
Govwnment.  But  Ciovemment  may  do  wcob- 
tiling  to  relieve  the  distress.  It  is  out  o£  <lsA^ 
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and  is  one  of  the  piinoipal  creditors  both  of 
the  banks  aad  of  the  merchaQts,  and  shoald  set 
an  example  of  liberal  indulgence.  This  I  am 
willing  to  ^ve  freely.  I  am  also  prepared  to 
Tote  fre^  the  use  of  GoTemment  credit  ia 
MHue  safe  fbrm,  to  sapplj  any  defit^  in  the  mr- 
colaiion  dnring  the  process  of  ceeoTery,  as  far 
as  its  finanoial  wants  will  permit  I  see  not 
what  more  can  be  safely  done.  Cat  my  vision 
m»-  be  obtuse  upon  this  satgeot.  Those  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who  profess  so  mnch  sym- 
paUiy  for  the  public,  eeem  to  think  that  much 
relief  may  be  afforded.  I  hope  they  will  pre- 
sent their  views.  I  am  anxious  to  hear  their 
prescriptions;  and  I  ossnre  them  that  what- 
ever they  may  propose,  if  it  shall  promise  re- 
lief^ and  he  not  ioconMstent  with  the  course 
whiob  I  deem  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
restoration  of  the  country  to  perfect  health, 
shall  cheerfully  receive  my  support  They  may 
be  more  keeo-^hted  thaa  I  am  as  to  the  best 
means  of  relief' bat  cannot  ^ve  a  strooger  dis- 
position to  afford  it 

We  have,  Mr.  President  arrived  at  a  remark- 
able era  in  our  political  history.  The  days  of 
lepslative  and  executive  encroachments,  of 
tariff  and  surpluses,  of  bank  and  public  debt 
and  extravagant  expenditure,  are  past  for  the 
present  The  Government  stands  m  a  position 
disentangled  from  the  past,  and  freer  to  choose 
its  fature  course  than  it  ever  has  been  since  its 
commeDcement.  We  are  about  to  take  a  fresh 
start  I  move  off  under  the  State-rishts  ban- 
ner, and  go  in  the  direction  in  which  I  have 
been  so  long  moving.  I  seize  the  opportunity 
thoronghly  to  reform  the  Government ;  to  bring 
it  back  to  its  original  prindpleB;  to  retrench 
and  economize,  and  rigidly  to  enforce  account- 
ability. I  shall  oppose  ^renaoasly  all  attempts 
to  originate  a  new  debt ;  to  create  a  naticmal 
bank ;  to  rennite  the  political  and  money  pow- 
er— more  dangerous  than  that  of  church  and 
state — ^in  any  form  or  shape ;  to  prevent  the 
disturbances  of  the  compromise,  which  is  grad- 
ually removing  the  last  vestige  of  the  tariff 
system ;  and,  mainly,  I  shall  use  my  best  efforts 
to  give  an  ascendency  to  the  great  conservative 
prindple  of  State  sovereignty,  over  the  danger- 
ous and  de^tic  doctrine  of  consolidation. .  I 
r^oice  to  thmk  that  the  Executive  department 
of  the  Government  is  now  so  reduced  in  pow- 
er and  means,  that  it  can  no  longer  rely  on  its 
influenoe  and  patronage  to  secure  a  majority. 
Henceftvward  it  can  have  no  lu^  of  sapport- 
ing  itself  but  on  wisdom,  moderation,  ^^iot> 
ism,  and  devoted  attachment  to  the  constitution^ 
which  I  trust  will  make  it  in  its  own  defence, 
an  ally  in  effecting  the  reform  which  I  deem 
indispensable  to  t£e  salvatiiHi  of  the  country 
and  its  institutions. 

I  look,  sir,  with  pride  to  the  wise  an&  noble 
bearing  of  the  little  State-rights  party,  of  which 
it  is  my  pride  to  be  a  member,  throughout  the 
eventful  period  through  wliich  the  country  has 
passed  smoe  1824.  Experience  already  bears 
testimony  to  their  patriotism,  firnmess,  and 


^aaixB. 

sagacity ;  and  history  will  do  it  justice.  lu 
that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  the  tariff  system 
trinmpbed  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  We 
saw  its  disastrous  political  bearings;  foresaw 
its  surpluses  and  the  extravagances  to  which  it 
would  lead.  We  rallied  on  ttie  election  of  the 
late  Preudfflit  to  arrest  it,  thnmgh  the  infloenoe 
ai  tiie  Execntive  departmeat  of  the  Govern- 
ment la  this  we  fuled.  We  then  fell  back 
upon  the  rigjits  and  sovereignty  of  the  States 
and  by  the  action  of  a  small  but  ^lant  State, 
and  tiirough  the  potency  of  its  mterpoution, 
we  brought  the  system  to  the  ground,  snstained 
as  it  was  by  the  opposition  and  the  administra- 
tion, and  by  the  whole  power  and  patronage 
of  the  Government.  The  pernicious  overflow 
of  the  Treasury,  of  which  it  was  the  parent, 
conld  not  be  arrested  at  once.  The  surplus  was 
seized  on  by  the  Executive,  and,  by  its  oontn^ 
over  the  banks,  became  the  fruitM  source  of 
Executive  influence  and  encroadiment  With- 
out hesitation,  we  joined  our  old  opponents  on 
the  tariff  question,  but  under  our  own  flag,  and 
vflthout  merging  in  fLeir  ranks,  an^  made  a 
gallant  and  successful  war  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive.  That  terminated,  we 
part  with  our  late  allies  in  peace ;  and  move 
forward,  lag,  or  onward  who  may,  to  secure  the 
fruits  of  oar  long  but  successful  struggle,  under 
the  old  republican  flag  of  1798,  which,  tiiough 
tattered  and  torn,  has  never  yet  been  lowered, 
and,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  never  shall  be 
with  my  consent 

On  concluding  his  speech  Mr.  0.  submitted 
his  amendment^  which  provided  that  from  and 
after  the  Ist  oi  Jannary  next  three-fourths  of 
the  money  due  to  the  Government  maybe  paid 
in  notes  of  specie-paying  banks ;  that  from  and 
after  the  1st  (Hf  January,  1839,  one-half  might 
be  paid  in  sndi  notes :  one-quarter  after  the  Ist 
of  January,  1640 ;  and  that  fr*"^  ao^  after 
1st  of  January,  1841,  all  sums  due  the  Govern- 
ment for  customs,  lands,  &o.,  shall  be  pud  only 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  Umted  States,  or 
in  such  notes,  bills,  &o.,  as  should  by  law  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  Webstbk  rose,  and  inquired  of  Mr.  0.  to 
what  bill  it  was  proposed  to  make  this  an 
amendment 

Mr.  Calboun  replied,  to  one  called  the  di- 
vorce bill  between  the  Government  and  the 
banks,  which  he  said  was  just  ahead. 

Mr.  Bkoton,  after  expressing  his  entire  oon- 
currenoe  in  the  amendment  of  Mr.  OAXAOinr, 
sent  to  the  Ohair  two  amendments  of  his  own, 
which  he  s^d  comprised  Uie  substance  of 
the  bill  introduced  by  him  two  years  ago,  "  to 
re-establish  the  constitutional  curren<7^  ot  the 
country."  His  first  amendment  provides  that, 
after  a  day  to  be  specified,  all  the  public  dues 
should  be  paid  in  gold  and  diver  only,  and  in 
Treasury  notes  and  land  scrip,  as  might  by  law 
be  authorized ;  and  the  second  provides  that, 
after  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  by  the . 
banks,  the  Treasury  should  begin  with  ^ede 
payments. 
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[These  amendments,  together  vitii  Ur.  Oal- 
notra'a,  vera  oi^ered  to  be  printed.] 

Mr.  B.  Boid  he  should  not  have  risen  in  thU 
debate,  had  it  not  been  for  the  misapprehensions 
which  seemed  to  pervade  the  minds  of  some 
Senators  as  to  the  character  of  the  bilL  It  ia 
called  by  some  a  paper-money  bill,  and  by 
others  a  bill  to  germinate  a  new  national  debt. 
Those  are  serious  impatations,  and  require  to 
be  answered,  not  by  declamation  ahd  recrimina- 
tion, but  by  facts  and  reasons,  addressed  to  tite 
candor  and  to  the  intelligence  of  on  enUghtened 
and  patriotic  community. 

I  dissent  from  the  impntaticms  on  the  charac- 
ter of  the  bill  I  m^hdn  that  it  is  neither  a 
jMper-money  bill,  nor  a  bill  to  lay  founda- 
tion for  a  new  national  debt ;  and  will  briefly 
give  my  reasons  for  believing  as  I  do  on  boui 
points. 

There  are  certainly  two  classes  of  Treasary 
notes— one  for  investment,  and  one  for  circula- 
tion ;  and  both  classes  are  known  to  our  laws, 
and  possess  distinctive  features,  which  defipe 
thtir  re^ective  characters,  and  confine  them 
to  their  respective  uses. 

The  notes  for  investment  bear  an  interest 
snfficient  to  induce  capitalists  to  exchange  gold 
and  silver  for  them,  and  to  lay  them  by  as  a 
prodnotive  ftind.  This  is  their  distinctive  feat- 
ure, but  not  the  only  one ;  they  possess  other 
snbsidiary  qnalitles,  such  as  transferabiUtj  only 
by  endorsement— payable  at  a  fixed  time— not 
re-is3uable — nor  of  small  denomination — and 
to  be  cancelled  when  paid.  Notes  of  this  class 
are,  in  fact,  loan  notes — ^notes  to  raise  loans  on, 
by  selling  them  for  hard  money — either  im- 
mediately by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or, 
secondarily,  by  the  creditor  of  the  Government 
to  whom  Uiey  have  been  piud.  In  a  word,  they 
possess  sll  Uie  qualities  which  invite  invest- 
ment, and  forbid  and  impede  circulation.  The 
act  of  1812  authorized  an  issue  of  notes  of  this 
description.  They  bore  five  and  two-fifths  per 
cent,  uteres^  with  an  express  clause  that  the 
Becretary  of  Hie  Tnaamy  might  nuse  money 
them  by  loan.  I  presame  there  are  Sen- 
present  who  were  members  of  the  Honse 
of  Representatives  in  1812,  who  gave  the  sano- 
tion  cn  thdr  approbation  to  the  Treasury  note 
law  of  that  year,  and  who  would  be  very  un- 
willing to  hear  the  epithets  applied  to  that  law 
which  are  lavished  upon  this  bill,  which  is 
copied  from  it. 

The  Treasury  notes  for  currency  are  distin- 
guished by  features  and  qualities  the  reyerse  of 
Qiose  which  have  been  mentioned.  .They  bear 
little  or  no  interest  They  are  payable  to  bear- 
er—transferable by  delivery — re-issnable — of 
low  denominations— and  frequently  reimburs- 
IMe  at  the  pleasara  of  the  Government  They 
are,  in  faot^  P^P^  moo^,  and  possess  all  the 

rlities  which  forbid  investment,  and  invite  to 
olatlon.  The  Treasury  notes  of  1816  were 
of  that  character,  except  for  the  optional  claose 
to  enable  the  bolder  to  ftmd  them  at  the  interest 
which  oommanded  loans— at  aeren  per  oeat,  I 
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These  are  the  diattnotive  fiaatnres  of  the  two 
classes  of  notes.  Now  try  the  oonimittee*^  hill 
by  the  test  of  these  qn^tles.  It  will  be  found 
that  the  notes  which  it  authorizes  belcmg  to 
the  first-named  class ;  that  they  are  to  bear  an 
interest,  which  may  he  six  per  cent ;  that  fbej 
are  transferable  only  by  endorsement ;  that 
they  are  not  re-issnable ;  that  they  are  to  be 
paid  at  a  day  certun,  to  wit,  within  one  year; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  issued  of  less  denomina- 
tion than  one  hundred  dollars ;  are  to  be  can- 
celed when  taken  np ;  and  that  the  Secretly 
of  the  Treasury  is  expressly  antiioriMd  to  raise 
money  upon  Hum  by  loaning  them. 

These  are  the  mnres  and  qnaUties  of  the 
notes  to  be  issned,  and  they  define  and  fix  their 
character  as  notes  to  raise  loans,  and  to  be  laid 
by  as  investments,  and  not  as  notes  for  carrcncy, 
to  be  poshed  into  oircnlation  by  the  power  of 
the  Govemmmt,  and  to  add  to  the  corse  of  tiie 
day  by  InoreaNng  the  qnanUty  f»f  nnconTertibto 
paper  money. 

The  execution  of  the  act,  and  especially  the 
cardinal  feature  of  the  quantum  of  interest,  is 
left  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  presume  it  will  be  executed  as  a 
law  to  borrow  money;  and  in  that  point  of 
view  the  interest  was  left  open,  under  &  maxi- 
mum limit  as  is  prmer  to  be  done  in  all  proposi- 
tions for  loans.  mSa  may  be  invited  by  ad- 
vertisement; the  oomnetiuon  of  lenders  m^j 
fix  the  interest ;  capitalists  may  fix  it  hj  com- 
petition, though  nominally  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  President  and  Secretary ;  and  at  what* 
ever  rate  it  is  thus  fixed — at  whatever  rate  a 
loan  of  gold  and  ^vee  is  oommanded — at  that 
rate  the  whole  issue,  made  at  any  one  time^ 
ought  to  go.  There  should  not  be  two  rates 
of  iuterest—a  high  one  for  the  independent  and 
opnient  capitalist,  and  a  low  one  for  the  help- 
less and  neoessitons  public  creditor. 

This  is  my  opinion  of  the  character  of  thess 
Treasury  notes,  and  of  the  mode  of  nsiog  them. 
I  cannot  doubt  but  tiiat  lenders  will  presMit 
themselves,  and  that  the  whole  t«i  ndlHons 
may  be  hwrowed  in  gt^d  and  Mlver  Just  aa  ftst 
as  we  Ooremment  needs  it  That  opimon  is 
formed  upon  data — upon  the  great  amount  of 
specie  now  in  tiie  country,  its  nnproductiveness 
to  its  present  holders,  and  the  facility  with 
which  lai^  amounts  of  specie  were  borrowed 
immediately  after  the  bank  suspensions  and  the 
commercial  revnlnons  of  1819.  The  specie  in 
the  United  States  cannot  now  be  less  than  it 
was  six  montiis  ago,  to  wit,  eighty  millions  of 
dollars ;  for  it  is  shown  by  the  Custom-house 
reports,  and  other  data,  that,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  to  ship  it  to  Europe,  the  imports  and 
exports  are  about  even  during  that  time ;  and 
that,  taking  the  whole  fiscal  year  t<^etber,  the 
imports  now  exceed  the  expOTts  by  neariy  four 
miUions  cd  AoHan ;  and  that  near  $900,000  In 
gold  have  been  coined  in  the  first  three  quar- 
ters of  the  {vesmt  calendar  year.  The  spede 
in  the  oonntry  cannot,  therefore,  be  less  than 
$80,000,000,  and,  upon  the  calculation  of  last 
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year,  is  more.  The  whole  of  this  vast  amount 
is  lying  idle,  barren,  and  improdactive  to  its 
owners— not  that  tbi^  are  all  nnwillhig  to  lend 
it,  and  to  reo^ve  intwest,  hut  fw  want  of  'hor- 
lowers  in  whom  they  have  oonfidenoe.  The 
United  States  will  present  that  borrower,  and 
will  bring  forth  the  hoarded  treasnres  which 
the  lack  of  general  oonfidenoe  now  consigns  to 
sterility  in  private  chests  and  in  special  bank 
deposits.  Thus  it  was  in  1819-'20.  The  com- 
mercial and  bank  catastrophe  of  that  period 
took  place  in  1819 ;  in  less  tJian  a  yeai^  after- 
wards, from  the  collapse  of  bosiness  snd  the 
stagnation  of  commerce,  money,  in  the  Atlantic 
cities  was  abandant,  idle,  and  seeking  invest- 
ment at  four  or  five  per  cent.  So  says  Ur. 
Gheves— CO  we  can  all  remember. 

The  bill  baa  been  denonnoed  as  the  germ  of  a 
new  national  debt.  It  oert^ly  proposes  the 
ereation  of  a  debt.  Bat  tor  what  purpose,  and 
under  what  dronmstanoes  ?  To  comply  with 
the  maxim,  that  a  pablio  debt  is  a  public  bless- 
ing ?  By  no  means  I  But  to  relieve  the  States 
frwn  being  called  opon  for  a  reimbursement  of 
any^  part  of  the  twenty-seven  millioDs  of  dollars 
whioh  have  been  deposited  with  them ;  to  re- 
lieve the  merchants  from  an  inmiediate  payment 
of  foor  millions ;  and  to  relieve  tiie  late  de- 
posit banks  from  an  immediate  press  for  nz 
millions.  This  is  the  object  The  loan  of  ten 
millions  on  the  Treasury  notes  comes  in  place 
of  the  four  and  uz  millions  due  from  merchants 
and  tbe  banks.  It  is  because  we  cannot  ooUeot 
the  <me,  that  we  create  the  other.  If  we  had 
the  ten  millions  from  the  merchants  and  the 
banks,  we  should  not  want  tiie  Treasury  notes ; 
not  being  able  to  collect  those  tifti  milKwi*,  we 
give  time  to  oar  debtms^  and  bcHTow  an  ecfuiv- 
dent  sum. 

I  trust  I  have  vindicated  the  bill  ftom  the 
stigma  of  being  a  paper  ourreui^  bill,  and  &om 
the  imputation  of  being  the  first  step  towards 
the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt  I  hope  it 
is  fnlly  cleared  from  the  odium  of  both  these 
impntations.  I  will  now  say  a  few  words  on 
the  policy  of  issain|;  Treasury  notes  in  time  of 
peace,  or  even  in  tmie  of  war,  until  the  ordi- 
naiT  resonroesitf  loans  and  taxes  had  been  tried 
and  ohaosted.  I  am  no  friend  to  the  issae  of 
Treasar^  notes  of  any  kind.  Ab  loans,  th^ 
are  s  duguised  moda  oi  bwrowin^  and  ea^y 
to  slide  into  a  currency  :  as  a  currency,  it  is  the 
most  seductive,  the  most  dangerous,  snd  the 
most  liable  to  abuse  of  all  the  descriptioas  of  pa- 
per m(Hiey.  "  Ihe  stamping  of  paper  (by  Gov- 
ernment) is  an  operation  so  much  easier  than  the 
laying  of  taxes,  or  of  borrowing  money,  that 
a  Government  in  the  habit  of  paper  emissions 
would  rarely  fail,  in  any  emergency,  to  indulge 
itself  too  far  in  the  employment  of  that  re- 
source to  avoid  as  much  as  pos»bIe  one  less 
anspimous  to  present  popularity."  So  said 
General  Hamilton;  and  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Hacon,  Bandolph,  and  all  the  fathers  of  the  re- 
poblioan  otmron,  oauMured  with  him.  These 
HgadoiiB  irtiitieamBn  wen  shy  d  this  fiidle  and 


sedoctive  resource,  "  so  liable  to  abuse,  and  so 
certain  of  being  abused."  They  held  it  inad- 
missttde  to  recur  to  it  in  time  of  peaoe^  and 
tiiat  it  could  only  be  thought  of  aoddst  the 
exigencies  and  perils  oi  war,  and  that  after  ex-' 
hausting  tbe  direct  and  re^ionnble  alternative 
of  loans  and  taxes.  Bred  in  the  school  of  these 
great  men,  I  came  here  at  this  session  to  oppose, 
at  all  risks,  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred a  direct  loan,  and  that  for  many  and 
cogent  reasons.  There  is  clear  authority  to 
borrow  in  the  conatitution;  but,  to  find  au- 
thority to  issue  these  notes,  we  must  enter  the 
field  (rf  constructive  powers.  To  borrow,  is  to 
do  a  responsible  act ;  it  is  to  incur  certain  ac- 
countability to  the  constituent,  and  heavy  cen- 
sure if  it  cannot  be  justified;  to  issue  these 
notes,  is  to  do  an  act  which  few  consider  of^ 
whien  takra  but  little  hold  of  the  pnUio  mind, 
which  few  condemn  and  aome  encourage,  he- 
oaose  it  increases  the  quantum  of  what  is  vainly 
called  money.  Loans  are  limited  by  the  capa- 
city, at  least,  of  one  side  to  borrow,  and  of 
the  other  to  lend ;  the  issue  of  these  notes  has 
no  limit  but  the  will  of  the  makers  and  tibe 
supply  of  lamp-black  and  rags.  The  con- 
tinental bills  of  the  Revolution,  and  tbe  assig- 
nata  of  France,  should  famish  some  instructive 
lessons  on  tlib  head.  Direct  loans  are  always 
voluntary  on  tbe  part  of  the  lender ;  Treasury 
note  loans  may  be  a  forced  borrowing  from  tbe 
Government  creditor — as  much  so  as  if  the  bay- 
onet  were  put  to  his  breast;  toe  neoesnly  has 
no  law,  and  the  necessitous  cldmut  must  take 
what  is  tendered,  wh^her  with  or  witiurat  in- 
terest— whether  ten  or  fifty  per  cent  below 
par.  I  distrust,  dislike,  and  would  fain  es- 
chew, this  Treasury  note  resource.  I  prefer 
the  direct  loans  of  1820-'21.  I  could  only  bring 
myself  to  acquiesce  in  this  measure  when  it 
was  uiged  that  there  was  not  time  to  carry  a 
loan  through  its  forms ;  nor  even  then  could  I 
consent  to  it,  until  every  feature  of  a  ouirenoy 
operation  had  been  eradicated  frton  the  face  of 
the  bill. 

Hr.  Walxeb  said  he  had  all  along  intend- 
ed to  ofier  a  similar  amendment,  and  would 
now  (by  leave  of  Hr.  0.)  do  so.  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  opposed  to  allowing  any  interest  what- 
ever oa  W6  notes  to  be  issoed,  and  for  the  fol- 
lowing  reasons:  First,  because  it  appeared  to 
him  quite  unnecessary  to  allow  interest  on 
them.  This  Goremment,  possessed  of  a  pnblio 
domain  of  such  vast  extent  and  value,  amount- 
ing to  at  least  seven  hundred  millions  of  acres, 
and  being  out  of  debt,  (the  only  Government 
of  whicdi  suoh  a  proud  circumstance  could  be 
reh^,)  was  not  under  the  necessity  of  allur- 
ing credit  to  its  notes  by  tiie  ofier  of  a  trifiing 
interest  Notes  issued  by  such  a  Government 
would  command  ftill  credit  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  and  wonld  freely  pass  aa  such  without 
interest  This  was  bis  first  reason  against 
these  notes  bearing  any  interest 

His  second  reason  was  the  following:  If 
ti»se  notes  are  nude  to  bear  interest,  they 
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iTOuM,  almost  immediately  oa  their  issne,  t^e 
their  flight  to  Europe ;  thej  would  be  transmit- 
ted there,  instead  of  specie ;  and,  coming  from 
a  Government  of  snch  undoubted  credit  ther^ 
wonld  be  freelj  received  there  in  pajment  of 
our  debto,  even  without  bearing  any  interest. 
Mnoh  more,  therefore,  would  they  be  made 
wdcome  in  Europe  when  they  bore  interest. 
Tbds  was  his  second  reason  for  wishing  to  allow 
no  interest  upon  them,  because  it  wodld  lead  to 
tfa^  more  rapid  lUwtraotion  from  circnlalicm 
here. 

A  third  reason  Mr.  W.  would  now  Btate, 
which,  indeed,  was  a  branch  of  his  second 
reason,  but  to  which  he  earnestly  solicited  the 
attention  of  Senators.  He  thought  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  issue  of  these  bills,  bearing 
interest,  an  immediate  effect  woTild  be  produced 
upon  the  price  of  cotton,  highly  injurious  to  the 
interests  of  planters  in  the  South.  There  is 
now  (said  Mr.  W.)  a  demand  for  cotton,  and, 
consequently,  a  rise  in  its  price.  The  cause  of 
this  he  was  disposed  to  attribute  to  the  fact 
tliat  cotton  was  a  better  remittance  to  Europe 
in  pmnent  of  our  debts  than  specie;  and, 
therefore,  merchants  who  had  to  remit  to 
Eorope,  instead  of  buying  specie,  bought  cot- 
ton, and  remitted  it  in  tbe  place  of  specie. 
Hence  a  demand  for  cotton  in  the  market.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  understood  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  itself  had  gone  into  market  and 
bought  up  cotton  to  send  to  Europe,  instead  of 
specie,  setting  the  example  of  a  remittance  so 
highly  conducive  to  the  mterests  of  the  cotton- 
grower — having  purchased  (he  believed)  as 
mnoh  as  three  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton. 

Now,  the  effects  of  this  issue,  with  interest, 
wonld  be,  that  the  whole  ten  millions  issned 
would  be  seat  to  Europe,  instead  of  the  produce 
^  the  country ;  and,  oousequently,  ten  millions 
less  of  cotton,  or  otiier  produce,  would  be  sold. 
This  he  (Mr.  W.)  considered  absolutely  the 
same  thing  as  directly  taking  so  mnch  money 
ont  of  the  pockets  of  the  Southern  prodocers, 
because,  hut  for  this  measure,  so  much  money 
would  be  expended  with  them  in  the  purchase 
of  their  produce.  If  the  merchants  who  now 
remitted  ootton  instead  of  specie  could  find  aoy 
thing  more  convenient  for  them  to  remit — more 
easily  to  he  procured  and  tranmiittod — they 
would  natnraUy  avul  themselves  of  it.  Now, 
these  notes  bearing  interest  were  precisely  this 
convenient  remittance  which  the  menmants 
wanted ;  and,  therdbre,  instead  of  buying  up 
any  more  cotton,  {hey  will  possess  themselves 
of  these  notes,  and  remit  them.  And,  on  the 
other  band,  they  in  Enrope  would  prefer  these 
notes  to  our  cotton,  as  coming  from  a  Govern- 
ment such  as  he  (Ifr.  W.)  had  described,  and 
bearing  interest  besides,  which  the  cotton  did 
not.  Thus  the  effect  would  be  to  throw  the 
ootton  of  the  Booth  out  of  the  market,  and 
thereby  cause  a  fall  in  its  price  minoas  to  tiie 
already  ruined  producers.  Such  a  measure  he, 
as  coming  Scorn  the  great  oottoDhgrowing  Qtata, 
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felt  himself  called  i^n  most  BtrennoiulT'  to 

oppose. 

Another  reason  he  wonld  state  why  he  wish- 
ed this  issue  of  notes  bearing  an  interest  should 
not  take  place ;  it  was  this  :  these  notes  being 
remitted  to  Europe,  (as  undoubtedly  they  would 
be,)  would  create  a  debt  abroad  against  ua. 
Our  GovemmeBt  would  thus  be  made  a  debtw 
to  fordgn  GoTwnments  and  peofde — a  thing  in 
his  view  \]iy  no  means  dedrable.  Mr.  W.  otm- 
oladed  1^  moving  that  so  much  of  tbe  bill  as 
relates  to  allowing  interest  upon  t3ie  notes  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  Weight,  expressed  himself  taken  by 
surprise  with  the  amendufflit  offered  hy  the 
Senator  from  Mismssippi.  From  Uie  diacnsaion 
which  had  already  tuen  place  on  this  laH,  it 
was  evident  that  tiiere  was  much  difference  of 
opinion  among  Senators  on  this  subject ;  some 
differed  from  views  of  policy,  others  on  princi- 
ple. He  confessed  it  was  bis  hope  that  the 
ameodnient  just  offered  would  not  be  agreed 
to.  The  object  which  he  was  anxious  to  attain 
was,  to  make  these  notes,  as  fur  as  practicable^ 
equal  to  gold  and  nlver,  and  as  aeoqitaUe  to 
the  public  creditor.  Nov,  it  did  not  wpew  to 
him  that  tlds  ol^eot  could  be  attained  nnlesi 
the  discretion  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Secre- 
tary was  retained  in  the  hill.  Mr.  W.  did  not 
think  that  the  country,  at  this  peculiar  Junc- 
ture, was  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  emisnoa 
of  notes  without  interest.  The  effect  of  such 
an  issue  would  be  to  cause  the  notes  to  unk  in 
value  in  the  market ;  but  if  they  bore  intwest, 
no  risk  of  this  kind  he  thought  would  be  run. 
It  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  ^t  the  interest 
was  not  fixed  \  it  was  only  limited  not  to  exceed 
six  per  cent, ;  in  every  other  reflect,  the  qoes- 
tion  was  left  entirely  to  tiie  disereaoa  vi  the 

^^rl^^ra,  ot  Geoi|^  most  i«ofesB  tbe 
respect  he  entertained  far  the  sentiments  toA 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  Oalhoun,)  and  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr.  Waleeb.)  It  was,  therefore, 
somewhat  painftd  to  his  feelings  to  be  obliged, 
on  the  present  ocoanon,  to  differ  from  those 
honorable  gentlemen.  There  was  one  principle 
of  finance  which  appeared  to  him  incontrovert- 
ible :  namely,  that  whenever  tbere  existed  two 
sorts  of  currency  in  oircolation,  of  which  the 
one,  from  any  cause,  possessed  any  advantages 
above  the  other,  by  answering  any  <»e  par- 
pose  more  than  the  other,  then  that  would  al- 
ways  command  a  small  premium  over  the  other. 

truth  was  fhlly  evidenced  at  the  pres«t 
moment,  when  drafts  which  had  even  been  pro- 
tested, yet,  coming  from  the  Government,  oom- 
manded  a  premium  little  inferior  to  that  oF  goW 
and  silver.  In  order  to  place  these  Treasury 
notes  in  the  most  favorable  position,  and  to 
prevent  their  depreciation,  Mr.  K.  thought 
that  the  discretion  allowed  by  the  bill  onght  to 
be  left  with  the  Secretary,  to  be  used  according 
to  the  emergency  of  cirenmstanoest  The  Secre- 
tary might  then  attadi  to  the  notes  what  in- 
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t«Teat  might  be  necessary  to  make  them  aocept- 
ahle  to  the  creditors  of  the  GoTemment.  He 
did  not  entertain  the  apprehensions  of  his  hon- 
orable friend  from  MisstBsippi  (Mr.  Wal- 
xxb)  that  these  notes  woold  find  their  way  to 
Europe.  We  had  had  kites  enongh,  (and,  in- 
deed, too  many,)  which  had  been  made  to  fly 
across  the  Athinttc ;  and  now  he  thought  no 
more  of  oar  paper  wonld  find  its  way  to  Snrope 
— Kt  least  nntil  onr  debt  was  paid  off  there. 

Hr.  K.  {H-oceeded  farther  to  combat  the  opin- 
ion  of  Vt,  Walkkb,  oiling  that  at  the  present 
itate  of  the  exchanges  between  the  two  coan- 
tries,  a  better  state  of  things  conld  not  perhaps 
"be  expected. 

Hr.  Bentoit  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
Vr.  Walkeb's  motion;  whidi  were  ordered,- 
and  the  amendment  was  r(|]eoted— 6,  nods 
40,  as  foUows: 

Tkas.— Vessrs.  Blidc,  Calhoun,  HcEean,  Strange, 
Walker,  Toung — 6. 

Natb. — Measra.  Alien,  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown, 
Bochanan,  (Hay  of  Alabama,  CHay  of  Ky.,  Clayton, 
ftilton,  Gnindy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala.,  King 
of  Georgia,  Kniglit,  Lyon,  Uonia,  Nlcliolas,  Nilea, 
KorrdI,  Pferce,  Preston,  Birea,  Koaae,  RobUns, 
BoUttton,  Bdgglee,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conn.,  Smitti 
ef  Ind.,  SoQthwd,  Spence,  Swift,  T&Unutdee,  Tipton, 
WaB,  Webster,  White,  WilHwns,  Wright— 40. 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  he  ei^^rossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykas, — Hessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay- 
ton, Fohon,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kort,  King  of  Ala,, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knigfat,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Morris, 
Nicholia,  Nilea,  Norv^  Pierce,  Blvea.  Roane,  Rob- 
bfatf  BoMiwHi,  ltiu|^  Sevlw,  Smith  of  Conaocti- 
eat,  Bnith  of  lodkiM,  Strange,  Swift,  ToUmadge, 
Vpton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White,  Williams, 
Wright,  Young— 42. 

Natl— Heasifl.  Clay  of  Kentnokyi  Crittenden, 
FMrton,  Southud,  ^oioe— 6. 

Merchant^  Bonds. 

The  hill  extending  the  time  for  the  payment 
of  merdhantB*  revenue  bonds,  was  next  taken 

Hr.  Sbtdeb  called  fbr  the  yeas  and  u^b  on 
the  qoestion,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmaUve — ayes  44,  noe  1 ;  Mr. 
Sbtibb  only  voting  in  the  negative. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  engrossed  for  a 
Udrd  reading. 


TmsDAT,  Beptember  19. 

The  fidlowing  UQa  were  read  a  tiiird  thne 
and  passed: 

The  bin  anthoridng  tiie  tssoe  of  Treasnry 
notes; 

The  bin  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  on 
merchants^  revenue  bonds ;  and 

"Die  bUl  for  afUnsting  the  renudniog  claims 
on  the  late  deposit  banks. 

Kindt  of  Monty  for  Bobmhu. 
Mr.  BiTxa,  pnrsnaDt  to  notio^  ro8e*to  vik 


[Sbuxb. 

leave  to  introdaee  a  bill  to  designate  the  flmda 
reoeivahle  in  payment  of  the  revennes  of  the 
Government. 

Hr.  R.,  on  intnxhu^ng  the  bill,  addressed  the 
Ob^r  89  foUows : 

Mr.  President :  I  rise,  in  panmance  of  the 
notice  I  gave  yesterday,  to  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  "  A  bul  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  in 

fiayment  of  tlie  revenue  of  the  United  States." 
t  will  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Senate  that 
among  the  moat  prominent,  and  mrtidnly  not 
tiie  least  important  objects  presented  both  by  the 
President's  Message  and  the  report  d  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  "immediate 
attention  "  of  Congress  at  their  present  session, 
is  the  expediency  of  some  legislative  provision 
defining  the  character  of  the  fhnds  to  be  receiv- 
ed, in  future,  in  discharge  of  the  public  dues. 
From  the  intimate  connection  between  tiie  col- 
lection of  the  public  revenue  and  the  general 
currency  of  the  country,  this  quesUon  has,  in 
my  estimation,  far  more  essential  bearings  on 
the  great  interests  of  the  community  than  any 
which  the  President  has  submitted  for  our  de- 
liberations.  The  Committee  on  Finance,  how- 
ever, to  whom  the  Message  was  referred,  have 
not  thought  it  proper  to  make  any  report  on 
that  portum  of  it,  and  we  have  been  informed 
by  the  honorable  obldnnan,  that  It  is  not  th^ 
intention  to  make  any  report  upon  it  at  the 
present  session.  It  is  this  omission  on  the  part 
of  the  committee  that  it  is  the  object  of  my 
motion  now  to  supply. 

The  President  recommends  that  benoefor- 
ward  the  whole  revenues  of  the  United  States 
shall  he  collected  exclusively  in  gold  and  silver. 
A  proposition  of  so  marked  a  character,  ema* 
nating  from  a  source  of  such  high  authority, 
could  not  fail  to  excite  deep  anxiety  in  the  pub- 
lic mind ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  all  uncer- 
tainty ixk  regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  on  so  vital  a  subject  should  be  promptly 
settlod  one  way  or  the  other,  by  the  aotion  of 
the  legislative  departmmt  It  is  my  misfortune 
to  differ  with  the  President  in  his  views  of  the 
expediency  of  this  proposition.  I  am  fal^y  ccm- 
vinced  that,  in  the  actual  condition  of  our  cir- 
culating medium,  and  in  what  is  likely  for  years 
to  come  to  be  its  condition,  the  operation  of 
such  a  measure  would  be  distressing  to  the 
community,  injurious  to  every  branch  of  indus- 
try and  enterprise,  and,  above  all,  would  post- 
pone indefinitely  that  return  to  specie  payments 
by  the  banks,  which  is  the  great  object  of  the 
public  solicitnde,  and  ought  to  be  the  end  and 
aim  of  onr  deliberations  here.  Viewing  the 
question  in  this  light,  I  desired  it  should  be  met 
with  promptitodck  oonddered  with  candor,  and 
decided  with  wlsdoni. 

Since  I  gave  notice  yesterday  of  my  motion, 
two  gentlemen,  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, Q£r.  Oalhottk,)  and  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
Bonri,  (Mr.  Bsmton,)  have  submitted  proposi- 
tions intended  to  carry  out  the  President's  ro- 
commendi^on,  differing  somewhat  in  detui, 
bat  both  founded  on  the  prinoiple  of  rejecting 
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bank  paper  altogeUier  in  the  operations  of  the 
Government,  even  though  immediately  convert- 
ible into  specie,  and  issued  by  banks  of  unques- 
tionable solidit^.  Both  contemplate,  as  does 
the  recommendation  of  thePresident,  a  thorough 
revolution  in  the  policy  and  practice  of  the 
Government.  From  tiie  origin  of  the  Govem- 
ment  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  treat  the  notes  of  q>eoie-paying 
banks  as  equiTalent  to  specie ;  and  the  Joint 
resolution  of  1816  expressly  placed  bank  notes 
convertible  into  specie  on  the  same  footing  vith 
specie,  in  the  fiscal  transactions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, It  is  true  that,  nnder  the  construction 
given  to  tiiat  act  by  the  law  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  late  Ftesident  of  the  United  States 
caused  an  order  to  be  issued  requiring  payments 
for  public  lands  to  be  made  in  gold  and  silver 
alone,  still  leaving  the  other  branch  of  the  rev- 
enue (the  onstoms)  to  be  collected  as  heretofore, 
in  the  notes  oS,  or  checks  on,  specie-paying 
banks.  That  order  was  understood  at  the  time 
to  be  issued  for  objects  purely  of  a  temporary 
nature,  aad  as  moh  it  have  been  a  salataiy 
measure.  But  its  ooutinaanoe  as  a  part  of  the 
permanent  policy  of  the  Oovenunent  was  al- 
most mumimouBly  repudiated  by  the  Toioe  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  of  the 
States. 

Yon  well  remember,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
discussions  to  which  this  subject  gave  rise,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  terminated  in 
the  passage  of  a  bill,  by  overwhelming  major- 
ities of  both  Houses,  distinctly  reaffirming  the 
priuciple  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  reoeivability  of  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  b^nks,  and  cont^jung  also  the  sign^- 
cant  provision  that,  in  future,  no  discrimination 
iihould  be  made  between  the  di&rent  branoheB 
of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  medium  in  which  they 
were  to  be  paid.  This  bill  receired  the  Tot^ 
of  nine-tenths  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
and  near  three-fourths  of  the  other.  8tiU  it 
did  not  become  a  law.  The  circumstances 
nnder  which  it  was  arrested  in  the  ordinary 
iuid  rf^polar  course,  and  which  alone  prevented 
it  from  being  now  the  law  of  the  luidT  are  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  the  country.  I  will  not 
speak  of  them,  for  it  is  m^  sincere  wish  to  keep 
out  of  the  present  discnssion  every  thing  which 
may  awaken  unpleasant  feelings.  But  tliis  I 
will  say,  that  no  act  of  l^slatioa  was  ever  the 
subject  of  a  more  watchful  scrutiny,  in  the  Ta- 
rious  stages  of  its  progress ;  few,  if  any,  have 
ever  met  a  fuller  disoossion,  or  «  more  delib- 
erate connderation;  none,  within  my  eqterienoe, 
have  ever  received  a  more  unanimous  and  em- 
phatic assent  of  the  bodies  by  which  it  was 
passed.  The  country,  too,  so  fax  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn,  (and  I  have  not  been  an  inatten- 
tive observer  of  the  evidence  of  public  senti- 
ment on  the  subject,)  has  responded  with  a 
general  voice  of  approbation  to  the  dedsion  of 
Oongreaa,  and  warmly  and  cordially  snstdned 
it.  It  is  that  measnre,  thus  doubly  sanotionedf 
with  somo  modifioationa  soited  to  the  cbftnge 
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of  cu'onmstauoes,  that  I  beg  leave  to  re-prc«ent 
as  a  compliance  with  the  call  of  the  Presidmt 
on  Oongress  for  farther  le^slation,  bdieving  it 
to  be  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the  oocadon, 
as  well  as  useful  and  salutary  in  its  genml 
operation  on  the  currency. 

The  principles  of  that  bill  were  these :  It  de- 
clared that  the  public  dues  should  be  collected 
in  spetne,  or  in  the  notes  of  En>ecie-paying  bai^ 
nn^  oerbdu  resbictions  in  r^ai^  to  nnaU 
notes,  which  were  intended  to  promote  the  si^ 
pression  (ultimately  but  graduidly)  of  all  notes 
under  twenty  dollars ;  and  it  further  provided, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  that,  in  fbture,  no  dis- 
crimination should  be  made  between  the  differ- 
ent branches  of  the  revenue,  as  to  the  funds  in 
which  they  were  receivable.   These  principles 
are  incorporated  in  the  bill  I  now  ask  leave  to 
present,  and  in  the  very  leakage  in  which  they 
stood  in  the  bill  of  last  session.   The  modifica- 
tions of  that  bill  which  I  have  made  with  refer- 
ence to  existing  circumstances  are  these :  In  con- 
templation of  uie  oontingoicy  (now  highly  prob- 
able) of  an  issue  of  l^easnry  notes.  I  Lave  iu- 
troduoed  an  alteniative  olansei  de(uaring  that, 
in  addition  to  spede  and  the  notes  of  necie* 
paying  banks,  ue  public  dues  may  be  ooIm^ 
"  in  any  other  medium  a|>eoially  anUiorized  by 
law.**   The  other  modification  has  relation  to 
the  great  desideratum  of  an  eariy  I'eenmptioD 
of  specie  payments  by  tiie  banks,  and  c<»n3ti 
in  a  proviso  that  *'  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
now  foils,  or  may  hereafter  fail,  to  redeem  its 
notes  in  specie,  shall,  at  any  time,  be  received 
in  discharge  of  the  pnblic  dues,  unless  such 
bank  ^all,  on  or  before  a  given  day,  have  Sons 
Jide  resumed  payment  in  speae."   The  object 
of  this  proviso  is  to  desi^ate  a  fixed  period 
for  the  resnmption  of  q>ede  payments  1^  the 
banks,  whiob  may  serve  as  a  rallying  point  to 
them  all,  and  produce  that  conceit  and  harmo- 
ny of  movemmt,  without  which  this  most  de- 
sirable end  cannot  be  accomplished.  There 
will  be  no  difficulty,  I  think,  tcom  the  data  al- 
ready in  onr  pOBsesncm,  or  easily  attiunable,  in 
fixing  that  period  nnaerstandingly  and  judi- 
ciou^y.    The  mere  dedgnation  of  a  day  by 
Congress  will,  itself^  be  powerfully  operative  in 
efiecting  the  result  we  aim  at.   Ton  doubtless 
reoolleot,  Mr.  President,  what  was  the  effect 
produced  by  a  similar  proceeding  in  1816-*17. 
By  the  joint  resolution  of  ApriL  1616,  the  30th 
of  February  following  was  fixed  as  the  day  lor 
the  resomption  of  Bpe<»e  pigments  by  the  bukL 
The  banks  themsdves  determined,  in  a  formil 
oonventiw  held  for  the  purpose,  not  to  resmna 
until  the  1st  dftr  of  Jtiiy,  1817 ;  but  the  firm 
adherenoe  of  Gtmgress  to  Hmr  oiij^nal  resolu- 
tion fimwd  the  dimki  to  yield,  and  they  finally 
and  simultaneously  resomed  spoci*  payments 
on  the  20th  February,  1817,  the  day  indicated 
by  the  act  of  Congress.   I  have,  Mr.  Pre^ei^ 
spoken  of  this  matter  in  reference  to  the  parti- 
cular circumstanoes  of  the  crisis,  and  what  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  the  presdng  and  paramonnt 
olfleot  to  whioh  Um  attentifHi  <tf  every  patrkHie 
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legialfttor  ought  to  be  directed  at  the  present 
moment — an  early  resomption  of  apeoie  pay- 
XMnta  by  the  banks.  Bat,  looking  at  it  in  a 
broader  and  more  general  point  of  view,  I  ask, 
sir,  n|>on  what  principle  of  repnblioan  govern- 
ment is  it  that  the  OoTemment  can  be  Jnstifled 
in  drawing  a  line  between  itself  and  the  people 
~-m  saying  there  shall  be  one  currency  for  the 
Govemment  and  its  officers,  and  another  fbr 
the  great  body  of  the  c(mimtuiit7— tiiat  the  bet- 
ta  eorrenoy  wall  be  for  the  governors,  and  the 
baser  enrrenoy  for  the  govemedl  Sadi  I  have 
shown  most  be  the  effect  of  demanding  the  pub- 
lic dnea  in  gold  and  silTer  exdodrely,  while  the 
mass  of  the  cironlation  shall  consist  of 
paper.  Sir,  I  have  always  been  tanght 
to  belters— my  honorable  oolleagne  and  myself 
learned  it  from  the  bill  of  rights  of  onr  own 
State  as  soon  as  we  were  capable  of  reading — 
thftt  a  eommon  interest  between  the  ^remors 
and  ihe  governed  is  a  ftrndamental  pnnoiple  of 
firee  institctiona,  and  that  the  best  means  of  "  re- 
straining &e  former  from  oppression  is  to  make 
them  tea  and  participate  in  the  burdens  of  the 
latter."  Let  the  GoTenunent  riiare  tiie  same 
fate  with  the  dtisen,  and  yon  give  it  the  stavng- 
eet  of  all  motives  to  watch  over  the  general  u- 
terestfl.  On  the  other  hand,  place  it  in  a  po- 
sition difflBrent  from  that  of  the  great  body  of 
the  commonity,  especially  in  so  vital  a  matter 
as  that  of  its  revenue  and  pecmiiary  support, 
and  yon  make  it  at  once  callous  and  indifferent 
to  the  safferiogs  of  the  people,  and  even  give 
it  an  interest  to  perpetnate  those  sufferings. 
Ton  destroy  all  sympathy  on  the  part  of  uie 
Government  with  the  people,  and  yon  alioiate 
the  confidence  and  aflMtiims  of  the  people  fhnn 
the  Government. 

What,  rir,  la  at  tiiis  moment  the  nngnidottB 
aMitnde  in  which  the  GoTemment  is  placed  tow- 
ards the  people  t  Be  oflSoers  and  oonbvctors 
are  paid  in  gold  and  rflTor,  or  in  Treasury 
drafts  made  reodvable  in  discharge  of  public 
'  does,  and  therefore  nearly  eqaivalent  to  gold 
and  rilver,  while  the  oranmnnt^  at  large  are 
left  to  condnot  th^  basin  ess  as  they  may,  in 
an  irredeemable  paper  enrrency.  Does  not 
this  operate  as  a  vu^nal  increase  of  the  salaries 
of  pablic  officers,  iu  the  midst  of  general  dis- 
tress afibcting  all  the  rest  of  the  commonity  t 
The  ^Id  and  silver  which  they  receive  is  at  a 
vreminm  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  and  the 
TVeasnry  drafts  at  seven  or  eight  per  cent.,  above 
the  actual  and  common  currency  of  the  country. 
Tins  preminm  is^  I  repeat  an  addition  of  so 
nmoh  to  the  amonnt  of  their  salaries ;  for,  in  a 
pnKtieal  seDSCf  there  has  as  yet  been  no  depre- 
idation  in  the  valne  of  current  bank  notes. 
They  pass  for  aa  much  in  the  ordinary  bnuness 
<tf  life— in  the  pigment  of  debts,  in  tlie  pnr- 
ciiase  of  neoessariee  and  eonveniences,  of  wnat- 
ever  is  worn,  drank,  or  eaten — as  they  ever  did. 
The  premium,  tiien,  which  thb  pnblio  officers 
and  contractors  obtain  on  their  gold  and  silver, 
aifd  Treasnry  drafts,  is  so  much  clear  gain  to 
them.   And  at  whose  e^nse  is  it  aoqoiredt 
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Is  it  not  at  that  of  the  great  body  of  the  people, 
the  ultimate  taxpayers  and  snpporters  of  the 
Government.  Does  any  one  sappoee  that  the 
importing  merchant,  who  has  to  give  ten  or 
twelve  per  cent,  for  the  gold  and  nlver,  and 
seven  or  eight  per  cent,  fw  the  Treasury  drafts, 
with  which  he  pays  his  duties  to  the  Govern- 
ment, does  not  add  an  equal  amount,  with  the 
nsoal  profit  nptm  it,  to  the  price  of  his  goods? 
It  Is,  then,  the  oonsnmer  at  last,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  great  body  of  the  peoplcL  who  are 
sabject  to  increased  taxation  for  the  boiefit  of 
the  office-bolder  and  the  contractor. 

Sir,  this  is  a  state  of  things  whic^  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  penietnated.  It  is  contrary  to  tiie 
genios  and  fundamental  principles  of  our  repnb- 
Bcan  system.  Of  all  schemes  of  policy  I  can 
conceive,  that  which  proposes  a  permanent  dis- 
tinction between  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple in  their  pecnniaiy  interests — one  currency, 
and  that  the  better  one,  for  the  Government, 
and  another,  and  inferior  currency,  for  the  peo- 
ple— snoh  a  system  of  discrimination  is,  to  my 
mind,  of  all  others,  the  most  injurious  and  re- 
volting in  principle,  the  most  heartless  in  char- 
acter, and  the  most  despotio  in  its  tendendea. 
It  is  like  qnartering  the  Government,  as  a 
foref^  enemy,  on  the  heart  of  the  coon  try. 
You  mtrench  it  behind  a  ftowningfortificatloii, 
surround  it  with  battlements,  and  lay  the  conn- 
try,  far  and  near,  under  contribution  for  the 
support  of  this  garrison  of  office-holders.  Des- 
olation and  oppression  are  without,  while  the 
tenants  of  the  dtadel  are  revelling  in  luxnry 
and  profunon  within.  I  am  not  willing,  for 
one,  to  see  the  Government  of  my  country 
placed  in  this  antisocial,  if  not  belligerent,  at- 
titude towards  the  people.  I  am  not  wUling 
that  this  ftvored  land,  to  whidt  the  nations  in 
the  earth  are  lotting  for  a  sncoessfbl  example 
ctf  the  practical  eqlt^mdnt  of  free  institutions, 
should  e]d)iUt  such  a  spectacle  of  inequality 
and  oppression  in  the  eyes  of  the  world. 

Hnw  reliance,  Hr.  President,  has  been  plac- 
ed on  the  popular  catch-word  of  divorcing  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks. 
Nothing  is  more  delasive  and  treacherous  than 
catch- words.  How  often  has  the  revered  name 
of  liberty  been  invoked,  in  every  qnarter  of  the 
globe,  and  every  age  of  the  world,  to  disgoise 
and  sanctify  the  most  heartless  despotism.  Let 
us  beware  that,  in  attempting  to  divorce  the 
Government  from  all  connection  with  banks,  we 
do  not  end  with  divorcing  the  Government 
fhnn  the  peojde.  As  long  as  the  people  shall 
be  satii^ed  m  tikeir  tnaisaetiona  with  each 
other,  with  a  soond  ocmTertible  ^sper  medinm, 
with  a  dae  proportion  of  the  precions  metals 
fonning  tike  ba^  of  that  mediom,  and  mingled 
in  tiie  current  of  oironlation,  why  should  the 
Government  n^eot  alti^^w  this  enrrenoy  of 
the  people,  in  the  operations  of  the  public 
Treasury  ?  If  this  currency  be  good  enoagh  for 
the  masters,  it  ought  to  be  so  for  the  servants. 
If  the  Government  sternly  reifect,  for  its  uses, 
the  genwal  mediom  of  coohange  adopted  bj 
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the  oommanitjr,  is  it  not  therebj  isolated  from 
the  geaeral  wants  and  biuinesa  of  the  oonntry, 
in  ration  to  this  j^at  concern  of  the  curren- 
or  f  Do  jon  not  give  It  a  separate,  if  not  hoe- 
tile,  interest,  and  thus,  in  effect,  produce  a  di- 
vorce between  GoTemment  ana  people? — a 
resolt,  of  all  others,  to  be  most  depreo^ed  in  a 
repablican  ayBtem. 

we  hare  been  UHA^  Vr.  Preddent,  of  the  ein- 
banraasments  and  inoonTonienoea  to  wbieh  the 
Government  is  exposed,  by  recMving  ita  rev- 
enues in  anything  bnt  gold  and  silver,  in  snoh 
an  event  as  has  now  overtaken  the  oonntry  and 
involved  it  in  general  distress.  For  one,  sir,  I 
cannot  respond  to  this  appeaL  I  do  not  dewe 
to  aee  the  Government  placed  in  a  podtim 
that  would  exempt  it  from  embarrassment  when 
the  people  are  embarrassed.  Wonld  it  give  aaj 
aatisfiiction  to  a  patriotic  mind,  in  the  present 
calamitous  oondition  of  the  conntry,  to  see 
treasures  of  gold  and  silver  pouring  into  the 
ooffers  of  the  Qovernment,  while  the  people  are 
anffering  all  the  evils  of  an  irredeemable  and 
depreciating  paper  onrrenoy!  For  mysdf,  I 
am  free  to  say,  that  neither  as  a  citizen  nor  as  a 
xepreaoitative^  having  it  in  mr  power,  if  I 
would,  to  parddpate,  in  Mune  degree,  in  these 
peculiar  advantages  of  the  Government,  oould 
aaoh  a  state  of  things  minister  the  slightest 

Satifioation  to  me.  No,  dr,  my  heart  disowns 
a  thought.  .60  far  from  it,  the  oontrast 
would  be  but  a  new  feature  added  to  the  mor- 
tifying and  distressed  condition  of  the  country, 
and  casting  reproach  upon  our  institutions, 
which  admitted  such  an  unnatural  and  anti-re- 
pnblioan  inequality.  If  any  thing  could  make 
your  Qovemmeat  a  callous  and  indifferent  spec- 
tator of  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  refhsing  a 
helping  hand  to  their  reliefl  and  "mocking 
when  their  fear  oometii  on,"  it  would  be  to 
{daoe  it  in  a  position  lilce  this.  No,  dr ;  when- 
ever the  people  satifor  embarraaiment,  embar- 
raaament  dioidd  be  felt  by  the  Government, 
that  it  may  be  stimulated,  through  experioice 
of  the  oonmion  suffering,  to  do  allitcaa  toin«> 
vent  or  relieve  that  snffeHng.  I  am  for  hold- 
ing the  Government  in  all  things  to  a  common 
fate  with  the  people,  so  that  whatever  touches 
the  one  shall  be  immediately  felt  by  the  other. 
Let  the  condition  of  the  Government  answer  to 
the  condition  of  the  people,  so  that  the  conduct 
and  policy  of  the  one  may,  with  equal  fidelity, 
reflect  the  interests  and  sentiments  of  the  other. 

This,  sir,  is  the  principle  which  has  always 
gnided  my  views  in  regard  to  the  great  question 
of  the  onnrenoy.  Ko  one  dedrea  a  sound  re- 
form of  &e  currency  mon  than  I  do;  bnt  I 
vbh  to  improve  it  for  the  benefit  the  people 
as  wdl  as  of  the  Government  I  dedre  to  see 
a  large  infkidon  of  the  precious  metals  into  the 
general  circulation  and  bodneas  of  tiie  country, 
and  not  a  monopoly  of  them  by  the  Govern- 
ment. This  great  object  can  be  effected  only 
by  the  saj^r^pn  or  bank  notes  of  tiie  lower 
denominations,  and  not  by  demanding  gold  and 
^ver  aUaie  iupi^ent  (rf*  dues  to  tm  Govwn- 
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ment  Let  all  notes  under  twenty  dcdlan  be 
gradually  suppressed,  and  you  will  bave  an 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  common  droa- 
lation,  pasdng  from  hand  to  hand  in  the  com- 
mon business  of  society.  That  will  be  a  sda- 
tary  and  beneficent  reform,  enuring  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  great  body  of  the  people  as  well 
as  of  the  Government;  and  when  it  shall  hare 
been  acomnplished,  when  gdld  and  silver  shall 
thus  have  become  the  comnon  currency  of  the 
oonntry,  yon  may,  without  liardahip  <»■  i^jn^ 
tiee,  demand  pajniait  of  the  pnblie  dnea  in  the 
precious  metals.  Bnt  this  most  desirable  reenlt 
— ^the  general  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  in 
the  ofHomon  badness  of  life — never  oaa  be 
effeoted  (as  I  think  I  have  folly  shown  on  an- 
other occasion)  without  a  previous  suppresdon 
of  bank  notee  of  the  lower  denMoiaations.  In 
every  scheme  of  reforming  the  currency,  which 
looks  to  the  benefit  of  the  people  as  well  as  of 
the  Government,  this  is  the  great  point  to  be 
aimed  at  It  was  the  leading  object  of  the 
measure  I  brought  forward  danog  the  last  see- 
don  of  Congress,  and  which  then  received  the 
almost  unanimous  sanction  of  tliis  Honse,  aod 
the  assent  of  a  lai^  mi^orify  of  the  otbo^ 
though,  from  canses  to  which  I  have  already 
allnded,  it  ^ed  to  become  a  law.  The  same 
measure,  in  all  its  essential  principles,  I  now 
a^^  submit  for  the  condderation  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  Preddent,  dr,  in  his  Heas^ge,  tells  ns 
that  tiie  reqaidtion  of  gold  and  diver  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues  wonld  have  "a  direct 
tendency  to  produce  a  wide  circulation  of  the 
precious  metals,  to  increase  the  safety  of  bank 
paper,  and  to  improve  the  general  currency.*' 
I  desire  to  treat  the  opinions  of  the  Preddwt 
with  lUl  posdble  respect — a  respect  felt  alike 
for  the  individual  and  the  migistrate;  bnt 
unless  I  have  wholly  miseonceived  the  eleraai* 
taiT  prindplea  whldi  belong  to  this  auljjed.,  at 
wm  as  thdr  obvious  practical  operation,  it  is 
impofldble  to  sastiUn  any  one  of  theae  podtioiu. 
Bow,  dr,  can  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in 
gold  and  diver  tend  "  to  widen  the  circulation 
of  the  predous  metals?  "  It  is  a  well-known 
and  invariable  law  of  currency,  that  bank  notes 
and  coins  of  the  same  denomination  cannot  cir- 
culate together.  It  is  In  vain,  then,  to  attempt 
to  widen  the  circnlation  of  gold  anid  silver  by 
any  other  means  than  by  titie  suppressitai 
bank  notes  of  the  lower  denomiuationa.  But, 
not  now  to  dwell  on  this  view  of  the  subject, 
(which  I  have  fidly  developed  and  enforced 
elsewhoe^)  I  maintain  that  the  eoUeetion  of 
publio  revffline  in  gold  and  diver,  while  the 
common  onrren<gr  ot  the  coontiT  consists  of 
bulk  p^ier,  instead  of  widening  the  droolation 
of  those  metals,  would  have  the  effect  of  taking 
tliem  out  of  general  dreulation  altt^etiier.  Jn 
the  remarks  I  have  already  made,  I  think  it 
has  been  satis&ctorily  shown  that  the  neoeeaaiy 
effect  of  this  policy  wonld  be  to  cause  gold  aod 
silver  to  bear  a  premium.  Bearing  a  premiam, 
tb^  wmld  not  dronlate  aa  cnrrenoy  at  all,  but 
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-voald  be  at  once  converted  into  an  article  of 
merchandiBe.  The  public  debtor  would  huj 
tbem  of  the  broker  to  pay  bis  dues  to  the 
Government ;  and  when  paid  out  to  the  public 
creditor,  he  would  go  and  sell  them  again  to 
tbe  broker.  Instead  of  entering  into  ciroula- 
tkm,  all  of  tbem  that  were  aeen  would  be  re* 
■trmed  to  this  namnr  nrand  of  teaffie,  while 
tiw  great  maas  of  tbem  would  be  withdrawn 
from  pablio  view  as  well  as  me. 

Tlwiif  dr,  as  to  the  tendencjr  of  this  policy  to 
increase  the  safety  of  bank  paper" — would 
joa  iocreasB  the  ssfety  of  bank  paper  by  ab- 
Btncdng  the  ftind  for  its  redemption?  Tet 
such  wcxild  be  the  plain  operation  of  this  policy. 
The  Secretary  of  tne  Treasory  has  referred  to 
the  ooBditioD  of  the  Treasury  in  I8S4,  as  afford- 
ing a  general  average  to  illustrate  the  operation 
of  the  new  financial  system  he  proposes.  In 
looking  at  the  Treasury  statements  for  that 
year,  I  find  that  the  aven^  amonnt  of  public 
moneys  on  deposit  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
dnrins  that  year,  was  about  five  millions,  while 
the  wncde  amonnt  of  nede  in  the  banks  of  the 
was  about  two  mUli^nu.  Taking  this  as  a 
fair  average  for  that  oity,  what  womd  be  the 
inflaOMe  of  this  new  policy  ot  colleoting  the 

EbUo  does  in  gold  and  ^ver,  on  the  safety  of 
nk  paper  there  I  Where  vonld  you  get  the 
five  nuUions  of  specie  to  meet  this  demand 
for  the  pablio  revenue  f  It  is  evident  the 
banks  would  be  drained  by  it  of  their  stock  of 
tibe  predous  metals,  and  the  community  wonld 
diuB  be  deprived  of  the  security  on  which  they 
relied  for  the  soundness  of  the  bank  paper  held 
by  them.  The  **  improvemwt  of  the  general 
currency,"  then,  which  the  President  anticipates 
as  the  result  of  the  policy  he  proposes,  would, 
mien  the  prindplea  haretofi>re  reoeivea  as  in- 
eoBtestaUe  truths  on  the  subject  of  the  curren- 
cy be  otter  bUartet^  amonnt  to  this,  that  the 
predoQsmetalawoaldnokHigarfiMinapartofthe 
general  drenlation;  that  they  would  cease  to 
be  currency,  and  beoome  mere  artides  of  ifier- 
diandiae,  to  be  obtained  c«dy  at  a  premium, 
and  tiiat  the  ^>ecie  basis,  on  which  the  sound- 
ness and  safety  of  bank  piq>er  so  munly  depend, 
would  henceforward,  to  a  great  extent,  be 
withdrawn  and  monopolized  by  the  Govern- 
ment 

The  messure  which  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate,  and  which  received 
the  almost  unanimous  sanction  of  both  Houses 
of  Ocmgrees  at  the  last  Besrion,  is  the  result  of 
tiiese  newB.  Permit  me,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  mqoire  what  would  be  its  praotioal  effects 
on  the  genoal  omdltion  trf  the  onrrency,  if  the 
pcdiey  it  holda  out  should  be  carried  into  fbU 
effect  by  the  co-<^>eration  of  the  States  and  the 
Gweraf  Government  as  I  think  it  would  be  if 
•ostaned  here.  It  oontemtdates  the  gradual 
mppression,  after  given  periods,  of  aO  bank 
notes  under  ten  wid  twmty  didlars  respectively. 
Bappoiteg  t^is  last  Umit  attained,  how  would 
W»  currency  of  the  ooontry  thai  stand  under 
Ha  operatkmt  Aoeording  to  a  caloolatioa  I 


submitted  last  winter,  founded  on  authentic 
data,  it  wonld  in  that  case  be  constituted  nearly 
as  the  currency  of  England  is,  that  is,  nearly 
one-half  of  the  precious  metals,  and  the  residue 
of  convertible  paper.  Would  not  such  a  con- 
stitttticm  of  the  currency  as  this  accommodate  all 
the  wants  of  tiie  community?  What  are  the 
real  wants  of  the  country  in  regard  to  curren- 
cy I  To  have  a  eoond,  staple,  and  oonvenlent 
medium  of  circulation,  for  orainary  and  local 
purposes ;  and  for  occasional  and  more  extend- 
ed use,  a  medium  which,  in  addition  to  these 
fundamental  properties,  shall  be  substantially 
of  uniform  valae  throughout  tiie  whole  country. 
Now,  for  the  first  description  of  uses  there 
could  be  no  better  currency  than  the  policy  of 
this  bill  would  give  us.  There  woud  be  an 
abundance  of  gold  and  silver  in  circulation  for 
the  great  mass  of  ordinary  and  daily  transac- 
tions, while,  for  large  payments  and  remittan- 
ces, we  should  enjoy  the  conveniences  of  a 
sound,  convertiUe  paper  medium.  In  regard 
to  those  distant  uses  which  call  for  a  medium 
of  general  and  uniform  credit,  the  occa^ons  of 
tbem  are  eittier  travelUng  or  remittances.  But 
for  travelling,  there  ooold  be  no  medium  of 
more  uniform  and  general  credit  than  the  gold 
coins,  which,  in  the  case  supposed,  could  always 
be,  had  without  difficulty,  while  they  would  at 
the  same  time  be  perfectly  portable  and  con- 
venient. As  to  distant  remittances,  they  are 
hardly  ever  made  in  money  of  any  sort,  but  are 
effected  through  drafts  and  bills  of  exchange ; 
and  when  the  local  currencies  within  their  re- 
spective spheres  shall  be  raised  to  par  with  spe- 
cie, the  rates  of  exchange,  with  the  advantages 
of  so  portable  a  currency  as  gold  to  adjust  bal- 
ances between  the  States,  would  be  next  to  noth- 
ing^HWrtainly  as  cheap  as  it  has  ever  been 
under  the  r^me  of  a  national  bank. 

Among  the  most  important  advantages  of 
such  a  constitution  of  the  cnrrrency  as  is  con- 
templated  by  this  bill,  are  the  substantial  secu- 
rities it  woidd  afford  agfunst  the  peculiar  dan- 
gers and  eviLi  of  the  banking  system.  Those 
evils  are,  a  tendency  to  over-issues  of  pfver, 
fluctuations  in  the  quantity  of  currency  and  in 
the  value  of  property  as  effected  by  them,  and 
the  liability  to  a  suspension  of  specie  pavments, 
Tho  suppression  of  the  small  notes  would  ope- 
rate, in  two  ways,  to  check  over-issues.  In 
bringing  a  larger  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  in* 
to  cirouation,  it  would,  of  course,  dimiui^  in 
the  same  proportion  the  issaes  of  p^>er  to  form 
a  part  of  the  dreulation.  The  number  of  ia- 
soers,  toOk  wonld  be  dimiiUshed;  for,  the  small 
cote  circiuation  being  a  contoderable  source  of 
profit,  its  suppression  would  take  awa^  one 
efficient  motive  to  the  multiplication  of  banks. 
Then  as  to  fluctuations  in  uie  amount  of  the 
currency,  and  the  often  ruinous  fluctuations 
that  ensue  in  the  value  of  property,  this  evil  is 
{{reatiy  increased  by  the  fact  uiat,  in  the  exist- 
mg  state  of  the  currency  in  this  country,  when- 
ever an  unfavorable  balance  of  trade  creates  a 
drain  on  the  banks  for  specie,  having  no  means 
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of  recruiting  th«r  snpply  but  from  abroad,  for 
every  dollar  of  specie  that  is  drawn  from  them, 
they  are  fcmied  to  draw  in  Uieir  owu  circnla- 
tlon  to  three  or  fonr  timea  the  amonnt.  Bat 
when  the  domestic  ohaimeb  are;6Ued  wUb  gdd 
aad  folver,  aa  they  would  be  if  the  smdl  notes 
were  aoppresaed,  the  bank^  being  alw^  able 
to  rejdaoe  whaterer  specie  is  drawn  from  them, 
bj  a  fordgD  drain,  with  an  equal  cpantity  ob- 
tained  in  the  coontry,  their  circnlation  remains 
comparatiTeW  steady.  The  same  ciroumatance, 
enabling  the  banks  to  meet  any  sudden  ran  up- 
on tiiem  by  a  prompt  reinforoement  of  their  re- 
aouroes,  obriatea  the  danger  of  a  snspenaon  of 
speae  payments,  and  renders  saoh  a  ccmtingea- 
1^  next  to  impossible.  If  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollars  bad  been  suppressed,  who,  for 
example^  could  suppose  that,  filled  as  the  chan- 
nels a{  cironlation  would  in  that  case  have  been 
with  gold  and  silver,  and  the  quantity  of  bank 
paper  oomparatirely  small,  the  banks  of  this 
oountiT  would,  in  the  Ute  preasnre,  hare  been 
0(^>eUed  to  siupend  ^lede  pi^ents  ? 

The  system  of  pdi<qr,  then,  proposed  1^  this 
bin,  if  carried  into  fidl  execution,  would  secure  to 
the  country  a  sound,  stable,  oonTenient,  and  sub- 
stantially uniform  ourrenoy — consisting  nearly 
one-half  of  coin  for  the  diuly  and  ordinary  transao- 
tions  of  life,  and  the  residue  of  sound  oonvertible 
paper,  for  laige  operations  and  commerdal  pur- 
poses. Without  depriving  the  communily  of 
any  of  the  advantages  of  the  banking  system,  it 
would  obviate  the  danger  and  cure  tiie  evils 
incident  to  that  ^stem.  But  the  Senator  from 
South  Garolioa,  (Hr.  Oaxhovn,)  while  a^owl- 
edging  the  high  importance  of  the  reform  con- 
templated by  the  UU,  objects  that  the  means 
proposed  for  its  acoompliuiment  are  inefiBdent 
If  that  ^tleman  be  jiAt  in  anp^oetng  that 
the  credit  of  bank  pu>w  is  owbag  to  its  receiT- 
ability  in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  which, 
he  says,  operates  as  a  general  endorsaUon  of  it 
by  tiie  Gkivemment,  then  surely  the  meanspro- 
posed  by  the  bill  are  not  inefiBoient.  what 
more  powerful  induoementa  could  be  addressed 
to  the  banks  to  conform  their  issues  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  than  the  annunciation  that, : 
if  they  did  not  do  so,  the  Government  would 
withhold  from  them  that  which,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Garolina, 
alone  gives  credit  to  their  paper?  But,  with- 
out Bgtedug  with  the  Senator  from  South  Gar- 
olina  in  the  extent  to  wbidi  he  carries  his 
views  4^  the  credit  <tf  bankjpaper  being  solely 
derived  from  its  reoeivaUli^  by  the  Govern- 
ment, I  stin  bdieve  tiiat  the  sanctions  of  this 
bill,  though  I  have  never  supposed  them  sufli- 
dent  of  &emselves  to  fully  accomplish  the  ob- 
ject, would  exert  a  very  oonriderable  influence 
on  the  conduct  of  the  banks.  It  must  not  be 
fi>rgotten  that  the  means  proposed  by  this  bill 
are  the  very  means  employed  by  the  Joint  res- 
olution of  1616,  to  bring  the  banks  back  to  spe- 
de  payments  on  tliat  occasion,  and  which,  not- 
withstanding th#>  previously  declared  determi- 
nation of  the  banks  to  the  omtraiy,  did  briug 
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them  back  to  ^>ecie  payments  on  the  day  fixed 
by  that  resolution.  The  same  means,  too,  were 
employed  with  success  by  the  Secretary  <jt  the 
Trwksury,  in  1816,  to  induce  the  banks  to  re- 
ceive Treasury  notes  (which  had  snstaiited  a 
considerable  depredation)  at  par,  though  they 
had  befbre  refbsed  to  reedve  them  either  u 
paymoat  or  oa  depocdL 

One  of  the  most  alarming  and  portentoos 
aspects  of  this  snb-Treasnry  scheme  still  re- 
mains to  be  considered.  To  my  view  it  has  a 
sqnlntiuff,  an  "  awful  sqninting,*^  towards  aTreas- 
ury  bank — a  bank  under  the  sovereign  and  ex- 
clusive control  of  ExecnUre  agents.  It  appeara 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury that  the  contemplated  fiscal  agencies  are  to 
l^mish  *'  a  paper  mraiam  "  for  the  cMnmonity, 
by  "  issuing  certificates  and  drafts  payable  in 
spede  to  bearer  or  order,  and  made  receivable 
for  all  public  dues."  After  descanting  on  the 
advant^ces  of  "  this  kind  of  paper,"  he  says : 
"  If  the  demand  for  saoh  pq>er  increased,  pub- 
lic and  private  omTenieDce  mif^t  be  promoted, 
and  an  equal  quantity  of  q)ede,  at  the  same 
time,  preaerved  in  toe  countxy,  by  reserving 
for  this  purpose,  from  any  accnmnlation  in  the 
Treasury,  a  snffident  sum,  and  pladng  it  at  a 
few  important  and  convenient  points,  to  render 
a  greater  number  of  certificates  redeemable 
there  with  the  very  coin  whose  representative 
they  are  intended  and  honestly  ought  to  be." 
These  views  of  the  Secretary  are  referred  to, 
and  impliedly  sanctioned,  by  the  President  in 
his  Message.  Kow,  is  not  this  apparatus.  * 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  Government  bank  i 
The  fundamental  idea  of  a  bank  is  an  institu- 
tion which  "issues  and  droulates  a  p^ier  cred- 
it, fimnded  on  a  deposit  of  odn  or  cmsr  pn^ 
ertjj  wfaidi  paper  credit  is  to  answer  the  pur* 
poses  of  money!  "  Tlds  pJl^ject  frUiBla  evoy 
featnre  of  the  definition.  The  officers  of  the 
Oovemment  are  to  issue  a  paper  credit  in  the 
form  of  certificates  and  drafts  founded  on  a  de- 
posit of  spede  in  the  Treasury  and  sab-Treas- 
uries, which  pf^r  oredit  is  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses of  money,  or  a  general  "  drculating  me- 
dium." It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that 
this  scheme  is  the  precise  eml>odying  of  the 
outiine  given  by  Graeral  HamOton  in  1791,  of 
what  he  describes  and  avows  to  be  a  bank — a 
Government  bank.  Such,  I  bdieve,  is  the  ten- 
dency and  virtual  operation  oi  the  snb-Treaa- 
ury  scheme. 

I  ask  goitlemen,  then,  if  they  are  wilUng  to 
organize  a  great  moneyed  machine  Uke  uiia, 
and  put  it,  for  all  ftatnre  time,  in  the  hands  of  fhe 
Executive ;  if  they  are  willing,  in  the  form  of 
a  fisoal  agency,  to  create  a  Treasury  bank,  with 
its  ramifications  penetrating  every  part  of  the 
Union,  to  be  managed,  directed,  and  controlled 
exclusivdy  by  Executive  agents?  To  my  mind 
it  presents  a  fearful  conjunction — ^realidng  that 
umon  between  the  moneyed  and  political  pow- 
er of  the  country,  whidi  r^ecting  men  have 
hitherto  considered  the  most  fatal  ^  all  devieiB 
to  the  liberties  of  the  pec^le.  I  have  revtdved 
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the  subject  deeptj  and  anzioml.r,  and  I  can  see 
but  two  possible  issoes  to  the  scheme  proposed. 
It  will  either  terminate  in  a  great  Treasor^r 
bank,  such  as  I  have  describ^,  affording  a 
fatal  accommodation  to  the  moneyed  concerns  of 
the  coantry  at  the  expense  of  its  liberties,  or 
otherwise  fidling  in  any  degree  to  relieve  the 
actual  derangement  of  the  currency — on  the 
contrary,  abandoning  that  correncj  to  wild  dis- 
order and  conAidon;  the  people,  finding  the 
iuconTeniences  of  snch  a  state  of  things  no 
lon^r  tolerable,  wilL  with  a  voice  extorted  by 
their  sufferings,  call  for  a  national  regulator  in 
the  shape  of  on  incorporated  national  hankt 
Either  alternative  is,  to  my  mind,  fearful  and 
alarming;  but,  believing  one  or  the  other  to  be 
the  destmed  result  of  the  scheme  proposed,  I 
estreat  gentlemen  to  pause  and  condoer  well 
the  oonseqoences  of  their  decison. 

I  recur  now,  Ur.  President,  to  the  question 
more  particularly  involved  in  the  bill  I  ask 
leave  to  introduce.  I  think  I  have  shown,  sir, 
that  the  exaction  of  the  public  dues  in  gold  and 
diver,  while  the  great  mass  of  the  circulation 
shall  consist  of  bank  paper,  would  be  oppressive 
in  practice ;  that  it  is  anti-repnbliean  in  prinoi- 
1^  as  drawing  an  invidions  line  of  demarca- 
tioo  between  the  Government  and  people ;  and, 
eniedaDy,  that,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of^  the  country,  it  would  indefinitely  retard,  if 
not  render  impossible,  that  resumption  of  specie 
payments  by  the  banks  which  is  the  great  and 
UTsent  object  of  the  public  solicitude.  In  con- 
sic^ring  the  propositions  which  the  occasion 
has  broncht  forth,  I  have  been  strongly  re- 
minded of  the  words  of  a  great  man — of  one 
bom  to  Ber\'e  and  instruct  mankind.  Speaking 
of  the  province  and  duties  of  a  practical  states- 
man, that  great  orade  of  political  wisdom  njs : 
A  statesman  diflbrs  from  a  profbasor  in  a  nni- 
Tcrsity.  The  latter  has  only  the  general  Tiew 
of  sodety ;  the  fbrmer  (the  Btateamaii)  has  a 
noinbm»  droumstances  to  combine  with  those 
general  idflos,  and  to  take  into  consideration. 
Orcumstances  are  infinite,  and  infinitely  com- 
bined, variable,  and  tranuent;  and  he  who 
dares  not  take  them  into  conrideration  is  not 
enxmeons,  but  mad,  metaphysically  mad.  A 
statesman,  never  losing  sight  of  principles,  is  to 
be  guided  by  circumstances ;  and,  judging  con- 
trary to  the  exigencies  of  the  moment  may 
min  his  country  forever."  I  ask,  sir,  w  this 
the  moment,  when  the  country  is  weak  and 
anflbring,  to  subject  it  to  the  action  of  so  vio- 
leot  a  remedy  (if  remedy  it  can  be  called)  aa 
that  involved  In  the  proposition  to  colteot  the 
rerennee  In  gold  and  wTerl  Does  it  show  n 
wise  r^ard  to  droamstanoea,  at  such  a  mo- 
ment^ when  that  credit  system,  ander  which 
the  coantry  has  grown  np  to  power  and  great- 
ness, and  with  which,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
its  most  vital  interests  are  identified — at  a  mo- 
ment when  that  credit  system,  thus  incorporat- 
ed with  the  country,  has  already  sustained  one 
of  the  severest  shocks  to  which  it  has  ever 
iHen  exposed— is  it  wise  and  prudent,  I  say,  to 


 m 
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introduce  an  innovation  in  the  fiscal  policy  of 
the  Government,  which  aims  a  fatal  blow  at 
that  system,  and  all  the  wide-spread  and  diver- 
sified interests  connected  with  it?  The  eff^t 
of  this  innovation,  at  the  present  moment,  must 
be,  as  I  have  already  shown,  to  fix  upon  the 
country,  for  an  indefinite  period  of  tame,  the  curse 
of  an  iiredeemable  and  oepredating  paper  cur- 
rency, or  otherwise  to  fbrce,  Titdently  and  pre- 
maturely, an  ezdndve  metfulic  droolation,  by 
compelling  the  banks  at  once  to  wind  np  their  ooo- 
cems.  But  what  would  he  the  consequence  of 
thus  compelling  the  banks  precipitately  to  wind 
up  their  affairs?  They  have  vastly  more  de1>t8 
due  to  them  than  they  owe.  Compel  them, 
then,  to  wind  up,  and  you  turn  them  loose,  or 
rather  drive  them,  in  necessary  self-defence, 
upon  the  community.  According  to  the  most 
recent  and  antbentio  statements  opon  the  sub- 
ject, the  aggregate  amonnt  of  debts  due  to  the 
banks  is  l>etween  four  and  five  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Force  them  by  your  policy  to 
collect  this  vast  sum  from  the  community,  and 
what  a  wide-spread  scene  of  desolation,  em- 
bracingevery  class  of  the  oommnnity,  must  en- 
sne  I  The  banks  will  press  npon  the  importing 
merchant,  the  importing  merchant  upon  the 
retail  trader,  and  the  latter  upon  his  customers 
— the  laborer,  the  medianic,  and  the  farmer. 
If  the  result  of  this  desolating  process  should 
not  be,  in  the  language  of  Burke,  "  the  min  of 
the  country  forever,"  it  wonld  be,  at  least,  to 
infiiot  upon  it,  canselessly  and  heedlessly,  a 
blow,  fVom  which  recoveir  could  be  effected 
only  through  long  years  of  suffering  and  dis- 
tress. 

I  stand  here,  Ur.  President,  as  no  advocate 
of  the  banking  system.  I  have  been  the  con- 
stant enemy  of  Its  abuses,  the  correction  of 
which,  by  salutary  and  prcwrosdTe  reforms,  I 
have  steadily  pursued,  witnont  aiminf^  how- 
ever, at  the  destraetifm  of  the  aystem  itsdC 
which  the  country  has  dtosen  to  adopt,  and 
under  which  it  has  hitherto  attained  a  prosper- 
ity unparalleled  in  any  age  or  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  measure  I  now  offer  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  is,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment, one  of  the  most  effective  reform.  I  have 
no  interest  whatever  in  banks.  I  do  not  own, 
never  have  owned,  and  never  expect  to  own  a 
single  share  of  stock  in  any  bank,  nor  do  I  owe 
a  debt,  even  of  the  smallest  amount,  to  a  bonk. 
I  mention  Uiese  things,  not  because  X  oould 
suppose  that  other  gentlemen,  who  might  hut- 
pen  to  be  differently  sitoated,  conld,  in  the 
slightest  degree,  be  Influenced  by  considera- 
tions of  this  sort  I  deem  too  higmy  of  the  pa- 
triotism of  my  fellow-citizens  not  to  beliera 
them  shove  all  personal  considerations,  as  I  am 
sure  idl  with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a»- 
sociated  on  this  floor  are,  in  prononndng  on 
great  pnbtic  questions,  involving  the  interests 
of  the  country.  I  know,  however,  that  tiiere 
are  ungenerous  minds,  which  impute  other 

Erincipks  of  action  to  public  men ;  and,  foUow- 
ig  the  example  of  the  Senator  tnm  South 
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Oaroliaa,  who  spoke  yesterday,  (Hr.  Oalhodn,) 
I  have  thought  it  not  improper  to  state  vhti, 
from  the  nature  of  my  pnrsaita,  hat^pens  to  be 
my  dtnation  in  thia  respect.  Those  porsuits 
identify  me  by  interest,  as  my  feeliDgs  and  tastes 
do  by  sympathy,  vith  the  great  agrieoltoral 
body  of  the  oommtmity,  I  am  under  no  bias 
to  regard  the  interest  of  other  pursuits  or  other 
classes  of  the  community,  except  as  I  believe 
that,  under  our  happy  institntious,  all  pursuits 
and  all  classes  are  blended  in  one  common  in- 
terest, and  most  prosper  or  decline  together. 
It  is  in  this  spirit,  looking  to  the  irhole  country 
and  all  its  interests,  that  we  shall,  I  trust,  dis- 
charge our  duties  here.  The  occasion  rises  far 
above  the  narrow  and  fleeting  intereBta  of  party, 
and  demands  the  best  exertions  of  all  for  the 
eomtry.  The  measure  which  I  have  Tentored 
to  ofibr  is  one  on  wlucb  I  have  supposed  all 
parties  might  nnite,  as  all  parties  have  hereto- 
fore united.  Its  effect^  I  persuade  myself^  will 
bs  both  to  revive  concdence  and  to  furnish  se- 
enrity;  and,  with  the  language  of  encourage- 
ment and  the  pledges  of  a  wise  and  stable  poli- 
cy, proceeding  from  the  national  councils  here, 
we  shall  soon  see  our  youthful  and  vigorous 
country  riung  from  her  momentary  prostration, 
and,  Antffius-like,  gathering  strengm  from  her 
&11. 

When  Hr.  Rivxs  condnded,  he  introduced 
his  bill;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 


Wednisdat,  September  20. 

7K«  Oreat  Fire  in  2fm  Tori. 

tfr.  WnGBT,  from  fbe  Committee  on  Flnanoef 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  great  conflagration  of  1885  in  the  city  of 
Kew  York;  whidh  received  its  first  reading, 
and  was  ordered  to  a  second  raadbg  to-mor- 
row. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  a  remission 
of  all  duties  already  paid  or  remaining  due,  on 
all  unbroken  and  entire  packages  of  goods  and 
merchandise  consumed  in  the  nre  of  New  York ; 
and  it  provides  for  a  proportionate  remission  on 
packafies  which  had  been  opened  before  t^e  fire. 
Conunisuoners  are  to  be  mpointed,  consisting 
of  the  ooUeetors  and  other  omous  in  New  York 
dly,  whose  dnty  it  will  be  to  ascertain  the 
aanonnt  of  datiu  paid  on  packages  destroyed 
by  the  flrOf  the  names  and  residenoes  of  tiie 
aafferers,  tiie  amoont  of  goods  destroyed,  &o. 
They  are  to  meet  in  Kew  York,  and  take  testi- 
mony on  oath  reqtecting  these  {MUticnlars.  No 
olaim  to  be  entertdned  which  shall  not  be  pre- 
sented to  the  commissioners  within  four  months 
of  the  opening  of  their  oommissiooa.  The  com- 
missioners, on  the  completion  of  their  investi- 
gation, shflii  make  out  tDeir«tatement  and  send 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  doty 
it  sbaU  be  from  time  to  time  to  receive  and  ex- 
amine the  statements  of  claims  presented  and 
admitted  by  the  commissioners,  and  which  shall 
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be  subjected  to  his  approval  or  disapproval. 
When  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shul  have 
made  known  his  deternunaticm  upon  the  daims 
presented,  thai  the  oommisaioneTS  shall  mkke 
out  certificates  of  remia^on  according  to  the 
amount  ranitted  to  the  several  merchants  and 
clidmants,  and  these  oertiflcates.  ngned  by  the 
commissioners,  shall  be  received  by  the  collec- 
tors and  others  as  money  in  payment  of  duties, 
&c.,  to  the  fall  amount  of  vie  snms  remitted. 
It  is  provided,  however,  that  every  individnsl 
receiving  such  certificates  to  pass  in  patient 
of  bonds  and  dues,  &c.,  shall  give  secnnty  in 
bond  and  penalty  to  pay  double  the  amount  of 
money  remitted,  with  interest,  if  it  ahoold  ever 
appear  that  the  goods  on  which  the  romissicxi 
is  made  were  not  in  truth  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  conmiiaaiotterB  are  anthoiued  to  emploj 
a  clerk,  whose  salary,  not  exceeding  $2,000, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.] 

Sub-TStantry  Bill 

The  bill  impo^g  additional  duties  on  public 
officers,  as  depositaries  for  receiving  the  public 
money,  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Calhoun  rose,  and  moved  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice  on  Uonday 
he  should  offer  to  this  bill ;  which  having  been 
stated  to  the  Senate,  it  was,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Calhoo:, 
modified  to  read  as  fi^Howa,  the  passaffea  en- 
closed in  [  ]  being  those  added  by  Hr.  W. 

"Bee  —  And  b«  U  fwriher  muted.  That  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  Januair,  eighteen  hondred 
and  thirty-eigfat,  tbree-fourths  of  the  amoont  due  to 
the  Oovenuneot  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  pobUc 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  received  in  the  notes 

spcde-paying  banks ;  and  that  irom  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-balf  may  be  bo  received ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  Jasiiary,  eighteen  hondied  and 
forty,  one-fourth ;  and  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  alt  sams 
due  for  duties,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  other  debts 
to  the  Oovemmrat,  [and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  Office  Department,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and 
diver  coin  only,]  or  in  such  notes,  tails,  or  papon 
issued  under  the  antbority  of  the  United  States,  as 
may  be  directed  to  be  rec^ved  by  law ;  [and  from 
and  after  tlw  first  day  of  January,  ei^iteen  hnndnd 
and  forty-UM,  all  offloars  or  weids  eEwiged  in  As 
makiu;  dUmiienients  foe  the  United  Smm  or  Gtar 
eral  Fort  Office  Department,  shall  make  all  their 
payments  in  gold  and  diver  only,  or  In  aodi  notes 
orp^Krs  as  shall  be  authorized  bylaw;  and  any 
revenue  or  disburdng  officer  neglecting  so  to  do, 
shall  be  dismissed  from  his  office,  and  foneit  all  com- 
pensation which  shall  then  be  doe."] 

Mr.  Ntua  then  rose  and  said :  Be  considered 
the  subject,  viewed  in  all  its  bearings,  in  a  oon- 
stitntiooal,  financial,  and  political  aspect,  as 
one  of  great  importance,  not  inferior,  perhaps, 
to  any  which,  for  many  years  at  least,  has  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  Congress.  It  was  one  to 
which  hft  had  given  some  attention,  and  on 
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which  be  had  reflected  much ;  yet  he  shoold 
not  probably  have  troubled  the  Senate  with  anj 
remarks,  had  it  not  been  for  the  observation 
of  his  distiogoished  firiead  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Birn)  in  hia  speeoh  Tatterday.  That  Senator, 
in  sBmiort  ttf  toe  UD  which  1m  had  introdooed 
flir  aimgnating  the  pal^  flinda,  whi<di  was 
dndlar  in  its  proririmis  to  the  bill  that  passed 
botii  Hoosee  <a  Congress  last  sesnon,  and  which 
he  QSx.  N.)  and  othw  friends  of  the  administra- 
ti<HL  then  snpported,  nude  an  doqamt  q>peal 
to  hhnself  and  others  to  oc»ne  out  at  this  nme 
in  support  of  his  present  bill,  or  show  good 
reasfms  wh j  they  conld  not  do  so. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  respond  to  the  call ; 
be  could  not  support  the  gentleman's  bill,  but 
he  would  endeavor  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
ooald  not  He  last  session  gave  his  hearty  sup- 
port to  the  bill  referred  to,  which  passed  with 
great  unanimity.  He  did  so  because  he  consid- 
cored  that  bill  as  containing  no  new  nrindide, 
and  only  carrying  out  what  was  then  tiie  esti^ 
lished  policy  of  the  Oovenunent;  it  left  the 
fkmda  reotivable  for  the  revenue  as  they  were 
placed  Iqr  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  bat  eon- 
tuned  some  provisions  intended  to  operate  as 
iadocements  upon  the  State  banks  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  notes  oi  the  lower  denomina- 
tions. It  was  true  the  bill  superseded  the 
TreasoiT  circular ;  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  then 
disposed  to  do  that,  for  the  same  reusous  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  be  also  re- 
garded that  88  a  temporary  measnre,  intended 
for  a  particular  emergency,  to  arrest  a  ntecial 
miachiefl  But  he  could  not  agree  with  the 
Scsaator  in  the  opinion  that  the  failare  of  that 
act,  and  the  oontinnanoe  of  the  Tntsarj  order, 
waa  one  of  the  oaosee  which  had  omtribnted  to 
the  penndarj  distress  of  the  ooontry.  He  had, 
at  the  last  sessnon,  supposed  that  the  exigency 
vhidihad  called  forth  the  order  had  passed  off; 
but  had  since  become  satisfied  that  he  was  mis- 
taku.  Such  had  been  the  condition  ot  the 
finanoes  of  the  Oovenunent,  and  the  monetary 
affairs  of  the  country,  that  he  was  fblly  per- 
soaded  the  order  had  exerted  a  most  salntary 
infln«we,  alike  &vorable  to  the  Government 
and  to  the  country. 

It  has  secured  the  revenue  received  from  the 
public  lands,  and  reinforced  the  Western  banks 
with  roecie,  which  has  enabled  them  to  sustain 
themselves,  until  the  general  storm  came  upon 
them,  as  it  swept  ovw  the  whole  country.  Bat 
bad  it  not  been  for  the  operation  ci  the  order, 
the  'Western  banks  wmdd  not  mere^  have  sus- 
pended payment,  but  would  have  exploded 
montha  before  they,  in  common  with  others, 
suspended  payments.  Another  good  efiSsct  of 
the  continuance  of  the  order  was,  that  it  had 
drawn  specie  from  the  banks  all  over  the  conn- 
try,  and  thrown  it  into  dronletion  among  the 
pei^le  in  the  Western  States,  where  he  ouder- 
atood  more  specie  was  to  be  found  in  ciroula- 
tioii  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  Union. 
And  the  ^ecie  whioh  had  been  reo^ved  fbr 


tbe  public  lands  bad  been  an  important  resource 
to  the  Government  in  its  present  emergency. 

Mr.  N.  Bud  he  gave  his  support  to  the  cur- 
rency bill  because  he  did  not  th«ai  think  the 
time  had  oome  to  change  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  req>ect  to  the  funds  m  whioh  the 
revenue  was  collected.  Among  the  reasons 
why  he  oould  not  go  tiien  with  his  distingidslwd 
friend  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Binton,)  who  so 
strenuously  oj^MMed  tiie  currency  bill,  was  the 
impinrtant  fact,  that  the  entire  financial  ooncems 
of  the  Goranment  were  tium  omdncted  tbronrit 
tiie  agency  of  about  ninety  banks.  It  was,  m 
his  o^ion,  in  tmu  to  think  to  change  oar  cur- 
rency as  long  as  we  em[doyed  the  agency  of 
banks ;  as  all  public  moneys  deposited  in  Uiem 
were  immediately  changed  to  bank  credits.  He 
then  believed  that,  as  a  preliminary  step  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  in  spede,  we  must  di»- 
pense  with  the  acency  of  banks. 

^ir,  the  late  admloistratimi  adopted  a  certain 
policy  in  regard  to  tiie  finuuMS  ta  tiie  Govetn- 
men^  and  he  (Mr.  N.)  saw  no  oeoasim  to  ohange 
that  policy  at  the  last  sesmai  of  Oongress;  and 
the  qoostion  <Hk  which  he  and  the  Scnatw  from 
Virginia  differ,  is,  whether  the  gi«at  changes 
whioh  have  since  taken  place,  in  the  prostra- 
tion not  only  of  the  deposit  banks,  but  of  the 
entire  banking  system  of  the  country,  the 
serious  embarrassments  to  the  finances,  and  the 
general  derangement  of  the  monetary  affiidrs  of 
the  nati(m,  require  a  change  in  that  poUoyt 
Has  the  df^roeit  bank  scheme  failed  t  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vir^nia  thinks  not ;  he  regwds  the 
present  derangement  as  the  result  of  temporary 
causes,  some  of  which  originated  in  the  meaS' 
urea  of  the  GoTcmmoit ;  he  thinks  that^  not- 
withstanding a  gust  of  wind  may  have  cqidaed 
the  depcwit  banks,  they  can  be  righted,  refitted, 
and  agiun  pnt  in  service.  Bat  he  (Mr- 
thought  the  banks  had  £tiled  in  their  dutieB 
both  to  tiie  Government  and  to  the  public. 
They  bad  proved  themselves  to  be  either  wei^ 
or  faithless  uenta,  «id  perhaps  both.  They 
had  Buspendea  payment ;  they  had  been  guillT^ 
ai  a  voluntary  aet  of  bankruptcy,  in  a  time  of 
profbund  peace,  and  immediately  following  a 
period  of  tmnsual  prosperity,  (or  what  was  so 
r^arded,)  and  whui  they  had  in  tiieir  vaults 
nearly  thirty  millions  of  the  public  flmds.  This 
snspeusion  was  entirely  different  frcan  that  of 
1814,  when  the  Goveniment  itsdf  had  been  the 
principal  cause  <^  the  vast  and  dangeroos  issues 
<tf  tlie  banks,  by  whioh  th«T  were  woken  down. 

Whether  the  general  and  simultaneoxu  fUlure 
of  the  banks  waa  Tolnntary  and  frandulmt,  as 
supposed  by  some,  or  a  measure  of  neoesnty, 
arismg  from  the  over-aotion  and  imprudent 
management  of  those  institutiona,  was  not  very 
material ;  in  either  case  they  must  be  r^;arded 
as  unsafe  deposiUnries  of  the  public  revenues. 
They  might  answer  in  ordinary  times,  when  we 
had  a  dear  sky  and  smooth  sea;  when  the 
commwoe  and  finances  of  the  country  were 
stable  and  legolar;  hot  they  oould  not  be  de. 
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pended  upon  in  times  of  diffionltj.  And  in  the 
present  instance  thej  had  foiled  and  violated 
their  engagements  to  the  GoTemment  and  to 
the  pnbiic  vidiont  any  apparent  oanse,  other 
than  their  own  mismanagement  He  wonld 
not  charge  the  banks  of  having  volnntarily  been' 
faithlees  agents ;  bnt  he  would  that  thej  had 
violated  tAeir  nigfa  and  eoivmn  obligations  to 
the  Oovemment  and  to  the  pabllo,  without  ai^ 
reasMkaUe  eflbrta— he  mlj^t  almost  nj  without 
any  effort  at  all — to  save  their  own  (^edit  and 
that  of  the  commercial  oommmutj.  When  the 
oii^  came,  mainly  bronsht  on  by  their  own 
improdent  action,  how  did  they  meet  it?  I>id 
they  breast  the  storm  with  the  hearte  and 
nerves  which  the  occasion  called  for  !  Did 
tiiey  make  any  reasonable  efforts  to  weather  it 
and  save  the  country  from  the  calamities  which 
have  overwhelmed  it !  Far,  very  far  from  this. 
If  we  look  to  the  point  where  the  extended  line 
of  banks  first  gave  way — the  city  of  New  York 
—we  shall  discover  the  strongest  evidence  of 
eowardice  or  treachery.  What  stand  did  the 
banks  make  9  How  long  did  th^  snstun  them- 
letves  against  a  rant  The  Bank  of  England,  in 
1826,  sustEuned  itself  against  a  mn  for  an  entire 
ywr,  and  when  a  general  panio  prevailed, 
why,  irir,  a  frail  concern  having  first  given 
way,  and  been  docked,  some  of  ue  people,  as 
was  natnral,  became  alarmed ;  bnt  there  was 
no  general  panlo ;  a  crowd  gathered  round  the 
banks;  they  were  not  depositors,  or  persons 
who  had  means  to  acquire  any  considerable  de- 
muids  against  banks ;  most  of  them  probably 
were  "boot-blacks,"  "chimney-sweeps,"  and 
"  wash-women,"  with  a  single  bill  each  of  the 
lower  denomination;  or  perhaps  they  were 
<tf  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  becoming  very 
notoriona  of  late— the  loeo-/oeo»:  the  offloers  ol 
tb»  banks  look  out  at  their  inndows  and  see 
this  formidable  array  of  persona,  all  armed  with 
thdr  "promisea  to  pay,"  about  to  make  an 
assault  upon  the  banks.  What  Is  to  be  done  ? 
Oan  we  make  a  stand !  Can  we  defend  oar- 
selves  against  this  formidable  enemy  t  They 
did  not,  however,  hesitate  long,  but,  conclndlDg 
that  "  disoretioQ  was  the  better  part  of  valor," 
they  determined  to  shut  their  doors,  and  keep 
their  creditors  out.  This  was  certainly  a  con- 
venient mode  of  paying  debts.  At  other  places 
the  shntting  up  of  the  banks  was  equally  sad- 
den ;  and.  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  and 
calculated  to  excite  a  suspicion  that  something 
was  wrong,  is  the  fact  that  the  suspension  at 
New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  otherplaces,  ocoarred 
a  few  d^rs  after  that  at  New  York,  but  before 
there  ooold  have  been  any  comnnmication. 
These  facts  are  at  least  calculated  to  excite  a 
BO^iotoa  that  there  was  a  previous  understand- 
ing among  the  principal  banks  in  the  different 
cities  that  they  were  to  suq>end  payment  about 
the  tame  the  ezplonon  took  place. 

But,  however  this  may  be,  he  wonld  ask 
whether  any  one  can  believe  that  the  banks 
made  any  reasonable  efforts  to  sustain  their 
own  credit  and  that  of  the  country  ?  Can  the 
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deposit  banks,  some  of  which  possessed  milU(His 
of  the  public  money,  which  closed  their  doora 
and  stopped  payment  under  such  circnmstanoes, 
be  regarded  as  faithftd  fiscal  agents  f  Was  it 
not  the  duty  of  these  corporations  to  have  at- 
tempted to  sustain  their  credit,  and  to  have 
pud  out  one-quarter  or  one-half  of  their  epeiih 
before  thc^r  shut  their  doors  in  the  Cue  of  their 
creditors?  If  they  had  met  the  droek  reso- 
lutely, and  with  a  willingness  to  Incur  a  8aai> 
fice,  who  can  say  that  they  might  not  have  goas 
safely  through  the  crisis  ? 

Whether,  therefore,  we  look  to  the  direct 
object  of  the  deposit  bank  systeni,  the  safe- 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  revenue,  or 
the  incidental  advantage  of  improviug  the  cnr- 
renoy,  it  was  (Mr.  K.  thought)  not  to  be  dis- 
puted that  the  measure  had  failed.  The  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  State 
banks  is  at  an  end ;  it  has  been  dissolved  by 
the  banks  themselves;  and  the  only  question 
now  is  whether  it  shall  be  renewed.  He,  lor 
one,  thought  not. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  I  have  said  all  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  two  financial  schemes,  and  it 
now  remans  for  me  to  take  some  notice  4tf  the 
third,  which  the  bill  before  ns  is  Intendecl  to 
introduce.  This  last  is  characterized  as  a  dotcI 
and  untried  experiment,  although  much  older 
than  either  of  uie  others.  It  is  the  system  on 
which  the  ancient  and  most  modem  nati(»H 
have  conducted  their  finances;  it  is,  at  any 
rate,  as  ancient  as  1769,  as  old  as  the  constitu- 
tion which  we  have  all  sworn  to  support  and 
to  reg^d  as  the  rule  and  guide  of  our  actions. 

This  plan  consists  of  the  employment  of  Fed- 
eral officers  to  execute  that  portion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive power  which  pertains  to  the  ks^ng 
and  disbnrsement  of  the  revenue.  This  seems 
to  be  the  natural  coarse,  and  is,  at  least,  raoom* 
mended  by  Sto  simplicity  and  conformitj  to  the 
tnie  ^bit  of  the  emstitntion.  Oan  any  one 
believe,  on  peruring  that  instrument,  that  its 
framers  contemplated  the  agency  of  banki^ 
either  State  or  Federal,  in  the  keeping  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  revenue  ?  Has  not  the  em- 
ployment of  banks  from  the  first  been  a  mani- 
fest  departure  from  the  plun  and  obvious  course 
indicated  by  the  constitution,  and  m^  not  this 
departure  be  justiy  regarded  as  the  source  of 
all  our  finuicial  embarrassm^ts  and  difi&cnl- 
tiesf 

But  is  the  proposed  system  practicable  ?  This 
is,  perhaps,  the  most  important  qiiMti<m  con- 
nected wiUi  the  whole  subject.  Is  thm  any 
thing  in  the  oonBtitntion  or  u  the  nature  of  the 
fiscsl  duties  of  the  Government,  tiiat  reodtts 
the  agen<7  of  banks  upprowiatii  ud  noecasaiyt 
If  that  put  of  the  Exeontive  pow«-  which  r»- 
lates  to  the  finances  cannot  be  executed  except 
by  bank  agency,  then  a  system  of  banks  becomes 
an  essential  part  of  the  Government  itself,  and 
enters  inte  Its  very  elements.  It  becomes  a 
bank  Oovemment,  and  cannot  exist  independ- 
ent of  banks  in  some  form.  And  if  it  is  not 
maintained  that  banks  are  ab6<dntely  necessary 
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as  fiscal  agents,  to  in^  that  their  agency  is  the 
WMt  laitable  and  appro[niate  means  of  exeoot- 
ing  a  p<H^on  of  the  Ezeeative  power,  would 
Mem  to  lead  to  the  same  oonolnsion,  the  same 
oonneetion  between  the  Government  and  banks. 
Bui  those  who  profese  to  be  opposed  to  a  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  will  do  well  to  pause  be- 
fore they  oome  to  either  of  the  above  ooncla- 
dons ;  for  if  the  operations  of  the  Government 
eannot  be  carried  on  without  the  agenoj  of 
banks,  or  if  batiks  are  the  most  suitable  and 
aniropriate  means  for  exeontiiig  the  powers 
rautiiig  to  the  revoiae,  does  it  not  follow  Aat 
we  most  have  a  Federal  bank  t  la  it  not  ap- 
parait  that  to  admit  that  bank  sgencj  is  neces- 
nry  in  the  management  of  the  mianoes,  is  the 
strongest  poamble  aignment  in  support  of  a 
national  bank  9  8tr,  the  two  qaeitions  are 
identical;  they  are  bat  one ;  for  to  say  that  a 
bank  is  neoenary  as  a  fiscal  agent,  is  to  say  that 
we  most  have  a  national  bank.  This,  ur,  is  a 
otHDplete  independent  system  of  Crovemment ; 
it  possesses  within  itself  all  the  necessary  itmo- 
tknia  of  a  GKivemment,  It  is  in  no  particular 
dependeat  on  the  States,  so  for  as  its  own  action 
is  oonoemed ;  and  least  of  all  can  it  be  in  so 
important  a  fonction  as  that  of  its  finances.  If 
it  has  not  witiiin  itself  the  power  to  manage  its 
flnaiioes,  then  it  is  no  Govemmut ;  it  is  de- 
poideiit  on  the  States  almost  to  tiio  same  extent 
aa  tha  old  oonfoderaticUf  which  had  no  power 
ow  a  revenue  bnt  by  reqalritions  npon  the 
States.  Has  this  Government  any  control  over 
tiie  State  banlu  f  Has  it  any  right  to  command 
flieir  servioes  ?  And,  in  times  of  party  excite- 
ment, might  not  many  of  the  States  prohibit 
th^  banks  from  acting  as  agents  of  the  Gov- 
enunentf  What  secarity  can  there  be  in  a 
rdiaooe  on  State  institations?  Who  control 
the  banks  and  what  is  their  spirit !  Do  they 
not  present  the  embodied  elements  of  aristo- 
cracy, and  have  they  not  usually  been  opposed 
to  tin  Government,  when  administerea  by 
agents  possessing  the  eonfidenoe  of  the  great 
boc^  of  the  people  ?  Sir,  there  is  no  aTcnding 
the  «»xda^oii,  that,  if  bank  agency  la  neoea* 
■arj,  we  most  have  a^ederal  bank,  which  we 
can  ooDtrat  oonelveB,  or,  at  least,  have  a  legal 
right'to  ooDtroL  Bat  no  snob  agency  is  neces- 
sary. The  proposed  system  is  not  only  practica- 
Ue,  bnt  nataral  and  rimple,  and,  Ur.  N.  did  not 
beeitate  to  say,  would  be  foond,  on  trial,  to  be 
aa  oonveuient  as  the  State  bank  machinery. 

In  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  colleo- 
tion,  safe-keying,  and  disbursement  of  the  rev- 
enue, OoDgress  can  take  into  consideration  the 
effect  which  such  measures  may  have  on  the 
general  currency  of  the  country.  This  is  all  we 
can  do :  we  cannot  directly  interfere  with  the 
lasoea  of  the  State  hanks.  This  incidental  effect 
which  Diay  be  prodnoed  by  oar  financial  meas- 
ures, wonfd  natiuallr  seem  to  be  of  secondary, 
bat  now  ^>pears  to  be  regarded  as  of  primary 
I^^MHialloe.  Indeed,  it  is  tiie  real  or  supposed 
bearing  <tf  the  flnandal  mBasarea  of  tUs  Gov- 
eramant  on  the  general  cazreooy  of  the  ooantry 
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that  attaches  to  them  so  deep  and  extensive  an 

interest. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  important  to  consider 
how  the  pK^>osed  measare  will  afi<sot  the  cor- 
renoy  or  the  paper  issues  of  the  State  banks. 
He  thought  thfd  its  inflnence  woold  be  very 
salutary,  and  that,  -in  this  respect,  it  would 
have  a  decide  preference  over  either  a  nt^ 
tional  bank  or  the  State  deposit  banks.  It  may, 
it  is  true,  in  some  degree  diminish  the  profits 
of  banking ;  bnt  the  present  system  of  paper 
money  cannot  be  improved  in  any  degree,  bow- 
ever  small,  withoat  the  reduction  of  the  profits 
of  banking  enters  into  the  measnro  of  reform. 

What  is  the  peat  evil  of  our  paper  system 
of  oarrenoy  t  It  is  its  instability,  its  insular 
action,  its  constant  tendency  to  the  most  ruin- 
ous expanraons  and  contraotiws.  This  is  a 
point  about  which  there  is  no  controversy ;  aU 
agree  in  it.  Will  tbe  proposed  measure,  then, 
tend  to  render  the  currency  more  stable  and 
less  fluctuating  ?  If  so,  its  inflnence  mast  be 
hi^ly  salutary.  One  of  its  immediate  conse- 
quences will  be  to  create  and  keep  np  a  demand 
for  spetne  to  tbe  extent  of  the  revenue  and  dis- 
bursements of  the  Government.  This  constant 
demand  for  specie  will  operate  as  a  continued 
check  and  re^nunt  upon  the  banks  in  tiie  com- 
mercial (dtiea ;  it  will  oompd  them  to  be  more 
oantioiis  in  their  lasnes,  and  to  keep  themsdves 
more  strongly  reinfbroed  with  epwAe.  Tlie 
more  cautious  action  of  the  city  banks  will  tend 
to  rMtraiu  the  country  banks.  How  consider- 
able this  restraining  influence  upon  the  banks 
may  b^  it  was  impossible  to  say ;  but,  so  far 
as  it  exists,  it  would  be  salatary. 

It  seemed,  however,  to  be  feared  that  tbe 
proposed  measure  would  impose  too  great  a 
restriction  upon  the  banks ;  that  it  would  di- 
minish their  ability  and  limit  their  operations 
too  much.  Bat  this  was  not  to  be  feu^ ;  the 
only  danger  was  the  overaction  and  the  irreg- 
ular action  of  tbe  banks ;  this  is  their  natnral 
tendency ;  it  results  from  the  prindi^es  at  the 
system,  and  is  an  evfl  which  eannot  be  removed 
without  a  change  of  its  principles.  A  bonk  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  had  already  said,  is 
now  asked  for,  solely  on  the  ground  of  check- 
ing and  controlling  the  State  banks;  but  when 
it  u  proposed  to  do  this  in  any  other  way,  that 
is  regarded  as  an  insnperable  objection  to  the 
measnre.  How  is  this  t  Can  State  banks  only 
be  regulated  by  Federal  banks,  or  is  It  a  mere 
pretext  that  a  national  bank  is  wanted  as  a 
regulator  of  the  State  institutions  t 

But  this  constant  demand  for  specie  in  tiie 
transactions  of  the  Government  will  promote 
the  general  circulation  of  coin,  and  improve  the 
wh(He  eaneacy ;  it  will  render  our  currency, 
in  some  reason^le  degree,  a  mixed  currency, 
instead  of  an  exdnrive  pqw  one,  as  it  now  is. 

But  there  will  be  other  oonseqnences  a^ct- 
ing  the  currency,  equal,  and  perhaps  more  im- 
portant, than  those  named.  The  proposed  sya- 
tem,  should  it  be  adopted,  will  occasion  a  com- 
plete and  entire  wpantfim  of  tbe  Government 
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from  bU  banks.  This  is  iU  distingQiahiDjs  feat- 
ure, and  highest  reocHnmendation.  This  s^- 
«rati<ni  is  not  only  important  in  a  pditioal  point 
ci  Tiew,  bnt,  if  possiole,  eqnalljr  bo  in  its  effect 
on  the  onrreocy  and  tiie  interest  the  country. 
"What  have  been  the  thitts  of  this  oraneotion  ? 
Bir,  there  is  high  anthoiity  on  this  point  whit^ 
goes  to  riiov  tibat  it  has  been  i^jonoos  both  to 
uie  GtoTemment  and  the  banks.  Hr.  Biddle, 
the  President  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  the  o[»nion  of  some,  is  the 
greatest  financier  that  now  exists,  or  ever  did, 
or  ever  will  exist,  has  expressed  this  opinion. 
At  the  oi^anization  of  the  Penn^lvania  Baak 
of  the  United  States,  in  1886,  he  oongratolated 
the  stockholders  on  the  prosperoos  condition 
of  their  interests,  the  aooommaUon  of  a  large 
snrplos  fond,  and  tiie  wirchase  of  a  new  char- 
ter, and  boasted  of  the  bank  being  "safer, 
atroiu[eiv  and  nunre  praqrannu  than  it  ever 
was."  He  also  adds,  that "  it  was  an  original 
misfortune  in  the  strnotnre  of  the  bank  that 
it  was  in  anj  way  connected  with  persons  in 
office.  The  instincts  of  all  political  power  make 
that  associf^on  dangerous-— useful  to  neither 
party — ^ii^orions  to  both." 

Sir,  I  repeat  the  question,  what  have  been 
the  fruits  of  this  connection  of  bank  and  State  ? 
Let  the  experience  of  the  country  answer  I  He 
need  not  go  back  to  the  last  war,  when,  in  the 
negotiation  of  loans  with  banks  to  the  amount 
of  about  fifty  millions,  at  least  fifteen  millions 
of  dollars  were  sacrificed  by  the  GK^vemment. 
These  loans  consisted  of  exchanging  the  credit 
of  the  Umted  States,  which  was  vastly  better 
thui  Uiat  of  any  bank  for  the  eredit  of  the 
hanks,  at  the  rate  of  eighty  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars for  a  hnDdred.  This  oocadoDed  the  raifid 
enlai^ment  of  bank  issnes  daring  the  war,  and 
led  to  the  suspensioa  of  the  banks  in  1814^  and 
to  a  loni^  trmn  of  calamitous  oooseqaencee, 
ooder  which  the  country  languished  for  five  or 
six  years.  He  had  already  aU|jided  to  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

This  connection  has  greatly  increased  the 
regular  action  of  the  banks,  and  stimulated  their 
contractions  and  expansons.  The  first  great 
and  snddea  expannon  of  the  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States,  in  1817,  was,  in  part,  occasioned  by  the 
Government  redeeming  tlutteea  milliiHU  d  its 
atock,  then  held  by  the  bank,  as  part  ^  its  ei^ 
Stal,  which  obliged  it  to  loan  it  snddenly  to 
individuals.  The  public  deporits,  as  is  well 
known,  have  always  been  used  by  the  banks  as 
the  basis  of  discounts;  and,  as  they  inoroaae 
and  diminish  snddenly,  this  prodnoes  a  corre- 
sponding eolargemmt  and  curtaihiunt  <tf  their 
loans. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  connec- 
tion, as  Hr.  Biddle  caUs  it,  every  measure  of 
the  Government,  of  a  mere  financial  character, 
having  no  direct  bearing  on  any  commercial 
interest,  has  for  years  occasioned  a  disturbance 
in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  countiy,  which, 
under  onr  credit  aystenif  are  otherwise  suffi- 
dently  unstabla.  Almost  frcon  the  fbondaticm 


of  the  Government,  this  has  been  one  oontiBBed 
source  of  clamor  and  com^aint— of  agitatioa, 
of  fierce  deanndataoiH,  aoa  oi  cones  kmd  an 
deep  against  the  Govemmoit,  fri^  tbe  -eoK- 
mendaf  pwtions  of  the  oommnatty.  Oaost  sr 
no  cause  for  these  comididats,  for  his  KMBt 
purpose,  was  of  little  coneeqnenee.  He  be- 
lieved tiiat,  in  general,  aoch  cmnplaints  had 
been  without  any  just  foandatimi ;  but  be 
wished  to  remove  the  pretext  for  them,  aai 
effectually  to  remove  all  grounds  of  diargin^ 
upon  the  mere  financial  measnres  of  the  Gor- 
emment,  the  disturbance  of  the  coirencj,  md 
the  derangement  ni  the  brainess  ooncems  itf 
the  oountiy. 

The  banks  have  become  an  element  of  polit- 
ical i>ower,  and  the  basis  of  a  moneyed  ari»- 
toonu^.  The  whole  syebasi  is  one  resting  on, 
monopoly  and  exdurive  privileges,  in  deroga- 
tion <^  the  equal  and  oommtm  rinit  of  the  peo- 
ple. Experience  has  also  proved  thst  dw  qr*- 
tem  is  founded  on  unsound  prindples,  and  its 
ref>id  and  dangerous  extension  in  the  last  few 
years,  and  the  serious  evils  attending  it,  have 
produced  a  very  general  o<Hinotion,  embracing; 
probably,  a  laige  mtgority  of  the  people,  that 
the  ^stem  cannot  long  be  endnred  as  it  is; 
that  it  must  either  be  reformed  or  alMmdcoed. 
From  dear-bought  experience,  this  had  tteocme 
the  general  sentiment.  But  this  reform  cannat 
be  effected  here ;  we  have  no  Jurisdiction  over 
the  subject;  Congress  did  not  create  the  State 
banks,  and  it  cannot  unmake  them,  or  refonn 
the  system.  This  belwigB'  to  the  peopla  and 
the  States;  letusleaveittiiere;  they the 
power,  and  are  oompetoit  to  the  taak.  Hm 
aocomplishment  of  tnis  important  measure— 
<Hie  which  at  this  time  excites  a  daqter  mi 
more  universal  interest  tiian  has  over  bdbre 
existed  in  relation  to  any  reform  in  onr  ciril 
institutions — ^will  no  doubt  be  resisted,  vio- 
lently, desperately,  by  the  whole  combiiwd' 
moneyed  influence  of  the  oonntry.  The  issas 
is  already  made  up;  it  is  a  great  isme;  am 
which  will  be  likely  to  agitate  the  public  mind 
for  twenty  years  to  come.  On  the  one  side  is 
the  popular  will,  the  great  mass  of  the  peopk ; 
on  tiie  other  are  the  turnks  and  the  moawyed 
power.  On  the  one  side  (if  he  might  use  the 
Iai^[nage  of  the  London  bsnker's  cirenlar)  is 
tho  aratocraig'  of  wealth ;  on  the  otb«',  the 
democnuqr  oi  numbraa.  The  struggle  will  be 
arduous,  and-probably  lon^  Itmt  tiie  result  oin- 
not  be  donbtfcd.  At  *  time  like  this,  aod  oader 
such  ciroiunstanoes,  is  it  proper  for  this  Gov- 
ernment to  become  a  party  in  this  oontestl 
As  we  cannot  do  it  direcUy,  is  it  proper,  is  it 
right,  for  us  to  interfere  indirectly?  As  we 
cannot  assist  in  carrying  out  this  great  reform, 
all  that  he  adced.  was,  that  this  Govemmant 
Aonld  stand  aside.  It  cannot  rightfully  bo* 
come  a  party  to  this  contest  It  oanaot  pro- 
mote Ihe  reform ;  hot  it  may  retard  it.  SbaO 
Congress  interpose  itself  between  the  people 
uaA  Hub  great  measure?  Shall  it  take  eidss 
with  th«  banks  against  the  people  I  Shall  tUi 
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Government  beoome  tiie  eodoraer  and  the 
broker  of  the  State  banks  ?  Shall  we,  hj  oar 
improper  ooDDeotioa  with  them*  enooarage 
titem  to  look  to  os  to  sustain  themselTes  ag^ust 
tiM  popalu*  Toioe  ?  Shall  we  miite  and  league 
tinm  together,  and  tfatu  add  to  tiieir  power  by 
emnUnatifHi  t  EHr,  let  this  Gomnment  atand 
tiaaf  firam  this  oontest,  and  leave  the  banks  in 
th*  hands  of  tiie  States  uid  people  from  whom 
dttrived  their  existence,  and  to  whom  they 
ave  amenable  fw  their  aots,  and  by  whose  wiU 
they  must  stand  or  &IL 


TnuBBDAT,  September  21. 
i%t&-7WaR(fy  Bill 

The  Senate  restmied  the  consideration  of  ihe 
bill  fffonding  for  the  Qollecti<Hi  and  custody  <^ 
tiw  pnUio  rerenDea^  together  with  the  amend- 
men*  oflSend  thereto  by  Mir.  Oaihow. 

3fr.&aTH,of  In^aaa,aaid:  Sir,  this  is  a  snb- 
Jeet  of  great  iiuportanoe  to  tiie  Interests  of  tiie 
oountry,  and  one  that  has  caused  great  anxiety 
fai  the  public  mind.  It  is  therefore  highly  im- 
portant that  tike  whole  matter  abonld  be  laid 
dearly  and  ftdly  b^ore  the  people,  that  they 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  jod^g  for  them- 
•elves  on  the  merits  of  the  propositions  made 
hen,  both  in  favor  of^  and  against,  the  views  of 
the  £xeentive.  For  my  own  peirt,  it  is  snffi- 
cKOit  for  me  to  say  that,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  oame  to  this  body  with  a  sincere  demre 
to  oo-operate  with  the  Executive  Government 
in  any  measures  which  may  benefit  the  people, 
or  restore  the  national  prosperity;  and  towards 
ib»  indhridoal  now  in  vm  Execnuve  ehair,  and 
the  ottwr  offiom  d  the  Goveinment,  I  have 
none  other  tiian  the  kindest  feelinga.  Bat  in 
relation  to  measures  proposed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  peojJe,  I  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  exam- 
ine them  fully  and  freely,  witbont  being  oon- 
troUed  by  those  trammels  which  have  been  too 
often  used  to  fcffce  men  to  act  contrary  to  their 
ovrn  oonvio^as.  When  I  took  my  s^  in  this 
body,  it  was  with  a  fall  determination  to  ex- 
amine earefhlly  for  myself  the  various  proposi- 
tions that  might  be  presented,  and  to  decide 
vpcm  thera  according  to  their  merits.  Sir,  we 
were  called  on  to  aid  the  Qovemment,  l>ecaa8e 
it  is  obstruoted  in  the  exeroise  of  its  ordinary 
powenL  And  when  we  were  told  that  the 
OovwnmMit  reqoired  our  aid,  that  it  was  em- 
bartaiied  tat  the  want  of  money,  and  that  it 
was  neeeaaary  for  Oongress  to  grant  it  supplies 
to  aid  in  the  course  of  its  ordinary  (^>erat!on8, 
I  did  not  hesitate,  nor  did  I  even  examine  very 
doaeljr  the  pn^Kmtions  in  relation  to  the  means 
of  those  supplies ;  bat,  knowing  that  they  came 
from  iba  C<Hnmittee  on  Finance,  founded  on 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
withont  any  heritatifm  I  voted  for  tiie  bill  au- 
thorizing the  issue  of  Treasury  notes.  I  pre- 
ferred the  bill  as  it  was,  without  striking  out 
the  provision  for  interest  on  the  notes.  I  was 
Boi  wiUing  to  resoai  to  a  tODporary  expediwt, 


[Snuam. 

such  as  issuing  notes  without  interest,  which, 
as  heretofore,  coald  aerve  only  to  delude  the 
pec^Ie,  and  end  in  disappointment,  withont  any 
practical  benefit. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  <me  to  post- 
pone the  fourth  instahnent  of  Ihe  deports  wiQi 
the  States.  It  may  not  be  strictly  in  order,  hot 
as  great  latitude  has  been  ^ven  to  the  dew& 
I  b«g  leave  here  to  give  my  reasons  why  I  coda 
not  vote  for  that  bill ;  and  one  of  the  strongest 
in  my  mind,  was  this :  that  the  Government  <tf 
the  United  States,  throagh  the  medium  of  an 
act  of  GongresB,  had  raised  expectations  on  the 
part  of  the  States  which  it  onght  not  to  disu>- 
point.  The  States  had  prepared  to  receive  the 
money;  they  accepted  the  proposition  of  the 
Government,  proceeded  to  l^islate  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  many  of  the  States  appropriated  the 
whole  fand :  some  to  the  important  cause  of 
education ;  some  to  in  &«r  wwks  of  inter- 
nal improvemuit ;  some  in  tme  w^,  and  some 
in  another,  benefidal  to  the  pec^e.  The  States 
relied  with  fhll  oonfldenoe  on  the  receipt  of  the 
money;  they  had  a  right  so  to  rely;  and, 
althon^  the  Cuts  may  not  strictlp'^  amount  to 
a  legal  contract  between  the  parties,  it  is  cer- 
tainly so  nearly  allied  to  one,  that  it  would  be 
doing  the  greatest  ininstice  to  the  States  and 
I>eopIe  to  disappoint  uieir  just  expectations,  by 
withholding  the  instalment. 

Anin :  It  was  admitted  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  that,  if  the  instal- 
ment was  retained,  being  in  paper,  it  could  not 
be  made  available  in  aid  of  the  necessities  of 
the  Treasary ,  as  the  Qovemment  would  not  use 
paper,  and  we  woold  still  have  to  authorize  an 
issne  of  TreasQty  notes,  and  a  loan  of  at  least 
$10,000,000.  Whv,  then,  withhold  it  from  the 
States,  who  are  wuung  to  receive  it  in  the  very 
ftands  the  Government  r^ects;  and  in  many 
Instances  oan  accommodate  the  matter  wiui 
their  own  deposit  banks,  beneficially  to  the 
Government,  the  banks,  and  the  States  ? 

But,  viewing  it  as  a  question  of  inconvenience 
between  the  Government  and  the  States,  how 
stands  the  case  I  It  would  certdnly  be  much 
less  inconvenient  to  the  Government  to  add  the 
amount  of  the  instalment  to  the  amonnt  of  the  loan 
she  is  compelled  to  make,  at  all  events,  than  it 
woold  be  to  the  States  to  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
money  at  this  time.  These,  sir,  are  some  ot  the 
reasons  that  induced  me  to  vote  against  that 
bill  I  thought  it  but  justice  to  myself  to  state 
them,  as  I  gave  a  ^ent  vote  on  that  occasion. 

[Uk  Smith  tlien  spoke  at  much  length  apon  tlw 
state  of  the  country,  the  causes  which  produced  it, 
and  the  nnrmnity  and  advantage  of  a  national  bank ; 
and  then  ctrndnoed  Us  speech  on  the  bill  before  the 

Senate.] 

I  come  now,  Mr.  President^  to  speak  of  the 
bill  before  the  Senate,  known  here  as  the  di- 
vorce bill.  I  was  opposed,  as  I  have  told  you, 
to  the  original  divorce;  I  was  still  more  op- 
posed to  the  ol(}eotofyoarthenohdod;  andhad 
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I  been  here,  in  the  name  of  my  country  I  wonld 
have  forbidden  the  bans.  Bat  yon  married, 
and  I  now  find  the  groom,  and  nearly  all  the 
wedding  guests,  in  favor  of  another  divorce. 
Sir,  upon  principles  of  common  law,  you  are 
not  entitled  to  it;  you  winked  at — ^naymore, 
you  seduced  yonr  bride  from  the  path  of  virtae ; 
and  yon  on^t  not  to  be  allowed  to  take  advan- 
tage of  your  own  wrong.  But,  air,  I  am  ready 
to  oonf^  that  I  ant  much  more  opposed  to  the 
object  of  your  third  union,  than  I  am  to  a  sep- 
aration from  the  darling  of  yonr  second  choice. 

Sir,  this  snb-Treasmy  scheme  of  divorcing 
the  Government  from  the  banks  and  people  is, 
in  my  mind,  the  most  alarming  proposition  that 
has  ever  been  presented  to  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  vain  did  our  revolutionary  sires  shed 
their  blood  in  the  contest  for  liberty;  in  vain 
did  the  sages  and  patriots  of  that  eventful 
epoch  contend  for  the  glorious  privileges  which 
we  enjoy,  if,  at  this  day  of  the  repablio,  we  are 
to  surrender  up  to  the  Exacutive,  and  to  his 
immediate  advisers,  the  liberties  of  this  great 
pa(^1e.  Sir^  when  the  patriot  daily  sees  the 
immense  powers  claimed  for,  and  exercised  by, 
tiie  EzecnMve,  has  he  not  just  cause  for  alarm  t 
The  power  is  his ;  the  army  is  his ;  the 
navy  is  his ;  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er of  all  the  inferior  officers  of  Government  is 
his ;  the  sword  is  bis ;  and  he  now  asks  for  the 
pnrse.  Shall  we  give  it  to  him  ?  Shall  we  sur- 
render up  the  treasares  of  thenation — the  hard 
earnings  of  the  people — ^into  bis  hands,  as  is 
propowd  by  this  billf  Never,  Mr.  President, 
with  my  consent — never,  never.  I  spcok  not 
with  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Uagistrate. 
I  am  discussing  this  matter  upon  principle.  Sir, 
I  have  reason  for  alarm,  when  I  see  the  other 
powers  of  the  Government  snrrendered  np, 
one  at  a  time,  either  before  or  after  the  exercise 
of  the  Teto,  to  liie  will  of  one  man.  How  can 
I  forbear  to  look  with  jealousy  and  akrm  at  a 

Eiwer  so  inordinate  in  its  desires,  and  so  engulf- 
g  in  its  effects  ?  This  bill,  sir,  surrenders  up 
the  remnant  of  power  which  we  had  still  left 
with  us.  I  olject  to  it  becaase  of  the  vast  in- 
crease of  Executive  power  and  patronage  it 
confers,  first,  by  giving  up  the  sole  control  of 
the  revenues  of  the  nation ;  and,  secondly,  by 
the  vast  increase  of  officers  it  authorizes.  In 
addition  to  the  land  and  custom-house  offices 
now  In  existence,  it  vriU  he  necessary  to  estab- 
lish a  great  many  more  as  sub-treasnries ;  add 
to  these  the  twelve  thousand  post  offices,  all 
of  which  are  to  be  little  treasuries,  and,  air, 
then  came  the  viutors  and  examiners  of^ these 
offices— as  the  bill  requires  an  enmlnation 
once,  at  least,  each  year— and  you  have  an 
army  of  officers  traversing  every  part  of  the 
eountiT  at  tiie  bid  of  the  Execative,  paid  from 
ibio  pnbUo  moneys  by  the  President,  and  boand, 
upon  p^  of  dismissal  from  office,  to  obey  the 
Executive  or  party  fiat.  Sir,  I  am  unwilling,  by 
any  vote  of  mine,  to  contribute  to  this  result. 
But,  sir,  will  the  public  money  be  safe  ?  This 
is  a  qnestion  of  great  importance.  Experience 


tells  us  that  it  will  not ;  and,  my  word  foe  it, 
when  it  shall  have  been  tried  to  the  satisfactkm 
of  those  who  are  now  pressing  it  npon  us,  tiie 
de&lcations  will  be  found  a  mnch  more  formid- 
able item  in  the  unavailable  funds  than  what 
appears  against  the  national  bank.  Bnt,  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  yon  give  np  the  bonoa  p^  bj 
the  United  States  Bink.  Yon  give  op  Uie  ad- 
-nmtages  resulting  to  the  eonntry  from  a  itt^ 
regulated  currency  and  a  wholesome  state  cf 
the  exchanges,  and  you  pay  not  leas  than  flOO;- 
000,  annniuly,  to  carry  on  the  expedient* 
without  one  countervailing  benefit 

Sir,  there  is  another  ot^ection  to  this  measure 
more  formidable,  in  my  mind,  than  any  of  those 
I  have  attempted  to  urge.  Tou  propose  to 
separate  your  fortnnes  from  the  destinies  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people ;  to  make  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  I  have  always  onderstood  to 
be  a  Government  of  the  people,  an  alien  to 
their  interest ;  you  propose  to  pve  the  Govero- 
ment  and  its  officers  gold  and  silver,  and  leave 
the  people  to  stra^le  on  with  snch  a  currency 
as  the  States  may  ftnnish.  fflr,  I  know  this 
people  love  the  Government ;  I  am  not  xam- 
prised  of  their  deep-rooted  devotion  to  mt 
institntions  under  which  they  live.  Have  ibej 
not  on  all  occasions,  in  times  of  peril,  when  the 
existence  of  the  nation  was  threatened  by  a 
hostile  foe,  rallied  to  the  standard  of  tiirir 
country,  and  lud  down  their  lives  a  volnntary 
sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  liberty?  And  rfiall 
they  then  be  told,  in  limes  of  difficulty  and 
embarrassment,  that  this  Government  will  take 
care  of  itself— that  it  has  no  power  to  asnst 
the  people — that  it  will  provide  for  its  own 
officers  the  precious  metau,  although  the  coo- 
sequence  may  be  ruin  to  the  people  f  Sir, 
let  those  who  are  pres^g  this  matter  vpaa 
them  not  presnme  too  nr.  It  to  not  year 
parchment  roll,  called  a  constitution,  that  boUi 
this  people  together ;  it  is  a  supposed  oomnn- 
nity  of  interest :  and  whenever  you  shall  aatUy 
them  that  the  Government  of  tiieir  choice  has 
no  common  interest  with  the  people,  the  gov- 
erned, that  moment  they  will  lose  all  attoch- 
ment  to  the  constitution,  and  either  dissolve 
themselves  from  a  Government  of  reqnisitioas 
and  burdens,  and  not  of  benefits,  or  tiiey  w31 
seek  redress  in  a  change  of  rulers.  Sir,  I  am 
no  prophet ;  yet,  indging  from  the  vmce  yon 
have  heard  ftom  the  West,  and  the  responmn 
echoes  from  the  East,  if  you  carry  tiiese  meas- 
ures, in  the  course  of  my  senatorial  terra  oi  lix 
years  yon  will  see  these  tables  tamed,  and  a 
cfHifldent  m^ority  reduced  to  a  hamilesB  minor- 
ity here ;  and  in  that  event— maik  my  wonts 
to-day— you  will  hear  a  voice  long  aind  load 
coming  from  that  minority  crying  for  another 
divorce  from  the  evils  of  tms  measure.  I  hope 
in  this  I  may  be  mistaken ;  but  snch  are  my 
opinions  of  the  evil  consequences  whidi  must 
result  from  tills  measure,  that  I  hazard  the 
opinion. 

But,  sir,  as  the  representative  in  part  of  one 
of  the  Western  States,  I  probert  againat  thia 
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raeMora  as  being  of  the  tnoet  nozioos  character 
to  our  interest  Boee  not  every  Western  man 
tee  thai  ita  practical  effect  must  be  to  drain  all 
oar  q«ds  from  us,  throagh-  the  land  offices  and 
poat  offioea,  and  expend  it  here  and  on  the  East- 
em  TSten  in  the  creation  of  a  navy^  break- 
TStera,  llght-honsefl,  fortifications,  &o.  ?  Since 
^oa  bftTe  abandoned  the  doctrines  of  internal 
unprovemoDt,  we  have  no  objects  for  national 
espenditore,  ezoept,  to  be  sore,  the  Omnberland 
TOM ;  and  the  expenditure  on  that  is  a  drop  in 
tiie  backet  when  compared  with  the  amount  re- 
ortred  by  the  GoTcmment  from  the  people  of 
the  State.  Again :  I  object  to  this  bill  as  being 
wholly  illusory,  and  presenting  a  false  issue  to 
the  people.  It  is  not  a  question  now,  whether 
the  pec^e  will  have  specie  or  paper  in  th«r 
eocmaon  boMness  tranaaotiona  This  Oovem- 
ment  haa  no  power  over  the  State  banks ;  they 
are  tba  cnttnres  of  the  Lef^alatares  of  the 
dlflbraii  States ;  and  whether  this  bill  passes 
or  not,  the  people  of  the  States  will  have  a 
paper  currency :  and  the  true  question  for  them 
to  dedde  i%  whetim  Ihey  prcser  a  local  paper 
ezdiMTely,  or  whether  they  would  prefer  a 
national  paper  of  universal  circulation,  con- 
trolling uie  State  issues  within  wholesome 
boandsj  and  convertible  into  specie  at  the  will 
ai  the  nolder. 

Sir,  let  us  examine  for  a  moment  the  conse- 
qoeooes  that  must  necessarily  result  from  any 
measure,  at  this  time,  reducing  theproperty  of 
tiiia  nation  to  a  metallic  value.  Wonld  it  not 
at  onoe  amount,  in  effect,  to  a  confiscation  of 
at  leaafc  two-thirds  of  the  property  in  the  coon- 
tryl  Wonld  it  not  increase,  as  two  to  one,  the 
drtta  of  the  people  9  And  now,  let  me  ask,  do 
geatlemen  suppose  the  debtors — either  mer- 
obants,  banks,  or  people — can  pay  their  debts, 
if  q)ecie  should  be  required  1  Property  must 
come  to  the  hammer  of  the  auctioneer ;  and 
the  sacrifice  would  create  rain,  wide-spread 
nun.  Sir,  I  would  rather  see  a  foreign  army 
in  yonr  oountry,  than  to  see  the  property  of 
every  debtor  brought  to  the  hammer  on  a  specie 
demand.  The  desolation  would  be  far  less.  In- 
nocent and  unoffending  families,  who  are  in 
auppoaed  affluence  to-day,  would  be  beggars 
to-morrow ;  thrown  upon  the  cold  charity  of 
an  unfriendly  woiid.  I  cannot  see  it.  I 
vonld  «T«t  it  if  I  conld.  But,  if  gentlemen 
will  CO  (»,  let  them  take  the  responsibility. 
The  Boiator  from  South  Oarolina  ^r.  Oal- 
nomr)  told  you  that  the  disease  was  debt,  and 
he  knew  of  no  core  but  to  pay  it.  This  may 
be  true ;  but  does  not  that  Senator  know  that 
it  ia  in  vun  to  tell  men  to  nay  their  debts,  if 
you  take  from  them  the  ability  and  means  of 
payment?  If  yon  render  the  property  with 
which  they  might  pay  valueless,  how  do  you 
expect  them  to  pay}  Do  gentiemrai  suppose 
that  there  is  specie  enough  in  this  nation  to 
pay  the  one-fourth  of  the  debts,  independently 
of  answering  the  ordinary  medium  of  circula- 
tton!  If  thqr  do,  I  can  <mfy  say  that  they 
have  sorely  not  examined  the  sal^ect. 


Mr.  Stbakob,  of  Ntnth  Oarolina,  rose  and 
said: 

Mr.  President :  That  our  country  is  now  in 
a  most  extraordinaiT  and  interesting  crisis 
seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands ;  and  the 
public  mind  is  j^reatiy  ^stracted  as  to  the  causes 
of  this  crisis,  its  nature,  and  the  course  it  be- 
hooves Congress  to  pnrsne  under  it.  In  this 
state  of  tbmgs,  every  man  to  whom  a  high 
trust  is  committed  in  relation  to  these  subjects, 
and  especially  each  member  of  this  body  ought 
openly  and  fVankly  to  offer  his  views  and  opin- 
ions concerning  them.  By  public  opinions  oil 
the  measures  Mopted  by  Congress  must  ulti- 
mately be  tested ;  and,  tliat  public  opinion  may 
have  fair  play,  and  our  constituents  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  jndgUig  of  the  fidelity  of  their  repre- 
sentatives on  evenr  measure  so  important  as' 
the  one  under  conoder^on,  the  reasons  which 
have  deterauoed  them  should  accompany  th^ 
votes.  It  ia  this  consideration  that  mipels  me 
to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion ;  for  I  know  full  well  that  I  might 
03  well  address  the  marble  pillars  which  sur- 
round us,  as  this  honorable  body  witii  any 
reasonable  hope  of  bringing  conviction  to  a 
single  mind.  But  I  am  solicitous  that  public 
opinion  should  be  sound  in  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  iu  part  to  represent ;  and  while 
I  bring  my  own  opinions  in  review  before  my 
constituents,  I  shall  make  an  effort,  feeble 
though  it  may  he,  to  furnish  them  with  the 
reasons  on  wmch  Uiey  are  founded. 

[Mr.  Strange  then  took  a  brief  view  of  the  cansea 
and  nature  of  the  present  bank  suqiwDdmia ;  and 

continued :] 

X  have  now  adverted  to  the  causes  and  nature 
of  the  present  crisis^  matters  in  themselves  of 
littie  consequence,  and  altogether  inadequate 
to  the  time  they  have  consumed,  except  so  far 
as  they  may  assist  us  in  the  determination  of 
the  third  question,  namely,  what  it  behooves 
us  to  do  in  the  present  exigency.  The  evils 
we  have  seen  are  twofold :  first,  to  the  United 
States  Oovemment  as  a  body  politic,  affecting 
its  vital  principle,  the  very  current  of  its  exist- 
ence, ita  fiscal  soundness :  secondly,  to  the  in- 
dividuals, or  some  of  them,  composing  the 
nation,  in  blasting  their  present  pecuniary 
prosperity  and  thdr  hopes  for  the  future. 
These  it  behooves  us  to  oonrider  with  a  due 
sense  of  our  responsibilities,  and,  if  in  our 
power,  to  provide  for  tbem  a  remedy.  And 
here  permit  me  to  remark  that  the  President 
has  been  most  nijjostly  accused  of  having 
recommended  nothing  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  of  having  indicated  no  relief  for  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  people.  TVlll  no  relief  be  found, 
I  ask,  in  the  emission  of  $10,000,000  in  Treas- 
ury notes  to  be  throi^n  into  circulation  ?  If 
the  wants  of  a  sound  circulating  medium  be 
part  of  the  distress,  will  it  not  be  thus  supplied 
to  the  amount  I  have  mentioned  ?  And  will  It 
not  be  farther  benefiinal  in  infudng  more  vigor 
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into  the  whole  mass  <tf  the  drcolating  medium, 
in  increasing  the  proportion  of  und^redated 
currency  to  that  wniob  is  alreadj'  depredated? 
Is  there  no  reUef  in  extending  for  four,  six,  and 
nine  months,  the  credits  apon  the  dnty  bonds  ? 
1b  there  no  relief  in  giving  to  the  deporit  banlcs 
additional  time  for  settling  the  baunees  they 
owe  ?  Let  not  gentlemen  say,  beoaose  the  re- 
lief  does  not  tally  with  their  own  nnreasonable 
expectation,  that  therefore  no  relief  at  all  has 
been  extended.  Great  relief  has,  in  my  hnmbte 
jndgment,  been  afforded,  and  all  that  I  think 
coald  in  reason  have  been  ashed.  But  oar  first 
inqniry  is,  what  it  behooves  us  to  do  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  revenne.  And  it  is  evident  that 
the  first  thing  is  to  make  immediate  pro^sion 
for  the  snpply  of  the  ei;haasted  Treastuy,  and 
put  aside  such  claims  as,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  onght  not  to  be  made  npbn  it  This,  so 
ito  as  the  action  of  this  Hoose  is  concerned, 
has  already  been  done  in  the  passage  of  tiie 
bills  for  the  aaspension  of  the  fourth  instalment 
to  tiie  States  nnder  Ihe  deporit  law,  and  the 
emission  of  the  $10,000,000  in  Treasniy  notes, 
88  before  mentioned ;  and  it  is  next  to  be  de- 
cided what  coarse  ^all  be  taken  to  avert,  if 
possible,  a  recarrence  of  the  present  catastro- 
phe to  the  revenne.  For  this  three  plans  are 
presented  to  oar  ctAisideration ;  First,  a  nation- 
al bank ;  secondly,  a  continnance  of  the  present 
deposit  bank  system,  with  some  modifications ; 
and,  lasUy,  the  plan  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry,  and  pro- 
posed by  the  Ckimmittee  on  Finance,  of  an 
Independent  Ti^sory. 

I  nave  mggested  oMections  whleh  present 
themsdves  to  my  ndno,  to  two  of  the  plans : 
and  the  qnestion  may  be  asked — and  it  Is  prop- 
er it  Bhotud  be  answeredr— whether  any  of  them 
apply  to  the  tiiird  and  only  remaining  alterna- 
tive measure?  and  my  response  is,  no.  It  is 
not,  like  the  United  States  Bank,  at  war  with 
any  declaration  of  pnblic  (pinion.  To  that 
ordeal  it  is  yet  to  be  snbmitted,  and  I  am  well 
content  that  it  shall  be  brought  to  so  jnst  a 
Standard,  and  that  it  shall  be  pressed  no  longer 
than  it  is  found  in  accordance  with  it  It  has 
no  hostility  from  the  Executive  to  encounter ; 
for  it  is  bis  own  offspring,  and  he  stands  plet^ged 
to  {^ve  it  a  fur  chance  for  existence.  It  im- 
idies  the  assumption  of  no  powers  not  clearly 
granted  by  the  constitntion ;  and  whether  ex- 
pedient or  not.  Is  the  only  qneBtirai  for  which, 
I  tmst,  before  I  have  finished,  I  shall  have  sao- 
ceeded  in  making  at  least  a  show  of  probabihty. 
It  has  never  fuled ;  for,  bo  far  ae  this  Govern- 
ment is  concerned,  it  is  yet  a  matter  of  trial, 
and  we  are  doomed  to  hear,  in  relation  to  it, 
the  cry  of  experiment  I  experiment  I  until  the 
ear  aches  with  the  sound.  Like  every  thing 
human,  it  is  liable  to  mal-administration,  and 
of  course  to  failare ;  bat  it  carries  within  itself 
no  principle  of  inevitable  fallibility,  like  tiie 
banking  system.  Scattered  as  your  treasure 
will  be,  under  it,  from  one  end  of  tiie  continent 
to  the  other,  it  will  not  be  likely  to  meet  with 
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any  co-extensive  agent  of  destructitxi;  and, 
altiioagfa  some  ineonuderable  rill  may  be  dried 
Ttp  ben  and  tiiere,  the  great  liver  of  jour  rev- 
enne will  be  evnplied  from  others,  and  flow  on 
oc^oufily  and  mdy.  Times  of  difiBeulty  will 
not  disappc»nt  yon  in  the  nse  of  your  food  in 
hand,  for  it  will  be  in  the  solid  metals  thft 
most  unchangeable  and  indeetiuctible  of  sub- 
lunary thing^-and  thereftwe  so  fitiy  chosen  as 
standards  of  value.  Being  in  the  hands  of  the 
immediate  agents  of  the  Government,  no  party 
combination  can  be  stnnig  enough,  witltout  an 
actnal  revdntion,  to  divert  it  from  the  use  to 
which  the  pet^le,  through  their  constituted 
representatives,  shall  think  proper  to  direct  its 
application,  and  thereby  subject  those  repre- 
sentatives to  other  domination  than  that  of  the 
will  of  their  constituents,  ccoutitutioaally  ex- 
pressed. Neither  can  any  great  difficulty  be 
interposed  by  those  who  may  be  yoor  d^oa- 
taries,  in  the  way  of  ddiYning  it  t^>.  There 
will  be  no  middle  man  to  stmd  between  the 
actual  onstodier  <^  the  momj  and  responnbili- 
ty ;  there  will  be  no  community  to  baok  him 
in  contumacious  refusal  to  comply  with  his 
duty ;  no  real  or  fianoied  inability  to  meet  yoor 
demwds  can  be  offered  in  extennstion  of  neg- 
lect ;  no  honest  men,  unconscioody  ^ilisted  hy 
interest,  by  gratitude,  by  ionnmerable  insidious 
appeals  to  u^ent  natures^  be  induced  to  step 
forward,  and  oppose  their  bodies  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws.  No  party  spirit  can  be  rallied 
in  behalf  of  the  delinquent  No  shout  of  party 
triumph  will  be  heard  to  animate  his  acnl  to 
bold  defianoe ;  .but  he  will  stand  alone^  a  ooo- 
spicnoos  mark  for  that  approbation  which 
ndcdily  is  sure  to  win,  or  the  sober  ocmdMnn** 
tlon  whidi  ii  as  certainljr  Tinted'  by  eidigfatened 

{lublio  opinion  vpaa  a  fiuthless  or  factious  pub- 
ic servant 

Theplanisreoonunendedtonsby  its  wmidiGi- 
ty,  according  in  this  with  the  whole  genius  of 
oar  institutions.  One  main  object  of  our  poli- 
tical forefiithers  was  to  deprive  Government 
all  that  mystitusm  with  which  kingcraft  had 
invested  it.  It  was  intended  that  our  syBtem 
of  Government  should  be  so  simple  that  every 
citizen  (as  all  take  part  in  its  action)  shoold  be 
capable  of  comprehending  it ;  that  whosoever 
could  read,  or  hear  read,  our  excellent  oonsUto- 
tion,  should  understand  its  meaning,  and  be 
aUe  to  indge  of  the  flddity  of  those  to  whom 
its  admmistratkm  was  committed.  The  sink< 
^idty  of  this  plan,  then,  is  in  beantifial  ooop 
formi^  with  the  rest  of  the  system  <tf  which 
it  is  intwded  to  constitute  a  part  • 

But  it  has  the  deciaon^f  time  in  its  behaiC 
For  aught  we  know  to  the  contrary,  it  has  beat 
substantially  the  practice  of  all  Govemmeota, 
except  our  own,  np  to  the  present  day.  To 
various  modifications  it  has  doubtless  beea 
subjected,  but,  even  in  Euj^d,  wide  smm  ia 
kept  between  the  exchequer  and  the  haiik. 

Bat  although  the  Government,  whetiier 
united  or  not  to  the  banks  in  her  fiscal  opera- 
ti<Hu,  ean  do  but  little  le^tintately  towards 
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legidatiiig  their  paper  enmncy,  she  can,  far 
that  union,  do  mnoh  to  Inflame  the  eviln,  sdo, 
hy  M>  d(^ttg,  work  mnch  injastice.  She  can  bj 
that  nnion  greatly  increase  the  credit  of  those 
iastitntiona,  and  give  a  wider  orcolation  to 
tbeir  ■paper  issoei^  and  in  this  way  increase 
vhat  are  called  mercantile  facilities.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Sonth  Carolina  has  illustrated  this 
nutter  by  a  fignre  so  strong  and  forcible,  that 
it  coold  not  fai]^  I  think,  to  have  brought  con- 
viction to  all  who  heard  him.  Yes,  sir,  take 
the  beggar  from  tiie  street,  and  8tipnlat«  with 
him  that  nothing  but  gold  and  rilrer  and  his 
notes  will  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  to 
tiiis  Govenmient,  and  Orcasos  himself  was  nevw 
richer  than  he  would  instantly  become. 

The  Government,  I  have  already  sud,  cannot 
omtinne  her  connection  with  the  banks  with- 
oot  stimulating  them  into  flwtitions  credit,  and 
inorearing  the  tendency  to  commercial  and 
^Monlative  enterprise,  which  is  already  great 
enongh,  Heaven  knows,  and  sabtracting  from 
the  toboring  and  productive  classes,  the  real 
bone  and  sinew,  the  tme  hnnum  materiel  of  the 
country.  This  is  too  obvious,  and  tho  mischief 
too  gr^  to  reqnire  elaboration.  Bat  be^des 
this,  extravagance  will  be  the  natural  offspring 
of  the  system.  We  have  already  seen  the 
tendency  of  this  evil  to  increase ;  and  increase 
it  will  under  the  continuance  of  the  system, 
util  republican  rimplioity  will  be  annihilated 
mc«g  ns.  Extravagance,  and  its  companion, 
idleness,  were  the  overthrow  of  all  the  ancient 
repnUios ;  ay,  and  of  the  modem  (mes,  too ;  and 
Bttle  San  Harino  shines  forth  a  phenomenon  for 
admiration,  saved  from  the  wreck  which  has 
overtaken  others,  by  her  poverty  and  parstmo- 
nions  economy. 

The  union  of  the  Government  with  the 
banks,  is  calculated,  I  have  said,  greatly  to  in- 
fluence the  nataral  evils  of  the  banking  system. 
Some  of  them  I  have  already  mentioned ;  but 
one  remuna  for  me  to  advert  to,  not  among  the 
least,  if  not  the  very  greatest.  This  is  the  mis- 
ehief  of  sudden  expansions  and  contractions. 
To  this  mtechlef  no  one  can  be  insennble,  for 
aD  have  in  one  way  or  other  fidt  its  force.  It 
has  a  tendency  to  make  us  a  natSim  of  mmUera, 
1^  tlie  ooutant  stnnulus  to  that  ^irit  which 
finds  a  pisce  in  almost  every  bosom,  from  the 
aavagete  the  sage,  and  which  it  is  one  of  the 
great  objecta  of  a  wholesome  edooation  to  sub- 
dne.  But  the  frequent  and  sodden  reverses  to 
which  every  man  m  exposed,  of  being  rendered 
a  nabob  to-day  by  an  expansion,  and  a  beggar 
to-morrow  by  a  contraction,  must,  in  process 
of  time,  engender  all  that  loose  morality  which 
diaraoterizes  the  professed  worshippers  at  the 
Arine  of  fortune.  Such  is  the  effect  upon 
holders  of  proper^;  and  upon  the  laboring 
man  it  Is,  if 'possible,  still  more  baneful;  for 
him  there  ia  no  hour  of  pro^>erity,  but  he  snf- 
fcrs  greaHy,  If  not  eqoal^,  both  in  the  ebb  atid 
flow  of  the  tide.  Id  a  oraitraotion,  numey  of 
eonne  becomes  soanw,  and  the  Ubonr,  wkose 
ofdy  commodi^  is  h»  labw,  ia  compelled  to 


bring  it  duly  into  the  mark^  and  take  what- 
ever price  it  may  command ;  while  the  holders 
of  provisions,  less  limited  in  point  of  time  foe 
the  conversion  of  th^  (wmmodities  into  money, 
hold  them  back,  not  willing  to  submit  to  the 
diminished  prices,  and  in  the  mean  time  the 
laborer  must  starve,  or  buy  at  the  price  de- 
manded. On  the  other  hand,  when  an  expan- 
sion takes  place,  and  money  becomes  plenty, 
labor  is  the  last  thing  to  find  the  level.  The 
continual  necessity  which  the  laborer  is  under 
to  bring  his  commodity  into  the  market,  pre- 
vents any  competition  in  demand,  and  it  is  not 
until  the  general  nning  which  is  given  to  enter- 
prise has  opened  for  it  new  resources,  that  tat 
increased  demand  for  labor  makes  an  increase 
in  price.  In  the  mean  time  the  laborer  must 
porchase  those  commodities  upon  which  specu- 
lation is  most  apt  to  seize— the  necessariea  of 
life.  It  is  impos^ble  for  the  Government  to 
remain  oonne(^«d  witii  the  banks  without  con- 
tributing to  tiiis  misdhief;  for  when  the  sup- 
plies exceed  much  the  necessities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  must  lie  in  the  banks,  whose 
directors  mnst  resist  the  strongest,  or,  at  least, 
most  general  passion  of  the  hnman  heart — cu- 
pidity— if  they  suffer  them  to  remidn  unused, 
and  m  using  them,  an  artificial  expansion  of  the 
currency  is  of  course  created.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  the  Government  shall  find  it  necea* 
sary  to  make  heavy  drafts  upcni  the  deposit 
banks,  a  great  contraction  is  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. These  are  evils  which  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  prevent,  but  she  shonld  abstain, 
as  far  as  possible,  fl*om  exciting  them ;  and  this 
she  can  do  only  by  disoonnectton. 

When  Kr.  Stbangb  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Talucaihib,  the  Senate 
a^onzned. 


Fbidat,  September  22.  ^ 
Su^Tretuurtf  BiU. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  coonderation 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  ens* 
tody  of  t^e  public  revenue. 

Mr.  Taixhadoe  said :  Mr.  President,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  this  subject  all  that  reflection 
which  is  doe  to  it,  from  the  high  source  ftom 
which  it  emanates.  Every  consideration,  both 
personal  and  political,  would  incline  me  to  its 
Bupport,  if  my  judgment  could  be  satisfied  that 
its  adoption  would  promote  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  Natives  of  the  same  State  and 
of  the  same  county,  the  President  and  myself 
have  been,  from  my  first  entrance  into  political 
life  down  to  the  present  time,  on  terms  of  in- 
timacy. In  his  political  career  he  has  on  all 
occasions  received  my  cordial  support.  It  haa 
been  my  fortune  to  be  placed  in  sitoations,  at 
oert^  trying  periods  of  his  history,  iriiich 
have  enabled  me  to  render  him  "  some  service." 
It  is  with  no  ordinary  sensation,  therefore,  that 
I  find  mjiM  oonmned,  by  higher  owdoecap 
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tioDs  than  those  of  political  attachment  or  per- 
soDal  friendship,  to  differ  from  him  on  the 
qnestion  now  before  na — considerations  of  pnh- 
lio  dnty  which  involve  the  pablio  weal.  Bnt, 
I  have  the  Batisfaotion  to  know,  that  he  neither 
extAota  nor  detires  me  to  sapport  this  or  any 
other  measure  merely  hecanse  It  bears  the 
stamp  of  an  Execotive  reoonunendation.  In 
mbimtting  this  snb-Treasnry  system,  the  Pres- 
ident has  only  obeyed  an  i^nnotion  of  tiie 
oonstltntioD,  which  he  is  sworn  to  support,  and 
which  dedares  that  "he  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  give  to  the  Oongress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their 
oonnderation  sQch  neasores  as  he  sh^  Jndge 
necessary  and  expedient."  This  is  one  of  those 
measures — ^the  President  has  dischai^ed  his 
duty  in  recommending  it  to  onr  consideration, 
and  I  tmat  we  shall  discharge  onrs  by  giving  to 
it  that  calm  investigation  and  free  disonssion 
which  are  so  well  ciucalated  to  produce  correct 
results,  in  regard  to  measores  that  involve  the 
great  and  vital  interests  of  the  people. 

The  Preddent  himself  antichiated  much  di- 
verdty  <^  sentiment  on  Hiis  snbject.  He  anti- 
cipate also  that  Oongress  might,  in  its  wis- 
dom, adopt  some  other  system;  and  he  gave 
the  assurance  of  his  co-operation  in  any  oUier 
plan  which  might  be  "  mtimatdy  establidied." 
Be  says : 

"  With  these  viem,  I  leave  to  Oragrees  the  nfeae- 
ans  neoenuy  to  rmdita,  in  the  pneent  auageacj, 
the  safa-keej^ng  and  tnowler  of  the  publio  moneys. 
In  the  performance  of  constitutional  dn^,  I  have 
stated  to  them,  without  reserve,  the  result  of  my  own 
reflections.  lie  sulyect  is  of  great  Importance,  and 
one  on  which  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  be  as  united 
in  sentiment,  as  we  are  in  interest.  It  deserves  a 
Hill  and  free  discusdon,  and  cannot  fkil  to  be  bene- 
fited by  a  dispasnonate  comparison  of  (pinions. 
Well  aware  myself  of  the  duty  of  reciprocal  conces- 
sion among  the  coordinate  branches  of  tiie  Govern- 
ment,  I  can  promise  a  reasonable  sprit  of  co-opera- 
tion, so  fa?  as  it  can  be  indulge  in  without  the  sur- 
render of  constitutional  objections  which  I  t>elieve 
to  be  vc^  founded.  Any  system  that  may  be 
adopted,  should  be  sutgected  to  the  fullest  1^  pro- 
viinon,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  to  the  Exeounve  but 
what  is  necessary  to  the  diadbarge  of  tfa^  duties  im- 
posed on  him ;  and,  whatever  plaa  nmy  be  ultimately 
established,  my  own  part  shall  be  so  dischuged  as 
to  give  to  it  a  fidr  trial  and  the  best  proq>cct  of  suc- 
cess." 

I  trust,  Aen,  that  the  Mends  d  the  admin- 
istration will  view  this  qnestion  as  one  of  expe- 
diency, and  not  sofibr  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  themselves  to  become  a  difference  of 

Krlnciple  upon  which  they  are  to  divide.  If  it 
e  not  80  viewed,  who  will  take  the  responsi- 
bility, and  who  will  vouch  for  the  consequences 
of  a  contrary  coarse?  It  is  a  snbject  on  which 
men  may  honestly  differ ;  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son amongst  others,  that  such  difference  should 
be  expressed  with  perfect  frankness  and  with 
the  utmost  freedom.  Hy  mind  has  long  been 
made  np against  it;  and  the  reasraing of  the 
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Message,  whilst  it  has  not  convinced  me  to  the 
contruy,  has  only  served  to  confirm  my  pre- 
vious opinions — I  am  therefore  bound  to  say, 
from  a  sense  of  the  most  imperative  dnty,  tluUt, 
in  my  judgment,  this  measure  is  frttucbt  widi 
more  misimief  than  any  scheme  which  has  here- 
tpfora  been  broached  in  reference  to  the  flnaiieei 
of  the  Oovemment  and  the  currencT-  of  ttle 
country.  In  saying  t^is  I  certainly  intend  none 
other  Uian  the  most  profound  respect  for  the 
distinguished  individual  who  has,  in  an  official 
form,  brought  it  to  oar  notice. 

The  banks  are  now  as  able,  with  the  aid  and 
confidence  of  the  Government,  to  perform  all 
the  duties  required  of  them  as  they  were  before. 
We  have  the  testimony  of  the  Prudent  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they  performed 
them  as  well  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  capable  of  doing  the  same  again  in  the 
same  way.  I  am  not,  therefore,  prepared  to  aay 
that,  on  account  of  the  calami^  which  has  be- 
fallen the  country,  the  experiment  has  Mle^ 
and  they  ought  not  to  be  employed  a  secood 
time.  Ko,  nr;  such  a  catastrophe  may  not 
occur  again  In  the  course  of  a  century.  One 
reason  astugned  for  it  now  was  the  existence  of 
an  eoonnous  sarplns  in  the  Treasury.  This 
cause  is  not  likely  to  exist  hereafter,  for  every 
man  is  willing  to  bring  down  onr  receipts  to 
the  measure  of  our  wants ;  and  under  that,  as 
a  general  rule,  such  a  catastrophe  might  never 
happen  again.  The  banks  have  abundance  of 
means  to  meet  all  their  engagements.  Such 
being  the  cose,  all  that  is  necessary  is,  to  create 
confidence,  to  restore  confidence,  and  they  will 
be  found  able  to  perform  all  that  is  reonired  of 
them.  Let  that  otmfidence  be  extended  to  them 
by  the  Government  in  good  futii,  and  let  than 
be  |daeed  <hi  thdr  fiBiner  foot^.  Let  the 
Government  pursue  a  system  wUcIi  lias  bees 
tried,  and  which  ire  inow  will  prove  effi«tasl, 
instead  of  attempting  an  "antried  expedient," 
the  disastroos  conseqnenoea  of  which  cannot  be 
anticipated,  and  whfeb,  I  fear,  Inuf^nation  can 
scarcely  depict 

This  new  enwriment  consists  in  a  "  divorce 
of  bank  and  State."  This  is  a  mere  catch- 
phrase,  which  was  originally  introduced  by 
artful  and  designing  politicians  to  impose  upon 
the  credulity  and  honesty  of  the  people.  Hany 
have  adopted  it  without  reflecting  or  inqoiring 
as  to  its  import,  or  its  oonseqaenoes.  Plrst  im- 
pressions are  favorable  to  it ;  it  summons  to 
oar  reodleetion  our  eariy  impresdms  of* 
voree  of  ohorch  and  Btate."  But  it  is  the  dnty 
of  wise  statennen  and  discreet  politicians  to 
consider  well  the  evils  which  must  follow  the 
adoption  of  any  system  heretofore  untried  and 
of  donbtftil  policy,  however  euphonious  tiie 
phrase  may  be  which  designates  its  character 
before  the  people. 

The  proportion  contained  in  these  few  catch- 
words, strikes  at  the  very  foundation  oi  tiie 
credit  system  of  the  country.  It  does  not  stop 
witit  the  destruction  of  bank  credit,  bnt  stran- 
gles, in  its  withenrkig  gra^  cnnmerdal  credit 
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ilso.  It  establishes  a  depredated  paper  cni^ 
lency  for  the  pec^e,  and  ou  appreciated  ^ecie 
carrenoy  for  uie  inoambents  of  office,  and  for 
GoTemment  coDtractora  It  gives  the  baser 
earrency  to  the  master,  and  the  '*  better  oar- 
r^cy  to  the  servant  In  a  Government  like 
ours,  it  b  im[)03slble  long  to  preserve  our  insti- 
tutions or  oar  liberties,  if  such  distinctions  are 
to  prevail.  It  separates  the  Government  of  the 
people  from  the  people  themselves,  as  if  those 
whom  the  people  have  chosen  to  direct  their 
ofbirs  were  of  a  superior  order,  or  distinct  class 
in  society,  endowed  with  peonliar  privileges 
beyond  Uie  rest  of  the  commamt>y.  It  has  a 
tendency  to  alienate  the  offeotlcms  of  the  peoi^e 
tnoD.  the  Gtovemment.  They  will  come  to  con- 
sider it  not  as  a  Government  identified  with 
their  feelings  and  interests,  but  as  something 
foreign  to  them.  This  is  not  alL  The  Govern- 
ment itself  will  lose  in  a  measure,  the  idea  of 
dependence  on  the  people.  This  want  of  de- 
pendence is  too  much  felt  already.  Put  this 
additional  power  into  its  hands,  and  the  identity 
of  interests  which  exists,  or  ooght  to  exist  be- 
tween them,  is  done  away. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Stbanqb)  admits  that  the  people  will,  under 
this  system,  have  a  depreciated  currency,  whilst 
the  Government  will  enjoy  the  benefits  of  gold 
and  silver,  whatever  they  may  be.  Bnt  he  says 
they  make  that  oorrenoy  for  thems^ves— they 
need  not  take  it  except  at  th^  own  option. 
Gar^  it  is  the  common  ordinary  cnrrency  of  the 
country.  It  has  hitherto  been  good  enough  for 
tiie  Government,  for  the  people,  for  ns  all;  but 
now,  by  your  own  act,  you  depreciate  it,  and, 
after  maiong  it  the  worse  currency,  you  leave 
.it  to  the  people,  and  take  the  gold  and  silver  to 
yourselves  1  The  result  is,  th^  you  give  to  the 
servants  of  the  conntry  a  kind  of  money  worth 
more  than  the  people^s  cnrrency.  Yon  isolate 
the  Government,  so'that  it  becomes  no  longer 
a  part  of  tiie  people.  Ton  reverse  the  relation 
wbidi  has  always  existed  beween  them:  the 
GoTonmeat  becomes  the  master,  and  the  peo- 
fi9  become  the  serronts.  By  this  means,  tiie 
salary  of  every  officer  is  rused  sereral  per  cent, 
aeoording  as  specie  is  more  valnable  than  paper ; 
and  this  difference,  too,  created  by  ^our  own 
act  I  Sir,  it  is  a  dbtindion  which  will  not  be 
tolerated;  and  those  who  undertake  to  make 
it,  will  find,  in  the  end,  that  they  have  pre- 
sumed too  far  on  the  want  of  intdligence,  mA 
on  the  subserviency  of  the  peopw  of  1^ 
country. 

But  the  project  does  not  stop  here.  It  does 
not  merely  give  to  the  people  a  depreciated 
currency,  but,  by-and-by,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  any  carrenoy  which  will  be  adequate  to  carry 
on  the  badness  of  the  great  and  diversifi^ 
Sntnests  this  commonity.  Under  this  sys- 
tem, the  roecie  of  the  country  will  be  drawn 
from  ciremation,  and  from  tne  vaolts  of  the 
banks,  where  it  is  the  bans  of  circulation  and 
<^  confidence,  and  deposited  in  these  sub-Treas- 
nry  vaalta,  till  the  country  ia  left  without  a 
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sufficient  ciroalating  medium  to  transaot  its 
ordinary  business.  The  &rmer,  the  merchant, 
the  manufacturer,  and  the  mechanic,  wiU  be 
nnable  to  command  the  means  to  pursue  their 
ordinary  avocations,  no  matter  what  thm  prop- 
erty may  be.  They  may  be  rich  in  houses  and 
lands,  in  goods  and  merchandise,  in  manufso- 
tures  and  machinery,  in  materials,  in  tools  and 
implements  of  trade,  nay,  they  may  possess  the 
best  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  every  speriefl 
of  stock  which  has  heretofore  been  deraied 
equivalent  to  money,  and  still  they  wiU  be  xm- 
able  to  carry  on  their  wdinary  bnsiness  for  want 
of  a  oircnlating  medium  by  which  to  transact  It, 
Credit  is  the  poor  man^s  capital,  as  well  as  the 
auxiliary  of  the  rich.  Deprive  him  of  this^  mA 
his  habits  of  industry,  his  oharaoter  for  jmAAtTf 
his  good  name  and  reputation  avail  him  nou^ 
ing.  He  has  no  means  by  which  he  can  rise 
above  the  ordinary  occupation  of  a  day  laborer. 
With  a  growing  family,  and  the  increased  ex- 
pense of  living,  he  is  doomed  to  abject  pover^, 
without  the  slightest  hope  of  ever  gaining  that 
standing  and  that  condition  in  society  which  a 
"well-regulated  credit  system"  ^ways  holds 
ont  to  the  enterpising,  Uie  honest,  ^e  indoft- 
trious  portion  of  the  community. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  uie  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Strinob)  condemn  oar 
whole  banking  system  as  an  ntter  absurdly, 
and  which  he  predicted  would  be  looked  upon 
by  those  who  come  ^ber  as  witli  as  much  as- 
tonishment as  we  look  upon  the  Sooth  Bea  bab- 
ble. In  this  enlightened  age,  at  this  late  period 
of  our  history,  lu^r  what  we  have  seen  of  the 
effects  of  the  credit  system  upon  the  conntry, 
with  the  evidence  of  our  own  senses,  and  the 
testimony  of  all  Europe  in  favor  of  it,  I  confess, 
my  amazement  at  hearing  such  sentiments  nU. 
tored  on  this  floor.  I  have  not  lauffcage,  coo*, 
sistent  with  the  high  respect  which  I  entertain; 
for  that  honorable  Senator,  (Ur.  Sibaito^)  t9. 
express  my  astonishment ;  aiu  I,  tJherefore^  otM 
only  say. 

The  tendency  of  this  scheme  is  to  bring  die 
conntry,  virtually,  to  an  exolosiTe  metallic  cur- 
rency. Whatever  gentlemen  may  say  on  tills 
subject,  this  wild  and  Tldonary  theoiy  is.  gain- 
ing ground  with  a  cert^n  portion  of  oar  popu- 
lation. It  is  propagated  by  reason  of  the  coun- 
tenance which  it  is  snpposed  to  receive  from 
men  in  high  places.  Meetings  have  been  hdd 
in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  at  which  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  has  been  resolved  on 
as  the  only  true  policy.  All  paper  money  of 
every  description  has  been  repuaiated,  as  con- 
trary to  the  genins  of  our  Government  ^nd  the 
spint  of  our  institutions.  In  the  same  resoln- 
tioos,  men  in  elevated  stations,  have  been  ap- 
plauded by  namefor  mtdnt^nii^  the  same  doc- 
trines. Theprovedingsof  snoh.meetinnhaTe 
been  responded  to  in  terms  (Mf  approoation, 
thereby  taoitiy  aoqniescing  in  all  the  principlea 
set  forth  in  them,  and  thus  giving  carrenoy  to 
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them  'with  the  people.  It  is  the  belief  that 
such  principles  are  recognized  hj  those  to 
whose  approval  tbej  are  submitted,  that  excites 
the  alarm  and  apprehension  which  pervades  the 
rftU<»ial  and  thinking  portion  of  tiie  oommnuitj. 
It'is  this,  too,  whicn  gives  oounte nance  to  the 
idea  that  the  Bub-Treasaiy  scheme  is  intended 
to  briDK  about  an  exclusive  metallic  cnneooy. 

Gentlemen  are  verj  aozioDS,  apparently,  for 
this  divorce,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it.  I 
wonid  remind  them,  however,  that  whilst  diey 
are  talking  of  a  divorce,  they  are  getUng  op  an 
incestuous  union  between  members  of  the  same 
fuaily — a  maitiage  which  is  unlawful;  and 
which  I  would  say  comes  within  the  Leviticid 
degrees,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  forbidden. 

This  union  which  is  now  proposed  is  a  most 
^msafe  and  daugeroos  one.  It  reminds  me  of 
an  anecdote  of  a  captain  of  a  packet  with  whom 
I  was  acquainted,  who  informed  me  that,  he 
i^waya  found  it  indispensably  necessary,  for  the 
safety  of  his  abip's  storeEL  to  have  Ms  cook  and 
IiiB  steward  of  (ufferent  fiuDilies,  and  if  possible 
of  difEbrent  colors,  and  if  he  could  get  op  a  fight 
between  them,  it  was  all  the  better ;  for  if  they 
were  connected  together  in  a  common  bond  of 
interest  or  affection,  the  stores  were  apt  to  be 
wasted.  So  here,  I  think  our  stores,  the  stores 
of  the  ship  of  State,  will  not  be  safe,  if  a  union 
take  i^ace  between  the  Qovemment  and  the 
pnblio  Treasury,  which  ought  to  be  separated 
m  different  sets  of  hands,  and  those,  too,  antag- 
onist hands. 

The  ofBcers  to  be  employed  under  this  sys- 
tem, so  far  from  being  antagonist  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  officers  f^pointed  by  the  Qovem- 
ment, entirely  dependent  on  it,  and  who  may 
be  removed  t^r  its  fiat  at  any  moment  from 
tiuar  offieea.  There  is  poutive  danger  in  the 
flohune.  M  the  d^HMits  of  the  pablio  money, 
all  the  Treasury,  t(^ther  with  the  other  Execu- 
tive powers,  will  now  be  united  in  the  same 
£nnUy,  and  in  the  same  hands.  I  see  no  se- 
cority,  but  absolute  insocority,  absolute  danger, 
in  the  proposed  system.  But  let  us  consider 
the  ohances  of  security  which  the  system  offers 
for  the  safety  of  t^e  public  moneys.  The  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  tells  us  the  public 
funds  will  hardly  fail  to  be  safe,  for  if  the 
officer  should  appropriate  them  to  his  own  u^, 
he  may  be  hung  up  by  the  neck  ontil,  to  use 
the  forcible  repetiticHis  of  that  gentleman,  he  is 
dead,  dead,  dead  1  'What  security  is  there  here, 
idr,  when  the  money  is  ahrea^  gone!  Will 
the  dead  body  answer  any  of  the  purposes  of 
aecnrity?  Or  docs  the  gentleman  really  im- 
agine that  the  pcualty  of  death  itself  will  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  defalcation !  I>oe8  not 
the  e^rience  of  all  countries  show  that  the 
BBverest  penalties  do  not  operate  as  preventives 
of  crime.of  any  kind!  We  have  only  to  look 
to  our  own  country  for  illustrations  of  the  in- 
enfficienoy  and  insecurity  of  |ke  proposed  sys- 
tem. What,  for  example,  is  thoi^ht  to  be  the 
best  system  for  the  oolleotion  of  the  tolls  on  the 
York  canals.  It  is  the  system  of  depout 
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with  the  banks.  The  money  is  rapidly  brought 
into  the  banks,  and  the  least  possible  means  are 
left  in  the  power  of  the  collectors.  The  great 
masaof  the  funds  collected  are  therefore  always 
on  deposit  in  the  banks,  which  credit  the  Got- 
emment  with  the  amount  It  is  owing  to  this 
system  of  removing  responsibility  for  such  large 
sums  of  money  from  individuals,  and  reposinc 
it  upon  banks,  that  from  the  very  first  period 
of  the  formation  of  the  canals  down  to  the  pres- 
ent moment  the  State  has  not  lost  one  ran^e 
dollar  of  the  canal  funds,  though  millions  and 
millions  have  been  collected.  If  the  system 
were  proposed  in  the  State  Legislature  to  take 
the  personal  responsibility  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection,  together  with  security, 
such  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  the  present 
scheme,  it  would  not  be  able  to  command  a  sin- 
gle vote  1  How  then  can  it  be  here  maintained 
by  gendemen  that  such  an  objectionabto  plax^ 
rejected  altogether  by  prudent  and  experiencea 
legii^atgrs,  is  the  best  plan,  and  ought  to  be 
adopted !  There  is  a  law  now  on  the  statute 
book  that  certain  ^sbursing  officers  sball  de- 
posit whatever  public  fhnds  come  into  their 
hands,  in  the  bank  nearest  to  them  until  re- 
qTiired  to  be  paid  out.  Whence  comes  tlie 
necessity  of  such  a  law?  why  does  the  law 
exht,  if  penalties  and  securities  make  the 
money  as  safe  as  when  deposited  in  the  banks. 

Every  fact  goes  against  the  system  as  pro- 
posed by  this  bill,  and  at  the  same  time  every 
fact  goes  in  f^vor  of  the  system  which  it  is  now 
suddenly  proposed  to  cast  aside  1  Can  it  be 
possible  that  gentlemen  wish  to  exposo  the 
Treasury  as  it  will  be  exposed  by  this  scheme  I 
I  do  not  wish  to  disparase  onr  public  officers 
or  Uiose  who  may  be  em^c^ed  under  this  sys- 
tem. But,  I  look  at  human  nature  as  it  is.  I 
look  at  the  temptations  to  which  tbey  are  ex- 
pcoed.  The  confidence  of  individuals  In  their 
own  integrity  may  be  unbounded,  and  they 
will  never  suspect  it  till  put  to  the  test  of  sach 
temptations  as  will  be  pres^ted  under  this  sys- 
tem. I  mean  no  unnecessary  or  improper  dis- 
paragement when  I  say,  I  have  no  faith  in  the 
safety  of  the  public  money  if  this  scheme  goes 
into  operation.  There  is  danger  in  every  stage 
of  it.  And  no  opportunity  will  pass  unim- 
proved where  the  temptation  is  suffici^tly  pre- 
sented. There  is  no  safety  in  it. 

"Toa  mv  w       apiati  oat  tl»  uhidbV  iotft 
Of  mlaera  treaniro  hj  u  ontlaw^  den. 
And  tell  me  It  to  eeft,  u  bid  me  Iwpa 
Dugei  win  irlok  on  opportonltx- 

Kr.  Bentoh  rose  to  offer  the  aid  of  lus  voice 
in  favor  of  the  amendment^  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  be  attached. 
He  considered  the  amendment  and  the  bill  as 
one  measure,  indissolnbly  connected  in  their 
nature ;  and  that  the  bUl  would  be  of  littlo 
value,  unless  the  amendment  was  made.  There 
might  have  been  some  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  time  and  mode  of  adopting  the  provi- 
sions cont^ed  in  the  ameodment— -whether  it 
should  be  done  at  this  session,  or  at  the  next ; 
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and  whether  it  Bbotild  be  effected  hj  an  amend- 
atory claose,  or  b;  a  separate  bill.  There  might 
have  been  room  for  difference  of  opinion  on 
these  points  a  fev  days  ago;  bnt,  since  the 
amendment  is  offered,  and  oppoeed,  it  most  be 
carried,  or  the  bill  itself  oonsidered  as  lost. 

The  bill  is  to  divorce  the  Government  fiwm 
the  banks,  or  rather  is  to  declare  the  divorce, 
for  the  Beparation  has  idready  taken  place  hj 
the  operation  of  lav  and  by  the  delinqaenc^  <n 
the  banks.  The  bill  is  to  aedare  the  diroree ; 
the  amendment  is  to  exclude  their  notes  from 
revenne  payments,  not  all  at  once,  but  grad- 
nally,  ana  to  be  accomplished  Ij  the  Ist  day 
of  Jannaiy,  1841.  Until  then  the  notes  of  spe- 
ci&-payiQg  banks  may  be  I'eceived,  diminishing 
one-fonrth  annnally ;  and  after  that  day,  all  pay- 
ments to  and  from  the  Federal  Government  are 
to  be  made  in  bard  money.  Until  that  day, 
payments  from  the  United  States  will  be  gov- 
erned by  existing  laws.  The  amendment  does 
not  affect  the  Post  Office  Department  nntil  Jan- 
oary,  1841 ;  imtil  then,  the.  fiscal  operations  of 
that  department  remeJn  under  the  present  lavs ; 
after  that  day  they  fall  under  the  principle  of 
the  bin,  and  all  payments  to  and  from  that  de- 
partment vill  M  made  in  hard  uKHiey.  The 
effect  of  the  vbole  amendment  vill  be  to  re- 
store the  currency  of  the  constitution  to  the 
Federal  Government — to  re-establish  the  great 
acts  of  1789  and  of  1800— declaring  that  the 
revenues  should  be  collected  in  gold  and  silver 
coin  only ;  those  early  statutes  which  were  en- 
acted by  the  bard  money  men  who  made  the 
constitation,  vho  had  seen  and  felt  the  evils  of 
that  paper  money,  and  intended  to  guard  against 
those  evils  in  mture  by  creating  not  a  paper, 
but  a  hard  money  Government. 

I  am  for  this  restoration.  I  am  for  restoring 
to  the  Federal  Treasury  the  currency  of  the 
ooostitation.  I  am  for  carrying  back  this  Gov- 
ernment to  tiie  solidity  projected  by  its  found- 
ers. This  is  a  great  object  in  itself— a  reform 
of  the  first  magQi  itnde — a  reformation  with  heal- 
ing on  its  vin^  bringing  safety  to  the  Govern- 
ment and  blessings  to  the  people.  The  currency 
is  a  thing  vhich  reaches  every  individual  and 
every  institution. 

Great  are  the  evils,  political,  pecuniary,  and 
moral,  which  have  flowed  from  this  departure 
fVom  our  constitntion.  Through  the  Federal 
Govemraeat  alone — through  it,  not  by  it — two 
millions  and  a  half  of  money  have  heen.  lost  in 
the  last  foor  months.  Thirty-two  millions  of 
imblic  money  was  the  amount  in  the  deposit 
banks  vhen  they  stopped  p^rment ;  of  this  sum 
tw«ity-five  millions  nave  been  paid  over  to 
Government  creditors,  or  transferred  to  tiie 
States.  But  bov  paid,  and  how  transferred? 
In  what?  In  real  money,  or  its  equivalent? 
Not  at  all  I  But  in  the  not»  of  suqxeDded 
banks — ^in  notes  depreciated,  on  an  average,  ten 
per  cent.  Here  then  were  tvo  and  a  hau  mil- 
lioDB  lost  Who  bore  the  loss?  The  public 
creditors  and  the  States.  "Who  guned  it  ?  for 
where  there  is  a  loai  to  one^  there  must  be  a 


gain  to  another.  Who  gained  the  two  and  a 
half  millions,  thus  sunk  upon  the  hands  of  the 
creditors  and  the  States  ?  The  banks  were  the 
gainers;  they  g^ned  it;  the  public  creditors 
and  the  States  lost  it ;  and  to  tbe  creditors  it 
was  a  forced  loss.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they 
consented  to  take  it.  They  had  no  alternative. 
It  was  that  or  nothing.  The  banks  foiled  it 
upon  the  Goremment;  the  Government  forced 
it  upon  the  creditor.   Ocmsent  was  out  of  the 

aaestion.  Power  ruled,  and  that  power  was  in 
ie  banks ;  and  they  gained  the  tvo  and  a  half 
millions  vhich  the  States  and  the  pubUo  cred- 
itors lost. 

The  Soiator  from  Nev  York,  (Mr.  Tall- 
HADOB,)  vho  had  just  spoken  wim  so  much 
ability,  and  vho  is  opp^ed  both  to  this  bill 
and  this  amendment,  has  predicted  an  argo- 
ment  in  favor  of  the  local  banks  on  account  of 
the  small  amount  of  the  public  money  which 
has  been  lost  in  tiieir  hands ;  but  here  is  two 
and  a  half  millions  in  a  single  operation,  and 
without  going  back  to  the  period  of  bank  stop- 
pages in  1810  and  1814.  He  confines  himself 
to  direct  losses,  but  that  is  a  moat  imperfect 
view  of  the  qoestioa.  The  foil  Tiev  enunraoei^ 
berides  ^reot  losses,  all  that  are  inddental  to 
the  use  of  depreciated  paper  money ;  increased 
prices— disappointed  operations  by  sea  and  land 
in  time  of  war — and  embarrassed  operations  in 
time  of  peace;  per  oentums  shaved  off  at  every 
step;  the  ignorant,  the  helpless,  the  necesa- 
tous,  imposed  upon ;  and  one  vast  scene  of 
pushing  off  bad  ipapet  on  each  other  exhibited 
all  over  the  country. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  esdmate  the  moneyed 
losses,  direct  or  indirect,  to  the  Government 
alone,  from  the  use  of  local  bank  notes,  in  the 
last  tventy-five  years,  indnding  tbe  var,  and 
ooreriDg  three  general  Bo^tensiCKis.  Leaving 
the  petmle  out  of  Tiev,  as  a  field  ot  losses  be- 
yond ealcnlatfon,  I  eonnne  n^df  to  the  Fed- 
eral Govemmeul^  and  say,  its  losses  have  heea 
raiormoos,  prodigious,  and  incalculable.  We 
have  had  three  general  stoppages  of  the  local 
banks  in  tiie  short  space  of  twenty-two  yearsi 
It  is  at  the  average  rate  of  one  in  seven  years ; 
and  who  is  to  guaranty  ns  from  another,  and 
from  tbe  consequent  losses,  if  we  continue  to 
receive  their  bills  in  payment  of  public  dues. 
Another  stoppage  must  oome,  end  that,  reason- 
ing from  all  analogies,  in  less  than  seven  years 
after  the  resumption.  Hany  must  perish  in  the 
attempt  to  resume,  and  woiud  do  better  to  wind 
up  at  once,  without  attempting  to  go  on,  with- 
out adeqoate  means,  and  against  appallingob- 
stades.  Another  remldon  most  oome.  Thus 
it  vas  after  the  last  resumption.  The  banks 
recommenced  payments  in  1817— in  tvo  years, 
the  failures  were  more  disastrous  than  ever. 
Thus  it  was  in  England  after  the  long  aaapei^ 
sion  of  twenty-sis  years.  Payments  recom- 
menced in  1828— in  1825  the  most  desolating 
crash  of  banks  took  place  which  had  ever  been 
known  in  the  kiugaom,  although  the  bank  of 
England  had  impwted,  m  leas  than  four  yean, 
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twenty  millions  sterling  in  gold^  about  one  han- 
dred  millions  of  dollars,  to  recommence  npon. 
Its  effects  reached  this  country,  crashed  the 
cotton  bosses  in  Kew  Orleans,  depressed  the 
money  market,  and  injared  all  business.  "Why 
wfis  tiiis?  "Why  was  it  that,  within  two  years 
^ter  restimptioiL  both  in  EUigland  and  in  onr 
America,  these  dlsastrons  revulsions  ensued? 
Loss  of  confideooe  was  the  cause ;  and  that  loss 
resulting,  not  from  the  act  of  Goverument,  but 
from  the  conduct  of  the  banks  themselTes.  The 
banks  had  fuled^  and^  therefore,  could  fail.  The 
people  had  seen  them  fail,  and,  therefore,  ihey 
reared  they  might  do  so  again.  There  was  no 
confidence  in  them ;  no  more  than  the  coach- 
man places  in  the  balking  horse  when  he  comes 
to  the  hill.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Hr. 
Bites)  wishes  the  GoTernment  to  do  something 
to  reanimate  confidence  in  these  b^ks.  Could 
a  law  of  Oougress  inspire  confidence  into  his 
coachman,  and  give  him  futh  in  the  balking 
horse  t  No  more  can  it  be  done  in  relation  to 
these  banks.  They  have  stopped,  universally 
and  simultaneously,  in  a  season  of  profound 
peace  and  general  prosperity — ^no  war,  no  pes- 
tilence, no  famine — with  four  times  as  much 
q>ecie  in  the  country  as  ever  was  in  it  before ; 
and  this  stoppage  has  killed  confidence.  It  is 
dead  by  the  act  of  the  banks,  and  cannot  be 
legislated  into  existence  again  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. Confidence  is  a  plant  of  voluntary  and 
not  of  forced  existence.  It  is  said  by  an  emi- 
nent man  to  be  a  plant  of  slow  growth.  We 
all  know  it  to  be  so ;  and  we  Imow,  besides, 
ttiat  when  this  plant  is  once  pulled  up  by  the 
roots,  it  rarely  takes  root  again  in  the  same 
place. 

The  Senators  from  New  York  and  Virginia 
(Messrs.  Talueuqi  and  Rms)  push  this  point 
of  confidence  a  little  farther ;  they  address  a 

Suestion  to  me,  aad  ask  if  I  would  lose  confi- 
ence  in  all  steamboats,  and  have  them  all  dis- 
carded, if  one  or  two  blew  up  in  the  Missis- 
rippi  ?  I  answer  the  question  in  all  frankness, 
ana  say,  that  I  should  not.  But  if,  instead  of 
one  or  two  in  the  Uissiasippi,  all  the  steam- 
boats in  the  Union  should  blow  up  at  once — in 
every  creek,  river,  and  bay — while  all  the  pas- 
sengers were  sleeping  in  confidence,  and  the 
pilots  crying  out  all  is  well ;  if  the  whole  should 
blow  up  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the 
other  jjaet  as  &st  as  they  could  hear  each  other's 
explosions;  then,  ind^d,  I  should  lose  confi- 
dence in  them,  and  never  again  trust  wifbL  or 
child,  or  my  own  foot,  or  any  thing  not  intended 
for  destmoUon,  on  boud  anoh  qrmpa^etio  and 
oonta^oos  en^^es  of  deatii.  I  answer  Airther, 
and  tell  the  gentlemen,  that  if  only  one  or  two 
banks  had  stopped  laat  May  in  New  York,  I 
should  not  have  lost  all  confidenoe  iu  the  re- 
muning  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  but 
when  the  whole  thousand  stopped  at  once ; 
tumbled  down  together — fell  in  a  lump— lie 
there — and  when  one  of  their  number,  by  a 
Kgn  with  the  little  finger,  can  make  the  whole 
lie  Htill,  then,  indeed,  oonfidenoe  is  gone  1  And 
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this  is  the  case  with  the  banks.  They  have  not 
only  stopped  altogether,  but  in  a  seasra  of  pro- 
found peace,  with  eighty  millions  of  specie  in 
the  country,  and  just  after  the  annual  eimnina- 
tions  by  commissioners  and -legislative  conrniit- 
tees,  and  when  all  was  reported  well.  Willi 
oghty  millions  in  the  country,  they  stop  eveu 
for  change  1  It  did  not  take  a  natimial  calaniit; 
— a  war  to  stop  them  I  Th^  feU  in  of 
peace  and  prosperity  [  'We  read  of  people  in 
the  West  Indies,  and  in  South  Ainaica,  vbo 
rebuild  their  cities  on  the  same  sfot  wbm 
earthquakes  bad  overthrown  them ;  we  are  as- 
tonished- at  their  fatuity ;  we  wonder  that  thej 
will  bnild  again  on  the  same  perilous  foanfk- 
tions.  But  these  people  have  a  reason  for  tbetr 
conduct ;  it  is,  that  their  cities  are  only  de- 
stroyed by  earthquakes ;  it  takes  an  earthqiafce 
to  destory  them ;  and  when  there  is  no  earth- 
quake, they  are  safe.  But  suppose  tbeir  cities 
fell  down  without  any  commotion  iu  Uie  earth, 
or  the  air — fell  in  a  season  of  peilect  cahn  saA. 
serenity — and  after  that  the  sorrivon  dtoild 
go  to  building  again  in  the  some  jdaee;  vonM 
not  all  tiie  world  say  that  they  were  dennntc^ 
and  were  Roomed  to  destruction  f  Bot^tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  by  these 
banks.  If  it  contanues  to  nae  them,  and  to  re- 
ceive thrar  notes  for  revenue,  after  what  bai 
happened,  and  in  the  Ikce  of  what  now  eiisbi, 
it  argues  fatuity  and  a  doom  to  destrnction. 

Resume  when  they  will,  or  when  they  shill, 
and  the  longer  it  is  delayed  the  worse  for  them- 
selves, the  epoch  of  resumption  is  to  be  a  pwil- 
ons  crisis  to  many.  This  stopping  and  rcsmmng 
by  banks  is  the  realization  of  tie  poetical  de- 
scription of  the  descent  into  hell,  ana  tbei^mi 
from  it  Faeili$  deacmmit  Aner7»-»d  «»• 
care  gradum — hoc  opva,  hie  UAor  at  Easy  i» 
tiie  descent  into  the  Tegjons  below,  but  to  n- 
turn  1  this  to  work,  this  is  labor  indeed  I  Our 
banks  have  made  the  descent ;  they  have  gone 
down  with  ease ;  but  to  return— to  ascend  the 
rawed  steps,  and  behold  again  the  light  abow 
—how  many  will  falter  and  fell  back  again  into 
the  gloomy  regions  below  I 

The  day  of  resumption  will  be  a  day  of  peril, 
and  of  death,  to  many.  It  is  a  pendty  wWdi 
their  extraordinary  stoppage  has  impose! 
Many  must  fail  in  the  trial ;  probably  a 
panic  and  pressure  take  place ;  and  those  who 
most  attribute  every  calamity  to  the  iitod^ 
the  ignorance,  and  the  misvovenunent  of  w 
r^Uican  party,  had  as  wdlbe  preparing  thnr 
acoTuatimis  in  advance;  for  the  oontingoier 
will  oome,  and  a  oanse  for  it  most  befimaa  u 
the  misconduct  of  the  Government.  I^**?" 
prophetize  in  advanoe,  and  show  their  capaog 
for  political  divination  by  vaamnating  before- 
hand, and  exhibiting  now  a  political  <aw«2 
an  event  to  arise  hereafter  out  of  the  nw™ 
progress  of  banking.  , 

Banks  of  circulation  are  banks  of  hajard  am 
of  fwlnre.  It  is  an  incident  of  t^eir  nalnrj 
Those  without  oirculatioQ  rarely  fail  ThMa 
Venice  has  stood  aeven  hundred  years;  those 
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<^  Hamburg,  Amsterdam,  and  others,  have  stood 
ibr  oeDtories.  The  Bank  of  England,  the  great 
mother  of  banks  of  circnlation,  besides  an  actoal 
stoppage  of  a  quarter  of  a  oentory,  has  had  her 
crisis  and  conToluon  in  average  periods  of  seven 
or  eight  years,  for  the  last  half  centory — ^in  1 788, 
•93,  'W,  1814i  '19,  "afl,  '86— and  has  only  been 
saved  from  repeated  ^are  by  the  powerful 
sapport  of  the  British  Government,  and  profuse 
(applies  of  ezciheqnerl^Ils.  Hernomeronsprog- 
tnj  of  private  and  Joint  stock  banks  of  oircn- 
lauMi  nave  bad  the  same  oonTolsions ;  and,  not 
being  sapported  by  the  Government,  have  sank 
by  bondreds  at  a  time.  All  the  banks  of  the 
United  States  are  banks  of  circulation ;  they 
are  all  subject  to  the  inherent  dangers  of  that 
class  of  banks,  and  are,  besides,  su^ect  to  new 
dangers  peculiar  to  themselves.  From  the 
quantity  of  their  stock  hold  by  foreigners,  the 
quantity  of  other  stocks  in  their  han£,  and  the 
current  foreign  balance  agunst  the  United 
States,  our  paper  system  has  become  an  append- 
age to  that  of  England.  As  such,  it  suffers 
fiom  mnpathy  whoi  the  En^^ish  nstem  suf- 
fers. Xa  addition  to  this,  a  new  dootrine  is 
now  broached — that  our  first  duty  Is  to  fca«ign- 
tn  I  and,  upon  this  principle,  when  the  banks 
of  the  two  oonntries  are  in  peril,  ours  are  to  be 
ittorifioed  to  save  those  of  England  I 
The  power  of  a  few  banks  over  the  wbole 

f resents  a  new  feature  of  danger  in  our  system, 
t  oonsolidates  the  banks  of  the  whole  ITnion 
into  one  mass,  and  subjects  them  to  one  fate, 
and  that  fate  to  be  decided  by  a  few,  without 
even  tbe  knowledge  of  the  rest.  An  unknown 
divan  of  bankers  sends  forth  an  edict  which 
sweeps  over  tbe  empire,  crosses  the  lines  of 
States  with  the  &uility  of  a  Turkish  firman, 
pFostrattttg  all  State  instttntions,  breaking  up 
all  engagemaits,  and  levelling  all  law  before  it. 
This  is  consolidatim  <^  a  kind  which  tiie  genlns 
of  Fatriok  Hmry  had  sot  even  oono^red.  Bat 
while  this  finnan  Is  thus  potent  and  irresistible 
for  prostration,  it  is  impotent  and  powerless  for 
resorrection.  It  goes  out  in  vain,  bidding  the 
prostrate  banks  to  nse.  A  veto  power  inter- 
venes. One  voice  is  sufficient  to  keep  all  down ; 
aad.  thus  we  have  seen  one  word  from  PhUadel- 
phia  annihilate  the  New  York  proposition  for 
resumption,  and  condemn  the  many  solvent 
banks  to  the  continuation  of  a  condition  as 
mortifying  to  their  fadings  as  it  is  ii^oiioos  to 
their  ffiture  interests. 

But  what  excuse,  what  mology,  what  Jostifi- 
ca^n  have  we  for  surrendering,  abandoning 
and  lo^ng  the  pretnse  advantage  for  which  the 
presmt  oonstitntiOTi  was  finmedt  What  was 
that  advantaf^e — what  the  leading  and  govern- 
ing olyect  which  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
OM  confederation,  and  induced  the  adoption  of 
the  present  form  of  Government!  It  was  rev- 
enue I  independent  revenue  I  a  revenue  nnder 
the  absolute  control  of  this  Government,  and 
free  from  the  action  of  the  States.  This  was 
the  motive,  the  leading  and  governing  motive, 
which  led  to  the  formation  or  this  Ooveiiuuent. 


Tbe  reason  was,  that  the  old  confederation, 
being  dependent  upon  the  States,  was  often  left 
without  money.  This  state  of  being  was  in- 
compatible with  its  existence ;  it  deprived  it 
of  m  power ;  its  imbecility  was  a  proverb.  To 
eztxicate  it  from  that  coii<Htion  was  the  design, 
and  the  cardinal  design  of  tbe  new  constitution. 
An  independent  revenue  was  given  to  it — inde- 
pendent  even  of  the  States.  Is  it  not  sniddal 
to  surrender  that  independence,  and  to  surren- 
der it,  not  to  States,  bnt  to  money  corporadonsf 
What  does  history  record  of  the  penury  and 
moneyed  destitution  of  the  old  confederation, 
comparable  to  the  annihUatioQ  of  the  revenues 
of  this  Government  in  Kay  last,  when  the  banks 
shut  down,  in  one  night,  upon  a  revenue  in  hand 
of  thirty-two  millions ;  even  upon  that  which 
was  in  the  names  of  disbursing  officers,  and 
refuse  a  mne-penoo  or  a  picaillon  in  money 
from  tiiat  day  to  this  ?  What  is  there  in  the 
history  of  the  old  confederation  comparable  to 
this  ?  Tbe  old  confederation  was  often  reduced 
low — often  near  empty  handed — but  never  saw 
itself  stripped  in  an  instant,  as  if  by  enchant- 
ment of  tens  of  millions,  and  beard  the  shout 
of  trinmph  thundered  over  its  head,  and  the 
notes  of  exultation  sung  over  ite  supposed  de- 
struction I  Yet,  this  is  what  we  have  seen — 
what  we  now  see — fivm  having  surrendered  to 
corporations  our  moneyed  independence,  and 
unwisely  abandoned  the  precise  advantage 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  this  Federal  Gov- 
^ment. 

I  do  not  go  into  the  moral  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. It  is  too  obvious,  too  impressive,  too 
grave,  to  escape  the  observation  of  any  one. 
Demoralization  follows  in  the  train  of  an  un- 
convertible paper  money.  The  whole  com- 
munity becomes  exposed  to  a  moral  pestilence. 
Every  individual  becomes  tJie  viotiin  of  some 
impoatiMi,  and,  in  self-d^ence,  imposes  uptm 
some  one  else.  Hie  weak,  the  ignorant,  the 
uninformed,  the  necessitous,  are  the  sufferers ; 
the  crafty  and  the  opulent  are  the  gainers. 
The  evil  augments  until  the  moral  sense  of  the 
community,  revolting  at  the  frightful  accumu- 
lation of  fraud  and  misery,  applies  the  radical 
remedy  of  total  reform. 

Thus,  pecuniary,  political,  and  moral  oonsid- 
erotions  require  the  Government  to  retrace  its 
steps,  to  return  to  first  principles,  and  to  restore 
its  fiscal  action  to  the  safe  and  solid  path  of  the 
constitution.  Beform  is  demanded.  It  is  called 
for  by  every  pnblic  and  by  every  private  con- 
dderation.  Now  is  the  time  to  make  it  The 
oooneotion  between  bank  and  State  is  actnally 
dissolved.  It  is  ffissoWed  by  operation  cf  law, 
and  by  tbe  delinqnency  of  these  institutions. 
They  have  fbrfeited  the  right  to  the  depoats, 
and  lost  tiie  privilege  of  paying  the  revenue  in 
tiaai  notes,  by  ceasing  to  pay  specie.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  now  going  on  without  them,  and  all 
that  is  wanting  is  the  expropriate  legislation  to 
perpetnate  the  divorce  which,  in  point  of  &ct, 
has  already  t^en  place.  Now  is  the  time  to 
act;  this  Uie  moment  to  restore  the  constitu* 
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tional  cairency  to  the  Federal  Qovenmient ;  to 
restore  the  custody  of  the  pnbHo  moneys  to 
national  keepers ;  and  to  avoid,  in  time  to  come, 
the  calainitoas  revulsions  and  perilous  catas- 
trophes of  1814, 1819,  and  1837. 

And  what  is  the  obstacle  to  the  adoption  of 
this  conrse,  so  imperiously  demanded  by  the 
safety  of  the  republic,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  bo  earnestly  recommended  to  us  by 
the  Chief  Maj^strate  ?  What  is  the  obstacle — 
what  the  power  lhat  countervails  the  Execu- 
tive reconMnendanon,  paralyzes  the  action  of 
Congress,  and  stays  the  march  of  reform !  The 
banks— ^e  banks— the  banks,  are  this  olMtacle, 
and  this  power.  They  set  up  the  preten^n  to 
force  their  paper  into  the  Federal  Treasair,  and 
to  fbrce  themselTes  to  be  constitnted  that  Treas- 
ury. Though  now  bankrupt,  their  paper  dis- 
honored,  their  doors  closed  against  creditors, 
eveiy  public  and  every  private  obligation  vio- 
lated, still  they  arrogate  a  supremacy  over  this 
Federal  Government ;  they  demand  the  g:uard- 
iamihip  of  the  public  moneys,  and  the  privilege 
of  furnishing  a  Federal  currency ;  and,  though 
.too  weak  to  pay  their  debts,  they  are  strong 
enongh  to  throttle  this  Gtovemment,  and  to 
hold,  in  doubtful  suspense,  the  issue  of  their 
vast  pretensions. 

And  what  new  power  is  this,  so  formidable 
and  80  daring,  and  the  name  of  which  is  not 
seen  in  our  constitution  ? 

Whence  its  origin.  Its  progress,  and  its  pres- 
ent pretentions  f  Sir,  its  origin  is  humble ;  its 
first  progress  tJow ;  its  vast  pretensions  of  re- 
cent date.  In  the  year  1780,  the  first  petition 
was  presented  to  the  Congress  of  the  confedera- 
tion for  the  establishment  of  a  bank ;  ten  years 
afterwards  there  were  but  three  in  the  country ; 
In  twenty  years  more,  there  were  only  a  few 
dozen ;  now  nearly  a  tnoQsand,  and  constantly 
multiplying;  The  first  petition  was  bottomed 
solely  upon  patriotism,  without  tlte  least  design 
of  pecuniary  advantage  to  the  projectors,  and 
int^ed  wh(^  to  aid  in  furnishing  supplies  to 
a  detacbmeut  of  the  revolutionary  army,  I 
will  read  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Con- 
gress npoQ  that  petition,  that  the  Senate 
see  the  progress  which  banks  have  made  since 
that  day,  and  the  change  which  has  since  taken 
place  in  their  character  and  views. 

OmrousB  OT  thk  CoMrsouujioif,  Jane  22, 1780. 
Report  of  a  commiUet. 
*'  Whereas,  a  number  of  the  patriotic  dtizens  of 
Pennsylvuiia  bare  commnnicated  to  Congress  a 
Bberal  oSbr,  on  thdr  own  credit,  and  by  their  own 
exertions,  to  nq>pty  and  tnuu^MUt  three  millions  of 
rations,  and  three  hondred  bedheads  of  ram,  for  the 
oae  of  the  army,  and  have  established  a  bank  for  the 
tcde  purpose  of  obtaining  and  tran^tordng  the  said 
sui^lies  with  the  greater  fadlity  and  despatch ;  and 
idtereas,  on  the  one  hand,  the  associators,  animated 
to  tills  laudable  exertion  by  a  desire  to  relieve  the 
public  necesNties,  mean  not  to  derive  trma  it  the 
least  pecuiuary  advantage,  bo,  on  the  other,  it  is  just 
and  reasonatde  that  tliey  should  be  fuUy  rttmborsed 
ndindesmified:  TTW^/bre,  molvad;  iSii^  Congreos 


entertain  a  lii^  sense  of  the  liberal  oflfer  ti  tlis  wM 
aaeodatora  to  raise  and  tnnqxnrt  the  bcfoweaa- 
tioned  supplies  for  the  ansy,  and  do  aeoq>t  the  maa 
as  a  distinguished  proof  of  tlieir  p^otism.  ^ 
Botved,  further.  That  the  faith  of  (be  United  States 
be,  end  the  same  hereby  is,  pledged  to  the  sabacriben 
to  the  said  bank,  for  their  effectual  reimbuisemeot  in 
tbe  prenuses." 

Snch  is  the  recent  and  humble  origin  of 
banking  in  this  country.  How  giganbe  has 
been  its  pn^ess  since  that  day  t  It  is  now  the 
predominating  power  in  oar  America.  Great 
as  it  now  is,  what  must  it  be  in  a  few  years 
mOTe,  if  it  oondnnagrowing  and  eipandiiw  at 
the  same  ratef  What  mnst  it  be  fn  afev 
years,  if  it  enoceeds  now  in  tiiis  oootest  wiA 
the  Federal  Government,  and  impoeee  its  pi^wr 
currency  npon  the  Federal  Treasory,  om  ood- 
tinnes  to  be  the  keeper  of  the  public  mon^f 
The  administration  is  accused  (tf  rnakh^  war 
upon  the  local  banks.  Was  it  war  togive  than 
forty  miUions  of  money  to  keep?  Was  it  war 
to  receive  their  notes  in  payment  of  revenue  t 
Is  it  war  now  to  give  them  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  balances?  Is  it  war  npon  t2iem  to 
ask  to  be  separated  from  tiiem?  Is  divorce 
war  ?  Is  it  war  to  decline  receiving  their  ftpm 
promises  instead  of  the  gold  and  silver  m  tlw 
constitution,  and  to  decline  the  further  deporits 
of  public  money  with  tbem  ?  Jait  war  t  So, 
dr,  it  is  peace,  and  the  means  pceHning 
peace.  It  is  concord  and  tmitr  that  this  Qmr- 
cmment  wants,  and  is  taking  the  safest  way  to 
secure,  by  declining  to  have  any  more  eaasei 
of  collision  with  ^em.  It  is  the  local  baok^ 
and  especially  the  miscalled  Bank  of  the  Unitad 
States,  which  are  pnrsuing  the  Federal  Gototh 
ment,  revising  to  let  her  alone,  oaring  thdr 
notes  for  corrency,  and  their  vanlts  for  dc^we- 
itories,  and  laboring  to  force  these  fiiTors  epoo 
us.  This  is  the  state  of  the  contest.  The  local 
banks  are  the  actors,  the  pursuers,  the  assail- 
ants ;  the  Federal  Government  is  on  the  deftnoe. 
All  she  asks  is  to  be  exempted  from  the  ftttors 
causes  of  collision  wiUi  them.  They  have  in- 
curred the  penalties  of  seraratioa.  Tb^  have 
incurred  the  penalties.  The  rerr  act  irUoh 
created  them  depodtories,  and  made  Adr  notes 
receivable,  denounced  the  loss  of  both  in  Ihs 
event  of  fmling  to  meet  their  liabilities  in  qieoiek 
That  act  is  but  little  more  than  one  year  oU; 
it  was  not  a  year  old  when  the  oonditioci  wM 
violated,  and  which  remmns  yet  violated.  Sep- 
aration has  resnlted  from  their  own  condnct; 
separation  now  exists ;  cause  for  separation  still 
continues ;  the  Government  says,  let  it  be  per- 
petnal ;  the  banks  say  no  I  Beceive  ns  agvn; 
receive  us  before  we  reform,  before  we  r^tent, 
before  we  make  amends ;  and  if  yon  do  not,  it 
is  war  npon  ns.  This  is  the  state  cf  the  contest 
between  the  Government  and  tin  banks.  It  is 
attaclc,  or  at  all  events,  fordlde  embnce  and 
conjunction  on  their  part;  H  Is  defeooe  and 
refusal  on  onrs. 

The  Fxeddent,  in  his  Messi^  raeommends 
fimrthlnga;  flrst^  to  disooitunie  the  reeeptiwi 
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of  local  bank  papeir  in  psTinent  of  federal  daes ; 
sdsmidly,  to  dJsoontmne  tbe  same  banks  as  de- 
poatories  of  the  pablic  monevB;  thirdly^  to 
make  the  f otore  fxuleotiwi  and  disbursement  of 
ttapvUionumqyainffiddandulTer;  fourthly, 
to  take  the  keeping  or  tiie  paUio  moneys  into 
Ibe  hands  of  oar  own  oflBcers^ 

What  is  there  in  this  but  a  return  to  the 
worde  and  meaning  of  the  oonstitudon,  and  a 
conformity  to  the  practice  of  thfi  Qovemment 
in  the  first  years  d  Freddent  Washington's  ad- 
B^itration}  When  this  Federal  Government 
was  first  formed,  there  was  no  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  aod  no  local  banks,  except 
three  north  of  the  Fotomao.*  By  the  act 
cf  1789,  the  revenues  were  directed  to  be  col- 
lected in  gold  and  silver  coin  only ;  "  and  it 
was  usually  drawn  out  of  the  hands  of  col- 
lectors by  draita  drawn  upon  them,  payable 
at  si^t  It  was  a  most  effectual  way  of 
drawmg  money  out  of  their  hands  t  fiu*  more 
so  than  an  order  to  deposit  in  banks ;  for  the 
drafts  most  be  paid^  or  protested,  at  nght,  while 
the  order  to  deposit  may  be  eluded  under  va- 
riooa  pretests. 

The  right,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Govem- 
■sent  to  keep  its  own  moneys  in  its  own  hands, 
nsolta  from  first  prindples,  and  fi*om  the  great 
law  of  sdf-iveflervation.  Every  thing  else  that 
beloDgs  to  her,  she  keeps  herself;  and  why  not 
keep  that  also,  without  which  every  thing  else 
is  nothing  Anns  and  ships — provisions,  muni- 
tions, and  supplies  of  every  kmd — are  kept  in 
the  hands  of  Government  officers ;  money  is  the 
aiaew  of  war,  and  why  leave  this  anew  exposed 
to  lie  cot  by  any  careless  or  faithless  hand? 
Maiktj  is  the  soppprt  and  exiatenoe  of  the  Gh>T- 
wnmuit,  the  breath  of  its  nostrihL  and  why 
loare  this  support,  this  breath,  to  Uie  custody 
of  those  over  whom  we  hare  no  oontrol  ?  How. 
absurd  to  place  our  ships,  our  arms,  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  supplies  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  could  refuse  to  deliver  them  when  re- 
qneeted,  and  put  the  Government  to  a  suit  at 
uiw  to  recover  their  possesnon  1  Everybody 
sees  the  absurdity  of  this;  but  to  place  our 
money  in  the  same  condition,  and  moreover  to 
sal^jeot  it  to  the  vidssitudes  of  trade,  and  the 
perils  of  banking,  is  still  more  absurd ;  for  it  is 
the  life  blood,  without  which  the  Government 
cannot  live — the  oil,  without  which  no  part  d 
its  machinery  can  move. 

Engtand,  with  all  her  banks,  trusts  none  of 
them  with  the  eoUectton,  Iceeidng,  and  disbarse- 
OMDt  of  her  pvbBo  moneys.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
Isad  is  paid  a  specific  sum  to  manage  tbe  public 
debt;  but  the  revenue  is  collected  and  disbursed 
throni^  sutwrdinate  collectors  and  receivers 
general;  and  these  receivers  general  are  not 
Ealjeet  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment will  not  suffer  its  revenue  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  by  any  law  except  its  own  will.  In 
iVance,  subordinate  collectors  and  receivers 
genml  collect,  keep,  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys.  If  they  deposit  any  thing  in  banks,  it 
is  At  their  own  risk.  It  is  the  same  thing  in 


England.  A  bank  deposit  by  an  officer  Is  at 
the  risk  of  himself  and  his  securities.  Too 
much  of  the  .perils  and  vicissitude  of  banking 
is  known  in  these  countries  to  permit  the  Gov- 
ernment ever  to  Jeopard  its  revenues  in  their 
keeping.  All  this  is  shown,  fully  and  at  large^ 
in  a  public  document  now  on  oar  tables.  Aud 
who  does  not  recognize  in  these  otdlectOTS  and 
receivers  general  of  France  and  England  the 
anraent  Roman  offices  of  queestors  and  pro^ 
quffistors?  These  fiscal  officers  of  France  and 
England  are  derivatitms  ftom  tbe  Boman  insti- 
tations;  and  the  same  are  found  in  all  the  mod- 
em kingdoms  of  Europe  which  were  formerly, 
like  France  aud  Britain,  provinces  of  the  Roman 
Empire.  The  measure  before  the  Senate  is  to 
enable  ns  to  provide  for  our  fhture  safety,  by 
complying  with  our  own  constitution,  and  con- 
forming to  tbe  practice  of  all  nations,  great  or 
small,  ancient  or  modem. 

Coming  nearer  home,  and  locking  into  our 
own  early  history,  what  were  the  "  continental 
treasurers  "  of  the  confederation,  and  the  '^pro^ 
vincifd  treasnrers  and  collectors,"  provided  for 
as  early  as  Jnly,  1775,  but  au  imitation  (tf  the 
French  and  EngUah  systems,  and  very  near  the 

?lan  which  we  propose  now  to  re-estaUiaht 
hese  continental  treasurers,  and  there  were 
two  of  them  at  first,  though  afterwards  re- 
duced to  one,  were  the  receivers  general ;  the 
provincial  treasnrers  and  collectors  were  their 
snborcUnates.  By  these  officers  the  public 
moneys  were  collected,  kept,  and  disbursed; 
for  there  were  no  banks  then !  and  all  Govern- 
ment drafts  were  drawn  directly  upon  these 
officers.  This  simple  plan  worked  well  daring 
the  Berblntion,  and  afterwards,  until  the  new 
GoTsmment  was  formed;  and  continued  to 
work,  with  a  mere  change  of  names  and  forms, 
dtti^  the  first  years  ot  Wa^ington's  admin- 
istration, and  until  General  Hamilton's  bank 
machinery  got  into  play.  This  bill  only  pro- 
poses to  re-establish,  in  substance,  the  system 
of  the  Bevolution,  of  the  Congress  of  the  con- 
federation, and  of  the  first  years  of  Washing- 
ton's admmistration. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  finance  (Mr.  Wbight  of  New 
York)  presents  the  details  of  the  plan  for  ac- 
complishing this  great  result.  That  bill  has 
been  printed  and  read.  Its  simplicity,  economy, 
and  eflteimoy  strike  tiw  sense  of  eil  who  hear 
it,  and  "'"■mlft**  without  argument,  the  most 
formidable  aivaments  of  ffiq>ense  and  patronage, 
whioh  had  been  oono^ved  i^nst  it  The 
present  officers,  tbe  present  mmta,  and  one  or 
two  more  mints  in  the  South,  in  the  West,  and 
in  the  North,  oompleto  the  plan.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  to  carry  ma^s  of  hard  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  Union  to  Mother. 
Government  drafts  will  make  the  transfer  with- 
out moving  a  dollw.  A  Government  draft 
upon  a  national  mint,  will  be  the  highest  wder 
of  bills  of  exchange.  Honey  wanted  by  the 
Government  in  one  place,  will  be  exohuiged, 
through  merchants,  for  money  in  uiother  puce. 
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Thus  it  has  been  for  thousands  of  years,  and 
will  forever  be.  We  read  in  Cicero's  letters 
that,  when  he  was  Governor  of  Cilicia,  in  Asia 
Uinor,  he  directed  his  quattor  to  deposit  the 
tribute  of  the  province  in  Antioch,  and  ex- 
dut^go  it  for  money  in  Borne  with  merchants 
engaged  in  the  Oriental  trade,  of  which  Antioch 
was  one  of  the  emporiumfl.  This  is  the  natural 
coarse  of  things,  and  is  too  obTioos  to  require 
flxplaaation,  or  to  admit  of  ctmunent. 

Oljeotioiis  are  taken  to  the  cepasaty  of  the 
conntry  to  ftamish  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  necessary  to  pay  the  revcnaes  of  the 
Government  in  coin.  It  is  supposed  there  is 
not  hard  money  enough  for  that  purpose  ?  This 
objection  induces  two  inquiries.  First,  how 
much  specie  will  bo  required  for  that  purpose  ? 
Seoondly,  what  is  the  present  amount  in  the 
country,  and  what  the  prospect  of  increase? 
In  reply  to  the  first  of  these  inquiries,  it  is  to 
be  remembered  that  the  President,  in  his  Mes- 
sage,  supposes  ten  millions  will  be  enough ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  liis  report 
upon  the  finanoee,  supposes  that  eight  or  ten 
millions  will  do.  Sarmg  paid  some  attention 
to  this  point,  I  have  come  to  the  oonoluEion 
that  the  one-fourth  port  of  the  amount  of  the 
annual  revenue  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole;  and  this  opinion  is  formed  upon  an 
observation  of  the  fact,  that  in  a  regular  state 
of  the  finanoes,  when  no  more  revenue  is  raised 
than  the  Grovemment  needs,  about  one-fonrth 
of  the  whole  is  always  on  hand,  of  course  that 
not  more  than  one-fonrth  is  talcen  ont  of  circn- 
latioo.  Upon  this  data,  a  revenue  of  twenty 
millions  would  require  but  five  millions  to  pay 
it;  and  a  revalue  of  twenty-five  millions  would 
reqidre  but  nx  and  a  quarter  millions  to  meet 
it  A  reduction  of  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury  Is  the  policy  of  the  administration ; 
no  more  surpluses  is  the  language  of  the  repub- 
lican party.  About  twenty-five  millions  may, 
therefore,  be  the  maximum ;  and  the  payment 
of  this  sum,  it  is  shown,  will  not  employ  above 
ax  or  seven  millions.  Now,  what  is  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  country  to  furnish  this  amount  ? 
How  muoh  specie  have  we,  and  what  is  the 
prospect  for  more?  It  is  well  remembered  that 
eighty  millions  was  the  computed  snpply  at  the 
end  of  the  last  fiscal  year ;  to  that  amount  we 
have  to  add  the  increase  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  being  about  five  millions;  namely,  an 
ezoess  of  imports  over  exports  of  above  four 
millioDB.  and  the  coinage  of  near  a  million  of 
mid.  The  future  prospect  is  most  encoura^ng. 
The  export  of  specie  is  over ;  it  is  a  drug  in 
London ;  it  can  be  borrowed  there  at  2}  per 
cent  per  annum,  and  three  per  cent  is  a  com- 
mon interest  What  has  been  forced  out  is 
ready  to  flow  back.  A  large  import  must  be 
expected ;  and  if  this  bill  passes  to  increase  the 
demand  for  it  at  home,  and  if  the  suspending 
bonks  are  made  to  resume  payment,  not  less 
than  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars  may 
be  enected  witliin  the  ensuing  year.  This, 
then,  h  our  condition;  upwards  oi  eighty  mil- 
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lions  now  in  the  country,  and  the  means  in  our 
power  to  increase  it  laigaly.  Now,  cannot  *a 
revenue  of  twenty-five  mUliona,  which  wffl 
never  require  a  greater  amount  than  six  or 
seven  millions  to  be  taken  ont  of  circnlatioo  at 
any  one  time ;  cannot  such  a  revenue  be  met 
from  these  resources  I  I  say  it  oaa ;  and  I 
this  upon  data,  and  will  exhibit  that  data  to  the 
Senate,  Ihat  Uiey  may  of  the  oorrectness 
of  my  opinio!^  Plrst,  I  take  the  eridenoe  ftir> 
uished  by  the  history  of  our  own  country.  The 
first  revenue  act  of  1789  prescribed  "  gold  and 
silver  coin  only  "  for  the  payment  of  the  Fed- 
eral revenue ;  the  revenue  was  then  about  four 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars ;  and  the  whole 
amount  of  specie  in  the  Union  was  estimated  at 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  Here  then  was  a  rev- 
enue, nearly  half  the  amount  of  specie  in  the 
country,  ordered  to  be  collected  in  specie.  I 
speak  of  the  law  which  ordered  it  to  be  so  col- 
lected, and-to  which  there  was  no  olgection,  on 
aoconut  of  the  inadequacy'  of  roede,  either  in 
Congress  or  out  of  Congress.  The  revenue  was 
paid  without  complaint,  and  without  diffieolfy, 
and,  in  all  probability,  did  not  abstract,  at  one 
time,  a  million  of  dollars  from  drcmatloiL 
General  Hamilton,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, pomitted  notes  of  banks  to  be  reoeiTed. 
Ceiwnly  he  did,  and,  just  as  certainly,  for  so 
reason  founded  on  the  inadequacy  of  the  specie 
circulation  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Govern- 
ment His  reasons,  as  seen  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  were  altogether  of  a  different  dasa; 
they  were  to  enable  the  banks  to  increase  thor 
paper  circulation;  to  increase  paper  money; 
and  to  diffuse  it  generally  over  the  UnioB. 
There  were  then  but  three  banks  in  the  United 
States,  and  those  three  to  the  north  of  the  Po- 
tomac; they  issued  no  small  notes;  tfaeir  aggre- 
gate droulation  was  Incondderable ;  and  it  was 
the  plan  of  General  Hamilton  to  increase  their 
numoer,  and  difibse  their  paper.  This  was  his 
reason  for  admitting  bank  paper  to  be  reortved; 
and  to  do  so,  he  had  to  nuUi^,  by  constructioni 
the  clear  enactment  of  positive  law. 

The  next  pieoe  of  evmenoe  I  Aimish  is  drawn 
from  the  history  of  England,  in  the  reign  of 
William  HI.,  immediately  preceding  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  the  in- 
troduction of  the  paper  sysem,  and  the  fnndiBg 
system,  into  that  kingdom.  The  taxes  were 
tiien  four  millions,  and  the  specie  of  the  king* 
dom  uxteen  millions.  These  texes  were 
without  diffloulty ;  for  they  probably  did  not 
abstract  one  million  sterling  from  drcnlatkn. 
The  last  data  I  shall  produoe-is  from  the  hist<»T 
of  France,  during  uie  first  administration  <x 
Neckor,  which  about  covered  the  period  of  our 
Bevolntion.  I  speak  of  the  first  adnuDistTatiaai 
of  Neckar,  and  when  the  finances  of  France 
were  in  a  regular  state,  and  not  of  his  subse- 
quent administi'ation,  when  the  extravaganoes 
of  the  day  and  the  subservience  of  the  ministora 
Cslonne  and  Brienne  had  involved  those  finanoes 
in  a  ruin  from  which  the  talents  of  Neckar 
could  not  extricate  them.  'What  was  the  rev- 
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«nae  and  the  specie  circol&tion  of  France  at 
that  time!  I  say  specie  circulation;  for  the 
SCississippi  scheme  of  John  Law  had  cored  the 
natioD  of  paper  money,  nntil  the  assignats  of 
the  Kevolution  came  npon  the  stage,  and  lived 
their  brief  ds^.  What  vaa  the  revenne,  and 
the  specie  circulation  out  of  which  it  was  piUd, 
In  the  proBperoos  period  of  the  French  finances 
to  which  1  have  aUndedl  Twenty-two  mil- 
luws  ateiiing  of  revenae ;  about  110,000,000  of 
ddlais ;  and  ninety  milUons  sterling  of  circala- 
tion;  abont  450,000^000  of  dollars.  This  vast 
rennne,  equal  to  one-fonrth  of  the  whole  cir- 
eolaUoD,  was  r^olarly  paid ;  and  this  estab- 
lishes the  only  point  for  which  I  refer  to  it. 
Ifow,  to  apply  this  historical  experience  to  our 
own  country,  and  to  the  present  times.  Oar 
roTenne  may  be  about  25,000,000 ;  one-fonrth 
ci  that  aum  will  pay  it ;  we  have  upwards  of 
Wf^aty  millions  of  specie  in  the  conntxy,  annoal- 
ij  increasing,  and  oertun  to  iDcrease  to  the  nt- 
moet  extent  of  onr  wants,  if  we  create  a  demand 
for  iL  One  hundred  millions  of  exportable 
prodttotions  will  bring  back  jost  as  mncn  specie 
aa  the  country  wants.  The  objection,  then,  to 
the  inadequacy  of  the  specie  in  the  country 
falls  to  the  ground.  We  have  mor&  than 
enon^  for  that  purpose.  We  have  but  two 
branches  of  revenae — the  lands  and  the  oostoms, 
mad  both  voluntary  sources  of  Income ;  for  no 
person  is  under  compulsion  to  purchase  the 
pablio  lands,  aud  no  one  is  under  compnldon 
to  import  foreign-  goods.  These  are  the  sources 
oi  our  revenues.  Their  payment  is  voluntary ; 
and  even  during  this  summer,  since  the  suspen- 
non  of  Epeae  payments,  the  income  from  one 
of  these  sources  Qhe  luida)  has  been  equal  to 
the  best  years  before  the  two  great  yean  of 
wpecnUtion.  I  will  answer  far  this  branch  of 
Teveone.  Bring  the  new  lands  into  market, 
juid  reduce  the  prioe  of  the  old  lands,  and  the 
Government  will  get  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
gold  and  silver  from  them  in  the  next  year. 

I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  whole  of  this 
eighty  millions  Is  not  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
people ;  that  much  of  it  is  locked  op  in  the 
vautB  of  the  banks.  But  this  is  temporary ;  it 
cannot  last  much  longer;  pablio  opinion  is  om- 
nipotent, and  must  prevail ;  that  opinion  is 
against  the  conduct  of  the  banks ;  and  in  the 
prepress  of  it  they  must  see  their  own  doom. 
Tlieir  twUs  are  shut,  but  their  eyes  must  be 
opaning;  and  with  these  eyes  they  most  be^n 
to  see  what  the  public  is  beginning  to  tlUnk  d 
n  banldng  system  whic^  in  a  season  of  peace, 
tranquillity,  and  general  prosperity,  aud  with  a 
hnndred  millions  of  exports,  and  four  times  as 
mnch  spede  as  ever  was  in  the  country  before, 
are  either  unaUe,  or  unwilling  to  meet  any 
part  of  their  ohUgalions  in  n>ecie— even  to  pay 
oat  picayones — and  have  driven  the  people  to 
the  use  of  irredeemable  pi^Kr  and  shinplasters, 
and  the  Federal  Government  itself  to  an  issue 
of  Treasnry  notes. 

We  are  taunted  with  these  Treasury  notes ;  it 
seems  to  be  matter  of  triumj^  that  the  Qovem* 


ment  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  issuing 
them ;  but  with  what  justice !  And  how  soon 
can  any  Government  that  wi^es  it,  emerge 
from  the  wretchedness  of  depreciated  paper, 
and  stand  erect  on  Uie  solid  foundations  of  gold 
and  silver  ?  How  long  will  it  take  any  re^ct> 
able  Government  that  so  wills  it,  to  accom- 
plish this  great  change?  Onr  own  history,  at 
the  close  cf  the  Bevmntion,  answers  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  more  recently,  and  more  strikingly, 
the  history  of  France  answers  it  also.  I  sMak 
of  the  French  finances  from  1800  to  1807;  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Oonsulate  to  the 
peace  of  Tilsit.  This  wonderful  period  is  re- 
plete with  instruction  on  the  subject  of  finance 
and  carrency.  Tlie  whole  period  is  full  of  in- 
struction ;  but  I  can  only  seize  two  views — the 
beginning  and  the  end— and,  for  the  s^e  of 
precision,  will  read  what  I  propose  to  present. 
I  read  from  Bignon,  auUior  a!  the  civil  and 
diplomatio  history  of  France  during  the  Oon- 
sulate  and  the  first  years  of  the  empire ;  writ- 
ten at  the  testamentary  request  of  ue  Emperor 
himsdt 

After  stating  that  the  expendittu^s  of  the 
repnblic  were  six  hnndred  millions  of  franco— 
about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  dollars 
— when  Bonaparte  became  Slrst  Consul,  the 
historian  proceeds: 

"  At  his  arrival  at  power,  a  sum  of  160,000  francs 
in  money  [about  $82,000]  was  all  that  the  public 
cbeeta  contained.  *  •  •  .  •  • 
la  the  impoeaibUity  of  meeting  the  current  service 
by  the  ordinary  receipts,  the  Directorial  Government 
had  resorted  to  ruinous  expedients,  and  had  thrown 
into  circulation  bills  of  various  values,  aud  which 
sunk  upon  the  spot  fifty  to  eighty  per  cent  A  pert 
of  the  arrearages  had  been  discbai^^  in  bills  two- 
thirds  on  credit  payable  to  the  bearer,  but  which,  in 
fact,  the  Treasury  was  not  able  to  pay  when  due.  The 
remaining  third  had  been  inscribed  in  the  great  book, 
under  the  name  of  consdidated  third.  For  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fbrced  roquisitloos  to  which  they  bad 
been  obliged  to  have  recourse,  there  had  been  fssned 
bills  recdvable  in  payment  of  the  revenues.  Fbally, 
the  Government,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  most  impe- 
rious wants,  gave  orders  upon  the  receives  general, 
delivered  in  adraooe  to  contractors,  wbidk  they  ne- 
gotiated before  they  began  to  furnish  the  supplies 
for  which  they  were  the  payment.'* 

This,  resumed  Kr.  B.,  was  the  condition  of 
the  French  finances  when  Bonaparte  became 
First  Consul  at  the  close  of  the  year  1799.  The 
currency  was  in  the  same  condition — no  specie 
— a  degraded  currency  of  assignats,  ruinously 
depreoiatedf  and  issued  as  low  as  ten  sous. 
Tiiat  great  man  immediately  began  to  restore 
order  to  the  finances,  and  solidity  to  the  cur- 
rency. 'Happily  a  peace  of  three  years  enaUed 
him  to  complete  the  great  work,  before  he  was 
called  to  celebrato  the  immortal  cainpugns  end- 
ing at  Ansterlttz,  Jena,  and  Friedland.  At  the 
end  of  three  years — before  the  rupture  of  the 
peace  of  Amiens — ^the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy were  restored  to  order  and  to  solidity ;  and, 
at  the  end  of  six  years,  when  the  vast  establish- 
ments, and  the  internal  ameliorations  <tf  the 
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imperial  GoTenuuent^  had  carried  the  annual 
expenses  to  ^ht  hundred  nUlicms  of  francs, 
about  one  hon&ed  and  sixty  millions  of  dollars; 
tiie  same  historian  eapjiug  the  words  of  the 
Minister  of  Finance,  thus  speaks  of  the  l^eas- 
tU7,  and  the  cnrrent^ : 

"  The  resources  of  tbo  State  hftd  increased  beyond 
its  wants ;  the  public  chests  are  full ;  all  payments 
ate  made  at  the  day  named ;  the  orders  upon  the 
public  Treasury  have  become  the  meet  approved  billa 
of  exchange.  *  *  The  finances  are  in  the 
moat  happy  condition ;  IVance  alone,  among  all  the 
States  of  Europe,  having  no  paper  money.** 

What  a  pictore  t  how  simply,  how  powerfnUy 
drawnl  andWhataohangeitttdzjearsI  Pub- 
lic diests  fhU ;  payments  made  to  the  day ;  or- 
ders on  the  Tr^snry  the  bert  bflla  of  exohuige; 
!EVance  altme,  of  aU  Eorope,  having  no  paper 
money ;  meaxnng  no  Goremment  paper  money, 
Ibr  there  were  bank  notes  of  on^  hundred 
franca  and  one  thoosand  francs.  A  OoTem- 
ment  revenue  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions 
of  dollars  was  pdd  in  gold  and  silver ;  a  hard- 
money  currency,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
Sons  of  doUars,  saturated  all  parts  of  France 
with  specie,  and  made  gold  and  silver  the 
every-day  currency  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
chUd  in  uie  empire.  These  great  results  were 
the  work  of  six  years,  and  were  acoompliahed 
by  tiie  simple  proc^  of  gradually  requiring 
hard-money  payinenta;  gradually  calling  in  the 
asaignats;  increadng  Ihe  branch  mints  to  four- 
teen, and  limiting  the  Bank*of  France  to  an  is- 
sue of  laive  notes— five  hundred  francs  and  up- 
wards. This  simple  process  produced  these  re- 
sults, and  thus  stands  the  French  currency  at 
this  day;  for  the  nation  has  had  the  wisdom  to 
leave  untouched  the  financial  system  of  Bona- 
parte. I  have  repe^edly  given  it  aa  my  opin- 
ion— many  of  my  speeches  declare  it — uiat  the 
French  currency  is  Uie  best  in  the  world.  It 
has  hard  money  for  the  Government;  hard 
mtmey  for  the  common  dealings  of  the  peoj^e ; 
and  lai^  not^  for  large  transactions.  This 
cmrency  has  enabled  France  to  stand  two  in- 
va^ns — ^the  ravaging  of  800,000  men — two 
iihaDges  of  dynastTj  and  the  p^ment  of  a  mil- 
liard of  contribntions ;  and  aQ  without  any 
commotion  or  convulsion  in  trade.  It  has  sav- 
ed her  from  the  revulsions  which  have  afflicted 
England  and  our  America  for  so  many  years. 
It  has  saved  her  from  expansions,  contractions, 
and  ruinous  fluctuations  of  price.  It  has  saved 
her,  for  near  forty  years,  from  a  debate  on  cur- 
rency. It  has  eavc^  'her  even  from  tite  knowl- 
edge of  our  sweet-scented  phrases,  "  scgind  cur- 
rency, unsound  currency ;  plethoric,  dropsical, 
Inflated,  bloated ;  the  money  market  tight  to-day, 
a  little  easier  this  morning ;  "  and  all  such  ver- 
biage, which  the  haberda^er'a  hoys  repeat.  It 
has  saved  France  from  even  a  diecusnon  on 
correnoy ;  while  in  England,  and  with  us,  it  is 
hanks  I  banks  I  banks]  mon^g,  noon,  and 
idght;  breakfast,  dinner,  and  supper;  levant 
and  coochant;  ei^g,  or  stimding;  at  home, 


or  abroad;  ateamboat,  or  railroad  oar;  inCflO- 
grass,  or  out  of  Oongreei^  it  la  all  the  aane 
Uilog;  banksl  banksl  bankal  cnrreowyl  ear- 
rency  I  oorreney  ]  meai^nft  all  the  wUle,  pa- 
per money  and  rimqilasters:  until  onr  toj 
brains  seem  as  if  they  would  be  converted  into 
lampblack  and  rags. 

The  Senator  from  New  Tork,  (Mr.  Tauu- 
HADOB,)  in  his  vray  able  speech,  has  referred  to 
tiie  overthrow  of  Bonm>arte,  effected  by  the 
paper  system  of  England.  Without  going  into 
the  question  of  the  causes  of  that  overthrow — 
without  lookLng  to  the  ioe  of  Russia  and  the 
non-arrival  of  Grouchy  on  the  field  of  Watet^ 
loo,  and  withont  conMdering  the  nnmennia  in- 
ddents,  often  trivial  in  themsdves,  on  which  the 
£ate  of  battles  and  of  empires  d^end— it  will 
be  snffident  to  eondder  what  womd  have  beea 
the  fate  of  this  BpAem  of  England,  if^ 

like  the  system  of  France,  it  had  been  exposed 
to  the  shocks  of  invasions,  ocmquesta,  and 
changes  of  dynasty ;  and,  leaving  out  this  so^ 
posed  view,  it  will  be  sufilcient  to  look,  at  it 
nnder  Its  real  aspect,  and  to  see  its  present 
effects  on  the  condition  of  the  British  empire. 
What  are  those  effects?  They  are,  in  brief^  an 
increase  of  taxes  from  1664,  when  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  from  foor  millions  ster- 
ling (twenty  millions  of  dollars)  to  f<cHi7-fiTe 
miUions  sterling,  (two  hundred  and  twentf-five 
millions  of  doluirs;)  an  increase  of  the  poUie 
debt  firom  twen^-<Hie  miUitniB  five  hundred 
and  fifteen  thoosand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  pounds,  thirteen  ahillings,  eight  p^ioe,  and 
two  nuthings,  (to  be  precise,)  in  round  numbers 
about  one  hundred  millions  of  dollara,  to  near 
nine  hundred  miUions  sterling,  or  four  tfaonsand 
five  hundred  millions  <^  doUars ;  and  the  in- 
crease of  pauperism,  until  three  millirais  of 
people  grace  the  list.  These  are  some,  for  I 
omit,  as  too  well  known,  the  average  septranid 
oonvnlsions  of  that  tystom ;  these  are  aome  of 
the  evils  of  the  paper  system  in  England.  But 
take  another  view ;  take  some  points  of  com- 
parison between  the  naticHial  expenditures  of 
France  and  England,  when  contending  tog^ho; 
and  see  how  the  account,  in  point  of  eoonrany 
between  paper  money  and  hard  mwey,  wm 
stand.  Let  ns  V>ke  the  year  1806,  when  Ei^ 
land  was  snbd^jcring  Rnsaia  and  other  powen 
agdnst  France,  and  when  the  great  Emperor 
fhistrated  the  of  all  these  subsidies,  and 
consolidated  his  power  by  the  victory  of  EVied- 
land,  and  the  p^ice  of  Tilut  What  were  the 
expenses  of  the  two  contending  empires  for 
that  yew!  They  were  these:  For  Ei^and 
4Jne  thousand  seven  himdred  and  seventy-two 
miUions  of  francs,  (about  three  hundred  and 
sixty  millions  of  dollars ;)  fi^r  Franco,  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  eight  millions  of  franca, 
(about  one  hnndred  and  sixty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;)  in  otiier  words,  the  expenses  of  Kn^and 
exceeded  those  of  fVanoe  by  moat  one  thousand 
miUions  of  fhmcs,  or  two  hundred  mflUoau  of 
dollars.  Such  was  the  diffisrence  between  the 
economy  of  pafMrmon^  and  hard  mon^;  and 
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Hbn  iame  •proporOffH  holds  good  in  eveiT  sto- 
Hoa  ia  Ufe,  from  the  Emperor  and  his  empire, 
to  the  wsdierwoman  and  hw  household. 

The  amen3ment  nov  depending,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  SenatOT  from  Sonth  Carolina,  QSr. 
Oai^uw,)  is  the  same  In  substance  vith  the 
bill  which  I  broof^t  la  upwards  of  a  year  a^ 
to  re-establi^  the  cnrrencj  of  the  constitatiOD 
tor  the  Federal  Qovermnent.  That  bill  was 
in  these  words ; 

"That  bank  notes  and  pi^  carrenoy  of  every 
dssi  iliiltnn  shall  oease  to  be  received,  or  offered  in 
Moment,  on  aooount  of  the  tTnited  States,  or  of  the 
3^6t  OflSoe,  or  in  fees  in  the  courts  of  United 
States,  as  foUowa:  of  less  denomiuatioo  than  twenty 
dollars,  none  shall  be  so  offered  after  the  Sd  day  of 
March,  18S7 ;  of  less  denomination  than  fifty  dcdlan, 
none  after  ^  8d  di^  of  Karcfa,  1888;  of  leas 
dnumdnadon  tban  one  hundred  d<Aani,  ntme  after 
the  Sd  day  of  Uirdi,  1889 ;  of  less  denomination 
than  five  hundred  doDors,  none  after  the  8d  day  of 
March,  1840 ;  of  less  d«w»ninatlon  than  one  tfaon- 
atnd  dollars,  none  aA«r  the  Sd  day  of  March,  1841 ; 
and  none  <rfany  denMnination  from  and  after  the  8d 
Aiy  of  Harch,  1842. 

"Sec.  ^  AndUU/tarthermaeUd.Tb&imjpac- 
mm.  holdiag  an  appointaieDt  under  toe  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public 
moneyi,  wtdoi  person  or  tianlt  Bball  neglect,  evade, 
violate,  contravene,  or  in  an^  way  elude,  or  attempt 
to  elude,  the  provinons  of  this  act,  shall  lie  guilty  of 
an  offence  against  the  laws ;  and  the  person  so  offend- 
ing shall  be  liable  to  be  dismissed  &om  the  service, 
tma.  the  bank  so  olfonding  abon,  on  satjafactory  In- 
formation,  be  dlsoCNDtinued  as  a  depository  of  pnUic 
BMrneja." 

Hie  only  direct  action  of  this  hill  would  have 
been  on  Uie  receipta  of  the  Federal  Treasury. 
It  has  been  extensively  represented  as  a  bill  to 
impose  hard  money  npon  the  States,  bat  saoh 
it  not  its  oharacter,  bat  the  reverse ;  it  was  to 
prevent  the  local  paper  of  the  States  from  being 
uaposed  on  the  reaeral  Qovermnent.  Its  in- 
£net  and  conaeqnential  action  haa  hem  to 
inereaae  tha  apene  drenlation  of  the  whtde 
Union  \jj  creating  a  demand  for  it.  The  pree- 
cnt  ammdmcnt  vQl  <^erate  the  aame  w^ ;  it 
will  increase  the  qabntit^  of  hard  money  every- 
where. Tet  two  objectioaB,  neither  of  them 
well  fiannded,  and  each  inconsistent  witii  the 
other,  have  been  taken  to  it;  one  is,  that  it 
woposes  to  take  the  better  correnoy  for  the 
Go  wnment,  and  leave  the  baser  to  the  people ; 
the  other  ia,  that  it  is  going  to  impose  this 
better  onrrency  npon  the  people  also ;  and  so 
destroy  alt  paper  money  at  onoe^  reduce  every- 
thing to  the  specie  standard,  and  rain  all  debt- 
ora.  Each  of  these  objections  are  eqaally  nn- 
fnuded.  Takoi  dn|^,  they  are  each  erro- 
neona;  talaa  together,  as  we  often  find  them 
ia  the  stme  qieabh,  aoA  they  belong  to  that 
daaa  of  argmnenta  which  the  It^knans  call  the 
mrfttnentum  ad  ignerantiam :  that  ia  to  say, 
•a  a^ament  addressed  to  the  snpposed  igno- 
nnoe  (rf  the  hearers.  This  claas  or  argimiuita 
haa  ba«L  tntij  used  by  gaatlemoi  oi  t£a  0|^ 


ritkin  fot  a  Itm^  time wltli  what  eflfoct  the  is- 
sne  ot  the  elections  haa  often  told.  It  is  time  to 
qmt  it,  and  to  address  the  intelUgenoe  of  the 
commnnily.  Take  the  better  carrency  to  itsdf. 
Why,  the  Government  does  not  eat  the  money, 
bnt  {Mtys  itbaok  again  the  next  day  to  the  people. 
Impose  hard  money  npon  the  States!  The 
mere  reading  of  the  amendment,  or  my  bill, 
which  is  the  same  in  snbstanoe,  disproves  the 
assertion.  No,  the  effect  of  the  measnre  vrill 
be  to  hicrease  the  gold  and  silver  circolation 
for  the  whole  oonntry.  Thus  it  has  been  al- 
ready, five  years  ago  we  began  onr  system 
of  meaeues  to  revive  the  gcHA  carrency,  and  to 
increase  the  specie  ciroolanoD.  There  was  then 
twen^  miltiona  of  aUver  in  the  conntzy,  and  no 
gold ;  ihen  is  now  npwwda  of  ei^ty  millions,  of 
which  fifteen  is  gold.  Tme,  the  banks  have  rap- 
pressed  all  this  cironlatton  fw  the  present ;  they 
have  shnt  down  the  hatches  npon  the  whole  of 
it ;  bnt  this  snppresnon  cannot  oontinne  much 
longer.  The  law  of  the  land,  or  of  pablio  opin- 
ion, will  soon  prevail,  and  these  institotiona 
will  have  to  sabmit  The  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate dispenses  with  the  farther  nse  of  banks  as 
depositories  of  the  pablio  moneys.  In  that  it 
has  my  hear^  cononrrenoe.  Foor  times  here- 
tofore, and  on  foor  different  oocauons,  I  have 
made  propoaitions  to  accomplish  a  part  of  the 
same  porpose.  I^nt,  in  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  depoM  bill  <^  1686,  by  which  the 
mint,  and  the  branch  minta,  were  to  be  inelnd- 
ed  in  the  list  of  depositories ;  secondly,  in  pro- 
posing that  the  pablic  moneys  here,  at  the  seat 
of  Oovernment,  should  be  kept  and  paid  oat  by 
the  Treasarer ;  thirdly,  by  proposing  that  a  pre- 
ference, in  receiving  the  deposits,  shonld  be 
giyea  to  snch  banks  as  shoald  oease  to  be  banks 
of  circolation ;  fonrtbly,  in  oppodnjo;  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bank  agency  in  M^sovri,  and 
propodng  that  the  moneys  there  shonld  be 
drawn  direct  from  the  hands  of  the  receivers. 
Three  of  these  propositions  are  now  indaded 
in  the  bill  before  tne  Senate ;  and  the  whole 
object  at  wUdi  th^  partially  umed  is  fnily 
embraced.  I  am  for  uie  nuMore^  fiilly,  cor- 
dially, eamestiy  for  it 

Some  Senators  soppose  that  it  will  be  a  great 
ii^aiy  to  the  local  banks  to  refose  their  notes 
in  rerenne  payments ;  I  think  otherwise,  'and 
that  it  will  be  a  great  i^Jnry  to  recmve  them  i 
for  they  will  be  taken  ont  of  oircnlatioo,  ana 
retmrned  in  masses  on  the  banks  for  redemp- 
tion. They  cannot  be  p«d  out  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and,  therefore,  will  hare  to  be  presented 
for  redemption  to  the  banks.  The  act  of  1886 
onts  them  off  from  all  payments  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  or  the  post  offices.  That  act 
contains  three  Ibnitatifflu  np<m  the  payment 
of  these  notes :  first,  no  note  under  twenty 
dollara  ia  to  be  paid  ont ;  and  that  cuts  off  the 
greater  number :  secondly,  no  note  is  to  be  pud 
ont  which  is  issued  at  one  place,  and  made  pay- 
able at  another ;  thirdly,  no  note  of  any  kind  ia 
to  be  pud  ont,  unless  it  is  equal  to  gold  and 
ulver  at  the  place  where  ofimd,  and  CGUvert- 
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ible  into  specie  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of 
the  holder,  and  withont  lora  or  del^  to  him. 
This  is  the  strongest  limitation,  and  cats  off  fdl 
payment  in  Dotes  unless  where  the  bank  itsdf 
IS  utuated.  The  tliree  limitations  taken  toge- 
ther, and  they  are  all  in  full  force,  cut  off  bimk 
paper  from  nearly  every  payment  to  be  made, 
either  by  the  United  States  or  by  tbe  Post 
Office  Department. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  exhaust  this  subject ;  I 
only  touch  the  leading  objections  to  the  farther 
use  of  bank  notes  by  the  Government,  and  the 
future  use  of  banks  as  depontories  of  public 
moneys.  It  is  a  practice  fcanght  vith  mischief 
to  both  parties,  aad  has  been  so  proved  by  re- 
peated e^erience.  To  receive  the  notes  oi 
banks  for  revenae,  if  tiiey  are  to  be  paid  in 
good  faith,  is  merely  to  take  Himi  out  of  circn- 
ution,  and  return  uiem  in  masses  for  redemp- 
tion, to  the  great  peril  and  alarm  of  the  bank. 
If  they  are  not  to  be  paid,  their  receipt  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  Government,  So  said  Hr. 
Crawford,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  when  members  of  Congress,  marching 
in  columns  upon  him,  backed  by  legislative  pe- 
titions, were  demanding  this  privilege  for  so 
many  local  banks.  Importunity  and  legislative 
interference  most  usually  prevailed ;  aud  in  al- 
most every  instouce  to  tiie  ii^ury  of  the  bank, 
and  to  the  loss  of  the  Govapment.  80  will  it 
be  ag^,  if  the  practice  is  rohmed. 

Again :  It  is  tempting  the  banks  into  nunoos 
expansions,  thus  to  ^ve  them  the  credit  and  the 
domun  of  the  United  States  to  bank  upon. 
They  pnt  out  floods  of  notes,  because  receiva- 
bility  at  the  cnstom-honse,  the  land-office,  and 
the  post  office,  gives  them  credit  and  circola- 
tion.  Aiter  some  months,  pay-day  comes. 
Federal  credit,  which  got  the  notee  into  cu*ca- 
lation,  will  not  pay  them ;  the  bank  stops;  de- 
preciation ensues ;  the  loss  £b11s  npon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  the  uninformed  hdders  of 
the  notes. 

Again :  It  is  a  fidse  credit  ^ven  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  whole  issaes  of  any  bank 
whose  paper  is  so  received.  It  is  endorsement 
without  responnbility.  People  take  it,  because 
the  Government  takes  it ;  and  when  we  hank 
fiuls.  the  Government  does  not  indaimify  thoee 
who  have  been  deceived  by  $a  wdmement, 
valid  for  deception,  and  invalid  for  reaponmlnl- 
ity. 

Agmn :  This  Government  reoeivability  ena- 
bles notes  to  stray  from  their  known  orbit  of 
oircnlation ;  to  go  off  into  distant  parts,  where 
they  are  unknown ;  to  live  there  awhile  in  the 
sunshine  of  Federal  favor ;  to  circulate  awhile 
on  land-office  and  custom-honse  credit;  aud, 
finally,  to  sink  as  insolveats  upon  the  hands  <tt 
strangers. 

Again :  There  must  be  adeotion  of  banks,  or 
universalily  of  reception.  If  seleetion,  thm  fa- 
voritism, patronage,  oaprioe— refusal  to-day, 
reception  to^norrow— imposition  on  some,  un- 
doe  advautaae  to  otiieri--Hionie  into  pl^.  If 
nceivablliliy  u  mdverid,  tiiea  a  thffluand  bankB 
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now  in  existence,  and  thousands  more  to  be 
created,  all  become  fiumishers  of  Federal  cur- 
rency ;  and  in  a  few  years  the  public  lauds  are 
changed  into  paper—the  custom-honse  revenue 
becomes  a  bale  of  paper — and  this  paper  worth 
as  little  as  it  would  be  if  it  was  decomposed 
and  restored  to  its  ori^^al  state  of  lampblack 
and  ra^. 

Agam :  To  take  the  promissory  notes  of  the 
banks  for  lands,  customs,  and  portages.,  is  to  ex- 
tend a  credit  to  the  banks  which  is  denied  to 
the  community.  The  fanner  is  required  to  pej 
ready  money  for  the  public  lands ;  but  if  tlie 
ootA  of  the  bank  is  reoeived,  this  is  a  credit  to 
the  bank— -«  eredit  to  a  barren  moneyed  ccnpo- 
ration,  which  is  denied  to  a  productive^  mento- 
riousdtizen.  ^le  same  of  postages;  and  the 
same  is,  in  some  d^ree,  the  case  at  the  custom- 
houses now,  and  will  be  fiilly,  when  ready 
money  payments  are  required  there,  as  another 
bill  before  the  Senate  now  proposes.  _ 

Again :  To  make  the  biuiks  depodtoriee  of 
our  moneys,  involves  the  use,  or  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  use,  of  these  mtmeys.  If  the  for- 
mer, then  the  revenues  are  as  much  jeoparded 
as  ever ;  if  the  latter,  then  the  bank  has  no 
benefit  from  the  deporft. 

Agun :  To  continue  these  banks  as  depou- 
tones,  is  to  create  an  Interest — a  powerfiil,  ao- 
tive,  concentrated  interest,  in  Congress  and  out 
of  Congress— in  &vor  of  high  taxes  and  low 
appropriations.  The  late  Bimk  of  the  United 
States  was  snob  an  interest  dnring  the  whole 
time  of  its  existence.  It  was  the  ally  of  hi^ 
tariffs,  and  the  enemy  of  appropriation  biUai. 
Its  prmciple  of  action  was,  take  from  the  peo- 

{>le,  aud  leave  with  us  I  and  so  it  will  be  with  a 
eagne  of  local  depodtory  banks.  Their  presi- 
dents and  directors ;  their  stockholders  and  at- 
torneys, with  all  their  friends  and  debtors,  will 
be  a  unit,  to  keep  np  taxes  and  to  keep  down 
^propriations.  The  Government  should  not 
create,  for  itself  and  for  the  people,  so  formidsr 
ble  an  antagomst. 

The  friends  of  the  hanks  treat  it  as  their  miu, 
as  a  grievous  outrute  and  indignity,  for  the 
Government  of  the  tliuted  States  to  Tefbae  to 
take  their  notes,  and  to  reftase  to  use  them  a* 
^pontcnies ;  yet  this  was  their  conditicm  dnr> 
ii^  the  whde  time  of  the  existence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  yet  they  made  no  ob- 
jection to  it  then.  This  is  strange  I  but  what 
IS  more  so  is,  that  while  thus  struggling  against 
the  Government,  they  are,  many  of  them,  in 
favor  of  re-establishing  a  national  bank ;  the 
first  act  of  which  will  be  to  strip  them  <rf  Gov- 
ernment deponts,  and  exclude  their  paper  from 
Government  reoeivability  I 

Congress  has  a  sacred  duty  to  perform  in  re- 
forming the  finances,  and  the  ourrmcy;  for  the 
ruin  of  both  has  resnlted  from  Fedenl  legisU* 
tion,  and  Federal  administration.  Hie  ^ate^ 
at  the  fonnation  ai  the  emistitatiMi,  deUvered 
a  solid  onrrenoy— I  will  not  sqr  aoond,  for  tiiat 
word  fnmlieB  snUect  to  unsoondneas,  to  rrtten- 
aeea,  and  to  death— but  they  delivered  a  acM 
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eoirencT-,  one  not  liable  to  disease,  to  this  Fed- 
eral QoTernmenL  They  started  ^e  new  Gov- 
ernment fidr  npoQ  gold  and  bUtot.  The  first 
act  of  Congresa  attested  thla  great  &ct;  for 
H  made  the  rerenoea  p^able  in  gold  and  silver 
vAa  (Hkly.  Thus  tiie  States  deuTered  a  solid 
onrrency  to  this  Goveminent,  and  they  resenred 
the  same  onrrency  for  themselves ;  and  they 
provided  oonstitotional  sanotiona  to  goardboth. 
The  things  to  be  saved,  and  the  power  to  save 
H,  was  given  to  this  GU>vemment  by  the  States ; 
and  in  the  hands  of  this  Government  it  became 
deteriorated.  The  first  great  error  was  General 
Hamilton's  constraction  of  the  act  of  1789,  by 
which  he  nnllifled  that  actj  and  overtomed  the 
statute  and  the  constitntion  together.  The 
next  great  error  was  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional bank  of  oinmlation,  with  authority  to  pay 
an  the  public  daes  In  its  own  paper.  This  con- 
firmed tiw  over&row  <rf.the  ooistitntion,  and 
of  tbestatoteof  1789;  and  it  set  the  fiital  ex- 
ample to  the  States  to  tnalce  banks,  and  to  re- 
ceive their  paper  for  public  dues,  as  the  United 
states  had  done.  This  was  the  origin  of  the 
evil — this  the  origin  of  the  overthrow  of  the 
ac^d  carreocy  which  the  States  had  delivered 
to  the  Federal  Government.  It  was  the  Ham- 
ihonian  policy  that  did  the  mischief ;  and  the 
sMe  of  things  in  1887,  is  the  natural  frnit  of 
that  policy.  It  is  time  for  as  to  quit  it — to  re- 
turn to  the  oonstitntion  and  the  statute  of  1789, 
and  to  confiae  the  Federal  Treasury  to  the 
hard  money  whieh  was  intended  for  it. 

I  repeat,  this  is  a  measore  of  reform,  worthy 
to  be  oalled  a  refonnataon.  It  goes  huk  to  a 
flindamental  abnse,  nearly  coeval  wKb  tiie  foon- 
datioQ  of  the  Government.  Two  epochs  have 
ooourred  for  the  reformation  of  this  abuse ;  one 
was  lost,  the  <Miier  is  now  in  Jeopardy.  Hr. 
Madison's  administration  committed  a  great 
OTOr  at  the  expiration  of  the  oharter  of  the 
first  Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,  in  not  reviving 
the  enrrenoy  of  the  constitution  for  the  Federal 
Treasury,  and  especially  the  gold  currency. 
That  error  threw  the  Treasury  hack  upon  the 
local  bank  p^r.  This  p^er  quickly  failed, 
and  oat  of  that  faUur©  srew  the  aeccmd  United 
States  Bank.  Those  who  put  down  the  second 
TTiUted  States  Bank,  warned  by  the  calamity, 
determined  to  avoid  the  error  of  Mr.  Madlam's 
administration;  they  determined  to  Increase 
the  stock  of  specie,  and  to  revive  the  gold  dt- 
enlation,  whion  had  been  dead  for  thirty  years. 
The  aocumolation  of  eighty  millions  in  the 
brief  space  of  five  ^ears,  fifteen  millions  of  it  in 
gold,  attests  the  smcerity  of  their  design,  and 
the  fatnlity  o{  its  execution.  The  country  was 
going  on  at  the  rate  of  an  average  increase  of 
twelve  millions  of  specie  per  annum,  when  the 
general  sto]^>ages  of  the  banlts  in  Uay  last,  the 
expwtation  of  specie  and  the  imposition  of  ir- 
redeemable paper  upon  the  Government  and 
tite  people,  seemed  to  announce  the  total  fidlure 
of  the  plan.  But  it  was  a  seeming  only.  The 
impetos  given  to  tiw  specie  policy  still  previdla, 
and  five  notillions  are  added  to  the  stock  dur- 
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ing  the  present  fiscal  year.  So  for,  then,  as  the 
counteraction  of  the  Government  policy,  and 
the  snppreadom  of  the  constitutionfu  currency 
might  nave  been  expected  to  result  from  that 
stoppage,  the  calculation  seems  to  be  in  a  foir 
way  to  be  dismpointed.  The  spirit  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  our  nundred  millions  of  exportable 
produce,  are  giving  the  victory  to  the  glorious 
policy  of  our  late  illustrious  President.  The 
other  great  consequences  expected  to  result 
from  the  stoppage,  namely :  the  recharter  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  change  of  ad- 
ministration, the  overthrow  of  the  republican 
party,  and  the  restoration  of  the  federal  dynas- 
ty, all  seem  to  be  in  the  same  fur  way  to  total 
miscarriage ;  but  the  ot(]ect8  are  too  dazzling 
to  be  abandoned  by  the  parties  interested,  and 
the  deatmoticnL  of  the  finances  and  the  curren- 
cy. Is  still  tiie  cherished  road  to  snoeess.  The 
misealled  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  soul 
of  iha  federal  dynas^,  and  the  anchor  of  its 
hopes— believed  by  many  to  have  been  at  the 
bottom  of  the  stoppages  in  May,  and  known  by 
all  to  be  at  the  bead  of  non-resomption — now 
displays  her  policy  on  this  fioor ;  it  is  to  com- 
pel the  repetition  of  the  error  of  Hr.  Madison's 
administration  I  Knowing  that  from  the  repe- 
tition of  this  error  must  come  the  repetition  of 
the  catastrophee  of  1814, 1819,  and  1887;  and 
out  of  these  catastrophes  to  extract  a  new 
clamor  for  the  revivification  of  herself.  This  is 
her  line  of  conduct ;  and  to  this  line  the  con- 
duct of  all  her  fiiotda  conforms.  With  tme 
heart,  one  mind,  one  voice,  th^  labor  to  cut 
off  gold  and  diver  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  to  iiupose  paper  upon  it  I  they  labor 
to  deprive  it  of  the  keeping  of  its  own  revenues, 
and  to  place  them  agmn  where  they  have  been 
so  often  lostt  This  is  the  conduct  of  that  bank 
and  its  friends.  Let  us  imitate  their  zeal,  their 
unanimitv,  and  their  perseverance.  The  amend- 
ment and  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate,  em- 
body our  p<^Qy.  Let  us  oury  them,  and  the 
repnUic  Is  s^ 


SATUKDA.T,  September  28. 
St^T^eaturg  BiS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ctnu^deration  of*tbe 
Inll  providing  for  tbe  cdlection  and  custody  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  question  bdng  on  the 
amendment  oflfered  by  Mr.  OALHOvir,  to  separate 
the  Government  from  the  banks, 

Mr.  EiKo,  of  Georgia,  stud  two  plans  were 
ui^^  upon  the  Senate :  one  reported  by  the 
Oomifllttee  on  Finance,  as  proposed  to  he  amend- 
ed by  the  Senator  frvm  South  Oarolina ;  the 
other  the  State  bank  s^tem,  which  had  already 
been  tried,  and  failed. 

As  to  the  last,  various  apolc^es  had  been 
made  here  and  elsewhere,  for  ito  fulnre ;  and 
it  had  been  inristed  tiiat  it  Iwd  not  had  a  fidr 
trial,  and  therefore  could  not  be  said  properly 
to  have  ftlled.  The  most  able  and  ingenioua 
adtoflttes  and  apologists  of  this  system  that  he 
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had  heard  were  his  friends  fh)m  Yirginia  and 
New  York.  If  they  had  not  snooeedSi  in  con- 
vincing tbe  Senate  that  the  «78tem  should  be 
re-adopted,  (with  the  modifioadons  proposed,) 
conTiotion  might  be  considered  hopeless.  He 
oertfdnly  ^u^reed  with  them,  that  the  syston 
had  not  had  a  fair  trial.  The  pets  had  oerti^- 
ly  a  bard  time  of  it  under  their  ExecnliTe  pa- 
tron ;  bnt  he  had  never  had  confidence  in  them 
from  the  beginning,  and,  in  tmtb,  the  system 
had  never  succeeded  for  one  moment. 

Mr,  K.  said  he  would  not  detain  tbe  Senate 
by  going  fully  into  tbe  capabilities  of  the  State 
bank  system  to  perform  the  services  promised 
by  it.  He  stood  upon  firm  ground  on  this  sub- 
ject. His  friends  could  not  charge  him  with 
change  or  inconsistency  in  this  matter ;  and,  as 
was  well  known,  he  had  generally  predicted, 
■tap  by  step,  the  eonseqaenoes  tiiat  would  fbl- 
low  from  the  financial  experiments  that  had 
fUBIcted  the  coontry,  b^^inning  with  that  un- 
fortunate and  onneoessary  measure,  the  remov- 
al of  the  deposits  in  1884.  It  would  be  seen 
tiiat  lie  had  no  strong  predilection  for  the  State 
bank  deposit  system,  though  he  admitted  that 
it  might  have  done,  and  still  could  do  mnch 
better  than  heretofore,  if  the  Execntive  would 
consent  to  let  it  alone,  and  cease  the  continnid 
interferences  by  which  tbe  banks  have  been 
tormented,  and  tbe  commerce  of  the  country 
deranged,  ever  ednoe  the  Executive  had  taken 
the  control  of  tbe  finances. 

Mr.  K,  thea  proceeded  to  notice  the  plan  of 
the  committee  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
This  he  looked  npon  as  a  new  experiment, 
though  it  had  been  ^eged  to  be  othmrlse  by 
the  Senator  from  Missoari.  The  Senator  in- 
sisted that  we  were  ahead  of  our  destiny,  and 
ought  to  go  back  to  tbe  glorious  days  the 
Boman  empire  to  learn  lessons  on  finance  and 
political  economy.  This  plan  was  strongly  re- 
commended as  having  been  that  under  which  the 
Boman  quiestors  made  their  mild  exactions  from 
the  people.  It  was  recommended  most  warmly 
by  the  Senator,  because  it  was  that  under  which 
tbe  war  levies  of  Napoleon  were  made,  and  the 
finances  of  Spain  ana.  Turk^  c<^eoted  and  dis- 
bursed. Upon  the  first  recommendation,  tiie 
Seq^r  had  given  ns  a  most  eloqnrat  disoonrse 
upon  Boman  heroism ;  bloody  batties,  and  the 
levies  of  the  qosastors.  He  had  spoken  of  the 
great  pleasure  with  which  be  read  Ronuui  his- 
tory on  tiiese  subjects,  and  the  delight  with 
which  he  contwiplated  the  renown  <tf  tiiis  great 
people.  Well,  Mr.  K.  said  fae  bad  read  some 
Boman  history  too,  though  certainly  not  as 
good  a  historian  as  his  friend  from  Ml&sonri. 
But  if  any  thing  in  Boman  history  had  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  his  republican  mind,  it 
was  the  heartless  cruelty,  the  nnfeding  rigor, 
and  pitiless  tyranny  with  which  exactions  were 
made  upon  the  people  by  the  Boman  qneastors ; 
and,  nnfortuDataly  fbr  tbe  Senator's  Boman 
precedent,  when  these  exactions  had  been  made 
by  plundering  the  Boman  people  and  provinces 
to  support  huakm  in  the  true  of  oonqnmng 


and  plundering  the  rest  of  mankind,  these  ex- 
actions were  deposited  with  Boman  banken 
appointed  for  the  purpose. 

As  the  Roman  precedent  was  not  fiiund  ex- 
actly satisfactory  to  Mr.  K,  be  proceeded  to 
notice  the  system  so  warmly  recommended  as 
the  plan  of  that  great  democrat  and  ardent 
lover  of  liberty  and  free  institutions,  the 
peror  Kapoleon.  His  friend  from  Missouri  had 
stated  that  when  the  Emperor  mounted  tbe 
throne  of  power,  he  found  the  State  coffers 
empty,  or  nearly  so ;  but  in  a  short  time  they 
were  filled  to  overfiowing.  Thereupon  the 
Senator  produced  a  book,  or  a  document,  to 
prove  the  important  fact.  The  fitct  was  not 
doubted;  but  bow  were  these  wonders  of 
finance  accomplished?  Let  his  impoverished 
oonntry  and  the  blood  and  tears  of  onhapi^ 
Oermany  answer  the  question.  However,  per^ 
b^  the  financiering  of  this  great  eooncndst 
was  strongly  reoommended  fnm  the  fcct  that 
the  largest  and  most  timely  accession  to  Us 
finances  was  made  by  the  robbery  of  a  bank; 
and  that  too  a  bank  helong^n^  to  one  of  the 
freest  and  most  commercial  cities  of  Europe.* 

Mr.  K.  said  he  saw  nothing  in  these  impend 
precedents,  ancient  or  modem,  very  appbcaUe 
or  very  captivating ;  and  as  he  saw  notJiing  in 
the  happy  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tLose  free  and  commercial  nations  (Tur- 
key and  Spain)  to  excite  his  envy,  he  would 
ratiier  ccmsider  this  as  a  now  and  untried  ex- 
periment^  and  digest  it  a  Uttie  better  before  it 
was  adopted.  Ifr.  K.  added,  that  the  syrtem 
was  already  in  operation,  as  the  changes  pro- 
posed did  not  alter  essentially  the  spede  sy^en 
adopted  by  tbe  Executive  since  the  soBpenaioB 
of  specie  payments.  The  postponement  would 
give  us  a  little  more  time  to  observe  the  woik- 
ings  of  the  system,  and  ascertain  the  wishes  of 
tbe  people.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  finances 
restored  to  Ooogress,  their  lawful  guardian,  on 
almost  any  terms ;  but  really  they  wore  in  such 
a  worthless  and  ragged  condition,  team  Execu- 
tive manipulation,  uiat  it  was  difficult  to  say 
what  disposition  had  better  be  made  of  tttera. 

Mr.  E.  said  he  doubted  whether  he  ought  to 
detain  the  Senate  to  say  any  thing  apon  the 
causes  of  tiie  present  distress,  which  had  caBed 
Congress  togetiier.  As  this  subject  bad  ben 
dwelt  upon,  however,  by  every  speaker  whs 
bad  preceded  him,  and  was  certainly  of  great 
importance  to  tbe  coimtry,  it  was  perhaps  the 
dnty  of  every  member  to  give  his  views  upon 
the  subject  The  subject,  stdd  be,  is  too  im- 
portant to  be  trifled  with.  It  comes  to  the 
doors  and  dwellingSj  and  reaches  the  bread  and 
business  of  every  citizen,  of  every  conditi<m ; 
and  I  shall  give  my  views,  however  nnwining- 
ly,  uninfluenced  by  all  personal  friendships  and 
party  associations.  Unless  we  ascertain  the 
causes  which  have  so  strangely  broo^t  tirt 
country  into  its  present  distressed  eonditioi,  to 
a  time  of  profound  peace,  wo  shall  neitiiaf 
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know  how  to  apply  present  rameflfafl  nor  stcOA 
mmilaT  evils  in  fatare. 

[Here  Mr.  King  entered  into  an  extended  exami- 
nation of  the  canaee  which  produced  the  present  dis- 
tress, exploring  for  that  purpose  the  finandal  and 
enommial  operations  of  England  as  vdl  as  of  the 
United  States ;  and  oonturaed ;] 

Let  us  nov  re  tarn  to  the  TJnited  States.  Id 
Jone,  1836j  the  rain  threatened  b;^  so  large  an 
accumulation  oi  the  pnbllo  money,  and  the  uses 
that  were  made  of  it,  and  the  onsoand  state  of 
the  currency  generally,  was  so  manifest  that  all 
parties  unltea  in  the  opinion  that  something 
mast  be  done  with  it.  After  full  disoossion 
and  great  deliberation,  Congress,  with  nnoom- 
mon  unanimity,  adopted  the  law  to  distribute 
the  deposits  among  the  States.  Thonah  no 
measure  could  be  free  fh>tn  objection,  this  was 
cert^nly  the  wisest  that  could  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  reference  to  tiie  end  proposed.  It  deplet* 
ed  Uie  Treasmy,  and  checked  0Ter>issae8,  by  a 
pnblio  law,  wiui  fiill  notice,  ea^  terms,  and 
ample  time  for  its  execution.  The  President 
was,  unfortunately,  opposed  to  it,  and  seemed 
determined,  not  only  to  use  every  means  to 
prevent  its  efficiency,  but  to  prevent  its  opera- 
tioa  on  the  Western  and  South-western  depoat 
banks,  which,  in  fact,  most  needed  its  operation. 
With  this  view,  he  adopted  the  famous  spfioie 
circuit — a  sort  of  order  in  council — though 
the  idontioal  measure  had  been  a  few  days  be- 
fore proposed  as  &  lejpslative  measure,  and, 
with  almost  perfect  nnammity,  x^eoted  by  the 
Sen^e. 

The  prindpal,  perhuis  oily,  oljeot  of  this 
measare  was  to  save  from  ezplorion  some  of 
the  tottering  deposit  banks  m  the  West  and 
Soath-wesL  when  they  should  be  called  on  to 
comply  with  the  deposit  Law,  and  surrender  the 
public  money.  Ms  object  could  not  have  been 
to  prevent  over-issues,  such  an  object  t>eing  In- 
consistent with  his  opposition  to  the  deposit 
bill,  which  was  certainly,  of  all  others,  the  best 
conceived  for  that  porpose.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  motive,  the  measure  was  an  un- 
wise and  unfortunate  one,  deranging  the  whole 
internal  commerce  of  the  country,  prodotnng 
panic,  breaking  up  exchanges,  and  destroying 
credit,  at  the  very  time,  of  aU  others,  when  the 
coontry  ahonid  luive  been  permitted  to  make 
the  best  of  its  resonroee^  without  Tiotonee  or 
surprise. 

lir.  E.  said  the  United  States  Bank,  thoogh 
no  longer  in  existence,  bad  been  the  th«ne  of 
every  gentleman  who  bad  addressed  the  Senate. 
He  should  say  no  more  of  it  than  was  necessary 
to  justify  and  defend  himself,  and  the  nnmeroos 
friends  of  the  administration  Who  had  believed 
in  the  utility  of  that  institntion.  His  defence 
was  fully  justified;  for,  although  that  insti- 
tution was  establlBhed  by  the  democratic  party, 
every  friend  of  it  was  placed,  in  sweeping  de- 
nunciations, among  aristocrats,  rogues,  and  con- 
iq>irators;  ranked  with  the  "Biddies  and  the 


Barings,  and  the  banks,"  and  set  upon  in  full 
cry  by  dono^  and  demagogiies,  anxious  <hi^ 
to  turn  attention  from  th^  own  miBohievooB 
blonders  and  errors. 

When  he  came  to  maturity,  he  sud,  he  finmd 
l^e  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  snccessftd  and 
hf^T  weration.  He  learned  its  history,  and 
foond  that  it  was  established  by  the  party  to 
whi<^  he  had  always  been  attached,  with  the 
immortal  Madison  at  their  head;  who  after 
fatal  experience  had  changed  lus  opinion  on  the 
snbject.  This  paternity  recommended  it,  bat 
rejection  as  well  as  experience  convinced  him 
of  its  great  utility  as  a  financial  agent  to  the 
Government,  as  an  aid  to  internal  and  external 
commerce,  and  a  wholeeome  regulator  of  an 
otherwise  unregulated  paper  system.  As  an 
original  question,  he  was  and  ever  had  been 
opposed  to  the  whole  paper  system,  but  the 
system  certainly  had  many  advantages  in  a  free 
country,  and  moreover  was  fixed  upon  ns,  and 
no  one  generation  either  could  or  wonld  bear 
the  sacraBoes  it  would  cost  to  get  rid  of  it. 
And  (added  be)  the  progress  we  should  make 
in  getting  rid  of  the  system  and  its  abnses,  by 
putting  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  predicted  by  me  in  the  Senate  in  1684. 
Sir,  the  great  temperance  president,  or  tem- 
perance reformer,  Mr.  Delavan,  who  sends  us 
so  many  temperance  papers,  might  just  as  well 
have  undertaken  to  encourage  the  cause  of 
temperance  in  which  he  is  engaged,  by  break- 
ing up  one  respectable  grocery  in  Chestnnt 
street,  that  ho  might  raise  up  600  gn^  shops  in 
the  liberties,  the  villages,  and  the  Western 
wilderness.  He  thooght  it  the  part  of  wisdom 
not  to  warte  itself  on  impracticable  extremes, 
but  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  system,  and 
avc^  as  many  of  its  evils  as  posdUew  Thia  he 
Uiought  was  best  effected  by  a  national  bank, 
with  the  aid  of  the  Treasury.  The  vast  extent 
of  our  country  jrave  full  time  to  saoh  an  insti- 
tntion  to  lop  fiS  redundancira  and  fill  up  de- 
ficiencies on  notice  of  an  irregularity  in  the 
currency,  in  any  particular  sections  before  the 
effect  became  general.  It  was  clearly  the  in- 
terest of  such  an  Institution  to  perform  these 
daties  faitbflolly.  Its  own  succe^fbl  operation 
in  a  great  measure  depended  on  it ;  which  was 
the  best  guaranty  to  the  public  that  they  would 
\»  BO  performed.  He  also  believed  that  the 
money  at  the  nati<m  could  be  entinsted  to  no 
agMkoy  so  little  dangerous  to  liberty,  or  so  un- 
lue^  to  use  it  for  political  purposes.  Expe- 
rience proved  the  tnith  of  this  opinion.  We 
had,  agun,  the  best  of  all  security— that  is,  the 
seonri^  of  interest.  To  engage  in  politics,  or 
unite  itself  with  a  political  party,  is  death  to 
the  institution,  Wliat  evidence  bad  been 
shown,  or  could  be  ^own,  that  the  bank  ever 
hinted  an  interference  with  politics,  until  it 
supposed  the  Executive  to  make  an  overture 
for  that  purpose  f  In  1629  the  Executive  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  the  bank  to 
:nre  a  change  in  the  president  of  the  New 
branch.  He  did  not  say  that  any 
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thing  improper  was  intended  hj  the  Szecative, 
hat  it  was  the  first  interference  of  the  kind, 
and  the  banlc  supposed  it  to  be  an  attempt  to 
enlist  it  in  politics,  and  nnite  the  power  of  the 
bank  with  tne  power  of  the  Goreniment.  It 
dediued  on  the  ground  that  the  bank  never 
had  and  coald  not  now  think  of  intufering  in 
the  politics  of  the  coantrj.  The  rest  is  known. 
The  Message  foUowed  with  a  charge  of  what 
nobody  had  ever  heard  of  before,  and  recom- 
mniding  a  Treasory  bank,  oniting  the  power 
and  patronage  of  a  bonk  to  that  of  the  GoTem- 
ment.  From  ttiat  time  forth  the  EzecDtive 
continned  to  struggle  for  the  money  power 
until  it  took  possession  'of  it  in  1888,  by  the 
removal  of  the  deposits.  I  only  mention  these 
facts,  sir,  to  prove  the  great  reluctance  with 
which  such  an  institntdon  will  always  engage 
in  politics.  Its  interest  requires  the  cnstom 
and  friendship  of  both  political  parties,  and  it 
cannot  prosper  against  a  war  by  uther.  The 
money  power  of  uie  Treasury  is  great,  let  it  be 
lodged  where  it  will;  bu^  for  the  reasons 
stated,  I  believe  it  is  less  in  a  national  bank, 
connected  with  and  dependent  on  the  bnsineas 
of  the  country,  than  in  any  other.  There  was 
no  danger  of  the  political  influence  of  a  bank, 
if  the  Executive  would  let  it  alone.  Some 
admitted  that  the  bank  had  been  improperly 
attacked,  but  that,  bein^  attacked,  it  had  over- 
isBued  and  otherwise  mismanaged  in  its  strag- 
gles for  a  recharter.  This  might  be  tree  to 
some  extent;  but,  if  so,  it  is  more  an  objection 
to  the  direction  than  the  institution,  and  mi^t 
be  prevented  by  a  simple  pnmsitHi  in  ue 
charter,  which  the  old  onarter  ought  to  have 
contained. 

Kr,  these  are  the  opinions  I  have  always 
entertained,  and  were  the  opinitma  of  my  then 
oolleagne,  when  I  came  into  the  Senate ;  they 
were  known  to  our  constituents.  But  as  this 
was  a  matter  of  expediency,  on  which  they 
had  a  ri^t  to  judge,  they  expected  to  be,  and 
shall  be,  represented ;  and  their  wishes,  when 
I  last  heard  from  them,  were  agunst  a  national 
bank.  In  fact,  although  I  believe  it  unfortunate 
that  the  old  bank  was  destroyed,  the  question 
of  establishing  a  new  one,  at  this  time,  is  a 
very  different  quMtion.  Under  oar  anti-bank 
admioistrataoD,  the  bank  oiq>ital  has  been  much 
more  than  doubled  in  a  few  years.  Is  it  ex- 
ponent to  add  to  it?  If  so,  the  praotioaMHty 
of  controlling  it,  by  a  national  bank  of  permls- 
aible  uze,  and  the  manner  of  dmng  it,  are 
important  questions.  The  present  rate  of  ex- 
ohai^  too,  would  render  it  difficult  to  procure 
specie  for  ute  institution,  and  create  a  demand 
for  it,  that  would,  for  the  present,  add  to  the 
distress.  There  were  some  other  reasons  that 
had  been  referred  to,  but  which  he  could  not, 
at  this  time,  notice. 

But,  we  are  gravely  told,  sir,  that  the  "  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  with  its  'still  greater 
strength,'  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
present  state  of  affidrs ;  that  it  *  has  not  been 
aUe  to  check  other  insdtatilcau,  or  sare  Itself.* " 
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This  reference  to  the  bank  would  have  done 
very  well  for  a  party  newspaper ;  but,  I  must 
confess,  I  was  somewhat  astonished  to  find  it 
in  a  Message  of  the  Prerident  of  the  United 
States.  Can  it  be  stroposed  that  the  most  igno- 
rant can  be  dsoeived  oy  this  catch  at  a  ragn 
namef  "Who  ever  thought  of  hdAng  the  Bode 
of  the  United  States  reepondUe  tor  the  ems 
renoy,  or  as  a  finandal  regulator,  after  tiw 
withdrawal  of  its  branches,  or  even  after  the 
removal  of  the  deposits  ?  What  obligation  was 
it  under  to  the  public,  after  the  pnUio  had 
taken  away  the  deposits  and  dispMised  with  its 
services  !  Was  it  under  any  very  strong  obli- 
gation, if  it  had  the  power,  to  aid  the  Executive 
in  an  experiment  made  at  its  expense,  and  in- 
tended for  its  destruction  ?  I  shcHild  think  not ; 
and  to  hold  a  State  bank  responsible  because 
it  is  called  "  the  Bank,  of  the  Umted  States," 
is  absolute^  ridiculous.  It  has  ftDen  Into  line 
with  the  multitnde  EKate  banks  created  nnder 
the  late  adraimstration.  It  has  supported  his 
"poliCT"  by  importing  specie  on  credit,  that 
it  might  hatch  more  paper  upon  it.  It  has 
gloried  in  the  conftision  of  the  exchanges,  hj 
which  it  has  made  millions.  In  short,  like  the 
rest  of  the  State  banks,  it  has  gone  for  mddog 
money;  it  has  joined  its  fortunes  with  the 
State  banks;  it  has  twrrowed  specie  like  the 
State  banks;  has  expanded  with  the  State 
baiiks ;  has  shaved  with  the  State  banks ;  has 
failed  with  the  State  banks,  and  is  a  State 
bank,  and  yet  it  is  held  res^nsiblo  to  the 
country  as  a  national  bank.  Sir,  it  is  no  more 
a  United  States  Bank,  and  not  so  much  as  the 
little  Borliogtoo  bank,  wbidi  produced  soeb  a 
ha^py  effect  with  a  modicum  of  the  spoils  sent 
to  it,  and  presungly  sent  for  more  to  operate  oa 
the  elections,  *'in  anticiratitm  of  uie  wool 
clip."  There  is  a  United  States  Bank  for  ys^ 
established  by  the  Executive  to  prevent  the 
public  money  from  being  em{Joyed  to  operate 
on  the  politics  of  the  country  t 

Why,  then,  these  valiant  charges  upcn  a 
ghost  f  this  war  upon  a  sign  ?  these  tflts  upon 
a  tombstone  1  They  are  about  as  useful,  and 
about  as  rational,  as  the  charges  of  the  redoubt- 
able Don  Quixote  upon  the  windmills. 

In  conneotion  with  these  perpetual  efforts  to 
frighten  us  with  ghosts  and  "  things  that  are 
nov'  Mr.  E.  said  he  had  never  had  his  demo- 
cratic fedinga  so  shocked  as  th^  had  been  hf 
a  eeDtim«nt  «t]ie  Senator  fh>m  South  OaroHnik 
(Mr.  OALHOtTH,)  warmly  applauded  by  his  fiiend 
near  him,  (Mr.  Stbahob.)  We  were  told  th^ 
though  eziwdient,  we  UMmld  not  make  this 
State  bulk  a  depodtory,  "  because  it  would  be  a 
triumph  over  the  Oovernmrait  I "  What  Gov- 
ernment? The  "Government"  at  the  Her- 
mitage, or  the  Government  at  the  White 
House?  These  Governments  were  both,  to 
be  sure,  snppoeed  to  be  inimical  to  the  present 
State  bank,  because  they  did  not  like  Mr.  Bid- 
die,  its  president,  who  was  formerly  president 
of  the  national  institnfion.  Bat  what  had  the 
Government  to  do  irUJi  the  presoit  Strta 
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ina^tntiMi  ?  He  had  sappoeed,  until  lately, 
tiut  the  GoTerniuent  meant  Uie  l^islative 

rirer,  as  established  by  the  oonstitation ;  and, 
the  people,  throogh  their  representatives, 
aeoOTding  to  the  forms  of  the  oonstitntion, 
•hoold  deem  it  expedient  to  make  any  State 
Inrtitatioa  a  depository,  it  wonld  be  no  ot^ection 
with  him  that  dther  the  ex-Froaidait  or  pres- 
ent ExeoatiTe  was  snpposed  to  be  ioimioal  to 
oie  of  its  officers.  I  do  not  propose  (sdd  he) 
to  make  this  iastitation  a  depository,  and  no- 
body has  proposed  or  thought  of  proposing  it, 
•o  fiir  as  I  know.  Why,  tjhen,  this  war-whoop 
•gainst  it  I  To  show  oar  devotion  to  the  snp- 
posed Ezecntare  will?  *'A  change,  what  a 
change,"  has  been  prodnoed  in  t£e  tone  of 
American  feeling  by  these  violent  encroach- 
muitB  and  reorat  tnnmphs  of  the  Executive 
over  the  L^pdative  anthority,  in  relation  to 
the  flnanoes  I  All  ^es  are  turned  to  the  Exeo- 
vtive.  The  spirit  of  onr  fathers  has  fled.  The 
Uood  of  '76  has  mn  ont  Sir,  there  have  been 
more  gray  hairs  brought  upon  t^e  head  of  oar 
yoathAil  and  vigorous  repabUo  in  the  last  foor 
yeBrsi,  than  ought  to  have  grown  npon  it  in  one 
entire  oentnry  of  quiet  and  peaceful  adminis- 
tration, with  the  oonstitntioQal  co-operation  of 
the  l^fisUtive  departments. 

ICy  fnends  need  not  be  astonished  at  the 
freedom  with  which  I  express  these  sentiments. 
Thej  believe  with  me,  they  have  acted  with 
me.  We  have  vunly  stood  up  tc^ther  aguust 
the  will  of  the  Executive.  Onr  efforts  have 
been  iimotent  We  have  been  trampled  under 
Sxtt.  The  Execntive  has  had  his  way,  and  we 
■ee  the  resolt.  I  only  wish  my  fHends  to  join 
me  in  making  a  firm  stand,  to  teach  the  Exeou- 
tive  that  fau  friends  are  to  be  oonsnlted  in 
meanres  of  saoh  immense  impmtance  to  the 
pec^le  as  tiiose  which  odr  finances  have 
been  rained.  I  have  no  idea  of  deserting 
them,  rir;  they  need  not  apprehend  that  I- 
am  only  expressing  freely  sentiments  I  and  they 
have  entertained,  and  not  very  careAilly  con- 
cealed. I  am  a  party  man,  sir.  All  I  am  as  a 
politidaD  I  was  made  so  by  party.  I  have  no 
qwpothies  with  any  other  party  except  that 
with  which  I  have  always  acted,  and  by  which 
I  have  been  honored.  I  respect  my  political 
opponents  as  my  fellow-citizens,  living  under 
we  same  laws,  eabieot  to  the  same  Qovem- 
manti  and  equally  himest  and  patriotio  with 
ngradC  But  I  dffisr  with  them  m  snne  of  the 
c— ontial  and  fundamental  prindidea  upon  which 
our  Govemmrat  should  m  adminiiAered,  and 
iMTenothing  to  ask,  and  nothing  to  expect  from 
ttem. 

I  am  a  democrat,  a  real  democrat.  I  do 
not  make  the  pnrfiasuon  ad  captandum;  Z  fear 
it  Is  becoming  rather  unpopular ;  but  my  early 
habits  and  yontbM  associBtjons  made  me  so. 
In  fact,  the  sentiment  was  planted  in  my  heart 
by  nature,  cultivated  by  education,  and  ap- 
proved by  reason.  I  believe  a  democratic  re- 
public to  be  the  most  philosophical  govem- 
ncBtf  and  best  caleulatedto  develop  the  ener- 
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gies  and  sustain  the  dignity  of  man,  so  long  as 
the  people  have  sufficient  intelligeoce  to  qualify 
them  for  self^vernment.  I,  therefore,  abhor 
tyranny  and  irresponsible  power  in  every  pos- 
sible form  in  which  it  can  be  presented ;  whether 
it  be  presented  in  the  hypocritical  garb  of  re- 
publican homespun,  or  tinselled  over  in  the 
gUttering  trappmgs  of  royalty.  I  go  a 
strict  constmouon  of  the  oonstitntifHi,  limited 
Executive  patronage,  uid  an  eoonmnloal  admin- 
istration of  the  Government;  and  yon  will 
never  find  me  here,  sir,  with  democracy  and 
economy  upon  the  lips,  and  tyranny  and  plunder 
in  the  heart.  "I  borrow  no  falie  live^ 
frvm  heaven  to  serve  the  devil  in." 

Kr.  K.,  after  some  ftirther  remarks,  conclnd- 
ed  this  branch  of  the  subject  by  saying,  that  he 
had  full  oonfldeuoe  that  the  President,  when 
some  present  diffinlties  were  removed,  would 
administer  bis  department  with  wisdom  and 
patriotism,  and  he  hoped  and  expected  to  be 
able  to  ^ve  him  his  feeUe  suj^mrt.  Bat  he 
JoBt  wished  to  tell  him  now  that,  if  he  intended 

to  treaA  in  the  footsteps  "  of  Us  predeceasw, 
in  trampling  on  the  le^slative  anthority,  in  tin 
management  of  a  subject  of  all  others  ot  the 
most  importance  to  the  people,  he  should  fed 
it  his  duty  to  jostle  him  out  of  them.  He 
never  wonld  couseut  (he  said)  to  surrender  the 
finances  to  the  exclusive  conb-ol  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  we  did  this,  we  should  Ehare  the  &te 
of  every  other  nation  who  bad  submitted  to 
Executive  financiering :  we  shoold  first  become 
a  nation  of  b^gars,  and  then  a  nation  of 
slaves. 

Mr.  £.  sMd  he  had  been  led  on  to  a  length 
^together  unexpected  to  himself  and  hefeand 
tire8(nne  to  the  Senate.  Several  other  tc^es 
had  been  stu^ested  by  the  ranaiks  aS  outer 
gentlonen,  that  he  would  like  to  touch,  Ixit  he 
would  dispense  with  them,  and  come  to  a  eon* 
oludon,  after  a  few  words  more  npon  the  Ufi 
and  amendment  under  consideration.  As  to 
the  separation  from  the  State  banks  as  deposi- 
tories, he  conceived  that  a  matter  of  no  great 
consequence,  if  in  the  details  we  could  provide 
safety  to  the  money,  and  guard  against  too 
much  patronage  and  expense.  But  Uie  bill  he 
thoi^t  imperfect  and  obscure  on  both  these 
points.  And  when  we  had  passed  the  bill,  we 
should  have  but  little  idea  of  what  we  had 
dtne. 

As  to  the  amendment  proposed,  wUoh  t»- 
stricted  the  reoeipta  of  the  Govemmflot  to 
gold  and  ^ver,  be  oonld  never  omuent  to  think 
of  it,  withont  hearing  from  his  constitnenta^  ao 
long  as  specie  is  not  the  common  currency, 
used  by  Uie  people  in  the  business  transactions 
of  the  country.  They  are  never  prepared  with 
a  currency  not  in  common  circulation,  and  woald 
often  and  truly  be  reminded  of  the  Roman 
quffistors,  who  were  in  the  habit,  among  other 
acts  of  tyranny,  of  demanding  particular  kinds 
of  money  for  tiie  pnrpoeea  of  extortion.  Here, 
11,000  specie  gatherers,  demanding  a  currency 
not  fdrmabed  the  people  by  their  own  Btatesi 
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car  by  the  ordinary  <nretilatioD,  will  ^ve  them 
more  trouble  than  all  th^  other  pecuniary 
traosftotions,  uid,  being  different  to  tilie  de- 
numds  made  upon  tiiem  for  State  taxes,  will 
ffim  to  the  Federal  Government  an  alien  char- 
acter of  tyranny  and  oppreedon.  He  could 
not  conceive,  be  said,  of  a  measure  better  cal- 
culated to  p.v6  to  the  Goventment  the  UidoD 
tiie  appearance  of  a  foreign  Government,  and 
ftUenate  the  affections  of  the  people  from  it, 
than  the  measure  proposed. 

ICr.  BiVBs  rose,  and  said  be  would  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  say  a  few  words  which  he 
meant  to*eay  yesterday,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  Bpeolcing  of  another  Senator,  (Mr.  Bsnton.) 
Mr.  B.  said  he  rose  to  protest  ag^nst  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  qneetion  had  been,  and  con- 
tinned  to  be,  treated  by  the  Senator  man  South 
Oarc^na.  That  genUonan  argued  as  if  there 
Twe  some  propc^tion  before  the  Senate  to  re- 
estatiUah  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
confer  upon  the  existing  Pemunrlvanla  Bank  of 
the  United  States  some  spedu  and  important 
I^vilege.  Bat,  sir,  is  there  any  qnestion  of 
that  sort  really  before  the  Senate  f  The  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  proposition  on  your  table 
is,  whether  the  notes  of  banks  generally,  when 
they  shall  have  resumed  specie  payments,  ought 
not,  under  certun  limitations,  to  be  received  in 

Kyment  of  the  public  dues,  as  they  heretofore 
ve  been  from  the  origin  of  the  Government 
down  to  the  present  Ume,  or  whether  they 
AmU  be  altoj^diher  excluded  in  fnture,  and 
nothing  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public 
revenue  but  gold  and  ralver!  The  question, 
than,  is  one  which  Invt^ves  alike  the  whole 
^i^t  hundred  State  banks  in  the  Union,  oon- 
entoting  tliat  system  of  oredit  under  which, 
whatever  may  have  been  its  ocoadooal  exceeses, 
the  ooantry  has  heretof<M*e  attained  an  unparal- 
leled h^ght  of  pro^E><^ty,  and  has  no  roetnal 
r^erence  whatever  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

It  does  seem  to  me,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
peii>etnal  and  gratuitous  introdnotion  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  into  this  debate, 
with  which  it  has  no  connection,  as  if  to  aiana 
the  ima^ationB  ot  grave  Sautiva,  ia  but  a 
poor  evidence  of  the  Intrinaio  streiigth  of  the 
genfleman's  canae.  Much  has  been  said  of 
aifnment  ad  et^iandum  in  the  course  of  this 
cUsousaion.  I  have  heard  none  that  can  com- 
pare with  this  Bolrann  stalking  of  the  ghost  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  through  this 
hall  to  *'  frighten  Senators  from  their  propriety." 
I  am  as  much  opposed  to  that  institution  as 
the  gentleman  or  any  one  else  is  or  can  be.  I 
tiiink  I  may  say  I  have  given  some  proo&  of 
it.  The  gentleman  himeuf  acquits  me  of  any 
•design  to  favor  the  interest  of  that  institution, 
while  he  says  such  is  the  necessary  consequence 
■iii  my  propf^tion.  The  snggestion  is  advanced 
for  effect,  and  then  retracted  in  form.  What- 
ever be  the  new-bom  seal  of  the  Smator  fran 
-Smrth  Oardina  ^nst  tiie  Bank  (tf  the  United 
states,  I  ihtter  myself  that  I  stand  in  a  poei- 
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tion  that  places  me,  at  least,  as  unuit  above 
sosj^idtm  w  an  undue  leaning  in  &vor  of  dist 
instatotion  as  the  honorable  gentlenun.  If  I 
mistake  not,  it  was  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  who  introduced  and  supported  the 
bill  for  the  charter  of  tbe  United  States  Bank 
in  1816 ;  it  was  he,  also,  who  brought  in  n  tnll 
in  18S4i,  to  extend  the  charter  t>f  that  instUa- 
ticm  for  a  term  of  twelve  years;  and  none 
were  more  conspicuous  than  he  in  the  wellr 
remembered  scenes  of  that  day,  in  urging  the 
restoration  of  the  Government  d^Mirats  to  this 
same  institution.  In  every  situation  of  public 
trnst  in  which  I  have  been  placed  I  have  been 
tbe  constant  and  unvarying  op^<Hient  of  that 
institution ;  and  in  this  body,  m  18S4^  wbfle 
tbe  Senator  f^m  South  Carolina,  with  his 
accustomed  ability,  was  ui^ing  tbe  re«toratioa 
of  the  public  deposits  to  it,  (a  triumph,  indeed, 
over  the  Government  of  the  country,  whidk 
the  honorable  Senator  now  so  bitter^  de|ive- 
cates,)  I  stood  up  here  and  resisted  that  mes»> 
ore  with  every  faculty  I  possessed,  and  sacri- 
ficed, as  is  well  known,  my  political  existenoe 
to  the  force  of  my  convictions  on  the  snbjeot; 
convictions  which,  I  take  leave  to  s^,  have 
stoengthened  with  every  day*s  observation  and ' 
reflection  since.  When  I  recollect  these  tilings 
it  seems  to  me  '*  strange,  passing  Btrange^"  that 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  shtxild  now 
appear  as  the  especial  and  sworn  adTenuj  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  while  I  am  held 
up  in  tbe  attitude  of  promoting  the  views  and 
favoring  the  interests  of  that  institntian. 

While  I  am  up,  {uiA  Mr.  B.,)  I  beg  leave  ts 
say.a  word  in  answer  to  an  observation  of  the 
Senator  from  Misacrari,  (Mr.  Bkkton.)  Thtt 
gentieman  said,  if  I  wished  to  mideivtai>d  the 
true  character  of  my  propontion,  I  had  only  to 
look  over  my  right  shoulder,  and  see  who  were 
likely  to  support  it  [Mr.  Out,  Mr.  Wkbstbi, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  the  Oppontion,  nt  io 
that  direction  from  Mr.  Birxa.]  I  thank  God, 
Mr.  Premdent,  that  I  have  a  higher  rule  <i 
action  on  'this  floor  than  any  consideration  of 
wbo  is,  or  who  is  not,  to  vote  with  ro&  I  look 
at  the  merits  of  the  totyposition  itself;  and  if  it 
be  ioT  the  good  of^  the  oonntry,  I  go  for  & 
whoever  nu^  vote  with  me  or  aeunst  me.  If 
the- Smator  knows  that  I  am  to  derive  support 
to  my  propodtion  from  gentlemen  over  my 
right  shoulder,  be  knows  more  than  I  do.  I 
have  had  no  communication  with  any  of  those 
gentiemen,  which  anthorizes  me  to  expect  thur 
support.  Many  of  them  voted,  during  the  last 
sesraon,  for  the  same  proposition,  in  coramoa 
with  five-sixths  of  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
Ixation,  and  they  may  do  so  again.  I  occnpy 
the  same  position  now  that  I  did  then,  a 
other  gentlemen  have  seen  cause  to  change 
their  views,  I  have  not  On  tbe  contrary,  the 
present  condition  of  tbe  country  fomiabea,  in 
my  estimation,  new  motives  to  toing  furward 
tii«  proposition,  whidi  thai  reodved  nesily  the 
nnanimons  saiwtiMi  of  both  ^mses  ot  Ooa- 
gress.  It  is  impossiblo  tftat  the  bsnking  ineti- 
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totions  of  the  conoby,  on  whose  speedy  retnm 
to  specie  payment  the  soundness  of  the  cnirenor 
and  every  other  interest  of  society  now  depend, 
can  rise  np  from  their  prostnite  oonditicm, 
withoQt  some  measure  of  Uiis  sort  The  peo- 
ple wish  to  flee  an  end  of  this  paper  money, 
(properiy  so  oalled  when  inoonvertible  into 
^wde,)  which  the  (rentlemaii  from  Mtssonri  so 
nnudi  deprecated,  jfo  one  has  a  stronger  sense 
of  its  evils  and  dangers  than  I  have.  Bnt  we 
dun  in  Tun  attempt  to  get  rid  of  it,  in  my 
faomhle  judgment,  without  some  measure  of  the 
ehanteter  I  have  proposed.  I  am  nnwilling  to 
so  back  to  my  constituents  without  having  first 
done  something  for  the  relief  of  the  people, 
as  weU  as  the  Government.  Z  am  onwiUmg 
that  the  American  people  shall  witness  an  ad- 
joommrat  of  this  body  without  the  passage 
of  some  measure  of  a  healing  and  salutary  char- 
acter, in  relation  to  the  currency  of  the  ooontry. 

Whm  the  snb-Treoaury  scheme  was  intro- 
dnoed  into  the  House  of  R^ireaentatives  in 
1884^  ont  of  the  meagre  number  of  88  votes  it 
tbm  Toonved,  there  was  bnt  one  friend  of  the 
administration  who  voted  in  favor  of  it  It 
vaa  then  denounced,  under  the  auspices  and  in 
tiM  name  of  the  administration,  aa  revolation- 
ary,  disorganizing,  anti-repuhltcan,  and  tending 
to  enlaive  Ezecative  power,  and  place  in  Its 
hands  toe  means  of  oorraption.  Believing 
now,  as  I  did  then,  t^at  such  is  the  true  char- 
acter aad.  tendency  of  the  measure,  I  adhere  to 
the  ground  taken  by  the  republican  party  in 
1884;  and  I  will  use  every  wei^n  which 
reason  and  agoment  can  farnish  in  opposition 
to  it.  I,  for  one,  will  not  be  afr^d  to  act  with 
waj  individaal,  or  any  parfy,  in  redsting  a 
MMma  whieb,  bowever  n  may  be  viewed  by 
others,  I  fimuy  believe  to  be  franght  wiUi 
danger  to  the  best  interests  of  my  conntry ; 
and  in  dc^ng  so,  so  far  from  abandoning,  I  hat 
maintain  the  more  closely,  my  republican  fdth. 

Mr.  Oalhodn  siUd  this  attack  of  the  Senator 
la  very  extraordinary.  Yesterday,  in  the  course 
of  my  argument,  I  endeavored-  to  diow  that 
his  proposition  wonld  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  stated  my  reasons.  I  believed  he  did 
not  contemplate  it  in  that  light,  but  I  -did ;  and 
I  said  to  the  Senator,  yon  hold  out  a  powerfbl 
temptation  to  the  banks.  I  stated  that  the 
itnKig  banka,  and  they  alime^  woold  take  Hm 
bancAt  of  this  measnrajrltit  the  United  States 
Bank  at  their  head.  Their  predominating  in- 
flneaee  over  every  other  bank  was  inevitable ; 
and  if  they  got  it,  they  wonld  hold  it  in  per- 
petuo.  They  would  make  the  necessary  sacri- 
flee  in  the  resnmption  of  specie  payments,  and 
tills  bill  wonld  serve  as  tne  motive;  and,  if 
Jb,  Biddle  tried,  he  wonld  get  it.  And  now, 
twenty-foor  hours  afterwards,  I  am  sorpriaed 
at  this  storm  of  pasnon  and  ^enoaal  attack, 
when  I  aoqoittedttiegaitleman  of  all  improper 
fatHititma. 

Hie  sentieman  says  that  in  1684  I  was  in 
£nar  of  restoring  the  depodts.  I  was  so ;  and 


I  now,  as  then,  think  they  were  unnecessarily 
and  illegally  removed,  and  that  it  was  one  of 
the  accelerating  causes  of  the  catastrophe  which 
he  so  much  laments.  New  zeal  I  A  new  con- 
vert I  I  never  made  stronger  declarations  in 
my  life  of  the  banking  system  than  at  that 
time.  I  said  the  whole  syston  was  ho^ile  to 
Uberi^.  I  was  then  in  &vor  of  .the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  bnt  not  so  as  to  qualify  my 
position  relative  to  banking.  I  went  ibrther, 
and  told  the  Senator  and  others,  your  system 
will  flul  if  yon  retain  a  connection  witii  the 
banks ;  there  must  be  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States.  With  me  the  question  of  bank  or  no 
bank  had  reference  to  the  whole  banking 
system.  Has  he  any  foundation  on  which  he 
can  now  call  me  a  convert  f  No,  ur,  I  have 
se^  not  for  four,  but  fourteen  years,  that  the 
issue  must  be  that  tiie  banks  will  be  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  the  banks ;  that, 
by  the  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  issues 
of  pi^wr,  the  banks  or  the  Government  mnst 
be  prostrated.  I  hardly  expected  to  see  that 
issneinmy  day;  bnt  oome  I  knew  and  decdarad 
it  wonld,  sooner  or  later ;  and  when  the  qoes- 
tion  should  arise,  it  would  be  the  greatest  of 
modem  times.  I  wonld  lay  a  hundred  to  one, 
if  the  Senator's  bill  should  pass,  the  United 
States  Bank  will  monopolize  its  lienefits.  Of 
his  remarks  I  will  only  say  that  they  were 
miworthy  of  him,  and  the  State  from  -wmdh.  ha 
comes. 

Mr.  Bknton.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Reves)  repeats  what  has  been  often  told, 
and  answered,  that  the  friends  of  the  adminis- 
teation  voted  in  a  body  agdnst  Hr.  Goboon's 
snb-Treasnry  pn^odtion  In  1884^  Th^  did 
so,  and  for  a  reason  both  notorious  and  good  at 
that  time,  bat  not  «x>d  now.  The  adnmiistra- 
tion  eonld  not  entloose  from  the  local  banks 
then ;  they  were  alUes  against  the  Bank  the 
United  States,  and,  as  snch,  had  to  be  saved. 
They  were  the  ^^MUf^teoff  Bouta  "  in  gettii^ 
from  the  Nationed  bank  to  the  sub-Treasury ; 
and,  as  snob,  had  to  be  muntained.  They  are 
no  longer  allies,  or  a  half-way  station,  bnt  foes 
and  deserters.  They  have  cut  loose  from  the 
government,  and  are  weight  in  &vor  of  a 
national  bank ;  and  as  snon  the  government  is 
now  done  with  them.  It  was  expedient  to 
muntain  the  connection  in  1884:  it  is  expedient 
to  let  it  remain  disscdved  now. 


UoNDiT,  September  26. 
SvShTreamTy  Bill. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ccmnderatitm  of  the 
bill  imponng  additional  duties,  as  depositories 
of  the  pnblio  moneys,  on  certam  officers  of  the 
General  Government ;  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
houn's  and  Mr.  BrarroN's  amendments.  • 

Mr.  GiAT  commenced  by  observing  thatj 
feding  an  anxious  desire  to  see  some  enectual 
plan  presented  to  correct  the  disorders  in  the 
cnrrwcy,  and  to  restore  the  prosperity  of  the 
ooimtryf  he  had  av<^d6d  precipiti^ing  himself 


Digitized  by 


Google 


404 


ABEIDGMENT  Of  THB 


into  the  debate  now  in  pn^^ss,  that  he  might 
attentively  ezainine  every  remedy  that  should 
be  proposed,  and  impartially  weigh  every  con- 
sideration ni^ed  in  its  support.  No  period  had 
ever  existed  in  this  conntiy,  in  which  the  future 
was  covered  by  a  darker,  denser,  or  more  im- 
penetrable gloom.  None,  in  which  the  duty 
was  so  imperative  to  discard  all  passion  and 

{irejndice,  ^  party  ties,  and  previons  bias,  and 
ook  exclusively  to  the  good  of  our  afQicted 
oonntry.  In  one  respect— -and  he  thought  it  a 
fortunate  one — oar  present  difBotdUes  are  dis- 
tinguishable from  former  domestic  troubles,  and 
that  is  tiiehr  universality.  They  are  felt,  it  is 
true,  in  diffbrent  d^;reea,  but  they  reach  every 
section,  every  State,  every  interest,  almost  every 
man  in  the  Union.  AD  feel,  see,  hear,  know 
ttieir  existence.  As  they  do  not  array,  like  our 
former  divisions,  one  portion  of  the  confederacy 
against  another,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  common 
Buffeiinga  may  lead  to  common  sympathieH  and 
common  counsels,  and  that  we  shall,  at  no 
distant  day,  be  able  to  see  a  clear  way  of 
deliverance.  If  the  present  state  of  the  coun- 
try were  produced  by  the  fault  of  the  people ; 
if  it  proceeded  from  their  wasteful  «strava- 
ganoe  and  th^  indulgence  of  a  reckless  spirit 
roiaons  speculation ;  if  public  ineasnrea  had 
no  agen<^  whatever  in  bringing  it  about,  it 
wonld  nevertheless  be  the  dnty  of  Qovemment 
to  exert  all  its  energies  and  to  employ  all  its 
legitimate  powers  to  devise  an  efficacious  reme- 
dy. But  if  our  present  deplorable  condition 
has  sprang  from  our  rolers;  if  it  is  to  be 
clearly  traced  to  their  acts  and  operations,  that 
dnty  becomes  infinitely  more  omigatory;  and 
Government  woold  be  futhless  to  the  bighrat 
and  most  solemn  of  human  trusts  should  it 
neglect  to  perform  it.  And  is  it  not  too  true 
that  the  evils  which  surround  us  are  to  be 
ascribed  to  those  who  have  had  the  condaot  of 
our  public  affairs  ? 

In  glancing  at  the  past,  (continued  Kr.  0.,) 
nothinji;  can  be  fbrther  from  my  intmtion  than 
to  excite  angry  feelings,  or  to  And  gronnds  of 
reproach.  It  would  be  far  more  congenial  to 
my  wishes  that,  on  this  occasion,  we  should 
forget  all  former  unhappy  divisions  and  ani- 
mosities. But,  in  order  to  discover  how  to  get 
out  of  our  difflcalties,  we  mnst  ascertain,  if  we 
can,  how  we  got  into  them. 

Prior  to  that  series  of  unfortunate  measures 
vhioh  had  for  its  object  the  overthrow  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  diacon- 
tinnance  of  its  fiscal  agency  for  the  Govern- 
ment, no  people  upon  eartii  ever  eigoyed  a 
better  onrrenoy,  or  had  exchanges  better  regu- 
lated, than  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Our  monetary  system  i^peared  to  have  attfdned 
as  (^eat  peifeotion  aa  any  thing  hnman  can 
possibly  reacb.  The  combination  of  United 
States  and  local  banks  presented  a  true  image 
cS  our  system  of  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  worked  quite  as  weU.  Not  only 
within  the  oonntiT  had  we  a  local  and  a  general 
vxmacj,  peifbouy  Botmd;  bi^  in  wnetever 


quarter  of  the  globe  American  commerce  had 
penetrated,  there  also  did  the  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  commmid  UDbonaded 
credit  and  confidence.  Now  we  are  in  danger 
of  having  fixed  upon  as,  indefinitely  as  to  time, 
that  medium — an  irredeemable  paper  currency, 
which,  by  the  universal  consent  of  the  com- 
merciu  world,  is  regarded  as  the  worst.  Eov 
has  this  reverse  come  npon  nst  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  it  is  the  result  of  those  measures 
to  whi(^  I  have  adverted?  When  at  the  veiy 
moment  of  adoptins  them,  the  very  otnae- 
quences  which  havtf  hqtpraed  were  foretold  as 
inevitable,  is  it  necessary  to  look  elsewhere  far 
their  cause  ?  Never  was  prediction  more  cUs- 
tinctly  made ;  never  was  fulfilment  more  literal 
and  exact. 

Let  na  suppose  that  those  measures  had  not 
been  adopted;  that  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  been  rechartered;  that  the  pnblie 
deposits  had  remained  undisturbed;  and  that 
the  Treasury  order  had  never  issued :  is  there 
not  every  reason  to  believe  that  we  should  be 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  sound  cnrrency; 
that  the  public  deposits  would  be  now  safe  uid 
forthoommg;  and  thai  the  suspension  of  roeoe 
payments  in  May  last  would  not  have  nap* 
penedf 

The  Message,  to  reconcile  ns  to  oar  misfo^ 
tones,  and  to  exonerate  the  measures  of  ottr 
own  Government  from  all  blame  in  producing 
the  present  state  of  tilings,  refers  to  the  condi- 
tion of  Enrope,  and  especially  to  that  of  Great 
Brittdn.  It  alleges,  that  "in  both  countries 
we  have  witnessed  the  same  redundancy  of 
paper  money,  and  other  facilities  of  credit;  the 
same  spirit  of  speculation ;  the  same  partial  suc- 
cesses ;  the  same  difficulties  and  reverses ;  and, 
at  length,  nearly  the  same  overwhelming  catas- 
trophe." 

Whatever  of  embarrassment  Enrope  has 
recently  experienced  mur  be  satiirfiMtwily  ea- 
rned by  its  trade  and  connection  witit  the 
United  States.  The  degree  of  embarrasBment 
has  been*  marked,  in  the  commercial  countries 
there,  by  the  def^  of  their  connection  wiUi 
the  United  States.  All,  or  almost  all,  the  great 
faUnres  in  Enrope  have  been  of  booses  enga^ 
in  the  American  trade.  Great  Britun,  which, 
as  the  Message  justly  observes,  mmntains  the 
closest  relations  with  us,  has  suffered  meet; 
Prance  next,  and  so  on^  in  the  order  of  th^ 
greater  or  less  commercial  intercoarse  with  us. 
Most  truly  was  it  said  by  the  Senator  frwn 
Georgia,  that>  the  recent  embarrassments  of 
Europe  were  the  embarrassments  of  a  creditor, 
from  whom  payment  was  witiiheld  by  the 
debtor,  and  from  whom  the  predona  metals 
have  been  onneoessarily  withdrawn  by  the 
policy  of  the  same  debtor. 

Since  the  intensity  of  suffering,  and  the  dis- 
astrous state  of  things  in  this  country,  have  far 
transcended  any  thing  tliat  has  occnrrad  in 
Europe,  we  mast  look  here  for  some  peooHir 
and  more  potent  causes  than  any  which  have 
been  in  operation  there.  They  are  to  be  found 
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In  that  leries  of  meamrei  to  which  I  have 
aheady  adverted. 

1st.  The  reto  of  the  bank. 

3d.  The  reoioTal  of  the  depoeita,  with  the 
urgent  injonotion  of  Secretary  Taney  upon  the 
banks  to  enlarge  their  aocommodationa. 

8d.  The  ^Id  bill,  and  the  demand  of  gold 
for  the  foreign  indemnities. 

4th.  Hie  dnnuj  execution  of  the  depodt 
law;  and 

6th.  The  Treasnry  order  of  Jnly,  1886. 

[Here  Mr.  Cut  went  into  an  examination 
of  these  measures  to  ahow  that  the  inflated 
oondidon  ot  the  oonntry,  the  wild  qpecnlatlcma, 
which  had  risen  to  their  height  when  they 
began  to  he  checked  by  I2ie  preparations  of  the 
lottl  banks  necessanr  to  meet  the  deposit  law 
of  June,  1836,  the  final  sospension  of  specie 
payments,  and  the  oonaeqnent  disorders  in  the 
currency,  oonimerce,  and  general  bnsiness  of 
the  conntry,  were  all  to  be  traced  to  the  in- 
flneooe  of  the  measures  enmnerated.  ML  these 
causes  operated  immediately,  direotly,  and 
powerfully  npon  ns,  and  their  ^bots  were 
mdirectlr  felt  in  Eorope.] 

The  Message  imputes  to  the  deposit  law  an 
agwiey  in  prodnoing  the  esdsUog  embarrass- 
ments. This  is  a  cbatve  frequently  made  by 
the  fdenda  ^  the  admmistnmon  against  that 
lav.  It  is  true,  that  the  banks  having  in- 
oeased  tiieir  aommmodations,  in  oonfbnnity 
with  the  orders  of  Secretary  Taney,  it  might 
not  hftve  been  oonvenient  to  recall  and  pay 
them  over  for  pablic  nse.  It  is  tme,  idso,  that 
the  manner  in  which  the  law  was  executed  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  transferring  laroe 
sums  from  creditor  to  debtor  portions  of  the 
conntry,  without  regard  to  the  commerce  or 
business  of  the  ooxmtry,  might  hare  aggravated 
the  inconvenience.  Bat  what  do  those  who 
object  to  the  law  think  onght  to  have  been 
done  with  the  surpluses  whitm  had  accumulat- 
ed, aad  were  dtSfy  aogmmting  to  mck  an  enor- 
mona  amoimt  in  uie  hands  of  the  deport  banks? 
Were  tiiey  to  be  Incwporated  with  thdr  capi- 
tals, and  remain  there  for  Ihe  benefit  of  tne 
•tockholders  ?  Was  it  not  proper  and  Jnst  that 
they  shonid  be  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  people 
from  whom  they  were  collected?  And  wheu- 
erer  and  however  tak«i  fivm  the  depodt  banks, 
woold  not  inconvenience  necessarily  happen  ! 

The  great  evil  under  which  the  country  la- 
bors is  the  BQspenBlon  of  the  banks  to  pay 
apecle,  the  total  derangement  in  all  domestic 
exchanges,  and  the  paralyms  which  has  come 
over  the  whole  bnsmess  of  the  conntry.  In 
regard  to  the  currency,  it  is  not  that  a  given 
amount  of  bank  notes  will  not  now  command 
as  mach  as  the  same  amount  of  spede  would 
hare  done  prior  to  the  snspendon ;  but  it  is  the 
Aztnre,  the  danger  of  an  inconrertible  paper 
money  being  ino^nitely  or  permanently  fixed 
upon  the  pet^de^  that  fills  tnem  with  appre- 
hensi<HiBL  Ow  great  ol^ect  should  be  to  re-es- 
tabliah  a  sound  cDxreat^,  and  Ibienhj  to  rertore 


the  exdiangea  and  rerire  the  bndness  of  the 

country. 

The  first  impresidon  which  the  measures 
brooght  forward  by  the  administration  make, 
is,  that  they  consist  of  temporary  expedients, 
looking  to  the  supply  of  the  necessities  of  the 
Treasury ;  for  so  far  as  any  of  them  possess  a 
permanent  character,  its  tendency  is  ratber  to 
aggravate  than  alleviate  the  Bufferings  of  the 
people.  None  of  them  purpose  to  rectify  tlie 
disorders  in  the  actual  currency  of  the  country ; 
bat  the  people,  the  States,  and  their  banks,  are 
left  to  sbift  for  themselves  as  they  nu^  or  can. 
The  admiidstration,  after  having  intervened 
between  the  States  and  their  banka,  and  taken 
them  hito  the  federal  service,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  States;  after  having  puffed  and 
praised  them ;  after  having  brought  them,  or 
contributed  to  bring  them,  into  their  present 
situation,  now  suddenly  turns  its  back  npon 
them,  leaving  them  to  their  fate  I  It  is  not 
content  with  that ;  it  most  absolutely  discredit 
their  issues.  And  the  very  people  who  were 
told  by  the  administration  that  these  banks 
would  supply  them  with  a  better  currency,  are 
now  left  to  strugrie  as  they  can  with  the  very 
currency  which  uie  Government  recommend^ 
to  them,  but  which  it  now  reftises  itself  to  re- 
odvel 

The  professed  oltJeot  of  the  edmii^stration  is 
to  establish  what  it  terms  the  currreoey  of  the 

coDstitntion,  which  it  pn^ses  to  accomplish 
by  restricting  the  Federal  Government,  in  all 
receipts  and  payments,  to  the  exclostre  nse  of 
spede,  and  by  refusing  all  bank  paper,  whether 
conrertible  or  not  It  disclaims  all  purposes  of 
crippling  or  putting  down  the  banks  of  the 
States ;  but  we  Bholl  better  determine  the  de- 
sign or  the  effect  of  tlie  measures  recommended, 
by  considering  them  together  as  one  system. 

1.  The  first  is  the  sub-Treasmies,  which  are 
to  be  made  the  depositories  of  all  the  specie 
collected  and  paid  out  for  the  service  of  the 
Greneral  Government,  diaoreditii^  and  refo^ng 
all  the  notes  of  the  States,  al&oagh  payable 
and  p^d  in  specie. 

2.  A  banlnnpt  law  for  the  United  States, 
levelled  at  all  the  State  banks^  and  authorizing 
the  seizure  of  tlie  effects  of  any  of  them  that 
stop  payment,  and  the  administration  of  their 
effects  under  the  federal  authority  exclusively. 

8.  A  particular  law  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  which  all  the  corporations  and  people 
of  the  District,  under  serere  pains  and  penalties, 
are  prohibited  from  circulating,  sixty  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  law,  any  paper  whatever, 
not  convertible  ioto  specie  on  demand,  and  are 
made  liable  to  prosecution  by  indictment. 

4.  And  lastly,  the  bill  to  suspend  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instahueDt  to  the  States,  by 
the  provisiona  of  which  the  depout  banks  in- 
debted to  the  Government  are  placed  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  imposdble  to  consider  this  system  with- 
out perodving  that  it  is  idmed  at,  and,  if  carried 
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out,  mast  tenninate  in  the  total  snbTeraion  of 
the  State  backs;  and  that  they  will  be  all 

f laced  at  themercy  of  the  Federal  Government 
t  ia  in  vain  to  protest  that  there  exists  no  de- 
sign against  them.  The  effect  of  these  meas- 
ures cannot  be  misanderstood. 

And  why  this  new  experiment  or  nntried  ex- 
pedient f  The  people  of  this  country  are  tired 
of  experiments.  Ought  not  the  adnunistration 
itodf  to  cease  with  them.  Ought  it  not  to 
take  warning  from  the  events  of  recent  elec- 
tions? Above  all,  shonld  not  the  Senate,  con- 
stituted as  it  now  is,  be  the  last  body  to  lend 
itself  to  forther  experiments  npon  the  bosiness 
and  happiness  of  this  great  people  ?  According 
to  the  latest  expression  of  pnblio  opinion  in  the 
several  States,  the  Senate  is  no  longer  a  tme 
exponent  of  the  will  of  the  States  or  of  the 
people.  If  it  were,  there  would  be  thirty-two 
or  thirty-four  whigs  to  eighteen  or  twenty 
friends  of  the  administration. 

We  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  separate, 
divorce  the  Oovemment  from  the  hanks.  Let 
US  not  be  deluded  by  sonnds.  Senators  might 
as  well  talk  of  separating  the  Govemmei^t  from 
the  StateSfOr  from  the  people,  or  fhnn  Hie 
country.  We  are  all — ^people--States — Union 
— hanks,  bound  up  and  interwoven  together, 
united  in  fortune  and  destiny,  and  all,  all  en* 
titled  to  the  protecting  care  of  a  parental  Gov- 
erument.  Ton  may  as  well  attempt  to  make 
the  Government  breathe  a  different  air,  drink 
a  different  water,  be  lit  and  warmed  by  a  differ- 
ent sun  from  the  people  I  A  hard-money  Gov- 
ernment and  a  paper-money  people  1  A  Gov- 
ernment, an  official  corps — the  servants  of  the 
people— flittering  in  gold,  and  the  people 
themselves,  their  masters,  buried  in  ruin,  and 
surrounded  with  rags. 

No  prudent  or  practical  Govermneut  will  in 
its  measures  run  counter  to  the  long-settled 
habits  and  usages  of  the  people.  Religion, 
language,  laws,  the  established  currency  and 
business  of  the  whole  country,  cannot  be  easily 
or  suddenly  uprooted.  After  the  denomination 
of  our  coin  was  changed  to  dollars  and  cents, 
many  years  elapsed  before  the  old  method  of 
keeping  acoonnts,  in  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  was  abandoned.  And,  to  this  day,  there 
are  probably  some  men  of  the  last  century  who 
adhere  to  it  If  a  fondameotal  change  be- 
comes necessary,  it  should  not  be  sudden,  but 
conducted  by  slow  and  cautious  degrees.  The 
people  of  the  United  States  have  always  been 
a  paper-money  people.  It  was  p^er  money 
that  carried  us  throu^^  the  Bevuntion,  estab- 
lished our  Uberlies,  aim  made  us  a  free  and  in- 
dependent people.  And,  if  the  experience  of 
the  revolutionary  war  convinced  our  ancestors, 
as  we  are  convinced,  of  the  evils  of  an  irre- 
deemable paper  medium,  it  was  put  aside  only 
to  give  place  to  that  convertible  paper  which 
has  so  powerfully  contributed  to  our  rapid  ad- 
vancement, prosperity,  and  greatness. 

The  proposed  substitution  of  an  exclusive 
metaiiio  oonenoy,  to  the  mixed  medium  with 


which  we  have  been  so  long  flnnih'ar,  is  fortM> 
den  by  the  principles  <Hr  eternal  jutice.  Assina- 
ing  the  currency  of  the  count^  to  coonat  <rf 
two-thirds  of  paper  and  one  of  specie ;  mi  ts- 
suming  also  that  the  money  of  a  countiT',  what- 
ever may  be  its  component  parts,  regnlatee  ^ 
values,  and  expresses  the  true  amount  which 
the  debtor  has  to  pay  to  his  creditor,  the  effect 
of  the  change  upon  that  relation,  and  ^knl 
the  property  of  the  conntrr,  woiud  be  noit 
ruinous.  All  property  woua  be  ndnoed  fa 
value  to  one-third  of  its  present  nondid 
amount;  and  every  debtor  would,  in  effeot 
have  to  pay  three  times  as  much  as'  he  bad 
contracted  for.  Hie  pressure  of  our  fordsn 
debt  would  be  three  times  as  great  as  it 
whilst  the  six  hundred  millions,  whidh  is  about 
the  Bom  now  probably  due  to  the  banks  from 
the  people,  would  be  multiplied  into  oghteui 
hundrea  millions. 

But  there  are  some  mote  speclflo  objecticos 
to  this  project  of  sub-treasuries,  which  deserve 
to  be  noticed.  The  first  is  its  Insecurity.  Tba 
sub-treasurer  and  his  bondsmen  CMmslitiito  die 
only  guaranty  for  the  safety  of  flie  hnnam 
sums  pnblio  numey  whloh  pass  tibroogh  Us 
hands,  isthistobectnnparea  witJkthatwUth 
is  possessed  through  the  agency  of  bsnkal 
The  collector,  who  is  to  be  ih&  sab-treasnrer, 
pays  ibe  money  to  the  bank,  and  the  bank  to 
the  ^bnrsing  officer.  Here  are  three  die^; 
you  propose  to  destroy  two  of  them,  and  fiitt 
most  important  of  all,  the  bank,  with  its  ma- 
chinery of  prefndent,  directors,  cashier,  t(Il», 
and  clerks,  all  of'  whom  are  so  many  seotinelB. 
At  the  very  moment  when  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  tells  us  how  well  his  sub-IVeasmy  sys- 
tem works,  he  has  communicated  to  Congress  s 
circular,  signed  by  himself  ezhibitdng  his  As- 
trust  in  it;  for  he  directs,  in  that  drctdar,  tkit 
the  pnbUo  mcm^s,  when  they  amooirt  to  a  Iai|a 
sum,  shall  be  speoially  deporited  wtth  mm 
very  banks  which  he  would  repudiate.  In  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  (other  gentlemen-  can  speak 
of  their  respective  States,)  althon^  it  has  ex- 
isted bnt  abbnt  forty-five  years,  l£re6  treesor' 
ers,  selected  by  the  Legislature  for  thdr  es- 
tablished characters  of  honor  and  probity, 
proved  faithless.  And  the  history  <tf  the  de- 
linquency of  one  is  the  history  of  alL  •  It 
commenced  in  human  weakness,  yidding  to 
earnest  solicitations  for  temporary  louis,  with 
the  most  positive  assurwces  of  a  pnnotoal  re- 
turn. -  In  no  instance  was  there  orij^nally  say 
intention  to  defraud  tiie  public.  We  shoslid  not 
expose  poor  weak  human  nature  to  such  tevp* 
tations.  How  eaqr  will  it  b^  as  has  been  doM^ 
to  indemnify  the  sureties  out  cS  the  pnUio 
money,  and  squander  the  reridne  t 

2.  TLbd.  there  is  the  liabililj  to  &Toriti8in. 
In  the  receipts,  a  political  partisan  or  friend 
may  be  accommodated  in  the  payment  of  duties, 
in  the  disbursement,  in  the  purchase  of  billa, 
in  drafts  upon  convenient  and  &Torable  offices, 
and  in  a  thousand  ways, 

S.  Hie  fearful  increase  <tf  Executive  pabiu- 
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age.  Hundreds  and  thonsands  of  new  offioers 
are  to  be  oreated ;  for  this  bill  is  a  mere  com- 
mencement of  tb«  system,  and  all  are  to  be 
placed  nnder  the  direct  control  of  the  Presi- 
dent 

The  Senator  from  Booth  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) thinks  that  the  Executive  is  now  weak, 
vnd  that  no  danger  is  to  be  i^tprehended  from 
its  patronage.  IwishtoGodloottldseetheanb- 
Jeot  in  the  same  lij^t  that  he  does.  I  wish 
that  I  ooald  feel  free  from  that  alarm  at  Execu- 
tive eaeroaehfflcnta  by  which  he  and  I  wne  so 
recently  animated.  When  and  how,  let  me  ask, 
has  that  poww,  lately  so  fearfiil  and  formidable, 
■addenly  become  so  weak  and  harmless  V 
Wliere  is  that  corps  of  one  hundred  thousand 
<^Sco-b(^ders  and  dependants  whose  organized 
■trengtii,  directed  by  the  will  of  a  nnsle  man, 
was  htely  held  up  in  snch  -vivid  colors  and 
powerfal  langaage  by  a  report  made  by  the 
Senator  himself  f  When  were  they  disbanded ! 
What  has  become  of  proscription  ?  Its  victims 
may  be  exhansted,  but  the  spirit  and  the  pow- 
er which  saorifioed  them  remain  onsabdned. 
What  of  th«  ^amlsring  power?  'What  of  the 
TBtot  Of  that  practice  of  wiUiholdii^  bills, 
ocntrarT  to  the  oonstitnticai,  still  more  repre- 
headbte  than  the  abnses  of  the  veto?  Of 
Treasory  orders,  pnt  in  force  and  m^tuned 
in  defiance  and  eontempt  of  the  legislative  an- 
titoaHtj  t  And,  althooah  last,  not  least,  of  that 
expuDginff  power  which  d^aded  the  Senate, 
and  plac<4  it  at  the  feet  of  the  Executive  1 

'Which  of  all  these  enormous  powers  and 

Sretenuons  has  the  present  Chief  Kagistrate 
isavowed  ?  So  far  from  disclaiming  any  one 
of  them.,  has  he  not  announced  his  intention  to 
follow  in  the  very  footsteps  of  his  predecessor! 
And  has  he  not  done  it?  "Was  it  against  the 
persMi  of  Andrew  Jadtson  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  so  ably  oo-operated  witb 
mt  Ko^  ear,  no,  sir,  no.  It  was  against  his 
miipaUcnu,  as  we  believed  them ;  ag^nst  his 
arlntrary  admiiustration ;  above  aU,  against 
that  tremendous  and  frigbtfol  augmentation 
of  the  power  oi  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
GoTemment,  that  we  patriotically  but  vunly 
eocteoded.  The  person  of  the  Chief  Kagistrate 
ia  changed,  but  tiiere  stands  the  Executive  pow- 
eTj  perpetaated  in  all  its  vast  magnitude,  nndi- 
miiusbed,  reasserted,  and  overshadowing  all  the 
other  departments  <Mf  the  Government,  Every 
trophy  which  the  late  President  won  from  them 
now  deooratee  the  Executive  mandon.  Every 
power  which  he  tore  from  a  Ueeding  oonstitn- 
tiim,  is  now  in  the  Executive  armory,  ready,  as 
tima  and  occainon  may  prompt  the  listing  in- 
cumbent, whoever  be  may  be,  to  be  thundered 
against  Ute  liberties  of  the  people. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives  or  the 
coorse  of  others,  X  owe  it  to  myself  and  to  truth 
to  say.  that,  in  deprecating  the  election  of  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackson  to  the  office  of  Chief 
Magistrate,  it  was  not  from  any  private  oon- 
siderationa,  but  because  I  considered  it  would 
bo  a  great  oalamity  to  my  ooontry ;  and  th^ 


in  whatever  opposition  I  made  to  measures  of 
his  administration,  which  more  than  realized 
my  very  worst  appreheiuions,  I  was  guided 
solely  by  a  sense  of  public  duty.  And  I  do 
now  declare  my  solemn  and  nniUiaken  convic- 
tion that,  until  the  Executive  power,  as  enlarg- 
ed, extended,  and  consolidated  by  him,  is  re- 
duced within  its  true  constitutional  limits,  there 
is  no  permanent  security  for  tide  liborties  waA 
happiness  of  this  people. 

4.  Lastiy,  pass  this  nil,  and  whatever  divorce 
its  fHends  may  profess  to  be  its  aim,  that  perfl- 
oua  union  of  tixe  purse  and  the  sword,  so  justly 
dreaded  by  our  British  and  Revolutionary  an- 
cestors, becomes  alisoluto  and  complete.  And 
who  can  doubt  it  who  knows  that  over  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  'Washington,  and 
every  sub-Treasurer,  the  President  claimB  the 
powertoexerciseuncontrolledsway?  To  exact 
implicit  obedience  to  bis  will  ? 

The  Message  states  that,  in  the  process  both 
of  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,  the  officers  who  perform  it  act  under 
the  Executive  commands ;  and  U  argues  that, 
therefore,  the  custody  auo  of  the  Treasury 
might  as  well  be  oonfided  to  the  Exeoutivo 
care.  I  think  the  aat&e  oondudon  is  directly 
opponte.  The  possesnon  of  so  much  power 
over  the  national  treasure  b  just  cause  of  re- 
^t,  and  furnishes  a  stnuig  reason  for  dimin- 
ishing it,  if  possible,  but  none  for  its  increase, 
none  for  giving  the  whole  power  over  the  purse 
to  the  Chief  Magistrato. 

Entert^ning  the  views  which  1  have  present- 
ed, it  may  be  asked  why  I  do  not  at  once  pro- 
p<»e  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank.  I 
have  already  adverted  to  the  cause.  Consti- 
tuted as  Congress  now  is,  I  know  that  such  a 
pn^MdHoa  would  be  d^aated;  and  that  it 
would  be  therefore  useless  to  make  It  I  do 
not  dedre  to  force  upon  the  Senate,  or  upon 
Uie  country,  agunst  its  will,  if  I  could,  my 
opinion,  however  nncerely  and  strongly  enter- 
t^ned.  If  a  national  bank  be  estabushed,  its 
stability  and  its  utility  will  depend  npon  the 
general  conviction  which  is  f^t  of  its  neeessKr. 
And  until  such  a  conviction  is  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  peopICj  and  clearly  manifested  by 
them,  it  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  unwise 
even  to  propose  a  bank. 

Of  the  smeme  of  the  Senator  from  Yirginia 
(Ut.  BiTifl)  I  think  now  as  I  thought  in  1884. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  practicable  connection 
of  State  banks  can  supply  a  general  currency, 
be  a  safe  depontory  of  the  public  moneys^  or 
act  efficiently  as  a  fiscal  asent  of  the  Genotd 
GoveramenL  Z  was  not  then  exposed  to  the 
State  banks  in  their  prcqper  sphere.  I  thonght 
that  they  could  not  be  reUea  upon  to  form  ex- 
oinsively  a  hanking  system  for  the  oonntry, 
although  they  were  essential  ports  of  a  general 
system. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator,  considered 
as  a  measure  to  bring  about  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments,  so  much  desired,  I  think  must 
Wl.  The  motiro  which  it  hdds  out  of  the 
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recoivability  in  all  payments  to  the  Govera- 
ment,  of  the  p^r  of  saoh  banks  as  may  re- 
Bome  bj  a  given  day,  ooDpled  with  the  oondi- 
tioDS  proiKwed,  is  wholly  inadequate.  It  is  an 
offer  to  eight  hundred  bsnlu ;  and  the  revenue 
payment  ^  which  in  their  notes  is  held  out  as 
the  ioduoement,  amoonts  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty-fire  mtlUoDS.  To  entitle  them  to  the 
inconsiderable  extension  of  their  oiroalation, 
which  would  resolt  from  the  credit  given  by 
Government  to  the  paper  of  all  of  them,  they 
are  required  to  submit  to  a  suppressiou  of  all 
notes  below  five  dollars,  and  at  no  very  distant 
period  to  all  below  twenty.  The  enlargement 
of  tJieir  circulation,  produced  by  making  it  re- 
ceivable by  Government,  would  be  much  less 
than  the  contraction  which  would  arise  from 
the  suppression  of  the  prohibited  notes.  Be- 
sides, if  the  quality  proposed  again  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  notes  of  tbeae  local  banks  was 
Insitffldent  to  prevent  the  soBpension,  how  can 
it  be  ftflScadons  enough  to  stimulate  a  resnmp- 
Uon  of  specie  p^mmts? 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  if  called  upon  to  ^ve  a 
vote  between  the  project  of  the  administration 
and  tiie  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Yir- 

r'  lia,  vote  for  the  latter,  because  it  is  harmless, 
it  effects  no  good,  and  looks  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  State  banks;  whilst  the  other  is 
fraught  witli  mischiefs,  as  I  believe,  and  tends, 
if  it  be  not  designed,  to  the  utter  destruction 
of  those  institutions.  But,  preferring  to  either 
the  poetponement  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  I  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  vote  for 
that. 

Bach,  Hr.  Prerident,  are  the  views  whioh  I 
entertain  on  the  {uresent  state  of  our  imUlc  af- 
fidrs.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  that  I  can 
perodva  no  remedy,  but  such  as  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  people  themiselves.  Whenever  they  shall 
impress  upon  Congress  a  conviction  of  that 
which  they  wish  applied,  they  will  obtain  it, 
and  not  before.  In  the  mean  time,  let  us  go 
home  and  mix  with  and  consult  our  constitu- 
ents. And  do  not,  I  entreat  you,  let  us  carry 
with  us  the  burning  reproach,  that  our  meas- 
ures here  display  a  selfish  solicitude  for  the 
Government  itself  but  a  cold  and  heartieas  in- 
senaibiHty  to  tiie  sufferings  of  a  bleeding 
peo^e. 

When  Hr.  Cut  had  onuluded  his  remarks, 
The  question  was  taken  on  ib.  Erao's  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  bUl  until  December  next, 
and  decaded  in  the  native,  as  follows : 

Tkul— Hems.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentndiy, 
OnrtOD,  Crittendoi,  Kent,  King  of  Oeo^a,  Knight, 
Mel  Ceao,  Nicholas,  Kentin,  Robbins,  Buggies,  Smith 
of  lodiatu,  Bpence,  Tipton,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
liams—19. 

NxTS. — ^Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bodianan, 
CalhooD,  Qay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hub- 
bard, Kiiur  of  Alabama,  Unn,  Lyon,  Horns,  Niles, 
Norrell,  Pierce,  Preston,  lUves,  Bosne,  Boblnmn, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  TaUmadge,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wrij^  TouDg— 2?. 

Oa  motiiHi  at  Kr.  Wbubt,  tiie  action  oa  the 


[nirtmaia,  1M7. 

snb-Treasory  bill  was  inframally  suspended  tin 
to-morrow,  by  unanimous  oonsent,  and  the  two 
following  bilb  were  sucoesavely  taken  up  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  re«£ng, 
viz: 

The  bin  to  rendt  the  duties  on  certain  gooBa 
destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in  Hew  Tcvk ;  and 

The  biU  making  further  provision  for  the 
suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  for  18S7. 

Mr.  WmoHT  further  stated,  that  though  he 
was  anxious  for  the  bill  anthcnizing  the  deposit 
of  merchandise  in  public  stores  to  be  acted  on 
without  delay,  yet,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  (Bfr.  Calhoun)  had  e^ressed  a  wish 
for  its  further  postponement,  unless  the  Senate 
wished  otherwise,  he  should  pass  it  lij  at  pres- 
ent, aad  oaU  it  np  in  a  few  days. 


TuKBDAT,  September  38. 
A  2fati0nal  Bank. 

Tlie  Senate,  on  motion  of  Kr.  WmoBr,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  oonrideration  of  the  fbUowing 
resolution,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance, on  petitions  from  New  Orleans,  St  Looii, 
and  other  quarters,  for  a  United  States  bank. 

''Retclvtd,  That  the  prayw  of  the  pettttoBM 
avf^  not  to  be  granted." 

Mr.  Ci.AT,  of  Kentucky,  sud  he  did  not  see 
much  utility  in  acting  on  a  negative  resdotiMt 
of  this  kind.  He  reoonected  bat  one  ezamrie 
of  a  similar  resolution,  and  that  was  daring  Uie 
session  of  Congress  when  the  declaration  of  ^ 
late  war  was  made  against  Great  Britaio.  Ibe 
resolution  was  offered  by  that  most  extraordi- 
nary man,  now  no  more,  Mr.  Randolph,  of 
Virginia.  Learning  that  the  Message  of  Ifr. 
Madison  to  Congress  would  recommend  a  dec- 
laration of  war,  he  rose  in  his  place,  two  m 
three  days  before  it  was  presented,  uid  vSaiA. 
a  resolution  similar  to  thu,  that  it  was  ino^iefi- 
ent  to  declare  war  against  Great  Britain,  ft 
was,  however,  got  rid  of,  in  some  way  or  otto, 
without  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  think,  as  he  had  dedsred 
yesterday,  tiiat  it  was  expedient  to  express  any 
opinion  on  this  subject  at  this  time ;  and  be 
would  submit  it  to  gentiemen  whether  It  were 
not  better  that  it  should  lie  on  the  table.  He 
thought  there  would  be  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  the  resolution  now  stood  under  presmt 
circumstances.  Mr.  C.  thought  they  had  better 
not  now  establish  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
much  as  it  appeared  to  be  necessary  to  relier^ 
the  country.  But,  if  it  was  not  to  be  laid  on 
the  table,  Mr.  0.  moved  to  amend  it  by  the  fol- 
lowing substitute : 

Jteaolved,  That  it  be  expe^ent  to  estiUiAs 
United  States  bank  whenever  it  shall  bo  msnifoted 
that  a  dear  m^ori^  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  in  favor  of  such  an  mstitution. 

On  this  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  ugt] 
which  were  ordered. 
After  debate,  the  questtoa  ww  taken  on  cmo 
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proportion,  and  on  Mr.  Ou.T^8  snbstltate  first, 
'wbieh  vas  r^ected  hj  the  following  Tote : 

Tus.— Hmsm.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eentacky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dnrla,  Kent,  Enifi^t,  FrentiaB, 
Bobbinn,  Smith  <tf  InAana,  Spenoe,  SAft,  Webster 
— 14. 

N1.T& — ^Messn.  Allen,  Benton,  Bochmuoi,  Cal- 
bova,  Clay  of  Aliih^ma^  Fulton,  Orandy,  Hubbard, 
Ung  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Horris,  Ntch- 
olas,  NUes,  Korrell,  Kves,  Roane,  BoUnscm,  &nitb 
of  Oonne^ieut,  Stnmge,  TsUmadge,  Walkw,  Wall, 
While,  WilHBiiH,  Wri^  Tonng—Wt. 

The  origin^  resolataon  as  reported  by  the 
oommittee,  was  then  adopted,  as  follows : 

YmiB. — Venn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Oalhoan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
batd,  KioK  ^  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
hyon,  Vf^Cean,  Votris,  Kiclwlas,  MOee,  Norvell, 
Fierce,  ffives,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sialth  of  Connecti- 
cut, Strange,  Tallmadge.  Walker,  WaU,  White,  W 
Bams,  Wiubt,  Todng— 81. 

Nats.— k easrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
CUjton,  CiitteDdeo,  K^t,  Kni^t,  FrentiBa,  Bobbins, 
Ehnith  of  bi^ana,  ^wnoe,  Swift,  T^ton,  Webster— 


Wkdnudit,  September  27. 

Sub- Treasury  Bill. 

The  bin  imposing  additional  duties  on  pablio 
officers,  making  them  depositaries  of  the  pablio 
TeveDue,  together  with  Mr.  Oalbodh's  amend- 
ment thereto,  being  taken  np, 

[Mr.  Walker  fbUowed  Ifr.  Clay,  and  replied  to 
him,  point  by  point,  on  all  the  csuaes  alleged  by  him 
as  producing  the  present  distress;  and  then  pro- 
oseded:] 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Kentocky  tells  as  that 
the  bill  under  consideratioa  would  increase 
Ibecutire  patronage.  Now,  the  bill  creates  no 
additional  ofScers ;  it  gives  to  the  President  no 
additional  control  over  the  existing  officers ;  it 
merdy  imposes  additional  dnties  upon  ezisting 
ofiScers,  requiring  tiiem  not  only  to  receive,  but 
to  keep  s^ely,  without  use  or  loan,  till  the 
period  disbursement,  the  pnblio  moneys.  I 
can  see  here  no  increase  of  Ezecative  patron- 
age. But  this  question  most  be  examined  by 
eompaiiam  with  the  {uropoaed  aobstitate^ 
namely,  a  re-adoption  of  the  deposit  hank  sys- 
tem. Now,  no  argument  has  heretofore  beoi 
more  atroogly  uived  by  the  opponents  of  1i» 
administration,  than  the  vast  and  inorearing 
patronage  the  depomt  bank  system  would  con- 
fer upon  the  Fre«dent  of  the  United  StatM. 
These  banks  were  denomin^ed  pet  banks — the 
President's  banks — and  again  and  agun  was  it 
aaid  that  the  late  Preddent  desired  to  retun 
the  surplns  in  these  banks,  (these  miserable  de- 
posit banks,  as  they  were  then  expreraly  called 
Vr  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,)  with  a  view  to 
ioflnenoe  the  approaching  election.  Nor  was 
thiaargoBMBtcxmfinedtotiuaohamber;  but  in 
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the  House  of  Representatives,  at  the  last  session, 
a  committee  was  ndsed  by  the  opposition  to 
prove,  among  other  thin^  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  influence  of  the  deposit  l>ank  system, 
as  connected  with  the  agent  of  that  system, 
and  the  Treasury  Department  It  would  be 
really  amusing  to  read  some  of  the  speeches  of 
the  opposition  members  at  that  period,  <^noanc- 
ing  the  corrupting  infloences  of  the  deposit 
bfmk  system,  and  tiie  vast  patronage  it  oonfer- 
red  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Tlreasnry.  I 
have  not  time  to  read  these  speeches  to  the 
Senate ;  but,  from  the  documents  presented  by  - 
this  committee,  I  wiU  refer  to  two  letters  by 
them  published.  The  first  is  from  the  cashier 
of  the  deposit  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont, 
under  date  of  January  26.  1886.  The  cashier 
says :  "  Being  located  in  tne  same  place  where 
a  branch  of  uie  United  States  Bank  was  estaV 
lished,  and  as  we  are  a  deposit  bank,  when  tiie 
branch  here  discontinnea  its  operations,  the 
pablio  seemed  to  expect  that  we  could  at  onco 
afford  the  same  laoilities  and  acoommodationa 
that  they  rajoyed  when  tlie  branch  was  doing 
bn^ess.  There  has  been,  on  the  part  oi  our 
directors,  a  desire  to  meet  Hiia  expectation; 
and  the  conseqnencee  have  been  that  a  very 
sendble  change  has  taken  place,  politically,  in 
&Tor  of  the  Government :  and,  as  it  is  our  de- 
sire to  strengthen  tiiat  sentiment,  we  feel  that 
it  is  important  to  afford  oar  farmers  and  raer- 
obantE^  the  coming  apring,  a  pretty  eztendro 
aocomiuodation,  in  anticipation  of  the  wool 
dip."  . 

Here  the  sensible  political  change  in  favor  of 
the  Government,  produced  by  this  bank  deposi- 
tory, is  dearly  s^ted,  and  the  importance  of 
augmenting  it,  by  enabling  the  bank  to  dia* 
count  more  freely  on  the  Government  depoat^ 
is  strongly  urged  by  tiie  cashier  of  the  bank, 
I  mi^t  detain  the  Senate  for  weeks  by  qno- 
tationa  from  similar  letters ;  bat  only  make  one 
other  reference.  It  is  to  the  letter  of  the  prea- 
ideot.  directors  and  cashier  of  the  Seventh 
Ward  Bank  of  New  York  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  Deoembw  16, 168S,  and  Is 
as  follows : 

"  We,  the  Bubscribera.  offlcm  and  directors  in  the 
Seventh  Ward  Bank,  in  tiie  dty  of  New  Tori^ 
fHends  of  the  admiidstntion,  and  of  Ae  revered 
chief  at  the  head  of  ttie  Govemment,  do  solicit  a 
portion  of  the  fiacd  patronage  of  the  United  States 
IVeasoiy  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the  terms  as 
thoae  most  frvwable  to  the  Govenunent.** 

Oan  any  man  peruse  this  letter  witiiout  foel- 
ings  of  loathing  and  disgust  t— yet  it  is  tram 
fourteen  of  the  most  reqtectable  bankers  of  onr 
great  commercial  metropolis.  Does  it  not 
demonstrate  the  dangerous  tendencies  and  in- 
fluences of  this  deposit  bank  system  t  An  en- 
tire bank,  through  all  its  officers  and  directors, 
soliciting  "  a  portion  of  the  flscal  patronage  of 
the  United  States  Treasury,"  on  the  gronnda 
that  tiiey  were  **  friends  of  the  administration  I 
Thia  report,  pabliahed  in  Uaroh  last,  containing 
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these  dooTiments,  I  never  perused  till  after  the 
dose  of  the  last  aession  of  Oongrees.  The  de- 
posit hank  system,  it  is  well  known,  in  Kiseis- 
rippi  was,  in  its  orig^,  no  fitvorite  measure  of 
nunc ;  in  fact,  it  was  the  first  measure  of  oar 
pstriotio  Presidemt  to  which  I  bad  evw  express- 
ed any  dissent ;  and  I  only  afterwards  gave  it 
my  reluctant  assent  as  an  alternative  to  what 
the  developrnfflits  of  the  spring  of  1884  demon- 
strated to  be  a  greater  evil,  and  still  more  dan- 
gerous measure,  the  establishment  of  any  bank 
of  tiie  United  States.  But  who  can  peruse 
these  letters,  and  deny,  in  the  face  of  the 
American  peopl&  that  this  deposit  bank  system 
did  enormously  increase  the  power  and  fiscal 

C'  -onage  of  the  Goremment,  and  that  in  the 
ds  of  a  corrupt  Secretary,  and  aspiring 
President,  it  might  be  made  a  politieal  engine 
of  the  most  dangerous  and  alarming  oharactert 
That  it  was  not  so  used,  or  attempted  to  be 
used,  by  our  venerable  Preddent,  or  inoomipt- 
ible  Secretary,  is  proved  by  tlie  documents  ac- 
companying the  reports  to  which  I  have  refer- 
red ;  but  that  it  was  susceptible  of  such  abuse 
is  alao  as  clearly  demonstrated.  And  what  is 
the  extent  of  this  "  fiscal  patronage  ? "  "Why, 
by  the  last  return  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
IVeasary  we  see,  nnder  the  last  law,  the  num- 
ber of  deposit  banks  increased  to  eighty-nme, 
witJi  upwards  of  eighty  millions  of  capital, 
ftnd  discounts  of  notes  and  bills  of  exchange 
amounting  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  this  immense  moneyed  power 
was  snt^eoted  to  the  inflaence  and  control  of 
ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury :  for  the  whole 
bank  correspondence  w91  clearly  demonstrate 
that  many  of  these  banks,  ftom  time  to  time, 
owed  their  very  existence  to  the  forbearance 
ctf  the  Secretary  of  the  Troasuty,  and  that  often 
a  Treasury  draft  or  transfer  warrant  would 
have  reduced  tbem  to  a  state  of  bankruptcy. 
True  it  is,  that  all  of  the  deposit  banks  could 
not  thus  have  been  destroyed  by  the  Secretary ; 
yet  the  profits  of  all  would  be  greatly  inilu- 
«nced  by  the  amount  of  revenue  he  deposited 
with,  or  withdrew  from  them,  TVhat,  tiien, 
was  this  power  ?  It  was  a  power  over  eighty- 
nine  of  the  strongest  confederated  banks  in  the 
Uuionj  with  this  enormoos  amount  of  loans  and 
oapital,  and  with  stookholdera,  ^btors,  and 
customers,  at  least  one  hundred  ttwnsmd  in 
number,  all  affected  by  the  movements  of  the 
Beoretary  of  the  Treasory  in  the  dulxibntion 
or  withdrawal  of  the  deposits.  In  Hay  last, 
the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasory  had  neoeesarily 
distributed  among  these  iostitntions  more  than 
thirty  milUons  of  public  depoaita.  "What  a 
tremendous  extent  of  power  and  patronage  I 
Why,  si^  it  was  almost  the  lever  of  Archime- 
des ;  and,  if  this  system  had  gone  on  progress* 
ing  and  angmenting,  soon,  very  soon,  the  banks,  ^ 
by  their  power,  must  have  controlled  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  t^e  Government  controlled  the 
banks.  And  now,  when  tiie  President  proposes 
to  snrrender  eSi  this  money,  and  power,  and 
patronage,  to  dissolve  tids  dangerous  eonnectioti 
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I  between  the  banks  and  the  Gov^nment,  shaU 
he  be  opposed  in  this  measure  by  those  who  so 
Utdy  dfflMnmoed  the  whole  depodt  bonk  ^stem 
as  tue  Tery  climax  of  pdioeal  corroptiont 
And  what  do  we  see  now,!  Why,  this  career 
of  ilUmitable  disooonts  by  banks  on  Goran* 
ment  depodts  is  closed  for  the  prseent,  and 
the  still  more  dangerous  attitude  u  exhiUte^ 
in  which  it  is  but  too  probable  that  very  many 
of  the  banks  may  soon  be  raed  by  the  Govan- 
ment  to  recover  the  public  moneys^  or  rather 
the  States  that  own  in  whtde  or  m  part  so 
many  of  these  banks,  and  the  debtors  tiiat  owe 
tbem ;  for,  as  the  banlu  can  only  collect  their 
moneys  by  suits  against  their  debtors,  to  see 
the  banks  at  present  is  to  sne  the  pec^e.  It 
was  in  view  of  this.state  of  facts  that  I  soo- 
oeeded,  a  few  days  dnce,  in  pR^(Hi^ng  the  time 
given  to  the  deposit  banks  to  make  payment  to 
the  Government  firom  two,  five,  and  eight,  to 
four,  six,  and  nine  months,  lieing  the  longest 
exteniQon  I  could  obtain  for  them ;  and,  upon 
payment  of  the  first  instalment,  iLe  two  last 
ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  will  be,  still  further 
prolonged  at  the  next  sessicm.  But  I  could  not 
OQt  fed  bnmiliated,  by  the  reflection  that  bo 
many  of  my  most  worthy  constituents — ^indod- 
ing  two  of  onr  largest  State  institotuma,  sad 
the  State  itself  the  principal  proprietM"  of  one 
of  them — should  be  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  a  suit  against  any  of  them  could  in  any 
event  Iw  resorted  to— a  podtion  arisuiff  oat  of 
tliis  most  unholy  oonneotiou  betwem  ue  baoki 
and  the  Treasory— a  otmneotion  of  nnnuxed 
evils,  disastrous  to  the  bank^  the  States,  the 
pe^le,  and  the  Government 

Weil,  then,  may  the  Senator  from  8(sith 
Oarolimi,  (Mr.  Oixhovh,)  who  haa  on  this  flow 
so  repeatedly  opposed'  the  aogmentation  of 
^eontive  power — well  may  he  support  tiie  bill 
now  under  oonsideratitm ;  because  it  not  <uil7 
adds  nothing  to  Executive  patronage,  bnt  takes 
fh)m  it  that  alarming  patronage  and  power  that 
it  could  have  acquired  through  the  deposit  bank 
^stem.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  South  GaroSiia 
is  right;  and  I  hail  him  back  witii  pleasure^ on 
this  question,  to  the  ranlcs  of  the  democracy, 
of  which  he  was  so  long  the  pride  and  orna- 
ment, when  in  March,  1824,  Z  assisted  In  the 
great  democratic  convration  of  my  native  State 
m  nominatiiw  him  upon  the  Jaekson  tkfc^ 
the  second  office  in  uie  gift  of  the  people.  Sr, 
if  he  can  go  no  flirther  with  ns,  let  him  at  leait 
aid  ua  in  brmking  down  this  oversliadownig 
^ecutive  power,  vm  dangerous  and  eomqrtiiis 
fiscal  patronage,  growing  ont  of  this  unhallowed 
confederate  of  bai^  and  State,  throwing  aade 
aU  other  oonsklerations,  and  sacrificing  his 
personal  prejudices  on  the  altar  o(  his  ooaiiti^*s 
good.  Sir,  I  have  heard  much  atwat  Exeeative 
patrtmage  as  lurking  in  some  of  the  features  ot 
this  bill;  but  if  it  be  so,  it  must  be  de^  oon- 
cealed  indeed,  for  no  one  has  pointed  «Bt  how 
it  is  accomplished.  Yagiie  ana  geoenl  dsm- 
dation  we  have  indeed  bad.  but  how  one  iota 
of  power  or  patnoiage  will  M  •unfcrrad  on  tha 
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Presia«zit  by  thU  bUI,  In  addition  to  that  which 
he  afa-eadj  possesses,  has  not  been  designated ; 
bnt  were  it  so,  the  bank  patronage,  of  which 
this  biU  deprivea  him,  woold  be  inmiitelj  great- 
er. ThQ  recdvers,  who  are  made  depoutoriea 
for  safe-keeping  only  natil  disbursement,  were 
alt^ady  depositories  nntil  the  transfer  of  the 

Snblic  moneys  to  the  banks ;  and  this  bill  only 
Ispenses  with  one  class  of  this  doable  set  of 
depositories— the  banks.  The  machinery  was 
thns  made  more  complex  and  dangerous.  The 
nxmey  eolleoted  hy  uie  Goranment  tnm  the 
people  waa  not  loaned  ont  to  the  pei^le  who 
pida  it,  bnt  deported  with  banks,  to  be  loaned 
ont  br  them  to  bank  &Torites,  and  to  increase 
the  dividends  of  a  few  incorporated  stockhold- 
ers. The  people  were  taxed  for  rerenne,  to  be 
oonTerted  mto  bank  capital,  stimulating  thw 
over-issnea,  and  rendering  their  condition  more 
flnotnating  and  preoarioos.  The  flnotnaUon  of 
banking  business  is  bad  enough  under  any  oir- 
cumstancea.  Why,  then,  should  we  augment 
their  natural  tendency  to  orer-issne  by  Govern- 
ment deposits?  Wul  not  the  banks  Issue 
enough  of  fsper  wil&ont  Haa  artificial  stimn- 
losl  Ifhjf  then,  dtoald  the  Govenunent  in- 
flate their  issnes,  and  drive  them  on  more 
rapidly  to  ex^od<m  t  Why  not  1^  them  bank 
upon  Hieir  own  capital  and  thdr  own  cretit, 
without  depending  upon  the  Government  for 
both — for  capital  in  Government  depodta,  and 
for  credit  in  Government  endorsement  for  all 
their  notes,  as  receivable  in  revenue  payments? 
Is  it  not  seen  that  the  most  insolvent  bank  in 
the  Union  might  thus  be  pnffed  by  the  Govern* 
ment  into  great  and  extensive  temporary  im- 
portance, and  then,  when  the  Government 
patronage  was  withdrawn,  their  depredated 
paper  fan  dead  and  worthless  in  the  hands  of 
an  nnsospecting  community  t 

The  neddent's  Ibssage  Is  against  the  ex- 
tension ot  Exeentive  patronage.  Its  cardinal 
doctrine  is  tills :  "A  limitation  of  the  expenses 
of  the  Government  to  its  actual  wants,  and  of 
the  revenue  to  those  expenaea."  Thi^  then,  is 
the  PresidMit's  doctrine^  openly  stowm  fai  nis 
Message— reduce  your  expenses,  reduce  your 
revenues.  This  was  the  flag  under  which  I 
hare  fought  ever  since  enteting  this  chamt}er ; 
H  is  the  nag  under  which  I  opposed  your  ex- 
travagant bills  for  local  and  sectional  unprove- 
ments ;  it  is  the  priodple  I  espoused  at  tiie  first 
session  of  my  service,  coatiJned  in  my  resolu- 
tion to  reduce  the  revenue  from  the  tariff  and 
public  lands  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
It  is  the  great  principle  oonbuned  in  the  land 
bni  proposed  by  me!  reducing  to  settlers  the 
price  of  the  public  luids,  and  confining  the 
sales  to  them;  it  is  the  great  principle  upon 
which  I  relied  for  the  rednction  of  the  tari^ 
and  especially  the  aboli^lng  of  llie  doty  upon 
aah,  that  most  odious  duty  upon  light  and  heat, 
la  formhig  salt  from  soiar  evaporation ;  and, 
Ivtiy,  it  is  the  great  prindple  upon  which,  at 
the  first  as  well  as  the  last  session,  I  opposed, 
in  emy  fDmi,  tibe  sarins  distribntfcm  p<^y, 


that  mother  of  tarifb,  haaks,  and  of  the  very 
catastrophe  which  now  overwhelms  us.  Be- 
dnction  of  the  expenses  and  of  the  revenue, 
economy  in  all  pnblic  expen^tnres,  and  no 
"  interference  with  the  pursuits  of  the  citizen." 
"  No  special  favors  to  individuals  or  any  classes 
of  tiieio,  to  create  ^sterns  of  agriculture,  man- 
nfactnrea,  or  trade."  These  are  the  doctrines 
of  the  Hesaage ;  and  do  they  Milarge  Szecotive 
patronage!  How  is  Ezeontive  patronage  en- 
larged t  It  is  eU^y  by  extending  the  powers 
of  this  Government,  and  angmeoting  its  rer- 
enues;  for  every  increase  m  the  powers  and 
revenue  of  the  GoTenunent,  is  an  angmentation 
oftiiepoweroftheExeoBtive  functionary.  Iliis 
the  Message  avoids ;  bnt  what  measares  woold 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  give  us  to  reduce 
Executive  patronage?  Hia  policy  would  rivo 
us  a  quadruple  alliance  between  the  snr^na, 
the  bank,  the  tarifi',  and  internal  improvements, 
all  oertunly  tending  to,  and  tennmating  In,  a 
national  debt,  to  create  a  new  tariff.  The 
tariff  to  r^ulate  the  whole  industir  of  tiie 
whole  people  of  the  Union,  and  build  up  vast 
mantffaotnnng  establishments  by  the  extensitm 
and  perversiMi  of  the  taxing  power  of  tills 
GoTmuDent.  A  great  natitmal  bank,  to  grow 
rich  upon  the  revenufi  deposited  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tariff,  deriving  its  profits  from 
Government  moneys,  and,  of  course,  the  ally 
of  the  administration  which  feeds  and  created 
it.  The  internal  improvement  policy,  growing 
and  extending  with  the  increase  of  the  tari£ 
and  making  roads  and  canals  in  some  favored 
States,  by  taxes  collected  fi*om  the  whole  peo- 
ple; and,  lastly,  to  ^ve  universality  to  the 
prindpleL  the  surplus— the  annual  surplus  for 
distribution,  fVom  salea,  by  townships  and  coun- 
ties at  an  mtrj,  to  speculators  in  the  public 
lands — a  system  calculated  to  debauch  and  cor- 
rupt the  States ;  to  break  down  every  feeling 
of  State  iadn>endence ;  to  f!»ed  them  annually, 
from  the  pnblic  Treasury,  mere  stipendiariea 
.won  our  bounty ;  sopporang  even  thdr  State 
Governments  and  State  ofiicers  from  the  rev- 
enues of  this  Government.  And  at  the  head 
of  this  mi^ty  ^stem,  this  oons<^idation  of  all 

S>wera  in  this  Government,  would  stand  the 
xecutive  of  those  powers — the  President  of 
the  United  States,  a  monarch  in  every  thing 
but  a  name.  And,  nr,  this  league  of  State 
banks,  confederated  by  the  Government,  and 
fed  by  the  tariff  hioreasing  its  deposits  and 
profits,  would  be  the  next  most  potent  ally  of 
these  nrstema.  It  would  station  some  hundred 
bank  fortresses  throughout  the  States,  armed 
and  eqaipped  by  Government  deposits,  and  ex- 
tending Executive  power  and  influence.  All 
this  Prendent  Van  Baren  would  avoid. 
sir,  no ;  it  is  not  the  prindi^e  or  policy  of  this 
administration— Give  us  patronage  and  we  will 
make  ourselves  popular. 

But  it  has  been  said  that  this  hill  establishes^ 
in  fact,  a  Treasury  bank.  And  why?  Because 
although  these  depositories  can  neither  use  nor 
loan  w  public  moneys,  where  ^borsements 
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are  to  be  made  at  distant  points,  to  avoid  the 
ezpeuBe  and  patronage  arising  fi*om  a  new  army 
of  officers,  constantly  engaged  in  transporting 
the  specie,  drafts  in  payment  of  its  dnes  may 
be  drawn  by  the  Government  on  these  distant 
deposdtorie»— drafts  drawn  on  actual  depodts 
of  gold  and  ailrer;  and  this  is  called  a  Treasnty 
bflu,  and  tiiat  too,  by  the  adTocates  ttf  the  de- 
posit bank  system,  by  which  Treasary  drafts, 
cheeks,  and  warrants  upon  and  by  the  banks 
may  be  drawn  npon  and  by  the  deposit  banks 
in  the  transactions  of  the  Government.  It  is 
tme,  these  drafts  will  constitate  the  best  ex- 
change in  the  world,  and  thns  &r  operate  inci- 
dentally for  the  great  convenience  and  bene0t 
of  the  people ;  hat  this  is  no  objection  to  the 
n^tem,  for  the  Government  neither  loans  nor 
disoonnts,  bnt  amply  pays  the  pablio  creditor 
in  gold  and  sUver,  or  an  order  npon  a  depout- 
ory,  on  which  he  reoeives  the  specie. 

Bat  it  is  said  this  bill,  separating  the  Govem- 
ment  from  the  banks,  will  diTOroe  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  people.  Are  the  banks  the 
people?  "So,  sir;  this  bill  will  elevate  the 
people,  and  the  Government  of  the  people,  and 
of  the  States,  above  the  banks,  'and  prevent 
them  from  arresting  the  Government,  as  they 
now  do,  by  withholding  the  pablio  revenue. 
It  will  have  a  still  greater  tendency  to  elevate 
the  people  above  the  banks,  by  diminishing,  by 
its  incioental  operation,  the  amoant  of  bank 
paper,  and  increasing  the  circnlation  of  gold 
and  silver — for  the  payment  of  it  into  the 
Treasnry  will  be  as  constantly  flowing  ont, 
enriohing  and  feitilizing  the  whole  coontry. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Yirglnis  (Mr.  Rives) 
WKJB  this  bill  will  fhmish  one  currency  for  the 
QoravmoiL  and  another  for  the  people.  Is  it 
contended  tiiat  Uie  Government  should  take 
and  out  the  broken  bank  notes  and  local 
ahin^asters,  because  the  people  take  themt 
No :  the  Senator  from  Virginia  does  not  pro- 
pose this,  bat  only  that  we  should  receive  the 
notes  of  banks  tiiat  restune  specie  payments 
under  the  existing  law.  Now,  what  is  that 
law  1  I  And  it  embraced  in  the  Senate  joamal 
imder  date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1686,  as  M- 
lows: 

**  The  Senate  resmned  the  eonddentkn  of  ^  UU 
entitled  '  An  act  miUng  af^ropriatlons  fbr  the  pay- 
ment of  the  revolatkmary  and  other  penmoners  it 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1686/ 

The  following  amendment,  propoecd  by  Ur.  Bin- 
lOH,  being  under  coneideration : 

Sec.  —  And  b«  ii  further  tnaeUd,  That  no  bonk 
note  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall 
hereafter  be  offered  in  payment  in  any  case  whatso- 
ever in  which  mm^Is  to  be  paid  by  the  United 
States  or  the  Port  Office  Department ;  nor  shall  any 
bank  note,  of  any  denomination,  be  so  offered,  unless 
the  same  shall  be  payable,  and  paid,  on  demand,  in 
gold  and  nlver  coin,  at  the  place  where  iamed,  and 
Whk^  shall  not  be  eqidvalent  to  q>ecie  at  the  place 
iriim  offered,  and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver 
upon  the  i^at,  at  fbe  will  vC  the  bidder,  and  witbottt 
delay  or  loss  to  him." 


[SammB^  ISST; 

This  provifflon  was  adopted,  and  is  the  law : 
the  vote  in  the  Senate  bemg  yeas  2S,  nays  18, 
my  own  vote  being  recorded  in  its  &vor. 
Now,  this  is  the  law,  and  the  Senator  from 
Yirginia  does  not  propose  to  change  it.  Now, 
are  these  hank  notes  that  the  Senator  from 
Yirj^ia  would  permit  the  Government  to  pay 
ont  and  reodve,  actually  "  equivalent  to  sp«ne, 
and  convertible  into  gold  or  silver  on  the  spot 
at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  without  dday  or 
loss  to  him  t "  Then  the  result  of  the  law,  as 
that  Senator  would  have  it  remain,  is  the  same 
in  its  operation  in  this  respect  as  the  bill  now 
before  ns :  gold  and  silver,  or  its  full  equivalent, 
being  the  effect  of  either  system.  But  if  this 
be  not  BO,  and  theee  bank  notes  be  in  &ct  a 
baser  currency  than  gold  or  silver,  what  ri^^ht 
or  power  has  this  Government  to  force  this 
baser  currency  upon  the  people  by  pabho  dis- 
bursements, when  this  Govemmmt  can  make 
nothing  but  gold  or  nlver  a  tender  in  Um 
payment  trf  debts  t  Ko,  Ar :  the  operataoo  of 
thb  bin  will  be  to  improve  the  enrreney  of  tiie 
whole  people  by  its  inddftutal  effects  in  dindn- 
ishing  bank  paper  issues,  and  enlar^ng,  at  least 
to  that  extent,  the  general  cironlatiai  of  g(M 
and  silver.  Bnt  the  depont  bmk  system  wfll, 
indeed,  force  a  donbtfol  and  nncwt^  bank 
paper  circulation  upon  the  people,  convertible 
into  specie  one  day,  and  inconvertible  and  de- 
preciated to-morrow. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  terms  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State,  as  reminding  the  people  of  the 
divorce  of  church  and  State,  are  popular  catch- 
words. I  have  not  used  these  terms,  altbon^ 
I  firmly  bdieve  that  the  union  oi  bank  and 
Btate  would  soon  prove  as  fttal  to  liber^  as 
the  union  of  ohuroh  and  State;  but,  let  me 
ask,  are  not  the  terms  used  upon  the  othw  iSde 
— one  currency  for  the  people,  and  another  for 
the  Govemmoit,  and  the  terms  separating  the 
Government  from  the  people,  mere  popular 
catchwords,  which  will  not  bear,  as  we  nave 
seen,  the  slightest  examination.  It  is  said  this 
bill  will  des&oy  credit,  by  impiuiing  confidence 
in  banks.  Have  not  we  had  too  much  confi- 
dence in  hanks,  and  have  they  not  proved  Uie 
greatest  and  universal  destroyers  of  all  credit 
and  all  confldence  t  Yea,  these  very  banks,  by 
their  expannona,  contractions,  and  ftilnres^  de- 
stnnred  all  ocmfidenoe  and  aH  credit,  not  oaSj 
in  themselvea,  bnt  also  between  man  and  man, 
and  afanost  between  nation  and  nation.  It  is  the 
banks  that  repder  prices,  ocmfidenee,  and  oredit, 
Suctnating  and  uncertain;  and,  before  thdr 
exiBteno&  t^e  page  of  history  t^s  that  confi- 
dence and  oredit,  between  man  and  man,  were 
infinitely  more  universal,  and  that  protest  of 
bills  of  exchange  and  m^^antile  failures  were 
then  almost  wholly  unknown.  Specie  was  not 
hoarded,  nor  credit  withheld  from  honest  in- 
dustry, bat  universally  extended,  onobecked  by 
that  overthrow  of  all  confidence  and  all  credit, 
arinng  firom  expanMons,  cmtraetiona,  and  ex* 
plodena  of  tiie  bank  pf^>er  system.  We  are 
told  ibat  eonfidenee^  ctnfidwoe,  la  tlM  magie 
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irord,  and  the  GkiTernment  has  onlj  to  breathe 
into  these  banka  the  breath  of  confidence,  and 
aU  Till  be  well  Sir,  if  these  banks,  limited 
and  restrained  hj  the  State  LegislatnraBi  ooght 
to  be  continued,  I  would  rather,  hy  the  nltamate 
ittddental  opendon  at  tiiis  biU,  ptu^  s  little 
more  <tf  th^  |H4>er  oat  of  oiroolatiini,  and  nuwfa 
more  spede  into  the  Taolta,  than  all  the  ftlse  and 
delusive  confidence  that  could  be  excited  hj 
Uie  Government  endorsement  of  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three  suspended  State  banks. 

This  GoTemment*s  endorsement  with  its 
mighty  sorf^ns  deposited  in  State  banks,  has 
been  the  frnitfbl  cause  of  nearly  all  our  dis- 
asters, and  I  shall  never  attempt  to  renew  them 
hj  re-adoptlng  the  system  irom  which  these 
evils  flowed.  The  danger  is  not  of  our  having 
too  few  banks,  and  too  little  paper,  but  pre- 
ciselj  the  reverse.  To  repress  Uiis  evil  ten- 
dencty,  ahould  be  the  nltonate  aim  of  every 
patriotio  Btatesman.  It  ia  too  many  bai^  ami 
too  much  p4>er,  that  has  inTolved  ns  in  too 
much  debt,  and  more  banks  and  more  bank 
paper  wonld  only  a^ravate  the  e^ls. 

The  State  banks,  so  far  as  regards  th^r  mere 
disooDtannance  immediately  as  Government  de- 
poMtoriea,  will  be  precisely  where  they  were 
before  the  removal  of  the  deposits.  And  as  to 
the  exclnaon  of  bank  paper  from  revenue  pay- 
ments, it  takes  effect  only  in  fall  on  tiie  Ist  of 
January,  1842.  The  bill  proceeds,  as  r^ards 
its  operation  on  bank  paper,  by  wise,  salutary, 
caatioos,  and  progressive  steps,  keeping  in  view 
the  existing  difficalties,  ana  the  neoeenty  of 
abataining  from  any  measure  oalcnl^ed  to  in- 
joie  or  embarrasB  the  pemle.  The  opmititm 
d  this  measure  npon  the  banka  is  much  leas 
than  ia  guterally  supposed.  It  b  mneh  less 
than  the  rwdating  and  checking  power  claimed 
for  the  United  States  Bank ;  for  that,  if  f&ith- 
ftilly  ezecnted,  would  demand  weekly  balances 
ia  gold  and  diver  or  its  equivalent,  from  all  the 
State  banks,  not  only  for  "  their  notes  received 
tai  revenue  payments,"  but  also  for  "  their  notes 
received  for  the  eng^ments  to  the  bank,"  cre- 
atins  thus  a  double  check  upon  their  issues. 

I  have  shown  that  this  article  never  was  or 
would  be  faithflilly  executed ;  but  the  precise 
ultimate  effect  upon  State  banks  of  this  meas- 
ure would  be  thia :  8iq>poring  the  annual  public 
roTenoes  to  be  twen^  miliums  of  dolUun,  of 
whidi  lax  milIi(MU  would  be  the  avenue  amount 
in  IVeasnry  depontoriee  modved  for  public 
dues,  the  banks  would  bo  required  to  check 
their  issues  so  as  always  to  be  ready  to  Itinddi 
lix  millions  of  meoie  annually  for  revenue  pay- 
menta.  Now,  the  entire  moneyed  transactions 
of  this  countiT  in  a  year  are  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand  millions  of  dollars,  so  that  if  the  de- 
mand of  the  Government  upon  the  banks  for 
rix  millions  be  the  criterion,  it  will  be  cfqxial 
only  to  less  than  one  per  cent,  of  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  whole  country ;  or  if  twenty  ; 
milliona,  to  less  than  two  per  cent  of  these 
traoaaotaona,  leaving  all  this  vast  field  of  trade 
and  bndiwa  <^fln  for  the  action  of  the  banks. 


[Sbur, 

They  lose  the  Government  deposits  and  Gov- 
ernment credit,  and  are  left  to  bank,  as  they 
ought,  on  their  own  capital  and  their  own 
credit.  But  what  is  most  important  in  separat- 
ing the  banka  and  the  Government,  is  the  sep- 
araticm  of  money,  bunnesa,  and  politios,  the 
&tal  unltm  of  whfeh  must  alw^  be  tiie  frnit- 
ftil  source  of  panics  and  pressures. 

Whilst,  then,  thia  measure,  I  einoerely  be- 
lieve, will  have  a  most  beneficial  ^iwt  upcm 
the  whole  country,  it  is  to  me  an  inexpressible 
gratification,  that  to  the  sunny  South  it  will 
prove  a  fountiun  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  The 
war  of  over-expanded  credit  upon  labor  and  its 
products,  wded  by  a  great  national  bank  at 
some  distant  capital,  or  by  the  concentration  at 
or  near  the  same  point  of  the  great  nortiiern 
banking  capital,  snstiuned  by  the  Government 
deposits  and  endorsements,  must  cease,  and 

Sper  credit  and  the  products  of  labor  left  a 
r  field,  without  artificial  aid,  will  find  labor 
and  its  prodoota  liring  in  the  scale  of  import- 
ance and  influence,  and  leaving  the  great  staple 
States  a  fair  opportunity  of  carrying  out  their 
own  exports,  and  introducing  tiieir  own  im- 
ports, and  the  balances  in  gold  and  silver,  the 
real,  solid,  substantial  business  of  their  hanks 
being  more  safdy  augmented  than  all  the  ruin- 
ous ud  they  can  ever  receive  from  Government 
patronage.  And  now,  sir,  if  the,  distinguished 
Senators  opposed  to  the  administration  on  this 
floor  will  go  home  to  their  constituents,  and 
explwi  the  full  and  precise  effects  of  this  meas- 
ure, they  can,  in  aidmg  the  establishment  of  a 
sonnd  credit  on  sound  principles— ^din^  in  in- 
spiring a  Just  confidenoe  in  the  relief  this  great 
measare  will  ultimately  extend  to  all  tiie  great 
Interests  of  the  country — they  can  have  aunost 
a  moneyed  miUeniom  dawn  upon  the  country 
at  once.  I  appeal  to  them,  tnen,  as  patriots^ 
with  hearts  overflowing  with  sympathy  for  the 
distress  of  the  country,  as  we  have  so  repeatedly  . 
heard  on  this  floor,  to  unite  with  ns  in  produc- 
ing this  great,  this  glorious  retmlt;  and  the 
tlianks  of  millions  of  grateful  freemen  will  give 
them  more  real  happiness,  more  genuine  conso- 
lation, and  more  true  and  durable  applause,  than 
all  the  party  triumphs  that  could  adorn  the 
proudest  poUtical  conquerors.  Let  them  imi- 
tate the  noble  example  of  the  diatingniabed  Sen- 
ator and  statesman  from  South  Carolina,  in 
laying  down,  in  sopport  of  thia  InD,  his  personal 
aud  political  pre}udioies,  as  a  bttrnt  offering 
upon  the  patnotii  altar  of  his  country*B  good, 
and  for  them,  also,  the  sw^ing  heart  of  a 
mighty  nation  will  throb  with  love  and  grat- 
itude. But  should  they  esteem  it  thdr  duty 
to  determine  otherwise— should  their  inspiring 
eloquence  and  great  intellectual  power  be  ex- 
erted in  appeals  to  the  people  against  this 
measure — should  it  be  represented  as  a  tropical 
tornado,  about  to  sweep  in  its  destructive  career 
over  all  the  great  and  cherished  institutions  of 
our  common  country,  panics  and  pressures  may 
follow  for  a  time ;  but  so<hi,  yea,  veir  soon,  thia 
great  prinoqdea  involved  in  thia  bill  most  and 
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will  trianiph,  and  it  will  theu  go  forth  with 
healiDg  on  ita  wings,  bailed  by  uie  wproving 
Toiee  of  the  people.  The  measiire  itsetf  will  u 
jmt^  Tieww  as  a  tMrd  deolAratlm  d  Amer* 
iaaix  indc|>6ndenoe,  and  fh«  daj  of  its  pan^ 
beodc^br^ad  in  all  time  to  omne  as  a  great  and 
glorioiia  natioiud  Jubilee. 


Thubbdat,  September  28. 

Th«  Si^T^ecuury  Bill 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  collection  and  costodj'  of 
the  pnblic  revenue,  together  with  Mr.  Oal- 
Boms's  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  Wkbsibb  stud:  Ur.  Fredaent,  I  am  op- 
posed to  Uie  doetrinee  of  Qie  Mauagpy  to  the 
Ull,  and  to  the  amendment  of  the  member  from 
Sonth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  OALaomr.)  Jn  all  these, 
I  see  notiiing  mr  the  relief  of  the  oonntry ;  bat 
Z  do  see^  ae  I  think,  a  qnestaMi  involTea,  the 
importance  of  .which  tranaoends  all  the  interest 
of  the  present  occasion. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  state  that  qnesUon ;  to 
present  it,  as  well  to  the  ooontry  as  to  the  Sen- 
ate ;  to  show  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  as  a 
qneetion  of  praoldcal  politics,  and  in  its  bearing 
on  the  powers  of  the  Government  to  exhibit 
its  important^,  and  to  express  my  own  opinions 
inr^^  to  It 

A  short  recital  of  events  and  ooonrrenoes 
will  show  how  this  qnutiicm  has  arisen. 

The  Ctovermnokt  of  the  United  States  com- 
pleted the  fiMlj-ei^tJi  year  of  its  ezistmce, 
mtder  the  present  oonstltntaon,  oo  the  third  day 
tii  Uareh  last  Daring  this  wh<^e  period,  it 
has  fblt  itself  bomid  to  take  proper  care  of  the 
corrency  ol  the  oonntry;  and  no  administra- 
tion has  admitted  this  obligaticoi,  more  clearly 
or  more  frequently,  than  the  last  For  the  ful- 
filment of  this  aolmowledged  duty,  as  well  as 
to  ecctnnpliah  other  osefdl  purposes,  a  national 
bank  has  been  maint^ed  for  forty,  ont  of 
these  fortr-dght  years.  Two  instltations  of 
this  kind  nave  been  created  by  law :  one  oom- 
mencing  in  and  limited  to  twenty  years, 
and  rapiring,  therefore,  in  1811 ;  the  other 
commencing  in  1816,  with  a  like  term  of  dora- 
tion,  and  aiding,  therefnre,  In  1886.  Both 
these  instatntitms,  each  in  its  time,  accomplish- 
ed their  purposes,  bo  far  as  currency  was  oon- 
oemed,  to  the  general  satis&otion  of  the  coun- 
try. Bat  before  the  last  bank  expired,  it  had 
the  misfortnne  to  become  obnoxloas  to  the  late 
administration.  I  need  not,  at  present,  apeak 
of  the  caoses  of  this  hostility.  My  purpose  only 
requires  a  statement  of  that  fact,  as  an  import- 
ant one  in  the  chain  of  occurrences.  The  late 
President's  dissatisfaction  of  the  bank  was  inti- 
mated in  his  first  annual  Message,  that  is  to  say, 
in  1829.  But  the  bank  stood  very  well  with 
the  country,  the  President's  known  and  grow- 
ing hostility  notwithstanding;  and  m  16SS, 
fonr  years  before  its  charter  was  to  expire,  botli 
HoDsesof  Oongresspassedal^  Ibr  oontinr 
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nance ;  there  being  in  its  favor  a  lai^  mqontj 
of  the  Senate,  and  a  larger  m^<nity  <n  the 
House  of  Bepresfflitatives.  The  rail,  howem, 
was  negatived  by  the  Freddent.  In  1888, 1^ 
an  <»der  of  the  Freddoit,  the  pnUio  monm 
were  removed  frran  the  oostody  of  the  bau, 
uid  were  deposited  with  oertain  selected  State 
banks.  This  removal  was  accompanied  w^ 
the  most  confident  declarations  and  a8saianee& 
put  forth  in  every  form,  by  the  President  sm 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  that  theee  State 
banks  would  not  only  prove  safe  depontories 
of  the  public  money,  but  that  they  would  also 
famish  the  country  with  as  good  a  cantnuij  as 
it  ever  had  enjoyed,  and  probably  a  better ;  and 
would  also  accomplish  all  that  could  be  wished 
in  regard  to  domestic  exdianges.  The  snbeti- 
tation  at  State  banks  for  a  naticiial  institntioo, 
for  the  disehai^  of  these  duties,  was  that  ^pot' 
ation,  which  haa  become  known,  and'  ia  Uidy 
to  be  long  remembered,  as  the  "expei^aent.'* 

For  some  years  all  was  said  to  go  <m  ez- 
tremdj  well,  although  it  seemed  plahk  enough 
to  a  great  part  the  oommnnit7  ibalt  the  qra- 
tem  was  radically  vidoas ;  that  ita  operatieos 
were  sill  inconvenient,  clumsy,  and  wnolly  in- 
adequate to  the  proposed  ends ;  and  that,  aotmw 
or  later,  there  must  be  an  explosion.  The  ad- 
ministration, however,  adhered  to  its  experi- 
ment The  more  it  was  complained  of  the 
louder  it  was  prused.  Its  commendati<m  waa 
one  of  the  standing  topica  of  all  offitual  com- 
manications ;  uid  m  his  last  Message  la  Be* 
cember,  1886,  the  late  Prerident  waa  more  thaa 
usually  emphatic  ap<m  the  gre^  aoooeaa  oC  fail 
attempts  to  improve  the  omraioy,  and  flie 
happy  results  of  the  experiment  apcm.  the  im* 
portant  business  of  exchange.  But  a  reverse 
was  at  hand.  The  ripening  glories  of  the  ex- 
periment were  soon  to  meet  a  dreadfnl  blight- 
inff.  In  the  early  part  of  May  last,  theae  buks 
air  stopped  payment  This  evdit,  of  ooorsc^ 
produced  great  distress  in  the  country,  and  it 
produced  also  singular  emfaairasimeat  to  the 
administration. 

The  present  administration  was  then  only 
two  months  old;  bat  it  had  already  become 
fonnally  pledged  to  muntun  the  pdmr  citiaA 
which  had  gone  before  it  The  neddent  had 
avowed  his  pnzpoee  oi  treading  in  the  footsteps 
of  his  predeoessor.  Here,  then,  was  ^ffiealty. 
Here  was  a  pditieal  knot,  to  be  either  anUed 
or  cut  The  experiment  had  &iled,  and  tiSlei, 
as  it  was  thoogfat,  so  ntterly  and  hopeles^, 
that  it  oould  not  be  tried  again. 

What,  then,  was  to  be  done  t  Committed 
agdnst  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  the  strong- 
est manner,  and  the  substitute,  from  which  so 
much  was  expected,  having  disappointed  aU 
hopes,  what  was  the  administration  to  do  I  Two 
distbct  classes  of  duties  had  been  i>erformed  in 
times  past  by  the  Bank  ot  the  United  States; 
one  more  immediately  to  the  Government,  the 
other  to  the  oommunit?.  The  first  was  the  safe* 
keei^  and  tiie  tnmroar,  whm  required,  of  the 
^Uie  moneys}  the  other  the  sopplying  of  a 
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aoand  and  oonTenient  paper  ooireiM^,  of  eqoal 
credit  all  over  the  coantry,  and  everywhere 
eqaival^t  to  ^lecie,  and  the  giving  of  most 
important  fatulitiee  to  the  operations  of  ez- 
diange.  These  ot^eoto  were  higfalj  important, 
i&d  weir  moat  pi^fect  aoo«ni^idaQent  hj  the 
flcqteriment  had  been  promisM  from  the  first 
The  State  banks,  it  was  declared,  coold  perfonn 
aJI  these  daties,  and  abonld  perfonn  thun.  Bat 
the  "  experiment "  oame  to  a  dishonored  end  in 
early  part  of  Hay.  The  depoeit  buiks,  vith 
the  others,  stopped  payment  They  oould  not 
render  back  the  deposits ;  and  so  far  from  being 
aMe  to  ftamiah  a  general  cnrrenoy,  or  to  assist 
exchanges,  (purposes,  indeed,  which  tiiey  never 
had  fnfflUed  with  any  Boooees,)  their  paper  be- 
came inmiediately  depreciated,  even  in  its  looal 
eircalation.  What  coarse,  then,  was  the  ad- 
n^nistratioQ  now  to  adopt?  Why,  dr,  it  is 
|dain  that  it  had  bat  one  alternative.  It  mast 
tither  return  to  the  former  praotioe  of  the 
Oovwnmmt,  take  tiie  oonenpy  into  its  own 
bands,  and  maintain  it,  as  well  as  iRxrvide  for 
the  safe-keepicg  of  the  pnblio  money  by  some 
ittstitation  of  its  own ;  or  else,  adopting  scone 
new  mode  of  merely  keeping  the  pnblio  money, 
it  mast  abandon  all  farther  care  over  ourrenoy 
and  exchange.  One  of  these  ooorses  beoa&e 
inevitable.  The  administration  had  no  other 
dioice.  The  State  hanks  conld  be  Med  no 
more,  with  the  opinion  which  the  administra- 
tion now  entertamed  of  than ;  and  how  else 
eonld  any  thing  be  done  to  maintain  the  onr- 
rencyt  la  no  way  but  by  the  establishment 
of  a  national  institntion. 

There  was  no  esoape  from  this  dilemma. 
One  eoorae  was,  to  go  baok  to  that  which  the 
party  had  so  mnch  condemned;  the  other,  to 
pve  up  the  whole  dn^,  and  leave  the  onrrenoy 
to  Its  fiite.  Between  these  two,  the  adminis- 
Iralion  found  itself  absc^ately  obliged  to  decide ; 
and  it  has  dedded,  and  decided  bcudly.  It  was 
decided  to  snrrender  the  daty,  and  abuidon  the 
eonstitation.  That  deoisioa  la  before  n^  in  the 
Kessage,  and  in  the  measnres  now  onder  oon- 
ridwttion.  The  choice  has  been  made;  and 
that  choice,  in  my  opinion,  raises  a  question  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  both  for  the  present  and  all  future 
time.  That  question  is,  whether  Oongrees  has 
or  ought  to  have,  any  doty  to  perform  in  rela- 
tion to  the  currency  oi  the  country,  beyond  the 
mere  rMol^iw  of  the  gold  and  rilver  ooia, 

Mr.  Preadent,  the  hcmoraUe  member  fr<Hn 
South  Oam^ina  remaikecL  the  other  day,  witik 
great  frankness  and  good  humor,  that,  in  the 
politioal  clasnfications  of  the  times,  he  desired 
to  be  oonadered  as  nothing  but  an  honest  nol- 
lifier.  That,  be  said,  was  his  character.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  the  country  will  readily  concede  that 
character  to  the  honorable  gentleman.  Tor 
one,  cert^nly,  I  am  willing  to  say,  that  I  be- 
lieve him  a  very  honest  and  a  very  rinoere  nul- 
Hfier,  using  the  term  iu  the  same  sense  in  which 
he  used  it  himself,  and  in  which  he  meant  to 
it  to  himseU.   And  I  am  very  muoh 


[SauxB. 

afl^d,  sir,  that  (whatever  he  may  think  of  it 
himself)  it  has  been  under  the  influence  of  those 
sentiments,  which  belong  to  his  character  as  a 
nullifier,  that  be  has  so  readily  and  so  zealously 
embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  President's  Ues- 
sage.  In  my  opinion,  the  Message,  the  bill  be- 
fore us,  and  the  honorable  membw's  amend- 
ment, form,  together,  a  system,  a  code  of  prac- 
tical politics,  the  direct  tendency  <Kt  which  la  to 
nulliQr  and  expunge,  or,  perluqtt,  more  oor^ 
recUy  speaking,  by  a  united  and  mixed  process 
of  nullification  and  expunging,  to  abolish  a 
highly  important  and  osefbl  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. It  strikes  down  the  {Htodide  upon 
which  the  Government  has  been  administered, 
in  r^;ard  to  the  subject  of  the  currency,  through 
its  whole  history;  and  it  seeks  to  obliterate, 
or  to  draw  bUok  lines  around,  that  part  of  the 
constitution  on  which  this  principle  of  adminis- 
tration has  rested.  The  system  proposed,  in  my 
opinion,  is  not  only  anti-oommendaL  bat  anti- 
oonstitational  also,  and  anti-miott  m  a  ld|^ 
dwree. 

You  wiUaay,  dr,thattiiiBiBaBfcr(mgwv'of 
staUnj^  an  opinion.  It  is  so.  I  mean  to  state 
the  opinion  in  the  strongest  manner.  I  do  not 
"vnah^  indeed,  at  every  turn,  to  say,  of  measures 
whi<^  I  oppose,  that  they  either  violate  or  sur- 
render the  constitution.  But  when,  in  all  sober- 
ness and  candor,  I  do  so  think,  in  all  sobemesa 
and  candor  I  must  so  speak ;  and  whether  the 
opini<m  which  I  have  now  expressed  be  true,  let 
the  sequel  dedde. 

How,  dr,  Congress  has  been  called  togethca- 
in  a  moment  of  great  difficulty.  The  character^ 
istio  <^  the  oitds  is  commercial  distress.  We 
are  not  suffiBring  from  war,  or  jpeatileno^  or 
famine ;  and  it  ia  alleged  by  the  Fre^deat  and 
Secretuy,  that  there  is  no  want  wfame. 
Onr  meana,  it  is  averred,  are  abundant  And 
yet  the  Government  is  in  distress,  and  tibe 
country  is  iu  distress ;  and  Congress  is  assem* 
bled,  by  a  call  of  ti^e  I^^dent,  to  provide  re- 
lief. The  immediate  and  direct  cause  of  aU  ia^ 
derangement  of  the  currency  and  the  ex- 
changes ;  oommerdal  credit  is  gtme,  and  prop-  * 
erty  no  longer  answers  the  common  ends  and 
purposes  of  property.  Government  cannot  use 
its  own  means,  and  individuals  are  alike  unable 
to  command  their  own  resources.  The  opera- 
tions, both  d  Government  and  people,  are  ob- 
structed ;  and  they  are  obstructed  beoanae  the 
money  of  ^e  country,  the  great  inatmment  of 
oommeroe  and  exchange,  has  become  disordered 
and  useless.  The  Government  has  ftmds ;  that 
is  to  say,  it  has  credits  in  the  banks,  but  it  can- 
not turn  tiiese  credits  into  cash ;  and  individual 
citizens  are  as  bad  off  as  Government  The 
Gtovemment  is  a  great  creditor  and  a  great 
debtor.  It  collects  and  it  disburses  large  sums. 
In  the  loss,  therefore,  of  a  proper  medium  of 

Bayment  and  receipt.  Government  is  a  sufferer, 
lut  t^e  people  are  sufferers  from  the  same 
causes ;  and  inasmuch  as  the  whole  amount  of 
payments  and  receipts  by  the  people,  in  their 
uidividnal  transaotionB,  is  many  times  greater 
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than  the  amonnt  (tf  payments  and  receipts  by 
GoremmeDt,  the  aggregate  of  eril  sofiTered  by 
the  people  is  also  many  times  greater  than  that 
snffered  by  Government,  imdividuals  have 
means  as  ample,  in  proportion  to  their  wants, 
BS  Government ;  but  they  share  with  Govern- 
ment the  common  calamity  arising  from  the 
overthrow  of  the  cmrency.  The  honorable 
member  from  Missis^ppi  (Mr.  Walksr)  has 
stated,  or  has  quoted  the  statement  from  others, 
that  while  the  payments  and  receipts  of  Got- 
cmment  an  twenty  millions  a  year,  the  pay- 
ments and  receipts  of  individoius  are  two  or 
three  hnndred  millions.  He  has,  I  think,  un- 
derrated the  amount  of  indiridnal  payments  end 
receipts.  Bnt  even  if  he  has  not,  the  statement 
^owB  bow  little  a  pert  of  the  whole  evil  fiiUs 
on  GoTemment.  The  great  mass  of  soffering 
is  on  tiie  pet^le. 

How,  sir,  when  we  look  at  the  Message,  the 
bill,  and  the  proposed  amendment,  their  »ngle, 
exalasive,  and  nndivided  object  is  fooud  to  be, 
relief  to  tbe  Government  Not  one  sijigle  pro- 
vision is  adopted  or  recommended  with  direct 
reference  to  the  relief  of  the  people.  They  all 
apeak  of  revenae,  of  finance,  of  duties  and  cqs- 
toms,  of  taxes  and  collections ;  and  the  evils 
which  the  people  soflfer,  by  the  derangement 
cf  the  onrrenoy  and  the  exchanges,  and  the 
breaking  up  of  commercial  credit,  instead  of 
being  put  forth  as  prominent  and  leading  ob- 
jects of  regard,  are  dismissed  with  a  slight  inti' 
mation,  here  and  there,  th^  in  providing  for 
the  superior  and  paramount  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment, some  incidental  or  collateral  benefits 
may,  perhaps,  accrue  to  the  conunnnity.  But 
is  Government,  I  ask,  to  care  for  nothing  but 
its^f  Is  self-reservation  the  great  end  of 
Government  ?  Has  it  do  trust  powers  ?  Does 
it  owe  no  duties  but  to  itself?  If  it  keeps 
itself  in  being,  does  it  Ailfil  all  the  objects  of  its 
oreationt  I  think  not,  I  think  Gtovwmnent 
e^eta,  not  for  its  own  ends,  bnt  for  the  poblio 
utility.  It  is  an  agency,  established  to  proipote 
the  common  good,  by  common  oonnsels;  its 
chief,  duties  are  to  the  people ;  and  it  seems  to 
me  strange  and  ^eposteroos,  in  a  moment  of 
great  and  general  distress,  that  Go^rament 
uionld  confine  all  its  deliberationB  to  the  single 
object  of  its  own  revenues,  its  own  conv^ence, 
its  own  undisturbed  administration. 

I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  I  was  surprised  to  see 
tliis  general  character  impressed  on  the  &ce  of 
the  Message.  I  confess  it  appeared  to  me, 
when  the  banks  stopped  payment^  that  the 
administration  had  come  to  a  pass,  in  which  it 
was  unavoidable  ,th^  it  fdioold  take  some  snc^ 
cmirse.  Bat  that  necessity  was  imposed,  not 
by  the  nature  of  the  oriua,  oat  by  its  own  com- 
mitment to  the  line  of  noUtics  which  its  prede- 
cessor had  adopted,  and  which  it  had  pledged 
itself  to  pursne. 

It  withdraws  its  care  from  the  currency,  be- 
cause it  has  left  itself  no  means  of  performing 
its  own  dati(»,  connected  with  that  sabject.  It 
has  Tolimtarily  and  on  caloala&ni,  ducuded 


and  renounced  the  policy  which  has  been  ap- 
proved for  half  a  centuiy,  because  it  could  not 
return  to  that  policy,  wiuiout  admitting  its  own 
inconsistency  and  violating  its  party  pledges. 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  whole  matter. 

Now,  ur,  my  present  purpose  chiefly  is  to 
mmntahi  two  propositions : 

1.  That  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  thb 
Government  to  see  that  a  proper  currency,  suit- 
able to  the  cironmstances  of  the  times,  and  t4 
the  wants  of  trade  and  bunness,  as  wcU  as  te 
the  payment  of  debts  due  to  Government,  be 
mdntamed  and  preserved ;  a  oorreocy  of  gen- 
eral credit,  and  cf^iable  of  aiding  the  operations 
of  exchange,  so  w  as  tiiose  operations  may  be 
conducted  by  means  of  the  ciroolaliDg  medium ; 
and  that  there  are  duties,  therefore,  devolving 
on  Congress,  in  relation  to  corren^,  beyond 
the  mere  r^olation  of  tibe  gdd  and  alver 
coins. 

2.  That  the  Hessage,  the  bill,  and  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  alL  in  effect,  deny  any  sach 
duty,  disclaim  all  such  power,  and  confine  the 
constitutional  obligation  of  Government  to  the 
mere  regulation  of  the  coins,  and  the  care  of  iti 
own  revenues. 

I  hare  well  weighed,  Mr.  President,  and  folly 
oouddered,  the  first  of  these  proposntioos,  to 
wit :  that  which  respects  the  duty  of  this  Qor- 
emmoit  in  reeard  to  the  corrency.  I  mean  to 
stand  by  it  It  ezpreraes,  in  my  jadgment,  a 
principle,  folly  sustained  by  the  M»nstitution, 
and  by  the  usage  of  the  Goveramrait,  and  whidi 
is  of  tiie  highest  practical  importance.  "W^ 
this  proposition,  or  this  principle,  I  am  willing 
to  stand  connected,  and  to  share  in  the  jo^- 
ment  which  the  community  shall  ultimat^ 
pronomice  upon  it.  If  the  country  shall  sos- 
tun  it,  he  ready,  in  due  time,  to  carry  it 
into  enect  by  such  means  and  instruments  as 
the  seneru  opinion  shall  think  best  to  adopt,  I 
Bhalf  co-open^  cheetfully,  in  any  such  imda^ 
taking;  and  shall  look  again,  with  confidence, 
to  pro^>eri^  In  this  branch  01  oar  national  oi»' 
cema.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  conn  by  shall 
r^ect  this  proposition,  and  act  on  that  rejec- 
tion ;  if  it  shaU  decide  that  Congress  has  no 
power,  nor  is  nnder  any  duty,  in  relation  to  tiie 
corrency,  beyond  the  mere  regulation  of  the 
coins ;  then,  upon  that  construction  of  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  Congress,  I  am  willing  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  I  do  not  feel  myself  competent 
to  render  any  substantial  service  to  the  puUio 
councils,  on  these  great  interests.  I  admit,  at 
once,  that  if  the  currency  is  not  to  be  preserved 
by  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States^  I 
know  not  how  it  la  to  be  goarded  against  ood- 
stautiy  occurring  disorders  and  deraqgementB. 

[Hr.  Webster  Hbea  ugaoi  tt  great  length  In  fkm 
of  luB  first  propoaitioa,  and  to  show  that  It  was  the 
duty  of  Gongroaa  to  regulate  the  paper  as  well  as  the 
metalUo  corrency,  and  that  the  proper  r^nUtkn  fif 
the  pq>er  eamttofma  a  natitnial  bnk;  and  oob- 
tinned:] 
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Snnan,  1887.] 

When  the  bill  for  the  late  bank  was  called 
vp,  the  honorable  member  from  Sonth  Carolina 
explained  its  objects  in  an  able  epeech.  He 
showed  the  ahsolate  necessity  of  a  national  onr- 
rency ;  the  power  of  Congress  over  such  cur- 
rency, whether  metallic  or  paper ;  aod  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  establishing  a  bank, 
as  the  best  means  of  exercising  these  powers 
and  fblfiUing  these  duties.  I  a^eed  then,  and 
I  agree  now,  to  the  general  sentiment  expressed 
in  mat  speech,  heartily  and  entirely.  I  wonid 
refer  to  it,  (™  ocoasion,  both  as  an  able 
argnment  and  a  high  authority;  and  beg  to 
adopt  it,  as  setting  forth,  in  a  strong  light,  the 
aentiments  which  I  am  now  endeavoring  to 
enforce. 

[Ur.  Calhoun  here  rose  to  moke  an  explana- 
tion. He  said  that  he  never  saw  the  reporter's 
notes  of  his  speech  on  that  occasion,  an^  there- 
fore, what  he  did  say,  may  not  have  been  what 
be  would  have  said.  There  were  points  of 
omiseion  in  that  speech  which  occupied  a  col- 
nnm  and  a  half  of  the  24'ational  Intelligencer. 
Hr.  C.  said  that  he  took  care  then,  as  now,  to 
forUfy  himseli^  and  to  leave  a  road  open  to  op- 
pose, at  any  onning  time,  a  naMonal  bank.  lie 
tlien  sud  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  bank,  bnt 
that  he  submitted  to  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
There  was  then  a  ccomeotion  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  hanks;  and,  if  the  Oovem- 
ment  had  a  tight  to  r^ulate  the  currency, 
there  was  no  means  of  doing  it  but  by  a  na- 
tional bank.  He  had,  both  then,  and  since 
then,  contended  that  Government  had  no  right 
to  have  any  connection  with  any  bank?.  In  his 
opinion,  the  United  States  Bank  (which  he  then 
advocated,  and  as^sted  to  establish)  was  not 
established  according  to  the  constitution.  Con- 
gress had  no  right  to  establish  such  a  bank.  He 
acted  contrary  to  his  own  impressions  of  right. 
Hany  pet^le  may  do  things  which  thOT  do  not 
believe  to  be  lawfhl,  from  necessity.  He  acted 
from  necesmly.] 

Mr.  'Wkbstbk,  resnming  his  remarks,  stiA  he 
thought  the  gentleman  had  sud,  formerly,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  decision  of  the  question, 
he  felt  thenceforward  precluded  from  opposing 
the  bank  as  being  uiconstitotional. 

[Mr.  Calhottk  again  explained :  He  (Mr.  0.) 
tboi^ht  the  connection  between  Government 
and  banks  was  now  broken,  and  that  set  him 
at  liberty ;  so  that  now  he  could  oppose  what 
he  had  then,  and  since,  earnestly  advocated.] 

It  is  not  my  deure,  sir,  to  hold  the  gentleman 
to  a  report  of  his  spwcb,  whtdi  he  may  choose, 
even  now  to  disckum.  I  have  never  beard  of 
his  disclaiming  it  before ;  and  even  now,  sir,  I 
do  not  nnderstsnd  him  as  being  desiroiis  of  re- 
tractiw  or  denying  any  thing  contained  In  the 
printed  report  of  his  speech,  respecting  the  im- 
portance of  a  uniform  national  currency.  That 
tcnio  makes  up  the  sum  and  substance  of  his 
wh<de  q>eeoh.  It  was  the  topio  of  the  occa- 
sion ;  it  was  the  express  pnrpose  for  which  his 
committee  had  been  raised,  and  for  the  accom- 
plishment    wfaii^  the  whole  proceeding  was 


gone  into.  It  was  all  currency,  currency,  cur- 
rency ;  and,  whether  the  gentleman  now  thinks 
the  law  constitutional  or  nnconatltutional,  he 
cannot  deny  that  his  own  object,  and  the  object 
of  Congress,  was  to  furalsh  a  circolating  me- 
dium for  the  country.  And  here,  ogiun,  so  un- 
important, relatively,  was  the  mere  custody,  or 
deposit  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  bank,  that 
the  bill,  as  originally  introduced,  contained  no 
provision  for  that  ol^ect.  A  section  was  after- 
wards introduced,  in  Committee  of  the  'Wh<de, 
on  my  motion,  providing  for  the  depont  of  the 
public  moneys  with  the  i)ank,  unless  the  Seore- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  should,  at  any  time,  other* 
wise  order  and  direct ;  a  reservation  of  power 
to  the  Secretary,  whidi,  as  I  think,  and  always 
have  thought,  was  greatly  abused,  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposits  in  1833. 

By  reference  to  the  debates,  sir,  it  will  be 
found  that  other  friends  of  the  measure  fol- 
lowed up  the  general  ideas  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  firom  South  Carolina,  and  supported 
the  bank,  as  a  necessary  agent  or  instrument  for 
establishing,  anew,  a  national  currency,  tat  the 
uses  of  commerce  and  exchange. 

It  was  my  second  proposition,  dr,  that  the 
Message,  the  bill,  and  the  amendment  taken 
together,  deny,  in  anbstance,  that  this  Govern- 
ment has  any  power  or  dnty  connected  with  the 
currency,  or  the  exchanges,  beyond  the  mere 
regulation  of  the  coins. 

And,  sir,  is  this  not  true?  We  are  to  judge 
of  the  Message  by  what  it  omits,  as  well  as  by 
what  it  proposes.  Congress  is  called  together 
in  a  great  commercial  crisis.  The  whole  bnd- 
ness  of  the  country  is  arrested  by  a  sudden  dis- 
order of  the  currency.  And  what  is  proposed  1 
Any  thing  to  restore  this  currency  ?  Any  thing 
witii  a  direct  view  of  producing  the  resumption 
of  payment  by  the  banks?  Is  a  single  measure 
offered,  or  suggested,  the  main  purpose  of  which 
is  general  relief  to  the  country?  Not  one. 
No,  sir,  not  one.  The  administration  confines 
its  measures  to  the  Government  Itself.  It  pro- 
poses a  loan,  by  the  means  of  Treasury  note^ 
to  make  good  the  defleimicy  in  the  revenne; 
and  it  proposes  secure  vaults,  and  strong  boxe& 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  public  moneys ;  and 
here  its  paternal  care  ends.  Does  the  Message 
propose  to  grapple,  in  any  way,  with  the  mun 
evil  of  the  times?  Seeing  that  that  evil  is  one 
affecting  the  currency,  does  the  Message,  like 
that  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  1816,  address  itself  di- 
rectly to  that  point,  and  recommend  measures 
of  adequate  relief?  No  such  thing.  It  abstains 
from  all  general  relief.  It  looks  oat  tat  the 
interest  of  the  Govermnent,  as  a  Qovermnrat; 
and  it  looks  no  Anther.  Sir,  let  me  torn  to  the 
Message  itself,  to  show  that  all  Its  recommenda- 
tions,  and,  indeed,  all  the  o^ects  in  callittg 
Congress  together,  are  confined  to  the  narrow 
and  exdnrive  purpose  of  relieving  the  wants  of 
Government. 

The  President  says,  that  the  regulations  es- 
tablished by  Congress,  for  the  deposit  aud  saf^ 
keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  having  beoome 
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inoperatiTe  by  the  Bospensioii  of  payment  by 
the  banks;  and  apprehending  that  the  same 
cause  would  so  diminish  the  revenue,  that  the 
receipts  into  the  Treaaory  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expenses  of  Goyemment; 
and  as  quefitions  were  also  expected  to  arise 
respectiog  the  October  instalment  of  the  deposit 
to  the  States,  and  doubting  whether  Govern- 
ment would  be  able  to  pay  its  creditors  in  spe- 
cie, or  its  eqnivalMit,  according  to  law,  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  Oonsress  together. 
Utese  are  the  reasons  for  calling  Oongress. 
They  are  all  the  reasons;  and  they  all  have 
ezdnsive  regard  to  the  Government  itselC 

In  the  next  place,  let  ua  see  what  measures 
the  Message  recommends  to  Con^p-efls.  In  ita 
own  luigoage,  the  olgects  demuidtng  attention 
are: 

"  To  regulate,  by  law,  the  saTe-keeping,  transfer, 
and  diflbuTBemeDt  of  the  public  monejv ;  to  designate 
the  funds  to  be  reoeived  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  enable  the  Treasury  to  meet  prompt); 
every  demand  upon  it ;  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  in- 
dulgence, and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  adopted, 
as  well  iu  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  withdrawing  it  fran  former 
d^MMitories." 

These  are  all  the  objeots  recommended  par- 
ticularly to  the  care  of  Congress;  and  the 
enumeration  of  them  is  followed  by  a  general 
Bogaestion,  that  Oongress  will  adopt  snoh 
fttruier  meaaorea  as  in«7  {Homote  the  pro^ter- 
ify  d  the  country.  This  whole  enomeratioo, 
it  is  obvioos,  is  confined  to  the  wants  and  con- 
Tenienoe  cf  the  Government  itself.  . 

And  now,  sir,  let  ns  see  on  what  grounds  it 
is  that  tlie  Message  refrains  from  recommend- 
measures  of  genual  relief,  The  Frmdent 

**  It  ires  not  dedgned  by  the  constitution  that  tbe 
Government  eboula  assume  the  management  of  do- 
mestic or  foreign  exdiange.  It  is,  indeed,  author- 
ised to  regulate,  by  law,  t^  commerce  between  tiie 
States,  and  to  provide  a  general  standard  of  value  or 
medium  of  exchange  in  sold  and  silver ;  but  it  is 
not  its  province  to  aid  bSvidoals  hi  the  transfer  of 
tfaeir  fimds,  otherwise  than  throng  the  fkciUtiee 
aflteded  1^  tbe  Post  Office  Department.  As  justly 
nddit  it  be  called  aa  to  proride  fbr  the  tanapwta- 
tkn  of  their  meKbindise.^ 

And  agtun: 

"  If,  therefore,  I  refrain  from  soggesting  to  Con- 
peas  any  apecific  plan  for  regulaUng  the  exdianges 
at  the  country,  relieving  mercantile  embaiTassmente, 
or  Interfering  with  the  ordinary  operations  of  foreign 
or  domestio  commerce,  it  is  from  a  conviction  tut 
CTch  measures  are  not  within  the  constitnticmal  prov- 
ince of  the  General  Government,  and  that  their 
adoption  would  not  promote  tbe  real  and  pennanait 
welfare  of  those  they  might  be  designed  to  dd." 

The  Iresident,  then,  sir,  declines  to  recom- 
mend any  measore  for  the  relief  of  commerce, 
for  the  restoration  of  the  curr^cy,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  exchanges,  on  the  avowed  ground 
that,  in  his  opinion,  sncli  measures  are  not 
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within  the  ccmstitQtjcHial  power  oi  OoDgrem. 
He  is  distinct  and  explidt,  and  so  far  entiUed 
to  credit.  He  denies,  bro«ll^  and  flatly,  that 
there  is  any  authority  in  this  GoTemment  to 
regulate  the  currency,  and  the  exohanges,  be- 
yond its  care  of  the  coin.  The  question,  then, 
is  fairly  stated.  It  cannot  be  misunderstood; 
and  we  are  now  to  see  bow  Congrese,  uid,  what 
is  much  more  important,  how  the  conntzy,  wiD 
settle  it 

Mr.  Freddent,  if,  in  May  laa^  when  muSt 
paymoits  were  suspended^  the  Ftwdent  m  one 
of  the  banks  had  called  his  cooncil  of  directtos 
togefher,  informed  them  that  their  aflhirs  wen 
threatened  with  danger,  that  they  could  not 
collect  th«r  debts  in  specie,  and  might  not  be 
able  to  pay  their  creditors  in  specie,  and  recom- 
mended such  measures  as  be  thought  their  in- 
terest required ;  his  policy,  in  all  this,  wonid 
have  been  no  more  exclusively  confined  to  the 
interests  of  hia  corporation,  tlian  the  policy  of 
the  Message  is  confined  to  the  interests  of  this 
great  corporation  of  Government,  Both  in 
practioe,  therefore,  and  on  principle,  in  reality, 
and  avowedly,  the  administration  alundons  the 
currency  to  ita  fate.  It  surrenders  all  care  over 
it,  declines  all  concern  about  it,  and  denies  that 
it  has  any  duty  c(Hmected  with  it. 

Sir,  the  question,  then,  comes  to  be  tins: 
Shall  one  of  the  great  powers  of  the  coDStttc- 
tion,  a  power  essential  to  it,  on  any  jost  pltio 
or  theory  of  Government,  a  power  which  hat 
been  exercised  'from  the  beginning,  a  power 
absolutely  necessary  and  iodispensable  to  the 
proper  regulation  of  the  commerce  of  the  comi- 
try,  be  now  surrendered  and  abandoned  fo^ 
ever  1  To  tids  point  we  have  come,  ear,  aftw 
pursuing  the  "  experiment "  of  the  late  admin- 
istration for  five  years.  And  from  this  point,  I 
am  persuaded,  the  country  will  move,  and  move 
strongly,  in  one  direction  or  another.  We  sbiO 
^tber  go  over  to  the  gentleman  from  IDsbootL 
and  suffer  him  to  embrace  ns  in  his  gold  aod 
ulver  arms,  and  hng  ns  to  bin  bard  money 
breast;  or  we  shall  retam  to  the  lon^trie^ 
well-^proved,  and  constitntioiial  prwSoe  oc 
tbe  Government. 

As  to  the  employmoit  of  the  State  banks,  for 
the  purpose  of  muntaining  the  currency,  and 
carrying  on  the  operations  of  exchange,  1  cer- 
tainly never  had  any  coufideoco  in  th^  syBtem, 
and  have  none  now. 

I  think  the  State  banks  can  never  fnmiiih  a 
medium  for  circulation,  which  shall  have  ooi- 
versal  credit  and  be  of  equal  value  everywherb 

I  think  they  have  no  powraa,  or  ftenltie^ 
which  can  enable  them  to  restrain  exceeaive 
issues  of  pwer. 

I  think  tb^  reflective  spheres  of  actiw  are 
so  limited,  and  their  correncies  so  local,  that 
they  can  never  accomplish  what  is  desired  in 
relaUon  to  exclianges. 

Still,  I  prefer  the  employment  of  State  banb 
to  the  project  b^ore  us ;  because  it  is  less  of  a 
project;  beoanse  it  is  less  dangerous;  and, 
ohiefly,  because  it  iot»  not  sorrender,  effect- 
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tuUIy,  and  in  terms,  a  great  power  of  the  con- 

stitation. 

In  every  respect  tliis  project  is  objectioaable. 
It  is  bat  another  "  experiment ; "  and  those  who 
recommend  it  so  zealonslj,  were  the  authors  of 
the  last,  and  were  equally  full  of  confidence  and 
assnrance  in  regard  to  that. 

Who  invite  us  to  try  this  experiment !  What 
Toices  do  we  hear  raised  in  its  recomn^nda- 
tion?  Are  they  not  the  well-known  voices 
which  we  heard  so  often  when  the  late  "  ex- 
periment" was  h^ant  We  know  of  bat  one 
aocesnoQ.  The  voice  of  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina  is  heard,  it  is  tme,  now 
mingling  with  the  general  strain ;  and  that  is 
alL  Where,  then,  is  the  gronnd  for  confidence 
in  this  experiment,  more  than  there  was  for  it 
inthelaati 

This  scheme,  too,  is  against  all  onr  usages, 
and  all  onr  habits.  It  locke  np  the  revenne, 
□nder  bolts  and  bars,  from  the  time  of  collec- 
tion to  tiie  time  of  disborsement.  Onr  practice 
has  been  o^erwlse,  and  it  has  been  a  useful 
practice.  In  1888,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
nry  admonished  the  deposit  banks,  since  they 
bad  obtained  Uie  custody  of  the  pnblio  fimds,  to 
accommodate  the  public,  to  loan  freely,  espe- 
ciaUj  to  importing  merobante.  And  now,  a 
system  is  proposed  to  as,  according  to  wbtoh 
any  use  of  the  public  fonds,  by  way  of  loan  or 
accommodation  to  the  public,  is  made  a  crim- 
inal offence,  and  to  be  prosecuted  by  indict- 
ment I    Admirable,  admirable  con^tency  I 

Mr.  HuEBABD  Bud :  The  bill  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  if  carried  into  full  effect, 
cannot  &il  to  relieve  the  Government  from 
present  financial  embarrassment  I  am  foUy 
aware  that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  chairman  of 
tlie  committee  to  present  his  own  views  in  re< 
I^on  to  the  measure :  It  will  be  his  province 
to  give  a  very  detiUlea  statement  ot  toe  char- 
acter and  effect  of  that  bOI— its  benefits  to  the 
Government  to  the  banking  insdtotion  of  the 
eoontry,  and  to  tiie  people  themselTw.  It  can- 
not bat  have  occurred,  however,  to  evenr  indi- 
vidual,^ that  if  this  bill  should  now  be  adopted, 
it  wotud  in  effect  be  but  the  same  measure,  so 
£ir  as  it  relates  to  the  collection  and  to  the  ais- 
barsement  of  the  public  money,  which  has  ex- 
isted almost  from  1789,  until  tiie  Joint  resolu- 
tion of  April,  1818.  This  bill,  if  carried  into 
effect,  would  give  to  the  Government  the  cer- 
tain and  absolute  control  of  its  own  funds.  So 
^d  the  act  of  1789.  This  bin,  if  adopted,  would 
sever  the  Government  from  any  connection 
with  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  local  banks 
of  the  country.  So  did  Uie  act  of  1789 ;  an^ 
ncAirithstandiDg  tiie  existence  of  the  Bank  of 
the  Uidted  States  fixmi  1791  to  1811,  there  was 
no  legal  provinon  which  created  that  institu- 
tion, or  any  other  hank,  the  receiver  and  dls- 
bantw  of  the  public  revenue.  If  this  bill  should 
be  adopted,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government 
win  collect,  hold,  and  disburse  the  publio  rev- 
enues upon  their  own  responsibUity.  So  did 
tbe  ooUeetors  under  tiie  act  of  Jxijt  1789.  If 
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this  bill  be  passed,  the  fiscal  agents  will  be  im- 
mediately acooontable  to  the  Government.  So 
were  the  collectors  of  the  revenue  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  rechartw 
of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  1816.  The  ad- 
vantages the  Government  will  derive  from  the 
operation  of  this  measure  will  be  the  certun 
control  of  its  own  funds,  the  direct  respona- 
bility  and  accountability  to  the  Government  of 
its  own  fiscal  agents ;  and  anotiier  benefit  which 
will  result  from  tbe  adoptacni  of  this  measure, 
will  be  the  unchangeable  character  of  its  own 
means,  and  the  fixed  value  of  its  own  revenues 
— not  liable  to  d^reciation  by  the  casualties 
and  misfortunes  to  which  the  moneyed  institu- 
tions of  tbe  country  are  more  or  less  liable. 
The  utter  failure  of  this,  or  the  severe  losses  of 
that  bank,  can,  in  nowise,  deteriorate  the  valae 
of  the  Government  Amds.  So  it  was  for  the 
first  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  adoption  of 
our  constitution.  Independent  of  all  banks,  we 
wonld  manage  our  finances  in  our  own  way, 
and  with  perfect  security  to  the  Government 
So  it  was  under  the  act  of  1789.  The  revenues 
then  were  collected  and  disbursed  independeat 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  These  are 
some  of  the  benefits  whidi  would  residt  to  tbe 
Government  by  the  adoptltm  <^  this  bill ;  and, 
acting  independant  of  local  banks  in  the  collec- 
tion and  disbursement  of  the  pnblio  revenue,  it 
would  also,  in  its  operation,  he  hweficial  to  the 
banks  themselves.  If  this  measure  be  earned 
into  effect,  no  longer  will  the  money  of  the 
Government  be  osed  by  the  Stato  banks  In 
their  banking  operations;  no  longer  will  the 
money  of  tiie  Government  be  employed  in  in- 
creanng  tiie  paper  issues  of  the  banks,  by  in- 
crearing  their  discounts,  and  their  credits ;  and 
certain  it  is  that  this  depodt  with  the  loo^ 
banks  cannot  be  required  for  the  transactions 
of  the  neonsary  bunness  of  a  bntdness  oom- 
manity.  Hie  pecnidary  aid  of  the  Government 
is  not  needed  lor  the  It^timate  <n«ration  of  the. 
local  bmks.  There  is  not,  Ur.  President,  any 
want  of  bank  capital  in  tbe  countiy ;  if  there 
was,  there  u  no  want  of  a  disposition  to  create 
bank  capital.  The  complunt  u,  and  has  beeiL 
that  banks  have  multiplied  too  n^idly,  and 
beyond  the  neoes^ties  and  wants  of  a  commer- 
cial and  trading  community.  The  complunt  is 
weU  founded.  Certtdn  the  fact  is,  that  there  is 
not  at  this  time,  witiiin  the  limits  of  New  Eng- 
land, any  want  of  bank  capital.  If  this  be  so, 
what  occasion  can  there  be,  where  is  the  neces- 
sity, of  requiring  the  depoent  of  the  publio  money 
to  carry  on  the  proper  operations  of  these  local 
banks?  There  caa  be  no  necessity;  and  the 
sound,  stable,  sabstuitial  institotions  will  be 
essentially  hen^ted  by  giving  up  this  trading 
upon  the  money  of  the  Government,  and  by 
returning  to  the  good  old  safe  practice  (tf  man- 
aging their  own  business  upon  their  own  cap- 
itis. There  is  too  much  uncertainty  attending 
the  use  of  the  public  money  to  JustiQr  any  bank 
doing  business  upon  the  strength  of  Govem- 
ment  d^odts.  It  is  tone  that  a  half  (tf  a  ndl- 
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lion  may  be  placed  with  a  public  depositoiy  to- 
day for  Bafe-keeping :  and  ma^  It  not  be  sa 
that  a  pnbtio  tqipropriatioQ  for  some  Tinezpoctea 
and  onlodced-for  event  may  reader  it  indis- 
penMbly  necessary  to  withdraw  at  once  the 
whole  amount  of  snoh  a  depont;  and  if  the 
bank  had  previoasly  put  this  deposit  ont  on 
loan — aB  it  certainly  wonld  do,  nnder  the  de- 
posit act,  to  indemniiy  it  against  tlie  claim  of 
the  Government  to  interest — might  it  not  be 
embarrassing  to  the  banks  to  answer  such  a  call 
from  the  Treasury  Department? 

The  great  uncertunty,  then,  both  as  to 
amount,  and  to  time,  which  mast  attend  the 
deposits  of  the  public  money,  cannot  fiul  to  be 
regarded  by  sound  and  weU-regnlated  banks  as 
a  great  ejection  to  the  reoeption  of  the  Gov- 
ernment deposita.  If  tiie  baabs  which  have 
been  selected  under  the  deposit  act  of  June  28, 
18S6,  should  be  called  upon  to  answer  the  in- 
quiry whether  the  Government  money  received 
by  them  in  deposit  has  been  a  benefit  to  their 
respective  institutions,  the  answer  of  the  solvent 
and  stable  deposit  b^iks  wonld  be — no ;  they 
have  been  an  injury,  rather  than  a  benefit 
Trace  the  history  of  the  deposits  which  have 
been  made  with  the  banks  in  Kew  England, 
and  it  must  result,  from  the  great  uncertainty 
and  instability  which  has  attended  the  moneyed 
operations  of  tiie  Government,  that  the  deposits 
have  served  but  to  augment  th^  peoimiary 
embairassmentB.  Better,  then,  wonld  it  be  for 
them  ,and  for  the  Government  to  dissolve  the 
connection.  And.  Mr.  President,  the  people 
themselves,  for  whose  interest  there  has  been 
much  feeling  manifested  pending  the  debate 
upon  this  bill,  would  also  participate  in'  the 
benefits  which  would  result  from  the  adoption 
of  this  measure.  Men  would  become  steady 
and  settled  in  their  operations ;  there  wonld  no 
longer  be  given  to  property  an  inflated  and  fac- 
titious value ;  business  would  resume  its  accus- 
tomed channels;  and  the  excitement,  always 
temporary  and  always  dangerous,  (the  fruit  of 
any  extraordinary  expansion  of  paper  currency,) 
wonld  be  done  away ;  the  spirit  of  speculation 
and  ovotrading  wotud  be  checked;  a  sound 
discretion  and  a  guarded  prudence  wonld  mark 
the  ocmdnct  of  bnsinesa  men,  and  give  character 
to  all  their  operations.  There  would  not,  and 
there  could  not  be,  that  constant  change  and 
revolution  in  the  value  of  property,  neorasaiily 
involving  in  its  consequences  the  fortune  and 
the  fate  of  thousands.  I^t  the  Government, 
tlirough  its  own  agents,  collect  and  hold  its 
revenues  exclusively  for  public  purposes;  let 
the  Government  withhold  from  liie  local  insti- 
tutions the  use  of  the  public  funds,  and  that 
wild,  extravagant,  and  adventurous  spirit  which 
has  pervaded  our  country  for  the  last  two  years, 
will  be  controlled  by  the  power  of  sober  judg- 
ment ;  and  if  such  would  be  the  consequences 
resuldng  from  the  adopUon  of  this  measure, 
surely  t£e  people  would  greatly  participate  in 
the  benefits  of  the  system.  Tn  my  belief  the 
Govenunent,  the  banks,  and  tiie  people,  would  I 


derive  essential  advantages  from  tJie  admrtioo 
of  this  measure.  I  ahal^  therefore,  Mr.  Freii- 
dent,  give  to  it  my  best  support.  As  a  mrauber 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I  agreed  to  re- 
port the  bill.  The  discusnon  which  has  taka 
place  since  the  bill  has  been  before  die  Senate 
— to  all  of  which  I  have  (pven  my  constant  at- 
tention— has  served  to  satisfy  my  own  mind  <^ 
the  necessity,  policy,  and  justice,  of  the  mea»> 
ure.  I  deeply  re^et  that  a  diSerent  view  hat 
been  taken  of  this  matter  by  other  gcmtlema^ 
for  whose  opinions  I  have  ever  entertdned  a 
profound  rMpect ;  but  it  Is,  I  trust,  but  an  hon- 
est difference  of  opinion  on  a  leading  measors 
of  public  policy.  I  have  no  bdief  that  any 
change  of  sentiment  can  be  accomplished;  bn^ 
sir,  I  must  be  excused  for  noticing  some  of  the 
objections  which  have  been  made  on  this  floor 
to  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

First  It  is  objected  that  the  bill  provides 
that  the  revenues  of  the  Government  stiould  be 
collected  and  disbursed  in  gold  and  silver ;  and 
from  tiie  consequence  given  to  this  olgectirai 
to  the  measure  pending  the  debate,  the  infer- 
ence must  be  that  in  this  particular  a  great 
innovation  upon  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment Is  contemplated,  and  that  a  new  principle 
is  to  be  introduced  into  our  legislation ;  but,  so 
far  from  that  being  the  fact,  this  aame  principle 
— this  special  provision— has  b^n  coe:dstent 
with  the  Government  itself.  By  th»  act  to  ref- 
ulate  the  odlection  of  dntiea,  &c.,  approved 
July  2],  1789}  it  is  provided  "that  the  dntiea 
and  fees  to  be  ocdlected  by  virtue  of  aaid  act, 
shall  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only." 
And  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary, 1791,  creating  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provid^  *'  that  the  bills  or  notes  of 
the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable^ 
or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  de- 
mand, in  gold  and  diver  coin,  snail  be  receved 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States."  The 
corporation  was  not,  by  the  terms  of  its  char- 
ter, made  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govcmmeat; 
nor  was  the  bank  made  the  deppmtory  of  the 

{mblio  revenues.  The  respcmfflbilitj  of  the  col- 
ectors,  created  by  the  act  of  1789,  was  not 
tranaforred  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States 
They,  and  t^ey  alone,  were  directly  accountaUe 
to  Uie  Government.  Then:  duties  were  pre- 
scribed l>y  the  act,  and  were  not,  by  the  cnar- 
ter  of  the  bank,  changed.  This  fiai^nre  ot  the 
bill,  should  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  be  adopted,  would  contain  no 
new  principle,  nor  introduce  any  new  practice. 
From  1789  to  1816,  such  was  the  usage  of  the 
Gcvemment,  and  such  was  the  law  of  the  land. 
And  I  would  confidently  f^peal  to  Uie  ex- 
perience of  the  people,  whether  the  material 
change  in  the  collection  and  disbnrsement  of 
tlie  public  revenues  which  took  plaoe  on  the 
recharter  of  the  United  States  Bank  in  ISIH, 
and  the  anteeqnait  changes  which  have  taken 
place,  have  adiranoed  tMir  peace,  prosperi^, 
and  haopinesa.  Under  the  i^atem  wbiai  was 
estahU^ed  in  1789^  awL  pnetiBed  tm  I^  tba 
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GoTemment,  the  revennea  trere  oollectod  and 
disbaraed  in  a  cmrenoy  not  sabjeot  to  change 
or  deterioration,  \>j  its  own  fiscal  agents,  di- 
rectly responsible  to  the  GoTemmrait.  By  the 
act  of  1816,  reohartering  tbe  United  States 
Bank,'  that  corporation  was  made  the  responsi- 
W©  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govemment.  All  the 
bills  or  notes  of  the  craporation,  without  any 
diaeriminalion,  were  made  reonvable  in  aU 
pvyraents  to  tbe  United  States,  And  the  act 
jHTorldea  flather,  "tltat  the  deposits  of  the 
BMoey  of  tbe  United  States,  in  plaoea  in  which 
the  siod  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  es- 
tabliahed,  shall  l>e  made  in  stud  bank  or  brandi- 
es;" and  *'that  daring  the  continuance  of  tiie 
aotf  and  whoiever  required  by  tbe  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasory,  the  said  corporation  diaH  give 
iho  necessary  &cilitie6  for  transferring  the  pnb- 
fic  fbnds  from  place  to  place,  within  uie  United 
Mates,  and  for  distribnting  the  same  in  pay- 
meat  of  tbe  pablio  creditors,  without  chai^" 
Ae.  These  prorisions  were  introduced,  by  way 
of  amend  men  ts  to  the  bill,  after  it  had  been  re- 
plied by  tike  ocnnmittee,  and  were,  I  IwlieTe, 
proposed  by  tiie  Senatw  frcnn  Massaobnsetts, 
thereby  miieriaUy  and,  as  it  has  operated,  in- 
juriously changing  the  whole  praodoe  of  tbe 
Government  in  relatiOD  to  the  collection  and 
disborsement  of  the  pnbllo  funds. 

Had  the  bank  been  vested  with  no  other 
powers  by  the  act  of  1616,  than  were  confeixed 
by  the  act  of  1791,  the  evils  which  have  since 
been  experienced  would  probably  have  been 
avoided.  It  was  its  intimate  connection  with 
the  flnanoes  of  the  country — it  was  the  control 
it  possessed  over  the  public  funds— it  was  tbe 
PMitical  influence  it  was  supposed  to  exer<Mse 
— that  awakened  the  Jealonsy  of  the  American 
people,  and  excited  feelings  and  established 
opinions  hostile  to  tbe  contlnaanoe  of  such  an 
instttotkm. 

A  second  otjeetion  made  to  the  bill  is,  that 
it  in  eflfeot  reprals  the  act  depositing  the  money 
of  tbe  Government  with  the  local  braks,  and 
thereby  prodacing  great  iqjory  to  those  institu- 
tions. 1  have  already  expressed  my  own  views 
as  to  the  effect  tliis  measure  would  have  upon 
State  banks.  And  all  I  wish  to  add  is,  ^at, 
until  local  banks  were  selected  as  public  depos- 
itories, for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  existence 
ot  this  Government,  the  local  banking  institn- 
tkns  of  the  country  did  not  connt  upon  any 
snoh  aid  from  tiie  Government  as  essential  to 
their  prosperity,  or  necessary  to  their  success. 

A  third  objeetum  to  tbe  bill  is,  that  it  creates 
one  currency  for  the  Ctovemment  and  another 
for  the  peopK 

Was  tiiere  any  complaint  of  this  sent  made 
under  tbe  act  of  1789 1  Was  there  thai  one 
currency  for  the  Government  and  another  for 
the  people  f  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  GaroUna  be  adopted,  after  1641.  the 
revenues  will  be  received  in  gold  and  sdver 
only.  And  what  would  be  the  effect  of  snob  a 
prooeeding?  Would  the  gold  and  silver  receiv- 
ed for  the  pnblio  revenoes  be  abstracted  from 


[Sbkatb. 

tbe  general  onrrenoy  f  Would  it  be  locked  np 
from  circulation  ?  Would  it  be  salted  down  in 
the  vaults  of  the  sub-Treafiury  officer?  Na 
sir:  the  revenues  and  tbe  public  dues  would 
come  from  the  people,  and  they  would  be  dis- 
bursed to  tbe  people.  If  pud  in  a  metallic  cur- 
rency to  onr  nscu  agents,  the  same  currency 
would,  by  the  same  agents,  be  disbursed  to  the 
pnbllo  omitors.  The  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment shows,  that  at  the  commencement  of  each 
fiscal  year,  tiiere  is  not  on  an  average  in  the 
pnbllo  lYeasury,  subject  to  draft,  a  sum  exceed- 
ing six  millions  of  dollars.  If,  in  tbe  coarse  of 
the  year,  twenty  more  millions  have  been  re- 
ceived, a  like  amount  has  been  disbursed.  A 
sum  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  ^ecle,  then, 
would  ordinarily  be  the  balance  of  tbe  account 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  at  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  fiscal  year ;  and  can  tbe  abstraction  of 
six  from  more  than  eighty  millions  now  in  the 
country,  so  alarm  the  fears  of  gentlemen  as  to  lead 
them  to  the  conclusion  that  tbe  consequence 
of  this  measure  will  be  tbe  establisliment  of 
one  currrency  for  the  Government,  and  a  differ- 
ent currency  for  the  people  ?  And  are  not  all 
of  the  people  I  Are  men  hiding  office  a  dis- 
tinot  race  from  the  peoplot  And  can  it  be 
seriotisly  contended  that  the  revenues  received 
end  ptdd  out  to  pablio  creditors  are  withdrawn 
from  ciroolation,  and  from  the  care  of  the  peo- 
ple f  Ko,  sir,  it  cannot.  Debtors  and  creditors 
to  the  Government  are  parts  of  tbe  same  com- 
munity. They  are  of  the  people ;  and  their  re- 
lation to  the  Government  is  constantly  chang- 
ing. To-day  one  may  be  a  creditor— to-mor- 
row he  may  be  a  debtor ;  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive in  what  way  or  manner  tbe  adoption  of 
this  bill  would  create  one  currency  for  the  Gov- 
ernment and  another  for  the  people — would  es- 
tablish those  high  or  low  in  office — all  who 
have  clfdms  upon  the  Qovermnent — as  an  order 
of  men  possessing  peculiar  and  exclusive  priv- 
ileges. It  cannot  so  be.  The  otjeotitm  has  no 
foundation  in  troth. 

A  fourth  ol^ection  is  made,  that  the  bill  di- 
vorces the  Government  from  the  banks.  The 
bill  separates  the  Government  from  the  banks 
in  no  other  way  than  it  sa^  that  no  longer 
shall  the  banks  have  tbe  public  deports  for  the 
purpose  of  expandiag  and  enlarmng  their  psip&r 
currency.  This  is  the  divorce  about  which  Sen- 
ators complun.  Tbe  propriety  of  snoh  a  sepa- 
ration I  have  already  discussed. 

Another  objection  made  to  this  measure  is, 
that  it  in  effect  destroys  tbe  credit  system,  un- 
der which  tbe  countiT^  has  eqjoyed  so  mnch 
prosperity. 

There  can  be  no  donbt  that  credit,  as  contra- 
distinguished from  cash  payment,  has  been,  and 
may  be,  attended  with  conseqaences  most  ben- 
eficial to  the  prosperity  of  a  commnnity ;  that 
it  stimolates  enterprise,  and,  when  properly  re- 
strained, cannot  fail  to  advance  private  inter- 
est; but  such  a  credit  system  needs  not  the 
protecting  care  of  tbe  Government.  It  is  the 
ezoeas  of  credit  that  brings  danger,  distress,  and 
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diamaj.  It  is  that  onooDtrolled  and  uncontrol- 
lable spirit  of  adventure  which  leads  to  disaster, 
embarrassmait,  and  ruin.  It  is  that  bold  and 
daring  passion  for  speeolation,  sostained  for  a 
tbxM  on  credit,  whu£  pnts  in  Jeopardy  the  for- 
tones  vt  indiTidnala,  prortratea  toe  best  efibrts 
of  enterprise,  and  scatters  firebrands  and  death 
among  an  active  bosiness  commonly.  Whence 
tikis  ceoeral  desolation  which  now  pervades  oar 
land!  Whence  this  general,  this  nniversal  em- 
barrassment, which  now  prevails  throti^h  the 
ooiintr7  ?  It  is  to  be  traced  to  a  most  lojadi- 
cions  and  nnwarrantable  expansion  of  the  credit 
K^etem.  This  has  been  the  efficient  aod  pro- 
dncing  canse  of  the  pecuniary  distress  that  now 
extends  from  Maine  to  Florida,  A  jadiciona,  a 
well-regolated  system  of  credit,  has  its  advan- 
tages in  evety  commnnity,  and  among  every 
class  of  onr  dtizeos;  hot  I  submit  whether, 
from  the  woftd  experience  we  have  had,  we 
owht  to  wish  to  retom  to  the  loeid  banks  the 
pobtto  depodta,  if  thereby  on  eolai^gement  d 
individaaT  credit  eoold  be  obtained,  and  a  oor- 
reqionffing  increase  of  a  paper  mediom  t  I  can- 
not doubt  what  would  be  the  response. 

Ihe  accommodation  proposed  to  be  extended 
to  the  deposit  banks  is  a  relief  measure,  fpving 
time  to  those  institutions,  and  enabling  those 
Institutions  to  f^ve  time  to  their  debtors.  The 
warehonse  bill  is  a  great  relief  measure,  re<»iir- 
ing  cash  payment  for  importations  which  shall 
enter  into  the  consomptioa  of  the  country,  and 
relieving  the  people  and  the  Government  from 
the  very  evils  under  which  we  are  now  labor- 
ini^-the  abose  of  the  credit  syston. 

Each  and  all  these  measures  look  directly  to 
the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the  people ; 
sod  notwithstanding  tiie  specolatioDS  of  gen- 
tlemen here  and  elsewhere,  with  req>ect  to  the 
true  character  of  these  measures,  let  them  but 
be  adopted— the  banks,  the  merohaotL  the  peo- 
ple, wnl  all  onito  in  expressing  to  thw  authors 
their  deq>  sense  of  gratitude. 


i^AT,  September  39. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ocnuidenition  cf  the 
Sob-Treasury  bilL 

'  "Mr.  BuoHASAH  said:  Hr.  Fresidmt,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  crauneroial  and  mana- 
ihotnring  classes  of  onr  people  throodiout  the 
Union  are  now  an&riog  severely  unda*  one  of 
those  periodical  pressures  which  have  so  <^n 
afflicted  the  country.  Keltlier  has  the  agrioul- 
toral  and  other  interests  escwed  without  mjury, 
although  they  have  not  suffered  to  the  same 
extent.  The  exhaustion  of  the  homan  system 
does  not  succeed  a  high  degree  of  unnatural  ex- 
citement with  more  unerring  certainty  than 
that  a  depression  in  the  business  of  the  oountry 
must  follow  excessive  speculation.  The  one  is 
a  law  of  natnre,  the  other  a  scarcely  less  uni- 
form law  of  trade.  The  degree  of  Uiis  depres- 
don  will  always  bear  an  exact  proportion  to 
the  degree  of  overaotion.  As  many  degrees  as 


the  syston  has  been  elevated  above  the  pc^t 
of  healthy  action,  so  many  degrees  most  it  rink 
below,  after  the  eflbcts  of  the  stiznolus  hav* 
passed  away. 

What  has  bem  the  lustory  <tf  the  ctwitry  in 
ibis  reroeett  One  of  oomituit  TilmtuBL  I 
can  speak  podtively  on  this  subject  in  r^DUd 
to  the  p^od  of  time  since  I  cwne  into  pufia 
life.  What  has  been  wiU  be  agsio.  The  nme 
canses  will  pro^ioe  the  same  eSbots.  Ve  ean 
cherish  no  reas(mable  hope  a  tibaaga  nnka 
the  State  L^slatures  should  take  a  firm  and 
decided  stand.  The  history  of  the  past  will  be* 
come  that  of  the  ftature.  This  year  we  hare 
sunk  to  the  extreme  point  of  depreesitm.  The 
country  is  now  glutted  with  fordgn  merchan- 
^se.  There  wiU,  therefore,  be  but  few  impor- 
tations. All  our  efforts  are  now  directed  tow- 
ards the  payment  of  our  foiragn  debt.  The 
next  year  the  patient  will  b^n  to  ncndt  his 
exhausted  en^giea.  Domestic  mann&etuea 
win  flourish  hi  proportion  as  tonim  goods  be- 
ocme  scaroe.  fba  third  year,  »  mr  biusiiess 
will  be  done.  The  oountry  wiU  present  a  flour- 
ishing apporanee.  Property  of  all  desoqt- 
tions  will  command  a  fair  prioe,  and  we  shalt 
glide  along  smoothly  and  jffoeperomlj.  The 
fourth  or  the  fifth  year  the  era  oi  extravagant 
speculation  will  return,  agun  to  b«  eoeceeaed 
by  another  depresrion.  At  sucoesnve  periods 
the  best  and  most  enterprising  men  the  cotor- 
try  are  crushed.  They  fafi  viotima  at  the 
shrine  of  the  insatiate  and  insatiable  Mfdoch  of 
extravagant  banking.  Itis  ao  eveiiasting  <7- 
de.  The  wise  man  says  then  is  no  new  tUng 
undw  the  son;  and  we  are  destined,  I  ftar, 
agdn  and  ^|dn  to  pass  through  the  same  vi- 
cissitudes. The  aspect  is  perpeUially  duaginft 
but  is  never  new. 

Senators  have  plumed  thcauelvea,  and  tbdr 
adnurers  throughout  the  country  haye  apj^od- 
ed  than,  as  being  wonderfiUly  sagacious  in 
thdr  prediotiona.  Thdr  re^tectiTe  pattisans 
ate  ready  to  exdum— 

•"Tbt  iVUt  of  Amv  pN^eer  baO, 
KxMimig  the  mat  Snlta  viM  Boim: 
Tlut^  p«t  «Bd  wluiOs  to  come  Iw  can  immr* 

Bot  no  deep  penetration  .into  fMurity  was 
required  to  mtuie  these  ^*ophedes.  Until  ex* 
isbng  can  sea  shall  be  removed,  the  fiitws  most 
be  the  counterpart  of  the  past. 

Wheooe  this  eternal  viossitode  in  the  bosi- 
neaaof  theooDutty.  What  is  Hie  aecnt  q»ing 
of  all  these  caluoities!  I  answer,  the  ^fMrit  of 
enterprise,  so  nafioral  to  AHmkan  dtiaena. 
cited  into  fbrioos  acti<Hi  by  the  stimnlos  of  ex- 
cessive banking.  It  operates  as  does  the  inhal- 
ing of  oxygen  gas  upon  the  human  mind,  argiDg 
it  on  to  every  extravagance  and  to  every  folly. 

I  do  not  deny  that  several  sabordinote  cir* 
oumstanoes  have  operated  in  unison  with  this 
grand  canse  to  make  the  {xtfient  catastroi^ 
more  seTore  than  it  otherwise  might  have  been. 
Still  it  is  the  root  of  all  the  eva  It  is  the 
chief  and  almost  the  only  souroe  from  wluoh 
the  ATiating  distress  has  flowed. 
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I  was  not  a  member  of  this  bodj  when  the 
cBsonsnon  took  place  on  the  veto  of  the  bank 
chuter,  or  the  removal  of  the  deports.  Al- 
though both  these  measures  recuved  mj  cor- 
dial approbation,  yet  I  refrun  pniposely  fh>m 
rcpljing,  at  this  late  period,  to  the  remarks 
which  have  been  made  on  these  sabjects.  They 
have  already  passed  into  history,  and  been 
nnetioned  by  toe  public  approbation. 

Amongrt  these  sabndiary  causes  of  the  ez- 
isting  (fi^rees  may  be  ennmerated  the  destruc- 
tion iji  ewital  by  the  igreat  fire  at  New  York, 
In  Deeeoiber,  1686.  The  wild  speculations  in 
pttblie  Uuds,  and  in  splendid  towns  and  cities, 
upon  pi^MT  thronghoot  the  Western  States, 
which  withdrew  capital  from  the  commercial 
4^es,  where  it  was  most  wanted,  to  portions 
of  the  oonntry  where  it  was  not  required ;  and 
the  specie  circular,  if  jou  please,  which,  how- 
ever wise  it  may  have  been  ia  its  origin,  ought 
not,  in  my  opinion,  to  have  been  continued  in 
force  after  it  oad  peif>rnied  its  office  aod  had 
cbedced  the  wild  speculations  in  pubjic  lands. 
I  Totod  in  favor  of  tiie  bill  at  the  last  sesdon 
vlddi  rqiealed  tlds  dronlar ;  and,  under  the 
MmA  dnnunatanoes,  I  would  again  act  in  the 
SUM  manner.  Bat  permit  me  to  aay  that  Its 
effiaeta  have  been  grratly  exfl^^erated.  It  did 
not  carry  to  the  West  any  thing  approaching 
the  amount  of  gold  and  silver  wbioh  Senators 
have  estimated.  According  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  the  specie  in 
ijl  tiie  Western  deposit  banks,  including  Mich- 
igan, but  little  exceeded  four  millions  of  dollars 
at  the  date  of  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments ;  and  in  the  south-western  deposit  banks 
it  did  not  amount  to  one  million  two  hundred 
tiioasand  doUara  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire 
bow  much  less  gold  and  ^ver  there  would 
have  been  in  tbcM  depontwies  had  the  spede 
dreolw  never  existed.  Oertdn  it  is  that  the 
compfloraaTely  small  amount  of  spede  whieh 
«ame  into  these  banks  in  oonsequenoe  of  this 
eireolar,  ooold  have  produced  ^at  an  inoon- 
sderable  effeet  on  the  Dosioess  <mF  our  commer- 
cial ciUea,  and  still  less  upon  the  snqtettnou  of 
specie  payments;. 

These  causes  may  have  made  the  revulsion  a 
littie  more  severe;  but,  had  tliey  never  existed^ 
fltill  it  must  have  come  with  desolating  fbroeu 

Senators  have  attributed  some  portion  of  the 
«xi8ting  distress  to  the  act  of  1884,  regulating 
the  standard  of  our  gold  coins.  They  have  not 
told  OS,  and  they  cannot  tell  us,  how  this  act 
could  have  produced  such  an  bSkL  It  was 
BO  party  measure^  and,  upon  its  passage,  there 
were  but  few,  I  Mtteve  seven,  v<^  against  it 
in  the  Senate.  It  wu  a  measnre  oi  abadnte 
neeesdty,  if  ve  dedred  that  our  own  gdd 
shonld  ever  circulate  in  this,  country.  Before 
its  passage,  a  half  ea^le,  as  an  artii^  of  mer- 
ehandtse,  was  intrinsically  worth  aboat  five 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  in  silver,  whilst 
its  standard  vidue,  as  ounreney  under  our  laws, 
was  only  five  dollars.  It  is  manifest,  therefore, 
tlut  ea^es  and  half  ei^es  nvror  ooold  bsTB  ea- 
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tered  liuto  general  circulation  had  it  not  been 
for  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  is  now  con- 
demned. It  was  a  mere  ac^ustment  of  the  rel- 
ative value  of  gold  to  ulrer,  according  to  the 
standard  of  ouier  natioos;  and,  if  fam  not 
greatly  mistaken  in  my  memoiy,  confonned  ex- 
actly in  this  partioolar  with  the  laws  <tf  ^ain 
and  PortugaL 

I  have  been  utterly  at  a  loss  to  ocoiodlve  the 
oanse  of  the  bostiUty  of  Senstora  to  this  neces* 
sary  measure,  unless  it  be  from  a  feeling  rimilar 
to  that  which,  it  is  said,  made  a  ^stingnished 
gentleman  desire  to  kill  every  sheep  wbleh 
came  in  his  way.  He  could  feel  no  person^ 
hostility  to  these  innocent  and  harmless  ani- 
mals ;  but  was  such  a  violent  anti-tariff  man, 
that  the  sight  of  them  always  reminded  him  o£ 
our  wooUen  manufactures.  Certunly  no  gentle- 
man can  entertain  any  objection  to  the  eagle 
and  half  eagle  themselves ;  but  they  may  remuid 
Senators  of  the  eflicient  aod  untiring  exertions 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  (Hr.  Bmos)  to 
introdnce  a  gold  currency  into  circulation.  As 
goldf  thnr  may  like  these  coins;  but,  as  Ben- 
tonian  mint  drops,  they  are  detestable. 

Senators  have  also  oontended  that  the  present 
depressed  condition  d  the  eonntry  hm  ben 
produced,  In  some  dw*ee,  by  the  laige  impor- 
tations of  specie  which  were  enoonraged  by  the 
administration  of  General  Jackson.  I  shall  not 
be  diverted  from  my  ra^n  purpose  by  anawer- 
m^  this  objection  in  detail.  Even  if  their  po- 
sition were  correct,  which  I  by  no  means  admit, 
that  more  gold  and  silver  had  been  forced  into 
the  country  .than  our  necessities  demanded,  or 
the  fixed  laws  of  trade  would  have  ^uatdfied, 
still  the  effect  would  have  been  transient  and 
trifling.  It  would  have  immediately  flowed 
back  tilrongfa  the  channels  of  commerce  to  the 
places  from  whence  it  came^  until  the  par  of  ex- 
change had  been  restored.  This  is  one  d  fb» 
fixed  and  invaria^e  laws  of  trade^  from  the 
obligation  of  which  we  can  never  be  released. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Olat,)  In 
the  course  d  his  remarks  upon  this  sabject^  In- 
volved himself  in  a  strange  contradictiou.  At 
the  commencement  of  his  speech  he  deprecated, 
with  his  usual  eloquence  and  ability,  the  policy 
of  the  past  administration  jn  forcing  specie  into 
this  country,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  trade. 
Towards  the  condlnnon,  when  his  &ncy  became 
excited  by  the  contemplation  of  the  splendid 
Bfmk  of  the  United  States  which  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  establish,  he  seemed  entirely  to  have 
changed  his  opinion.  In  order  to  obtain  the 
neoessary  amount  of  ^ec^  o^dtal,  hejapopimii 
that  some  twoity  or  twen^-five  miuoDa  of 
this  bank  Btodc  should  be  transmitted  to  Eon^ 
and  sdd  to  foreigners  hi  exdiange  fbr  gold  and 
idlver.  It  was  a  vic^tion  of  the  laws  <tf  trade, 
which  must  recoil  upon  oa,  to  force  a  greater 
amonnt  of  specie  into  the  country  than  our  Just 
proportion,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  it  mto 
circulation  among  uie  people ;  but.  when  the 
purpose  is  to  furnish  a  speoe  capital  of  twen^ 
or  twra^-five  mUlioni  ftor  a  new  bank  of  tlw 
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United  States,  then  all  difficoltiea  Taniah  from 
the  mind  of  the  ^tleman. 

No,  sir,  said  Mr,  B.,  withoat  the  agency  of 
any  of  these  secondary  causes,  the  present  dis- 
trew  mast  have  come.  It  was  inevitable  as 
fate.  No  law-  of  nature  ie  more  fixed,  than  tbat 
onr  over-banlciDg  and  onr  over-trading  must 
have  produced  the  disastrous  results  under 
Thich  we  are  now  niffieriiw. 

In  this  criria,  all  wMdi  l£e  General  Govern- 
ment can  effect  Is,  in  the  first  place,  to  vitiihold 
its  cteposits  from  the  banks,  and  thna  refrun 
from  eontiibnting  their  fbnds  to  swell  the  torrent 
of  wild  speculation ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to 
restndn  the  extravagance  of  their  credits  and  is- 
Boeei,  in  some  small  degree,  by  c<dleoting  and  dis- 
bnraing  onr  revenue  exclusively  in  specie,  or  in 
the  notes  ofbanks  which  will  pay  the  balances  due 
from  them  ia  specie,  at  short  intervals-  To  ac- 
eomplish  these  two  purposes,  as  well  as  to  ren- 
der the  public  revenue  more  secure,  are  the  ob- 
^ts  of  the  bill  and  ammdment  now  before  the 
Senate. 

mie  evils  ot  a  redundant  paper  dnnilation 
are  now  manifest  to  every  eye.  It  alternately 
niaes  and  sinks  the  value  <tf  every  man's  jnop- 
arty.  It  makes  a  b^ar  of  the  man  to-mor- 
row  who  is  indulging  in  dreams  of  wealth  to- 
day. It  converts  the  business  of  society  into  a 
mere  lottery ;  whilst  those  who  distribute  the 
prizes  are  wholly  irreepMuible  to  the  people. 
When  the  collapse  comes,  as  come  it  must,  it 
casts  laborers  out  of  employment,  crashes  man- 
n&ctnrers  and  merchants,  and  ruins  thousands 
of  honest  and  industrious  citizens.  Shall  we, 
then,  by  our  policy,  any  longer  contribute  to 
such  fatal  results  I   That  is  tiie  question. 

The  system  of  extravagant  banking  benefits 
no  person  except  the  al^wd  n»eculator,  who 
faMWB  how  to  take  advantage  oi  the  perpetual 
inetaation  in  prices  which  a  redundant  paper 
oarrttooy  never  Ms  to  prodnoe.  He  sees,  in 
the  graeral  causes  which  operate  upon  the 
eommercial  world,  when  money  ia  about  to  be 
soaroe,  and  when  it  will  become  plenty.  He 
studies  the  run  as  a  gambler  does  tiiat  of  the 
cards.  He  knows  when  to  boy  and  when  to 
sell,  and  thus  often  realizes  a  Itu-ge  estate  in  a 
Sem  happy  ventures.  Those  who  have  been 
inkiatea  into  the  mysteries  of  the  paper  money 
market,  can  thus  accumulate  rapid  fortunes  at 
ttie  expense  of  their  less  skilful  neighbors. 

The  question  before  the  Senate  is  not,  whether 
we  shall  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks.  The  banks  th^selves  have  done  that 
already.  The  alHanoe  is  already  dissolved.  The 
miestion  now  ia,  shall  ve,  with  all  the  expe- 
rioioe  of  the  past^  restore  tiiis  ill-foted  union! 
Ko  propitious  divinities  would  grace  the  new 
nuptials;  but  the  fatal  Asters  would  be  tiiere 
ready  again  to  out  the  oord  at  the  first  iqrproaoh 
of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  Senator  from  Virginia  (Ur.  Btrns)  has 
appealed  to  us  in  the  name  of  consistent  to 
support  his  amendment  But  circumstances 
wra  vatinijr  changed  anoe  we  voted  for  it  at 
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the  last  session.  Then  the  union  existed  be- 
tween the  banks  and  the  Treasury,  and  his  1^ 
prescribed  the  relative  duties  of  the  contractiog 
parties.  Now  the  contract  is  at  an  end.  The 
banks  have  violated  its  fundamental  obligatiws, 
and  the  Government  is  free.  The  preliminary 
question  now  is,  shall  we  enter  into  a  new  al- 
liance. We  must  first  determine  that  we  shall, 
before  any  qoesticm  ofconastencr  can  ftris& 
Should  we  again  connect  ourselves  with  the 
banks,  then,  tnA.  not  till  then,  can  we  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  rules  r^ulating  the  union.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  pro- 
ceeds upon  the  assumption  that  onr  former  re- 
lations are  to  be  restored.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment mainly  because  I  am  homle  to  this  re- 
union. If  Congress  should  first  determine  to 
restore  the  old  relations  betweoi  the  parties, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  might  there  be  some 
force  in  an  appeal  to  our  condsteney. 

We  are  left  at  this  moment  entirdy  free  to 
decide  what  is  best  to  be  done  with  the  public 
money.  To  use  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  South  OaroUna,  ^r.  Oalwus,)  w«  have 
reached  a  point  ftom.  wbenee  we  are  about  to 
take  a  new  d^wrtnre.  But  three  eoorses  have 
beeu,  or  in  the  nature  of  tMogs  can  be,  jnesent- 
ed  for  our  selection.  We  most  ather  deposit 
the  pnblio  money  in  a  bank  of  the  TJidtsd 
States,  to  be  cre^ed  for  that  purpose;  or  re- 
store it  to  the  State  banks ;  or  provide  for  its 
safe  custody  in  the  hands  of  onr  own  officers, 
without  the  agency  of  any  banlc,  State  or  national. 

And,  first,  in  r^ard  to  the  creation  of  an- 
other bank  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  my 
purpose,  at  this  time,  to  offer  my  ob^ectiims  in 
detail  to  such  an  institution.  Even  if  I  had  in- 
tended to  present  my  views  fully  upon  tlui 
suligect,  the  overwhebning  vote  of  the  Senate 
on  Tuesday  last,  affiiinst  the  establishnMit  d 
snoh  a  buk,  womd  warn  me  to  fin-bear.  It 
would  be  labor  lost  and  time  e^»aided  in  ^o. 
X  shall  oontent  myself;  therefore,  with  a  few 
general  observations  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  a  short  reply  to  some  of  the  re- 
marks which  have  been  made  by  Ihe  advocates 
of  a  new  bank. 

In  my  opinion,  the  most  alarming  dangers 
which  would  result  from  such  an  institoticn, 
have  never  yet  hem  presented  in  hold  rdief 
before  the  people.  This  has  arisen  from  the 
unnatural  position  of  that  institution  towards 
the  Government  We  have  seen  it  strujnliiig 
agunst  Executive  power ;  and  ite  effortsnbave 
been  tremendous.  They  would  have  been  irre- 
sistible ag^Dst  any  other  Fierident  than  An- 
drew  Jackson.  Aa  it  was,  the  conflict  was  of 
the  most  portentoos  character,  and  riiook  the 
Union  to  its  centre.  But  we  have  witnessed 
tiie  exoeptioUf  not  the  rule.  It  is  the  natural 
ally,  not  the  enemy,  power.  Wealth  aod 
power  neoessarily  attract  each  other,  and  are 
always  ready  to  to  Moh  other's  emlwaee. 
In  the  language  once  used  by  a  distinguished 
orator,  now  no  more,  (Kr.  Bandc^ph,)  "  male 
and  female  created  he  them."  Suppose  Gen- 
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eral  Jaclraon  and  tb«  bank  had  been  in  alliance, 
and  not  in  opposition.  What,  then,  might  have 
been  the  conseqaencei,  had  he  been  an  enemy 
to  the  liberties  of  his  country !  Armed  it  ith  m 
the  power  and  all  the  patronage  which  belong 
to  the  Prcddent  of  the  TJoited  States,  eqjoying 
nnbonnded  popnUritj,  and  winding  the  com- 
bined wealth  ot  the  oonntrj  thron^a  th6  agen- 
cy of  tliis  aU-powerfal  bank  and  its  Iwanones, 
planted  ia  everyportion  of  the  Union;  can  any 
nun  say  that  onr  liberties  wonld  not  have  been 
in  danger  9  All  the  forms  of  the  eonstitation 
might  have  remained ;  the  people  might  still 
haTe  been  flattered  with  the  idea  of  electing 
their  own  officers ;  bnt  the  animating  q>irit  of 
oar  free  institations  would  have  departed  for- 
ever. A  secret,  an  all-perrading  inflnence, 
would  have  sapped  the  fiomidations  of  liberty 
ukd  made  it  an  empty  name.  Under  saoh  cir- 
cnmstanoea,  a  Preudent  might  always  select 
his  BQooessor.  Bat,  thank  heaven,  the  danger 
has  pMsed  away,  and  I  trnst  forever. 

Ir  any  of  my  fHends  on  tiiis  dde  of  the  Hoose 
who  advooatethfl  establishment  of  a  niitional 
bank,  sbonld  be  dected  Fnskleat— and  if  their 
piAdoal  prindples  are  to  prevail  with  a  mi^or* 
1^  of  the  people  of  this  oonntry,  that  m^ority 
waid  not  make  a  better  selection — in  what  At- 
oattm  shall  we  be  placed  f  One  of  the  first 
meaeores  of  the  admmistration  wonid  be  to  e»- 
tabiish  a  magnifioent  tank  of  the  United  States^ 
a  capital  of  at  least  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
bdA  with  bruichea  throughout  the  different 
States^  A  feding  of  gratitude  towards  their 
creator  would  render  them  snhservlent  to  lus 
wfllL  It  would  be  their  pride  and  their  pleas- 
ure to  promote  his  infinence  and  extend  his 
power.  We  ^onld  have  no  more  wars  be- 
tween tike  bank  and  the  Government.  They 
would  more  on  harmonloualy  t(^ther.  In 
oCbo-  dqr^  tiie  time  m^t  arrive  when  the 
bank  wonia  be  used  br  Bome  bad  uid  aspiring 
Preddeot  as  a  powerful  iostrnment  to  subvert 
the  Eberties  of  his  country. 

Even  if  sueh  a  bank  could  better  regulate  the 
eorrenoy  and  the  d(mieetio  exohuiges  of  the 
oonntry  than  any  other  instrument,  still  it 
wonid  be  infli^tely  better  to  bear  the  ills  we 
have,  than  to  endanger  tiie  existence  or  the 
purity  of  onr  free  institutions. 

Bnt  would  such  a  1)ank  control  and  regulate 
the  issues  of  the  State  banks  ?  I  answer,  no. 
It  would  not,  if  it  could ;  it  could  not,  if  it 
would.  In  the  afiUrs'  of  human  life,  if  yoU  ex- 
pect one  agent  to  restr^  and  contnd  another, 
yoa  to  render  cither  th^  interests  or 

their  ineUnattons  dlfl^ent  and  ooontowiting. 
To  noeompUsh  this  purpose,  they  must  be  "an- 
tagottfstieal "  to  each  ower.  When  such  agents 
are  corporations,  this  is  emphatically  true. 
Peonliany  governed  by  self-interest,  tbey  feel 
no  enthosiusm  unless  it  be  to  make  large  divi- 
deodfl  for  their  stockholders.  Now,  a  bank  of 
the  United  States  would  have  precisely  the 
same  interest  with  the  State  banks  in  making 
cxmvagaBt  leans  and  ismes.   Whuwver^  in 


their  estimation,  they  could  extend  their  ac- 
commodations, without  endaugerisg  their  own 
security,  they  would  pursue  that  course.  This 
is  the  poweiful  instiuot  of  self-interest.  You 
cannot  change  the  fixed  laws  which  govern 
human  nature,  by  makiug  men  directors  and 
rtookiEiolders  in  a  bank  m  the  United  States. 
It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that  a  laige  moneyed 
corporation,  having  in  view  solely  its  own  iur 
terests,  will  voluntarily  become  the  regulator 
of  the  paper  currency  of  a  great  nation,  and 
prevent  tJiose  ruinous  oontractions  and  expan- 
sions under  which  both  England  and  this  coun- 
try have  periodicsdly  suffered.  It  would  be 
easy  for  me  to  prove,  at  least  to  my  own  satis- 
faction, that,  in  point  of  fact,  neither  the  &rst 
uor  the  last  Bank  of  the  United  States  ever 
did  exercise  a  regular  and  efficient  control  over 
the  Issnes  of  the  State  banks.  On  the  contra- 
ry, whenever  their  interest  impelled  them  to 
extend  their  own  issues,  they  have  pursued  tl]d8 
course,  and  thus,  instead  of  checking,  they  have 
^vm  loose  runs  to  the  State  banks.  B(^  the 
me  and  the  others  have  thus  rushed  t(^;etiiw, 
and  have  together  ministered  to  that  ^Int  of 
ovw-teading  and  extravagant  speoulation  which 
has  ao  <rft«i  desdoted  our  oonntoy.  To  puisne 
such  a  coarse  <^  Ulnstration  would,  however, 
be  to  revive  the  old  controversy ;  to  tread 
the  ground  which  has  been  so  often  trodden, 
and  to  divert  me  from  that  which  more  essen- 
tially belongs  to  the  present  question. 

The  misUke  committed  in  regard  to  the  de- 
posit hanks,  was  the  belief  that  they  would  be 
able  and  willing  to  restrain  the  issues  o£  the 
other  State  baus.  Fortified  with  the  public 
deposits,  and  numerous  as  they  were,  they 
mig^t  possibly  have  done  sometiiing  towards 
the  aooampUshment  ctf  such  a  pmpose.  Bot^ 
bank  Uke— human  nature  like— uistead  of  tiub* 
ing  at  any  nioh  result,  the  Govemmoit  de- 
podts  became  the  instrument  in  tiieir  hands  of 
still  more  extravagant  credits  and  circulation. 
Their  oUeots  seemed  to  be  not  to  restnun,  but 
to  give  loose  reins  to  the  other  banks  and  to 
themsdvea,  and  thwebr  increase  th«r  own 
profits. 

Apprehensions  have  been  expressed,  and  no 
doubt  felt,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  lest  a 
perpetuation  of  the  divorce  which  now  exists 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  banlcs,  might 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  This  event  would,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  much  more  probable  shonld  the  uUe 
system  be  restored.  It  is,  therefore,  natural 
that  the  ftiends  of  such  a  bank  should  be  in 
favor  of  this  restoratim.  In  such  an  event, 
let  war  come  when  It  may,  you  will  then  not 
only  be  derived  of  your  own  treasures,  but 
spetne  payments  will  be  suspended,  the  currency 
of  the  whole  country  wul  be  deranged,  and 
you  will  not  be  able  to  collect  taxes  from  the 
people,  unless  it  be  in  depreciated  paper.  At 
such  a  crisis,  a  Bank  of  the  Umtea  States 
becomes  inevitable.  Let  us  then  keep  oar 
money  under  oar  own  control.  Let  as  always 
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have  it  ready  for  use  when  it  is  required.  Let 
Txa  depwd  apon  no  banks,  whether  State  or 
nadoiul,  for  this  porpos& 

It  may  be  said  that  although  Ihe  banks  hare 
BQBpeaded  specie  payments,  yet  tiie  deposUa 
whioh  we  have  made  with  them  will  eTwtnally 
be  pud.  This  may,  w  it  mn' not  be.  I  doubt 
cotremely  oa  that  point.  U  the  event  were 
certain,  however,  this  is  no  answer  to  the 
ol^ectzons  against  employing  snch  depositories. 
In  the  day  of  danger  they  oease  to  he  banks. 
Tonr  money,  whidi  is  the  mnew  of  war,  is 
withheld  from  yon  at  the  honr  of  yonr  utmost 
need.  Yonr  resources  are  dried  np,  and  yonr 
energies  paralyzed,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  ntmost  enei^tio  enei^es  are  demanded. 
It  would  be  bat  a  poor  consolation,  either  to 
the  Oovemment  or  people  of  this  countrj, 
that,  after  having  snffered  all  the  evils  and 
wlfi*"****"  of  mck  a  oatastroidie,  the  oonmiis- 
sbmers  of  uudTenoy  ahoidd  finally  pay  them 
twenty  shillings  in  the  ponnd. 

In  the  second  place,  1  am  opposed  to  petnm- 
ing  tp  the  eyBtem  of  deposit  banks,  becanse  I 
feel  no  oonfldence  that,  npon  a  second  trial,  it 
would  prove  better  than  it  did  on  the  first 
From  the  very  nature  and  {u-esent  organization 
ot  out  State  banking  InstitittionB.  they  most  go 
from  bad  to  worse.  Their  tendency  is  down- 
ward, and  unless  arrested  by  the  vigorous  action 
of  the  State  Ctovemments,  the  whole  qrstem 
mast  rush  to  Inevitable  roin.  I  defy  the  art 
of  man  to  devise  a  worse  banking  ayst^  than 
that  which  prevails  thronghont  this  country. 
The  model  of  it  upon  pi^wr  was  the  Bank  of 
Engjand;  bat  the  whde  c«dtal  of  tbis  bank  is 
vested  in  loans  to  tUs  Crovemment^.  and  is 
therefore  as  secure  as  the  Government  itself. 
Snoh  ia  not  the  condition  of  any  of  oar  iastitu- 
titms.  The  pablio  have  no  security  that  the 
whole  amount  of  their  capital  sto<^  may  not 
be  squandered ;  and  the  &ct  is,  according  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  one  hundred 
and  irixly-fiveof  onr  banks  hn^  between  1811 
and  1880. 

These  banks,  or  all  of  them  with  which  I  am 
acquainted,  enjoy,  onder  their  ohfutera,  a  priv- 
ilege which  exempts  their  stockholders,  in  their 
Individual  ciHi>s<^ty,  from  the  payment  of  any 
(tf  the  notes  or  debts  due  by  the  corporation, 
in  case  it  shonld  beoome  inaolTent.  There  is, 
I  believe,  no  restriotion  anywhere  upon  the 
amount  of  their  ^OY^ts  or  dividmida,  unkas  it 
be  a  trifling  tax.  And  they  are  nowhere  n- 
quired  to  have  any  fixed  pn^rtion  of  specie 
in  their  vaults,  compared  with  the  amount  of 
tii^  oiroulation  and  deponta ;  certainly  they 
are  not  in  the  State  whicn  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent. 

If  the  Senator  from  Uasaaohusetts  and  my- 
self enter  into  a  partner^p  to  prosecute  any 
ba^ess,  and  the  partnership  should  fail,  the 
private  fortunes  of  each  of  us  would  be  respon- 
sible for  the  debts  of  the  concern.  The  part- 
nwB  and  shareholders  in  the  private  or  joint- 
stock  banks  of  England  are  placed  in  the  same 
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situation,  Ko  holder  of  such  bank  notes  in 
that  country,  none  of  their  deposibm,  can  lose 
<me  d<dlar,  until  after  the  private  fOTtnoea  of 
an  the  atookhfdders  shall  have  been  exhaosted. 
This  la  a  great  aemrity  to  the  public  !Not  se 
the  bankers  in  this  country,  ^ey  are  a  priv- 
ileged class.  That  boaness  which  is  more  prot- 
itable  than  any  other  is  conducted  without  any 
such  risk.  Oapidity  is  unrestndned  by  any 
such  apprehension.  It  has  a  Mr  field  to  dis- 
play itselt  Each  man  pats  into  the  coocem  the 
amount  of  his  stock.  When  that  is  paid,  the 
bank  proceeds  to  make  money  as  fast  as  it  can, 
without  the  fear  of  fotare  responubility.  How 
great  is  the  temptation  to  excess  I  Tb^  banks 
create  money  as  if  by  ma^o,  in  the  fonn  of 
bank  notes  or  bank  credits.  These  they  ex- 
change with  individuals  for  their  own  notes  or 
bills  of  exchauM,  disoounUng  a  high  rate  of 
int«eat  frwn  uair  Um.  nidr  extcavagint 
issues  and  ereditB  gave  a  sthnnltm  to  socbrava- 
gant  speonlatiMis ;  and  our  past  histwy  frovea 
that  the  more  they  loan,  the  greater  is  the 
demand  for  new  loans.  The  soj^y  nev« 
equals  the  demand.  The  last  few  years  has 
been  the  golden  age  for  banks.  I  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  their  profits  in  difiereitf 
portions  of  the  Union.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
depont  law  did  not  require  the  depont  banla 
to  return  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Teasnry  the 
amount  <^  their  dividends.  From  all  the  ia- 
formation  which  I  have  reoeived,  they  hsn 
been  enormoaa.  The  Senator  from  Geoi^ 
(M>.  £nfa)  has  informed  va  that  the  banks  in 
the  dty  where  he  resides  (Augosta)  hsTS 
divided,  during  the  last  year,  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  per  cent  per  annum, 

when  a  bank  JUls,  what  olaases  of  sode^ 
are  most  likely  to  suffer  from  the  exidaaioat 
Who  do  yon  suj^hmc,  Mr.  Freadent,  held  the 
notes  of  tiie  hundred  and  sixty-five  banks  tbst 

S roved  instdvent  between  1811  and  1880t 
[ot  the  shrewd  man  of  badness,  not  -the  kera 
speculator;  because  they  snuff  the  danger 
from  a&r.  It  was  &e  bonoet  and  indnstriou 
classes  of  society,  who  are  without  saspidi», 
and  whose  porsuita  in  life  do  not  render  them 
familiar  with  the  secret  history  of  banking. 

We  are  now  jost  experienoine  another  giest 
evil  which  has  resulted  from  the  extravagant 
loans  and  issues,  and  consequent  snspennoa  of 
spoe&B  ptjmen/tB  by  the  banks.  The  conntiyii 
now  deli^ied  with  small  notes,  vulgarly  called 
shin  plasters.  They  are  of  ev^  fonn  and 
every  denomination  between  five  cents  and  five 
dollars ;  and  they  are  issaed  by  every  lodi- 
vidaal  and  every  0(»poration  who  tlunk  proper. 
It  is  imposuble  for  the  poor  man  to  say  oewiB 
not  take  them ;  for  there  is  scarcely  any  nlver 
change  in  <»roalation  anywhere.  He  moat 
receive  them  for  his  labor,  or  starve. 

The  paper  on  which  these  small  notes  ti« 
printed  is  often  so  bad,  and  they  are  so  inarti* 
Qcially  got  op,  thjit  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
distingnUh  between  the  oounterfeit  and  the 
genuine.  To  cmmterieit  them  has  become  a 
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regular  biumesi^  and  it  has  been  oarried  to  s 
gt^at  extent. 

Oar  currency  below  five  dollars  now  conustB 
of  this  oombined  mass  of  genuine  and  oonnter- 
feit  shin  plasters ;  and  manj  of  the  ooonterfeita 
are  intrinsicallj  of  equal  valae  with  the  genn- 
iae.  Some  are  payable  in  one  mediom  and 
some  in  another.  Some  on  demand,  and  others 
luve  years  to  mn  before  they  rwm  maturity. 
The  very  moment  the  banks  resome  speoie  pay- 
inoits,  wis  mass  al  lllegd  and  worUilesa  car* 
raugr win  be  rendwedentirdynsdess.  ItwlU 
fiUl  dead  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  and  these 
will  be  chiefly  the  yery  men  who  are  least  able 
to  bear  the  loss.  A  scene  of  conftisioa  atfd 
diatreea  will  then  be  j>resented  which  I  need 
not  describe.  Such  is  one  of  the  efifects  of 
cztravagaDt  bankiitg. 

There  is  a  class  of  sodety  for  whom  I  have 
ever  felt  a  deep  interest,  whose  attention  I 
should  gladly  awaken  to  the  evils  of  an  ezcee- 
aive  issne  of  paper  correney — mean  onr  do- 
mastie  mannfactarers.  Do  they  not  perceive 
that  all  the  protection  which  our  laws  afford 
them  fs  rendered  almost  entirely  useless  by  the 
txtcrnngmt  amoont  of  bank  notes  now  in  cor* 
oalatioal 

It  has  been  stated  in  goieral  terms,  by  those 
who  beat  understand  oie  sabject  of  politioal 
economy,  that  If  yon  doable  the  amount  of  the 
circulating  mediom  of  a  country,  yon  thereby 
doable  the  nominal  price  of  every  article.  " 
when  the  eircolafJng  medium  is  fif^  millions, 
an  vticle  shoald  cost  one  dollar,  it  would  cost 
two,  if^  without  any  bicrease  of  ^e  uses  of  a 
eircolatlng  medium,  the  quantity  should  be  in- 
creased to  a  hundred  miUionaL'*  Although  we 
cannot  apply  strict  aritfametioal  roles  to  this 
BBbject,  yet  all  will  admit  that  the  proposition 
is  sabstantially  correct.  Let  oa  then  soppose 
that  onr  oorrenqy  hu  reached  sneh  a  point  of 
depreeiatioQ,  when  compared  with  that  of  onr 
rirals  in  fi»«gn  cmmtries^  that  an  article  which 
could  be  mannftottured  abroad  for  one  dollar, 
wonld  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  at  home ; 
and  what  la  the  conseqnenoe  I  A  preminm  of 
fifty  per  cent  is  tboa,  in  effect,  riven  to  fordgn 
manofactorea  over  those  ui  domestic  origu. 
For  example:  A  piece  of  broadcloth  costs 
one  hundred  dollars  to  the  French  manofac- 
tarer;  he  brings  it  here  for  sale;  and,  on 
account  of  the  depreciation  in  oor  currency,  he 
receives  for  it  on^  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ; 
what  advantage  does  he  thus  obtain  ?  Being 
the  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  he  will  not 
accept  oor  bank  notes  in  payment.  He  will 
take  nothing  home  except  gold  and  silver,  or  a 
bill  of  cxduneB,  which  is  equivalent  He  does 
not  expend  tma  money  here,  where  he  would 
be  compelled  to  support  his  funily,  and  to 
purchase  his  labw  and  materials,  at  the  same 
rate  prices  which  the  domestic  mannfiuturer 
Is  compelled  to  pay.  The  depreciation  in  our 
correney  below  tne  standard  of  that  of  France 
or  Engiftod  is,  therefores  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
portfooate  direct  prolectum  to  the  fu^gn  orer 


the  domestic  manufacturer.  The  conolosion  is 
inevitable.  It  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  impos- 
sible that  our  mann&oturers  ^onld  long  be 
able  to  sustain  sooh  an  onequal  competition. 
They,  above  all  men,  ought  to  exert  their  great 
influence  for  the  pnrpose  of  confining  the  paper 
currency  of  our  country  within  some  reasonable 
lindts.  The  fate  of  the  great  interest  in  whidi 
they  have  embarked  depends  upon  it 

Our  fivmers  in  the  grain-growing  States  are 
placed  hi  a  similar  ritoation.  The  amoont  of 
oar  camaof  must  be  diminidied,  or  fiv^gn 
wheat  will  continue  to  be  imported  for  dcsnes- 
tic  oonsomption.  The  farmer  in  the  nortii  of 
Germany  will  be  able  to  unders^  us  in  oor 
own  markets. 

The  banks,  by  their  refusal  to  pay  spede, 
have  now  placed  themselves  in  the  power  of 
the  State  Governments.  They  have  forfeited 
their  charters,  and  it  now  remains  for  the  differ- 
ent Lef^slatores  to  decide  upon  what  terms 
they  shall  be  restored.  Amidst  the  general 
mirfortones  of^the  country,  it  Is  one  source  of 
consolation  that  the  banks  have  placed  them- 
selves within  the  power  of  the  pet^e.  Had 
tfa^  not  done  this  ^IJ  tiieb  own  conduct,  we 
know  that  a  numerous  and  powerM  party 
exista  in  this  country  who  eonmder  a  chartor 
of  incorporation  so  sacred  that  no  State  L^[i»* 
lature,  by  any  Aitore  law,  could  ever  restrict 
their  own  banks  from  Ksning  notes  under  ten 
dollars,  if  th^  charter  authorized  them  to 
issue  notes  of  a  less  denomination.  According 
to  the  doctrines  of  this  party,  all  power  over 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country,  whidt  is 
one  of  the  hiahest  attributes  of  sovereignty 
belonging  to  tne  States,  has,  by  them,  been 
irrevocably  transferred  to  eight  hundred  banks. 
Thank  Heaven  I  evety  difficulty  on  that  subject 
ia  now  removed ;  and  it  will  depead  opm  tho 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  these  Le^skatores^ 
whether  we  shall  have  a  sound  paper  currency 
in  time  to  come,  proportioned  in  amount  to  the 
wants  of  the  people,  and  placing  the  banks 
themselves  in  a  secure  condition ;  or  whetiier 
we  shall  again  be  overwhelmed  with  a  deluge 
of  paper  money  and  all  its  attendant  evils.  It 
titey  will  but  secure  a  ^>ecie  basis  for  oor 
paper  circulation,  by  prohibitiDg  the  issue  oi 
bank  notes,  at  first  under  ten  doflars,  and  after- 
wards under  twenty ;  if  they  will  render  the 
stockholders  of  banks  personally  res^nsibley 
at  least  for  the  amount  of  notes  which  they 
may  issue ;  if  they  will  limit  the  dividends  d 
the  banks  to  a  reasonable  profit  <m  the  invest* 
ment  of  the  stockholders ;  if  they  will  require 
the  banks  to  keep  a  joat  pn^H>rtion  of  spei»e 
in  their  vaults  compared  with  their  circalati<Hi 
and  deposits ;  and,  above  all,  if  they  will  adjost 
the  whole  amount  of  bank  notes  to  be  issoed 
to  the  wants  of  the  people,  upon  principles 
which  have  been  sanctioned  by  experience  so 
as  to  prevent  ruinous  fluotustions  in  the  amoont 
(j£  our  currency — ^then,  indeed,  the  evils  which 
we  have  snffered  will  be  compensated  by  the 
benefits  we  are  destined  to  ei^oy.  But  I  oat- 
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fes»  I  dread  the  result.  We  are  a  strange  peo- 
ple. The  lessons  of  experience  make  bnt  a 
feeble  impression  on  oar  minds.  TPe  rise  with 
so  much  baoyancj  from  our  misfortones,  that 
when  ^ey  ha%'e  passed  away  they  are  instantly 
forgotten.  Should  the  btuiks  resome  specie 
payments  before  or  shortly  after  the  next  meet- 
ing of  our  State  L^ialatnres,  and  the  current 
b^n  to  run  smoothly  agaiOf  I  fear  that  no  such 
changes  will  be  made  in  the  existing  bank 
charters,  and  that  we  must  await  iha  event  of 
another  orina,  which  would  then  be  inevitable. 

TTntil  these  or  some  such  reBtrictions  shall 
have  been  imposed  by  the  States  on  their 
banks,  they  never  can,  thej  never  will,  become 
eecnre  depositories  for  the  revenues-  of  the 
Qovernment. 

In  tiie  third  place,  the  union,  which  is  now 
di^lved,  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasnry, 
ought  not  to  be  restored ;  because  the  public 
deposits  would  ^in  become  the  fraitfbl  source 
of  over-lssnes  and  extravagant  speculation. 
We  have  no  power  to  r^ulate  tl^  State  banks ; 
bnt  we  can  withhold  fixim  them  oar  revenue, 
and  tbns  prevent  them  from  nung  onr  means 
for  the  purpose  of  dra^an^ng  thel}n^e8s  of 
Booietf.  If  we  cannot  eradicate,  we  are  not 
bound  to  aggravate  the  radical  rin  of  their 
constitution.  If  we  cannot  prevent,  we  need 
not  become  accomplices  in  their  miscondnct. 
Bnt  I  have  already  incidentally  at^d  so  mnch 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  th^t  I  need  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  further  observations. 

In  the  fourth  place  the  divorce  now  subsist- 
ing between  the  Treasury  and  the  banks  ought 
to  be  rendered  perpetual,  because  of  their  sup- 
posed ur  actual  subserviency  to  the  Qovern- 
ment, and  the  dangerous  inflnenoe  whidi  might 
be  exerted  over  them  by  the  Eirecntive. 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that, 
hitherto,  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  exert 
mch  an  influence ;  yet  every  effort  has  been 
used  by  a  portion  of  the  press  to  produce  such 
an  impression.  These  institntions  have  been 
denounced  as  "  the  pet  banks  "  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  they  have  been  cliarged  with  grant- 
ing peculiar  favors  to  the  minions  of  Executive 
power.  True  or  false,  this  charge  has  pro- 
duced some  effect  on  the  public  mind.  Besides, 
all  the  transactions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  these  banks,  rendered  necessary 
by  existing  laws,  have  been  denounced  as  tam- 
pering with  the  currency.  And  thus  the  ad- 
ministration b  always  blamed  for  every  disaster 
which  occurs  in  the  money  maiket,  A  con- 
nection with  these  banka  ia  thna  made  to 
assume  a  political  character,  and  ia  mixed  up 
with  all  the  party  strife  of  the  day.  The 
public  mind  is  inflamed  upon  the  niUoct,  and 
^e  public  suspicion  is  excited.  This  is  an  evil 
which  can  only  be  avoided  by  a  permanent 
divorce  between  bank  and  State. 

But  again :  If  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
were  disposed  to  exert  an  improper  influence 
over  these  banka,  with  what  prooigiona  effect 
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might  they  not  be  nsed  to  accomplish  his  pur- 
poses. At  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments  there  were  eighty-six  deposit  bulks 
planted  throughout  our  country.  The  letters 
which  Vrere  read  the  other  day  by  the  Senator 
from  HissisBippi  (Mr.  Waleeb)  prove  how  low 
some  of  the  State  banks  were  willing  to  cringe 
in  order  to  obtain  the  deponts.  Their  language 
ia  unworthy  of  the  praad  bearing  whidi  on^t 
to  characterize  American  fteemen.  It  proves 
at  least  that  some  of  them  are  not  very  scmpa- 
lous,  when  "  thrift  will  follow  fawning."  Snch 
was  the  anxiety  to  obtain  a  portion  of  this 
l30on,  that  two  of  the  most  reapectable  banks 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  procured  resolntiona 
to  be  passed  in  the  House  of  HepresentatiTea 
of  Pennsylvania,  recommending  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  deporitories  of  the 
public  money ;  and  these  resolutions  were  sent 
to  my  colleague  and  myself^  with  a  request  that 
we  might  exert  our  influence  to  accomplish  this 
purpose.  Eighty-six  affiliated  banks,  scattered 
over  every  State,  and  intent  upon  a  common 
o^eet,  ooold  exert  an  immense  political  power. 
An  ambitions  and  able  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
nry might  use  them  with  prodfgioas  effect  in 
order  to  make  himself  President.  And  this 
could  be  done  with  the  greater  effect  becaose 
it  would  escape  detection.  The  agent  of  the 
banks  at  Washington  citj  might  be  used  as  the 
instrument,  and  all  the  necessary  measures 
might  be  adopted  in  the  secret  parlors  of  the 
bank  directors  throughout  the  odantrr.  A  con- 
certed movement  might  thus  be  made  in  eveiy 
portion  of  the  Union  at  the  same  momod^ 
which  would  almost  be  irresistible. 

I  do  not  know  bnt  that  such  a  league  of 
associated  banks  might  be  rendered  more  dan- 
gerous than  even  a  bank  oS  the  tTnited  Statea 
This  bank  wonld  have  its  rights  and  its  dnties 
defined  by  law.  It  conld  dalm  the  Govern- 
ment deposits,  and  that  its  notes  sbonld  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  Government  dne^ 
under  the  proviMons  of  its  charter.  Bnt  tite 
selection  of  these  depositories,  the  amount  oi 
the  public  money  which  they  shall  receive, 
how  long  they  ^all  retun  it,  in  what  man- 
ner they  shall  conduct  their  banks,  all,  all 
is  left  to  Executive  discretion.  What  a  bound- 
less field  for  Executive  patronage  I  And 
yet  the  administration  which  anxiously  deMre§ 
to  surrender  this  fruitful  source  of  political 
power,  has  been  charged  with  designs  of  ex- 
tending Executive  patronage  ?  And  for  what 
reason  ?  Simply  because  it  proposes  that  the 
existing  officers  <tf  the  Ooromment,  wilhoat 
adding  one  to  th^r  nnmber,  cAionld  be  sobsti- 
tntel  as  the  deporitorles  of  the  pnbUo  money 
instead  of  these  banks.  Even  if  It  shonld  be- 
come necessary  to  app<^t  some  ten  or  twenty 
additional  officers  at  the  most  important  points 
to  perform  this  duty,  I  would  not  compare  this 
increase  of  Executive  patronage  with  that  which 
the  Executive  Government  is  now  voluntarily 
willing  to  abandon.  It  wonld  be  but  as  a  drop 
compared  with  the  ocean.   Talk  not,  then,  to 
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me  of  the  increase  of  patroDage  which  the  bill 
upon  yoar  table  would  confer  on  the  Execntive. 
Thej  form  a  very  ni^ust  estimate  of  the  intel- 
lif^nce  of  our  citizens  who  woald  attempt  to 
make  them  belnve  that  a  few  ExecatiTe  officers, 
known  to  be  sat^  to  all  the  Bmroonding  com- 
mimit7,  can  exercise  an  inflaence  over  the  peo- 
ple at  (dl  to  be  compared  with  that  of  a  league 
of  eigbty-^x  banking  institutions. 

This  now  brings  me  to  the  bill  npoa  your 
table.  This  bill  is  the  only  remaining  plan  to 
which  we  can  resort.  It  recommends  itself  to 
pablio  approbation  by  the  simplici^  of  its  pro- 
Tiflions.  The  existing;  officers  of  QoTermnent 
already  collect  and  disburse  our  revennes.  It 
merely  superadds  to  these  duties,  that  of  safely 
keeping  and  transferring  the  public  money, 
acowding  to  the  exigencies  of  the  GoTernment, 
during  t£e  time  which  must  necessarily  inter- 
Tene  between  its  receipt  and  disbursement 
This  is  the  whole  bill.  If  it  be  Justly  liable  to 
any  crilicisni,  it  is  that  the  security  of  the  pub- 
lic money  might  require  the  appoiutment  of  a 
very  few  additional  officers  in  onr  large  com- 
mercial cities.  It  has,  pHsrhaps,  been  framed 
more  exclusively  with  a  view  to  economy,  than 
is  ooosistent  with  the  public  interest.  The  ob- 
ject is  a  great  and  important  one,  and  no  moder- 
ate additional  expense  ought  to  be  spared  which 
may  be  necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  Buoh 
is  tiie  bill. 

Tlie  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  (Ur.  Oait 
houit)  has  proposed  an  amendment  to  Has  bill, 
prescribing  Uie  flmds  which  shall  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  pablic  dues.  And  here  permit 
me  to  observe,  tliat,  in  discussing  that  amend- 
ment, I  shall  not  inquire  whether  the  Senator 
has  come  over  to  us,  or  we  have  gone  over  to 
the  Senator.  This  is  a  question  of  but  small 
moment,  so  that  we  ore  now  together.  The 
first  extended  effort  which  I  ever  made  in  Con- 
gress was  in  defence  of  the  conduct  of  that  Sen- 
ator, when  I  thought  he  had  been  unjustly  as- 
sailed as  Secretary  of  War.  We  stood  tf^ether 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  1827,  and  throughout 
the  trying  conflict  which  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion u  General  Jackson.  I  r^'oioe  Uiat  he  is 
now  fottod  Bustling  the  leading  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Message  at  this  important  (^isis,  and 
I  trust  that  on  future  occasions  we  may  receive 
bis  able  and  efficient  support. 

With  all  these  feelings  of  distinguished  reject 
for  the  Senator,  I  am  still  sorry  that  he  has 
offered  his  amendment.  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  the  vote  of  the  Senate  could  have  been 
taken  upon  the  simple  proposition  to  divorce 
bank  and  State.  On  this  siosle  question  we 
should  have,  I  think,  peraented  a  more  united 
front  tlian  when  it  shall  be  connected  with  the 
Senator's  amendment.  It  would  have  been 
better  first  to  have  established  the  divorce,  aud 
afterwards  to  have  determined,  by  a  separate 
lull,  the  nature  d  the  fiuda  which  our  depos- 
itories shall  reouve. 

Fornix  own  part,  as  to  the  flmds  recdvable, 
I  Ael  stnmglr  moUiwd  to  BU|^rt  the  reoom- 


mendadon  of  tbe  Secretary  tsi  the  Treastur. 
In  page  28  of  his  report^  when  speaking  on  this 
snt^ect,  he  says : 

"This  could  be  efibcted  by  Erecting  wbat  alone 
^>pears  safe,  and  what  is  understood  to  be  the  prao- 
tice  in  both  Eogland  and  France.  It  is,  that  the  bills 
of  no  local  banks  bo  taken,  which  shall  not,  from  the 
near  locaUon  of  the  bank,  be  equivalent  to  specie ; 
be  able  to  be  converted  into  spede  at  very  short 
periods  by  tbe  receivers  and  collectors,  so  as  to  pay 
the  public  creditors  legally,  if  demanding  spede; 
and  bo  thus  acooimted  for  at  par,  and  without  expense 
to  tbe  Government  Another  advantage  from  this 
course  would  be  its  salutary  check  on  ovo^ssnes  by 
the  nti^iboring  banks." 

If  the  deporttories  were  antfafnized  to  receive 
and  disburse  the  notes  of  such  banks,  calling 
upon  them  at  short  intervals  to  settle  the  bal- 
ances in  specie,  it  might,  I  think,  have  pro- 
moted the  convenience  of  tbe  public,  as  well  as 
afforded  a  salutary  check  Q|>on  the  issues 
the  surrounding  banking  institutions.  I  under- 
stand such  was  the  course  pursued  by  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.   I  was  willing  to 

{)roceed  cautiously,  and  not,  at  the  first,  go  the 
engUi  of  demanding  exdusive  specie  pay- 
ments. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina  has 
thought  differently,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  or  agfunst  his  amendment.  Giving 
every  oon^deration  its  proper  weight,  I  hive, 
since  he  has  agreed  to  mod%  it,  determined  to 
yield  it  my  support.  As  it  now  stands,  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks  will  be  receivable 
in  tbe  payment  of  all  the  public  dues  up  till  the 
last  day  of  the  year  1838;  during  the  year 
1839,  one-fourth  will  be  required  in  specie; 
durmgthe  year  1840,  one-half;  during  the  year 
1841,  three-foTirths ;  and  not  until  the  year 
1842  shall  we  reach  tbe  point  of  exclusive 
specie  payments.  Its  operation  will  be  slow 
and  gradual;  and  if,  in  the  mean  time,  we 
should  discover,  at  any  stage  of  its  progress, 
that  it  is  too  severe,  we  can  easily  change  the 
law. 

"Mr.  PaasroK  said :  Itt.  Preddent,  I  deprecate 
this  mad  and  ferocious  warfare  against  any  of 
the  institutions  the  country,  against  the 
United  States  Bank  fbrmerly,  against  the  State 
banks  now.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  this 
root  and  branch  policy,  this  tearing  op  things 
established,  to  supply  their  places  with  new 
theories,  however  neatly  constructed,  or  care- 
fully elaborated,  is  the  part  of  prudence  and 
wisdom.  Uy  nature  and  habits  of  thought, 
confirmed  by  the  terrible  experience  of  the  last 
four  years,  m^e  me  a  conservative.  I  hesitate 
at  every  proportion  to  destroy,  that  you  may 
build  again.  If  any  of  our  institutions  have 
snffered  damage,  let  us  repair  them ;  if  any 
portion  of  the  vast  edifice  ca  oar  prosperi^  has 
been  injured,  let  ns  with  a  cautions  and  rever- 
end hand  restore  what  has  been  lost,  strengthen 
what  renudns,  acOust  the  proporticms,  if  you 
choose,  proceeding  in  all  witii  a  sedate  and 
atea^  parpose  of  not  weakening     deep  foon- 
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daMons.  Let  ns  not,  dr,  with  a  ftntastie  ca- 
price tear  down  the  mid,  and  let  me  eay  Mori- 
ons &brie  of  our  proaperitr,  that  we  may  try, 
hy  as  fbtile  a  device  as  the  lamp  of  Aladun,  to 
hnild  np  another  in  one  night,  of  ftarj  marble, 
.and  gold,  and  gems. 

It  is  the  part  of  statesmen  to  deal  with  the 
circamatancee  aronnd  them.  In  the  doeet  of  a 
philosopher,  in  Hie  desk  of  a  professor,  speonlap 
tion  may  discnss  what  is  best,  and  genins  in- 
dnlge  its  aspirations  for  the  "  chief  good ; "  hut 
the  practical  politician  is  fenced  around  bj  in- 
exorable necessities.  He  has  to  deal  with  things, 
not  with  ideas.  He  mast  control,  not  create. 
He  mnst  govern  himself  by  the  circnmstances 
amidst  which  he  finds  himself,  nse  the  instm- 
ments  that  are  presented  to  him,  imd  be  content 
with  sDch  resnlts  as  he  can  attain,  without  at- 
tempting snoh  as  he  can  imagine.  The  genins 
and  temper  of  Hi^leon  might  aspire  to  a 
difi^rent  destiny ;  but  onrs,  thuik  Goo,  is  b  am- 
bler and  safer.  We  administer  a  limited  Gov- 
ernment, for  free  and  self-willed  States,  whose 
Udding  and  whose  bosiness  we  are  to  do.  They 
have  placed  as  their  servants  in  the  midst  of  a 
great  banking  syrtem ;  a  system  of  wedit,  snr- 
ronnding,  |)ervading  and  penetrating  the  whole 
hody  politic 

Mr.  President,  we  mast  conform  to  our  con- 
dition, we  must  work  upon  the  platform  pre- 
pared for  us,  we  mast  use  the  materials  ftunisbed 
to  our  hands.  It  is  in  vain  to  try  to  extricate 
ourselves  teom  the  condition  <^  onr  existence. 
We  have  not  tiie  strength  (God  forbid  that  we 
Aoold  have  it  t)  to  diaoomieet  ourselvM  from 
the  dnnimatances  in  which  the  States  place  us. 
And  if  we  attempt  to  tear  ourselves  loose  from 
them,  there  may  be  much  suffering,  a  struggle, 
an  agony  -  hut  yon  will  have  at  length  to  come 
back  to  yovr  alliance,  and  content  yoorself 
with  reform  instead  of  revolution,  let  us, 
then,  wisely  and  at  once,  begin  to  correct,  con- 
trol, regulate,  modify,  adjust,  do  any  thhig  but 
destroy. 


Sltosojlt,  S^tonber  80. 
iSub-Fre<uury  Bill. 

The  Senate  took  np  Ihe  sub-Treasury  bill, 
with  Mr.  Oalhouh's  amendment 

Mr.  Bbown  said,  in  rising  to  address  the  6en- 
1^  after  the  very  able  and  luminons  investiga- 
tion which  the  subject  then  Iwfore  them  had 
undergone,  he  did  so  from  no  vain  en)ectatj<m 
that  he  should  be  able,  by  any  thing  he  mi^t 
aay,  to  impart  any  new  interest  to  the  debate, 
which  had  been  listened  to  so  attentively,  or  to 
add  any  thing  of  force  to  the  ailment  by  whidi 
it  bad  been  sustained.   The  acknowledged  im- 

Sortance  of  the  question  they  were  call^  on  to 
ecide,  the  pow^fol  influence  it  would  exert  on 
the  fbture  destinieB  of  the  ooontry,  ^ther  for 
good  or  evil,  and  the  deep  interest  in  rela- 
tion to  it  by  the  dtixens  of  the  State  which  he 
bi  part  re|^<eeuited,  wonld,  he  tmsted,  ezcnie 
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hhn.for  presenting  some  of  the  leading  teiuiA- 
orations  which  would  govern  his  oourae  oa.  that 
oocasitm. 

Mr.  B.  would  preaent  some  of  the  prin- 
dpal  consideraticms  whidi  had  induced  him  te 
give  the  bill  then  before  them,  and  the  amend- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, (Mr.  0AI.H01IV,)  his  cordial  sanction  ntd 
support  The  same  considerations  of  wisdom 
and  of  common  prudence,  wtuch  would  induce 
an  individual  to  change  an  agent  in  whom  he 
had  reposed  a  trust,  and  who  had  proved  oa- 
faithful  or  iucompetent,  should  admonish  na,  ii 
our  public  cf^acity,  to  withdraw  our  con&deoee 
from  those  fiscal  agents  of  the  (Jovemmentj  who 
had  so  signally  fuled  in  perforaung  the  dntifli 
undertaken  by  them.  The  State  banks  had  been 
tried  as  fiscal  a«nts  of  the  Gov^nment,  under 
cironmstancee  the  most  fiivorable  to  moeeia. 
The  nation  had  seoi,  with  astoniahmrat,  in  a 
period  of  profound  peace,  with  no  pubUc  debt 
burdening  otir  resources,,  and  with  a  Treaaory 
abounding  in  means  beyond  all  former  exsm- 

Sle,  the  (^vemment  of  the  United  States  eodr 
enly  deprived  of  the  means  to  cairy  on  its 
ordinary  operations,  by  the  determinstirai  at 
the  banks  having  possession  of  its  revenoeB  to 
suspend  specie  payments.  Was  it  the  part  at 
wifldom,  under  such  circumstances,  to  renew 
the  connection  between  the  Government  and 
the  bankst  Was  it  proper  for  those  entnuted 
with  the  dut7  of  conducting  public  tSua, 
agdn  to  subject  the  Government  to  the  Teear< 
renoe  <rf  the  same  evil,  with  perh^w  still  mom 
anravated  iqjnry  ? 

for  one,  he  wished  to  see  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment taken  out  of  the  keeping  of  irre^Kin- 
sible  bailing  corporations  and  subject  to  be 
controlled  alone  by  the  will  of  the  people,  its 
only  Intimate  masters.  Sol<Hig  as  bankswen 
made  the  depositories  of  the  public  reveoBe^ 
the  Government  was  dependent  on  them  in  coo- 
ducting  its  most  important  operations,  either  ia 
peace  or  war.  Its  action  might  be  arrested 
their  withholding  its  means  in  periods  v£  tiis 
greatest  unblio  emergency.  It  could  not  in  wir 
command  a  squadron  to  atul,  or  put  a  battalioa 
In  motion,  if  tiie  banks  entnuted  with  ita  len- 
nne  should  detomine  to  withhold  it.  Its  voy 
existence  might  be  oiduigered  by  bdw  broogbt 
to  a  pause  toe  the  want  of  means.  The  reflce- 
tion  was  humlUating,  that  a  Government,  which 
was  noble  in  the  republican  simplicity  of  its 
stractnre,  and  destined  to  solve  the  problem  «£ 
the  capacity  of  man  to  govern  himself,  should 
be  made  to  depend  on  tiie  will  of  banking  cor- 
porations for  80  important  an  element  of  its 
success  as  the  certain  command  of  its  revenue. 
In  placing  it  in  this  way,  at  their  men^,  ii 
was  expowd  in  its  financ^  affairs  to  ail  the 
evil  innuenoes  which  they  might  exert,  wheth- 
er arinng  from  caprice,  pditical  hostility,  or 
the  vidssitudes  of  trade.  Nor  waa  this  u^iUt- 
log  the  danger  arising  from  thia  syatem  in  its 
true  extent  It  oomd  be  itanoiwtratecl  that 
the  banlnitf  anyrin^OMof  the  laiga  corn- 
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mereial  dtles,  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  wonld 
hftTB  it  entirely  In  their  power,  hy  sospending 
Bpede  payment  to  oramw  a  oenem  Banendon 
m  all  the  banks  throognont  the  TTnited  States ; 
and,  by  doing  so,  arrest  the  regular  operaUi»iB 
of  the  Government  I  The  banks  <tf  a  mngle  city 
in  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  at  a  very  gloomy 
period  of  the  last  war,  availing  themBelves  of 
the  balances  which  had  aecomitlated  in  their 
&vor,  in  the  course  of  trade,  agunst  the  lai^ 
eommeroial  cities  of  the  Middle  States,  had,  by 
a  demand  on  them  for  payment  in  specie,  caused 
a  eospension  by  the  banks  throaghout  the 
United  States  I  This  movement  stmck  a  blow 
St  the  Government,  which  had  well  nigh  proved 
fldal  to  the  success  of  all  its  operations  m  the 
ne^  contest  in  which  it  was  then  engaged. 
That  it  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of 
bostility  to  the  eaose  in  which  tue  ooontiy  had 
embarked,  was  then  extendvely  beUeved,  nor 
has  that  impresnon  to  this  day  been  removed. 

The  State  banks  are,  from  the  course  of  com- 
mereial  transactlonB,  so  intimately  and  closely 
connected  together,  that  what  affects  any  por- 
tion of  them  In  any  one  of  the  priodpal  cities, 
is,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  felt  by  all  The 
stoppage  of  the  banks  at  either  of  the  great 
oommercial  points,  almost  with  the  qniekness 
of  electricity,  is  felt  by  all  and  is  followed  by  all 
tfarongfaont  the  comitry,  as  a  measure  of  self-pro- 
tection. If  this  was  proven  to  have  been  the 
ease  by  the  occorrenoe  of  that  kind  which  took 
]daee  in  the  last  war,  the  dronnutanoes  of  the 
eonntry  which  now  exist,  are  still  more  pecn- 
Uaily  caloolated  to  |«odaoe  sooh  a  Teaolt.  The 
great  Inerease  in  oar  internal  tirade,  as  well  as 
fordgn  oommeroe,  and  the  rapidity  of  commn- 
nicanoa  now  existing  between  the  remotest 
ptHnta  ot  onr  eonntry,liad  prodnced  a  still  closer 
connection  and  ^rmpathy  between  the  banks 
than  formerly  existed,  and  doubly  subjected  all 
to  the  danger  of  being  affected  by  causes  opera- 
ting on  a  few  at  a  sin^e  great  commercial  point. 

He  had  shown  the  great  nnoertunty  and 
danger  which  the  Government,  by  depoating  its 
revenue  with  the  banks,  would  be  contdnnaUy 
fiable  to,  in  its  financial  affairs.  He  had  shown 
that  these  results  might  be  brought  about  by 
the  determination  of  the  banks,  at  a  nngle  lead- 
ing oommeroial  dlj.  Was  it  the  dictate  of 
wisdom  thus  to  idaee  this  already  great  and 
rapidly  growing  repnblio  under  the  control  of 
a  few  great  oommerdal  dties,  in  a  matter  so 
moteritSly  involnn^  its  success,  as  well  as  its 
vwf  being  I  Was  it  sound  policy  in  that  way 
to  expose  its  financial  action  to  tlie  deleterious 
influence  of  the  national  Bank  of  England,  and 
the  great  moneyed  power  of  that  country! 
Unoh  the  larger  portion  of  the  foreign  com- 
mwce  carried  on  by  our  great  cities,  was  with 
EngUnd.  He  was  Informed  that  even  a  very 
large  portion  of  the  trade  carried  on  by  Amer- 
ican merchants  with  other  foreign  countries,  was 
oondacted  by  means  cS  credit  obtained  through 
liie  great  bniking  hooses  in  l^at  country. 

It  was  the  nuHfiwtane  of  oar  great  cities, 


if  it  was  to  Im  regarded  as  sach,  almost  cm' 
tinnally  to  stand  Indebted  to  En^and  in  a 
very  lane  amoont.  Whenever  onr  merohuita 
overtraded  with  her  to  any  con^erable  extent^ 
her  national  bank  could,  if  she  chose  it,  produce 
a  pressure  through  them  on  our  city  bonks,  and 
produce  the  hazard  of  thdr  stepping  spede  pay- 
ments. Her  powerftal  agency  to  aooom|duh 
such  a  catastrophe  may  be  seen  In  the  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments  by  all  our  banks,  which 
has  lately  occurred  in  this  country.  The  first 
movement  which  led  to  that  unfortunate  result 
was  that  made  by  that  bank,  by  which  she  com- 
pelled the  great  banking  houses  of  England, 
connected  with  the  American  trade,  to  discredit 
American  merehante.  Indebted  to  England  as 
they  were  in  a  sum  estimated  at  about  thirty 
millions,  and  unable  longer  to  draw  bills  to  me«b 
their  payments  on  her  banting  hooses.  vMdi 
had  before  given  them  almost  unlimited  oredit^ 
they  were  driven  to  the  coily  other  exponent 
left  them  of  making  remittances  in  specie,  the 
demand  for  which  compelled  the  banks  first 
in  our  aresA  commercial  emporium  to  close 
their  vamte. 

Nor  would  a  national  bank  have  shared  a 
different  &te,  if  one  bad  been  in  existence, 
uilder  the  same  overwhelming  causes.  It  wonld, 
no  doubt,  have  been  forced,  under  the  great 
and  extraordinary  pressure  for  specie,  to  have 
yielded  to  the  storm.  To  reunite  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  banks,  would  be,  therefore,  to 
subject  it^  in  a  period  of  overtrading,  to  tiie 
dangennuinflnenoe  of  the  great  moneyea  poww 
of  England,  opwating  at  such  a  time,  first  on 
our  merchants  engaged  in  foreign  tnde,  next 
on  the  bulks,  and,  through  them,  on  the  finances 
of  the  Government.  If  its  independence  was 
to  be  preserved — if  its  regular  constitutional 
action  was  to  be  kept  up,  impelled  alone  by  the 
vigor  of  the  pnbUo  will— then  the  separatjon  of 
its  financial  interests  from  the  bai^  entirely 
was  a  measure  indispensable.  That  alone  could 
secure  to  the  people,  in  its  administration,  those 
great  aud  important  ends  in  a  republican  form 
of  Government  to  which  he  had  alluded,  and 
free  it  from  the  extraneous  influences  which 
threatened  sooh  serious  mischief. 

He  had  notaoed  some  weeks  previous  to  the 
banksha^gBtoppedroedep^rmentB^thesimnt 
taneons  movements  of  ctttain  presses  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
tending  to  produce  that  result.  They  predicted 
that  the  banks  would  stop^  and  some  of  them 
zealously  urged  them  to  that  course.  He  did  not 
positively  know  that  it  was  their  design  through 
the  instrumentality  of  a  panic,  to  bring  about 
that  result,  to  which  their  labors  had  power- 
fully tended  for  so  long  a  time ;  but  the  time, 
the  manner,  and .  the  circumstances,  all  went 
strongly  to  fav<v  that  supposition.  The  time 
selectod  for  this  movement,  when  mercantile 
fii^ures  were  d^ly  occurring,  was  of  all  othwa 
the  most  &vorable  to  produce  distonst  and 
alarm  In  the  public  mind,  as  to  the  solvency  of 
the  bankfl^  and,  oonsequently,  to  cause  a  general 
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danand  on  tbem  for  q>eole,  ^  depodtors,  and 
those  who  held  their  notes.  The  manner  of  the 
attack,  hy  commenoing  it  abont  the  Bame  time 
at  three  or  foar  important  points,  distant  from 
each  otiier,  showed  it  to  be,  if  not  a  matter  of 
concert,  at  my  rate  a  sioenlar  coinoidence. 
The  circnmstanoes  nnder  which  it  was  made, 
were  exceedingly  well  calculated  to  produce  the 
political  effect  doubtless  ardently  desired  by 
those  engaged  in  the  crusade  against  the  admin- 
istration. Very  many  of  our  citizens  were 
inTolved  in  heavy  pecuniaiy  embarrassments, 
the  fruits  of  the  wildest  speculation.  The  States 
— many  of  them  in  the  antidpation  of  receiving 
their  proportion  of  the  snrplnsreTeoud — had  em- 
barked in  expensive  plaiu  of  im|aoT6ment ;  and 
the  whcde  of  the  public  nrenue  helonf^ng  to 
the  General  GoTsmment  was  deposited  in  the 
banka,  thns  liable  to  be  affected.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  was  no  donbt  imagined  by  many  of 
those  who  are  desperately  determincKl  on  pro- 
ducing a  political  revolution,  that  to  stop  the 
banks  was  to  pull  down  the  administration.  It 
was  a  blow  which,  by  the  sufferings  it  inflicted, 
was  to  awaken  the  slambering  community  to 
the  merits  of  a  national  bank.  It  would  dis- 
appoint tiie  States  in  their  expectations  of  re- 
ceiving the  surplus  revenne.  Finally,  that  it 
would  stop  the  wheels  of  Govemment,  and 
afford  the  enemies  of  those  in  power  the  oppor- 
tonily  of  exnltiuffly  pointing  to  ita  bankruptcy, 
and  proclaiming  me  mismanagement  of  its  reve- 
nues. He  r^uded  the  great  body  of  those  in 
opposition  as  honest  and  p^otio  dtizens,  and 
was  far  from  believing  that  they  were  prompt- 
ed by  SQoh  motives  as  he  had  aUuded  too ;  bat, 
at  the  same  time,  he  felt  regret  at  being  com- 
pelled to  express  tiie  belief,  forced  on  him  by 
the  circxunstances  he  had  described,  that  there 
were  some  to  be  found  among  them  ready  to 
compass  their  objects  at  the  expense  of  the 
prosperity  and  best  interests  of  their  country. 

It  woold  not,  he  tiionght,  be  doubted,  on  a 
candid  review  of  the  history  of  the  lost  three 
or  four  years,  that  the  connection  between  the 
Oovemment  and  the  banks  had  invited  and 
been  made  the  caose  of  tiie  harassing  warfare 
which,  to  subserve  party  purposes,  had  been,  in 
that  space  of  time,  almost  ooostantiy  kept  np 
against  the  deposit  banks,  and,  consequently, 
affecting  to  a  great  extent  the  interests  and  bua- 
incss  of  the  country.  The  streams  of  the  money 
oironlation  never  can  ran  clear  or  smooth  while 
they  are  liable  to  he  muddied  and  lashed  into 
impetuous  violence  by  being  mingled  with  polit- 
ical excitement  The  country  will  be  perpet- 
ually liable  to  experience  inundations  at  one 
time  in  its  circulation,  and  at  another  to  snfTer 
sudden  reactions.  The  true  remedy  is,  then, 
to  remove  the  cause  by  severing  the  connection 
between  the  Government  and  the  banks.  By 
doing  this,  many  of  the  roost  powerful  motives 
to  produce  agitation  on  this  most  delioate  and 
sensitive  question  will  be  effectually  removed. 

The  Presidmt,  in  reoonuneoding  a  severance 
of  the  connection  between  the  GoTemment  and 
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the  banks,  had  assnmed  an  attitude  ct  d^;nified 
firmness  and  moral  devation  worthy  the  chat^ 

acter  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  It 
carried  out  the  doctrine  into  practice,  that  nm- 
plicity  in  the  administration  of  a  Goveniment 
founded  on  the  will  of  the  people,  while  it  is 
the  readiest  means  of  perpetuating  its  princi- 
ples, is  the  snrest  way  of  securing  their  esteem 
and  approbation.  It  voluntarily  proposed  to 
relinquish  whatever  of  power  and  mflaenoe 
might  be  derived  to  the  Exccntive  branch  of 
the  Goveniment  from  a  connection  with  mon- 
eyed institutions,  and,  in  doing  so,  would  leave 
it  to  repose  on  the  wisdom  of  its  policy,  and 
the  ments  of  its  measures,  for  pnUio  support. 

Mr.  B.,  tn  oondnsion,  a^d  it  was  now  veir 
apparent  that  the  deoinon  of  Congress  wonia 
be  ultimatdy  narrowed  down  to  a  choice  be- 
tween tiie  plan  of  fiscal  agency  then  proposed, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  national  huik.  The 
State  banks  had,  on  a  fair  trial,  proved  them- 
selves incapable  of  fulfilling  the  duties  of  such 
a  trust,  ana  if  agun  resorted  to,  woald,  in  aU 
probability,  sooner  or  later,  present  a  repetition 
of  the  difficulties  in  which  they  had  recently 
involved  the  Govemment  and  the  country.  To 
the  creation  of  a  national  bonk,  in  any  form,  be 
had  objections  of  an  insuperable  character. 
The  argument  made  by  gentiemen  who  had 
preceded  him  in  debate,  against  its  constitutioQ- 
ality,  was  unanswered  and  unanswerable.  The 
objections  to  it,  as  a  measure  ct  expe^cncy, 
were  eqnally  strong  aod  deoieive.  The  reme^ 
whi^  It  would  afford  would  be  worse  than  the 
disease,  which  its  friends  professed  its  capacity 
to  relieve.  Besides  its  tendency  to  produce 
pecuniary  distress  for  some  time  before  it  could 
go  into  operation,  if  established  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  present  pretended  necessity,  il 
would  be  fixed  on  the  country,  notwithstan<l- 
ing  any  abuses  it  might  commit,  for  ases  to 
come.  The  ailment  would  be  constantly  mid 
readily  used  by  ita  advocates,  that  it  most  U 
continued,  or  the  prosperity  of  the  countrj 
rained. 

Etneteal  qf  Revenue  Bondi. 
Mr,  Gbvsdt,  from  the  C(»nmittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  the  sul>Ject  had  been  refeired, 
reported  a  bill  to  r^ulate  the  fees  of  District 
Attorneys  for  the  renewal  of  cnstom-honie 
bonds.   Bead,  and  ordered  to  a  second  read- 

%lds  bill  fixes  the  feea  at  five  dollars  tar  each 
roiewal. 


HoNSAT,  October  2. 
Sv^Treatury  BiU. 

The  snb-TreaBury  bill  being  reanmed, 
Mr.  Batabd,  of  Delaware,  addressed  tne 
Seni^ 

Mr.  President :  The  bill  now  before  us  pro- 
poses three  measnres :  the  first  of  wUch  i^ 
to  dissolve  all  connection  with  the  banks ;  sec- 
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'ondlj,  to  snbstitnte  the  agency  of  certain  of- 
ficers, thirteen  or  fourteen  tboasand  in  number, 
for  that  of  the  banks  in  keeping  the  revenues 
of  the  GU)vemment ;  and,'  thirdly,  to  receive, 
after  a  certain  period,  nothing  bat  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  payment  of  Government  does. 
The  objects  which  are  said  to  be  contemplated 
as  the  resulte  of  these  measares  are,  first,  to 
seoore  1h»  Goremment  against  loss  in  tbe  keep- 
ing of  its  treasure ;  and,  secondly,  to  provide  a 
cturency  of  gtdd  and  diver  coin,  which  Is  de- 
clared to  be  I3ie  oonstitntional  onrrenoy.  Tbe 
measnres  themselves  have  noising  to  recom- 
mend them  beyond  their  supposed  tendency  to 
aoeompUsh  these  objects.  Before  proceeding, 
however,  to  tiie  discussion  of  these  matters,  it 
Is  necessary  to  have  a  jost  and  precise  conception 
criT  the  objeots,  the  accomplisnmaat  of  which  is 
said  to  be  contemplated. 

The  first,  which  respects  the  fact  of  security 
against  loss  in  keeping  the  public  treasure,  is 
easily  understood,  but  the  other,  the  favorite 
otject,  of  providing  a  currency  of  gold  and 
rilver  ooin,  requires  some  ezplanati(H).  It  has 
been  supposed,  dr,  and  I  confess  I  entertiuned 
the  aame  opinion,  that  some  of  those  who  ad- 
Toeate  these  measures  were  bent  on  procuring 
a  pnr^  metallic  currency  for  the  oonntey,  to 
the  exdusion  of  all  paper ;  while  others  were 
aiming  only  at  a  larger  infusion  of  the  precious 
metals  into  the  circulating  medium,  b^g  per- 
fectly satined  that  a  considerable  part  of  It 
Aoald  still  consist  of  convertible  paper.  I  am 
eonvinoed,  however,  from  a  closer  attention  to 
what  has  heretofore  passed  on  this  subject,  that 
tbe  views  of  all  of  us  are  directed  merely  to  the 
enlargement  of  the  metallic  portion  of  the  cur- 
rency, by  chmging  the  ratio  of  the  mixture  of 
paper  and  coin,  as  it  existed  before  the  suspen- 
sioD  of  specie  payments.  The  case  is  not, 
thmfbre,  rightly  presented  by  tiie  Senator 
from  ICiasouri,  (Mr.  Behton,)  whoi  he  states 
It  to  be  a  contest  between  oppodte  systems  of 
paper  and  coin ;  bat,  la  fact,  whatever  differ- 
ence of  opinion  exists  in  relation  to  the  curren- 
cy is  merely  as  to  the  relative  proportions  In 
which  paper  and  coin  should  compose  it. 

Ho  one,  at  least  to  my  knowledge,  Kr.  Prea- 
ideat,  has  professed  to  counteuance,  much  Iqss 
to  recnnmend,  an  inconvertible  paper  medium, 
exo^t,  indeed,  ttie  Senator  fh>m  Bouth  Caro- 
lina, QSt.  OAiAomr,)  who  seems  to  think  that 
a  Cktvermnent  paper  is  the  only  safe  one.  I 
shall  proceed,  therefore,  to  show  what  are  the 
different  views  entertcdned  on  this  subject,  and 
tbe  probable  efltet  wldoh  the  difforent  propo- 
ittkma  heretofore  made  for  the  snnwesHon  of 
notes  of  a  low  denominaticm  would  have  upon 
tbe  emrrenoy.  The  Senator  frwn  Ifissouri,  (Mr. 
BxBTfHr,)  who  has  taken  the  lead  upon  this  sub- 
ject ci  metallio  cnirency,  may  very  fiurly  he 
taken  as  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  those 
who  are  most  partial  to  the  predons  metals. 
His  proposition  is  to  suppress  all  notes  under 
cme  honored  dollars,  as  appears  from  the  speech 
ddivered  by  him  on  the  STth  Janoaryi  1887, 


;  on  the  resolution  to  rescind  the  lYessury  order, 
in  which  he  cites  his  speech  on  the  subject  of 
the  District  banks  in  the  preceding  ses^on,  as 
containing  his  views  on  the  subject.  The  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract  from  that  speech : 

"  Hr.  BcntoD  said  that  tbe  proposed  limit  of  twenty 
dollars  for  the  minimiim  sue  of  bank  notes  was  not 
an  aitatrary  assnmption  or  s  fanciful  deaignatioa; 
but  was  a  limit  ascertained  by  experience  and  proven 
by  results  to  be  the  lowett  that  would  suffice  to  ao- 
complish  the  ends  faitaided ;  these  ends  are,  Ist  To 
re-estaUish  the  gold  currency.  2d.  To  make  gold 
and  sUrer  the  common  currency  for  all  the  small 
dealing  of  tbe  country.  Sd.  To  extend  and  enloive 
the  B^e  bans  of  tbe  circulation.  4tb.  To 
save  tbe  laboring  and  amall  dealing  part  of  tbe  com- 
munity from  the  effects  of  ecmtractioDS  and  expait- 
mons  firom  bank  Iseaos.  5tb.  To  save  than  fVora  ttw 
impoeitions  of  counterfeiters,  from  losses  when  banks 
fail,  and  from  bearing  the  whole  burden  of  tbe  wear 
and  tear  of  amsU  notes.  6tfa.  To  save  bard  money 
enough  in  the  country  to  make  tt  safe  to  have  such 
paper  currency  as  conmierce  and  large  dealings  may 
require.  These  are  the  otyecta  to  hb  accom^iabe<^ 
and  less  than  |20  will  have  no  adequate  eflbot.  Far 
bett«wotild  thellnut  beitf  9]00,as  it  isneariyht 
IVanoe,  and  where  tbat  limit  ensures  a  rirculwim 
of 'nine4aith8  gold  and  rilvar  and  me-tenth  pq>er." 

It  tiius  appears^  Mr.  JPreaSdoit,  that  the 
most  zealous  advocates  of  a  hard-monqr  our- 
rency  do  not  contend  for  the  entire  expuldon 
of  paper,  but  desire  a  lai^r  infusion  of  precious 
metals  into  the  drcnlatmg  medium.  We  are 
all  agreed  as  to  the  odious  and  unconstitutional 
character  of  a  mere  paper  currency,  for  a  mix- 
ed currency  of  coin  and  convertible  paper  can- 
not be  denominated  a  paper  currency.  The 
different  views,  then,  which  are  entertained  as 
to  the  ratio  of  this  mixture  of  paper  and  ooin 
in  the  circulating  medium,  may  be  reduced  to 
three  classes:  first,  of  those  who,  with  tiie 
Senator  from  Hissouri,  (Mr.  Bbston,)  are  in 
favor  of  a  suppreerion  of  all  bank  notes  under 
9100;  seoMialy,  those  who,  with  the  Senap 
tor  from  Yirg^itta,  (Ifr.  Bivxs,)  are  in  &Tor  <tf 
a  suppression  of  all  notes  nnder  $20;  and, 
thirdly,  of  those  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
suppression  of  all  notes  under  $10  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  ensure  a  due  proportion  of  ooin  in  the 
circulation.  Before  proceeding  to  my  argu- 
ment, I  think  it  important  to  the  perfect  oom- 
prehenraon  of  the  matter,  that  we  should  first 
settie,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the  effect  which 
would  be  produced  upon  the  actual  currency  of 
the  country  by  the  adoption  of  either  of  the 
above  so^estions.  Fortonately,  rir,  we  are 
not  without  the  means  of  doing  so.  The  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Thsasuiyopon  the 
condition  of  the  State  banks,  made  at  the  last 
sesdon  of  Ckmgreaa,  in  that  part  of  it  which 
relates  to  the  banks  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
famishes  some  data  for  that  purpose.  I  take 
the  instance  of  the  New  York  currency,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  one,  the  component  parts 
of  which  are  stated,  and  I  presume  tbat  those 
facts  which  are  found  to  be  true  in  relation  to 
the  paper  part  of  that  correnoy,  will  be  found 
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to  be  nearly  so  in  relation  to  the  paper  part  of 
the  currency  of  the  whole  country,  although  it 
is  very  probable  that  a  difierence,  more  or  less 
conmderable,  may  be  fonnd  to  exist  in  the  cur- 
rency of  some  particular  States.  But,  bo  far 
as  my  ai^ument  is  concerned,  it  is  of  no  con- 
sequence whether  the  statement  be  precisely 
aooorate  or  not ;  tlie  olfject  b^ng  to  give  some 
definite  idea  of  the  practical  effect  of  those 
views.  In  that  report  the  entire  paper  curren- 
oy,  on  tfao  Ist  of  Jannary,  1836,  of  the  State 
of  New  Tork,  is  stated  to  be  $21,123,089, 
which,  with  the  sum  of  $4,000,000,  the  proba- 
ble amount  of  coin  in  circulatiou,  would  make 
the  entire  currency  of  paper  and  coin  about 
$^5,000,000,  It  appears  from  that  report,  that 
the  whole  number  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
of  the  denomination  of  $100  and  upwards, 
amomited  to  $5,230,200,  which  is  about  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  cnirenQy;  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  olrcaladon  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $20  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
som  of  nearly  $8,000,000,  or  about  one*third 
of  tiie  whole  currency;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  notes  in  circulation  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  $10  and  upwards,  amounted  to  the 
sum  of  $12,266,766,  or  about  one-half  of  the 
entire  cnrrency.  It  will  follow,  then,  that  to 
suppress  all  notes  under  $100  would  give  four 
parts  of  coin,  and  one  of  p^r,  of  the  whole 
currency;  while  the  suppression  of  idl  notes 
under  $20  would  give  two  parts  of  coin  and  one 
of  paper,  and  the  Buppressiou  of  all  notes  under 
$10  woidd  give  a  currency  one-half  of  coin,  and 
the  otiier  en  paper. 

It  is  of  uo  eonseqaence  to  my  a^ment 
whethv  these  ratios  oe  ouotiy  correct:  it  is 
suffloieut  if  they  be  an  ^>proximation  to  the 
toutii.  Let  us  th^  wply  them  to  tiie  whole 
eurreni^^  of  the  United  States,  and  observe  the 
result 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  on  the  state  of  the  finanoM,  made  at  the 
commencement  of  the  last  session  of  Oongress, 
estimated  the  entire  currency  of  the  'Duited 
States  on  the  1st  of  December,  1836,  to  be 
$148,000,000,  of  which  $120,000,000  were  pa- 
per,  and  $28,000,000  coin.  As  it  is  necessary 
to  take  some  specific  amonnt  for  the  purpose  of 
oalonlation,  we  will  take  that  to  be  the  actu^ 
amount  of  the  entire  currency  of  the  country. 
The  effect  upon  that  currency,  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  suppress  all  notes  under  $100,  would, 
from  the  analogy  of  the  New  York  currency, 
be,  to  give  us  $118,400,000  of  coin,  and  $29,- 
600,000  of  paper,  as  the  relative  proportions. 
The  proportion  to  suppress  all  notes  under  $20 
would  give  nearly  $99,000,000  of  coin,  and 
$49,000,000  of  paper;  while  that  to  suppress 
all  notes  under  $10  woold  give  $74,000,000  of 
coin,  and  $74,000,000  of  paper.  This  view  of 
the  matter  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  question 
of  how  much  coin  it  is  proper  for  the  banks  to 
keep  in  their  vaults  as  tiie  oasis  of  their  paper 
circulation ;  and  which  experience  would  seem 
to  indicate  to  be  about  one*third. 


COcwBEa,  1837. 

Kow,  sir,  I  propose  to  show  that,  whether 
the  object  be  to  increase  the  rat^o  of  the  mix- 
ture of  coin  in  the  whole  circulation  as  it  exist- 
ed on  tiie  Ist  of  December  last,  or  to  provids 
an  exdusive  metallic  currency,  tiie  measures 
now  proposed  by  the  bill  before  us  will  not 
only  not  promote  that  o^ect,  but  defeat  it  alto- 
gether. To  do  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  simple  principles,  which  in 
established  laws  of  currency.  The  purpose  of 
a  currency  being  to  effect  the  aggregate  pay- 
ments of  the  nation,  a  ^en  amount  in  valu^ 
less  than  the  amount  of  those  payments,  bat 
having  a  proportionate  relation  to  them,  b  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  It  is  also  true  that 
gold  and  silver  are  the  standards  of  value  over 
the  whole  world,  and  are,  at  the  same  time^ 
objects  of  commerce  and  materiald  of  currency. 
From  these  facts  results  a  law  mixed  curren- 
cy, that  paper  will  exp^  the  ctnn  unless  it  he 
restrained  in  its  numerical  amount  and  denom^ 
nation.  Of  thia  fact  abunduit  evidence  ntj 
be  found  in  the  hirtory  of  every  tivilized 
ti<m.  But,  dr,  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate 
by  referring  to  the  elem^tary  writers  as  so- 
thorities  upon  that  point.  I  shall  content  my- 
self with  authorities  nearw  home.  I  metn  to 
forage  in  the  enemy's  country ;  and  I  will  cits 
one,  which  I  presume  will  be  satisfactory,  not 
only  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bki- 
TON,)  but  to  those  also  who  are  most  zealous  on 
the  subject  of  the  gold  and  »lver  cchd,  Xmtf 
no  other  than  the  speech  of  that  Senator  upoo 
the  District  banks,  delivered  in  the  seauon 
1885-'6,  to  which  I  have  before  referred,  sod 
from  which  I  now  read  the  following  extnct: 

**'nte  great  erils  of  asmtll  papttemmcfmi 
1.  To  banish  gold  and  silver;  £.  To  ennnwsgs 
oOQoterfeiUng;  8.  To  destroy  the  standard  of  vdac8{ 
4.  To  throw  the  burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  paper 
system  upon  the  taboriug  and  small  dealmg  put  i£ 
the  community.  The  iosUnct  of  banks  to  aUik  tbeir 
circulation  to  the  lowest  deaominatiou  of  notes  vlncik 
can  be  forced  upon  the  community  is  a  tmt  id  ibe 
system  universally  proved  to  exist  wherever  baub 
of  drculatitm  have  been  permitted  to  ^ve  a  camncj 
to  a  country,  and  the  eflbct  of  that  Insnnct  has  atwns 
been  to  banish  gold  and  silver.  When  the  Bank  of 
England  was  chartered,  in  the  year  1694,  it  could 
issue  no  note  less  than  £100  sterling ;  that  amonit 
waa  gradually  reduced  by  the  persevering  efotirf 
the  bulk  to  £60;  then  to£20;  then  toJEU;  tea 
to  £10;  tod  at  iMt  to  £0 ;  and,  fluaUy,  to  £1  nd 
£1.  Those  dounninatioos  were  sot  readbed  ntH 
the  year  1797,  or  until  one  hundred  and  three  jem 
after  the  institution  of  the  bank  ;  and,  as  the  serail 
reductions  in  the  taxe  of  the  notes,  and  the  crnise- 
quent  increase  of  paper  cnrrency  tot^L  place,  gold 
became  more  and  more  scarce,  and,  with  the  issae  of 
£1  and  £2  notes,  it  totally  disappeared  from  dw 
country.  This  eWect  was  foretold  by  alt  poUtlcd 
economists,  and  espedally  by  Xr.  Bui^,  thai  aged 
and  retired  from  public  life,  who  wrote  ftom  his  re- 
treat to  Mr.  Canning,  to  say  to  Hr.  I^tt,  the  Prime 
Minister,  these  prophedc  words :  '  If  this  MD  fer  tte 
£1  and  £2  notes  is  permitted  to  pass,  we  shad  nmr 
see  another  guinea  in  Eiwlaiid.*  The  bill  did  paa^ 
and  the  ptedidiwi  was  MfiUed;  for  not  aaeUMT 
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DCS,  half  guinea,  or  Boverelgn  wis  oeen  fai  Bogland 
dnolBtkm,  until  the  Mil  mu  repwled  two-and- 
nreaty  yean  ■Itarwanla.'' 

The  report  of  tho  New  York. bank  commis- 
siooers,  made  on  the  23d  of  JaDu&rj^  1835,  is 
to  the  same  eflfeot,  shoving  that  the  practical 
experience  oi  oar  own  country  oorrem>nda 
with  that       England.  Tho  commissionerB 

**  The  ■Mwwiiiii  «d(q;>ted  at  the  last  session  of  the 
T«i|,Maliiiii  for  the  snppresrioa  of  the  small  bank 
BoCM  lamMt  so  far  as  they  have  yet  gone  into  opamr 
tim,  occasioDed  as  little  incoavenienoe  as  was  to  baTe 
been  expected.  The  effects  of  the  change  were  not 
■eoeibly  felt  outil  about  the  let  of  Beptember,  and, 
SDce  that  time,  a  large  amount  of  spede  has  been 
pot  into  circulation,  which  will  be  very  much  in- 
creased after  the  issues  of  the  three  dollar  notes  shall 
han«  eeased.  Our  CanariUan  ndgbbors,  howoTer,  dr- 
enbto  a  rery  large  amount  of  small  bank  lurtes, 
which  *re  taken  as  freely  on  the  a^oiiung  frontier  of 
the  State  as  oar  own  notes  or  spede.  in  a  condder- 
Mo  portion  of  St  Lawrence  county,  where  the  In- 
tcKOone  at  tiie  inhabitants  is  chiefiy  with  Canada, 
tiw  kw  ia  eatlrdy  disregarded.  It  is  more  or  less 
»  in  (he  comities  bwdmi^  vpoa  Tennrak,  in  the 
estvcBBe  western  ooontks,  and  in  the  dty  cu  Kew 
Xoili:.  It  will  be  found  imposnble,  we  apprdtend, 
to  enfocoe  the  law  effectually  ao  long  as  the  small 
notes  are  issned  by  the  banks  of  the  aih'oining 
sues." 

Thei:0  esn,  therefbre,  t  think,  sir,  he  no  donht 
vpon  this  point,  that  it  is  the  infleidble  law  of 
a  mixed  enrreney  of  paper  and  coin,  that  the 
dieaper  aaaterial  soppumta  the  more  ooMj  one, 
aod  tibat  the  only  mode  by  wMoh  yon  can  se- 
oare  a  pioper  adinixtare  of  ooin  is  by  the  snp- 
praeaioo  of  the  small  notes.  I  am  thus  psjv 
tieiilar  aa  tp  this  practical  tmth,  beoanse  npon 
it  la  based  the  whole  stmotnre  of  my  argoment. 
I  bare  before  stated  that  the  whole  cnrrency 
of  the  oomitry  is  assmned  to  be  what  it  was  on 
the  1st  of  December  last,  as  appears  from  the 
Beeretary's  report,  ^148,000,000,  of  which 
938,000,000  was  coin  and  $120,000,000  bank 
DotA.  The  Govenuoent  fbrnishea  the  coin — 
th»  baka  fkmiah  the  papw  part  <fi  the  onz^ 
mey.  we  are  dl  agraed  that,  to  flonsUtnte 
a  eoond  emrenoy,  there  ahonld  Iw  a  larger  ad- 
ndxtnre  of  the  precious  metals.  Those  frtio 
are  fax  frnv  of  the  snppresrion  of  notes  nnder 
$10  wish,  as  I  have  shown,  to  raise  the  amomit 
ot  eoin  in  oiroolation  from  $28,000,000  to 
■■  $n^O(N^000 ;  those  in  &Tor  cf  Che  snppresrion 
of  Aotes  nnder  $90,  to  raise  the  amonnt  of  coin 
to  f»«, 000,000 ;  and  the  Senator  from  Miasonri, 
sid  tiwse  who  think  with  him  that  all  notes 
■ader  $100  shonld  be  sappressed,  wish  to  ruse 
tte*  amonnt  to  $118,000,000.  And  yet,  sir, 
wlftt  means  do  they  now  propose  to  take  in 
oidar  to  aeoompUah  this  purpose  f  Why,  sir,  to 
BMBstetiie  Govenunent  from  the  bai^l  To 
'OTViee  the  Oomnmeat  from  the  banks  1  To 
Jaaw*  the  banka  to  tbemselTOst  The  Soiator 
|B^*  tbey  hsve  ftUeu  tuto  the  sea,  and  he  will 
mat  aaafat  to  angle  them  out!  And  this,  too, 


[SntAn, 

after  we  have  been  told  by  Ihe  Senator  him- 
self and  the  proposition  is  nndoubtedly  tme, 

that  the  insnnct  of  banks  to  sink  their  ciron- 
lation  to  the  lowest  denomination  of  notes 
which  can  be  forced  npon  the  commonity,  is  a 
trait  in  the  system— and  the  effect  of  that  in- 
stinct has  alw^B  been  to  banish  gold  and  sil- 
ver." No,  sir,  yon  cannot  leave  the  banks  to 
themselves;  yon  cannot  divoroe  the  Govern- 
ment from  tliem !  Yon  mnst  watch  over  and 
regulate  them,  if  yon  mean  to  accomplish  the 
object  which  yon  profess  to  have  in  view, 
namely,  tibe  improvement  of  the  cnrrency. 

But  it  is  said  that,  by  reqairing  payments  to 
the  Government  to  be  made  in  coin,  yon  will 
compel  its  circnlation.  Well,  lir,  to  what  ex- 
tent do  yon  compel  that  dreblancm  t  To  the 
extent  only  ot  the  amount  that  is  absolntely 
necessary  to  ^foci  those  paymenta  The  Pres- 
ident tdls  na  in  his  Message  that  the  amonnt  of 
ooin  which  would  be  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose is  about  $10,000,000,  Then,  I  say,  in  the 
event  of  the  non-resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments by  the  banks,  your  cnrrency  would  oon- 
siat  of  $188,000,000  of  paper,  and,  what  is 
worse,  of  inconvertible  pwier,  without  a  limit 
to  its  extension;  uid  of  $10,000,000  of  coin, 
and  that  ooin  would  be  confined  to  the  channel 
of  Government  receipts  and  Government  pig- 
ments. The  cnrrency  would  submit  to  the 
force  you  put  upon  it,  jost  to  the  extent  of  that 
force,  and  no  fhrther.  Tour  action  would  re- 
semble in  its  effect  a  proviso  to  a  general  law, 
which  is  a  restrunt  only  to  the  extent  the 
pnMso ;  and  your  coin  would  oirenlate  only  la 
the  channd  which  yon  had  dug  out  for  it. 
on  the  other  hand,  the  bonks  should  resume 
specie  payments,  and  the  currency  should  be 
agdn  composed,  as  it  was  on  the  first  of  De- 
cember last,  of  $28,000,000  of  coin  and  $130,- 
000,000  of  pajwr,  then,  I  say,  sir,  that,  aa  there 
would  be  specie  more  than  enough,  in  circula- 
tion, to  answer  the  payments  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  measnre  uf  demanding  payment  in 
coin  would  have  no  tendency  whatever  to  in- 
crease the  amount.  The  reason  of  all  this  is 
wparent,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  fitct  which 
I  have  stated,  that  pi^>er  will  banish  ooin  frtnn 
olronlation  nnless  retrained,  and  will  alwaya 
do  so  up  to  tiie  pidnt  of  that  restndnt. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  resort  to  any  speon- 
lative  reasoning  in  prW  of  these  positions. 
You  have  now,  rir,  in  the  present  state  of  things, 
the  most  positive  proof  of  their  tmth.  Does 
not  tlie  Giovemment  at  this  moment  demand 
payment  of  its  dues,  of  its  duties,  its  postages, 
and  its  sales  of  public  lands,  in  ooin  t  And  yet 
does  that  coin  enter  into  the  general  circnla- 
tion? Is  it  not  confided  entirely  to  Govern- 
ment debtors  and  Government  creditors,  to 
those  who  consume  the  revenues  and  those 
who  pay  them  ?  I  soy,  then,  sir,  that  the  re- 
snlt  of  your  measnre  is  this,  and  this  only,  to 
secure  ooin  as  the  ourrenw  for  the  Gown- 
ment,  and  leave  pi^r  aa  the  ouiTMiQy  of  the 
pe^le.  It  la  no  nunsoat  thing,  Ur.  Fnrident, 
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to  see  those  at  the  head  of  the  GoTemmont 
profess  one  thing  and  do  another. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  my  second 
propoution,  which  is,  that  Congress  boond  . 
to  fbroish  a  sonnd  currency  of  coin  and  con- 
vertible paper  for  the  people  •f  the  United 
States.  To  any  one  read  in  the  history  of  this' 
country,  and  in  the  text  of  the  constitution,  it 
would  seem  strange  that  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary  to  formally  propound  such  a  proposi- 
tion, much  more  so  to  prove  it  Bnt  the  peco- 
liar  tone  of  the  Message,  and  the  doctrines  of 
some  of  the  snpporters  of  the  administration 
on  this  flo<Hr,  would  lead  one  to  snppose  that  the 
oonstitntion  had  been  formed,  and  the  Govern- 
ment created,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  take 
care  of  Itself.  Is  it  then  true,  sir,  that  this 
Government  was  created,  merely  that  Martin 
Van  Bnren  might  be  Pr^d«it,  and  ei^oy  the 
dignity  and  emoluments  of  his  office;  that 
yon,  Bir,  should  be  Vice  President,  and  we  Sen- 
ators of  the  United  States,  with  the  privily 
of  franking  our  letters  and  receiving  a  per  diem 
of  eight  dollars  in  gold  and  silver  t  Was  that 
the  end  and  pnrpose  of  all  the  anxious  deliber- 
ation of  that  band  of  patriots  wlio  assembled 
in  Philadelphia  to  form  the  oonstitntion,  and  of 
the  cession,  in  that  instrument,  on  the  part  of 
the  States,  of  almost  all  the  hi^  i^bates  of 
sovereiffn^  ?  I  had  hitherto  thought  the  ob- 
ject had  been  "  to  prcnnoto  the  general  welfare 
of  the  people  of  uie  United  States."  I  was 
taught  to  think  that  the  powers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  trusts  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  that  the  end  and  object  of  the  con- 
stitution waa  to  promote  their  welfare.  It 
seems,  however,  sir,  that  those  who  admiiUster 
the  Government  read  that  instmrnent  different- 
ly, and  have  come  to  the  enli^tened,  profonnd, 
liberal,  and  statesman-like  oondnsion,  that  the 
Government  was  created  merely  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  that  the  people  have  no  part  or  lot  in 
field  of  its  operations.  Let  us,  then,  examine 
for  a  moment  the  soundness  of  this  opinion,  so 
&r  at  least  as  the  eaireDoj  is  ooncemed,  Uat 
being  the  mattor  immediately  under  considera- 
tion. 

Every  one  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  knows  that  we  came  out  of 
that  confiict  with  a  mined  commerce  and  a  de- 
based currency  of  inoonvertihle  paper;  that 
the  StatM  refused  to  confer  on  the  old  Oongress 
the  power  to  levy  dntiea  on  imports,  and  were 
unable  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  indirect 
mode  of  taxation  themselves.  That  if  New 
York,  for  instance,  sought  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  her  commerce,  New  Jersey  interfered  and 
defeated  her  plans  by  throwing  open  her  ports. 
That,  in  the  same  manner,  the  commercial  ref- 
lations of  Pennsylvania  were  at  t^e  mercy  of 
the  State  of  Delaware,  and  were,  in  fact,  nrns- 
trated  by  the  legislation  of  that  State ;  and  so 
of  the  omer  States.  In  the  hopeless  imbedUfy 
of  commercial  cnteiprise  which  grew  ont  of 
this  condition  of  things,  the  people  saw  the 
nece«d^  of  a  General  Govenuneut^  which 
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shonM  have  the  power  to  relate  coiiniMnt^ 

and  provide  a  uniform  and  eoond  cDrrnicrjr  fbr 
the  country.  The  main  and  immediate  iodoee- 
ment  for  tiie  formation  of  the  present  form  ot 
Government  was  the  derire  to  escape  fh>m  these 
distrrases  and  embarrassments,  which,  from  t^ 
all-pervading  character,  could  only  be  cured  bj 
a  National  Government.  Hence  we  find  tint 
the  express  power  is  given  in  the  coD8titotio& 
to  regulate  commerce,  as  well  as  the  eipren 
power  to  reflate  the  standards  of  vdoe  u4 
quantity,  which  are  the  1^  oi  ccmmiwoe. 

I  shiul  not,  rir,  after  the  Imidnoiis  and  poT< 
erfhl  amnnent  of  the  Senator  from  MiBBtacbn- 
setts^  (Sr.  WsBSTBB,)  npon  this  power  to 
late  commerce,  attempt  to  say  any  thing  in 
iUostration  or  support  of  it  I  voold  not  be 
chargeable  with  attempting  "  the  wastefid  and 
ridiculous  exoess  of  addins  perfume  to  the  rose, 
or  gilding  refined  gold,"  but  will  content  my- 
self with  remarking,  that  one  might  £uily  con- 
clude that  as  commerce  In  modem  times  is  bo 
longer  carried  on  by  barter,  bnt  is  oondocted,  in 
its  minuter  details,  by  means  of  money ;  sad, 
in  its  larger  operations,  by  the  conuiienial 
currency  of  bills  of  exchange  and  proD^sMiy 
notes,  tiie  power  to  r^ulate  cotmnwce  pra 
the  right  to  regulate  the  means  by  whidi  itii 
conducted.  I  proceed,  therefbre,  to  ondte 
other  provisiona  of  the  oonstitatim.  Mj  pro- 
position is,  that  Congress  is  bomid  to  fanab  i 
sound  cnrresi^  of  coin  and  ooovertibl^  pipir 
for  the  people  of  the  United  States.  I  saf  of 
coin  and  convertible  paper,  for  I  consider  tit 
latter  as  equivalent  to  coin  in  the  matter  of 
currency.  li^  therefore,  any  one  ahcrald  be  of 
opinion  that  Congress  is  boond  to  toBnoA  n 
entire  metallic  ourreuOT,  that  opiniMi  does  aot 
weaken  the  strength  of  my  argmiMin^  the  nan 
which  I  am  about  to  present  being  applkaUt 
to  both  positions. 

In  the  first  place,  the  power  is  givrai  to  Ote- 
gress  "  to  coin  money."  For  what  parpoee  ii 
money  to  be  coined  ?  Not  that  it  may  be  mih- 
eddown,  and  manufactured  into  plate;  not  thil 
it  may  be  exported,  and  pass  into  for^pirfitii 
to  asRUne  some  other  form,  or  reoene  hh 
other  impression ;  nor  that  it  may  be  hoarw 
as  a  matter  of  cnrio^ty  or  avarioe ;  but  tbit  it 
may  be  used  for  the  pnrpose  Aw  which  eoaed 
money  is  used,  namely,  the  oorrenqy  or  ami- 
lating  medium  of  the  country.  I  bxj  ot  'H* 
country,  because,  as  the  power  is  a  trwt  fi* 
the  general  wel&re,  its  execution  most  bin 
reference  to  the  end  of  its  existence.  Id  tite 
second  place,  Oongress  is  autiborized  to 
the  offence  *'  of  connterfeiting  the  oorrent  ooin 
of  the  United  States."  In  the  third  place,  tbe 
States  ore  prohibited  from  coining  hmmT- 
And,  in  the  fourth  place,  nothing  **  but 
and  silver  cohi "  can  be  nude  a  trader  ia  Fo- 
ment of  debts.  As  the  great  borinesa  of  tio- 
rency  is  to  pay  debts,  and  OongreM  li»  *• 
exclnsive  power  of  ftimidiing  the  eoin*  u 
which  alone  those  debts  can  be  legally  ^ 
fbUows  that  it  is  their  ooMtitntioBal  m  ^ 
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fttmiah  eoch  camaoy  oi  coin,  or  what  is  eqaiv- 
alent,  of  oonvertible  paper;  for,  if  thcj  do 
not  famish  it,  no  other  power  can;  and  the 
whole  bnaineflB  of  society  most  be  suspended. 
The  purpose  of  oarrenoy  is  to  make  the  a^re- 
gate  pajmentB  of  the  country,  and  ita  amount 
m  vAlae  has  reference  to  the  amount  of  those 
pigments;  at  the  same  time,  every  payment 
pioauppoaea  an  auteoedent  debt,  though  it  e^sts 
Mt  for  a  momenL  and  it  is  Oongress  alone  that 
oan  famish  the  legal  means  of  making  those 

what,  tbu,  rir,  is  the  conseqaenoe  of  the  ex- 
faeeooe  of  this  power  and  this  constitutional 
duty  as  Feeards  the  existing  oondition  of  the 
cnrrenpy  w  this  eoimtry,  oomposedf  as  it  is  as- 
sumed to  be,  of  coin  ftirni^ea  by  the  Govem- 
ment,  and  paper  ftamished  by  the  biuks} 
What,  I  ask,  is  the  consequence  of  the  ezist- 
cnea  of  that  duty  on  the  part  of  tiiis  Govem- 
DMotl  Why,  sir,  dearly,  the  obligation  so  to 
Isolate  the  issues  of  paper  by  the  banks  as  to 
ensure  ita  oonTertibility  at  all  times  into  coin, 
and  thns  to  imTide  a  soond  currency  of  coin 
ad  coBTertiue  pqier  for  the  pet^le.  If  it  be 
the  dn^  of  OoDgreas  to  fliniish  ^ther  a  metallic 
enrrea^,  wamixedcnrrem^ofodnandcon- 
vertible  paper,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  metallio 
eorrency  for  the  porpose  of  hamneaa,  then  it  Is 
boond  to  guard  agunst  whatever  may  tend  to 
defeat  the  performance  of  its  duty ;  and  I  have 
already  shown  that  it  is  the  tendency  of  banks 
to  extend  th^  issaea  of  paper^  which  has  the 
effect  of  banidiing  the  coin  from  circulation. 
If  Congreas  does  not  regalate  the  iaeaes  of  hiuik 
Mper^  then  the  banks  control  the  power  of 
OongresB  over  the  conency,  and  involve  it  in 
tiie  violation  of  a  ccnstitntional  duty.  You 
auinot,  then,  aliandon  the  hanks  to  themselves 
without  heaag  recreant  to  that  dat7.  Ton  must 
watch  over  them,  and  regulate  their  issues  of 
p^r,  or  else  th^  ddiaat  <Hie  of  the  great  pnr- 
poaes  toe  whioh  uiis  Oovemment  waa  created. 
As  mattars  stand  at  jwesent,  yon  are  bound  to 
eauae  them  to  return  to  specie  payments,  and 
afterwards  by  your  parental  care  to  guard 
againBt  anothM-  sun>enaon.  This  duty  I  have 
expressed  in  the  pnrase  "  to  provide  a  sound 
currency,'*  that  is.  a  currency  fl'ee  from  the  dan- 
ger of  cUgeneradng  into  inconvertible  paper. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  proportion  of  tlie 
precious  metals  whioh  may  be  neoessuy  to 
ensure  that  rwult,  scane  difference  of  opinion 
may  and  doea  exist.  I  have  already  expMned 
the  diffarent  viewa  entertained  on  that  subject; 
bat  all  are  agreed  that  for  that  purpose  there 
■boold  be  a  larger  inftadon  of  coin  into  the  oir- 
ouIatioD  than  existed  at  the  time  of  the  snspen- 
rton  of  specie  payments. 

Then,  sir,  I  ask  if  you  must  watch  over  the 
State  banks  and  regulate  their  issues  of  paper, 
why  not  use  them  as  fiscal  agents  9  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  (Ifr.  Rrvas)  proposes  to  do 
tKK  I  shall  vote,  Mr.  President,  for  his  amend- 
ment, though  I  am  frea  to  say  I  do  not  tiiink 
H  the  beat  that  eoold  be  offend. 


From  what  has  been  s^d,  it  is  apparent  that 
it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to  reg- 
ulate the  issues  of  bank  notes,  which  can  only 
be  done  in  one  of  two  ways,  either  by  means 
oS  a  bank  of  the  United  StatesL  or  by  means  of 
a  stamp  duty  on  Ibe  notes.  As  to  a  bank  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  out  of  the  question  at 
this  time ;  and  I  am  free  to  say,  nr,  that  I  con- 
aider  it  altc^ther  inenedient,  in  a  political 
point  of  view.  For  I  hold  it  to  be  extremdiy 
unwise  in  a  Government  constituted  like  onra 
to  attempt  to  force  public  opinion.  No  system 
can  i>e  successfully  administered  which  Is  re- 
pognant  to  the  public  will ;  and  it  is  suflBcient 
for  me,  in  this  instance,  Uiat  there  is  strong 
reason  to  bdieve  that  the  mtdority  of  the  peo- 
ple are  opposed  to  a  national  bank.  I  have  no 
constitutional  scruples  on  the'  subject ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  believe  that  it  ia  necessary  and 
pr<H>er  as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government 
and  the  most  gentle  and  effectual  means  of 
furnishing  a  sound  and  uniform  currency  to  the 
country,  composed,  as  I  have  before  stated,  of 
coin  and  convertible  paper.  But,  edr,  I  wiD  not 
consent  to  vote  for  such  an  institution,  until  I 
am  satisfied  that  it  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
wishes  and  feelings  iit  the  minority  of  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  no  other  mode  of  suppressing 
the  small  notes,  in  the  absence  of  a  bank  of 
the  United  States — ^I  mean,  of  course,  by  the 
action,  direct  or  indirect,  of  this  Government 
— than  a  resort  to  the  taxing  power  by  impos- 
ing a  stamp  doty  on  them.  To  this  there  can- 
not, I  presume,  be  any  constitntlonal  objection, 
as  it  ia  an  express  power,  justified  in  its  use  by 
the  great  object  of  promoting  tiie  general  wel- 
fare, bat  in  this  instance  used  to  sustain  and 
ooforce  another  express  power  and  high  consti- 
tutional duty,  of  supplying  the  country  with  a 
sound  currency  of  coin  or  its  equivalent. 

Mr.  Batakd  ootttinued  his  amment  at  much 
length,  reviewing  the  plan  oi  the  Goveniment, 
and  condemning  the  sub-Treasury  tjgtaa  of 
keeping  the  public  moneys  as  unsafe  in  itoelf^ 
and  leading  to  ftaud  and  peculation. 

Mr.  WsioBT  rose  and  aald  he  would  exam- 
ine, for  a  moment,  the  measures  which  the 
committee  had  reported  to  the  Senate,  that^  In 
that  way,  it  might  be  seen  what  was  their  tend- 
ency and  effect,  and  bow  far  the  committee  bad 
l)een  derelict  in  their  attention  to  the  wants  of 
the  citizens  generally,  or  in  proposing  such 
measures  of  relief  as  the  Government  could 
adopt  He  cert^nly  did  not  intend  to  discuss 
now  measures  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
and  gone  to  the  Bouse  many  days  dnoe,  but  he 
trusted  a  reference  to  these  measures,  for  the 
purpose  he  bad  avowed,  would  be  not  only 
pardonable,  but  proper. 

The  first  was  the  bill  to  postpone  the  trans- 
fer of  the  fourth  instalment  of  tiie  deposit  with 
the  States.  The  committee  found  that  the 
existing  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
to  make  this  transfer  to  tbe  States,  of  about 
nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars,  on  the 
first  di^'  of  tiie  present  month ;  on  yesterday. 
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They  fonDd  that  the  means  in  the  Treasmy, 
from  which  alone  it  coald  he  made,  were  in  the 
late  deposit  banke,  and  in  the  deferred  and  un- 
paid merchants'  bonds  for  daties.  If  the  trans- 
fer mast  be  made,  the  banks  and  the  merchants 
most  be  called  upon  fbr  Immediate  paymenta, 
to  enable  the  Treasnry  to  make  it  Coose- 
qnently,  the  cnstomers  of  the  bank,  and  of  the 
mM^auts,  must  be  called  npon  to  pay  them, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  pay  the  Govem- 
ment.  The  committee  sopposed  it  impolitic  to 
make  the  call,  and  oppress  tbe  debtor  citizens, 
merely  that  the  Treasury  might  obtain  the 
money  to  transfer  for  safe-keeping.  They  con- 
ddered  it  wiser  and  better  to  postpone  the 
transfer  and  give  time  to  the  hanks  and  mer- 
diants  to  pay.  Therefore,  they  presented  the 
bill  in  question ;  and  was  it  not  a  relief  hill  f 
Did  any  one  look  on  it  as  a  relief  to  the  banks 
and  merchants  only?  Did  any  one  suppose 
that  the  banks  actually  had  in  their  possession, 
looked  up  in  their  vaolts,  the  money  they  owe 
to  the  Government,  or  Qiat  the  merchants  were 
in  fhnds  to  pay  their  deferred  bonds,  without  a 
call  upon  their  cnstomers  ?  On  the  contrary, 
USA  not  all  know  that  tbe  banks  had  loaned 
these  moneys  in  the  ordinary  course  of  their 
iHmking  operations,  and  that  they  conld  not  pay 
withont  collecting  these  loans  at  this  difficult 
period  for  borrowers  to  pay  (  Did  not  all  know 
that  the  inability  of  the  imporUng  merchants 
to  pay,  proceeded  from  the  inability  of  their 
cnstomers  to  pay,  and  that,  if  pressed  for  pay- 
ment by  the  Government,  they  must  press 
those  customers  ?  And  who  are  the  cnstomers 
of  the  banks  and  the  merchants!  Are  they 
not  the  people,  and  the  whole  people  t  WoaM 
any  one  say,  then,  that  this  was  not  a  relief 
bill  ?  That  this  was  a  bill  for  the  GoT«fnment, 
and  hot  for  the  people  ? 

The  second  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  to  authorize  the  emission  of  ten  millions 
of  dollars  in  value  of  Treasuir  notes ;  in  this 
form  to  borrow,  npon  the  cremt  of  the  United 
States,  the  sum  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  in 
money — and  for  what  ?  To  enable  the  Treasury 
to  get  on,  and  grant  time  to  the  debtor  banks 
and  merchants.  The  committee  found  the 
Treasnry  in  want  of  means  to  answer  the  ordi- 
nary calls  npon  it,  and  that  those  means  mast 
be  retdized,  either  from  a  prompt  collection  of 
the  demands  dne  to  it,  or  from  moneys  rtfaed 

rn  public  credit  For  tlie  reasons  whiohindno* 
them  to  recommend  a  postponement  of  the 
ftirther  deposits  with  the  States,  they  were  also 
induced  to  present  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  and 
thns,  BO  far  as  the  current  calls  upon  the  Treas- 
nry shonld  require  it,  to  interpose  the  public 
credit  between  the  wants  of  the  Government 
and  the  rigid  coUedion  of  its  does.  Was  ^hi& 
bill  to  be  considered  in  the  mere  light  of  a  care 
for  the  Government,  without  regard  for  the  in- 
terests of  the  citizens  ?  "Who  were  to  be  aflfect- 
ed  by  a  prompt  and  rigid  collection  of  the 
public  dues?  Not  the  Government,  or  the 
Treasury,  bat  the  public  debtors.   Who  were 
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the  public  debtors  f  The  banks  and  the  mer- 
chants immediately:  the  borrowers  from  the 
banks  and  the  customers  of  the  merchants  snb- 
stantially.  And  who  were  the  borrowers  from 
the  banks  and  the  cnstomers  of  the  menitalt 
but  the  pe<^e  of  the  country. 

The  wird  bill  reported  by  the  committee  im 
to  grant  time  to  the  importing  merchants  upon 
their  bonds  due,  and  to  become  due,  for  a  yesr 
from  the  present  time.  The  eztenaon,  assented 
to  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  by  the  Sen* 
ate,  was  nine  months  npon  each  bond.  Woold 
any  one  question  that  that  was  a  relief  measure 
to  the  merchants  ?  Did  any  one  suppose  that 
the  relief  afforded  by  that  bill  was  dengned  to 
reach  no  further  than  the  merchants  who  owed 
the  bonds  ?  No,  sir.  It  was  the  CDstomers  of 
those  merchants,  the  persons  who  hod  purchas- 
ed for  consumption  and  use  the  goods  upon 
which  the  dnties  were  payable,  thai  the  \^ 
was  to  relieve.  Few,  oompu^vely,  ef  those 
who  oocnpy  these  seats  wmdd  have  voted  for 
that  measure,  had  its  influenee  and  action  been 
ctoifined  to  the  merchants  qj^.  But  they 
could  not '  indulge  their  debtors  nnkas  ibtj 
could  be  indulged  by  the  Government,  becattu 
they  must  collect  if  they  most  pay.  To  enable 
them  to  grant  the  indulgence  which  the  state 
of  the  times  and  the  condition  of  the  monetvy 
affairs  of  the  country  demanded,  was  the  de- 
sign and  object,  and  would  be  the  effect,  of  the 
biU.  Who,  then,  would  deny  to  it  its 
character  f 

The  fourth  bill  which  the  committee  preseat- 
ed  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Senate,  was  one  to 
extend  a  proportionate  indnlgenoe  to  tbe  late 
deposit  banks  for  the  payment  of  the  bslaaeei 
remdning  due  from  them  to  the  uabHc  T^ean* 
ry.  It  was  lane  that  these  insutntioDS  stood 
upon  a  diffwent  footing  from  the  mmhsnta. 
They  had  merely  received  the  pnUio  moDeri 
for  safe-keeping.  The  moneys  were  legally  sad 
technically  m  uie  Treasury,  but  were  they  thtfe 
in  fact  ?  Oould  the  Treasurer  command  tbun 
for  the  OSes  of  the  Government  or  the  pet^t 
No.  They  were  nnavaUable  funds  in  the  Treas- 
ury. And  why  were  they  unavulable  fands! 
Because  the  banks  bad  got  them  locked  in  tb^ 
vaults,  and  were  not  wQUng  to  pay  them  upoo 
demand  ?  No,  sir :  bat  because  the  banks  had 
them  not;  because  they  were  loaned  to  the 
cnstomers  of  the  bonks,  the  dliiras  of  tbs 
country,  who  oould  not  pay  m  demand.  Tbo 
relation  of  debtor  and  creditor,  in  its  ordinary 
acceptation,  was  not  intended  to  be  created  1^ 
,the  law  establishing  the  late  bank  deposit  sys- 
tem. It  was  a  mere  a^ncy  for  the  safe-kee^ 
ing  of  the  money,  which  the  law  recognizad, 
but  that  agency  had  been  turned  into  the  rela- 
tion of  debtor  and  creditor  by  the  failure  of  the 
banks  to  fulfil  on  their  part — into  the  most  un- 
pleasant Velation  of  debtor  and  creditor;  a 
creditor  who  wants  and  debtors  who  cannot 
pay.  Indulgence,  therefore,  became  a  matter 
of  interest  to  the  creditor,  as  adding  to  the 
chances  of  eventual  payment ;  and  of  &var  to 
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the  debton^  as  ^ving  them  time  to  oolleot  the 
means  for  payment.  To  whom,  then,  was  the 
&TOi!^  the  reUei^  extended  t  To  the  banks  or 
to  their  onstomers!  Host  OBSoredl^  to  the  lat- 
ter. The  banks  ooold  pay  if  they  ooold  collect; 
and,  if  compelled  to  p^,  they  would  be  oom- 
p^ed  to  oollect  Their  power  to  indulge  de- 
pended upon  the  indulgence  extended  to  them ; 
and  could  it  be  said  that  a  measure  glying  to 
them  four,  lAx,  and  nine  months,  to  pay  Uieir 
balances  to  the  Treasury,  was  a  measure  solely 
confined  to  the  protection  of  the  Govermnent, 
without  regard  to  the  relief  of  the  people  f 

These  were  the  first  four  bUls  presented  by 
the  committee  to  the  Senate,  aud  yet  they  were 
told  that  they  had  forgotten  the  sufiering  in- 
terests of  our  great  community  in  their  exclu- 
nre  eaxe  for  the  Qoremment  and  its  offioera. 
Was  the  dui^  just  or  merited  t  These  bills 
had  ail  received  the  final  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  all,  save  one,  had  passed  this  body  by  near- 
ly unanimous  votes,  wliile  that  one  had  passed 
by  a  large  m^ority.  It  was  true  that  the  con- 
nection between  them  was  intimate,  and  that, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  each  subsequent  one 
was  pr^cated  npon  the  success  of  its  prede- 
oewoT,  while  all  were  most  iutiroately  connect- 
ed with  the  Qondition  and  action  of  the  public 
Treasury. 

Indeed,  it  was  but  candid  to  say  that  the 
oommitteie  knew  of  no  direct  relief  which  Con- 
greas  coold  properly  afford  to  the  distresses  of 
the  people  m  the  country,  bnt  iuoh  as  shoiild 
now  ont  of  the  existing  oonnecti(Ha  between 
Vm  means  of  the  Treasnir  and  the  banking  and 
mercantile  interests.  These  bilb  covered  all 
that  ground,  and  no  difference  of  opinion  could 
poauoly  exist  as  to  them,  unless  it  shoold  arise 
npoD  (he  principle  of  indulgence,  or  the  time 
of  indulgence.  No  suoh  difference  had  been 
manifested  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
respective  measures,  and  therefore  it  was  right 
to  assume  that  none  existed.  Some  had  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  bor- 
row the  nine  and  one-third  millions,  covered 
by  the  first  bill,  that  it  might  bo  transferred  to 
the  States  for  safe-keeping;  and  propositions 
having  that  tendency  had  been  presented  to, 
and  acted  npon  by,  the  Senate,  but  they  did 
not  meet  witli  fa.yor.  The  body  did  not  seem 
to  suppose  that  such  a  dispo!^(Hi  of  the  pubUo 
cr«dit  would  be  a  measure  of  rdief  eithtf  to 
the  Oovemmemt  or  the  people,  and  it  was  re- 
jected. 

.Take,  then,  the  four  measures  referred  to, 
sum  them  up  in  their  combined  action,  and  to 
what  do  they  amount  as  relief  to  the  communi- 
ty f  The  first  is  equal  to  a  forbearance  to  col- 
lect nine  and  one-third  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  customers  of  the  banks  and  the  merchants, 
to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  safe-keeping. 
The  three  last  authorise  a  loan,  upon  the  pnbUc 
credit  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  of  doUais. 
to  pay  the  eq)enses  of  the  Government  and 
sneet  the  pablio  appropriations,  and  a  forbear* 
nee  itf  we  ocdlMitiai  of  that  flnni  tnm  the 
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public  debtors,  tiiat  they  too  may  be  able  to 
forbear  colleotions,  at  this  trying  period,  from 
those  who  are  indebted  to  them.  Here,  ^en. 
is  direct  and  po^tive  r^ef  to  the  amount  of 
nineteen  and  one-third  millions  of  ddlariL 
Might  he  not,  then,  ask,  with  some  force  and 
some  justice,  whether  the  committee  were  ob- 
noxious  to  the  charge  of  havlog  forgotten  the 
iotereetfl  of  the  people  in  their  care  for  the 
Government?  He  would  here  dismia  Uiis 
topic. 

The  next  and  only  remaining  chaise  against 
the  committee  which  he  proposed  to  notice 
was,  that  in  their  action  they  had  entirely  over- 
looked, or  wholly  n^Iected  to  act  upon,  one 
of  the  most,  nay,  tie  very  most,  important  of 
the  subjects  presented  for  their  action  in  the 
Message  of  the  Pretident  referred  to  them; 
that  they  had  reported  no  bill  deoltuing  the 
description  of  currency  which  should  be  re- 
ceivalue  in  payment  <n  the  public  dnes.  He 
did  not  refer  to  this  oompliunt  agidnst  the  ao- 
tion  of  the  committee  for  purpose  of  reprcr 
senting  it  as  unjust  or  ungenerous;  not  even 
for  the  purpose  of  reftiting  it  It  had  come 
from  opposite  sides  of  the  House,  and  it  might 
be  well  founded.  The  fact  was  certainly  as 
alleged ;  and  his  only  purpose  was  to  give  the 
reasons  which  governed  himself  and  which,  he 
was  certain,  governed  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  condnuon  to  report  no^ill  upon 
the  subject  of  the  currency  to  be  received  into 
Hie  public  Treasury.  Those  reasons  had  been, 
and  still  were,  satiabctory  to  himself,  as  he 
doubted  not  th^  were  to  his  colleagues  upon 
the  committee ;  bnt  the  course  <^  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  this  bill,  seemed  to  indicate,  and 
its  final  action  would  probably  show,  that  they 
were  not  satisfactory  to  the  majority  of  the 
body.  Should  this  he  so,  the  committee  would 
be  content,  when  thdr  reasons  had  been  placed 
fairly  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 

They  found  the  Message  presenting,  among 
others,  two  distinct  points,  both,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  tiie  committee,  most  deeply  inter^rtioa 
to  the  public  Treasury,  the  Government,  and 
the  <»>antTy.  The  first  was  the  continuance  of 
the  separation  1>etween  the  moneys  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  State  banks  which  the  operaticm 
of  the  existing  laws  and  the  oondnct  of  the 
banks  had  already  produced.  The  other  was 
a  gradual  and  safe  discontinuance  of  the  reoep- 
tion  of  the  bills  of  the  State  banks  in  payment 
of  the  public  dues,  and  an  eventual  return  to 
the  collection  of  gold  and  silver  and  such  piq>er 
as  should  be  issued  upon  the  faith  and  credit  of 
the  United  States  and  be,  by  the  laws  q{  Ood- 
gress,  made  receivable  for  debts  due  to  the 
United  States.  The  laws  as  they  are,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  deposit  and  safe-keeping  of  the 
public  moneys,  seemed  to  the  committee  to  re- 
quire immediate  action,  if  the  recommendation 
of  the  President  was  to  be  carried  out  and 
made  a  part  of  our  permanent  policy.  Hence 
they  reported  to  the  Senate  the  bill  now  under 
disonsaon.  Thcgr  were  not  unmindftal  that 
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Bcoae  regulation  as  to  the  desoriptions  of  carrency 
to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  pnblie  daes 
might  become  necesaary,  in  case  the  nev  sjBtem 
of  deposits  should  be  adopted  and  the  present 
condition  of  the  banks  should  bo  changed ;  but 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  banks  and  of 
the  law  npon  this  point,  they  conid  see  no  ne- 
cessity for  immediate  action,  or  for  any  present 
change  of  the  existing  laws.  Thoy  felt  that 
the  two  sabjects  were  somewhat  connected, 
but  not  so  intimately  as  to  require  or  demand 
that  both  should  be  embraced  in  the  same  bill. 
They  knew  that  great  diversity  of  sentiment 
prevtdled  as  to  botn,  and  that  different  opinions 
were  held  by  those  who  had  hitherto  been 
Mends  and  supporters  of  the  admlnisbvtiiHL  as 
veil  as  between  tbem  and  their  oommon  politi- 
cal opponents,  tinder  these  circnmstances,  and 
with  the  disdnct  expression  of  a  desire,  on  the 
part  of  a  lar^  m^oritjr  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
present  session  should  be  terminated  at  the 
earUest  possible  day,  the  committee  felt  bound 
to  {Hresent  every  sul^ect  from  their  hands  in  the 
most  rimple  and  distinct  form,  and  in  a  shape 
which  might  receive  the  definitive  action  of  the 
body  with  the  least  possible  consumption  of 
time.  With  this  view  they  reported  separate 
bills  npOQ  every  subject  npon  which  they  did 
report,  and  the  some  consideration  influenced 
tbem  to  omit  reports  opon  all  subjects  which 
they  sapy>sed  might  be  deferred  to  the  regular 
animal  BOMion,  without  iiijnry  to  any  important 
interest,  public  or  private.  By  the  law,  as  it 
stands,  the  notes  <hF  non-specie  paying  banks 
can  neither  be  leodved  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
Uc  dnesi  nor  paid  to  the  public  creditors.  He 
was  sorry  to  be  ooim>eUed  to  say  that,  for  all 
{Hitotloal  purposes  ett£er  to  the  Ctovemment  or 
the  people,  there  were,  at  this  time,  no  other 
banks  in  the  oomitrr,  and  he  was  much  more 
sorry  to  be  compelled  to  believe  that  there 
woidd  not,  in  a  practical  sense,  be  any  such 
banks  mitil  after  the  time  when  Congress  would 
be  og^  in  session.  Ko  one  had  proposed,  and 
he  was  happy  to  know  that  no  one  wonid  pro- 
pose, to  make  the  inconvertible  notes  of  non- 
Bpe<»e  paying  banks  receivable  at  the  public 
treasury,  and  surely  no  (me  oodd  have  expect- 
ed eaiAt  a  propodtion  from  the  eonunittee.  The 
Tcrennes,  then,  to  every  practical  tttent,  are 
now  recavable  in  gold  and  rilver  coily,  unless 
Congress  shall,  at  its  present  session,  create  a 
paper  upon  the  fiuth  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  make  it  receivable  for  the  public 
dues.  Hence  the  absence  of  any  immediate 
necessity  for  legislation  npon  this  polnL  The 
committee  further  believed,  what  has  already 
been  proved  to  be  true,  that  any  bill  upon  this 
subject  would  lead  to  long  and  grave  discussion, 
and  tend  to  protract  the  session.  For  these 
reasons  tb<^  bad  omitted  to  report  upon  tbis 
Bubject,  and  he  had  as  yet  seen  nothing  to 
Change  his  o[>inion  of  we  wisdom  of  their 
coarse.  He  still  beUeved  that  the  connection 
of  these  two  subjects  in  the  same  bill  was  un- 
desirable; that  it  would  retard  bcGoOj  and  he 


greatly  feared  embarrass  the  bill  which  Ok  com- 
mittee had  reported,  and  tbe  passage  of  irlucb 
they  cm^dered  to  be  (rfhigfa  public  oapotanoa. 
The  matter,  however,  was  now  with  tbe  Senate, 
and  he  should  cheermlly,submit  to  its  litcaab. 
If  called  upon  to  vote  upon  the  propoddon  be* 
fore  it,  ho  was  ready  to  vote,  whether  th^ 
should  be  indsted  upon  as  amendments  to  m 
committer's  bill,  or  as  an  independent  meamre. 

Havins  said  thus  much  by  way  of  explaiut> 
tion,  and  be  hoped,  to  some  extent,  in  jnstifia- 
tion,  of  the  conrse  and  action  of  tbe  commHtee, 
he'  would  now  pass  to  a  brief  discnsuoa  of  tlie 
bill  before  the  Senate. 

The  crisis,  he  said,  was  one  of  tbe  deepeat 
interest.  Every  man  in  these  seata^  erery  dt- 
izen  of  the  country,  Ult  it  to  be  am  StiU,  its 
peculiar  character  oonld  not  be  too  often  ad- 
verted to,  or  too  firmly  fixed  In  the  memoty  of 
all  Ihiring  a  period  of  profound  neiLce ;  after 
a  series  of  yemrs  of  unexampled  aMmdance  in 
every  prodnodon  of  the  earth,  and  eray  prod- 
uct of  labor;  witii  a  currency  more  abondant 
than  onr  young  country  had  ever  heStat  wit- 
nessed, and  standing  as  strong  in  the  pnblio 
confidenoe  as  onr  paper  currency  had  ever 
stood ;  with  ready  markets,  and  prices  Ugiter 
than  any  former  period  of  peace  had  anst^Ded; 
under  the  influence  of  all  these  elementa  and 
evidences  of  prosperity  and  wealth,  catioiul 
and  individual,  and  at  the  entnmoe  npon  aa- 
otber  of  those  rich  and  fndtftd  aewHiB  wift 
whidi  a  kind  Prcvidatoa  so  frequently  blenea 
onr  fertile  soil— a  seascm  not  Borpassed  byaaf 
which  has  preceded  it  in  the  abundance  itlw 
returned  to  the  husbandman  for  his  labors 
such  a  time,  and  under  snch  circumatanca^  tbe 
revulsion  came,  and  in  an  instant,  as  it  wm- 
in  a  single  night — the  whole  beanty  of  this  ri(^ 
scene  was  changed.  That  currency,  so  abnih 
daat  and  creditable,  became  depretnated,  ineoB- 
vertible,  and  debased.  Those  markets,  so  qmck 
and  active,  and  profitable,  became  stagnant  and 
deserted.  Those  prices,  so  alluring  to  «^ 
prise  and  industry,  were  changed  to  a  i^odtaa 
mass  of  unsalable  commodities. 

That  all  should  have  inquired  after  tbe  eaow 
of  tUs  sad  and  sadden  cnann  vas  moit  ut* 
uraL  Hiat  statesmen  dionld  nave  dMMSi^ra 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  their  delicate  aM 
responsible  duties.  ThePremdentoftbeUniteil 
States,  to  qualify  himself  for  the'perfoniia»» 
of  his  constitutional  duty  of  pving  to  Oon«« 
"  information  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commending to  their  condderatioa  such  pea^ 
ares  as  he  ^all  judge  necessary  and  expediai^ 
has  done  this.  In  his  Message,  he  has  mventt 
us  his  opinion  of  the  causes  which  have  broopit 
upon  our  oountiy^  this  sudden  and  aireqnBg 
revulsion.  It  was  not  bis  purpose 
the  correctness  of  these  opmions  rf  the  Pjaj 
dent.  No  one  had  expressed  a  doubt  tm  w 
were  honestly  entertained,  and  all  »ommi 
that  th V  had  been  dearly,  franUy, 


expressed.  They  had  been  the  aal(}ect « 
aiul  extended  critieism  in  the  oousa  oi 
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debate,  and  he  tiiought  also  the  eubiect  of 
equ&Uy  able  and  perfectly  triumphant  defence. 
Entertaining  this  opinion,  he  had  bnt  a  single 
remark  to  make  in  regard  to  them,  and  that 
was,  that  he  had  heard  criticism  and  contradic- 
tion from  some  qnarters  of  the  Honse  deliTCred 
in  a  manner  and  in  language  which  excited  his 
profoond  regret — in  a  manner  and  in  language 
which  he  would  not,  if  he  conlcL  (and  he  was 
most  thankfdl  he  oonid  not,)  imitate,  towards 
fitend  or  opponent 

He  had  listened  to  tlie  debate,  however,  with 
profound  ottentitHi;  and  while  all  had  their 
peooBar  views  of  the  causes  of  the  present  de- 
rangement in  our  monetary  afifoirs.  and  while 
the  TiewB  of  the  different  speakers  differed  ma- 
terially as  to  the  immediate  and  most  active 
caoscs,  he  thought  &ere  were  certun  general 
nositions  snbstantially  conceded  by  all ;  which, 
being  drawn  out  and  placed  in  their  proper 
order,  would  advance  us  very  far  in  the  wide 
field  of  discnssion  presented  and  occupied  by 
the  various  members.  He  had  endeavored, 
therefore,  to  place  these  portions  npon  paper, 
and  to  give  them  an  order  best  caloalatea  to 
promote  this  olgect.   They  were  as  follows: 

1.  That  wide-spread  and  highly  injurious  de- 
rangements have  been,  and  are  experienced,  in 
the  oankiog  concerns,  and  in  most  of  the  busi- 
ness transactions  of  the  country. 

2.  That  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
affiurs  of  individuals  are,  to  a  greater  or  less 
extent,  caused,  or  greatiy  increased,  by  the  ex- 
isting embarrassments  in  the  affi^  of  the 
banks. 

3.  That  an  undue  multiplication  of  banks  by 
many  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  excessive 
issues  of  paper  money  by  the  State  banks,  are 
among  the  most  prominent  of  the  causes  which 
have  brondit  about  these  embarrassments  of  the 
banks,  and  wmseqnently  of  business  generally. 

4.  That  a  material  enlargement  of  the  specie 
ba^  for  onr  paper  circnlation,  Is  indispensable 
to  the  security  of  the  banks,  and  tiie  Btablli^ 
of  the  paper  onrrenoy. 

B.  That  all  banks  of  Issue  and  drculation  are 
liable  to  excesses,  and  that  the  State  banks, 
from  their  distant  locations,  rival  interests,  and 
the  variety  and  diversity  of  their  business  and 
associations,  are  peculiarly  so  liable,  which  ren- 
ders it  desirable  and  important  that  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government  should  never  be  so 
directed  as  to  promote  these  exoesseft  while,  so 
far  as  that  can  be  safely  and  constitutionally 
doa&  it  should  be  so  directed  as  to  have  an 
equal  tendency,  in  all  parts  our  extended 
oonfederaoy,  to  eheek  tiiem. 

5.  That  the  powers  of  Congress,  to  prevent 
the  evil  of  exce»ve  banking  by  the  State  insti- 
tutions, are,  in  no  sense,  direct  and  positive, 
bat  are,  In  whatever  form  they  may  be  exer- 
cised, inddental  and  conseqoenti^  growing 
out  of  the  expressly  granted  powers. 

So  far  he  thought  all  conld  agree  and  walk 
together  in  this  trying  crisis.  He  was  not 
aware  that  any  one  would  coptrovert  dtbw  of 


[Sduxs. 

these  positions,  while  he  was  sure  that  most  of 
those  who  hod  addressed  the  Senate,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  upon  whatever  side  of  the 
House,  had  substantially  assumed  tiiem. 

The  difference  seemed  to  arise  as  we  passed 
the  last  proposition,  and  came  to  inquire  how 
this  incidental  power  bf  Congress  should  be 
exercised.  The  late  catastrophe  to  the  banks 
and  bumnesa  of  the  country,  had  satisfied  all 
that  something  was  wrong  in  the  worldng  of 
our  monetary  system,  bnt  the  seat  of  the  dis- 
use, and  the  approjniate  remedy,  were  ques- 
tions npon  which  (pinions  differed. 

The  President  was  bound,  in  recommending 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress  suc^  measures 
as  he  ^nd^  necessary  and  expedient,  to  point 
out  his  view  of  the  evil,  so  ior  as  he  should 
consider  it  connected  with  and  remediable  by 
federal  legislation,  and  to  present  his  plan  of 
remedy.  He  has  done  so  frankly  "and  ftUly, 
and  as  the  mt^orify  of  the  Committee  on  fi- 
nance have  agreed  with  him,  and  have  reported 
the  bill  under  connderation  to  carry  out  his 
recommendation  npon  this  point,  it  would'  be 
his  duty,  Hr.  W.  sMd,  to  examine  that  bill  in 
its  favorable  and  unfavorable  inflaences  upon 
the  Treasury,  upon  the  Qovemment,  upon  the 
banks,  and  upon  the  currency  generally.  The 
safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  became  sep- 
arated from  the  State  banks,  in  Kay  last,  by 
the  voluntary  suspension  of  specie  paymrats  by 
the  banks,  and  the  operation  of  the  exiatinff 
laws  upon  that  act,  and  the  bill  proposes  to 
continne  the  separation. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  in- 
fluences, favorable  or  unfavorable,  the  bill  to 
m^e  this  separation  between  all  banks  and  the 
public  money  permanent,  wonld  exert  upon  the 
public  Treasury.  It  would  ^va  to  the  Treas- 
ury direct  possesion,  and  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  its  means  at  all  times,  and  under  all  oiroum- 
stances.  They  would  oonidst  not  of  bank  cred- 
its, but  of  money,  and  would,  therefore,  not  bo 
sabjeot  to  any  of  the  fluctuations  to  which  bank 
credits  must  be  always  liable.  The  means  of 
the  Treasury  would  be  the  value  recdved,  and 
not  the  mere  representation  of  that  value  In 
account 

It  would  give  to  the  Treaaniy'  the  perfect 
command  of  its  means.  It  would  no  lon^  b^ 
tronbled  with  nnavfulable  ftmds,  a  desonption 
of  fhnds  well  known  to  it  for  the  last  twenly 
years ;  whidh  have  always  grown  exclusively 
ont  of  its  connection  wiui  banks;  which  now 
constitute  almost  its  onlv  resource  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  publio  oremtors;  and  the  conse- 
quence ci  whMi  character  given  to  the  means 
of  the  Treasury,  so  fbr  as  he  was  informed,  had, 
more  than  any  other  single  cause,  compelled  the 
convention  of  Congress  at  this  inconvenient, 
and  be  thought  he  might  safely  say  dangerous, 
season  of  the  year.  It  might  be  well  here  to 
deflne  this  term  *'  unavailable  funds,"  as  applied 
to  the  means  in  the  public  Treasury.  He  un- 
derstood them  to  consist,  now  and  upon  all 
former  oooa^rau^  either  oi  bonk  notes,  which 
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tbe  banka  issoin^  tiiem  oonld  aot  redeem  in 
n>eeie,  or  any  thing  else  which  woold  pay  the 
debts  of  the  OoTeminent ;  or  of  moneys  re- 
ceived by  the  banka  for  safe  keeping,  and  which 
they  ootdd  not  pay,  upon  demand,  in  the  legal 
oorrenoy  of  the  country,  or  in  any  oarrencr, 
which  the  creditors  of  the  Government  would 
consent  to  receive  aa  money.  An  entire  sep- 
aration from  banks  would  of  course  relieve  the 
public  Treasury  from  this  embarrassment  for  the 
future.  It  would,  at  all  times,  enable  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  the  demands  upon  it,  when  the 
money  of  the  people  had  been  collected  and 
placed  in  its  keeping  for  that  pnrpoBe ;  whereas, 
under  the  connection,  these  moneys  were  Jiable 
to  become  unavailable  in  the  hands  of  the 
banks,  and  the  people  again  to  be  called  upon 
to  roue,  ather  from  tiielr  pockets,  or  upon  their 
we^  the  means  to  pay  those  very  debts  for 
tbe  payment  of  which  they  had  once  provided 
by  depoutiog  the  money  in  bank. 

A  continuance  of  the  separation  would  ihrther 
relieve  the  Treasury  from  the  necessity  of  using 
its  teeans  to  susti^  the  credit  of  banks,  when 
revulsions  in  trade,  and  general  shocks  to  credit, 
should  bring  the  banks  m  jeopardy.  These  re- 
vulsions must  be  always  more  or  less  frequent 
in  every  commercial  country,  and  roost  fre- 
qnent  and  most  severe  in  those  which  most 
extensively  adopt  a  system  of  paper  or  credit 
eircalatioa  and  oorrenoy.  If^  then,  the  means 
^  Hie  Kational  Treasnry  are  oonflded  to  the 
safe  keeping  of  the  banks  which  fhmish  that 
paper  or  cre^t  drenlation  and  currency,  they 
most  be  alwaja  salgect  to  the  fluctuations,  re- 
TuMons,  and  inradents,  to  which  the  credit  of 
the  banks  are  subjecL  They  become  mere 
credits  with  tbe  banks,  and  cannot  be  exempted 
from  the  influences  which  affect  its  other  cred- 
its. Oan  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Government, 
then,  neglect  to  put  forth  their  exertions,  and 
the  means  at  their  command,  to  sustain  tbe 
credit  of  those  banks,  when  ocoaraon  shall  call ; 
whose  credits  constitute  the  means  of  the  pub- 
Bo  Treasury  itself  I  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
UieA,  that  lend  and  abvUing  oomplaints  bad 
been  made  in  this  haQ  against  a  lato  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  mere  snspiclon  that 
he  had  used  the  means  of  the  Treasury  to  sns- 
t^n  the  credit  of  tbe  depout  banks ;  bnt  wonid 
any  gentleman  deny  that,  under  this  concise 
and  practical  view  of  the  consequences  of  a  con- 
nection betwem  the  Treasnry  of  the  people  and 
the  banks,  it  must  frequently  become  tbe  im- 
perious duty  of  that  officer,  a  duty  as  binding 
as  that  of  keeping  the  Treasury  in  a  sitnation 
to  answer  the  calls  upon  it,  to  exert  this  power, 
and  so  to  locate  the  means  of  the  Treasnry,  as 
to  render  it  as  effective  as  possible  ?  The  conse- 
quence was  unavoidable,  and  still  the  exercise 
o£  Booh  a  power  would  olwi^  be  odiooa  in  a 

Elitleal  sense,  and  must  alwi^  be  more  or 
s  invidions  in  a  financial  sense.  It  oonld 
Bever  be  mrarted  eqnaDy  towards  all  the  banks, 
bat  mnat  be  oaed  espedally  in  £aTor  of  those 
which  should  be,  for  the  time  being,  the  depos- 


itories  of  the  pabUo  fhnds.  Its  influence,  thai, 
might  often  be  unfavorable,  and  even  injnrioos 
towards  institutions  which  had  promoted  as 
much  as  any  other,  the  collection  and  prompt 
payment  of  the  public  revenues,  but  wbidh 
should  not,  on  the  day  of  trouble,  be  safe  keep- 
ers of  any  portion  of  those  revenues.  Is  it  not 
desirable,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  ^ 
interests  to  be  rwjarded,  to  relieve  the  Treasnry, 
and  the  head  of  the  fiscal  department  of  this 
Government,  from  this  always  so  delicate,  and 
frequently  so  odious,  an  exercise  of  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  public  fiinds,  upon  tbe 
credit  of  the  banks  and  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try? He  mnat  say  that  a  pr^>«r  national  pride^ 
and  a  just  feeling  of  patnotism,  seemed  to  him 
to  demand  it,  at  any  expense  short  of  the  posi- 
tive sacrifice  of  some  paramount  puUic  in- 
terest. 

A  further  benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  sys- 
tem which  shall  make  the  Treasury  the  keeper 
of  its  own  means,  and  especiaUy  if  those  means 
shall  be  collected  and  disbursed  in  tiie  legal 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  or  of  paper  issued 
upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  tbe  Govermnent 
only,  wiU  be  a  perfect  uniformity  of  valne  in 
the  collections  and  disbursements  of  tbe  Tnas- 
my,  whoever  made.  Its  open^ns  will  to- 
come  stable  and  obtain  in  every  senss,  and  alt 
the  contracts  iritfa  the  Government  be 
made  without  the  cnstcmory  dedncticais  on  lo- 
oonnt  of  the  anticipated  receipt  of  a  dep^mted 
medium  of  payment.  Every  citizen  can  'male 
his  proposals  for  the  pubUo  works  or  public  sup- 
plies, wherever  may  be  tiie  place  o5f  his  rea- 
dence,  or  the  place  of  payment  under  tiie  con- 
tract, based  upon  the  par  of  money,  and  wiD 
not  h6  driven  to  an  uncertain  calculation  upon 
the  fiuctuations  of  ex(^uuigc  and  the  uncertain- 
ties of  credit. 

These  are  some  of  the  benefits  to  be  antici- 
pated to  the  pnblic  Treasury  from  a  permanent 
separation  from  the  banks.  "What  are  the  in- 
juries, the  unfovorable  influences,  if  wy,  to 
stand  agdnst  these  benefits?  He  had  faeaid 
bat  one  snggested,  so  fhr  as  the  interests  ind 
oonTeniences  of  the  Treasun  are  concerned,  snd 
he  must  say  bnt  that  <»ie  had  occurred  to  lus 
mind.  The  expense  and  trouble  of  remitting 
specie,  in  cases  where  that  should  become  ne- 
cessary, was,  he  believed,  the  only  drawback 
upon  the  Treasnry  for  all  these  b^efitc^  and  a 
short  examination  would  show  the  wo^of 
this  objection. 

Under  the  system  of  bonk  depodts,  drafts 
from  the  Treasurer,  upon  the  different  deposi- 
tories, and  from  one  depository  upon  anwier, 
are  made  the  medium  of^  remittance  in  all  ordi- 
nary cases,  and,  whete  the  drafts  are  ftally  cred- 
ited, snpenede  the  necessity  of  an  actual  trans- 
portation <rf  the  money  in  almost  all  the  op^ 
tioos  of  the  pubUo  Treasnry.  Kothins  in  the 
system  profiwed,  prevents  the  use  of  the  same 
me^nm  for  remittance  and  exchange,  Tbe 
drafts  of  the  Treasorer  of  the  United  States 
i^on  a  reodving  oflloer  of  the  Government 
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will  certainly  have  u  good  credit  as  his  drafts 
apon  a  depomt  bank,  and  when  tiiej  are  known 
to  be  drawn  upon  the  speoie  in  aafb-keeping, 
and  apon  nothing  else,  they  cannot  fail  to  be 
as  acceptable  to  the  pnblio  creditor  as  anj 
Uar  dnuta  have  huretofbre  been.  The  trontde 
and  expense,  therefore,  of  transporting  speoie 
fonda  from  one  portion  of  the  country  to  the 
othor,  for  disbursement  to  the  public  creditors, 
will  not  probably  be  more  extcoiuve  under  this 
bill  than  under  the  bank  system  which  it  pro- 
poses to  supersede. 

He  would  now  look  at  tiie  influences  of  this 
measure  upon  the  Government 

It  would  discharge  its  legislation  from  bank 
influenoea  of  all  sorts.  He  spoke  not  of  im- 
pn^>er  or  c<MTupt  inflnencea^  bnt  <^  those  con- 
stitnrat  interests,  which  most  be  represented 
in  Oongress  so  long  as  the  connection  between 
Hm  pnUio  T^easnrr  and  banks  of  any  desorip* 
tiim  was  maintMned.  He  addressed  ttiose  who 
must  understand  him,  and  who  must  have  seen 
and  felt  these  infiuences  in  our  official  action 
here.  Who,  he  would  ask,  had  occupied  one 
of  these  seats  for  the  last  five  years,  and  bad 
not  eeea  the  power  of  this  influence  upon  our 
deliberations)  Who  had  fiuled  to  see  that  it 
was  an  influence  more  nearly  overpowering  and 
beyond  our  control  than  any  we  had  been  called 
to  encounter  ?  Who  did  not  see  and  feel  it  now 
as  preeaing  upon  us  with  a  giant  force  I  It  was 
true,  we  had  formerly  aod  most  usually  en- 
countered it  in  the  consolidated  form  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  and  that  it  now  presented  itself  to 
vs  in  State  detachments ;  but  it  was  the  same 
iidneooe  nmiUriy  exerted.  It  was  the  effort 
of  cnpidity  on  our  free  institutions — an  effort 
to  make  money  out  of  the  money  and  means 
and  credit  of  the  people. 

He  uttered  these  sentiments  with  extreme 
reluctance,  and  with  the  most  extended  char- 
ity towards  all  those  who  differed  from  him. 
He  knew  well  that  not  only  political  opponents, 
but  tboee  who  had  ever  been  political  and  per- 
sooal  friends— those  towards  whom  he  bad  ever 
entertained,  and  still  did  entertain,  the  kindest 
feelings,  did  differ  witli  htm  npon  these  points. 
He  most  cheerfully  yielded  to  their  int^lty, 
sincerity,  and  patriotism,  every  indulgwoe 
which  he  asked  for  himself;  but  the  crisis,  the 
importance  of  the  questions  j>reeented,  and  onr 
imperious  duty  to  our  constituents,  demanded 
from  us  frank  and  fearless  action. 

Was  it  not,  then,  in  case  he  was  right,  most 
desirable  to  free  the  legislation  of  Oongress 
from  bank  influence  altogether  ?  Would  it  not 
tend  more  than  any  other  single  act  we  could 
perform,  to  take  from  our  debtees  and  delibera- 
tioBs  that  bitterness  and  acrimony  which  had 
too  singly  characterized  them  for  the  last  few 
years,  bnt  which,  he  was  proud  to  say,  had 
entered,  in  a  much  less  degree,  into  the  present 
debate  in  the  Senate,  than  into  any  simUar  de- 
bate for  many  years  t  For  himself  he  felt  that 
this  conrideratitHi  akme  donuided  the  passsge 
of  this  bill;  thatitvas  mtir^  paramount  to 


[Scum 

any  objections  he  had  yet  heard  urged  against 
it ;  that  it  was  as  much  superior  to  considera- 
tions of  flnancial  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit,  as  were  the  purity  and  permanency  <^ 
our  political  institutions  to  the  temporair  ad- 
vantages a  baig^  or  the  faoilities  of  bor- 
rowing money. 

This  was  not  the  only  advantage  the  Govern- 
ment would  derive  from  a  permanent  separa- 
tion  of  its  finances  from  the  banks.  It  would 
discharge  it  from  that  eternal  round  of  imputa- 
tions to  which,  under  the  connection,  its  every 
fiscal  action  is  subjected.  If  it  be  a  time  of 
prosperity  and  plenty,  all  are  stniggJiDg  for  the 
profits  arisiiu  f^m  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
Government  funds ;  and  the  fiulure  on  the  part 

its  fiscal  officers  to  select  a  given  bank  as  a 
pnbUo  d^iM^tory,  is  not  only  matter  of  pa^ 
Bonal  oflbnoe^  bat  is  immediately  converted  mto 
the  active  oanse  of  all  the  peconiary  calamities 
which  the  friends  and  onstomers  ^  tiiat  bank 
may  experience  through  all  time  to  oome.  If 
it  be  a  time  of  scarcity  and  pressure,  like  the 
present,  the  drafts  of  the  Treasurer  upon  the 
mcmey  of  the  people  in  safe-keeping  with  the 
banks  is  a  ruthless  attack,  a  war  npon  them, 
and  is  intraded  to  prostrate  the  institutionB. 
The  former  keeping  of  the  funds  becomes  a 
merit  and  a  virtue,  and  to  ask  for  tlieir  pay- 
ment to  the  public  creditors  is  ingratitude  and 
ii^ustice. 

If  the  Executive,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  sees  proper  to  issue  an  order  requir- 
ing payment  in  money  for  the  whole,  or  any 
portion  of  the  poUio  revenne,  this  is  owiTwted 
mto  an  attack  npm  the  banka,  a  ^strast  of 
their  credit  and  solvency,  and  a  wrong  inflicted 
by  the  Government  upon  the  whow  pec^le. 
Can  it  be  desirable  to  preserve  a  connection 
which  is  the  subject  of  incessant  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  banks  and  their  friends,  and  of 
constant  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of  the 
public  Treasury,  and  of  imputation  upon  the 
most  faithful  and  worthy  public  officers  I  He 
thought  not.  He  considered  thit  connection 
of  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government  with  tiie 
oredit  and  bunneas  of  the  banks,  and  of  busi- 
ness and  commercial  men,  and  the  constant 
imputations  brought  upon  the  Goveniment , 
thereby,  as  promoting  a  political  morality  in  the 
public  mind  most  danserons  to  onr  institutions; 
as  doing  more  to  weaken  the  oonfldence  of  the 
people  in  tiie  Goverumoit  of  tJbdr  choice,  than 
any  and  all  other  cansea  of  distrust  combined. 
If  we  would  listen  to  the  dander  and  misrepre- 
sentati(His  of  the  times,  we  must  believe  that 
aU  our  misfortunes,  public  and  private,  are  im- 
putable to  our  Government — au  our  prosperity 
to  a  re»atance  to  its  measures  and  its  policy. 
And  whence  do  these  imputations  come,  but 
from  oor  connection  with  the  banks?  They 
all  emanate  from  that  souroe,  and  from  no 
other.  That  connection  is  now  dissolved,  by 
the  operation  of  law  and  the  voluntary  action 
of  the  banka  themselves ;  and  he  would  say,  let 
it  be  perpetual— let  it  never  be  roMwed. 
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The  effect  of  this  measnre  upon  the  banks 
Bhoold  next  occnpy  his  attention. 

It  had  been  con^ered  as  a  measure  of  open 
and  violent  hostility  to  those  institaUons;  as 
fraught  with  unmixed  evil  to  thou.  Was  this 
the  true  view  of  It!  Had  it  these  extinrive 
tendencies!  He  thonght  not,  and  he  would 
l^tempt  to  pohit  oat  some  positive  boiefita  to 
the  buka  mm  its  a/iap&m. 

It  would  leave  the  Btate  banks  to  operate 
npon  tiieir  own  means — ^npon  the  capitals  which 
rae  respective  State  JUgi^aturee  had  thonght 
proper  to  give  to  them,  and  upon  the  funds  -ce- 
rived  fit)m  tbelr  private  depositors.  These 
tneans  wonld  be  perfet^tly  certain  and  nnifonn, 
so  far  as  thej  consisted  of  the  oapltal  of  the 
banks,  and  would  be  subject  to  no  dangerous 
fluctuations,  so  far  as  they  consisted  of  private 
deposits.  Hence  the  action  o(  the  institutions 
could  always  be  regulated  by  a  certain  standard 
—the  extent  of  their  means  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  thefr  customers.  This  would  dis- 
oharge  them  from  the  indnoement  to  those  dan- 
gerous expansions  and  contraotiona,  which  not 
only  promote,  hut  cause,  revulsions  such  as  that 
under  whiob  the  eonntry  now  suffers. 

The  Government  has  been  charged  with  being 
tiie  cause  of  the  present  pecuniary  embarrass- 
ments of  the  eonntry,  and  ne  thonght  not  with- 
out some  foundation ;  bnt  he  considered  tiie  con- 
nection between  the  Treasury  and  the  hanks 
the  only  foundation  for  such  a  charge.  What 
had  we  done  ?  We  had  deposited  our  funds  in 
the  State  banks.  A  period  of  nnexampled  pros- 
perity had  visited  onr  country.  Importations 
xiad  become  excessive,  and  the  duties  therenpon 
had  swelled  the  pabUo  revenue  from  that  source 
beyond  all  reasonable  anticipation.  The  banks 
received  the  excess  of  revenue  which  the  wants 
of  the  Qovermnent  and  the  public  appropria- 
tions did  not  call  for.  The  ssme  causes  pro- 
moted unusual  and  nnexampled  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  thns,  from  both  of  the  great 
sources  of  revenue  to  the  United  States,  streams 
were  poured  into  the  pnblio  Treasury,  widened 
and  deepened  by  their  own  accumuation  and 
velocity.  The  banks  were  safe-keepers  of  the 
public  funds,  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Treasnry, 
and  they  were  also  tiie  reservoirs  from  which 
the  importing  and  other  merchants  drew  their 
means,  and  from'  which  the  speonlating  pur- 
chasers of  our  immense  domain  were  supplied 
with  fimda  for  their  operattois.  So  ftr  as  the 
Government  was  oonoemed,  the  consequences 
are  obvioos.  The  moment  the  revenue  exceed- 
ed the  wants  of  tiie  Treasury,  the  excesses  fed 
ihe  pasaon  they  ought  to  have  controlled.  The 
banks  were  the  receivers  and  the  payers.  They 
received,  to  keep  for  the  Government,  and 
loaned  to  the  merchants  and  purchasers  of  our 
lands.  The  qrstem,  in  fact,  and  in  practice, 
was  one  of  indefinite  credit  for  both  duties  and 
lands.  The  money  paid  for  both  went  into  the 
banks  for  safe-keeping.  The  Treasury  did  not 
want  it  or  call  for  it  for  pajrment  of  tiie  public 
dues.  The  banks  loaned  it  to  tfa^  oostomers, 


who  were  the  payers  for  duties  and  lands. 
Under  these  circnmstancea,  and  this  aetkn  of 
the  system,  excesses  were  inevitable,  and  tiiey 
had  visited  their  consequences  sweepingly  npoa 
the  country  and  upon  the  Treasury  itselt 

Ought  not  this  state  of  thli^  to  be  a  leesou 
to  the  wise  not  to  renew  a  etmiieotSfm  whicb 
had  been  so  disastrous  to  every  interest  in- 
volved ?  To  the  Government  and  the  pohlie 
Treasury,  as  a  creditor  of  the  banks  j  to  the 
banks,  as  debtors  to  the  Treaanir  and  cnditon 
to  the  citizens ;  and  to  the  people  at  lai^  and 
especially  to  the  commercial  oommnmty,  as 
debtors  to  the  hanks. 

Bnt  it  Is  said  the  withdrawal  from  the  State 
banks  of  our  confidence,  conntenanoe^  and  pa- 
tronage, in  this  particular,  will  prostrste  and 
destr^  those  institntions ;  that  the  attempt  to 
separate  the  finances  of  this  Governmetit  from 
them,  is,  in  effect,  a  declaration  of  war  against 
them,  which  they  cannot  sarvive.  Is  ttds,  can 
thia,beso9  WUl any  aouBd and  H^vent Btito 
bank  fail,  because  the  United  States  does  not 
entrust  to  it  the  safe-kee^ng  <tf  the  moneys  of 
the  people?   Did  the  State  Legidatnrei^  In 
chartering  these  banks,  expect  or  intead  that 
their  oremt  or  solvency  shcndd  be  sustained  by 
the  Ic^slation  of  Congress,  or  the  use  <^  tibs 
funds  of  the  Federal  Ck>vemment.   If  so,  why 
have  they  limited  and  fixed  th^  reapeetire 
capitahs  and  attempted  to  set  bounds  to  tbeir 
operations?   Why  have  they  assiffDed  diffemit 
amoonts  of  capital  to  different  banks,  d^wndmt 
npon  tiieir  location  and  business  aasooiationat 
Certainly  no  other  answer  can  be  givea  to  these 
interrogatories,  than  that  they  intended  that 
each  rank  should  have  a  ea^tal  equal  to  the 
wants  of  the  hurinees  oommunity  auntwo^ 
it,  and  that  all  the  banks  of  tbeir  oreslioi 
ahonld  have  a  credit  and  oonfldenoe  with  the 
people,  and  should  transact  a  business  propor- 
tioned to  the  capitals  granted  to  them  reqwt- 
ively,  and  not  beyond  that  Umit.    Too,  tJioi, 
by  making  your  deposits  with  these  inatitn- 
tions,  destroy  the  proportions  which  the  State 
L^jfislatures  have  intended  to  establish  and  pre- 
serve. Your  deposits  are  treated  as  cental  by 
the  banks,  and  an  extension  of  th^  loaiu,  and 
an  angmentation  <tf  their  business,  neyond  that 
which  their  own  means  would  allow,  is  the  B^ 
cessBiy  oonsequenoe  of  your  patronage.  Cat 
this  d^Ktsition  of  your  moneys  fiul  to  prtoote 
euMsdve  hanking  ?  The  membwe  of  tba  SWa 
Le^slabires  have  a  knowledge  of  the  bmiaeas 
wants  of  all  the  places  at  whidi  they  locate 
banks,  and  their  object  is  to  measnre  the  bank- 
ing capital  at  any  given  point  by  the  wants  of 
bnuness  at  that  point.   When  tiiey  bare  dene 
that,  you  come  m  with  your  deptHRts,  disttib- 
uted,  not  upon  the  basis  which  governs  tiie 
State  Legislatures,  but  according  to  your  con- 
venience for  receipt  or  disbursement  Tba 
consequence  is,  that  you  poor  your  millions  into 
these  State  institutions,  without  reference  to 
the  le^timate  business  calls  for  bsnking  &w- 
Ities  at  tiie  pcdnts  where  your  dcposns  aie 
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made ;  and  thus  derange  and  destn^  the  pro- 
portioDs,  aa  to  these  faoilitiea,  which  the  looal 
L^^latnres  have  determined  to  be  safe  and 
proper.  In  this  war  yonr  patronage  beoomea 
an  evil,  and  not  a  b^efit.  It  Btimalatet  the 
cupidity  of  the  banks,  and  ther,  in  torn,  stimu- 
late tiie  onpidi^  of  the  IrasineBa  omnmanitr 
hnhukI  them,  nntU  aceeases  on  the  part  of  aU 
produces  revmston,  distress,  and  banKrnptcy. 

In  every  li^ht,  then,  in  Trhioh  he  could  Tlev 
this  matter,  it  was  bis  deliberate  opinion  that 
the  banks  would  be  benefited^  and  not  li^nred, 
hj  making  the  existing  separation  between 
them  and  the  public  Treaanry  perpetoaL  The 
passage  of  this  bill,  at  this  time,  might  have 
Bosne  tendency  to  weaken  the  oenfidenoe  of  the 
commmiity  in  the  institutions;  bat,  if  such  a 
eonseqnence  must  attend  this  change  of  our 
policy,  oonld  there  be  a  better  time  than  the 
preemt  to  make  that  change  f  The  banks  are 
now — ^he  would  not  say  insolrent,  for  he  did 
aok  belieTe  that  was  the  condition  of  any  large 
p(Kti<m  of  them— bnt  nnaUe  to  pay  the  de- 
mands upon  them.  That  ftust  was  avowed  by 
themsdves,  and  known  to  all  the  world.  They 
were  in  a  guati  insolvent  state,  and  all  the  dis- 
trust which  could  grow  oat  of  such  a  conditi<m 
they  had  brought  upcm  themselves  by  their  vol- 
untary SQspensioa  of  specie  payments.  It  was 
in  vain,  then,  to  talk  of  the  delicacy  of  their 
present  credits.  That  delicacy  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  their  own  act,  and  before  they  conld 
ever  again  restore  thranselves  to  the  conGdenoe 
<^  the  otHnmunity  they  must  be  sound  in  fact, 
and  aUe  to  discharge,  to  the  flillest  extent, 
every  oUigation  which  general  distrust  oould 
bring  againat  them.  It  was  emmeoos  to  mm- 
pone  that  they  ooold  ever  resume  and  stutiun 
tpedo  p^rments  until  they  were  thus  prepared 
and  thus  armed.  They  must  build  np  for  uem- 
a^ea  a  new  character,  based  upon  a  perfect 
fUftlment  of  all  their  obligations.  U,  tiien,  we 
are  to  separate  from  them,  and  thai  separation 
is  to  hare  any  tendency  to  affect  their  cre^t, 
this  is  the  very  period  when  it  is  most  dearable 
to  them  that  tiie  declaration  of  a  perpetual  di- 
vorcement should  be  made.  Now  it  can  do 
them  no  harm.  They  are  already  in  a  condi- 
tion ftvm  which  mun  streuffth  alone  can  raise 
them ;  but  at  a  time  when  weir  ore^t  was  un- 
8«in>ected,  and  their  operations  unembarrassed 
and  mdmpeded,  the  measure  might  gjve  them 
an  lijiifiou  ahoek.  Let  it  be  d<me  now,  there- 
fine,  that,  when  th«y  do  rise,  it  nunr  be  dls- 
tloetly  known  that  th^  rise  vpoa.  vaie  own 
■tawDgth,  unaided  by  oar  patrtmage^  and  un- 
tranamelled  by  our  morvoBaia, 


TnsDATf  October  8. 

StA-nwmtfy  Bin 

The  Senate  resomed  the  conMderation  of  the 
bill  ta  provide -for  the  oolleotion  and  keeping 
4^  the  public  money,  with  the  amendment 
offived  by  2Cr.  Oalhous. 


[Smum 

[X  farther  debate  ensued,  in  which  Hesan.  Cal- 
houn, Wdxter,  sud  Baduman,  were  the  qteaken, 
diiefly  fai  sa^^xvt  of  previondy  ezpnasd  qrialnii^ 
and  in  reply  to  objecdons.] 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  OALHOim's 
amendment  which  was  as  follows  : 
Add  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

Sec  — .  And  be  it  further  maeted.  That  &om  snd 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  the  resolation  of  eighteen  bondred  and 
dxteen,  suuioriKiag  the  receiving  of  notes  of  ^)ecie- 
payiiw  banks  in  dues  to  the  Goveniment,  shall  be  so 
modified  that  only  three-fourths  of  the  amount  due 
to  the  Qovemmou  for  duties,  taxes,  sales  of  public 
lands,  or  other  debts,  may  be  reodved  in  the  notes 
of  speeie>psyii^  banks;  and,  that  from  and  after  the 
first  of  Jannsry,  d^iteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  one-half  may  be  so  reodved ;  and  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
for^,  ODS-fonrtfa ;  and  from  ana  after  the  flist  di^ 
of  Janoary,  d^teen  hundred  and  forty-otie.  all  snna 
due  for  dudes,  sales  of  public  lands,  or  outer  debte 
to  the  Government,  and  all  payments  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  shall  be  paid  in  gold  and  diver  ccun  only, 
or  in  such  notes,  bills,  or  paper,  issued  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States,  as  mqrbe  Erected  to  be 
recdved  bylaw;  and  from  and  after  the  sdd  first  day 
of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
<Hie,  every  officer  or  agent  engued  in  making  db- 
tHBsements  on  account  of  the  United  StiUes,  or  of 
the  General  Post  Office,  shall  make  all  payments  in 
gold  and  diver  coin  only,  or  in  such  nt^ea,  bills,  or 
plater,  issued  as  aforesaid,  when  authorized  by  law; 
and  any  receiving  or  disbursing  officer,  or  agent,  niio 
shall  neglect,  evade,  or  violate  the  providons  of  this 
section,  diall  be  dismissed  the  service,  and  bIibII  tai* 
felt  all  compensation  whidi  may  then  be  due  Mm. 

And  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the  fd- 
lowing  vote : 

TzAS.— Xesers.  An«i,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnchanan, 
Calhoun,  Clsy  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hub- 
bard, Kh«  i£  AMwma,  Unn,  Uotris,  Nilea,  Kor* 
veil,  Plena.  Boane,  Sevi^  Bnhh  of  Conneedcat, 
Struige,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams;  Wright^  Tonng 
—24. 

NAT8.-~HesBrs.  BayBrd,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  Khig  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKetti,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Prttton.  Kves,  Robbins, 
BoUnson,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 23. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Hr.  Bivis  as  a 
aubstitnte  fw  the  whole  bill,  (authorizing  the 
reception  of  the  bills  of  all  spsoie-payiog  banks 
not  isiaing  notes  of  less  raan  was.lost 
by: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Eent^  King  of  Georgia,  Kniebt, 
HcKesn,  XIAtdas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robuns, 
&nitb  of  Indiana,  Southard,  ^>ence,  Swift,  lUW 
madge,  Tiplon,  Webster,  White— SiS. 

Navs.— Uessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnohaoan, 
Odhonn,  CSay  of  Ahibama,  Fulton,.  Onmdy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabsms,  Unn,  Lyon,  Hcnm,  Nlles. 
Norvell,  ^eroe,  Roane,  Botdnson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Couieoticut,  Strai^  Wslker,  Wall,  Wflliams, 
Wri^  Toong^Sd. 
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Mr.  Preston  offered  a  eabetitnte  for  the  bill, 
jnakinff  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  make  Bpecial  deposits  of  the  aocro- 
ing  revenues  of  tae  United  States-  in  banks 
most  conve^mtly  Mtaated,  and  to  make  snch 
terms  with  them  ss  in  his  judgment  wonid  best 
promote  the  pnbUo  interest. 

This  snbautttte  was  lost  by : 

Teas. — ^Messra.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eentndcy, 
davton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Hckean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  FreBton,  mree,  Bobt^ 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  E^>e&ce,  Swift,  TkU- 
madge,  Upton,  Webster,  White— 22. 

Nats.^ — HesBrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Badianan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Uorria,  Miles, 
Morvell,  Fierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of 
Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker,  Wall,  WiUiams, 
Wright,  Young— 20. 

Mr.  BuoHijiAK  moved  an  amendment: 

*<  That  it  shall  be  tiie  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
^I^easQiy  to  prescribe  regulations  to  enforce  tiie  pre- 
Bentation  of  all  GoTemment  draAs  for  payment  at 
the  place  where  payable ;  and  to  prescribe  the  time 
— according  to  the  different  distances  of  the  depom- 
tories — within  which  they  shall  be  presented  for  pay- 
ment" 

Mr.  OBrrTENDBN  deprecated  the  great  and 
arbitrary  power  conferred  by  snch  a  olanse  up- 
<m  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  BucBANAN  ame>nded  his  amendment  by 
adding  to  it  the  following : 

"  And  in  default  of  snch  presentation,  to  nesoribe 
any  other  mode  and  {dace  payment  whiiu  he  may 
deem  proper," 

The  amendment,  so  modified,  was  agreed 

to, 

A  long  discQssion  took  place  on  an  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Mobris,  proposing  that  no 
notes  should  be  received  from  any  bank  wliich 
were  not  payable  at  the  place  of  issne. 

Mr,  Stbanob  offered,  as  an  amendment  to 
Mr,  MoBBifi's  amendment,  to  strike  ont  the  re- 
striction as  to  notes  under  $5 ;  whioh.  amend- 
ment prevuled  as  follows: 

'  Tbas. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay  of 
Ala.,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King 
of  Ala.,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Prentiss, 
JUnae,  RoUnns,  Sevier,  Spenoe,  Strange,  Swift,  Wall, 
Wright,  Young- 24. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Allen,  Beaton,.  Black,  Buchanan, 
Chiy  of  Kentucky,  Davis,  King  of  Georgia,  McKean, 
Mortis,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Rives,"  Robinson,  Smith 
of  Conn.,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Williams— 20.  «     f  , 

Mr.  MoBBis's  amendmoit^  as  amended,  was 
adopted — ayes  36,  noes  not  oomited. 

Mr.  Bbnton  offered  an  amendment  anthor- 
izing  a  preminm  of  one  per  cent,  on  gold  coin 
paid  into  the  Tresasnry ;  which  bdng  objected 
to,  he  laid  it  on  the  tabl^  with  a  view  to  attach 
it  to  some  other  bill, 

<  The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  fU^d 
reeding  by  the  following  Tote : 


[Oci»n,188r. 

Yeas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bachsnan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Aiabamw,  Fulton,  Gnmdy,  Hob- 
bttid,  Emg  ci  Alabsma,  Uoo,  Lyim,  Nilea,  Norrdl, 
nnoe,  Beane,  BolnnBOn,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Conoiefr 
ticut,  Grange,  Walker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright, 
Young— 25. 

Nays. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eenbu^, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Geo, 
Knight,  McKean,  Nicholas,  Frentin,  PtcsUmi,  Rives, 
Bobbins,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Soathard,  Spmce^  SwU^ 
Talhnadge,  Tipton,  Webster,  White— 28. 


Wbdnesdat,  October  4. 
The  Sub-TTeoKwy  Bill 

The  engrossed  bill  was  read  the  ^tird  time. 

The  Chaib  stated  the  qnMti<ai  to  be,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass?" 

Mr,  Glat,  of  Alabama,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate: Mr.  President,  I  confess,  sir,  when  this 
delicate  and  important  snbject  was  first  hroQ^it 
forward,  I  had  some  hesitation,  some  donbti  n 
to  its  probable  tendency  bnt  the  more  I  lutre 
reflected,  deliberated,  inves^ated  the  anljject^ 
the  better  I  have  become  satined  that  its 
effects  will  be  aalntary,  in  regard  to  the  imme- 
diate interests  of  the  Government  itself^  and 
that  they  will  not  be  pemidons ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  peo* 
pie — onr  constituents. 

As  the  measure  was  at  first  proposed  by  fte 
Oommittee  on  Finance,  I  apprehended  the  dis- 
connection— divorce,  if  you  choose— of  Q» 
Government  from  the  banks  would  be  too  sud- 
den, and  would  consequently  cripple  the  banki^ 
and  occasion  a  shock  in  the  monetai/  afhin 
of  the  country  generally.  But,  sir,  these 
prehenMons  have  been  obviated  and  removed 
Dj  the  omwdment  ofl^wd  by  the  Benator  from 
Sontii  C^lina,  (Mr.  OAiadun),  as  it  ia  now 
modified.  Under  that  amendment,  the  billaof 
such  banks  as  now  p^  specie,  or  as  may  tinnk 
proper  to  resume  specie  payments,  will  be  re- 
ceivable in  payment,  and  to  the  full  amount 
of  all  public  dnes,  for  customs,  lands,  Ac.,  tifl 
the  1st  of  January^  1689;  thereafter,  three* 
fourths  of  such  public  dues,  till  the  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1840 ;  thereafter  one-half  till  the  Ist  of 
January,  1841 ;  and,  thereafter,  one-fonrth  tiQ 
the  Ist  of  January,  1842. 

Here,  then,  is  inducement,  held  ont  to  tbe 
banks  now  paying,  to  continae,  and  to  such  ss 
have  stopped,  to  resume,  specie  paymoita;.  We 
say  to  them,  in  effect — >"  We  invite  yon  to  re- 
sume specie  p^ments ;  show  that  yon  are  sol- 
vent, that  your  notes  are  convertible  into  spe- 
cie when  dedrable,  and  we  will  receive  them 
in  payment  for  public  lands,  and  for  all  other 
revenue in  the  strong  language  of  some  d 
the  gentlemen  who  have  addr^sed  ns — "do 
this,  and  we  will  endorse  your  notes."  What 
stronger  moUve  could  be  held  out  to  such 
banking  institutions  as  are  solvent,  honest,  and 
desirous  to  effectuate  the  purposes  of  their 
creation?  If  tiie  public  interest  and  conven- 
ience be  ttie  ol^eot  ci  trank  directors,  aa  legit* 
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fraately  they  ought,  would  they  not,  by  re- 
sponding to  this  invitation  and  offer  on  our 
part,  give  greater  valae  to  their  paper— give  it 
a  wider  ciroolation — and  adapt  it  to  the  use 
and  interest  <rf  the  oommnnityt  And  wonld 
not  mob.  banks  as  resnmed,  at  onoe  dertve  all 
tiie  adTBotages  of  snperior  ore^t,  famish  the 
oircnlating  medium,  and  do  the  bnnneSB  of  the 
cfmntrr,  to  the  ezdoeion  of  snoh  as  failed,  or 
refased  to  comply  ?  The  answer  is  palpftUe— 
no  man  ean  doubt  on  these  questions. 

Ag^  sir :  The  change  in  the  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  public  revenne,  in  the  kind  of 
money  receivable  for  it,  will  be  so  gradual  as 
to  oocaEdoa  no  shock  whatever  to  the  oretUt  of 
the  banks,  or  to  the  commercial  community. 
Before  we  entirely  discontinue  receiving  bank 
paper,  more  than  four  years  will  have  elapsed. 
All  this  time  will  be  allowed  for  the  banks  and 
merchants  to  adt^t  their  budnesss  to  tiie  new 
system  oontemplatedf  and  conform  ihtir  hos- 
inesB  to  the  neir  state  of  things.  It  will  give 
time  fbr  the  State  Legislatures  to  r^^nlate  their 
banking  institutions,  so  as,  in  flitnre,  to  prevent 
OTw-i^«8  of  pq>ar;  to  restrain  them  from 
generating,  or  enoonrafpng,  a  qiirit  of  over- 
trading and  inordinate  qwcnlation ;  to  restrain 
them  from  making  promises  Uiey  caimot  re- 
deem, and  thus  restore  to  the  country  a  sound 
circulating  medium,  and  the  Just  equilibrium 
of  trade,  and  business  of  every  descnption. 

ICoreover,  we  ourselves  shall  have  time  to 
see  how  the  new  system  works — ^to  check  its 
Telocity,  if  it  be  too  great— or  ao(»lerate  it,  if 
it  be  too  slow ;  and  modify  it,  in  all  respects, 
as  its  results  may  indicate  to  he  safe  and  expe- 
dient Afl  already  Aown,  no  change  in  the  de- 
aeription  of  ftmds,  lee^vahle  fSnr  pnblie  dnes, 
will  take  place  for  the  next  fifteen  months ;  for 
the  year  1889,  a  reduction  of  one-fourth ;  for 
1840,  one-half  may  be  pud  in  specie^paying 
bank  paper ;  and  so  on  to  the  consummation 
of  the  plan.  If  it  be  discovered  that  the  policy 
operates  injuriously,  then  will,  be  am^  time 
to  amend  or  modify  it. 

But,  sir,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  any  in- 
jurious result  will  follow  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  The  chief  embarrassments  of  the 
community  have  arisen  out  of  inordinate  expan- 
sions of  the  circulating  medium,  excessive  ac- 
commodations, begettmg  extravagance,  and 
reckless  qwcmalions;  and  then  sodden  oon- 
tvaotions,  withdrawals  of  thoae  enormous  loani^ 
reductions  of  the  amount  at  (uroulation,  and 
tha%  almost  in  a  moment,  reducing  the  value 
of  ]»operty  one-thtrd,  sometimes  one-half.  The 
Government  deposits  have,  doubtless,  hereto- 
fore, nortnred  and  increased  this  propenrity  of 
all  banks  to  excessive  issues  and  aooommoda- 
tions.  They  have  loaned  out  the  public  money 
aa  if  their  own,  and  when  called  upon  to  pay 
it  over,  they  have  been  necessarily  compelled 
to  press  and  coerce  payments  from  their  bor- 
rowers, who  had,  in  their  turn,  treated  this 
borrowed  money  as  their  own ;  and  have  thus 
occasioned  emlMnawmeat^  the  saorifioe  of 


property,  and  in  too  many  instances,  the  im-' 
poverishment  and  ruin  of  their  customers.  To 
illustrate  the  correctness  of  theiM  remarks,  I 
need  only  refer  you  to  the  greater  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassment  of  oouunnnities 
around  any  of  the  banks,  which  have  beoi 
large  depo^tories  of  the  pnbUo  money,  compar- 
ed with  those  remote  from  such  in^tatHHui 
If  they  have  no  large  sums  of  public  money  on 
S^eral  deposit,  on  which  to  grant  accommo^- 
Uons,  they  will  know  and  understand  better 
the  proper  Umits  to  prescribe  to  their  liberal- 
ity ;  they  will  have  no  fluctuations,  no  angmen- 
twtions,  no  diminutions  of  capital  to  n^ead 
them ;  their  accommodations  will  be  more  uM* 
form,  and  the  amount  of  their  circulation  bear 
some  relation  to  the  amount  of  specie  in  their 
vaults.  This  being  brought'  about,  the  value 
of  produce,  and  property  of  all  de8cripti<mS| 
will  be  more  steady  and  uniform ;  we  shall  not 
have  a  negro,  cosUng  a  thousand  or  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  to-oay,  scdd  twelve  numtha 
benoe  to  pay  half  Uie  amount  of  otmuderation 
— land  at  one  time  worth  fifty  dollars  per  acre, 
at  another  not  more  than  twenty — and  our 
great  staple,  one  while  commanding  twenty-five 
dollars,  and  then  not  worth  eight.  - 

8ir,  the  Qovemment  ought,  always,  to  he  able 
to  command  its  funds,  and  have  them  ever 
ready  to  meet  any  exigency.  Experience  has 
taught  us,  that  this  cannot  be  expected  while 
we  rely  on  banks.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that,  al- 
though the  State  banks  have  failed  to  meet  our 
expectations,  we  ought  to  continue  their  agen- 
oy.  They  ask  us,  would  we  discontinue  the  use 
of  steamboats,  because  a  boiler  may  sometimes 
explode,  and  produce  fatal  results  t  By  no 
means,  nr,  whue  care  and  aUll  may  reasonably 
he  expected  to  ensure  safety,  and  prevent  sucdi 
calamities.  But,  were  we  to  discover  that  the 
machinery  is  entirely  uncontrollable,  and  th* 
boiler  liable  to  apont^eous  combustion — carry- 
ing univer^  misei^  and  death  among  the  paa- 
sengers  and  crew,  m  despite  of  all  the  science, 
vigflsnce,  and  fidelity  of  the  engineer — would 
it  be  wise  or  prudent  to  trust  onrsdves  on 
board?  What  would  have  been  the  sitnatim 
of  the  country  in  Hay  last,  when  the  banks 
suspended  specie  payments,  bad  we  been  in- 
volved in  war  with  some  powerful  foreign 
enemy !  Whatever  might  ha* e  been  the  emop- 
geney,  we  should  not  have  been  able  to  have 
ooraaianded  the  resources  of  the  nation.  We 
might  have  been  without  a  dollar  f6r  the  pay 
or  subsistence  of  an  army  to  re^t  the  invaders ; 
onr  enei^es  would  have  been  crippled;  and 
the  most  disastrous  consequences  might  have 
followed.  When  we  find  that  such  is  tbe  un- 
fortunate tendency  of  "the  experiment,"  as 
gentlemen  dioose  to  call  it,  it  is  time  we  should 
abandon  it,  by  whomsoever  instituted  or  ap- 
proved, heretofore. 

But,  sir,  was  not  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  an  "  experiment,"  and  has  not  that  also 
fedled  to  answer  just  expectation  t  No  other 
Government  hut  onr  own,  ever  did  employ 
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6Dch  a  fiscal  agent,  with  powers  of  the  same 
nuguitade.  It  wu,  indeed,  a  fearftd  exper- 
iment, and  well  ni^  fatal  in  its  resnlta.  Yet, 
the  T^arter  of  the  late  United  States  Banlt:,  or 
the  establidiment  of  a  new  one,  is  now  an- 
nounced as  the  only-  efBcient  remedy — the  sov- 
ereign panacea — for  existing  evils.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Kentuolcy  (Mr.  Cut)  has,  to  mj 
astonishment,  gone  so  &r  as  to  identifj  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  an  institution  with  the 
permanency  of  the  Union  1  It  would  seem,  the 
question  of  a  natiooal  hank  is  always  portentous 
^InrolTiDg  consequences  of  a  most  alarming 
character.  Shortly  after  the  removal  of  the 
deposits  teom  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  we  were  told,  by  the  caliie  distangoished 
gentiaDaii,  that  we  were  then  "  In  the  midst 
a  a  revolution!"  and  the  sentimoit  was  re- 
sponded to^  by  the  presses  and  politidans  of 
the  oppodtion,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to 
the  other.  We  were  toldj  on  the  very  floors 
<^  Congress,  that  the  deposits  must  be  restored, 
or  a  revolution  was  at  hand.  The  same  seuti- 
nent  was  announced,  when  two  members  of 
Congress,  during  the  same  panic  session,  ad- 
dressed an  assembled  multitnae  in  Baltimore  on 
Sunday.  According  to  the'  newspapers  of  the 
day,  it  was  said,  by  yr&j  of  justification,  "  there 
were  no  Sabbatiis  in  revolutionary  times  1 " 
Sir,  the  Aubjeot  of  a  national  or  United  States 
hank  cannot  be  tonohed  withoot  an  attempt  to 
produce  ezdtement  and  a^tstion.  It  affords 
one  ct  the  most  concliiiive  reascnu  against  the 
establishment  of  such  an  institatiw,  that  it  has 
the  abiUty  to  produce  such  tremendous  effects. 
The  ocmoentration  of  such  an  immense  money- 
ed .  power  in  the  hands  of  a  few  Individuals,  is 
at  war  with  our' peace  and  quiet;  too  dangerous 
to  our  liberties.  It  would  soon  control  all  onr 
elections,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and 
direct  the  operations,  nay,  usurp  the  powers, 
of  the  Government  itself. 

When  Hr.  Cla.t,  of  Alabama,  oonduded  his 
apeech— 

Hr.  WsBSTEB  rose,  and  s(ud  that  perh^w  he 
ought  to  feel  obliged  to  the  member  tnm  Ala^ 
bama  for  his  qnotatioa  and  adoption  of  a  re- 
port,  wholly  withont  foondation,  which  had 
been  drcnl^ed  in  the  newspiq>era  several  years 
ago.  Tliat  report  was,  that  at  «  meetii^  of 
many  citizens  on  a  Sunday  in  Baltimore,  at  the 
time  of  the  excitement  in  the  conotry,  created 
by  the  withdrawing  of  the  depodts,  he  had  s^d 
that  there  were  no  Sabbaths  in  revolutionary 
times.  That,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  was  a  vile 
falsehood  and  slander.  I  never  sud  any  such 
thing  either  then  or  at  any  other  time.  Having 
been  home,  on  indispensable  bnsness,  I  was 
hastening  husk  to  my  seat  here  to  vote  on  very 
important  measures  then  pending,  and  in  re- 
gard to  which  firiends  had  written  to  me  to  lose 
no  time.  When  I  arrived  in  Baltimore,  on  a 
Sni^i^  evoiing^  hdng  In  company  with  the 
distingiushed  utd  honorable  genfleman  who 
represented,  at  that  time,  the  city  of  Philadel- 
pUa  in  the  other  Boon  of  Otrngtem,  we  foond, 


on  landing- from  the  boat,  and  rewiring  to  the 
hotcd,  a  collection  <tf  people,  assembled  witbout 
our  procurement  or  knowledge.  We  each  a^ 
dressed  a  few  obaervatlons  to  than  <hi  ibe  ab> 
sorbing  public  topics  which  had  drawn  them 
together ;  and  this  we  felt  bound  to  do  out  of 
respect  to  them,  and  as  the  readiest  mode  of 
restoring  to  the  day  the  quiet  and  repose  wtuch 
are  so  important  to  its  proper  observance.  Bot 
no  such  language  and  no  such  sentiment  as  tba 
member  has  quoted  or  alluded  to  to-day  escap- 
ed, fr-om  either  of  us.  I  should  not,  of  course^ 
have  noticed  in  my  place  here  the  original  slan- 
der if  it  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  others. 

ib.  Cut  r^oined  tiiat  he  believed,  what- 
ever might  be  the  character  of  the  repor^  it 
had  emanated  from  newspapers  which  eapport- 
ed  the  oorreotness  cf  the  gmtleman's position; 
that  he  spoke  from  the  newquper  acoonnt, 
which  he  nad  never  before  heard  ocmtrovert- 
ed. 

Hr.  WsBSTEB  8(dd  he  prononnoed  the  whole 
story  a  vile  slander,  whether  reported  of  him- 
self or  his  friend.  Keither  of  its,  ur,  (sud  lb. 
W.,)  expressed  any  such  sentiment,  nor  any 
thing  like  it.  The  whole  matter  was  (oiginal 
and  unmixed  calumny. 

Mr.  Cut,  of  Alalmma,  in  reply,  stated  that 
if  it  was  a  mistake  or  a  calumny,  it  proceeded 
entirely  frxim  the  papers  in  Cavor  of  the  politicil 
principles  advoc^ed  by  Ur.  W.,  and  it  had  not 
proceeded  from,  or  been  carcmated  in,p^en 
of  the  other  nde.  This  was  the  first  tune  hs 
had  heurd  it  oraitradicted ;  and.  hearing  it  fhHD 
such  a  source,  he  was  satisfied  he  must  hive 
been  misinformed. 

The  question  was  pot  on  the  passage  of  tbs 
bill,  ana  decided  in  the  afflnuaore  by  the  fid* 
lowing  vote : 

Tus.— Hesrn.  Allen,  Bentoti,  Brown,  Badiiiu, 
Calboxm,  Olay  ctf  Alahf^mi.,  Fulton,  Gnntdy,  Hidh 
bard.  King  of  Alabama,  Lyoa,  Morm,  TUSa, 
Norvell,  Pierce,  Boane,  Robinsim,  Bevio,  Smilk 
of  ConnecUcut,  Strange.  Walker,  Wall,  WOliuiii 
Wi^t,  Toung— 26. 

MXra.— Hessn.  Bi^ard,  Black,  Clay  of  Eoitiid?, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Dav^  EenL  ZiDgofGeom, 
EiJaU,  HcKean,  Nicholas,  Froi^  Eobbhis,  Siitti 
of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Talh&adge,  iSflxn, 
Webster,  White— 20. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Boom 
of  B^reaenbrtiTes  for  ooncnrrenoe. 

WnnmDAT,  October  11. 
Mr.  MadisorCi  Papen. 
Ur.  Waix,  from  the  Jomt  Committee  m  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  relini^uishing  to  Mra. 
Madison  the  copyright  in  foreign  cotmtries  to 
the  late  Frefddent  Hadison's  Journal  of  the  De- 
bates of  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution ;  and  also  the  avails  such  eoof 
tracts  as  had  been  made  by  her  relative  to  its 
pnUioation,  prior  to  the  law  of  the  last  season, 
which  authorized  the  porcihaBe  of  those  papas 
bj  QorenuneDt. 
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This  bill  was,  by  onanimons  consent,  read 
twke,  and  ordered  to  be  engroesed  for  a  tiiird 
readiDg. 


Thdbbdat,  October  13. 

Annexation  qf  Texas. 

Mr.  Webster  said  he  rose  to  present  a  great 
number  of  memorials  and  petitions  agfunst  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  UnitM  States. 
These  papers,  he  said,  were  sent  to  him,  Bome 
of  tbcm  from  most,  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States.  They  were  nnmeroos,  and  some  of 
them  contained  several  thoiiBand  signatures.  In 
Bune  instances  be  knew  the  signers,  and  knew 
them  to  be  highly  respectable  persona,  and  be 
found  auKNog  uie  names  perecms  of  all  parties 
in  EK^ties,  md  all  sects  in  reli^on. 

At  <me  time,  Vr.  W.  said,  he  bad  thought  it 
xnight  be  as  w€ll  not  to  present  these  petitions 
till  the  next  session.  Bat  it  being  now  official- 
ly known  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the 
United  Stales  had  become  the  sabjeot  of  com- 
mmtication  between  the  two  Qovernments,  the 
time  bad  oome  when  it  was  proper  that  those 
ettizena  who  wished  to  protest  agiunst  any  anch 
annexation  should  make  their  sentiments  known 
to  their  own  Government. 

Mr.  Swm,  Ur.  MoKkak,  and  Kr.  WnuAMS, 
also  presented  lemonstrances  on  the  same  aab- 
ject,  firom  dtizeiu  of  thdr  respeetiTO  States, 
irtdch  were  severally  laid  on  the  table. 

lam  ofBankrvpteg  againit  Banhmpt  Banks. 

Mr.  Obdndt,  from  tiie  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Prerident's  Message  as  related  to  bankruptcy, 
moved  that  the  oommittee  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  oonsideratioa  of  tliat  sabject. 

Mr.  BxKTOir  said :  The  recommendation  of 
the  I^c^ident  for  a  bankmpt  law,  applicable  to 
banks  and  bankers,  has  been  made  the  subject 
of  repeated  aidmadversion  on  this  floor,  and 
that  while  the  sabieot  was  not  before  the  Sen- 
ate, but  in  the  hands  of  a  committee.  I  noticed 
theae  animadTeratons  on  a  fbrmw  ocoasicHi,  not 
for  argument,  but  fl>r  the  purpoae  of  exhibiting 
their  nnparliamentaiy  <£araoter;  to  dissent 
from  their  Joatness ;  to  express  my  own  appro- 
bation of  the  reoonunendMkm ;  and  to  dedare 
myself  ready  to  support  it,  wlienever  it  could 
be  done  in  a  parliamentary  manner,  and  with- 
out obli<^ulng  into  a  diacusdon  foreign  to  the 
subject  m  hand.  The  suitable  occasion  now 
presents  itself;  and  I  embrace  it  with  pleasure, 
that  the  great  remedial  measure  proposed  by 
the  President,  and  called  for  by  the  rights  and 
intOTests  of  the  people,  and  by  the  character  of 
the  country,  may  not  be  pnjjudiced  by  the  un- 
parUamentaiy  and  preeodons  assaults  vhloh 
nave  been  made  upon  U. 

At  the  bead  of  those  who  haTe  made  the  afc- 
taok  on  this  part  of  the  Menage,  and  whose 
olfjections  cover  all  the  ground  whioh  has  ^ee 
been  occupied  by  others^  ia  the  Sraator  from 


[SnUTK. 

Maesaobuaetts,  who  delireredhis  sentiments  on 
the  Treastny  note  bill,  (Mr.  Wkbsteb.)  That 
Senator  apoke  briefly,  but  comprehensively, 
against  this  Executive  recommendation.  He 
presented  all  the  pohits  which  others  have 
since  elaborated,  "m  answering  him,  I  answer 
all. 

The  objections  which  the  Senator  i^m  Mas- 
sachusetts takes  to  the  Executive  recommenda- 
tion are  of  a  two-fold  character :  flrst,  to  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  pass  a 
bankmpt  law,  confined  to  moneyed  corpora- . 
tions  and  to  bankers,  and  with  a  view  to  ope- 
rate upon  the  paper  currency;  secondly,  to 
the  eonnstenoy  of  the  Preddent  in  having  made 
snch  a  recommendatiim. 

X  take  up  the  second  (tf  these  oljeotions  flrat^ 
beeanse  it  creates  a  pr«^dice  i^nst  the  whole 
recommendation  of  the  Preddent.  The  impu- 
tation of  inconmstency  creates  a  pn^udice;  and 
it  is  necessary  to  remove  that  pr^udioe  before 
the  recommendation  can  be  fairly  conridered. 
The  inconnstency  imputed,  lies  in  the  supposed 
disclaimer  of  the  President  of  all  federal  au- 
thority over  the  currency,  and  then,  an  as- 
sumption of  power  to  r^alate  that  currency, 
and  to  regulate  it  by  an  unauthorized  exercise 
of  the  power  to  pass  bankrupt  laws.  This  is 
the'  point  of  the  imputed  inconsistency.  It  all 
turns  upon  this  word  currency;  and  now,  what 
currency  does  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
mean?  Oertalnly  not  the  onrrency  of  the 
constitution ;  for  the  Prerident  recites  the 
power  to  coin  that  currency,  tioA  to  regulate  Its 
value.  It  must  be  the  pwer  currency — ^tiie 
local  bank  notes  and  the  shin-pUMers — which 
are  intended ;  and,  if  so,  I  have  to  remark  that 
the  President  very  explicitly  disclaims  both  the 
authority,  and  the  expediency,  of  baring  re- 
course to  a  national  bank  to  regulate  that  spe- 
cies of  currency.  He  discl^ms  that  instrument 
of  regulation ;  aai  in  dohig  so,  he  stands  upon 
the  constitution,  which  disowns  its  existence  • 
upon  the  fact,  which  shows  its  impotency ;  and 
up<Hi  the  ground  which  the  authors  <^  the  first 
national  bank  occupied,  and  to  whom  the  regu- 
lation of  currency  and  of  exchanges  was  wholly 
.  unlmown  as  among  the  reasons  for  its  creation. 
These  reasons  are  of  modem  conception  and 
recent  date.  They  are  an  after-thought  of  tiie 
subsequent  supporters  of  the  second  national 
bank.  The  President  disclaims  also  a  power  to 
suppress  the  local  banking  institutions  by  fede- 
'  ral  legislation ;  but  be  nowhere  disclaims  the 
authority  to  prevent  tbeir  paper  issues  from 
superseding  and  expcUing  the  bard  money  cur- 
rency of  the  constitution.  On  the  contrary,  be 
claims  that  power,  and  points  to  the  sources  of 
its  rightful  exercise  in  the  incidental  effects  of  . 
federal  legislation  in  fovor  of  hard  money  as 
necessarily  improving  the  conation  of  paper 
aareacy ;  and  then  he  pcdnts  to  the  bankrupt 
power  as  fhmishing  the  direct  means  of  cheer- 
ing the  issues  of  non-apecie  paying  banks,  and 
giving  a  remedy  to  the  holders  of  tiiMr  unpdd 
notes.  Thiais  what  the  President  does;  and 
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nothing  can  he  farther  from  his  words  than  a 
diBcliumer  of  all  anthority  over  the  r^^nlation 
of  currency.  And  here  let  me  remark  npon 
ft  systematic  error  into  which  some  Senators 
incessantly  fall :  they  always  speak  of  the  fed- 
eral aathority,  and  the  federal  onties  over  "  the 
onireney,"  meaning  all  the  while,  not  gold  and 
rilver,  but  bank  notes  and  shin-plasten.  Kow, 
dr,  I  repeat,  for  abont  the  tboosaudth  time, 
that  the  word  currency  is  not  In  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  whateoever  which  can  mean 
vbat  these  speakers  intend  by  it.  The  nearest 
ai^roach  to  the  term  which  the  constitution 
oontains,  is  the  word  oorrent,  and  that  is  cou- 
pled with  the  word  coin ;  so  that  the  thing 
which  gentlemen  have  constantly  in  their  minds, 
and  which  they  use  an  equivocal  term  to  ex- 
press, exists  nowhere  in  the  constitution,  and  is 
not  in  any  way  known  to  that  Instrument, 
either  by  expression  or  intendment  I  think  it 
right,  on  this  occasion,  thus  to  allude,  to  the 
eqniTooal  use  of  tiiis  phrase;  for  npon  this 
eqnivoofttion  there  is  bnilt  up,  in  these  United 
States,  an  immensdty  of  erroneona  speaking, 
erroneous  writing,  and  erroneons  legislation. 
Vast  is  the  number  of  persons  who  are  mysli- 
iled  by  the  nse  of  an  eqnivocal  term ;  and  in 
nothing  does  the  rhetorician  show  the  perfec- 
tion of  his  art  in  a  higher  degree,  than  In  mak- 
ing a  debate  tnm  upon  one  of  them. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  taking 
his  objections,  declared  that  he  would  not  do 
intentional  injustice  to  the  Message  or  to  its  au- 
thor ;  hut  it  is  the  same  thing  to  the  Message, 
and  to  the  author,  if  injustice  had  been  d<me 
without  intaition :  and  this  I  i^rehend  to 
have  bem  the  case.  The  Meaaage  wys  nothing 
abont  eonfiiUng  the  bankmpt  law  to  oorpora- 
tifms  and  bankers  alone :  it  taji  nothhiff  abont 
exslnding  merchants  and  traders  from  ue  ope- 
ratkm  of  the  law ;  and  it  proposes  somethmg 
etae  to  result  fVom  the  law,  besides  an  ope- 
ration npon  ourren(7 ;  and  that  something  else 
is  a  remedy  to  the  disappointed  creditors  of 
the  deUnquent  banks.  This  is  his  recommen- 
dation: 

"  In  the  mean  time,  It  is  our  duty  to  provide  all 
the  remedies  agiunst  a  depreciated  paper  currency 
which  the  constitution  enables  as  to  afford.  The 
Treasury  Department,  on  several  former  occaidona, 
has  suggested  the  propriety  and  importance  of  a  uni- 
form tow  ooDceming  baittniptdea  ot  corporations 
and  other  bankers.  Through  the  Instrmnentality  of 
such  a  law,  a  salotair  check  may  doabtless  be  im- 
posed on  the  issues  of  paper  money,  and  an  effectual 
remedy  given  to  the  dtizeua,  in  a  way  at  once  equal 
in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  fidly  antborized  the 
constitution.'' 

This  Is  the  recommendation— the  whole  of 
it ;  and  here  is  no  proposition  to  exclude  mer- 
chants and  traders ;  and  here  is  an  actual  pro- 
poaition  to  give  a  remedy  to  the  injiued  citi- 
zens agfunst  the  delinquent  hanks;  which  rem- 
edy would  naturally  be  a  'pro  rata  distribution 
of  the  effects  of  the  bankrupt  institntions. 
Here,  then,  is  ii^Jnstice  to  the  Message  in  not 


[OraoBB,  ISIT. 

stating  it  as  it  is,  bat  as- it  is  not ;  and  here,  al- 
so, is  ii^astice  to  the  author,  in  representing 
him  as  opposed  to  the  extension  of  tiie  bank- 
rupt law  to  merchants  and  traders,  when  the 
records  of  this  Senate  bear  the  evidence  of  the 
fact  that  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  able  and 
zealous  supporters  of  such  a  law  applicable  to 
the  trading  part  of  the  commnnity.  I  speak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  bron^t  in  by  Geunl 
Hayne,  of  South  Carolina,  and  earnestly 
ported  by  the  present 'Chief  Magistrate,  then  a 
member  of  this  hodv.  It  is  unjust  to  sorooM 
^at  the  present  Ohief  Magistrate  would  ob- 
ject to  a  Dill  which  should  inclade  now  thoaa 
for  whom  he  so  strenaously  contended  whoa  a 
member  of  this  body.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
recommendation  to  deter  the  friends  of  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  fVom  ooming  forward  to  in- 
clude the  trading  class  with  tlw  banking  class ; 
on  the  contrary,  there  may  be  something  to  en- 
oonrage  them.  A  general  bill,  to  inclade  banks 
as  as  traders,  might  combine  man  mcfoctt 
ihaa  tiie  bills  for  the  latter  elass  al<ake  ban 
heretofore  received.  Beddea,  if  the  Prmdant 
had  expressly  recommended  the  exdnnoai  of 
other  dasses  from  the  bill,  it  would  have  beta 
no  impediment  to  the  action  of  OcHigre8&  HU 
recommendation  would  have  been  no  probiU- 
tion  upon  their  powers.  They  might  have  in- 
cluded what  classes  they  pleaised ;  and  if  th^ 
included  those  for  which  he  contended  in  1837, 
the  bill  might  have  become  the  more  accepta- 
ble to  him  on  that  account 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  olyects  to 
our  constitutional  power  to  pass  snch  a  bank- 
rupt law  as  the  IVeeident  reoconmenda,  qualify- 
ing titat  reooDunendation,  as  lie  doeeL  wittk  i 
li^tatiw  of  the  law  to  bankers  and  uakbg 
corporations,  and  witb  a  primary  ^ew  to  tte 
regidation  of  a  paper  money  eorraugr.  Iham 
shown  that  this  qnalification  is  an  error  and  a 
mistake ;  and  in  doing  that,  I  have  suffidody 
answered  the  Senator^s  objection :  bat  I  choon 
to  go  fiu*ther,  and  to  show  not  only  the  coniti- 
tutional  right,  but  the  clear  expediency  td 
passiDg  Bu^  an  act  as  the  Preddent  recMo- 
mends,  whether  merohauts  and  traders  shaD  be 
included  in  it  or  not 

The  power  of  Congress  to  pass  bankn^t 
laws  is  expressly  given  in  our  constitution,  an 
given  without  limitation  or  qualificali(«.  It  ^ 
the  fourth  in  tlie  number  of  the  onimerated 
powers,  and  runs  thus :  "  Congress  shaD  ban 
power  to  establish  a  n^orm  nde  d  natural- 
i^on,  and  nniform  laws  on  the  snbiect  e( 
bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States." 
This  is  a  faU  and  clear  grant  of  power.  Upoo 
its  face  it  admits  of  no  question,  and  leaves 
Congress  at  fall  liberty  to  pass  any  kind^ 
bankrapt  laws  they  please,  hmited  only  by  me 
condition,  that  whatever  laws  are  passed,  tbey 
are  to  be  uniform  in  thar  operation  throughoot 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  face  <rf  our  own 
constitution  there  is  no  question  of  our  right  to 
pass  a  bankrapt  law,  Ihnited  to  bants  ana 
bankers;  but  the  Senator  firom  Masaachosett^ 
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[Sekatk. 


(Mr.  Webstbb,)  and  others  who  have  spoken 
on  the  same  ude  with  him,  must  can?  ns  to 
EiwlaiKlf  and  oondnot  ns  tiirongh  the  labjrinth 
of  Ei^ah  statote  law,  and  throngh  the  ohaos 
<^  Enpish  ja^ial  deddons,  to  learn  what  this 
word  banlmiptdeaf  In  onr  oonatitntkin,  ia  in- 
tended to  simplify.  In  this  he  and  the^  are 
tme  to  the  Itabita  of  the  legal  profession — those 
habita  which,  both  in  Qreat  Britain  and  oar 
America,  have  become  a  jiroverbial  disqaaUfica- 
tion  for  the  proper  exercise  of  legislative  dnties. 
I  know,  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  the  fiite  of  oar 
lawyers  and  Jndges  to  bare  to  ran  to  Britl^  law 
books  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  phrases 
contuned  in  oar  constitation ;  bat  it  is  the 
bnsineaa  of  the  legislator,  and  o^the  statesman, 
to  take  a  larger  view — to  consider  the  differ- 
ence between  the  political  Institations  of  the 
two  countries — to  aaoend  to  first  principles — to 
know  the  causes  of  events— and  to  judge  how 
&r  what  was  suitable  and  beDefiotal  to  one 
might  be  pr^ndici^  and  inapplicable  to  the 
of£er.  We  stand  here  as  l^islators  and  states- 
men,  not  as  lawyers  and  jndges;  we  have  a 
grant  of  power  to  ezecote,  not  a  statute  to  in- 
terpret ;  and  onr  first  duty  is  to  look  to  that 
^roDtf  and  see  what  it  is ;  and  our  nort  duty 
IS  to  look  over  our  country,  and  see  whether 
there  is  any  thing  in  it  which  requires  the  ez- 
erdse  of  that  grant  of  power.  This  is  what 
our  President  has  done,  and  what  we  ought  to 
do.  He  has  looked  into  the  oonstitatioo,  and 
aeeo  there  an  nnUmited  grant  of  power  to  pass 
miUiMiii  laws  on  the  snUeot  of  baakraptoies: 
and  fa«  has  looked  over  uie  tJiuted  States,  and 
seen  what  he  beUeves  to  be  fit  snltjeots  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  namdy,  aboot  %  thoa- 
sind  banks  in  a  state  of  bankroptoy,  and  no 
State  posseesed  of  authority  to  act  beytmd  its 
own  limits  in  remedying  the  evils  of  a  mischief 
so  vast  and  so  frightful.  Se«ng  these  two 
thin^ — a  power  to  act,  and  a  smiject  matter 
requiring  action — the  President  has  reoommend- 
ed  the  action  which  the  oonstitotion  permits, 
and  which  the  subject  requires ;  but  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  has  risen  in  his  place, 
and  called  upon  ns  to  shift  our  view ;  trans- 
fer onr  contemplation  from  the  Constitntiott  of 
the  United  States  to  the  British  statute  book— 
ftt»B  aetoal  bankruptcy  among  ourselves  to  his- 
torical bankruptcy  m  England ;  and  to  confine 
oar  legislation  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
Kwri^«h  modd. 

As  a  general  proposition,  I  lay  it  down  that 
Congress  is  not  confined,  like  jurists  and  Jndges, 
to  the  English  statutory  definitions,  or  ^e  Nin 
Prins  or  King's  Bench  construction  of  the 
phrases  known  to  English  legislation,  and  used 
in  onr  constitation.  Such  a  limitation  would 
not  only  narrow  us  down  to  a  mere  lawyer's 
view  of  a  subject  but  would  limit  ns,  in  point 
of  time,  to  English  precedents,  as  they  stood  at 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  in  the  year 
I  protest  agt^st  this  absurdity,  and 
eontend  mat  we  are  to  nie  our  granted  powers 
■ooordlng  to  tho  dnnmutanees  <tf  oor  own 


country,  and  according  to  the  genius  of  our  re- 
publican insUtutions,  and  acconling  to  the  pro- 
gress <d  events  and  tiie  expulsion  Ugbt  ai^ 
knowledge  among  ourselves.  If  not,  and  if  we 
are  to  be  confined  to  the  "  usual  objects,"  and 
the  "usual  subjects,"  and  the  "usual  purposes," 
of  British  legislation  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  onr  constitution,  how  could  Congress 
ever  make  a  law  in  relation  to  steamboat  or 
to  railroad  cars,  both  of  which  were  unknown 
to  British  legislation  in  1789;  and  therefore, 
according  to  the  idea  that  would  send  na  to 
England  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  our  cousti- 
totion,  would  not  fall  within  the  limits  of  onr 
legislative  authority.  Upon  their  &ce,  the 
words  of  the  constitution  are  sufficient  to  justi- 
ff  the  Pre^dent's  recommendation,  even  as  un- 
derstood In'  those  who  impugn  that  recommen- 
dation. Tb»  banknqtt  ounse  is  very  peculiar 
in  its  phraseoh^,  and  the  more  strikmgly  so  ■ 
from  ito  contrast  with  the  phraseology  of  the 
naturalization  clause,  which  is  coupled  with  It. 
Mark  this  difference :  there  is  to  be  a  uniform 
rule  of  naturalization ;  there  are  to  be  uniform 
laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.  One  is  fn 
the  singular,  the  other  in  the  plural ;  ooe  is  to 
be  a  rule,  the  other  are  to  be  laws ;  one  acts 
on  individuals,  the  other  on  the  snbject ;  and 
it  is  bankruptcies  that  ore,  and  not  bankruptcy 
that  is,  to  be  the  objects  of  these  uniform  laws. 

As  a  proposition,  now  limited  to  this  particu- 
lar case,  I  lay  it  down  that  we  are  not  con- 
fined to  the  modem  English  acceptation  of  this 
term  ftontrup^  for  it  is  a  term,  not  of  English, 
but  of  lUmum  It  is  a  term  of  tiie  civil 

law,  and  borrowed  by  the  English  from  that 
oode.  They  borrowed  from  Italy  both  the 
name  and  tite  purpose  of  the  law ;  and  also  the 
first  ol^eots  to  wnich  the  law  was  applicable. 
The  Ei^sh  were  borrowers  of  every  thing 
connected  with  this  oode ;  and  it  is  absurd-  in 
us  to  borrow  fi*om  a  bonrower— to  copy  from 
a  copyist — when  we  have  the  original  lender 
and  the  original  text  before  us.  Bant/u*  and 
rvptat  eignmea  a  broken  bank ;  and  the  word 
hroim  is  not  metaphorical  bnt  literal,  and  is 
descriptive  of  the  ancient  method  of  cashiering 
an  insolvent  or  fhmdulent  banker,  by  turning 
him  out  of  the  exohange  or  market  plu»,  and 
breaHng  the  table  to  pieces  on  which  he  kin>t 
his  money  and  transacted  his  bu^ness.  The 
term  Itarm^t,  then,  ia  the  civil  law  from 
which  the  EDgliah  borrowed  it,  not  only  ap- 
plied to  bankers,  but  was  confined  to  them ;  and 
it  is  preposterous  in  ns  to  limit  ourselves  to  an 
Engli^  definition  of  a  dvil  law  term. 

Upon  this  exposition  of  our  own  constitution, 
and  of  the  civil  law  derivation  of  this  term  hank- 
rupt,  I  submit  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  is  not  limited  to  the  English  judicial  or 
statutory  acceptation  of  the  term;  and  so  I 
ftaieh  the  first  point  which  I  took  in  the  argu- 
ment The  next  point  is  more  compr^ensive, 
and  makes  a  direct  issue  with  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Massadrasetts,  (Mr.  Wkb- 
STBB.)  His  proportion  is,  that  we  most  confine 
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our  bai^rnpt  legislation  to  the  usual  objecta, 
the  osnal  sabjecte,  and  the  usoal  purposes  of 
bankmpt  laws  in  England ;  and  that  oorrencj 
(meaning  paper  money  and  shin-plasters  of 
conrse)  and  banks  and  banking,  are  not  within 
the  scope  of  that  legi^tion.  I  take  issne,  sir, 
upon  all  these  points,  and  am  read;  to  go  with 
l^e  Senator  to  England,  and  to  contest  them, 
one  by  one,  on  the  evidences  of  English  histo- 
ry, of  En^sh  statute  law,  and  of  Englidi  Jn- 
decision.  I  say  £ii^;liah;  for  although 
the  Senator  did  not  mention  England,  yet  he 
oonld  mean  nothing  else,  in  his  reference  to  the 
vsnal  objects,  nsaaTHubieotB,  and  usual  purposes 
of  bankrupt  laws.  He  could  mean  nothing 
dse.  He  must  mean  the  English  examples  and 
the  English  practice,  or  nothug^:  and  he  is  not 
a  person  to  speak,  and  mean  nothing. 

Protesting  agunst  this  voyage  across  the 
high  seas,  I  nevertheless  will  make  it,  and  will 
.ask  the  Senator  on  what  act  out  of  the*8cores 
which  Parliament  has  passed  upon  this  subject, 
or  on  what  period,  out  of  the  five  hundred 
years  that  she  has  been  legislating  upon  it,  will 
he  fix  for  his  example !  Or,  whether  he  will 
ohooee  to  view  the  whole  together ;  and  out  of 
tiie  vast  chaotic  and  heterMjeneons  mass,  extract 
a  general  power  which  Padiament  possesses, 
and  which  he  proposes  fur  oor  exempm  ?  For 
myself,  I  am  agreed  to  consider  the  question 
under  the  whole  or  under  either  of  these  as- 
pects, and,  relying  on  the  goodness  of  the  cause, 
expect  a  safe  deuverancefrcou  the  otmtest,  take 
it  in  any  way. 

And  first,  as  to  the  acts  passed  upon  this  snb- 
ject :  great  is  tiieir  number,  and  most  dissimi- 
lar their  provisions.  For  the  first  two  hun- 
dred years,  these  acts  applied  to  none  but  aliens, 
and  a  single  class  of  aliens,  and  only  for  a 
single  act,  that  of  flying  the  realm  to  avoid 
thmr  creditors.  Then  they  were  made  to  ap- 
ply to  all  debtors,  whether  natives  or  foreigneta, 
engaged  in  trade  or  not,  and  took  effect  for 
three  acts:  1st.  Flying  the  realm ;  2d.  Keeping 
tlie  house  to  avoid  creditors:  8d.  Taking  sanc- 
tnary  in  a  church  to  avoid  arrest.  For  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  years — ^to  be  precise,  for 
two  hundred  and  twenty  years— bankruptcy 
was  only  treated  crinunally,  and  directed  agunst 
those  who  would  not  face  their  creditors,  or 
abide  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  the  remedies 
against  them  were  not  civil,  but  criminal ;  it 
was  not  a  distribution  of  tiie  effects,  but  corpo- 
ral punishment,  to  wit :  imprisonment  and  out- 
lawry.* The  statute  of  Elizabeth  was  the  first 
Hiat  confined  the  law  to  merchants  and  traders, 
took  in  the  unfortnnate  as  well  as  the  criminal, 
extended  the  acts  of  bankmptoy  to  InaUlity  as 


"Wherou  divers  Aod  snnd^  p«noni  enftllr  obtalMd 
Into  their  huidi  gntt  Balwtuico'Of  other  ax«in  goods,  do 
■nddenl^  flee  to  puts  unluiowii,  or  keep  their  bouses,  not 
minding  to  pay  or  restore  to  aaj  of  their  eredltora,  tbeir 
debts  and  dQtie^  but  at  their  own  wllb  and  own  pleaanroa 
coDeame  the  snDstance  obtalnedlqrwedltof  oUm  ina,&r 
their  awn  Dleasnres  and  dellort*  BTlaft  aiptait  alltMHn, 
•lat^,  ond  good  couadonco,* 


tOcrouB,  18S7. 

well  as  to  disindinatioQ  to  pay,  discriminated 
between  innocent  and  fraudulent  bankruptcy, 
and  gave  to  OToditors  the  remedial  right  to  a 
distribution  of  effects.  This  statute  opened  the 
door  to  judicial  constmotioo,  end  the  Judges 
went  to  work  to  define  by  decisions,  who  were 
traders,  and  what  acts  constituted  the  feet,  or 
showed  an  intent  to  delay  or  to  defrand  creditors. 
In  making  these  decisions,  the  judges  reached 
high  enough  to  get  hold  of  royal  companies, 
and  low  enough  to  get  hold  <n  ahoemaken; 
tiie  latter  upon  the  ground  that  tbey  boi^^ 
the  leather  out  of  whioh  th^  made  the  shoes; 
and  they  even  had  a  most  learned  consultation 
to  decide  whether  a  man  who  was  a  landlord 
for  dogs,  and  bought  dead  horses  for  his  four- 
legged  boardera,  and  then  sold  the  skins  and 
bones  of  the  horse  carcases  he  had  bought,  was 
not  a  trader  within  the  meaning  of  the  act,  and 
so  subject  to  the  statute  of  bwkrupts.  These 
decisions  of  the  judges  set  the  Parhament  to 
work  again  to  preclude  Judicial  constructions 
by  the  precision,  negatively  and  affirmatively, 
of  le^slative  enactment.  But,  worse  and  worse  1 
Out  of  the  ^ing-pan  into  the  fire.  The  mora 
leg^dalicm  the  more  ccmstraetion ;  iha  nun 
statutes  FarUunent  made,  the  mmre  nummu 
and  more  varions  the  Judical  ded^ms;  until, 
besides  merchants  and  traders^  near  forfy  oflwr 
descriptions  of  persons  were  included,  and  the 
catalogue  of  bankruptcy  acts,  innocent  or  fraud- 
ulent, is  Bwdled  to  a  length  which  requires 
whole  pf^s  to  centain  it.  Among  those  irbo 
are  now  mduded  by  statutory  enactmoit  in 
England,  leaving  out  the  great  classes  compre- 
hended under  the  names  of  merchants  and  trad- 
ers, are  bankers,  brokers,  factors,  and  scriieB- 
ers;  insurers  a^inst  perils  by  sea  and  Isnd; 
warehousemen,  wharfingers,  packers,  bnildeia, 
carpenters,  shipwrights,  and  victuallers ;  keep- 
ers of  inns,  hotels,  taverns,  and  co^e-housei; 
dyers,  printers,  bleachers,  fullers,  calendann^ 
sellers  ot  catue  or  sheep ;  commisaoi  mff- 
chants  and  oonsignoes ;  and  the  aguits  of  aH 
these  classes.  These  are  the  affirmative  d^iri- 
tions  of  the  classes  liable  to  bankmpt^  in 
England ;  then  come  the  native ;  and  mcaig 
these  are  farmers,  graziers,  and  common  kbo^ 
ers  for  hire ;  the  receivers  general  of  the  ling's 
taxes,  and  members  or  subscribers  to  any  in- 
corporated companies  established  by  charter 
act  of  Parliament.  And  among  these  n^atin 
and  affirmative  exclusions  and  inclonons,  there 
are  many  classes  which  have  repeatedly  chang- 
ed position,  and  found  themselves  sncces^Tur 
in  and  out  of  the  bankrupt  code.  Now,  in  all 
this  mass  of  variant  and  contradictory  Ic^isls- 
tioD,  what  part  of  it  will  the  Suutor  from 
Uassaohusetts  select  for  his  model  I  The  im- 

S roved,  and  iq>proTed  parts,  to  be  surel  Bnt 
ere  a  barrier  presents  itself—an  ImpasatUe 
wall  interposes — a  veto  power  intervenes.  Tor 
it  so  happens  that  the  improvements  in  the 
British  bankrupt  code,  those  parts  of  It  which 
are  considered  best,  and  most  worthy  of  our 
imitation,  are  of  modem  orifpn— tiie  oeatiotf 
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of  the  last  fifty  years — aotoally  made  riAce 
the  date  of  onr  constitutioQ ;  and,  therefore, 
not  within  the  pale  of  its  porriew  and  meaning. 
Tea,  sir,  made  siuoe  {he  eetabtiahmoit  of  oar 
otmstitation,  and,  therefore^  not  to  be  tnolnded 
witUn  its  oontemplatioii,  nnleaa  this  doctrine 
of  searehing  into  BHtish  statates  for  the  mean- 
ing of  our  oonstita^nf  Is  to  make  us  search 
forwards  to  the  end  of  the  British  empire,  as 
w«Il  as  search  backwards  to  its  be^nning. 
Fact  Is,  that  the  actual  bankmpt  code  of  Great 
Britun — the  one  that  preserves  all  that  la  raln- 
able,  that  oonsolidates  all  that  is  preserved,  and 
improves  all  that  Is  Improvable,  is  an  act  of 
most  recent  date — of  the  reign  of  George  the 
Foorth,  and  not  yet  a  dozen  years  old.  Here, 
(ben,  in  going  back  to  England  for  a  model,  we 
are  cat  off  from  her  improvements  in  the  bank- 
rupt code,  and  confined  to  take  it  as  it  stood 
under  the  r^gn  of  the  flantageneta,  the  Stu- 
artB,  wad  the  eariier  reigns  of  the  Bnmswiok 
sovere^ns.  This  should  be  a  oondderat^, 
■nd  somoiently  weighty  to  turn  the  scale  In 
ftror  of  lookiog  to  our  own  oonstitntion  ahme 
for  the  extent  and  oiroomsoription  of  our 
powers. 

Bat  let  us  continue  this  disoossion  upon  prin- 
dples  of  British  example  and  British  legisla- 
tion. We  must  go  to  £ngland  for  one  or  two 
things ;  either  for  a  case  in  point,  to  be  found 
in  some  statnte,  or  a  general  svtfaority,  to  be 
extracted  from  a  general  practice.  Take  it 
either  way,  or  both  ways,  and  I  am  ready  and 
able  to  vindicate,  upon  British  precedents,  onr 
perfect  right  to  enact  a  bankmpt  law,  limited 
m  its  ^pucation  to  banks  and  baiters.  And 
first,  for  a  case  in  point,  that  is  to  say,  anl^ 
Hsh  statnte  of  bwikruptcy,  Itndted  to  these 
lords  of  the  purse-strings :  we  have  it  at  once, 
in  the  first  act  ever  pa^ed  on  the  subject — the 
act  of  the  80th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Third,  against  me  Lombard  Jews.  Everybody 
knows  uiat  these  Jews  were  bankers,  asnally 
formed  into  companies,  who,  issuing  from  Ven- 
ice, Milan,  iond  other  parts  of  Italy,  spread  over 
the  south  and  west  of  Eorope,  dnring  the  mid- 
dle ages,  and  established  themselves  in  every 
coantry  and  city  in  which  the  dawn  of  reviving 
civilizaUon,  and  the  germ  of  returning  indns- 
try^  gave  employment  to  money,  and  laid  the 
foanoatioQ  of  credit  They  came  to  London  as 
early  as  the  tliirteenth  oentnty,  and  nave  tibeir 
name  to  a  street  which  still  retains  it,  as  wdl 
as  it  stiO  retains  the  partioular  occupation,  and 
the  pecnliar  reoutaoon,  which  the  Lombard 
Jews  establidiea  for  it.  The  first  law  ag^st 
bankrupts  w&c  passed  in  England,  was  against 
the  banking  company  composed  of  these  Jews, 
and  omiflnea  ezclosively  to  them.  It  remuned 
in  f<»«e  two  hundred  years,  without  any  alter- 
ation whatevw,  and  was  nothing  but  the  ap- 
plication of  the  law  of  their  own  country  to 
these  bankers  in  the  country  of  their  sojonrn- 
ment — the  Italian  law,  founded  upon  the  civil 
law,  and  called  in  Italy  banco  rotto^  broken 
hank.  It  is  in  direct  reference  to  these  Jews, 


and  this  application  of  the  exotic  bankmpt  law 
to  them,  that  8ir  Edward  Coke,  in  his  insti- 
tutes, takes  occasion  to  say  that  both  the  name 
and  the  wickedness  of  bankraptcy  vrere  of 
foreim  origin,  and  had  been  Inwng^t  into  Eog* 
land  ttom  foreign  puts.  It  was  enacted  nndor 
the  reign  of  one  of  the  most  glorloiu  (tf  the 
En^ish  princes— a  r^^  as  mniui  distinguished 
for  the  beneficence  of  its  dvU  administration  as 
for  the  splendor  of  its  military  achievements. 
This  art  of  itself  is  a  fhll  answer  to  the  whole 
objection  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts. It  shows  that,  even  in  Inland,  a  bank- 
rupt law  has  been  confined  to  a  single  class  of 
persons,  and  that  class  a  banking  company. 
And  here  I  woiild  be  willing  to  close  my  speech 
upon  a  compromise — a  compromise  founded  in 
reason  and  reciprocity,  and  invested  with  the 
equitable  mantle  of  a  mutual  concee^on.  It  is 
this :  if  we  must  follow  Endlsh  precedents,  let 
us  fidlow  them  chronologically  and  orderly. 
Let  iu  b^in  at  the  bes^iminft  and  take  them 
as  they  rise,  GItb  me  a  bannvpt  law  for  two 
hundred  years  against  hanks  and  nankers;  and, 
after  that,  make  another  for  mmhants  and 
traders. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Wkb- 
bteb)  has  emphatically  demanded,  how  the 
bankrupt  power  could  be  f^ly  exercised  by 
seizing  on  corporations  and  bankers,  and  ex- 
cluding all  the  other  usual  sul:{]ects  of  bankmpt 
laws  ?  I  answer,  by  following  the  example  of 
that  England  to  which  he  has  conducted  us ; 
by  copying  the  act  of  the  80th  of  Edward  the 
Third ;  by  going  bat^  to  that  reign  of  heroism, 
patriotism,  and  wisdom ;  that  reign  in  which 
tiie  monarch  aoqnired  aa  rnneh  glory  ftom  his 
domestie  poli<^  as  from  Us  foreu;n  conquests ; 
that  reign  In  which  the  aoqnifl&on  of  dyers 
and  weavers  from  Flanders,  ue  observance  of 
law  and  Instice  and  the  encouragement  given 
to  agriculture  and  manufitctures,  conferred  more 
benefit  upon  the  kingdom,  and  more  glory  up- 
on the  king,  than  the  s^endid  victories  of 
Poictiers,  Aginoonrt,  and  Greasy. 

But  the  Senator  may  not  be  willing  to  yield 
to  this  example,  this  case  in  point,  drawn  from 
his  own  fonntiUn,  and  precisely  up  to  the  exi- 
gency of  the  occarion.  He  may  want^  some- 
thing more,  and  he  shall  have  it  I  will  now 
take  the  question  upon  Its  broadest  bottom  and 
fiillest  merits.  I  will  go  to  the  Question  of 
general  power — the  point  of  geonvl  anttuni^ 
— exemplified  by  the  general  practice  of  the 
British  PaiiUunent,  for  five  hundred  years,  over 
the  whole  subject  of  bankmptcy.  I  will  try 
the  qaestion  upon  this  basis ;  and  here  I  lay 
down  the  proposition,  that  this  five  hundred 
years  of  parliamentaiy  l^slation  on  bank- 
ruptcy establishes  the  point  of  full  anthority  in 
the  British  Parliunent  to  act  as  it  pleased  on 
the  entire  sul^ect  of  l>ankmptcies.  This  is  my 
proposition;  and,  when  it  is  proved,  I  shall 
cUdm  from  those  who  carry  me  to  England  for 
authority,  the  same  amount  of  power  over  the 
subject  which  the  BritiBh  Parliament  has  been 
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in  the  haUt  of  exerdduL  Nov,  what  is  the 
«ztent  of  that  power?  aa^vOj  for  me,  I,  who 
have  to  snMutt,  withottt  any  inoUnation  for  the 
task ;  still  more  hiqvpUy  for  those  who  hare  to 
hear  me,  peradTeattu«  withont  profit  or  pleaa- 
tire ;  happily  for  both  parties,  my  propo^tioa 
.  is  already  proved,  partly  by  what  I  bave  pr»- 
Tionely  advanced,  and  folly  by  what  every 
Senator  knows.  I  have  already  shown  the 
praotiee  of  Parliament  upon  this  sabject,  that 
it  has  altered  and  changed,  contracted  and  en- 
larged, pnt  in  and.left  out,  abolished  and  creat- 
ed, pracisely  as  it  ^eased.  I  have  already 
shown,  in  tny  rapid  view  of  English  legislation 
on  this  snlyect,  that  the  Parliament  exercised 
idenarr  power  and  nnlinuted  authority  over 
every  Dianeh  of  the  banknwt  qnestion ;  that 
it  oonflned  the  action  of  the  Muucmpt  lawa  to 
ft  sin^  olass  of  persons,  or  extended  it  to  many 
dasses;  that  it  was  sometimes  confined  to 
Awdgnera,  then  applied  to  natives,  and  that 
now  it  comprehends  natives,  aliens,  denizens, 
and  women ;  that  at  one  time  all  debtors  were 
snli^ect  to  it;  then  none  hot  merchants  and 
traders;  and  now,  beddes  merchants  and 
traders,  a  lonft  list  of  persons  who  have  noth- 
ii^  to  do  with  trade ;  that  at  one  time  bank- 
mptoy  was  treated  criminally,  and  its  object 
pnnluied  corporeally,  while  now  it  is  a  remedial 
measare  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors,  and 
the  relief  oi  trnfortonate  debtors ;  and  that  the 
acts  of  the  debtw  which  may  oonatitnte  him  a 
bankrupt,  have  been  enlaraed  from  three  or 
{bar  glaring  misdeeds,  to  so  long  a  catalogue  of 
actions,  divided  into  the  heads  of  innocmt  and 
finandolent;  oonstroctive  and  positive;  inten- 
tional  and  nnintentiraal;  volantary  and  forced ; 
that  n<«e  bnt  an  attorney,  with  book  ia  hand, 
can  pretend  to  enumerate  tbem.  All  this  has 
been  shown ;  and,  from  all  this,  it  is  incontest- 
able that  Pariiament  can  do  just  what  it  pleases 
on  the  snbject ;  and,  therefore,  onr  Oongrees, 
if  referred  to  England  for  its  powers,  can  do 
jost  what  it  pleases  also.  And  tbos,  whether 
we  go  by  the  words  of  oar  own  constitution, 
by  a  partioolar  example  in  Eng^d,  or 
dedaee  a  general  anthoritr  from  the  general 
practice  of  that  conntry,  the  resolt  is  still  the 
same :  we  luive  authority  to  Un^t,  if  we  please, 
onr  bankrupt  law  to  the  dn^e  dasa  of  banks 
and  bankers. 

The  Senator  from  Massachasetts  (Hr.  Wxn- 
8TKB)  demands  whether  bankrupt  laws  or^- 
narily  extend  to  corporations,  meaning  moneyed 
corporations.  I  am  free  to  answer  that,  in 
point  of  fact^  they  do  not  But  why?  because 
tiiey  onght  not !  or  because  these  corporations 
have  yet  been  powerfol  enough,  or  fortnnate 
enough,  to  keep  their  necks  out  of  that  noose  ? 
Certainly  the  Utter.  It  is  the  power  of  these 
DKmeyed  corporations  in  England,  and  their 
good  fortune  in  our  America,  whitdi,  enabling 
uem  to  gra^  all  advantages  on  one  hand,  and 
to  remise  all  poidtiee  rat  the  other,  has  enabled 
tium  to  obtun  exmas  rtatotory  exemption 
from  baakmpt  MaMllttM  in  Eng^d,  and  to 
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e8o^&  thna  &r,  fr<»n  mnilar  liabilitiea  in  tlie 
United  States.  This,  air,  is  history,  and  not 
invective ;  it  is  &ct,  and  not  assertiott;  and  I 
will  ^teedily  refresh  the  Senatw^a  mmmft 
and  bnng  bun  to  recollect  why  it  is,  in  point  ot 
fact,  that  bankrupt  laws  do  not  nsoally  extend 
to  these  oorpOTations.  And,  first,  let  as  look 
to  Eodand,  that  great  exemplar,  whose  evfl 
examples  we  are  so  prtnnpt,  whose  good  ones 
we  are  so  slow,  to  imitate.  How  stands  tUs 

aaestion  of  corporation  nnliability  th^  9  By 
le  judicial  construction  of  the  statute  of  Eliza- 
beth, the  partners  in  all  incorporated  companies 
were  held  subject  to  the  bankrupt  law ;  and, 
under  this  construction,  a  commisskm  of  bank- 
rupt was  ismed  agabut  Sir  John  WdsttnbolBHL 
a  gentleman  of  large  fortune,  who  hadsdvaaoed 
a  sum  of  money  on  an  adventnie  hi  the  East 
India  Oompany's  trade.  The  issoe  of  tiiia  can* 
mission  was  affirmed  by  the  Coort  oC  Kin^ 
Bench ;  bnt  this  happened  to  take  place  in  tu 
reign  of  Oharlea  the  Second — that  rca^  dniog 
which  so  littie  is  found  worthy  of  imitation  k 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain — and  ioini*- 
diately  two  acts  of  Parliamokt  were  passed,  me 
to  annol  the  jadgment  of  the  Coart  <^ 
Bench  in  the  case  of  Sir  John  Wolstenlidme, 
and  the  other  to  prevent  any  snch  jndgmcails 
from  being  given  in  fsture.  Here  are  oofw 
of  the  two  acts: 

Urtt  aet,  to  onmd  (kt  ji^tgrneiO. 
"  Whereas  s  verdict  and  judgment  was  bod  in  At 
Easter  term  of  the  King's  Besdi,  whereby  Sir  Jolo 
Wolstenhohne,  knif^t,  and  adventurer  In  the  Eut 
India  Company,  was  found  liable  to  a  comnuodoii  of 
bankrupt  only  for,  and  by  reason  of,  a  share  riudr 
he  had  In  the  joint  stock  of  swd  company:  Ifov, 
Ac,  Be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  judgment  be  n- 
Tenei,  annulled,  vacated,  and  for  nought  held,"  kc. 

Second  act,  to  prevent  mtK  judgmtnim  in  fvtwn. 

"That whereas  divers  noblemen  tasA  geuUona, 
and  penons  of  quality,  no  ways  bted  up  to  toade,  da 
often  put  in  greatstodm  of  money  faitotbe  East  lufii 
and  Guinea  Company :  Be  it  enacted.  That  no  p«- 
BODS  adveBtuma  for  putting  in  moaej  or  awnoiB* 
dise  into  the  sidd  companies,  or  for  ventolins  «r 
TPiit»«glng  fishing  trade,  called  the  royal  uuig 
trade,  sluul  be  reputed  or  taken  to  be  a  mcxiiaiA  W 
trader  within  any  statutes  for  bankrupts." 

Thus,  and  for  these  reasons,  vera  diarleni 

oompanies  and  their  members  exempted  froa 
the  bankropt  penalties,  under  the  disaoiute  reiga 
of  Ofaarles  the  Second.  It  was  not  the  pova 
of  the  corporations  at  that  time— fw  tiie  B»k 
oC  England  was  not  then  chartered,  and  tbs 
East  India  Company  had  not  then  oonqoend 
India — wliiofa  oooasioned  this  exonption;  bnt 
it  was  to  favor  the  dignified  bharaoters  who 
enfptged  in  the  trade — noWemen,  gentkmen, 
and  persons  of  qoali^.  But,  afterwards^  wboi 
the  Bank  of  Ei^and  had  beoome  almost  the 
Government  of  England,  and  when  the  E«t 
India  Oompany  had  acquired  tiie  dtmldamv 
theGreat  Moipil,  an  setofFarliaiMntaxpna^ 
declared  that  no  member  of  any  inooipanm 
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oompany,  ohaitered  bj .  aot  of  Parliament, 
ihoiild  be  liable  to  become  banlcmpt.  This  ant 
was  passed  in  the  reign  of  George  the  Fourth, 
Then  th«  WeUington  mlnis^  was  in  power, 
snd  vban  libenl  prindples  voA  hmntn  rights 
wen  at  the  laat  gasp.  So  mocai  Ibr  these  cor- 
pOTaticHi  exempunns  in  England;  and  if  the 
SeMter  ftom  Miusadraaetts  finds  any  thing  in 
Boeh  instancM  worthy  of  imitation,  let  bim 
stand  forth  and  proclaim  it. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  am  not  yet  done  with  my  answer 
to  this  question:  do  snch  laws  ordinarily  extend' 
to  corporations  at  all?  I  answer,  most  decid- 
edly, tnat  they  dot  that  they  ^ply  in  England 
to  ail  the  corporations,  except  those  roedally 
excepted  1^  the  act  of  George  the  Fourth ;  and 
these  are  few  in  nnmber,  thongh  great  in  power 
— fowerfol,  bat  few — ^nothing  bnt  units  to  myr- 
iads compared  to  those  wbit^  are  not  excepted. 
The  woras  of  that  act  are:  "Member  o(  or 
•nbeoiiber  to,  any  Inooipmted  oommerdal  or 
trading  cmnpanies,  eatMdfdied  by  chartw  act 
oC  Faniuwnt"  "Hieee  words  ont  off  at  once 
die  many  ten  thoaaand  corpwations  in  the 
BrMsb  empire  existing  by  prescription,  or  in- 
eorponited  by  letters  patent  from  t}ie  King ; 
aod  4li0B  they  cat  off  all  those  even  chartered 

aot  of  Pariiament,  which  are  not  commercial 
or  trading  in  their  nature.  This  saves  bnt  a 
few  ont  of  the  hnndriads  of  thoosands  of  cor- 
porations which  abound  in  Eagland,  Scotland, 
Wales,  and  Ireland.  It  saves,  or  rather  con- 
firms, the  exemption  of  the  Bank  of  Eo^and, 
which  is  a  trader  in  money,  and  it  ooimrms, 
adso,  the  exemption  of  the  East  IncUa  Oom- 
pany,  wlUeh  is,  in  contemplation  <tf  law  at  least, 
a  eommerdal  company :  and  it  saves  or  exempts 
a  tew  otlierB  derinng  diartera  of  Incorporation 
from  Parliament ;  bnt  it  leaves  saljeot  to  the 
law  the  whole  wildemeas  of  corporations,  of 
which  there  are  thonsands  in  London  alone, 
wlteh  derive  from  prescription  or  letters  pat- 
ent; and  It  also  leaves  subject  to  the  same 
laws  all  tiie  corporations  created  by  charter  act 
of  ^tfUament,  whfoh  are  not  commercial  or 
trading.  The  words  of  the  act  are  very  peon- 
liar — "charter  act  of  Parliament;"  so  that 
corporations  by  a  general  law,  without  a  special 
ftlivter  act,  are  not  included  in  the  exemption. 
This  answer,  added  to  what  has  been  previously 
Mid,  most  be  a  snffl<^t  r^y  to  the  Senators 
question,  wliMher  bankrupt  lows  ordinarily 
extend  to  ooqKin^oiHt  Esr,  out  of  the  myriad 
^  corporations  fa  Oreat  Britain,  tihe  bankrapt 
law  extends  to  tiie  whol^  exeept  some  half 
Amen  or  doxen. 

So  much  for  the  exemption  of  these  corpora- 
tions in  England ;  now  for  our  America.  We 
■ever  had  bat  one  banlnupt  law  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  for  the  snort  period  of  three 
or  foar  years.  It  was  passed  under  the  admin- 
istration the  elder  Mr.  AdanuL  and  repealed 
tinder  Mr.  Jefferson.  It  oopied  the  EjigHsh 
acts  including  among  the  subjects  of  bank- 
mptey,  bankers,  bRMcers,  and  Actors.  Oor- 
pmaticHis  were  not  indudflid;  and  it  is  probdiie 
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that  no  question  was  raised  about  them,  as,  up 
to  that  time,  their  number  was  few,  and  their 
o<mditot  generally  good.  But,  at  a  later  date, 
the  enaotment  a  bankn^  law  was  again 
attemiKtedinonrOongress;  and,  at  that  period, 
the  multiplication  and  the  miscwduct  of  banlra 
presented  them  to  the  minds  (tf  many  as  proper 
sulfjeots  for  the  application  of  the  law ;  I  ^eak 
of  the  bill  of  1827,  tomfdit  into  the  Senate 
and  lost.  That  bill,  like  ul  previous  laws  since 
tiie  time  of  George  II.,  was  made  applicable  to 
bankers,  brokers,  and  factors.  A  Senator  from 
North  Oarolina  (Mr.  Bbaitoh)  moved  to  include 
banking  corpoiatioas.  The  motion  was  lost, 
there  Iwing  but  twelve  votes  for  it;  but  in  this 
twelve  there  were  some  whose  names  must  cany 
weight  to  any  cause  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached. The  twelve  were,  Measrs.  Bwton, 
Benton,  Branch,  Oobb,  Dickmon,  Heodrioka, 
Uacon,  KoUe,  Bandol^  Beed,  Smitt  of  South 
Oarolina,  and  White.  The  whole  Ot  &e  MnudB 
of  the  bill,  twenty-one  in  number,  voted  against 
the  pK^iodtioD,  (the  present  OUef  Maf^trate 
in  the  number,)  and  for  the  obvious  reason, 
with  some,  of  not  encumbering  the  measure 
they  were  so  anxious  to  carry,  by  patting  into 
it  a  new  and  imtried  provinon.  And  thus 
stands  oar  own  legislation  on  tiiis  sabjeet.  In 
point  of  fact,  then,  chartered  corporations  have 
thus  fiur  escaped  bankrapt  pentdties,  both  in 
England  and  in  oar  America ;  but  ought  they 
to  continue  to  escape?  This  is  the  qnestioih— 
this  the  trae  and  important  inqidry,  which  is 
now  to  occupy  the  public  mind. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  Qb.  Wxfr- 
steb)  says  the  object  of  bankrupt  lawa  has  no 
reIatl<Hi  to  cnrreu^y ;  that  their  oUeet  is  simply 
to  distrilinte  the  eroote  of  insolveiit  debtois 
among  their  creditors.  So  says  the  Senator, 
but  what  says  history !  What  says  the  practice 
of  Great  Britun !  I  will  show  you  what  it 
says,  and  for  that  purpose  will  read  a  passage 
from  MoCnlloh's  notes  on  Smith's  Wealth  of 
Kationa.   He  says : 

"  In  1814-' lS,aDd  *16,  no  fewttthan  S40conutfT 
banks  stopped  paymoit,  and  i^ety-tvo  eommiflslons 
of  bankruptcy  were  issued  against  these  establish- 
ments, being  «t  the  rate  of  one  commlB^on  against 
every  seven  and  a  half  of  the  total  number  of  coun- 
try banks  exlstbig  hi  1818." 

Two  hundred  and  forty  stopped  paymntt  at 
one  dash,  and  ninety-two  subjected  to  c(Hnmis- 
sions  of  bankraptoy.  They  were  not  indeed 
chartered  banks,  for  there  are  none  such  in 
England,  except  the  Bank  of  England;  but  they 
were  legalized  establishments,  existing  under 
the  first  joint-stock  bank  act  of  1708,  and  they 
were  banks  of  issue.  Yet  tiiey  were  Bubjeoted 
to  the  bankrapt  laws,  ninety-two  of  them  in  a 
single  season  of  bank  catalep^ ;  their  bn^ea 
"  promises  to  pay  "  were  taken  out  of  circula- 
tion ;  thor  doors  dosed ;  their  direotms  and 
officers  turned  out;  their  whole  effects,  real 
and  personal,  their  money,  debts,  books,  pa- 
per, and  every  thin^  pvt  wto  the  hands  m  J»> 
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and  to  tiieie  asrignees,  the  holden  of 
^eir  nbtcB  forwarded  thdr  demands^  and  were 
paid,  everj  one  In  eqnal  proportion— as  the 
dbbtB  of  the  bank  were  ooUeotedf  and  ita  ^ota 
oonTerted  into  money;  and  this  without  ex- 
pense or  trouble  to  anv  one  of  them.  Ninety- 
two  banks  in  England  shared  this  &te  in  a 
aingle  season  of  bank  mortally ;  fire  hnndred 
more  conld  be  ennmerated  in  other  seasons, 
many  of  them  snperior  in  real  ciy}ltalf  credit, 
and  otrcnlation,  to  onr  famous  chartered  banks, 
most  of  which  are  banks  of  moonshine,  bnilt 
npon  each  other^s  paper,  and  the  whole  ready 
to  ily  sky-high  the  moment  any  one  of  the 
oonoern  becomes  sufficiently  inflated  to  burst. 
The  it^TTiAfi^tA  eflbot  of  this  application  of  the 
bankropt  laws  to  banka  in  Engtwid,  ia  two-fold : 
first,  to  Bare  the  general  oorrenoy  mm  depredft* 
by  stopping  the  Issue  and  dronlation  of  ir^ 
ittdMmabfe  notes ;  secondly,  to  do  eqnal  jnstioe 
to  all  creators,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor, 
present  and  abeent,  the  widow  and  the  or- 
phan, as  well  as  the  canning  and  the  powerAd, 
by  distributing  their  effects  in  proportionate 
amounts  to  all  who  hold  demands.  This  is  the 
operation  of  bankmpt  laws  upon  banks  in  Eng- 
land,  and  all  over  the  British  empire;  and  it 
happens  to  be  the  pre<»se  check  npon  the  issue 
of  oroken  bank  paper,  and  the  precise  remedy 
for  the  iqinred  holders  of  their  dishonored 
pmer,  which  the  Prendentreoomoaaida.  Here 
18  oia  recommendation,  lirten  to  it: 

"  la  the  mean  time,  it  ia  oar  duty  to  provide  all  the 
remedies  against  a  depredated  ■paper  currency  which 
tiie  oOQstitution  enables  ua  to  affcnrd.  The  Treasury 
Department,  on  sereral  former  oooaakma,  has  sug- 
Mstod  the  profH^ety  and  importance  of  a  uniform 
kir  concerning  baoktnptdes  of  corporationa  and 
other  bankers.  Through  the  instrumentality  of  such 
a  law,  a  salutary  check  may  doubtless  be  inqxieed  on 
the  iames  of  p^Mr  money,  and  an  effoetoal  remedy 
given  to  the  citizen,  in  a  at  once  equal  in  aU 
parts  the  Union,  and  fully  anthorixod  iT^the  con- 
Btitution." 

The  Senator  frOm  Hasaaohneetts  says  he 
would  not,  intentionally,  do  li^nstice  to  the 
ICessage  or  ita  author ;  and  donbtiess  he  is  not 
consoions  oi  violating  that  beneToleut  deter- 
miaslion ;  bnt  here  la  injustice,  both  to  tlie 
Ueasage  and  to  its  author ;  iqjostice  In  not 
gooting  the  ICessage  as  it  is,  and  showing  that 
tt  mwpoeea  a  remedy  to  the  citizen,  as  well  as 
a  week  upon  insolvent  Issues ;  iujustice  to  the 
author  in  denying  that  the  object  of  bankmpt 
laws  has  any  relation  to  currency,  when  history 
shows  that  these  laws  are  the  actual  instrument 
for  regulating  and  pnriiyiDg  the  whole  loc^ 
paper  currency  of  the  entire  British  empire, 
and  saving  that  country  from  the  frauds,  losses, 
impontions,  and  demoralization  of  an  irredeem- 
SMB  paper  nKHi«7. 

The  Senator  from  Haaaachnsetta  says  the 
dl^eet  of  bankmpt  lawa  baa  no  relatim  to  cur- 
rent. H  be  meana  bard-mon^  ourrencj,  I 
agree  wUh  bim ;  but  If  be  meana  bank  notes, 
aa  I  jni  nre  ho  doe%  then  I  point  falm  to  the 


Brttiah  baD]tnq|>t  eode^  which  ap[dies  to  ererj 
bank  of  iaeoe  in  the  British  ^pire,  exc^  tiit 
Bank  of  England  itself  and  tbe  few  otkm 
four  or  fire  in  number,  whUsk  are  incorpwatw 
by  diarter  acts.  All  the  joint  stock  baidu,  iB 
the  private  banks,  all  the  bankers  Englui^ 
Scotland,  Wales,  and  Ireland,  are  solyeot  to  tiM 
law  of  bankruptcy.   Hany  of  these  estdi^ 
ments  are  of  great  capit^  and  credit;  sonw 
having  hundreds,  or  even  thousands  of  part- 
ners ;  and  many  of  them  having  ten,  or  tvcii* 
ty,  or  thirty,  and  some  even  {(xtj  brsnotiea. 
They  are  almost  the  exclusive  fhrmabers  of  tlu 
local  and  common  bank-note  correocy;  the 
Bank  of  England  notes  being  chiefly  used  in 
the  great  dwafor  lai^  merautOaaad  Govern- 
ment payments.  Time  jolnt-atook  Uakt,  pri- 
vate oompaniea,  and  indiridnal  bankos  are^ 
practically,  in  the  British  emptie  vhat  the 
local  banks  are  in  Uie  United  States.  Tb^ 
perform  the  same  fiinotiona,  and  differ  in  nune 
only ;  not  in  substance  nor  in  ooDdod.  They 
hare  no  oharters,  but  they  have  a  'legaUied 
existence ;  they  are  not  oorporations,  bat  th^ 
are  allowed  by  law  to  act  in  a  body;  thej 
furnish  the  actual  paper  ourrency  of  Ut«  greit 
body  of  the  people  of  the  British  empire,  is 
much  so  as  our  local  banks  furnish  the  uuaaof 
p^>er  currency  to  the  pe<^le  of  the  Ciutel 
States.  They  have  had  twenty-^ur  nillioDi 
sterling  ((me  hundred  and  tweotj  nuUiou  tt 
dollars)  in  droulation  at  one  time;  asoionetriy 
equal  to  the  greatest  iaeoe  ever  known  In  the 
United  States,  and  mwe  than  equal  to  lb 
whole  bank-note  circulation  of  the  present  da;. 
They  are  all  subject  to  the  law  of  bankmpt?, 
and  thdr  twen^-fonr  milUous  sto'ling  <d  cur- 
rency along  wim  them ;  and  five  hundred  of 
them  have  beem  shut  up  and  wonnd  up  under 
commissions  of  banknptcy  in  the  last  Uxtj 
years ;  and  yet  the  Senator  fr«m  Maawtflhowtli 
mftffms  US  that  the  object  of  bankriqit  Im 
has  no  relation  to  oorrenoy  t 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  all  the  way  to 
England  to  find  bankrupt  lawa  having  rdsliiio 
to  currency.  The  act  passed  in  our  own  oosa- 
try,  about  forty  years  ago,  applied  to  bsntoi; 
the  bill  brought  into  the  House  of  BepreieBti- 
tives,  about  fifteen  years  ago,  by  a  gaDllmo 
then,  and  now,  a  Bepresentative  from  the 
of  Philadelplua,  (Mr.  Sbboxaht,)  also  appBed 
to  bankers;  aAd  tiie  bill  brought  into  tiis 
Senate,  ten  years  ago,  by  a  Senator  frcan  Swffl 
Oarolina,  not  now  a  member  of  this  bodj, 
(General  Hath*,)  still  applied  to  binken. 
These  bankers,  of  whom  there  were  maof  ui 
the  United  States,  and  of  whom  Gbsrd,  to  tw 
East,  and  Teatman  and  Woods,  in  the  West, 
were  the  most  oouMderable— these  bsnkeisMl 
issued  paper  money ;  they  all  issued  currewy. 
The  act,  then,  of  iVw,  if  it  had  continued  ■ 
fi>roe,  or  the  two  bills  just  referred  to,  if  tt^ 
had  become  law,  would  have  operated  np« 
tiiese  bankers  and  their  banks-wonld  ban 

attmped  l^eir  iBsnes,  and  put  tiieir 
menta  into  the  banda  of  aadgneee^  «nd  diatn»- 
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vied  their  efltots  among  their  <H«dltOTB.  This, 
oertaiidy,  voold  have  been  having  some  relation 
to  earrenoy :  m>  that,  even  with  our  limited  ee- 
aays  towaras  a  bankrupt  systMU,  we  have  scaled 
Hm  oat  works  of  Uie  banking  empire ;  we  have 
laid  bold  of  bankers,  bat  not  of  buJu ;  we  have 
reached  the  bank  of  Oirard,  bat  not  tiie  Gerard 
bank ;  we  have  applied  our  law  to  the  b«ik  of 
Yeatman  and  Woods,  bnt  not  to  the  rabble  of 
pet^  corporations  which  have  not  Uie  titiie  of 
their  capital  and  credit.  We  have  gone  as  far 
as  bankers,  bat  not  as  far  as  banks ;  and  now 
give  me  a  reason  for  ihe  difference.  Give  me 
a  leason  why  the  act  of  Ifsa  the  UU  of  Ifr. 
Baawartt  in  18B1,  and  tiie  bill  of  a«iieral 
BxtH^  in  168T,  Bhonld  not  indvde  banks  as 
weQ  as  bankers.  They  both  perform  the  same 
fiuction — that  of  iasolng  p^>er  oarrenoy.  They 
both  Involve  the  same  mischief  when  they 
■top  payment — that  of  afiSiotdng  the  oonntry 
wita  a  ciroalation  of  irredeemable  and  depre- 
dated paper  money.  They  are  both  callable 
in  the  same  mode,  and  in  the  same  degree ;  for 
tbey  are  both  violators  of  their  "  promises  to 
pay."  They  botii  exact  a  general  credit  from 
the  oommauity,  and  they  both  abase  that  credit. 
They  both  have  CTeditora,  and  they  both  have 
effects ;  and  these  creditors  have  as  maoh  right 
to  ft  pn  rata  dlstaribntion  of  the  effects  la  one 
oasfr  as  in  die  other.  Why,  tiien,  a  distinction 
fa  Civor  d  the  bank  V  Is  it  because  corporate 
bodies  are  soperior  to  natural  bodies!  bManse 
artifldal  b«agB  are  superior  to  natural  bdngst 
or,  rather,  is  it  not  becanae  oorporatinu  are 
aasomblsges  of  men,  and  assemblages  are  more 
poverfhl  than  lAngle  men ;  and,  ther^ore,  tiiese 
corporations,  in  addition  to  all  th^r  vast  priv- 
fleges,  are  also  to  have  tibe  privilege  of  being 
bankrupt,  and  afflicting  the  country  with  the 
evils  of  bankmptcy,  wUhoot  themselves  being 
subjected  to  the  laws  of  baokmptcy  t  Be  tiiis 
as  it  may — be  the  cause  what  it  will — the  deoree 
has  gone  forth  for  the  dedmon  of  the  onestion 
— ior  the  trial  of  theissoe— fortheTeraictand 
Judgment  upon  the  daim  of  the  banks.  They 
nave  many  privOages  «ad  enmptions  now,  axA 
tliey  have  the  bcuaaflt  of  all  laws  agidnst  the 
oommnnily.  They  pay  no  taxes ;  the  property 
of  the  Btockholdm  is  not  liable  for  their  debts : 
tbey  ne  their  debtors,  sell  their  property,  and 

Sot  titeir  bodies  in  J«L  They  have  the  priv- 
ege  of  stamping  p^>er  money:  the  privilege 
of  taking  Interast  upon  double,  treble,  and 
quadruple  their  aotuu  money.  They  put  up 
and  pot  down  the  price  of  '^perty,  labor,  and 
produce,  as  they  please.  They  have  the  mo- 
nopoly of  making  the  actual  correnc^.  They 
are  strong  enough  to  suppress  tiie  constitutional 
mon^,  and  to  force  their  own  paper  upon  the 
eommnni^,  and  then  to  redeem  it  or  not  as 
they  pleaseu  And  is  tt  to  be  tolerated,  that, 
in  admtion  to  all  these  privileges,  and  all  tiiese 
powers,  they  are  to  be  exempted  from  the  law 
of  bankruptcy?  the  only  law  of  which  they 
are  afraid,  and  the  only  <ne  which  can  jMoteet 
the  ooontry  against  mbe  InaoWflot  iiaiies,  and 
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give  a  fair  chance  for  payment  to  the  numwoos 
holders  of  their  violated  "  prondses  to  pay  1 " 
I  have  disoQBsed,  Hr.  President,  the  right  of 
OoQgress  to  apply  a  bankrupt  law  to  buikiog 
corporations ;  I  have  discussed  it  on  the  words 
of  oar  own  constitution,  on  the  practice  of 
England,  and  on  the  general  authority  of  Par- 
liament; and  on  each  and  every  ground,  as  I 
fully  believe,  vindicated  our  right  to  pass  the 
law.  The  right  Is  dear;  the  expe^enoy  ia 
manifest  and  glaring.  Of  all  the  objects  upon 
the  earth,  banks  of  circulation  are  the  fittest 
subjects  of  bankrupt  laws.  They  act  in  secret, 
and  they  exact  a  general  credit.  Nobody 
knows  tiieir  means,  yet  everybody  must  trust 
them.  ThOT  send  thdr  "  promises  to  pay  "  &r 
and  near.  They  posh  than  into  everybody's 
hands ;  they  make  them  small  to  go  into  snuU 
hand»— into  the  hands  of  the  laborer,  the 
widow,  the  hdpless,  the  ignorant.  Sttddenly 
the  bfljik  stops  payment;  all  these  helpless 
holders  of  their  notes  are  without  pay,  and 
without  remedy.  A  few  on  the  spot  get  a 
Uttie ;  those  at  a  distance  get  nothing.  For 
each  to  sue,  is  a  vexations  and  a  losing  ba^ees. 
The  only  adequate  remedy — ^the  only  one  that 
promises  any  justice  to  tiie  body  of  the  com- 
mnnity,  and  the  hdpless  holders  of  small  notes 
— ^ia  the  banknipt  remedy  of  asn^wes  to  dis- 
tribute the  effbots.  This  makes  the  real  effects 
avdilable.  When  a  bank  stops,  it  has  littie  or 
no  spede,  bnt  it  has,  or  oa^t  to  have,  a  good 
mass  of  solvent  debts.  At  present,  all  these 
debts  are  unavailable  to  the  community — they 

SI  to  a  few  large  and  favored  coreditors ;  and 
oee  who  are  most  in  need  get  nothing.  But 
a  stronger  view  remains  to  be  taken  of  these 
debts:  the  mass  of  them  are  due  from  the 
owners  and  managers  of  the  banks — from  the 
preddents,  directors,  oadiiers^  stockholders, 
attorneys;  and  these  pet^le  do  not  make 
themselves  pay.  They  do  not  sue  themselves, 
nor  protest  tbemsdves  They  sue  and  protest 
others,  and  sell  out  thdr  property,  and  put 
thdr  bocUes  in  Jdl ;  bnt,  as  for  themsdve^ 
who  are  the  m^  debtoxs,  It  Is  another  afiUri 
They  take  thdr  time,  and  nsoally  wait  till  the 
notes  are  heavily  depredated,  and  then  square 
off  with  a  few  cents  in  the  dollar  I  A  o<»nr 
misdon  of  bankruptcy  is  the  remedy  for  this 
evil ;  assignees  of  the  effects  of  the  bank,  are 
the  persons  to  make  these  owners,  and  man- 
agers, and  chief  debtors  to  the  institutions,  pij^ 
up.  Under  the  bankrnpt  law,  every  hdder 
of  a  note,  no  matter  how  small  in  amount,  nor 
how  distant  the  hcdder  may  redde,  on  forward* 
ing  the  note  io  assignees,  will  receive  bis  rat- 
able proportion  of  the  bank's  effects,  without 
expense,  and  without  trouble  to  himself.  It  is 
a  most  potent,  a  most  (mmer,  and  most  ocmsti- 
tutionaf  remedy  aninst  adini)nent  banks,  ft 
is  an  equitable  aim  a  brave  remedy.  It  does 
honor  to  the  Presidait  who  recwnmended  it^ 
and  is  worthy  of  the  soooessor  of  Jaakaoa. 

Our  constuntion  ocmtahis  three  most  vitil 
[ffohil^ODfl^  itf  vhi^  the  Itedenl  Govemment 
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U  the  gaardian  and  the  gnamit;f,  and  vhlch 
are  now  pablidj  trodden  voder  foot.  No  State 
^all  emit  bills  of  credit ;  no  State  shall  make 
aaj  thing  bvA.  gdd  and  mver  ocdn  a  tender  in 
paTment  of  debts;  no  State  shall  pass  anjr  law 
Impairing  the  obUgation  of  oontracta.  Ko 
State  shall  do  these  uiings.  So  sarfl  tiie  consti- 
tution under  which  we  Uve,  and  which  it  is 
the  dutj  of  ever^r  citizen  to  protect,  preserre, 
and  defend.  Bnt  a  new  power  has  q>ning  np 
among  aa,  and  has  annulled  thd  whole  of  tbese 
prohibitions.  That  new  power  is  the  oligarohr 
of  banks.  It  has  filled  the  whole  land  with 
bills  of  credit ;  for  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands 
that  bank  notes,  not  conTertible  into  specie, 
Are  billa  of  credit  It  has  sappressed  the  con- 
statational  oorrenoj,  and  made  ^predated  paper 
money  a  forced  tender  in  pi^moit  of  every 
debt  It  haa  violated  all  its  own  oontraoCs,  and 
oompelled  all  in^ividaal^  and  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment  and  State  Government*,  to  violate 
theirs,  and  has  obtained  from  sovereign  States 
an  express  sanction,  or  a  silent  acqniesoenoe,  in 
Ibis  double  violatitm  <^  saored  obugationa,  and 
in  this  td^e  annulment  ot  ocautitaltenal  pro- 
hibitions. It  is  om-  duty  to  bring,  <»■  to  try  to 
bring,  this  new  power  nnder  subordination  to 
the  laws  and  the  Qovemment.  It  is  oar  duty 
to  go  to  tiie  snocor  of  the  constitution — to 
rescne,  if  posrable,  these  prohibitions  from 
daily,  and  public,  and  permanent  infraction. 
Ihe  application  of  the  banknipt  law  to  this 
new  poww,  is  the  way  to  effect  this  rescae — 
tbe  way  to  oaose  these  vital  prohibitiMU  to  be 
rejected  and  obaerved,  and  to  do  It  In  a  war 
to  wevent  edlUrions  betwem  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Oovmmient.  The  proMMtims  are 
upon  the  States ;  it  Is  iiu/f  woo  are  not  to  do 
these  tilings,  and,  of  coarse,  are  not  to  anthorize 
others  to  do  what  they  cannot  do  themselves. 
The  banks  are  their  de1^;ates  in  this  three-fold 
violation  of  the  constitntioa ;  and,  in  proceed- 
ing i^iunst  these  delegates,  we  avoid  oolUdon 
with  the  States. 

It  is  said  that  bankmptoy  is  a  severe  remedy 
to  ^)ply  to  banks.  It  may  be  answered  that 
it  is  not  more  severe  here  than  in  England, 
where  it  wplies  to  all  banks  oi  issoe  except 
the  Bank  «  Esi^and,  and  a  few  others;  and 
It  la  not  more  severe  to  them  than  it  is  to 
merdiaatB  and  trader^  and  to  bankers  and 
bndnrs,  and  all  oninoorporated  banks.  Person- 
ally, I  was  disposed  to  make  law  allowances 
lor  the  oondact  of  the  banks.  Onr  own  im- 
Jnwidenoe  tempted  them  into  an  expansion  of 
near  forty  millions,  in  188S  and  1886,  by  giving 
them  the  nationu  domain  to  bank  upon ;  a 
temptation  which  they  had  not  fortitode  to 
rerasL  and  which  expanded  them  to  near  the 
borsting  p<^t  Then  they  were  driven  almost 
to  a  choice  of  bankruptcy  between  themselves 
and  their  debtors,  by  the  act  which  required 
near  forty  milhous  to  be  distributed  in  masses, 
and  at  brief  intervals,  among  the  States.  Some 
lUlarea  were  inevitable  under  these  drenm- 
■tiooea^  and  I  wis  diipond  to  nafca  Uberal 
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allowanoee  for  them;  hot  there  an  three 
thinnfiv  which  the  banks  bare  no  eunae,  tod 
whidi  ahoold  fimvsr  weigh  acainst  thdr 
to  ftvor  nd  oonAdflaue.  Xbeae  Hdngs  m, 
first,  the  political  aspect  which  the  goMtals— 
pension  of  payment  was  permitted  to  aassiM^ 
and  which  it  stall  wears ;  seoomdly,  the  Imw 
and  Qse  of  shin-plasters,  and  refiual  topsy 
silver-diange,  wim  there  are  d^ty  nuffinv 
ci  specie  in  the  oonntry ;  thirdly,  the  refes^ 
by  the  depoatt  banks,  to  pay  ont  the  snns 
which  had  been  severed  from  the  Treasmy,  tnd 
stood  in  the  names  of  disbnrmng  offiocrs,  and 
was  aotoally  doe  to  those  who  were  perfomutig 
work  uid  labor,  and  rendering  dauy  services 
to  the  Government.  For  these  three  thn^ 
there  is  no  excuse ;  and,  while  memory  retaiils 
their  recollection,  there  can  be  no  oonfidenee 
in  those  who  have  done  fhem. 

Hie  Committee  on  Hm  Judidaty,  to  wlkom 
was  referred  Hie  condderation  of  Ae  PreddeBt^ 
reoommendstiott  for  a  banknipt  law  t^raut 
banking  institnticns,  have  drferred  their  report, 
and  moved  to  be  disdiarged.  I  diall  make  bo 
oUection  to  the  discha^  as  legialatka  on  Uus 
subject  can  be  ddayed,  without  material 
dice  to  any  interest,  until  the  regular  sesnco. 
I  shall  look  for  a  bill  then,  duier  witt  or 
without  the  indodon  of  other  classes;  snd 
shall  conmder  the  decision  upon  that  biQ  as 
settling  the  question  of  the  ri^ts  of  the  people 
and  the  supremacy  of  their  Govenraient,  oo 
one  hand,  and  of  uie  pretendons  of  Qie  biiik^ 
and  their  permanent  supremacy  over  hwa, 
Qorenim&xtB,  constitotiims,  and  the  peopU,  sa 
the  other. 

Hr.  OEnrraxDiir  replied  to  Ur.  Bmoir,  «{■• 
ing  agdnst  the  ooasmutionality  and  pi^  «f 
the  pn^Mwed  partial  bankrupt  law,  and  aeon 
menting  on  the  nature  and  causes  of  the  pnsHt 
distressed  condition  of  liie  oonntry. 

The  motion  to  ^sobazge  tbe  committee  Bai 
over  one  di^. 

FnmAT,  Ootober  18. 

Pmldent  qf  the  Senate  pro  ten. 

The  Vice  Vvauaatt  having,  at  the  dose  of 
yesterday's  alttinft  stated  to  the  Senate  that  bs 
Aonld  not  resume  the  oh^  daring  the  pn^ 

Bcedon, 

The  Senato  orooeeded  to  fhedeetioD,^''''' 
lot,  of  a  Preddent  Mv  Um. 

Ur.  EiHo,  of  Alabama,  having  received  neitly 
ell  the  votes  which  were  given,  wss  dedsitd 
duly  elected  Preddoit  of  the  Senato  Um. 

Mr.  King,  on  taking  tiie  chair,  briefly  retnraed 
his  thanks  to  the  Soiato  fox  the  diraDgnished 
honor  oonferred  upon  him.  It  had  often  beta 
his  fortune  to  be  dected  by  the  voice  of  tba 
pec^e  to  distangiddied  offices,  but  this  deetioa 
oonfored  more  honor,  as  oooung  from  ■»  d«* 
vated  a  body.  The  &Tor  of  the  peode  wM 
oftm  oUained  without  merit,  and  at  often  Ion 
without  ftalt.  Not  ao  waa  it  with  tUs  hi^ 
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•Tide&oe  of  the  approbatkm  of  the  Senata  for 
which  he  retoniM  hU  thanks.  It  shoald  be 
his  aim  and  ©n(ieavor  to  discharge  the  datiea 
imposed  upon  him  in  a  manner  Batis&otorj  to 
tiie  Senate,  and  with  peijbct  in^ardality  to 
«ver7  Senator. 

Law  <^  Banhruptcjf. 

TbA  Senate  reaomed  the  oMirideraticai  of  tiie 
motiim  of  Ur.  Gbuhdt  to  dlaoharge  the  Jndi- 
dary  Oommittee  from  the  ftirther  oondderation 
of  that  part  of  the  Premdait*B  Message  relating 
to  a  bankrupt  law. 

ICr.  SouTHAKD  spoke  with  mneh  earaeatneas 
aguoat  the  Execatire  recommendation*  and 
against  the  oonstitntionality  and  expediency  of 
any  bankrupt  law,  except  in  relation  to  mer^ 
chants  and  tradws,  and  for  the  exolasive  purpose 
ol  fxenaUng  fraud,  and  an  inequitable  mstrlbu- 
tion  of  the  pn^wty  of  bankrupts;  dwelling 
at  tinwB  <Hi  the  present  eraidiMott  ot  the  oonn* 
try,  the  eaufes  which  led  to  it,  and  the  pros- 
pemve  dedgns  of  the  administration. 

The  quemon  ma  disdluvtpng  the  oraomittee 
TMi^reed  ta 

UoNDAT,  October  10 
Adjmimment. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Nobtxle,  it  was 
Onbnd,  That  a  oommittee  from  the  Senste  be 


appointed  to  jdn  a  oommittee  trom  the  House  to  In- 
f(»m  the  FMddeot  of  die  United  States  Oiat  the  two 
HooMs  had  completed  the  bnsbkess  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  a^oim. 

Messrs.  Gkundt,  Olat  of  Alabama,  and 
KoBTKLL,  were  ^pointed  said  oommittee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Me.  Kmrr  offered  a  resolution  granting  to  the 
Oh(q>lain  of  the  Senate  the  same  compensation 
for  this  extra  sesnon  as  tiie  House  had  voted 
to  its  Ohaplain. 

The  resolntioa  waa  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cut,  of  A^«^*ft"W,  tho 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  ordered  to  iiuona 
the  House  that  the  Senate^  having  finished  the 
busineai  before  it.  was  now  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  KoBTxu^  from  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  Presideut  of  the 
United  States,  informed  the  Senate  that  «di 
committee,  having  w^ted  upon  .the  Fre^dent, 
had  been  informed  by  him  that  he  had  no 
fhrther  communication  to  make  the  two  Houses, 
and  that  the  President  widied  the  members, 
individually  and  odlectively,  healtb  and  pros- 
perity. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  by  Mr.  FRunoiK,  their  clerks 
that  the  House  was  ready  to  a^oum. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  (rf  Mr.  Nius,  t2i« 
Soiate  acyooiiied  fiMdifc 
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TWENTT-FIFTH  COIfGKESS.-EXTfiA  SESSION. 


PBOOEEDINOS  AND  DEBATES 
I* 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES* 


ItasDATf  September  4, 1887. 
At  tirelTe  o'docik,  the  Hooae  of  Beprewnta- 
tives  was  odied  to  crder  b;^  Mr.  Fbaiteuit,  tiie 
Clerk  ot  the  last  OoDgress,  vho  read  the  Pred- 
deut's  prociLRmatioii  convening  the  present  ses- 
rioi  of  Oongrees.  He  then  proceeded  to  oaU 


•  LiBT  or  inEuwBita 

JTafM,— George  Emu,  John  Fairflald,  Tlmothj  J.  Car- 
ter, F.  O.  J.  Bmlth,  Tbotnaa  Deree,  JtmthtM  CQkr,  Jowph 
O.  Ho7ai,  Hogh  J.  Andemm. 

JFtn  Bmptk^—SamwH  CnihmMi,  Jamet  Farrlngton, 
durtei  J.  Athartw,  JoMpblTMka,  find  If.  miUaDU, 

<Meh  CruhtDff,  WHUem  Pannuitar,  Levi  LImoId,  Qeorfe 
OniUMll,  Qeoica  K.  Briip^  TIDtaB  B.  OdhooB,  Hitbantel 
B.  Bofdot,  Aha  Q.  Aduu,  Jdm  Bm4,  miUni  B.  Hh- 

J£Aod«  Itla»d,—3.  L.  TUUngfaAst,  Bebert  B.  Cnunatoa. 

OMMMoMoKt— Ihm  Tone*]',  Samuel  Ingham,  BUaba  Ha- 
kr,  Tbomu  T.  WhUOMax,  Iwuieelot  Phelpa,  Orln  HolL 

rtmatOr-WkaA  Hall,  ^nuiam  Blade,  Hanaa  AUea, 
Inao  FMeher,  Horace  BreretL 

Jfmo  Tivrib— Thomaa  B.  Jaokatm,  Atmham  TandervMr, 
0. 0.  Cambreleng,  £1;'  Moore,  Edward  Cnrtls,  Ogden  Hoff- 
man, GoTemenr  Eemble,  Obadlab  Titiu,  Nathatilel  Jones, 
John  C.  Brodhead,  Zadock  FnUt,  Bobort  H'Gtellaa,  Henry 
Yall,  Albert  QaUnp,  John  I.  De  Oiafl;  David  Bmaell,  John 
Palmer,  Jamea  B.  Spenoer,  John  Edwaida,  Azphaxad  Loo- 
mla,HeniT  A.Eoater,AlndumP.  Onut^  Ia«w  H.  Bronaon, 
John  H.  PrenUas,  Amaaa  J.  PaAei^  John  0.  Oark,  Andrew 
v.  v.  Bniyn,  Hlnun  Qnj,  WUHam  '£afkK,  Bennett  BUk- 
nell,  -wmum  H.  Noble,  Sunnel  Btrtell,  UaA  H.  SlUer, 
John  T.  AndrewB,  Timothy  CUlda,  imilam  Pattanm, 
Lather  C.  Peck,  ]tU(jhard  P.  Karrln,  lOIlaKl  Tlllmon, 
Cbarlea  P.  lOlohell 

jr«i0  •/«rMy.— John  B.  Aytst\gg,  John  P.  R  Uazwell, 
muUm  Halsled,  Joseph  V.  Bandolph,  Charlea  a  Strotton, 
HMmaa  Joaea  Totka. 

Pmimiylvaitta.-  Lawwl  Painter,  John  Sergeant  Oeorge 
v.  Tolui^  Chariaa  Hi^,  XwMd  DsTlai^  Dnld  PMti,  Jr, 
Xdwahl  Darilifton,  Jaeabn7,)K,l[attUBa  Konla,  SnU  | 


the  names  of  the  members  from  a  roll  made  vp 
bj  himself  in  the  osnal  manner. 

MecUon  of  Speaker. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  electios  cf  i 
Speaker.    Keaes.  Haiixb,  ICoKunu^  utd 


D.  Wegener,  Edward  K  Hnbley,  Henry  A.  UnUaiUft 
Lather  Bally,  Henry  Logan,  Dm  Sheflsr,  Chart es  H'Clin^ 
-William  W.  Potter,  Darld  PetriUn,  Bobert  H.  HaniHBd, 
Samuel  W.  MorrU,  Charlea  Ogle,  John  ElingeumWk,  An- 
dnwBnehansn,  T.  IL  T.  UeEennon,  Siehard  BiddK^a. 
Beat^,  nmnat  H«mT,  Anold  PlaiMb 

■Peiawara.  .  Julia  J.  MBlgw. 

jrorvfOMA-^olu  Deank,  Jane*  A.  Peazaa,  J.  £  B. 
Worttdt«ton, Be^}a^llB a  Hownd,  JmmltiXM,llm. a 
Johnson,  Fraod*  Tbwnaa,  Daniel  Jenl&r. 

Pirpinto.— Henry  A.  Wise,  Brands  Hallory.JoluBsbat* 
•on,  Charlea  P.  Ueioer,  John  TaUsfem\  B.  H.  T.  nnUc 
Jamee  Garland,  Francis  E.  Blves,  Walter  Coles,  Oenqs  (X 
Dromgoole,  Jamea  W.  BouUln,  John  H.  Patton,  Juasi  IC 
Haaon,  Ismo  B.  PennybMkcr,  Andrew  Belroe,  ArcUtaM 
Stuart^  Jolm  W.  JoBca,  Bobert  CralftOemg*  W.EoiiUbi, 
Joaepk  JdinioB,  William  &  ICoisaa 

XTortk  OarcHmOr-^vma  A.  Bjanm,  Edward  D:  KaAf. 
Ohariea  Shepard,  Jamea  IfeKay,  U.  T.  HawUna,  Btenl 
Deberry,  Wm.  Uontgomery,  Aug.  H.  Sbeppard,  Abnkns 
Bencher,  Henry  Conner,  Jamea  Orabam,  Lewis  mUtiB^ 
Samuel  T.  Sawyer. 

BoMK  CarMna.—n.  B.  Legare,  Waddy  Theuipaw,  *>■ 
K.  GriOn,  B.  BaraweD  Bhett,  Fr^da  W.  Pklun%  V.  X. 
down^.F.  H.  Blmor«,John  Canqibell,  John  P.  M*lri 
■on. 

S*orgiCkr-!ShttnM  OlaseodE,  3.  P.  Cltnln^  BmM 
Ofintlam^  Charlea  E.  Haynai^  BopUiw  Hobaflr,  Jabat  A*- 
ioa,  Gfloiga  W.  Owrai,  Cko^  W.  B.  Tknrasa,  V.  0.  Div 

eon. 

'jOerfMippi-John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  &  J.  Gbobon. 

£mAtabv.--Jobn  X...Hairay,  Edward  Bnmaey,  J.  ^  Ua- 
derwood,  Sherrod  WflUama,  Jamea  Hartan,Joha  CdhoM, 
John  Pope,  Wm.  J.  Gntrea,  John  WUta,  Blehaid  HMtm, 
B.  A.  Heidft^  J^  CEhmbai^  W.  W.  Sonllwata. 

AWMMM.— Wm.  &  OntHV  A.  UMMIh,  Jia.  I*  VD- 
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Joine,  of  Virginia,  were  appointed  teBen  and 
repwted  the  result  as  follows : 

Total  number  of  Totei  S24 ;  neoowary  to  a 

ehoioe       -----  118 

For  James  K.  Folk  -     •      -     -  IIS 

John  Bell        -      -      -      -  108 

Scattering     .....  6 

flo  JuoB  K.  Folk  was  declared  to  have  been 
dnly  elected  Speaker.  He  was  condnoted  to 
the  chair  by  Hessra.  Lawleb  and  Owkkb,  when 
he  made  a  brief  address  of  thanks,  and  was 
then  sworn  in  bj  Mr.  Lewis  'Wnxuus,  the 
senior  member  of  the  House. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
Gk^  when  "Wxltmr  S.  Fsanelin  received 
146  ToteS}  Saiccil  Saook,  of  PeonfliylTama, 
4&  and  16  yotes  were  cast  for  other  persons. 

80  Waotb  S.  FB4XKuar  was  decwed  dniy 
etwien  Olerk.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wnxuiia,  of  Kwth  Caro- 
lina, ICessrs.  Oabb  and  Huntbs  were  appointed 
doorkeepers  to  the  Hoose. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Cohkob,  Roderick  Borsej 
was  tiq>ointecl  sergeant-at-arms. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Oabland,  of  Yirdnia,  a 
enmoittee  of  three  was  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Hoose  to  join  tiie  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United' State&  and  inform  him  that  a  qnoram 
of  the  two  Houses  was  assembled,  and  that 
Congress  waa  ready  to  reoeire  any  oommnnioa- 
tkn  lie  may  "be  pleased  to  make. 


TrasDAT,  8q>tember  6. 

Ut.  GuLAHD  of  Yiiginia,  from  the  Select 
Joint  Oommittee  appointed  to  wut  on  ^e 
Pnadflnt  of  the  Turned  States,  and  inform  him 
tbittbe  tvo  Hoases  <tf  OoograH  were  orgsn- 
ized,  reported  that  they  had  performed  that 
doty,  and  that  the  Preddant  woold  transndt  a 
Hmhwb  to  them  In  writing  tlwt  day  at  13 
o'clock, 

A  Message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
Freadent  of  the  United  States  by  the  hands 
of  his  Mivate  secretary,  Abr^am  Van  Bnienf 
Esq.  03ee  Senate  proceedings) 

Printer  to  the  Souae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fatton,  of  Yir^nia,  the 
Hoose  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  printer  to 
theHoase. 

On  the  twelfth  ballot  Thomas  Allen  was 

tieeted. 


Rnn,  H.  Z.  ToTtMr.  Wm.  B.  OMDpbell,  John  BaU,  A. 
P.  Ilni7,  Jms  K.  Polk.  Ebon.  3.  BhMdi,  Bl«knd  Chart- 
ba^  Joint  W.  OtDdMtt,  CMrti^Mr  H.  WininiN,  WnHatn 
Btrae. 

OWo.— Alex.  Dimcan,  Taylor  Wabatar,  Pmtrlok  O.  Oooda, 
lluiinu  Oorwtn,  Thoma*  L.  Hanur,  Oalrtiy  Utnria,  Wm. 
Key  Bond,  J.  Bldgmy,  John  Chuwy,  Saapaoa  Uaaon, 

Alamiar.  Jr..  Alax.  Hatpor,  IX  P.  iMdbattar,  Vn.  H 
HtUar,Ma  W.  Allan,  BUrika  mttOSMr,  Aadnw  Lovnda, 
liMUMSUptevDnM  KI%Di% 


[H.  or  B. 


FtoATf  September  8. 
Death  pf  Mr.  Stand^w. 

Mr.  Bbll  announced  to  the  House  the  death 
of  bis  late  ooUeagae,  the  Hon.  Jahxb  Stah- 
Dxran,  in  the  following  terms: 

Mr.  Speaker :  The  mdanoholy  duty  has  been 
assignea  me,  by  my  ooUeaffaes,  of  annonncing 
to  the  Hoose  the  deatli  of  tnte  vi  onr  mem- 
bers. 

James  Stahdukb,  while  on  his  Jonmey  to 
this  place,  in  order  to  enter  apon  his  daties  as 
a  member  of  this  Honse,  wss,  on  the  SOth  of 
last  monthf  soddenly  arrested  by  the  hand  of. 
the  Great  Destroyer  ttf  hnman  existence.  "Bj 
this  nnezpeoted  event,  the  eoontry  is  deprive^ 
at  a  period  of  more  thsn  common  interest  and 
difficnlty,  of  the  services  of  a  most  devoted  and 
patriotio  pnblio  servant,  and  this  House  of  an 
honest  and  worthy  member.  My  late  colleagne 
was  remarkable  for  an  equanimity  of  temper, 
and  a  kindness  of  feeling,  combined  with  a 
Jostness  of  perception  in  all  the  conoems  of 
Ufe,  at  least  of  ordinary  occnrrence,  which, 
witnont  the  advantages  of  early  caltnre,  or  of 
books,  at  any  time,  proonred  for  him  throogb- 
ont  a  life  which  was  not  short,  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  nnmeroos  friends^  and  rtised  him  to 
ttie  rank  of  a  and  meritt^oos  dtizen. 
The  same  qnalities  of  heart  and  nUnd,  nded  by 
a  rcpntattoo  tot  honesty  whidi  he  nobly  earn- 
ed, and  eontinned  to  maintain  by  the  most 
sorapolons  regard  for  troth  and  Justice  In  all 
his  transactions,  public  and  private,  caused  him 
to  be  repeatedly  chosen  to  the  Legislatnre  of 
his  own  State ;  of  which  body  he  was  a  usefbl 
and  respected  member.  He  was,  for  many 
years,  a  member  of  this,  and  I  am  sure  tliai 
bis  qmet  and  unobtmnve  manners — his  punc- 
tual discharge  of  all  the  duties  assigned  him, 
in  the  orgamzaticm  of  the  House,  must  have 
secured  the  respect  of  bis  associates.  To  these 
evidences  of  his  worth,  I  might  add,  that  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britwn,  he  appvoved  him- 
self an  Intrndd  soldier.  He  was,  above  most 
men  I  have  known,  who  have  risen  in  any  de- 
gree into  pnblio  view,  under  similar  cironm- 
stances,  free  firom  the  pride  and  vanity  of  mere 
station ;  never  anxious  to  tqipear  what  he  was 
not ;  content  to  l>e  classed  with  the  useful  and 
fiUthflil,  he  made  no  pretensions ;  bad  no  as- 
pirations beyond  his  real  deserts.  Jft  therefore, 
my  lamented  colleague  cannot  l>e  said  to  have 
possessed  any  of  wose  shining  endowments 
which  are  required  to  make  a  figure  in  tl43 


ZowMana^Hamy  Jobason,  Elaanr  W.  Blplay,  Kioa 
Gariaad. 

/tttUoM.— BatUff  Boon,  John  Swing,  WUtlam  Orahara, 
Qao,  H.  Dnnn,  Jaa.  Bariden,  Wm.  Herrod,  Albert  S.  WhlU. 

nUnoU—A.  W.  Saydar,  Zadock  Casey,  WUllam  L.  Vttf. 

Mabama.—'Dlioa,  H.  Devla,  Franda  8.  Ly<M>,  Baobaa 
Chapman,  Joab  I^wlar,  Joahna  L.  HarUn. 

JRaMwrir-Albart  G.  HanUon,  John  lUUai; 

.^rtoMOA— AnUbald  TelL 

JAMfOM^baac  E.  Gnqr. 
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Honse,  whicli  strike  our  fancj,  or  command  our 
admiratioa,  he 'might  still  jnstl;'  lay  daim  to 
oUier  and  kumbler  attributes,  whioh^  upon  the 
whole,  ooustitute  a  character  of  solid  merit,  and 
often  one  of  more  enduring  fame ;  and  th^  the 
doe  and  usual  tribute  of  respect  be  pfUd  to  his 
menunTi  ^  this  House,  I  move  you,  sir,  the 
resolatuni  which  I  hold  m  my  band: 

Atohadttbait  as  a  testbnnqrof  nipeet  Ar  the 

memory  (tf  the  deoeued,  the  members  a  tUa  K)i»e 
irUl  go  brio  momidng  t^mariog  on^  on  the  left 
aim  mr  thh^  diyi. 

The  restdntion  ma  unaxdnumdr  adopted. 
Mr.  Bill  then  moved  that  tSm  House  ad- 
journ. 

And  it  B^Jonnied  aocordii^Iy. 


UoNDAT,  September  11. 

Payment  of  SpeeU  to  MvitAm  of  (kmgrm. 

The  resdotion  offered  on  Thursday  last  by 
Ur.  BtDDLK,  of  FennsylTania,  and  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  kaUe^  haTing  been  again  read  ae  tsA- 
lows: 

"  Retcived,  Th&t  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  re< 
port  to  thifl  Houae  whether  a  letter,  purporting  to  be 
addiMsed  by  htm  to  the  Oa4c  of  the  House  (tf  Sc^ 
nsentatlTee,  oflbring  payment  in  qMde  to  m«nbei4 
of  Congrcea,  ia  authentic ;  if  so,  to  what  other  claim- 
antB  on  the  Treasary  a  rimHar  oflfer  haa  been  made, 
and  what  prind[de  wdiecrimhMtiwi,  if  any,  has  been 
adopted  in  the  medhun  of  payment  to  the  pabUo 
deditors." 

The  reeoIuUon,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Bux,  of  Tennessee,  offered  tiie  folhnring 
resolntMHi ;  vhkb  lies  fbr  onuadantiou  ime 

daj-: 

Betolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
firected,  with  aa  litUe  delay  as  poarible,  to  oommanl- 
oate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
of  the  past  and  presMit  year  remaining  wwxpended : 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existing  eng^emeota 
contracted  prior  to  the  lat  day  of  June  last,  and  all 
existing  engngements  contracted  since  that  time. 
Also,  we  amount  of  ntoneys  drawn  finom  the  Treas- 
ury and  placed  in  the  hands  of  diaburaing  oflSoers  or 
u^nts  <n  the  1st  day  May  last,  and  at  the  present 
^e.  And  that  he  also  repcnrt  what  objects  of  publio 
expenditure  can,  with  the  least  h^ury  to  the  public 
serrice,  be  dthw  wholly  dtspenaed  with  duiing  the 
present  year,  or  hare  any  miUerial  reduction. 

S^ertTieeoftho  Mmag«  and  Seport, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Oambrblsno,  the  Message 
of  the  President  to  Congress  was  then  taken 
up,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  llie  Honse  went 
thereon  into  committee,  Mr,  J.  Q.  Adams  In  Uie 
chair. 

Mr.  Cakbbeuho  introdooed  two  resolaticms, 
as  follows : 

1.  Jteaalved,  That  so  much  of  the  President^  Kes- 
■Bge  as  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Conndttee  of  Ways  and  Ueans. 

S.  JeMDAwd;Tbatsomncliof  tttoFMiideat'sHes- 


ESnRmM^  IflBTa 

sage  as  relates  to  a  banlcmpt  law,  be  lefemdtollie 

CMnmittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  resolutions  were  Beverally  agreed  to; 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
House,  and  they  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Cambbbleno  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Suolved,  That  BO  modi  of  the  repoKof  theSeen- 
tary  <tf  ttie  Treasmy  on  the  state  of  the  fiuaneeiLas 
rebtes  to  the  finances  of  the  country,  be  re&md  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  that  so 
much  of  said  report  as  relates  to  a  bankn^t  lav  be 
refored  to  the  Committee  <m  the  Jodtdaiy. 

Sninm  Jbr  the  Smiom. 

lit.  F.  O.  J.  SwTii;  of  Uaint^  ssid  that  ha 
wishM  to  aaoertain  the  aense  of  Ibe  Home  as 
to  what  was  to  be  the  bddness  of  Um  sessicMi 
beflHTO  it;  and  asked  leare  to  iBtrodnee  areao- 
lution.  Leave  was  given,  and  flie  fionowli^ 
reeolntton  was  intn>dao«d : 

"  Reioked,  That  the  action  of  the  several  stanfisg 
committees  of  this  Honse,  on  all  matters  not  em- 
braced by  the  Message  of  the  Precadent  of  the  Vidted 
States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  oomnnnlcatsd 
on  the  second  day  of  the  cmrent  Benion,  be  aos- 
pended  mtil  the  commencement  of  the  aairaal 
lion  of  Cmgreas  in  Decemlwr  next,  and  dai  the 
oonsideratiea  of  all  petitions  on  each  anq>ended  mat- 
ters be  also  postponed  to  the  poiod  above  pacified.* 

Mr.  WnxiAXB,  of  Korth  Oarolinat  moved  to 
postpone  the  resolotioii  until  Wednmay. 

[AAer  a  debate,  hi  whidi  Messrs.  Smith,  Whit- 
tlesey, Ben,  Cambreleng,  and  Wise,  took  a  pait^j 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  Qaxlahdi  <ii  viirg^nia,  moved  to  rescind 
the  resolution,  inserting  "  with  the  exesp- 
tlon  of  private  buMnesa."  There  was  no 
son,  he  said,  why  the  private  bills  which  liad 
been  hanging  here  for  years,  should  not  be  act- 
ed on,  in  the  Intervals  of  titne,  when  the  Honss 
was  not  otherwise  employed.  The  amendment 
was  lost  ' 

The  OTiginal  reecdution  was  agreed  to. 


Tuesday,  September  12.- 
JbwA  ItutdbHmtBm. 
Ur.  OAHBBiuDra,  on  leave,  from  fhe  Com- 
mittee of  Wi^  and  Means,  reported  fhe  foDow- 
ingbill: 

A  bill  to  poetptae  tfaefooHh  instahnrait  of  dspoait 

iridi  the  Statea 

Sg  it  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  ffoute  of  -R^or*- 
tentativa  of  the  Unit^  States  of  Amtriea  m  voif 
ffrest  atiembhd,  That  the  transfer  of  the  fourth  in- 
stalment of  the  deposits  directed  to  be  nude  with 
the  States  under  the  thirteenth  sectioD  of  the  act 
of  Jane  23,  1886,  be,  and  the  same  is  hevrtiy, 
postponed  until  fhrUur  provision  by  law. 

Mr.  Oambbkudto  would  meraly  meirtion  lor 
the  informt^ian  of  the  Honse,  that  that  was  the 
only  bill  the  otxnmlttee  eoold  anee  upon  at  thia 
morning's  session.  There  wocud,  {Hvbably,  b* 
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two  other  bills  reqTtiring  the  most  urgent  action 
of  the  Hoase  to-morrow  morning. 

The  above  bill  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Election  qf  Chaplain. 

The  Honse  then,  on  motion  of  Vx,  Oablafd, 
of  Virginia,  went  into  the  election  of  a  Ohap- 

On  the  second  ballot,  Rev.  Mr.  Toston  re- 
ceived 186  rotes,  which  bctoff  a  nu^oritr  of 
the  whole,  he  was  deolated  txSf  eleoted  On^ 
1^  to  the  Honae. 


WBDirasDXT,  September  IS. 
Order  <if  Butinm. 

The  Sps&zeb  stated  that,  having  considered 
the  extent  of  the  resolution  adopted  bj  the 
Eoiue  on  Monday,  tonohiog  the  coorse  of  its 
business,  and  compared  it  with  tiie  16th  rnle 
of  order,  which  requires  the  calling  for  peti- 
tions, he  had  been  constrained  to  o<»ne  to  the 
ooQolnsion  that  it  was  his  duty,  under  that  role, 
to  call  the  House,  by  States,  for  petitions ;  but 
thi^  if  any  should  he  presented  which  had  no 
immediate  relation  to  the  special  suhjeots  re- 
commended in  the  President's  Message  to  tiie 
attention  of  Oongress,  at  its  present  s^on,  the 
Home  could  enter  into  no  action  concerning 
them,  bat  that  they  most,  as  of  course,  lie  on 
the  table  until  t}ie  period  of  the  regular  BenAiaa. 
on  tiie  first  "Usma^j  d  December  next. 

Under  this  dennon,  the  States  were  there- 
npcm  called  on  fyt  petitions,  and  a  very  few 
were  presented.  wHcn  had  no  redbrmoe  to  the 
currency ;  while  a  number  were  oflbred  which 
£d  rel^  to  that  subject,  and  the  prayer  of 
which  was  either  in  favor  of^  or  adverse  to,  the 
establishment  of  a  national  hank ;  and  whtoh 
were  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  "Ways  and 
Ifeans :  several  of  them  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

iVepMsd /snw  ^  TVvatttry -ff^tM, 
Mr.  Oahbbkleso,  from  the  Orann^ttee  of 

"Ways  and  Meani^  r^ftorted  a  hiU  to  authwise 

the  issuing  of  Treasury  notesL 

The  bill  was  read  twioe^  and  refsiTed  to  tiie 

Committee  of  the  'Whole  oa.  the  state  <tf  the 

Union. 

7%e  United  ^<«a,  Mexico^  and  Texa$. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  yesterdi^ 
by  Mr.  Adaus,  was  read,  viz : 

Rewlved,  That  the  Preaideut  of  the  TTnited  States 
be  requested  to  commimieate  to  this  House,  so  ftr  as 
may  be  oooristent  with  the  pnbUo  Iirterest,  rH  the 
correspondence  betveen  the  Govenunent  of  the 
'Udtea  Slates  and  that  of  Mexico,  concendng  the 
boundary  between  them,  and  particalariy  concerning 
any  proposition  for  a  cession  of  territory  belonging 
to  the  Mexican  confederation  to  the  United  States ; 
and  also  all  corre^ndence  relating  thereto  between 
^  DeiMTtmeiit  of  State  and  the  dlplomatio  represent- 
alives  U  the  United  States  In  Mexico,  and  of  tiie 


[H.OTR. 

said  Department  with  those  of  the  Mexican  Repnblic, 
accredited  to  the  Govemment  of  the  United  ^tes. 

Mr.  Adams  observed  that,  as  this  was  merely 
a  call  for  information,  if  no  opposition  should 
be  made  to  its  adoption,  he  should  content  him- 
self with  simply  asking  a  vote  of  the  House 
upon  it,  without  aooMupanying  It  with  aiqr  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  EowABO  (oh^rman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Foreign  Relations)  said  that,  if  the  gentiemao 
from  Massaohnsetts  wished  for  this  correspond- 
ence merely  that  it  might  be  printed  and  thrown 
before  the  House  and  the  country,  he  shodd 
make  no  oppontion  to  the  call ;  but  if  St  was 
his  intention  to  move  for  its  reference  to  a 
committee,  in  violation  of  the  plan  whidk'had 
been  chalked  out  by  the  Honse  for  the  course 
of  its  business  at  the  present  sesdon,  he  should 
cert^ly  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 
In  the  meanwhile,  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
to  add  a  word  or  two  in  reference  to  -the  flret 
of  the  resolutions.  He  would  suggest  whether 
the  House,  by  merely  passing  a  silent  vote 
adopting  the  resolution,  might  not  find  itself  to 
have  established  a  precedent  which  might 
hereafter  prove  velry  inctrnvaiient  He  did  not 
exaetiy  eomprehmd  what  the  ol^ect  of  the 
honoraUe  gentieman  could  he  In  gt^ng  back  to 
tiie  old  question  of  our  Uezioan  boundary,  now 
that  an  mtermediate  province  had  been  inter* 
posed  between  ns  and  Mexico.  No  doubt  the 
gentleman  had  good  reasons,  which  would  ap- 
pear in  due  time. 

Mr.  Adaus  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
bring  the  subject  of  onr  relations  witii  Mexico 
into  discussion  at  this  time ;  but  merely  to  ob- 
tain  the  information  called  for  in  the  resolution, 
and  Iiave  it  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Honae  and 
of  the  nation. 

The  resolution  was,  without  debate,  agreed 
to. 

The  following  resolution,  also  moved  yester- 
day by  M>.  Adams,  was  read,  viz : 

Unolved,  That  the  Freddent  of  the  United  Statea 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  whether 
any  propoeition  has  been  made  on  the  part  of  the 
BepabHo  of  Texas  to  tiie  Govenuneid  of  the  Uidted 
States  fi»the  annexaticn  of  the  add  B^ndiilic  di 
Texas  to  this  UtUon,  and  if  such  propoemou  has 
bean  made,  what  answer  has  been  returned,  and  ill 
corre^oodeuoe  which  has  taken  place  relating  there- 
to. 

Mr.  WiBi  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
resirfutiMi ;  lus  reason  was  that  he  was  in  pos- 
session of  information  from  a  high  source,  and 
on  wMch  he  could  explioitiy,  pontively  rely, 
that  the  correspondence  referred  to  was  not  in 
a  oondition  to  be  made  public,  and  that  it  might 
be  iigurious  to  the  public  interest  should  it  now 
be  disclosed. 

Mr.  Hatnss  suggested  to  the  mover  to  modify 
his  resolution  by  the  annexation  of  the  ordinary 
qualiiying  clause,  "  if  the  communication  of  the 
same  shall,  in  his  opinion,  be  omslBtent  with 
thepuUiofatterest." 
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Hr.  Eltbeb?  amendment  prevaQed,  and  the 
reB(dntion  tliiis  amended,  was  adf^»ted. 


TntTBSDiLT,  Septonber  14. 

Hi.  Oambbeuno,  from  the  OMnmittee  <Hr 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  anthormng  a 
Airuier  postpondmeot  of  the  payment  of  dntj 
bonds  and  for  other  purposes. 

Befterred  to  tiie  Oonmittee  of  Vajs  and 
Heaiu. 


FiODAT,  September  15. 

ICr.  Ldiooln  eaid  that  be  had  been  charged 
with  the  care  and  presentation  of  nmneroos 
memoriala,  snbscribed  by  more  than  three 
thonaand  of  his  immediate  conatitaenta,  remon- 
atrating  in  tlie  most  earnest  manner  against 
the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States, 
and  more  especially  ag^nst  the  admission  of 
that  oomitry  into  the  Pedend  Union.  After 
the  resolation  ad<q>ed  by  the  Honso,  which  re- 
stricted the  action  of  the  session  to  the  subjects 
embraced  in  the  Preddent's  Message,  he  had 
intended  to  have  retained  these  memorials  in 
his  possession,  until  the  occasion  offered  for  the 
ooDsideratioD  of  the  snbpect  to  which  they  re- 
late. But  the  extraordmary  debate  to  which 
the  proposition  of  his  honorable  coUeaf^ie  (the 
resolation  of  Mr.  Adaus,  asking  mforma- 
tion  from  the  President)  had  snbseqaently 
ff.vea.  rise,  made  it  his  dnlr,  as  he  deemed,  to 
preemt,  without  fiirtber  deU^,  these  exprea- 
rimu  of  tbe  aenUments  of  hla  oonstitaenta.  In 
moving,  as  he  should  be  constrained  to  do,  un- 
der the  resolation  ot  the  House,  that  the  me- 
morials be  laid  upon  the  table,  be  begged  leave 
to  i^ve  notice  that  be  ahoold  oaU  them  up  for 
consideration  whenever  any  proposition  for  tbe 
annexation  of  Texas  to  tbe  United  States  i^onld 
engage  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Lincoln  then  presented  sandry  other  pe- 
titions, remonstrating  against  the  annexation 
of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  whidi  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  same  conrse  was  taken  with  a  lai^ 
number  more,  of  a  rimilar  tenor,  presrated  by 
Ur.  Bbio^  Mr.  Eterbit,  and  ower  gentiemen 
from  the  western  as  well  as  the  Eastern  8tate& 

Ue.  Adams  presented  a  memorial  praying 
for  retrenchment  and  reform,  (a  laugh.)  He 
sivd  be  had  been  aware  that  these  woi^  would 
occanott  only  a  universal  shout  of  laughter  in 
the  House,  but  he  bad  held  it  to  be  bis  duty  to 
present  the  memorial,  because  it  oontuned  one 
suggestion,  that  the  House  should  reduce  the 
pay  of  its  members  from  |8  to  |4  per  diem. 
He  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  conscience  to 
witiihold  such  a  petition  from  the  House  a 
edngle  day  longer.   (A  laugh.) 

Megulation  of  Gotemmmt  Beedten. 
lix.  OjJCBBixmro,  from  the  Oommittee  of 
Wi^  and  UbuBSMf  reported  a  IhII  im^odng  addi- 


tional duties  as  depodtoiles,  in  certain  cases,  <m 
public  oflBoers. 

The  bill  referred  to  the  Oommittee  of  tiie 
Whole  on  the  state  oS  tbe  Union. 

"iSi.  Oambbblbno,  from  the  same  oonuaittee, 
reported  farther  a  bill  "  a4jasting  the  remidn- 
ing  claims  on  the  late  de|K>rit  banka,**  -mloA 
reo^ved  the  same  reference  and  wder. 

PubUo  BipmcUtttret, 

The  Sfxakxr  laid  heftwe  the  Honsa  a  eooi' 
manioation  ttom  the  Secretary  tbe  Treasury, 
in  comidiance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Hoosa 
(tf  the  11th  instant,  calling  upon  him  to  r^iort 
the  amount  <tf  i^»proprlabons  of  the  past  and 
present  yearn  remaming  unexpended;  tiie 
amount  required  to  falfil  existing  en^igeoienls, 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  June  last ; 
the  exlErting  engagements  since  tiiat  time ;  the 
amount  of  money  drawn  from  tiie  TreaBOiy, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbnrnng  offioen 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last ;  and  what  ob- 
jects of  public  expenditure  can,  with  tiie  least 
u^ary  to  the  pubho  service,  be  dispensed  wiUi. 

The  oommnnication  was  as  follows : 

Tbkasubt  DBrAaTHKn, 

Bmtmbtr  14,  Iffiff. 

Sib  :  TUs  rqwrt  Is  subndtted  In  oompUanee  wiA 
the  following  reeolutiOD,  passed  on  the  IIA  inslaiit: 

''Jtetolv^  ThRt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  b« 
directed,  with  as  litUe  delay  as  poetdble,  to  oHnmnid- 
cate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  ^xpropiiationa 
of  the  past  and  present  years  remaining  unexpoided; 
the  amount  required  to  fulfil  all  existhig  og^^eiiMali 
contracted  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Junelut,  aadal 
eiiadng  engagements  oontraeted  rince  tbU  lime ;  ■!» 
^  anKKmt  ^  mcmey  drawn  from  the  Trearay  and 
placed  in  the  haads  of  disboraog  oflScers  or  agenli 
on  the  first  day  of  May  last  and  at  ttte  preaentmin; 
aad  that  he  also  report  what  otgects  of  pnbbe  ex- 
penditure can,  wiUi  the  least  li\jary  to  the  puUie  Mr- 
vice,  be  either  wtiolly  diqtensed  with  dnring  the 
pt«Mnt  year,  or  bear  any  material  leductioD." 

Tlie  tabular  statement  annexed  diows,  as  dMtROi 

the  amount  of  tiw  ^propriations  <tf  tte  part  and 
present  yuis  renudldng  uneiqWDded"  to  be  |a4,07S,* 
289  37.  (A.) 

In  vnuy  to  the  inqairr  u  to  *'  the  amoimt  of 
money  i&awit  from  the  Treastuy,  and  placed  in  lb« 
hands  of  diflburdng  officeis  or  agoits  on  tiie  flnt  itj 
o£lU7  last,  and  at  the  present  time,"  I  would ittte 
that  at  the  fonuer  period  it  appeals  to  have  been 
$6,264,062  96,  and  at  the  latter  $6,0M,M0  7«.  It 
may  be  neefol  to  add  tbiA  both  soms  are  mncli  tnge 
than  they  would  otherwise  be,  in  consequence  of  the 
onnsaal  amount  of  deporits  by  officers  cS  tbe  buoL 

In  reUtion  to  "  what  tweets  of  pul^  ezpesdtten 
can,  with  the  least  iiuuir  totiw  public  sernee,!* 
either  wholly  diapensed  with  duibg  the  preaoit  jeir, 
of  bear  any  mata4al  reduotlMi,"  I  would  (Aaem 
that  a  minute  and  criUcal  ezaminaUon  on  this  p<»iit 
was  instituted  in  May  last  by  this  Department.  Tbe 
result  of  it  was,  that  enough  of  it  could  and  mndd 
be  pos^wned  till  next  year,  to  amount  to  abMt 
$16,000,000. 

umseqMlly,  tiw  eq^eudltares  during  tbe  prtsaA 
year  were  eatiniated  In  my  recent  report  upon  thit 
iiariB,  after  every  dehy  of  then^  wUdt^the  pubKcbt- 
terestmajpeindt.  It  is  thnefin  eipeeted  tbat| « 
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tiie  ouMaading  af^nopriadotis  now  ezoeeding 
000,000,  not  ma<^  otct  t9|000,000  will  neoeanrily 
be  lequked  to  be  ezpcoded  during  tbe  raUoe  of  the 
yew. 

Since  the  raolnlim  pMsed,  further  htqoiriea  on 
this  pctat  wore  institDted  in  connection  with  the 
oCbsr  departments  of  the  GoTcmment;  but  the  re- 
solt  liM  not  been  enentially  Tsried  from  that  to  which 
the  Department  anived  last  qtiing.  The  particular 
beads  ^»pn>priatimis,  that  tt  Is  sinposed  need  not, 
mad  irfll  not,  be  expended  In  fliU  dnring  the  yetr, 
end  the  amounts  under  eadi,  are  Tery  numerous  and 
dUBcnlt  to  be  prepared,  bat  if  desired  will  be  sub- 
mitted hereafter  with  as  UtUe  delay  as  practicable. 

The  onW  remalnins  Inquiry  is  "the  amoont  re- 
qnired  to  MU  all  ensUog  enKagements  emtmcted 
ptkr  to  the  fliat  day  <rf  June  btt,  aod  all  ezlstfiig 
eamemento  contraeted  dnce  thak  time.** 

Each  Department  has  been  requeeted  to  famish  a 
■tttenwnt  at  tills  sulyeet  as  eaily  as  It  can  be  com- 
pleted. Bat  some  delay  being  unaroidable,  It  has, 
mean  time,  been  deemed  adTisaUe  to  submit 
immediately  the  answer  to  the  other  portions  of  the 
reaolutioiL 

Tboee  statements  will  be  made  as  comprebendTe 
aa  pesrible,  but  can,  ot  course,  relate  to  only  a  small 
part  of  tiie  irttole  a[q)roiHiMions  of  Congress,  wMdi  it 
nas  bem,  and  will  be,  neoeasery  to  expend  during 
the  year.  All  salaries  of  Judicial,  EsecDtire,  or 
other  oAoers ;  the  expenses  of  fbre^  intercourse ; 
the  pay  and  subsistence  in  both  the  army  and  navy ; 
dlpeniions;  all  Indian  annoitiea;  all  prirate  bUls 
imA  have  passed;  many  misodhiDeons  tpptapiitr 
tioos,  with  sereral  other  items,  stand  Indepaxkat  of 
any  special  engagements  or  cmtraots  made  by  any 
pmio  oficer,  and  cannot,  tiier^bie,  enter  Into  this 
conipatatini.  Bemectiiilly,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Seentmy^  tlu  Tnanay. 

Hon.  J.  K.  Touc^  Speaktr  E.  B. 


TnsDAT,  September  19. 

Mr.  AoutB  aAed  leare  to  offer  the  following 
reeoltttioQ,  wbtoh  was  yesterday  rnled  oat  of 
order  by  the  Chair: 

S4$ol9edy  That  the  power  of  annexing  the  people 
of  any  independent  foreign  State  to  tins  irni<Hi.  Is  a 
power  not  delegated  by  the  Otmstitation  of  the 
United  States  to  thdr  Congress,  or  to  any  Department 
«f  their  Gofenmient,  birt  reserved  to  the  peqile. 

Xr.  Hum  otjjeetiiift 

Ifr.  Adaiib  moTed  that  the  rules  be  ni^snded 
for  the  pnrpose  of  enabUng  Mm  to  Introdtioe 
A«  reeoradon ;  but  the  motion  was  nwatived. 

The  StiAes  being  then  agun  called  10  order 
fyt  the  <rfbring  of  resolntiora,  and  Masnehn- 
aetta  having  been  called^  Hr.  Asahs  agidn 
oBend  the  same  resolatioOf  and  moved  that  it 
lie  on  the  table ;  which  motim  waa  agreed  to. 

Tie  Florida  Wof. 

If r.  Wiss  oflfered  the  following  r«Bolntion : 

SMelMdy  That  a  Select  Committee  l>e  ^)pobted, 
by  baOot,  to  inqdre  into  the  cansea  of  the  extraonH- 
naiy  d^ys  and  fUlores,  and  tbe  enormous  expend!- 
tiVM>  which  have  attended  the  prosecution  of  tbe 
warMcalnai  flie  Indiana  la  Flnua;  tbat  mlA  com- 
Vi.  XnL— 80 


[H.  or  B. 

mittee  have  power  to  send  for  pereons  and  piq>era, 
and  that  It  have  power  to  ait  in  tbe  recess,  and  that 
It  make  report  at  the  next  seseioa  of  Congress. 

Ur.  OAHBSBLBNa  inqoired  why  it  .  was  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  shonld  isA  during  the 
reoesat 

Kr.  WisK  aidd  that  the  reason  most  be  ob< 
vions.  Tbe  oommittee  could  not  even  com* 
mence  its  labors  before  then;  and  there  waa 
little  use  in  ruaing  tbe  committee,  if  its  labors 
were  to  be  oonfined  to  the  acUounmient  o£  Uie 
present  session  of  Congress.  It  was  most  ex-i 
traordinary  that  two  mi^or-generals  employed 
in  this  war  had  been  successively  arraigned  and 
tried  by  conrts^nartial,  while  the  only  suocesa- 
fbl  commander,  General  Clinch,  when  called  as 
a  witness  in  the  trial^  shonld  have  testified  that 
no  commanding  general  or  snbordhiate  officer 
was  blame-worthy  for  the  failure  of  tiid  cam- 
pugns,  but  that  the  Uame  lay  at  the  door  of 
the  War  Department.  In  r^ly,  the  wwld  had 
seen  a  labored  defence  fnm  the  late  Secretary 
of  War,  Geno-al  Oass ;  it  saw  the  war  stiU  rag- 
ing; and  it  was  hot  yesterday  that,  in  the  midat 
of  tbe  general  distress  of  tbe  country,  with  a 
lumkrupt  Treasury,  (bankrupt  with  a  surplos 
of  means  1)  the  chairman  of  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  bad  called  for  more  than  a 
million  and  a  tialf  of  dollws  to  prosecute  this 
ill-starred  contest.  SitUng  in  tbat  House,  as  a 
representatiTe  of  tbe  people,  while  he  never 
would  hesitato  in  voting  any  necessary  appro- 
priation which  was  asked  for,  and  would  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  former  appropriations  had 
been  expended,  or  how  the  sum  ^ed  for  was 
to  be  q>plied,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  parttcolarly  at 
such  a  tune  as  this,  to  inquire  bow  the  milUrnu 
already  given,  and  giTcn  tax  llie  mere  request 
at  the  chairman  of  a  o(Hmiiittee,  without  even 
a  statement  of  tbe  Department  to  back  it,  with- 
out an  estimate,  and  without  a  report,  had  been 
spent,  or  rather  wasted. 

It  was  now  universally  admitted,  he  believed, 
tbat  in  this  branch  of  the  public  oonoems  there 
had  been  nud-administration :  that  great  errors 
had  been  committed.  Was  it  not  worth  Inquiry 
how  tbe  public  money,  so  lavishly  and  hastily 
appropriated,  had  been  expended !  and  was  it 
not  time  tbat  some  steps  should  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  a  war  so  disgraoeful  to  the  country  I 
The  universal  opinion  now  was,  that  the  oonrae 
of  the  m^or«eneral  now  in  commmd  was  quite 
as  objectfcw^  aa  that  <rf  dther  of  hla  pnde- 
ceesors.  One  of  these  had  been  publicly  tried ; 
and,  though  the  court-martial  who  sat  upon 
his  conduct  had  honorably  acquitted  him,  its 
verdict  had  been  by  the  order  of  the  late  Ex* 
eoutive  expunged.  Shall  we  submit  any  longer 
to  sneh  a  state  of  tbingsl  He  s^d  hehad  pro- 
posed that  the  committee  of  inquiry  should  be 
appointed  by  ballot:  for  this  was  no  partr 
movement.  Tbe  administration  was  as  maaa 
interested  in  the  inquiry  as  the  opposition,  and 
so  was  tbe  country  at  large.  As  the  divlsicms 
of  par^  stood  now  nearer  uinhi  a  balance,  all 
would  have  an  oppOTtonity  of  fnirlwily  plaaii( 
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snob  indiTidoads  apoit  the  prc^KMed  committee 
as  they  thought  would  beet  diaohnrge  the  duty 
to  be  aocomplisbed, 

Kr.  EvBKBTT  said  that  it  had  been  hU  inten- 
tion, when  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Florida  war  Bhoald  come  Dp  for  discossionj 
to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  geDerol  sabject  of 
that  war,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been 
emidaeted.  At  present  he  dionld  regret  ez- 
tremely  that  aaj  remarks  ahoald  be  indulged 
in,  whidi  went  ii^arioosly  to  affect  the  repnta- 
ti(m  of  the  late  Secretary  of  War.  Mi,  E.  had 
grounds  to  know  in  what  manner  that  officer 
had  acted  in  the  disoha^  of  his  pnUio  duty, 
end  he  was  satisfied  tliat,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  disasters  of  this  war,  no  part  of  the 
responsibility  rested  justly  on  him.  This  had 
been  his  conviction  then ;  it  was  his  conviction 
now.  Where  the  blame  did  rest  he  should  not 
say.  It  was  true,  General  Clinch  had  made  use 
of  strong  expressions  in  his  testimony  before 
the  court-martial ;  but  be  was  persuaded  they 
Arose  from  a  miswprehendon  of  tiie  real  facts 
of  tita  ease.  That  brave  man  had  not  been  fiilly 
aware  of  the  podUm  in  whidi  Gen.  Oasa  stood. 

Ur.  GuQoooK  said :  As  to  the  qnestlon  of 
who  was  in  fiuilt,  he  ahonld  expren  no  opinion ; 
bat  he  must  be  permitted  to  say.  In  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, pi r.  WisB,)  in  respect  to  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  War,  that  wheneTer  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation should  take  place,  tlie  War  Department 
woald  have  no  cause  for  fear.  It  had  been  Hr. 
G.'s  wish  that  such  a  resolution  should  be 
moved ;  because  he  had  the  firmest  conviction 
that  the  character  of  G^eral  Cass  would  re- 
main, as  it  had  hitherto  ever  done,  pure  and 
q>otiefls.  from  the  expressions  which  had  been 
«nployed  by  some  officers  engaged  in  the  Jlor- 
ida  campaigns,  as  well  as  m>m  the  remarks 
wliieh  had  now  dropped  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virg^ia,  Ur.  G.  was  anxions  tliat  an  in- 
vestigation should  be  gone  into :  he  hoped  the 
resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Ur.  CuBHiNa  tenderea  his  acknowledgments 
to  his  friei^  bom  Viiginia  for  bringing  forward 
this  resolution.  If  there  was  any  thing,  in  the 
whole  coarse  of  the  administration,  wMch  de- 
manded investigation — any  thing  to  whi6h  the 
people  looked,  as  to  a  rotten  point ;  a  blot,  a 
shame  on  the  national  reputation,  it  was  uie 
conduct  of  that  Florida  war.  He  trusted  the 
gentleman  would  press  this  measure  to  an  issue, 
and  would  not  cease  until  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  that  contest  should  be  folly  nnfolded. 
Tear  after  year,  army  after  army  had  been 
marched  into  the  morasses  of  that  peninaola ; 
and  general  after  general  had  been  dimuBsed, 
ho  woald  not  say  in  disgrace,  but  to  the  tender 
mercies  of  a  court-martial ;  the  blood  of  our 

Eeople  had  been  wasted,  had  been  squandered, 
I  those  arid  sands;  and  all  for  what?  To 
force  a  few  Indians  from  a  desert  tract  of  ooan- 
try,  utterly  useless  to  any  but  themselves,  and 
in  viohUaon  of  all  tiiat  was  dear  to  theai.  and  to 
the  perpetual  diflgrace  <tf  oar  anna  and  of  the  I 


national  character.  More:  we  had  enlisted 
Indians  themselves  to  destroy  each  other ;  we 
had  done  that  which,  in  the  era  of  our  natioul 
revolution,  had  been  branded  by  the  indignant 
voice  of  Chatham  as  the  disgrace  of  the  Britidi 
arms.  As  if  the  poor  wretches  did  not  peridi 
Cast  enough  by  the  usual  progress-  of  our  op- 
preadve  eaoroachmaitfl,  we  had  enlisted  them 
aa  meroileas  allies  in  the  destruction  end  exto^ 
mination  of  other  tribes. 

l&r.  Wm  said  he  wonid  modifr  his  resoh- 
tion  in  consequence  of  what  had  fiulen  fltira  the 
gentleman  from  Uassaohnsetta,  so  aa  to  inelnde 
as  the  obieots  of  investigation  not  only  the  M- 
nres  in  the  Florida  war,  but  the  causes  cf  the 
war  itself.  Mr.  W.  added,  that  be  had  been 
informed  by  a  gentieman  who  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  Government  in  Florida,  that  the  cel- 
ebrated chief  OpothUoholcL,  a  well-known  friend 
to  the  white  man,  and  a  chief  of  great  influence 
among  the  Creeks,  had  been  employed  by  Gen- 
eral Jesup  as  an  ally  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  idd  in  the  snpt»%ssl(m  of  the  Greek  war,  <n 
the  express  condition  that  if  he  sncceeded  he 
shoold  M  permitted  to  re^de  coi  his  lands  until 
he  ooold  aettie  the  titie  imd  remove  conTCn- 
icotiy.  Yet,  the  moment,  through  his  exer 
tions,  the  Greek  war  had  been  broaght  to  u 
end,  this  very  Cpothleohola  saw  himself  Ein>> 
rounded  by  the  bayonets  of  General  Jesnp^  and 
ordered  off  the  soil.  The  indignant  chief  bid 
produced  the  written  agreement  of  the  Ama- 
ican  general,  and  pointing  to  the  ugnatare,  bed 
demanded  of  the  officer  who  was  removing  him, 
"Is  not  that  signature  genuine?"  Thus  tm 
one  of  our  own  allies,  in  direct  violation  of  tbe 
plighted  fiuth  of  our  commanding  general,  md 
of  the  nation,  driven  from  his  land.  Hewwnd 
all  these  things  Sq[\j  lotted  into. 

lb.  Uhdbbwood  inqnired  whethw  tUi  afipo- 
lation  of  General  Jesnp  had  ever  recdved  Oe 
sanction  of  his  superior,  or  had  ever  been  sub- 
mitted for  such  sanction ! 

Mr.  Wmt  said  he  was  unable  to  ieD.  & 
made  the  stetemoit  es  it  had  berai  reimeiited 
to  hiuL 

Fourth  Instalment  BilL 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Ur.  Hj^titbs  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up 
the  Senators  bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  inatu- 
ment  of  deposit  with  the  States. 

Mr.  Beli.,  of  Tennessee,  sud :  It  cannot  be 
di^ised,  that  the  biUs  already  reported  in  this 
House,  and  which  received  the  sanction  <iS  the 
Sciiwte,  whatever  gentiemen  might  profess,  and 
whatovOT  some  of  tiiem  might  perhaps  very 
honutiy  think,  were  so  many  features  of  a  pro- 
ject which  found  extensive  countenance,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  establish,  in  foct,  a 
national  b^k — a  Treasury  bank  of  depomt  and 
issue.  Disguise  it  as  they  may,  such  a  plan  has 
been  conceived,  and  not  only  conceived,  but 
actually  embodied  to  -a  considerable  extent  in 
the  biUs  which  have  been  reported  from  a  com- 
mittee of  tbia  House.  The  pUu  U  to  estate 
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a  GoT«rimieiit  bank  ander  the  proper  disgaises 
for  the  preee&t,  and  tliroogh  its  agency  to  snb- 
stitnte  a  circnlating  medinm  composed  of  Fed- 
eral Qovernment  paper  instead  of  the  notes  of 
State  banks.  We  have  the  germ  of  this  bank 
now  before  na;  its  parts  are  alreadr  snffidentlr 
devdi^ed  to  indieato  its  tme  character.  At 
anothur  sestion,  or  la  anothw  Congress,  by  one 
or  another  addition,  by  way  of  amendment,  we 
shall  erentoally  behold  the  monster  developed 
in  all  its  frightful  proportions.  Such  a  snbfect 
is  sorely  of  consequenoe  enough  by  itself  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  House,  withoat  con- 
necting it  with  the  less  important  snbjeot  nnder 
oonnderatioD. 

Bat  the  qnestions  presented  by  this  bill  are 
of  great  interest  to  the  conntry.  It  is  true  the 
otyect  to  be  accomplished  by  it  has  less  connec- 
tion with  the  great  results  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded than  any  one  of  the  other  measures  pro- 
posed for  our  adoption;  and  I  believe  it  will 
06  fomid  upon  examination  to  have  originated 
more  from  the  settled  hostility  td  the  aominis- 
fa«tion  to  the  policy  of  the  deposit  law  of  .1886, 
thu  from  any  actual  neoesdty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  its  tenden^  to  promote  the  &vorite 
fiscal  policy  of  the  ^eoutlve ;  but  still  it  is  of 
a  piece  wiUi  the  general  conduct  and  policy  of 
thoee  in  power.  One  question  which  will  be 
found  to  arise  nnder  the  present  bill  involves 
the  pablio  fiuth.  The  question  is  presented, 
whether  Oongress  or  the  Federal  Government 
is  not  bound  to  keep  its  promise,  or  comply 
with  its  engagements  with  the  States  of  the 
Union,  by  obli^tions  as  strong  as  any  that  can 
exist  between  it  and  its  creditors,  of  any  other 
nature  or  description.  It  la  a  question  whether, 
if  the  States  agreed  to  accept  the  deporit  of  the 
BQiplns  in  the  Treasury,  aooiwding  to  the  terms 
of  the  act  (tf  1886,  by  which  it  was  tendered  to 
them,  there  was  not  from  that  moment  a  con- 
tract between  them  as  obligatory  as  any  other 
omnpaet  between  the  Government  and  the 
States  can  be.  Can  the  General  Government, 
withont  ccmsidtiog  the  otiier  parties  to  this  ar- 
n^emeot,  disswre  it  withont  a  breach  of 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  and  a  much  more 
impressive  and  important  inquiry  which  pre- 
sents itself  in  considering  the  effect  of  this  bill : 
I  mean  the  great  question  whether  the  expendi- 
tues  <tf  tbis  Qovemment  are  to  be  rednoed  now 
or  evert  This  is  now  the  Issue,  and  it  is  to  be 
determined  almost  ezdnrively  by  tMs  House. 
Te  already  know  the  deteimmallon  of  tiie  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  and  all  the 
inflnence  attached  to  it ;  and  we  know,  too,  the 
dedmon  of  the  other  branch  of  the  National 
Legislature.  It  devolves  upon  this  House,  I 
repeat,  to  settie  the  issue,  whether  the  ezpendi- 
tnres  of  this  Government,  after  having  been 
increased  nearly  thresfold  within  the  last  few 
years,  are  to  be  reduced  now  or  ever  ?  These 
are  qneetioos  truly  which  may  command  onr 
exelnMve  attention  for  a  season.  With  these 
conviotkuu,  and  a  corresponding  determination, 


[H.  or  B. 

I  shall  proceed  to  make  as  succinct  a  statement 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  the  existing  condition 
of  the  Treasury  as'  I  can,  that  it  may  be  seen 
whether  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  1836,  proposed 
1^  the  bill  nnder  connderatibnf  is  demanded  by 
the  state  of  the  Treasuiy,  or  by  the  public  in- 
terest ;  for,  if  it  be  so,  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  it  my  sup^rt. 

Huch  confosion  was  prodnoed  yesterday  by 
the  mere  statement  of  Hie  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  presented  to  the  House  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans,  (Mr.  Guibbelbno.)  I  do  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  statement  of  tiiat  geatieman  varies 
materially  from  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasary,  but  certiunly  it  was  well  calculated 
to  add  to  the  difficulties  which  idl  muet  hare 
idt  in  coming  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as 
to  what  is  the  real  state  of  the  National  Treas- 
ury. 

I  propose  to  present  a  statement  based  upon 
tiie  nets  and  estimates  contained  bi  the  several 
reports  made  by  the  Sooretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
at  the  present  session,  which  I  heUeve  may  be 
relied  upon.  At  all  events,  I  diall  be  obliged 
to  any  goitleman  who  shall  detect  any  error  in 
my  statement  to  p(dnt  ft  out  to  me  as  I  proceed. 

[Mr.  Bell  then  entered  Into  an  eiabohtte  exsndna- 
tion  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury,  to  show  that  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twmty  inilliMis ;  and  then 

proceeded:] 

I  have  now,  rir,  shown  that,  taking  the  state- 
ments of  the  several  reports  of  the  'Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  correct,  if  the  fhnds  lying 
dead  in  the  hands  of  disbnrang  offloers  be 
broni^t  forth  and  applied  tn  aid  ra  tfie  openA- 
tores  of  the  last  qoarter  <tf  the  year,  as  th^ 
dionld  be,  the  fourth  instalment  one  tne  States 
can  be  paid,  with  all  other  actual  demands 
agaiiiBt  tne  Treasury  during  the  year,  and  not 
scarcely  more  than  a  nominal  deficit ;  but  i^  as 
has  always  been  tiie  case  heretofore,  a  portion 
of  the  actual  demands  upon  the  Treasury  shall 
not  be  presented  for  papnent  at  the  depositories 
of  the  public  money  within  the  year,  there  will 
be  a  surplna,  in  fiict,  stUl  left  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  now  Is,  whether  the  States  have 
not  acquired  rights  nnder  the  act  of  1836,  which 
it  is  not  competent  foe  Congress  to  annul  or 
defeat  without  their  oons^t.  It  is  a  question 
of  power  and  of  ri^t  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment whether,  aftw  the  States  have  accepted 
the  terms  of  the  deport  act;  after  many  of 
them  have  anticipated  the  ftinds  which  tliey 
expected  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  fourth 
instfdment,  and  made  ouier  imp<^rtant  arrange- 
ments connected  with  their  financial  interest 
and  condition,  they  will  not  have  just  cause  to 
complain  of  a  breach  of  faith,  if  this  Govern- 
ment shall  now  proceed  to  abrogate  the  com- 
pact by  legidaUve  action  merely,  aud  without 
any  communication  with  the  States.  I  call 
npm  those  gentlemen  especially,  who  hold  to 
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'wliat  is  called  the  State  rights  party^  to  say 
upon  what  groaada  ther  caa  sopport  the  bill 
under  consideration t  Will'it  not  be  a  nsorpa- 
tlon,  a  clear  assomption  of  poirer  on  onr  part, 
and  an  insnlting  duTMiard  of  the  State  sover- 
eignties, if,  after  deladmg  them  with  promises 
of  these  innds  npon  certain  conditions,  which 
have  been  acceded  to  by-  the  States,  we  shonld 
claim  the  power  to  postpone  the  execution  of 
the  compact,  or  to  annnl  ttie  whole  proceeding 
QQConditionallf,  witbont  reference  to  Uieir 
wishes  or  interests,  and  even  without  consnlt- 
ing  themf 

Bat,  sir,  we  have  the  name  grand  object,  in- 
viting ns  to  reject  this  hiU,  which  operated 
with  many  gentlemen  in  giving  their  rapport 
to  the  deposit  act  of  18S6.  The  qnestlon  is 
now,  as  then,  whether  we  shall  set  abont  oar- 
tailing  the  extravagance  and  profligacy  ctf  the 
Govenunent  in  its  expenditares.  We  have 
tried  eve^  other  plan— every  other  oeeauoD} 
in  Tain.  If  we  would  prove  ourselves  what  we 
profess  to  be — if  we  be  ourselves  in  earnest — if 
we  are  seriously  the  advocates  of  retrendmient 
and  reform,  we  can  never  hope,  in  our  time,  a 
more  propitious  season  to  make  one  more  bold 
and  determined  effort.  "  Kow's  the  day,  and 
now^s  the  hour.'*  If  we  suffer  oarselves  to  be 
deluded  by  the  arguments  and  the  devioes  of 
the  advocates  of  power,  and  shall  let  this  op- 
portunity pass,  we  need  never  hope  agmn. 
There  is  only  one  expedient  left,  and  that  is, 
to  vrithhold  the  supplies;  stop  the  money; 
keep  the  Treasury  drwned  and  low ;  cut  ccff  tiie 
means:  and  I  ennge  that  the  ffi^Mmditura,  fori 
once,  shall  be  rednoed  to  tbe  aotoal  wants  at 
the  Goremment.  I  call  np«i  fhe  ezpoienoed 
of  the  Honse— the  observation  of  them,  and 
there  are  some  who  have  had  seats  here  for 
more  than  twenty  years — ^to  say,  if  any  time 
could  be  so  fit,  or  promise  equal  sucOeas,  in 
effecting  this  great  object,  as  the  present.  I 
repeat,  if  the  means  are  not  suppUed,  the  ex- 
penditures must  cease. 

Mr.  McKat,  of  North  Carolina,  contended, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Bkix,  that  there  had  been  no 
change  in  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment daring  the  last  year,  but  it  was  the 
extraordinary  e:roenditnre8  of  the  year  which 
made  the  great  difference.  He  agreed  that  in 
these  tbere  had  been  mncih  extravagance,  and 
he  had  voted  agafaist  than  all.  w  many  of 
those  appropriations  lie  would  r^nark  not  one 
dollar  had  yet  been  expended.  He  then  entered 
into  some  estimates,  and  read  voluminous  data, 
furnished  him,  he  said,  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to 
show  the  truth  of  his  assertion  ad  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  -the  year.  Among  the  extraordi- 
nary f^propriations  for  the  year,  he  named  the 
amount  of  $6,000,000  to  carry  into  e£feot  the 
Cherokee  treaty. 

Hr.  Bkix  remarked  that  that  did  not  enter 
into  this  esUmate,  as  it  was  an  ^propriation 
of  1886j  and  Just  about  bo  mneh  as  this  error 
in  his  calculations  made  would  reduce  his  (Mr. 


MoKat's)  estimate  to  his  own,  (Mr.  Bkll's.) 
There  had  been  no  extraordinary  expeuses  or 
subjeots  of  expenditnre  in  18S7. 

Mr.  MoK&T  reasserted  that  bis  minutes  w<n 
from  the  8ecr^ary*8  own  hand. 

Mr.  OAMBBnjnre  said  that  there  wen  othar 
items  of  a  rimilar  character  omitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  which  would 
make  up  the  sum  he  had  named. 

Mr.  HoKat  remarked  that  the  gontkmaa 
would  have  an  opportunity  at  the  next  sessieB 
of  Congress  to  bring  forward  bis  plans  of  re- 
form, as  the  SecrotatT  had  already  postponed 
the  expenditure  of  $16,000,000  «>propriated  by 
the  last  Congress  till  after  the  first  raf  Jan  nary 
next.  He  then  took  similar  ground  to  tbi^ 
muntained  by  Mr.  Pioebns,  as  to  the  creation 
of  a  debt,  as  the  necessary  consequence  of  per- 
mitting the  deposit  act  of  18S6  to  go  into  fonher 
operation.  • 


Wedbbbdat,  Sq>temDer  20. 

Bankrupt  Laws. 

Mr.  BiDDLE  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  tha 
Committee  of  the  Judiciary,  or  any  other  een- 
tJeman  on  that  committee  who  could  ^ve  aim 
the  information,  whether  it  was  the  Intcntioo 
of  that  committee  to  report  on  the  subject  <rf 
bankruptcy,  which  had  been  referred  to  than 
in  the  Mess^  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
States.  As  it  was  a  snlyect  of  very  deep  inter- 
est to  the  whole  community,  he  would  further 
ask  whetiier  It  was  the  intention  at  that  ogm- 
mittee  to  report  any  bill  whtoh  might  oome  in 
omflict  with  the  cfnutitntitmal  onpinions  of  the 
Prerident,  as  expressed  in  tiie  Senate  <rf  the 
United  States  some  years  sboe.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  present  Presidrat  expressed 
it  as  his  opinion,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  oa 
a  former  oocanon,  that  a  bankrupt  law,  extend- 
ing to  others  than  merchants  and  bankei^ 
would  be  an  unconstitutional  act ;  and  he  wish- 
ed to  know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  introduce  a  propontifm  ct  thii 
kind. 

Mr.  Tnoius  (chairman  of  the  Judiciuy  Com- 
mittee) sud  he  f&lt  that  the  response  whidi  he 
shonld  make  to  the  gentleman  would  be  nnsat- 
iB&ct(»y.  The  Oonnuttee  on  the  J.udicia>7  had 
held  two  meetings  on  the  subject,  which  bad 
been  genwally  referred  to  them.  At  the  first 
meeting,  it  appeared  to  meet  the  if^m^Mtion 
of  all  the  members  of  the  committee  that  the 
final  decision  as  to  the  proprietj  of  reporting  a 
buikmpt  law  shonld  be  postp<med  until  it  was 
distincUy  ascertidned  whether  the  measures 
which  were  expected  to  oome  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  would  so  \oDg  oc- 
cupy the  attention  of  Congress  as  to  extend  the 
present  session  to  the  meeting  of  the  regular 
session  of  Congress.  In  this  state  of  the  case, 
power  was  given  to  the  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
dary  Committee  to  reassemble  the  oommittee  as 
soon  as  tbeproper  inCnmitioa  oosld  be  obtaiiied. 
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A  fev  days  Binoe,  when  he  (Mr.  Thoiias)  was 
absen^  a  ^ntleinan  from  Virginia  propoand- 
ed  an  mqairy  to  the  oonunittee  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  one  now  propounded ;  and  in  conse- 
qnence  of  this  a  member  thereof  reassembled 
the  committee,  for  the  porpoee  of  oonsidering 
whether  they  should  report  now,  or  wait  untu 
the  legidar  session  of  Oongress.  This  meeting 
ms  held  .without  ooming  to  any  oraiolurion, 
and  an  adjourned  meeting  vt  the  committee  was 
to  be  held  to-morrow  morning.  The  gentleman 
would  therefore  perceive  that  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to  tay  what  would  be  the  course  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject.  The  House  had  re- 
ferred to  them  the  Message  of  the  President  and 
the  r^Mrt  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
this  subject,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say 
what  would  be  the  decision  of  the  committee ; 
whether  they  would  be  disposed  to  pass  a  gen- 
eral bankrupt  law  to  affect  that  class  of  citizens 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
Qtr.  BcDOLB,)  or  not  On  to-morrow  morning, 
howeTcr,  the  sttl{}ect  would  be  taken  up,  and 
he  jnwuned  he  would  be  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  make  a  report  to  the  House  in 
MXne  shape  or  other. 

Ibvrth  Imtalment  Pottponemmt  BUI. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  OAHnsELKNa,  the  House 
thai  went  into  Ccnnmittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
it»t»  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hjltkbs  in  the  chair, 
and  resumed  the  oonnderatton  of  the  bill  to 
postoone  the  fourth  Inatalment  ci  depodt  with 
the  States. 

ySr.  CAifBRELE^fo  said  he  would  detain  the 
committee  only  to  make  a  short  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbll.)  The 
gentleman  had  referred  to  the  project  of  eatab- 
Sflldng  a  Treasury  bank  of  depodt  and  issue. 
On  tut  question  be  would  not  now  det^n  the 
committee  further  than  to  say  that  the  Treas- 
ury bank  was  already  eBtd)Iished,  not  only  of 
draomt,  but  of  circulation.  We  have  always 
had  one  to  some  extMit,  and  have  generally  had 
two  millions  of  warrants  in  circulation.  He 
had  also  referred  to  the  expen^tures  of  Gov- 
«nuuent — they  had  increased  two  or  three-fold ; 
bat  that  increase  had  been  made  almost  excln- 
riyely  for  extraordinary  purpoees.  "We  appro- 
priated, in  1836,  thirty-eight  tnillions;  of  which, 
as  may  be  seen  by  a  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  ecTeuteen  millions  and  a 
half  were  ^propriated  to  ordinary  pomwes, 
and  twenty  millions  and  a  half  to  extraordinary 
oUeetSL  Of  the  latter,  thirteen  millions  and  a 
half  were  required  tot  Indian  tivaties  and  In- 
dian wan  in  the  nei^borfaood  of  the  genUe- 
man  from  Tenneaaee.  The  appropriationa  for 
the  present  year  amount  to  thuty-two  millicma, 
cf  which  fourteen  were  for  extraordinary  pur- 
poses. He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  necessity  of  reducing  the  public  expendi- 
tures. It  is  obvious  they  will,  as  they  have 
done  uniformly,  increase  with  an  increasing 
revenue,  and  be  suddenly  curtailed  when  the 
Terenne  falls  ahwt.   Saoh  would  be  the  case 


now,  and  our  expen^tnres  must  he  reduced  to 
seventeen  or  eighteen  millions. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  appeared  to 
complam  that  the  Executive  had  not,  when  the 
crisis  came  upon  the  country,  in  May  last,  di- 
rected tiie  different  departments  to'stop  the 
expenditures.  TMs  was  singular  doctrine,  after 
all  we  had  heard  for  some  years  past  on  ttie 
aulject  of  Executive  usurpation,  to  expect  the 
Executive  to  direct  the  execution  of  the  lawa 
to  be  suspended,  while  there  were  means  in  tiie 
Treasury.  But,  the  views  of  the  President 
and  of  the  departments  were,  from  necessity, 
similar  to  those  stated  by  the  gentleman.  It 
was  evident  that  the  revenue  would  £eu1,  and 
that  some  of  the  expenditures  could  not  be  met 
— a  minute  inquiry  was  instituted  in  every 
branch  of  public  expenditure,  to  ascertfun  wh^ 
could  be  conveniently  postponed  till  next  year. 
It  was  ascertuned  that  some  fifteen  or  sixteen 
millions  might  be  suspended  tlU  the  next  year, 
to  wfut  the  future  action  of  Congress. 

It  would,  bowevor,  be  whol^  impracticable 
to  cnrtail  the  expenditures  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  present  year.  The  very  branches  of  ex- 
penditure refarred  to  by  the  gei^emau  from 
Tennessee  are  not  now  within  our  reach.  One- 
half  of  the  amount  is  already  expended,  and 
most  of  the  remunder  is  ondei;  contract.  What- 
ever we  may  do  in  ourtEuling  the  expenditures 
for  the  next  year,  any  attempt  to  interfere  with 
the  expenditures  of  the  last  qnarter  would  be 
wholly  unavailable ;  and,  if  attempted,  must  be 
attended  with  much  loss  and  embarrassment  to 
the  Grovemment. 

Gentlemen  might  take  what  view  they 
pleased  of  the  state  of  onr  finances,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  make  any  estimate  which  wilt  not 
exhibit  s^  deficiency  in  our  means  to  meet  the 
current  expenses  of  Government  This  deposit 
cannot  be  made  unless  we  create  a  public  debt 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  placing  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  to  be  transferred  and  deposited  in  the 
Treasuries  of  the  several  States.  Such  a  meas- 
ure, he  felt  persuaded,  would  never  be  sanc- 
tioQcd  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Bell  made  a  few  remarks  in  rejoinder  * 
to  Mr,  Caubbelbno,  and  insisted  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  gentleman  did  not  controvert  Mr. 
B.'s  of  yesterday,  that  there  was  a  dead  fund  of 
five  millions  of  doUarson  hand;  and  that,  assum- 
ing that  fact,  which  he  said  was  incontrov^ 
ibie,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  estimate, 
there  would  be  a  deficit  of  only  one  million 
some  odd  hundred  thousand,  bnt,  according  to 
Mr.  B.'b  estimate,  an  exoeas  of  rinng  three  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  Hndbrwooi)  next  addressed  the  commit- 
tee. Mr.  Chairman,  (said  he,}  X  have  listened 
to  the  debate  with  surprise.  It  seems  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  unable  to  make  a 
I>lain  statement,  unfolding  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  national  finaacet^  or  tnat  we  are  in- 
capable of  nnderstanding  it  In  either  case, 
there  is  cause  for  regret  It  is  a  national  ca- 
lamity that  a  man  should  be  placed  at  the  head 
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of  the  Treasnrj,  whose  confused  and  ioToWed 
Btatetuents  leave  doubts  in  regard  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  his  reports.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  fault  is  ours,  if  the  Secretary  has  been  clear, 
discriminfting,  and  definite,  and  we  cannot 
comprebehd  the  facts,  it  is  a  serions  misfortune 
that  the  people  are  so  poorly  represented. 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  the  States  acceded  to  the 
terms  prescribed  in  the  deposit  act  of  1886,  a 
clear  contract  was  formed  between  them  and 
the  General  Govenunwt-^oBt  soch  a  contract 
as  would  entitle  an  indivianil  to  damages  in 
similar  circumstaneea,  if  the  contract  was  not 
performed.  Suppose  you  had  a  sarpluB  quan- 
tity of  work-horscs,  and  yon  were  to  propose 
to  me  to  keep  them  for  you,  that  I  might  have 
the  nse  o^  them  as  long  as  I  ret^nra  them ; 
that  I  should  insnre  Uieir  lives,  and  return  them 
in  good  order  when  called  for ;  and  that  you 
would  deliver  to  me  a  certfun  number  at  four 
several  times,  a  week  or  a  month  apart ;  pro- 
vided, however,  that  yon  should  not  recMm 
more  than  one  horse  in  any  one  month,  without 
thirty  days'  jirevious  notice.  Suppose  I  assent 
to  all  this,  and  go  on  and  erect  stables,  pnr- 
chase  provender,  and  empl<7  hands  to  take 
care  of  the  horBes^  and  to  work  them  so  as  to 
remunerate  me  for  all  my  teonble  and  expense. 
Soppose  yoQ  delivvr  me  the  first  three  portions 
at  the  times  stipnlated ;  bat  a  few  days  before 
the  last  are  to  be  delivered,  yon  say  to  me  that 
I  shall  not  have  them — that  yon  find  yon  have 
use  for  them  yourself.  May  I  not  answer,  X 
want  them  likewise ;  I  have  made  my  arraage- 
meuts,  looking  to  the  fulfilment  of  your  prom- 
iies.  I  have  agreed  that  my  neighbor's  chil- 
dren shall  go  to  school  over  the  mud  upon  the 
backs  of  a  port  of  the  horses,  and  I  need  the 
rest  to  help  me  abont  improvements  in  progress 
on  my  farm.  I  have  been  at  expense  and 
trouble  la  preparing  to  take  care  of  them.  I 
have  aaanmed  risk  by  iosnring  their  lives ;  and 
now,  rir,  if  yoa  don't  comply  on  your  part,  I 
will  sae  yon  for  damages."  There  nevor  was  a 
pldner  case  of  contract  between  individuals  than 
the  one  sapposed ;  and  yet,  sir,  It  Is  precisely  the 
case  between  this  Government  ana  the  States. 
So  far  as  legal  and  moral  principles  are  oonoem- 
ed,  there  is  no  distinction  between  the  cases. 
There  is  but  one  difference ;  individuals  could 
appeal  to  the  Judiciary  for  redress ;  this  Gov- 
ernment is  amenable  to  no  sadi  tribunal.  But, 
sir,  the  perpetrator  of  wrong,  who  violates  prin- 
ciple because  he  knows  that  he  can  do  it  with 
inapnuity,  more  deserves  the  scorn  of  mankind 
than  if  t^e  dongeon  or  the  gibbet  were  the 
penalty..  I  beg  the  memhers^of  this  Hoose  not 
to  flatter  thenudves  that  tiiey  are  irresponrible 
for  voting  to  violato  the  faith  and  contract  of 
the  nation.  There  is  a  political  tribunal  before 
which  they  must  account.  Tfaey  may  hear  the 
verdict  of  an  incensed  people  proclaimed  in  a 
Toice  of  thunder,  "  Depart  from  our  service,  ye 
workers  of  iniquity."  Yon  had  better  not  be 
the  first  to  violato  the  contract,  lest  the  States 
imitate  your  example,  to  punish  yoa. 


[SaraDOEa,  1887. 

In  contemplating  the  evils  of  a  dqHeciatcd 
currency,  I  was  aozious  for  the  adc^tion  of 
some  effectual  and  immediate  remedy,  and  de- 
sirous that  the  President  wonld  propose  some 
scheme  of  relief  in  which  I  could  concnr.  Bat 
he  has  proposed  nothing  for  the  relief  of  the 
people.  On  the  contrary,  he  has  told  as  that 
"  all  conomunities  are  apt  to  look  to  Govern- 
ment for  too  much,"  and  referred  to  the  **  un- 
common fruitfblness  "  of  the  ooantty,  and  the 
"proceeds  (rf  onr  great  staples,"  to  Uqddate 
iebU  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to  rerive  com- 
meroe  and  credit.  This  waiting  npon  the  sea- 
sons  and  the  crops  is  rather  oold  ccnnfort  to 
those  who  must  perish  before  these  remedies 
can  operate,  unless  they  can  procore  other  aids. 
It  is  like  telling  the  poor  wreteh  who  is  shiver- 
ing at  the  door,  "  you  will  get  over  it  when 
warm  weather  comes,"  instead  of  helping  Mm 
with  a  blanket  However  much  the  Heasage 
has  failed  to  propose  or  recommend  any  thing 
in  aid  of  the  people,  it  has  substituted  a  scheme 
in  aid  of  the  office-holders,  and  still  further  to 
enlarge  Executive  power,  the  deleterioos  ocm- 
sequences  of  which  I  ^lall  briefly  e^Mwe. 

The  plan  is  to  establi^  sab-traasnrieivandto 
moke  wis  a  "  hard  money  Government."  Hie 
Jioj^ng  sounds  ot "  hard  money,"  when  we  are 
overwhelmed  with  ahin-plasters,  may,  and  prob- 
ably will,  tickle  the  ears  of  many  people,  and 
some,  as  in  former  days,  will  be  deluded  into 
the  belief  that  the  "  hard  money  "  age  is  jnst 
before  them,  and  that  nothing  more  is  neces- 
sary to  bring  on  this  political  millenniam  than 
to  worship  at  the  uirine  of  Prendent  Van 
Buren  with  increased  devotion.  There  is  do 
more  hope  of  a  political  zealot  than  there  is  of 
a  religious  bigot.  Each  is  without  the  pale  of 
reason.  I  do  not  expect  to  influence  partisans; 
but  those  who  are  not  blind  past  all  cure,  may 
be  preserved  from  tolUng  into  this  new  pit. 

The  plan  of  the  President  and  tlie  Seontary 
of  the  Treasnry  is  to  establish  sub-treasories  it 
such  places  as  may  be  deemed  proper,  and  ta 
appoint  suitable  officers,  at  which,  and  by 
whom,  the  public  money  ahall  be  kept  and  dis- 
bursed ;  and  to  receive  nothing  in  payment  <tf 
public  dues  but  specie.  This  plan  is  to  hrii^ 
about  the  hard  money  age  I 

One  of  my  principal  dejections  to  the  sub- 
Treasury  is,  the  increase  of  Executive  power 
and  patronage  which  would  necessarily  result 
from  it.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  soys. 
"  The  whole  addition  of  prindpal  oflBoen  need 
not  exceed  ten."  He  estimates  the  increased 
annual  expense  at  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars only.  Ten  principal  officers!  What  sal- 
aries would  you  ffye  to  each  ?  Kot  less,  I  sup- 
pose, than  yoa  g^ve  an  Auditor — $S,000  a  year ; 
especially  as  they  would  be  located  in  the  largo 
cities.  What  a  scrambling  among  offioe^eeken 
this  new  batch  of  offices  would  produce  1  How 
many  interviews  and  intrigues  at  the  'White 
House  would  grow  out  of  it,  I  leave  to  those 
who  are  fond  of  such  speculations.  Thirty 
thousand  dollws  a  year  I  set  down  as  the  least 
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for  ten  "  principal  officers,"  under  this  soheme  I 
Bow  nuuij  miniv  officers — clerks  and  agents — 
iriD  be  reqnired,  we  are  not  Informeil ;  nor  are 
ve  told  wuat  necessit;^  there  will  he  for  addi- 
timal  baildin^ ;  nor  are  we  told  where  the7 
■re  to  be  located.  I  will  venture  to  predict 
that,  instead  of  $60,000  a  year,  this  snb-Treas- 
wcy  soheme  will  cost  the  nation  donble  or  treble 
SB  mach,  should  it  ever  go  into  operation ;  and 
Jost  in  proportion  as  the  people  lose  money,  to 
sustain  the  establishment,  so  will  the  Prttident 
gun  power  to  reward  his  parti3an.<i. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  look  upon  this  new  scheme  as  an 
cnteiing  wedse  merely ;  the  beginning  of  a  new 
■jstem,  whi^  will  tdtfanatelj  place  all  Uie 
BMm^  of  Hm  nation  under  i^eoutive  oontrcd. 
The  Seeretarr  already  hints  that  be  could  ftar- 
nish  an  excellent  general  paper  onrren<7,  in 
small  bills,  based  upon  an  equal  amount  of  spe- 
cie deposited  in  his  sab-tre^ries.  I  a^it  it 
could  M  done,  and  that  it  might  be  conrenient 
to  the  people.  But  the  transition  is  so  easy 
from  a  snb-Treasnry  bank  of  deposit  to  a  snb- 
Treasnry  bank  of  discount,  that  I  apprehend 
great  danger  in  the  progress  of  events,  that  the 
President  wiU  deem  it  proper  to  call  on  Oon- 
gress  for  power,  throagh  his  Secretary,  to  lend 
money  at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  snrplos  rev- 
enue ;  and  that  Congress,  in  obedience  to  £x- 
eentive  recommendations,  will  sancUon  the  pro- 
ieet.  The  Secretary  now  esjt,  in  sabstance,  in 
the  ftth  page  of  his  late  report,  that  "  it  is  im- 
pos^ble  to  conduct  our  fiscal  operations  any 
length  of  time  wi&  ease,  vigor,  and  uiUibnnity, 
wiuoat  some  snch  regulator  as  a  power  to  issue 
and  redeem  Treasury  notes,  or  to  invest  and 
sell  the  investment  d  sarploses."  I  am  appre- 
hensive that  a  power  to  lend  the  snrplos  wonld, 
in  the  Secretary's  estimation,  be  foond  a  better 
"r^^ator,"  and  that  the  whole  scheme  of  snV 
treasuries  will  eventnate  in  a  Government  bank, 
where  the  money  of  the  nation  will  be  loaned 
out  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  President 
Should  such  a  state  of  things  ever  arrive,  and 
if  there  is  no  curtailment  of  Execntive  power, 
as  claimed  and  exercised  by  tbe  late  President, : 
I  am  ready  to  declare  that  American  Jibwty 
exista  no  longer.  The  people  will  become  the 
mere  slaves  of  power,  and  nothing  short  of  rev- 
elation will  burst  thdr  chains. 

Mr.  PioKENS  aald  he  would  submit  a  propo- 
Btaon  which  he  thought  would  meet  the  views 
of  a  large  m^ority  of  both  sides  of  the  House, 
and  that  was  to  postpone  the  payment  of  the 
instalment  to  the  '*  1st  day  of  January,  1889," 
by  which  time  it  would  be  seen  if  the  postpone- 
ment should  be  made  indefinite  or  not.  Mr.  P. 
then  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  till  ftiriher 
providon  by  law,"  and  insert  "  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1839." 

Hr.  DuNOAH  s^d  he  was  anxious  for  the  pas- 

S;e  of  the  MIL  There  was  more  than  one  oon- 
mlion  that  operated  on  his  mind  and  In- 
dttoed  lum  to  8npp(»t  it.  The  ot^ect  of  the 
d^todt  act  was  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  tiie 
forploa  revenue — a  sorploa  which,  as  he  would 


£H.  or  B. 

attempt  to  show,  grew  ont  of  a  policy  the  most 
dangerous  and  disastrous  in  its  eharaoter,  and 
which,  if  it  had  been  perdsted  In,  would  have, 
in  all  probability,  severed  this  Union — he  meant 
the  unequal  and  inequitable  policy  misnamed 
"the  American  ^stem,"  whicn  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  official  elevation  of  iia  projectors  and 
zealous  supporters,  and  which,  in  its  operation, 
was  at  the  same  time  beneficial  to  one  portion 
of  the  Union  and  destructive  to  another.  The 
snrplus  was  now  disposed  o^  and  the  object 
for  which  tiie  deposit  law  was  made  is  accom- 
plished, and  it  was  of  no  further  use.  He  hoped 
it  would  take  its  place  among  the  things  uiat 
had  been  and  ue  not,  and  that  the  polioy  which 
gave  rise  to  its  neoessi^  would  share  the  same 
&te. 

The  questicm  Involved  in  tbe  bill  was  dmply 
whether  the  GlovemmeDt  shall  depodt  |9,000- 
000  with  the  States,  in  proportion  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  Ooog^^  when,  to  enable  her  to 
do  it,  she  must  borrow  a  sum  equal  in  amount, 
to  supply  her  own  wants  during  the  current 
year. 

The  first  fact  upon  which  the  question  de- 
pends is,  does  the  Gtovemment  want  the  money  t 
And,  if  it  does,  is  it  not  better  that  she  ^ould 
keep  her  own  and  use  it,  than  to  deposit  it  with 
the  States  and  run  in  debt  for  an  equal  amount 
to  supply  her  own  wants  f  To  convince  tbe 
committee  that  the  amount  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  depodtB  wonld  be  wanted  tbe 
Govenunent  for  her  own  nse,  he  had  prepared 
a  statement,  which  was  the  result  of  a  calcula- 
tion from  the  facts  stated  in  the  report  of  tibe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  correct,  and  conolosively  show 
that  Government  would  want  the  fhll  amount 
of  the  fourth  instalment.  In  submitting  the 
statement,  he  wonld  acknowledge  his  obligation 
to  the  worthy  and  distioguished  gentieman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  MoKnt,)  tar  tbe  assistance  he 
had  received  from  him  in  inepaiing  the  state- 
ment 

[Here  Mr.  Dnncan  snbndtted  Us  statement] 

said  Hr.  D.,  tbe  report  oi  the  Secretary 
of  tiie  Treasury  is  a  correct  and  true  npositicHi 
of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  and  the  flumoes  of 
^e  nation,  then  his  statement  proved,  beyond 
all  doubt,  that  the  money  proposed  to  be  de- 
posited as  a  fourth  instalment  was  required  for 
the  use  of  the  Government,  and  it  disposed  ct 
the  main  question. 

Bnt  to  return  to  the  subject  of  this  bill.  Is 
it  good  policy  for  the  Government  to  deposit 
her  money  with  the  States,  for  their  use,  when 
^e  wants  to  use  it  herself?  The  decision  of 
this  question  seemed  to  him  a  small  basiness. 
Present  the  naked  question,  and  there  was  no 
schoolboy  in  the  district  he  had  the  honor  to 
r^resent  vho  did  not  carry  tiie  answer  on  the 
end  of  his  tcmgoe.  What  was  there  about  the 
question  that  prevented  it  from  being  a  plain, 
easy  questiim  to  answer}  We  are  told  that 
there  existi  a  oontraot  between  the  Govem- 
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moDt  and  the  States  that  ia  Undlng  in  law,  in 
equity,  and  in  oonacience ;  that  Oongress,  hy  a 
BOlemn  act,  Iiad  agreed  to  depout  tiae  Borplns 
revenue  Trith  Uie  States  for  safe-keying,  pro- 
Tided  the  States  would  agree  to  receive  it,  and 
that  the  States  bad  agreed  to  the  only  condi- 
tion necessary  to  complete  the  contract,  viz: 
to  receive  them.  Therefore,  the  States  were 
entitied  to  the  full  bene0t  of  the  contract,  and 
in  good  faith  the  money  ought  to  he  ^aid  over. 
"What  miserable  eophistry !  What  pitiful  snh- 
terflige  to  cover  nakedness  and  deformity,  and 
how  far  from  every  tme  principle  connected 
with  the  question  1  What  is  the  title  of  the 
d^po^t  act  t  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  de- 
posit of  tiie  snrploB  revenue,  and  safe  keeping 
of  the  some."  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  title 
of  this  act  tiiat  authorizes  uie  belief  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  the  States  should  have  any 
other  benefit  from  the  pubUo  moneys  than  a 
depodtor  shoold  have  from  any  generd  deposit? 
Is  there  any  expres^on  in  the  body  of  the  act 
that  conveys  any  other  meaning?  On  the  con- 
trary, is  it  not  faJl  of  provisions  by  which  such 
inferences  are  studiously  foreclosed  and  avoid- 
ed 1  Does  not  the  act  provide  the  manner  in 
wMch  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  recall 
them  whenever  the  circumstances  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  require?  I>id  the  supporters  of 
(hat  law  attempt  to  conirey  the  idM,  or  advance 
the  argument,  when  it  was  under  consideration, 
that  ta6  surplus  revenue,  in  the  form  of  a  de- 
posit, was  really  to  be  a  nft  to  tbe  States  t 
No,  sir.  At  the  time  the  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration, there  was  no  idea  hold  out  or  ad- 
vanced otiier  than  that  the  money  was  to  be 
placed  with  the  States  for  safe-keeping.  But 
gentiemen  who  r^oice  at  the  embarrassed  state 
of  the  Treasury,  and  who  are  shouting  that 
their  former  predictions  of  misrule  and  rmn  are 
verified,  are  willing,  in  violation  of  the  mean- 
ing, spirit,  and  express  words  of  the  depont 
law,  to  withhold  ftom  Government  the  neces- 
sary funds  of  conducting  its  oidy  l«ntimate 
operations  and  that,  too,  for  party  effect ;  so 
that  possibly  what  they  heretofore  predicted, 
and  now  dedare  has  hwpened,  yet,  perad- 
ventore,  prove  true.  But  In  what  section,  sal- 
ience, word,  or  syllable  of  tlmt  act  is  the  pro- 
vldon  to  warrant  the  statement  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  pledged  to  deposit  with  the  States 
the  means  of  her  own,  wnioh  are  necessary  to 
conduct  her  own  concerns  ?  Sir,  such  a  con- 
stmction  of  the  act,  and  such  a  policy,  is  revolt- 
ing to  every  economist  and  correct  Judge  of 
orainary  deaUi^  and  busineas  habits. 


TanBsi>i.T,  September  21. 

£anbrupt£aw. 

Hr.  Thomas,  chairman  of  the  Conmiittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  rose  and  stated  that  he  had  been 
instmoted  by  that  committee  to  state  to  the 
Bouse  that  the  committee  had  this  daj  ad<^ted 
a  resolution  that  it  ia  inei^tedient  (o  report  a 


[Septemb^  issr. 

bankrupt  law  at  this  specM  seBsim  of  Oon- 
greas. 

The  JburM  ImtalTomt  BOL 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  PioEEss  to  strike  ^m  the  bUl  the  in- 
definite clause  "  till  farther  provirion  by  law,^ 
and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January,  1889." 

Ur.  JoNSS,  of  Yii^^ia,  said :  It  has  been  oosh 
tended,  that  an  expectation  has  been  raised  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  that  the  transfer  woidd 
be  made ;  that,  upon  the  fiuth  of  that  expecta- 
tion, the  States  liad  aotoally  gone  on  to  tppto- 
(viate  the  amount:  and  tiitt  such  eqiectatko 
should  not  now  be  m8q)poihted.  Tide,  sir,  may 
be  tme,  and  I  doubt  not  is  true,  as  fo  manj  of 
the  States ;  4t  may  be  that  the  course  <^  legis- 
lation on  the  part  of  the  States  may  subject 
them  to  very  serious  inconvenience,  and  poeid- 
bly  to  loss.  But  the  inqniry  immediate  xe- 
onrs :  Whose  act  was  it  that  produced  the  diffi- 
culties witii  the  States?  It  was  the  action  of 
the  States  themselves  through  their  Le^tla- 
tures:  action,' too,  taken  by  them,  with  foil 
knowledge  that  the  money  so  applied  was  nei- 
ther given  nor  loaned,  but  merdy  deposited,' 
liable  to  be  called  for  at  any  moment  when  the 
wants  of  the  Gk)vemment  ^ould  render  neces- 
sary its  return.  And  the  argument  from  incon- 
venience, if  it  be  wortli  any  fhing^  Is  Jnat  as 
oondasive  to  prove  that  tiie  amount,  when  de- 
posited, could  at  no  fbtnre  day  be  called  for; 
tor  I  presume  it  will  never  be  entirely  conven- 
ient to  pay  back  the  amonnt.  It  proves  that 
what  was  intended  and  declared  to  be  a  men 
deposit  for  safe-keeping,  was,  in  tmth  and  in 
fact,  a  gift,  absolate  and  unconditional;  that 
such  was  never  the  intention  of  Gragreas  ii 
rendered  too  plain  by  the  terms  of  the  law  it 
self  to  admit  even  of  doubt 

But  suppose  it  shall  now  be  detemdned  to 
pay  over  the  fomth  instdment  to  the  States; 
bow  is  the  amonnt  to  l>e  r^sed  ?  It  is  not  in 
the  Treasury ;  for  to  all  practical  pniposes  we 
have  very  nearly  an  empty  T^eaBury :  1^  Ola 
I  mean  that  the  av^lahle  means,  at  ue  diqwaal 
of  the  Secretary,  are  not  snfficient  to  meet  the 
demands  upon  w.  How,  then,  is  the  aoocj  to 
be  raised  ?  I  presume  by  a  loan  of  some  kind, 
with  the  f^th  of  the  Government  pledged  for 
its  redempticm ;  but  ultimately  to  be  diswarged, 
and  pidd  off,  tlirou^.tbe  ordinary  channets  of 
tazanon  upon  the  people.  It  follows,  then,  that 
the  people  are  to  be  taxed  to  raise  mcmey  to 
distnbnte  among  the  people.  Ton  most  gra- 
ciondy  give  them  witii  one  band,  and  take  Mck 
with  the  other  a  like  amount;  increased,  how- 
ever, by  the  costs,  and  chai^  of  collection; 
and,  also,  by  the  amount  of  interest  that  may 
have  accrued  on  the  loan.  The  conclnsiou 
seems  to  me  inevitable,  that  the  passage  d  the 
biU  now  under  conrideration  will  gtve  to  the 
fourth  instalment  its  proper  direction,  by  pac- 
ing it  in  a  condition  to  be  appUed  to  the  legiti- 
mate pnnxMes  of  the  Government,  for  whion  it 
was  orig^iaUy  intended. 
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Hr.  Athebton  Bud:  la  whateTsr  light  it 
xnay  be  viewed,  the  qaestion  seeme  to  be, 
whether  we  shall  borrow  monej  for  the  sake 
of  depoeiting  it  with  tiie  States.  The  gentle- 
man m>ni  Pennsylvaaia,  (Ur.  Bkbcoaht,)  who 
addressed  the  ooramittee  some  days  since,  was 
understood  to  admit  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
In  the  Treasory,  bat  to  contend  that  the  Secre- 
tary was  Ixiund  to  make  this  deposit,  if  there 
were  no  action  of  Congress  on  the  sabject ;  and 
that  the  qaestion  was  whether  we  would  stop 
fliis  flf>propriatioD.  Now  he  (Mr.  A.)  tiioaght 
it  incombeat  on  gentlemra  to  say  how  the  Sec- 
retary could,  by  any  possibUlty,  do  this,  unless 
there  bo  some  action  of  Congress  on  tne  snb- 
Ject.  He  thooght  it  incumbent  also  on  those 
who  contended  tbere  is  such  a  vast  amount  of 
money  in  the  Treasury,  to  inform  the  Secretary 
where  it  may  be  found.  Kor  could  he  conceive 
it  to  be  other  than  a  raisapplicadm  of  terms  to 
call  this  an  appropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Ur.  Bell) 
has  sfud  that  he  views  the  question  of  making 
tho  deposit  of  the  last  instalment  with  the 
States  as  a  question  of  futh,  like  that  of  m^- 
ing  payment  to  any  other  creditor.  To  him 
Qir.  A.)  the  porition  that  tiiis  was  a,  ooutract, 
•eemed  utterly  untenable.  Are  the  States  our 
eredltora  to  the  amount  of  the  last  Instalment? 
Wliat  con^eration  have  we  received  for  it? 
Has  the  money  already  deposited,  gone  to  pay 
our  debts  to  the  States  ?  The  genueman  £rom 
Ohio  (Mr.  Looms)  contends  that  the  States  fur- 
nish a  consideration,  because  they  ore  obliged 
to  agree  to  accept  the  money,  and  to  pledge  the 
fUth  of  the  States  for  its  repayment  Now,  this 
fhct,  to  Kr.  A.'s  mind,  showed  it  to  be  a  de- 
porat,  else  why  bo  much  caution  as  to  securing 
the  repayment  of  the  money  when  needed? 
All  the  guards  and  securities  to  this  end,  prove 
fliat  it  was  the  mon^  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  that  of  the  States.  The  deposit  law  of  1880, 
both  in  its  letter  and  in  its  ^irit,  is  a  law  for 
the  safe-keeping  of  the  money  or  the  United 
States.  We  have  power  to  withdraw  the 
money  after  its  deposit,  if  we  need  IL  and,  of 
eonrse,  to  withhold  it  The  law  was  based  on 
the  aapposition  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  aa  available  surplus. 

The  gentieman  from  Tennessee  has  s^d  that 
he  ooDsidered  this  a  question  whether  onr  ex- 
penditures were  to  be  redaoed  now  or  never, 
and  oontenda  that  the  etpenditures  under  ex- 
isting wpropriations  can  oe  so  reduced  as  to 
snpersede  any  necessity  of  postponing  the  last 
instalment.  It  seemed  to  nim  (Mr.  A.)  that 
this  is  shown  to  be  utterly  impracticable.  AU 
ttxpen^tares  have  already  been  postpmed  in 
the  Seoretaiy's  estimates,  which,  after  a  moat 
tanSoi  investigation,  it  was  found  could  prop- 
erty 1»e  diqwnsed  witii  fin- the  present.  It  must 
be  apparent  that  the  greatest  reduction  which 
could,  by  any  possibifilr,  l>e  made  in  the  ez- 
penditores  of  the  last  three  months  of  this  year, 
woold  not  affect  the  balance  In  the  Tretuury  to 
an  amount  snfiMent  to  make  any  diffwenoe  in 


[H.  or  B. 

the  aspect  of  the  question  under  con^deration. 
As  to  the  reference  made  by  that  gentieman  to 
the  sum  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers,  it 
seemed  only  necessary  to  recollect  that  this 
sum  is  not  in  the  Treasury,  and  can  in  no  man- 
ner l>e  made  applicable  by  the  Secretary  in  the 
manner  contended  for.  Money  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers  is  charged,  at  once,  to  appro- 
priations which  are,  by  ^t,  so  much  reduced ; 
and  of  the  amount  returned  by  the  last  reports 
as  in  the  hands  of  those  officers,  half  of  it  is 
actoally  expended,  and  all  the  ranainder  con- 
tracted for.  Should  works  under  contract  be 
stopped,  every  one  must  perceive  it  would  bo 
a  source  of  ^raat  expense  and  loss.  We  should 
be  beset  with  application  after  application  for 
damages  on  account  of  breaches  of  those  con- 
tracts ;  and  it  reqmres  but  v^  little  acquaint- 
ance with  such  sabjecta  to  convince  us  at  once 
that  the  reaponsibuities  and  the  expense  thus 
incurred  would,  by  far,  counterbalance  any  ad- 
vantage that  oould  acome  to  the  Treasury.  He 
(Mr,  A.)  beUeved  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration  wonJd  be  found 
as  ready  as  the  gentieman  from  Tennessee  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  extravi^ant 
appropriatims.  That  gmtieman  has  sud  that 
the  pnrfSesdons  of  economy  of  this  adminlstr^ 
timi,  like  those  of  the  last,  were  hollow.  In 
regard  to  the  professions  of  the  last  administra- 
tion, perhaps  ne  (Mr.  A.)  ought  to  defer  to  the 
greater  experience  of  the  gentieman  from  Ten- 
nesseesBud  his  superior  opportunities  of  Judg- 
ing. He  had,  however,  been  inclined  to  be- 
lieve them  sincere,  and  before  he  admitted  tlie 
justice  of  the  geatieman's  imputation,  he  would 
like  to  inquire  whether  the  6-iends  of  the  gen- 
tieman, the  National  Bepnblicans  of  the  North, 
who  have  been  diaracterized  by  the  gentieman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Pioeens)  as  having 
r^rm  on  their  lips  and  extravannoe  in  th^ 
hearts,  had  nothing  to  do  with  tiiese  eztravfr- 
gant  appn^irktions.  But  it  did  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  AO  that  of  all  tSie  extTavaganoe  ever  heard 
of^  of  au  the  extravagance  which  it  ever  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  the  greatest 
is  that  proposed  by  the  opponwkts  of  this  bllL 
It  is  to  DoiTow  mcHiey  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
it  away — aooording  to  the  views  of  the  gentie- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Undkrwood,)  who 
contends  that  the  States  have  a  right  to  retain 
tills  money  after  they  once  ^  it — or  borrow 
money  and  pay  interest  for  it,  that  it  may  be 
kept  safdy  for  us  by  the  States,  who  pay  no 
interest  I  In  either  view  of  the  subject,  he 
called  on  gentiemen  to  ^ow  that  this  is  not  the 
worst  of  extravManoe. 

Hr.  FoexBB  said  lie  would  ask  the  iHends  of 
the  administration  on  that  floor,  and  those  who 
voted  for  the  tniglnally,  and  who  intended 
to  oarry  it  out  into  complete  effect,  to  meet  on 
some  common  ground,  and  fblfil,  as  nearly  as 
the  exigency  wul  permit,  the  ori^nal  intention 
of  that  bill.    He  would  recommend  for  that 

Surpoae  the  amendment  of  the  gentiemen  from 
onth  Oantlina,  (Mr.  Fionm,)  which  proposes 
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a  postponement  of  the  fonrth  instalment.  For, 
sir,  asKed  Mr.  F.,  does  anjr  one  pretend  that  the 
GorerDment  eball  never  p&j  over  this  last  in- 
stalment ?  That  eonld  not  be  pretended,  under 
the  plain  and  obvioas  intention  of  the  act  of 
1886.  Why  not,  then,  acoept  the  amendment 
suggested  ?  Mr.  F.  believaa  flomething,  if  not 
this,  must  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  Treas- 
mj.  The  availaUe  fimda  at  the  oanmaud  of 
the  Govemment  would  go  hut  a  short  war 
towards -the  liquidatitm  m  this  fourth  instal- 
ment. It  was  not  to  he  paid  orer,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  act,  without  resorting  to 
some  kmd  of  debt^  ^ther  by  borrowing,  or  hj 
an  increase  of  the  amonnt  of  Treasury  notes. 
Under  this  aspect  of  affairs,  he  would  be  oom- 
pelled  to  go  for  the  bill,  if  no  substitute  or 
amendment  were  provided.  The  gentleman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  (Mr.  Pigebnb)  proposed  to 
postpone  the  payment  of  the  last  sum  dne  the 
States  until  January  Ist,  1889.  In  the  mean 
time  we  can  look  around  us,  retrench  our  ex- 

riditures,  benefit  by  experience,  and  ascertain 
without  detriment,  we  can  deposit  with  the 
States  what  we  must  all  oertidnlj  admit  is  hon- 
«Uy  dne  them.  Gan  &ere  be  any  olfjec^oii  to 
this  course— to  the  aasomption  of  this  common 
ground? 

Mr.  Bbigos  said :  Can  this  Govemment  now 
withhold  the  fourth  iostalmeat  wltiiout  the  con- 
sent of  the  States,  and  not  violate  the  plidn  pro- 
visions of  thdr  own  law  ? 

The  money  was  to  be  passed  over  to  the 
States  in  four  equal  instalments,  at  fixed  periods. 
It  was  to  l>e  repaid  by  them  when  wanted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  meet  ^pro- 
priations  made  by  law,  in  ratable  proportions, 
and  in  sums  not  exceeding  a  certain  amount  by 
any  one  State.  No  provmon  in  law  authorizes 
the  Secretary  to  withhold,  in  any  state  of  the 
case,  any  portion  of  the  money,  a  or  does  Con- 
gress reserve  to  Itself  the  right  or  power  to  do 
any  snch  thing. 

The  gentlman  ftom  Vtr|^nia  (Ifr.  Joms) 
asks  if  Oonnws  meant  that  this  money  should 
be  deported  with  the  States,  ff  the  Govem- 
ment should  want  it  for  its  own  purposes  ?  I 
answer,  that  Congress  intended  that  aH  the 
money  which  should  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1887,  after  dedacting  five 
mUUiHis  of  dollars,  shonld  be  deported  with  the 
States.  To  prove  this  intention,  I  refer  to  the 
oplicit,  unambiguous,  and  unqu^ified  langua^ 
of  thmr  own  law,  made  to  aooanplish  this 
identical  purpose. 

The  gentleman  frnn  Virginia  si^  the  fact 
that  this  thirty-sevoi  millions  were  to  be  paid 
to  the  States  by  liutalments  does  not  change 
the  character  of  the  transaction  between  the 
General  Govemment  and  the  States.  I  concur 
with  him  fhlly.  The  instalments  were  arranged 
for  tiie  aooommodation  of  the  banks,  who  held 
that  money  on  deposit.  As  between  the  Gov- 
emment and  the  States,  the  case  is  the  same  as 
though  the.  whole  amonnt  had  been  paid  out  at 
once.  If  it  had  been  so  paid,  neither  the  Sec- 
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retary,  under  the  law,  nor  Congress,  by  new 
legislation,  would  have  had  the  right  to  reoll 
the  money  in  any  different  manner  than  is  pre. 
vided  by  the  terms  of  the  law  as  proposed  to, 
and  aooepted  by,  the  States.  This  fourth  fai- 
stalment  constitutes  a  much  lai^r  amonnt  than 
could  be  demanded  from  the  States,  and  camiot 
tiierefore,  in  good  finitii  to  them,  be  witbbdd 
without  their  consent.  What  Ccngress  wodU 
have  done  if  they  bad  antidtwted  a  difitemt 
state  of  the  Treasury  is  one  thing;  what  Aey 
actually  did,  and  what  are  the  rights  of  the 
States  resulting  from  thehr  actitm,  is  entirdy 
another  thing. 


Fbidat,  S^tember  39. 
ne  Ibvrth  IruttOmmt  BOL 

Mr.  SiBUT,  of  New  Twk,  said  Out  the  fint 
and  great  qoestion  fi>r  the  House  to  dedde,  as 
a  co-ordinfd»  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, was  this :  What  are  the  oUlgataons  rest- 
ing npon  Congress,  in  the  rdation  which  it 
holds  to  the  several  States,  for  the  payment  of 
the  fourth  instalment  under  the  depont  act  of 
1836!  Has  our  past  action  raised  just  and  rea- 
sonable expectati<ms  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  this  money  would  be  pud ;  and  have  those 
expectations  led  to  important  arrangements  bj 
the  States,  deeply  and  seriously  affecting  the 
interests  of  the  people !  If  so,  then  have  obli- 
gations and  duties  been  imposed  upon  ns  which 
could  not  be  disregarded  without  violating  the 
faith  of  the  Federal  Govemment,  and  fizmg  a 
st^  upon  the  national  honw.  That  our  pon- 
tion  in  this  matter  might  be  dearir  seoi,  it 
would  only  1>e  neoessary  to  recur  to  uie  law  of 
Congress  for  regulating  the  depo^  of  the  pob- 
lio  money,  passed  on  ^e  28d  of  June,  1686,  sad 
to  the  action  of  the  several  States  oMueqwDt 
npon  that  law. 

Under  this  law  it  became  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  money  ia 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  July,  1687,  and 
to  commonicate  that  amount,  together  with  the 
law  which  appropriated  and  fixed  the  destansp 
tion  of  the  money,  to  the  several  States,  ss  an 
entire  proposition  for  their  acceptance  or  r^eo- 
tion.  This  duty  was  performed  by  that  officer, 
as  wpears  by  a  communication  made  by  bin 
to  GMigress  in  Januaiy,  1887,  in  whi^  he 
says: 

"  I  sdze  the  eartiest  occasion  to  inroim  CongresB  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  this  Department  rince  the 
Ist  instant,  in  compliance  with  tlie  18th  sedioo  of 
the  act  r^fulating  Uie  depoidts  of  the  public  DODcr." 

"  The  balance  in  the  Treasniy  on  that  day,  irU(^ 
VIS  sa^ect  to  be  apportioned  among  the  sercnl 
States,  has,  on  the  priudpleB  of  the  act,  as  consbaed 
by  Uie  Attomey.Genenl,  and  eiplained  in  my  bat 
annual  reprnt,  been  ascertained  to  be  $87,468,8U  97. 

«>  Tbe  dividon  <tf  this  mo&nr  ia  detaU  among 
sereral  States  may  be  seen  in  the  docmnent  anneied, 
(marked  A.)" 

That  document  (oontanood  Mr.  S.)  shows  the 
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distribntive  portion  aocroing  to  mj  own  State 
(New  York)  to  be  $6,862,694  28. 

It  bad  been  said,  by  the  friends  of  this  bill, 
that  the  law  of  Jnne,  1886,  did  not  propose  to 
d^tosit  a  Bam  oert^.  The  maxim  that  that  is 
certain  which  maj  be  rendered  certdn,  is  a 
BitfScient  answffl- to  foch  aa  oUeetion.  Beridea, 
the  8Dm  dedgoated  by  the  uw  was  actnally 
rendered  certain  in  the  manner  ooatemplated 
by  the  act,  as  appears  by  Uie  statement  of  the 
offioer  charged  with  that  duty. 

The  iHY^mtion,  then,  mode  by  the  Federal 
Goremment  on  the  one  part,  to  the  Govem- 
ment  of  the  State  of  New  York  (equally  inde- 
pendent, and  as  competent  to  contract)  of  the 
other  part,  was,  in  snbstance,  this :  We  agree 
to  deposit  with  yon,  for  yonr  nse,  the  snm  of 
$5,862,964  28,  in  quatter-yearly  instalments, 
if  yon  will  agree  to  receive  that  snm  and  safely 
to  keep  and  repay  it,  when  dniy  demanded,  by 
instalments  not  exceeding  thirty  thousand  dol- 
Ins  eadi,  upoa  thirty  d^s*  previous  notice  of 
eftch  instalment. 

"What  was  the  response  of  New  York  to  this 
proportion  ?  Did  she  say  that  she  woold  re- 
ceive, safely  keep,  and  retam  any  fractional 
pert  of  the  stipniated  snm — as  one-half,  or 
three-fonrthsi  No,  sirt  (sud  Mr.  8.)  She 
aoeepted  yonr  pro^itioa,  and  yonr  whole 
pn^KMitioo,  in  all  its  parts  and  proportions. 
Yon  tended  her  an  entire  contract,  the  essence 
of  which  were,  the  amount  to  be  deposited,  the 
times  of  deposit,  and  the  terms  and  conditions 
o(  repayment.  She  closed  with  you  npon  that 
contzwst,  in  all  its  length  and  br^th,  and  has 
never  assented  to  change  or  modification.  In 
January,  *87,  the  Senate  and  AssemUy  of  that 
State,  represmUnff  its  sovereignly,  "straek 
hands  "  with  this  the  Fedwal  Oovemment,  and 
plighted,  in  solemn  form,  ita  fldth,  and  the  honor 
of  its  people,  for  the  performance  of  those 
temis,  which,  being  accepted,  drew  after  them 
remprbcal  obligations  of  foith  and  duty  on  yonr 
part.  Did  New  York  place  reliance  npon  that 
uith?  Jodge  of  her  confidence  by  her  con- 
duct Min^l  of  yonr  interests,  and  her  own 
obBgations,  she  made  prompt  provision  by  law 
for  the  safe  investment  of  every  dollar  of  the 
money  you  had  so  proffered  for  her  acceptance. 

In  fbil  reliance  on  yonr  fidelity  to  eugage- 
inents,  she  apportiwea  the  entire  snm  among 
ha  peofdeu  and  sent  ont  her  loan  officers  into 
the  several  counties  to  pi?  over  the  amonnt 
■etnally  received,  and  to  i»ne  anthoiixed  and 
offiolal  oertiflcates  for  the  payment  of  the  bal- 
ance. These  officers  have  performed  their  dnty. 
Tb^  have  lent  the  whole  five  millions,  and  for 
the  security  of  its  repayment  have  taken  bonds 
and  mortgaifes.  And  while  we  are  here  debat- 
ing  whether  tftiis  last  instalment  (amomitlng  to 
nearly  a  mUlion  and  a  half  of  dollars,  appro* 
IHiated  to  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  act  of 
1886,  and  aotnally  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  last  January)  be  now  anywhere  in  ex- 
istence, the  mortgages  of  the  landholders  of 
that  great  State  are  duly  executed  and  record- 


ed, for  securing  the  "  safe-keeping  and  employ- 
ment "  of  that  identical  money,  acoordmg  to 
the  terms  and  conditions  of  yonr  contract. 

There  exists,  then,  (continued  Mr.  S.,)  a  con- 
tract, compact,  or  agreement— call  it  what  yon 
will— -deliberately  formed  between  independent 
soverdgnties,  nnder  all  the  sanctions  and  sol- 
emnities used  and  approved  by  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  each  of  which  has  entered  npon 
the  execution  of  the  contract,  and  assumed  all 
the  liabilities  contemplated  by  it  It  is  now 
proposed  by  one  party  to  this  agreement,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  other,  to  set  at  naught 
some  of  its  essential  proviuons.  This,  it  is 
urged,  may  be  lawfully  done,  becanse  onr  en- 
gagements are  not  upheld  by  a  valid  considentr 
tion ;  and  the  g«iins  of  the  old  common  law  is 
invoked  and  ^rust  between  this  Government 
and  its  Jnst  accountabilities.  8ir,  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
seek  refuse  behind  the  narrow  and  technical 
rales  of  toe  common  law  when  she  acknowl- 
edges its  Jorisdiotion  over  her,  and  e<Hisenta  to 
become  a  party  litigant  befne  onr  jndlt^  tri- 
bnnals,  and  ytelds  obedience  to  their  mandates. 
But  while  she  stands  aloof  from  all  these,  a  law 
unto  herself,  and  a  fonntun  of  law  unto  others, 
it  does  not  become  her  to  intrench  hersdf  be- 
hind the  defences  of  a  system  to  which  she  does 
not  acknowledge  subjection. 

Hr.  CosmiAH  said :  I  contend  that  the  deposit 
act  is  not  such  a  contract  as  has  been  pretend- 
ed. It  is  a  mere  gratuity,  which  cannot  form 
the  basis  of  a  legal  contract  Neither  does  It 
lay  the  United  States  under  any  moral  obliga- 
tion to  deposit  money  with  the  several  States 
which  she  does  not  now  possess.  Soppose,  sir, 
that  one  individiial  shoola  say  to  another  that  he 
wonld  make  him  a  present  of  a  certain  article, 
at  a  cotain  time  and  place ;  and  suppose,  fbr^ 
ther,  tiiat  artido  should  be  accidentally  de< 
stroyed ;  would  that  individual  be  under  any 
legal,  or  even  moral  obligation  to  perfect  that 
b^evolent  dmign  ?  No,  sir^  there  is  not  a  gen- 
tleman on  this  fioor  who  will  contend  for  the 
fulfilment  of  such  a  promise,  npon  the  ground 
that  it  lays  the  founoation  of  a  l^al  contract, 
which  can  be  enforced  by  suit  at  law, 

Again,  sir;  suppose  one  individual  should 
say  to  another  that  he  had  in  the  hands  of  his 
agent  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  be  had  no  present  use.  This  snm  you 
may  have,  with  all  the  benefita  yon  can  derive 
from  it^  untU  he  shimld  he  under  the  necesdty 
of  oalluig  fbr  it;  when  he  should  return  it  to 
the  owner.  And  it  Is  fiirtber  agreed,  that  tiie 
same  shall  be  delivered  over  in  four  equal  instal- 
ments, in  one,  two,  three,  and  four  months.  Now, 
snppose,  tat^  three  of  the  above  instalments  to 
have  been  delivered  over  agreeably  to  the 
above-mentioned  promise,  but  before  the  time 
arrives  for  delivenng  the  fourth  instalment,  the 
gentieman  who  made  the  proposition  is  visited 
by  some  unexpected  calami^;  bis  property 
engulfed  in  the  ocean,  or  fire  may  have  consum- 
ed to  ashes  his  dwelUnga,  by  which  calamity  he  Is 
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wholly  unable  to  complete  his  original  design. 
Is  here  such  a  contract  as  could  be  legally  en- 
forced in  a  conrt  of  justice  ?  Would  there  be 
even  the  slightest  moral  obligation  resting  upon 
that  individual,  after  having  been  providential- 
ly deprived  of  the  means  of  folfllliDg  his  design, 
to  hand  over  the  foorth  instalment  as  above 
mentioned }  No.  sir,  every  gentleman  must  be 
compelled,  if  he  intends  to  abide  the  tmth, 
answer  this  question  in  the  native.  The  per- 
son to  whom  mch  an  overture  was  nude  wonld 
not  have  the  hardihood  to  assert  any  sndi 
cl^m.  He  conld  not  look  hia  friend  in  the 
face,  and  tell  bim  that  he  was  gnilty  of  a 
breach  of  f^th.  No,  he  woold  blnsh  to  make 
a  charge  of  that  sort. 

Kr.  OhairmaD,  in  the  case  as  above  supposed, 
I  have  given  yon,  as  I  think,  a  very  fur  expo- 
sition of  the  deposit  law  of  June,  1886,  That 
law  was  to  reguate  the  deposits  of  the  emplas 
revenue  of  the  General  Government.  Three 
instalments  <tf  that  sorplns  have  been  delivered 
over  to  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  re- 
quisitions itf  that  act ;  hnt  before  the  time  had 
arrived  for  transmitting  to  the  States  the  fourth 
instalment,  she  finds  hw  financial  afl^  in  such 
a  rituati<Hi  as  to  leave  her  without  any  surplus 
to  deposit  How  can  there  be  any  l^al  or 
moral  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  wposit  a  surplus  revenue  wUch  she 
doeenot  possess?  It  Is  folly  as  well  as  mad- 
ness to  make  any  such  pretensions. 

Mr.  HoLSBT  said :  Sir,  we  have  strong  ap- 
peals to  the  fmtb  of  this  Government  to  fnlnl 
the  expectations  of  the  States,  founded  upon 
the  deposit  act  of  18S6.  I  deny  the  obligation. 
I  can  safely  appeal  to  the  virtue  and  mtelli- 
gence  of  the  people,  and  ask  whether  they  de- 
sire for  State  purposes  the  money  collected  by 
this  Government,  when  it  is  necessary  for  Fed- 
eral purposes  f  b  the  toad  neoessuT  to  meet 
the  wants  of  the  Government?  This  is  the 
question.  let  us  refer  to  the  repinrt  of  the  Sec- 
retary. This  report  has  been  condemned  by 
the  (^iponents  <tf  the  bill  as  mysterious  and  in- 
oomprehenMble.  Be  this  as  it  may  as  to  the 
details,  the  aggregate  of  means  and  liabilities  Is 
set  down  so  plainly  that  "  he  who  runs  may 
read." 

The  amount  of  means  in  the  Treasury  for  the 
current  year,  in  round  numbers,  is  twenty-six 
millions  of  dollars,  exclu^ve  of  the  nine  mil- 
lions due  under  the  fourth  instalment,  and 
which  is  not  a  part  of  the  income  of  the  present 
year.  The  amount  of  expenditure,  by  virtue 
of  apprc^niations,  is  tfafartj-two  millionLleaT- 
tng  a  balanoe  of  nz  mOIions  ag^flt  the  Treas- 
ury, or  a  deficit  to  that  amount  This  debt  of 
six  millions  cannot  be  pdd  except  by  a  resort 
to  the  fourth  instalment,  or  to  tiiose  transfers 
which  have  already  been  made  with  the  States. 
Shall  we  give  them  the  fourth  instalment  in 
the  left  hand,  and  draw  iVom  them  with  the 
right,  under  the  provisions  of  the  deposit  actf 
It  is  more  easy  to  depo»t  money  with  the 
States  than  to  collect  it  from  them.  Btf  the 
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Erocess  of  collection  will  be  ftwm^t  with  d^ 
tys,  dangers,  collisions,  between  the  two  Gov* 
eroments,  which  will  leave  your  Treamir  to- 
tally unable  to  pay  the  appropriations.  It  is 
alr^y  announced  in  this  nail  that  the  depoAi 
with  the  States  are  a  gift  to  them.  Many  of 
the  States  have  made  permanent  investmetrii 
of  Uiis  flmd.  Some  have  deponted  it  witk 
banks,  to  be  kuuied  to  the  vcople,  AH  wiS 
fiwl  runotaut  to  return  it  If  we  might  jud^ 
from  the  tone  of  debate,  sixue  of  me  Btsto 
would,  as  their  represmtatiTCs  have  iauo,  at- 
tempt to  "  argue  the  seal  from  the  bond,"  aad 
prove  the  loan  to  be  a  gift  The  diffioil^  is 
inherent  in  the  nature  of  demands  upon  puit- 
ical  bodies ;  the  same  which  existed  under  the 
Confederation.  Some  will  reftiae  to  pay  under 
colorable  pretexts,  and*  none  win  pay  without 
all  will  pay  1  We  mast,  therefore,  ^Uscard  the 
idea  of  drawing  upon  the  States  for  the  funds 
already  on  deposit  with  them.  The  only  ex- 
pedient left  is  to  arrest  the  nine  millions  due 
under  the  last  instalment  This  amount  in  the 
deport  banks  will  not,  in  all  probalrility,  caned 
the  debt  of  t&z  millions.  Indeed,  the  gmnk 
and  signal  failure  of  those  institntions  to  eonqily 
with  th^r  enga^ments  renders  It  doabtfU 
whether  any  considerable  portion  of  it  can  be 
collected.  But  as  far  as  this  fiind  can  go  to  de> 
fray  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  it  sboald 
go.  It  is  not  legitimate  to  divert  it  to  any 
other  object  But  six  millions  of  excess  of  ei- 
penditure  is  a  minimum  point ;  one  to  wludi 
all  will,  and,  I  believe,  have  agreed. 

Mr.  Faibfield  sidd :  I  need  not  say  that  be- 
ing opposed  to  the  original  act  in  its  incqrtioo. 
and  in  all  its  subsequent  stages  and  prooeeses,  I 
am  of  course  in  &vor  of  the  bill  now  proposiiv 
the  postponement  of  the  paymmt  of  the  fbnrlh 
instalment  Bnt  it  is  said  by  several  gcc^ 
men  that  we  cannot  lawfully  withheld  ws  in- 
stalment That  the  States  have  acquired  i 
vested  right  in  it,  by  virtue  of  a  contract  Kr, 
I  hod  thought  that  the  doctrine  of  vested  ri^ 
had  become  snfficiently  odions  throng  the  in- 
discreet use  of  it  by  its  fiiends,  witfaoat  at- 
tempting to  apply  it  to  this  case.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bmooe)  has  la- 
bored to  show  that  there  is  a  contract  betrcca 
the  States  and  the  Government  of  the  tnited 
States,  and  upon  the  establishment  of  that  point 
seemed  to  consider  the  right  of  the  States  to 
the  instalment  as  dearly  made  oot.  Nov,  sir, 
does  one  follow  the  other  ?  It  appean  to  me 
not  If  it  be  a  contract,  the  next  inqmry  is, 
what  are  its  terms,  and  Is  it  a  binding  and  vsM 
one  ?  And  for  the  purposes  of  this  argiunent,  it 
may  he  admitted  to  be  a  contract  AllbailnMnts 
are  contracts.  This  is  one  kind  of  baihnHit, 
and,  therefore,  a  contract  It  ftHh  within 
class  of  bulments,  technically  denominated  in 
law  *'  deposit,"  wliich  is  the  milment  of  a  tMng 
by  one  to  another,  to  be  returned  when  the 
biUlor  caBs  for  it  By  this,  the  bulee  acquires 
no  right  or  title  to  the  thing  Iwlled,  or  to  its 
use^  but  Is  bound  to  restore  it  when  called  for. 
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Fotirti  IiutQlmnt  BUI. 


[H.  or  B. 


Oq  the  part  of  the  raited  States  this  bail- 
ment of  monej  to  the  States  was  merely  grata- 
itons ;  and  there  was  no  snch  consideration  in 
the  case  as  to  render  the  contract  a  legal 
■ad  -ralid  oneu  But  it  is  sdd  there  was  a 
^Qouse  on  the  part  of  the  States  to  paj  back 
the  mooej,  and  this  constituted  a  good  consid- 
eration. Sir,  as  well  might  I  set  np  a  legal 
■  daim  to  my  neighbor's  Irorse— ay,  to  a  Tested 
right  in  him,  beoaose  my  neighbor,  in  the  ez- 
erdse  of  a  spirit  of  courtesy  and  kindness,  said 
I  might  have  the  nse  of  his  horse  at  any  time, 
on  my  promise  to  return  him.  But  the  gen- 
tloman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Siblet)  has  un- 
dertaken to  show  that  there  was  a  good  oon- 
^deration  upon  strict  common  law  principles, 
and  has.  quoted  tcom  the  old  books  the  definition 
of  a  good  consideration  to  be  "  a  charge  or 
trouble  to  one  party,  or  a  benefit  to  the  other 
both  ot  which,  he  exist  in  this  case.  The 
States^  it  is  aud,  inouired  charges  and  trouble 
in  receiving  and  keqnng  this  money,  and  tite 
General  GoTemment  derived  a  benefit  in  hav- 
ing it  kept  for  them.  Sir,  I  must  confess  I 
'Was  not  prepared  to  hear  snch  a  position  as 
this  taken.  Can  it,  in  any  sense,  be  said  to  be 
a  charge  or  trouble  to  a  State  to  receive  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  use  it  for  an  indefinite 

Eriod  without  paying  interest  for  it  f  If  so,  I 
ow  of  «  great  many  people  who  wonld  Vke 
to  be  troubled  in  the  same  way ;  and  I  cannot 
aay  that  I  should  have  any  very  serious  olyec- 
tions  to  it  myself.  .A«iun :  how  can  it  be  stud, 
in  any  proper  sense  of  the  term,  that  the  Unit- 
ed States  Qovemment  derive  a  benefit  from 
tbetranaactiont  Just  look  at  the  foots.  The 
Govoomoit  have  a  large  surplus,  which  they 
do  not  want  to  use,  lying  in  the  deport  hanks, 
and  for  which  the  Government  is  drawing  in- 
terest This  Bonilus  Uie  Government  wltii- 
draws  from  the  hanks,  and  deposits  with  the 
States,  to  be  kept  by  them  without  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  And  this  the  gentleman  from 
Kev  York  calls  a  benefit  to  the  United  Stetes 
Government  I  Sir,  I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more 
palpable  penreraion  of  our  mother  traigne. 


Satdsdat,  Septonber  88. 
Fourth  Inttalmmt  Sill. 

On.  motion  of  Ifr.  Cavbbbusq,  the  House 
then  went  agdn  into  Comndttee  oi  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ha.tnu,  of 
Geor^a,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  hill  to  postpone  the  foorth  in- 
stalment of  deposit  with  t^e  States. 

ilr.  F.  0.  J.  Surra  s^d :  It  has  been  con- 
tended that  the  faith  of  the  Government  is 
plighted,- because  an  expectation  of  the  money 
has  been  created  among  the  States,  under  the 
law  of  Congress ;  and  that  to  withhold  it  would 
be  a  breaoi  of  that  £uth.  Now,  I  will  ask 
gentlemen  who  use  this  argument,  how  it  is  reo- 
oncilable  with  the  projposition  made  by  tlie 
iKMimble  gottleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bxu.,)  or  acqmeiced  in  by  him,  if  ocmiiDg  from 


another  quarter,  to  repeal  and  withhold  from  five 
to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  appropriated  by  law, 
to  build  harbors,  light-houses,  breakwaters,  and 
roads  t  Wonld  not  such  a  repeal  of  approiui- 
ations  be  equally  a  breach  of  the  pUghted  foitfa 
<^  the  nation,  that  such  moneys  were  to  be  ex- 
pended for  such  works  ?  Sir,  I  see  no  dlrtlne- 
tion  in  the  principle  of  the  two  measures,  and 
in  neither  do  I  see  any  thing  that  resembles  a 
violation  of  the  public  te&th. 

Sir,  those  who  oppose  this  postponement  or 
repeal  of  the  fourth  instalment,  regardless  of 
the  necessitous  condition  of  the  Treasury,  and 
on  the  principle  of  distribution,  pervert  the 
purpose  of  the  deposit  act ;  and  I  confess  I  was 
not  a  little  surprised  when  I  heard  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bmnut,)  and 
afterwards  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Loo- 
mis,)  oppose  it  on  the  ground  that  it  would  de- 
prive uieir  renwctive  States  of  a  certain  amotmt 
of  dollars  ana  cents  I  Pennsylvania  says  the 
fimner  Mntleman,  will  be  c<Hnpellea  to  aban- 
don a  muliott  of  dollars  if  this  bill  should  pass. 
Ohio,  says  the  latter  gendeniaiL  will  lose  seven 
hundred  thousand  ddlars,  if  this  bill  becomes 
a  law.  Why,  sir,  to  me  it  i^pears  whoUy  un- 
worthy of  the  people  of  these  two  great  States, 
to  allow  the  mere  consideration  of  benefit  or 
loss  in  dollars  and  cents  to  enter  into  either 
their  support  or  opposition  of  this  bill.  I  have 
heard  it  remarke<r  upon  this  floor,  in  other 
days,  that  no  people  like  those  of  the  Korthera 
and  Eastern  Stetes  were  governed  by  entirely 
sordid  considerations  in  matters  of  legislation ; 
that "  no  people  can  see  a  dollar  so  fiv  as  th^ 
can."  But,  sir,  when  It  is  gravely  announeed 
iqKm  this  floor,  that  the  constitnents  of  the 
houOTable  gentieman  to  vhom  I  have  allnded, 
are  disposed  to  graduate  their  oppodtion  to 
tJhis  bill  by  the  number  of  dollars  and  cents  it 
may  withhold  from  them,  I  think  the  time  has 
arrived  when  tiie  imputation  of  sordldnee^  so 
often  cast  upon  the  people  of  the  Northern 
Stetes,  should  be  withdrawn,  and  applied  to 
other  quarters  of  the  Union. 

[Mr.  Looms,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  explain. 
He  sud  the  gentleman  from  Mune  misunder^ 
stood  him  in  supposing  that  he  (Mr.  Looms) 
made  the  loss  of  tne  fourth  instalment  to  Ohi(\ 
proposed  by  the  bill,  his  <mly  reason  m  noond 
of  opposition  to  the  biH;  that  was  onijr  one 
gnnma  of  dppoidtiQn  to  it] 

Mr.  Smith  proceeded.  1  understand  the  |>o- 
sition  of  the  nonorable  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  mean  not  to  miwepresent  him.  I  have  not 
indicated  that  this  argnment  of  the  honorable 

giutleman  was  his  only  ground  of  opooeition. 
nt,  sir,  it  is  one  of  his  pontions,  urged  by  him 
upon  the  consideration  of  the  committee,  and 
consequently  one  which  he  must  have  regarded 
as  worthy  of  tlie  approbation  of  his  constit- 
uents. I  maintain,  m  reply,  that  it  is  a  ocmsid- 
eration  wholly  unworthy  tlie  approbatiM)  of 
the  people  of  his  great  State,  and  one  that  is 
unworthy  of  influencing  the  legidation  of 
this  House  upon  this  salgeot 
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B.  or  B.] 

Hr.  Trompsoh  said:  Ur.  Speaker,  I  shall 
Toto'for  the  amendment  of  mj  colleagae,  as  it 
nukes  the  bill  mora  acceptable;  bnt  I  shall 
Tote  against  the  bill,  even  if  UtrnB  amended. 
Time  and  reflection  hare  only  served  to  con- 
firm mj  first  impressions  of  the  wisdom  and 
policy  of  the  law  depositing  with  the  States  the 
snrplns  in  the  Treasory.  The  chief  recommen- 
dation of  that  law,  to  me,  was  not  the  money 
which  it  gave  to  the  States — that  was  a  small 
matter ;  but  it  was  that  a  fund  was  provided  to 
meet  the  ftatnre  ex^;encleB  of  the  Government 
—4  fnnd  irhieh  was  to  be  raised  by  eadi  par- 
ticular State  in  its  own  wi^,  with  a  jost  regard 
to  the  different  interests  ci  each  State  which 
conld  best  bear  taxation,  and  not  by  the  nifdor- 
ity  interests  of  the  General  Goremment,  alike 
ignorant  and  reckless,  as  past  experience  has 
proven  it  to  be,  of  the  interest  and  circum- 
stances of  the  respective  States.  If  there  were 
now  a  deficiency  of  resources,  I  should  feel 
constrained,  by  the  principles  apon  which  I 
supported  that  bill,  by  plighted  faith,  aod  the 
peculiar  interests  of  those  I  represent,  not  only 
to  give  back  this  fourth  instahnent,  hut  all  that 
we  have  received.  Ko  such  case  exists.  X 
have  examined  the  statement  of  the  resources 
of  the  Government  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  (Hr.  Bill,)  and  have  made  the 
oslonlation  in  various  fbrms ;  and,  sir,  I  am  sat^ 
isfied  that  he  has  demonstratea  (for  it  is  a 
matter  of  figures)  that  there  is  no  deficiency 
of  fbnds.  Cliarging  the  Government  with  aU 
the  demands  upon  it,  including  the  fund  of 
(87,000,000  set  apart  to  be  distributed  among 
tiie  States,  the  unexpended  appropriations  or 
last  year,  and  the  appropriations  of  this  year, 
and  you  have  an  aggregate  of  (85,000,000.  Of 
this  snm  the  Secretary  informs  you  that  $15,- 
000,000  cannot  be  expended  daring  the  y&ax, 
reduciug  the  amount  to  $70,000,000.  The  pay- 
ments made,  and  the  admitted  resources  of  the 
Treasury,  amount  to  $64,000,000;  to  which 
add  $5,000,000  m  the  hands  of  dishnrung  offi- 
cers, and  you  have  $69,000,000.  In  this  esti- 
mate, the  accruing  revenue  of  the  last  half  of 
the  present  year  is  taken,  on  the  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  $7,000,000 ; 
whereas  it  has  been  proven  to  my  entire  satis- 
faction that  it  will  exceed  $9,000,000.  So  that, 
instead  of  a  deficiency,  there  will  be  a  surplus, 
even  if  you  do  not  withhold  from  the  States 
this  fourth  instalment.  I  am  unable  to  per- 
ceive why  money  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
officers  of  the  Government  is  not  as  much  the 
money  of  the  Government  as  if  it  were  in  the 
Treaniry.  It  Is  only  one  step  nearer  being  paid 
out — that  is  all.  The  Govenmient  can  order 
these  officers  to  pay  it  back  into  the  Treasni?, 
only  to  be  paid  agsdn  to  the  disbnrnng  officers. 

then,  rir,  you  withhold  this  fourUi  instal- 
ment, yon  leave  ax  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment $9,000,000 ;  to  which  add  the  $12,000,- 
000  of  Treasury  notes,  and  yon  have  a  snrplns 
of  ^lf000,000— 4iot  to  meet  tbe  wants  of  the 
Government,  bnt  to  be  depodted  in  yovr  mh- 


[SBKmaM,18R. 

treasnries.  I  have  another  aod  an  iosnperaUe 
objection  to  this  bill.  The  States  will  receive 
tbe  Amd  in  the  bills  of  the  State  banks.  The 
General  Government  wiU  not,  aod  cannot,  re- 
ceive it  bnt  in  specie.  The  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  constrained  by  law  to  demand 
it  in  specie.  They  will  be  constnuned  hj  that 
which,  with  them,  is  stronger  than  laws  <r 
constitutions — by  party  obligations  and  as  i^ 
resistible  necessity  to  play  out  the  deq>enle ' 
game  they  have  commenced.  I  will  not  sm 
them  with  this  terrible  power  over  the  d^xnit 
banks  in  their  mad  and  ferocioos  experinuot 
of  a  metallic  cvrrmaj.  I  wonld  sooner  see  ihb 
whole  amount  of  the  fimd  sank  in  the  ocean, 
than  the  wide-wasting  rain  wluch  a  demand  on 
these  banks  for  $12,000,000  in  raede  would 
produce.  At  the  very  moment  that  yon  are 
asked  to  adopt  a  measure  which  must  lead  to 
this  pressure  on  the  deoo^t  banks  and  their 
debtors,  it  is  recommenaed  further  to  indulge 
the  merchants  on  their  bonds.  'Wbj  this  d^ 
crimination !  If  you  press  the  depont  banks,  is 
not  a  corresponding  pressure  upon  their  debtors 
inevitable?  Why,  I  ask,  are  they  to  be  press- 
ed, when  the  merchants  are  to  be  indulged  on 
their  t)onds?  I  wonld  at  thistime  preasneither. 
These  considerations  bring  up  at  once  the  nb- 
Treasury  scheme  ftnd  the  metallic  cnmn^. 
They  are  all  cognate  branches  of  the  sanie  sj*- 
tern  of  measnrea,  and  one  of  th«n  oamHt 
be  property  oonndered  disconnected  with  the 
others. 

[Ur.  ThompBon  then  proceeded  at  modi  kagft 
to  speak  against  the  sub-lVetSDiy  sdwnM  and  flt 
metallic  cuirency.] 


MosDAT,  September  26. 
Mitaittippi  Election. 

Hr.  Bdchanan,  from  the  Committee  i^Bee- 
tions,  made  a  detailed  rep<nrt  on  the  solject  of 
the  Mississippi  elections,  accompanied  withtte 
following  resolution :  - 

Betolvtd,  That  Samuel  J.  Ghdson  and  Jolm  F.  E 
Claibome  are  duly  elected  members  of  the  2ltth  Ost- 
gress,  and  aa  such  ore  entitled  to  take  their  seats. 

Hr,  Mehckr  considered  this  question  one  of 
very  great  importance,  and  one  which  should 
not  be  decided  without  being  ftilly  dlKOssed. 
He  therefore  mbved  that  the  report  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whde  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  Mauby  (a  member  of  the  Conmdttee  of 
Electlcms)  stated  that  tiie  committee  were  di- 
vided cm  the  salject;  bnt  Ihey  deemed  it  un- 
necessary to  present  a  minority  report  They 
had  det^mtned  to  permit  the  m^orify  to  bring 
forward  their  report,  and  when  the  bu^*** 
came  under  the  House,  to  move  to  amend  ft  m 
accordance  wiUi  their  views. 

Hr,  Whittlesbt,  of  Ohio,  would  inquire 
whether  there  had  ever  been  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  snltjeot  of  a  coptested  election 
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[U.  or  & 


decided  without  gtnng  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Hr.  Wnuun,  Of  NcnrOi  Oandiws  hoped,  as 
this  was  as  important  a  qnestion  as  any  which 
might  be  bron^t  before  the  present  Congress, 
that  it  would  take  the  nsoal  course.  It  was  a 

Saestion  which  required  very  grave  delibera- 
on,  and  free  and  fall  disousaton,  and  he  there- 
fore trusted  it  would  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uoion. 
The  question  involved  a  grave  constitational 
quesdon,  and  he  wished  to  see  it  settled,  and 
settled  after  fiill,  free,  and  deliberate  discusdon, 
which  he  conddered  it  would  not  rec^ve  out 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  qaestioQ  was  put  on  a  motion  to  postpone 
tin  Wednesday,  .and  prints  and  agreed  to  with- 
ont  a  division. 

2fatitmal  Sani. 

Hr.  Cahbrblbno,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  'Ueans,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lation : 

"  Retolvtd,  Thtt  it  is  inexpedient  to  eatablisb  a 
national  baok." 

Mr.  OAMBnET-EKO  h6ped  the  question  on  this 
resolution  would  be  taken  without  debate,  and 
on  the  question  of  agreeing  to  this  resolution  he 
called  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  wished  to  show 
the  gentieman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Chaubbrs,) 
who  had  alluded,  during  some  remarks  whioli 
fell  from  him  this  morning,  to  the  dark  cloud 
hanging  over  the  prospects  of  the  adminislxa- 
Uon  in  the  West,  that  a  still  darker  cloud  was 
hai^nr  over  the  prospects  of  th^  friends  of  a 
natiooai  bank  in  this  Bouse. 

^e  yeas  and  naya  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EviBBTT  Bud  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  a  nati(mal  bank  were  well  known, 
and  when  the  proper  occanon  was  offered,  he 
shoold  maintain  these  sentiments.  But  that 
issue  was  not  now  to  be  made  up,  and  it  should 
not  be  forced  upon  him  at  this  time.  The  veto 
npon  such  an  institution  had  been  iiromdlgated 
in  advance  by  the  President  of  the  Tuited 
States,  and  he  presumed  that  no  friend  of  a  na- 
tional bank  wonld  bring  such  a  proposition  for- 
ward, until  it  was  ascertcuned  mat  two-thirds 
of  tbat  body  were  in  &Tor  of  it  That  mtjor- 
in  opposition  was  necessary,  he  verily  be- 
lieved, now,  before  anv  relief  conld  be  expected 
for  the  country ;  and  ne  fhrther  believed  that, 
were  the  incubus  of  the  late  Message  of  the 
President  taken  from  that  body,  there  would 
be  the  necessary  relief;  But  are  those  of  the 
party,  in  minority  here,  expected  to  vote  for 
this  measure  even  though  they  preferred  it, 
when  they  know  that  its  passaf^  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  veto  ?  He  conceived  not  And 
while  such  obstacles  in  the  way  of  success  did 
exist,  he  hoped  that  such  a  step  wonld  not  be 
taken.  Had  Mr.  Van  Buren  leit  the  question 
to  the  action  and  decision  of  the  House,  with- 
out giving  his  own  opinion,  or  declaring  his 
own  Intentions  in  the  matter,  the  aotion  of  that 


House  mig^t  be  different  from  what  it  conld 
now  be  eiqiected  to  be.  Then  there  might  be 
some  rdlef^for  the  people  aatidpated  as  the  re- 
sult of  thb  special  session.  As  it  was,  the  re- 
lief of  tiie  Executive  is  sll  that  is  asked  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Mr.  Everett  condoded 
by  moving  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Boon  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  motion,  which  were  ordered. 

Yeas. — Heasra.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Briggs,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  William  B. 
Carter,  Chambers,  Gbeatbam,  Clowuey,  Corwin, 
CranstOD,  Crodcett,  Cashing,  Darlington,  I>awBon, 
Danes,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Eraos,  Everett,  B. 
Fletcher,  Rllmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  J.  Graham, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hoisted,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Lincoui,  A.  W.  Loomis,  Lyon,  Uallory, 
Samson  Hason,  Martin,  Haury,  Haxvell,  McEennaA, 
Mencfee,  Mercer,  M.  Morris,  0.  Monis,  Naylor,  Noycs, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce,  Feck,  Fhiltips,  Pope,  Pott^ 
Sariden,  Reed,  lUdgway,  Rob«tBon,  Ramsey,  Rnasell, 
Sergeant,  A  H.  Kiepperd,  Shields,  ^Uey,  Blade, 
Stnitton,  Thompson,  'Hllinghast,  Toland,  A.  S. 
White,  J.  White,  E.  Whittleae;,  L.  Williams,  R 
Williams,  C.  H.  WUliams,  Wise,  Yorii— 89. 

Nats. — ^Meaars.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertoo, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Booldiii, 
Brodhead,  Bronmn,  Bniyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cam* 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Ctaibome, 
Clerdand,  Coles,  Connor,  Cnig,  Crary,  Curds,  Cosh- 
man,  DeGrafT,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Ewhig^ 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  Foster,  Try,  Gallup,  J.  Gat^ 
land,  Gbolson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray, 
Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.  Honter,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jack- 
son, J.  Jai^aon,  J.  Joimson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jmiea, 
Kemble,  Kilgore,  KUngensodth,  Luare,  Leadbetter, 
Xiogan,  Aiphaxed  Loomis,  J.  U.  Hason,  Hay,  Ho- 
Kay,  R  HcClellan,  A.  McClellan.  McEim,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Hoore,  Morgan,  S.  W.  Horria,  Muhlen- 
berg, Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Faiker,  Patton,  Paynter, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Kckens,  Plumer, 
Potter,  Fratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rencher.  Rhett,  Ridi- 
ardson,  lUres,  Sawyer,  ShetTer,  ^eplor,  ^th, 
Snyder,  Southgate,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Tum^, 
Tail,  Yannderveer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Wedcs, 
Thomas  T.  Whitaesey,  J.  W.  ITOliams,  Worthing- 
ton— 122. 

Sburth  ImtalmetU  BilL 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
(tf  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  postpone  the  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  deposits  to 
the  States. 

The  qnestion  was  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pickens  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  Indefinite 
clanse  "  till  ftirther  provision  by  law,"  and  in- 
sert   the  first  day  oC  January,  1839." 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Virginia,  said :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, before  I  proceed  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  principal  remedy  proposed  by  the  Pres- 
ident for  the  relief  of  the  Government  and  the 
country,  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Honse  in 
making  reference  to  the  circumstances  wlu<di 
place  xa%  ia  r^renoe  to  tltat  remedy,  in  a  p«- 
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ouHar  attHode— forno  other  coiuidentioii  ccnild 
indnoe  me  to  obtrade  upon  fhe  Honse  any  re- 
mark affecting  me  individually.  The  joanial 
<rf  the  House,  for  the  28d  Conmss,  ezhibita 
the  fact  tJiat  mj  immediate  prcydeoessor,  Gen- 
eral Gordon,  of  Virginia,  (a  gentleman  of  whom 
I  taike  pleasnre  in  saying  that  he  is  honest,  tal- 
ented, honorable,  mt^animons,  and  liberal  in 
an  eminent  degree,  Wno  stood  so  strong  in  the 
oonQdence  and  affections  of  the  people  of  his 
district  that  nothing  but  substantial  differences 
of  political  opinion  coald  have  brought  me 
hither  in  his  place,)  offered  a  scheme  eraDradng 
ih«  very  principles  of  the  recommendations  of 
the  Uess^.  The  principles  of  this  bill,  pro- 
posed by  mr  predecessor  in  Felnnary,  1885, 
were  opposect  and  denooneed  by  the  late  admin- 
istration,  and  all  Its  prominent  frimds  in  both 
Hooses  of  Congress,  in  no  nnmeasnred  terms, 
la  this  denancUtion  and  oppo«tion  I  united, 
and  defended  General  Jackson's  administration 
for  its  opposition  to  this  scheme  before  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Congreseional  district  which  I  now 
feel  honored  in  representing.  Kow,  Mr.  Ghur- 
maa,  in  lees  than  three  years,  I  find  myself 
compelled  to  defend  the  opinions  I  then  enter- 
tuned  and  defended,  not  agunst  my  political 
opponents,  but  against  the  attacks  of  the  present 
administration  and  its  friends,  so  completely 
have  they  changed  their  pontaon.  Findmg  for 
a  few  motaths  past  that  my  opinions  npon  this 
Bnbjeot  -wen  in  collision  with  those  of  the  ad- 
ministration and  most  of  its  prominent  fiiends, 
I  carefblly  and  deUberately  reviewed  my  for- 
mer opiniona,  with  a  view  to  detect  any  falla- 

2,  error,  or  ddnsion  under  which  I  labored,  if 
ere  was  any  which  had  oontribated  to  form 
thoee  i^inions.  The  resnlt  of  this  review  has 
been  to  rivet  my  conviction  of  the  tmth  of 
thoae  opinions,  and  an  increased  and  more  in- 
flexible determination  to  adhere  to  them.  Be- 
ing satisfied  ih&t  my  opinions  are  correct,  I 
dare  not — I  cannot — I  will  not  vote  for  this  re- 
oommendatiDn  of  the  Message. 

The  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  the 
oontinuance  of  t^e  present  State  bank  system 
et  fiscal  agency,  with  the  improvements  and 
restriotiais  which  e^erienoe  baa  pointed  ont 
to  us  as  neoeesary  ana  proper,  or  fhe  *'imtried 
«tperimeut "  of  excluding  the  Sti^  buks  as 
deporitories  of  the  public  money,  and  restrict- 
ing the  receipts  of  the  public  revenue  to  gold 
aiul  silver  only,  shall  be  ad<mted.  Tlus  is  the 
true  issue,  to  the  dedmon  of  which,  as  i^ects 
the  ftatore  happineas  and  prosperity  of  the  na- 
tion, the  most  serious  and  deliberate  attention 
of  the  Honse  should  be  directed.  I  need  not 
here  repeat  what  I  have  before  stated,  that, 
whenever  the  question  c4  a  national  bank  is 
presented,  if  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  a  seat 
npon  this  floor,  I  shall  oppose  it,  both  upon  the 
SHnmds<tf  the  want  of  oonstitational  power,  and 
us  inenwdienoy.  The  oi^nkmsl  unbibed  in 
myeamBSt  yoath,  I  learned  frtm  the  State 
papen  of  Jefibrson,  Madison,  and  thdr  re- 
pnuioan  oontemporariee,  and  ahaU  never  but- 
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render  them  mtU  I  heonne  a  toiut  tt  the 
tomb. 

The  system  of  depodts  ad<q>ted  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government.,  and  which  has 
prevailed  to  the  present  hour,  whcrevo-  it  vu 
practicable,  is  the  bank  system.   This  ac- 
companied with  the  expressed  opinions  of  eToy 
incumbent  of  the  Treasury  Department  nntu 
the  present  time,  proves  conclusively  to  every 
reflecting  mind  that  it  was  r^arded  as  the 
safest,  most  economical,  and  most  convenient 
^stem;  without  this  means  of  keeping  the 
public  money,  it  must  have  been  kept  ana  Sm- 
tributed  by  individaals,  and  subject  to  all  the 
extravagance,  insecurity,  and  liability  to  dedi- 
cation which  has  ever  attended  iodiridoal  re- 
ceipts and  disbursements.  All  jweceding  Secre- 
taries, and  many  of  our  most  distincnished  men 
of  the  old  republican  school,  dedaredtbdr  opin- 
ions in  favor  of  the  plan  now  proposed.  It  is 
remarkable,  that  a  system  so  repnbUcau,  so 
safe,  and  so  innocent,  as  that  now  proposed, 
should  never  have  been  proposed  for  the  adop- 
tion of  Congress,  by  any  preceding  administn- 
tion,  or  any  preceding  Treasury  DepartmoiL 
If  it  had  been  viewed  m  its  present  favor&Ue 
and  superior  light,  it  oertunly  would  have  beea 
recommended ;  but,  as  it  was  not,  I  r^ard  the 
omission  to  do  it  as  conclusive  evidence  that  it 
was  not  Improved.  The  only  difiScolty  whidi 
has  ever  prevailed  has  been  between  the  selec- 
tion of  B  national  and  State  banks,  some  pre- 
ferring the  fonner,  some  the  latter.  There  be- 
ing now  no  natioiud  bank,  the  question  of  pref- 
erence is  directlv  presented  between  the  State 
bank  system  and  the  sub-Treasnry  system  re- 
commended by  the  Executive. 

[Kr.  Giriand  then  aigoed  at  great  Imgth  to  Asr 
that  the  State  bank  ^stemwu  enthed  to  the  pRf- 

erenoe.] 

Mr.  Rabidkn  said :  I  cannot  view  this  bill  la 
dmply  intending  to  withhold  from  the  States 
the  fourth  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenoe. 
This  a  a  fiilse  and  mistaken  view  of  it  This 
will  not  be  its  practical  effect,  for  it  most  be 
kept  in  mind  that  this  snrplus,  the  payment  of 
which  to  the  States  is  to  be  indenidtdy  poe^ 
poned  by  this  bill,  is  akeady  with  the  States 
in  the  depodt  bamka^  and  u  the  ha^  of  a 
portion  of  tiie  drcnlating  medium  of  the  States ; 
and  to  postoone  its  payment  to  the  States  by 
the  national  Treasury,  means  nothing  more  «r 
less  than  to  withdraw  from  the  States  this 
ba^  of  their  circulating  medium,  by  with- 
drawing from  the  depon£  banks,  in  hard  money, 
a  sum  eqnal  to  the  amount  to  which  each  State 
is  yet  entitied  under  the  provisions  of  the  de- 
posit law ;  and  whilst  this  ruinous  measare, 
whidi  will  be  most  senribly  Mt  by  the  western 
and  south-western  States,  is  pressed  forward, 
we  find  anotiier  measure,  doming  the  same 
fralemitT,  (referring  to  the  bill  to  poatojme  tbe 
collectiott  of  merohantB^  bonds,)  the  ^feota  <^ 
whidfa  will  be  to  leave  irith  oertafn  Stata 
•ereral  milUtwa  of  muieir,  <tf  whleh  the  Trew- 
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jxrj  is  st  this  time  in  want,  and  to  which,  onder 
existing  laws,  it  is  now  entitled. 

The  few  remarks  which  X  design  to  make  are 
with  a  view  to  illnstrate  the  positions  jost 
asanmed. 

•  Tlua  question  has  been  discossed  hj  some 
gentlemen,  as  though  there  was  an  angry  and 
rival  interest  inToIved  in  the  action  of  this 
House  between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
inent&  and  some  seem  to  feel  that  they  have 
mieciuly  in  charge  the  hiterest  of  tlie  former. 
For  my  part,  I  do  not  view  it  in  that  light,  nor 
do  I  foA.  myself  mom  the  Mend  and  agent  of 
fhe  State  which  len^e  here  tiian  the  tnesA 
and  i^ent  of  the  General  Government  I  feel 
that  in  this  matter  I  am  the  common  friend  of 
both,  and  that  the  action  of  this  House  is 
paternal ;  that  in  a  controversy  like  this,  for 
the  possesion  of  a  fand  which  each  dums  as 
trustee,  the  adjnstment  of  the  difference  is 
referred  to  ns  and  the  co-ordinate  branches  for 
an  a^ostment  upon  principles  of.  political 
equity,  looking  to  the  convenience  and  well- 
being  of  both  claimants. 

I  cannot  comprehend  how  the  General  Gov- 
enuncnt  has  any  adverse  or  paramonnt  rights 
in  I2d»  ftmd  to  the  people  «  the  States,  It 
was  they  who  infiued  into  it  all  its  life  and 
vigor,  and  bestowed  upon  it  all  its  cwaciUea, 
among  which  was  tiie  power  to  levy  ana  collect 
a  revenue  of  themselves,  to  such  amount  as 
was  necessary  to  carry  on  and  carry  out  the 
functions  they  had  bestowed  upon  iC  and  pre- 
destined it  to  fulfil  for  their  own  good. 

Kow,  sir,  if  from  accidental  causes,  in  the 
due  execation  of  the  established  revenue  laws, 
more  has  been  collected  than  was  necessary  for 
purposes  of  government,  to  whom  does  it  be- 
long— ^the  agent  who  collected  it,  or  the  prioci- 
pal  of  whom  it  was  collected  ?  I,  sir,  consider 
it  a  common  right  of  the  people  in  a  common 
enrplus  in  the  safe-keeping  of  the  United  States, 
the  aocomulation  ana  inacUvity  of  which,  at 
the  time  Congress  acted  upon  it,  was  paralyzing 
the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  country. 
Honey,  we  know,  sir,  is  the  generator  of  ente>- 
prise,  and  had  tiiis  ftind  been  permitted  to  have 
remuned  an  inactive  accummatlng  mass  in  the 
national  Treasury,  it  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  checked  the  industry  and  enterprise  of 
the  country,  as  ii^urioasly  as  its  subsequent 
removal  to  the  State  banks  stimulated  tbem, 
and  thereby  greatly  diminished  the  natural 
resoorces  of  the  Treasury. 

Add  to  this,  sir,  that  it  was  a  source  of 
Jealous  watching  with  our  intelligent  country- 
men, lest  its  influence  might  have  been  diverted 
to  par^  purpoees,  inrtead  of  national.  Indeed, 
rir,  I  have  heard  whispers  that  the  party  who 
once  had  the  entire  control  of  it,  were  less 
•ocoeBsftil  in  eleoticms  since  it  has  been  wrested 
from  their  control,  bat  whether  there  he  any 
foundation  for  the  uncharitable  surmises  that 
this  fund  had  any  agency  in  the  success,  I 
know  not,  and  therefore  cannot  say. 

Kor  can  Ipretwid  to  sa^  positively  that  had 


this  surplus  remained  in  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  result  would  have  been  difibrent 
from  that  which  followed  its  deport  in  tiie 
State  banks— if  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  managed  by  Mlible  human  agents,  and  it 
is  probable,  at  least  possible,  that  they  were 
liable  to  the  inflaenoe  of  the  same  pasrions  «id 
frulties  which  characterized  the  agents  of  the 
State  banks. 

This  is  all  posmble,  but  not  neoessary  to  de- 
termine now.  The  surplas  was  ranoved  to 
the  State  hanks,  which  cannot  now  be  and<»i« 
orreoalled. 

Oongresa,  in  the  passage  of  the  d^xudt  law, 
seemed  to  have  in  view  to  ward  off  frun  the 
country  the  faqjuiions  effisota  of  that  diqiodtiov 
of  tiiem. 

But  some  gentlemen  tell  ns  now  that  there  la 

no  surplus,  that  the  act  is  spent,  and  nothing  re- 
mains for  it  to  operate  upon.  Whysot  Whrae 
has  it  gone  to !  Was  not  the  action  of  OongresS 
based  upon  a  visible  and  tangible  fbnd,  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  a  certtun  day  ?  And  was  it 
not  there  on  that  day  ?  So  says  the  Secretary's 
report  And  disposed  of  by  the  act?  If  so^ 
then  it  is  a  Ooi^sreaiBonal  ^spomtion  <rf  tbe 
public  mon^ ;  like  all  other  disposttims,  a  fair 
and  permanent  charge  upon  the  Treaanry,  and 
if  misdirected  by  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  absorbed  by  other  f^n^riations,  it 
is  a  &ir  demand  of  tiie  States  upon  the  TrMHh 
nry,  and  so  fax  remains  to  he  execnted. 

Sir,  it  is  important  to  my  State  that  it  should 
be  executed.  Much  of  her  legislation  is  baaed 
upon  its  reception ;  her  institntions  of  learning 
look  to  it;  her  ^stem  of  internal  improve- 
ments looks  to  it ;  and  her  citizens  look  to  it 
as  a  fbnd  to  resuscitate,  in  some  d^ree,  the 
founts  of  their  currency  in  these  dark  days. 

Mr.  OuBBiKa  said:  Hr.  Chairman,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  rote  for  this  bill.  Variona 
reasons  lor  ornHMing  it  have  been  addnoed  by 
different  gentlemen,  in  many  of  whose  am- 
ments  I  ctmenr.  I  have  anouer  reason,  parno- 
ular  to  myselC. 

The  clauses  of  the  deposit  act,  whidn  apper- 
tain to  the  present  question,  seem  to  me  to 
possess  all  the  features  of  a  contract  It  pro- 
vides that  the  whole  surplus  revenue  of  the 
United  States,  beyond  a  certain  sum,  which 
may  be  in  the  Treasury  on  a  certain  day,  shall 
be  deporated  with  the  several  States:  which 
depont  the  States  are  to  keep  safely,  and  to  pay 
back  to  the  United  States,  whenever  the  same 
shall  be  called  for  by  the  Seoretair  of  the 
Treasury  in  a  prescribed  time  and  mode,  and  on 
tlra  happening  of  a  given  contingency.  Ber% 
it  aeona  to  me^  la  a  ccmtnwt  in  honor ;  and,  so 
fiv  as  there  can  be  a  contract  betweoi  the 
United  States  and  the  several  States,  a  contract 
in  law;  there  beins  reciprocal  enga^^enta, 
for  a  valoable  consideration,  on  both  sides.  It 
is,  at  any  rate,  a  qua^-contract.  They  who 
impugn  this  view  of  the  question  argue  on  the 
sopposititKi  that  tiie  act,  performed  or  to  be 
pMformed  by  the  United  States,  ia  an  inchoate. 
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gift  of  moDey  to  the  States.  Not  so.  It  is  a 
contract  of  depont ;  and  that  contract  is  oon- 
sommated,  and  made  perfect,  on  the  formal 
reception  of  any  instahaent  of  tiie  deposit  by 
the  States. 

Now,  entertaining  this  view  of  the  transac- 
tion, I  am  asked  by  the  adminstration  to  come 
forward  and  break  this  contract  Troe,  a  con- 
tract made  by  the  GoTerament  of  the  United 
States  cannot  be  enfiweed  in  lav.  iktes  that 
make  it  either  honest  or  hcmoraUe  for  the 
United  States  to  take  adTaBtaea  of  its  power 
and  violate  its  pledged  ^th  ?  I  reftise  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  snch  breach  of  Mth. 

Bat  farther.  The  administration  solicits  Con- 
n«8B  to  step  in  between  the  United  States  and 
the  States  as  a  volmiteer,  and  to  violate  a  con- 
tract, 88  the  means  of  helpin^^  the  administra- 
tion ont  of  difficolties,  into  which  its  own  mad- 
ness and  folly  have  wilfully  sank  it,  and  which 
press  equally  npon  the  Government  and  the 
people.  The  o^ect  of  the  measure  is  to  relieve 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  respon- 
dbility  of  acting  in  this  matter  as  he  has  the 
power  to  do.  Let  him  act.  I  will  not  go  out 
of  my  waj  to  inteipon  in  this  between  the 
ExeentiTe  and  the  aeveral  States;  nntil  the 
ftdmlnistnition  appeals  to  me  in  the  right  spirit 
This  It  has  not  done.  The  Exeootive  comes  to 
QB  witii  ft  new  doctrine,  which  is  echoed  by 
his  friends  in  this  House,  namely,  that  the 
American  Government  is  not  to  exert  itself  for 
the  relief  of  the  American  people.  Very  well. 
If  this  be  yoar  policy,  I,  as  representing  the 
people,  will  not  exert  myself  the  relief  of 
your  administration. 

Let  me  restate  the  question.  The  doctrine 
of  the  Executive  is,  in  short,  that,  in  their 
mntual  relations  towards  each  other,  all  the 
Government  has  to  do  is  to  he  supported  by 
the  pec^e,  and  all  the  pec^le  have  to  do  is  to 
anpmvt  the  Government  Now  I  aay  that, 
under  inch  ^rcnmstanoes,  for  an  administration 
professing  snc^  tenets,  I  will  do  jnst  that  which 
my  public  doty  to  the  country  requires,  and  no 
more.  I  will  vote  for  its  Treasury  note  bill  \ 
that  is,  grant  it  a  loan,  not  for  tdie  sake  of  tlie 
administoitioQ,  hut  for  the  sake  of  the  pnblio 
creditors  to  whom  the  money  is,  or  will  be 
due,  and  of  the  Government  as  such,  which 
must  not  be  allowed  to  suffer,  whatever  may  be 
the  faults  of  the  administration.  But  I  will 
not,  as .  a  member  of  Oongrees,  volunteer  to 
take  on  my  own  shoolden  the  responsibility  of 
revoking  or  withholding  the  sun>lus  revenue 
fmn  the  States,  in  order  to  lighten  the  burden 
of  Tesptmdlnti^,  which  the  existing  law  im- 
poses on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasory.  Let 
him  witangle  bis  own  anarL  I  will  not  raise  a 
finger  to  do  it  The  adnunistration  has  got 
itodf  and  the  pe(^  into  these  deqterate  straits. 
It  now  proposes  to  cot  loose  fh>m  the  people, 
and  abandon  them  to  their  fate ;  but  asks  of  us, 
the  Hoose  of  tJie  people  to  take  np<m  na  ttie 
propUtatioKfiHriiiidiu;  and  to  do  this  by  the  | 


violation  of  a  oontrtot  between  Hm  Federal 
Government  and  the  States.   I  will  not  do  it 

Sir^  I  submit  these  brief  remai^  on  this 
particular  bill,  by  way  of  pre&oe  to  the  more 
extended  line  <^  ai^;imient,  wUoh  I  am  aboot 
to  pmrane. 

[lb.  Oulnngdiaipraoeeded  to  reiriy  to  the  lUs- 
sage,  and  the  doctrines  iridoh  it  contuned,  fa  a 
speech  divided  into  thirty  beads,  eadi  introdoced  with 
a  caption,  as  follows :  "  ConToctdon  of  CongRsa*— 
"  FubUo  Distress."—"  Causes  of  PnbUc  DiatniL*— 
"  Condition  of  the  Coontrr."— "  Objects  for  Cob- 
greaB."—"  National  Bank  ttA  Popular  WilL»— **  UtH. 
ity  of  a  National  Bank."— Excbaoges."— "  The  Buik 
Government"-" The  President's  FMges."— "Hie 
Pet  Banks."—"  Divorce  of  Bank  and  State."— "Prac- 
tice of  other  Nattona."— "  Use  of  QonnuHnt  De- 
podtSL"— "  UtiUty  of  Credit"—'*  Sub-TMSsaika.*— 
"  Comparative  Safety."—"  De&ulters."— ^  nMBdd 
Operations.**— "The  Post  OiBoe."—" Patron^"— 
"TreasQiy  Bank." — "Funds  reoeivabte  byGovA- 
ment"  —  "Qovenuneot  Paper."  —  "Correnc;  mi 
Bank  Question."- "  Objects  of  Lqpslatitm."— "Ocdad 
Powers."—"  Equality."—"  Ntm-Jnterference  of  Gor- 
emment" — "  The  true  issue." — Tbe  scope  and  dengk 
of  this  abridgment  exdudes  the  whole  <tf  tlusBoat 
eUbonte  essay,  except  what  relates  to  tbe  qaeotkaa 
befbre  the  House :  and  these  parts  are  gtvan  mtim 
their  reqtective  captions.] 

DrroBOB  of  Bake  and  State. 

The  repudiation  of  banks  as  fiscal  agents  d 
the  United  States— this  is  the  new  scheme,  tbe 
"  untried  expedient,"  the  fresh  humbug,  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  people,  under  cover  of  tbt 
cry,  Divorce  of  bank  and  State.  This  nbaae 
is  somewhat  ambiguous.  It  may  have  diramt 
meanings.  In  the  true  and  legitimate  aeoae  of 
the  words,  I  am  for  ft  dlvoroe  of  bank  and 
State ;  and  I  should  r^oice  to  be  able  to  bdieve 
that  the  administration  was  sincerely  ftn-  it  I 
abhor  that  close  association,  that  marriage,  of 
bank  and  State  which  characterized  the  syston 
of  the  late  deposit  banks,  those  pets  odT  the 
Government;  hanks,  some  of  them  confessedly 
the  mere  tools  of  the  administratioa ;  bank^ 
earning  the  use  of  the  deposits,  like  the  Seventt 
Ward  Bank  in  New  York,  by  walking  on  thdr 
knees  to  a  despotic  Executive.  To  prevent  this 
marriage,  has  ever  been  a  fevorite  object  <tf  the 
whig  party  throughout  the  country,  Korth, 
SonUi,  and  West  To  eflfoet  this,  amsTs  haa 
been,  and  I  solemnly  believe  is  at  this  M«r,  if 
not  Uie  bvorite  parpoee  of  the  adminfadntfon, 
at  any  rate  the  sore  tendency  of  its  moaanrea. 

Sir,  this  is  no  new  question.  Do  we  forget 
that  the  late  President  deliberately  proposed  to 
Congress  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank 
founded  on  the  fhnds  of  the  Treasury,  and  oon- 
dn^ed  by  Hie  Govemmentt  Do  we  forgot 
th^  the  nnpardcaiBble  rin  (tf  tbe  late  Unned 
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States  Bank  was  its  independence  of  the  Got- 
erzuneot — the  refasal  of  that  bank  to  be  married 
to  the  administration?  This,  from  b^inning 
to  end,  was  tlie  point  of  that  ocmtroversj.  Do 
ve  fiimt  that  afkerwaxds,  at  a  latw  period, 
whan  me  regnlatvHi  of  the  pnblio  deposits  was 
imdar  ^sonssion  at  the  seoond  sessuoi  cf  the 
twenlj-ibird  Ooogress,  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
miidstnUion,  to  a  man,  voted  and  spoke  against 
^is  T«7  prc^KMttion  of  a  divoroe  of  bank  and 
State,  then  made  by  Kr.  Gordon,  of  Yirginia? 

that  they  refosed  even  to  condder  the 
■abject,  when  Hr.  Bobertson  moved  a  reference 
for  inquiry  concerning  it?  And  now  this,  the 
desperate  heresy  of  1886,  is  the  orthodox  doc- 
trine of  18S7.  I  repeat,  I  am  opposed  to  the 
nnion  of  bank  and  State ;  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
•qiaration  of  bank  and  State,  if  these  words 
have  any  meanly  which  I  can  comprehend. 
I  woD^  have  the  Qovenuneiit  deal  with  dtiaena 
dtdng  bo^ess  nnder  the  style  and  firm  of  a 
bank,  as  wUb  other  ei^ns ;  empkr  them,  on 
proper  toms,  so  long  as  they  are  boiest  and 
true ;  otherwise,  not  I  womd  have  the  Oov- 
enansnt  do  with  its  deposits  jost  as  I  do  with 
mine— selecting  a  soitable  depodtory,  and  each 
contzacting  fiurly  with  the  other  for  their 
motoal  advantage. 

Sub-Tbxabubies. 

Admitting,  upon  snch  facts,  whioh  the  Presi- 
dent perforce  does,  the  utility  of  the  credit 
system,  what  then  is  the  application  he  makes 
OK  it?  Is  it  not  singular,  that  he  steps  at  onoe 
ftmn  a  statement  «  the  valtie  of  the  credit 
syitom,  to  the  dev^pment  c£  a  new  poliof  <tf 
Mministration  directly  sdveraa  to  the  premises! 

lAretoCore,  the  pnblio  treasure  has  not  been 
in  the  very  hands  of  the  Tireasnrer  of  the 
Uuted  States,  or  of  any  deputy  ctf  hia.  It  has 
bean  deporited  in  bank,  to  be  drawn  out  only 
by  warnnts,  countersigned,  refpstered,  and  re- 
eorded,  and  so  guarded  as  to  render  the  actual 
money  wholly  inaccessible  to  the  immediate 
agents  of  the  Treasury.  To  avoid  the  evils  of 
bank  connections,  the  President  recommends 
that  this  public  money,  instead  oi  bdng  kept 
on  dciKMit  in  bank,  sh^  for  greater  safety,  be 
kept  in  the  pockets,  chests,  or  vaults,  of  oolleo- 
ton,  receivers-general,  snb-treasorera,  or  some 
othor  deDominStion  of  agenta  cf  the  Treasury. 
SaA,  in  plain  terms,  is  l£e  sohane. 

OtmPABATITB  SaFKTT. 

If  flie  derks  of  a  great  mMohant,  or  other 
penon  using  a  great  ^ai  of  money,  were  to 
Mk»  a  similar  proposal  to  their  employer,  that 
Is,  a  proposal  that  large  sums  of  casn  of  his  on 
band  should  be  kept  in  their  pookets,  or  chests, 
instead  of  being  deposited  in  bank,  he  would 
bare  good  reason  to  suspect  tbeh:  honesty ;  but 
If  the  employer  liimself  were  to  propose  the 
plan  to  his  clerks,  and  propose  it  as  a  plan  of 
peonliar  safety,  they  would  be  sure  he  had 
lost  bis  ansea, 

Bat»  demands  the  President,  are  bank  vanUt 


any  stronger  than  Treasury  vaults — are  bank 
agents  any  honester  than  Treasury  agents  ? 

In  reply,  Ist.  Individuals  may  ab^nd  with 
the  public  money  in  their  pockets ;  but  a  bank 
corporation  cannot  2fon  e»t  intentug  is  a 
pretty  frequent  entiy  on  the  books  of  the 
TrcAuiry  Department  agunst  the  names  of 
individuals  intrusted  wit£  pnblio  money ;  but 
I  never  beard  of  such  an  entjy  agidnst  the 
name  of  a  deposit  bank. 

2d.  There  is  great  difference  between  the 
case  of  money  passing  at  once  tJiroogh  the 
hands  of  a  man,  and  thi^  of  money  kept  for  an 
indefinite  period  in  his  actual  custody;  es- 
pecially when  there  is  a  stream  of  it  continu- 
ally coming  in,  and  he  can  pay  over  out  of  t^e 
new  receipts,  so  as  to  conceal  for  a  long  time  a 
past  defalcation. 

8d.  A  depositor  is  not  dependent  on  the 
strength  of  a  bank  vault,  or  the  honesty  of 
bank  officm.  He  has  the  bank,  that  is,  the 
stookhddera,  for  seonritT;  If  the  bank  violt 
is  robbed,  or  the  bank  offloers  commit  a  fraud, 
the  de^dtor  does  not  bear  the  loss ;  the  batdc 
bears  it  Bat  if  the  Government  vaults  be 
robbed,  or  its  agmts  embezzle  the  money  in>- 
trusted  to  them,  the  depodt  is  gone,  it  is  abso- 
lutely lost  to  the  Government  "When  the 
Government  deposits  in  bank,  it  has  all  the 
security  of  moral  honesty,  strong  vaults,  and 
penal  bonds  or  laws,  (for  bank  officers  are 
usually  under  bond  and  are  indictable  for  mal- 
feasance,) which  it  possibly  can  have,  with  sub- 
treasnries ;  and  it  has  the  ad^tional,  and  much 
greater  security,  of  the  stock  and  stockholders 
of  the  dwoidt  bank. 

4th.  There  is  neater  snperridon  in  banki^ 
witii  direot<»a  aiuL  atoekhoMers  alwi^  on  the 
spot,  vigilant  over  their  personal  interest,  and 
having  careftU  arrangements  of  inspection; 
none  of  which  things  could  by  any  pos^bility 
be,  to  the  same  de^we^.attdiuUe  in  the  sub* 
Treasury  scheme. 

^    The  TSUI  Issus. 

And  the  question  for  the  people  now  to  de- 
cide is,  whether  their  Government  is  to  be 
active  in  the  perpetration  of  mischief  cndy? 
Potent  as  it  is  for  evil,  shall  it  be  snffered  to 
make  itself  utterly  impotent  for  good?  Shdl 
it^  in  the  hour  of  public  dtstress  and  peril, 
coward-Uke^  slink  intoa  comer,  in  wiUtal  nedeot 
and  abandonment  of  its  pnblio  dutr  f  Shall  it 
stand  upon  its  safe  elevation,  and  halloo  on  to 
mischief  all  the  faries  of  rapine  and  disorder, 
which  tiie  evil  times  have  drawn  forth  from 
their  lurking-plaoes,  refhring  meanwhile  to  stir 
a  step  itself  for  the  welfare  and  h^ndness  of 
the  country,  amid  the  disasters  which  its  own 
misrule  has  brought  upon  us  ? 

Doubtiess  it  is  true,  as  the  Frendent  suggests, 
that  the  country  will,  in  time,  recover  itse^.  It 
has  elastic  and  recuperative  energies  within  it, 
which  no  power  on  euth  can  sutidue.  Our 
forests  and  our  fields,— our  oceans,  lakes,  and 
rivers,— onr  enterprise,  industry,  and  Intelli- 
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ffenc«, — ottr  free  institiitionB, — the  favor  of 
ProTidence  which  has  never  forsaken  ns, — 
these  are  elementa  of  greatnetn  and  prosperity, 
vhioh  baffle  and  defj  all  the  errors  and  faolts 
of  mi^Temment.  Bnt  is  it  anj  apology  for 
7oar  stiiking  off  mj  arm,  that  its  bones  and 
mnsdes  are  endowed  with  a  natural  power  to 
knit  together  again,  and  regain  Qieir  pristine 
health  and  strength  V  DonbUess,  the  country 
will  recover  itself;  bnt,  if  the  reoonunendaticms 
of  the  Message  are  to  be  enforced,  it  has  got  to 
recover,  not  only  without  aid  from  the  Federal 
Government,  but  in  spite  of  the  Qovemment 

Will  the  people  sanction  such  a  doctrine? 
In  the  concluding  paragraph  of  the  Hesaage, 
the  Prendent  reminds  us  that  we  are  fr^h 
from  the  people,  that  we  know  their  embarrass- 
ments, and  the  relief  they  need.  We  do  so. 
We  have  submitted  this  question  to  the  arbi- 
trament of  tiie  m(^>le.  We  oheerfblly  abide 
thdr  decision.  We  tell  jon,  that  KorUi  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Rhode 
bland,  Uaine,  have  pronounced  Judgment  on 
the  administration.  I  congratulate  Maine, 
e^ecially,  on  her  emancipation  from  the  thral- 
dom of  degrading  assentation  to  every  caprice 
of  the  Executive,  to  which  her  own  peouliar 
interests  have  so  long  been  sacrific^.  We 
hail  the  auspicious  omen  of  the  bright  star  in 
the  East.  Maine  has  rung  the  kneU  of  radi- 
oalism.  Well  may  she  hold  up  to  the  eve  of 
her  edster  Btates  the  Dihiqo  in  ner  esouttmeon. 
The  people  have  spoken  out,  and  in  a  voice  of 
thunder,  which  should  be  re-echoed  by  their 
Bepresentatives  in  this  Hall,  nntil  it  penetrate 
into  tiie  innermost  recesses  of  the  White  House. 
And  if  the  assembled  Bepresentatives  of  the 
nation  do  nothing  else  tta  Uie  public  good  in 
this  emergen^,*-^  aU  the  power  and  iiSuence 
of  the  Executive  are  to  be  exerted  as  a  drag 
on  the  wheels  of  legislation,  to  preclude  the 
iid<^tion  of  any  measure  of  general  relief — 
this  at  least  we  may  and  we  will  do ;  we  may 
and  we  will  enter  up  an  appkai,  to  the  people, 
against  the  conduct  now  pursued,  md  the  por- 
posea  {ffo&ssed,  hj  this  aominiBtnition. 

[The  debate  was  Airtber  oontinued  by  Messrs.  FUl- 
more^  Martin,  Jdmsou  of  Md.,  Beed,  Seigesnt,  Mer- 
oer,  Bendher,  Ti^lw,  and  Bmd.] 


TmsiuT,  September  S6. 
tburth  In$talment  BlU. 

The  question  on  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Piokeks,  was  then  taken : 

Strike  out  the  words  "  till  further  proviwon 
by  law,"  and  insert  "  the  first  day  of  January, 
1889." 

B^ected— yeas  60,  nays  not  counted. 
The  oomndttee  rose^  and  reported  the  bill, 
vifhout  amendment,  to  tiie  Hoose. 


 [SSIMB— .MW. 

Wedkbsdat,  B^tember  3ft. 
Mimafippi  JElevUon. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  etmnderatioa  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Beotion^ 
which  was  accompanied  by  the  ftUowing  reso- 
lution : 

"  Retolved^  That  Samuel  J.  Gholson  and  Jobo  F. 
H.  Claiborne  are  duly  elected  members  of  tbe  S8ft 
Congress,  and  as  snch  are  entitled  to  take  tbeir  seats." 

The  questioDL  was  on  concuning  with  the 
committee  in  the  above  resolntitm. 

Mr.  Matibt  contended  that,  by  the  OonstitD- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi  to  pre- 
scribe the  time,  places,  and  manner  ^  holains 
their  elections.  The  OoostitntioD  Uie  United 
States  had  made  it  their  ^>ecifie  duty  to  do  aoi, 
and  if  they  refused  or  negleeted  to  exercise 
the  power  conferred  upon  tbem,  it  was  for  Con- 
gress to  exercise  it.  It  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Governor,  he  argued,  to  detennine  mm 
the  time,  places,  and  manner  of  boUing  oeo- 
tions ;  ana  even  if  the  Legislature  <tf  Mlwii 
sippi  had  cooferred  this  power  upon  tbe  Gov- 
ernor, he  could  not  have  exercised  it  lef^Dy, 
because  it  would  have  been,  in  contravention 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  [H* 
then  went  into  a  critical  examination  <^  uiat 
clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  says:  "When  raouKues  hi4^>»  in  the 
representation  from  any  State,  the  Exeeutive 
authority  thereof  shall  issne  writs  of  deotioa 
to  fill  such  vacancies,"  uid  of  the  definUioo  of 
the  word  "  happen,"  to  show  that  tbe  vacancy 
which  had  ocooned  1^  the  opiratioa  of  1m 
term  of  the  two  npresmtatives  from  MiaBs- 
ripjK  (m  the  tbird  «  March  last  was  not  sac^ 
a  vacancy  as  that  contemplated  tbe  framecs 
of  the  constitution  when  they  inawted  the 
above  clause.]  The  above  clause,  in  his  <^iBiia, 
only  referred  to  tbe  contingency  of  a  vacancy 
happening  by  the  death,  rengnatitxi,  or  othn 
inability,  of  a  member  from  a  State,  Hid  did 
not  refer  to  the  case  of  the  expiratica  of  tbe 
term  of  service  of  representatives. 

He  contended,  also,  that  aif^nment  as  t6  time 
would  not  lie,  because  the  Governor  of  Ifisna- 
sippi  could  not  have  assemlded  the  Le^idatoie 
ana  liad  an  election  held  in  time  enough  in  the 
legal  and  proper  mode.  He  next  rderred  to 
oases  that  AO  otmindered  oases  iupotnt,  wUeb 
had  occurred  in  the  Senate  of  the  UnUed  States, 
where  seats  became  vacant  by  the  vqmatioa 
of  the  term  of  Senators,  and  where  Uie  Gov- 
ernor had  filled  such  vacancies;  and  dnwed 
that  two  dedsions  had  beui  had  by  the  Senate^ 
where  it  refused  to  pu-mit  such  Senators  so 
appointed  to  qualify  and  take  tiielr  seats,  be- 
cause they  declared  that  the  Governor  oi  tbe 
State  had  no  power  to  make  a  ten^Kira^  ap- 
pointment, where  the  regular  tem  of  tbe 
member  hikd  expired. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  oat 
an  after  the  wocd  ^^lUtoML,^  aad  iitsertai^ 
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'*Th«t  Samuel  J.  Ohobon  and  John  F.  H.  Olai- 
brane,  not  being  duly  elected  members  of  the 
Boose  of  Bepresentstives,  are  not  entitled  to 
Mate  on  thU  floor  as  saoh." 

Mr.  PxNNTBAOEBK  Said :  I,  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennemee,  <Mr.  Maukt,)  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oommittee  of  Elections,  The  rela- 
tion which  I  bear  to  the  report  of  the  m^ority 
lias  caused  me  to  rise.  It  is  due  to  myse^  due 
to  the  mi\Jori^,  and  perhaps  dne  to  the  Boose, 
to  explain  the  reasoos  which  induced  the  oom- 
mtttee  to  come  to  ibtit  conoludon.  In  dcnng 
so,  rir,  I  shall  endearor  to  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
aiUe. 

The  ftots  of  the  ease  are  simply  these : 
Sfeasn.  Qbcdson  and  Olaibome  were  members 
«f  the  S4th  Oongress;  their  term  of  office 
expired  with  that  Congress :  this  came  to  pass 
OB  the  8d  of  Uaroh  last  By  the  law  of  Mis- 
rinippi,  her  general  elections  are  directed  to 
be  held  in  the  month  of  November,  bienniaUy. 
The  coming  November  will  be  the  time  at 
which  her  gweral  elections  would  have  taken 
i^aee,  under  ordinary  droamBtuuw&  But,  the 
TnMoA  fit  tiie  Hinted  States  having  issaed 
Ua  proclamation  convening  0<Higre8s  on  the 
ftnt  <^  this  month,  it  was  seen  by  the  executive 
of  the  State  of  Hisds^imi,  that,  unless  the 
deotioDs  were  sooner  brought  on,  the  State  of 
ICarissippi  would  be  unrepresented  in  the  extra 
session.  To  prevent  this,  be  issued  his  write, 
eemmanding  the  sheriffii  to  hold  an  election,  in 
July  last,  for  two  representatives,  to  serve, 
however,  until  the  first  Monday  In  November 
next,  when,  it  was  supposed,  tiieir  successors 
cooid  be  regularly  chosen.  The  writs  were 
executed,  and  Messrs.  Gholsm  and  Olaibome 
were  rMnmed  as  elected. 

Upon  this  rtate  of  fiwts  a  question  has 
arisra :  are  these  g«idemen  entitied  to  their 
aeatst  and  if  sa  fbr  what  period  of  time  f 

Flnt.  Are  the  genttemen  entitled  to  their 
aeatst 

Tliis  brings  us  immediately  to  Hxt  oonsidera- 
tkm  oi  the  elaose  in  the  constitntion  read  by 
the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Matot,)  and  which  is  in 
these  words :  "  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
r^M^ntatioD  from  any  State,  the  executive 
anuuHity  thereof  shall  issue  writs  of  election 
to  fill  such  vacancies,"  From  this  clause  the 
exeentire  of  Mississippi  daimed  his  authority 
to  issue  his  writs :  under  this  danse  the  mem- 
bers elect  insist  upon  thwr  seats.  We  are 
bound,  therefore,  to  asoertdn  its  meaning. 

Its  language  is :  "  When  vaeandes  happen," 
Here  at  tiie  tiireshold,  the  inqidry  arisn, 
had  vacancies  happened  when  the  writs  were 
Mud  ?  That  vaoandes  existed  cannot  be 
denied.  The  thing  of  itself  was  nearly  self- 
«videat.  Mr.  P.  did  not  know  that  he  oould 
make  it  any  plainer;  nevertheless,  he  would 
attempt  to  do  so.  By  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  various  offices  are  created.  Those 
of  Pretddent,  Vice  Prendent,  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Senator  in  Congress,  and 
BspwBPtattve  in  Congress  are  among  the 
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number.  By  the  same  Instrnment,  also,  the 
tenures  of  those  offices  are  fixed  and  estab- 
lished. Those  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, being  four  years ;  that  of  Judge,  during 
good  behavior;  that  of  Senator,  subject  to 
clasaifioation,  six  years ;  and  that  of  Represent- 
ative two  years.  Though  the  terms  of  the 
offices  may  expire,  the  offices  themselves  re- 
main with  the  cMistitntion.  Now  the  terms 
ot  office  tar  Messra.  Gholaon  and  Olaibome,  as 
members  of  the  94th  Congress,  expired  with' 
that  Oongress :  tids  came  to  pass  on  the  8d  of 
March  last.  On  the  4th  of  March,  tiien,  thdr 
offices  were  vacant.  So  they  continued  until 
after  the  writs  were  lasnecl. 

Having  established  thispo^on,  Mr.  P.  would 
proceed. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentieman,  (Mr.  Maubt,) 
though  vacancies  existed,  they  had  not  hap- 
pened ;  that  he  had  examined  the  dictionary 
for  the  meaning  of  the  term,  and  found  its 
meaning  not  to  apply ;  that  it  was  only  applied 
to  coses  of  casualty ;  that  it  would  be  absurd 
to  say  the  son  happened  to  rise,  the  tides  h^)- 
pened  to  flow,  &c ;  that  there  was  ntrfliing 
fortnitous  in  these  events,  they  were  foreseen, 
foreknown,  and  most  occur :  so  with  a  vacancy 
by  efflux  of  time ;  and  that  the  obvious  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution  was,  vacancies  occurring 
by  death,  &o.  To  this  Mr.  P.  could  not  sub- 
scribe. It  appeared  to  him  that  the  term  ehanee 
more  exdbtiy  represented  the  gentiemau^s  mean- 
ing. The  constitution  did  not  read  "when 
vacancies  chance  to  happen,"  but  its  terms  were 
"  when  vacancies  happen,"  &c.  He,  like  the 
gentieman,  had  looked  into  authority.  He  had 
found  one  exactiy  in  point.  From  it  he  learned 
(to  use  a  figure)  that  to  happen  was  a  genus, 
whilst  to  chance  was  a  species ;  that  the  one 
indnded  the  other,  but  not  «m  wns.  Mr.  P. 
tiien  read  from  CrabVs  Synonymes  (a  book 
fcQm  the  library)  the  foUowiug :  "  To  happen 
(that  is,  to  fall  out  by  a  hap)  is  to  chanoe  as 
tiie  genus  to  the  species,  whatever  chances 
happens,  bnt  not  vke  vena.  Happen  respects 
all  events,  without  indnding  any  collateral 
idea ;  chance  comprehends,  likewise,  the  idea 
of  the  canse  and  order  of  the  events.  What- 
ever oomee  to  pass  happens,  whether  regulariy 
in  the  course  of  events,  or  particularly,  ana 
out  of  order ;  whatever  chances  happens  alto- 
gether without  concert,  intention,  and  often 
without  relation  to  any  other  thing.  The  new»- 
papers  conttin  an  aeconnt  o/l  all  that  happens 
In  the  course  of  the  weds."  Now,  (sua  Mr. 
P.,)  whUst  I  do  not  aspire  to  the  character  of 
a  critic,  and  will  not  amwate  to  m^lf  any 
great  degree  of  learning,  I  will  say,  upon  the 
authority  I  have  just  read,  that  the  rising  of 
tiie  sun  may  be  well  said  to  happen ;  the  going 
down  of  the  same  may  be  said  to  happ«) ;  the 
flowing  of  the  tides  may  be  said  to  sappen ; 
edipses  happen ;  and  that  vacancies,  occurring 
by  the  efflux  of  time,  may  1>e  said  to  happen. 
And  why,  sir!  Because  they  all  oome  to 
pass. 
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Then,  from  the  Ittngoage  of  the  claase,  the 
ejecQtiTe  of  Uiasisuppi  had  aathorltj  for  his 
writs. 

Ur.  Maubt  made  a  few  additional  remaxka 
la  explanation  of  the  position  he  had  taken. 

Fourth  Instalment  BiU. 
The  Honse  proceeded  to  consider  the  "  hill 
to  postpone  the  fourth  instalmrait  of  deposit 
with  the  States,"  reported  last  night,  with- 
out unendment,  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Jeniteb  said :  The  bill  immediatelj  nnder 
ooQsideration  is  to  withhold  from  the  States  up- 
wards of  $d,000,000,  which  was  directed  to  be 
paid  to  them  on  the  1st  October  approaching, 
and  this,  too,  without  any  notice  to  the  States. 
The  deposit  bill  of  Jone,  1886,  dlstribating 
|S7,000,000  amongst  the  seTeral  States,  pro- 
vides that  in  the  event  that  any  portion  of  said 
deponts  shoold  be  required  for  the  Treasury, 
the  Secretary  is  anUiorized  to  withdraw  it  *'  in 
sums  not  exceeding  $10,000,  from  any  one 
State,  in  any  one  month,  without  previous  no- 
tice of  thirty  days  for  every  ad^tional  sum  of 
$20,000  which  may  at  any  tioie  be  required ;  " 
Utas  protecting  the  States  against  a  too  sadden 
or  heavy  dr^  by  which  they  mi^ht  be  in- 
convenienced. This  bill  proposes,  without  such 
notice,  to  withhold  from  them  from  $800,000 
to  one  and  a  half  millions,  according  to  the 
amount  to  which  each  might  be  entitle*.  From 
Uarytond,  for  instance,  upwards  of  $800,000; 
from  PenmiylTOnla  near  $1,000,000;  South 
Oanilina  near  $400,000;  New  Tork  near  one 
million  and  a  hali;  and  the  other  States  in  pro- 
portlon.  Are  there  no  other  means  by  which 
the  Treasury  may  be  replenished  than  resort- 
ing to  the  sum  pledged  to  be  paid  to  the  States 
on  the  1st  OotoW,  and  which  has  in  many  in- 
stances been  anticipated  in  advance!  This 
deposit  with  the  States  has  been  variously  ap- 
propriated. By  some  of  them  loaned  out  at 
interest ;  by  others  applied  to  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement;  and  by  some  to  the  |>ar- 
poses  of  education ;  the  withholding  of  which, 
as  proposed,  must  necessarily  affect,  more  or 
less,  Uiose  seTwal  interests. 

Should  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  frwn 
fiouth  GaroUna  Qit.  Fiokxhb)  m  adopted,  it 
win  render  mw»i  less  ottJecnooaUe  the  bill, 
because  that  fixes  the  period  when  the  nine 
millions  shall  be  piUd  to  the  States^  and  takes 
from  the  Exeontive  the  power  of  withdrawing 
it  at  his  will.  The  unendment  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Massaohn- 
setts,  (Mr.  Adaics,)  would  make  the  bill  still 
more  acceptable  because  in  it  the  means  are 
provided  by  which  the  payment  is  guaranteed 
to  the  States.  But,  rir,  pass  the  bill,  and  you 
still  have  to  raise,  by  loan.  Treasury  notes  or 
other  means  to  an  additional  amount.  The  es- 
timate by  the  friends  of  the  administration 
makes  a  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  of  from  13 
to  16  millions  to  be  supplied.  The  nine  millions 
withhdd  from  the  ^atos  will  not  answer  your 
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demands ;  and  if  you  have  to  resort  to  the  ez- 
pedioioy  of  rusing  money  as  yon  proposa  \^ 
year  Ttvamry  note  UU,  why  not  lame  notes  to 
theftdl  amount! 

By  this  means  you  supply  the  demand  ^od 
the  Treasury,  without  sB<nrifioe  to  the  State; 
and  the  principle  Is  the  same,  whether  yon 
ruse  ten  or  twenty  milli<mB. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  prepared 
by  his  friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  ranxm,) 
and  which,  it  was  to  be  regretted,  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Home, 
which  points  out  the  means  by  which  the  de- 
mand ujKHi  the  Treasury  may  be  mrt  witbont 
the  withdrawal  of  the  nine  nutUoas  from  the 
States,  and  without  an  additional  tax  npcn  the 
people.  He  hoped,  beftm  the  QBestloa  was 
taken,  the  Hoiue  might  have  the  benefit  of  fais 
sumestions. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  why  is  the  QoTernment 
thus  situated  f  'Why  is  th«re  a  defitdeM^  ia 
the  Treasury!  Why  is  it  that  Oonpess  {§ 
called  to  remedy  the  embarrasamenta  mder 
which  the  country  is  suffering  ? 

I  know  that  the  response  to  these  iuqmries 
by  the  friends  of  the  administratioB  is,  that  it 
is  attributable  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
— to  the  State  banks — ^to  overtrading  by  mer- 
chants— to  extravagant  speculations.  If  sodi 
be  the  facts,  who  u  responsiole  for  all  these 
causes? 

In  1826  the  country  was  pro^)eroiis,  the  ear- 
rem^  Boond,  bank  isniaa  within  proper  Umib^ 
and  confidence  between  man  and  man.  "Snm. 
that  period  to  the  weaent  timeL  the  oonntiy 
has  been  under  the  dominion  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son. Congress  has  bem  under  his  oontn^and 
his  will  the  tow  of  the  land.  Which  of  koa 
friends  here  present,  in  eitiier  House,  have  eve- 
dared  to  raise  their  voice  against  hia  will  ?  He 
undertook  to  re-oi^anize  the  Govemntrat— to 
put  down  the  Bank  of  the  United  States— to 
give  to  the  conntty  a  sound  and  uDifbrm  ov- 
rency — ^to  establi^  a  metallic  circulating  me- 
dium, and  to  make  the  people  prosperous  and 
happy.  And  now,  after  eignt  years  c^aniater- 
rupted  experiments,  with  all  the  departnents 
of  the  OoTemment  under  his  ooutrot,  wiUi  tite 
exerdse  of  a  power  which  was  never  widded 
in  any  oounby  except  a  despotic  one,  Ida  «»■ 
oessor,  in  atattoet  the  flrat  act  (tf  Ids  adniaiatffn- 
tion,  la  compelled  to  ccmvoke  CongrsM  to 
remedy  the  evils  which  he  has  inflietad  ^on 
the  coun^. 

But,  sir.  Congress  cannot,  by  tb^aetoakne, 
place  the  country  where  it  was  ten  years  nnoew 
They  may,  by  persevering  in  the  late  experi- 
ments, divide  the  renponnbility  of  those  rmnoos 
measures  with  the  Executive,  but  they  oumot 
remedy  them  without  retracing  tiieir  stepe^ 
Go  back  to  1884;  replace  the  public  mon^y 
where  the  law  directed  it  should  be  k^ ;  re- 
store the  oonstitoti<m  to  its  ori^nal  pantj  (17 
obeying  its  iiiiunot»(«s;  rq>eal  your  Tmrnmrr 
otawnlar,  whicA  waa  ianied  contrary  to  the  al- 
most  nnantmiwa  ooMiDtortha  BepnaentotiTM 
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of  the  people ;  Ibten  to  tbe  voice  which  baa 
•poken,  m  no  donhtfbl  langnage,  from  Indiana 
to  Maino ;  attempt  no  more  experimeots  np<m 
tbe  eorreacx :  io  this,  and  confidence  may  be 
restored ;  bat  do  not  aggravate  tbe  snfiiEirinss 
oi  the  peopile  hj  eontruting  their  miaomble 
cnmocr  with  uie  gcdden  bribe  tendered  to 
their  rc^weeentsUres. 

SHr,  w  it  not  extraordinary  that  while,  on  the 
lat  Jannarx,  1887,  by  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treaanrjr^  there  was  in  the  Treasnry  of 
the  United  States  $£7,466,859  97  surplus  orer 
all  the  demands  of  the  GoTemment,  and  which 
was  hj  law  directed  to  be  distributed  amongst 
the  difibrent  States,  now  we  are  told  there  will 
be  a  deficiency  of  from  twelve  to  sixteen  mil- 
lioos  of  dollars !  And  whilst  the  people  are 
parentally  advised  to  deny  themselves  many  of 
their  aocnstomed  comforts,  and  to  economize 
their  own  expenditures,  not  <»e  efli»(  is  made 
to  enrtidl  the  expenses  of  the  Govemment, 
Thidi  have  riien  np  in  eight  years  from  thir- 
teen to  tidrty-two  milltOTia  of  doUara, 

The  proposition  has  been  made  to  separate 
the  interests  of  tbe  Oovemment  from  that  of 
the  people— to  establish  for  the  one  a  sound, 
ndform  metallic  correnoy,  and  for  the  other 
■odi  paper  as  is  denounced  to  be  perfectly 
Talneless.  Tbis  new  experiment  has  already 
eoranienoed,  and  a  discrimination  is  to  be  made 
between  different  classes  of  Government  credi- 
tors. I  cannot  more  dearly  show  the  rank  in- 
justice, and,  I  might  add,  cruelty,  practised  by 
the  Government  in  relation  to  this*  disorimina- 
ticm,  than  by  stating  a  fact  which  has  come  to 
my  knowledge  siooe  the  adiournment  of  the 
Honsa  on  Satordn-,  An  mi  soldier  of  the 
BerolntioD,  worn  oown  by  years  and  ardnons 
duties  in  tbe  service  of  his  oonntiy,  and  who  is 
entitled  to  a  pennon  in  consequence  of  those 
services  from  his  Gtovenunent  presMited,  as 
nana],  his  dium  at  the  proper  department.  A 
check  or  certificate  was  given  for  the  amount, 
and,  although  he  entreated  to  have  a  few  dol- 
lars for  the  payment  of  hia  post  office  account, 
he  oonid  not  obti^  a  single  dollar.  To  what 
reflections  are  we  brought  by  such  a  state  of 
lliii^  as  this?  The  Representatives  in  Con- 
greaa,  heada  of  Departments,  and  various  otlier 
offloers  of  the  Government^  receive  and  send 
their  papers,  paokases,  and  letters  to  and  from 
an  puts  of  tae  United  States  free  of  postage. 
Their  frank  saves  them  from  opprenion  here. 
Amongst  them,  with  tew  exoeptions,  gold  and 
t&nt  can  be  dispensed  with  except  at  the  post 
office ;  and  they  being  thus  protected,  still  are 
tendered  gold  and  silver,'  before  it  is  asked  for. 
And  yet  a  poor  old  soldier,  who  ia  as  mudi  a 
creditor  oi  tiie  Government  for  his  penrion,  as 
a  member  of  Congress  is  for  his  mileage  or  per 
diem,  cannot  obtain  as  much  of  tbe  precious 
metal  as  will  enable  him  to  buy  from  tbe  post 
office  his  long-expected  letter,  peihaps  from  bis 
ehildreoi  or  grand-children,  whom  be  may  never 
flee  again.  Sir,  tbe  old  soldier,  with  a  check 
iter  ^tj  doiUars  in  his  podcet,  paid  for  his  ser* ' 
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:  vices,  cannot  obtain  from  his  Government 
money  enough  to  pay  for  bis  letter,  or  credit 
at  tbe  post  office  to  enable  him  to  obtain  it. 
And  yet  members  of  Ocmgress  and  office-hold- 
ers £uly  receive  their  goldot  reward  for  ad- 
hering to  these  experimmts. 

lb.  Ibnru,  it  £entiioky,  said:  Among 
the  nnmerons  objections  to  this  bill,  it  may,  not 
without  reason,  be  nived,  as  it  has  been,  that 
the  act  of  Ccmgress  of  the  28d  of  June,  1886, 
directing  certain  mtmej,  beloof^g  to  the 
United  States,  to  be  transferred  to  the  several 
States,  on  their  complying  with  the  prescribed 
terms,  bears  tbe  character  of  a  legislative  con- 
tract, from  the  obligations  of  which  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  r^otfolly  discharge  itself,  by 
such  an  interference  with  its  provisions  as  the 
bill  under  consideration  proposes.  The  act 
carried  with  it  certain  propositions  to  the 
States,  which  they  aocqtteo,  respecting  the 
pnbUo  money.  Its  mere  custody,  if  nothing 
more  was  Intended,  nndonhtedly  inv<dved  both 
expense  and  respmribility,  independently  of 
the  express  and  formal  stipulations  to  restore  it 
whra  demanded  according  to  the  terms  of  the* 
act.  It  ia  not  pretended  that  the  States  have 
ffdled,  in  the  smallest  partioolar,  to  observe  the 
reqaisitioM  of  the  act,  as  far  as  transfers  have 
already  been  made ;  nor  is  their  readiness  or 
ability  to  comply,  with  respect  to  the  instal- 
ment yet  due,  at  all  questioned. 

It  is  perfectly  competent  to  a  Ckivemment  to 
create,  in  the  form  of  laws,  contracts  binding 
upon  it  Tbe  practice  often  occurs.  All  oar 
acts  of  incorporation  are  instances  </!  this  kind 
of  legislation. 

then,  the  aetof  1886  be^  as  it  Is  represent- 
ed and  indsted  od,  a  oootraot — and  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  imposnble,  to  distinguish  it  flnnn  a 
contract — the  objection  to  the  bill,  fbr  that 
cause  alone,  is  alt<^ther  suffident  If  a  ocm- 
tract,  it  must  be  fulfilled.  This  Government 
cannot  escape  from  the  obligations  it  imposes, 
except  by  the  consent  of  the  other  contracting 
party — the  States.  The  violation,  by  Oongress, 
of  sach  a  contract,  could  not,  I  know,  be  re- 
dressed by  a  reeort  to  tbe  Judicial  tribunals. 
Tet  tbe  imputation  of  tyranny  and  perfidy 
would  Justiy  await  such  a  violation.  A  posi- 
tion which  no  one  supposes  an  American  Otm- 
gress  capable  of  occupying. 

But,  nr,  I  do  not  rest  my  opposition  to  this 
bni  exBloavdy,  or  even  mainly,  on  the  around 
of  a  supposed  viohition  <^  eraitraet  invdved  fai 
it  lliis  I  deem  a  nsrrow  view  o[  the  matter. 
I  place  it  on  higher  and  more  commanding 
reasons — on  the  true  nature  and  spirit  the 
act;  not  as  evinced  by  its  language  or  its  form, 
but  by  tbe  principles  in  which  it  was  conceived, 
tbe  ends  it  aimed  at,  and  tbe  whole  context  of 
cironmstances  which  attended  its  enactment 

What,  sir,  I  ask,  are  tbe  nature  and  spirit 
of  that  act  ?  It  is  attempted  to  be  m^ntnned 
that  it  was  merely  intended  as  a  measure  of 
finance;  that  tbe  pnblio  money  was  to  be 
truuferred,  for  the  advantage  of  the  Treasnzy 
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of  the  United  States,  to  the  State  Treuaries, 
there  to  be  held  <m  depodt  atrioUy— 4ot  con- 
templating the  nse  of  it,  hj  the  States,  for  their 
own  benefit,  even  temporarilj.  In  other 
words,  that  the  States  were,  as  aaoh,  anhstan- 
tially  converted,  by  that  act,  into  so  mmy 
agents  and  instnuQents  of  the  Federal  Treasury, 
Under  this  pretension,  the  use  of  the  money, 
by  the  States,  even  for  the  shortest  periods,  or 
to  the  least  extent,  was  wholly  forbidden ;  for, 
if  Ooogress  could  authorize  the  use  of  it,  by  the 
States,  without  interest  or  equivalent,  for  an  in- 
definite tim^  they  might,  ujjon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, and  with  equal  pnqtrie^.  wludly  reliu- 
qnidi  it  to  the  St^es ;  the  constitutional  power 
to  do  which,  the  advocates  of  flils  constniotuHL 
deny. 

No,  rir,  (said  he,)  the  act  of  the  28d  of  June 
was  no  financial  expedient.  It  is  more  impos- 
ing. It  is  the  offspring  of  c<msideraliDn8  ten- 
derly affecting  the  federal  constitution,  and  the 
purity  of  its  administration. 

By  a  coarse  of  federal  legislation,  whether 
oonstituUooal  or  unconstitutional,  wise  or  nu- 
.wise,  is  of  no  moment  here,  a  large  revenue 
had  aocomalated  beyond  the  wants  of  the 
Treasury.  Lai^e,  however,  as  this  surplus 
was,  it  cannot  w  pretended  that  its  mere  cus- 
tody by  the  Govemme&t  was  impracticable,  or 
even  difficult.  Its  full  competency  to  this  end 
was  never  qneati(»ied,  from  the  earliest 
period  of  this  acoamulation,  it  was  nnivowtUy 
regarded  with  an  eye,  not  only  of  distrust  and 
apprehension,  but  of  absolute  abhorrence.  It 
was  viewed  as  the  dread  foontiun  fnnu  which 
were  destined  to  flow  extravagance  in  the 
federal  expenditures,  augmentation  of  Exeoative 
power,  and  all  else  that  was  hostile  to  the  con- 
stjtntioD  and  dangerous  to  public  liberty.  Nor, 
sir,  was  it  viewed  in  any  false  light  No  fear 
was  entertuned  that  was  not  just;  no  abhor- 
renos  felt  that  the  fVightful  visage  of  the  evil 
did  not  fully  warrant  The  worst  predictions 
of  its  pernicious  influencea  fast  ripened  into 
fulfilment  Government  extravagance,  impel- 
led by^  thia  surplus,  progrMsed  without  checJc, 
and  with  the  utmost  ra^dity,  to  the  point  not 
only  of  pToforion,  but  of  profligacy  vajpng  on 
actual  eormption.  Executive  power,  alrMdy 
ej^Mmded  to  its  fullest  oonstituticnuu  dimen- 
sions, seated  on  this  same  surplus,  and  wielded 
by  a  popular  hand,  wrenched  from  its  co-ordi- 
nate departments  every  check,  and  demolished 
every  b^ance  d^gnedforits  restraint  Under 
an  abused,  if  not  unconstitutional,  power  of  re- 
moval from  office,  the  independrace  of  pnblio 
officers,  so  necessary  to  a  pure  administration, 
broken  down  to  the  basest  servility,  and  the 
whole  corps  transformed  from  servants  of  the 
people  and  officers  of  the  law  into  an  army  of 
meioenariea,  obedient  to  Executive  ocnnnuuid, 
no  matter  what  oMnmaading.  The  Senate- 
prostrated,  utterly.  The  Judidary— oontonn- 
ed,  defied,  and  prinoiidee  advanced  openly  by 
the  Executive  abolishing  every  vestige  of  re- 
straint tluou|^  that  deputoMDt  OongroH— « 


seducing  patronage  perpetually  playi^  mm 
it ;  the  veto  ligbt^  and  capriciously  hnilea  at 
it;  the  practice  of  withholding  hilu,  iniwltjng 
and  defiwiding  it;  the  purse  vwloitly  wreMw 
from  it;  the  regnlatioa  of  the  onrrency  usurp- 
ed; ita  spirit  broken;  and  at  last,  eubjngated 
and  outaUetched  at  the  feet  of  the  EzeoatiTe. 
The  people— deceived,  despised,  most  grievoody 
distressed.  Their  moA  highly  Savored  meas. 
ores — the  bank  bill,  the  land  bill,  the  cuirency 
bill,  successively  perishing  under  the  vetcy  or 
that  other  more  terrible  power.  Their  curren- 
cy— in  rags,  torn  asonder  by  the  hand  that  had 
snatched  it  fnnn  Ooogress. 

The  principle  of  preeerving  the  sorpios  flw 
the  States,  first  acquired  fbna  and  eoiuist«iqr 
in  the  land  bill  of  Mr.  Clay.  That  measure 
from  its  first  conception  was  dear  to  the  pei^il* 
and  dear  to  their  r^resentatives.  It  recOTed 
m^oritiea  in  Congress  seldom,  if  ever,  <xan- 
manded  by  so  grave  a  measure ;  and  it 
have  been  reasonably  supposed  that  soch  mar 
jorities,  backed  by  the  umost  nndivided  v(doa 
of  the  nation,  would  have  insured  Ha  ancoesL 
Yet,  sir,  it  perished — under  the  frown  of  one 
man.  Not  by  the  veto,  bnt  that  more  detota- 
ble  en^ne  <^  withholding  bills.  Its  fiUe  was 
calamitoosix)  the  country,  and  the  calami^  was 
aggravated  by  the  general  conviction  ^atit 
was  induced  by  no  constitational  oljeotiQa 
really  existing  in  the  breast  (tf  the  Exeeotave^ 
bnt  by  the  rdentleaa  hatoed  he  hon  the  anthor 
of  the  measure,  and  an  insuperable  repugnanoe 
to  do  or  pnvdt  any  thing  tending  to  advaDot 
his  fame. 

The  det«-mination  of  the  country  to  rdiere 
the  Government  of  this  malady  did  not,  how- 
ever, perish  with  that  bill.  It  survived  and 
fionrisned.  It  presented  itsdf  next  in  the  fora 
of  the  deposit  bill  of  the  Senate,  in  the  spring 
of  188S,  propofiinc  to  truisfer  the  snrplos  to 
the  States,  upon  the  execution  to  the  Genaal 
Government  of  certificates  of  deposit  bearing 
an  interest,  and  negotiable  by  the  Secretary  oi 
the  Treasoty.  Tho^  bill  found  its  way  to  this 
House,  and  finally  grew  into  the  act  of  the  iii 
(tf  June,  1686. 

This,  nr,  ia  a  condse  view  of  the  histoiy  of 
that  ao^  aikd  of  the  principles  which  lie  at  Its 
foundation.  That  history  and  those  prindplei^ 
I  think,  prove— the  debates  upon  i^  the  gen- 
eral anderstan^ng  of  the  ooontry,  every  t&iiig 
that  attended  its  pass^^  all  that  could  chsrae- 
terize  such  a  proceeding,  its  contemporaneous 
exposition  drawn  from  every  sourue — maniiwtly 
prove,  that  this  transfer  of  money  to  the  States 
was  but  colorably  a  depodt,  having  been  meant, 
in  fact,  as  distribution.  Up<Hi  its  c<HistitQti(m- 
ality,  as  an  act  of  distribution,  some,  I  know, 
expressed  doubts ;  and,  for  that  reason,  opposed 
it  Ve  havck  therefore^  their  authority  for  as- 
serting, that  it  involved  distribatiom.  The  va- 
rious hoes  it  assumed  between  Its  first  germina- 
tion in  the  land  bill,  and  its  matori^,  areas 
from  a  desire  on  the  part  of  its  friends  to  monld 
it  to  the  viewB  and  eonstitntional  opbdoo*  of 
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thoM  who  &Tond  the  inindple  of  distriba- 
tion,  but  hedtatod  upon  the  mode  of  Meeting 
it.  SiVy  that  great  act  ezperieDoed  mnoh  triba- 
lation  ID  stroking  into  life.  The  organs  of  the 
£zeoattTe,  in  both  Hooses  of  Congress,  de- 
noaneed  it — revUed  it — warred  ag«nst  it  in 
eve^  shape,  hy  all  means,  and  without  qoarter. 
Their  published  speeches,  now  before  me, 
breathe  the  utmost  violence  towards  it.  It  is 
Twtorious  that  it  experienced  the  frowns  of  the 
Executive ;  for  even  in  the  third  generation,  it 
I^XHed,  in  his  eye,  nnder  the  corse  which  he 
had  pronounced  on  its  fore&ther,  the  land  bill. 
And  when  at  last,  after  pas^g  by  most  strik- 
ing m^jOTities,  it  was  presented  to  the  3Sxeoa< 
tire,  a  rdnotant  dgnatare  waswmiigfiroiii  him. 
He  did  not,  in  the  language  of  the  oonatitation, 
approve  the  bill.  He  barely  tolerated  its  pas- 
ses, the  first  Mid  last  instance,  daring  his  ad- 
ministration,* of  his  yielding,  even  in  his  ea- 
nioea,  to  the  will  of  Congress  or  of  the  people  1 
He  repeated  sij^idng  the  bill  the  moment  after 
he  had  done  it.  Hia  spirit  of  nnbridled  rule 
ooostmed  it  into  an  act  of  Ezeonlave  bnmiliar 
tkm ;  to  soothe  which,  he  followed  the  act  of 
signing  the  bill  with  an  extraordinary  annnn- 
i^atioo,  through  the  official  paper,  of  his  deter- 
mination to  publish  to  the  world  the  secret 
ueoesaity  which  had  forced  it  npon  him.  His 
growling  and  ill-suppressed  wraui  porsned  the 
meacure  ever  after. 

What  aodoDf  by  the  States,  ensued  the  pas- 
sage of  this  law  f  In  their  reception  of  uieir 
req>eotlve  proportions  of  the  surplus,  none  of 
them  either  viewed  or  treated  it  as  a  d^Kmt 
marely ;  though,  for  the  sake  of  the  appear- 
anoea  which  the  act  had  been  compelled  to  as- 
some,  they,  too,  observed  the  forms  prescribed 
hy  it.  The  g^eral  policy  adopted  by  them, 
reapeoting  the  application  of  the  surplus,  was 
the  same.  In  the  West,  in  particular,  as  in  all 
new  eoDutries,  a  great  demand  existed  for  c^t- 
tdi,  the  want  of  which  repressed  their  enter- 

Krise,  and  stifled  the  devdopment  of  the  bonnd- 
08  resources  profusely  scattered  around  them. 
lUa  act  was  Wled  as  measnrably  supplying 
that  capital.  Their  Legislatures,  previously 
Unuted  to  the  means  afforded  by  direct  taza- 
tioa,  felt  freed  from  their  former  resbvints,  and 
at  onoe  launched  into  a  bold  and  incautious 
policT.  Popular  instruction  and  internal  im- 
provement were  the  predominating  objects  of 
th«r  regard.  The  whole  energy  of  their  lefps- 
lation  was  bent  towards  laying,  aeep  and  bnutd, 
the  foondations  of  that  poUoy ;  and  the  ^stems 
derised  for  the  purpose  became  intimat«Jy  oon> 
neoted  with  every  ramificaUon  of  business. 
They,  in  many  insUmces,  were  connected  with 
the  local  banks  by  an  investment  of  the  sur- 
plus in  oimital;  through  the  banks,  with  the 
tradiwand  meroantUeiuteresta;  and  ultimate- 
ly with  all  dasses. 

Taking  into  view  tMs  application  of  tiie  sor- 
ptaa  hy  the  States,  and  supporiog  it  liable,  as 
eontsnded  Ibr,  to  m  leealled  at  the  {deasnre  of 
dM  Sacrataiy  af  the  I^easoiy,  u  it  not  plain 


[H.0VJI. 

that  the  act,  instead  of  abrid^ng  Executive 
power,  as  was  Intended,  must  greatly  augment 
it }  It  confers  npon  the  Executive  the  most 
dangerous  power  over  the  States— no  less  a 
power  than  that  of  direct  taxation ;  for  to  that 
a  recall  of  the  aorplns  must  lead;  the  States 
having  no  other  expedient  to  sustun  the  inter- 
ests shown  thus  to  rest  npon  it. 

Even  admitting,  then,  that  Congress  may 
have  the  right  to  extort  from  the  States  the 
surplns  already  paid,  and  to  withhold  that  now 
due,  the  exercise  of  the  right  would  not  be 
warranted,  exoejpt  on  the  most  m^^ent  and  ir- 
renstible  necessity. 

What,  ur,  is  that  necessity,  as  alleged  by  tha 
IVendenL  and  assnmed  hy  this  InUt  It  i% 
that  the  Traasory  of  the  united  States  Is  nn- 
able  to  sustidn  itself  in  its  embarrassments^ 
without  resorting  to  the  fonrth  instalment  in- 
tended for  the  States,  amounting  to  $9,867,214,- 
98 ;  the  proportion  of  which  transferable  to 
Kentucky  bemg  nearly  hnlf  a  million.  I  have 
looked,  in  the  spirit  of  sincere  inaalry,  into 
evidences  upon  which  this  allegea  financial 
necessity  rests ;  and  have  looked  in  vain.  The 
report  of  the  Secuvtary  of  the  Treasury,  sub- 
mitted to  Congress  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion, though  obviously  meant  to  magnify,  as  far 
as  possible,  our  financial  difficulties,  has,  I  tliink, 
utterly  f^ed  to  establif^  it.  Information,  de- 
rived ofll<nally  from  that  department  nnoe,  nn- 
der reaolntions  of  this  House,  still  ftirther  weak- 
en the  attempt. 

Without  entering  minutely  into  the  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is,  in  ray  opinion,  plunly 
demonstrable,  that,  by  oonvertmg  into  cash 
(which  can  readily  be  done)  the  bonds  held  by 
the  Grovemment  on  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  amounting  to  $7,946,866  16, 
besides  interest,  means  may  be  commanded 
fully  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
without  violating  the  act  of  1836. 

Tlie  proposition  to  withhold  this  surplns 
would  be  more  tolerable,  if  it  were  intended  to 
prevent  the  creation  of  a  new  national  debt; 
my  aversion  to  which,  if  any  thing  oould,  might 
induce  me  to  aumiort  it.  Bnt  it  intends  no 
snoh  thing.  The  Preddent  bodly  announces  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  the  starling 
purpose  of  fixing  up<ni  them  a  new  public  debt 
— not  in  a  direct  form,  but  under  the  insidioos 
disguise  of  Treasury  notes.  The  employment 
of  these  notes  is,  in  the  end,  more  pemicioos 
than  any  other  expedient  of  finance  that  could 
be  adopted.  Under  its  cover  a  public  debt 
steals  upon  the  nation  by  degrees,  impercepti- 
ble to  the  people ;  and  the  first  signal  of 
proaching  danger  is,  depreciated  Government 
paper,  and  public  credit  prostrated,  with  im- 
pending burdens  and  taxation  in  the  rear. 

Hr.  Fonn  said :  Jt  I  comprehend  tlia  fiacal 
sitnaticoi  of  the  Tlreasnry,  from  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  there  would  not,  <m  the  1st  of 
October,  be  aaffldent  avallaUe  funds  hi  the 
D^arbnent  to  pay  tiie  amount  transferable  to 
the  States,  by  the  deposit  act,  by  one  third. 
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Oongress  must,  in  that  event,  provide  the  fands, 
to  enable  the  Treasary  to  make  the  deposit 
with  Uie  States ;  and^'whentiiatramisprovid- 
ed,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  ttnless  Anther  pro- 
Timon  is  made,  the  Treasury  would  be  empty, 
and  the  operatioDS  of  Oownmettt  aospended. 
Not  a  dcdlar  wonld  be  left  to  mpp}j  the  mint, 
to  meet  contingencies,  or  the  corrent  expenses. 
Under  this  state  of  the  Treasary,  the  question 
b  presented,  Is  the  nation  bopnd  by  otmtract, 
express  or  Implied,  to  deposit  these  nine  mil- 
lions with  the  States  ?  If  she  is,  a  high'  sense 
of  dnty  imperatively  commands  a  folflfment  of 
the  bargain.  Nay,  if  the  &ith  of  tbe  nation  is 
pledged,  so  that  it  wonld  be  dishonorable  to 
make  a  temporary  postponnnentof  the  deposit, 
tbe  idedge  mnst  be  redeemed.  That  tbe  de> 
po^t  act  created  no  obltoatory  compact  with 
the  States  seen^s  dear.  The  act  of  1886  bad 
two  olfjeot*  in  view ;  l6t,toseonreasafedepos- 
ittny  for  keeping  the  public  money,  nnder  speoi- 
fio  regnlations  by  law.  2d.  A  large  snrplns 
bad  aconmnlated  in  tlie  Treasnry,  not  immedi- 
ately wanted  for  tbe  exigencies  of  the  nation. 
It  was  to  be  so  deposited,  as,  in  the  interim,  to  be 
used  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  people.  The  18th 
section,  after  a  reservation  of  five  millions  from 
the  snrplns,  directed  the  remainder  to  be  de- 
posited with  tbe  States.  What  were  tbe  States 
to  receive?  The  snrplns  remaining  in  the 
Treasury.  If  none  renudned,  the  proposed  de- 
posit never  contd  be  made.  The  measure 
would,  in  that  result,  have  had  no  operatitHi. 
This  act  did  not,  nor  could  it,  prevent  Oou- 
gress,  after  its  passage,  and  before  the  Ist  of 
Janoary,  from  appropriating  part,  or  the  whole 
amount  in  the  Treasnry  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  the  defence  of  the  eonntry,  6r  its 
seonrity  and  prosperity.  A  new  era  existed  in 
the  financial  situation  of  the  country.  The  na- 
tional debt  was  extingnished — the  Treasury 
overflowing.  A  rapid  redaction  of  the  revenue 
would  have  prostrated  great  and  important  in- 
terests, built  upon  the  faith  of  previous  l^^isla^ 
tion.  What  was  to  be  done  with  the  money  ? 
Objections  of  a  serious  nature  arose  to  almost 
every  plan  proposed  for  its  disposition.  At 
last,  the  mode  of  making  the  States  the  deposi- 
tory was  agreed  npon.  They  were  "to  keep  it 
safely,  and  repay  it  whenever  reqalred  for  tbe 
pnrpose  of  defraying  the  wants  of  the  Treasary." 
Do  these  terms  partake  <^  tue  character  of  a 
contract)  Are  they  not  the  mere  expression 
of  a  deposit  for  eafe-keepingt  No  mntaal 
eqnivaleat  exists ;  no  quid  pro  fuo,  which  con- 
mtates  the  essence  of  a  contract ;  no  consider- 
ation on  which  an  obligation  can  be  founded. 
At  what  time  was  the  contract  consummated! 
At  the  passage  of  the  act,  at  tbe  period  of  legis- 
lative action  by  the  several  States,  or  on  the 
report  of  tbe  Secretary  ascertaining  the  amount 
fbr  distribution?  The  act  was  passed  on  tiie 
supposition  that  a  surplus  would,  on  a  given 
d^,  be  found  in  the  Treesniy.  If  the  Seore- 
iarj  had  ascertained  that  no  inrplas  was  there, 
at  the  period  fixed,  what  olafan  wonld  the  States 


have  had  on  tbe  nation  to  raise  a  sori^  and 
what  amount  of  sorplns  would  have  been  neeH- 
sary  tosatisiythatolalmt  What  an  extnodl- 
sary  and  dangeronastatw  of  affitois  ineesBted, 
if  Uie  time  of  deposit  la  not  poetpfwed— tba 
United  States  laying,  and  ooUeeti]^  taxes,  or 
borrowiiw  money,  to  depoeit,  when  coUeoted, 
with  the  States  I  in  my  Jadgmait,  no  power  k 
granted  by  tiie  cmstitntion  to  Congress  to  draw 
money  from  the  people  tar  any  bdgJi  purpose. 
To  deposit  mon^  for  safe-keeping,  is  not  to 
pay  a  debt,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  **  the  eom- 
mon  dd'enoe."  If  oonstitntional,  its  fttal  and 
blighting  operation  upon  our  iDstitatitHW  mi^ 
well  be  feared.  To  teach  the  State  sovere^- 
ties  to  look  up  to  the  National  Government  aa 
tbe  gretit  reservoir  to  supply  them  means  of 
BQj^rt,  instead  of  a  reliance  open  tbe  people^ 
wonld  faievitahly  destroy  thdr  iikdepeadenoe. 
and  introdnee  a  syston  of  extrftraganoe  ana 
corraptitm  which  would  speedily  prodnee 
min  of  the  republic  Tbe  depont  act  .was  a 
temporary  expedient  to  meet  an  vxtnorHsarj 
crisis  in  the  fiscal  concerns  <^  the  coontry.  The 
causes  which  gave  it  birth  no  loogtf  eidst. 
Postpone  its  ojMration  until  a  riniilar  occasion 
arises;  then,  aooording  to  the  proviriotis  Ae 
act,  let  the  surplus  be  deponted  with  tbe  Statsa, 
This  will  be  doing  justice  to  th«n,  and  redefm* 
ing  bonwably  and  fairty  the  hopes  excited  by 
the  passage  of  the  law. 

Hr.  Whs  said  he  was  in  no  sense  |H-cpared 
to  discuss  this  bill;  and  were  it  not  that  he 
alcme  of  the  oppouticm  voted,  the  vote  wm 
prorerblaUy  48  d$moerat»  and  Wi»e/  agitaA 
the  distaibation  bill— distribntion  hill  itn; 
and  was  there  not  a  seeming  Inconsistency  be* 
tween  the  vote  he  then  gave  and  the  o«m  he 
now  should  give  agdnat  tbis  measure,  he  wodd 
remtun  silent  But  (scud  Mr.  W.)  I  am  fte^ 
liarly  ritnated,  and  mnst  explain  my  posttioB. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to  poetpoawths 
fourth  instalmoit  under  tbe  law  of  1886;  and, 
inasmuch  aa  I  voted  agunst  the  lav  to  cnali 
that  instalment,  I  must  explun. 

What  a  change  has  "come  over  the  SHttt 
of  our  dream  1 "  Sir,  this  all  does  aeom  like  a 
dream  to  me.  Bat  yesterday — as  it  werc^  last 
week — we  were  debating  and  deliberating  opon 
the  great  and  icdemn  qneatira.  What  aMil  he 
done  with  our  immense  smfdna  revenue  ?  Ws 
were  told  by  the  Freddent^  In-  the  par^,  bj 
the  press,  that  Hm  nation  was  in  a  state  en  the 
most  exuberant  promeiity ;  that  tbe  Treaaatf 
was  overflowing  with  millions,  and  comtleas 
streams  ot  revenue  were  still  ponring  fai  from 
customs  and  from  lands.  We  saw  one  c(  the 
strongest  frimds  of  the  administration  in  the 
Senate  QSr.  Bxbton)  proposing  bills  of  appro- 
priation for  }iie  most  extraded  works  of  extrvr- 
agant  expenditure,  and  providing  for  the  moat 
magnificent  outlay  of  a  splendid  Govsrmneni. 
In  two  sessions  of  Oongrees  we  saw  more  tfau 
eighty  miltions  appropriated  by  law,  and  we 
saw  an  opporiti^Jeaiona  of  Exeeotive  power, 
steiving  to  eort^  Ezeoative  p^rooage  by^  p«i> 
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ting  ftBominal  sarplos  of  more  th*a  thirtj-eeveQ 
miUions  oat  of  £zeontlve  hand }  All  this 
irw  hot  a  yearpast— in  June,  16S6 ;  and  a  year 
in  the  existence  ai  a  Qoremment  is  hot  a  dar. 
'What  hear  we,  what  see  we  now?  What  do 
m  hear  and  see  in  September,  1837!  BItj  we 
are  now  called  together^  at  an  nnnsnal  time, 
under  the  most  extraordinary  emergencies^  by 
an  official  prooIamatioD  of  distress — distress 
aawng  the  pe^^le,  and  distress  in  the  affairs  of 
Govwnmentl  What  are  the  recommendations 
d  the  Pre^dentf  Wtiat  are  the  propoutions 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  t  Yes- 
terday, sir,  yesterday  there  were  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  noenMnded  balances  of  appropriations 
for  1866^  thir^-seven  millions  and  a  half  of 
■OT^ns,  five  millims  reaerre  for  oontingenoies. 
iix^  millions  or  more  in  the  l^reasnry ;  and 
now,  tUtt  tboogh  the  States  have  been  paid  bnt 
three  instalments,  tboogh  appropriations  to  the 
amouit  of  fifteen  millions  have  been  suspended, 
va  are  told  that  the  Treasury  is  bankroptl 
Sir,  look  at  the  bills  on  your  table.  After 
all  this  prosperity,  so  soon  after  all  this  richness 
and  superflatty  of  means,  of  a  sadden  we  see  a 
bill  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  to  be  pdd 
the  States;  a  bill  to  issue  ten  millions  of  incoo- 
vertible  Treasury  notes ;  a  bill  of  bankruptcy 
pn^Kwed;  a  series  of  acts,  like  fishing  nets, 
pnt  ont  to  draw  in  your  small  remnants  of  re- 
aooroes  to  replenish  oar  exhausted  eoffers;  a 
wries  at  measarea  to  rake  together  the  small 
dunga  oi  Government,  which  lies  scattered  in 
the  plnoes  where  the  hulk  of  our  treasures  were 
•apposed  to  be  I  How  came  this  change} 
What  means  this  immense  and  sadden  Ticiasl- 
todeS  What  has  produced  this  scene  of  loss 
and  min  and  confosiont  Sir,  it  may  snrprise 
some,  it  does  not  surprise  me.  It  is  exactly  as 
I  always  thonght  it  w;ould  be — it  was  all  hum- 
bo^.  You  never  had  the  money ;  it  was  a  de- 
losioo',  the  people  were  deceived  and  imposed 
npon.  One  reason  why  the  Government  op- 
posed the  deposit  act  was  becaose  it  was  sure, 
m  the  end,  to  expose  the  fact  thitt  we  had  all 
dong  been  topplmg  on  the  giddy  height  of  a 
ddnaT6  and  fuse  pro^rity,  ever  verf^g  npon 
an  orerwhehniiw  catastrophe  I 

The  esta^m^be  has  come  and  orerwhebned 
as;  we  are  now  bankrupt,  and  we  are  asked  to 
take  back  this  gift  we  made  to  the  States  in  the 
moment  of  oor  delnsion  and  folly ;  to  postpone 
the  fourth  instalment  until  further  provision  by 
lav.  I  will  not  vote  to  do  it.  I  will  vote 
against  this  bill  for  the  same  reason,  the  very 
same  reason  Ivoted  against thedepositaotitself. 

This  bill  is,  as  was  that,  in  fraud  of  legisla- 
tion. I  will  say  it  boldly,  that  every  word 
said  by  the  young  gentleman  from  Eentncky 
(Mr.  MxNEiu)  is  trae.  That  act  was  a  distri- 
bation  bill,  not  a  deposit  act,  and  so  understood 
by  most  who  voted  for  it.  It  was  openly  advo- 
cated as  a  distribntion  bilL  and  opposed  by  me 
an  this  flow  as  a  ^atribntion  bill  By  the 
leaders^  at  least,  <rif  partiea,  it  was  never  intend- 
ed as  ai^  tiling  else  than  as  a  diatribntion  toll, 
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and  they  never  expected  that  a  ddlar  d^osited 
with  the  States  would  ever  be  returned  to  the 
General  Government.  It  was  a  dtsgaised  meas- 
ure, and  therefore  I  opposed  it.  It  said  one 
thing,  and  meant  another;- it  was  a  depodi 
bill  on  its  face,  and  a  distribution  bill  in  the  in- 
tention of  its  l^islators. 

It  is  true  the  great  question  was,  What  shsll 
be  done  with  the  surplus  revenue?  It  was  a 
great  source  of  corraption ;  most  of  the  oppo- 
sition feared  that  so  gr^t  a  money  power  left 
with  a  oorrapt  Kxecntive  would  enslave  us; 
the  plans  to  dispose  of  it  were  nnmerous,  almost 
infinite ;  there  was  a  great  and  irreconcilable 
diversity  of  opinion  among  most  of  us;  the 
land  bill  had  failed.  It  was  at  such  a  moment 
when  I,  as  well  as  man^  others,  began  to  be 
willing  to  diqKMe  of  it  m  almost  any  way,  to 
take  it  from  the  hands  of  power  and  its  para- 
sites— hands  which  seemed  to  grasp  it  with  an 
iron  hold— it  was  then,  I  say,  I  saw  that  truly 
gallant  and  great  man,  who  is  always  wide 
awake,  and  always  knows  when  to  s^ike  for 
his  policy,  who  has  alw^s  been  consistent  and 
constant  in  one  line  of  policy,  Hinbt  Clat, 
who,  if  he  be  the  father  of  the  American  sys< 
tern,  has  ever  sappOTted  it  with  a  master  hand. 
I  saw  him  convert  the  word  distribution  into 
deposit,  and  the  public  money  into  the  pnbUo 
lands,  I  saw  him  briiu  forth  that  deposit  act, 
and  though  oft  baffle^  though  comparatively 
weak  in  uie  numbers  m  his  party,  etearly  in  a 
minority,  yet  it  seems  imposstble  to  resist  him ; 
he  will  be  fdt^  will  be  heard.  Isawhlm  cany 
his  measure,  in  i^te  at  aU,  saooessfnlly,  tn- 
umphantty^  I  He  carried  the  snbstltute  for  his 
land  bill  in  a  way  most  surprising  to  me.  I 
saw  the  State  rights  men,  of  the  strongest 
calibre,  carried  along  with  him,  and  aiding  in 
the  sum>ort  and  snocess  of  the  distribution  bill. 

Sir,  I  regarded  that  bill  as  the  verv  acme  of 
the  American  system.  I  was  astonished  to  see 
how  the  str^t-Jaoket  politicians  were  caught 
by  it  Every  effort  .was  made  to  obtain  my 
vote  for  it;  some  of  my  State  rights  friend 
endeavored  roost  strenuously  to  prevul  on  me 
not  to  vote  against  it.  No,.  I  twd  them  the/ 
were  exoeeding  the  most  nltraplatitndiaaxiana; 
Iconld  not  vote  tor  it;  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional. 

What  have  been  the  consequences  of  pasang 
that  bill  ?  The  States  of  the  Union  have  taken 
the  money  as  their  own.  They  have  taken  it 
just  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  told  the 
depout  bulks  to  take  what  was  deposted  with 
them  as  their  own — for  loan,  for  use,  for  trade, 
for  commerce.  They  have  appropriated,  used, 
and  expended  what  has  been  given  them,  and 
have  entirely  anticipated  the  amount  <h  the 
fourth  instalment,  yet  to  be  paid  them. 

The  proposition  for  this  measure  came  from 
no  State  In  the  Union.  Yon  gratuitously  pasfr< 
ed  a  law  giving  them  thia  money ;  and  joa 
have,  by  your  own  action  here,  unsought  and 
nao^Ied  fin-,  indnoed  them  to  incor  la^  ax- 
penditores  and  heavy  oontraots.  If  you  have 
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not  made  strictly  a  contract  vlth  ib&n,  yon 
haye,  wisely  or  unwisely,  caneed  them  to  make 
contracts  with  otbers.  Tour  gratnitoas  prom- 
ises have  cansed  them  to  enter  into  solemn 
obligations,  which  they  mnet  keep  in  good  &ith, 
tiiOQgh  yoQ  fail  to  keep  yodr  faith  and  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The 
case  is  submitted  to  me  as  a  chancellor.  A 
fiither  promises  to  advance  his  son ;  the  son,  on 
the  futh  of  the  promise,  makes  a  parchase. 
Bhall  the  father  not  comply )  Yes,  rir,  so  suth 
equity ;  and  so  I  say.  I  will  not  pat  the  States, 
by  my  vote,  to  the  least  inconvenience,  even  on 
acconnt  of  promises  gratuitously  made  by  the 
General  Government,  and  on  the  faith  of  which 
tiie  States  have  proceeded  to  act  or  contract. 
Although  I  do  not  consider  this  a  contract  be- 
tween uie  General  Government  uid  States,  yet, 
sir,  I  am  for  decreeing,  under  the  olrcnmstances, 
for  the  States  to  take  the  money. 

I  have  said  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  to 
postpone,  because  it  is  just  like  the  bill  it  means 
in  part  to  repeal.  It  provides  that  the  fourth 
instalment  shall  be  postponed  until  fhrther  pro- 
vision by  law.  Kow,  sir,  does  any  genUemau 
who  will  vote  for  this  bill  inteQcTthat  the 
States  shall  ever  receive  or  be  paid  this  fourth 
instalment?  Ko,  he  does  not.  By  the  word 
"postpone,"  you  mean  the  word  "repeal." 
Ton  either  mean  to  repeal,  or  you  do  not.  If 
yon  do,  why  not  say  sot  Why  one  thing 
and  mean  another  t  If  the  bill  means  to  re* 
peal,  it  means  to  do  so  frandnlently,  and  there- 
fore I  cannot  vote  for  it  If  it  means  what  it 
says,  to  postpone  until  farther  provision  by 
law,  it  means  still  farther  to  pledge  the  &itb 
of  this  Government  to  distribute  this  portion 
of  the  fourth  instalment — a  measure  to  which 
I  was  idways  opposed,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
vote  tor  It  in  either  aspect.  If  you  have  never 
before  committed  yourselves  to  pay  this  money, 
yon  will  have  done  so  by  this  bul.  Do  you  not 
plight  the  futh  of  the  nation  hereafter  to  dis- 
tribute this  amount  f  Postpone  is  not  the  right 
word  for  a  measare  of  repeal ;  and  to  postpone 
nntU  farther  provirion  by  lav,  la  to  say  you 
wDl  at  some  time  do  what  I  was  never  willing 
should  be  done  at  any  time. 

Bnt  I  have  other  ol^tions.  This  bill  is  in 
^d  of  the  snb-Treasury  scheme,  and  it  tends 
to  put  the  State  banks  ,which  hold  the  iudance 
of  surplns  revenne,  into  the  poww  of  an  ad- 
ministration whose  policy  is  to  discredit  and  to 
destroy  them. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  those  who  caU  themselves 
Conservatives,  especially,  how  they  can  vot«  for 
a  bill  which  everybody  understands  as  a  part 
of  an  entire  system  of  warfare  against  the  local 
institotions  of  the  country?  Every  bill  on 
yonr  table  tends  to  tiiis  one  great  point;  to 
make  all  banks  odlons  and  Insolvent ;  to  put  the 
acrewB  upon  th«n,  and  to  check  them  np  with 
the  reins  and  stiff-bits  of  Government  These 
UUa  are  all  mere  precorsora  of  a  Treasary 
bank,  which  oau  ODij  be  made  tolerable  in  the 
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pnblio  nund  by  making  every  other  eort  of 
bank  intolerable.  Oredit  ranst  be  des^vjed  to 
destroy  the  credit  system.  Is  not  this  pldnt 
Is  it  not  obvious  that  this  looolbco  adndnistrfr- 
tlon  is  conrUng  Afi)  people  and  taonting  the  op- 
position to  force  npon  it  either  a  natiooal  bonk 
or  a  Treasury  bank?  What  Is  a  Treasary 
bank,  but  a  national,  a  United  States  bank,  ia 
its  r^y  odions  form  ?  Have  we  not  the  dear- 
est evidence  that  an  nnreleoting  war  ia  com- 
menced against  the  State  banks — Jaoksmi  duce  t 
Has  not  the  *'  Greatest  and  Best "  denounced 
them  even  with  more  venom  than  he  ever  de- 
nounced the  great  monster  and  <Nd  Kick  him- 
self? Has  he  not  denounced  tiie  local  bank 
system  of  deposit  as  the  most  base  and  peifidi- 
onsl  And,  sir,  if  any  link  In  the  ehaln  is 
stronger  than  another  to  bind  the  local  banks 
to  the  car  of  tiie  Federal  Executive,  it  ia  this 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Keatacky  (Mr. 
Chambkhs)  M8,  by  a  very  able  speech,  relieved 
me  from  the  trouble  of  demonstrating  thi& 
But  he  will  not  publish  his  speeches,  thou^  be 
delivers  among  the  ablest  we  hear  in  Ooogreaa. 
I  require  of  him  to  publish  that  speech,  and  I 
here  rebuke  him  for  not  publishing  others.  He 
has  demonstrated,  sir,  that  this  bm  will  call  <at 
the  banks,  and  the  banks  will  call  on  the  peo- 

?le,  for  more  than  seventeen  millions  of  specoe. 
he  banks  are  to  be  made  to  groan  and  call  out 
in  their  distress  npon  the  EMcadve  for  i«fie£ 
Sir,  I  should  think  we  would  all  reoieniber 
other  eridenoes  <tf  enmity  frmn  a  certain  quar- 
ter to  the  local  banks:  the  evidence  has  not  aS 
been  published.  The  ehuiman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  0^.  OucsBKLSira,)  we 
are  told  by  the  newepi^>ers,  wrote  to  a  friend 
in  Albany  that  they  then  bad  the  banks  "on 
the  hip."  Now,  sir,  that  is  an  old  Yirginiao 
phrase  in  wrestling,  and  I  tell  the  Gcnsenra- 
tives  that  if  tliey  do  not "  mind  their  eyei^" 
the  deposit  and  local  banks  will  all  be  "  omh- 
bopplod  "  and  laid  flat  on  their  backs  t 

[Mr.  OAifBRBLBNo  bcrc  interposed,  and  made 
some  remarks  to  the  effect  that  he  was  glad  bia 
letter  bad  been  alluded  to,  and  that  he  waa 
thus  afforded  an  opportnnity  to  publidi  It  He 
said  a  copy  was  at  the  service  of  the  grattoman 
from  Virginia,  and  be  would  be  if  the 

gentleman  would  publish  it] 

Ur.  Wise  continued.  Sir,  I  do  not  pretend 
to  be  certain  of  tbe  contents  of  that  letter.  1 
will  not  say  it  will  i>e  found  to  contain  the  ex- 
pression "  we  have  'em  on  the  hip,"  but  I  wiU 
risk  its  publication.  Where  there  was  so  much 
smoke,  there  must  have  been  some  fire.  It 
made,  as  it  was  siud,  Governor  Maroy  mad, 
and,  at  all  events,  will  be  found,  I  expect,  to 
exalt  highly  in  the  proliable  t^mn{A  of  loetH 
foGO  principles  and  events  over  sound  credit 
and  currency. 

[Hr.  Oambbelkro.  If  be  had  thoiq^  then 
was  any  thing  worthy  of  pnbUeation  in  &o 
letter,  he  wouM  have  puUisned  it  Governor 
Marcy  c(»idfimufid  tihe  snspaiaioa  <tf  qieoie  pay> 
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menta.  Bnt  I  never  went  bo  far  as  the  gentle- 
man from  MaiBaohnsettB ;  wh  j  donH  70a  wage 
war  on  him  ?] 

ICr.  WisB.  Sir,  I  mean  the  Flagg  letter. 
!Let  there  be  no  tricks— nve  me  the  real  letter. 
Vfl  pablieh  it,  and  risk  Uie  advantage  the  gen- 
tleman has  of  fhmiahing  me  vlth  irhatever 
letter  he^eases.*  tfitbenotfonndtoeratain 
the  old  Virginia  wrestling  phrase,  I  think  it 
wUl  be  found  to  declare  war,  relentless  and 
saTsge,  against  the  local  banks.  Now,  be  it 
diatincuy  nnderatood  that  I  am  no  adrocate  of 
the  depodt  banks,  or  the  State  banks  generallr. 
I  oppooed  the  deposit  pet  bank  system  as  ineffi- 
cient and  cormpt.  I  have  been  engaged  the 
last  two  years  in  exposing  its  vices.  I  cannot 
bring  my  mind  to  choose  between  the  pet  bank 
system  and  the  sub-Treasury.  I  am  a  friend  to 
seiner,  and  I  shnll  oppose  both ;  bnt  I  cannot 
consent  to  aid  the  ExecaUve  of  the  Federal 
Oovenunent  in  wanng  an  exterminating  war 
against  the  institutions  of  the  States  of  the 
1nii<m.  I  d^treoate  an  alUanoe  of  State 
banks  with  this  central  power*  no  more  than  I 
do  an  exeoative  war  spon  them.  Hie  rights  of 
the  St^ee  and  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  States  are  too  intiifaately  blended  with  Uiese 
institutions  for  me  to  consent,  either  that  they 
shall  be  corrupted  and  nsed  for  political  pur- 
poses, or  be  prostrated  and  om^ed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  They  now  have  ceased  to 
be  "  pets."  Some  gentlemen  seem  goaded  by 
that  appellation  of  tbem  now,  and  I  am  not 
willing  that  they  shall  become  victims,  like  al- 
most all  our  institutions,  to  be  sacrificed  at  the 
shrine  of  an  overweening  federal  power,  which 
now,  more  than  ever,  (Uirkens  the  land.  The 
ftanda  now  in  tbe  deposit  banks  are  not  to  be 
transferred  to  the  States.  Tbe  banks  are  not 
to  be  left  to  tiie  imver  of  fheir  creators,  but 
they  are  to  be  ground  down  by  the  tender 
meroiee  of  this  administration,  which  brought 
than  to  the  ver^  ocmdition  which  is  now  cal- 
culated to  render  them  odious,  and  to  fbmish 
the  |H«text  for  oppressing  Uiem  and  their  debt- 
ors.  Whose  interest  is  it  now  to  ^ow  that 
they  have  been  *^  base  and  perfidious  ?  "  Sir,  I 
wish  that  my  honorable  colleague  (Hr.  Gab- 
ijun>}  was  here.  I  would  remonstrate  with 
him,  as  a  tme  conservative,  agtdnst  bis  remarks 


*  n«  htUr  «H  pTPdnoed     Kr.  CambnlMf,  ud  nsd 

«Nnr  You,  May  10, 1SS7. 
"  MT  mux  an ;  I  ban  JnM  l«arn«d  tut  Mine  of  our 
friendi  (I  heud  the  Bank  CommUdonera  lum^i)  wero  to 
I*  to  Albar  thU  aftemooB,  to  mt  th»  LaglaUtaro  to  t^teBd 
or  npMl  that  part  <tf  oat  bank  law  roUtUw  to  tb*  anapen- 
rion  (t  apecla  paTmenU.  Bach  a  meaaore,  ft  Kema  to  ma, 
voold  be  bad  In  ererr  point  of  Tiev.  Tha  bank  partr  have 


ipeda  paTstanta  at  the  eot»M4no4ment  of  sTery  prawn  re, 
whfah  waold  be  rerj  dHlarent  Id  its  aBbeta  IhMn  that  which 
baa  BOW  otsomd,  after  eredlt  prleea,  banking,  and  •Teir 
kind  <rf  trade  are  redooed  ao  low  that  onr  titj  bank  pspar 
aad  qiaela  are  nesrW  on  a  pat  Ibr  aU  tbe  pupoaea  of  tnuu. 
"  vairtnurjrmu 

"A-aruseiXif,' 


in  &vor  of  this  bilL  This  is  not  a  conservative, 
but  a  locofooo — a  destructive  measure.  Sir, 
we  are  told  that  the  ftonds  in  the  deposit  banks 
are  not  av«lable.  If  they  are  not  available  to 
the  General  Government  they  may  be  av^Ue 
to  the  States.  And,  if  not  available,  why 
should  they  be  withh^  from  tiie  States  when 
they  cannot  avail  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  f 
The  local  banks  can  pay  the  States,  whilst  they 
cannot  pay  the  General  Government.  The 
States,  wherein  they  are  located,  will  take  th^ 
notes.  With  their  local  currency  they  can  pay 
the  laborers  on  the  works  for  which  they  have 
contracted  on  tbe  £^th  of  this  deposit 

Truly,  truly,  it  may  be  said,  sir,  that  the  evil 
which  Cieneral  Jackson  did  lives  after  him.  He 
was  the  most  fortunate  man  that  God  ever  per- 
mitted to  riot  in  success,  and  to  triumph  over 
much  that  was  goodt  He  warred  without 
ceasing  agdnst  the  Bank  of  the  United  States; 
he  rendered  it  an  odious  monster,  and  killed  it . 
in  the  confidence  of  men ;  ^et  all  the  time  that 
he  was  in  power,  and  wielding  that  power 
i^nst  that  institution,  it  was  fraotifying  the 
nation,  sustaining  excban^  maintaii^ng 
a  sound  ourrenpy,  r^;ulatiDg,  in  a  measure,  ex- 
cessive bank  issues,  meting  out  to  labor  its 
reward,  insuring  confidence  in  trade,  keeping 
prices  steady  ana  advancing,  and  in  every  way 
warding  off  the  evil  day  until  after  Generu 
Jackson's  term  of  office  expired.  His  monster 
lived  to  keep  him  and  his  power  and  popularity 
alive,  until  it  was  too  late  to  rebuke  him  for 
the  mischief  we  now  endure.  It  gave  us  a 
seeming  prosperity  which  was  all  ascribed  to 
General  Jackson,  and  verily  his  enemy  was 
made  to  pndse  him.  Shr,  it  was  the  most  rimal 
instance  of  good  Ibrtune  in  bis  whole  lifb,  uiat 
the  bank  cratinued  in  existence  until  within  one 
year  of  the  expiration  of  his  reign,  and  tliat 
the  effects  of  its  death  could  not  be  felt  until 
one  year  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  and 
one  day  aiter  his  political  career  ceased  I  It 
was  wonderful  the  coincidence  of  events.  Ko 
one  thought  that  disorder  would  so  soon  ar- 
rive; it  waited  not  a  moment  after  Jackson 
ceased  to  be  Premdent  You  may  look  through 
his  whole  life,  I  say — to  the  cock-pit,  the  horse- 
race scenes,  to  his  hiur-breadth  'scapes  in  war, 
and  to  his  glorious  victories — and  not  find  a 
parallel  instance  of  good  ludc  with  this.  We 
were  told  that  the  bimk  would  fSUl  like  the  oak 
in  the  fi>rest  cnuhing  every  tender  sbnib  fn 
reach  of  its  giant  trunk  and  branches.  Not  so ; 
it  died,  like  a  good  man,  qoletly,  and  almost  in 
silent  prayeii  ^e  earth  shook  not  at  its  fUl ; 
and  yet  in  one  year  from  that  event  the  credit 
of  the  Government  and  the  trade  of  the  people 
are  crushed.  Sir,  when  it  died,  the  arterial 
blood  dried  up ;  its  bills  of  exchange,  which  it 
kept  at  the  lowest  rate  in  market,  were  thai 
blood;  it  circulate^  in  the  great  arteries  be- 
tween the  exporting  and  importing  points,  be- 
tween north-east  and  south-west.  New  York  and 
New  Orleans.  The  bank  was  your  impcnrting 
and  exptffting  agent ;  the  artery  of  internal  ex- 
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change  was  cut,  and  the  nation  now  lies  hleed- 
iiig  to  death  I  None  of  this  happened,  because 
it  coiild  not,  nntil  after  Jackson  ceased  to  reign. 
Kow,  oh  I  ye,  the  people,  contrast  the  "last  an- 
nnat  Message  of  the  chief,  and  his  farewell 
address,"  with  the  first  extraordioaiy  Ifessage 
of  bis  successor  I  Sir,  the  administraHon  either 
knew  of  all  these  remits  which  we  hare  vit- 
neaed,  so  minons  uid  disastrotts,  or  thtf  did 
not  They  may  take  whi<^  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma  thej  choose.  If  th^  did  not  see  the 
operation  of  causes  and  the  coming  of  events 
almost  touching  their  noses— events  which  were 
predicted  for  years ;  events  which  have  follow- 
ed so  snddenlr  npon  their  boasts  of  prosperity ; 
upon  times  when  the  administration  party  was 
for  voting  away  millions  for  every  species  of 
extravagance;  npon  times  when,  instead  of 
withholding  ^proprifttioDs,  they  were  making 
the  most  numerous  and  extensive  Government 
contracts,  contracting  away  millions  in  a 
month ; — I  will  not  be  harsh ;  I  will  not  say  if 
they  did  not  know  and  did  not  conrader,  they 
must  hare  been  fools ;  or,  if  they  saw  and  knew 
what  was  coming,  and  they  did  not  warn  the 
people,  they  most  be  knaves.  A  Mend,  the 
other  day,  eaid  he  would  put  both  horns  npon 
them,  and  make  the  beast  complete  I  I  will  not 
■ay  they  most  be  both  knaves  and  fools ;  but  t 
do  say  there  has  been  most  shameM,  wilful, 
blind,  and  gross  mismanagement,  and  mal-ad- 
ministration ;  and  if  there  be  no  hope  of  re- 
form, all  hope  of  preserving  the  Government 
and  its  freedom  and  parity  must  cease  I  Their 
great  panacea,  their  deposit  bank  system,  has 
signally,  wofuUy  failed.  It  was  recommended 
and  defended  but  yesterday  as  the  best  substi- 
tute for  the  Bank  of  the  Uiuted  States ;  it  was 
to  mpply  exchange,  and  perfonn  every  finan- 
dal  and  commercial  Aincti(m;  and  we  have 
seen,  in  a  day.  In  what  it  has  resulted.  They 
now  recommend  another  sovereign  remedy, 
another  king-cure-all,  a  sub-Treasury  system. 
Are  they  to  be  confided  in?  Are  they  and 
their  plan  not  to  be  distrusted  T  Are  the  peo- 
ple not  sick  of  experiments  t  But,  sir,  this  part 
of  the  discussion  I  must  reserve  for  the  time 
when  the  sub-Treasury  system  comes  np; 
though  I  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  present- 
ed, in  good  fiUth,  to  the  decision  and  action  of 
this  Honse. 


TmrBSDAT,  Septemi)er  28. 
IbvrthlnttalmaU  Bin. 

The  Hoose  resamed  the  condderation  of  the 
*'  bill  to  postpone  the  foorth  Instalment  of  de- 
posits with  the  States.^' 

Mr.  CusHUAN  remarked  that  this  question  had 
long  been  very  conrfderably  and  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and,  he  believed,  te  the  satisfaction  <k 
every  gentleman  of  the  House.  He  believed 
that  any  further  discussion  of  it  would  be  en- 
tirely useless,  and  the  House  was  worn  down 
with  the  debato.  Still,  be  confessed,  he  sbonld 
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be  very  happy  If  the  House  would  thea  phb 
upon  the  several  amendments  sabmitted  !■ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  if  it  cooid  be  dons 
without  fbrther  delay.  He  rose  for  the  par- 
pose  of '  asking  whether  it  was  not  the  Bcnse  i^ 
the  House  that  the  discnsdon  had  been  carried 
as  far  as  it  ought  to  be  t  whether  the 
had  not  been  folly  and  fairly  debated — nffi- 
dently  debated?  In  the  ftill  beBef  that  U  bad, 
it  was  his  intention  to  esll  for  the  previow 
question:  but  although  he  had  risen  for  that 
purpose,  he  would  make  this  pn^MieitiraL  If  it 
meets  the  general  approbation  of  the  House 
to  close  the  debate,  I  snonld  be  willing  to  have 
the  vote  taken  upon  every  amendment  and 
(pve  the  movers  of  them  an  opportunity  of  call- 
ing for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  eadi.  For  the 
purpose,  however,  of  testing  the  sense  of  the 
House  to  bring  this  discoBsioQ  to  a  dose,  1  move 
the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previoos  question  was 
seconded — yeas  107,  nays  78. 

Mr.  BsBD  called  for  the  yeas  and  n^s  on  the 
qoestion,  "  Shall  the         qnestioB  be  now 
pnt  ?  "  wttieh  wereordered,  and  were— yets 
nays  108.  ^ 

So  the  House  determined  tiiat  the  main  qncs* 
tion  be  now  put. 

The  main  question,  I>eing  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a  third  reading,  recurring- 
Mr.  BfiiQOS  a^ed  for  the  yeas  and  axjs 
thereon ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were— 

Tus. — ^Ifessn.  Andetson,  Andrews,  Athertn^ 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsill,  Boon,  Booldiii, 
Brodhead,  Branson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Bynom,  CWm- 
breleng,  T.  J.  Carter,  Chaney,  Ch^mtn,  (SIley,  CM- 
borne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Club- 
man, Dftvee,  DeGraff,  Ci*omgoole,  Doncan,  nthmd^ 
Farrinston,  Fairfield,  I.  Fletcber,  Foster,  Fry,  Qd- 
hip,  (%olBon,  Glascock,  Qrudand,  Oraat,  mitj, 
HaiomoDd,  Earner,  HaRiaon,  Hawklni,  Hayim,  Bd- 
aey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hobley,  WilUam  H.  Hmter,  S. 
H.  T.  Hunter,  In^iam,  T.  B.  JadE80[^  J.  Jackioi, 
J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kenbie,  K3- 
gore,  Elingeostnitfa,  Legare,  Zjeadbetter,  Lewii, 
Logan,  Arpnazed  Loomia,  Lyon,  James  M.  Mason, 
Martin,  McKay,  Robt.  McClellan,  A.  McaeUan,  Me- 
Glure,  MoKim,  Miller,  Kooie,  Morgan,  Samnei,  W. 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Koble,  Owens,  Pihiier, 
Porker,  Paimenter,  Fatton,  Paynter,  Pamjbacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pi(^ens,  Plumer,  ToOer,  Fntt, 
Prentiss,  ReiUy,  Richardson,  Rives,  Sawyer,  Sbeffer, 
Sbeplor,  Bpencer,  Stewart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  fStm, 
Toucey,  Towns,  Tumey,  Tail,  Yanderveer,  Wnge- 
ner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  WUttlaBt7,  And 
W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Tdl— 110. 

yATS. — ^Messrs.  Adants,  Alexander,  Heman  Alkn, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bel),  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden, 
Briggs,  William  B.  daUioun,  John  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell.  W.  B.  Carter,  Ouey, 
Cbamben,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clowney,  Corwin, 
Craiy,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cu^ng,  Darilng- 
ton,  Dawson,  Davies,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Ebsore, 
Evuts,  Everett,  Bwit^^  Biidiard  FletdiCT,  FUbaont, 
Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gtaham,  W.  Graham, 
Graves,  Gray,  Grennell,  GriShi,  Hall,  Halsted,  Harba, 
Harper,  Hastinga,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Boffinan, 
H(^ddns,  Jeidfer,  H.  JohasoB,  W.  0.  JoImob,  Iia> 
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•oiii,  Andnw  W.  Loomii,  HaUoi?,  Martin,  SiOBOti 
M— im.  MmiiTi  Ui^',  HarireU,  MoEennan,  Ueoefee, 
Mmar,  HUUnui,  Hootgomer7,  lUtthias  Horru,  Cal- 
Taty  Ifotria,  Naylor,  Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearce, 
Pedc,  Fbillipa,  Pope,  Potts,  Bariden,  Bandotph, 
Reed,  Beocher,  Rbett,  lUdgway,  Bobertwm,  Rumsey, 
Buasell,  Sergeant,  An^tine  H.  Shepperd,  Charles 
Shepanl,  Siiclds,  Sibley,  Slade,  Smith,  Snyder, 
Soutiinte,  Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tbtnopeon, 
Tmiogfaast,  Totand,  Underwood,  Albert  B.  White, 
Joha  Wlute,  Sliaha  Wblttiewy,  Lewfai  WWiams, 
Sberrod  WiUlanM,  JoMoh  L.  WUUama,  Ohilrtopher 
H.  WDUtBU,  Wise.  Torke— 117. 

So  tiie  bOI  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Vr.  PiOKXira,  baring  voted  la  the  mt^jority, 
moved  to  reconsider  the  above  vote;  which 
motion  lies  over  for  to-morrow.  Mr.  P.  then 
gave  notice  that  he  dioold  then  aabmlt  his 
amendment. 


Fbidat,  September  29. 

Iburth  Instalment  BiU. 

The  House  took  m  the  "  bill  ta  postpcne  the 
fbarth  instalment  of  deporit  with  tbe  States." 

The  qneetion  pending  was  the  motion  of  &br. 
PloKBits  to  reooniider  the  vote  bj  which  it  had*; 
been  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ust  night. 

Mr.  PioniTs  said  it  was  not  ma  desire  to  oc- 
cupy the  attentum  of  the  Hoose  for  any  length 
of  time^  for  he  was  perfeetlr  certain  that  its 
patience  must  be  exliansted  by  the  disoossion 
that  had  already  talcen  place.  I  desire  (s^d 
he)  to  reconsider  the  vote,  becanae  every  gen- 
tleman mnat  be  aware  that,  under  the  pec^iar 
ukd  teohnical  operations  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  mi(jority  of  this  ^mae  had  not  been 
bntwht  to  vote  upon  the  amendment  proposed. 
Sir,  I  oonrider  the  amendment  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  propose,  as  important,  both  in  princi- 
irfe  wid  in  pdicy.  X  desire  the  House  to  be 
broQgfat  to  a  distinct  vote  upon  that  amend- 
ment, and  it  is  with  that  view  I  moved  to  r»> 
eonsMer  the  vote  ordering  this  bill  to  a  third 
reading ;  and,  in  presenting  that,  I  beg  genUe- 
men  to  reflect  upon  the  ooune  which  they  are 
disposed  to  pnrsne. 

ib.  Speaker,  the  provisions  of  tiuit  act— the 
depomt  act  of  1886, 1  mean,  are  peculiar.  They 
nv«^  in  certain  contingencies,  power  to  the 
Secntary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  back  the  three 
inatalmenta  already  distributed,  under  oertun 
HmitatioDS.  Sir,  it  is  a  power  whiob  you  your- 
mit,  by  the  very  act  which  yon  deiire  to  enmroe, 
by  renising  to  pass  this  biJl,  plaoe  in  Uie  bands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMury.  What  will 
be  the  result,  then,  of  defeating  this  bill?  Why, 
that  you  leave  it  a  clum  upon  the  Treasury,  and 
that,  by  solemn  disoussion  and  solemn  vote  re- 
Jectmg  this  bill,  yon  make  it  tiie  imperative 
duty  of  the  Secretary  to  execute  the  deposit 
act  to  its  very  letter. 

Now,  sir,  look  at  the  proposition.  They  say 
the  Treasury  is  embarrassed ;  that  it  is  reduced, 
and  that  it  will  want  fiiods :  then  how  will  the 
deposit  act  be  exeoutedl  Why»  tin  Secretary 
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most,  of  necesuty,  call  upon  the  States  for  the 
three  instalments  already  made.  But  suppos^ 
as  gentiemen  say,  that  ue  Treasury  is  full,  and 
that  there  are  ample  funds  in  its  hands.  If  this 
be  ^e,  what  a  spectacle  will  be  presented  to 
the  Amorioan  people  t  That  your  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  your  anthoriud  officer,  baa  pre- 
sented a  set  <»  statammta  to  this  Boose  and  to 
the  country  which  are  utterly  ^alse  I  Oiuk  any 
admiitistration  stend  under  the  scorn  and  in- 
dignation this  would  produce  amongst  an  out- 
raged people,  when  Congress  meets  in  Decem- 
ber, and  finds  his  statements  a  thorough 
delusion  I  But  I  doubt  it,  sir.  It  is  my  sincere 
impression  that  the  Treasury  is  embarrassed, 
and  that  if  you  rcjject  tbe  bill  on  your  table, 
you  place  not  only  the  States  and  tbe  Treasuries 
of  tbe  States,  but  the  State  banks  also,  whic^ 
gentlemen  wish  to  protect,  at  the  mercy  and 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  Now,  sir, 
I  put  this  to  gentlemen :  are  they  prepared  to 
see  this  deposit  act  ezeeuted  to  its  letter,  and 
especially  under  the  «dstiog  pressure!  Are 
they  prepared  to  pay  back  tiie  three  instal- 
ments ?  Under  thia  q>eoiflo  provinoo  of  that 
act,  I  know  the  course  the  Treasury  will  pursue 
—or,  at  least,  what  I  believe  it  will  pursue.  It 
is  this :  That  it  will,  if  the  fourth  instalment  be 
paid  over  at  all,  throw  the  expenses  of  thia 
Government  upon  tbe  SUUes,  by  drawing  upon 
them  for  the  three  other  instalments ;  and  the 
inevitable  result  will  be,  that  you  compel  the 
Treasury  to  rely  upon  the  States  to  support 
and  austun  the  General  Government.  This 
will  produce  more  pressure  than  will  be  pro- 
dueea  by  tbe  suspension  of  the  act  of  1836,  or 
than  could  poeribly  be  by  withhdding  &e 
fourth  instalment  Let  gentiemen  from  the 
West  look  at  this.  The  deposit  banlcs  of  Ala- 
bama, UisaissippI,  Louisiana,  Kentncky,  Indi- 
ana, and  Ohio  nave,  at  this  time,  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  on  deposit  out  of  the  nine 
and  a  half  required  to  pi^  tiie  fourth  instal- 
ment. What  will  be  the  result?  Ton  will 
compel  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to  call 
upon  thoee  banks  to  pay  up,  so  as  to  enable  him 
to  execute  that  payment  Look  at  Ohio,  hav- 
ing more  now  than  she  is  entitied  to  under  the 
fourth  payment  Do  you  suppose  tbe  paper  of 
the  Ohio  banks,  though  perfecUy  good  and  cur- 
rent in  that  State  between  man  and  man,  will 
be  reo^ved  at  par  in  Penosylvanta,  which  is  to 
draw  a  million  t  Or  do  you  suppose  tbe  funds 
of  Alabama  banks  will  be  taken  by  Gengia  for 
her  instalment,  when  perb^>s  they  are  frmn  tea 
to  fifteen  per  cent  below  par  there,  and  then 
pledge  its  foith  to  refund— in  what?  in  specie^ 
or  in  available  funds  equivalent  to  specie,  to 
tbis  Government?  Would  this  be  a  sound 
financial  opmition  on  the  part  of  Georgia,  or 
would  her  Government  assent  to  it} 

Again,  sir,  suppose  this  bill  be  not  passed, 
what  will  be  another  result?  That  you  call 
upon  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  enforoe 
the  law,  or  distribute  the  fourth  instalment, 
and  when  are  the  means  yon  put  in  bis  oon- 
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trol?  Do  70a  not  seo  that,  under  sach  an 
<a>eration,  yon  inentably  compel  him  to  «ecnte 
the  law  to  the  letter,  aod  that^  to  do  10,  he  must 
draw  eoDtribotioDS  from  tiie  States  to  distribote 
back  to  them  f   Is  this  sound  polioy  ? 

Kow,  sir,  look  at  the  Treasnrr  note  bill. 
"Will  it  relieve  the  Treasurx  from  embarrass- 
ments ?  If  that  bill  should  pass  the  House  in 
its  present  form,  as  passed  hj  the  Senate,  pac- 
ing interest  on  its  notes,  what  will  be  the  re- 
sult? Why,  the  moment  yon  throw  them  oat, 
thej  will  be  taken  up  by  capitalists,  as  the  very 
best  investment,  as  stock,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstsDces.  There  are,  at  this  time,  mulions 
of  capital  lying  idle  in  the  vaults  of  banks, 
TatohiDff  the  opflrationa  of  this  Gorenunent, 
and  rea^  to  take  Btook  in  a  bank  (tf  the  United 
States,  if  sneh  an  institiiticm  should  be  created. 
Yes,  nr;  these  Tery  capitalists,  tiie  moment 
you  throw  oat  your  ten  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  bearing  interest,  will  seize  upon  them, 
and,  instead  of  serving  for  a  circulation,  they 
will  be  invested  as  stock.  It  will  only  then 
afford  temporary  relief,  and  the  final  effect  will 
be,  to  all  intents  and  porposes,  to  create  a  debt 
How  are  the  notes,  with  interest,  to  be  redeem- 
ed 1  By  taxation,  sir.  And  are  we  prepared 
to  incur  that  debt  ?  Now,  if  you  throw  into 
circulation  ten  millions  of  certificates,  receivable 
only  for  public  does  not  bearing  interest— (bnt 
I  much  question  whether  you  will  ever  est  a 
m^ority  in  this  House  to  pass  sndi  a  bul  as 
that,  for  the  rimple  fhot  that,  the  moment  the 
Government  throws  into  oireulation  snch  Inlls 
IS  that,  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  excluded  to  that 
extent  from  circulation  in  the  South-west,  where 
they  have  been  at  five  and  ten  per  oent)-^I 
say,  if  you  throw  into  circulation  such  certifi- 
cates, their  cironlation  would  spread  through 
the  country,  and  might  relieve  the  present  em- 
barrassment, and  could  be  redeemed  in  future 
daes.  Bnt  there  is  an  interest  struggling  against 
this — ^the  banking  interest  of  the  country. 

Now,  sir,  some  gentlemen  sunprae  the  notes 
I  have  rtferred  to  will  fidl  below  par.  How 
can  that  be  f  H  thoy  be  receivable  for  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  and  no  mom  be  is- 
sued lhan  enough  to  pay  those  revenues,  they 
will  be  above  par,  or,  at  least,  equal  to  gold  and 
silver.  Nothing  can  depret^ate  them  but  an 
issue  beyond  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country,  audit  isevenquesticHiable  if  that  would. 
But,  sir,  can  we  pass  such  a  bill  as  that,  viz : 
without  interest,  and  throw  nomore  into  circu- 
lation than  the  amount  neoessary  for  the  public 
dnes  ?  It  is  v«7  donbtflil  whether  this  House 
would. 

But  throw  out  $10,000,000  of  notes,  bearing 
interest^  and  at  the  end  of  tiie  year  the  Govern- 
ment will  he  called  on  to  redeem  theai,  or  they 
will  run  on  at  interest  thus  creating  a  debt  in 
Its  most  odious  and  dtjeoMonable  fonn.  Oap- 
italisbi  in  stock  are  decpty  interested  in  sooh  an 
issue.  Whatever  this  Government  makes  re- 
e^vaUa  in  dues,  ia^  to  all  iuteuts  aad  puiposes, 


money,  and  sneh  a  oircalatiui,  limited  to  As 
amount  of  expenditores^  wonld  he  eqeivakat 
to  gM  and  diver,  and  reliove  tbe  eommenM 
oommnnlty  in  colleotloDS  of  customs.  It  wooU, 
in  feet,  be  a  currency  resting  upon  the  credh 
of  Government  And  this  is  aU  the  Qorm- 
ment  could  do,  even  though  a  bank  endorse  the 
notes  or  loan  its  credit 

Now,  sir,  I  repeat,  we  are  not  prepared  fioc 
the  state  of  thin^  that  will  ensue  upon  the  re- 
jection of  this  bill.  You  will  press  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tr^sury,  and  compel  him  to 
execute  that  fourth  inst^ment,  and  the  result 
will  inevitably  he  that  you  compel  this  Govern- 
ment to  create  a  debt,  which  debt  yon  are 
bound  to  paj  in  the  revenues  of  the  oonntiy ; 
and  how  these  revennes  are  coQe(^  v«  aU 
too  well  know. 

Who  receives  tbe  distribution!  Do  you  dis- 
tribute It  according  to  the  paymmt  «  taxes  t 
Many  suppose  that  we  oonsome  aeoorffing  to 
population,  and  pay  taxes  according  to  ecm- 
snmption.  If  this  be  true,  we  do  not  receive 
our  proper  distribution,  for  two-fifths  of  a  cer- 
tain class  of  our  population,  under  our  repre- 
sentation, will  be  excluded.  Are  gentlemoi 
prepared  to  carry  out  tins  system  permanoitfy, 
or  create  a  debt  by  distributing  this  instal- 
ment t 

Hr.  Speaker,  the  view  I  had  in  introdudng 
the  amendment  was^that  if  there  be  any  ni^ 
phis  remaining  in  1889,  then  let  it  be  dqwn^ 
ed ;  and  I  tiioug^t  at  the  time,  and  still  thiak, 
it  would  meet  the  assmt  of  a  mqjoritT'  of  tbe 
House.  The  tendency  of  this  would  bo  to  pro- 
duce economy  in  the  appro])riatioDS  foe  next 
year,  under  ^e  hope  of  receiving  the  deporit 
then.  Upon  all  the  other  questions  prescatted 
by  gentlemen  in  this  debate,  discursory  as  thej 
were  in  their  character,  *'  da  omnibui  tAv*  €t 
guibvadam  aUi$^'"  I  desire  to  reserve  myself  fir 
the  great  bill — for  I  call  that  tbe  great  measara 
of  the  sesricm— the  divorce  bill  I  mean.  That 
bin  I  hold  myself  prepared  to  defend,  and  I  ftar 
no  consequences. 

[A  fiir&er  debate  now  took  (dsoe  in  wludi  Ken 
Cambrelaig,  Waddy  Thompsm,  Gray  <rf  Sew  ToA, 
Loomis,  Toncey,  and  Lyon,  were  the  q>eakers ;  wbta,] 

Mr.  Oaxbbxlkno  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  motion  was  seconded. 

The  previous  question  was  then  pot  sad  car- 
ried ;  and  the  main  question  heing  w  rsoonr 
sideration — 

The  yeas  and  nays  wwe  taken— yeas  14A, 
nays  81. 

So  the  House  resolved  to  reoonsider  tbe  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  a  third 
rea^n^ 

Hr.  PioEiNs  moved  his  amendment  to  Hndt 
the  postoononeDt  to  the  1st  (tf  Janoaiy,  1S»9. 

Hr.  wiixuMS,  of  North  Oarolhia,  moved  to 
lay  tibe  lull  aad  amendments  on  the  taMe^  and 
denuuded  ^  yeu  and  mgrs;  whkli  were  or- 
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dered,  and  ■tood— tms  101,  nm  189.  Nega- 
tiT«d. 

The  question  being  on  Ur.  Hatvbs*  Amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  Hr.  FioKmra, 

lb.  Bkll,  after  an  animated  n>eecb,  submit- 
ted a  motion,  to  reomnmit  the  bul  and  amend- 
ments to  the  Oommifetee  ctf  the  Vhole  on  the 
state  of  the  TJnirai,  with  instraedons  to  report 
tlM  foUoiring  aa  a  sabstitate  for  the  bill : 

**  That  die  pajment  of  the  fourth  inslahnent  re- 
miired  to  be  defwidted  with  the  States,  b;  the  act  of 
tttc  83d  of  June,  1886,  be  postpODed  until  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1840;  and  that  moaeys  to  that 
amoont,  dot  in  depodt  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer, and  other  public  oEBccfS,  in  any  of  the  doiosit 
banks,  be,  and  the  nme  are  hereby,  appK^alated  for 
tike  payment  of  the  aante. 

**Sec  2.  Andbt  it  ;'itr<A«r  «n<icf«(I,  That  it  shalt 
be  Um  dotjr  of  the  Secretary  of  ttie  Treasoiy,  as  soon 
at  may  be  after  the  lit  di^  of  October  Mzt,  to  pro- 
eaed  to  tender  and  tnailcrto  theaereial  ftateshis 
drafts  V  ordeis  to  pay  their  reniecttTe  portions  of 
Slid  moneya;  and  ttwt  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
State,  whidi  may  be  willing  to  accept  such  drafts  or 
tiwisfers  in  payment  of  its  proportion  of  said  instal- 
ment, according  to  tlM  terms  of  said  act  of  the  23d 
cf  Jmie,  1836,  to  reoetre  the  same ;  jwovidcd,  ne7er- 
thdesB,  that  any  bmk  or  banks  upon  wfaldi  eoch 
trantos  or  diana  shall  bsne,  upon  the  condition  of 
pi^btf  to  the  States  boldfaig  thessme  interest  at  the 
me  m  five  per  cmL  per  annmn  quarterly,  diaU  be 
reqi^ed  to  pay  the  prindpal  only  in  the  following 
listahnfintn.  to  wit :  one-tUrd  <m  the  1st  of  October, 
18S8 ;  one-third  on  the  1st  of  Oettrim,  1889 ;  and 
the  remainder  on  the  Ist  day  of  October,  1840." 

Mr.  GAHBBRLENa  hoped  the  Honse  would 
r^ect  the  motion,  and  pass  the  bill  this  night. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
to  commit  and  decided  in  the  negatire— yeas 
eVpays  149. 

The  anestion  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment or  lb.  PiOEBHB,  and  decoded  in  the  affirm- 
atiTe— yeas  180,  nays  99. 

lb.  Reed  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  qnestion,  (which  was  on  ordering  the  hill 
to  a  tiurd  reaiun^  which  were  ordered,  and 
were: 


TsAS.— Uessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bime,  Bickneil,  fiirdnll,  Borden,  Brodbead, 
Bnmson,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  Cambreleng,  J.  Camp- 
bdl,  T.  J.  Outer,  Chaney,  Chapman.  Cilley,  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Geveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Oni^Cndmian,  DaTee,  DeGraff,  Dronu;oole,  Dnn- 
ean/Edwarda,  Ehnore,  ntrrington,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
frjj  Oallmi,  6h<rfsoo,  fflascoc^  Oranttand,  Grant, 
Gi^,  OrifBn,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
HawUos,  Hajnes,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubtey, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  B.  H.  T.  Hunter,  In^uim,  T.  B. 
Jadson,  J.  Jackson,  J.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W. 
Jooea,  Kemble,  KUgore,  EU^utnnlth,  L^are, 
Leadtietter,  Logan,  A.  Loomis,  Lyon,  J.  IL  Huon, 
ICartin,  HcKay,  B.  HcClelian,  A.  UcGlellan,  HcQuie, 
KcKim,  Miller,  Hoolgunery,  Mooie,  Uofgan,  S.  W. 
Kmil,  Uahlenba;g,  Huirmy,  Noble,  Owens,  Parker, 
nmenter,  Faynter,  Pennybaoker,  Petrikhi,  Kielps, 
Pkkens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Beily, 
Rhett,  BidiardsoD,  Sawyer  8heirer,^eplor,^>enoer, 
Bteww^Ta^q^^waMs,  Titos,  Towey,  Towns  Yidl, 


Tanderv^  Wacener,  Webster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  Whit- 
tlesey, J.  W.  Wifiiame,  Worthington,  and  Tell— 118. 

Nats.— Messn.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  Allen,  J. 
W.  Allen,  Ayeiigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Bring,  W.  B.  Galbonn,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B  Campbell, 
W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chnda, 
Corwin,  Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cndiing, 
Dariiogton,  Dawson,  BsTies,  Debany,  Dennis,  Dunn, 
Krans,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Iletctier,  Fillmore,  Ooode, 
J.  Graham,  W.  Greh^  Graves,  Greunell,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hastiiws,  Hawes,  Henry, 
Herod,  Ht^man,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  W.  0.  J<din- 
Bon,  linootn,  A.  W.  Loomis,  tfallory,  Harvin,  S. 
Mason,  Maxwell,  UcKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  UUIi- 
gan,  M.  Morris,  0.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  (Me,  Pat- 
terson, Pearce,  Peck,  PhilUps,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden, 
Reed,  Bencher,  Bidgway,  I^yefl,  Bobertaon,  Rnmsey, 
Buflsell,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  ^lepperd,  C.  Shepard, 
Shields,  KUey,  ^e,  Snuth,  Snyder,  Soutlvate, 
Stanly,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Thompeon,  Tlllhif^ast, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  J.  WMte,  B. 
Whittleeey,  L.  Williams,  a  Williams,  J.  L.  WUUams, 
0.  H.  WiUiams,  Wise,  and  Torite— 106. 

So  the  InE  was  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  at 
tUstime. 

ICr.  BioK  Gabiahd  moved  to  postpone  the 
fhrther  oonslderatiGn  of  the  bill  nntil  Tnesd^ 
next. 

Hr.  HoKiu  then  moved  the  previous  qoes- 
tioD,  which  was  seconded ;  and  tiie  main  qnes- 
tirai  having  been  ordered,  the  bill  was  rrad  a 
Uiird  time,  and  paas^ 


Satubdat,  Septembw  80. 
Trtatury  Note  BUI. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  ComfOB  in  the  chair,)  and  took 
□p  the  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  is- 
sue of  Treasory  notes. 

Mr.  Bxix  said  he  had  been  waiting  for  some 
who^  he  understood,  were  prepared  to  con- 
test the  eonstititf  onjd  ririit  vt  the  Senate  to 
send  to  the  House  a  bin  of  this  descripti{»i.  It 
was  a  money  bill :  and,  by  the  constitntionjall 
such  bills  must  originate  in  the  Hoase.  The 
proper  conrse  would  he,  first  to  take  a  vote  on 
that  question.  If  bis  friend  from  Massachusetts 
waa  desuvns  of  addressing  the  House  on  that 
quesUon,  Mr.  B.  would  not  now  proceed  with 
any  remarks  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  in  his  own  opinion  the 
matter  admitted  of  no  question  at  all.  If  ever 
there  was  a  money  bill,  this  was  one.  But  he 
^ould  make  no  motion,  because  he  knew  per- 
fectly well  if  he  did,  the  previous  question 
would  be  called,  and  the  motion  voted  down. 
I^  however,  the  gentlonan  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Bbu.)  was  disposed  to  go  into  the  diaonsaon, 
he  Aonld  bave  Mr.  A.*8  most  ondial  Boppwt 
This  House  had  too  long  suffered  the  other 
branch  of  the  Le^latnre  to  dictate  to  it  every 
measure  relating  to  revenue.  For  the  last  five 
years  not  one  in  sH  tiie  measnres  of  that  char^ 
aeter  had  originated  in  that  House. 

Hr.  Hatkxs  said  it  was  now  too  late  to  r^ 
an  olfaction  oi  tills  kind:  the  Bouse  had  re- 
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ceived  the  bill,  and  referred  It ;  and  it  hod  been 
reported  on.  If  snch  an  objection  did  exist, 
thiD  was  not  the  place  to  make  it. 

Kr.  WisB  was  astonished  to  hear  sach  lan- 
gaagQ  from  tlie  gentleman  from  Geoi^a,  Did 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  at  ever/  step,  in 
anj,  even  tlie  last  stage  <tf  a  bUlf  vhen  it  had 
received  its  third  reuing,  if  the  House  dis- 
covered a  constitutional  ot^ection  to  lie  against 
its  passage,  it  was  never  too  late  to  bring  it 
forward?  It  never  conld  be  too  late  for  the 
Hoase  to  receive  an  objection  to  doing  that 
which  it  had  no  power  to  do.  It  never  could 
wuve  a  constitutional  objection  on  the  ground 
of  laches.  He  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
and  report  that  a  bill  like  this  could  not  consti- 
tntionallj  originate  in  the  Senate.  Thus,  in  the 
House,  that  report  might  be  adopted,  and  the  bill 
sent  back  to  the  Senate,  with  a  message  declar- 
ing that  the  Honse  could  not  act  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  OuiBBELBiTa  hoped  the  committee  wonld 
not  rise.  This  bill  did  not  propose  the  levying 
of  a  tax ;  it  was  a  mere  anticipation  of  the  re- 
ceipt <rf  revenue.  The  compromise  act  of  1888 
had  been  sent  from  the  Senate  (when  that  bodj 
was  differently  constituted  in  a  pditical  point 
of  view)  to  the  House,  although  it  proposed  an 
increase  of  taxes,  in  some  cases  amounting  to 
40  per  cent  The  present  bill  created  no  p&lio 
debt ;  it  mere]/  anticipated  means  which  were 
ample.  Congress  had  be<ip  convened  to  meet 
an  emergency;  and  it  had  so  happened  that 
the  Senate's  Committee  on  Unauce  had  been 
constituted  four  days  sooner  than  that  of  the 
House,  and  hence  me  Senate's  bill  had  come 
earlier  than  that  of  the  House.  No  constitu- 
tional otjection  had  been  ni^ed  in  the  Senate ; 
bnt  here,  at  this  late  hour,  a  constitntional 

auestion  was  to  he  raised  and  discussed,  when 
le  House  had  arrived  at  the  Ist  day  of  Octo- 
ber, and  the  Treasury  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  the  specie  could  not  be  oikiined  for  a  little 
draft  6f  $811.  Ho  hoped  the  Honse  would 
proceed  with  the  bill. 

-  Mr.  Mkbobb  was  astonished  at  the  position 
taken  by  the  chiurman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  not  a  fact  that  the 
compromise  bill  had  originated  in  tlw  Boiate ; 
it  had  originated  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Cambbblbng  sud,  to  avoid  all  difficulty, 
he  would  move  to  pass  by  the  Senate's  hill  and 
take  np  that  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BoBBRxsoN  contended  that  the  Honse 
could  not  thus  pass  over  the  greatest  breach  of 
lbs  privileges  wnich  had  ever  been  perpetrated. 
He  conld  not  understand  how  the  gentleman 
could  be  so  insensible  to  the  indignity  thus  cast 
on  the  House.  Should  they  continue  to  take 
bills  raising  millions  on  millions,  at  the  dictation 
of  tlie  Senate  or  the  President^  when  the  con- 
stitution pUunly  forbade  itt 

A  dispute  on  order  arose,  attended  for  a  time 
with  some  confhsion ;  but  it  issued  in  taking  np 
the  House  bill,  as  moved  by  Mr,  Gajcbbelbno. 

Ifr.  OiacBBBLKNO  then  submitted  a  statement 
■of  the  asB^  and  liabilities  of  the  Treasury.  | 


[Oariamaa,  18ST. 

Mr.  CucBRELENa  alluded  to  the  Cut,  that 
there  were  seven  or  eight  millions  of  outstand- 
ing appropriations  at  the  end  of  every  year, 
which  might  he  conndered  permaoently  oot- 
standing.  It  would  thus  appear  that  our  money 
and  Tesonroes  probably  amount  to  twwtty-fonr 
millions  and  a  naif.  We  were  not  called  iqun 
to  antiioriie  a  loan  or  to  create  a  pnblio  om. 
There  was  no  occasion  for  a  stock,  however  de- 
sirable it  might  be  for  investmeat  or  for  rendt- 
tanoe  to  Europe.  All  that  was  now  prmosed, 
was  to  antioq>ate  our  actual  resources  by  an 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  The  material  qaertim 
was,  whether  the  notes  should  bear  interest  or 
not.  la  the  present  extraordinary  condition  of 
the  country,  he  should  think  notes  without  in- 
terest an  important  auxiliary  to  aid  in  the  col- 
lection of  tbe  revenue,  and  in  relierin^  onr 
internal  circulation.  He  believed  it  qmt«  as 
important  to  adjust  tbe  balraoe  b^een  the 
sonth-westeni  and  north-wettom  pottima  of  the 
oonntry,  as  it  was  to  pay  off  oor  forogn  debt 
If  there  was  a  onrrent  revoine  condwE  into  tbe 
Treasury,  such  an  issue  might  be  ssfely  made 
and  sustained  in  circulation,  and  would  not,  like 
the  small  notes  issued  in  1816,  interfere  with 
the  currency.  Geuttomen  denounced  notes  at 
this  description  as  paper  money :  they  perform 
the  office  of  exchange,  and  not  of  cnrreocy, 
and  at  tbe  same  time  were  convenient  far  mak- 
ing payments  into  the  Treasury,  and  for  oor 
public  expenditures.  The  currency  of  France, 
with  her  four  hundred  and  fifty  railUons  of  gold 
and  silver,  had  not  been  disturbed  by  the  issoes 
by  the  Bank  of  France  of  notes  of  about  a 
similar  denomination.  The  demands  of  oool- 
merce  alone  will  not,  however,  aost^  Tnth 
ory  notes,  without  interest  in  dronlation.  ¥e 
must  also  be  in  reodpfc  or  a  current  revemwi. 
Since  the  extounon  cf  time  to  the  merefaaats 
and  the  banks,  all  the  payments  into  the  Tress- 
nry  were  thrown  into  the  next  year,  and  for 
some  months  very  littie  would  be  coming  mto 
tbe  Treasury.  Under  such  circumstances,  there 
was  reason  to  fear  tliat  the  notes  would  be  de- 
preciated. He  had,  therefore,  adopted  the 
principle  of  the  Senate's  bill,  allowing  an  in- 
terest He  was  not  in  favor  of  issuing  Treas- 
ury notes  now,  or  at  any  time,  whether  widi 
or  without  interest;  but,  although  oor  re- 
sources are  ample,  we  are  compelled  to  antiei- 
pate  tlinn,  In  order  to  g^ve  iuidnlgenoe  to  the 
debtors  of  Ctovemmoit.  In  relieving  thes^ 
and  giving  means  to  the  Treasury,  it  u  fortu- 
nate that  we  can  aff«d  to  the  sooth-wot  a 
medium  of  remittance,  and,  at  the  same  time^ 
aid  the  merchants  on  tbe  Atlantic  to  pay  off 
their  foreign  debt  It  was  the  prospect  at  this 
issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  notes  which 
had  already  consideraUy  reduced  the  price  of 
n>ecie.  Mr.  0.  then  moved  an  amendm^t  to 
the  bill,  by  proponng  sobetanttaUy  tbe  provi- 
sions of  the  -fienate's  bHl,  authorizing  an  issue 
of  Treasury  notes,  bearing  interest  not  exceed- 
ing ax  per  cent 
Mr.  Bonx  aiUressed  the  Ch^  as  follows: 


n^mmy  ym  jam. 
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llr.  Chairman :  I  shall  follow  tiie  so^igestion 
made  by  the  cbainnan  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  consider  all  the  bills  npon 
jonr  table  as  constitnting  one  srBtem,  although 
oontuned  in  diflEbrent  bifls.  To  the  bill  an- 
thorisiog  the  Treasorer  to  issne  Treaaoiy  notes, 

I  shall  propose,  as  amendments,  that  these  notes 
shaO  bear  no  interest ;  and  that  the  Beoretaiy 
be  authorized  to  fime  anothw  kind  of  paper — 
bills  reoeiTable  in  mrment  of  the  pnUto  duet. 
When  the  bill  reguating  the  depositories  of  the 

fnblio  money  shall  come  np  for  eonrideration, 
shall  also  move  the  amenomeat  I  send  to  the 
Chair,  providing  for  a  gradual  dissolution  of  all 
connection  between  the  GoTemment  and  the 
banks;  dispensing  entirely,  in  the  course  of 
three  years,  with  the  nse  or  reception  of  their 
pfq)er ;  and  neing  them  only  for  tae  ufe-keep- 
mg  of  the  pablic  money  by  special  deponta. 
By  these  amendments,  the  Government  will 
have  the  opUou  of  issoing  either  Treasury  notes 
bearing  no  interest^  or  billsreeriTahlein  pigment 
the  public  dues— tibe  Govtuvmeat  will  be  sep- 
arated firam  the  banks— 4he  public  moneys  be 
Irapt  inthe  bankaon  spedal  deposit'^ndtherev- 
CDue  be  collected  eitner  in  Government  paper 
or  specie.  There  is  bat  one  other  alternative 
befinv  the  committee  to  this  system  in  this 
shape,  or  by  oUier  modifications,  and  that  is 
the  project  of  the  gentleman  tcom  Yii^nia, 
(Mr.  Gabland,)  to  reuniti)  the  Government  to 
tiie  State  banks — receive  their  paper  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  dues — and  make  them,  as 
heretofore,  the  general  dwositoriea  of  the 
money  of  the  country.  Tnese  are  Ihe  two 
pr^ects  for  consideration. 

a,  rir,  we  are  to  have  '^earary  notes,  I  pre- 
flsr  tiiat  they  shotdd  not  bear  interesL  In  issu- 
ing tiiese  notes,  it  is  not  our  otject  ^ply  to 
raue  money,  or  to  pay  debta ;  but,  in  the  para- 
lytic state  of  the  country,  we  want  a  medium 
in  which  the  revenues  of  the  country  can  be 
eadty  collected,  and  domestio  exdunges  be 
earned  ou  without  embarrasBment  to  the  banks. 

II  these  notes  bear  interest,  th^r  dronlatioa 
win  be  impeded,  if  not  stopped  entirely ;  they 
will  be  retained  on  hand  as  investments.  Nor, 
ar,  do  I  think  the  objection  that  if  they  d(/not 
bear  interest  they  will  fall  below  par,  is  well 
founded.  Although  they  cannot  be  employed 
Uke  ^>ecie  in  paying  debts  abroad,  they  will 
answer  a  iimctioa  which  spede  oannot  perform 
in  carrying  on  the  exchanges  of  the  country. 
This  peeunaritT  ^  usefblneaa,  in  the  present 
ritnanott  of  the  wmUcj.  wiU  more  than  conn- 
terbalanee  any  other  advantages  which  eitbtf 
hank  notes  or  specie  may  possess  over  than,  as 
a  medium  of  circulatiMi. 

But,  sir,  I  prefer,  to  Treasury  notes  in  any 
shape,  the  medium  I  propose — bills  reonvable 
In  payment  of  the  publio  dnes.  A  Treasury 
note  u  a  promise  to  pay,  for  the  redemption  of 
which  specie  must  be  collected  and  reserved. 
A  bfll  ree^vable  in  payment  of  the  pnhBo  does, 
ia  merely  a  promise  to  receive,  and  has  its 
promise  fulfilled  when  received;  the  one  re- 


quires the  alistraetion  of  a  large  amount  of 
specie  from  oircolation — the  outer  not  only 
abstracts  no  specie  from  circulation,  but  will 
actually  be  equivalent  to  an  additional  supply 
of  specie  to  the  amount  of  the  issue.  The  one 
may  bring  the  Government  in  colUsion  with 
the  banks  in  the  delicate  po^cm  In  which 
they  will  be  placed  whra  they  resume  qwcie 
payments — the  other  wUl  nve  the  Gova-oment 
the  means  ooDeoting  its  revenue  without 
intrenching  in  the  least  upon  the  resources 
the  ban^  The  one  is  intended  as  a  temporaiy 
expedient :  it  is  a  debt,  and  the  debt  most  soon 
be  pfdd ;  Uie  other  is  merely  an  instrument  of 
collection,  and  can  be  kept  ont  forever,  and  be 
expanded  or  contracted  as  the  wants  of*  the 
country  for  the  purposes  of  exchange  and 
collection  may  require.  For  these  reasons,  I 
prefer,  to  Treasury  notes,  bills  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues. 

Mr.  Oamb&xlsno  said  he  did  not  hold  him- 
self responsible  for  the  yvrj  extraordinary 
dday  in  the  paessge  <^  the  Ull  to  postpone  the 
fourth  instalment  which  passed  lart  night.  But 
gentlemen  would  not  drive  him  from  the  course 
he  had  taken  in  brin^g  these  bills  before  the 
House.  The  first  object  of  the  Committee  d 
Waya  and  Means  was  to  bring  the  bill  to  post- 
pone tiie  fourth  instalment  before  the  House, 
and  have  it  acted  npon.  Their  next  otiject  was 
to  supply  tlie  deficiency  in  the  Treasury  to  en- 
able it  to  go  on  with  its  disbursements;  and 
with  great  deference  to  the  gentieman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bbll,)  who  had  become  very 
lately  the  advocate  of  the  merdumts,  he  must 
say,  that  he  must  provide  for  the  wants  of  the 
Govemmeat  before  he  did  any  thing  else.  We 
have  been  told  but  yesterday  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  SuobantJ  and  it  was 
repeated  again  to-day,  that  he  ooald  not  obtain, 
for  a  friend  of  his,  the  payment  of  a  draft  for 
$811.  He  would  not  budge  from  tbe  podtion 
he  had  taken,  and  he  felt  very  confident  that 
this  committee  would  not  do  so.  Gentlemm 
understood  this  question  perfectiy.  It  was 
simply  whether  Congress  would  authorize  tho 
issue  of  Treasury  notes  with  or  without  interest 
The  bill  was  printed  in  various  forms,  both  in 
this  House  and  the  Senate;  and  gentlemen 
would  make  up  their  minds  on  the  anttject  as 
well  now  as  a  month  hence. 

Mr.  Bbix  made  a  few  remarb  in  explanatioiv 
contending  that  the  course  Iw  had  suggested 
before  was  the  mmer  course  now  to  be  pursued. 

On  motion  fH^  Mr.  Piomrs,  the  amoidmenti 
to  the  UU  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


ToBDAT,  Oetober  8. 
3£mimippi  EUotion. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Eleotions. 

Mr.  Adams  sud :  Mr.  Speaker,  differing  ea- 
soitially  in  opinion  as  I  do  from  that  of  the 
gentleisan  who  has  Just  taken  his  seat,  (Mr. 
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Lcosiia,)  and  from  the  report  of  the  m^ority 
of  the  Committee  of  Elecuons,  with  regu^  to 
limitation  in  the  writ  of  election,  I  am 
constn^ned  uun,  thongh  very  nnwillincly,  to 
address  the  House  on  this  question.  Not  on 
the  qneetion  whether  a  vaoancy  had  happened 
in  the  representation  of  the  people  of  jlissis- 
■ippi  In  this  House,  becanse  npon  that  point 
yon  have  understood,  from  the  observirfaons 
which  I  submitted  to  the  House  this  morning, 
my  opinions  concur  with  those  oont^ned  in 
tiie  report  of  the  committee.  Bat  the  question 
affecting  the  right  of  the  members  from  Miscds- 
tdppl  to  seats  on  this  floor,  is  not  whether  a 
Tacancy  in  the  representaticm  of  the  State  had 
happened,  hut  what  the  racancy  was,  and  how 
that  vacancy  was  to  be  filled. 

Now  the  vaeanffr  was  of  two  seats  in  this 
House  ct  membws  from  the  State  of  Misrissippi 
for  the  twenty-fifth  Oongrees  of  the  United 
States,  which  twenfy-fllui  Ocmgreas  com- 
menced on  the  4th  of  March  last,  and  is  to  con- 
tinne  till  the  4th  of  March,  1889.  That  is  the 
S6th  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
was  the  vaoanoy  in  the  representation  of  the 
people  of  tiie  State  of  Mississippi ;  and  so  it  is 
understood  by  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  who  have  reported  the  resolution, 
that  Messrs.  Claibobiti  and  Gholboh  have 
been  duly  elected  members  of  the  SSth  Con- 
gress. 

But  have  they  been  so  dected?  The  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  provides  that  "  the 
House  of  Bepreeentativea  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  second  year  by  tbe  peo- 
pie  of  the  several  States."  The  tern  for  which 
they  are  chosen  is  two  yean. 

The  constitution  Anther  provides,  that  the 
times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
ibr  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  be  pre- 
Boribed  in  each  State  by  the  L^islature  there- 
of; but  the  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law, 
make  or  alter  such  r^:nIatious,  except  as  to  the 
places  of  ohoonng  Sfuiators. 

And  the  constitution  further  provides,  that 
when  vacancies  happen  in  the  representation 
from  any  State,  the  Executive  authority  there- 
cHT  shall  issue  writs  of  eteotion  to  fill  such  va- 
cancies. 

The  Legislative  of  the  State  of  msnssippi 
bad,  by  an  act  of  the  Sd  of  March,  1888,  (so 
much  of  which  as  relates  to  the  subject  before 
the  House  is  inserted  in  the  report  of  the  Oom- 
mlttee  of  Elaotions,)  prescribed  that  the  elec- 
tions for  memben  of  Congress,  as  veil  as  of 
the  Qovemor,  members  of  the  Le^slature,  and 
others,  should  be  held  biennially,  and  particu- 
larly that  the  Representatives  to  Congress  from 
that  State  should  be  elected  once  in  every  two 

Sears,  to  be  computed  from  the  first  Monday  in 
lovember,  in  the  year  1888.  Such  is  the 
landing  law  of  the  State,  and  in  enacting  it, 
the  Le^ature  appear  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  it  left  the  State  wholly  without  represoi- 
tation  in  tUs  Hall,  from  the  commencement  of 
every  Oongreas  <Hi  tiie  4Ui  of  Maroh,  till  iate  in 


November  of  every  first  Cangresaooa]  y««r; 
and  the  consequence  ia,  and  must  be,  that 
whenever  Congress  shall  mee^  whellier  hj 
virtue  ttf  a  law  of  &e  U^ted  States,  or  Ij 
special  call  from  the  i^vndmt  ot  the  Unttea 
States,  in  the  interval  between  tbe  ^  of  Manh, 
the  day  when  the  Congress  commences,  and  the 
first  Monday  in  December  thereafter,  the  State 
of  Missisui^  cannot  lawfhlly  be  reprearated  in 
the  Houae  of  Bepreeentativee  of  tho  United 
States. 

The  vacancy  is  created,  not  as  the  writ  of 
eleeti(«  Issued  by  Governor  Lyndh  awa,  hj 
the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service  of  the 
members  of  a  former  Congress,  but  by  the  law 
of  the  State  deferring  the  elections  cf  m^bera 
to  a  Congress  oommendng  on  the  4th  of  March 
till  the  sabaeqaent  November. 

The  vacant^  thus  created  1^  the  law  <tf  the 
State  la  a  vacancy  which  the  Executive  oi  a 
State  cannot  supply.  It  is  not  witUnfhepfor' 
view  of  the  anuiority  ^ven  hfan  to  supply  t»- 
canoies,  fbr  the  fctiowmg  reasons :  Elnt^  be> 
cause  it  is  inconristent  with  the  law  of  the 
Steto  itself^  whioh  preeoribes  that  the  «AeetioB 
shall  be  held  once  in  every  two  years,  in  No- 
vember, and  oonseqnentiy  prohibiting  ite  being 
held  more  than  once  in  that  term.  Secondly, 
because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  {oovisaon  of 
tiie  Constitution  of  tiie  United  States  that  the 
members  of  the  Hoos^  of  Representatives  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  people  every  second  year. 
And,  thirdly,  becanse  it  would  change  the  ten- 
ure of  the  term  of  office,  prescribed  by  tiw  eoi^ 
atitntion  to  be  for  two  yeara^  into  e  tenon  of 
two  sets  of  memben  fhim  the  same  State;  one 
for  a  dn^  sesrion  or  part  of  a  awAm^  aid  Um 
othur  for  the  reminder  of  the  term  ot  two 
years. 

But  if  the  Governor  oi  the  State  cannot  sap- 
ply  the  vacancy  thus  created  by  the  lew  of  the 
Stete,  for  tiie  interval  of  time  between  the  ^ 
of  March  and  the  first  Monday  in  November 
BtUl  less  can  he,  direotiy  in  the  face  of  the  law 
of  the  State,  rapply  a  vacancy  for  a  whole  torn 
of  two  years.  The  gentieman  from  New  York 
thinks  he  could,  and  that  his  writ  of  election, 
insteltd  of  authorizing  it  to  be  held  for  a  obmee 
of  memben  to  sit  until  supersede^  by  membos 
to  be  cboam  at  the  regular  Section  u  Novae- 
ber,  should  have  Greeted  it  to  be  held  Ibr 
members  of  the  twenty-fifth  Oongress.  Um 
re^rt  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  avows  Ae 
opinion  that  the  Governor,  by  introdociiig  into 
hu  writ  of  election  the  restriction  upon  the 
terms  of  service  of  the  members  to  be  choeen, 
transcended  his  powers.  The  report  says  that 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  was  almost  unan- 
imous that  the  writ  was  perfect  in  itself  with- 
out the  restricting  clause ;  that  ito  being  there 
does  not  invalidMe  the  electitm  held  imder  it, 
but  that  it  may  fairly  be  rejected  as  surplna- 
age.  They,  aocordingly,  rc{ject  it  as  surplusage^ 
and  present  to  the  House  a  resolntiott  that 
Messrs.  Olaibobmb  andGnoLsoH  have  been  duly 
elseted  memben  ot  the  tvwtj-Aftb  Ooncrim 
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ICr.  Speaker,  I  h%ve  never  been  a  tenodons 
adherent  to  the  disorganidno^  doctrine  of  State 
rights,  Bnt  coaversant  as  I  have  been  with 
the  ConatiCndon  of  the  United  States  from  its 
f>rigin;  fiimiUar  as  I  have  been  with  all  the 
ctmtroTttnes  which  attended  its  progress  from 
the  ITth  of  Septonber,  1787,  when  it  was  pre- 
sented hj  the  eonvention  at  Philadelphia  to  the 
people  of  the  Union,  till  its  final  adoption  hj 
the  people  of  the  whole  thirteen  primitive 
States  01  the  Confederacy— equally  familiar  with 
all  the  snbseqoent  oontroversiea  and  collisions 
of  power  between  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernments, as  well  as  between  the  several  de- 
partments of  this  GoTemment — sworn  as  I 
have  repeatedly  been  to  support  both  the  Oon- 
stitution  of  the  United  States  and  that  of  my 
native  Oommonweatth  of  Uassacbnsetts,  and 
profoundly  resptmsible  as  I  hold,  and  ever  have 
Jield,  myself  to  a  tribnoal  far  beyond  this  viu- 
ble  dinnial  sphere,  for  the  t^thnil  observance 
ct  those  oaths,  I  have  hivailably  oonddered  the 
govemment  <n  this  oar  common  conntiy  as 
ouinstinff  of  two  distinct,  separate,  independ- 
ent, hot  mterwoven  authorities,  both  limited — 
eacu  sorereigQ  within  its  appropriate  sphere — 
each  lawfblly  powerless  to  encroach  upon  the 
utpropriate  Unctions  of  the  other;  and  of  all 
the  errors  which  half  a  oentnry  of  national  ex- 
istence has  brou^t  forth  to  kindle  the  torch  of 
discord  in  our  country,  the  doctrine  of  nnllifi- 
cation  is,  in  my  judgment,  the  greatest  and  tbe 
most  pernicious.  And  next  to  that  is  the  doc- 
trine of  nullification,  by  the  Executive,  of  the 
acts  of  the  lefpslativepower— I  do  not  mean  by 
the  veto,  before  a  legislative  act  becomes  a  law 
do  not  mean  by  tiie  oonatitational  control 
prva  to  CcHogresB  over  certain  acts  of  State  leg- 
ialati«i— bnt  I  mean  the  annnlment,  by  a  State 
kw,  of  an  act  of  Courera,  or  the  annulment  of 
a  State  law  by  an  Execntive  proclamation,  or 
by  any  d^iartmentof  the  General  Government, 
except  as  authorized  by  the  omstitntion. 

Now,  rir,  it  appeara  to  me  that  both  these 
errors  are  involved  in  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  gentleman  near  me  from  New  York,  (Ur. 
Looms,)  In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
XleotioQs,  and  in  the  resolution  with  which  it 
closes,  that  Messrs.  Claibobnv  and  Qholson 
have  been  duly  elected  members  of  the  36th 
CfHureaa.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
thinks  the  Gov^nor  of  the  State  of  Hisslsrippi 
MprdwBdble  fbr  limiting  In  his  writ  the  dfec- 
Maa  vi  tiie  members  to  a  term  to  be  snperseded 
hy  msmbers  to  be  chosen  at  tiie  general  elec- 
tten  in  November,  prescribed  by  the  law  of  the 
State.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Eleo- 
tioiu  maiadiffn  the  Governor  as  having,  by  in- 
sertli^  the  restriction,  transcended  his  powers. 
They  n^ect  Uie  restriction  as  surplusage  1 

S\r.  it  was  the  standing  law  of  the  State. 
The  law  of  the  State  nirplasagel  The  Ckiv- 
emor  of  the  State,  by  conforming  his  writ  to  the 
law  of  the  State,  transcended  his  powers  I 
Why,  what  would  he  have  done  if  he  had 
omitted  the  restriction  from  bis  writ?  He 


would  have  annulled  the  law  of  the  State  by 
proclamation.  That  would  have  been  a  tran- 
scending of  his  powers  with  a  vengeance  I  Sir, 
there  has  been  atime,  in  thelandof  onr&tbers, 
when  the  pretension  of  power  in  a  kingly 
crowned  head  to  annnl  the  laws  of  the  land  t>y 
proclamationf  oondnt^  tlie  royal  nullifier  to 
the  block.  As  a  democrat,  as  a  republican,  I 
should  hardly  expect  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  be  ready  to  invest  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  State  with  a  dispensing  power  to  annul 
the  laws  of  the  State  by  proclamation.  As  de- 
voted and  ardent  supporters  of  State  rights,  I 
should  hardly  have  expected  from  the  mtgori^ 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections,  a  charge  against 
the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of 
transcending  his  powers  by  strict  conformity  to 
the  law  of  the  State ;  and  still  less  can  I  think 
that  this  House  will  adopt  a  resolution  equiva- 
lent to  the  appmntment  by  this  House  of  mem- 
bers to  reprasent  tbe  people  of  tiie  State  of 
Misiisrippi  from  the  close  of  the  present  session 
to  the  end  of  the  26th  Congress.  For  this,  and 
nothing  less  than  this,  will  be  the  effect  ot 
adopting  the  resolution  reported  by  the  minori- 
ty of  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  credentials  of  these  gen- 
tiemen,  as  stated  by  themselves,  they  were 
elected  to  represent  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  in  this  House,  until  superseded  by 
members  to  be  chosen  at  the  regular  State  elec- 
tion in  November.  Yet  the  resolution  reported 
by  tbe  committee,  declares  that  they  shall  rep> 
resent  the  people  of  that  State  during  the  whole 
of  the  26th  Congress.  The  people  of  tiie  State 
elected  them  to  serve  for  one  session.  The 
resolotiott  of  the  Honse  is  to  constitute  them 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  MIsdssIppi 
from  the  dose  of  this  session  till  the  4th  of 
Msreh,  1689. 

Sir,  it  is  my  very  deliberate  opinion  that  the 
election  of  the  two  members  from  the  State  of 
Mtssisfflppi,  for  a  term,  to  be  snperseded  by  others 
to  be  elected  next  November,  was  nnoonstitu-, 
tional;  that  no  such  election  conld  be  held,  be- 
cause it  is  in  direct  collision  with  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  wbidi 
prescribes  that  the  members  of  this  House  shall 
be  chosen  every  other  year.  But  the  time,  place, 
and  manner  of  holding  the  election,  being  en- 
trusted by  tiie  constitution  to  the  State  l^sla* 
tore,  and  the  LegisUtture  having  provided  only 
for  an  election  to  be  held  once  in  two  years,  and 
that  in  the  month  of  November,  qfUr  the  com- 
mencement of  the  term  (tf  the  Congress  for  which 
they  are  elected,  ttiere  was  no  authority  in  the 
State  competent  to  ordun  an  election  for  a  sin- 
gle session  of  Congress,  or  for  a  term  short  of 
two  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1887.  The 
election  was,  therefore,  null  and  void.  It  was 
not  an  election  for  a  nngle  session,  or  until 
November,  because  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  admits  of  no  such  election.  It 
was  not  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress, 
because  the  law  of  the  State  required  that 
another  eleotim  for  that  purpose  should  beheld 
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in  November,  and  the  writ  of  election  issaed  by 
the  Oovernor,  In  exact  conformity  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  expressly  restricted  the  term  of 
service  to  the  interval  till  the  regular  election  in 
November,  If  he  had  no  power  to  insert  the  re- 
Btriotion  in  the  writ,  he  nad  none  to  issue  the 
writ  itself.  If  the  election  was  to  be  held  for  the 
whole  Ck)Dgres8,  the  law  of  the  State  had  pre- 
scribed that  it  ^ould  be  held  in  Kovember,  and 
it  coold  be  held  at  no  other  time. 

The  error  of  all  this  was  in  the  law  of  the 
State,  fixing  the  time  for  the  election  of  the 
State's  members  in  this  House  nine  months 
after  the  commencement  oi  the  Congress  itself. 
The  power  of  the  Governor  was  not  competent 
tither  to  repeal  this  law  (»■  to  Buppl^  its  defects. 
He  assnmed  authority  to  supply  its  defects; 
and  the  report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Elections, 
while  chaining  him  with  transcending  his 
powers  in  this  assumption,  concedes  to  him  the 
power  which  he  did  not  assume,  of  annulling 
the  law  of  the  State,  assumes  that  he  has  an- 
unlled  it,  and  stretches  the  election,  avowedly 
authorized  by  him  for  a  term  of  three  months, 
into  an  election  for  the  whole  Congress. 

If  the  House  should  adopt  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  we  are 
yet  to  see  how  it  will  be  taken  by  the  people 
of  the  State  of  MiBsismppi.  Their  law  requires 
that  the  election  of  members  to  represent 
them  in  this  House  fbr  tiie  present  Congress, 
Bhonld  be  held  next  Kovembco*.  That  law  this 
Honae  cannot  set  aside.  This  election  must  and 
will  be  held,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
■ame  members  will  be  af^ain  returned.  Althoagh 
I  hold  that  the  election  by  which  they  now 
occupy  their  seats  was  Irregular,  null,  and  void, 
I  have  been  content  that  the^y  should  hold  the 
■eats,  and  wish  they  may  conttaue  to  hold  them 
till  the  close  of  the  session ;  because,  however 
irregular  the  election  may  have  been,  they  were 
actually  cliosen  by  large  minorities  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  there  is  no  comparison  in  point  of 
magnitnde  between  the  mere  inconvenience 
of  an  informal  ejection,  and  the  great  evil  of 
depriving  the  people  of  a  whole  Mate  of  their 
representation  in  this  Honse,  when  they  hare 
ftctaally  signified  their  pleasure  by  whom  they 
choose  to  be  represented.  I  would,  therefore, 
postpone  to  the  last  hour  of  the  session  the 
aedrion  of  the  question ;  but  I  should  then  vote 
for  the  resolution  as  proposed  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee.  The  regular  election 
would  then  be  held  according  to  the  law  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi;  and  as  there  is  no 
reason  for  expecting  that  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi  have,  since  last  August,  trans- 
ferred th^  prd'erences  to  other  persons,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  members  will  be 
ohosen  aedn.  But  it  is  devoutly  to  be  vrished 
that  the  Xe^atnre  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
will,  by  a  smtaUe  modification  of  tiieir  election 
law,  provide  agunst  the  recarrence  of  this  de- 
fect in  their  representation  in  tins  Honse,  which 
must  othwwise  return  whenever  a  session  in- 
tervenes between  the  fourth  of  Uardi,  and  the 
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first  Monday  In  December  of  every  iltematc 
year.  Other  States  are  lif  the  same  atoatioo. 
Eight  or  ten  have  been  obliged  to  hold  thiir 
elections  since  the  special  c^  for  the  present 
session  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  constitntion  no  doubt  authorizes  Congress 
by  law  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  elec- 
tion, as  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  State ;  bat 
there  never  yet  has  arisen  a  necessity  for  exer- 
cising this  power  by  Congress ;  nor  shoiUd  it, 
without  necessity,  be  exercised.  It  is  a  sdB 
more  exceptionable  remedy  for  the  evil  which 
is  now  proposed ;  an  assumption  of  iOe^ 
power  by  the  Governor  of  a  State,  and  the  nulM- 
oation  of  a  State  lav  by  a  resolution  of  thisHonse. 

Kr.  CAXBmuNO  asked  that  Ihen  might  be 
a  call  of  the  House.  This  was  agreed  to^  and 
the  roll  was  c^ed;  when  105  membm  an- 
swered to  their  names. 

Mr.  Whittlbbbt,  of  Ohio,  sdd  &at,  as  there 
was  a  donbt  as  to  v'hether  the  gentlemen  from 
Mississippi  had  been  elected  for  the  present  ses- 
sion only,  or  the  whole  Congress,  he  thongfat 
it  would  be  the  better  plan  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table,  and  tbns  afford  time  for 
them  to  return  and  be  re-elected.  "With  that 
view,  he  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Comnut- 
tee  of  Elections,  with  the  amendment  thereto, 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and,  on  that  qnestion,  be 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Kegadved — yeas  70,  n^a  145. 

Mr.  HAxma  moved  the  previona  question, 
which  was  seconded — yeas  106,  nays  81 ;  lod 
the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Kr.  Bbioos  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  was  the  adoption  of  tlie 
resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, that  Messrs.  Claiborne  and  Gholson  were 
entitied  to  their  seats ;  which  was  ordered,  and 
were; 

Teas. — ^Uessra.  Anderson,  Acdrews,  AUKrtoa, 
Beatty,  Bieme,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Boon,  BinMta, 
Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bniyn,  Buchanan,  Bynnra,  Cib- 
breleng,  John  CampbeU.  T.  J.  Cuter,  Casey,  CbuKj, 
Chapman,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Cdanir, 
Crary,  Cusbman,  Daree,  DeGtaff,  Dromgoi^e,  Dm- 
can,  Edwards,  Elmore,  Farringtoa,  Fairfidd,  Inae 
Iletcher,  Foster,  Fr]b  Gallup,  GUscodc,  William  Gra- 
ham, Gntnt,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Bo- 
rison,  Havkins,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Hott,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  IngbuD,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J.  Jacksn, 
Joseph  Johnson,  K.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Eetnble, 
Kilgore,  Elingensmith,  Lcgsre,  Lcadbctter,  Lewis, 
Lo^m,  Arpbaxed  Loomis,  J.  U,  Mason,  Martin,  Hay, 
R.  Hcaellan,  A.  VcClellan,  HcChne,  McKte,  MDer, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  S.  W,  Honf^  MnUen- 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pmaenler, 
Paynter,  Pennybadter,  Petrikin,  FfaelpH,  Floner, 
Potter,  Pratt,  Plenties,  R(uly,  Khett,  Rkhardaoft, 
Rives,  Sheffer,  Sfaeplor,  Smith,  ftiyder,  ^leoccr, 
Stewait,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Tonra^,  Twiict, 
Tail,  Vanderreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  Wwia,  A.  & 
White,  T.  T.  WhitUesey,  Jared  W.  WOIiama,  WovA- 
ingtoD— 116. 

If  A.TB.— Keava.  Adams,  Alexander,  H.  AHen,  John 
W.  Alien,  Aycrigg,  BeH,  Bond,  Borden,  Brte  W. 
B.  CalhouD,  John  Gslboon,  Wm.  B.  Canvbdl;  Wn. 
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B.  Carter,  OiaadMn,  (Ateatham,  Childa,  Qownejr, 
Corwln,  CraaabHi,  Crockett,  Corils,  Cudung,  Daiv 
lingtDD,  Dawson,  Dariea,  Debeny,  Denoia,  Dann, 
ETana,  Everett,  Eving,  R.  Iletcher,  Fillmore,  Rice 
Oariand,  Qoode,  OraTea,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hal- 
sted,  Harian,  Harpu-,  BasdngH,  Hawes,  Henrj,  R.  H. 
T.  Hunten  Henir  JtdiDMm,  Lawler,  Uncoln,  A.  W. 
Loooda,  loroD,  l[alk»7,  Uarrin,  Samson  Muon, 
Ummy,  Maxwell,  HcKeniian,  Menefee,  Hercer,  Milli- 
nn.  Calvary  Horria,  Nojres,  Og]e,  Patterson,  Fatton, 
Pearce,  Peck,  Fhtllipa,  Pope,  Potta,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bendter,  Bidgway,  Robertson,  Rnmaey,  Ruasell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  ^epperd,  0.  Shepard, 
fihidds,  Kblej,  Slade,  Soatbgato,  Stanly,  Stratton, 
Tailafcrro,  Thompson,  Ullin^iaat,  Toland,  Towns, 
Underwood,  J.  White,  B.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams, 
&  WilUam^  J.  L.  WUUami,  a  H.  WilUami^  Wise, 
Torice— 101. 

So  Uesns.  Ohdson  and  Ol^bome  vera  de- 
dared  to  hare  been  dvHj  elected  memlwra  of 
the  twentj-flflh  Oongreea  fktim  the  State  of 
Ifississipp^  and,  as  anch,  entitled  to  thdr  aeata 
on  this  floor. 


Wbdnsbdat,  October  4. 
Trcatury  Note*. 
The  Honse  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Oonhob  in 
the  chair,)  and  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  "toaathorizetbeissningofTreasnryuotes." 
The  qoestion  was  on  the  Bubstitate  of  Mr. 

KnETT. 

Hr.  BmDLE  ndd,  In  entering  on  his  daties  as 
ft  raemba  of  this  House,  he  had  done  so  with  e 
fixed  determination  to  be  drawn  into  no  merely 
factious  opposition  to  those  who  administered 
the  Government  But  it  was  undeniable,  in 
the  high  state  of  credit  which  this  country  en- 
jojed,  at  home  and  abroad,  that  any  method 
of  pledging  that  credit  in  constitutional  form, 
will  effect  the  desired  object  with  equal  cer- 
tainty and  promptitude.  then,  the  adminis- 
tiBtion  has  resorted  to  a  method  which  is  most 
liable  to  exception ;  which,  in  ita  example,  is 
most  dangerous ;  which  would,  in  all  proDahil- 
ity,  be  the  least  productive  and  the  moat  bur- 
densome :  whidi  would  tend  to  diagaise  from 
the  people  tiiehr  real  o(aiditi<m  and  liabilities, 
tiien  ne  felt  not  merely  at  liberty,  but  bonnd  to 
resist  it,  and  to  turn  tiie  Government  round  to 
a  method  direct,  advantageous,  and  unexcep- 
tionable. 

He  would  make  a  preliminary  remark.  The 
late  Prendent,  Generiil  Jackson,  had  prodalnf- 
ed  to  the  whole  world  that  the  bill  before  us  is 
nnconstitntional,  and,  if  passed,  will  not  bind 
the  faith  of  the  nation.  In  his  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  dated  Hermitage,  2dd  of 
Joly,  1887,  heaajs: 

"I  hope  no  Treasury  notes  will  be  tasned.  The 
Treasury  drafts  up(»  actual  deposits  are  consUtu- 
tional,  and  do  not  partake  of  paper  credits  as  Treas- 
ury  notes,  which  are  aulgect  to  depredation,  by  the 
metdiantii,  and  banks,  and  shavers,  and  broken; 
and  will  be,  if  isBoed ;  and  the  Government  cannot 
vnMi  Vl.   DUbnnt  most  it  be  with  I^essmr  drafts 
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drawn  upon  actual  depoeiu ;  and,  fWnn  the  oondoet 
of  the  bulks  and  the  merohants,  dwy  deserve  no  &von 
from  the  GoTemment,  which  they  have  attempted  to 
diagrace,  and  to  destroy  its  credit  both  at  hooie  and 

abroad." 

Now,  sir,  does  this  bfll  profess  to  authorize 
drafts  on  aotnat  deposits  in  the  Treasury,  or 
notes  to  be  discounted  by  merciuuits,  bulks, 
shavers,  and  brokers  t  The  titie  is  A  MU  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  Treoraiy  notes,**  aiid 
the  President  and  Secretary  are  empowered  to 
make  the  best  bargdn  they  can  with  tiiese 
merchants,  banks,  shavers,  and  brokers,  pro- 
vided not  more  than  six  per  cent,  be  allowed. 
Does  any  one  pretend  to  deny  tiiat  they  encoun- 
ter the  f\ill  denunciation  of  General  Ja(^uon  as 
unconstitutional?  He  holds,  distinotiy,  that 
the  power,  to  borrow  money  doea  not  embrace 
the  issue  of  this  kind  of  paper. 

Mr.  Gh^nnan,  yon  will  readily  beUeve  that 
I  am.not  one  of  tiiose  who  push  to  an  extreme 
my  fidth  in  the  aoonraoy  cS  QeosnX  Jad^on's 
oinniras  on  oonstitntioiud  pdnta.  That  is  not 
the  question.  Is  it  not  undeniable  that  such 
opinions  are  held  by  many,  and  will  exercise  a 
wide  influence  ?  The  cbunnan  of  the  Oom< 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  tells  us  tiiat  these 
notes  are  to  find  their  resting-place  in  London ; 
in  other  words,  this  is  a  new  form  of  loan  to 
the  United  States  from  the  detested  Barings, 
They  ought,  then,  to  have  a  clear  and  in^spu- 
table  credit  among  those  who  have  been  so^ired 
and  alarmed  at  bein^  so  long  held  up  as  per- 
sons whom  it  is  meritorious  to  cheat,  because 
they  hswen  to  live  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. Let  it  be  rememltered,  too^  that,  in 
discnsring  the  probalnlitieB  cS  the  Supreme 
Court  dedaring  a  certain  charter  nnoonstitn- 
tional,  great  reliance  was  placed  on  the  &ct 
that  a  large  m^ority  of  the  present  judges  had 
been  appdnted  by  General  Jackson.  If  those 
judges  uionld  adffl>t  his  opinions  in  the  present 
cose,  what  a  fraud  is  to  oe  practised  on  tiie 
purchasers  of  this  |)eper  I  These  are  matters 
which  cannot  remain  unknown  In  that  great 
mart  of  the  world,  where  rival  stocks  are  per- 
petually stru^^nff  for  precedence.  Nay,  sir, 
IS  it  not  possible  that  the  agent  for  the  Smith'- 
sonian  bequest,  in  one  of  ^ose  fluctuations  of 
mood  to  which  he  seems  subject,  m^  repub- 
lish, with  a  prefhoe,  the  letter  of  General  Jack- 
son to  Ur.  Bl^r,  as  he  did  a  oertidn  other  letter, 
with  a  ^ew  to  shake  pablie  confidence  in  an 
American  stookt 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  other  oUections  to 

this  bill. 

No  one  can  shnt  his  eyes  to  tiie  fitct,  that 
this  is  the  commencement  of  a  new  national 
debt  But  it  wears  a  mask  to  conceal  its  hid- 
eous countenance.  With  what  rapturous  joy 
did  the  people  hail  their  escape  from  the  for- 
mer load  t  Abundant  gratitude  was  claimed, 
on  that  occasion,  for  General  Jaolcson ;  thon^^ 
it  was  the  result  of  measures  matured  long  be- 
fore, and  retarded,  rather  than  advanced,  by 
the  increased  e]q>eaditures  of  hia  admli^Btm- 
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tion.  There  is  plainly  now  a  trembling  timid- 
ity— a  morbid  fear — after  so  mnch  false  boast- 
ing, to  lay  bare  the  fact  tJbat  the  first  step  of 
the  present  admioistratioa  is  to  create  anatioD- 
al  debt  Is  it  right,  sir,  tliat  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  shoold  co-operate  in  an 
effort  to  mislead  the  people  t  How  many  of 
our  ooDBtitaentB  are  aware  of  tba  trae  charac- 
ter and  opetation  <tf  tbU  blUt  Is  it  not  proper 
that  they  should  be  instantly  aroused,  so  thai, 
at  the  polls,  they  may  begin,  at  once  to  exercise 
their  ngbt  of  claimii^  firom  candidates  a  pledge 
of  rigid  economy  ?  How  is  this  debt  to  be  paid 
off!  Does  anybody  snppose  that  the  present 
emission  of  paper  will  render  more  arailable 
the  notes  of  broken  banks  which  constitnte  onr 
present  resoiircesl  On  the  contrary,  it  wUl 
only  canse  their  still  farther  depreciation.  Yon 
will  not  be  able  to  force  them  even  upon  the 
revolutionary  pensioners  and  the  laborers  in 
yonr  service.  They  will  prove  a  total  loss  to 
the  boldera,  as  was  the  case  when  the  paper 
tickets  of  iiresponsible  in^vidnals  were  super- 
seded by  the  paper  tickets  <3i  corporations. 
Sir,  this  thing  must  end  in  direct  taxes.  The 
neceanty  may  1>e  shoffled  off  by  new  emismons, 
bnt  will  come  at  last  with  all  its  accmnnlation. 
Diwnise  the  matter  as  yon  may,  these  ten  millions 
will  have  eventually  to  be  pud  out  of  the  soil 
tlnleas  the  people  are  aroused,  and  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  bands,  tlie  time  will 
speedily  come  when  every  farmer,  in  preparing 
for  his  crop,  must  ran  one  furrow  for  himself 
and  the  next  for  the  tax-gatherer.  Viewing 
the  matter  even  on  party  groands,  how  is  it 
that  an  administration,  pledged  to  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  General  Jackson,  b^pns  its  career 
by  creating  a  debt  of  ten  millions,  in  a  mode 
which  General  Jackson  has  denomiced  as  dan- 
gerons  and  nnconstitntional  I 

ICr.  Oh^rman.  It  has  ever  been  a  subject  of 
regret  and  astonishmwt  that  our  mode  of  rids- 
ing  mmey  Ib  one  that  invites  prodi^ity  and 
extravagance,  and  tends,  most  speedily,  to  ex- 
haust our  ciwit.  Oar  wisest  statesmen  have 
warned  us,  over  and  over  agun,  of  the  £atal 
impolicy  of  ever  Incurring  a  debt,  without,  at 
the  same  time^providing  a  specific  fond  for  its 
redemption.  Even  donng  tLe  late  war,  when 
^ere  was  a  disposition  to  put  every  thing  at 
ri^,  in  suatuning  the  country,  without  looking 
to  consequences,  you  will  find  that  tiie  voice 
of  sagacious  men  was  raised  in  protest  against 
this  improvidence.  Thus,  in  the  debate  of  the 
9th  of  April  181^  on  the  sntjeot  of  Treasury 
notes,  a  patriotic  membw  of  the  House  of  I^p- 
reswtatives,  Mr.McKim,  nsed  this  language : 

"Vr.  IfcEIm  s^d  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny 
to  the  genUeman  the  courtesy  of  having  bis  resolu- 
tiw  rMerred,  were  It  not  for  one  conakieration.  If 
the  genUcman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  proporitioa 
for  BwAx  farther  tax  is  riioold  be  neceeary  to  redeem 
the  nota  when  they  became  due,  be  should  coocur 
In  his  motion.  But  be  asked  of  the  House  to  take 
a  deUberate  view  of  this  sutyect  before  they  referred 
the  raagbition.  If  there  was  sny  one  point  oo  irfaicb 
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Grovcmment  should  be  csntioua,  it  should  be  ita 
credit ;  and  a  regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  Justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes 
without  providing  for  their  redemption." 

Nay,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  him- 
self, in  his  recent  report  adnuts  the  importanea 
of  such  a  provision : 

"  In  connection  with  the  iasae  of  any  Treasoy 
notes,  it  is  believed  to  be  wise  to  make  ample  pron- 
oon  for  their  eariy  and  final  redemption." 

"Why  has  this  been  neglected!  Why  is  it 
that  Oongresa  shall  grant  money  with  reckless 
precipitation,  omitting  the  precautions  against 
abuse  which  even  an  executive  officer  has 
pointed  out  ? 

Mr.  6.  sud  he  could  not  forbear  to  press 
upon  the  House  the  warning  of  the  first  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  as  to  tiie  emisaum  of 
paper  money  by  this  Goveniment: 

"The  enidtting  <tf  papwmooey  andicm^ 
of  the  GovenuDent  Is  wisely  prohibited  to  the  iivu- 
vidual  States  by  tbe  naUonal  constitution,  and  the 
spirit  of  that  prohibition  ought  not  to  be  disregarded 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Tbtnuli 
paper  emismons,  under  a  general  authority,  mi^ 
have  some  advantages  not  applicaUe,  and  be  free 
from  some  dsadvantwes  which  are  applicaUe,  to  be 
like  emission  by  the  States  separatelj',  yet  they  ait 
of  a  nature  80  UaUe  to  abuse,  and,  H  may  errsB  be 
affirmed,  so  eertam  of  being  abused,  that  the  visdoBi 
of  Government  will  be  shown  in  nevw  tnstii:^  itadf 
with  the  use  of  so  seducing  and  dangerous  an  expe- 
dient" "  The  stamfung  of  paper  is  an  operation  ao 
much  eauer  than  the  laying  of  taxes,  tiiat  a  Goveni- 
ment in  the  practice  of  paper  enuasitHis  would  rtreij 
foil,  in  any  auch  emeigoicy,  to  indulge  itself  too  fiv 
in  the  employment  of  that  resource,  to  avoid  as  mwk 
as  posable  one  less  auspicious  to  present  popuburity." 

Here,  ur,  you  find  plainly  disclosed  to  us  the 
real  motive  for  a  resort  to  Government  yafa. 
It  is  "less  auspicious  to  pr^ent  popularity  to 
adopt  a  course  which  would  compel  the  perns 
to  pause  and  to  reflect  upon  the  folly  and  na* 
posture  that  have  broii{^  ns  to  onr  present 
condition." 

Are  we,  sir,  prepared  to  run  over  a 
career  of  improvidence,  without  the  shadow  of 
a  pretext,  and  ag^nst  all  the  leesms  of  wisdom 
and  experience  f  Sir,  &6  present  times  afford 
littie  scope  for  ambitiou,  or  reward  for  the  tmls 
of  office.  Bat  this  administration  has  put  aside, 
from  narrow,  temporary,  and  selfish  conaders- 
tions,  an  opportunity  of  earning  the  lasting  grati- 
tude (Hf  posterity,  and  achieving  a  great  am  tri- 
um^  by  placing  this  matter  on  ita  true  bansL 

What  I  repeat,  is  now  the  Amd  mwnly  lott- 
ed to,  for  the  redemption  of  those  Treasury 
notes  ?  Why,  the  claims  which  we  hold  on, 
broken  banks,  and  the  vague  hope  that  tho* 
will  grow  better  during  the  next  year,  in  whidi 
we  are  going  to  wage  a  war  of  extermination 
against  those  institutions.  Ko,  sir  t  There  is 
not  the  least  hope  or  expectation  of  aid  from 
that  quarter.  It  is  perfectiy  well  known  that 
the  only  lA^m  to  credit  which  these  notes 
possess,  is  the  fact,  that  they  constitate  a  Um 
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OD  every  tnoh  of  real  estate  in  the  ooontry,  mi 
most  be  discharged  out  of  tiie  hard  labor  of  the 
conn  try.  But  uie  admiaistratioo  dares  not  ac- 
knowledge this  to  the  people.  It  does  not  feel 
gfroDg  enongh  to  do  bo.  Oonceolment  isne- 
oeasary.  For  this  very  reason,  sir,  I  resist  the 
project.  I  saj  to  the  t  Iministration,  ooine  ont 
ainj  and  openly,  so  that  the  people  may  see 
what  is  before  them ;  do  this,  and  I  will  cheer- 
fdly  co-operate  with  yon. 

]{r.  Ohairman,  there  is  a  paragraph  in  the 
Fr^dent's  Message,  to  which  I  conld  not  Ustea 
wittioat  pida  at  the  light  In  whidt  it  most  place 
the  (%ier  Magistrate  of  the  country  before  all 
those  who  have  watched  the  oonrae  of  events. 
I  idltide  to  tiie  passage  in  which  he  adverts  to 
a  prophecy  that,  nnder  a  State  charter,  the 
Peonsylrania  Bank  of  the  United  States  would 
prove  stronger  than  ever.  Sir,  I  think  that 
snch  anticifuitions  were  Justifiable.  It  might 
well  be  supposed  that,  on  escaping  from  the 
coDstitntionai  scruples  which  ologgeil  her  for- 
mer existeace,  and  from  the  party  contests 
Thich  perpetually  sought  to  involve  her  in 
thdr  vortex.,  there  would  be  no  longer  a  motive 
for  persecution.  It  waSj  doabtless,  believed 
that  many  »veo  of  the  pphticiana  who  had  Join- 
ed m  a  cry  against  tiie  bank,  in  rader  to  Keep 
•breast  of  »  supposed  poptdar  cnrrent,  woald 
gUdly  atone  to  their  own  consciences  by,  at 
letat,  an  amnesty.  Was  it  not  rational  to  pre- 
same  that  the  States  would  cordially  welcome 
the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  its  career 
vt  qnietnsenilness?  And,  when  the  State  of 
Fenns^lvanta  bad  thrown  round  it  her  ssgis, 
was  it  to  he  apprehended  that  those,  at  least, 
Tbo  had  been  so  long  indulging  in  sentimental 
regrets  over  "  the  lost  rights  of  the  States," 
woold  be  the  first  to  trample  upon  such  aa  are 
luiquestionable  ?  And  yet,  sir,  how  was  itt 
Tea  well  know  the  sobsequeot  history.  The 
to^  waa  too  preoiona  for  demagognea  to  be 
abandoned.  Party  Area  had  begun  to  wane  and 
laiq[Qidi  ^  want  of  the  aoonstomed  blairt  and 
aHment  The  war  assumed  a  character  of  nn- 
preoedeoted  fierceness.  Before  the  wax  of  the 
charter  was  cold,  yon  saw  the  great  State  of 
Ohio,  under  the  influence  of  party  exdtement, 
pamig  a  law  to  inflict  the  heaviest  penalties 
DpOQ  any  one  of  her  citizens  or  corporations 
who  should  dare  to  act  as  the  agent  of  that 
bmk.  We  of  Httsburg  well  know  that  the 
remit  of  this  single  blow  was  to  paralyze,  in  a 
peat  measure,  the  western  bnuness  of  the 
bank.  There  vran  denied  even  a  right  of  way, 
and  it  becune  almost  perilous  to  open  in  Ohio 
a  letter  connected  with  her  afi^rs.  You  saw, 
ilsD^  un^  the  same  Impulses,  the  bnmeh  ex< 
pcSed,  <m  a  few  dqra*  notioet  from  Hissonri. 
And  In  other  qnartm  so  ftr  from  being  per- 
■dtted  to  talra  the  pontion  ct  a  regulator,  she 
has  been  compelled  to  pass  an  obscure  and  un- 
easy existence,  constancy  assi^ed  by  party 
damor,  and  with  the  Government  and  its  min- 
ioos  ready  and  eager,  at  anj  mraHnt.  to  second 
abfanratherintensfes. 


And  who,  sir,  took  the  lead  in  that  cnuade  t 
The  writer  of  this  very  Uesea^  Yon  saw 
him,  with  astonishment,  arraigomg  the  sover- 
eign State  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  high  misde- 
meanor, before  a  Cincinnati  dinner-table.  Yon 
saw  him  addressing  to  ttiat  dinner-party  an  in- 
flammatory letter,  nrging  them,  amidst  their 
orgies,  to  lift  high  the  wiue-cup  in  pledge  of 
etem^  hostility  to  our  Pennsylvania  inistitn- 
tion.  Ai^  yet,  dr,  he  who  has  succearfhUy 
onployed  the  influence  of  bis  high  station  as 
Vioe  Present  in  efforts  to  oriptue  that  Insti- 
tution—to baffle  all  her  exertions  to  be  diffki- 
sively  usefol — now  sneers  in  this  Ugh  state 
paper  at  the  sanguine  hopes  with  wbiob  she 
entered  on  her  new  career  I 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  coraphdnt  hera  that, 
amidst  the  falling  to  pieces  of  the  system  of  over- 
banking,  to  which  your  jmlioj  gave  unrestricted 
scope,  the  Pennsylvania  institution  did  not  con- 
tinue to  pay  specie.  From  whom  is  this  heard  f 
From  those  who  had  destroyed  her  national  char- 
acter, and  with  it  all  accountability  to  the  na- 
tion ;  from  those  who  had  broken  down  the  only 
barrier  ag^nst  over-issues  of  paper,  which  then, 
"  like  to  an  entered  tide,"  had  nuhed  by  and 
flooded  the  country ;  from  those  who  had  com- 
pelled her  to  wind  up,  and  to  dispose  of  her  re- 
sources at  a  long  credit ;  from  those  who,  in 
18S8,  declared  that  she  was  "  a  reptile  beneath 
the  feet  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  and 
that  she  had  been  "  brought  to  her  knees  at  the 
first  blow  of  the  State  banks  I  "  Surely,  it  is 
of  the  essence  of  modesty  and  consistency  that 
suc^  compWits  should  proceed  from  such  a 
quarter.  Bat,  forsooth,  she  might,  as  she  as- 
serts, have  continued  specie  payments.  Be  it 
so.  The  tact  cannot  well  be  questioned  by 
those  who  ring  in  our  ears  her  tremendous 
power  and  resources.  But  wonld  such  a  course, 
if  practicable,  have  relieved  tiie  country  ?  £t> 
ery  oudidman  must  admit  that  exactly  the  re* 
verse  wonld  have  been  the  case.  If  she  con- 
tinued to  -paj  oat  9gw&6y  she  must  resort  to 
measures  to  compel  a  similar  course  on  the 
part  of  others.  And  who  do«  not  see  the  wide- 
spread ruin  that  most  have  ensued !  Look  at 
the  bill  upon  your  table  for  the  adjustment  of 
cUdms  upon  the  deposit  banks.  Before  a  resort 
to  suit,  you  provide  for  the  offer  to  receive 
payment  in  protracted  instalments.  This  is  al- 
ready pronounced,  by  gentlemen  from  the  quar- 
ters in  which  they  are  located,  to  be  opprearive 
and  ruinous.  Yet  you  reproach  the  Pennsyl- 
vania bank  for  not  having  taken  the  poution 
which  wonld  have  compelled  a  far  sharper  and 
more  peremptory  action  on  her  part  It  seems 
to  be  the  misfortune  of  gentiraien,  otherwise 
amiable  and  just,  to  catch  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vfdls  here,  and  to  suppose  that  a  capacity  for 
mischief  necessarily  implies  the  exercise  of  it. 
K<v  airl  If  the  whole  force  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  could  not  sustain  a  league  of  banks,  the 
Fennq'lTanla  institutiim  might  well  dedme  to 
become  an  instroment  for  grati^ing  the  blind 
and  ugorenuUe  rage  with  which  the  Exsoh 
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tiTe  was  disposed  to  tarn  upon  those  who  had 
bem  so  loQ|t  tho  objects  of  eulogy  and  Uvorit- 
ism.  She  did  viseVt  I  think,  not  to  exhaust 
herself  in  an  effort  to  destroy  them,  bat  to  re- 
serve whatever  strength  she  pMeesaed  to  co- 
operate  with  them  in  an  effort  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  evils  into  which  misgovem- 
ment  had  plonged  it. 

Sir,  after  destroying  the  best  currency  with 
which  any  country  was  ever  blest,  the  friends 
of  tiie  administration  tell  ns  that  they  have 
constitattonal  scruples  about  meddling  further 
with  the  subject ;  it  is  no  concern  of  theirs ; 
they  doubt  their  right  to  cure  the  niisohief  they 
have  inflicted.  Snppoae,  one  of  yonr  navtu 
txnnmanders  Aonld  utrist  oo  taking  nnder  oon- 
■voy  a  fleet  of  American  mernhantmen.  He  de- 
clares that  he  has  the  only  accurate  charts; 
that  he  is  familiar  with  every  dioal  of  the 
channel,  and  every  indentation  of  the  coast. 
Bat,  in  the  midst  of  difficulty  and  danger — 
with  breakers  around,  and  signals  of  distress 
everywhere  flying,  he  is  seen  refusing  the  ud 
of  a  single  boat  or  anchor,  and  abandoning  to 
^eir  fate  the  victims  of  his  ignorance  and  pre- 
Bomption.  Woold  it  be  sufficient  for  such  an 
officer  to  say,  as  has  been  argned  here,  "  mine 
was  a  national  ship  intended  to  meet  the  public 
enemy ;  had  I  rendered  assistance  on  that  oc- 
casion, the  next  request  would  be  to  throw 
overboard  my  guns  for  the  more  convenient 
transportatdon  m  merchandise?"  If  saehar- 
gumentB  would  be  met  by  nniversal  scorn  and 
execration,  must  not  the  country  regard  with 
inmilar  feelings  the  course  of  the  dominant 
party? 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  it  is  contended  that 
the  nation  will  cheerfblly  sacrifice  itself  for  a 
metaphor.  The  word  ditoree  is  to  reconcile  ns 
to  every  evil.  This  seemed  to  him  a  singular 
notion,  with  regard  to  a  people  supposed  to 
cherish,  in  an  especial  manner,  all  the  endear- 
ing ties  and  sympathies  of  domestic  life.  The 
word  has  been  supposed  to  bring  np  the  most 
melancholy  images ;  it  qieaks  of  violated  faith 
— of  ungovernable  pasfdous— of  a  desolated  fire- 
side. Tin  most  remarkable  case  on  record  is 
that  <tf  Henry  VIII. ;  on  which  rests  the  yet 
nnmidgated  exeoration  of  mankind.  There, 
too,  the  tdk  was  of  State  policy ;  and  even  re- 
ligion waapressed  into  service  as  the  handmaid 
of  lust.  The  purest  statesman  of  the  age  was 
led  to  the  block  for  his  opinions  about  the  di- 
vorce. Sir,  what  lias  been  the  past  career,  and 
what  is  the  present  state,  of  the  party  in  this 
matter  ?  Ton  have  long  since  madly  broken 
away  from  a  legal  connection,  sanctmed  by  a 
h^py  and  serene  cohabitation  of  forty  years. 
In  your  downward  course  from  respectability, 
yoD  next  took  to  yotir  pets,  to  the  lufinito  ^lame 
and  mortiflcation  of  all  decent  persons  who 
looked  on.  And  now  yon  are  wearied  of 
them,  and  wish  to  go  npon  the  town  at  largel 
This  craving  for  novel^ — this  change  (tf  doxies 
—yon  dicntfy  with  uie  name  of  a  Amree, 
which  sbul  oraude  ns  in  the  midst  of  oar  oft- 


lamities.  The  man  whom  von  have  deprived 
of  the  chance  of  eanung  a  dinner  tut  bis  wift^ 
is  to  ^  home  and  comfort  her  with  talk  about 

the  divorce  I 

Mr.  BoBBRTSQK  Said  be  was  (q>posed  to  the 
bin,  whether  designed  to  raise  revenne  or  to 
create  a  circulating  medium.  As  a  revenue 
measure  he  believed  it  unnecessary,  and,  nndcr 
that  impres^on,  he  was  unwilling,  at  this  timf 
of  general  pressure,  to  incur  a  new  debt  or  levy 
upon  the  people  additimal  burdens.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  anticipates  a  deficit  oT 
five  or  six  millions  of  dollars  only.  Be  pro- 
poses to  withhold  the  fourth  instalment  set 
apart  for  the  Statee,  or  to  resort  to  some  other 
resource  for  a  sum  equal  to  ten  millloos  of  dol- 
lars ;  which  he  givM  us  to  understand  will  meet 
all  necessary  expenses,  and  leave  a  surplus  of 
one  millioa  for  the  mint,  and  three  or  four  mil- 
lions for  sudden  and  conUngent  calls.  Th« 
same  view  is  presented  still  more  distinctly  bj 
tlie  President  m  his  Message.   Be  teUs  ns: 

"  The  sum  necessary  for  the  aervioe  cf  the  yesr, 
beyond  the  probsble  receipts  and  the  amooot  it  ns 
intended  sboald  be  left  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
mencetnent  of  the  year,  will  be  about  six  millioni.* 

He  makes  this  estimate  on  the  aappositiw 
that  indulgence  wtll  be  extended  on  the  ntr- 
chants*  bonds.  Adverting  to  the  mens  tt 
supply,  he  says : 

"It  Is  not  proposed  to  procure  the  aroonnt re- 
quired by  loans  or  increased  taxation,  ^cre  are 
now  in  tbe  Treasnry,  |9,SftT,2U,  directed  by  die  act 
of  SSd  June,  1S36,  to  be  depocdted  with  the  Sbtti 
in  October  next" 

He  then  recommends  the  use  of  this  sum,  m 
the  whole  or  the  greater  part  will  be  wanted 
to  defray  existine  ^propriations.  Well,  eir, 
we  have  granted  the  sum  required,  in  the  voy 
mode  recommended  by  the  Executive,  by  vio- 
lating our  engagement  solemnly  made  with  ^ 
Stat^ ;  and  now,  before  we  have  determined 
whether  any  or  what  indulgence  shall  be  ex- 
tended to  the  merchants  or  the  banks,  we  an 
called  upcm  to  authorize  an  issue  of  ton  milUooi 
in  Treasury  notes,  making  (exdunve  of  the 
sum  withheld  from  the  States)  about  for^-eix 
millions  for  the  current  year.  It  is  true  tbe 
Preddent  proposes  this  issue,  not  in  additiea 
to  the  funds  withheld  from  t^e  States,  bat 
tomporarily,  and  only  unUl  the  amount  can  be 
collected  fVora  tbe  banks.  But  there  is  no 
pretence  that  the  banks  are  insolvent  \  nor  Is 
there  any  proof  that  the  whole  or  some  part 
at  least  of  what  they  owe  may  not  speedily  be 
collected  or  made  available.  We  weJl  know 
that  hitherto  drafts  upon  them,  whether  paid 
or  not,  have  served  the  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  indeed  that,  even  when  protested 
these  druts  have  readily  sold  in  the  marttet  at 
a  prenuum  <rf  rix  or  seveD  per  cent.  If  six 
millions  only  of  the  sum  wrested  from  the 
States  con  be  conuianded,  they  will  suffioe^  as 
the  Frerident  hims^  infwrms  us,  for  the  mx- 
vice  of  the  present  year.        we  are  to  lane 
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ten  millions  in  Treasury  notes,  redeemable  at 
the  expiration  of  twelve  months ;  six  mtllioiu 
to  supply  what,  there  is  everjr  reason  to  believe, 
we  may  obtain  from  the  banks  indebted  to  us, 
or  make  available  by  drafts  npon  them ;  and 
tiie  reridne,  avowedly,  to  provide  or  keep  np  a 
sorplas  for  the  mint,  and  for  naforeeeen  con- 
tingencies. I  question  much,  sir,  the  propriety 
ct  tbiB  anonal  appropriation  for  the  mint. 
There  is  reason  to  fSsar  that  we  are  making 
money  there  at  a  heavy  expense,  and,  if  so,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  a  losing  concern  the  bet- 
ter. As  for  the  surplna  for  sndden  emei^n- 
des,  the  very  contingency  has  occurred  for 
using  whatever  portion  of  it  may  renuun ;  and 
I  would  sooner  expend  every  dollar  of  it  than 
issue  a  Treasury  note,  or  impose  a  burden  of 
any  kind  npon  the  country.  Thb  is  not  the 
time  to  create  or  retain  an  idle  surplus  of  three 
or  four  millions  in  the  Treasury. 

Bat  Ainds,  it  is  said,  are  wanting  to  carry  on 
what  is  called  the  Florida  war.  If  that  be  so, 
profomtdly  ignorant  as  we  are  still  kept  of  the 
true  cause  of  th^  war,  discreditable  as  its  con- 
duct has  b«en  to  the  administration,  I  am  rrady 
to  vote  adequate  supplies  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  onr  frontier  settlements.  But  has 
the  Executive  called  for  a  further  appropriation 
for  that  object  f  If  there  be  in  the  Message  the 
most  distant  allusion  to  such  an  ^proprwtion, 
it  has  escaped  my  notice.  The  President  sums 
np  in  a  single  paragraph  the  objects  to  which 
he  invites  onr  immediate  attention : 

"  To  regulate,  hj  law,  the  safe-keeping,  transfer, 
■nd  disborwraeot  of  the  public  moneys ;  to  derignata 
the  funds  to  be  received  and  f$ld  by  the  Govern- 
ment; to  enable  tiie  Treasury  to  meet  promptly 
every  demand  upon  ft ;  to  prmcribe  tlie  terms  of 
indalgeDce  and  the  mode  of  settlement  to  be  ad(^rted 
•swell  in  collecting  from  individuals  the  revenue 
that  has  accrued,  as  in  wlthdrawioff  it  from  former 
depoeitoriea ;  and  to  devise  and  adopt  such  further 
masiues,  within  the  consUtutional  competency  of 
GoogreiB,  as  will  be  best  calenUted  to  revive  the 
Mtopiise  and  to  promote  the  proq>erity  of  the 
country." 

These  are  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  pres- 
ent inconvenient  and  unseasonable  convocation 
(^Gcngress.  Yet  my  colleagne  (Mr.  Wuxj  may 
have  been  right  In  suggesting  that  the  true 
motive  is  to  be  found  in  the  neoessity  of  pro- 
viding fiirtber  iueans  to  carry  on  the  war  in 
ITorida.  For,  of  tlie  various  objects  8ui>po8ed 
to  require  immediate  legislation,  there  is  not 
one  which  the  Executive,  in  the  plenitude  of 
its  authority,  has  not  already  provided  for,  or 
which  mi^ht  not  have  been  deferred  without 
much  detriment  to  the  pnbllo  interests,  till  the 
regular  period  of  onr  annual  sesnon. 


ToDBSDAT,  October  6. 

Ifationdl  Sanh, 

The  House  passed  to  the  unfinished  bnsinefls 
itf  yesterday,  which  was  the  c<nii(^niti(n  oS 


the  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  MeanSj  declariiw  it  to  be  inexpedient 
to  charter  a  national  bank ;  and  the  question 
being  on  Mr.  Sbbobabt's  moUon  to  refer  tlie 
resolution  to  the  Coimuittee  of  the  'Vfhaio  on 
the  state  of  the  Uniw, 

Mr.  CuBHMAN  said  that,  believing  every  gen- 
tleman to  have  made  up  his  mind  on  the  ques- 
tion in  relation  to  tiie  expediency  of  chartering 
a  national  bank,  and  that  the  state  of  the  pu> 
lio  business  would  not  pennit  of  its  fiutlier 
discussion,  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
88,  noes  80. 

The  main  question  was  then  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

Retolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  charter  a  na- 
tional  bank. 

Mr.  Wise  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question,  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 
Teas. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Bieme,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Bouldin,  Brod- 
head,  Bniyn,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  T.  J. 
Carter,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cilley,  Claiborne,  Claik, 
ClcTeUnd,  (Downey,  Coles,  Crainor,  Cntig,  Crary, 
Cuflhman,  Dawson,  Davee,  Dnungoole,  Dnncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletdier,  fry,  GaDnp, 
Oholson,  Glascock,  Orantland,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley; 
Hammond,  Earner,  Harrison,  HawkinB,  Haynes, 
Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Habley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Inghun,  T.  B.  Jackson,  J. 
Jackson,  Joseph  JtAinson,  M.  Jones,  J.  W.  iouea, 
Eilgore,  Klingmsmith,  Legire,  L«idbetter,  Lewis, 
IjO^ui,  Arphaxed  Loomis,  Lyon,  Uallory,  J.  IL 
Mason,  Martin,  McKay,  A.  McGellBn,  McClure,  Mo* 
Kim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moi^n,  M.  Morris, 
a  W.  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Noble,  Og\e,  Owens, 
Palmer,  Fannenter,  Patton,  Paynter,  Pennybacker, 
Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
Frentias,  Reily,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Sbeflbr, 
Shields,  Shq>lor,  Smith,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Stewud, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Thompson,  ntaa,  Touc^, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vandenreer,  Wagener,  Webster,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Jai«d  W.  Wiliiama,  Worthrngtoo, 
Yell— 128. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  John  W. 
Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  William 
B,  Calhoun,  J.  Calhoon.  William  B.  Campbdl, 
Chanditts,  Cheatham,  CbUds,  Corwin,  Cnnston, 
Crockett,  Curtis,  Cubing,  Partington,  Davies,  De- 
berry,  Dennis,  Dimn,  Everett,  Ewine,  Richard 
Flet^er,  Illlmore,  Rice  Garland,  Goode,  James  Gra- 
ham, WlUiam  Graham,  Graves,  Orennell,  Hall,  Hal- 
Bted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Jenifo-, 
Henry  Johnson,  WilUam  Coat  Johnson,  Lawler,  IJn- 
ooln,  Andrew  W.  Loomis,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  Hay,  Mazvell,  M<^ennan,  Menefee,  Mercer, 
MiUigan,  Calvary  Morris,  Naj^,  Patterson,  Featoe, 
PedE,  Pfaillips,  Pope,  Potts,  Rariden,  Randdph, 
Reed,  Rencber,  lUdgway,  Rnmsey,  Rnssell,  Sergeant, 
Augnsthie  H.  Shepperd,  Charles  Shepatd,  Sbley, 
Slade,  Soutl^ptte,  Stanly,  Stratton,  TilUn^iast,  To- 
Und,  Undenrood,  A.  B.  WUte,  John  WUte,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Lewis  WUliama,  Sberrod  \milanu,  Joseph 
L,  Williams,  Ouistopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Yoike 
—91. 

So  the  Honie  nadved  that  it  is  ine^edieui 
to  charter  a  national  bank. 
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The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
Impodns  ad^tioaal  daties  in  certain  cases  on 
public  omoerp,"  was  tak«i  up  on  its  reteenoe. 

ISx.  OAHBULXNa  remarked  that,  as  this  bill 
corresponded  in  almost  all  its  prorinons  with 
the  House  bill  under  the  same  title,  reiiorted 
bf  the  Oomntitt«e  of  Wa;s  and  Heans,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  he  had  been  instructed  bj 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move 
that  this  bill  be  at  once  committed  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  as  the  other. 

The  motaon  was  assented  to. 

Tnaxury  SoU  BtO. 
The  House  prooeeded  to  the  conMdoation 
of  the  "  bill  to  antbinize  the  issiUiv  of  Treasury 
notes." 

The  bin  bad  been  amended  entireljr  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  a  substitute  submitted 
bj  Mr.  Cahbbblbno  adopted. 

Mr.  Flbtobbb,  of  Massadmsetta,  said :  The 
bill  before  us  is  indirect  and  decepUve ;  calcu- 
lated to  conceal  the  real  nature  and  object  of 
^e  measure  which  is  proposed.  It  is  entitled 
a  bill  to  au^orize  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes. 
Why  not  call  It  a  bill  to  authorize  the  employ- 
ment of  addiUonal  clerkst  Or,  a  bill  to  punish 
forgery  in  certain  cases?  Both  of  which  are 
Just  as  much  provided  for  in  the  bill  as  is  tlie 
issue  of  Treasury  notes ;  and  either  of  which 
would  Just  as  well  express  the  real  object  of 
the  bill  as  the  title  which  it  bears. 

The  bill  bears  a  fiilse  title ;  it  carries  upon 
its  front  a  hSm  name ;  it  imports  what  it  is 
not ;  or  rather  it  does  not  import  what  in  fact 
it  is ;  it  is  deceptive.  Wherever  else  designing 
artifice  may  prevul,  let  it  not  corrupt  our  legis- 
lation. Let  na  deal  frankly  and  openly  with 
the  people.  When  we  take  their  money,  let  us 
tell  them  so ;  let  it  be  taken  openly  and  avow- 
edly, not  covertly  and  indirectly.  Take  their 
money  and  tell  them  so ;  but  do  not  pick  their 
pockets! 

When  the  people  are  to  be  subjected  to  a  lia- 
bility of  ten  millions,  they  should  be  informed 
of  Uie  fact  clearly  and  distinctly ;  there  should 
be  no  ocmoealmeut  in  word  or  thon^t.  The 
1^  before  ns  in  truth,  a  bUl  to  authorize  a 
loan  <^  millions.  What  we  want  is  a  loan, 
and  we  ought  in  ftlmesa  and  truth  to  say  so. 
To  c^  t^e  bill  by  a  name  that  does  not  fairly 
import  its  character ;  thus  to  treat  it  as  some- 
thing different  from  what  it  really  is,  does  not 
comport  with  what  ought  to  be  the  character 
of  the  Government. 

We  have  already,  sir,  passed  a  bill  entiUed 
an  act  to  postpone  the  fourth  instalment  of 
depont  with  the  States.  I  fear,  sir,  that  bill 
raises  expectations  only  to  dist^point  them. 
Tliat  payment,  if  it  were  really  intended,  might 
as  well  be  made  now  as  ever.  I  fear,  sir,  ttie 
States  will  expect  it  in  vfdn.  Postponement, 
In  idl  probablu^,  wQl  tmn  oat  to  mean  rc{>eaL 
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The  expectation  of  payment  at  a  future  time 
will  prove,  I  apprehend,  a  deinrive  expeetattoa. 
Sir,  I  protest  i^^iunst  dnplicity  ia.  any  fona, 
(HI  the  part  of  the  Gorenonait  The  relatioa 
which  we  sustain  towards  the  people  dCTiandi 
fl>om  US  the  strictest  truth  and  nuoerity.  Th^ 
have  placed  confidence  in  us;  they  have  en- 
trusted to  us  their  rights  and  interests;  and 
they  have  an  undeniable  claim  to  be  informed 
Ailly  and  dearly,  without  disgnise,  aa  to  every 
tiling  we  do,  and  every  thing  we  intend.  The 
title  and  the  form  of  Uiis  biU  are  calculated,  in 
my  opinion,  to  disguise  from  the  people  that 
we  are  borrowing  money  upon  their  credit; 
and,  in  that  point  of  view,  the  bill  is  obnoxious 
to  serious  objections. 

There  is  another  oljection,  which  must  press 
with  great  weight  npm  thoae  nntlemea  who 
h(^  to  a  strict  oonstmc^n  <tf  ue  oonatitotko, 
who  h(dd  that  Congma  has  no  tMnr«m  euwt 
those  expressly  grant«d  to  it.  Those,  gcntfe- 
men,  who  cannot  find  in  the  constitution  any 
power  to  charter  a  national  bank,  where  do 
they  find  the  power  to  issue  tvetearj  iuite&  or 
bills  of  ore^t ;  for  Treasury  notes,  dedgned  to 
circulate  as  currency,  are  nether  more  nor  leis 
than  bills  of  credit  ?  Ko  such  power  is  any- 
where expressly  granted. 

The  framers  of  the  c(Histitotion  had  seen  and 
felt  tlie  evils  of  Government  -pxper  money. 
The  power  to  issue  bills  of  credit  was  ezfHres^ty 
witiiheld  from  the  States ;  it  was  not 
given  to  the  General  Government  How,  then, 
does  the  General  Government  obtain  it!  It 
will  bo  said  that  it  is  included  under  the  ymive 
to  borrow  money.  liet  ns  see  how  that  inter* 
pretation  will  answer. 

Ko  one  will  deny  to  the  several  States  tlie 
power  to  borrow  money — a  power  which  th«f 
exercise  every  day  without  objection.  Bat  it 
is  certdn  that  the  States  cannot  issue  bills  of 
credit.  The  power  to  borrow  money,  tben, 
does  not  nece^arily  include  the  power  to  issus 
bills  of  credit ;  and,  although  the  GovenuDeot 
has  undoubtedly  the  power  to  borrow  money, 
that  power  to  borrow  money  does  not,  by  any 
means,  necessarily  imply  a  power  to  issue  lulls 
of  credit.  I  found  this  argument  upon  the 
views  of  those  gentlemen  who  hold  to  a  strict 
construction  of  the  constilntionf  without  in- 
tending to  express  any  oi^nion  of  my  on 
upon  wis  oonstitotional  point.  The  only  ei«r- 
otse  of  thia  power  by  the  General  Goverament 
ooourred  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  Government,  iu  the  first  place,  en- 
deavored to  obtain  a  loan  iu  the  nsoal  mcj. 
The  attempt  failed;  the  loan  coold  not  be 
obtdned  ;  and,  ns  a  matter  of  neoesdty,  the 
Government  resorted  to  a  forced  loan,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  An  example  at  saoh 
a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances,  is  rather 
to  be  avoided  than  to  bo  followed. 

There  is  still  a  further  objection  to  Uiis  meas- 
ure. The  bill  provides  that  the  notes  to  be 
Issned  shall  bear  mdi  interest  u  the  Secretary 
<tf theTreani7ihalldetennine.  ^lUaooiiadoa 
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to  fix  the  amotmt  of  Interest  lesves  the  ofaar- 
Mter  of  the  notes  whollr  iodetenuinate  and 
niHwCain.  The  interant  which  they^  may  bear 
will  datemdne  the  obaraoter  and  o£Boe  of  the 
notes.  The7nu7be<tf  adiuraot«rtobetaken 
op  IS  an  inTentment  hj  oqntaHsts;  th«7  may 
be  of  a  chafvcter  to  oircnlate  as  enrrenojr ;  and 
which  of  these  characters  they  will  aasome, 
depends  npon  the  interest  they  may  bear. 
Before  I  can  vote  for  the  bill,  tUs  point  must 
be  determined.  Before  I  can  vote  for  the 
notes,  I  mast  know  what  the  notes  are  to  be. 
J  cannot  agree  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  the 
nature  of  which  is  not  fixed  and  established  by 
the  bill  itself.  It  wonld  be  to  act  blindly  and 
hiconsiderately,  to  vote  for  a  measare  in  igno- 
nnoet^  what- that  measure  is  to  be.  Shonld 
die  bill  pass  in  the  ]»es6nt  fiHin,  and  should  I 
be  inquired  ttf  what  Ua  efl^a  upon  the  com" 
Boidty  was  antldpated  to  be,  I  could  ^ve  no 
SBiwn'.  I  oould  express  no  oi^ioa  on  that 
pohit,  beoaase,  in  the  present  shape  of  this  bill, 
It  is  impossible  to  form  any  opinion  what  obar- 
aoter the  notes  will  assnme.  I  coold  only  say, 
what  I  shoold  be  ashamed  to  say,  that  the 
ExMative  Itad  been  authorized  to  iasne  notes 
tosnittheparposesof  the  Government,  without 
anyr^ard  having  been  paid  to  the  concern 
irtiieh  the  oommonity  at  large  might  have  in 
tUi  matter.  If  we  are  to  act  with  the  slight- 
est to  the  interest  and  convenience  of 
the  pablio,  we  should  fix  the  interest  which 
the  notes  are  to  bear.  Why  refer  tUs  to  the 
ExeonUTet  Is  not  tiie  House  competent  to 
tarn  and  exerdse  a  Judnnent  on  Ibis  qnesdon  ? 
la  not  the  House  as  fit  as  the  ExeouliTe  to 
determine  what  rate  of  interest,  what  obaraoter 
to  the  notes,  will  best  snbserve  the  paUic 
interest !  I4  it  be  best  for  the  Executive  to 
Iwidste  upon  tbis  point,  why  not  npon  all 
btbers  ?  Though  the  Executive,  in  fact,  exer- 
dsed  such  a  power,  it  wonld  hmlly  be  neces- 
sary to  make  a  pnblio  proclamation  of  it 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  friends 
the  administration  press  this  measare  of  issaing 
Treasury  notes,  in  preference  to  the  usual  mode 
of  supplying  the  wants  of  the  Treasury  by  a 
simple  loan.  Is  well  calculated  to  excite  ana- 
Iricions.  I  have  no  desire  to  throw  any  unde- 
flerved  odinni  npon  the  administration.  I  wish 
them  to  merit,  and,  by  meriting,  to  possess  the 
confidence  of  the  entire  community.  But  this 
measure  is  little  cidoulated  to  produce  that 
effect  It  is  an  unasnal  measure;  it  will  be 
attended  with  extraordinary  expense;  it  will 
add  to  the  number  of  those  in  the  employ  of 
Qovemment;  it  will  increase  Executive  pa- 
tronage ;  it  opens  a  new  door  to  Executive 
&rorltisro.  In  raising  money  npon  these  notes, 
the  Execotive  may  give  a  preference,  and  may 
ewliult  the  interests  of  favored  individuals ; 
whereas  a  loan  would  be  open  equally  to  alL 

Besides,  there  are  those  who  see  in  this 
measure  the  oommenoement  of  a  permanent 
and  a  most  perilous  system.  It  is  mwe  than 
■umised  that  the  OorwDment  would  be  iriUiag 


to  have  the  whole  carrenoy  of  the  country 
flow  exdnsively  from  itself ;  and  is  denrous  to 
famish  not  miiy  the  gold  and  diver  but 
the  whole  paper  cnrreocy  also,  from  its  own 
exehtdve  mint;  and  thnt  the  measure  now  i 
pn^Ktsed  is  tlie  first  step  in  the  march  towards 
that  object  The  taking  measures  to  render 
safe  and  convenient  snch  currency  as  the  people 
may  elect  to  use,  is  the  busiaess  and  all  the 
bosinees  of  the  Qovemment  in  relation  to  tliis 
subject  It  should  be  kept  strictly  within  the 
limits  of  that  duty,  and  should  futhfully  per- 
form what  belongs  to  it  within  those  limits. 
They  ought  to  foUow  public  sentiment  in  this 
matter,  not  attempt  to  lead  it 

Bat  strange  and  dangerous  doctrines  have 
been  put  forth  in  relation  to  the  currency  of 
the  country;  and  there  is  oanse  enough  for 
alarm  to  render  it  the  part  (rf  prodence  to 
watch  with  oare  every  measare  bearing  npcm 
this  suljeot  The  issae  1^  paper  money  is  at 
all  times  a  dangerous  business  for  a  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in,  and  a  business  peculiarly 
dangerous  at  the  present  crisis.  Our  time  u 
now  too  short,  our  action  too  hurried,  to  Justify 
us  in  adventming  upon  a  scheme  of  a  novel 
character.  At  such  -a  time,  and  under  present 
circumstances,  the  only  safe  way  is  the  old 
way — the  common  way.  If  the  Government 
must  have  money,  let  it  borrow  the  money  in 
the  usual  mode.  So  doing,  we  shall  know 
what  we  do.  To  the  adoption  of  this  course, 
I  have  heard  uo  snhstantiai  ol^eetion,  I  eui  sae 
noaubstantialotijection;  and,nntilloanohtda 
smne  new  light,  it  Is  the  only  course  to  wMbU 
I  can  give  my  assent 

A  great  chauf^  baa  come  over  our  national 
affiura.  At  the  commencement  of  this  present 
year,  there  w^  in  the  hands  -of  the  Qovem- 
ment a  surplus  of  nearly  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  exclusive  of  the  whole  amount  to  be 
deposited  with  the  States.  The  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  depout  m<mey  (t)etween  nine  and 
ten  millions)  has  been  withheld  from  the  States ; 
there  is  due  to  the  Government  from  the  late 
United  States  Bank  six  miUioos,  exclnsire  of 
interest ;  and  now  ten  additional  millions  are 
demanded,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  Uie  current 
year ;  and  tiiis,  too,  beddes  all  the  <wdinary 
revenues  of  the  country — a  country,  whose 
whole  annual  expenses  during  the  administra- 
tion next  precedmg  that  of  General  Jackson, 
wero  hardly  twelve  millions  of  dollars  I 

Mr.  Fabhkktkb  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  I  havs 
listened  with  great  interest  to  the  obsMnrations 
of  my  honorable  colleague  who  has  just  taken 
bis  seat  (Mr.  Flktoheb,)  as  I  always  have 
elsewhere,  when  I  have  had  an  opportnnity, 
from  my  great  respect  for  his  high  moral  worth 
and  lUstingnished  talents;  but,  entertaining 
somewhat  different  views  from  those  presented 
by  him  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  I  will,  with  your  ksve^  state 
the  grounds  upon  which  I  dissent 

1^  cdleague  ol^eeta  to  the  UlL  becanae  no 
rate  of  interest  la  specified ;  and  he  cannot 
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give  it  Ilia  vote  antil  he  knows  precisely  what 
the  obligationa  of  the  Govenunent  are  to  be. 
It  fl4>|>eani  to  me  that  thia  is  one  of  tin  most 
valaaole  proririons  of  the  hilL  becaose  the  rate 
intcn«8t  can  be  so  find  aU  the  way  from  a 
very  low  rate  to  the  mazfmom  of  nz  per  cent, 
that  the  Seoretarjr  of  Ihe  Treasnry  will  put  it 
at  the  most  advantageons  rate  for  the  Govem- 
ment  and  for  the  commnnity.  And  it  appears 
to  me  the  rule  wonld  be  a  Tery  pMn  one,  to 
place  the  rate  so  that  they  wonld  not  be  hoarded 
by  the  capitalists,  or  fall  below  par  in  the 
market,  however  nnall  the  demand  for  Govern- 
ment dues.  And  although,  as  has  been  strongly 
nrged,  there  is  very  small  probability  that, 
nnder  almost  any  oircmnstanoes,  they  wonld  be 
below  par,  yet  it  is  better,  in  my  judgment, 
to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  discreuon  of 
the  Seoretary  of  the  Treasnry,  who  will  ander- 
stand  best  -what  the  wants  <tf  the  case  may 
require. 

It  is  objected,  that  the  issue  of  IVeasnry 
notes  is  nnconsutntional ;  that  they  are  bilb 
oi  credit,  and  prohibited  by  the  Oonstitation 
of  the  United  States ;  that  they  were  never 
issued  in  but  one  instance,  and  tliat  dnring  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  when  it  was  difficult 
or  almost  impossible  to  obt^  a  loan.  If  it 
were  unconstitutional  to  issue  Treasury  notes, 
the  fact  that  we  were  at  war,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  obtun  a  loan  in  any  other  manner,  : 
would  not  have  made  it  constitutional.  I  come 
to  the  conclusion  myself^  that  Treasnry  notes 
were  issued  at  that  time  for  the  same  reason  as 
now,  beoanse  they  are  the  most  ocmvenient  to 
tiie  Government  and  the  people. 

I  have  not  entertwned  the  of^oo,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  present  embarrassments  of 
this  nation  hav«  arisen  from  what  may  be 
properly  called  general  distress.  I  believe,  and 
think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  the  opinion  by 
the  senHroents  of  many  men  of  business  in  the 
commercial  cities,  that  the  stoppage  of  specie 
payments  was  owing  to  the  alarm  excited  in 
the  community,  whidi  caused  a  rush  npon  the 
banks  for  the  precious  metals,  and  thereby 
materially  lessened  their  means,  and  by  the 
imprudence  and  extended  speculation  into 
which  the  debtors  of  these  institutions  plunged. 
Had  it  not  been  for  these  cironmstances,  the 
snspenriott  would  not  have  taken  place ;  and, 
hnt  for  them,  bofore  this  time  spede  pajmoits 
wonld  have  been  resumed.  It  is  true  that  the 
consternation  was  universal;  the  panio  was 
overwhelming;  but  that  the  evil  was  not 
deep-rooted,  and  tliat  there  was  not,  in  reality, 
a  scarcity  of  tlie  precious  metals  in  the  com- 
mercial worid,  is  shown  by  various  facts.  Con- 
trary to  the  expeotatloQ  of  most  persons  in 
this  country,  the  Bank  of  England  continued, 
and  still  continues,  specie  payments,  uid  money 
is  abundant,  and  there  is  no  want  of  coin  and 
bullion  for  all  purposes.  The  speculations  and 
inveetaients  in  luids,  amounting  to  many  mil- 
limiB  <^  dollars ;  engagements  in  novel  manu- 
flMtDting  otnoems ;  bnilding  of  railroads  in  all 


[Omaa:B,iar. 

parts  of  the  oonntry ;  and  establishments  of 
every  vuiety  which  ingenaity  could  invent— 
a  few  of  them  neeftil  and  profitable,  bat  msaj, 
\taj  many,  mott  scwrowf^r.miBons  in  tbsir 
resuts— all  tcoided  to  prouue  the  ndatUit 
The  ordinary  meana  of  the  banks  were  nab> 
ably  equal  to  their  UaUUtles ;  bat  the  iiii]n% 
of  their  debtors,  in  owseqoenoe  of  thdr  iot- 
prudent  and  indiscreet  course,  crippled  Him 
mstitutionB,  and  brought  on  the  calamity  of  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments — an  evil  wluA, 
while  it  oontanues,  will  blight  every  eflEtst  of 
enterprise  and  industry. 

The  amoont  of  specie  within  the  control  cf 
the  hanks  of  the  country  was  equal  to  their 
wants,  greater  than  it  has  been  in  many  in- 
stances and  at  many  times ;  Imt  nnsafe  and 
improvident  men  obtained  access  to  their  re- 
sources ;  not  that  I  mean  to  censure  the  man- 
agers of  tiie  moneyed  institations  moie  Uian  I 
wonld  individnola,  and  copwtnenlups,  and  cor- 
porations, for  everybody  was  infected  with  tibe 
mania  of  ^Mcnlatton ;  tho  whole  atmosphere 
of  the  bnsiness  world  was  filled  with  it.  It 
drove  people  to  the  pine  forests  of  Uaine ;  to 
the  town  sites  on  the  Gnlf  of  Hezioo ;  to  eveiy 
stream  and  river  through  the  whole  r^Uic; 
to  the  new  cities  of  the  West;  and  to  tlte 
engagements  in  manufactures,  medianic  arts, 
and  disooveries  of  all  kinds,  in  most  instanoa 
lamentably  unsuocessfuL 

Hy  colleague  objects  that  the  bill  is  dec^ 
tive ;  that,  nnder  the  guise  of  authorizing  ta 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  it  affects  a  loan.  It 
undoubtedly  Is  a  use  oi  the  oredit  of  the  tern- 
try,  to  obtain  means  of  ^rtittgninhing  sons  of 
its  liabilitML  and  in  that  smse  is  a  loan.  Bat 
there  is  no  aeoepti<m  about  it.  Notes  payable 
are  never  issned  in  money  transactions,  exert- 
ing for  the  purj^ose  of  subsUtntiffg  credit  tcr 
money,  or  promising  it,  and  tb^fore  alwaj^ 
directly  or  mdireotly,  operate  as  a  ncgotiatioa 
for  a  loan.  What  differmoe  does  it  make  ■& 
to  the  matter  of  borrowing,  whether  the  monej 
be  obtuned  by  one  person  of  a  third,  and  paid 
to  a  second  one,  or  the  note  be  given  dirMtlj 
to  the  second  person  f  In  both  cases  it  is 
obtaining  means  on  loan;  in  one  iostanos 
directly,  in  the  other  indirectly.  Banks  borrov 
oontinnally,  by  their  bills  or  notes,  numey  of  the 
community.  How,  rir,  as  Treasury  notes  eu 
be  issned  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  proeors 
money  or  means  on  tbe  oredit  of  the  (Tnited 
States,  the  bUl  cannot  be  deoeplire,  beeaosa.  as 
it  can  have  no  other  ot{)eet^  ev^body  nndar- 
stands  it 

I  wn  in  fovor  of  the  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
without  any  the  proposed  amendments^ 
particularly  those  which  propose  the  sale  of 
the  United  ^ate  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
to  the  striking  out  the  provision  authorizing 
the  Secretary  to  pay  intere^  when,  in  his 
opinion,  the  good  of  the  country  may  require 
it.  It  certainly  appears  to  me  that  there  can 
be  no  possilrie  objection  to  that  provision.  It 
will  guard  against  the  iwenbihtf,  althoo^ 
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I  admit  it  is  not  a  strong  probability,  t^iat  they 
win  be  at  any  cooriderable  disooont,  under 
ordinary  eiroaroBtanoes.  Bat  ire  all  know  the 
nloe  c^nlattooB  of  dealers  in  money ;  and  I 
dionld  be  exceedinf^y  sorry  to  hear  the  cry, 
vUdi  has  so  f  reqnently  sonnded  in  oar  ean^ 
of  dqiredated  earTenQy  iq^died  to  any  of  the 
igsnesof  the  QoTemment 
Mr.  Obookbtt  addressed  theOhidr  as  follows: 
fir,  It  has  been  nrgad  by  honoraUe  gentle- 
men  that  tiiis  is  a  measare  of  relief  to  the 
owmtry ;  that  it  will  supply  the  conntry  with 
a  dreidafeion  and  a  medinm  of  exchange ;  and 
I  frant  that  it  mi^t  <0et  some  temporary 
reli^;  bat,  sir,  I  helioTe  it  wonld  tend,  nlti- 
mstdy,  to  aggravate  the  disease.  Bo  far  from 
being  a  measure  of  permanent  relief  to  the 
people,  I  believe  it  is  the  entering  wedge  to  an 
uuntntion  almost  as  odioas  as  the  Spanish 
laqnisition.  I  mean,  sir,  a  Treasury  baok.  In 
fut,  if  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
AxL  from  South  Oardlna  (Ur.  Bhbtt)  be 
sdopted,  a  IVeasnry  bank  iSBue  and  depont 
ii  It  once  eetaUished. 

Sr,  instead  of  showing  any  disposition  to 
gnat  relief  to  the  peofde,  we  are  called  npon 
to  increase  tlieir  burdens.  We  are  about  to 
Iteq)  vpui  them  another  national  debt,  (for, 
Ailgnise  it  as  yvu  will,  it  is  nothing  less,  and 
tiM  been  so  admitted  on  all  sides,)  to  the  amount 
<st  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  relieve  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  while  the  people  are  told,  sabstan- 
titUy,  that  they  need  not  expect  any  relief ;  that 
it  is  the  business  of  the  uovemroent  to  take 
care  of  itself;  and  that  it  has  no  power  to 
intenneddle  with  the  concerns  of  incuvidaals  1 
The  Government,  after  haviiu  tampered  with 
the  vntil  it  is  mined  and  annihilated 

— tfter  having  prostrated  •voy  branch  of  in- 
dttttry  and  enterprise,  the  eommeroe  and  credit 
of  tlw  nation,  by  pramring  wild  and  virionary 

Xriments — cuts  loose  from  the  people,  and 
them  it  has  no  power  to  grant  thw  relief 
or  interfere  with  their  oonoems  t  They  are  to 
be  dismissed  with  a  lecture  on  economy.  Tea, 
sir;  they  are  contemptuously  told  that  they 
are  to  look  to  their  own  Indastry  and  frugality 
for  relief^  without  the  aid  of  the  Government  I 
ffir,  this  reminds  me  of  the  lan^^age  of  Job's 
comforters.  We  read  in  Holy  Writ  that  on  a 
certaia  occasion  Satan  was  permitted  by  the 
Ahnighty  to  try  an  "expenment"  npon  the 
firmness  and  integrity  of  "  Job,  a  perfect  and 
m  nprMit  man,  one  that  fesred  God  and 
e»ehew«[l  evil ; "  that  when,  by  the  power  of 
this  arch  enemy  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
nan,  JoVs  fortunes,  and  his  children,  and  every 
tUif  ealenlated  to  render  him  h^py,  had  been 
drivoi  to  the  fonr  winds,  and  he  was  reduced 
to  be^ary  and  rain ;  when,  in  addition  to  this, 
"lie  was  smitten  with  sore  boils  from  the 
cnnm  of  his  head  to  the  sole  of  his  foot,^'  and 
vas  groaning  under  the  bitterest  agonies  of 
huatan  aiSiction  ■  when,  in  short,  by  one  ca- 
Ismity  upon  the  heels  of  another,  he  had  been 
ntemd  ftmn  the  hl^iest  state  of  praiperity 


and  happiness,  to  the  lowest  depths  of  degrada- 
tion and  nusery,  and  was  w(Hit  to  roll  himself 
in  the  ashes  npoo  his  hearth,  there  was  but  one 
resource  left  upon  earth  to  which  he  could  look 
fbr  oonscdation  and  solace — and  that  was  his 
wife.  And  when  he  cried  out  to  her  in  the 
Mtteniess  of  Us  sooL  what  was  her  reply! 
She  t(dd<him  he  had  better  "corse  God  and 
^  t "  And,  sir,  in«t^  mncii  in  keeping  wiUk 
this  is  Hie  Fredd«it*8  oonsolatioa  to  ue  people 
in  their  affl lotions. 

Sir,  do  yon  hnagine  the  people  expected  to 
hear  such  kugaage  as  this  mm  those  to  whose 
interests  they  have  shown  so  mnch  devotion  t 
Bid  they  expect  their  rulers  to  mock  at  their 
calamities,  which  they  themselves  had  be^ 
instrumental  in  briog^ig  upon  them?  No,  ur; 
they  looked  to  those  whom  they  had  placed  la 
power  to  devise  some  means  to  relieve  them 
from  their  calanUties.  The  proclamation  of 
the  Preadent  was  hailed  with  joy  by  thousands 
as  a  &vorable  omen.  They  honed  to  th^ 
bosmns  the  delndve  hope  that  th«r  rulers  had 
seal  the  folly  of  thwr  coarse,  and  were  aboofe 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Sir,  althoa^  the  Fxeii- 
dent  was  pledged  to  '*  tread  generally  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  illustrions  predecessor,"  yet,  I 
ima^e  do  one  believed  he  designed  to  tread 
specially  in  his  footsteps  And  it  was  hoped 
that  if  he  did  tread  in  his  footsteps  at  all,  he 
would  take  his  "baok  track,"  (if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  use  a  hunter's  phrase,)  at  least  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  the  revenae.  But 
in  all  this  how  sadly  are  we  disi^pointed  t  So 
far  from  this,  we  find  him  disposed  to  plunge 
still  deeper  into  new  and  untried  experimental 
Sir,  what  do  we  behold )  The  whole  country 
involved  in  one  wide-spread  roio,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  bankrupt;  and  we  are  yet  to 
have  another  **  experiment  I "  Yes,  sir,  the 
Stato  bank  experiment  has  failed,  and  the  golden 
babble  has  exploded,  and  left  a  wreck  m  ruin 
in  their  train ;  and  now,  sir,  in  obedience  to 
the  mandate  frmn  the  Hermitage,  we  are  to 
have  the  Government  divoroed  from  all  existing 
banks,  and  wedded  to  a  new  and  untried  system 
of  sab-Treasaries,  or,  in  plain  language,  a  Treas- 
ury bank.  Sir,  we  find  that  the  ex-President 
is  not  content  with  having  dictated  to  the  people 
whom  they  should  choose  to  be  his  successor, 
but  seems  now  determined  to  dictate  to  that 
successor.  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  as 
the  Prendfflit  had  attuned  the  summit  of  his 
wishes,  he  would  Udc  from  nndor  him  the 
ladder  by  which  he  had  ascended,  and  take  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  as  the  man  of 
bis  ooansel ;  but,  sir,  morti^ng  as  it  may  b& 
we  find  the  Message  the  exact  fac  timiU  oi 
certain  lettera  not  long  since  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  Globe,  and  pablished  in  that  print. 

Vr.  Speaker,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  now  afflict  tiiis  country,  I  am  for  com- 
mencing the  work  where  they  or^nated.  Let 
us,  sir,  In  all  due  charity,  instead  of  charing 
the  whole  of  these  misfortones  to  the  account 
of  the  people,  at  least  charge  one-half  of  tbraa 
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to  the  mal-adnuabtratKn  of  the  Govemment ; 
and)  although  it  is  not  recommended  hy  the 
Frendent,  wit  hb  oommence  economidog  a  little 
on  the  {Mrt  <Mr  the  Govwnmeut,  and  set  a 

gniaeworOij  example  before  the  people.  I 
ave  always  heard  it  remarked  that  example 
was  mnoh  more  forcible  than  precept.  Let  as, 
dr.  instead  of  creating  a  national  debtfin  order 
to  keep  op  an  extravagatit  and  predial  system 
of  expenditores  which  has  crept  into  the  Gov- 
ernment, commence  the  business  of  retrench- 
ment and  reform  which  was  pnnnised  as  a  few 
years  since,  and  adopt  some  measore  of  general 
and  permanent  relief  to  the  commanity  as  welt 
as  to  the  Government ;  and  then,  sir,  and  not 
nntil  then,  maj  we  hope  to  see  better  times, 
and  cease  to  hear  the  comj>laints  that  are  now 
oontinuaUy  salating  our  ears  from  the  tens  d 
thousands  of  houMt,  indoatrions  <dtiHai8  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  emplf^ment  and  re- 
duced to  bc^gaiy  and  rain  annng  this  age  <rf 
experimenta. 

mty  I  deem  It  unnecessair  to  detain  the  House 
with  any  calculations  to  abow  the  stato  of  the 
Treasury,  in  order  to  prove  that  the  passage  of 
this  bill  is  not  required  to  sapply  a  deficit  in 
the  Treasury,  as  contended  for  by  the  IHends 
of  the  measure.  It  has  already  been  shown 
to  this  House  conclusively,  to  my  mind  at  least 
that,  by  withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of 
the  surplas  revenue  from  the  States,  and  sus- 
pending certain  appropriations  for  useless — 
nay,  worse  than  tiselese — ^public  works,  explor- 
ing expeditions,  &c.,  and  thereby  reducing  the 
Q^enaitureB  for  the  present  year  some  fifteen 
millions  of  daUars,  there  would  be  ample  means 
in  the  Treasury  to  meet  all  demands  ag^nst  it, 
without  resorting  to  the  expedient  of  issuing 
Treasury  notes  on  the  credit  of  the  nation. 
And,  sir,  if  this  be  true,  would  it  not  be  an 
unpardoD^le  outrage  to  heap  upon  the  people 
another  national  debt,  right  upon  Hxq  heels  of 
the  one  just  dischai^ed  f  Sir,  we  have  had 
theoretical  reform  long  enough ;  I  think  it  is 
time  we  should  begin  to  carry  it  into  practioe. 
But,  on  the  other  nand,  it  is  urged  that,  after 
withholding  the  fourth  instalment  of  the  de- 
posits from  the  States,  and  snspendiitt  the  fifteen 
miUiona  of  appropriatitms,  there  will  atill  be, 
in  any  event,  a  defidt  in  the  Treasury,  vUch 
vuidaa  it  indlspensaUe  that  this  bill  should 
pass.  And,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Treasury 
!i  in  aotoal  want  of  those  funds  at  this  moment, 
and  cannot  perform  its  engagements  for  ten 
days  without  them.  I  cannot  perceive,  sir, 
bow  this  can  be ;  but  if  it  be  true,  I,  ft^r  one, 
say,  so  let  it  be.  If  the  Govemment  has  actu- 
ally brought  itself  to  insolvency,  and  it  be  really 
necessary  to  borrow  money  to  pay  its  expenses, 
let  the  ^th  come  out,  and  let  things  be  called 
by  their  right  namee.  Sir,  this  biU  is  designed 
to  practise  a  fraud  upon  the  people,  by  borrow- 
ing money  in  such  a  form  tliat  w«j  will  not 
uwterstand  it,  and  thereby  AidA  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  odium  of  brinj^  itself  from  a 
snqdna  of  Ite^-flve  milUoDa  to  baakroptoy  ia 


less  than  cm  year.  If  I  were  astUled  thit 
there  would  leaUy  be  a  deficit  in  ibo  Ttemiy, 
whiok  would  make  it  neeessaiy  to  bemw 
momy  to  enable  the  Gorarmnent  to  poftm 

its  ftmctionB,  I  should  eertdnly  grant  it;  W, 
sir,  I  would  prefer  that  it  shonld  he  asked  ioc 
in  plain  Kpgijab  in  that  tona.  I  am  oppoted 
to  laying  burdens  npon  the  people  in  diagaiac. 
If  they  are  to  be  taxed,  let  them  understsnd  it, 
and  have  an  oppwtunity  to  provide  for  it 

Ifr.  pHiLLipfl  endeavored  to  prove  thtf  tk 
most  injurious  effects  had  resulted  from  the 
lato  measure  of  the  Secretary  <^  the  Tnasarj^ 
in  allowing  a  large  amount  o€  depodts  to  retaun 
in  several  isolated  banks,  while  he  withdrew 
nearly  the  whole  sums  dqioated  with  the  banks 
on  the  seaboard.  It  was  his  f^diuim  thatmodi 
of  the  distress  now  existing  in  the  oanmudal 
dties  was  to  be  attribnted  to  that  nmsnn. 
He  referred  to  the  prospects  of  the  ooantrr  lor 
tiie  ensuing  year,  and  contended,  that  from  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  sttteaMna 
given  in  the  House,  if  a  balance  were  drawn, 
the  amount  of  difference  between  the  ei^iendi- 
tare  and  receipts  would  not  exceed  two  or  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  He  would  tell  them 
frankly,  that  when  he  came  here  his  imfmawHi 
was,  titat  the  only  practicable  relief  was  the 
creation  of  a  Government  loan,  by  which  our 
account  witii  Europe  could  be  ^eedily  timi, 
or  to  issne  each  kinds  ai  Treasury  notes  m 
would  be  useful  to  the  people ;  and  he  thoa^ 
that  the  paymuit  of  the  foorth  instalment  cf 
the  deposits  would  be  the  means  distribvting 
tiieee  notes  to  the  country.  But  that  masam 
had  failed,  and  with  it  a  great  portion  of  the 
ground  for  issuing  these  notes. 

It  was  his  opinion  that  specie  psymmti 
would  not  be  rwamed  for  the  present  if  thi 
measures  now  before  the  House  were  adt^ited; 
and  he  also  wished  it  to  be  known  that,  in  liii 
opinion,  tiie  period  of  distress  had  not  pasnd 
over.  It  stall  existed,  and,  under  the  prestat 
state  of  things,  must  increase.  Some  gentle- 
men had  attributed  the  distress  to  over-tnuing; 
but,  although  he  would  admit  that  mi^t  hare 
had  some  mfioenoe,  yet  the  great  evd  whki 
they  were  called  cm  to  remedy  was  that  of 
obstntotion  to  onr  medit,  both  at  bone  sad 
abroad,  and  to  restwe  the  ourrenoy  to  its  formr 
state,  and  the  banks  to  that  oonfidcsM  th^ 
enjoyed  before  the  8uq>ennon  oi  spene  pay- 
ments. It  was  demrable  that  they  should  msb 
tihe  notes  of  the  banks  receivable  for  psbtie 
dues;  and,  when  they  had  done  tbst,  they 
would  have  done  aU  uiat  was  expected  frcn 
Govemment ;  for,  when  such  notes  were  so 
receivable,  confidence  would  be  restored,  and 
nc^ing  more  would  be  wanting.  He  cosU 
not  Toto  for  the  bill  to  its  present  amotuit; 
and,  if  Treasury  notes  were  issued  at  dl,  he 
would  suggest  the  expediency  of  issuing  them 
without,  rather  tiiau  with  interest. 

Mr.  TovosT  contended  that  the  bUl  under 
c(msid6rati<m  was  well  adu»ted  to  the  vaitfsof 
the  cooitfiy,  and  well  oalonlatad  to  aflhrd  rttef 
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to  tbe  GoTeniinent  and  the  people ;  and  that, 
if  we  attempted  to  draw  the  money  from  the 
deposit  banu  while  they  owe  the  GoTernmeot, 
it  will  force  them  to  press  their  creditors,  and 
add  to  the  distress  of  the  community.  Tbe 
ooontry  stood  in  tiie  ration  of  creditor  to  the 
banks  and  the  merchants,  and  it  was  its  dnty 
to  deal  with  them  in  sndi  a  manner  as  to  afford 
the  greatest  relief  to.  them.  In  relation  to 
sending  bonds  abroad^  be  most  say  that  be  felt 
a  great  repngnanee  to  Bending  them  into  a 
fiMwgn  market,  to  raise  money  upon  them  to 
carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Government; 
bestdes,  if  they  were  sent  abroad,  it  would 
bare  the  effect  of  increasing  our  foreign  debt, 
which  now  presses  so  heavily  npon  ns.  He 
supported  tbe  bill  at  some  length,  and  answered 
the  argnments  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
ehoBetts  in  relation  to  tbe  constitatiooality  of 
the  measure. 

Kr.  BouiDiK  said :  I  agree  perfecUy  with  tbe 
■Fnndait  of  the  United  States,  in.  believing 
wie  have  nothing  to  do  in  providipg  a  oorrenoy, 
fIntliOT  or  other  than  as  tbe  oonstitntion  literal- 
ly- moitioiis.  That  instrument  fixes  a  standard 
to  be  used  when  debtor  and  creditor  come  to 
points,  and  cannot  agree  as  to  what  the  debt 
ahall  be  pud  in.  The  debtor  con  get  clear  by 
offering,  and  tbe  creditor  can  reqaire,  if  be 
pleaaee  to  do  so,  tlie  specie  which  ia  the  stand- 
ard. Congress  cannot  add  to  nor  take  from 
tfaie  privilege,  in  regard  to  either.  Every  law 
mboat  money,  without  saying  more,  refers  to 
specie  only.  Every  Judgment ;  every  execution 
for  money,  without  any  thing  more  said  in  re- 
latioQ  as  to  ^t  point,  is  for  spede  of  coarse, 
Tbe  Treasurer  and  Secretary  m  the  Treasury 
hAve  by  the  consitation  the  cwtrol  of  the 
moii^y  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  a 
i  extent.  Ton  maj  ahelter  them  by  anthor- 
'  tbsm  to  place  tbe  money  in  this  or  in  that 
Bat  yon  cannot  make  uiem  more  respoa- 
aiblo. 


FBiDiT,  October  6, 
Trtatury  Note  Bill. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  conmderation 
€>€  Che  "  bill  to  anthorize  tbe  issuing  of  Treasury 
Iki04«s,"  as  reported  fiom  the  Oommittee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HoPKizn  said :   Mr.  Speak^  I  am  in 
prinraide  a  liard-mooey  man,  and  I  have  tbe 
^■tiefaetion  to  beHeve  that  tbe  patriotio  peop\e 
-w-Iacm  I  have  the  ^stingidBhed  honw  to  repre- 
■cn*  npcm  this  floor,  prefer  tbe  constitutional 
CORVney  <^  oar  fitUiers  to  any  paper  money, 
yoor  IreosniT  notes  included.    But,  whilst 
I  mm,-j  this,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  distinctiy 
axMMTstood,  that  I  am  not  to  be  enlisted  in  tbe 
o(mt4anptated  crusade  against  the  existing  insti- 
tntionB  of  Virginia  and  her  sister  States,  to 
aooomplish  the  narrow  object  of  supplying  the 
Cv<vw«nmient  alone  with  tbe  constitutional  eor- 
r0n«7;  and  I  now  admonish  gentiemen  that, 
tint"?*  they  propose  a  mearare  broad  and  ocnu- 
VeuZIll— 88 


prehensive  enough  to  separate  the  ^^t  body 
of  tbe  people  fh>m  tbe  banks,  I  will  not  co- 
operate with  them  in  giviag  effect  to  a  partial 
restricted  measore,  which  furnishes  a  hard- 
money  currency  only  to  them,  who,  in  tbe 
better  days  of  our  republic,  were  regarded  as 
the  mere  aenrants  <tf  the  people,  and  eonsidwed 
amenaUe  to  than.  Now,  nr,  I  am  not  the  man 
to  advocate  here,  in  my  r^resmtatiTC  cnwci^, 
anymeasure  whkh  will  provide  gold  and  silver 
for  myself^  and  other  ftmctiooaries  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, whilst  tbe  people  are  left  to  endmre 
all  the  evils  of  a  depreciated  ps^r  money. 

But  I  have  another  objection  to  the  details 
of  this  measure,  growing  oat  of  U>e  palpable 
ii^Qstice  which  mast  remit,  from  the  denomi- 
nations of  these  Treasary  notes,  to  tbe  poorer 
classes  of  the  community.  It,  sir,  as  is  now 
too  obvious  for  the  most  incrednloas  to  doubt, 
these  notes  are  to  olrcolate  and  perform  all  tbe 
fanctioos  of  &  paper  currency,  they  cannot 
reach  tlie  pocket  of  tbe  pow  man,  but  must 
serve  alone  the  pnrpoee  of  the  wealthy,  who 
alone  can  command  the  ben^t  of  a  carrnqy 
in  denominations  of  one  hundred  ddlors. 
Another  effect  of  this  measure,  I  fear,  will  be 
to  cripple  still  more  the  State  banks,  now  rapidly 
reoovering  from  the  shock  by  which  the  whole 
monetary  ^tem  of  the  community  has  been 
so  recentiy  convulsed  to  its  centre ;  and,  whilst 
it  may  relieve  tibe  Government,  may  at  the 
same  time  embarrass  still  more  the  great  body 
of  the  people. 

I  am  not,  I  hope,  sir,  mistaken  or  misunder- 
stood upon  this  sobjeot.  I  am  willing  to  ex- 
tend to  tbe  Treasary  inunediate  and  ample 
relief  by  any  means  compatible  with  the  con- 
stitution and  my  oonriotKms  of  pnblio  duty ; 
nor  will  I  be  drawn  from  this  detenrination 
by  any  doubt  which  be  entOTtained  as  to 
tbe  real  amount  necesaaiy,  nor  by  the  asperities 
of  party  Intolerance,  the  prmninent  bane  of 
oar  deliberations  and  connrils  here.  Yes, 
X  am  willing,  Md  stand  ready,  to  vote  any  sum, 
in  the  bounds  of  reason,  which  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  may  consider  necessary  to  meet 
the  most  liberal  wants  of  the  Government; 
and  if  he  asks  mwe  than  is  necessary,  I  leave 
him  to  bis  jast  responsibility  to  tbe  country. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  meosare,  nt>t  as  one 
of  financial  relief,  bat  one  for  the  emission  of 
ten  millions  of  paper  currency,  obnoxious  as  I 
conceive  it  to  be,  to  all  the  objeetiong  (tf  an 
executive  bank,  based  not  upon  the  means  of 
immediate  ocmvertibility,  bat  upon  the  plighted 
fiuth  of  the  nation,  which  I  mtuntain  can  be 
pledged  only  for  a  loan.  In  my  hmnble  jadg- 
ment,  sir,  this  project  is  fraught  with  mischi^; 
and  j  look  to  it  with  the  deepest  distrust  and 
alarm.  Admonished  as  I  am,  by  a  short  ex- 
perience in  the  practical  adrainlstration  of  this 
Gtovemmmt,  that  its  tendency  is  to  enlatge  its 
powers  by  gradual  and  imperceptible  innova- 
tions upon  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the 
people,  I  look  to  the  future  with  all  the  fore- 
bodings of  one  fully  impressed  with  the  scdemn. 
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conTiction  that  if  not  TeaiatedL  uid  soooewfiiny 
resisted  at  the  thresholdj  it  will  end  in  consolido- 
tioD,  and  consolidiUion  in  the  overthrow  of  oar 
iiurtitaUonB  and  the  downfall  of  our  liberties. 

Ur.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detun  the  House 
longer  1^  the  expression  of  any  apprehensions 
of  my  own,  as  to  the  objects  of  this  measore, 
or  the  danger  qf  its  ripeniog  into  a  permanent 
system.  I  feel  as  sensibly  as  any  man  can  do, 
^e  magnitude  of  the  oonseqaences  which  snch 
a  systttDi  cannot  fail  to  produce.  I  hope,  sir, 
most  devoutly,  that  my  fears  may  never  be 
realized ;  bat  I  should  be  onfaithful  to  my  con- 
stituents and  my  country,  if  I  did  not  declare, 
fearlessly,  that  I  look  to  Uie  present  measure  as 
laying  the  foundation  of  a  ayatem  which,  if 
ever  established,  must  aid  in  nrolation  or 
despotism. 

Jlr.  Wmx  eulogized  his  colleague  on  the 
eonrse  he  had  just  taken.  He  was  glad  to  find 
displaced  so  honorable  and  independent  an 
opposition  to  the  bill.  Mr.  W.  then  read  seve- 
ral extracts  from  President  Jackson's  Messages 
of  1884  and  1886,  to  show  that  the  sales  of 
Government  stock  in  the  United  States  Bonk 
had  been  recommended  by  the  President  at 
those  periods. 

Mr.  Robertson  said,  if  the  adminstration 
had  no  other  object  in  view  than  to  ruse  a 
tnfficienoy  of  money  to  meet  the  real  wants  of 
the  Treawzry,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  oaoie  of  these  persevering  efforts  to  raise 
it  by  the  issue  of  Traasnry  notes.  The  amend- 
ment «f  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Uin>EBwooD,)  as  modified,  proposed  to  give 
the  right  to  dispose  of  the  debt  of  about  six 
millions  due  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
and  that  of  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Pattoh,)  if  he 
understood  it,  to  superadd  the  power  of  draw- 
ing upon  the  State  banks,  which  held  ten  or 
twelve  millions  of  public  money.  If  these 
resources  should  prove  insufficient,  authority 
might  be  conferred  to  borrow  whatever  sum 
might  be  necessary  to  moke  up  the  deficiency. 
But  none  of  these  obvious  and  ordinary  methods 
of  replenishing  the  Treasury  will  now  answer 
the  purpose.  Nothing  will  do  but  to  resort  to 
the  extraordinary  and  dangerous  resoarce  of  an 
isftne  of  Treasury  notes.  In  times  of  great 
•^filoolty,  when  engaged  in  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  we  were 
•Gompoile^  from  sheer  necessity,  to  adopt  that 
method  of  r^ing  supplies.  During  the  Revo- 
.Intionnry  war  we  had  issued  upwards  of  three 
hundred  millions  in  bills  of  credit,  and  at  its 
•close  these  bills  were  so  depreciated  that  they 
were  funded  at  100  for  1,  Buch  were  the  evils 
attending  the  system,  that  the  framers  of  the 
■constitution,  to  gaard  against  their  recurrence, 
-thought  it  necessary  to  interdict  the  States  in 
express  terms  from  emitting  bills  of  credit.  I 
will  not,  sir,  (sud  Mr.  R.,)  at  this  time  enter  into 
the  qoeatiiHi  whether  the  power  tiins  prc^lbited 
to  toe  States  rightfully  belongs  to  thu  Oovem- 
ment  There  is  much  force,  all  moat  adnut,  in 
the  reference  made  by  the  gentlanan  mm 


[Ocaoan,  ittT. 

Maaaaehiuetti  (Mr.  GvaHora)  to  the  jottnul  of 
the  conTentton,  tAiowing  that  a  proporition  to 
clothe  tbia  Government  with  the  poirer  m 
expressly  oremded.  With  thoae  mio  rdy  on 
the  same  ground,  not  veiifled  by  the  joorBiI, 
but  depending  on  the  memory  of  members  of 
the  convention,  as  an  aigament  aguust  tbe 
power  to  establish  a  national  bank,  thli  ref- 
erence ought  to  be  conclnsive.  Certain  it  u, 
that  the  power  was  not  expressly  granted,  u 
were  those  to  lay  taxes  and  borrow  monej; 
and  the  rule  of  interpretation,  as  ^ven  by  tbe 
constitution  itself,  is,  that  the  powers  not  dele- 
gated to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  or  to  tbe 
people.  It  is  obvions  that  its  exercise  by  tbe 
General  Govmunent  is  equally  daugeroDs ;  in- 
deed, liable  to  much  greater  abuse.  The  States 
can  e£feot  none,  to  any  conradenihle  extent, 
except  those  within  their  respective  limite ;  but 
we  may  inundate  the  Union  with  a  iporioos 
currency ;  and  when  the  system  shall  be  once 
commenced,  no  one  can  undertake  to  say  when 
it  is  to  stop. 

In  every  aspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  scbaae 
appears  to  me  substantially  the  estoblishoteiit 
of  a  Government  bank.  If  the  paper  be 
designed  as  a  circulating  medium,  the  Treasury 
becomes  a  bank  of  issue  and  circulation  mcrelj. 
But  the  scheme  goes  further.  It  authoriio 
not  only  the  payment  of  these  notes  to  put^ 
creditors,  but  the  borrowing  ot  momj  npon 
tiieir  credit  What  is  this  in  effect  bnt  a  buk- 
ing  operation  t  Tou  ^)ply  to  the  Secretary, 
who  is  thus  authorized  to  borrow,  and  propose 
to  lend  him  half  a  million  or  a  million  of 
dollars.  He  is  not  in  immediate  want  of  Uie 
money.  You  offer,  for  a  pven  sum  in  Treas- 
ury notes,  to  supply  him  with  one  or  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  monthly,  in  urniii- 
tions  of  war,  in  rations,  or  in  money,  until  u 
amount  equu  to  the  value  of  tlie  notes  in  tiM 
market  shall  be  furnished.  There  is  notbing 
in  the  law  to  prevent  sach  a  negotiation. 

Mr,  Lboase  said:  As  to  the  constitotioiuil 
power  of  Congress,  then,  to  issue  these  notei^ 
under  existing  cironmstanoee,  I  entertain  as 
doubt  at  all,  at  least  with  refinenee  to  the  ob- 
jections mainly  relied  on  in  this  dl8eQ88ion,iiid 
especially  by  the  gentlemen  over  the  wit, 
(Messrs.  Furtcher,  Fhilups,  and  CusBii[e,  of 
Massachusetts.)  But-to  the  issuing  them  with- 
out interest,  or  with  a  very  small  interest,  for 
which  I  repeat  my  decided  preference,  soother 
difficulty  has  been  presented  by  my  friend  from 
Virginia  nearjne,  (Mr.  Robbbtson.)  He  main- 
tained tiiat  as  the  constitotiiHi  forbids  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  to  bo  mode  a  leg^  tender 
by  &e  States,  it  implicitly  requires  that  we 
should  pay  the  debts  of  this  Government  only 
in  specie  or  in  what  ^  equivalent  to  it  And 
yet,  in  almost  the  some  breath,  the  gentleman 
proceeded  to  denounce  the  Exeootave  fiir  not 
being  satisfied  with  the  bank  notea  of  tbe 
StatM,  which  he  nudntidned  are  really  not  all 
depreciated.  Sir,  on  thia  last  head  I  agree 
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with  him  cottrelTi  at  leait  00  fiv  as  nnrds  the 
aWe  of  onr  pi^ier  enmiMy  in  the  Sonthern 
States,  I  mMOtained  when  I  fint  came  here, 
whit  has  beeo  ^oe  denumstrated  in  a  masterlr 
argniDMit  in  another  part  of  this  building,*  and 
Is  itriUoglj  corroborated  hy  the  recent  fall  in 
axdiangea,  that  the  price  of  bullion  had  been 
ndiad  bj  an  eztraordinarj  foreign  demand,  and 
wai  no  proof  whatever  of  the  reduidancy  of 
the  dreuation,  which  has  been  very  much 
ndaced  within  the  last  ten  months,  and  is 
probably  even  inadequate  to  the  necessarT-  ex- 
dumges  of  the  country,  in  the  nsoal  coarse  of 
bo^Dess.  .But  if  this  is  true,  as  I  have  no 
donbt  it  is,  then  the  right  of  a  creditor  under 
tiie  constitation  to  demand  specie  for  his  debt, 
becomes  that  tummumjiu  which,  all  the  world 
over,  is  mmma  in^Krio.  And  if  this  is  the  case 
«  between  individnals,  why  shoold  a  ride  so 
•nrj  diffa«nt  be  applied  to  the  tranaaotions  of 
Govenunent  t  the  news  brought  ns  from 
Kev  York  this  morning  Is  that,  while  gold  is 
00I7  at  6  per  cent,  premium,  Treasnry  drafts 
are  St  4 :  for  yon  most  remark,  sir,  tiiat  the 
letter  of  Prime,  Ward  &  Co.,  reoeired  jnst  now, 
it  dated  at  least  a  fortnight  ago,  and  since  that 
time  a  most  decided  change  has  taken  place  in 
tbe  specie  market  as  well  as  in  foreign  bills.  I 
tiiinl^  then,  I  am  perfectly  safe  in  affirming 
that  there  is  no  danger  whatever  of  the  con- 
tonplated  Treasury  notes  falling  below  what, 
by  tbe  oonfes»on  of  the  geiuTeman  himself, 
ODj^t  to  satisfy  any  man  not  bent  upon  enforc- 
ing a  contract  accOTding  to  the  utmost  rigor  of 
the  law,  in  a  manner  inooDsistent  with  equity 
nd  good  eonsoienoe.  We  shall  pay  our  credi- 
tors in  what  is  4  per  cent,  above  those  bank 
notes  which  are  there  acknowledged  to  be  at 
thdr  fiill  value  in  reference  to  an  other  com- 
modities but  gold  and  silver. 

[Here  Ur.  Kobkbtson  siud  nothing  was  at  par, 
which  was  not  equivalent  to  gold  uid  rilver,  or 
something  to  that  effect.] 

Mr.  Lbqasb.  Then  why  find  so  much  fault 
witii  the  Government  for  demanding  gold  and 
silTer  of  its  debtors  t  The  gentleman  is  plMnly 
in  a  dilemma,  from  which  it  is  not  easy  for 
him  to  extricate  himself. 

[Ur.  RoBKBTBOH  sud,  with  the  permission  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Bimth  Oarohna,  ho  would 
make  a  brief  explanation.  He  had  not  at  all  dis- 
cossed  the  question  of  depreciation.  He  ooold 
not  admit,  however,  that  p^r  money  was  not 
depreciated.  On  the  contrary,  he  Insisted  that 
h  most  always  be  regarded,  in  a  legal  sense,  as 
depreciated  when  below  the  l^al  standard — 
gold  and  silver,  without  r^;ard  to  the  causes, 
whether  it  be  a  foreign  demand  or  any  other, 
which  may  havo  occasioned  the  difiference. 
Stin  he  denied  the  policy  or  justice  of  exacting 
gold  and  silver  at  this  time  in  payment  of  the 
pnblic  dues;  when  it  could  not  be  procured 
bat  at  a  high  premium,  and  when,  indeed,  there 
scarcenr  any  currency  at  the  command  of 
p>e  people  than  depreciated  paper.   He  thought 
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it  was  oppressive  in  this  Government  to  exact 
this  sacrifice — ^to  reject  that  which  the  State 
Governments  were  content  to  rec^ve;  and 
what,  In  the  ordinary  transacUons  between 
man  and  man,  it  woiud  be  deemed  immoral 
and  dishonorable  to  refuse.] 

Sir,  X  am  charmed  to  hear  the  gentJeman  say 
so.  Then  why  should  the  public  creditor  caU 
upon  the  Government  to  do,  for  his  benefit,  an 
immoral  and  dishonorable  thing;  and  why 
should  he  think  himself  wronged  if  we  offer 
him  what  is  at  tliis  moment  four  per  cent, 
better  than  the  paper  which,  according  to  the 
gentleman's  own  sliowing,  ought  to  satisfy 
every  equitable  and  conscientious  man  7  But 
the  trqtQ  is,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  at  all 
from  those  to  whom  we  shall  have  payments 
to  make,  and  through  whose  hands  these  notes 
will,  almost  withont  exception,  make  £behr 
way  into  circulation.  They  will  reoeive  them 
cheerfully,  and  without  hesitation;  and  al- 
though I  perfectly  appreciate  the  delicate  and 
honorable  scruples  wiiich  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  feel  about  oflTering,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
public  dues,  a  paper  ever  so  little  inferior  to 
the  only  legal  tender  recocnized  iu  the  consti- 
tation,  yet  I  cannot  myself^  in  a  matter  left, 
after  all,  entirely  to  the  free  will  of  the  party, 
consent  to  sacrifice  substantial  justice  and  the 
public  good  to  what  I  must  consider  as  a  super- 
stitious adherence  to  the  mere  letter  of  tbe 
law.  Nobody,  at  all  versed  in  these  snbjects, 
now  regards  tJie  precious  metals  as  any  thing 
but  an  approximation,  and  often  a  very  Imper- 
fect i^roximation,  to  a  correct  measure  of 
value.  They  have  been  adopted  from  tibe 
necessity  of  the  thing,  as  the  two  great  "  com- 
modities of  commerce'*  furnishing  a  ready 
medium  of  exchange  for  all  others,  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  best  practical  means  of  comparing 
them ;  but  they  are  still,  like  the  rest,  mere 
commodities,  subject  to  a  very  great  fluctuation 
in  value,  according  to  the  common  principles 
which  govern  prices.  The  present  state  of 
things  ^mtahes,  in  my  opinion,  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  this  importent  truth ;  and  now,  f .ask, 
whether  any  really  Just  man  ought  to  complain 
of  ns  if  we  <^er  liim  these  notes^  with  the 
most  perfect  liberty  to  refuse  them  at  his  own 
disoretion,  and  treat  ns  as  debtors  on  bis  un- 
settled aeoonnt ;  if;  In  making  that  offer,  w:e 
hdii  to  him  the  f^ank,  manly,  and  reasonable 
language  dictated  to  us  by  the  truth  of  tbe 
case,  and  the  actual  situation  of  tbe  country — 
if  we  nj  to  him  *^  gold  and  silver,  which  is  in 
strict  law,  though  not  in  good  conscience,  your 
due,  we  have  none?  By  an  unforeseen  and 
terrible  revulsion,  by  contingencies  beyond  any 
human  control,  our  debtors  have  been,  eiii  are 
still,  unable  to  meet  their  engagements  with  us 
in  the  usual  way.  The  country  is  in  deep  em- 
barrassment and  distress,  and  we  cannot,  even 
were  we  disposed  to  do  so,  press  them  to  a 
literal  compliance  witli  their  contracts,  with- 
out involving  oor  whole  peq>le,  more  or  less, 
in  the  fearnu  consequences  of  we  bankroptcy 
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fhst  would  probably  ensne.  We  give  7011, 
hoirever,  an  acknowledgment  of  your  claims 
against  ns,  which  will  be  everywhere  nearly  as 
good,  in  some  parts  of  the  country  probably 
better,  than  the  precioos  metals — ^wbicb,  at  all 
events,  is  at  a  premiam  in  referenoe  to  what 
yon  would  not  hesitate  to  receive  from  a  private 
debtor ;  and  we  put  it  to  your  patriotism  and 
your  sense  of  jnstice,  to  decide  whether  we 
have  not,  to  aUBabstantialpuiposeB,  complied 
with  our  engagements."  Bir,  depend  upon  it, 
such  an  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  the 
generosity  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  not  be 
made  in  vain. 

The  right  of  the  Government,  therefore,  in 
every  aspect  of  the  case,  being,  as  I  conceive, 
ftdly  established,  the  only  rem^ing  gnestion  is, 
in  what  form  will  these  notes  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public  ?  Whether  it  is  better  to  issne 
fliem  bearing  an  interest  of  not  more  than  6 
per  mnt.,  or  bearing  either  no  interest  at  all,  or 
a  very  small  one,  to  be  ascertuned  by  the 
House  ?  And  this  brin^  me  to  the  differences 
between  me  and  the  chaimian  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  or,  to  express  it  more 
accurately,  perhapSj  between  the  Senate  and 
the  committee  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  admit  that 
these  notes,  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest  than  I 
approve,  would  serve  an  excellent  purpose  as 
remittances  to  Europe ;  but  exchanges,  as  we 
have  seen,  are  already  fallen  nearij  60  per  cent. 
Wittiin  a  vetr  few  days,  and  there  is  every 
reason  to  beliave  that  as  soon  as  the  owning 
crop  shall  be  brought  to  market,  they  will  be 
down  at  par.  But  the  prospect  of  an  improve- 
ment  in  our  domestic  exchanges  is  unfortunately 
not  so  good.  An  immense  debt  is  due  from 
the  West  and  the  South-west  to  the  great  com- 
mercial capitals  on  the  Atlantic,  to  tiie  pay- 
ment of  which,  notes  bearing  a  high  rate  of 
Interest  will  contribute  no  aid  whatever.  They 
will,  you  may  rely  upon  it,  sir,  be  instantly 
bought  up  by  capitalists  for  inveErtineDt.  They 
wiU  disappear  entirely,  as  gold  and  silver  have 
disappeared.  In  consequence  of  the  shock 
given  to  all  credit  by  the  late  remlsion,  there 
are  immense  deposits  in  all  your  banks  voting 
for  some  safe  opportnnihr  to  lay  lliem  ont  on 
any  reasonable  terms.  The  answers  made  to 
the  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
hare  no  weight  at  all  witii  me,  not  only  be- 
cause, as  I  s^d  Just  now,  a  very  material  change 
has  occurred  in  the  price  of  bullion  since  that 
date,  but  for  several  other  reasons  which  need 
not  be  dwelt  upon  here.  These  notes  are  not 
intended  to  go  into  the  market  at  all.  My  idea 
of  the  proper  use  to  be  made  of  them  is,  that 
they  shall  be  passed  away,  as  T  have  said,  to 
the  'ftinctionaries  and  creditors  of  the  Govern- 
ment I  repeat  that  I  have  no  doubt  that 
ihey  will  be  readily  accepted  hj  them,  and  that 
tiie  extravagaDt  rates  of  exohattge  between  the 
dUforent  parts  of  the  country,  will  keep  them 
up  at  A  oonddehible  premium  in  respect  of  the 
best  bank  puier,  and  nearly,  if  not  quite,  at  a 
par  witii  gold  and  river. 


Mr.  CusBiHO  followed,  in  reply  to  Mr.  la- 
OARE.  He  quoted  Judges  Story,  Mardull,  asd 
other  antborities,  to  show  that  Treasory  sota 
were  bills  of  credit 

Hr.  FoBTEB  replied,  aiding  that  Tressnj 
notes,  to  become  bills  of  credit,  most  be  issud 
as  a  circulating  medium.  He  denied  tbit  1 
high  or  low  rate  of  interest  altered  the  case. 

Hr.  Gambeelbno  Dressed  for  actira  on  Ht 
biU,  and  referred  to  pledges  given  by  geaUcmen 
of  the  opposition  that  a  vote  should  Iw  had  thu 
night. 

Mr.  Wise  replied,  admitting  that  lie  Itad 
given  such  a  pledge,  bnt  for  hituself  orij. 

Mr.  W.  C.  JraKBOS  obtained  the  Soot,  md 
addressed  the  Bouse  in  aspeeehcf  gnataniiBir 
tion  till  late  in  Uie  erening. 

Mr.  Pmuips  read  to  the  Hoase^froDadoeD- 
ment  recently  received,  and  not  yet  gonenUy 
distributed,  in  reply  to  a  call  for  the  tarn- 
s^ndence  of  the  Treasury  with  variwiiBfi* 
nduals,  touching  the  terms  of  tbcir  receptiai 
of  Treasury  notes  for  spede;  and  in  vhidi 
many  commercial  capitalists  dedined  altogetber 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  such  a  tnmsactiaL 

Mr.  JIbeit  moved  an  amendment,  the  tf«ct 
of  which  would  be,  if  agreed  to^  to  nuke  tiM 
bills  payable  upon  presentation,''  after  tlx 
expiration  of  one  year  from  date,  and  to  dins 
them  of  the  character  of  interest-bearing  notes. 


SxTTTSDAT,  October  T. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlx 
"  bill  to  authorize  tiieissning  of  TresBor;  notes." 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rhett— 

Mr.  Bhett  modified  his  amendmenf  w  u  to 
declare  that  the  faith  of  the  United  States  wii 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  notes,  aa  pn- 
sentation,  at  six  months  after  tb^  datc^  n- 
speotively. 

Mr.  Bell  Sfud :  I  concnr  most  heartilj  wia 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  gentleintt 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Picoss,)  tijoflw 
day,  in  speaking  of  uie  new  Treasmy  hhmi 
which  have  been  recommended  for  our  eja- 
sideratioD.  I  do  heartily  and  truly  beUeretW 
the  destmy  of  this  country,  for  good  ot  fw  ew, 
will  depend  greatly  \xpon  the  'J**''*'™^^ 
questions  which  they  present  The  mind  a* 
in  an  effort  to  grasp  the  whole  of  thii  imp«J 
tant  subject ;  no  powers  are  adequate  to*™ 
justice  to  the  great  issues  which  are  hi™'*J 
The  argument  embraces  in  its  range  tl»  ate  « 
the  federal  constitution,  of  ftee  Goremmeirt 
itself  I  Of  all  the  causes  which  in  modernUJs 
have  deeply  excited,  agitated,  and  ««™**J 
people,  but  few  had  a  more  certain, 
fearfiil  tendeoCT  to  engender  a  spirit  of  offfr 
sition  to  the  laws  and  to  w™"''?"' "ftl 
debased  and  disordered  curreiu^-  '  '"filL 
refer  to  the  examples  which  past  kWoC""" 
of  this  nature.  I  wIU  not  even  revert  to  »• 
deep  flMliag,  the  intense  ezdtamea^  wun 
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Buu^ested  thenuelTea  in  onr  large  cities,  at  a 
recent  date,  in  connection  with  this  subject ; 
bat  I  will  Bay,  that  Boch  instances  of  popular 
ex<dtement,  upon  sacb  occasions,  ought  never  to 
be  lost  u^t  of  hy  the  stateamen  of  this  coun- 
try, nor  will  tiiey  be  either  tauntingly  referred 
to,  or  slightly  regarded  by  any  man  who  has 
any  just  claim  to  the  rank  and  character  of  one. 
What  I  fear  upon  this  subject  is,  tb^  we  have 
only  arrived  at  the  first  stage  of  this  disonler 
— that  greater  embarrassments,  and  yet  wider 
spread  mischiefe,  awtut  us  in  the  progress  of 
it;  that  the  st^  of  the  enrreacy  is  yet  to 
become  a  sabject  of  deeper  and  more  perma- 
nent discontent;  that  the  blindness. of^ party 
pr^udice,  the  obstinacy  of  party  interest  and 
the  inCabiation  of  power,  will  defeat  every 
pmdent  remedy,  and  bring  on  a  crisis  of  open 
resistance  to  the  laws,  and  leave  the  instttu- 
tiona  of  the  country,  both  local  and  general,  a 
prey  to  anarchy.  This,  sir,  is  my  fear ;  and  I 
regard  this  bill  as  one  of  the  forerunners  of  a 
trun  of  measures,  on  tlie  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  are  well  calculated  to  lead  to  this 
last  and  most  fatal  calamity  which  can  befall  a 
country.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  warn  gentlemen  that, 
if  this  administration  shall  be  so  infatuated  as 
to  persevore  for  any  length  of  time  in  the 
policy  of  reqniring  the  pobfic  revenue  to  be  col- 
Jectea  in  gtAd  and  ^ver,  and  disborsed  among 
the  offiowolders,  oontraotors,  and  others,  de- 
pendent npon  the  Government,  while  the  only 
money  in  use  among  the  people  is  bank  paper, 
or  any  other  paper  of  less  value  than  gold  and 
silver — if  the  distinction  shall  be  attempted  to 
be  kept  up  much  longer  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people — gold  and  silver  for  the 
Government  aud  its  tr^ns  of  officials,  and  a 
depreciated  paper  for  the  people,  resistance 
most  and  will  come.  It  is  not  in  the  blood  of 
the  race  of  freemen  which  inhabit  this  free 
CO  on  try  to  snbmit  long  and  tamely  to  so  uiuust, 
exacting,  and  oppressive  a  course  of  policy. 
Antd  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  every  member 
ia  this  House,  who  shall  record  his  vote  in 
&Tor  of  this  bill,  that  he  thereby  sanctions  this 
arbitrary  and  ni^ust  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  draws  the  line  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  people  I  Pass  this  bill,  and  the 
Government  is  put  above  and  made  independ- 
ent of  the  people ;  tiiose  in  power  will  have 
the  means  of  carrying  out  tbeir  policy  in  de- 
fiance of  the  popular  will,  at  least  until  the 
people  shall  again  have  the  privilege  of  inter- 
posmg  through  the  elective  right.  I  have  seen 
stated,  that  this  objection,  that  any  distinc- 
tion is  made  by  the  present  course  of  things 
between  the  Government  and  the  people,  has 
been  refuted,  if  not  in  this  Ilouse,  in  another 
{dace ;  bat,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  the 
argoment  by- which  it  was  done,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  tho  power  of  argument  to  do 
ftaj  8a6h  thin^.  Again,  sir,  whoever  gives  bis 
BQpport  to  this  bill,  endorses  and  becomes  re- 
qwnsiblo  for  the  present  coarse  and  future 
poUcy  of  this  administration,  in  rdation  to  the 
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currency,  and  every  other  tntero«it  connected  • 
with  it.  And  let  no  one  delude  himself  with 
the  idea  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  men  in  power,  however  mis- 
chievous or  wicked  th^  designs.  Let  us  not 
underrate  the  genius  and  ability  of  those  who 
possess  the  guiding  inflaenco  over  our  public 
affiurs  at  the  present  juncture.  They  are  pro- 
foundly versed  in  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
of  the  motives  to  human  action.  They  are 
also  distingoisfaed-  for  great  caution,  secrecy, 
and  skill  in  effecting  their  purposes.  They 
possess  another  great  advantage  over  most  men 
who  have  attained  their  inflaence  and  station 
in  Government  and  society.  They  are  for  the 
most  part  entirely  reckless  of  all  conseqaenoes, 
except  saoh  as  relate  to  themselves,  and  affect 
their  interests.  Such  persons — such. advan- 
tages, are  not  to  be  sligntiy  regarded  by  those 
who  desire  to  restore  the  country  to  quiet  aod 

Srosperity.  Oan  we  who  sit  here  any  longer 
oubt  the  skill  of  the  administration  in  carry- 
ing their  measures  ?  Have  the  opposition  yet 
succeeded — is  there  any  probability  that  they 
will  succeed,  in  effecting  a  single  modification 
of  any  one  measnre  of  all  those  which  were  no 
doubt  prepared  before  we  sat  out  ftom  our 
homes,  which  have  been  submitted  to  us  mere- 
ly, as  it  would  seem,  that  we  might  confirm  by 
our  votes  what  long  since  had  been  resolved 
upon  and  fixed  by  uie  Exeontive  Department 
of  the  Government  1  No  facts,  however  stnh- 
bom  or  important — no  reasoning,  however  con- 
closive  and  unanswerable—have  theleast  effect; 
the  measures  must,  and,  it  seems,  will  be  car- 
ried. Althougli,  sir,  I  am  not  in  tlie  habit  of 
relying  upon  rumors  which  I  hear  out  of  doors, 
yet  I  nave  heard  it  stated  from  such  respectable 
sources  this  morning,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  had  such  entire  confidence  in  the 
succe.ta  of  every  measure  proposed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  and,  among  others,  the  bill 
now  under  discussion,  that  the  plates  for  print- 
ing the  notes  have  already  been  engraved,  and 
perhaps  the  notes  actualqr  stnick  off.  If  I  do 
any  injustice  to  the  Beoretary,  I  will  openly 
acknowledge  it  the  moment  the  statement  shaU 
be  denied  upon  his  antfaority.  Bat,  dr,  if  thb 
be  the  fact,  how  Idle,  how  absnrd,  are  all  our 
discussions  here?  Every  thing  is  fixed  and 
settied  by  an  inflaence  and  power  beyond  our 
control.  Hy  honorable  friend  from  Kentucl^ 
(Mr.  Undbbwood)  was  not  aware  of  the  ^ound 
upon  whidi  he  was  treading  last  evenmg,  in 

ftroposing  his  amendment,  and  in  what  a  di- 
emma  he  would  have  placed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  if  he  had  carried  it 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  destiny  of  this 
bill,  I  will  not  forbear  to  show  that  it  is  founded 
npon  a  pretext  whidi  is  ntterly  unfounded. 
Sir,  there  Is  no  defidt  in  the  Treasury  which  It 
has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  administration 
to  produce — which  they  have  not  designedly 
created,  and  which  they  cannot  amply  sapp^ 
without  the  dd  of  this  bill.  I  say,  air,  that 
there  U  no  evidence  before  ns,  ot  before  the 
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public,  that  there  is,  or  is  likely  to  be,  any  defi- 
oieDor  of  means  in  the  Treasmy  to  meet  all 
the  demands  upon  it  during  ^e  remaininff 
quarter  of  the  year,  except  this  bill ;  by  which 
it  seems  that  ten  millions  of  dollu*s  are  required 
by  the  administration  for  the  public  service. 
Every  other  <nrcamBtance  in  the  conduct  of 
the  administration  indicates  an  overflowing 
Treasury.  At  the  very  moment,  and  during  the 
entire  period,  within  which  it  might  be  sup- 
posed this  alleged  deficiency  of  means  in  the 
Treasury  would  he  felt  or  apprehended,  what 
has  been  the  miiform  course  of  the  administra- 
tion? One  of  nniform  extraTsgance  and  pro- 
ftaston,  as  fiir  as  Uie  expoiditares  ol  the  pnbHe 
BMatfjs  are  conoemed.  Heed  I  refer  to  the 
evidenoe  furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  the  En^neer  Department,  which  has  been 
laid  upon  onr  table,  that  special  instructions 
had  been  issued  last  spring  that  the  moneys 
appropriated  should  be  expended  as  speedily  as 
possible  t  Need  I  recapitulate  the  facts,  that 
four  millions  of  dollars  asked  at  the  last  session 
for  the  support  of  the  Florida  war,  are  stated 
to  have  been  already  exhaosted,  and  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  more  are  demanded,  and  yet  the 
campaign  has  not  opened :  that,  jud^ng  from 
the  acoonnts  which  we  see  in  the  pnbho  papers, 
and  from  rumors,  seven  or  eight  thousand 
troops  are  about  belnff  eolleeted  to  oppose  some 
fifteen  hundred  hostile  Indians  and  negroes? 
I>oes  this  look  like  an  exhausted  Treasury! 
But  we  need  not  go  so  far  for  proofs  of  the 
true  condition  of  the  Treasury.  Look  around 
you,  sir,  and  reflect  upon  the  scenes  that  are 
passing  before  our  eyes  almost  every  day.  How 
many  delegations  from  far  distant  tribes  of 
Indians  have  we  seen  during  this  short  session, 
decked  out  in  all  the  extravagant  and  fantastic 
trappings  of  savage  pomp  and  vanity,  come, 
sir,  for  the  purpose,  and  according  to  a  now 
well-established  system  of  policy,  of  supplying 
the  deficits  whidi  have  lately  been  felt  in  the 
coffers  al  some  fliTorite  oflScebolders,  jobbers, 
or  agents  of  some  kind,  whidi  swarm  upon 
your  north-western  frontier?  We  know,  sir, 
that  this  has  been  regarded  as  a  great  abase  for 
the  last  ten  years,  yet  we  see  it  daily  increasing. 
80  imposing  and  pompoua  an  exhibition  of 
bands  of  savages  from  onr  Western  frontier,  I 
believe  has  never  before  been  witnessed  in  this 
city,  as  during  the  present  short  session.  We 
have  regular  and  formal  bulletins  announcing 
their  movements  in  all'  the  daily  papers  of  the 
city ;  and  thousands  of  the  rendent  and  visiting 
population  are  frequently  entertMned  by  public 
councils  held  with  them  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  some  of  the  public  bnUdlDgs  in  the 
Oonrt  end  of  the  city.  It  Is  even  left  donbtfril, 
whether  the  interest  got  up  by  t^ese  exhibitions 
has  sot  -surpassed,  for  the  time,  that  inspired 
by  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  weighty  and 
important  as  the  matters  are  which  brought  as 
together. 

But,  sir,  tiiere  is  a  much  better  way  yet  of 
supplying  any  posnble  deficiency  of  means  in 


the  Treasury,  and  at  the  some  time  ei  tiSkrh 
ing  the  t>«ople  as  well  as  the  GovenuDol 
I  have  said  there  is  no  deficit  in  the  TrssniT 
but  such  a  one  as  the  administration,  in  m 
exercise  their  discretion,  and  to  farther  their 
schemes  of  future  policy,  had  created.  I  hm 
already  shown  that,  by  continuing  the  practice 
of  drawing  upon  the  deposit  bonks,  as  hereto- 
fore, the  deficit  vanishes ;  but,  say  the  friendi 
of  the  administration,  we  want  to  mfip\j  s 
medium  of  exchange ;  we  wish  to  pot  into  d^ 
culation  a  species  of  paper  in  the  shape  of  Trm- 
ury  notes,  which  will  be  a  relief  to  the  ooaatiy 
just  at  this  time.  Hy  remedy  for  mj  real  or 
pretended,  defidt  in  Uie  Treasury,  and  the  one 
which  is  certainly  called  for  by  the  snfiering 
condition  of  the  conntiy,  is  to  compel  the  Gov- 
ernment to  recognize  and  accredit  the  only  cir- 
culating medium  which  has  anj  e»ilence  in 
the  country,  by  receiving  and  dlsbarrii^  the 
public  revenue  in  it  And  the  most  sorpriung 
feature  in  the  history  of  the  times,  is  that  a 
whole  people  would  so  long  submit  without  ta- 
mult  and  open  violaticai  of  the  orderofthe£x' 
ecntive  requiring  all  dues  to  the  Govranme^to 
be  collect^  in  gold  and  silver.  Gold  andnbtr 
no  longer  ciroulat&— they  are  only  to  be  acquired 

Sparahaae  and  by  paying  a  price  regnlstsd 
e  any  other  artide  of  property,  by  the  pro- 
portion between  the  supply  and  the  deauBd. 
They  are  articles  bought  and  sold  just  like  asy 
other  commodity  of  trade,  and  bare,  moreover, 
been  rendered  scarce  and  high  by  the  great  de- 
mand whidi  has  existed  to  i>ay  forugn  deUs, 
and  by  being  hoarded  in  banks  and  hy  indiyid- 
uals.  An  example  of  equal  daring,  on  the  put 
of  the  administration  of  a  Govemmect,  does  act 
exist  on  record.  The  most  arbitrary  and  dcs- 
potio  monarch  that  ever  sat  upon  a  thraie, 
would  not  have  dared  to  issue  such  an  edieCH 
went  forth  from  the  Executive  of  this  Goven* 
ment  after  the  deposit  banks  suspended  G^ede 
payment ;  nor  would  the  power  of  aay 
tyrant  have  been  safe  under  audi  an  enai- 
ment  It  is  (mly  in  a  Government  at  ksti 
nominally  free,  and  dohning  to  act  in  the  asme 
of  the  people,  that  such  a  measure  codd  bs 
sustained  at  all ;  and,  but  for  the  intetesto 
party,  wliich  have  for  some  years  been  pars' 
monnt  to  every  other  in  this  country,  evco  ii 
this  free  government  the  administration  wooU 
have  been  compelled  to  have  convoked  Con- 
gress, or  to  have  permitted  the  puUic  taxa 
to  be  paid  in  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country  within  one  month  from  tlie  oon>- 
mencement  of  a  difi'srent  experiment  Ths 
present  bill  proposes  to  sustain  this  grtMB  out- 
rage upon  the  ]>eople ;  the  attempt  to  coDert  a 
revenue  of  tw  enty-flve  or  thirty  millions  ef  dol- 
lars, not  m  the  circulating  medium  of  the  cona- 
try,  which  the  Ooveniment  r^ects  and  mm^ 
but  in  an  article  of  trafSo,  in  a  species  of  prop- 
erty which  must  be  bought  at  auy  sacrifice,  and 
when  it  is  collected  is  to  be  poured  into  the  lap 
of  a  favorite  and  preferred  class.  No  other 
Government  could  stand  onder  sodi  an  experi- 
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neot  nxtr  days.  I  call  npou  th«  House,  hj 
i^eetiiw  tJiis  bill,  to  cot^  the  adminiifaatiwi 
to  ftbandoa  tUs  mjnst,  and  before  nnheard-of 

pdioy. 

Mr.  Bbosson  said ;  Hr.  Bpeaker,  I  bare  lis- 
tMied  to  tbo  debates  on  this  bill,  and  given  them 
all  dae  atteotioa;  and  tfae  Toriotis  objections 
whioh  have  been  raised  ia  the  progress  of  this 
diidUsttHi  agaiofit  an  issue  of  Treasory  notes, 
have  received  from  me  attentive  consideration. 

I  was  in  fovor  of  the  project  from  the  first,  if 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  was  snch  as  to  war- 
mt  it,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  yet  which  to 
my  miod  U  a  sufficient  objection  against  it. 
lit  ns  Idok  for  a  moment  to  the  ground  which 
we  oooapy  in  r^tttm  to  this  matter,  and  the 
pointat  which  we  have  arrived  in  this  diacnsrion. 

Ts  it  not,  rir,  a  conceded  point  that  the  Treaa- 
iry  ia  nearly  or  quite  exhausted — that  in  a 
dwrt  time  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  money, 
either  by  loan  or  othericise,  unless  the  una- 
vulable  fiuds  now  in  hand  can  be  realized  ?  I 
iball  not  here  go  into  a  review  of  the  financial 
eonditioQ  ol  the  country,  or  the  state  of  the 
Treasary,  as  exhibited  by  the  Secretary's  re- 
prat,  or  the  varioos  explanations  of  that  report, 
which  have  been  made  on  this  floor.   I  asenme 
the  position  that  there  is  no  money  in  the 
Treasary,  or  that  such  will  be  the  case  very 
duirtly — and  that  money  is  needed  to  carry  on 
the  operaticMis  of  the  Ooremment.  We  are 
told  so  b^r  the  Seeretaxy  of  the  Treasury,  and 
by  the  chwrman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keans.   The  whole  of  this  debate  hav  proceed- 
ed upon  tliat  supposition ;  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tenues- 
see,  (Mr.  Bsii^)  and  perh^M  one  or  two  othera, 
Boah  has  been  allowed  to  be  the  true  state  of 
the  Treasury  by  all  who  have  addressed  the 
House  on  this  subject.   There  can  be  no  ques- 
tion that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  point  that  is 
DOW  presented  is  simply,  in  what  manner  shall 
we  r^enish  the  Treasury ;  I  say  merely  the 
Treasury,  and  not  an  exhausted  or  bankrupt 
Tnasory;  for,  rir,  we  have  aro^e  resources, 
H  eoon  as  they  can  be  reaUzed,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxes  or  duties.'  It  is  only  necessary  to 
reaort  to  some  temporary  expedient  to  ^enable 
the  Government  to  go  on  and  to  furnish  the 
Treasury  with  the  necessary  means,  until  the 
debta  due  to  the  Government,  and  the  ample 
bat  at  present  unavulable  means  which  we 
hare,  can  be  realized  without  unnecessary  dis- 
treas  or  pressure  upon  the  people. 

You  have  now,  sir,  upon  your  table,  a  bill 
po0^>ODtDg  the  payment  of  duty  bonds  nine 
months,  and  another,  allowiug  time  to  the 
deposit  banks  to  pa^  the  balances  due  from 
tbMKL  neither  of  which  are  yet  acted  upon  in 
this  House,  but  both  of  which,  so  &r  as  any 
opinion  has  been  elicited,  meet  with  universal 
fsTor.  In  fact,  nr,  I  doubt  whether  there  is  a 
member  on  this  floor  who  is  not  prepared  to 
asipport  both  of  Uiose  measures;  ana  gentlemen 
opposed  to  the  administration  and.  to  this  bUl, 
are  supposed  to  be  particularly  &Torable  to 


[H.  or  R. 

those.  Con  gentlemen  of  the  oppofdtlon,  then, 
fiul  to  see  the  effect  that  the  defeat  of  this  bill 
most  have  upon  those  measures?  Are  they 
sincere  in  desiring  a  ddlay  upon  the  duty  bonds, 
and  the  allowance  of  fturther  time  to  the  de- 
posit banks,  and  yet  oppose  this  measure, 
which  if  defeated  must  necessarily  result  in 
the  defeat  of  both  those  bilhi !  Are  they  will- 
ing to  assume  the  responsibility  of  denying 
any  extension  to  the  banks,  or  on  the  duty  bonds, 
which  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
refusing  to  pass  this  bill!  I  apprehend,  sir, 
that  gentlemen  have  not  duly  weighed  these 
oonBideratioos,  and  yet  it  woiud  seem  impossi- 
ble that  they  oan  have  overlooked  tiie  foot  that, 
by  exaotiug  immediate  payment  of  the  duty 
bonds  and  bank  balances,  not  only  the  security 
or  safety  of  the  debts  might  be  wdangered,  but 
that  increased  pressure  and  distress  must  be  felt 
through  all  the  ramifications  of  society ;  and 
yet,  sir,  how  can  that  resnlt  be  avoided  if  Uiis 
bill  is  defeated  ? 

Bnt,  sir,  another  and  more  weighty  oUeetioo 
is  now  urged  to  this  bill.  After  it  bsd  been 
debated  nearly  two  days,  it  was  suddenly  dis- 
covered to  be  an  enemy  in  disguise ;  a  scheme 
fraught  with  all  sorts  of  mischief  to  the  country 
and  danger  to  our  institutions ;  in  short,  an  in- 
cipient step  towards  a  Treasury  bank,  as  an  en- 
tering wedge  towards  a  permanent  nalioual 
paper  currency.  The  changes  have  been  rmut 
upon  these  words  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  nntu 
the  ear  is  weary  of  the  repetition ;  ana  like  the 
<dd  United  States  Bonk,  which  tiie  gentieman 
from  Massachusetts  insisted  bad  become  a  kind 
of  "  stalking  horse  "  in  this  House,  sir,  this  idea 
of  a  "Treasury Bank"  "a  Government  piq>er 
currency  "  has  become  akind  of  "  stalking  horse  '* 
to  this  bill,  which  is  led  in  u^n  this  floor  by 
every  speaker  of  the  opposition,  to  frighten 
members  out  of  their  votes  in  favor  of  this 
measnre.  Kovr,  sir,  X  am  as  much  opposed  to 
a  'iVeasury  bank  as  any  of  the  gentlemen  who 
oppose  this  bill ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  in  op* 
poung  any  measnre  which  wouM  be  an  indpi- 
ent  stop  towards  such  an  institution,  or  to- 
wards tlie  establishment  of  an  irreMemable 
Government  paper  currency,  as  the  most  patri- 
otic of  th«n ;  but,  after  a  very  candid  exami- 
nation of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  and  after 
a  careful  perusal  of  the  bill,  I  cannot  discov(H> 
the  lorking  dangers  with  which  other  gentle- 
men seem  to  think  it  is  fraught.  I  am  not  able 
to  perceive  any  foundation  for  a  Treasury  bank 
or  for  a  permanent  Government  paper  currency  * 
lurking  abont  the  bill,  or  incident  to  it.  It  is, 
sir,  a  very  plain,  intelligible  bill,  just  what  it 
purports  to  l>e  on  the  face  of  it,  and  meaning 
nothing  more  than  is  expressed ;  a  mere  tem- 
porary expedient,  to  enable  the  TVeasnry,  by  an 
UBue  of  'masory  notes  to  a  limited  amount, 
to  fblfil  its  oblivions ;  tiius  anticipating  the 
moneys  due  to  the  Government,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  do  it  withoat  loving  any  taxes  or 
new  duties.  The  issue  of  Treasary  notes  is 
0(mfined  to  ten  milUonS|  beywd  wbkih  amonnt 
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no  Issne  can  be  made ;  and,  to  make  asattrance 
donblf  sure,  I  will  myself  propose  the  amend- 
ment offered  in  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  by 
the  ^atleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Johnson,) 
limitmg  the  time  within  which  these  notes  shall 
be  issaed  to  the  first  of  June,  1839,  or  some 
other  shorter  time,  so  as  to  throw  around  the 
bill  oil  those  safeguards  nec^saiy  to  render  it, 
as  it  is  intended  to  be,  and  as  it  porporta  to  be 
on  the  face  of  it,  a  measure  merely  temporary. 
67  the  passage  of  this  bill,  we  shall,  sir,  be  able  to 
extend  all  reasonable  indulgence  to  the  Govern- 
ment debtors,  at  a  time  when  it  is  not  only  the 
'  interest  but  the  duty  of  the  GoTernment  to  do 
so;  we  shall  fami^  a  temporary  circnlation 
which  may  and  will  he  used,  not  only  as  a  re- 
mittance to  Europe,  but  between  the  different 
parts  of  the  Union ;  which  will  have  a  tendency 
to  eqaali^e  exchanges,  retain  our  specie  from 
foreign  exportation,  restore  commercial  confi- 
dence,.and  in  every  way  relieve  the  country, 
without  injary  to  the  Government  or  danger  to 
onr  institutions.  I  say  without  danger  to  our 
institotioBS ;  for  really,  dr,  I  cannot  see  the 
least  shadow  m  fonnd^ion  for  the  apiniehen- 
riona  of  gentlemen  on  Uwt  point.  This  is  a 
measure  which  has  before  been  adopted  by  this 
Government,  and  vrithout  any  objection  as  to 
its  constitutionality.  It  is  no  new  experiment, 
tori  no  triflmg  witii  the  snpposed  powers  given 
ns  by  the  constitntion ;  but  the  judicious  exer* 
oise  of  those  powers  clearly  granted,  and  an 
exercise  sanctioned  as  well  by  authority  of  a 
former  Congress,  as  by  sound  discretion  and  a 
just  regard  for  a  suffeiins  country. 

Mr.  UA.LBTED  entered  mto  an  argument  to 
prove  that  Treasury  notes  were  bills  of  credit, 
and  therefore  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion.  He  quoted  the  Message  of  General  Jack- 
son  in  1686,  Judge  Marshall,  and  various  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  support  of  his 
position.    He  was,  therefore,'  unwilling  to 

five  to  the  administration  the  power  of  issuing 
reasury  notes,  as  they  evidently  had  no  right 
so  to  do. 

He  contended  that  the  language  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  the  bill  itself,  indicated  that  the 
notes  were  intended  to  form  a  constituent  part 
of  the  corrency,  which  of  itself  was  a  sufficient 
objection.  He  also  opposed  the  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  provided  no  fund  for  the  re- 
demption of  such  notes,  and  quoted  authorities 
to  utow  that  Government  debts  should  never 
be  incurred  without  some  ntedfio  means  beii^ 
appropriated  for  their  liqnidataon.  It  was  like- 
wise ms  (H>inion  that  the  issne  of  Treasu^ 
notes  wouldprevent  the  bulks  resuming  specie 
payment.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  would  lay  the  foundation  of  a  Treasury 
bauL  and  add  to  the  Executive  power,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  buy  up  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

f  A  great  number  of  smendments  were  then  offered 
to  the  blU,  and  successively  rejected ;  when — ] 

[Oct.  9.1 — The  question  recurring  on  agreeing 
with  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  on  the  state 


of  the  Union  in  the  whcde  amendments  to  the 
bill .  OS  amended,  (being  a  sabstitution  of  the 
House  bill,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Southoatk's  mo- 
tion, as  for  the  Senate's  bill,)  it  was  dedded  \fj 
—yeas  128,  nays  99. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  s 
third  reading,  it  was  decided  as  follows  : 

Tkas. — Hessrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Athertos, 
Beatty,  Bcime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bordtn, 
BooltUii,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Broyn,  Bnduiiui, 
Bynam,  Jdm  Calhofm,  Cambreleng,  John  Csmpbdl, 
Timothy  J.  Carter,  ^aoey,  Chapman,  Cill^,  CU- 
bome,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Ctaig,  Cniy, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeOraff^  Dromgotde,  Doncin,  Ed- 
wards, Fairington,  Furfield,  Foster,  James'Gariuid, 
Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascod^,  Grantlatid,  Grant, 
Gray,  Haley,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Hawea,  Hawkins, 
Haynes,  Holscy,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H. 
Hunter,  Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jabes  Jadcnm, 
Henry  Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jonea, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Eikore,  KUngensnadi, 
Lswler,  Legare,  Lcadbetter,  togut,  A.  Loobue, 
Lyon,  J.  H.  Mason,  Martin,  Maxwell,  McKay,  Robert 
Meaellan,  Abnbam  McCleUan,  McCiare,  McKtn^ 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  8.  W.  Morris,  MnUot- 
berg,  Murray,  Noble,  Noyes,  Owmis,  Paboer,  Pntar, 
Parmenter,  Paynter,  Fennybacker,  FetriUn,  Fkdn 
Plumer,  Pope,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Rtay, 
Khett,  Riohardaon,  mves,  Sbelto,  Oiqilor,  SaiA, 
Spencer,  Stewart,  <  Taylor,  Thomao,  Htns,  Toooey, 
Towns,  Tumey,  Vail,  Vanderveer,  Wwmer,  WA- 
ster,  Weeks,  T.  T.  WhittlMey,  Jaxed  W.  WilBflBi, 
Worthington,  Tell— 127. 

NxTS. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AQen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aycriffi,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Btiggg, 
W.  B.  Calhoun,  WiUiam  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Chamben, 
Cheatham,  Childs,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crodtett,  Omti^ 
Cuahing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Daries,  Deberry,  Dn- 
nis,  Dunn,  Elmore,  Everett,  Ewing,  R.  Retdter,  RD- 
more.  Fry,  Gray,  Goode,  James  Graham,  WT  Qnibm, 
Graves,  GrenneU,  GrifSn,  Halsted,  Harian,  Hnpo; 
Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoflhian,  B.  IL  T.  Hmtfr, 
Jenifer,  W.  0.  Johnson,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  A  W. 
Loomis,  MallotT,  Harrin,  &  Mason,  Maoiy,  MeEa- 
nan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  HilUgan,  M.  Morris,  G.  If  cni^ 
Naylor,  Ogle,  Patterson,  Pearoe,  Peck,  PluIIipi, 
Potta,  Beed,  Bencher,  Bidgway,  Bobertson,  Banoey, 
Ranell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  C.  Sbep- 
ard,  Shields,  ^ley,  Slade,  Snyder,  Soothrate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Stuattoo,  ^Ulaferro,  Thompson,  Underwood, 
Albert  &  White,  J.  Wfait^  E.  WUttleeey^  Wil- 
liams, B.  Wnmams,  J.  h.  VnUiams,  a  H.  WnBuiii^ 
Wise,  Yorke— 98. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Tuesday,  October  10. 
The  Sub-Tr»aaury  Bill. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maine,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pioeeks,  the  Senate  bill, 
for  imposing  additional  duties  as  depositaries, 
in  certain  cases,  on  public  officers,  was  takm  ap. 

fix.  PiOKBKB  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not 
disposed  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  tiiis 
"committee,  by  discussing  minutely  those  aln 
struse  questions  connected  with  corrency  aad 
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trade.  I  too  well  nnderatand  the  sagacity  of 
this  committee,  and  its  profoand  common  sense, 
to  detain  them  long  upon  those  Bubjeots.  I 
know  well,  sir,  that  for  a  man  to  discourse  here 
upon  currency,  trade,  md  commerce,  at  least  if 
he  expects  to  command  the  attention  of  this 
body,  he  most  have  a  high  character  for  ex- 
perience, and  be  blessed  also  with  a  good  old 
ige.  Tea,  if  he  expects  to  entertain  this  House 
upon  those  abstmae  qaestiona,  he  must  first  put 
on  the  **  powdered  wig  "  and  top-boots," 
and  place  himself  on  the  "tripod,"  and  talk 
about  trade  and  commerce  beyond  the  waters, 
and  in  another  hemiqihere,  thirtjyor  forty  years 
ago.  8ooh  a  man  would  be  listened  to  as  a 
Mge,  particularly  if  he  stepped  forth  as  the  ad- 
voeaie  of  some  peculiar  theory,  or  if  he  ascribed 
tiie  prevailing  embarrassments  to  some  foreign 
or  remote  cause,  or  declared  them  to  be  owing 
to  causes  beyond  our  control ;  to  Bomething 
that  operated  deeply  upon  the  community, 
which  they  coold  neither  foresee  nor  avert  I 
If  one  were  to  proclaim  the  doctrine  that  our 
■offering  and  rum  have  sprang  from  over*8peo- 
nlaUon,  over-trading^  or  extravagance,  or  a 
eombiiuitioa  of  them  all;  or  if  he  were  to  say 
thtt  many  a  man  had  beea  bronght  to  bank- 
ruptcy and  poverty  b^  dashing  f<nth  in  a  coach 
aiM  foar,  with  splendid  dama^  curtains,  Brus- 
ttls  carpets,  and  broad  mirrors,  upon  a  capital 
la  reality  of  but  three  hundred  dollars,  with  a 
credit  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  he  would  ad- 
vance such  sentiments  but  to  call  dowu  upon 
Mb  head  the  denunciations  of  the  wise  in  thia 
enlightened  age  for  his  folly  and  his  madness  I 
Bat  while  I  am  not  dinrased  minutely  to  touch 
tbue  intricate  points,  I  cannot  altogether  over- 
look them  without  a  passing  notice. 

The  inunediate  causes,  bUtj  of  our  distress 
ante  from  that  peculiar  system  of  credit  and 
onrrenoy  whid^  has,  for  the  last  five  years, 
been  enlarged  so  eztoirivelj  both  in  England 
and  in  this  country.  In  England,  during  the 
year  1836  alone,  no  less  than  two  hundred 
joint-stock  banks  were  created;  the  infiuence 
of  which  was  deeply  felt,  first  in  that  oonnbry, 
and  then  in  this.  Vast  facilities  were  extended 
to  OUT  capitalists,  while,  also,  they  received  an 
extension  of  the  credit  system  here,  connected 
vith  a  peculiar  juncture  in  our  afikirs  during 
the  same  period.  The  Bonk  of  the  United 
States  was  about  to  wind  up,  or  was  supposed 
to  be  about  to  wind  up,  its  concerns.  For 
twenty  years  bad  that  iiutitation  held  a  con- 
M  over  the  cnrrenoy  and  exchanges  of  the 
vrnntry,  and  hundreoL  I  mi^t  dmoat  say 
tbouanda,  of  other  inatitntiouBwere  created  in 
nder  to  supply  the  dwnand  in  the  circulating 
nediam  which,  it  was  supposed,  would  ensue 
vpOD  the  deoease  of  that  bank.  We  all  know 
too,  (I  refer  to  these  thin^  aa  matters  of  hls- 
twyO  that  a  war  at  that  time  was  carried  on 
■Ssinst  that  institution ;  and  that,  for  the  por- 
pow  of  creating  oounter  interests  in  society,  the 
depoata  of  this  Government  were  placed  in 
local  inrtitationa;  and  that  tbrae  latter,  aftw 
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being  made  the  fiscal  agents  of  this  Government, 
with  an  immense  surplns,  were  expressly  en- 
couraged, nay  more,  enjoined,  to  enlarge  their 
circulation.  This,  connected  with  the  extended 
credit  system  in  Great  Britain,  and  the  long 
peace  which  had  engendered  confidence,  pro- 
ducing large  investments  of  foreign  capital  in 
our  stocks,  bad  the  effect  of  expanding  our 
local  currency  and  credits,  and  produced  a  gi- 
gantic system  of  Bpeoulmon  and  enterprise 
never  witnessed  in  any  age  or  country  bubre, 
I  do  not  allude  to  tlie  increased  amount  of  mere 
issues  alone;  but  the  bills,  checks,  and  other 
substitutes  for  money  which  these  banks 
brought  into  circulation.  This  produced  a 
bloated  system  of  credit,  which,  with  the  ap- 
parent prosperity  of  the  times,  seemed  to  ex- 
pand and  place  unbounded  means  within  the 
grasp  of  almost  every  individual  member  of 
society.  He  seemed  to  breathe  a  new  atmos- 
phere, and  gaze  alone  uppn  the  splendid  fortune 
that  glittered  before  his  excited  imagination. 

This  system  has  one  remarkably  peculiar 
feature.  It  growa  up,  ia  fostered  and  nourished 
under  free  mstitutions.  But  there  ia  another 
remarkable  ininciple  in  it,  that,  after  it  has 
spread  itadf  into  aU  the  ramifications  of  socie^i 
then,  air,  those  who  depend  upon  it,  and  are 
deeply  identified  with  it,  (although  at  first 
springing  up  under  free  institutions,)  soon  be- 
come disposed  to  lean,  for  aid  and  support, 
upon  any  Government,  do  matter  how  de^tio, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  ahoek  by  reform 
or  revolution. 

The  slightest  irregular  movement  of  the  Gov- 
enunent  must  neceesarily  produce  an  electric 
shock  in  this  delicate  and  vital  credit  system, 
which  would  be  felt,  and  extend  from  the  cen- 
tre to  the  drcnmfarenoe  of  all  society.  It  can 
only  live  under  a  f^  GoTermnent,  as  &r  re- 
moved from  it  as  poanble ;  and,  if  it  be  once 
brought  into  contact  with  a  lawless  Govern- 
ment, it  must  either  fall  all  t(^ther,  or  lean 
upon  that  Government  for  protection  and  sup- 
port, and  become  intimately  identified  with  it. 
Now  I  am  about  to  refer  to  sometldng  whi<^ 
belongs  to  the  history  of  this  question,  and 
which  haa  happened  within  the  last  four  or 
five  years.  To  my  mind,  it  is  an  example  not 
to  be  disregarded,  but  presents  a  lesson  of  pro- 
found wisdom,  whioh  no  one  can  reflect  upon 
without  profit.  The  war  made  upon  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  seizure  the  pub- 
lic deposits — a  SMznre  without  law — OMUwd 
local  institutions  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  an  all-poweiAil  hand 
here,  dispenring  autiiiction  aud  patrooage  and 
wealth,  until  aU  aociety  became,  as  it  were,  de- 
pendent upon  his  will  and  movements.  Let  no 
man  be  induced  to  create  the  same  state  of 
things  again,  when  a  bold  and  darii^  genius 
may  be  tempted  to  run  the  same  career,  and 
bring  the  property  and  honest  industry  of  the 
country  under  the  will  and  mercy  of  him  who 
may  give  life  and  aool  to  this  Federal  Qovem- 
ment. 
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This  conflict  prodaoed  a  tranoidons  shook, 
and  even  the  banking  system  itself  the  local 
Institnttons,  created  for  the  express  parpoed  of 
snstuning  the  warfare  against  toat  overuiadow- 
ing  central  institntion,  have  been  paralyzed,  for 
a  time  at  least,  under  its  desolating  effects. 
And  here  I  will  say,  that  though  I  ever  be- 
lieved in  the  anconstitationality  of  that  institn- 
tion,  yet  those  who  made  war  upon  it  never 
could  have  snoceeded  without  raising  op  pow- 
eifbl  local  antagonist  intererta.  The  effeot  of 
that  war  was  felt  from  one  end  of  the  iMnmtry 
to  the  other,  and  the  consequence  was,  that 
aagadous  capitalists  in  stocks,  ready  for  any 
resolt,  began  to  look  elsewhere  for  safe  invest- 
ments; and  hence  it  was  that  we  find  snch 
extensive  investments  in  real  estate,  to  the 
amonnt  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  in  two  years 
alone,  in  the  pablio  lands,  besides  upward  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  other  real  estate  speo- 
iilati<ms,  snch  as  town  and  village  property,  &c. 
This  conflict  against  credit,  deeply  affecting 
oorrency,  was  anticipated  by  ci^italists,  who 

Ereferreid  risking  the  loss  of  something  in  the 
igh  prices  of  real  estate,  to  a  probable  loss  d 
ah.  It  was  at  leart  investing  in  something  be- 
ytmd  total  destmotion  from  an  arbitrary  Gov- 
ernment. 

BIt,  wben  this  change  began,  and  the  capital- 
ists began  to  contract  their  credit,  tbe  banking 
institntions  of  the  conntry  also  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  contract  too.  And  what  was  the 
result  I  Why,  the  resolt  was  exactlj  what  we 
DOW  experience. 

Approaching  this  juncture,  viz.  in  1836,  the 
deposit  act  was  passed,  to  be  carried  into  effect 
in  18S7.  I  was  a  sapporter  of  that  law,  sir, 
bat  I  understood  it  at  that  time,  aa  I  now  un- 
derstand it  to  be,  in  the  nature  of  a  Mil  for  gen- 
eral account  and  settlement  witii  those  insuta- 
tions  which  hadj  np  to  that  time,  leaned  upon, 
and  been  snstamed  by,  tbe  credit  and  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government.  They  were  there- 
fore compelled  by  that  distribution  or  deposit 
act,  and  particular^  in  the  peculiar  manner  in 
which  it  was  executed,  to  come  to  a  general 
account  Their  paper  was  necessarily  com- 
pelled to  be  "convertible"  paper,  or  they 
themselves  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments. This  ciroumstanoe,  connected  with  our 
immense  foreign  debt,  and  the  demand  thereby 
produced  for  specie,  or  its  representative, 
abroul,  brought  about  this  result;  that  is, 
bronght  us  to  the  present  condition  of  the 
ooontrj,  under  a  general  suspenmon  of  spede 
puinents  by  the  banks. 

But,  ICr.  Ch^rman,  I  will  say  here  that  the 
great  and  radical  difficulty,  and,  in  fiujt,  tbe 
primiuy  cause,  that  produced  the  present  state 
of  thin^  arises  from  the  peculiar  currency, 
which,  in  modem  times,  has  so  much  extended 
itself  in  Great  Britain  and  in  this  country,  and 
its  peculiar  capaoit7  for  expansion  and  contrac- 
tion, in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of 
banks  and  bankers ;  and  particularly  from  the 
fact,  that  there)  as  her^  the  system  has  de- , 
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pended  upon  and  been  so  deeplj  identified  with 
Grovemment,  and  its  financial  action,  for  aof- 
port  and  extennve  credit.  This  is  the  real  aad 
radical  cause  which  has  produced  tins  gntt 
shock  in  our  mod«n  Vnfang  and  ao3^  ^ 
tem. 

Sir,  under  this  Buspenson  of  specie  pajmenti 
the  Government  is  found  in  a  peculiar  sitoa. 
tion.  Under  the  law  of  1816  it  can  reodve^  in 
payment  of  its  duea,  nothing  but  gold  snd  m1> 
ver,  or  convertiblo  pwer,  or  notes  of  the  tiuu 
Bank  of  the  United  States;  the  Utter  dsue 
became,  however,  practically  repealed  whcs 
these  institntAons  suspended  specie  payment 
thereby  making  their  paper  inconvertible. 
Then  there  was,  in  fact,  under  the  prorisiaos 
of  the  law,  an  immediate  separation  or  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country.  Under  the  law,  the  Goremmait 
could  not  take  inconvertible  paper,  and  con- 
vertible paper  did  not  exist  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  with  the  honorable  ei- 
ception,  perhaps,  of  one  or  two  banks  in  the 
State  of  Georda,  and  a  siiwle  small  institiitioa 
in  the  State  Ohio.  And  now,  sir,  the  great 
questibn  presented  to  this  committee  is,  not 
whether  yon  will  separate  the  banks  frton  the 
Government,  because  tbat  is  already  dime,  bat 
the  great  question  is,  whether  and  how  we 
shall  reunite  the  Government  and  the  bshbi 
Under  this  view  of  the  case,  we  have  three 
alt«matives  presented  to  ns : 

The  first  IS,  to  reunite  ourselves,  or  nthtt 
the  Government,  with  tbe  State  institntions,  ia 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  onmected 
for  the  last  three  or  fonr  jears. 

The  second  is,  the  propoution  creating  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  national  instits- 
ticm  to  conduct  the  fiscal  operations  of  tloi 
Govenanent,  snd  r^ulate  the  exehangfls  ui 
currenoj  of  the  country. 

ITie  third  is,  the  proportion  on  your  table, 
sir,  to  separate  the  Govonmoit  and  its  agenti 
from  all  banks  whatever. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  first  propodtiMi :  if  we 
do  not  separate  the  Government  from  tbe  banb 
in  this  peculiar  juncture  of  our  affair^  we  never 
can  separate  them.  The  system  wiU  be  fixed 
upon  us  forever,  and  we  compelled  to  ran  U>e 
same  round  we  have  done  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years  in  periodical  terras,  and  then  be  io 
the  same,  or  worse  condition — distracted  sad 
embarrassed  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other. 

Now,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  I  have  beard  i  neat 
deal  as  to  the  comparison  between  the  Stat* 
bank  system,  as  it  is  called,  and  the  jM^aa 
policy  of  separating  tbe  Government  and  its 
agents  from  all  banks  whatever.  I  have  heud 
too  much  declamation  and  no  littie  denuncia- 
tion of  that  system,  that  it  is  the  most  oiU- 
rageons  proposition  ever  presented  to  tbe  Amer- 
ican people ;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  Treasnry  banL 
Tea,  sir,  I  have  heard  much  declamation  upon 
that  subject,  both  here  and  elsewhere^  (better 
suited  to  newspaper  p<^cs  than  grave  legi^ 
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tion,)  but  I  coottm  to  jon  that  that  dedaina- 
tioo  otHj  renunds  me  very  strongly  of  the  de- 
■oiption  of  a  certain  grondilcqnent  class  of 
poets  which  a  profound  and  polished  ancioit 
critic  describes  as  swelliog — 

"  Inecptta  grSTlbu  plenimane  et  nufiu  profeasli, 
rBrpnnu,  lit«  qnl  iptaiMMt,  turns  «t  alter 
Awnitar  piuuuu?' 

It  is  not  pretended  that  this  system  is  perfect, 
becasse  yon  cannot  present  any  system  to  the 
people  that  is  so.  All  qoestions  npra  which  a 
practical  l^slator  is  called  to  act  mTOlre  more 
or  lees  a  comparison  of  evila^  aaa  we  must  not 
adopt  any  measure  as  perfect,  bnt  as  embracing 
the  lesser  evil.  We  must  go  on  to  perfect  de- 
tails after  tho  establishment  of  great  and  vital 
principles.  It  is  neither  pretended,  sir,  that 
this  bill  involves  no  patronage:  it  certainly 
does  to  a  degree.  But  tho  question  is,  whether 
this  system,  or  that  of  employing  the  local 
banks  aa  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government,  con- 
tuns  or  involves  the  most  patronage?  Now, 
upon  that  point,  permit  me  here  to  say  that  I 
feel  myself  committed,  from  a  deep  and  an  anx- 
ions  n^ection  npon  the  question  heretofore. 
Ibe  qoestion  is  between  the  power  qad  influ- 
oiee  of  an  individnal,  and  the  power  and  inAn- 
cace  id  an  incorporated  bank.  To  tell  me  that 
a  bank  which  chooses  to  go  into  the  politics  of 
the  country,  with  its  power  to  extend  discounts 
and  accommodations  to  its  fiiends,  and  refuse 
them  to  its  enemies,  has  no  more  influence  than 
an  individnal,  is  to  tell  me  what  is  contradicted 
by  the  dfuly  ezperienoe  of  every  man ;  even  if 
that  individual  have  millions  of  the  public 
money  in  his  possession  for  safe-keeping.  Sir, 
the  (me  system  winds  and  spreads  itself  into  all 
the  secret  and  business  recesses  of  society. 
Hundreds  and  thousands  of  honorable  and  hish- 
Bunded  men  have  been  brought  to  degradation 
and  srm^aacy  by  this  tremendous  and  almost 
hmue  power.  I  have  aeen  them  around  their 
domestio  &«sddeSf  with  every  thing  i^parently 
to  bless  and  sloven  the  heart  of  man,  foil  of 
sadness  and  ^oom;  while  even  those  who  were 
the  confiding  and  deToted  partners  of  their  joys 
ind  their  sorrows,  were  in  donbt  and  ignorance 
as  to  the  causes  of  melancholy  and  dejection. 

Sv,  this  system  is  as  hidden  as  the  air  we 
breathe,  and  penetrates  unseen,  hot,  alas  t  not 
nofcdt,  into  the  most  retired  scenes  of  society. 
Ko  man  can  tell  upon  what  power  he  is  do- 
pending  when  he  looks  for  support,  aid,  and 
assistance  from  this  system.  No  man  can  tell 
*hat  the  situation  of  his  neighbor  may  be — 
vhst  his  obligttioiu— his  allianoea  and  eon- 
tnet%  that  swerve  him  from  the  path  of  inde- 
pndeoce  and  rectitade.  Then  how  can  yon 
•sy  tibat  such  a  system  as  this,  allied  to,  and 
di^mdent  upon  Government,  has  less  patron- 
age than  that  which  makes  an  individual  re- 
^xnsiUe  for  whatever  pnbUc  Amds  he  may 
have  ID  his  custody,  without  the  power  of  loan- 
hig,  withont  the  power  of  discounting,  without 
the  power  of  aooommodating  a  friend,  or  refus- 
iag  aa  euNDy,  nnleae  he  chooees  apealy  to  inoor 


[B.  or  S. 

the  o^um  and  penalty  <d  crime  and  misde- 
meanor !  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  qnestion 
admits  of  no  argument  so  &r  as  the  qoesttoii 
of  patronage  is  concerned. 

But  I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  felt  myself  some- 
what committed  on  this  subject.  In  18SS,  a 
friend  of  mine  from  Vii^nia,  (Mr.  Gordon,) 
now  not  a  member  of  this  Ilouse,  (and  I  will 
here  take  occasion  to  say  of  him,  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  who  would  have  done  honor  to  Yir- 
giaia  in  her  proudest  days  of  ^ory  and  fune.) 

E resented  the  very  identfeal  proposlticm  to  this 
[case  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  on  yoor 
table.  For  that  pro|>osiUon,  nr,  I  then  voted. 
I  acted  from  reflection,  and  from  a  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  the  effects  of  that  measure 
to  bring  about  honesty  in  the  Government,  and 
secure  the  indei>endence  of  the  people.  True,  I 
was  then  bat  a  very  young  man,  and  had  but 
for  a  few  weeks  taken  my  seat  in  this  House ; 
yet,  sir,  I  had  made  up  my  opinion  from  ob- 
servation and  reflection.  And  although  young, 
yet,  to  use  the  language  applied  to  another,  I 
was  old  enough — 

"Acta^^&rentnin  J«m  legen<,et  que  alt  jAitorlt  et^oaom 

Sir,  I  hod  formed  my  judgment  then,  and 
have  not  yielded  it  since.  On  the  contrary,  the 
experience  between  then  and  now  has  ooly 
tended  to  confirm  my  conviction. 

I  desire  Uie  Clerk  to  read  the  proposition  and 
the  vote  upon  it. 

**  The  quesUon  recurred  on  tho  motion  made  by 
Mr.  OoanoH,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  to  strike  out  all 
thereof  after  tiie  enacting  words,  and  insert: 

"That,  from  and  after  the   day  of  ,  in 

the  year  ,  the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue, 

at  places  where  the  sums  collected  shall  not  exceed 

the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  the 

agents  of  the  Treasurer  to  keep  and  disburse  the 
same,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  r^nlations, 
and  give  such  bond  and  seottrity  as  be  shall  prescribe 
for  £e  frithfld  execution  of  thdr  office ;  and  shall 
receive,  in  addition  to  the  eunMnaatioo  now  allowed 

by  law,  per  centum  on  the  sums  tUsbursed ;  so 

that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollats  per 

annum. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fwrihtr  enaettd,  That,  at  all 
places  where  the  amount  of  public  revenue  collected 

shall  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  there 

shall  be  ^pointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  be  agents  of  the  Treasurer,  who 
shall  give  such  bond  and  security  to  keep  and  dis- 
burse the  public  rerenoe,  and  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  relations  as  the  Treasurer  shall  prescribe, 

and  shall  receire  for  their  senrices  per  centum 

per  annum  on  the  sum  disbursed :  provided  U  does 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum. 

"See.  8.  And  he  it  fwrther  enacted.  That,  from 

and  aft<^r  the  day  of  ,  the  whole  revenue 

of  the  United  States,  derived  from  customs  of  lands 
or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coins 
of  the  United  States." 

This  received  S3  votes. 

Mr,  Obainnan,  it  was  not  my  desire,  nor  have 
I  caosed  the  vote  npon  that  propomttoD  to  bo 
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read,  to  show  the  consistency  or  inconsistency 
of  any  honorable  member  of  this  body.  My 
BoIe  and  entire  object  was  to  prove  that  the 
present  bill  was  no  new  proposition,  and  tliat, 
as  far  aa  I  am  concerned,  it  is  the  very  identical 

Sroposition  apoQ  which  I  then  voted  coolly  and 
BUberately.  I  have  no  desire,  air,  to  ahow 
that  there  has  been  any  contradictioD  on 
part  of  any  gentleman  on  thU  floor,  or  that 
there  has  been  any  change  in  their  opinions. 
It  is  with  neither  of  those  views  that  I  had  the 
proposition  read.  I  will  now  qnote  a  paragraph 
from  the  speech  of  the  mover  of  the  proposi- 
tion, made  at  the  time,  as  illnstrating  the  views 
under  which  we  acted,  and  which  too  truly  por- 
trays what  has  really  happened  since,  and  what, 
I  fear,  we  will  agwn  see,  if  the  system  be  con- 
tinned.   Mr.  Gordon  said : 

"  There  is  another  conudention  which  has  induced 
me  to  offer  this  amendment  We  may  all  very 
plainly  see  that  the  contest  for  the  Executive  office  te 
the  rock  on  which  the  permanency  of  this  republic  is 
lUcely  to  be  wredced.  And  the  vehemence  of  this 
contest  will  ever  be  in  prtHmrtiou  to  ttie  foecntive 
patronage.  But  for  this,  ue  oflBoe  would  have  no 
allurements  but  for  virtuous  ambition ;  but  with  this 
concomitant,  it  exerts  an  influence  wliich  may  one 
day  prove  fatal  to  the  federal  part  of  our  system.  If 
we  do  not  separate  the  influeuoe  of  the  Executive 
from  the  interest  of  banking  corporations,  we  shall 
have  another  controversy  on  the  snlject  of  banks. 
The  political  will  be  united  with  the  money  power ; 
the  contest  must  come ;  it  will  come  You  will  wit- 
ness a  struggle  in  this  Capitol  between  State  banks 
and  fedenubonks ;  and  the  combatants  for  the  Pres- 
ident's chur  will  be  found  contending  in  different 
ranks  of  bterest  and  influence,  whilst  they  mar  the 
peace  of  the  country,  and  shake  the  pillars  of  the 
constitution.  Separate  them,  I  Ijeseecb  you,  repre- 
sentatives <tf  the  American  people,  if  yon  wish  to  put 
down  this  fearfVil  contest  for  the  Preadential  choir — 
I  had  almost  said  Presidential  throne — separate,  I 
beseech  you,  banking  and  pontics.  Let  the  Imiks 
facilitate  the  exchanges  of  commerce,  and  further  the 
interest  of  trade ;  but  let  them,  I  pray  you,  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Government" 

The  predictions  of  my  friend  have  been  ful- 
filled to  the  letter.  What  have  we  seen  ?  Ton 
brought  into  existence  a  system  of  State  ban^ 
connected  from  one  end  of  this  Confederacy  to 
another,  receiving,  disbursing,  and  acting  upon 
those  deposits,  oi^nized  and  controlled  by,  and 
responsible  to  one  man,  and  then  bronght  into 
OTerwfadming  conflict,  aa  I  believe,  with  the 
freedom  of  cJectitHis.  Sir,  I  speak  plainly.  I 
beUeved  then,  and  I  now  believe,  that  this  was 
the  true  scarce  of  power  for  the  last  three  years. 
Gentlemen  may  apeak  as  they  please ;  they  may 
deny,  and  say  they  have  never  seen  or  felt  it ; 
hot  who  is  it  that  knows  any  thing  of  the  oper- 
ations of  banks — who  is  i^  at  all  acqu^nted 
with  their  peculiar  influence,  who  is  not  irre- 
sistibly impressed  with  their  tremendous  pow- 
er? Sir,  I  believe  they  did  more  than  any 
thing  else  to  elect  the  present  President  of  the 
United  States ;  and  am  I  now  to  be  called  upon, 
and  xttgii  to  re-ca^anize  sooh  a  system,  and 


[OctOBB,  1887. 

abandon  the  position  I  tlien  assumed!  Tbe 
experience  of  the  last  three  years  strengthetn 
my  position.  It  may  be  denied,  but  I  conscio- 
tiously  believe  that  these  institutions  have  coa- 
trolled,  more  or  less,  not  ool^  the  destiniee  of 
this  Government,  but  the  destmies  of  the  peo^ 
of  t^is  country  during  that  period.  Tes,  we  sQ 
know  that  at  uie  last  session  (Mf  Congress  enoogb 
was  developed  upon  this  floor  to  demonsbite 
that  there  was  an  organized  systom,  acting 
through  one  man,  giving  energy  to  the  wbde, 
and  for  one  and  the  same  purpose.  Tea,  er, 
we  have  seen  this  cordon  of  leagued  bimlcs, 
with  their  varions  interests,  raising  their  ban- 
ner from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
upon  which  was  inscribed  the  infiunoas  motto, 
'*  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils ; "  and  calling 
upon  their  mercenary  hands  to  gather  in  to  tlio 
pionder  of  sacked  cities  and  suktjugated  prov- 
moes. 


WsDSSBDAT,  .October  11. 

Florida  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  conaderationof 
the  following  resolution,  submitted  by  lb. 
WiSB  on  the  19th  of  September : 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointoi 

by  ballot  to  Inquire  Into  the  course  of  the  Florida 
war,  and  into  the  causes  of  the  dela^  and  fuhim, 
and  the  expenditures  which  have  attended  tbe  prosc- 
cntion  of  that  war,  and  into  the  manner  of  its  con- 
duct, and  the  facta  of  its  histoiy  genenlly ;  tint  ttic 
said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  peatmtad 
papers,  and  that  it  have  power  to  rit  in  ttie  reeee^ 
and  that  it  make  report  to  die  next  session  of  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  Glaboock  had  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  striking  all  out  after  the  word  "re- 
solved," and  insert  the  following : 

"  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  issqtat 
into  the  cause  of  ihe  Florida  war,  and  the  caafcs  <tf 
tiic  extraordinary  delays  and  failure,  and  tiie  enei- 
diturcs  irhicfa  have  attended  the  proaecolkn  of  tba 
same,  and  all  tiie  facts  connected  with  Hi  Ustoiy 
generally ;  and  that  said  committee  have  power  lo 
send  for  persons  and  pqien." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Howabd  to  strike  out  tbe  wends 
"  that  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed,"  sod 
insert  '*  that  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs 
be  instructed." 

Hr.  UoKat  opposed  the  raiung  of  Select 
Committee,  because  the  same  subject  vis  now 
under  investigation  in  varions  ways.  It  had 
been  referred  to  the  President  of  the  Tmted 
States,  who  had  caused  an  inquiry  to  be  ln£ti- 
toted,  and  had  made  a  report  in  part,  and  he 
nnderstood  would  probably  report  in  full  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress.  Besides  this,  tbe 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afflura 
(Mr.  Bell)  bad  moved  to  have  this  subject  re- 
ferred to  that  committee,  and  after  a  lengthy, 
and  no  donbt  ardoons  investigation,  the  psfwi 
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had  been  reported  back  to  the  Honse  without 
cconing  to  any  condn^n  thereon.  He  pre- 
nuned,  however,  tiiat,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  regular  Bession,  the  chf^rmaa  of  that 
committee  woald  move  to  have  the  Bobject 
ag^n  referred  to  that  committee,  and  proceed 
with  the  investigation.  He  coold  not,  there- 
fore, see  the  necessity  of  raising  this  Select  Com- 
mittee, becanse  it  was  before  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  investigate  the  matter,  and  the  gen- 
tleman bom  lU^assachasetts  (Hr.  Adaus)  had  ad- 
mitted that  tbey  had  performed  their  duty 
futhfuUy,  so  far  as  t*hey  went,  and  laid  before 
the  House  infonnattoa  which,  to  ose  his  own 
expression,  had  made  the  blood  tingle  in  his 
veins.  They  will  doubtless  lay  the  whole  pro- 
eee^gs  before  the  Hoobo  at  the  next  aesBion 
of  Cragress.  In  relaticm  to  the  canKa  ctf  de- 
lays and  foil  ores  of  the  oampufpis,  it  wfll  be 
recollected  that  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by 
the  President  at  Frederick,  at  which  all  tlie 
officers  engaged  in  the  first  campai^  (Soott, 
Gaines,  and  Clinch)  were  fully  examined,  and 
the  court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  fail- 
ures and  delays  of  the  campaigns  were  in  con- 
sequence of  the  insalubrity  of  the  climate,  the 
impregnability  of  the  swamps,  and  the  absence 
of  all  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  ooon- 
iij  by  the  commanding  generals,  and  the  diffi- 
ctuty  in  transporting  supplies  for  the  army  from 
one  point  to  another.  Here,  then,  at  this  tri- 
bunal, all  the  causes  of  the  nilurea  of  the  cam- 
paigns conducted  by  Generals  Gaines  and  Scott 
were  examined  into ;  and  it  certunly  could  not 
be  designed  by  the  Honse  to  institate  an  inquiry 
ia  rdation  to  the  conduct  of  the  present  com- 
mander in  Florida,  (General  Jesup,)  at  a  time 
irtien  he  was  Just  preparing  and  organizing  bis 
forces  for  another  campaign.  It  would  cer- 
tainly be  improper  for  the  Honse  to  Icterfere 
with  this  campaign  before  there  was  an  oppor- 
tnnity  of  doing  any  thing  with  it  It  would  be 
interfering  with  the  le^timate  duties  of  the 
Executive  to  send  an  investigating  committee, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  into 
Florida ;  and,  by  so  doing,  the  woole  of  the 
braeflts  to  be  derived  from  the  approaching 
campaign  might  be  set  a^de.  Mr.  MoK.  next 
referrea  to  the  remarks  oi  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Baix,)  who  had  stated  that  the 
probable  causes  of  Hwnres  of  the  campaigns  in 
llorida  had  arisen  from  the  deficiency  in  the 
number  of  officers  connected  with  the  army  in 
Fltwida.  He  admitted  that  there  might  t>e 
some  justice  in  this  remark,  but  et&d.  the  sub- 
ject had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  referred  to 
u  order  issned  as  early  as  October  last,  direct- 
ing all  officers  of  the  army  on  detached  service 
to  loin  their  regiments  and  companies,  in  which 
order  the  Frendent  had  sud  that  this  state  of 
tUogs  must  no  longer  exist  If  any  notice  was 
to  be  taken  of  this  matter,  however,  by  this 
Honse,  it  was  the  le^timi^  business  of  the 
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Committee  on  Military  Afiiurs  to  take  cha:^ 
of  it,  and  he  hoped  they  would  take  the  matter 
nnder  consideration.  In  relation  to  the  subject 
of  expenditures,  he  admitted  that  they  had  been 
very  large,  amounting  he  believed,  to  abont 
seven  millions :  but  he  Cfnild  see  no  necessity 
of  appointing  a  select  committee  to  take  charge 
of  this  subject,  when  we  have  committees  ap- 
pointed under  the  rules  whose  special  business 
it  was  to  take  charge  of  these  subjects.  He 
alluded  to  the  Committees  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Executive  Deparbnents,  all  of  which 
committees  he  believed  were  composed  of  ma- 
jorities opposed  to  the  administration.  The 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War 
Department  should  take  this  subject  into  con- 
sideration, and  report  upon  it  Mr.  MoK.  con- 
cluded \]j  moving  to  postpone  the  Airther  con- 
sideration of  the  resolntion  until  the  first  Mon- 
d«r  in  December  next 

Mr.  WiLUAHS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed 
the  motion.  If  there  was  to  be  any  investiga- 
tion at  all,  it  was  as  necessary  and  as  praoticap 
ble  now  as  it  could  be  ever.  Be  hoped  the 
committee  would  be  at  once  appointed,  and 
pursue  the  inquiries  during  the  recess,  so  as  to 
report,  in  whole,  or  in  part  at  the  next  session. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  reference  of  investiga- 
tions of  alleged  extraordinary  abuses  to  stag- 
ing committees,  and  replied  to  tbe  remarks  of 
Mr.  Howard,  of  Maryland,  who  had  made  the 
pending  motion  to  refer  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration to  the  Gommit^  on  Military  JdMn, 

Ifr.  Adams.  The  question  is  an  enlara  new 
question.  It  is  not  now  a  question  as  to  what 
committee  it  shall  be  referred  to,  but  whether 
it  shall  now  have  tbe  go-by  altogether.  Tht 
whole  of  the  argument  of  the  gentieman  went 
to  tbe  point  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  this  Honse 
to  trouble  itself  at  all  about  tiie  matter,  and 
would  be  just  as  strong  an  argument  against 
the  investigation  in  December  as  now.  Mr.  A. 
alluded  a^ain  to  the  investigation  made  under 
the  direction  Congress  by  the  late  Executive, 
and  said  that  the  horrible  disclosures  of  that 
report  convinced  him  still  more  strongly  than 
ever  of  the  necessity  of  tbe  proposed  inquiry. 
He  replied  to  the  suggestions  w  Mr.  MgKat, 
with  regard  to  tbe  [vc^iositions  of  Tarioua  oom- 
mittees,  aa  the  premier  referees  of  the  sntjeot 
before  the  House.  Among  the  rest,  the  Com- 
mittee on  tbe  Expenditures  of  the  "War  Depart- 
ment had  been  recommended  by  that  gentieman. 
Mr.  A.  reminded  the  House  that  the  commit- 
tees on  expraiditures  were  sinecures,  without 
pay,  and  without  duty  also.  A  chairman  of 
one  of  them  (Mr.  Hawib)  had  told  the  House 
that  he  had  never  called  tbe  committee  to- 
gether, and  did  not  even  know  his  colleagues ! 
Mr.  A.  had  intended  to  ofibr  a  resolntion  to  re- 
scind the  rale  requiriog  that  those  eommitteea 
should  be  iq>pointed. 

Mr.  A.  replied,  ftirther,  to  the  aiwoment  of 
Mr.  MoKa^  that  the  e(mstitntion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  the  same  in  pre- 
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tIoub  adminiatrfltioDB  as  now.  That  was  no 
good  reason  why  it  should  still  continne  to  be 
80,  Mr.  A.  cootendcd. 

In  allusion  to  there  being  on  this  committee 
eight  members  from  the  Sontb,  and  only  one 
ftom  the  Northern  section  of  the  oonntrj,  Mr. 
A.  said  that  the  reason  most  be  that  the  people 
of  the  North  had  no  interest  in  the  subjects 
referrlble  to  it.  As  to  the  interest  of  all  the 
New  England  States,  as  well  as  those  of  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  in 
the  benefit  that  wonld  resolt  to  them  from  the 
enormona  expenditures  of  publio  money  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Florida  campaigns,  Mr.  A. 
admitted  it  was  very  litUe  indeed.  But  they 
had  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  amount  of  those 
expenditures,  at  all  events.  Were  the  army 
dislwnded  to-morrow,  it  wonld  be  money  in 
their  pockets ;  and  he  looked  npon  this  fact  as 
anotiier  exemplification  of  that  profound  philo- 
sophical theory  of  his  friend  from  Bouth  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Thompson,)  who  had  stud  that  the 
money  of  this  Government  flowed  naturally 
towaras  the  Noi:th.  Since  he  had  made  these 
remarks,  that  gentleman  had  published  his 
speech,  and  he  had  now  tamed  the  globe  half 
round.  The  stream  now  flowed  to  the  East, 
and  not  tlte  North.  Welt  sir,  be  it  then  *'  the 
£asel" 

Suh-Treaiury  BxU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cambrblkno,  tiie  Honse 
resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maine,  being  in  the  ohur.) 

Mr.  Pickens  sud  that  he  considered  himself 
bound,  by  the  deep  interest  he  felt  in  the  sab- 
Treasury  bU],  to  move  that  it  be  taken  up  at 
that  time.  The  motion  prevailed — yeas  105, 
nays  85. 

Mr.  HoPFicAH  was  opposed  to  the  sub-Treas- 
ury bill,  because  it  vtolated  the  constitution  of 
the  country — if  not  its  plain  and  palpable  literal 
lan^age,  its  spirit,  which  is  its  life-blood,  and 
which  alone  recommends  it  to  the  people  of  the 
nation.  That  spirit  is  the  principle  that  the 
people  shall  govern  themselves.  The  mode  of 
choosing  public  officers,  the  appointment  of 
those  officers,  dnties,  &&,  are  but  the  trappings 
of  the  constitation.  But  this  principle,  which 
is  its  spirit,  enters  into  the  labors  of  the  artisan, 
and  the  researches  of  the  scholar.  It  should  be 
the  atmo^here  by  which  we  sboold  be  sus- 
tained and  strenguiened,  and  from  which  we 
should  receive  buoyancy  and  vigor  to  perfonn 
the  duties  of  good  citizens  and  patriots. 

Th^  connection  between  the  Qovemment  and* 
the  people  of  this  Union,  Mr.  H.  looked  upon 
as  a  great  partnership.  There  should  be  a  com- 
mon credit  or  discredit,  a  common  honor  or 
dishonor,  a  common  interest  in  all  things  be- 
tween them.  The  distress,  if  titere  be  any,  of 
the  Government  should  be  reflected  npon  the 
people.  The  arm  of  power  should  not  be 
wielded  over  the  oovemed,  to  be  looked  up  to 
as  paramonnt  The  people  should  not,  vhUe 
sbng^ng  anddst  discontent,  embarrassment, 
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and  peri^exity,  be  iasolted  by  the  qKctade  of 
thdr  Government  walking  firee>  unfettered,  nii- 
embarrassed,  and  in  prosperity. 

Mr.  H.  remarked  that  it  had  been  said  tlul 
this  was  no  new  propontion ;  that  England  and 
Fraaoe  had  farnished  examples  of  smiiUr 
schemes ;  and  not  long  nnce  (though  perhafa 
not  parliamentary  to  allude  particuWty  to  it 
on  that  floor)  the  great  Mormon  of  this  goldoi 
bible,  (Mr.  Benton,  of  the  Senate,)  had  instanced 
Borne  also  as  furnishing  a  amilar  example.  la 
reply  to  these  allnsions,  Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the 
difference  between  the  institutions  of  En^sod 
and  France  and  those  of  dur  own  .counby,  and 
asked,  why  not  model  our  whole  Government 
upon  those  examples  ?  Why  not  e^blidh  the 
"  divine  right  of  kings  "  prindple  thztrnghont ; 
create  a  siding  army,  authorize  a  system  of 
passports,  and  m  the  rest?  And  Rome,  too; 
Bome  had  her  qus^tors,  or  public  treasurers  I 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  she  nad ;  and  they  "  grew 
by  what  thoy  fw  on."  They  followed  the 
Bomon  eagles  to  conqnest,  and,  in  every  situa- 
tion, were  ever  the  links  between  the  worn- 
down  people  and  the  overbearing  Government 

Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  provisions  of  tiie  bill 
before  the  committee.  The  public  money  is  to 
be  given  \^  the  Exeootive  to  the  different  dii- 
bnrsing  omoers.  Defalcation  would  ensne  de- 
falcation, as  the  consequence  of  this  providoo. 
Besides  the  direct  pilfering  and  frauds  of  the 
officers  who  will  have  the  charge  of  the  pnl& 
revenues,  there  would  be  the  brawling  gtco- 
phant,  and  the  unscrupulous  partisan,  whoBe 
very  bread  would  depend  upon  his  subserrieney 
to  Executive  dictation.  He  did  not  allude  more 
to  one  administr^ion  than  to  another.  This 
would  ever  be  the  case,  were  this  bill  to  be- 
come a  law.  In  case  of  an  dection  dependiitt 
in  any  State,  or  district,  or  town,  there  wouH 
be  a  coll  on  the  partisan  officeholder's  exeitiom. 
On  one  ude  would  be  his  honesty,  and  on  the 
other  his  office ;  and  he  would  console  hiissel^ 
while  making  the  sacrifice  of  the  former  to  the 
latter,  that  the  bread  of  his  wife  and  ehildra 
depended  upon  it.  And  who  will  call  the  de- 
fitnlter  in  such  a  case  toaccountt  TheEncn- 
tive  t  This  would  never  be ;  and,  as  to  the 
Congress?  That,  too,  was  powerless.  Tlie 
proceedings  of  the  last  Oongrws,  under  dimtar 
circumstances  to  those  described,  afforded  a 
sufficient  proof  that  this  was  so. 

Here  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the  novel  snd  mon- 
strouB  doctrine  which  had  been  broached  under 
the  late  administration,  that  every  officer  of  the 
(Jovemment  was  accountable  to  the  Executive, 
alone ;  and  he  only  to  the  impeaching  power 
of  Congress ;  and  insisted  that  no  people  were 
ever  strong  enough  to  resist  the  union  t&.  the 
purse  and  sword  of  Government. 

If  the  bill  passes,  he  contended  the  money 
of  the  people  would  not  be  safe ;  it  would  be 
less  safe  than  in  banks,  where  the  stockholders* 
interests  require  the  selection  of  careful  direc- 
tors and  officers,  and  where  there  were  many 
hands,  and  not  a  dngle  hand,  to  guard  those 
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interests.  And  to  this  point  Mr.  H.  read  from 
the  Congressional  Debates  of  1880,  an  opinion 
of  one  who  he  wished  could  take  a  part  in  that 
debate,  and  snstuii  the  Tiews  be  had  once  ex- 
pressed, and  which  he  vonld  now  qaote— views 
which  he  was  confident  the  high  regard  for  his 

3)inions,  entertained  bj  the  members  of  that 
oose,  woold  lead  them  to  regard  with  great 
respect ;  he  alluded  to  Ur.  Speaker  Pole,  who, 
ia  the  coarse  of  a  debate  In  1886,  had  said  that 
**  corporations  were  safer  than  any  individnal 
eonld  be,  as  the  depository  of  public  moneys," 
becaose  corporations  were  bound  t(^ether  by 
the  strongest  ties  of  interest,  with  an  immense 
sggregate  of  wealth,  which  furnished  a  safe 
secnrity,  &c. 

Mr.  HuTJTEE,  of  Virginia,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  arise  nnder  the  painful  sense  that  I  am  asking 
almost  too  much  of  this  committee,  when  I 
throw  myself  upon  its  indnlgenoe  whilst  I  ex- 
press my  views  in  relation  to  the  tnbject  be- 
fore ns.  Bat  our  present  position  is  highly 
responsible ;  the  consequences  of  oor  action  in 
the  existing  crisis  may  be  lasting  to  the  conn- 
try,  and  I  wish  to  be  heard  Id  vindication  of  the 
principles  which  will  govern  my  course.  We 
stand,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  a  great  commercial 
revolution  ;  we  have  just  witnessed  an  eiplo- 
noB  in  the  credit  system,  through  which  the 
stream  of  capital  circulates  and  dispenses  its 
nighty  agency  to  the  country.  Old  channels 
have  been  abandoned,  new  ones  are  being 
formed ;  and  now,  sir,  when  every  institution 
of  the  land  is  trembling  under  the  shock,  and 
our  most  Important  interests  are  synipathlzing 
with  the  cU^ress  in  the  cirenlating  system  of 
the  body  polity  the  eyes  of  the  people  are 
turned  in  anxious  aoUcitnde  npon  our  course. 

They  have  suffered  with  exemplary  patience 
under  calamities  which  vonld  have  goaded 
almost  any  other  people  to  tumult  and  blood- 
shed ;  and  they  have  even  forebome  to  speak 
forth  their  grievances,  as  if  fearful  that  the 
clamor  might  disturb  the  presence  of  mind  of 
those  whose  pecoliar  task  it  was  to  work  the 
Aip  of  state  off  the  lee  ohore  npon  which  it  was 
driving — "  Ifee  tumuUus,  nec  quiei;  "  but  there 
is  that  state  of  deep  and  silent  suspense  which 
more  forcibly  than  by  words  seems  to  say  that, 
upon  this  occa^on,  "  our  country  expects  every 
man  to  do  his  duty.**  I  feel,  sir,  a  most  pun- 
fnl  sense  irf  the  responsibili^  of  my  position. 
On  the  one  hand,  i  know  that  he  cannot  be 
Justified  on  the  plea  of  ignorance,  who  lightly 
tampers  with  the  important  interests  now  con- 
cerned in  our  aotion :  and,  on  the  other,  if  per- 
sonal or  par^  constaerations  were  to  deter  me 
from  doing  whatever  may  be  done  for  the  relief 
tt  the  country,  I  feel  that  my  name  would  de- 
serve to  bo  pnrsned  through  all  posterity  with 
ueerations.  I  might,  perhaps,  escape  respon- 
Nbility  by  declaring  that,  as  I  had  nothing  to 
do  in  producing  the  present  distress,  so  I  was 
bound  to  do  nothing  towards  restoring  things 
to  a  sounder  condition.  Sir,  I  scorn  the  excuse, 
I  think  I  see  SMnetfaiog  which  may  be  done  for 


the  good  of  the  country,  and  I  am  willing  to 
share  the  iesp(msibilit7  with  those  who  will 
attempt  it  In  taking  my  courses  I  form  no 
new  connections,  I  make  no  allianoes ;  I  act  as 
I  was  sent  bn«  to  act  I  l^idate  not  tor 
party,  but  for  the  good  of  our  common  conn- 
try.  I  tread  all  personal  and  party  conridera- 
tions  into  the  dust,  when  they  present  them- 
selves in  competition  with  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Chariman,  if  I  can  free  this  Government 
from  a  corrupting  connection,  if  1  can  aid  in 
BO  moulding  its  aotion  as  to  remove  the  causes 
by  which  it  has  disturbed  the  natural  level  oS 
our  circulating  capital,  and  advance  one  more 
step  towards  that  perfect  freedom  which  Amer- 
ican trade  ought  to  ei^oy,  I  shall  be  content,  be 
my  own  fate  what  it  may ;  but  if  I  should  un- 
fortunately work  harm  where  I  mean  good,  I 
shall  only  re^t  that  others  will  suffer  under 
the  consequencea  of  my  mistake.  But,  sir,  I 
turn  ftom  these  ccmrideratioua  to  the  great 
question  before  us.  How  can  we  enrdse  Uie 
powers  ^ven  us  by  the  constitution,  and  re- 
moald  the  fiscal 'action  of  the  Government,  so 
as  to  relieve  the  country  of  its  sufferings,  and 
prevent  their  recurrence  again  t  It  has  been 
well  said  that  debt  is  the  evil  under  which  we 
are  suffering.  The  real  balance  of  trade  has 
been  agtunst  us ;  the  foreign  creditor  demanded 
the  adjustment  of  this  balance  in  specie;  and 
the  currency  system  of  the  country,  having 
been  inflated  beyond  its  just  dimension^  was 
onable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  conversion  so 
sudden.  What,  then,  can  be  done,  sir,  to  re- 
fieve  the  people  from  this  pressure?  There  are 
but  two  modes  ct  rdief  from  debt;  the  one 
connsts  in  Its  payment,  and  the  other  palliates 
the  evil  by  obtaining  time,  so  as  to  divide  be- 
tween several  years  the  burden  which  is  too 
heavy  for  one.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  a  Govern- 
ment, we  have  neither  the  right  nor  the  means 
of  paying  the  debt.  Governments  may  spend 
money,  but  they  never  make  it ;  and  their  at- 
tempts at  political  alchemy  have  always  result- 
ed, like  the  vain  search  after  the  philoBOpher*s 
stone,  in  more  expense  than  profit. 

It  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  McGnl- 
loch,  one  of  the  ablest  political  economists  of 
the  present  day,  that  our  system  of  banking  is 
the  worst  in  ue  world.  I  will  not  stop  now 
to  instituto  tiiat  comparison,  or  to  examine  bis 
conchirion;  but  I  shall  demonstrate  that  its 
natural  tendencies  are  to  produce  a  state  of 
things  like  the  present,  if  I  succeed  in  showing, 
first,  that  it  causes  a  false  distribution  of  cap- 
ita^ and,  secondly,  that  it  creates  a  diseased 
action  in  the  credit  and  currency  systems  by 
forming  an  improper  connection  between  them. 

According  to  our  banking  policy  these  insti- 
tutions have  the  exclusive  right  of  making  a 
paper  currency;  and  their  paper  is  only  re- 
ceived in  paj^ent  of  public  ones.  To  these 
esctnsive  privileges  they  unite  the  power  of 
drawing  interest  from  an  amount  greatly  ex- 
ceeding their  csftitals.    Take,  in  conaeetion 
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with  this,  the  nsnty  laws,  which  exist,  I  be- 
lieve, in  all  of  the  States  of  the  TJnioD,  and  70a 
have  the  result  that  capital,  loaned  throngb 
bank  agency,  will  draw  an  interest  greatly  ex- 
ceeding that  which  any  other  capitalist  can  de- 
rive iVom  money  lent  The  loanable  capital  of 
the  conntry  will  of  coarse  seek  that  investment, 
and  fill  those  channels  of  circulation  before  it 
reaches  any  other ;  the  consequences  of  the  ar- 
tificial direction  thns  given  to  capital,  is  its  false 
distribution  between  the  different  sections  of 
that  conntry,  and  the  different  classes  of  society 
in  that  cooDtry,  in  which  banks  have  those  ex- 
olauve  privileges.  Tlie  loanable  oa^^tal  will 
aeek  the  plaoee  in  wldoh  these  ipstdtntions  exist, 
unUl  it  has  exhausted  the  demand  for  it  there, 
before  it  reaches  those  portions  of  the  same 
ooantiT  in  which  banks  do  not  exist.  It  will 
do  so,  because,  throngh  bank  agency,  it  cm  de- 
rive more  than  the  legal  interest  within  the 
Sphere  oi  its  operations,  whilst  beyond  that 
sphere  its  profits  are  confined  to  that  interest 
The  system  establishes,  in  effect,  a  bounty  npon 
capital  lent  to  the  mercantile,  and  those  classes 
whose  labor  brings  a  speedy  return,  at  tiie  ex- 
pense of  the  agriculturists,  whose  returns  are 
alow.  Loans  for  thirty  oir  sixty  days  are  ob- 
vionsly  more  profitable  thm  those  for  longer 
periou.  It  is  the  difference  between  simple 
and  compound  interest  Tlie  merchant,  there- 
fbre,  whose  outlay  is  epeedilT  returned  to  him, 
ean'  thus  afford  to  deal  in  tiiese  atkort  credits, 
whilst  the  agriculturist,  whose  returns  are  gen- 
enei^y  annual,  finds  himself  forced  to  pay 
compound,  for  what  the  merchant  returns  only 
simple  interest  The  effect  of  this  is  so  mxum 
felt,  althoQgh  its  causes  are  perhaps  not  ^n- 
erally  understood,  that  in  my  State  it  is  received 
almost  as  an  adage,  that  no  farmer  can  afford 
to  ^o  into  bank.  There  is  yet  another  mode, 
tar,  in  which  the  system  produces  a  false  distri- 
bution of  capital.  The  available  profits  of  these 
institutions,  within  the  limits  presented  to  them, 
are  so  great  that  they  may  become  credit  in- 
surance offices.  The  directors,  under  these  ex- 
traordinary advantages,  may  mn  the  risk  of 
iosuring  a  favorite's  credit  when  It  is  doubtful, 
when  be  may  have  no  real  resources,  and  thns 
the  fur  trader  will  be  iijijnred  by  the  reckless  and 
often  ruinous  competition  of  these  men,  who 
have  nothing  in  fact  to  lose.  This,  sir,  will 
always  h^pen  when  a  bank  has  supplied  the 
demands  of  good  oostomers  without  reaching 
the  limits  of  circulation  prescribed  to  them. 
The  temptation  to  run  this  risk  is  so  strong 
that  they  too  often  yield  to  it. 

I  come  now,  tiien,  to  the  false  and  artificial 
laws  of  expansion  and  contraction,  which  are 
introduced  into  onr  currency  and  credit  (as  I 
mi^tain)  by  the  banking  system  as  it  exists 
here.  Instead  oi  leaving  currency  and  credit 
to  the  r^nlation  of  tiie  great  laws  orddned  by 
nature  for  that  pnrpose,  in^^ad  of  leaving  them 
to  that  self-r^uating  power  which  would  adapt 
them  to  tibe  chuigjog  condition  of  sodety,  and 
harmonize  tiiem  wiu  each  other,  our  Govem- 
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ments  vunly  practise  their  political  alchenji 
to  the  iijury,  and  sometimes  to  the  destructioi 
of  both.  At  their  very  creation,  we  arm  tben 
corporations  with  incoinpatible  functions.  Te 
unite  in  them  the  money-making  and  the 
money-lending  powers ;  and  what,  sir,  are  tl» 
inevitable  consequences  t  Why,  they  make  u 
much  money  as  possible,  that  they  may  hate 
the  more  to  lend.  They  haye'a  direct  interest  in 
issuing  as  much  as  possible,  and  they  aliriTs 
do  it.  'When  their  capitals  are  loaned  out,  tliej 
cannot  add  a  dollar  to  the  credit  of  the  conotrj, 
without  making  a  like  addition  to  the  correncj. 
The  latter,  under  this  system,  is  swelled  to  in 
undue  proportion,  and  when  once  it  is  beyood 
its  level,  its  oveifiow  is  inevitable.  Debue  it 
in  the  least  de{i;ree,  and  its  downward  toideney 
is  ever  increasmg.  The  moment  you  increase 
in  this  way,  the  nominal  or  money  price  of 
commodities,  the  .catastrophe  is  unavoidable. 
The  merchant  who  deals  annually  in  (10,000 
of  bank  credit,  when  wheat  was  $1  per  hosbel, 
will  require  $20,000  of  the  like  credit  to  deal  in 
the  same  quantity  of  grain.  The  banks  which 
supplied  the  demand  for  credit,  when  wheat 
was  at  one  dollar,  are  unable  to  meet  that  de- 
mand, when  it  is  at  double  its  former  price. 
The  cry  is,  therefore,  *'  more  banks,"  and  more 
paper  money  is  the  consequence,  until  th^  pro- 
portion between  the  corrency  and  the  materid 
wealth  of  that  county  is  grMter  than  in  othn 
parts  of  the  world.  If  the  real  balance  of  te«d« 
then  turns  for  a  moment  agiunst  ns,  a  great 
commercial  catastrophe  occurs.  And  evoi  n 
this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  trade  in  onr 
enrrenoy  becomes  more  profitable  than  that  in 
our  commodities.  This  currency  promises  to 
be  convertible  into  specie,  which  is  of  nniform 
value  everywhere.  The  constitution  of  this 
country  requires  that  it  should  be  so  convoti- 
ble,  and  when  the  paper  currency  is  purchased 
witii  commodities,  the  holder  seeks  a  rcdenp- 
tion  of  the  pledge  to  pay  in  specie. 

.If  the  State  QoTCTunents  wiU  have  a  p^tr 
currency,  this  is  undoubtedly  the  safest  mode 
in  whicu  they  can  put  it  forth.  But  a  p«wr 
currency  put  forth  fay  Government  on  any  ouwr 
principle,  wiU  always  have  the  nnfortnnate  ef- 
fect of  continually  changing  the  measure 
v^ue  by  which  contracts  are  to  be  adjosted. 
Different  Governments  adopt  difl^ot  roles  ol 
issue.  The  proportion  of  paper  currency  to 
material  wealth  Is  different  in  each.  A  man 
contracts,  expecting.to  deliver  by  one  standard, 
and  owing  to  its  change  is  forced  to  deliver  by 
another.  He  receives,  perhaps,  in  onnces,  and 
is  forced  to  return  in  pounds.  This  injnrioos 
change  in  the  relations  between  debtor  and 
creditor,  leads  to  disasters  and  so&rinn  w 
often  witnessed  that  I  need  not  dniict  tban. 
Other  Qoveraments  have  means  en  palliating 
the  evils  of  this  sudden  change  in  the  measnre 
of  value,  not  within  our  reach.  "When  a  de- 
mand is  made  for  a  sudden  adjustment  in  specie, 
of  contracts  fcnmed  nnder  the  expectation  that 
they  are  to  be  redeoned  hi  p^>er,  tbeae  Gov- 
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wnmentB  can,  and  always  do^  interefere  to  pre- 
vent this  ehaoge  in  tlie  ralatiws  between  debtor 
and  creditor.  They  make  the  paper  a  legal 
tender  between  man  and  moo.  Indeed,  uie 
English  Qovemment  seems  to  l>e  well  aware 
of  the  necessitTf  of  making  paper  oarrencj  a 
tender,  after  it  is  once  issued ;  it  sees  bo  clearly 
that  contracts  will  always  be  made  nnder  the 
expectation  of  redeeming  them  in  this  paper, 
snd  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  force  their 
a^ostment  in  specie,  that  it  has  made  the  paper 
of  the  Bank  of  En^and  a  legal  tender  by  a 
itanding  law  of  the  land.  Here  we  can  resort 
to  no  each  e^qwdient.  Kothins  bat  gold  and 
rilTer  can  be  made  a  l^al  tender ;  a  point  of 
difference  which  no  American  statesman  shoidd 
lose  sight  of.  What  folly  is  it  then,  to  intro- 
duce by  legislation  a  standard  of  measure  in 
the  formation  of  contracts,  which  can  always 
be  altered  the  creditor  6t  his  pleasure,  in 
despite  of  our  laws  I  How  Tast  and  complex 
ia  tne  fivud  which  we  thus  practise  upon  our 
citizens,  when  we  indirectly  force  them  to  con- 
tract by  one  standard,  whilst  the  constitution 
requires  them  to  ^ay  by  another  I  If  a  law 
were  passed  requirmg  every  man  who  had  con- 
tracted to  deliver  a  bushel  of  com  to  deliver 
two^  th«  h^Dstioe  would  not  be  greater,  nor  the 
mischief  mon.  than  our  paper  currency  has 
often  produced. 

But,  Ur.  Ohairman,  mncb  as  I  otgeet  to  the 
connection  between  this  Government  and  the 
banks,  on  account  of  the  disturbing  causes 
which  I  think  it  introduces  into  the  action  of 
the  cnrrenoy  and  credit  systems  of  the  country, 
I  have  another  objection  stUl  more  powerfU. 
I  never  wish  to  see  the  bauks  converted  into 
political  engines  agdn.  Of  all  the  enormous 
additions  which  have  been  made  to  Executive 
patronage,  in  late  years,  I  regarded  its  connec- 
tion with  the  State  banks  as  the  most  fearful. 
The  army  of  office-holders^  though  yon  should 
count  them  as  100,000  strong,  would  confer  not 
half  tlie  power  upon  the  X^ecntive  which  the 
possMnon  of  the  State  banks  would  ^ve  to 
mm.  Convert  them  into  political  engines  to 
be  worked  by  his  hands;  give  him  the  control 
over  the  exchanges  and  currency  of  the  codn- 
try ;  give  him  the  dispensttion  of  bank  favors, 
and  if  he  were  disposed  to  nse  them  for  per- 
sonal advancement,  he  would  acorn  your  title 
of  king,  and  your  gewgaw  of  a  crown,  as  if  the 
offer  intimated  a  doubt  of  his  absolute  author- 
i^  without  them.  If  the  choice  of  means  were 
given  to  a  wise  king,  who  wished  to  maintain 
his  power,  he  would  not  choose  a  nobility,  said 
to  be  the  natural  support  of  the  crown,  but  lie 
would  ask  for  some  hundreds  of  corporations, 
wielding  the  mtmey  power  of  the  whole  coun- 
try. He  would  aak  for  those  whose  delibera- 
tions might  be  secret,  whose  agents  might  be 
invisible,  and  whose  march  upon  their  purpose 
could  only  be  diverted  by  that  impulse  of  inter- 
ett  wluch  he  alone  could  regulate.  Give  him 
these,  dr,  and  he  would  despise  your  standing 
aniues  and  your  orders  ot  nooUity  as  oumbroiu 
T0UXIIL--M 


devices,  unworthy  of  the  refinement  of  the  spirit 
of  modem  despotism.  Ur.  Cliairman,  I  have 
always  regarded  the  connectiott  between  bank 
and  State  in  tliis  country  as  a  conjuncture  most 
ominous  to  our  liberties.  Use  the  public  money 
to  boy  ap  the  State  banks  for  the  use  of  this 
Government,  or  of  its  Executive  branch,  and 
you  at  once  convert  them  into  political  engines, 
you  deprive  the  States  of  the  control  of  their 
ow^  institutions,  and  you  place  the  people 
under  the  dominion  of  a  league  of  corporate 
influences.  Endow  a  moneyed  corporation  witii 
the  fonotions  Government,  and  you  behold 
at  once  the  most  ruthless  of  all  despotisms ;  and 
the  history  at  human  snfferiog  and  of  East  In- 
dian oppresdon  is  not  silent  upon  this  subject 
Ton  may  place  the  worst  of  men  in  authorit7, 
and  he  will  have  some  touch  of  human  feeling. 
Kot  so  with  a  moneyed  corporation.  It  d^ib- 
erates  in  secret ;  it  moves  by  the  power  of  a 
majority,  with  no  sense  of  personal  and  indi- 
vidual responsibility  at  the  bar  of  public  opin- 
ion ;  and  it  is  governed  by  the  single  impulse 
of  interest  You  cannot  move  it  to  pity  for  the 
present,  or  to  remorse  for  the  past ;  for  its  ac- 
tion is  mechanical,  and  not  under  the  influence 
of  feeling  or  of  soul.  I  protest,  then,  dr,  against 
any  attempt  to  bind  the  moneyed  corporations 
to  one  government,  and  by  one  common  poUt- 
ioal  purpose.  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  ob- 
jecting to  any  e<mnection  between  bank  and 
State,  and,  perhaps  it  may  be  reasonably  re- 

auired  of  me  to  suggest  some  better  plan  for 
le  custody  of  the  public  treasure.  If  the  selec- 
tion were  left  to  me,  sir^I  should  adopt  the 
plan  of  special  deposits.  The  General  Govern- 
ment should  be  independent  of  the  banks  as  to 
the  medium  in  which  its  revenues  are  collected, 
and  banks  would  be  independent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment when  they  were  no  longer  exposed  to 
the  power  of  its  rewards  tiirough  the  privilege 
of  fading  upon  the  public  deports.  If  such 
an  arrangement  could  oe  e&oted  by  giving  the 
banks  a  fair  compensation  for  keeping  the  pub- 
lic money,  at  the  same  time  that  they  were 
effectually  restrained  from  using  it,  I  should 
much  prefer  it  to  the  scheme  proposed  by  the 
Oominittee  of  Ways  and  Heans.  Tlie  pecuniary 
responsibility  would  be  greater  than  that  of  in- 
dividual collectors,  and  its  custody  of  the  public 
revenue  would,  perhaps,  be  safer.  But  the  chief 
recommendation  would  be  in  the  means  which 
this  plan  would  afford  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  ascertain  the  state,  of  the  public 
money,  if  at  any  time  there  tras  cause  to  sus- 
pect either  the  ability  or  the  honesty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  shall  not  fatigue 
the  committee,  however,  with  the  details  of  a 
scheme  wlib^  I  shall  not  propose  by  way  of 
amendment,  as  there  would  be  no  reasonable 
prospect  of  its  adi^tion  at  present  I  should 
greatiy  prefer  a  bill  carefbOy  framed  up<m  this 
baas  to  the  one  now  before  us ;  but  1  give  to 
that  the  decided  preference  over  the  other  al- 
ternatives, of  a  United  States  Bank,  or  the  con- 
nection between  the  Government  and  the  State 
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banks.  Donbtleas,  there  will  be  difficulties  at- 
tendant apon  any  scheme  for  regulating  the  ooa- 
tody  of  the  public  revenne.  The  money  pow«-, 
in  ul  its  combinatiioDa,  presents  the  most  diffi- 
oolt  proUem  to  be  »oma.  in  the  scienoe  of  Gov- 
ernment. Bat  we  must  choose  the  best  plan 
within  our  reach.  It  is  idle  to  expect  perfeo* 
tioa  in  a  ^stem  of  finance.  I  go,  sir,  for  the 
great  principle  of  divorce^  without  oommitting 
myself  to  the  spedfic  details  of  this  bill  further 
than  by  the  expresnon  of  a  preference  for  them 
OTOT  the  connection  between  bank  and  State. 
Id  that  comparison,  I  have  satisfied  myself  ihat 
a  does  not  increase  Executive  patronage,  as  its 
<^ponents  maintain ;  nor  do  I  believe  that  its 
tendency  will  be  to  retard  the  resumption  of 
specie  p^rmeuts.  It,  in  fact,  diminishes  the 
Executive  patronage  by  a  larger  amount  than 
any  other  reform  ever  proposed  nnd«r  this  Got- 
enunent.  It  subtracts  the  entire  amount  of 
huk  patroua^  from  the  Executive,  and,  in 
oompariflon  with  tlds,  the  few  additioiud  officers 
to  be  created  are  as  nothing.  How  is  this  bill, 
dr,  to  retard  the  resumption  of  n>eeie  payments 
by  the  banks !  They  will  be  amii,  it  is  said, 
of  runs  upon  them  for  specie  to  be  paid  for 
public  dues.  This  objection,  sir,  is  more  spe- 
ciooB  than  valid.  The  quarterly  receipts  of  tnis 
Government  will  range  from  six  to  eight  mil- 
lions. The  greatest  possible  amount  of  the  ad- 
^tion  to  be  made  to  the  legal  currency,  under 
this  bill,  would  be  six  or  eight  millions,  and,  in 
point  of  fitct,  I  am  informed  that  a  &r  less  sum 
would  suffice,  as  the  public  money  .is  paid  out 
nearly  as  lut  as  it  oomes  in.  Is  it  to  be  sap- 
posed,  dff  that  the  «ght  hundred  banks  oi  this 
oonntrj  oonld  not  meet  snob  a  zeqoidtim,  if 
ibej  were  ready  in  other  reepeots  for  the  re- 
mmption of  qwcie  payments!  But,  sir,  In  point 
<tf  uet,  the  requtution  for  specie  upon  the  banks, 
or  upon  the  oount^,  under  this  bilL  cannot 
amount  to  a  dollar  u  these  Tteasuiy  drafts  be 
issued  for  circulation,  as  I  presume  will  be  the 
case.  They  furnish  more  than  enough  of  me- 
dium for  Uie  collection  of  our  revenues.  The 
hanks,  Hr.  Chainnan,  cannot  resume  roecie 
payments  generally  until  the  foreign  debt  is 
nearly  or  wholly  liquidated.  When  that  is 
done,  if  they  will  elevate  the  value  their  cur- 
rency to  the  par  of  specie,  partiy  by  curtailing 
their  idrenlation  gradually,  and  witmn  the  limit 
of  the  present  disoonnt  upon  th^  P^>er,  and 
partly  by  a  Judidous  otnmwuid  of  exchanges  for 
oonTorUng  thdr  own  obligatitmsJUiey  may  then 
safely  resnme^ed^  pigments,  whenever  their 
paper  wiU  command  its  par  in  spedeinthemar- 
they  may  safely  undertake  to  ^ve  spwAe 
for  it  themselves.  This  I  believe  to  be  the  only 
true  mode  of  effecting  the  resumption,  and  thU 
operation  is  entirely  independent  of  the  fiscal 
action  of  tiie  Government.  Rely  upon  it,  sir, 
that  a  speedy  resumption  of  specie  payments  by 
any  other  means  would  be  impracticable,  with- 
out prodqcing  more  distress  uian  we  have  yet 
seen  in  the  community.  To  take  their  depre- 
dated paper  in  payment  of  the  poblio  dues, 


would  rob  them  of  all  inducement  to  rcfQios, 
as  the  Government  credit  would  thus  be  worfk 
more  to  them  than  it  woold  be  if  thdr  p^ 
was  convertible. 

Mr.  Uamos,  of  Tiiginia,  said:  My  great  s^ 
Jeotitms  to  the  measures  pn^waed  in  tins  191 
are,  that  they  are  not  at  all  ocmunensarate  with 
the  exigraotes  of  the  timea;  they  do  not  meet 
the  real  difficulty.  The  bill  dmply  ordains  thit 
tiie  Government,  after  a  limited  time,  wiU  re- 
ceive nothing  but  gold  and  silver  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  will  intmst  its  keeping  to 
its  own  officers  alone.  Kow,  if  there  were  a 
creative  power  in  our  law ;  if,  by  this  simple 
enactment,  the  bank  paper  could  be  drivoi  got 
of  circulation,  back  whence  it  came^  and  the 
precious  metals  substituted  in  soffident  qnanti- 
ties  to  meet  the  wants  of  society,  as  well  as  the 
demands  of  the  revenue,  the  cUef  ground  of 
my  oppontion  woold  be  at  once  removed.  I 
can  well  see,  from  the  experieswe  we  bare  had 
of  tiie  evil  tendendes  of  uie  banks  to  exeeadn 
issues,  (and  snchf  at  present,  are  my  dedded 
impressions,)  that,  whenever  the  currency  is 
piaoed  in  a  condition  to  bear  the  tribute^  the 
true  policy  of  Government  may  be  foond  to  be 
to  exact  its  dues  altogether  in  coin,  and  to 
withhold  its  revenue,  while  resting  between  its 
coUeotion  and  its  dUbnrsemoit,  from  the  use 
of  banks,  as  a  fund  to  increase  their  disoooBti. 
My  reasons  for  this  I  will  give  hereafter,  witen 
treating  of  the  proper  podtions.  which  tM  Got- 
emment  may  nltimati^  aasnme  toward  Ae 
State  banks. 

The  bill  is  to  operate  upon  the  cmrenoiyas  it 
now  is;  for  we  have  not  only  no  gouantea 
that  it  wiU  be  found  in  an  improved  emffitioa 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  (the  limited  time,) 
but  it  is  snsceptible  almost  of  denHMutaation 
that  one  necessary  consequence  from  the  pm- 
posed  law  will  be  to  contmne  the  oorreney  ia 
its  present  debased  conation. 

The  predoQs  metals,  all  will  agree,  are  now 
banished  fi-om  circulation.  Tb^  are  in  tha 
country,  I  grant  yon,  and  in  soffident  qoaatt- 
tics,  perhsps,  to  answer  their  aooustomed  do^ 
of  circolating  in  those  channds  ImIow  the  reacn 
of  bank  p^r ;  but  they  no  longer  pass  fron 
hand  to  hand  as  a  medium  of  exohange,  Thv 
former  exchangeable  value  has  been  converted, 
by  the  course  ct  trade  to  whidi  I  have  aUaded, 
to  a  valne  exdndvely  marketal^;  and  this 
they  have  fdlen  back,  and  are  entii^  nm^ed 
in  the  ctnnmon  and  general  mass  <tf  ncrabaa- 
dise.  Spede,  whether  in  coin  or  In  boIKon,  ta 
now  merchandise,  and  not  money ;  sad  those 
wiio  require  it  for  any  purpose  must  go  into  the 
market  and  buy  it  at  market  rates,  ss  tiiey 
would  any  ^d  of  merchandise  whatever. 
How  loiu^  then,  is  this  state  of  things  to  con- 
tinue? How  long  will  this  marketable  value 
attach,  which  detains  the  cohi  from  its  awst 
appropriate  function  as  ouxrent  money  t  And 
by  what  process  can  it  be  restored  to  oircnla^ 
tionf 

The  answer  to  the  two  first  inqnirka  is  vciy 

Digitized  by  Google 


Bttb-Trmmay  Bill 


BBBAXSS  or  G0NQEB8S. 


581 


OomnvlBSr.] 


B^TrmtmfBilL 


[a.  or  It. 


limple.  Specie  will  oontinne  to  be  merchaa- 
dlse,  BO  long  as  there  exists  my  demand  for  it 
neiUer  than  that  which  would  invite  or  retain 
H  in  olrcalotion.  It  was  drivea  out  of  circnla- 
tiaa  bjr  the  demand  for  axportatim,  after  the 
ImrineM  of  the  country  had  realisea  the  &ot 
that  oar  exports  were  insnf&dent  to  pay  for  onr 
imports.  The  balance  must  be  met,  and  the 
preoioas  metals  were -called  oat  of  (uroalation 
to  answer  this  new  demand.  It  is  a  necessary 
and  fundamental  law  of  correnoyi  that  where 
yon  have  two  media^  of  which  either  answers 
sll  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  one  of  them, 
beudes  those  pnrposes,  will  answer  another 
purpose  as  a  sabjeot  of  trade,  the  latter  will  fly 
at  ODoe  to  meet  the  new  demand,  and  leave  the 
duties  of  currency  exdoaiveiy  to  its  fellow. 

So  it  was  between  the  paper  and  the  specie, 
when,  by  the  exigencies  of  trade,  the  latter  was 
ndduilT  called  off  to  meet  the  new  demand 
mated  by  the  neoesin^  in  o(nnnierc&  of  extin- 
niihiiij;  the  balances  agauist  cmr  unpcniers. 
Tbtn  IS  no  mystery  in  ul  this.  Lnports  are 
to  be  paid  for  from  those  two  eoaroes  alone : 
by  the  produce  and  labor  of  the  importing  nft- 
tioo,  or  by  gold  and  silver;  and  whenever  the 
fimner  b  found  inadeqnate,  tiie  predoos  metala 
mast  make  up  the  deficiency. 

Thos'  stood  the  conntry  when  the  banks  sus- 
pended the  payment  of  specie.  They  had  an 
sgciwy,  and  a  large  agency,  I  grant  yon,  in 
brining  that  neceasdty  about;  pampering,  as 
they  did,  the  pride  of  commerce.  They  met  all 
its  demands,  honored  all  its  drafts,  as  wdl  in 
the  rage  for  importation,  as  in  those  extrava- 
gut  ipecalaUons  to  which  the  apparmt  pros- 
ptri^  of  the  age  gave  birth.  But  the  banka 
an  not  alone  to  Uune  in  this.  It'ls  doe  to  the 
oooasion,  and  will  ud  ns  In  searohiog  out  the 
Ine  remedy  a^nst  a  recurrence,  to  admit, 
Mndidly  and  fairly,  that  the  Government  itself 
•iw  as  little  the  miiohie&  that  would  fbUow 
from  the  extension  of  their  credit  as  the  banks 
did  themselves.  It  is  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  times,  and  should  be  recorded  on  the  same 
page,  that  when  the  deposits  were  given  to  the 
Btito  banks,  they  were  expressly  instructed  to 
make  them  the  basis  oi  new  Incentives  to  com- 
merdal  enterprise. 

Ida  not  ^Mak  this  at  all,  idr,  in  the  spirit  of 
nkoke ;  far,  very  hr  from  it.  I  addooe  it  only 
to  diow  tliat  the  Government  itsd;^  against 
whom,  as  some  have  sidd,  the  banks  have  com- 
mitted the  unpardonable  sin,  was  itself  actively 
histigatiog  tbem  to  that  very  eztenuoo,  now  so 
aealoosly  condemned.  How  far  the  banks 
mi^t  have  gone  in  extending  their  discounts, 
«pon  the  immense  deposit  thus  oast  upon  them, 
withoat  this  authoritative  hint,  none  can  easily 
But  it  is  fiur  and  reasonable  to  infer,  that 
this  license  In  advance  did  not  pais  nnim- 
poved. 

Having  stated  t^os  the  actual  condition  of 
the  currency,  and  briefly  traced  the  causes 
whioh-have  led  to  it,  let  us  inquire  next  what 
viQ  be  the  probable  operation  ot  a  law  that 


takes  no  acoonnt  of  its  enfeebled  state,  but  pe- 
remptorily demands,  after  a  given  day,  that  the 
entire  revenue,  amounting  to  some  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  up  in 
^Id  and  silver.  One  necessary  consequence, 
m  my  apprehension,  would  be,  effeetoally  to 
place  it  out  of  th«  power  of  the  banks  to  r^ 
some  the  paymwt  of  spede  within  any  reason- 
able time.  How  can  it  be  otherwise  f  liiey 
suspended  payment,  because  of  the  new  demand 
for  coin  ereated  by  the  exigendea  <tf  trade. 
They  have  not  yet  resomed,  becanse,  althoogh 
that  demand  has  entirely  diminished,  as  ahown 
by  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  yet  there  is  still 
demand  enough  to  warn  them  of  the  eonse- 
quences  of  an  attempted  resumption,  before  the 
trade  of  the  country  is  in  a  fit  condition  to  bear 
it.  Sir,  the  country  is  recovering  fast  from  the 
violent  and  sudden  convoltion  into  which  it  has 
been  lately  thrown.  It  cannot  otbenrise  be, 
when  we  consider  the  immense  resoaroea  of 
this  vast  wmtineatt  wislded,  a>  they  are,  1^  a 
people  whose  indnaby  and  enterprise  aoknowl; 
edge  no  other  limit  than  the  very  boonds  of  the 
earth.  But  the  Government  roust  keep  its 
hands  off;  time  most  be  allowed  for  the  lya- 
t«n  to  react,  before  any  new  or  additional  pres- 
sure can  be  borne. 

If  the  necesdties  of  cironlation  are  not  strong 
enough  now  to  bring  specie  into  general  use,  as 
part  of  the  currency,  becanse  of  the  existing 
collateral  demand  in  trade,  does  it  not  neoes- 
sarily  follow,  that  any  new  demand  will  have 
an  additional  effect  in  retarding  that  operation! 

Ton  create  this  new  denund  by  the  UU 
under  omnderMioD ;  pass  it,  and  yon  at  tmce 
increase  the  praniom  that  specie  ahready  bears 
over  ordinary  currency ;  yon  give  it  in- 
creased value  in  the  market  to  the  extent  of 
such  new  demand;  and  to  that  same  extent 
you  postpone  the  di^  when  it  can  return  into 
use  as  a  part  of  the  circulating  mediom.  Until 
that  day  comes,  it  is  impcesible  for  the  bai^ 
to  pay  out  specie  upon  their  notes ;  they  never 
can  do  BO,  until  the  demand  upon  them  is  re- 
duced to  a  naked  demand  for  circulation.  If  I 
am  correct  in  this  reasoning,  the  best  that  oouM 
be  hoped  for  under  the  proposed  law  would  be, 
that  It  should  remain  a  dead  letter  upon  the 
statute  book. 

I  think  I  have  ahown  that  we  could  have  no 
return  to  a  dronlation  of  specie  nnder  its  aa»> 
pices ;  and,  if  this  be  so^  do  you  believe,  does 
any  man  believe,  that  the  law  could  be  carried 
into  effect! 

What,  sir,  that  the  C^ovemment  alone  shoold 
be  paid  in  itilver  and  gold,  while  those  who 
have  the  payments  to  make  receive  nothing  bat 
irredeemable  p^>er  1  How  vain  and  idle  it  is 
to  expect  any  such  thiog.  I^  by  any  chance^ 
or  lucky  accident,  overruling  those  stem  neces- 
sities to  which  all  homan  affairs  are  snbject. 
the  exigency  €f  the  times  should  have  p^sea 
by,  before  your  policy  begins,  then  it  mighL 
thos  obance-fiBLTored,  be  that  the  scheme  eoald 
be  carried  out  Bnt  it  beoraies  oa  not  to  kgpb- 
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late  upon  Bnch  improbable  icoDtjngenoieB.  I 
want  no  better  evidence  of  what  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  twelve  months  hence,  mider 
the  operation  of  this  law,  than  what  is  now 
Aailj  passing  before  onr  eyes.  There  are,  it  is 
sud,  (and  I  presume  with  an  approximation  at 
least  to  the  ttnth,)  now  in  this  country  eighty 
millions  of  dollars  In  coined  metal.  By  the 
existing  lav,  (as  there  is  no  bank  paper  orai- 
Tertible  into  spede,)  Government  can  now  re- 
ceive nothing  bnt  ixnn  in  payment  of  any  part 
its  remine.  I  ask,  confidently,  is  any  part 
of  t^at  revenne  so  paid  ?  With  sXl  this  aMn- 
danoe  of  the  preoions  metals,  fnlly  three  times 
as  much  as  we  have  had  at  any  former  period, 
do  we  not  all  know,  that  none  whatever  is  paid 
into  the  Treasury  from  any  sonrce  of  rovenoe. 
I  mean  none,  when  compared  even  with  the 
lowest  necessity  of  the  pnblio  service.  The 
mint,  it  is  trae,  does  fornish  a  small  supply, 
barely  sofiicienL.if  at  all,  to  meet  those  de- 
mand whidi  coin  alone  will  satisfy.  But  this 
does  not  oome  in  any  shape  of  rerenue — far 
Bnm  it.  It  is  pnrchased  by  Government,  at 
market  rat^  and  a  premium  paid  upon  every 
dollar  that  is  bronght  in.  Bnch  is  the  present 
state  of  things,  under  the  operation  of  a  hard- 
money  law,  while  the  only  money  of  the  conn- 
try  is  in  irredeemable  paper;  apd  snch  must 
ever  continue  to  be  your  condition,  nnder  the 
operation  of  any  laws  that  yon  may  pass,  so 
long  as  the  money  which  yon  require  is  ban- 
ished, by  whatever  cause,  from  the  chaonela  of 
drculation. 

I  lay  down,  then,  this  position,  and  defy  any 
refutation:  that  the  Government  must,  as  a 
permanent  neoescnty,  deal  in  that  currency  in 
which  the  people  deal ;  it  is  the  law  of  its  cre- 
ation, and  inamHtrable  from  its  condition.  It 
mnst  receive  what  tiie  people'  receive,  and  pay 
what  they  pay — a  neoesd^  feom  which  Gov- 
ernment cannot  escape  if  it  vonld,  and  onght 
not  if  it  could. 

I  speak  of  this  as  a  permanent  necessity,  dis- 
tinguished ft-om  the  neoeasities  of  immediate 
want.  It  is  struggling  now  against  this  very 
want,  and  precisely  as  any  large  capitalist 
might  equally  do,  by  using  the  resonrces  of  its 
credit  to  supply  the  temporary  absence  of  rev- 
enue. Have  we  not  just  passed  a  law,  author- 
uang  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treasury  paper, 
for  this  very  pnrpose  t  I  mean  for  the  single 
purpose  of  reserving  the  Government  from  0ie 
neoesaitgr  ttf  omninff  down  at  onoe  to  the  irre- 
deemable paper  or  the  banks.  And  this  only 
to  answer  the  present  emergency;  for  it  will 
certainly  follow,  unless  that  medium  can  be 
restored,  in  which  alone  the  Government  is 
allowed  to  deaL  that  we  mnst  issue  at  least  ten 
millions  more,  before  we  retnm  home  fi-om  the 
ensuing  session.  Sir,  1  went  cordially  with  you 
in  this  use  of  Government  credit;  and  I  will  do 
BO  again  should  the  emergency  continue.  Bat 
I  tea  yon  fturly  and  candidly,  and  I  tell  the 
people,  too,  that  this  Treasury  issue  is  all  that 
saves  the  (Government  now  from  coming  down 
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at  once  to  bank  paper.  I  say  this,  sir,  becuise 
your  revenue  laws  exacting  gold  and  silver,  are 
not  and  cannot  be  enforced.  If  you  collect  aoy 
revenue,  it  can  only  be  in  that  very  paper,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  else  to  pay  with. 

Suppose,  then,  your  law  passed,  and  the  ctir- 
renoy  remidn,  as  under  audi  ptdiey  it  inevHaUy 
mnst  in  the  condition  that  it  now  is ;  wlwt  an 
yontodof  If  yon coidd enforce  thelawtlus, 
I  ask  why  do  yon  not  do  so  now.? 

Why  do  yon  not  now  compel  yonr  debtors  to 
go  into  market  and  buy  q>ecie,  in  order  to  re- 
plenish  the  Treasury?  So  far  firom  this,  we 
have  now  a  bill  before  us,  and  which  it  is  ad- 
mitted on  all  hands  must  pass,  to  save  the  Sec- 
retary from  the  necessity  of  to  idle  an  attempt. 
With  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars  now 
due  in  New  York  alone,  so  fax  from  exacting 
payment,  we  are  about  to  give  farther  time  on 
all  bonds  doe  and  to  become  due  between  tiik 
time  and  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

I  say,  then,  confidently,  pass  what  law  yon 
m^,  yon  cannot  have  yoor  revaues  ptdd  in 
spede,  80  long  as  it  remains  at  a  prenmna ;  and 
that  the  very  first  effbct  of  this  law,  1^^  raestiif 
a  new  demand,  would  be  to  increase  the  pre- 
mium, and  tiros  render  permanent  the  very  ex* 
igendea  to  which  your  le^slation  is  now  aet- 
nally  yielding. 

But  take  another  view  of  the  subject.  Snp- 
pose  the  law  carried  out,  what  then  would  fol- 
low 1  The  importer,  b^des  all  other  diai^ 
for  freight,  insurance,  duties,  dec.,  is  reqirired  to 
pay  five  or  ten  per  centum  for  specie  to  pay  the 
duties.  Certainly  this  latter  would  be  added 
to  the  price  of  the  commodity ;  and  thus  tfte 
whole  effect  of  your  policy  would  be  to  tax  the 
people  to  tiiis  extent,  in  order  that  Govemment 
might  deal  in  gold,  while  tiiey  were  left  to 
stni^le  on,  nnaided,  against  all  the  IDs  of 
worthless  paper  mon^. 

My  view  the  snlfject,  then,  Is  that,  bypass- 
ing this  law  now,  you  postpone  to  an  ind^ 
nite  period  the  resumption  of  specie  paymals 
by  the  State  banks ;  toat  until  they  do  mani^ 
the  law  must  be  inoperative,  and  the  Treasury 
supplied  by  loans ;  or,  if  enforced,  besides  cre- 
ating a  new  and  heavy  tax  upon  all  foreign 
merchandise,  the  sole  effect  will  be  to  enrich 
the  offloe-holdera,  and  all  v  ho  feed  upon  the 
public  crib,  at  the  expense  of  the  re^t  of  the 
connnunity.  I  know,  sir,  that  this  last  otjM- 
tion  has  been  scouted  as  mere  fdang,  as  pirt  of 
ft  mere  **  rabble,"  and  unworthy  of  notice.  But 
I  tell  yon  that  it  has  never  been  met,  and  that 
it  cannot  be  overthrown.  I  do  not  believe  (and 
that  disbelief  is  founded  on  the  experience  at 
the  present  day)  that  such  a  law  could  be  car- 
ried out ;  but  if  it  were,  the  host  of  Goveco- 
ment  dependents  would  grow  rich  under  it 
They  would  have  money  worth  five  or  ten  dol- 
lars more  in  the  hundred  than  the  money  used 
by  the  people ;  and  the  people  would  be  taxed 
to  the  extent  of  -tiiis  five  or  ten  dollara  in  the 
hundred,  to  fhmish  tiw  former  witbthe  better 
currency. 
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The  great  forcing  prooass  bow  in  contompla- 
tion,  will  work  the  very  reverse  of  what  was 
tben  so  stremioiulr  wgad.  It  will  pat  all  oar 
goUeii  dreanu'  to  mgb^  oi  the  haloycm  da7s  of 
Evd  money,  and  tlw  States  will  he  ocnnpelled, 
firom  tbMT  luoaaAlj,  to  lioenu  woe  more  the 
yttf  lowest  issne  of  bank  paper.  Seeing  these 
tUoga,  as  I  clearly  do  in  prospect,  under  the 
flmntioa  of  the  proposed  law,  I  can  have  no 
ttoiee  bat  to  raise  mj  voice  against  it. 

As  to  so  mnch  of  the  bill  as  constitutes  the 
floUeoton  of  the  revenue,  with  the  mint  and  its 
branohes,  depositories  of  the  public  monej,  I 
have  bat  litue  to  say.  It  is  COTtaioIy  sabjeot 
to  Tciy  strtHig  ob,}eotion8,  not  the  least  of  which 
is,  the  very  great  increase  of  patronage  to  which 
it  must  give  rise ;  and  a  patronage  of  the  most 
daogeKHis  influence,  as  being  so  immediately 
floone^ed  with  the  pubUo  money.  Heither  is 
1U»  tkgfiotiaa  at  all  answered,  when  it  is  said 
that  the  patronage  will  be  leas  than  that  exer- 
dsed  in  the  iotercoarse  between  the  Govem- 
BMBt  and  the  deposit  banks ;  becaose,  by  the 
iHmtrie  snbetitate  of  a  special  for  a  general  de- 
pent,  bU  patronage  will  be  at  once  taken  away ; 
and  on  the  score  of  safety,  the  difference  is  inr 
ealoDlable. 

Whether  I  re^;ard,  then,  the  pemicions  in- 
flnenoe  which  this  bill  roust  exercise  upon  the 
cnrrency,  if  now  enacted  into  law,  or  the  inad- 
•qaioy  of  its  provisions  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
ttw  money,  I  am  equally  oonstnuned  to  with- 
hotd  my  assent  In  the  first  aspect,  it  has 
aerer  been  snhmitted  to  the  coon  try,  and  has 
bad  veiy  little  oonsideratifm  here.  Tba  innsh 
•nUaa  is  too  great,  th*  tranriticm  too  violent, 
ftvoi  all  previoas  usage,  to  be  tbos  saddraJy 
mat 

[The  debate  vaafurther  continued  by  Kessra  Bob- 
bsoa,  Haynes,  Calhoun  of  Mass.,  Pope,  Cuabman, 
aad  Wm.  Coat  Johnaon.] 


Fbidat,  October  IS. 

SmujunUion  /or  Lonet  in  ih»  Florida  Cam- 
paifftu. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbittlbskt,  oluurman  of 
the  Oonunlttee  of  Cl^ms,  the  House  took  np 
the  bill  reported  by  that  committee,  to  amend 
the  Irin  making  provision  for  the  remaneratioa 
<f  vtdoDtem  Mia  others,  fiHT  horses,  &o.,  lost  in 
the  mifitaryaervioe  of  the  United  States.  ' 

FTbe  OonimiCtee  of  Claims  accompanied  this 
bill  with  a  report,  stating 

"  That  Hercral  claims  are  presented  to  the  com- 
idttee,  arising  from  the  horses  and  saddles,  and 
odter  equipage  of  disbanded  mounted  roluntecre, 
baling  been  turned  over  to  the  United  States,  by  the 
order  of  General  Jesnp,  as  it  is  alleged,  when  said 
voburteers  were  disn^ned  fVom  the  aemoe. 

**It  ts  represented  to  the  committee  by  Colonel 
Uofc  anting  adjotapt  to  Cokmel  Quilfidd'a  regiment 
if  AlalMma  moanted  voloaleen  fat  norida,  tlMt  moat 
«C  the  drimsnts  with  whom  he  is  aoqMinted  are 


young  men  who  obtained  their  horses  and  equipue 
OD  credit,  and  that  they  are  obliged  to  look  to  the 
United  States  for  the  value  of  the  property  to  enaUe 
them  to  make  payment  to  the  persons  of  whom  thqr 
purchased.  Host,  if  not  all,  of  the  claimanta  were 
sick  at  the  time  they  were  dismissed,  or  left  the  ser- 
vice on  ftuiough ;  and  it  was  thought  best  by  General 
Jesnp  that  they  should  return  home  by  water,  rattier 
than  encounter  the  fadgne,  hudships,  and  da^er  of 
ratimdng  home  by  land  Hie  cmmnittee,  at  the  last 
searion  &  Congress,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of 
Jaates  L.  Kenner,  whose  horse  was  turned  over  to 
the  Uidted  States  by  the  order  of  the  commanding 
oBSoer,  on  the  discharge  of  said  Kenoer  by  reasoa  of 

"  The  committee  refer  to  tint  report  In  the  first 
volume  of  Beports,  Ko.  8.  The  number  of  claims 
that  wiU  be  embraced  under  a  general  law,  Colonel 
King  thinks  may  be  one  hundred.  It  appears  to  the 
committee  it  is  expedient  to  proirtde  for  this  class  of 
cases  by  a  general  law.**] 

The  Hoose  haiing  restdved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bUl,  Buoos  in 
the  duur,) 

Ur.  Cabtbb  said  he  was  not  opposed  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  except  that  its 

S revisions  were  not  sufficiently  extensive.  It 
id  not  embrace  a  class  of  cases  of  real  hardship 
that  he  believed  existed.  He  said  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
committee,  and  at  the  same  time  suggest  to  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  that  there  were  among  the  volunteers 
some  casee  of  real  and  peculiar  hardships,  that 
were  not  yet  provided  for  by  law,  although 

rat  exm^ona  were  made  at  the  last  Congress 
tbdr  behalf;  and  he  would  now  tender  to 
the  homurahle  waiiman  of  the  Committee  oi 
Cl^ms  his  acknowledgments  of  eratitude  for 
his  assiduity  and  exertions  favorable  to  the  re- 
lief of  those  patriotic  young  men  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent,  and  who  had  sostained  loss- 
es in  the  service  of  their  conntry. 

Sir,  I  will  take  occasion  to  say  here  that,  in 
my  opinion,  (if  the  reports  be  true  that  have 
reached  my  ears,)  the  Qovemment  has  not 
dealt  as  kindly  and  as  liberally  as  she  should 
have  done  towards  the  volunteers  of  Tennes- 
see. We  provided  by  law  at  the  last  Coiuresit 
that  the  soldiers  or  volunteers  who  had  ren- 
dezvoused, were  mastered,  and  immediately 
discharged,  dioald  be  p^d  one  month's  ml 
pay ;  and,  by  the  estimates  fbmished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cl^ms  by  the  War  Department,  oae 
month's  ftall  pay  wasmadetoamounttobetwem 
$65  and  $70, 1  think,  perhaps,  $68  and  some 
cents ;  and,  by  the  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  under  the  old  law,  another  class  of 
tiiose  volunteers,  that  were  indefinitely  fur- 
loughed,  and  required  to  return  to  service  if 
they  should  be  ordered  to  do  bo,  were  to  be 
cousideredin  service nntil  absolutely  discharged, 
and  conseqnentiy  were  entitled  to  their  full  pay. 
I  have  heurd  some  hints,  sir,  that  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  earned  into  effect  this  law, 
and  this  denuou,  as  was  contemplated  by  Con- 
gress and  thoM  representatives  who  were.?- 
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ed  to  to  gnard  and  snat&ln  the  rights  of  those 
particular  individuals.  I  do  not  knoTr,  nr,  how 
far  the  War  Departm«it  has  fidled  in  a  compli- 
ance with  the  law ;  nor  have  I  any  idea  as  to 
what  extent  those  Tdtmteers  have  been  iirinred 
by  the  defalcations  of  the  Oormmient.  Bnt  I 
hope,  and  I  have  no  donbt,  I  will  be  able  to 
obtain  the  information ;  and,  if  mj  fears  are 
realized,  and  ther  have  been  defintaded  out  of 
tnj  portion  of  the  omoant  that  OongreM  in- 
tended they  Bhoold  hare,  and  I  cannot  obtain 
redress  by  an  application  to  the  Becretary  of 
War,  I  wUl  feel  myself  bonnd  to  bring  the  sab- 
Ject  agun  to  the  consideration  of  this  Honse, 
beHering  that  the  representatives  of  the  people 
are  ready  upon  all  oocadons  to  do  jastJce  to  the 
people.  And  I  am  glad  now  to  have  the  assnr- 
anoe  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  OlaiiDS,  he  will  afford  all  the  aid  in 
Us  power  to  madia  to  Hie  volnnteers  oi  my 
State  ample  compensation  for  their  service  and 
ttidr  losses,  at  the  next  meeting  of  Oongress.  I 
have  also  a  right  to  complain,  on  behalf  of 
these  men,  in  anotfier  point  of  view.  I  am  in- 
formed onr  volunteers  were  paid  off  in  the 
depreciated  bank  paper  that  was  perhaps  ten  or 
fifteen  per  cent,  below  par.  If  this  betra&  and 
my  former  suggestions  be  true,  that  they  have 
not  been  paidas much  as  Oongress  intended 
them  to  have,  why,  sir,  your  volunteer  soldiery 
of  Tennessee  have  been  cheated  and  deftanded 
ont  of  hal^  or  at  least  a  large  portion'  of  their 
Jnst  doeiL  And  if  so^  we  must  ask  Oongress 
jiereafter,  whenevw  the  tme  state  of  &cts  can 
be  aseartnned,  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  merits 
of  those  cbumants  may  justly  and  honestly  de- 
mand. And  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  aitipo- 
sition  heretofore  manifested  by  this  House,  and 
by  the  Oommitteo  of  Olums,  in  reli^on  to  this 
deserving  and  meritorioos  class  <k  claimants, 
that  ample  relief  will  be  awarded  them. 

The  bill,  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  pawed. 

Tha  3ub-Treantrif  Bill 
On  motion  of  Ur.  CxsiBBBUtKo,  the  Honse 
then  went  into  Oonumttee  of  Uie  Whole,  and 
resomed  the  oonrideration  of  the  Beiute  bill  im- 
poring  additional  dntiee  on  certain  offioers. 

ib,  Imasx,  of  South  Oarolhu,  after  an  ex- 
tended elementary  view  of  onrrency,  went  on 
to  say :   Sir,  I  have  been  driven  to  this  elemen- 
tary way    considering  the  subject,  by  the  course 
which  tiie  a^^nment  has  taken  here  and  el^ 
where,  and  because,  in  solemnly  reviewing , as  we 
are  now  compellea  to  do,  the  whole  monetary 
system  of  the  country,  it  is  of  the  very  last  im- 
portance that  the  subject,  in  all  its  aspects, 
should  be  tairlj  presented  to  the  people. 
T  shall,  therefore,  proceed  briefly  to  conader 
>'    qnestion,  how  far  it  is  practicable  or  desir- 
-   ■  .r>  Bubstitnte  a  metaUio  onrrency  for  bank 
.  r   17  even  very  materially  to  widen  the 
lis  ctf  ottr  preswt  cironlation. 
-c-  .  .  twin  hardly  be  diluted  that,  by 
...  to  the  piedons  metals,  ai  the 
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only  medium  of  exchange  for  the  whcfe  eoos- 
mercial  world,  theopermtioua  of  trade  wooldbe 
everywhere  emburamed  and  impeded,  and  Hm 
value  of  m<Hiey  enhanced;  or,  whidi  i*  tfai 
samo  thii^  the  prices  of  commodities  redaetd 
in  an  incalculable  d^ree.  How  ftr  a  rinribr 
effect  has  already  been  prodoeed,  by  the  Ari- 
nution  of  the  supply  from  the  Hextean  taA 
South  American  mines,  within  the  last  twan^ 
years,  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  cootro- 
verted  questions  of  the  day.  This  is  not  a  fit 
occasion  for  stating  the  argumenta  advanced 
by  the  advocates  of  different  views  of  that  sob- 
ject,  but  I  will  mention  to  the  committee,  thtf 
in  a  very  able  work,  to  whidi  I  have  alresdy 
referred  as  having  been  recmtlyseot  tome,  tlie 
author,  who  examines  this  point  with  perfbot 
candor,  advances  the  opinitm,  that  thoosands 
have,  within  the  period  allnded  to,  been  prerap- 
itated  into  embarrassments  from  that  eaoae 
alone.*  If  it  be  tone,  as  is  aliased  by  Jaa^ 
that  the  whole  stock  of  coin  in  dnndatkn  in 
18Sd,  was  less,  by  upwards  of  ^£60,0001,006^ 
than  that  which  circulated  in  1809 ;  and  if 
any  thing  like  the  supposed  diminution  of  ths 
actual  quantity  by  abrasion,  by  loss,  by  con- 
sumption in  manafaotnres  takes  place,  (gbs 
per  cent.*  a  year,)  it  beomes  a  matter  of  Bentm 
speculation,  what  means  shall  be  adopted  to  eb> 
viate  so  great  an  inconv«ni«ice  asacontinoaDy 
decreasing  metallic  basis,  at  a  period  when  com* 
merce  and  its  productive  powers  are  so  in- 
mensely  on  the  increase.  Sir,  that  questioa  is 
infiidtely  more  int««stingin  a  Ughly  progrsMTS 
country  than  in  any  other.  InsudiaoountiT,tks 
currency  must  be  r^nlariy  enlarged,  with  ths 
growth  of  its  popnlation  and  oi  its  prodnellie 
power,  or  it  is  subjected  to  the  most  terrible  «f 
all  evils,  falling  prices.  Everybody  that  ha 
ever  treated  of  such  subjects,  has  dwelt  npos 
the  effects  of  an  increasing  enrrency,  as  wa^ 
derfnlly  fevorable  to  indusUy.  No  more  stA- 
ing  example  of  this  truth  can  be  demred  tbm 
what  was  witnessed  in  the  16th  oenttoy,  afttr 
the  importation  of  gold  and  silver  from  Amer 
ica  be{^  to  produce  a  dedded  effect  upon  the 
distribution  of  wealth.  It  is  admittea  on  sE 
hands,  to  have  been  the  period  of  the  greatest 
improvement  in  society  that  has  oocnired  in  iti 
history;  and  of  all  countries,  be  it  remembeia^ 
Engluid  ben^ted  most  by  the  genoral  risa  <tf 

E rices,  beoanse  so  large  a  portion  of  her  ftnaos 
eld  leases  for  Img  turns  of  years,  and  pmi 
money  rents ;  the  Increase  of  the  cirowioa 
operating  to  reduce  the  real  valne  of  there* 
turns  made  to  the  landlord  in  Dsvor  <^  Us  tea- 
ant.  The  great  benefit  of  a  foil,  and  espuially 
an  increasing  circulation,  thus  consists  noton^ 
in  guickening  and  facilitating  exchanges,  fitsuf 
an  immense  stimulus  to  industry,)  but  in  secor> 
ing  to  the  industrious  classes  rather  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  income  of  society  than  they 
would  otherwise  eqjoy.  Every  thing  which  they 
buy  to  sell  again  advances  in  price  while  it  is 
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Id  their  hands,  ood  this  nnquestionsbU  trnth  is 
of  itself  s  total  refaUtion  of  all  that  is  said 
eoooeming  the  opi»«ssive  operation  of  bank 
paper  upon  the  juvdnotiTe  olaases,  by  the  very 
panoM  who^  in  the  same  braathf  i^eak  of  its 
eMesB  and  depreciation. 

With  •  popolatioD,  than,  inereaaiog  at  the 
mto  of  fimr  or  fire  per  orat  a  year,  and  with 
SB  aoeomnlation  of  capital  and  productiTe  power 
proporHonably  greater,  I  hold  it  to  be  utterly 
^Mord  to  talk  of  any  thing  like  a  metallio  eni^ 
nney  in  the  United  States.  There  is  no  posti- 
Ue  means  of  pnxmring  it ;  and  if  by  any  means 
h  ooold  be  proonred,  I  Tentore  to  affirm  that 
our  peo|de  woold  get  rid  <^  it  in  the  coarse  of 
a  few  years,  thoo^  all  the  penal  laws  of  Spwn 
against  the  exportaUon  of  gold  and  silver  should 
be  re-enacted  here— 4aws  which  were  passed 
with  no  other  eSSsct,  even  in  that  oonnto^,  bnt 
to  diow  the  utter  ftitility  ot  sooh  legislati<»i.  I 
■7,  rir,  that,  with  their  jnesent  habits  of  aotire 
wterpriM  and  striot  economy,  tha  American 
ftOM  would  expwt  the  predons  metals  as  fut 
as  uey  were  imported,  beyond  any  amoant  of 
them  which  might  be  absolotely  neoessanr  for 
tte  domesde  exchanges  of  the  coontry,  and  they 
would  do  BO,  beeanse  gold  and  silver  woold  be 
of  mm  use  abroad  in  porohasiDg  commodities, 
and  woold  be  wholly  snperflooos  at  home, 
where  paper  would  do  as  well.  If  yon  pat 
down  "  the  banks,"  it  woold  have  no  effect  bat 
to  set  up  something  worse  in  their  place,  in  the 
riispe  of  private  p^r.  There  are  some  things 
ever  which  the  most  despotic  lawgivers  are  nn- 
aU«  to  exercise  any  control ;  and  one  of  them, 
ai  all  experienoe  shows,  is  this  commerce  in 
boBioB. 

Sir,  it  haa  been  aald  that  the  onl^  adTantage 
of  a  pMer  oorrMuqr  over  the  prodous  metau, 
oooristamitsciieiqmeaB.  I  am  by  do™®<"^" 
Ton  iB»-  gather  mm  what  I  have  stUd,  ready  to 
abrituiia;  but  supposing  it  to  be  true,  is  that 
Mvtag  redly  an  unimportant  matter?  Kr. 
GiOifti,  in  a  pamphlet  of  ngnal  ability,*  has, 
» I  eoneeive,  fallen  into  a  grave  error  on  this 
nlffect,  whidi  it  is  so  much  the  more  im^rt- 
ant  to  rectify,  as  I  perceive  that  he  has  nusled 
others  more  di^tosed  than  himself  to  turn  a 
qwoolative  error  int»  a  practical  misdiief.  He 
states  the  whole  benefit  derived  from  the  ose 
of  pqwr,  instead  of  the  predous  metals,  in  the 
Umted  Stataa  in  1880,  including,  ander  the 
ii»e  of  droolation,  private  dwosits  In  tiie 
hanks,  as  they  oo^t  udoubtedly  to  be^  at 
•boat  five  miUiona  of  dAHara  a  year.  It  is  true 
thst,  Booording  to  prindples  admitted  by  Hr. 
Gallatin,  the  progret»  oi  the  country,  both  in 
wealth  Mid  p^pal*^<^  ^  seven  yean, 
woold  require  a  very  eoa^erable  addition  to 
be  nude  to  this  estimate,  in  order  to  a  correct 
i^lcation  of  it  to  our  actual  condition.  But, 
nr,  H  appears  to  me  that  the  estimate  was 
made  on  data  altogetbererroneoos.  In  the  first 
place,  the  quantity  of  oarranciy,  if  it  were  me- 
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taUio,  necessary  to  the  drcolation  of  this  coun- 
try, was  prodigiously  underrated.  For  reasons 
that  need  not  oe  stated  here,  it  is  found  tiiat  a 
given  amount  of  metallic  onrrenoy  does  not  <ur* 
culate  as  rapidly  as  an  equal  amount  ol  p^er, 
and,  therefore,  thatmoreof  itBB,«at«H«^arwM^ 
required  to  do  the  aame  hutinesa,  But,  with- 
out going  into  meh  mlnnte  inquiry  here,  why 
shouM  the  United  States,  wiUi  sixteen  n^iona 
of  inhabitants,  and  relatively  the  most  active 
trade,  both  foreign  and  dwnestie,  in  the  worid, 
and  with  extnwdlnaiy  productive  power  of 
all  sorts,  not  need,  at  the  very  leai^  half  the 
circulation  in  France,  with  only  double  their 
popolation,  and  not  half  their  industry  ?  The 
stress  that  ought  to  be  i$id  on  this  latter  ctr^ 
oumstanoe  may  be  illnstrated  by  comparing 
Asia  with  Earope  in  this  particular:  dohhle 
the  population  in  the  former,  possesring,  ao- 
cording  to  the  most  accurate  researches,  oaHf 
one-fifth  the  quantity  of  gtdd  aoid  diver,  whi^ 
in  addition  to  paper  of  all  aortu^  la  reqnirM 
in  the  latter.  Now,  the  oironlati«i  of  franoe 
was,  before  the  fint  Kevidotioo,  aet  down 
bv  Keckar  at  ^£88,000,000;*  and  Thiers,  in 
his  histwy  of  that  event,  makes  a  dmilar 
estimatftt  Its  present  amount  oagbt,  in  retat- 
enoe  to  tho  increase  of  her  capital  and  populi^ 
tiour  to  be  at  least  600,000,000  dollars  ;  and 
accordingly,  as  was  observed  by  one  of  my  ool- 
leagues,  (Mr.  Thompson,)  it  is  stated  at  tlut  on 
'good  authority .|  Kr.  Rothschild,  in  his  exam- 
inaticm  before  the  committee  (rf  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  1882,  mentions  the  paper  drcola- 
tion of  the  Bank  France  as  amoontinc  to 
750,000,000  fVancs.  Aoocnding  to  this,  then, 
we  abowd  leqidra,  m  tiie  fboting  ot  popola- 
tion alona,  at  toast  800,000,00ft  doUan.  Bo 
much  for  the  amoant ;  now  for  the  loss  upra  it. 

Hr.  Gallatin  oonddera  only  aa  so  much  in- 
terest on  dead  capital,  and  even  the  intoreet  ha 
pats  at  an  exceedingly  low  rate.  But  1 4>pre- 
hend  the  difference  to  the  eountry  between 
having  a  vast  inert  mass  of  gold  and  diver  aa 
currency,  and  toming  it  into  productive  eqiitd 
must  be  determined  not  in  relation  to  interest 
merely,  but  to  the  profit  of  stock  Idd  out  in 
active  industry,  which  is  nowhere  In  this  coun- 
try less  than  ten  per  oenl,  and  in  the 
nuj^ority  of  eases,  the  new  Statee  and  aU  in- 
duded,  nearer  doable  that  amount  «i  an  aver- 
age. You  see,  then,  sir,  what  an  enormous 
loa»  a  metaUi*  onrreney  would  be  to  tbe  nation, 
withont  taldng  kito  accennt  its  wear  and  tear. 
Look  back  at  the  half  eentury  that  has  passed 
away,  and  say  what  that  loss  would  have  been, 
on  prindi^ee  of  e(«npound  intereat,  firom  tbe 
begmning  up  te  the  present  day.  Why,  dr,  it 
exceeds  dl  powers  of  calcolatioD,  nay,  of  imag- 
ination. Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  so 
important,  so  pdpable  a  truth,  dthoagh  never 
stJted  in  abrtnet  terms,  or  as  a  generu  propo- 
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ritton,  has  not  ooenmd  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Thejr  hare  Uit  it,  without  per- 
e^Ting  it ;  tii^x  acted  upon  it,  without 
nKKHung  abovt  it;  they  hare  perfectly  well 
comprehended  the  uses  of  money,  without 
stadying  the  prindplea  of  onrrenoy ;  and  they 
have  pNferted  paper  as  a  oiroolatiog'  medium 
to  gom  and  ulver,  on  the  simplest  maxims  of 
prudenee  and  economy.  You  may  depend 
upon  it,  this  oonolosion  is  as  deeply  rooted  as 
it  is  Just  Tou  will  nerer  he  able  to  shake  it. 
All  your  noltoy  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  all  legia- 
laldon  will  be  forever  vua  which  oomes  into 
ecMiflict  with  the  genius  of  a  people,  eq»ecially 
in  matters  so  deeply  and  visibly  affecting  their 

Envate  interest  The  barbarian  who,  In  his 
npotent  rage,  threw  fetjtws  into  the  Hdles- 
pmit,  and  aooiuiced  its  foaming  billows,  did  not 
wage  a  mom  iuMiie  war  agiinst  the  nature  of 
things. 

But  we  are  tcdd  that  if  it  ts  an  experiment 
that  has  been  proposed  to  us,  we  need  not  be 
^rmed  at  it,  because  we  are  accustomed  to 
axperimMits,  s^Od  sncoessful  ones ;  that  our  con- 
stitution itself  is  a  mere  experiment  Sir,  I 
deny  it  ntteriy,  and  he  that  says  so  shows  me 
that  he  has  eitiier  not  studied  at  all,  or  studied 
to  very  little  purpose,  the  history  and  genius 
of  oar  institntions.  The  -great,  cause  of  their 
pro^Mrons  results — a  cause  which  every  one  of 
the  many  attempts  dnce  vdnlymade  to  imitate 
them  on  this  continent  or  in  Europe  only  dem< 
oostratei  ttie  more  deariy— Is  precisely  the 
eontrar^.  It  ts  beeanse  our  fathers  made  no 
experiments,  and  had  no  experiment  to  make, 
that  their  work  has  stood.  They  were  forced, 
by  a  TiolatioB  tif  their  historical  hereditary 
rights  under  the  cdd  common  law  of  th^  race, 
to  diss<dve  their  connection  with  the  mother 
country.  Their  extemsl,  their  federal  rel^ons 
were  of  course  changed,  and  in  that  respect, 
and  in  that  respect  only,  they  were  compelled 
to  do  their  best  in  the  novel  situation  in  which 
they  stood.  What  relates,  therefore,  merely  to 
the  onion  of  the  States  is  all  ttuit  nves  the 
least  countenance  to  this  superficial  idea  of  on 
**  experiment  which  has  done  so  much  to  rois- 
gnide  the  ipeonlatkma  of  some  visionary  ndnds 
i^on  thesa  important  matters.  Even  in  this 
respect,  hovever^  an  attentive  atady  oS  oor 
history  will  show  that  Btnmg  federal  tendendes 
existed,  and  had,  frequenUy,  on  former  ooca- 
sioDs,  manifested  themselves.*  But  the  whole 
CMisUtotion  of  society  in  the  States,  the  great 
body  and  bulk  <tf  Hmr  pnblio  law,  with  all  its 
ma^dms  and  principles^  aH  that  is  republican,  in 
short,  in  onr  iostitatiouii,  remained  after  the 
Revelation,  and  remains  now,  with  some  Tory 
subordinate  modifloations,  what  it  was  from 
the  banning.  Our  written  constitutions  do 
nothing  but  consecrate  and  fortify  the  "  plain 
rules  of  ancient  liberty,"  handed  down  with 
Magna  Oharta  from  the  earliest  history  of  our 
race.   It  is  not  a  piece  of  paper,  sir,  it  is  not  a 
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few  abstnctlima  engrossed  on  parchment,  thst 
make  five  Gorranmenta.  Ko,  sir,  the  law  ot 
liberty  must  be  huwibed  on  the  heait  of  tbe 
dtJzen ;  the  wchyI,  If  I  m^y  use  the  expreirioa 
without  irreverenoe,  must  become  fleu ;  y«a 
mnst  have  a  whole  people  trained,  disaplined, 
bred,  yea,  and  bom,  as  oor  fathers  were,  to  in- 
stitutions like  ours.  Before  the  ecd<Hiies  enat* 
ed,  the  petition  of  right,  that  Magna  Oharta  of 
a  more  enlightened  age,  hod  been  preseiaed  ia 
1626  by  Lord  Coke  and  his  immortal  oompesn 
Our  founders  brought  it  with  th«an,  uu  we 
have  not  gone  one  step  beyond  them.  Thej 
brongfat  these  maxims  of  civil  liberty,  not  in 
their  libraries  but  in  their  souls ;  not  as  philo- 
sophical prattle — not  as  barren  Moeralitiefl^  bat 
as  mksof  onktoet;  as  a  sjrmbol  of  public  dn^ 
and  private  ri^t,  to  be  adhend  to  with 
gions  fidelity ;  and  the  varr  first  pSnim  thak 
set  his  foot  upon  the  rock  <a  Flymonm,  sUffed 
forth  a  living  constitution  I  armed  at  sU  pointa 
to  defend  and  to  perpetuate  the  liberty  to 
which  he  had  devoted  his  whole  being. 

It  <Hily  remains  for  me  to  advert  briefly  to 
one  or  two  additional  topics,  and  I  have  done. 
It  has  been  argued  as  if  the  currency  given  to 
bank  paper  in  this  oonntry  were  dae  almost  ex- 
durively  to  the  countenance  which  Goven- 
ment  uGfords  it  by  receiving  it  in  paymoitof 
pnblic  does.  Certainly,  sir,  the  p^ronage  of 
Government  is  an  important  concurring  eaase 
of  this  credit,  bat  it  is  not  trae  that  it  is  esse*- 
tial  to  it  What  does  the  house  of  Bothsekfll 
owe  to  the  GovemmentB  of  Europe— that  bom 
to  which  all  the  Governments  on  the  contineit 
are  obliged  to  have  recourse  in  tiieir  finannd 
exigencies  ?  And  here  let  me  call  the  sttoitiai 
of  those  who  deolsim  so  vehemently  against  the 
agency  of  banking  corporations,  to  the  fto^ 
that  this  mighty  house,  with  ijs  searody  I«m 
than  royal  influence  and  s[Jendor,  like  moit  et 
the  other  establishments  of  the  same  kind  is 
Europe,  is  no  corporation  at  all,  hnt  a  men 
private  partnership ;  and  to  the  additional  &ct, 
that  this  colossal  fortane  has  been  nmssitii  ia 
littie  more  than  a  sin^  geoeratMm,  by  an  ob> 
score  person,  IxMm  in  a  comer  of  the  Jadca 
Straase  <tf  Frankfort  on  the  Mun,  and  his  fear 
sons.  Doywi  not  see,  then,  sir,  Uiat  theofim 
oommon-pUees,  about  "the  money  powo^" 
and  the  "political  powers,"  either  have  aa 
meatung,  or  ^>ply  with  all  their  force  to  eiwy 
accamnlation  of  coital,  and  all  the  great  resdU 
of  modem  commerce  ?  The  "  money  po««i^'' 
I  presume,  ugnifies  "  the  power  of  moD^," 
which  is  widely  diffused  in  this  country,  thanks 
to  the  protection  of  equal  laws,  and  wbkh  will 
exist  and  continue  to  have  its  inflnenoe  eo  loog 
as  those  laws  shall  protect  it  from  confiscntioi), 
whether  it  shall  borrow  the  credit  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  the  Government  shall  bonow  its 
credit  It  is  scarcely  neoessary  to  notioe  an 
idea,  analogous  to  the  last,  wUdi  baa  been  very 
modi  insirted  <ni,  and  that  ia,  that  the  eoM- 
meroe  of  New  Twk  has  been  buUt  np  by  Go*^ 
emment  creditsL  Why,  sir,  this  does  ^pear 
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to  me  too  extravagant  to  need  eipoeare.  New 
York  baa  been  baUt  up  hj  ber  noquestioDable 
luitanl  advantages^  and  there  is  no  measure  of 
itSm  Government — there  is  only  one  event  that 
ean  pooribly  deprire  her  of  hat  immenie  oom- 
■aerelai  asoendeooj,  the  {Uncdntion  cS  the  Union 
— tint,  and  notlung  but  tiiat,  oaa  do  it  Oom- 
maroa,  as  I  have  uneady  remarked,  kads  OTery- 
where  to  oeobvlization :  look  at  Liverpool — 
look  at  Havre,  the  last  is  a  hard  money  ooon- 
try.  Bat  on  this  bead  there  is  a  very  impor- 
tant oonsideratimi,  whioh  has  been  urged  with 
all  his  admirable  eloquence  by  one  of  my  ool- 
kagoea  in  the  Senate,  (Ur.  Pbzston.)  If  this 
ooncentration  of  oommeroial  bojdnesa  in  that  city 
be  iiyarioas  to  the  others  now,  what  will  it  hi- 
oome  if^  by  collecting  the  revenue  in  gold  and 
ailrer,  and  thus  TnnVing  mid  and  silver  mere 
merchandise,  yon  add  to  Ute  disadvantaged  of 
centealixatlon  all  the  ^ffieolties  of  prooniing 
emn ;  make  New  York  the  great  ^>eoie  mar- 
ket: and  render  the  whole  oountay  tributary 
to  the  money  changers  of  Wall  street! 

a  word  more  to  the  Soath,  and  for  the 
South.  When  your  system  of  protection  was 
stillin  all  its  vigor,  we  (I  mean  the  people  of  Soath 
GaroUna)  sent  yoa  a  protest  against  its  prinoi- 
plos  and  tendency,  which  contained,  among 
other  objections  to  it,  one  that  deserves  to  be  re- 
pealed  here.  We  told  yoa  that  we  depended 
abeolutely  vpoa  commerce— oommeroe  on  the 
largest  uale — commerce  carried  on  as  it  faas 
he«k  for  the  last  half  century,  with  an  ever-in- 
ereanng  production,  provokhig  and  creating  an 
•ver-inoreaung  consumption,  and  permitting  us 
to  aead  a  million  (now  a  million  and  a  half  J  of 
bales  of  cotton  into  the  market,  without  any 
danger  of  a  ^nt  We  yoa  the  stai^e  oom- 
iiao£tiea,  espe^ly  the  prindpal  one  which 
we  prodneed,  were  among  the  very  Aw  in  the 
production  of  which  slave  labor  caa  oiter  into 
om^wtition  with  free.  We  reminded  yon  that 
great  revolatioos  in  trade  sometimes  arose  from 
apparently  slight  causes,  and  tliat,  however 
nr  it  nught  be  from  year  purpose,  or  even 
Toor  apprehensions,  it  was  possible  that  your 
legislatiou  might  occasion  us  the  loes  of  oar 
foreign  maiket,  our  only  resource;  that  the 
resalt  of  that  loss  to  us  wonld  be  poverty  and 
utter  desolation ;  ttiat  our  people,  in  desptur, 
would  emigrate  to  more  fortunate  regions,  and 
tlie  whole  name  and  constitation  <rf  onr  so<ue^ 
woirid  be  serioosly  impaired  and  endangered, 
if  not  diaaolTed  entirely.  And  we  adored  yoo 
not  to  perust  in  a  eoorse  of  legidation  of  which 
the  benefits  to  yonrselveB,  even  were  they  un- 
qneationable,  were  nothing  in  c<Hnparison  of 
Bie  danger  to  whioh  tlie^  exposed  us — a  dan- 
g»  which,  however  contingent  or  remote,  ia- 
Tolved  our  whole  existeuoe,  and  could  not  be 
oontemplated  without  well-foanded  alarm.  Sir, 
I  repeat  to  you  now — I  repeat  to  the  represent- 
atives of  the  whde  South  on  this  floor — the 
WOTds  then  addressed  to  the  House  on  a  jliffer- 
eat  sul^ect.  Let  well  alone.  Resist  this  un- 
oaUed-HMT  innovation^  of  which  no  one  cao  fore- 
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see  the  whole  extent  nor  the  ultimate  results. 
Mark  what  yoor  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  you  in  the  very  paper  in  which  he  reveals 
the  project  on  the  table— you  produce  too 
much  cotton.  Go  home,  gentlemea  the 
South,  and  tell  your  people  uat  th^  sacoess- 
ful  inaustry  is  a  vioe;  that  the  fertUity  of  their 
ami  is  a  eorse ;  that  their  excesdve  wodootion 
oooauons  disordm  in  the  State ;  and  that  the 
remedy  for  our  troubles  is,  that  they  should 
live  on  short  commons.  Let  them  co-operate 
with  our  political  economy,  by  depriving  thenn 
selves  of  the  little  mercantile  capital  they  have ; 
let  them  abolish  those  corporations  to  which 
people,  who  cannot  themselves  do  business 
with  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  have  con- 
tributed their  means  for  the  accommodation  of 
commerce ;  let  them  bat  do  this,  and  their  do- 
cility will  be  admirable,  and  shall  have  our  ap* 
probatioa. 

Sir,  before  I  take  my  teat,  there  is  om  other 
topiO'that  I  feel  it  my  dnty  to  advert  to — 
I  mean  to  the  supposed  iqjnrioua  effiscta  of 
banking  institutions  upon  the  laboring  olassea 
of  so<^ety.  Althoiwh  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
there  are  many  detects  in  the  constitution,  a| 
well  as  the  management  of  those  institationa  in 
this  country,  and  should  be  most  willing  to  co- 
operate, if  occasion  swved,  in  reforming  them,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  acquitting  them  at  least  <tf 
this  charge.  Who  t^at  has  ever  heard  of  the  re- 
lation between  capital  and  labor,  between  wages 
and  profits,  but  must  see  at  once  that  it  is  un- 
founded; and,  accordingly,  Hume  objects  to 
banks  that,  by  their  issues,  they  ruse  wages, 
and  so  hurt  uie  manufacturing  interests  of  a 
nation.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  one  of 
the  eflfeots  of  an  increase  in  oarrem^y  is  to  make 
a  distribution  of  the  wealth  of  society  more  £»- 
Torable  to  the  indnstriooa  classes  of  it— to  con- 
fiscate in  a  manner,  the  property  of  those  who 
live  on  fixed  incomes,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  produce  the  commodities  on  which  those 
incomes  are  laid  ouL  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  radicals  of  England — Mr.  Atwood,  for  ex- 
ample— are  all  strenuous  advocates  of  P>P^ 
money,  and  even  of  inconvertible  p^r.  The 
idea  tiiat  the  poor  are  to  gain  by  a  return  to  a 
metallic  currency  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  confined 
to  their  friends  in  this  country,  whose  xeal  ia 
certainly  greater  than  their  knowledge. 

It  ia  true,  sir,  that  among  other  disadvantages 
attending  frequent  fioctoationa  in  the  onrren^ 
0^,  it  ia  sud  that  wages  are  the  last  thing  that 
rises  in  a  case  of  expansion.  And  that  mi^ 
be  so  in  countries  where  the  supply  of  labor  is 
greater  than  the  demand;  but  the  very  reverse 
IS  most  certunly  the  fact  here,  and  where  the 
demand,  especially  when  stimulated  by  any  ex- 
traordinary inorease,  real  or  fictitious,  of  capi- 
ta, is  always  greater  tiian  the  supply.  All 
price  is  a  question  of  power,  or  relative  neces- 
sity between  two  parties ;  and  everybody  knows 
that,  in  a  period  of  excitement  here,  wages  rise 
immediately,  and  out  of  all  proportion  more 
than  any  thing  else,  because  the  popuktiw  of 
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the  country  is  entirely  inadequate  to  its  wants. 
Daring  the  last  year,  for  instance,  the  price  of 
labor  became  so  exorbitant,  that  some  of  the 
most  fertile  land  in  South  Carolina,  rice  Adds. 
Thioh  had  been  oolUTated  for  a  hnndred 
yean,  were  in  danger  of  being  abandcmed,  firom 
the  imposdUUfr  of  paying  for  it.  Sir,  as  a 
Southern  man,  I  represent  equally  rent,  capital, 
and  which  are  confounded  in  our  estates ; 

and  I  protest  against  attempts  to  array,  with- 
out cause,  without  a  color  <^  pretext  or  plansi- 
Ulity,  the  difibrent  classes  a<  sod^  agfdnst 
one  another,  as  if^  in  rach  a  country  as  this, 
there  could  be  any  natural  hostility  or  any  real 
distinction  between  them— «  country  in  which 
all  the  rich,  with  hardly  an  exMption,  have 
been  poor,  and  all  the  poor  may  one  da^  be 
rich — a  country  in  which  banking  institutions 
have  been  of  immense  service,  precisely  because 
they  have  been  most  needed  by  a  people  who 
had  all  their  fortunes  to  make  by  good  charac- 
ter and  Indnstriona  faaUts.  Look  at  that  re- 
markable pictore— remarkable  not  as  a  work 
of  art  but  as  a  mmmnent  of  history— whidi 
you  see  in  passing  through  the  rotnndo.  Two 
out  of  five  of  that  immortal  committee  were 
mechanics,  and  such  men  t  *  In  the  name  of 
God,  sir,  why  should  any  one  study  to  pervert 
the  natural  good  sense  and  kindly  feelmgs  of 
this  moral  and  noble  people — to  infose  into 
their  minda  a  sullen  envy  towards  one  another, 
instead  of  that  generous,  emulation  which  every 
thing  in  their  situation  la  fitted  to  inspire — to 
breathe  into  tbem  the  spirit  of  Cun,  muttering 
deep  corses  and  meditating  desperate  revenge 
agtunst  his  brother  because  the  smoke  of  his 
sacrifice  has  ascended  to  heaven  before  his  ownl 
And  do  not  they  who  treat  our  industrious 
dassea  as  if  they  were  in  the  same  debased  and 
wretched  condition  as  the  poor  of  Europe,  in- 
salt  them  by  such  an  odious  comparison  ?  Why, 
dr,  you  do  not  know  what  poverty  is.  We 
have  no  poor  in  this  conntty,  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  word  is  used  abroad.  Evoy  labor- 
er, even  the  most  humble,  in  the  United  States 
soon  becomes  a  capitalist,  and  even,  if  he 
choose,  a  proprietor  of  land ;  for  the  West, 
with  all  its  boundless  fertility,  is  open  to  him. 
How  can  any  one  dare  to  compare  the  me- 
chanics of  this  land  (whose  Infbnority,  in  any 
snbstantial  particular,  in  intelligence,  in  virtue, 
in  wealth,  to  the  other  dasies  of  oar  society,  I 
have  yet  to  learn)  wiih  that  nuw  of  ontout^ 
of  which  so  terrific  a  ^etare  is  presmted  by 
recent  writws— the  poor  <tf  SunmeV  a  race, 
among  no  ineondderable  portion  of  whom  fam- 
ine and  pestilence  may  be  said  to  dwell  contin- 
ually; many  of  whom  are  without  morals, 
without  education,  without  a  ooontry,  vithont 
a  God  I  and  may  be  sdd  to  know  society  only 
by  the  terrors  of  its  penal  code,  and  to  live  in 
perpetual  war  with  it  Poor  bondmen  1  mock- 
ed with  the  name  of  liberty,  that  they  may  be 
sometimes  tempted  to  break  their  cbdna,  in 
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order  that,  after  a  few  days  of  starvation  ia 
idleness  and  disripation,  they  may  be  driven 
back  to  thdr  prison  boose  to  take  tbem  up 
again,  heavier  and  more  galling  than  befixe; 
severed,  as  it  has  been  toaelan^y  expwsed, 
from  nature,  from  the  common  air,  and  the 
light  of  the  sun;  knowing  only  W  honay  thai 
tM  fields  are  green,  that  the  buds  iaa$,  and 
that  there  is  a  po'Aune  in  flowers.* 
When  Ur.  Lkoabk  had  ooocloded, 
Mr.  Natlou,  oi  Pennsylvania,  after  an  intro* 
dnctory  view  txhis  snl^ect,  contiaued: 

Meeting  under  these  circumstances,  I  aak, 
had  we  not  a  right  to  expect  Utat  Cktogreas 
once  more  wonld  resume  its  independence^  and 
attend  futbfolly  and  fearlessly  to  the  bnsineas 
of  their  constituents,  and  that  the  administra- 
tion would  now  abandon  its  projects,  and  give 
over  its  attenq)ta  to  sway  and  satgngate  and 
enslave  the  r^reeentatives  oS  the  ooontry  t 
Buthaveoore]q>ectati(m8beairealizedl  What 
have  we  been  about  I  What  havewa  doiwf 
Let  OS  see  whether  ve  have  not  again  beea 
subserviently  edioii^  the  will  of  the  Exeoa- 
tive? 

Oor  first  act  was  to  pass  a  bill  for  the  post* 
ponement  of  the  pigment  of  tiie  foorth  instaU 
ment  to  the  Stat^  to  withhold  from  them  the 
sum  of  upwards  of  nine  millions  of  doUan, 
which,  by  the  act  of  23d  June,  18S6,  we  had 
contracted  to  pot  in  thdr  possession.  By  that 
law  it  is  provided  "  that  ul  the  money  in  tiw 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  first  of 
January,  1837,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  mil- 
lions  of  dollars,  should  be  deposited  with  the 
States  in  proportion  to  their  req>ectiTe  repre- 
sentation ID  uie  Swate  and  Hoase  of  Bravesent* 
atives  of  the  United  States."  Under  this  kw 
it  became  the  duty  ot  the  Secretary  of  ths 
Treasnry,  on  the  first  of  Jannaiy,  18S7,  to  re- 
serve five  millions  out  of  it  tor  me  nse  ot  tiw 
Govemmuit,  and  appropriate  the  balance,  wha^ 
ever  it  might  be,  to  the  States  as  already  men* 
tioned.  Ine  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  per- 
formed this  duty,  and  found  that  there  were 
upwards  of  forty-two  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
Treasury.  He  reserved  the  five  milli<Mi8,  and 
then  announced  to  the  difierent  States  of  ths 
Union,  that  there  was  in  the  Treasury,  epeci- 
fically  set  apart  for  them,  the  sum  <^  tliW- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  pud  to  them  ta 
four  instahnents.  The  States  agreed  to  reeeirc 
the  money.  Three  instalments  of  the  znoney 
they  did  noAn.  The  foorth  and  hnt  intaf- 
ment'of  between  nine  and  tai  milUMS  of  4M> 
lars  was  to  have  been  paid  to  them  oa  Uie  fink 
of  this  month.  This  is  a  plain  uivanuihad 
statement  of  the  case.  Thus  we  see  that  qb 
the  first  day  of  Jannary  last,  there  waa  ia  1i» 
Treasnry  thirty-seven  millions  of  money  q>ed- 
flcally  set  apart  by  the  law  for  tiie  Staten 
There  it  was.  The  Secretary  of  the  Tressory 
counted  it  and  declared  it  to  be  there.  HoW| 
why  has  not  this  money  been  all  paid  to  ths 
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States  f  Was  it  because  this  Honee  paoaed  a 
'bill  for  the  postpoDement  of  the  last  paTinent  f 
N'o,  rir,  but  because  this  administratioD  had 
pTcrvion^  used  this  money  for  their  own  pur- 
poses. They^  ICartin  Van  Bnren  and  his  ad- 
mioistration,  betrayed  the  trust  reposed  in  tbem, 
sqmuKlmd  this  money — and  nhm  the  repre- 
MititiTes  of  the  pe<^e  asawnMe  here  in  spe- 
cial season,  we  are  informed  by  the  President 
and  his  Secretary  <tf  i3m  TrMsory,  that  the 
nkoaey  Oiat  was  in  the  Treasary  for  the  States 
is  gone,  has  evaporated,  and  that  we  will  have 
to  pos^ne  the  payment  of  one-fonrUi  of  it. 
Thm  we  see  that  uie  money  was  nsed  by  the 
admtms^tion.  The  President  and  his  policy 
bare  postponed  the  payment  of  the  fonrth  in- 
stalment Congress  nas  had  nothing  to  do  with 
ft.  The  money  was  there  for  the  States  on  the 
first  of  January  last.  When  we  met  here  in 
eight  months  afterwards  it  was  not  there.  Snp- 
pose  the  bill  for  postponing  its  payment  had 
Bot  been  passed,  could  the  States  have  got  the 
money?  Ko.  Why?  Because  the  aominis- 
tralion  bad  previously  nsed  the  money  tiiat 
was  ^>eoifioally  set  apart  for  them.  Thns  yon 
pOToeive  that  the  Ezeontire  postponed  the  pay- 
ment of  it.  And,  after  doing  this,  he  very 
modestly  calls  npon  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
do  what.be  had  previondy  dooet  Well,  and 
what  did  Oongress  do  ?  Why  again  they  echo 
the  will  of  the  President,  pass  a  law  postponing 
what  bad  already  been  postponed,  and  decter- 
ing  a  solemn  falsehood  to  uie  whole  country, 
that  we,  yes,  that  we  had  withheld  from  the 
people  of  the  States  nine  millions  and  a  half  of 
money,  when  it  had  been  done  months  before 
by  the  executive  mlers  of  oar  oonntry  I 

This  is  the  first  exhibition  of  the  independ- 
ence  of  this  body  I  If  we  oontinae  thus  to 
comply  with  the  bdiests  of  power,  and  to  de- 
lude and  betray  the  people,  I  aA.  in  tiw  name 
of  Heaven,  what  is  to  beoome  w  oar  eoontry 
and  its  free  Insdtotions  ? 

The  second  great  measure  which  the  admini»- 
tration  commanded  yon  to  pass,  and  which  you 
did  pass,  was  the  bill  for  the  mannfactore  of 
ten  millions  of  Treasary  notes.  Yea,  ten  mil- 
lions of  paper  money — t«n  millions,  not  of  bank 
rags,  bnt  Government  rags — ten  millions  of  old 
continental  paper — ten  millions  of  shin-plasters  I 
And  is  it  possible  that  these  are  the  iruite  of 
those  long  years  of  exciting,  convulring,  dis- 
tracting experimmta,  which  oar  rulers  promised 
OS  shomd  produce  such  a  aafis  and  conveiUent 
onrreuoy,  and  fiood  the  wh^  lud  with  golA  1 
Ay,  gold,  ffAAf  waa  the  ory ;  and  now  we  have 
gSlA  wldi  a  vengeance  I  The  banner  of  our 
mlers  has  had  for  Its  motto,  not  our  oonntry, 
nor  nbwty,  nor  patriotism,  nor  union,  nor  any 
other  ennobling  or  inspiring  sentiment;  no,  sir, 
bnt  that  miserable  and  mercenary  proodse  "for 
gold,  gold,  gold/'  For  yean  have  our  people 
been  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  empty' 
promise  of  gold.  And  now,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  they  reach  forth  their  expecting 
hands  to  possess  it,  ttko  the  gold  which  is  soM 


to  reward  a  baivain  with  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness, it  turns  in  Uieir  grasp  into  dust  and  ashes  1 
The  Government  has  1>een  raking  it  tt^ther 
from  all  quarters  of  the  earth.  They  have 
wrung  it  with  an  iron  and  unrelenting  grasp 
from  the  possesion  of  the  people.  They  have 
forced  it  out  of  ciroulatiflh.  It  fft  mon^  no 
imget  \  it  is  now  merchandise.  It  ia  bought 
and  Bcdd,  as  you  would  buy  your  bread  or  any 
other  necessary  or  oonvoiienoe  of  life.  The 
pec^Ie  are  forced  to  buy  it  in  order  to  pay  their 
debts  to  the  Government.  And  what  does  liie 
Government  do  with  it  ?  pay  it  back  to  the 
people?  No,  sir,  no,  bnt  magnanimously  givta 
it  to  the  office-holders  t  The  otBce-holders  then 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  profit  of  from  seven  to 
twelve  per  cent.  The  people  again  pay  it  to 
the  Government  from  which,  as  before,  it  im- 
mediately passes  to  the  office-holders,  who  again 
sell  it  to  the  people  at  a  large  profit  Thus  it 
moves  round  and  round  in  one  continued  and 
contracted  circle,  cursing  the  peojde,  and  taking 
at  every  turn  from  their  hard  earnings  the 
amount  of  praniam  pi^  for  it,  and  enriching 
the  pampered  office-hMder,  jnst  in  proportion  as 
it  robs  them.  In  the  mean  time  the  offlce-hold^ 
ers  have  got  the  Government  exclusively  to 
themselves.  They  have  all  the  gold  to  them- 
selves. They  tell  us  that  the  Government  and 
the  people  must  be  separate  and  distinct,  that 
it  was  never  intended  that  the  Government 
shonld  sympathize  with  their  sufi'erings,  or  ex- 
tend relief  to  their  distresses.  And  how,  nr, 
does  this  golden  Government,  with  its  immense 
profesnons,  pay  its  own  debts  ?  What  do  they 
give  to  the  hard-toiling  mechanic— -the  age^ 
feeble,  and  tottering  war-worn  soldier  of  the 
Revolution?  And  what  has  the  oonntiyfora 
ourrenoy?  Why,  rags,  rags;  not  "bank  rags" 
alone ;  no,  (for  tiiey  grow  more  aoaroe  every 
day,)  but  aU  kinds  <tf  rags— a  complete  piece 
of  patchwork,  an  ondistingnidied  gathering 
together  of  rottenness  and  C(»iAi^<m.  And,  to 
crown  the  whole,  the  President  and  his  gilded 
partisans,  have  passed  the  bill  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  ten  millions  more  of  rags,  with  which 
still  farther  to  curse  the  country — the  bill  cre- 
ating tenmillionsofpt^rmoney  for  the  people! 

What  next?  The  next  great  measure  that 
we  have  recommended  to  as  is  the  last  great 
experiment  of  those  in  power,  the  Sul>-Treas- 
ory  System."  This  project  has  not  yet  receiv- 
ed the  sanction  <^  this  Honse,  and  I  pray 
Heaven  that  it  never  may.  It  is  now  befwe 
us  for  0(nriderati<m.  I  parpose,  in  oonola^<»i, 
to  make  a  fov  hasty  remarks  upon  it  I  am 
oppooed  to  this  measure.  Althooj^  not  yet 
approved  by  Oongress,  it  ia  now  in  operation. 
'We  see  its  workings.  We  have  eaten  of  its 
fruits,  and,  for  myself^  tiiey  are  distastefol  to 
me.  I  loatiie  them.  I  am  for  cutting  dowa 
the  tree  tiiat  produced  them. 

Sir,  this  scheme  proposes  to  place  in  the 
hands  of  individuals  who  are  dependent  alone 
on  the  will  of  the  President  for  their  contin- 
uance in  oflOoe,  all,  yea  all  the  ooontlaas  nulliona 

Digitized  by  Google 


640 


ABRITOMENT  OF  THB 


a  OPR.] 


7%e  iSm^Tnanrf  BiU. 


[Ocnsn,U81 


of  tie  money  of  this  GoTemment  for  disborse- 
meot  and  Bafe-keeping.  These  men  are  to  r&- 
ceive  it,  hold  it,  nse  it,  when  and  as  they  please, 
with  no  earthly  barrier  between  it  and  the 
temptation  to  appropriate  it  to  their  own  usee, 
which  the  person^  custody  of  tnch  immense 
treasures  must  ofier,  than  uie  feeble  restraints 
^  poor,  weak,  ilidlible  human  nature,  and  Uie 
fear  of  the  consequences  which  might  result 
from  an  ultimate  detection. 

How  many  receivers  and  holders  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  or  in  other  words,  bow  many  *'  sub- 
treasnrers  "  there  will  be  scattered  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  thfs  wide-spread  country,  no 
.  man  can  at  present  determine.  In  France,  where 
a  similar  system  preruls,  there  are  one  hundred 
thousand  I  Here  I  have  no  doubt,  in  a  short 
time,  the  number  would  even  exceed  that 
These  men  are  to  hold  and  absolutely  possess 
the  whole  treasures  of  the  nation.  Some  of 
them,  particularly  in  oar  large  cities,  will  have 
milliona  of  dollars  in  tii^  hands  at  a  time. 
One  uninterrupted  golden  current  will  be  con- 
tinually pouring  in  umhi  them.  What  a  temp- 
t^on  (even  aside  from  party  political  influ- 
ences) is  thua  offered  to  use  a  portion  of  this 
money  ocoarionally  or  oontinaaJly,  as  need  or 
oircumstanees  may  require  t  Sir,  the  tempta- 
tion will  be  irresistible.  Surrounded  by  needy 
or  pressing  friends  in  distress,  whose  families 
and  fortunes  they  think  may  be  comforted  or 
repaired  by  a  timely  loan ;  in  the  very  midst 
of  the  exciting  whirl  of  speculation,  with  For- 
tune's dazzling  visions  urging  them  on  to  use 
the  treasures  confided  to  their  keeping,  and  em- 
bark in  schemes  proniising  to  result  in  the  en- 
Jimnent  of  immense  possessions,  and  with  a 
ntll  certainty  that  a  temporary  use  of  even  large 
amonnta,  cannot  be  dtsoorered;  taking  into 
oonslderatim  with  thesa  circomstanoes  the  fact 
that  there  will  be  one  hundred  thousand  of 
these  men — I  say  they  will,  in  s<Hne  oases, 
inevitably  misappropriate  the  money.  Large 
amounts  of  it  must  be  lost  The  treasures  of 
the  country  vritl  be  plundered.  Under  such  a 
system  there  is  no  safety  i<x  the  public  funds. 

A  "sub-Treasury  bill,"  it  is  gently  termed 
in  this  House.  Before  the  country,  for  the 
purpose  of  deluding  the  people  and  exciting 
popular  feelings  in  its  favor,  you  name  it  a 
"bill  to  divorce  the  Government  from  the 
banks."  But  what  is  it?  Trampling  the  mere 
name  under  our  feet,  and  looking  at  it  as  it  is, 
stripped  and  naked  in  all  its  odious  drfonnify 
—I  at*  what  is  itf  Why,  sir,  it  ia  b  bill  for 
arresting  the  flow  of  oor  pronierity— for  sub- 
verting the  fundamental  principles  of  our  re- 

Sublio — a  bill  for  laying  the-  oomer-stone  of 
espotiatn.  How  do  those  in  power  recommend 
it  to  us?  What  arguments  do  they  urge  in 
favor  of  its  adoption  ?  "  Oh,"  they  say,  "  it 
no  new  scheme.  It  exists  in  France ;  it  flour- 
ishes in  Prussia  and  Austria — it  has  grown  in- 
to full  and  vigorous  perfection  in  Bussia.  It 
prevails  in  Turkey,  and  in  every  despotism  <tf 
the  new  and  old  world.'* 


Uy  heart  shudders,  my  blood  curdles  at  thnr 
recommendations.  In  every  country  under 
heaven  where  such  a  system  prevails,  the  fiecqife 
are  trampled  on  and  plonderod  of  their  ngbts; 

S round  down  to  the  very  dust  by  the  avfol 
espotism  of  their  rulers ;  bought  and  at^  UkA 
cattle  with  the  earth,  persecuted  by  imn^ 
plundered  by  these  very  sub-treaanrers,  "ohiiit- 
ed  tothe  brutes  and  fettered  to  the  atul."  And 
^et,  ik,  this  administration  and  its  advocates 
nrge  the  example  of  these  odious  tyrauoies,  ai 
almost  the  only  argument  in  £avor  of  the  adop- 
tion of  their  hatefm  soheme.  They  tell  us  thk 
their  plan  works  very  well  in  those  ooonlriea. 
But  they  do  not  tell  na  that  it  is  there  the 
grand  engine  of  despotism,  without  which  the 
people  could  not  be  kept  in  rfavery.'  Ye^  the 
plan  does  work  well  in  despotisms.  It  does  the 
work  effectually.  It  works  adnurably  welL 
It  answers  the  very  purpose  for  whicii  it  was 
desinied — that  of  plundering  and  endaving  the 
peo^e,  whilst  it  d^rivea  tbnn  of  the  powet  U 
redstaneel 

Where  am  I  ?  Is  it  poainUe  that  here,  ia 
this  mighty  capital  ti  the  only  free  republic  m 
earth,  with  the  deeds  of  our  gallaat  fathers  sdll 
green  in  our  memories,  with  here  and  there 
one  of  their  lingering  asociatea  now  gazing 
upon  our  deliberations,  and  the  tfannders  at 
Yorktown  yet  ringing  in  our  ears— ia  it  possi- 
ble, I  say,  onder  these  circumstanoea,  that  we 
can  calmly  listen  to  a  prwontion  to  abandon 
the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  from  its 
beginning  to  this  day,  despise  and  denowDW 
the  wUdom  of  its  immortal  founder,  r^eet  a 
course  which  has  secured  an  unexampled  praa- 
perity  to  our  eonntrr,  and  the  ntmort  atniA 
of  liberty  to  onrsenreo— and  torn  bed:  aai 
affeotiomUdy  embrace — ^hi^  to  onr  boma^  m 
Jewels  above  (dl  price,  the  barbanma  instito- 
tions  of  the  dark  and  beid^ted  denotianH  of 
theold world?  Areweto  torn  adeaf  earto 
the  counsels  of  our  revolntitmaiy  aage^  and  re- 
ceive for  our  guide  the  arbitrary  decrees  of  au- 
tocrats and  tyrants?  Su-,  is  t^e  republican 
seed,  scattered  far  and  vride  by  oor  immortal 
sires,  to  be  eradicated  with  our  own  hands — 
and  ore  we  to  transplant  into  our  fertile  scA 
the  sickly  shoots  of  despotism,  and  norae,  and 
water,  and  cherish  them  into  health  and  vigor 
and  fnictification?  Heaven  forbid.  fvety 
man  who  wishes  well  to  our  r^rabUcaa  inttita- 
tions  put  the  seal  of  his  rqurobotion  an  this 
Bohane. 

I  have  said  that  this  very  "sub-Treasury 

oy^em  "  is  one  of  the  great  means  used  by  &e 
autocrats  of  Europe  for  perpetuating  their  ty- 
rannies. In  the  hands  of  a  monarch  it  is  an 
engine  of  tremendous  power.  He  sppointa 
every  officer.  They  are  all  absolutely  dcsMoident 
upon  him,  and  are  q>pointed  to  do  his  bidding. 
They  are  responsible  to  him  alone.  They  are 
scattered  all  over  the  empire.  Every  petty 
district  has  its  ofBoer  to  recdve  and  hold  the 
revenues  of  the  Govermnent  They  bare  in>- 
mediate  onumamoation  with  the  [«ople.  Of 
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eonrae,  ai  tbe  interest  of  the  officer  binds  him 
to  aerre  his  soTercign,  and  as  there  is  no  one 
to  interfere  between  them,  the  money  he  re- 
oeiTes  can  be  used  in  influenoiog  the  people  (or 
subjects  as  they  are  there  called)  in  any  way 
desirable.  Thus  thousaods  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  these  Uttle  treasurers  are  using  the 
monej  In  their  respective  districts,  so  as  to 
prodooe  the  dedred  Influence  on  the  people. 
And  7«t,  in  a  moment,  the  whole  treasure  can 
be  (xdlected  in  one  concentrated  mass  at  tbe. 
nod  of  the  monaroh.  This  is  all  done  silently 
and  secretly.  The  evil  is  felt,  and  no  one  can 
tell  whence  it  comes.  Despotism  is  upon  them, 
•nad  they  have  no  means  to  break  it. 

This  system  of  monarchy,  this  engine  of  des- 
potism, is  the  very  one  which  the  bill  under 
consideration  proposes  to  introduce  into  this 
conn  try.  It  will  make  the  power  of  the  Pres- 
ident as  supreme  as  that  of  any  autocrat  of  Eu- 
rope. Yon  will  have  a  hundred  thousand 
offioe-boldera  appointed  by  the  President,  hold- 
ing thdir  office  at  his  pleasure,  dependent  upon 
his  will  for  the  very  bread  they  eat,  and  com- 
missioDed  to  do  his  bidcUng.  Every  neighbor- 
hood will  have  within  its  narrow  confines  one 
of  these  "  sub-treasurers"  to  harass  the  people 
and  eat  ovt  th«r  snbatanoe."  The  land  will  be 
filled  with  spies  and  informers.  All  the  public 
nMMiey,  miUioos  on  millions,  will  be  in  their 
hands  [  It  will  be  scattered  abont  among  their 
parUsans,  become  the  source  of  conntless  de- 
moralizing specnlations  upon  the  iodostry  and 
Ktiperty  of  the  people,  and  must  inevitably  end 
in  coQoentrating  all  power  in  the  breast  of  the 
Sxecative.  Adopt  this  scheme,  carry  out  its 
provinona  in  all  theirramifications,  and  there  will 
tw  no  salvation  for  this  republic;  repui^oan 
forms  may  exist,  but  de^tism  will  be  its  very 
life-blood,  its  pervading  spirit 

This  soDMae  will  not  only  increase  the  num- 
ber  of  your  officers  four-fold,  and  thns  qoadmple 
the  taxes  of  the  people,  bnt  it  will  furnish  Gov- 
ernment with  an  irresistibte  means  of  control- 
ling the  popular  will.  These  officers  must  use 
tbe  money  to  promote  the  views  of  their  mas- 
ters. They  are  appointed  for  that  purpose. 
He  who  would  dare  refuse  to  do  their  oiddiDg, 
would  not  only  be  instantly  dismissed,  bnt 
hunted  beyond  the  pale  of  national  considera- 
tion ;  yes,  be  denatiraaliaed  and  proscribed  by 
the  hiding  hacks  of  party  power. 


SjinntDAT,  October  14. 
FUmda  War. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  unfinished  bus- 
iness of  yesterday  morning,  which  was  the  con- 
sideration of  Mr.  Wisb's  resolatioQ  on  the  Flor- 
ida war ;  and  the  qnestion  being  on  Ur.  Uo- 
K&t's  motion  to  postpone  tbe  consideration  of 
the  resolution  to  the  1st  of  December  next — 

ID*.  Ukdkbwood  said  that,  In  the  early  stages 
of  the  debate  npon  the  resolution  under  consid- 
eration, he  understood  the  sentlunaafroin  Vir- 
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ginia  (Mr.  Wisb)  to  say  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed, in  a  manner  entitled  to  credit,  that 
General  Jesap  had  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  Uopothlehohola,  stipulating  to  secure  and 
protect  that  chief  in  his  possessions,  provided 
be  would  give  his  aid  to  the  army  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed States,  and  assist  General  Jesnp  in  his  op- 
erations ;  that  the  gallant  Indian  cuief^  relying 
upon  the  assurances  of  Goiend  Jesnp^  had  de- 
voted himself  to  our  service,  and  that,  after 
success  crowned  the  operations  of  General  Je- 
sup,  he  turned  upon  uie  chief  in  violation  of 
his  engagement,  and  drove  him  from  his  pos- 
sessions. I  was  forcibly  impressed  at  the  time 
with  tbe  impropriety  of  the  conduct  thus  im- 
puted to  General  Jeeup.  I  could  not  believe 
that  a  gallant  soldier,  who  had  risen  from  the 
humblest  ranks  to  the  command  of  an  army, 
who  had  on  several  occasions  displayed  a  com- 
bination of  talents  and  bravery  which  ii^uced 
the  country  to  confide  in  him  as  a  fit  com- 
mander in  the  South,  would  so  far  debase  him- 
self as  to  decoy  an  Indian  chief  into  his  servioe, 
by  a  promise  of  protection,  and,  as  soon  as  he 
had  answered  ois  purposes,  turn  upon  his 
ally  in  violation  of  bis  engagement,  and  expel 
blm  from  his  home.  Such  conduct  would  not 
only  have  been  disgraceful  to  General  Jesup  as 
a  man,  bnt  it  would  tarnish  tbe  reputation  of 
the  country,  regarding  him  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  country.  Feeling  as  I  did,  I  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  General 
Jesup'a  engagement  with  Hopothlehohola,  and 
ailer  conduct,  had  been  the  result  of  orders 
emanating  from  higher  authority,  or  whether 
General  Jesup  alone  was  responsible!  The 
genUeman's  information  did  not  enable  him  to 
answer.  I  deemed  it  proper  to  communicate 
the  substance  of  the  statement  made  by  the 

Smtleman  fhnn  Yir^ni^  to  General  Jesop. 
n  tbe  day  b^ore  yesterday  I  received  his  an- 
swer, in  which  be  says :  '*  No  rach  treaty  or 
engagement  as  that  stated  to  have  been  made 
was  ever  thought  of;  every  engagement  made 
with  Hopothlehohola,  so  far  as  depended  npon 
me,  or  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  faith- 
fblly  fulfilled."  Thus,  ur,  a  direct  oontradio- 
tion  is  given  by  General  Jesap  to  the  informa- 
tion communicated  to  the  House.  His  letter 
evinces  a  desire  to  have  the  "  whole  subject  of 
tbe  war  in  Alabama  and  Florida  investi^ed." 
Instead  of  shrinkiDg  from  it,  he  invites  it.  His 
language  is :  '*  Let  persons  and  papers  be  sent 
for ;  let  investigation  be  pushed  to  the  ntmosti 
I  have  nothing  to  fear." 

In  reference  to  tiie  sQpposed  treat7  oe  Vk- 
mpement  with  HopothleiKdiola.  the  General 
indignantly  remarks  that,  had  it  been  made, 
"no  power  on  earth  should  have  cunp^lled 
him  to  violate  it"  He  would  have  surrendered 
his  commission  sooner  than  have  presented 
hunself  before  tbe  world  in  the  attitude  of 
playing  tbe  hypocrite  with  an  Indiui  chief; 
and,  after  securing  his  confidence  and  assistance, 
turning  upon  him  tiie  iastmments  of  destrao- 
tion.  Snob  eentimenta  are  worthy  of  an  Amer- 
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loan  general ;  and  I  trnst,  sir,  they  meet  vith 
proper  sympatfa;  in  tho  bosoms  of  tiie  members 
of  tbis  House. 

I  have  tboQgfat  it  an  act  of  jastice  to  General 
Jesop  to  make  tbe  preceding  statement ;  and 
now  that  I  am  np,  I  shall  take  tlie  occasion  to 
saj,  that  I  trust  the  resolution  will  be  adopted, 
and  that  the  fullest  investigation  may  be  had 
Into  all  the  operations  of  the  Florida  war, 

Kr.  "Vfta  vindicated  himself  trcm  having,  in 
his  own  person,  made  the  oha^  at  all :  he  had 
stated  it  as  it  had  been  stated  to  him  r  be  re- 
joiced to  hear  the  language  of  General  Jesnp  in 
relation  to  it :  but  insisted  that  this  very  reply 
went  to  show  the  importance  of  the  investiga- 
tion he  adTOcated,  that  Jnstice  might  be  done 
to  the  innocent,  while  the  guilty  were  expos- 
ed. 

Ur.  TTnokbwood  exculpated  Mr.  Wiss  from 
all  blame -in  the  matter,  and  expressed  appro- 
bation of  his  course,  as  an  honest  discbai^  of 
his  duty. 

Svh-Tr6iuwy  Bill 

The  qnestion  bong  on  ordering  to  Us  third 
reading  tfie  bUl  tnm  the  Senate  unpodng  addl- 
timal  duties,  u  deporitariea,  In  cortdn  oases, 
on  public  officers— 

Mr.  Olark,  of  New  Tork,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  do  not  rise  to  ^scoss  the  merits  of  the  bill,  or 
to  express  any  opinion  in  relation  to  them.  I 
should  have  preferred  that  a  motion  had  been 
made  to  postpone  its  further  consideration  nntil 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session.  The  subject 
matter  of  the  bill  is  one  on  which  there  is, 
among  the  fHends  of  the  administration,  a 
difference  of  opinion,  and,  I  have  no  doabt,  an 
honest  difference.  The  gentieman  from  Smith 
Carolina,  a  friend  of  the  administration,  in  his 
remarks  of  yesterday,  regretted  that  -  he  Aonld 
be  called  upcm  at  tlus  time  finr  final  action  on 
the  bill.  He  preferred  to  widt  until  an  oppor- 
tunity ihonld  be  affisrded  to  him  to  ascerttdn 
the  wishes  of  his  constitnenta.  In  these  views 
I  OfUGor.  In  voting  for  the  present  motion,  I 
shall  do  so  for  the  same  reasons  wfaioh  womd 
infloence  me  to  vote  for  a  postponement  until 
the  next  sesdon,  oonddenng  the  effects  the 
same,  neither  (tf  which  determines  the  ultimate 
fate  of  the  bill.  The  vote  I  am  about  to  give 
will  fhmish  no  evidence  of  my  opinion  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  or  of  my  action  on  the 
question  of  its  final  passage.  The  snb-Treasnry 
scheme,  considered  as  an  administration  meas- 
ure, is  novel.  In  1886.  it  was  pn^Kwed  by  the 
whigs  in  Oongreea,  and.  received  the  unanimous 
and  vigorous  oppodtlon  oSihe  demoen^  mem- 
bers. Whether  it  is  possible  for  the  opposition 
to  originate  a  good  measure,  I  wUl  not  Inquire. 
They  Lave,  however,  been  unfortunate  in  pre- 
senting at  this  sesrion  any  measure,  good,  bad, 
or  indifferent,  always  saving  and  excepting 
their  soverwgn  remedy,  their  nniversal  panacea 
for  all  our  fiscal  maladies,  the  United  States 
Bank. 

I  i^eat  that  this  nwasore)  as  a  dnoocmtio 
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one,  is  new.  Public  <^inion  has  not  been 
sufficiently  enlightened  to  draw  any  comet 
conclusion  of  its  dispo^on.  It  has  not  been, 
to  any  considerable  extent,  the  subject  of  ^ 
cussion,  cither  in  the  social  circle,  or  in  tiie 
primary  assemblies  of  the  people.  And  fiu 
same  remark  is  true  as  r^ards  the  newsp^Kr 
press.  I  doubt  whether  five  country  p^ien  in 
the  State  of  New  Turk,  previous  to  the  aeaaaa 
of  Oongress,  had  canvassed  this  project,  or 
given  any  opii^ons  thereon.  The  Alb«ny  Ar- 
gus, the  leading  democratic  journal  in  that 
State — a  journal  whidi  possesses  great  influence 
over  the  country  press— had  not,  up  to  that 
period,  t^en  ground  on  this  subject.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  resolutions  emanating  from  county  con- 
ventions could  be  considered  as  fiimi^isg  tbat 
evidence  of  the  popular  will  as  they  othmrise 
would.  All  the  republican  conventions  have 
expressed  their  approbation  of  the  general  prin- 
ciples set  forth  in  the  Message ;  few  of  taem, 
however,  have  given  any  expression  of  opinion 
as  regards  this  specific  measure.  No  one  is  mote 
ready,  on  all  oocanons,  to  bow  wiA  deference  to 
the  will  of  his  eonstitnents^  when  formed  moa 
reflection  and  deliberation,  and  fairly  and  fnHj 
expressed,  than  myself;  and  it  will  ever  be  mj 
pleasure  to  carry  tbait  will  into  execati<HL 
Were  I  opposed  to  this  bill,  (and  I  repeat  tliit 
I  ^ve  no  opinion  in  r^ard  to  it,}  I  would,  witli 
alacrity,  surrender  my  own  opinion  at  the  feet 
of  my  constitaenta. 

It  has  been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  &i- 
joyed  any  interchange  of  sentiment  with  my 
constituents,  as  have  most  of  the  gentiemen  of 
this  House.  I  wish  to  obey  their  will,  and  to: 
thk  purpose  I  should  be  glad,  by  a  peracKul 
interview,  to  asoertahi  that  will;  and  irim 
aseert^uM,  I  shall  not  fiul  to  exeonta  it 

Mr.  0.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  taken,  n 
follows: 

Teas. — Hessrs  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AlbB, 
J.  W.  AllflD, -Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bofdo, 
Briggs,  W.  B.  GalbouijJohn  Cslhoon,  W.  B. 
bell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter,  Casey,  Omt 
bers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  Clark,  Clowney,  Corvin, 
Cranston,  Crockett,  Cartis,  Cnshing,  Dariington, 
Dawson,  Daviee,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Donn,  Bnote, 
Everett,  Ewlng,  B.  Fletcher,  Rllmore,  J.  Gariaad, 
R  Garland,  Owde,  J.  Orabam,  W.  Onibam,  Qnm, 
Grennell,  Griffin,  Hoisted,  Harlan,  Harper,  Otttiiig*, 
Haves,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffinan,  Hopkios,  Hary 
Johnson,  W.  0.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lewler,  I<«re, 
Lincoln,  A  W,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Halloiy,  Uanin,  J.  M. 
Uason,  8.  Mason,  Haury,  May,  M&xwdl,  Me&rfee, 
Meroer,  HilUnn,  H.  Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naykn, 
Noyes,  Ogle,  Patterw>n,  Fatten,  Fearce,  Peck,  PhO- 
lipe.  Pope,  Potts,  Bariden,  Randolph,  Heed,  Beacber, 
udutrdsoD,  Bidgway,  Rumsey,  Buasell,  Sawyer,  Ser- 
geant, A  H.  Shepperd,  C.  ^epard,  Shtdda,  SBdey, 
Blade,  Smith,  Snyder,  Soutbgate,  Stanly,  Stewart, 
Stone,  etratton,  TaliafciTO,  'niompflon,  TSHii^iart, 
Toland,  Underwood,  A.  S.  White,  John  White,  K 
WfaitUesey,  L.  Williams,  Sberrod  WllUans,  J.  L 
WlUlama,  0.  B.  Williams,  Wiss,  Tocfce-ll«. 
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Nats. — UeaBrs.  Anderson,  Andren,  AtberttHi, 
Beat^,  Beinw,  Bicknell,  Birdnll,  Boon,  Booklin, 
BrodbeKl,  Bronson,  Bniyn,  Bynum,  Cunbreleng,  T. 
J.  Outer,  CbuW7,  Gh^man,  (illey,  Claiborne, 
(flerelaiid,  Cotes,  Gonnor,  Cnlg,  GoBtunan,  Davee, 
DeGraS;  Duncan,  Edwards,  Fairington,  Fairfield,  L 
fletdker,  Foster,  Fry,  Gallup,  Ohobon,  Olasoock, 
Gtaot,  Gray,  Haley,  Hammoiul,  Hamer,  Harriaon, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holaey,  Howard,  Hubley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  R.  H.  T.  Hunter,  Ingfaam,  T.  B.  Jaduon,  J. 
JsokMHi,  J.  J<duiMni,  N.  Jonea,  J.  W.  Jones,  Kem- 
Ue,  EUMmamlth,  Leadbetter,  Lewb,  Logu^  Ai^ 
pbaxed  Loomls,  Mattiu,  XeKay,  R.  MciCleUan,  A. 
JfoCldhB,  HcGInre,  HcKim,  jUller,  Vontgomeiy, 
Kooce,  Xw^an,  a  W.  Uonik,  Huhlenberg,  Nol^ 
Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Pannenter,  Paynter,  Penny- 
badter,  Petrikin,  Fickens,  Flumer,  Potter,  Pratt, 
FientisB,  Reily,  Rives,  Bobertflon,  Sheffer,  Sbeplor, 
Spencer,  Taylor,  Thomaa,  'Htua,  Toucey,  Towns, 
nmey,  Tailj  Vanderreer,  WagenCT,  Webater, 
Wedu,  T.  T.  Wbittkaey,  J.  W.  WUBami,  WottUng- 
ton,  Tell— 107. 

So  the  bin  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ur.  Gbifiix  moved  a  leoonstderation  <A  the 
Tote  by  wUoh  the  bUl  had  been  ItlA  <hi  the 
table. 

Ifr.  BOB0KS  moved  to  lay  the  motitm  for  a 


recondderaUon  on  the  table,  which  was  decided 
by — ^yeas  118,  nays  105. 

So  the  Hoase  ordered  the  motion  to  recon- 
»der  to  Ue  on  the  table. 

The  resoInHon  which  had  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  for  the  appointment  of  a  jcnnt  oom- 
mittee  to  wait  on  the  Freddent  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that,  nnleas  he  had 
other  commonicationfl  to  make  to  Congress,  the 
two  Hooses  were  about  to  close  the  present 
session  by  an  a^oamment,  was  now  taken  up 
and  agreed  to,  and 

Mr.  Thomas  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Pope  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Tatub  of  New  York,  were 
appointed  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Thomas  having  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  pnrpose  had  wfdted 
on  the  President  of  the  United  StateeL  and  re- 
ceired  for  answer  to  tiieir  message  to  him  that 
he  had  no  fiirther  oommimieation  to  make; 

The  HoQse  acUowned  nntil  the  first  Mondar 
In  December  next,  the  day  fixed  by  the  Constf- 
totlon  of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  C01fGRESS.-SEC01fD  SESSION. 


FBOGESDINGS  AKB  BBBATES 

Ur  THE 

SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


[The  fonn  of  the  origiiial  Debates,  as  reported,  is  changed  at  this  date,  and  the  prooee^gs  of  eadt 
day  are  placed  together,  instead  of  the  distinct  continuous  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  each  flotne  during 
the  entire  Session.] 


IN  BKHTATB. 

-HoHDAT,  Dee.  4^  1887. 

The  second  session  of  the  twentj-fifth  Con* 
gross  convened  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  6iEtnn)T,  the  cnstomary 
resolationa  of  i^ormation  to  the  President  and 
the  Hoose  ^  Bepresentatives  were  passed. 


HOCSS  OF  SBPRSBBKTATITS0. 

December  4, 1687. 

The  roll  of  the  members  of  the  Honw  was 
called  over  by  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Muhlkhbesg,  a  message 
was  ordered  to  he  sent  to  the  Senate,  to  inform 
that  bodj  that  a  qaornm  of  the  Honae  (tf  Rep- 
resentatives had  assembled,  and  that  the  Honse 
Tas  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MnHutraKBa,  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed,  in  oonjanoUon  with 
Btioh  committee  as  might  he  appointed  oa  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  to  widt  on  va»  Preddent  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  bim  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Omgress  had  oonvened,  and  were 
readr  to  reo^ve  any  oommnnicatuu  he  might 
beideasedto  make.  

ITS  BBITATE. 

TtJBBDAT,  December  6. 

Mr.  HuBBAKD  qS  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr. 
Talucaikii  of  Kew  York,  took  their  seats. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presdent  of  the  United  States : 

Wlo^CUittn*  of  Iht  SenaU 

aad  Hottttof  BeprtattUativtt : 
We  have  reasm  to  renew  the  exfnB&xm.  of  onr 
deront  gratitude  to  the  Givu  or  all  Good  for  his 


benign  protection.  Our  covntry  pneents,  oo  emy 
ude,  the  evidences  of  that  contbioed  fkror,  ndtr 
irboee  auspices  it  has  gradoally  rism  from  a  fev 
feeble  and  dependent  Colonies  to  a  prosperoos  and 
powerM  Confederacy.  We  are  Messed  with  do- 
mestic tranquillity,  and  all  the  dments  of  natiaBil 
prosperity.  The  pestilence  which,  hivafing  for  a 
time,  some  flooiishing  portions  of  the  Union,  \Hxt- 
rapted  the  general  prevalence  of  Dnosoal  hcddi, 
has  happily  been  limited  in  extent,  and  atrested  ia 
its  &tal  career.  The  industry  and  prudence  cf  ov 
ddzens  are  gradually  relieving  them  from  the  peea- 
Diary  embarnasmenta  under  which  portlooa  of  them 
have  labored ;  Judidoas  legislation,  and  dw  nsturi 
and  boundless  tesoorcea  of  the  oonntiy,  have  tt 
forded  wise  ud  timely  aid  to  private  vntcfpraa; 
and  the  activity  always  duracteristio  of  our  peo|4i 
has  already,  in  a  grieat  degree,  resmned  te  nsail 
and  [Hofibdile  channels. 

The  cmdition  of  onr  foreign  relations  has  wt 
materially  changed  dnce  the  last  annual  m«nM 
of  my  predeceasw.  We  remain  at  peace  widi  d 
nations ;  and  no  ellbrts  on  my  part,  cooatsteBt  vilh 
the  presOTOtiw  of  our  rights  and  the  honor  of  dte 
country,  dudl  be  spared  to  maintain  a  poi^  m 
oonsonant  to  onr  institutions.  We  have  ftil^IIy 
sustained  the  foreign  poDcy  with  which  the  United 
States,  under  the  guidance  of  their  first  FMidot, 
to<dc  their  stand  in  die  ftmtty  of  naflons-that  of 
regulating  their  intoeoorae  widi  odier  poms  bf 
the  approved  principles  of  private  life ;  aakiDS  an 
according  equal  rights  and  equal  privilegeB;  remkr- 
ing  and  demanding  jnstioe  in  all  cases ;  adnadng 
their  own,  and  dismiariDg  the  preKnajona  of  otbeni 
with  candor,  directness,  and  rinoerity ;  ai^iealiiig  M 
all  timee  to  reason,  but  never  yielding  to  force,  nor 
seeking  to  acquire  any  tbfaig  t»  ttienisetveo  by  hi 
ezerdse. 

A  rigid  adberenoe  to  this  policy  has  left  this  Ovr- 
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erameDt  with  scarcely  a  clftim  upon  its  justice,  for 
fanories  aming  from  acts  committed  by  its  autlioritj. 
The  most  imposbg  aui  per{dexiiig  of  those  of  the 
United  States  npon  foreign  Goremments,  for  ag- 
grqpdonfl  upon  our  citizens,  were  disposed  by 
my  predeceaaor.  Independently  of  the  benefits 
ocuiferred  upon  our  ciUzeus  by  restoring  to  the  mer- 
cantile community  eo  many  miUiMS  of  which 
tiiey  had  been  wrongfully  diveated,  a  great  aervioe 
ma  also  rendered  to  liis  country  by  the  satisfactory 
i^natment  of  so  many  ancient  and  irritating  sub- 
jects of  oonteiUion ;  and  it  reflects  no  ordinary  credit 
on  his  Biiecesaful  administration  of  pabUo  aflkirs, 
that  this  great  olgect  was  aooompUihed,  iritbout 
comproDusing,  on  any  occasion,  either  the  honor,  or 
the  peace  of  the  nation. 

With  European  powers  no  new  satyccta  of  dlffi- 
cnity  have  arisen ;  and  those  which  were  under  dis- 
CDsson,  althou^  not'temdnated,  do  not  present  a 
mon  nnfaTonble  aspect  for  the  flitnre  preservation 
of  that  good  understanding,  which  it  lua  ever  been 
our  desire  to  cultivate. 

Of  pending  questions,  the  most  important  is  that 
wluch  exists  with  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
b  respect  to  our  north-eastern  boundary.  It 
b  with  nnfdgned  regeet,  that  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  moat  look  back  upon  the  abortive  efforts 
made  by  the  Executive,  for  a  period  of  more  than 
half  a  century,  to  determine,  what  no  nation 
^uld  suffer  long  to  romoin  in  dispute,  the  true 
line  which  divides  its  possessions  from  tiiose  of 
other  powers.  The  nature  of  the  scttiementa  on  the 
borders  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  neighbor 
ii^  territory,  was  for  a  season  such,  that  this  per- 
htft  WM  not  indlspetuable  to  a  fidthfiU  perform- 
mee  of  the  duties  of  the  Federal  Oovemment 
Time  has,  however,  changed  this  state  of  things ; 
■ad  baa  brought  about  a  condition  of  atbirs,  in 
iriiidi  the  true  interests  of  both  countries  imperar 
lively  require  tliat  this  question  should  be  put  at 
nat  It  is  not  to  be  difguised,  tiiat  with  fuU  con- 
Uenee  often  expressed,  in  tho  desue  of  the  British 
Government  to  tomdnate  it,  we  are  apparently  as 
&r  from  its  adjustment  aa  we  were  at  the  time  of 
iBgnrng  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  1783.  The  sole 
nnit  of  long  pending  n^otiations,  and  a  per- 
idexing  arbitration,  appears  to  be  a  conviction, 

its  part,  that  a  conventional  line  must  be 
idopted,  from  the  impossibility  of  ascertaining  tho 
tne  one  according  to  the  description  contained 
btbat treaty.  Withoat  ecdndding  in  this  o[union, 
*Udi  is  not  tbon^t  to  be  well  fbunded,  iny  predo- 
cemr  gave  the  strongest  proof  of  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  United  States  to  terminate  satisfactorily  this 
diqtote,  by  proponng  the  substitution  of  a  conven- 
mal  line,  if  the  consent  of  the  States  interested  in 
the  question  oonld  be  obtdned.  To  this  proposi- 
tun,  no  answer  faaa  yet  been  recdved.  The 
■ttentioii  of  the  British  Government  has,  howevw, 
been  urgentiy  in^ted  to  the  subject,  and  its  reply 
On&ot,  I  am  confident,  be  mudi  longer  delayed. 
1^  general  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
Vmti  States  are  of  the  most  friendly  character, 
wd  I  am  well  satisfied  of  the  tiocere  disposition  of 

Government  to  mi^ntun  tiiem  npon  their  pres- 
et fcoting.  This  ^spo^on  has  also,  I  am  per- 
■nded,  become  mora  general  with  the  people  of 
<*8lntd  than  at  any  prOTloas  period.  It  is  scarce- 
ly neoesaary  to  say  to  you,  how  cordially  it  is  re- 
^jproeated  by  the  Government  and  pe<^lo  of  the 
Uiuted  States.  The  ocrnvktimi,  which  must  be 


common  to  all,  of  the  iiyurious  consequences  that 
result  from  keeping  open  this  irritating  question, 
and  the  certainty  that  its  flnid  settlement  cannot  be 
much  longer  deferred,  will,  I  trust,  lead  to  an  early 
and  satisfactory  a^ustment.  At  your  last  ses- 
sion, I  laid  before  you  the  recent  communications 
between  the  two  Governments,  and  between  tiiis 
Government  and  that  of  the  State  of  Hoine,  in  whose 
solicitude,  concerning  a  subject  in  which  she  had 
so  deep  on  interest,  every  portion  of  the  Union  par- . 
ticipates. 

The  feelings  produced  by  a  temporary  Intemip- 
don  of  those  humonlous  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  States,  which  are  due  as  well  to  the  ' 
recollections  of  former  times  as  to  a  correct  appre- 
ciation of  existing  interests,  have  been  happily  suc- 
ceeded by  a  cordial  disposition  on  both  sides  to  cul- 
tivate an  active  friendship  in  thdr  future  inter- 
course. The  opinion,  undoubtedly  correct,  and 
steadily  entertained  by  us,  thiU  the  commoioBl  re- 
lations at  present  existing  between  the  two  countries 
are  susceptible  of  great  and  redprocally  beneficial 
improvements,  is  obvioudy  gaining  ground  in ' 
France ;  and  I  am  assured  of  the  disposition  of 
that  Government  to  favor  the  accomplishment  of 
such  an  object.  This  dispcsition  shall  be  met  in 
in  a  proper  spirit  on  our  part.  The  few  and  compara- 
tively uidmportant  questions  that  remain  to  be  ad- 
justed between  us,  con,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  settled 
with  entire  satisfaction,  and  without  diffitndty. 

Between  Rue»a  and  tho  United  States,  senti- 
ments of  good  will  continue  to  be  mutually  cherish- 
ed. Our  Minister  recently  accredited  to  tluit  Court, 
has  been  received  with  a  frankness  and  cordiality, 
and  with  evidences  of  respect  for  lus  country,  vhlt^ 
leave  OS  no  room  to  doubt  the  preservation  in  fu- 
ture of  those  anucable  and  liberal  relations  which  ' 
have  so  long  and  so  uninterruptedly  existed  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  On  the  few  subjects 
under  discussion  between  us,  an  cariy  and  just 
decision  is  confidentiy  antitnpatod. 

^  coTTespondence  has  befin  opened  irith  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Aiistria,  for  the  cstid>lisliment  of  diplo- 
matic relations,  in  confbnuHy  with  the  wishes  oP 
Congrras,  aa  indicated  by  an  appropriation  act  of  the 
session  of  1637,  and  arrangements  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, which  wilt  be  duly  carried  into  eficct. 

With  Austria  and  Prussia,  and  with  the  States  of 
the  German  empire,  now  composing  with  the  latter 
the  CiHnmercial  League,  our  political  relations  are  of 
tiie  most  friendly  character,  whilst  our  commerdal 
intercourse  is  gradually  extending,  with  benefit  to 
all  who  are  engaged  In  it. 

Civil  war  yet  rages  in  Spain,  producing  intense 
suffering  to  its  own  people,  and  to  other  nations 
inconvenience  and  regret  Our  citizens  who  have 
claims  upon  that  country  will  be  pr^ndiced  for  a 
time  by  tbe  condition  of  Its  Treasuir,  the  ineritahle 
consequence  of  long-continued  and  exiunstiiw  internal 
wars.  The  last  instalment  of  the  interest  of  the  debt 
due  under  the  convention  with  the  Queen  of  Spain 
has  not  been  pud ;  and  dmilar  failures  may  be  ex- 
}ected  to  happen,  until  a  portion  of  tho  resources  of 
ler  kingdom  can  bo  devoted  to  the  extinguishment  of 
its  foreign  debt 

Having  received  satisfactory  evidence  that  discrim- 
inating tonnage  duties  were  charged  upon  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  a  proc- 
lamation was  issued  on  the  11th  day  of  October  last, 
in  compliance  with  the  act  of  Hay  25,  1832,  declar- 
ing timt  &Kt;  and  tho  duties  on  foreign  tonnage 
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which  vcFe  levied  upon  Portuguese  vessels  in  the 
United  States,  previously  to  the  passage  of  that  act, 
are  accordii^y  revived. 

The  act  of  July  4,  1886,  suspending  the  diacrimi- 
nating  duties  upon  the  produce  of  Portugal  imported 
into  this  countrj  in  Portuguese  vessels,  was  passed 
upon  the  application  of  that  Qovemment,  through  its 
representative  here,  under  the  belief  that  do  similar 
discrimination  existed  in  Portugal  to  the  pngudice  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  state  that  such  duties 
are  now  exacted  in  that  country  upon  the  caif;oes  of 
Amcnican  vessels;  and  as  the  act  referred  to  vests 
no  discretion  In  the  Executive,  it  is  Congress  to 
detennine  upon  the  expediency  of  further  legislation 
on  the  subject.  Against  these  discriminations,  affect- 
ing the  vessels  of  this  country  and  their  cugoea, 
seasonable  remonstrance  was  made,  and  notice  was 
given  to  the  Portuguese  Government  that  unless 
vssj  should  bo  discon^ned,  the  adoption  of  coun- 
tervailing measures  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
would  become  neccfflary ;  but  the  reply  of  that  Gov- 
ernment, received  at  the  Department  of  State  through 
our  Charge  d' Affaires  at  Lisbon,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  afforded  no  ground  of  hope  for  the 
abandonment  of  a  system  so  little  in  harmony  with 
the  treatment  shown  to  the  vessels  of  Portugal,  and 
their  caifiocs  in  the  ports  of  this  country,  and  bo 
contrary  to  tho  expect^ons  we  had  a  ri^t  to  en- 
tertain. 

With  Holland,  Sweden,  Denmait,  Naples,  and  Bel- 
gium, a  friendly  intercouise  has  been  inuutemiptedly 

maintained. 

With  the  Government  of  the  Ottoman  Forte  and 
its  dependencies  on  the  coast  of  the  Mediterranean, 
peace'  and  good  will  are  carefiilly  coldvated,  and 
nave  been  wetered  by  such  good  offices  as  the  rel- 
ative distance  and  the  condition  of  those  countries 
would  peraut. 

Our  commerce  with  Greece  Is  canied  on  under  the 
laws  of  the  two  governments,  reciprocally  beneficial 
to  the  navigating  interests  of  both ;  and  I  have  rea- 
son to  look  forward  to  (de  adoption  of  other  mefia- 
nras  -wbldti  will  be  more  extendvely  and  permanentiy 
advantageous. 

Copies  of  the  treaties  condnded  wltii  the  Govern- 
ments of  Siam  and  Unseat  are  transmitted  for  the 
information  of  Congress,  the  ratifications  havii^ 
been  received,  and  the  treaties  made  public,  tinoe 
tiie  close  of  the  last  annual  session.  Already  have 
we  reason  to  coogratnlate  ourselves  on  tiie  prospect 
of  con^erable  commercial  ben^t;  and  we  have, 
besides,  received  from  the  Sultan  of  Ifoseat  prompt 
evidence  of  his  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  friendly 
feelings,  1^  liberal  acts  towards  one  of  our  veaseU, 
bestowed  in  a  manner  so  striking  as  to  require  on 
our  part  a  grateful  acknowledgment 

Our  commerce  with  the  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Forto 
Bico  still  labors  under  heavy  restrictions,  the  contin- 
uance <^  which  Is  a  subject  of  regret,  The  only 
effect  of  on  adherence  to  them  will  £b  to  benefit  the 
navigation  of  other  countries,  at  the  exp^ise  both 
of  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

The  independent  nations  of  this  continent  have, 
ever  since  they  emei^d  from  the  colonial  state, 
experienced  severe  trials  in  their  progress  to  the 
permanent  establishment  of  liberal  political-  institu- 
tions. Their  unsettied  condition  not  only  Inter- 
rapts  their  own  advances  to  prosperity,  but  has  often 
seriously  injured  the  other  powers  of  the  worid.  The 
claims  of  our  citizens  upon  Peru,  Chili,  Braial,  the 
Aijgentine  Bepnblic,  the  Goveimnents  fonoed  out 


of  the  Bepublics  of  Colombia  and  Uexioo,  are  still 
pending,  althonghmany  of  them  have  been  presented 
for  examination  more  than  twenty  years.  NcwGrcou- 
da,  Venezuela,  and  Ecuador,  have  recently  formed  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  aacertuning  and  ad- 
justing daims  upon  the  Republic  vf  Colombia,  fna 
which  It  is  earnestly  hoped  our  citizens  will,  ere  long, 
receive  full  compensation  for  the  injuries  ori^nally 
inflicted  upon  them,  and  for  the  delay  in  affording  ii. 

An  advantageous  treaty  of  commerce  has  been 
concluded  by  the  United  States  with  the  Feru-Bdi- 
vian  Confederation,  which  wants  only  the  ntifieatin 
of  that  Government  The  progress  of  a  subsequent 
negotiation  for  the  setticment  of  claims  upon  Peni, 
has  been  unfavorably  affected  by  the  war  between 
that  power  end  Chili,  and  the  Argentine  Republic ; 
and  the  same  event  is  also  likely  to  produce  delays 
in  the  setticment  of  our  demands  on  those  powers. 

The  aggravating  circumstancb  connected  with  our 
daims  upon  Uexico,  and  a  variety  of  events  toodi- 
ing  the  honor  and  int^ri^  of  our  Govenuncnt,  led 
my  predecessor  to  moke,  at  the  second  sesaon  of 
the  last  Congress,  a  special  recommendation  of  the 
ooutse  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  a  speedy  and  final 
satisfaction  of  the  u^juries  complained  of  by  this  Got- 
emmcnt  and  by  our  citizens.  Be  recommended  a  final 
demand  of  redress,  with  a  contingent  autbraity  to 
tiie  Executive  to  make  reprisals,  if  that  demand 
should  be  made  in  vain.  From  the  prooeedn^  of 
Con^p^ss  on  that  recommendation,  it  appeared  that  the 
opimon  of  both  branches  of  the  Ix?gi^ture  cmncidcd 
with  that  of  the  Executive,  that  any  mode  of  redren 
known  to  the  law  of  nations  might  justifiably  be 
used.  It  was  obvious,  too,  that  GoQgrcss  believed, 
with  the  President,  that  another  demand  should  be 
made,  in  <»dcr  to  give  nndeiuable  and  satirfutiny 
proof  of  our  dedre  to  avoid  extremities  with  a  negb- 
boring  power ;  but  that  there  was  an  indi^Kisitian  to 
vest  a  discretionary  authcmty  in  the  Executive  to 
take  redress,  should  it  unfortunatdy  be  either  denied 
or  unreasonably  delayed  by  the  Uexican  GovenmenL 
So  soon  as  the  neeeaauj  documraits  were  prcpue^ 
after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  my  office  »  special 
messenger  was  sent  to  Mexico,  to  make  a  final  de- 
mand of  redress,  with  the  documents  required  by 
the  proviuons  of  our  treaty.  The  demand  was  msde 
on  the  20th  of  July  last  The  reply,  which  bears  data 
the  29th  of  the  same  month,  contains  assortoces  «f 
a  desire,  on  the  part  of  that  Government,  to  give  a 
prompt  and  explicit  answer  respecting  eadi  of  the 
complaints,  but  that  the  eumi nation  of  them  wonld 
nec^sarily  be  deliberate;  tiiat  in  this  cxaminatka, 
it  would  be  guided  by  the  principles  of  poUic  law 
and  the  obligation  of  treaties ;  that  nothing  should 
be  left  undone  that  might  lead  to  the  most  q>eedy 
and  equitable  adjustment  of  our  demands ;  ind  that 
its  detennination,  in  respect  to  each  case,  should  be 
communicated  tlvoagh  the  Mexican  Uinista*  bm. 

Since  tbat  time,  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Mip- 
ister  Henipotentkry  has  been  accredited  to  this 
Government  by  that  of  the  Mexican  RepnbJic  He 
brou^t  with  bim  assurances  of  a  dncere  dcare  that 
the  pending  differences  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments should  be  terminated  in  a  manner  Fatisfactorj 
to  both.  He  was  received  with  reciprocal  asEor. 
ances ;  and  a  hope  was  entertained  that  this  miseioa 
would  lead  to  a  speedy,  sati^actory,  and  final  adjost- 
ment  of  all  e]dsnng  sut!jecta.of  cunplaint  A  rin- 
cere  believer  in  the  wisdom  of  the  padfic  policy  by 
which  the  Umted  States  have  always  been  govcmed 
in  their  IntenxMUse  with  foreign  uatitws;  it  was  mj 
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rarticular  denre,  from  the  proximity  of  the  Mexican 
Republic,  and  vell^known  occurrencea  on  our  fron- 
tier, to  be  instrumental  in  obviating  all  existing  diffi- 
cultjca  witli  that  GoTemment,  and  in  restoring  to  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  Republics,  tbat  liberal 
and  friendly  character  by  which  tiiey  eboold  always 
be  diatingniabed.  I  regret,  therefore,  the  more 
deeply  to  nave  found  tn  the  recent  communications 
of  tliat  Government  so  little  reason  to  hope  that  any 
future  efforts  of  mine  for  the  accomplishment  of 
those  desirable  objects  would  be  successfuL 

Although  the  larger  number,  and  many  of  them 
aggravated  cases  of  personal  wrongs,  have  been  now 
for  years  before  the  Uexlcan  Government,  and  some 
of  the  causes  of  national  complunt,  and  those  of  the 
most  olTensire  clioracter,  admitted  of  immediate, 
aimple,  and  satisfactory  replies,  it  is  only  witUn  a 
few  days  past  that  any  speciflo  communication  in 
nsver  to  our  last  demand,  made  five  months  ago, 
has  lK>en  received  from  the  Ifesican  Uinister.  By 
Ae  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  herewith  pre- 
sented, and  the  accompanying  documents,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  for  not  one  of  our  public  oompudnli  baa 
Mtls&ction  been  given  or  offered ;  tbat  ont  one  of 
the  cases  of  personal  wrong  has  been  favorably 
OOnadered,  and  that  but  four  cases  of  both  descrip- 
tkins,  out  of  all  those  formally  presented,  and  ear- 
nestly pressed,  have  as  yet  been  decided  iqioa  by  the 
Vezicao  Government 

Not  perceiving  in  what  manner  any  of  the  powers 
nven  to  the  Executive  alone  could  be  further  nse- 
nilly  employed  in  brining  this  unfortonata  contro- 
versy to  s  satisfactory  termination,  the  subject  iraa 
by  my  predecessor  referred  to  Congress,  as  one  call- 
ing for  its  interposition.  In  accordance  with  the 
dearly  understood  wishes  of  the  L^pslature,  another 
and  fonnal  demand  for  satisfaction  has  been  made 
npoQ  the  Mexican  QoTemment;  with  what  soccera 
the  documents  now  conununScated  will  ibow.  On  a 
careful  and  deliberate  examination  of  their  ocnitenta^ 
and  considering  the  spirit  manifested  by  the  Mexican 
Goremraent,  it  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  return 
the  subject,  as  it  now  stands,  to  Congress,  to  whom 
it  belongs,  to  decide  upon  the  time,  the  mode,  and 
the  measure  of  redrew.  Whatever  may  be  yoor 
decision,  it  shall  be  faithfiiUy  executed,  confident  tbat 
it  wilt  be  characterized  that  moderation  and  Jus- 
tice wbidi  will,  I  trust,  under  aU  circumaUncea,  govern 
the  councils  of  our  country. 

The  balance  in  tiie  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Jannar 
ry,  1 837,  was  forty-five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  thousand  fire  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollara. 
The  receipts  during  the  present  year  from  all  sources, 
induding  the  amount  of  Treasury  notes  issued,  are  esti- 
mated at  twenty-tbree  millions  four  hundred  and 
olne^-nlne  thousand  ninehondredand  eighty-one  dol- 
lars, constituting  an  aggr»ate  of  dxty-nine  millions 
four  hundred  and  sixly-eignt  thousand  five  hundred 
and  four  dollars.  Ofthis  amount,  about  tbirty-flTemil- 
lions  two  hundred  and  eighty-one  thousand  uiree  hun* 
dred  and  sixty-one  dollars  will  have  been  expended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  on  appropriations  made  Con- 
gress ;  aad  the  residue,  amounting  to  thirty-four  mll- 
uons  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  thoneand  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  three  doUors,  will  be  the  nominal  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next 
But  of  that  sum,  only  one  million  eighty-five  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  is  conridered  as 
immediately  available  for,  and  applicable  to,  public 
poiposes.  Those  portions  of  it  which  irill  be  fbr  some 
time  unavailable,  consist  chiefly  of  mms  deposited  I 
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with  the  States,  and  doe  from  the  former  depotdt  banks. 

The  details  upon  this  subject  wilt  be  found  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  The 
amount  of  Treasury  notes,  which  it  will  be  necessary 
to  issue  during  the  year  on  account  of  those  fanda 
being  nnavubUe,  will,  it  is  supposed,  not  exceed 
four  and  a  half  millions.  It  seemed  proper,  in  the 
oon^dimof  the  country,  to  have  the  estimates  on  all 
subjects  made  as  low  as  practicable,  without  pnja- 
dioe  to  any  great  public  measum.  Vbe  Depart- 
ments were,  therefore,  desired  to  prepare  tiieir  esti- 
mates accordingly;  and  lam  hsftpy  to  find  that  tiiey 
have  been  able  to  graduate  them  on  so  economical  a 
scale.  In  the  great  and  often  unexpected  fluctuations 
to  which  the  revenue  is  subjected!,  it  is  not  possible 
to  compute  the  receipts  beforehand  with  great  cer- 
tainty ;  but  4ionld  they  not  differessentiallynom  pres- 
ent anticipations,  and  should  the  q^roprlations  not 
much  exceed  the  estimates,  no  difficulty  seems  likely 
to  happen  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  with 
promptitude  and  fidelity. 

NotwitiwUnding  the  great  embarraasments  whidi 
bare  tecenUy  occurred  in  commercial  aflUrs,  and 
tlio  liberal  indulgence  wfai^  in  consequence  of  those 
embarrassments,  has  t>een  extended  to  ttoth  the  mer- 
chants and  the  banks,  it  is  gratifying  to  lie  able  to 
anticipato  that  the  Treasury  notes,  which  have  been 
issued  during  the  present  year,  will  be  redeemed, 
and  that  the  resources  of  the  Treasury,  without  any 
resort  to  loans  or  increased  taxes,  will  prove  ample 
for  defraying  all  purges  imposed  on  it  during  18SS. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasniy  i^ 
afford  you  a  more  ndnute  exporititm  of  all  matters 
connected  with  the  administration  of  the  finances 
during  the  current  year ;  a  period  which,  for  the 
amount  of  put)lic  moneys  di^ursed  and  deposited 
with  the  States  as  well  as  the  finandal  lUfflculties 
encountered  and  overcome,  has  ftw  parallels  in  our 
hlstocT.  Tour  attmUon  was,  at  me  last  seadon, 
invited  to  ttie  necesri^  of  additional  l^ialatire  pro- 
visions In  respect  to  the  collection,  safMteering,  and 
transfer  of  the  public  money.  No  law  having  been 
then  matured,  and  not  understanding  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  as  intended  to  be  final,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  again  bring  ttie  subject  to  your  notice. 

On  that  occasion,  three  modes  of  peifintnlng  this 
Immch  of  fte  pnUIo  service  were  presented  for  eoD- 
sideration.  These  were :  the  creiolon  of  a  national 
t>ank ;  the  revival,  witii '  modifications,  of  the  deposit 
system  established  by  the  act  of  the  2Sd  of  June, 
1886,  permitting  the  use  of  the  public  moneys  by  the 
banks,  and  the  ^scontlnuance  of  the  use  of  sudi  in- 
stitutions for  the  purposes  referred  to,  with  suitable 
provisions  for  their  accomplishment  throu^  the 
agenCT  of  pntdic  officers.  Considering  the  oi^nions 
of  boOi  Hooses  of  Congress  on  the  two  first  propoij- 
tions  aa  expressed  in  the  negative,  in  which  I  entirely 
concur,  ft  Is  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  recur  to 
them.  In  respect  to  the  last,  you  nave  had  an  op- 
portunity tince  your  adjournment,  not  only  to  test 
still  further  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  by  the 
continued  practical  operation  of  such  ports  of  It  as 
are  now  in  force,  but  also  to  discover— what  should 
ever  be  sought  for  and  regarded  with  the  utmost 
deference — the  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  people. 
The  natioiul  will  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  Republic, 
and,  on  all  sul^jects  within  the  lin^ts  of  his  constitu- 
tional powers,  should  be  faithfully  obeyed  by  the 
public  servant  Snce  the  measure  in  question  was 
sub^tted  to  your  consideration,  most  m  you  hsTo 
ei^yed  the  adTiiitage  of  penonal  oommumcation 
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nith  your  constituents.  For  one  StBte  onlj  has  an 
election  been  held  for  the  Federal  GoTeromeut ;  but 
the  eariy  day  at  which  it  to<^  place,  deprives  the 
measure  under  consideration  of  much  of  the  support 
it  might  otherwise  have  derived  from  the  result. 
Local  electioiis  for  State  officers  have,  however, 
been  held  in  several  of  the  States,  at  which  the  expe- 
diency of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Executive  has 
been  more  or  less  discussed.  Tou  will,  I  am  con- 
fldeot,  yield  to  their  results  the  respect  due  to  every 
expres^on  of  the  public  voice.  Dealing,  however, 
to  arrive  at  truth  and  a  just  view  of  the  sutgect  in  all 
its  bearings,  you  will  at  the  same  time  remember, 
that  questions  of  far  deeper  and  more  immediate 
local  interest,  than  the  fiscal  plans  of  the  National 
Treasury,  were  involved  in  those  elecUons.  Above 
■U,  we  cannot  overiook  the  striking  fitct,  that  there 
were  at  the  im»  in  those  States  more  thui  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  millions  of  bank  capital,  of  which 
large  portions  were  subject  to  actiul  forfeiture — 
other  large  portions  upheld  only  by  special  and  limited 
legisladve  indulgences — and  most  of  it,  if  not  all,  to 
a  greater  or  lees  extent,  dependent  for  a  continuance 
ofita  corporate  existence  upon  the  will  of  the  State 
Legislatures  to  be  then  chosen.  Apprised  of  this 
oircmnBtanoe,  jou  will  judge  whether  It  is  not  most 
probable  that  ue  peculiar  condition  of  that  vast  in- 
terest in  these  respects,  the  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  simad  through  all  the  ramifications  of  society, 
its  direct  connection  with  the  then  pending  elections, 
and  the  feelings  it  was  calculated  to  infuse  into  the 
canvass,  have  exercised  a  far  greater  influence  over 
the  result,  than  any  which  coiud  possibly  have  been 
produced  by  a  conflict  of  opinion  fn  respect  to  a 
question  in  the  admioistratioa  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, more  remote  and  far  less  important  in  its 
hearings  upon  that  interest, 

I  have  found  no  reason  to  change  my  own  opinion 
as  to  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  system  pro- 
posed, bein^  perfectly  satisfied  uet  there  will  be 
neither  stability  nor  safety,  either  in  the  fiscal  affitirs 
of  the  QoTemment,  or  in  the  pecuniary  transactions 
of  individuals  and  corporations,  so  long  aa  a  oonnec- 
tioQ  eusts  between  them,  which,  like  the  past,  offers 
such  strong  induoements  to  make  them  the  subjects 
«f  political  agitation.  Indeed,  I  am  more  than  ever 
convinced  of  the  dangers  to  which  the  free  and  uu- 
hiassed  exerdse  of  political  opinion — the  only  sure 
foundation  and  safeguard  of  republican  Oorenuneut 
—would  be  exposed  by  any  further  Increase  of  the 
already  overgrown  influence  of  corporate  authorities. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  con&stentiy  with  my  views  of 
duty,  advise  a  renewal  of  a  connection  which  circum- 
stances have  dissolved. 

The  diaoontinnance  of  the  use  of  State  banks  for 
fiscal  pmposea  ought  not  to  be  r^arded  as  a  meas- 
ure  <ii  hostility  toward  those  institutions.  Buiks, 
woperly  established  and  conducted,  are  highly  use- 
ful to  the  bosiuesa  of  the  country,  and  will  doubtiess 
oontinue  to  exist  in  the  States,  so  long  as  they  con- 
form to  their  laws,  and  arc  found  to  be  safe  and 
beneficial.  How  they  should  be  created,  what  privi- 
leges they  should  enjoy,  under  what  reponsibilities 
they  should  act,  and  to  what  restrictions  they  should 
be  sutfject,  are  questions  which,  as  I  observed  on  a 
previous  occa^,  belong  to  the  States  to  dedde. 
trpon  their  rights,  or  the  exerdse  of  them,  the  Gen- 
end  Goremment  can  have  no  motive  to  encroacli.  Its 
duty  toward  them  is  well  performed,  when  it  refrains 
from  legislating  for  their  spedal  benefit,  because 
Buoh  le^sUtiou  would  Titrate  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
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stitution,  and  be  uqjust  to  other  interests ;  when  it 
takes  no  steps  to  impiur  their  usefnlnets,  but  so 
manages  its  own  ai^rs  as  to  make  it  the  interest  of 
those  institutions  to  strengthen  and  improve  tbar 
condition  for  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity at  large.  They  have  no  right  to  inast  oo 
a  connection  .with  the  Federal  Government,  nn  on 
the  use  of  the  public  money  for  their  own  benefit 
The  o^ect  of  the  measure  under  consideration  is,  lo 
KnAA  for  the  future  a  compulsory  connection  of  lldi 
kind.  It  proposes  to  place  the  General  Govennuot, 
in  regard  to  the  essential  points  of  the  coIlectiQn, 
safe-keeping,  and  transfer  of  the  public  money,  in  a 
utuation  which  shall  relieve  it  from  all  dependence 
on  the  will  of  Irresponsible  individuals  or  corpo- 
rations ;  to  withdraw  those  m(Hieys  from  the  uses  of 
private  trade,  and  confide  them  to  agents  omstitn- 
tionally selected  and  c<mtrol1ed  bylaw;  to  abstain 
from  improper  interference  with  the  industry  of  the 
people,  and  withhold  inducements  to  improvident 
dealings  on  Uie  part  of  indinduals ;  to  give  stability 
to  the  concerns  of  the  Treasury :  to  preserve  die 
measures  of  the  Government  from  the  unavcudible 
reproaches  that  flow  from  such  a  connection,  and  ttc 
banks  themselves  from  the  injurious  effects  of  a  Eop- 
posed  portinpation  in  the  political  ooofliets  of  toe 
day,  fiwm  wuch  they  will  othenrise  find  it  dllBcdt 
to  escq)e. 

These  are  my  views  upon  this  important  subject; 
formed  after  careful  reflection,  and  with  no  oeaif 
but  to  arrive  at  what  is  most  likely  to  promote  the 
pubUc  interest.  They  are  now,  as  they  were  before; 
submitted  with  unfeigned  deference  for  the  ofHmoiB 
of  others.  It  was  lordly  to  be  hoped  that  dungea 
so  important,  on  a  subject  so  interesting,  could  be 
made  without  producing  a  serious  diversity  <rf'  Ofia- 
ion ;  but  so  long  as  those  conflicting  views  are  kqR 
above  the  influence  of  individual  or  local  interests; 
so  long  as  they  pursue  only  the  general  good,  ud 
are  discussed  with  moderation  and  candor,  ei^  a 
diveruty  is  a  l^efit,  not  an  irgury.  If  a  m^otity 
Congress  see  the  public  wdfarc  in  a  diffooit 
light ;  aad  more  eq>eicaUy  if  they  should  be  sati^ 
t£tt  tiie  measure  proposed  would  not  be  accq)tible 
to  the  people ;  I  ^all  look  to  their  wisdom  to  tA- 
stitute  such  as  may  be  more  condutarc  to  tbc<ne, 
and  more  satisfactory  to  the  other.  In  any  em^ 
they  may  confidently  rely  on  my  hearty  co-qioatiaL 
to  the  fullest  extent,  which  my  views  of  the  consti- 
tutiou  and  my  sense  of  duty  will  permit. 

It  is  obviously  important  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  service,  and  to  the  business  and  quiet  of  the 
country,  that  the  whole  subject  should  in  some  wiy 
be  setUed  and  r^kted  by  law ;  and,  if  poaiUe,  at 
your  present  session.  Besides  the  plwis  above  refer- 
red to,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  has  been  euggetf- 
ed,  except  that  of  keeping  the  public  money  in  the 
State  banks  in  special  deport.  Thto  plan  is,  tosorae 
extent,  in  accordance  with  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  wiUi  the  present  arrangement  "of  the 
Treasury  Department ;  whicli,  except,  perhaps,  dnrii^ 
the  operation  of  the  late  deposit  act,  has  always  been 
allowed,  even  during  the  existence  of  a  Nationa] 
Bank,  to  make  a  temporary  nse  of  the  State  banks, 
in  particular  places,  for  &e  safe-keeping  at  jntiam 
of  the  revenue,  ^ts  discretionaiy  power  might  be 
con^ued,  if  Congress  deem  it  de^rable,  whatever 
general  sykem  be  adopted.  So  long  as  the  txnaee- 
tion  is  voluntai7,  we  need  perhaps  anddpate  few 
of  tiiose  difficulties,  and  littie  of  that  dependence, 
on  the  banks,  which  must  attend  every  soui  eonnee- 
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tioD  when  compolsory  in  its  nature,  snd  when  so 
ftiTiui^ed  as  to  make  the  banks  a  fixed  part  of  the 
machinery  of  GoTemment.  It  ia  undoubtedlj  in 
the  power  of  Congress,  so  to  regulate  and  guard  it 
as  to  prevent  the  public  moaej  from  bong  aoplied 
to  the  use,  or  intermingled  wiUi  the  albirs,  of  indi- 
yiduala.  Thus  arranged,  although  it  would  not  ^ve 
to  the  GoTenuncnt  mat  entire  control  over  its  own 
fhnds  wliich  I  denre  to  secure  to  it  by  the  plan  I 
have  proposed,  It  would,  it  most  be  admitted,  in  a 
great  degree,  accomplisa  one  of  the  olqects  which 
has  TGOommended  that  plan  to  my  Jamrnent — the 
separation  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  toe  OoTemmeDt 
from  ibrm  of  individoals  or  corporatlona  With 
these  obserrations,  I  recommend  the  whole  matter  to 
yonr  dispassionate  reflection;  confidently  hoping  that 
some  conclusion  may  be  reached  by  yonr  deiibera- 
doii&  which,  oh  the  one  hand,  shall  ^Te  safety  and 
tUimty  to  the  fiscal  nterations  of  the  QoTerament, 
and  be  oOnsisteiit  on  the  other,  with  the  genius  of 
onrfaistitaUons,  and  with  the  interests  and  wishes  of 
fte  great  nmss  of  our  constituents. 

It  was  my  hope  that  nothing  would  occur  to  make 
necessary,  on  diis  occaaon,  any  allusion  to  the  late 
NaUooal  Bank.  There  are  circumstances,  faowerer, 
connected  with  the  present  state  of  its  uD^ra,  that 
bcir  80  directly  on  the  character  of  the  Government 
and  the  welfare  of  the  citizen,  that  I  should  not  feel 
ntjwlf  excused  In  neglecting  to  notice  thm.  The 
durter  wlddi  terminated  its  banking  privili^ges,  on 
tbe  fourth  of  Xardi,  16S6,  continnM  its  corp<»ttte 
powers  two  years  more,  for  the  sole  pnipose  of  dos- 
ing its  af&irs.  with  authority  *'  to  use  the  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the  pnniose  of  sulta 
^a  final  settlement  and  liqtddation  of  the  a&irs 
and  acts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale  and  ds- 
poation  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  but 
for  no  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  manner  whatso- 
ever."  Just  before  the  banking  priTilegea  ceased.  Its 
ef&ct9  were  transferred  by  the  bank  to  a  new  State 
institution  then  recently  incorporated,  in  trust,  for  the 
ffischarge  df  its  debts,  and  the  settlement  of  Its  affiiirs. 
Vith  wis  trustee,  by  authority  of  Congress,  an  ad- 
jntment  was  subsequently  inadb  of  the  mtge  Intovst 
viiidi  the  Government  had  in  the  stock  of  tiie  in- 
stitution. The  manner  in  which  a  trust  nnexpect- 
ei\j  created  upon  the  act  granting  the  ohtuter, 
and  involving  such  great  public  interests,  has  been 
executed,  would,  under  any  circumstance^  be  a  fit 
salgect  of  inquiry ;  but  much  more  does  It  deserve 
yoar  attention,  when  it  eralwaeea  the  redemption  of 
obligations  to  wUch  the  authority  and  credit  of  the 
ITnited  States  have  given  value.  The  two  years  al- 
lowed are  now  nearly  at  an  end.  It  is  well  understood 
that  the  trustee  has  not  redeemed  and  cancelled  the 
outstanding  notes  of  the  bank,  but  has  reissued,  and 
it  actoally  reissuing,  since  the  third  of  March,  1836, 
^  notes  wWch  have  been  received  by  It  to  a  vast 
imoinit  According  to  Its  own  official  statement,  so 
late  as  the  first  of  October  last,  nineteen  months  aAer 
the  banking  privileges  given  by  the  charter  had  expir- 
ed, it  had  under  Its  control  uncancelled  notes  of  the 
lite  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  the  amount  of  twenty- 
KTcn  millions  five  hnndred  end  sixty-one  thousand 
^t  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars,  of  which  six  mil- 
lions one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  ei^t  hun- 
OKd  aud  sixty-one  dollars  were  In  actnal  circulation, 
one  ndlllon  fbur  bnndred  and  ^xty-eight  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  at  State  bank  agen- 
cies, and  three  millions  two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
Bme^dollanmtKmsito;  th»AowiDg  that  upwards 


[DsonDK,  1887. 

of  ten  millions  and  a  half  of  the  notes  of  the  old  bank 
were  then  still  kept  outstanding.  The  impropriety  of 
this  procedure  is  obvious :  it  being  the  duty  of  the 
trustee  to  cancel  and  not  to  pot  foiw  tbo  notes  of  an 
institution,  whose  eoneems  it  had  tmdertakai  to 
wind  up.  If  the  trustee  has  m  tidit  to  telasne  Uieio 
notes  now,  I  can  see  no  reason  my  it  may  not  con- 
tinue to  do  so  after  the  expiration  of  the  two  yeanL 
As  no  one  could  have  antidpated  a  course  so  extm- 
ordinary,  the  prohibitory  clause  of  the  charter  above 
quoted  was  not  accompanied  by  any  penalty  or  other 
special  provision  for  enforcing  U;  nor  have  we  any 
general  law  for  the  prevention  of  similar  acts  in 
nitnre. 

But  it  is  not  in  tiiis  view  of  the  subject  alone  that 
your  inteipodtion  ia  required.  The  United  Sutes,  In 
settling  with  the  trustee  for  thdr  stock,  have  with- 
drawn their  fimds  from  thdr  former  direct  liability  to 
the  creditors  of  the  old  bank,  yet  notes  of  the  insti- 
tution continue  to  be  sent  forth  in  its  name,  and  ap- 
parently upon  the  authority  of  the  United  Statea. 
The  tnmsactions  connected  with  the  employment  of 
the  bills  of  the  old  bank  are  of  vast  extent ;  and 
should  they  result  unfortunately,  the  interest  of  in- 
dividuals may  be  deeply  compromised.  Without 
undertaking  to  dedde  how  for,  or  in  what  form,  if 
any,  the  trustee  could  be  made  liaUe  for  notes  which 
eontain  no  obligation  on  Ha  put ;  or  the  bank, 
for  BQcfa  as  are  put  in  drcnlatlon  after  the  endntioB 
of  its  charter,  and  withont  its  authority ;  or  the  Oov- 
eroment  for  indemnity,  in  ease  of  loss,  the  question 
still  presses  Itself  upon  your  condderation,  whether 
it  is  consistent  with  duty  and  good  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  to  witness  this  proceeding  with- 
out a  dngle  effbrt  to  arrest  It 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  wluch  will  be  laid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  will  Aow  how  the  affldrs 
of  that  office  have  been  conducted  for  the  past  year. 
The  disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  most 
important  trusts  confided  to  Congress.  The  practi- 
cability of  retaining  the  titie  and  control  of  sudi  ex- 
tensive domidns  in  the  General  Government,  and  at 
the  aame  time  admlttiiw  the  Tertitorisa  onbrai^ig 
them  into  tiie  Federal  Unlm  aa  co-eqoals  with  tiie 
origbial  States,  was  serioody  doubted  by  many  of 
our  wiseet  atatesmen.  All  feared  that  tiiey  would 
become  a  source  of  discord,  and  many  carried  their 
apprehendons  so  far  aa  to  see  in  them  the  seeds  of  a 
rature  dissolution  of  tiie  Confederacy.  But  bq^ly 
our  experience  lias  already  been  soffldent  to  quiet,  m 
a  great  degree,  all  such  ap|»«hendoiis.  Tber  pod- 
tion,  at  one  time  assumed — that  the  admigdon  of 
new  States  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  original  States,  was  incompatible  with  a  riglit  of 
soil  in  the  United  States,  and  operated  as  a  surrender 
thereof,  notwithstanding  the  terms  of  the  compacts 
by  which  their  admisdon  was  designed  to  be  rega^ 
latcd — has  been  wisely  abandoned.  Whether  in  the 
new  or  the  old  States,  all  now  agree  that  the  ri^ 
of  soil  to  the  public  lands  remains  in  tike  Federal 
Government,  and  that  these  lands  cfmstitute  a  com- 
mon property,  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all  tiie  States,  old  and  new.  Acquiescence 
in  this  just  principle  by  the  people  of  the  new  States 
has  naturally  promoted  a  dispodtion  to  adopt  the 
most  liberal  pmicy  In  the  sale  of  the  putdio  lands. 
A  policy  whidi  stKrald  be  limited  to  the  mere  olject 
of  selling  the  lands  for  the  greatest  poedUe  sum  of 
money,  witiiout  regard  to  hl^ier  condderations,  fin^ 
bat  few  advocates.  On  the  coidraryf  it  is  geniBrally 
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etmceded,  that  whilst  the  ntode  of  diapodtiMi  adopted 
by  the  GoTeiDinent,  ebould  alwaja  be  %  prudent  one, 
yet  its  leading  otg'ect  oueht  to  be  the  early  settle- 
ment and  cuftiTation  of  ue  landg  scdd ;  and  that  it 
Bboold  dbcouotenance,  if  it  cannot  prevent,  the  ac- 
cumulation of  large  tracts  in  the  same  hands,  vhicb 
must  necessarily  retard  the  growth  of  the  New  States, 
or  entail  upon  them  a  dependent  tenantry,  and  its 
attendant  vrHa. 

A  question  embradng  such  important  interests, 
and  BO  well  calculated  to  mlist  the  feelings  of  the 
people  in  erery  quarter  of  the  Union,  has  very  nat- 
urally given  rise  to  numerous  plans  for  ihe  improve- 
ment  of  the  existing  system.  The  diatinctive  fea- 
tures of  the  policy  that  has  hitherto  prevailed,  are,  to 
dispose  of  we  public  lands  at  moderate  prices,  thus 
oiabUng  a  grei^r  number  to  enter  into  competiUon 
for  their  pordiase,  and  accomplidiiing  a  double  object 
of  im>moting  tiieir  rapid  settlement  by  the  pur 
diaseis,  and  at  the  same  time  increasing  the  receipts 
of  the  Treasury ;  to  sell  for  cash,  thereby  preventing 
the  disturbing  influence  of  a  large  mass  of  privtite 
citixens  indebted  to  the  Government,  which  they 
have  a  voice  in  controlling ;  to  bring  them  into 
maricet  no  foster  than  good  Iwids  are  supposed  to  be 
wanted  for  improvements,  tber^y  preventing  the  ac- 
onmulatitm  of  large, tracts  in  few  bands;  and  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  to  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Govenunent;  thus  diminishing  the 
amount  to  be  rdsed  from  the  people  of  the  States  by 
taxation,  and  giving  each  State  its  portion  of  the 
benefits  to  be  derved  from  this  common  fund  in  a 
manner  most  quiet,  and  at  the  same  time,  per- 
haps, the  most  equitable,  tiiat  can  be  devbed.  Tneee 
provisions,  with  occasional  enactments  in  behalf  of 
special  interests  deemed  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the 
Government,  have,  in  their  execution,  produced  results 
as  beneficial  upon  the  whole  as  could  reasonably  be 
expected  in  a  matter  so  vast,  so  complicated,  and  so 
exciting.  Upwards  of  seventy  millions  of  acres  have 
been  smd,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  believed  to 
have  been  purchased  for  actual  settlement.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  nev  States  and  Territt^ea  created 
out  of  the  public  domain,  bcreased  between  1800 
and  1830  from  less  than  rixty  thousand  to  upwards 
of  two  millions  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  consti- 
tuting, at  the  latter  period,  about  one-fifth  of  the 
vhde  people  of  the  United  States.  The  increase 
since  cannot  be  accurately  known,  but  the  whole 
may  nov  be  safely  estimated  at  over  three  and  a  half 
miUiona  of  souls;  composing  nine  States,  the  r«>re- 
sentatives  of  wUch  constitute  above  one-tUrd  ofthe 
Senate  and  over  one-sixth  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives  ofthe  United  States. 

Thus  has  been  formed  a  body  of  iree  and  Independ- 
ent landholdOTB,  with  a  rapidity  unequalled  in  the 
history  of  mankind ;  and  this  great  result  has  been 
produced  without  leaving  any  ^ing  for  ftiture  a^ost- 
ment  between  the  Government  ana  its  i^tizens.  The 
system  under  which  so  much  has  been  accomplished 
cannot  be  intrinsically  bad,  and  with  occasional  mod- 
ifications, to  anrect  abuses  and  adapt  it  to  changes 
of  drcnmstanoes,  may,  I  thii^,  be  rafely  trusted  for 
tiie  future.  There  is,  in  the  management  of  such 
extewdve  interests,  much  virtue  in  stalnlity,  and  al- 
thou^  great  and  obrioos  improvements  should  not 
be  declined,  changes  should  never  be  made  without 
the  fullest  examination,  and  the  clearest  demonstra- 
tion of  their  practical  utility.  In  the  history  of  the 
past,  we  have  an  asssurance  that  this  safe  rule  of 
anstioa  will  not  be  departed  from  in  relation  to  the  I 
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public  lands;  nor  is  it  believed  that  anyneotari^ 
exists  for  i&terferit^  with  the  fundamoital  princ^te 
of  the  syston,  or  that  the  public  mind,  even  in.  As 
new  States,  is  deurons  of  any  radical  altcratiaii. 
On  the  contrary,  the  general  disporition  a{q>eait  to 
be,  to  make  such  modificatitnts  and  addititHis  only  h 
will  the  more  effectually  carry  out  the  original  fiSej 
of  filling  our  new  States  and  Territories  widi  anio- 
dnstrious  and  indqwndent  p4^ralati(m. 

The  modificatitm  most  pcrsereihi^  |iiiin1  vpm 
Congress,  which  bas  occupied  80  utmi  ofits  lime  for 
years  past,  and  will  probably  do  so  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  if  not  sooner  satisfactorily  ac|jnsted,  is  a  redac- 
tion in  the  cost  of  such  portions  of  the  public  landi 
as  are  ascertained  to  be  unsalable  at  the  rate  now 
ertablidied  by  law,  and  s  graduation,  . acconfing  to 
their  relative  valne,  of  the-jmces  at  -wiAA,  Uiey  auif 
hereafter  be  tuAd.  It  Is  votthy  of  cODsidcntioa 
whether  justice  may  not  be  done  to  eroy  interest  in 
this  matter,  and  a  vexed  question  set  at  rest,  peiiiapa 
forever,  by  are  asonable  compromise  of  conflUting 
opinions.  Hitherto,  after  bdng  offered  at  publk 
sale,  lands  have  been  disposed  of  at  one  uniform 
price,  whatever  difference  tiiere  might  be  in  tbdr 
intrinfflc  value.  The  lea(Ung  considemticois  urged  ia 
favor  of  the  measure  re£erned  to  are,  thai  in  alimt 
all  the  land  districts,  and  particvlaiiy  m  Ibm  b 
which  the  lands  have  been  long  surveyed  and  ex- 
posed to  sale,  there  are  still  remauung  nunteroua  ud 
iatge  tracts  of  every  gradation  of  value^  from  the 
Government  price  downwards ;  that  these  lands  i^ 
not  be  purchased  at  the  Goveniment  raice^io  kngai 
better  can  be  conveniently  obtained  for  the  mm 
amount;  that  there  are  laige  tracts  which  even  the 
hnprovements  of  the  adjacent  lands  will  never  idse 
to  that  price ;  and  that  the  present  uniform  priee^ 
combined  with  their  irregular  value,  operates  to 
prevent  a  dedrable  compactness  of  settlemot  ia  die 
new  States,  to  retard  the  full  develO{anent  of  tli^ 
wise  policy  on  which  our  land  system  is  founded,  M 
the  injury  not  only  of  the  several  States  where  thi 
lands  lie,  but  of  the  United  States  as  a  whole. 

The  remedy  proposed  has  been  a  redoctioe  «f 
prices  according  to  the  length  of  time  the  lands  ban 
been  in  market,  without  reference  to  any  other  at- 
cumstances.  The  certainty  that  the  cfBux  of  tine 
would  not  always  in  such  cases,  and  perhaps  not  era 
generally,  furnish  a  true  criterion  of  value ;  and  tht 
probability  that  poBons  rediUng  in  the  vidtuty,  «i 
tile  period  for  the  reduction  of  prices  atqvoadud, 
would  postpone  purchases  they  would  othmrin 
make,  for  the  puipose  of  availing  themselves  of  the 
lower  price,  with  other  considerationB  of  a  mSm 
character,  have  hitherto  been  suoeessftiny  wged  to 
defeat  the  graduation  vpoa  time. 

Hay  npt  all  reasonabls  deriies  vpoa  tbb  sol^  be 
satisfied  without  encountering  any  <^  these  eUee- 
tions  ?  All  mil  concede  the  abstract  priaeiFl^  that 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  should  be  {oopcrtioiwd 
to  their  relative  value,  so  far  as  that  can  be  accon- 
plisbed  without  departing  from  the  rule  boetofbre 
observed,  requiring  fixed  prices  in  cases  uS  private 
entries.  The  difficulty  of  the  subject  seems  to  lie  in 
the  mode  of  ascertaining  what  that  value  is.  Would 
not  the  safest  plan  be  that  whid)  has  been  adopted 
by  many  of  the  States  as  the  bads  of  taxation— m 
actual  valuation  of  lands,  and  classification  of  tbeoi 
into  different  rates  f  Would  it  not  be  mcticable 
and  expedient  to  cause  the  relative  value  of  tiie  potfi; 
lands  in  the  old  districts,  which  have  been  fta-  a  cer- 
tain length  of  time  in  market,  to  be  appcaiaed,  and 
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d«Minl  into  two  or  more  rites  below  the  present 
minimmB  prlee,  bj  the  4^oen  now  empk^ed  in  this 
bmneh  of  the  pnblic  serrlce,  or  la  mj  other  mode 
deemed  prefen^e,  and  to  make  those  prices  perma- 
n^t,  if  upon  tba  ooming  in  of  the  report  tber  shall 
prore  flatisfacttM?  to  Congreea  ?  Cbnnot  all  the  ob- 
jeots  of  gradoation  be  aeoomplisbed  In  this  way,  and 
the  (rtjectfMM  vbleb  have  Utherto  bem  nrsed  againet 
it  cease?  It  would  seem  to  me  that  moa  a  step  as 
the  restriction  of  the  sales  to  limited  quantities,  and 
tar  aetaal  fanprovement,  woold  be  free  from  all  Just 
exception. 

By  the  full  expontion  of  the  tsIuo  of  the  lands 
thus  fmniahed  and  extensiTely  promnleated,  persons 
Uvin^  at  a  distance  wonld  be  informed  of  their  true 
condition,  and  enabled  to  enter.into  compctiUon  with 
tboee  nnding  in  the  Tidnitjr ;  the  means  of  aoquir- 
iog  an  independent  bwne  would  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  many  who  are  unable  to  purchase  at 
preeent  prices;  the  population  of  the  new  States 
would  be  made  more  compact,  and  large  tracts  would 
be  wold  which  would  otherwise  remain  on  band ;  not 
only  would  the  land  be  brougbt  witiiin  the  means  of 
a  Inger  number  of  pnrdtaaeta,  bnt  many  personfl  pes- 
■eaned  of  greater  meaaa  would  becontent  to  settle  on 
a  larger  qoaotity  of  the  poorer  bmds,  rather  than 
endgrate  fhrther  west  in  pnrsuit  of  a  smaller  quantity 
of  better  lands.  Such  a  measure  would  also  seem  to 
be  mors  consistent  with  the  policy  of  the  existioK 
laws — that  of  cooTerting  the  puUic  domain  into  cul- 
tfratedfiums  owned  by  their  ocdqwnta.  Thatpolicy 
ii  not  best  promoted  by  sen^ng  emigatlon  ap  the 
almost  Interminable  streams  of  the  West,  to  occupy 
in  groups  the  best  spots  of  land,  leaving  immense 
wastea  beUnd  them,  and  enlaiging  the  fronUer  be- 
yond the  means  of  their  Goremment  to  afford  it  ade- 
quate protection ;  but  in  encouraging  it  to  occupy, 
with  reasonable  densenees,  the  t^ritory  over  which 
it  adnoees,  and  find  its  b^  defence  in  the  compact 
front  wUdi  it  presents  to  the  Indian  tribes.  Many 
«f  yen  will  bring  to  the  oonsideraton  ot  the  mttject 
the  advantages  of  local  knowledge  and  greater  expe- 
rience, and  all  will  be  dednms  ot  making  an  early 
and  final  disposition  of  eveiy  disturbing  quoRtlon  In 
regard  to  this  important  interest.  If  those  sugges- 
tiona  shall  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  so  bnpcwtant  a  remit,  it  iriU  aiford  me 
rinoere  satftfoetion. 

in  eouM  sections  of  the  country,  most  of  the  public 
lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  roisters  and  receivers 
have  very  Utile  to  do.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  of 
inqtdry  whether,  in  many  cases,  two  or  more  districts 
may  not  be  consolidated,  and  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  this  bosinesB  considerably  reduced.  In- 
deed, the  time  will  come  when  It  will  be  the  true 
ui  the  General  Goveinmeid,  as  to  some  of  the 
to  transfer  to  them,  for  a  reasonable  equiva- 
lent, an  the  reftue  and  unsold  lands,  and  to  withdraw 
the  machinery  of  the  federal  land  offices  altogether. 
All  who  take  a  comprehemdve  view  of  our  federal 
system,  and  believe  that  one  of  its  greatest  excellen- 
ces eonsista  hi  interfering  as  litUe  as  possible  irith 
the  internal  concerns  of  the  States,  look  forward  with 
great  interest  to  tUs  resott. 

A  modification  of  the  existing  laws  in  respect  to 
the  prices  of  the  public  lands,  might  also  have  a 
favonble  Influence  on  the  l^;)8)ation  of  Congress,  in 
relation  to  another  branch  of  the  snliyect  Many  who 
have  not  the  ability  to  boy  at  present  prices,  settle  on 
those  lands,  with  Uie  hope  of  acqninnc  from  their 
coltiva^on  the  means  of  purduudng  under  [we-emp* 
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ti<m  law%  from  time  to  time  passed  by  Conmai. 
For  tida  eneroadunent  on  the  ri^ts  of  the  IMted 
States^  they  excuse  tiiemsetvcs  under  the  plea  of 
their  own  neces^ies ;  the  fact  that  they  di^KaseBS 
nobody,  and  only  enter  upon  the  waste  domun; 
that  they  ^ve  additional  value  to  the  public  landd  in 
their  vicimty,  and  thor  intention  ultimately  to  pay 
the  Government  price.  So  much  wei^t  has  from 
time  to  time  been  attached  to  these  condderations, 
that  CcmgresB  have  passed  laws  giving  actusi  settlers 
OD  the  public  lands  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  the 
tracts  occupied  by  them  at  the  minimum  price. 
These  laws  have  in  all  instances  been  retrospective 
in  their  operation ;  but  In  a  few  years  after  tiielr 
passage,  crowds  of  new  settlers  have  been  found  on 
the  public  lands,  for  similar  reasons,  and  under  like 
expectations,  who  have  been  indnl^  with  the  same 
privil^es.  This  course  of  legation  tends  to  im- 
pair public  respect  for  the  laws  of  the  country. 
Either  the  laws  to  prevent  intrusion  upon  the  pubUo 
lands  should  bo  executed,  or,  if  that  should  be  im- 
practicable or  inexpedient,  they  should  be  modified 
or  repealed.  If  the  public  lands  are  to  be  considered 
as  open  to  be  occn^ed  l^any,  HiBj  shooldf  by  law, 
be  thrown  open  to  all.  That  which  Is  Intended, 
in  all  instances,  to  be  legalized,  should  at  once  be 
made  legal,  that  those  who  are  disposed  to  conform 
to  the  laws  may  eiyoy  at  least  equal  privil^es  with 
those  who  are  not  But  It  Is  not  believed  to  be  the 
disposition  of  Congress  to  open  the  puUic  lands  to 
occupancy  irithout  regular  entries  and  payment  of  the 
Government  price,  as  such  a  course  most  tend  to 
worse  evils  than  the  credit  system,  wbidi  it  was 
found  necessary  to  abolish.  It  would  seem,  there* 
fore,  to  be  the  part  of  wisdom  and  sound  policy  to 
remove,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  causes  which  pro- 
duce intrurions  upon  the  public  lands,  and  then  take 
efficient  steps  to  prevent  them  In  future.  Would 
any  tingle  measure  be  so  effective  in  removing  all 
plaufdble  ^unds  for  those  intmaloas  as  the  padua^ 
tion  of  price  already  suggested  t  A  short  period  of 
indostiy  and  econrany  in  any  part  of  our  country 
would  enaUe  the  poorest  citizen  to  accumulate  the 
means  to  buy  him  a  home  at  the  lower  prices,  and 
leave  him  without  apology  for  settling  on  lands  not 
his  own.  If  he  did  not,  under  sudi  circ  urns  tan  cea, 
he  would  enlist  no  sympathy  In  his  favor ;  and  the 
laws  wonld  be  readily  executed  without  doing  vio- 
lence to  publle  ophiion. 

A  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  seated  them- 
sdves  on  tiie  public  lands,  without  authority,  since 
the  passage  of  tiie  last  pre-emption  law,  and  now  ask 
the  enactment  of  another  to  enable  them  to  retain 
the  lands  occupied,  upon  payment  of  the  ndnlmum 
Government  price.  They  ask  that  which  has  been 
repeatedly  granted  befbte.  If  the  Ihture  may  be 
judged  of  by  the  past,  littie  harm  can  be  done  to  the 
interests  of  the  Treasury  by  jriolding  to  their  request 
Upon  a  critical  examination,  it  is  found  that  the 
lands  sold  at  the  public  soles  since  the  introduction 
of  cash  payments  in  1620,  have  produced,  on  an 
average,  the  net  revenue  of  only  six  cents  an  acre 
more  than  the  minimum  Government  price.  There 
Is  no  reason  to  suppose  diat  futore  sales  will  be  more 
productive.  The  Government,  therefore,  has  no  ade- 
quate pecuniary  interest  to  induce  it  to  drive  these 
people  fVom  the  lands  they  occupy,  for  the  puiposo 
of  selling  them  to  others. 

Entertaining  these  views,  I  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  a  pre-emption  law  for  their  benefit,  in  con- 
nection iritb  the  preparattny  Aeps  toward  the  grad- 

Digitized  by  Google 


DEBATES  07  CONGRESS. 

2%«  J'rtiidmi'i  Meimge. 


162 


Dbcxmbed,  1837.] 

nation  of  the  price  of  the  pabtio  lauds,  and  forthor 
tod  mora  eflfbotoal  proririons  to  prevent  lotru^om 
hereafter.  Indotgenoe  to  those  who  have  settled  on 
tbeae  lands  with  expectations  that  past  l^slation 
vould  be  made  a  nils  for  the  future,  and  at  the  same 
time  removing  the  mo8t  plausible  ground  on  which 
intrusions  were  excused,  sad  adopting  more  effident 
means  to  pcavent  them  hereafter,  appear  to  me  the 
most  Judicious  dlapoBition  whidi  can  be  made  of  tliis 
difficult  subject  The  Umitations  and  re8tricU(»is  to 
goard  agunst  abases  in  the  execution  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion taw,  will  noceesaril;  attract  the  careful  attention 
of  Congress ;  but  under  no  circumstances  is  it  cen- 
tered expedient  to  authorize  floaliDg  claims  in  any 
shape.  They  have  been  heretofore,  and  doubtless 
would  be  bereaAcr,  most  prolific  sources  of  fraud  and 
oppression,  and  instead  of  operating  to  confer  tho 
nror  of  the  GoTemment  on  industrious  settlers, 
are  often  used  only  to  ndnister  to  a  spini  of  eu|^d- 
ity  at  the  expeuBB  of  tbe  most  meiitraious  of  that 
olus. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
will  bring  to  your  view  the  state  of  the  Army,  and 
all  thfO  various  antjecta  ocaifided  to  the  superintend- 
wce  of  tiiat  officer. 

The  princi[Kd  port  of  tbe  Army  has  been  concen- 
trated in  Florida,  with  a  view,  and  in  the  expecta* 
tiotL,  of  bringing  the  war  in  that  Territory  to  a 
qiecdy  dose.  Tho  necessity  of  stripping  the  posts 
on  the  mariUme  and  inland  frontiers  of  their  entire 
garrisons,  for  the  pntpose  of  assembUng  in  the  field 
an  army  of  lees  thui  four  thousand  men,  would  seem 
to  indicate  the  nccesuty  of  increasing  our  regular 
forces ;  and  the  superior  efficiency,  as  well  as  greatly 
diminished  expense  of  that  description  of  bxraps, 
recwnmend  tliis  measure  as  one  of  economy  as  well 
as  of  expediency.  I  refer  to  the  report  for  the  rear 
sons  which  liave  Induced  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
the  reorganisation  and  enlargement  of  the  staff 
of  the  Amy,  and  of  the  ordnance  corps,  in  iriiich  X 
fliUy  concur. 

It  Is  not,  however,  oompatiUe  irith  tbe  interest  of 
the  people  to  maintain,  in  time  of  peace,  a  regular 
force  adequate  to  tbe  defence  of  our  extendve  fron- 
tiers. In  periods  of  danger  and  alarm,  we  must  rely 
prindpally  upon  a  well-organised  militia;  and  some 
goneral  arrangement  that  will  render  this  description 
of  force  more  effldent,  has  long  been  a  subject  of 
anxious  solicitude.  It  was  recommended  to  ue  first 
Congress  by  General  Washington,  and  has  been  dnce 
ftequentiy  brought  to  your  notice,  and  recentiy  its 
importance  strongly  urged  by  my  immediate  prede- 
oeesor.  Tbe  provision  of  the  constitution  that  renders 
it  necessary  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  organiza* 
tion  for  the  militia  throughout  the  United  Stat«,  pre- 
sents an  insnnnonntaUe  obstade  to  an  effident  ar- 
rangement by  the  clssslflcation  heretofore  pnqMsed, 
and  I  invite  your  attention  to  tlte  plan  which  wiU  be 
submitted  by  tiie  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  organiza^ 
tion  of  volunteer  corps,  and  tbe  instruction  of  militia 
officers,  as  more  simple  and  practicable,  if  not  equally 
advantageous,  as  a  ^neral  atrangemeut  of  tbe  wbtde 
miStia  of  the  United  States. 

A  moderate  increase  of  the  coips,  both  of  miiltary 
and  topographical  engineers,  has  been  more  than 
once  recommended  by  my  predecessor ;  and  my  con- 
viction of  the  propriety,  not  to  say  ncccseity,  of  the 
measure,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  perform  the  vari- 
ous and  important  duties  imposed  upon  them,  in- 
duces me  to  repeat  the  recommendation. 

n«  Military  Academy  contuues  to  answer  all  tbe 
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puiposes  of  its  estaUisfament,  and  not  raly  AurishM 
well-educated  officers  to  tbe  Aimy,  bttf  saves  ta 
diffiisc  tiiroughout  tiie  mass  of  our  dtizens  indirii. 
uaU  possessed  of  military  knowledge,  and  the  sdei^ 
fie  attainments  of  dvil  and  military  tn^ineering.  At 
present,  the  cadet  is  bound,  with  consent  of  las 
parents  or  guardians,  to  remain  in  service  five  jeaii 
fiom  tbe  paiod  of  bia  enlistment,  unleaa  soooo'  dis- 
chfi^^ ;  thus  exacting  only  one  year's  eerviee  ia  the 
Army  after  his  education  is  completed.  This  do«s 
not  appear  to  ma  sufficient.  Government  ougbt  to 
command  for  a  longer  period  (he  services  of  those 
who  are  educated  at  the  publlo  expense ;  and  I  re- 
commend that  tiie  time  of  enlistment  be  extended  to 
seven  years,  and  the  tarns  of  tbe  en^tgenteBt  strict^ 
enforced. 

The  creali<m  of  anatitmsl  fotmdijrfivcaraoa,  to 
be  common  to  tho  serrice  of  tbe  Amy  and  K»y 

of  the  United  States,  has  been  heretofore  recom- 
mended, and  appears  to  be  required  in  order  to  fiaoa 
our  ordnance  on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  other 
countries,  and  to  enable  that  brandi  of  the  service  to 
control  the  prices  of  thoee  articles,  and  graduate  the 
supplies  to  tbe  wants  of  tbe  Govonmoit^  as  wdl  as 
to  regulate  tbdr  quality  and  ensore  tbdr  nnifonnitj. 
The  same  reasons  induce  me  to  reccmanend  the  mo- 
tion of  a  manufactory  of  gunpowder,  to  be  under  Um 
direction  of  the  Ordnanoe  office.  The  eetablifhmat 
of  a  manuCactory  of  small  arms  west  <tf  the  Alle^uoy 
mountains,  upon  the  f^an  proposed  by  the  Secntaiy 
of  War,  will  contribute  to  extend  tbron^ioat  tbst 
country  tbe  improvements  which  exist  in  estaUicb- 
meats  of  a  simUar  description  in  tbe  Atiantic  Sttie^ 
and  toid  to  a  much  more  economical  ditiribntioo  a 
the  armament  required  in  tbe  western  portion  of  our 
Union. 

The  system  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  tbe 
Mississippi,  commenced  by  Hr.  Jeffercm,  m  1804, 
has  been  steadily  persevered  in  by  eveiy  sncceedisg 
Frendent,  and  may  beoiaindered  tin  settled  psB^ 
<tf  tbe  country.  Unommected  at  first  with  any  vfft* 
defined  system  for  tiieir  improvement,  the  induce- 
ments held  out  to  the  Indians  were  confined  to  die 
greater  abundance  of  game  to  be  found  in  the  West; 
but  when  the  beneficiu  eifects  oC  their  removal  were 
made  ^}parent,  a  more  philanthropic  and  enli^iUncA 
policy  was  adopted,  in  pucbasing  their  lands  eact  rf 
tbe  Uississippi.  liberal  prices  were  given,  and  pra- 
vidons  bisatod  in  all  tiie  treaties  with  tbem,  firdit 
application  of  tbe  ftmds  they  recdved  in  exdlaBe^ 
to  snch  purposes  as  were  best  calcolated  to  proBOte 
thdr  present  weliare,  arid  advance  their  future  drit 
izalion.  These  measures  have  been  attended  dns 
far  wiUi  the  happiest  results. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  referring  to  the  report  of  tba 
Commisaouer  of  Indian  Afiws,  that  the  moA  nB> 
guine  expectations  of  tiw  friends  and  promotcM 
of  this  system  have  been  realized.  The  Oioeti«S| 
Cherokees,  and  other  tribes  that  first  emigrated  be- 
yond the  Uissiedppi,  have,  for  the  most  ^irt,  aban- 
doned the  hunter  state,  and  become  cultintois  of 
the  soil.  The  improvement  in  thdr  condition  his 
been  rapid,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  are  now 
fitted  to  eqjoy  the  advantages  of  a  dmiNe  form  of 
government,  which  has  been  submitted  to  them 
and  received  their  sanction ;  and  I  canoot  too 
strongly  ui^e  this  subject  upon  the  atten&w  of 
Congress. 

StipuUtions  have  been  made  with  all  the  Indian 
tribes  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Miesissiju^  ex* 
cept  with  tbe  band  of  the  WyoodoUs,  the  Sx  Ka- 
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tkms  in  Kew  Torfc,  the  HenotnoiMea,  Handans  and 
Btockbridses  in  WiBconsla,  and  Miamies  in  In- 
i&UBm.  mtfa  alt  bat  Meoomoneei,  it  it  ex> 
peeted  Ibat  afrangementa  for  tlieir  emigraUon  irill 
D«  completed  the  preMot  Tear.  The  reliance 
which  has  been  opposed  to  tneir  removal  by  some 
of  the  tribes,  even  after  treaties  bad  been  made 
wHh  them  to  that  effbet,  bos  arisen  from  Toriona 
euuee,  operatinK  differently  on  each  of  tbem.  In 
moat  instances  wey  lure  been  iu^gated  to  rcdat- 
■nce  by  pereons  to  whom  the  trade  with  them  and 
the  acqnlrition  of  their  annuities  were  important; 
and  in  some  by  the  personiU  InBnence  of  interested 
ehte&.  These  obstacles  must  be  overcome ;  for  the 
Goremment  cannot  relinquish  the  execution  of  this 
policy  without  sacrificing  important  ioterests,  and 
abandoning  the  tribes  remaiung  eastof  the  Ifiade- 
iippl  to  certain  destraotiou. 

The  decrease  in  onmbers  of  the  tribes  irifldn  the 
Dmits  of  the  States  and  Territories  has  been  most 
rapid.  If  they  be  remored,  they  can  be  protected 
from  those  oaaociaUons  aitid  eril  practices  which 
exert  so  pemicIooB  and  destructive  an  tnflaence 
orer  their  destinies.  They  can  be  Induced  to 
kbor,  and  to  acquire  property,  and  its  acqniaiUon 
irin  inspire  them  irith  a  6eUng  of  independence. 
VMr  minds  can  be  onldvateC  <uad  tlMv  can  be 
taagbt  the  valne  of  salutary  and  uidform  laws,  and 
be  made  sensible  of  the  bles^gs  of  free  gorem- 
ment,  and  capable  of  enjoying  its  advantages.  In 
the  possessEoa  of  property,  Icnowledge,  and  a  good 
government,  free  to  give  what  (Urection  they  please 
to  their  Mwr,  and  sbarera  In  tho  legislation  by 
wtuek  tbtir  perSMis  and  the  profits  of  their  indus- 
try are  to  be  invtected  and  secured,  litcy  will  have 
an  ever-present  conviction  of  the  Importance  of 
union^  of  peace  among  themselves,  and  of  the 
meservation  of  amicable  relations  with  us.  The 
Interests  of  the  United  States  would  aleo  be 
neatly  promoted  by  freeing  the  relations  l>etween 
UM  General  and  State  QovemiDents  fkvm  what  baa 
ivored  a  most  embarrasring  Ineombiance,  by  a 
■itiafaetory  a^Jnstment  of  oonffieliiw  titles  to  lands, 
cansed  by  the  occupation  of  the  lofUans,  and  by 
eaofdng  the  resources  of  the  whole  counby  to  be 
developed  by  the  power  of  the  State  and  General 
Govemmenbi,  and  improved  by  the  enterprise  ot  a 
white  population. 

Intimately  connected  with  this  snMect  Is  the 
obligation  of  the  Government  to  follU  its  treaty 
stlpolations,  and  to  protect  the  Indians  thus  as- 
sembled **at  their  new  residences  from  all  inter- 
raptions  and  disturbances  from  any  other  tribes 
or  nations  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or 
peiBona  whatsoever,"  and  the  equally  solemn  obU- 
gmtloa  to  guard  from  Indian  hostility  its  own 
border  settlements,  stretdiing  along  a  line  of 
more  than  one  thoasand  wUob.  To  enable  the 
Government  to  redeem  this  pledge  to  the  Indians, 
and  to  afford  adequate  protection  to  its  own  citi- 
zens, will  require  the  continual  presence  of  a  con- 
siderable regular  force  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  es- 
tablishment of  o  chain  of  permanent  posts.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  country  are  now  making,  with  a 
view  to  decide  on  the  most  sdtable  points  for  the 
erection  of  fortresses  and  other  works  of  defence, 
the  results  of  which  will  be  presented  to  yon  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  an  eariy  day,  together 
with  a  ptmn  for  the  eflbctnal  protection  of  fflendly 
Indians,  and  tte  pemaaeut  ufonce  <tf  tlie  frontier 
States. 
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By  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
herewith  conunaidcated,  it  appears  that  unremitted 
exertions  have  been  made  at  the  difibrent  navy 
yards,  to  carry  into  effect  all  aathoriaed  measures 
for  the  extension  and  employment  of  our  nanl 
force.  The  launching  and  preparation  of  the  ship 
of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  and  the  complete  repairs 
of  the  ships  of  the  line  Ohio,  Delaware,  and  Go* 
lumbus,  may  be  noticed,  as  forming  a  respectable 
addition  to  this  important  arm  n  oar  national 
defence.  Oar  oomtfterce  and  navigation  have  re- 
ceived Increased  aid  and  protection  during  the 
present  year.  Our  squadrons  in  the  Pacific  and  on 
the  Brazilian  station  iiavo  twen  much  increased, 
and  that  in  the  Hediterranean,  although  small,  is 
adequate  to  the  present  wants  of  our  commerce  In 
that  sea.  Additions  have  I>een  made  to  our  squad- 
ron on  the  West  India  station,  where  the  large 
force  under  Commodore  Dallas  has  been  ravat 
actively  and  efficienUy  em^oyed  In  protecting  oor 
commerce,  in  preventing  tne  importation  of  &n8f 
and  in  co-operating  with  officers  of  the  amy  In 
carrying  on  the  war  in  Florida. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  our  naval  force 
abroad  leaves  at  oar  diq>oeal  the  means  of  conven- 
ientiy  jvovidiDg  for  a  home  sqnadroo,  for  tlie  pro- 
tectioQ  of  commerce  upon  onr  extensive  ccnst. 
The  amount  of  appropriations  required  for  such  a 
squadron  will  be  found  in  the  general  estimates  for 
the  naval  services  for  the  year  1688. 

The  navid  ofllcers  engaged  npon  our  coast  survey 
have  rendered  important  service  to  our  navigation4 
The  discoverv  of  a  new  channel  Into  the  harbor  of 
New  Yoric,  tnrough  which  our  largest  ships  may 
pass  without  dai^r,  must  afford  important  com- 
mercial advuitages  to  that  harbor,  and  add  greatly 
to  its  value  as  a  naval  station.  The  accurate  sur- 
vey of  George^B  shoals  off  the  coast  of  Massachn* 
setts,  lately  completed,  will  render  comparatively 
safe  a  navigation  hitherto  considered  dangerous. 

Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the 
number  of  captains,  commanders,  lieutenants,  sor- 
gcons,  and  asristant  surgeona,  in  the  Navy.  These 
additions  were  rendered  necessary,  by  the  increased 
number  of  vessels  put  in  commisnonf  to  answer  the 
exigencies  of  our  growing  commerce.- 

Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  va* 
rious  suggestions  of  the  Secretary,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  service. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  exUtrita 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service. 
The  operations  of  tiie  Post  Office  Department  con- 
stitute one  of  the  most  active  elements  of  our  na- 
tional prosperity,  and  It  is  gratifying  to  observe 
with  what  vigor  they  are  conducted.  The  mail 
routes  of  the  United  States  cover  an  extent  of  about 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  eight  hmidred 
and  serenty'Seven  miles,  having  been  increased 
about  ttdrty-eeven  thousand  one  hundred  and  tliree 
miles  withm  the  last  two  years.  The  annual  mail 
transportation  on  these  routes  Is  about  thirty-aix 
milliona  two  hundred  and  twenty'^lght  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ^xty-two  miles,  having  been  in- 
creased about  ten  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy-itix  miles 
witliin  the  same  period.  The  number  of  post  offices 
has  also  been  increased  from  ten  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  to  twelve  thousand  and 
ninety-nine,  very  few  of  which  receive  the  mails 
less  than  once  a  week,  and  a  large  portion  of  them 
daily.   Oontraotors  and  postmasters  in  general  ore 
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Tepmented  u  attending  to  tlteir  duUcs  with  most 
eomniendtble  zeal  and  fidelity. 

Hie  rerenue  of  the  Department,  within  the  year 
euUng  on  the  tUrtieth  June  last,  was  four  millions 
one  ban^d  and  thirtj-eeven  thousand  and  flfty- 
■ix  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents ;  and  its  UabUiUes 
accruing  within  the  same  time  were  three  millions 
three  b&ndred  and  eighty  tboniand  dght  handred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  aod  Berenty-flre  ceota.  The 
IncrMfle  of  revenue  over  that  of  the  preceding 
year  was  seven  hundred  and  right  thousand  one 
hundred  and  sixty-slz  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

For  many  interesting  details  I  refer  yon  to  the 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  with  the  accom- 
panying paper.  Tour  parUcular  attention  la  in- 
vited  to  tne  necesrity  of  providing  a  more  safe  and 
convenient  building  for  ioe  acoommodation  of  that 
Department. 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  reports  submit- 
ted in  pursuance  of  a  call  made  by  me  upon  the 
heads  of  Departments,  for  such  suggestions  aa 
their  experience  might  enable  tbem  to  make  as  to 
what  farther  legislative  providons  may  be  advan- 
tueously  adopted  to  secure  the  fidUifm  application 
of  poblle  moneys  to  the  oljeots  for  which  they  are 
appropriated ;  to  prevent  their  ndsapplicati<Mi  or 
embeulemest  by  those  intrusted  with  the  expen- 
diture of  them ;  and  generally  to  increase  Uie  se- 
eurity  of  the  Government  against  losaea  in  their 
disbursement  It  is  needless  to  dilate  on  tbe  im- 
portance of  providing  such  new  safeguards  as  are 
within  tlie  pow^  of  legislation  to  promote  these 
ends ;  and  I  have  little  to  add  to  the  recommenda- 
tions submitted  in  the  accompanying  papers. 

By  hw,  the  terms  of  service  of  our  most  im- 
portant collecting  and  disbursing  officers  in  the 
civil  departments  are  limited  to  four  years,  and 
when  reappointed,  tlidr  bonds  are  required  to  be 
renewed. 

The  mtJetj  of  the  public  la  much  increased  t>y 
this  feature  of  the  law,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  its  application  to  eH  officers  entrusted  with  the 
ooUectioa  or  disbursement  of  the  public  money, 
wliatever  may  be  the  tenure  of  their  offices,  would 
be  eqoally  IwneficiaL  I  therefore  recommend,  in 
addition  to  such  of  the  snggestioos  presented  by 
the  heads  of  Departments  as  yon  may  think  useful, 
a  general  providon,  that  all  officers  of  the  Army  or 
Kavy,  or  m  the  Civil  Department,  entrusted  with 
the  receipt  or  payment  of  public  money,  and  whose 
term  of  service  is  either  unlimited  or  for  a  longer 
time  than  four  years,  be  required  to  give  bonda, 
with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  at  the  expu^tion 
of  every  such  period. 

A  change  in  tiie  period  of  terminating  the  fiscal 
Tear,  ftom  the  first  of  October  to  tlie  first  of  April, 
nas  been  frequently  recommended,  and  appears  to 
be  desirable. 

The  distresung  casualties  in  steamboats,  which 
have  80  frequently  happened  during  tbe  year,  seem 
to  evince  the  necessity  of  attempting  to  prevent 
them,  by  means  of  severe  provisions  connected 
irith  their  dutom-honsB  papers.  This  sobject  was 
aubmitted  to  tbe  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  in  his  UuA  annual  report, 
and  will  be  agun  at  tbe  present  session,  with  addi- 
tional details.  It  will  doubtless  receive  tiiat  early 
and  careful  consideration  which  Its  pressiiig  im- 
portance appears  to  require. 

Tour  attention  has  heretofore  been  fVequentiy 
called  to  the  aiBurs  of  tha  District  of  Coioi^^ila, 


and  I  sboold  not  again  ask  it,  did  not  their  caUm 
dependence  oo  Coogresa  give  them  a  constnt 
claim  upon  its  notice.  S^iarated  by  the  cowd- 
tution  from  tbe  rest  of  the  ifnion,  Umited  in  extent, 
and  aided  by  oo  Legislature  of  its  own,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  spot  where  a  wise  and  uniform  sytiem 
of  local  government  n4ght  liave  been  easily  adojit- 
ed.  This  District,  however,  unfbrtun^dy,  bti 
been  left  to  Ibger  beliind  the  rest  of  the  Uudd; 
its  codes,  civil  and  criminal,  are  not  oi^y  very  de- 
fective, but  ftill  of  obsolete  or  inconvenient  pro- 
visions ;  bein^  formed  of  portions  of  two  States, 
discrepancies  in  the  laws  prevail  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  territory,  small  aa  it  is ;  and  although  it  wu 
selected  aa  the  seat  of  the  General  Qoveramoit, 
the  rite  of  its  public  edifices,  tbe  depository  of  iu 
archives,  and  the  reridence  of  officers  intrusted 
with  large  amounts  of  public  property,  tod  the 
management  of  public  bumness,  yet  it  iias  never 
been  subjected  to,  or  received,  that  spedal  and 
comprehensive  legislation  which  these  circum- 
stances peculiarly  demand.  I  am  well  avare  of  tbo 
various  subjects  of  greater  maniitude  and  imme- 
diate interest  that  press  themselves  on  tha  ooaM- 
eration  CongreH;  but  I  beBeve  there  b  lot 
one  tliat  appeals  more  directiy  to  Its  justice  than 
a  liberal,  and  even  generous,  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests of  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  and  a  thorou^ 
and  careful  revision  of  its  local  government. 

U.  VAN  BUBEf. 
W.AflHiKaTov,  Ike.  StA,  1837. 

live  thousand  capiM  of  tho  Veasogei  and  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  the  accompanyiiig  doc*- 
ments,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Death  iifSmator  SIbjU. 

Mr.  CtAT,  of  Eentncky,  rose  and  said,  tfut 
in  the  absence  of  the  0DI7  BarriTine  Saialor 
from  Maryland,  (whose  dnt^  itiroaldbavebeai 
to  have  announced  the  demise  of  his  c(^leagiu^) 
the  melancholy  task  vonld  devolve  uprai  him, 
of  detuling  to  the  Senate  what  already  was  bot 
too  well  known,  to  wit :  the  lamented  deadi 
of  Governor  Kxsr,  who  expired  on  the  24th 
of  last  month,  aged  69  years,  ^r.  O.  feeling 
and  eloquently  alluded  to  the  long  fricndsmp 
that  had  sobsisted  between  himself^  and  the 
distinguished  deceased,  and  spoke  of  bis  services 
to  his  own  State,  in  her  Legialatare,  in  the  £x- 
ecative  chair,  &c.,  all  which  stations  he  bad  fill- 
ed with  oonsnmmate  ability,  and  with  geneni 
satis&ction  to  the  people.  No  <me,  Hr.  0. 
maiut^ed,  had  ever  brought  into  tbe  pnlilie 
orandls  more  inte^t^  of  purpose,  or  a  greater 
share  of  lAraag  diacruninating  sense.  It  ra 
tree  he  seldom  q>oke  in  debt^  but  whea  he 
did  it  was  alwQya  to  the  purpose,  withoat  being 
ambitious  of  the  ornament  of  language. 
Twenty-six  years  ago  Mr.  C.  entered  pnWio 
life  with  the  deceased  in  the  House  of  Bepre- 
BCDtatives,  since  which  brief  space  of  time  bow 
many  things  had  occurred,  how  many  questions 
arisen,  that  were  supposed  would  shake  tbe 
Gonfeaeracy  to  its  very  centre  t  Still  be  was 
gratified  to  find  tiiat  the  stars  and  stripes  floated 
triumphantly,  and  the  country  was  marching 
onward  to  its  high  destiny^  onobecked  in  ib 
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career.  Hr.  G.  adrerted  to  the  private  worth 
of  his  deceased  firiend:  Ids  mansioD  was  the 
■eat  of  generoDB  hospitality,  and  bU  heart  ever 
relate  vith  kindness ;  his  loes  vas  not  only  to 
Uaryland,  to  the  Senate,  but  to  the  ooontiy  at 
large,  and  to  none  more  than  the  pe(^le  of  this 
District,  whose  firm  and  zealons  friend  he  had 
ever  beien,  all  of  whom  woald  recollect  the 
thrilling  appeal  made  in  their  behalf,  not  nxtj 
days  ago.  Bis  place  wonld  soon  again  be  fillra 
— ably  and  respectably  filled ;  but  no  successor 
could  bring  a  purer  heart  or  soander  head.  It 
now  only  remuned  for  them  to  discharge  the 
'last  melancholy  duties  due  to  departed  worth ; 
for  which  purpose,  he  woold  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolattoQs : 

BtMotved,  That  in  token  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  Hon.  J.  Kent,  of  UtrjUod,  the  Sanatrars 
wear  crape  on  tbe  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Rmolved,  That  tbe  Senate  do  now  ftdjoom. 

Which  resolutions  were  UDanimoosly  adopted. 


HOUSE  09  KBPRESENTATITXa 

TinsoAT,  December  6. 

The  annual  Message  of  the  President  was  re- 
ceived by  the  hands  of  his  private  fleoretaij, 
Abkaham  Van  Bimsir,  Esq. 

Mr.  BATifBs  moved  that  it  be  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  fifteen  thoasand  copies  thereof, 
witJi  tbe  accompanying  documents,  and  five 
thooauid  copies  without  the  doomaentst  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
Bouse ;  which  restdution  was  agreed  to. 


IN  aSNATK 

Monday,  December  11. 
Uessrs.  BxTABD,  Buoolbs,  and  BnsoK,  took 

their  seats. 

Mr.  RoBBiKS  moved  that  the  Chub  appoint  a 
etMnmittee  of  three  to  direct  Uie  expenditure 
of  the  money  ^mropriated  for  the  library  of 
Ooi^ress;  and  ibssrs.  Bobbihb,  Axxin,  and 
Wall,  were  appointed. 

TOSSDA.T,  December  12. 
Hr.  OcTHBBBT,  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat. 


HOCSS  or  RBPRESENTATIVSS. 

TuisDAT,  December  12. 
Abolition  t{f  SloMry  in  ths  Dittriet  of 

Mr.  Adaus  presented  a  petition,  praying  for 
tiie  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-tra&  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  it, 
and  the  petitions  presented  by  himself  and  cot- 
leagues  at  the  late  special  session  on  the  same 
sabject,  embracing  upwards  of  50,000  sixers, 
bo  referrred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  with  instrootions  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

Mr.  WiBK  moved  to  laf  that  motion  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Potts  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  <ai 
that  motion ;  which  were  ordered,  and  were : 

TxAS. — ^Hessrs.  Alexander,  AndersoD,  Athertcn, 
Aycrigg,  Beirae,  Bell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Bouldiu, 
Brodhead,  Buchanan,  idan.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng, 
Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  W.  B.  Carter, 
Casey,  Chambers,  Chaoey,  Chapman,  Cbeatban, 
Gilley,  Clubome,  Claric,  Gleveiand,  Clowney,  C^as, 
Craig,  Crar;,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
DeGraff,  Ihomgoole,  Edwards,  Ewing,  Farriogton, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Gallnp,  J.  Garland,  Gholson,  J.  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Graves,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammood, 
Hamer,  Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  HaTnes, 
Hcdt,  HopUns,  Howard,  Hnbley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  B. 
H.  T.  Hunter,  J.  JadEsmi,  Jenifer,  J.  J<Au&(»,  W. 
0.  Johnson,  N.  Jones,  J.  W.  Jones,  Eemble,  Kllng- 
ensmitb,  Lawler,  L^re,  Logan,  Loomts,  Lyon,  Md- 
lory,  Martin,  Maory,  Hay,  McKay,  A.  McCIcllan,  Mo- 
Clare,  MoEim,  Menifee,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pearce, 
Pennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Plumer,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Rhett,  Rives,  Robertson,  Rumsey,  A  H. 
Shepperd,  0.  Shepanl,  Shields,  ^eplor,  &idth, 
Snyder,  South^te,  Spencer,  Staaly,  Steward,  Stone, 
Stratton,  TaliiJeiro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Tnmey,  Underwood,  Tail,  Vanderveer,  Wagener, 
Weelu,  A  S.  White,  J.  WMte,  L.  Waiiams,  Sherrod 
Williams,  J.  W.  WUliams,  C.  H.  Williams,  Wise, 
WorthingtOD,  and  Tell— 135. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  J.  W.  Allen, 
BickncU,  BEddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Bri^,  Bronson, 
Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  Cbilds,  Corwin,  Cranston,  CorUs, 
Cashing,  Dariington,  Davies,  Duncan,  Donn,  Everett, 
R.  Fletcher,  FlUmore,  Foster,  Goode,  W.  Graham, 
Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  Hall,  Harper,  Hastings,  Henry, 
Herod,  Hofflnan,  Ingham,  T.  B.  Jadcson,  Kilgore, 
Lincoln,  Marvin,  S.  Mason,  Maxwell,  Robert  Mo- 
Caellan,  McKennan,  MiUigan,  M.  Morris,  Samod  W. 
Morris,  C.  Morris,  Naylor,  Noyes,  O^e,  Parker,  Fk^ 
menter,  Patterson,  Peck,  Phillips,  Potts,  Baiiden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Russell,  Sbefl^,  Sbley, 
Slade,  Tillinghast,  Toland,  Webster,  K  Whittlcfley, 
ThoB.  T.  Whittlesey,  and  Torke— 70. 

Mr.  Adaub  presented  several  other  petitions 
from  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  etc.,  on  the 
same  subject,  and  made  the  same  motions  of 
reference,  which  were  severaUy  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  Adahb  then  presented  another  of  the 
same  tenor. 

Mr.  LawLKB  raised  the  preliminary  questiMi 
of  receptitm,  which  was  decided  by— yeas  144, 
nays  60. 

So  the  petition  was  reodved. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Snrss  was  called, 
he  inquired  of  the  Ch^r  the  effect  of  this 
motion  prevmling. 

The  Cbaib  replied  that  it  left  the  petition  at 
the  disposition  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  BivxB  said  then  he  sbonld  vote  for  the 
reception,  in  order  to  give  this  petition  the 
same  di^Ktsition  as  h^  been  given  to  the 
others,  viz.,  laying  them  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wise  explamed.  that  the  reason  he  had 
not  orif^nally  rused  the  question  moved  by  tbe 
gentieman  ffom  Alabama,  was,  that  the  qnes* 
tion  Jnst  decided  bad  already  been  deddea  so 
often  by  tbe  House,  by  Southern  as  well  as  b7 
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IN'orthern  members  voting  to  receire  abolition 
petitions.  It  waa  for  that  reason  he  had  moved 
to  \&j  the  motion  of  reference  on  the  table, 
for  he  vaa  determined  to  meet  the  question  at 
every  step  where  it  eoold  be  met.  Ur.  W. 
wked  tiie  gentleman  from  UasBachneette  to  in- 
otude  oil  his  petitions  in  ime  motion. 

Hr.  AoAifS  said  he  coald  not  assent  to  it 
He  then  presented  a  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  WisB  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Adamb  a^ed  for  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
which  were  ordered;  and  were — yeas  127, 
nays  78. 


JS  BBZTATE. 

WBuraniAT,  December  18. 

Meesn.  Buck  and  Soothabd  took  their  seats. 

The  Hon.  WitsoN  Lcmpkcv,  Senator  elect 
from  Geoi^a,  and  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevikh.  Sen- 
ator elect  from  Arkansas,  were  qualified  and 
took  their  seats. 


Tm^DAT,  December  14. 
The  Expunging  EetohUion. 

Mr.  Batabd  said  that  at  the.  last  r^nlar 
sesairai  of  Googresa  he  had  presented  t2ie  reso- 
lution of  the  State  which  he  had  Uie  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  agunst  the  defacement  of 
the  journal  b^  what  has  been  commonly  c^ed 
the  Expunging  JBmlutum,  and  at  that  time 
gave  notice  that  he  sbould  at  the  ensuing  ses- 
non,  and  so  long  as  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here,  contend  against  that  measure.  "When  he 
gave  that  notice,  appearances  were  much 
against  the  probability  of  sncceee,  bnt  the  dawn 
of  a  brighter  and  better  day  had  broken  upon 
ns,  which  led  him  to  hope  the  acoompUshment 
of  his  purpose  was  near  at  hand.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buchanan)  had,  in  the 
benevolence  of  his  feelings,  when  he  (Mr.  Bat- 
abd)  announced  hit  intenuon  of  introducing  a 
resdndin^  resolution  at  the  lost  session,  ex- 
pressed 1x18  hope  that  he  might  live  to  see  its 
adoption ;  meaning,  no  doub^  to  bestow  npon 
him  a  lengthened  tierm  of  existence,  if  not  an 
immortality,  in  the  same  spirit  of  complaisance 
in  which  a  Spaniard  wishes  yon  may  live  a 
thousand  years.  But,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  should 
be  very  sorry  to  have  liis  life  out  short  as 
speedily  as  it  was  now  probable  tliat  event 
would  occur. 

The  resolution  he  presented  was  to  rescind 
the  expunging  resolution,  without  professing  to 
express  any  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  origi- 
nal resolntion  of  1884.  He  moved  that  tiie 
resolution  be  laid  upon  the  table^  and  printed ; 
namely: 

Whereas,  tfie  Senate  of  Oie  United  States,  In  the 
ezerdse     its  flmctions,  as  a  ddiberative  aasemUy, 
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did,  on  the  SSth  day  of  Ksrch,  1884.  mOxipt  tbefot 
tovtng  resolution : 

"  Jiesolved.  That  the  Frerfdent,  In  Ae  late  £zeta- 
tive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revosne,  baiai- 
smned  upon  tumeelf  aatfaoritr  and  power  not  coo- 
fared  by  the  coneHtiition  and  laws,  bat  in  denti- 
tion of  both." 

And  frhereas,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  16th  da; 
of  January,  1&87,  the  Soiata,  in  reference  to  the 
above  resolution,  adopted  another  as  followa : 

^^Beaolved,  That  we  said  resolve  be  expunged 
from  the  Journal ;  and,  for  that  purpose,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  at  euch  tiine  as  the  Soiate 
may  appoint,  ehall  bring  the  manuscript  JoiOnal  ^■ 
the  sesaion  of  ISSS-l  mto  the  Senate,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Senate,  draw  black  lines  round  the 
said  resolve,  and  write  across  the  face  thereof  in 
strong  letters,  the  words  followiog:  Exponged  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  this  16tb  6mj  of  Jaanaiy,  ]■  Ifae 
year  of  oar  Lord  1887." 

And  whereas  the  Consatotion  of  die  Uidted  States 
expreflily  requires  that  each  House  (tf  Co^NMibill 
keep  a  jounul  of  its  proceedings,  meaning  tbodij 
to  preserve  a  faithfid  and  pennraent  recora  of  Oom 
proceedings : 

And  whereas  the  Senate  the  United  States,  in- 
dependently of  its  legislative,  ezecntive,  and  jomdal 
functions,  has  the  inherent  ri^t,  as  s  delwentiis 
assembly,  to  express  Its  of^ons,  whidi  can  be  done 
only  by  resolutions : 

And  whereas  its  opinions,  when  Qua  exfraanl, 
become  part  of  ita  proceedings,  of  which  the  on- 
Btttotion  provides  that  a  pennanent  reond  shall  b« 
kept: 

And  wliereas  ibe  reaolnUont^the  16di  of  Jannsiy, 
1887,  and  the  act  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  h 
complianoe  with  It,  ma  a  violation  of  ihe  contita. 
tion,  inasmuch  as,  in  legal  contemplation,  it  deatrofcd, 
and  in  fact  defaced,  the  record  of  the  proceedii^  to 
which  it  refers  :  wherefore, 

JUtolved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  16th  of  Jaa- 
uaiy,  1887,  cnnnnsdy  called  the  ezpmif^  resots- 
tion,  be,  and  the  same  Is  boeby,  resdndol^  and  iJi 
for-ever  hereafter  be  held  as  naught ;  awl  that,  m 
all  future  publications  of  that  portion  of  the  Jovnnl 
whidi  contains  the  resolution  of  1838-4,  and  ia  iQ 
copies  which  maj  hereafter  be  made  of  the  saote,  for 
any  official  or  legal  purpose,  the  said  rescdutiQaof 
1833-4  shall  be  publ^ed  and  copied  as  it  was  oig- 
inally  entered  upon  the  said  Journal,  vitbont  tnj 
notice  idiatever  of  the  superscriirtion,  wlucfa  ma 
moneoudy,  irregulariy,  and  unconstitutinially  aiadt^ 
in  puisQsnce  of  the  reecdution  of  the  16th  of  Jar 
uarjr,  1887. 

Mr.  BvOHANAK  ttdd  the  Senator  from  Ddi- 
ware  must  desire  a  very  long  existence  in  tbii 
vale  of  tears,  if  he  expected  to  live  nntD  wbst 
was  asked  by  the  resolntion  was  adopted.  Tbe 
Senator  has  been  pleased  to  say  he  would  not 
be  willing  to  die  so  soon.  He  oertdnly  wished 
the  Senator  long  life  and  prosperity ;  bnt  to 
remain  until  his  aim  was  accomplished,  would 
be  to  render  him  miserable,  unless  he  feasted 
on  the  Medeao  herb  to  renovate  his  youth  The 
gentleman  has  been  pleased  to  allude  to  tbe 
dawning  light  which  he  fancies  is  beginning  to 

Slimmer  on  Au  political  prospects.  I  admit  (siii 
It.  B.)  that  there  have  been  some  few  dark 
donda  in  our  Nortikem  horiz(m ;  but  we  ton 
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from  them  to  the  brilliant,  sunny  skies  of  the 
South,  where  all  is  bright  and  cheering.  The 
gentleman  and  his  friends  are  encooraged,  I 
know,  and  I  am  willing  they  should  hope  on, 
haTing  no  dispoution  to  throw  obstaciea  in 
the  way  of  weir  anticipations;  but,  unless  I 
am  more  mistaken  then  I  ever  was  in  all  my 
life,  there  will  oome  a  frost,  a  nipping  frost — 
[Here  some  Senator  observed  *'a  killing"] — 
well,  a  killing  frost,  that  will  blight  alltheir 
fair  crop  of  hopes.  I  should  not  have  made 
even  this  short  reply,  if  the  gentleman  had  not 
alladed  to  a  qoamt  remark  of  mine,  made  at 
the  last  sesBi(Hi, 


HosDAT,  December  18. 

Mr.  Oalhoun,  took  his  seat 

Anti-Texat  Annexation  Petition, 
Hr.  Wall  presented  a  memorial  from  twcUve 
tacn  and  thirteen  women,  remonstrating  against 
tbe  anitexatioa  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 

Aholition  of  Slavery  in  the  DitMet  tff 

Columbia, 

Mr.  Wall  presented  the  petition  of  116  la- 
dies of  (iloucester  county,  New  Jersey,  pray- 
ing the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Clat  said  that  it  was  manifest  that  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
was  extending  itself  in  the  publio  mind,  and 
dadly  engaging  more  and  more  of  the  pnblio 
attention.  He  had  no  hedtationla  saying  that 
Congress  ought  not  to  do  what  was  asked  by 
tfie  petitioners  without  tbe  consent  of  the  peo- 
ple ttf  the  District  of  Columbia.  He  was  de- 
siroos  of  inquiring  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  or  any  other  conrersant  with  tbe  sub- 
ject, whether  the  feeling  of  abolition  in  the 
abstract  was  extending  itself  in  their  respective 
States,  or  whether  it  was  not  becoming  mixed 
up  with  other  matters — such,  for  instance,  in 
the  belief  that  the  sacred  right  of  petition  had 
been  assailed.  It  becaine  the  duty  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  inquire  into  this  business,  and  understand 
the  subject  well. 

There  were  many,  no  doubt,  of  these  peti- 
tioners, who  did  not  mean  to  assert  that  slavery 
■hould  be  abcdisbed,  that  were  contending  for 
what  they  understood  to  be  a  great  oonstitn- 
tional  right  Would  it  not,  then,  under  this 
Tiew  of  the  subject,  be  the  best  course  to  allay 
excitement,  and  endeavor  to  calm  down  and 
tranquillize  the  pubho  mind  ? 

Mr.  Waix  said  he  did  not  believe,  so  far  as 
his  State  was  concerned,  that  the  feelinff  for 
abolition  was  on  the  increase ;  but  ho  did  be- 
lieve the  sabjoct  was  mixed  up  with  the  ri^ht 
of  petition :  many  of  the  petitioners  believuif 
that  right  was  invaded  by  the  manner  in  which 
these  memorials  wore  treated.  He  thought  if 
this  matter  had  been  in  the  onset  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Cdnmbta,  and 
a  r^rt  made  therefrom,  (sanctioned  by  the 
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Senate,)  calmly  expressing  the  feeling  of  the 
American  people,  that  there  would  have  been 
no  farther  troable. 

Hr.  Oalhocn  said  he  bad  foreseen  what  this 
subject  would  come  to ;  he  knew  its  origin,  and 
that  it  lay  deeper  than  was  supposed.  It  grow 
out  of  a  spirit  of  fanaticism,  which  was  <m\j 
increasing,  and  if  not  mot  in  limine,  would  by- 
and-by  dBsolve  this  Union.  It  was  particolorly 
oar  duty  to  keep  the  matter  out  of  the  Senate^ 
oat  of  the  halls  of  the  National  Legislature. 
These  fanatics  were  interfering  with  what  they 
had  no  right  Grant  the  reception  of  these 
petitions,  and  you  will  next  be  asked  to  act  on 
them.  He  was  for  no  conciliatory  course,  no 
temporizing;  instead  of  yielding  one  inch  ho 
would  rise  in  opposition,  and  he  hoped  every 
man  from  the  Sontii  would  stand  by  him  to  put 
down  tiiia  growina  evil.  There  was  but  one 
question  that  woud  ever  destroy  this  Union, 
and  that  was  involred  in  this  principle.  Yes : 
tUs  was  potent  enough  for  it,  and  must  be  early 
arrested  if  the  Union  was  to  be  preserved. 

Mr.  SwDT  said  he  had  been  intrusted  with 
varioos  memorifds  of  a  similar  character  to 
this ;  and  he  therefore  felt  called  on  to  say  a 
few  words.  When  these  petitions  were  refer- 
red, 03  was  the  former  practice,  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District  there  was  very  little  excite- 
ment on  the  subject.  There  was  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  Borne 
thinkii^  that  ^very  in  the  District  ought  to 
be  aboluhed  by  Congress,  and  others  thinking 
difiSerentiy ;  but  from  the  moment  that  the  pe- 
titions were  refused,  to  the  present  time,  the 
excitement  had  been  continually  increasing. 
And  the  p^tionera  were  not  uie  miserable 
fanatics  wmch  the  Senator  from  Soutii  Carolina 
supposed ;  they  were  among  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Roane,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  warm, 
ardent  and  strong  as  were  all  his  feelings,  and 
fixed  8s  was  his  opinion  on  this  subject,  he 
should  perhaps  not  have  opened  his  lips  on  the 
present  most  unexpected  occasion,  but  for  the 
relation  ho  happened  to  bear  towards  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which 
it  is  proposed  to  refer  this  whole  subject  It  is 
one  of  vast  importance,  involvii^  tbe  dearest 
rights  and  interests  of  millions  of  our  (»tiaenfl| 
and  perhaps  the  Union  of  these  States.  A. 
committee  nused  to  take  charge  itf  the  local 
conoems  of  the  people  of  this  District  is  not  I 
hombly  apprehend,  the  saitable  committee  for 
such  a  sabject.  That  committee  was  not  con- 
stituted with  reference  to  questions  of  such 
magnitude  and  extensive  bearing;  and  I  do 
trust  that,  should  this  body  unfortunately  agree 
to  receive  and  refer  these  petitions,  with  a  view, 
as  we  are  informed,  to  have  a  calm,  deliberate, 
and  full  discussion  of  their  merits,  they  will 
send  them  to  some  other  committee— nay,  raise 
a  special  committee,  composed  of  gcntiemen 
who  have  the  talent  and  the  taste  for  such  dis- 
onsuou :  for  I  tf^e  this  occasion  to  say  that^ 
neither  in  committee  nor  elsewhere^  will  /  ever 
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eoDseot  to  argue  and  discnss  the  merits  of  this 
tender  and  vital  question.  No,  sir ;  when  mj 
life  and  mj  property  are  assailed,  I  protect 
them  not  by  argoment  and  discosuon. 

Sir,  the  Senator  from  Kentodj  (Mr.  Cut) 
has  asked  whether  the  mnltipUoanon  ot  these 
petitions  in  the  NorA,  and  the  ^read  of  feel- 
ing which  prompts  them,  is  not  mainly  attribu- 
table to  a  belief,  on  the  part  of  the  people  there, 
that  the  great  right  of  petition  has  been  invad- 
ed by  the  direction  which  this  body  has  given 
to  them  for  the  lost  two  years  t  He  has  been 
answered  in  the  affirmative  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Swift,)  and  it  is  utterly  denied 
that  fanaticism  constitutes  any  part  of  ihe  spirit 
which  actuates  our  Northern  brethren,  in  thus 
eternally  stirring  a  question  which  they  most 
know  is  vital  to  ns  of  the  Simth.  Oh,  no— it 
is  not  fanaticism,  it  is  not  humanity,  it  is  not 
philonthn^y,  but  it  iapatriotitM  I  it  is  only  to 
assert  and  mmntain  invicdate  the  great  right  of 
;>eHtion  1  I  perceive,  dr,  that  one  of  the  peti- 
tions presented  this  morning  is  signed  by,  I 
think,  one  hundred  and  eleven  women.  Allow 
me  to  ask  when  before,  on  what  other  occasion, 
on  what  other  great  question,  have  the  females 
thought  it  their  imperious  duty  to  step  forth  as 
the  asserters  and  champions  of  the  great  right 
of  petition?  Allow  mo  to  believe,  sir,  tSat 
such  a  motive  constituted  no  part  of  their  feel- 
ings, never  for  one  moment  entered  into  their 
brain ;  no,  sir,  it  is  the  false  fire  of  philan- 
tiiropy,  so  easily  kindled  in  their  warm  and  ten- 
der hearts,  and  too  easily  fanned  into  flame  by 
fiinatical,  vile,  and  designing  men. 

No  man,  sir,  in  this  wide-extended  empire, 
more  dearly  loves,  or  would  more  sacredly 
guard,  than  I,  the  great,  the  inestimable  right 
of  petition,  as  asserted  and  practised  in  Eng- 
Ittuo,  and  thence  ingrafted  into  our  own  fm^- 
Un  constitution ;  but,  like  all  other  good  things, 
it  is  liable  to  abuse,  and  has  its  limits ;  ana  I 
for  one  am  bold  to  say,  that  the  subject  bow 
before  the  Senate  presents  a  limit  to  Ukis  rigfat. 
The  people  have  a  right  peaceably  to  assemble 
and  petition — ^for  what  ?  To  take  away  my 
right  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
happiness  ? "  No,  sir :  but  to  redress  griev- 
ances; grievances  to  which  the  law-nmking 
power  can  apply  a  remedy  or  corrective.  The 
petitions  must  not  only  be  sent  to  a  tribunal 
competent  to  hear  them,  but  most  relate  to  a 
subject  on  which  that  tribunal  can  leg^ly  and 
authoritatively  act  ^r,  the  people  are  occlud- 
ed ;  they  have  occlnded  tiiemselves ;  they  are 
occluded  by  the  sacred  compromises  of  the  con- 
stitution— the  charter  of  all  their  rights — from 
bringing  this  subject  before  Congress  in  any 
manner  whatever  as  one  of  ordinary  legislation. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  this  right  of  petition 
has  no  limits.  We  have  been  told  this  morn- 
ing, that  ae  are  the  servants  of  the  people ;  yet 
we — ^this  Senate — require  that  every  petition 
which  is  offered  to  it,  shall  be  respectful  in  its 
language  and  decorous  in  its  form.  This,  sir,  is 
a  limit ;  and  one  liable  to  abuse ;  and  why  not, 
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I  seek  to  know,  require  t^at  they  shall  also  be 
pertinent  in  their  matter  and  legitimate  in 
their  object  f 

Ur.  Davis  took  this  ocoaedon  to  repeat  an  ob- 
servation made  by  him  two  yearsago,  viz.,  "if 
you  wish  to  make  aboUtiimista,  then  cmly  ood- 
tioue  to  pursue  the  course  you  have  faitherlo 
pursued."  No  oourB&  in  bis  opinion,  could  be 
more  surely  calculated  to  incretue  the  ezdte- 
ment  already  existiog  than  the  rejection  tit  these 
petitions.  How  the  practice  of  laying  these 
petitions  on  the  table  on  the  objections  of  any 
member,  had  crept  into  the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  D.) 
could  not  conceive.  To  him  it,  however,  was 
the  same  thing,  whether  these  petitions  were 
laid  on  the  teble,  or  whether  they  were  merely 
received,  and  then  rejected :  it  was  in  either 
way  tantamount  to  a  total  rejection :  it  was  an 
in&actioQ  of  the  sacred  right  of  petition.  He 
(Mr.  D.)  did  not  doubt  that  this  attack  <ai  the 
rigfat  of  petition  had  multiplied  greatly  the 
number  of  petitioners. 

As  to  the  merits,  no  doubt  Southern  gentle- 
men have  come  to  their  ccmclonons  that  the 
petitioners  have  no  right  to  come  here,  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  themselves ;  but  if  this 
be  true,  he  would  ask,  would  it  not  be  most 
expedient  to  meet  them  in  limine,  at  once,  and 
say  that  they  have  no  ri^ht,  or  else'  to  give 
their  prayer  due  consideration,  and  give  at  least 
some  reasons,  if  there  exist  any,  against  the 
right  which  they  claim! 

Their  prayer  is  reasonable,  temperate,  and 

iost ;  it  is  two-fold :  1st,  abolish  slavery  in  this 
district,  or,  if  not,  pass  at  least  laws  to  regulate 
in  a  better  manner  the  dave-trade  in  this  Vn- 
trict.  They  disavow  the  intention  of  interftc^ 
log  with  slavery  in  any  of  the  StatM.  Sodi  a 
pnudpld  is  deliberatdy  avowed  in  the  Ttadta- 
dons  of  most,  if  not  all,  the  Abolition  Sotiete 
in  the  North.  They  have  no  purpose  of  inter- 
fering  with  the  rights  of  the  South.  Thedom- 
mente  they  have  published  to  the  world  would 
prove  this.  If  uieir  proceedings  agitate  the 
minds  of  Southern  gentiemen,  that  is  their  on 
fault ;  it  is  because  they  choose  rather  to  int^ 
fere  with  the  Abolition  Societies,  and  not  thit 
the  Abolition  Societies  interfere  with  th«a 

No  case  can  be  supposed  to  Justity  the  nge^ 
tion  of  the  right  of  petitioning.  If  men  peti-  ■ 
tion  for  only  two  Senators,  as  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  (or.  Rivss)  has  nipposed  a  case,  w^, 
let  them  do  so.  The  rigfat  is  not  to  be 
down  on  si^posed  cases  abudng  it  Ibe 
member  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cauotv) 
says,  will  you  deliberate  where  your  irfnd  b 
made  up !  He  (Mr.  Davis)  would  imme^stely 
answer  "  yes  I "  It  is  due  to  the  oonntry  to 
meet  this  subject  with  deliberation,  and  to  send 
forth  the  reasons  of  onr  r^eetion  of  the  prayer 
of  two-thirds  of  the  popnlation. 

Mr.  KiKo  said  that  some  sessions  past,  he 
had  advocated  the  reception  of  petitions  of  this 
description :  he  considered  tbem  as  ooming 
from  a  miserable  set  of  fanatics  and  detoded 
females,  who  ven  too  contemptiUe  to  ezdte 
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apprehension.  He  was  nnwiUing  tu  give  them 
weight,  by  adding  to  their  nnmber  mose  who 
miffht  lionestly  believe  the  right  of  petition 
had  been  denied.  For  many  years  petitions  of 
this  character  were  received  without  comment, 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  no  farther  notice 
taken  of  them.  They  alombered  ontil  the  dose 
<^  the  ses»oii,  and  the  committee  was  then  dis- 
charged  from  the  Airther  con^eralioiL  of  them. 
If  r.  K.  regretted  moat  Binoerely  that  this  nnfor- 
tanate  qneirtioii,  so  intimately  connected  with 
the  permanency  this  Union,  was  pressed  by 
gentlemen  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate. They  arge  their  reception :  for  what  pur- 
pose t  For  none  other  under  Heaven,  that  he 
coTild  perceive,  than  to  produce  excitement ;  to 
faritate  and  inflame  the  pnblic  mind.  So  long 
as  it  was  confined  to  deluded  females  and  fana- 
tics, it  was  of  little  import ;  but  now  it  has 
entered  into  the  politics  of  the  country.  Un- 
principled a^irants  have  seized  on  it,  and  it 
naa  ^om  that  cause  alone,  become  alarming. 
He  feared  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
even  in  New  Eiu^and  :  they  were  sound  to  the 
core.  Not  so  wnh  the  politicians :  they  were 
inning  against  light  and  knowledge.  They 
deserved,  and  should  receive,  the  stem  rebuke 
of  this  body.  He  would  not  receive  or  give 
any  countenance  to  these  Incendiary  petitions. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  gave  way  to  no  one  in  a 
desire  of  maintuning  harmony;  and  his  re- 
marks were  not  made,  as  imputed  to  him,  in 
the  view  of  creating  discord.  He  wished  the 
member  trom  Alabama  (Ur.  King)  was  better 
informed  of  the  great  respectability  of  the  pe- 
titioners ;  if  he  (Mr.  E.)  could  hut  know  the 
real  state  of  things  in  the  North,  he  would  not 
^>eak  so  oont^mntuoosly  of  the  petitioners. 
As  to  politicians,  Ur.  D.  m^ntained  that  until 
the  question  came  on  herA,  no  politics  were 
mixed  up  with  the  snlject  in  any  wqr  what- 
erer.  It  was  a  question  of  conadence,  of 
morals,  ctf  proprie^ ;  men  of  all  parties  oon- 
earred  in  these  petitions, 

Mr.  HuBBABD  was  not  aware  that  any  peti- 
tion for  the  abolition  of  davery  in  the  District 
of  Oolnmbia  had  ever  origiuated  in  that  part 
of  Kew  Hampshire  where  he  resided.  He  was 
cortAin  that  since  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  he  bad  not  been  called  upon  to  present 
to  the  Senate  any  snch  memorial.  And  since 
he  had  been  a  member  of  Oongress.  very  few 
petitions  in  relation  to  this  subject  had  been  for- 
warded to  him  from  any  section  of  the  State  he 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent.  If  such 
memorials  had  come  hither  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, tbey  must  have  been  committed  to  the 
care  of  others.  Ho  was  assured  that  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment  with  the  people  of  his  own 
State  was,  let  thi$  whole  matter  alone  ;  that 
it  wu  a  giibjeet  with  which  they  had  no  eoneem  ; 
that  it  ieat  their  hmnden  duty,  at  good  and 
peaceable  eitizene,  not  to  inter/ere  with  the  rights 
of  othcrt;  that  they  regarded  the  question  of 
uavery  as  a  sectional,  a  local  queition ;  and 
however  mnoh  they  might  regret  its  eztstence 


in  any  portion  of  this  Union,  yet  tbey  wdl 
knew  that  its  existence  was  sanctioned  by  the 
constitution  of  the  land ;  and  with  the  contin- 
nation  of  its  existence  in  those  parts  of  the 
Confederacy,  they  ought  not,  and  they  could 
not,  with  propriety,  make  any  interference,  un- 
solicited and  unaued  by  those  whose  interests 
were  affected  by  it.  These  were  the  sentiments 
of  his  own  State ;  they  certainly  were,  to  a 
great  extent,  the  opinions  of  the  people  of 
New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  Nu.BS  said  ho  did  not  approve  of  crooked 
courses.  The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire 
(Mr.  Hvbbabd)  says  that  the  petition  is  before 
us  if  we  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  that  so  far,  it 
is  received ;  and  yet  he  says  that,  by  laying  it 
on  the  table,  the  petition  ia  rejected.  He  (Mr. 
N.)  could  not  reconcile  this  contradiction. 

Mr.  Riv£a  replied  to  the  argument,  that  re- 
ceiving the  petition,  and  having  a  report  made, 
would  quiet  the  excitement.  Not  so :  this  hod 
been  already  done  two  years  ago.  Then,  in  the 
other  House,  a  select  committee,  composed 
chiefly  of  Northern  men,  had  presented  an 
elaborate  report,  and  this  had  been  so  far  fhmt 
alla3ring  the  excitement,  that  now  gentiemen 
come  forward  and  tell  us  that  the  excitement  is 
increased ;  therefore,  it  would  be  perfectly 
nugatory  to  co  round  the  same  circle  ag«n. 
To  him  (Mr.  It.)  it  appeared  that  the  most  paci- 
ficatory course  to  be  pursued  was  to  act  as 
hitherto,  and  to  lay  the  motion  to  receive  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pbbston  said,  once,  perhaps,  there  was . 
a  time  when  these  petitioas  might  have  been  \ 
received ;  now,  it  was  no  longer  safe  to  receive 
them.  It  is  stated  that  the  excitement  has  in-  \ 
creased.  Though  the  doors  of  Oongress  had  \ 
been  thrown  c^n,  and  they  had  been  heard, 
yet  tiie  fire  Is  ^read  wider,  and  is  spreading 
wider  and  wider.  Why  so  f  It  is  said  because 
the  right  of  petitioning  Is  violated;  were  it 
not  for  this,  we  are  told  that  the  exratement 
would  have  died  away.  Bat  this  assertion  is  ' 
in  face  of  the  fact  that  the  right  of  petition 
was  given  and  secured  to  the  petitioners.  We, 
the  Sonth,  said  at  the  time  that  the  concession 
would  lead  to  more  concessions,  and  so  it  has 
proved ;  the  fire  is  not  put  out,  but  is  kindled 
worse  and  worse.  We  went  as  far  as  we  could 
go,  for  the  sake  of  peace ;  we  gave  an  amnesty, 
we  received  their  petitions,  and  tbey  are  not 
satisfied.  Now  we  say  "  nulla  tettigta  retror- 
«ufli,"  we  must  now  go  a  step  further,  instead 
of  going  backward,  and  do  now,  as  ought  to 
have  been  done  then,  namely,  shut  altogether 
tiie  doors  of  Oongress  agidnst  them.  Has  the 
Sonth  no  senribilities  and  prejudices  to  be  con- 
sidered t  Has  the  North  only  pr^odices,  and 
feelings,  and  conscience,  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration, and  have  we  none?  If  you  con- 
sider their  views,  will  you  not  rouse  ns  t  Will 
you  not  interfere  with  them,  for  fear  of  irritat- 
ing them ;  and  shall  no  such  regard  be  paid  to 
us? 

But  the  period  for  a^oment  with  these  peo- 
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pie  is  past.  Tlie/  demand  yon  to  adopt  their 
principles  and  policj.  The  discnseion  of  these 
matters  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  (Ur,  P.)  He 
thonght  that  if  Congress  does  not  protect  the 
SoutS,  it  will  be  obliged  to  protect  itself.  "Vniat 
the  Soath  wonts  is  peace ;  let  not  this  qneetion 
be  let  iQ  to  light  up  the  torch  of  discord.  Hr. 
P.  said  he  should  not  resort  to  discussion,  but 
to  meosnres,  to  acts,  for  the  protection  of  the 
South.  The  South  must  be  protected,  and  he 
was  disposed  to  do  it  (quietly  if  possible ;  but, 
tf  not,  he  would  say,  with  gnat  emphaWsf" 
will  protect  ourselves." 

Hr:  CcTHBERT  would  not  now  speak  of  his 
regard  to  the  Union ;  the  attachment  of  gentle- 
men to  the  Union  had  been  teify  illustrated. 
But  what  were  thoj  now  told  f  That  a  certain 
mode  of  maintaining  the  ri^^ts  of  the  South 
woold  overtam  those  lights ;  that  a  mere  error 
in  point  of  order,  was  to  destroy  the  rights  of 
the  South.  Was  tills  language  to  be  heU,  that 
Southern  rights  rested  on  so  frail  a  basis  that 
the  slightest  error  would  overturn  them  f  For 
the  Union  Mr.  0.  was  not  so  much  alarmed  as 
others ;  there  was  a  disease  in  the  hodj  politic, 
which  would  have  its  course;  but  the  virus 
would  work  out  in  time.  This  disease  hod  been 
imported  from  Europe,  and  especially  from 
S&gland.  Mr.  C  said  tie  was  astonished  at  the 
remarks  of  a  gentleman  of  so  sound  sense  and 
extensive  information  as  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
socbosetts,  (Hr.  Davis.) 

Ur.  PiEBOE  concurred  with  the  Senator  from 
South  CaroUna,  (Mr.  Fbestoit,)  in  the  opinion 
that  no  Taluable  end  was  to  be  attained  by  dis- 
onsdon  here  upon  this  deeply  agitating  snbject. 

rose  merely  to  express  the  hope  that  the 
motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reception  on  the 
table  might  not  tie  renewed.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  reception,  and  that  question  he  desired 
to  meet  distinctiy,  and  unembarrassed  by  any 
other  motion. 

Mr.  Olat  said  he  would  concur  with  the  Sena- 
'  tor  from  Georgia,  if  the  Senate,  by  persisting  in 
their  past  course,  could  produce  Uie  same  cdm- 
ness  in  the  coautry  which  it  had  done  among 
themselves.  But  it  was  much  more  important 
that  the  country  should  he  quiet  than  the  Sen- 
ate. Mr.  C.  haa  asked  vheUier  tiie  excitement . 
had  been  increased,  and  by  what  causes ;  with 
the  view  to  ascertwn  if  any  thing  could  be 
done  by  the  Senate  to  allay  the  excitement,  and 
render  the  people  quiet  and  hiq>py.  The  reply 
was,  that  tne  excitement  was  extending,  and 
clueQy  by  the  impression  that  the  great  repub- 
lican right  of  petition  had  been  assailed,  which 
the  petitioners  chose  to  assert,  by  acting  with 
those  with  whom  they  really  had  no  sympathy. 
Hr.  0.  preferred  that  the  two  classes  of  peti- 
tioners should  be  separated,  to  deprive  the 
abolitionists  of  the  advantage  of  mixing  their 
peculiar  objects  with  other  matters. 

The  petitions,  Hr.  0.  said,  were  first  to  be 
received ;  but  was  this  all  ?  Was  not  tiiis  un- 
derstood to  imply  deliberation  on  the  qoestion  i 
The  c(dd,  ^ple  act  of  reception,  folwwed  by 


[25th  Cqxu 

an  instant  r^ection,  amounted  to  not  reoeinii|^ 
and  most  give  ctdw  to  Uie  ehiu«  that  It  is  a 
substantial  doual  of  the  nf^t  <n  petition.  It 
had  been  said  that  this  wasnot  acase  for  aigo* 
ment.  Not  a  case  for  argmnent  I  What  was 
it  that  lay  at  the  very  bottom  of  all  our  &ea 
institutions  f  AiKumcnt,  inquiry,  reasoning, 
considerati(Hi,  ddioeration.  We  were  a  reasoit- 
ing  people,  and  it  was  our  greatest  boast  that 
we  possessed  reasoning  powers  ci^ble  of  com- 
prehending the  various  subjects  rdaling  to  a 
iree  Government.  Hr.  C.  tliought  the  beat 
course  was  to  receive  these  petitions,  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  for  the  District,  to  act 
on  them  as  they  pleased ;  and  if  the  country 
should  not  t^en  be  quiet,  let  them  make  a  re* 
port,  embodying  with  the  argument  the  various 
meta  rdating  to  the  sul^ect,  sevnal  of  which 
Itr,  0.  enumerated. 

Mr.  Gbcndt  expressed  his  regret  at  the  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  For  two  years 
past  the  Senato  had  pnrsued  the  course  lay- 
ing the  questions  relating  to  theae  petiti(His  on 
the  table.  Dnrin^  that  time  there  had  been 
littie  or  no  discussion  in  that  body ;  and  it  was 
the  discussion  in  Congress  that  was  doing  more 
mischief  on  the  subject  than  any  thing  else.  If 
the  coming  in  of  the  petitions  was  to  be  pre- 
vented, how  could  it  be  done  1  By  preserving 
silence  upon  them.  Every  time  the  petitioners 
observed  discussion  in  Congress,  they  were  en- 
couraged to  proceed ;  but  if  the  Senate  jiersist- 
ed  in  the  course  to  which  they  had  BOinetinKs 
adhered,  their  hopes  would  be  cut  off.  But  if 
this  course  were  now  abandoned^  they  would 
say  that  the  Senato  hod  been  driven  to  ehaoga 
their  ground,  and  they  would  consider  it  as  a 
gain  on  their  part.  And  could  an  abler  nvart 
be  made  on  the  subject  by  any  committee  thta 
that  by  the  Select  Committee  of  which  Mr, 
FiNOKNST  was  chairman  ?  And  had  that  pro- 
duced any  effect?  Gentiemen  said  no:  the 
excitement  w^  increasing.  <And  could  the 
Senato  produce  any  effect  by  a  re[>ort?  "So: 
it  would  give  the  petitioners  hope  that  they 
would  finally  prevail.  Hr.  G.  would  vote  to 
receive  the  petitions,  because  he  questiraied 
whether  a  contrary  vote  might  not  abridge  the 
right  of  petiti«L  But  he  hoped  that  for  tiie 
sake  of  teaching  these  people  that  this  sniuect 
must  not  he  interfered  with,  they  would  be  uid 
on  the  table, 

Mr.  Calbottk  sud  he  believed  that  the  course 
proposed  by  Mr.  Clat  was  calculated  the  most 
of  all  to  produce  an  excitement.  If  a  ao^ 
step  was  yielded,  the  fanatical  spirit  would  !» 
reanimated  with  new  excitement;  and  those, 
therefore,  who  so  yielded,  incurred  a  fearful 
responsibility.  Mr.  C.  despmred,  as  far  m  the 
Northern  pjart  of  the  country  was  concerned 
on  the  question  of  abolition.  It  was  interwoven 
with  the  political  condition  uf  the  North,  in 
the  nature  and  state  of  parties ;  and  it  wwld 
run,  and  must  run,  into  their  struggles  for  State 
ascendenoy.  It  was  imposdble  to  prevent  its 
having  a  oontnd  over  ue  politioal  parties  of 
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the  North.  The  neat  mass  of  Northern  peo- 
ple believed  that  Uits  Soatheni  ioBtitadou  was 
nklioallj  wroDg.  The  resolt  would  be  this: 
that  abolition  efforts  would  begia  with  the  low- 
est grades  of  society,  and  by  gross  misrepre- 
sentations,  bnt  it  would  go  upward  and  spread ; 
and  Mr.  O.  ixAi  a  distingnuhed  Senator  four 
years  ago,  wfaUa  disonsroig  another  sabjeot, 
that  dw  i^rit  ftf  aU^tion  wonld  i^riDg  np  in 
the  North,  and  however  mneh  and  othMs 
^e  him,  were  opposed  to  the  doctrine,  it  wonld 
one  day  spread  so  as  to  drive  him  from  public 
Mfe,  or  compel  him  to  yield  to  ita  dictates. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  Insisted  that 
receiving  petitions  implied  considering,  disonss- 
ing,  deciding  apon  them.  Bat  in  what  situa- 
tion would  all  this  put  the  Southern  States  f  It 
would  convert  the  halls  of  Congress  into  places 
for  the  discnssion  of  abolition.  Ur.  0.  did  not 
ask  bow  the  North  wonld  be  affected ;  his  ob- 
ject was  to  keep  the  South  united  on  this  sub- 
ject, with  a  Bosoeptibility  alv^  dive.  Thej 
must  first  preserve  thonselTes,  far  this  was  a 
qneattm  involving  the  very  existence  of  the 
whcde  South.  Their  next  oljeet  was  to  pre- 
•orve  the  Union ;  and  there  was  no  other  course 
for  them  to  do  this,  but  by  a  united  and  firm 
resistance  to  these  encroachments;  and  the 
earlier  the  better,  for  the  country  was  soander 
to-day  than  it  would  be  to-morrow,  and  de- 
lay would  leave  it  to  inttoeed  from  worse  to 
worse. 

l£r.  O.  expressed  these  sentiments  on  no  sec- 
tional ground ;  he  would  prevent,  by  what  he 
had  suggested,  the  destruction  of  the  Union. 
The  measure  proposed  by  Ur.  Olat,  he  thought, 
would  ful  of  its  object,  and  he  considered  the 
reverse  mode  the  best 

Mr.  Olat  sM  he  looked  to  tbe  whde  Uidcm. 
^t  he  had  no  such  despondencies  as  the  Sen- 
atm-  from  South  Oarolina,  as  to  the  effects  of 
the  slave,  or  any  other  conceivable  question, 
<Ki  the  Union.  He  had  no  fears  for  the  Union ; 
bnt  he  had  a  denre  to  tranquillize  every  part, 
and  give  no  Just  cause  of  complaint  to  any  por- 
tion. The  question  was  not  the  same  as  to 
slavery  in  the  District  and  Blavery  in  the  States. 
Bnt  what  question  was  that  in  human  affurs, 
BO  weak  or  so  strong,  that  it  could  not  be  ap- 
proached by  argument  and  reason?  This  coun- 
try woultl,  in  every  emergency,  appeal  to  its 
eiuightened  Judgment,  and  its  spirit  of  union 
and  harmony,  and  the  ^>fleal  would  not  be  un- 
BoooesBfdL  Ur.  0.  remembwed  that,  when  the 

EUio  mind  was  dok  with  Asoasrions  on  the 
e  war,  he  had  said  to  an  llhutrioiis  man, 
now  no  num,  "  We  must  atop  this  everlasting 
diaenarion,  this  endless  diplomacy ;  let  ns  go  to 
work,  and  appeal  to  the  valor  of  our  oountry- 
BMO  to  snstfun  us ;  no  other  alternative  is  left 
VB."  Sut  he  replied,  in  his  calm  and  dignified 
wi^ — '*Ur.  Olat,  reeolleet  onr  institntions 
rest  on  public  opinion,  <m  reasoning  and  a^- 
ment" 

Ur.  0.  had  no  fears  for  the  Uidon ;  and  If 
the  Senator  flrom  Sooth  Oondina  wonld  vrfmom 
Tou  zm^-M 


a  Joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  that  the 
man  who  expressed  a  doubt  in  regard  4o  Its 
stability  should  be  immediately  called  to  order 
and  stopped,  it  would  obtain  his  (Ur.  Clay's) 
hearty  ctmourrence.  The  Union  wonld  last,  he 
hoped,  forever.  Ur.  0.'s  object  was  mercdy  to 
preserve  the  Union  in  its  true  apiiit ;  and  sepa- 
rate fonatldsm  fifom  those  who  were  oq>ft> 
ble  of  listttiing  to  reason.  Let  ns  show  onr 
reasMis,  and  tiien,  if  we  ftil,  we  shall  at  least 
have  acquitted  onrsdves  of  onr  duty.  The 
best  course  was  that  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment down  to  two  years  ago,  in  w^di  these 
petitions  were  <rften  sent  to  the  District  Oom- 
mittee,  and  there  allowed  to  sleep ;  w  as  was 
Bometunes  done,  followed  by  reporte. 

Ur.  Oalboitn  said  there  were  oases  in  which 
reasoning  and  ai^^ument  were  both  absurd  and 
cowardly.  If  a  man  should  call  him  a  rc^e^ 
should  he  stop  to  ai^e  the  point?  There  were 
things  which  were  to  be  met,  not  with  reason- 
ing, but  with  instant  indignation.  Suppose  a 
IMtition  were  sent  here  to  bum  the  manufacto- 
ries of  the  Ninth,  wonld  the  Senator  stop  to 
reason  aboot  such  a  petition?  Or  tlMt  the  prop- 
erty of  the  rich  should  be  given  to  the  poor ; 
would  he  reason  about  that? 

The  petitions  proposed  abolition  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cotnmbis ;  but  on  what  ground  ?  That 
Congress  were  bound  to  receive  petitions  iu  all 
cases,  to  diScnss  and  decide  upon  them.  But 
if  they  were  bound  to  do  so  in  regard  to  the 
District,  Ur.  0.  would  ask  the  Senator  if  the 
same  rule  would  not  hold  in  referenoe  to  the 
States.  Were  they  boaud  to  receive  petitiona 
for  abolition  in  the  States  ?  [Hr.  C.  waited  for 
a  reply.}  If  not,  he  resnmeil,  then  the  ri|^t 
did  not  exist  at  all.  The  universal  sentiment 
with  the  abolitionists  was,  that  abdition  In  the 
District  was  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the 
States.  Every  abolitionist  would  say  so.  The 
first  step  would  be  in  the  District;  the  next 
wonld  be  to  destroy  the  trade  between  the 
States,  making  the  slaves  ser&  to  the  soil ;  and 
then  an  attempt  wonld  be  made  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  States.  What,  then,  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  South?  Congress  would 
then  discuss  their  right  to  property  guaranteed 
to  them  by  the  constitntion,  and  Uie  Southern 
man  who  wonld  permit  it  thus  to  be  drawn 
into  discussion,  sacrificed  the  rights  of  the 
South.  Ur.  0.  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  as 
much  as  others ;  bnt  unlike  the  Senator  from 
Eentocky,  he  was  not  in  favor  (^sileno^  wheat 
he  saw  duger  approaching. 

Ur.  Clat.  The  Senator  had  put  extreme 
eases.  He  might  just  as  well  have  supposed 
the  abolition  m  the  Christian  religion,  as  the 
abolition  of  slavery  out  of  the  District.  But 
did  he  not  see  that  his  argnment  went  against 
receiving  all  petitions,  as  much  as  Ur.  Clay's 
wss  in  &Tor  of  receiving  all  without  distinc- 
tion ?  The  power  of  Congress  to  abolidi  slav- 
ery in  the  District  was  believed  to  exist,  and 
Congress  had  determined,  by  theb:  action,  that 
it  was  xi{^  to  receive  petitions  on  the  sal^ect.. 
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Was  that  to  be  ooofoonded  with  a  case  where 
OoDgresB  had  certunly  no  power? 

Ur.  OoTHBKBT  replied  to  the  argument  of  Ur. 
Out,  that  it  would  be  the  ^idwt  method  to 
allaj  this  oxdtement,  hy  receiving  the  petiti(ma 
and  giving  them  oourideratioii,  and  muntained 
Utat  that  argunent  was  to  be  deprecated,  for  it 
wo^d  canse  debate,  and  raise  np  a  forj  of  dis- 
cossion.  Aliment  (siud  Mr.  0.)  teaches  what 
it  ought  to  put  an  end  to ;  it  foments  what  it 
is  intended  to  allay.  He  solemnly  appealed  to 
the  Senator  firom  Eentncky  to  muntain  his 
character  of  peacemaker.  In  former  sitnations 
he  (Mr.  Cla.t)  bad  been  obliged  to  relent  the 
severity  of  his  principles,  and  to'  compromise 
with  the  South.  Having  first  been  a  grand 
distarber  in  his  manufacturing  zeal,  he  hod  been 
forced  to  become  a  grand  pacificator ;  he  beg- 

Sd  him  (Mr.  Clat)  not  to  depart  now  from 
e  prindple  of  paemcation. 
Ifr.  Wall  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  petitioners.  Tbey  were  not  fanatics ; 
they  were  reasonable,  senmble,  and  temperate 
men ;  and  though  he  (Mr.  W.)  did  not  agree 
with  them,  and  though  he  was  ready  to  say 
that  the  pr^er  q£  the  petition  onght  to  be  re- 
jected, yet  he  was  not  prepared,  as  the  gentJe- 
msn  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  OAi.HotFN,)  to 
say  that  hia  oonatitnents  should  come  to  the 
door,  and  that  then  it  should  be  shut  in  their 
faces.  The  right  of  petition  would  interfere 
with  no  other  rights.  The  South  was  not  ren- 
dered insecure  in  its  rights,  by  granting  to  the 
NorUi  the  enjoyment  of  Hs  conunon  and  nat- 
und  rights.  .  Mr.  W.  indsted  that  resort  should 
be  had  to  reason  and  to  argument,  instead  of 
putlog  down  tiie  right  of  {wtition  by  violence 
and  oontempt.  If  the  Sonth  seeks  to  stop  the 
monihs  of  the  North,  and  prevent  pettUons 
from  hdng  heard,  by  so  doing  they  raise  a  force 
and  arouse  an  energy  whidb  cannot  be  put 
down. 

Mr.  BuoHAKAK  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  upon  a  general  discussion 
of  this  question.  He  tbongnt  it  had  already 
been  amply  discussed  on  former  occanons. 

Daring  the  session  of  1886-6,  he  had  present- 
ed a  petition  from  a  portion  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  requesting  Congress  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Cdnmbia.  And  here,  in 
justice  to  that  respectable  society,  he  must  ob- 
serve,  that  so  far  as  he  was  aoquMnted  with 
them  in  hia  own  neighborhood,  although  they 
were  dedde^  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  ab- 
stract they  were  not  abolitionists  as  that  term 
wan  now  generally  understood.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  had  then 
objected  to  the  reception  of  this  petition.  Up- 
on the  question,  "  Shall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
ed t "  the  constitutional  right  of  petition  was 
distinctly  raised.  After  a  long,  powerful,  and 
interesting  debate,  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.;  had 
exerted  his  best  efforts  to  sustain  this  right,  the 
petition  was  received  by  the  Senate,  by  a  vote 
of  86  to  10. 

After  this  petition  had  tins  berai  receiTed  by 


[SSthOom. 

the  Senate,  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  a  motinm  to 
reject  the  pr^er  of  the  peUtion.  This  c^tenel 
s  discusrion  upon  the  question,  Shall  damrj 
be  abolished  in  the  ]^striet  of  Gohmilia  «r 
noti "  After  a  l<ng  debate,  it  was  decided  n 
the  negatiTe :  only  lax  Sen^tn*  voting  agaiogt 
his  motion. 

After  theae  solemn  proceedings  had  takes 
place,  were  the  Senate  bound,  whenever  a  ner 
petition  of  a  similar  character  was  presented, 
again  and  again,  on  each  snoceeding  day,  to  dk- 
OOBS  and  decide  the  right  of  petition  ? 

This  course  would  have  exasperated  the  feci- 
ings  of  the  people,  interfered  with  the  tranaao- 
tion  of  the  business  of  the  country,  nod  ma* 
have  resulted  as  it  had  resulted  before.  In  this 
ffltuation,  the  course  was  adopted,  in  the  seastoB 
of  1836-7,  of  moving  to  lay  the  questiw  <tf  the 
reception  of  these  petitions  upon  the  table.. 
Tbia  was  the  only  mode  of  avtwui^  OTcrissting 
debate. 

Hie  motim  to  1^  npcn  tiie  table  deddes 
nothing  but  that  the  subject  dull  Be  upon  As 
table  for  that  day,  subject  to  be  agun  called  sp 
for  conwderation  at  any  future  day. 

Upon  refieotion,  (Mr.  B.  Etud,)  he  never  bad 
been  better  satisfied  with  the  course  which  be 
had  pursued  on  any  question  than  that  now 
before  the  Senate.  He  should  now  pnrpoedy 
avoid  saying  any  thing  more  upon  the  subject. 
Let  as  enter  at  this  moment  upon  a  discanion 
of  this  question,  and  the  debate  will  continie 
for  weeks,  and  will  light  up  a  flame  over  the 
whole  country.  We  have  already  solesanly 
discussed  and  decided  the  qneetlw.  Let « 
now  adhere  to  that  deddon  firmly.  H«  dmU 
not  have  risen  to  ssy  a  word,  had  it  not  beat 
asserted  that  to  vote  to  l^y  the  motion  «l  n- 
ception  upon  the  table  was  inconsistent  wiA 
the  right  of  petition,  a  right  which  he  had  d* 
ways  asserted  and  should  ever  maintain. 

Mr.  HoBBAPD  renewed  tiie  motion  to  lay  tlw 
motion  to  receive  the  petitions  on  the  taUe — 

Ykab. — Ueesra  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Bnm, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  CuOibai,  Fid- 
ton,  Gnmdy,  Habbard,  Khig,  Linn,  Lumpkin,  Ljpaa, 
Korrell,  Preston,  RiTes,  Boas,  Robinson,  Sena; 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  and  Yoimg— 28. 

Kats.— HesBTS  Allen,  Clay  of  Eentncky,  Oajtte, 
Crittenden,  Davia,  Knight,  McEean,  Morris,  NDa, 
Reroe,  Prentia^  Robluns,  Rngglea,  Smith  of  On- 
nectjcut,  Smith  ttf  Indiana,  SwiA,  TiUma^gei  Bpte^ 
Wall,  and  WiHlaiiis— fO. 


TuKSDAT,  December  19. 

Vermont  Anti-Slavery^  and  Anti^Taa* 
Annexatioji  Betohitwna. 

Mr.  Swift  presented  a  memorial  and  reaolo- 
tions  from  the  L^islature  of  Vermont,  m  reU- 
tion  to  Texas  and  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino  said  he  considered  it  an  infamous 
libel  and  insnlt  on  the  South,  let  it  come  from 
what  quarter  it  would ;  it  was  a  fidse  ititemwrt 
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Id  relatioa  to  tiie  people  of  the  South,  when  it 
eha^ged  them  with  disregard  for  the  laws,  and 
he  expressed  his  sorprise  that  gentlemen  shoold 
nresent  sach  papers  which  thej  could  not  hot 
i»el  were  untrue. 

Hr.  Swift  hoped  he  shoald  never  prove  bo 
recreant  to  the  interest  of  his  constituents,  as 
to  reAise  the  performance  of  his  duty,  especial- 
ly to  present  resolutions  ooming  from  the 
Lefi^alature  of  his  State.  The  document  was 
ttie  result  of  no  part7  effiirt,  it  was  tiie  united 
TMce  of  the  whole  State  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Oauioitn  deemed  the  present  moment 
006  of  the  deepest  importance.  A  great  step 
had  been  taken  in  the  progress  of  events.  The 
tiroiunstanoe  of  the  nuomng  had  oome  upon 
him  wholly  unexpected.  He  had  never  heard 
that  the  reeolutions  in  question  had  been  passed 
hj  the  Vermont  Le^ature;  vet  he  mig^t 
have  anticipated  as  much.  He  had  long  foreseen 
the  present  state  of  things ;  and  now  the  time 
had  actually  oome  when  It  was  to  be  determin- 
ed whether  we  are  longer  to  remain  as  one 
onited  and  happy  people,  or  whether  this  bless- 
ed tJnioh  was  to  be  oiBSolved  by  the  hand  of 
violenoe.    Vermont  has  stmok  a  deep  and  dan- 

rons  blow  into  the  vitaU  of  oar  confederacy, 
was  a  time  for  action,  and  he  could  not, 
would  not,  entertain  the  idea  of  r^ecting  or 
lodog  sight  of  the  document  before  we  Senate, 
but  as  he  was  unprepared  at  present  to  act  on 
the  salgeot,  he  would  move  that  the  memorial 
be  hid  ap<m  the  table,  pledging  himself  not  to 
enwse  tae  Senator  from  Vermont,  should  he 
see  fit  to  caH  it  up  hereafter ;  and  more,  would 
«sU  it  up  himself  when  he  had  time  to  prepare 
Us  mina  for  action  on  the  sabjeot ;  determined 
the  eabjeot  should  not  rest  until  it  had  received 
the  float  action  of  the  Senate.  It  was  his  be* 
lief  that  ^e  North  were  sound  in  the  matter 
at  issue,  but  some  seemed  even  to  prefer  the 
l«evalence  of  this  dangerous  dootnne  to  the 
preservation  and  continuance  of  tiie  Union, 
His  mind  was  unalterably  fixed,  and  nothing 
Aoold  prevent  him  flx»n  potting  ms  views  into 
ezeeotion. 

Mr.  MoRBO  thoni^t  some  respect  was  doe  to 
the  sooroe  whence  these  resolmons  had  ema- 
nated—the L^lftture  of  Vermon^and  hcnied 
they  would  at  toast  be  Idd  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Axjjss  Bud,  this  motion  has  the  effect  of 
r^nnff  to  receive  the  petition ;  and  it  is  for 
tbis  reason  only  that  I  will  now,  as  I  did  in  a 
Hke  ease  yesterday,  vote  agiunst  it.  But  it  is 
Mid  that  such  is  not  the  effect.  I  will  state  the 
proposition  in  a  form  which  will  itself  test  this 
question.  One  Senator  presents  a  petition; 
uothn*  Senator  makes  a  motion  that  the  peti- 
tim  be  not  recewed  ;  a  third  Senator  move^  to 
Iv  that  motion  upon  the  table.  This  latter 
motion,  if  snccessfbl,  puts  an  end  to  the  bnri- 
Mis.  Now,  I  aidE,  where  is  the  petition!  b 
itfat  the  Beoatof  Oertainh^  not :  beoaose  the 
very  taem  d  the  motiw  that  ttie  petition  be 
not  reoeived,  is  a  decUration  that  it  ia»  not 


been  received,  and  the  very  oi^ect  of  that  mo- 
tion is  to  iwwe»£  it  from  heinff  received.  If  the 
petiti<Mi  aad  already  hem  reeewed^  then  the 
motion  not  to  receive  wonld  be  wsnrd,  and 
the  other  motion  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table  would  effect  nothing,  becanse  the  sole  ob- 
jeot  of  this  latter  motion  is  to  exolnde  the  peti- 
tion. If  this  be  not  its  object,  what  is  it  ? 
That  such  are  the  object  and  effect  of  this  latter 
motion  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  if  it  be 
agreed  to,  the  petition  is  then  not  in  the  Senate, 
and  this  is  equally  evident  from  the  fact  that 
the  Senate  cannot  proceed  to  take  any  frirther 
order  on  the  petition.  It  is,  therefore,  clear 
that  the  effect  of  the  moticm  now  before  ns  ia 
to  refuse  to  «wmm  the  petition ;  and,  as  I  am 
not  prepared  to  deny  the  right  of  petition,  I 
shall,  for  that  reason,  vote  a^nst  the  motion. 

L  therefore,  shall  vote  agunst  this  motion, 
as  I  did  that  on  yesterday,  becanse  I  acknowl- 
edge the  right  of  petition,  and  the  correlative 
obligatim  (m  tiie  Senate  to  receive  it  And 
then,  sir,  as  I  (2(>  7u>{  aoqaiesce  in  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner,  nor  admit  his  right  to  control  the 
action  of  the  Senate  on  bis  petition  after  it  has 
been  received,  I  will  vote  for  a  moti(m  to  laj 
the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  O1.A.T,  of  Kentuciy,  hoped  that  the  me- 
morial wonld  be  withdrawn  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  and  to  jpve  notice  that  he  wonld 
introduoe  it  at  a  fbtare  day,  when  the  Senate 
was  more  i^qwred  to  act 

lir,  Swin  witiidrew  his  mMUorial,  and  gave 
notice  that  he  would  introduee  it  again. 


BOnSE  OF  EXPRESENTATIVES. 
'WsnRiSDAT,  December  20. 
AloUtion  <tf  Slaeery,  and  the  Slavd-trad*  in 
the  JHitrict  0/  Columbia. 

The  first  business  was  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  Slaj)!,  on  Monday,  to  refer  two  memorials, 
presented  by  him  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
and  the  slave-trade  in  the  IMstrict  of  Colum- 
bia to  a  Select  Onniidttee. 

Mr.  Bunt  oommoioed  by  remarking  that 
tiie  boshiess  of  the  country  was  transacted  here, 
by  a  reference  <^  all  suljects  to  their  uipropri- 
ate  committees,  and  that  matters  of  me  most 
trivial  nature  met  with  no  oppodtion  to  such 
reference.  But  no  sooner  did  an^  member 
present  a  memorial  relating  in  the  shghtest  de- 
gree to  a  certain  subject,  tne  abolition  of  dav- 
ery,  than  it  was  directiy  attacked  and  placed 
under  prohibition.  Were  he  to  present  a  peti- 
tion from  a  constituent  involving  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  that  would  not  be  denied  a  ref- 
erence, inasmuch  as  it  might  involve  an  import- 
ant principle ;  but  here  were  a  large  class  of 
petitions,  signed  by  hundreds  of  thonsanda, 
asking  the  action  of  Oongress  on  a  sul^eot  of 
the  greatest  interest,  and  yet  they  wen  dispos- 
ed OF  widi  no  eeremony  at  all.  HethenaUnd- 
ed  to  the  course  pursued  by  certidn  membera 
in  opposition  to  such  petitions,  and  expressed 
Us  belief  that  all  tin  movements  In  rewion  to 
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the  subject  had  been  preooncerted  with  the 
rwUarity  of  clockwork. 

Mr.  Wiss  ezplaiaed  that,  as  he  had  hitherto 
taken  apoD  himself  to  oppose  the  reference  of 
BQch  petitions,  he  woold  saj,  once  for  all,  that 
as  far  as  his  knowledge  was  concerned,  there 
had  beeoi  no  preconcert  in  relation  to  the  oppo- 
ution  of  this  sabject,  neither  had  he  received 
any  intimation  from  the  Speaker,  or  an/  one 
else,  as  to  the  mode  of  prooeedinff . 

Ur.  Dawson  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  if  he  intended  to  include  him  in 
the  diarge  preconcerting  measures  in  oi^io- 
rition  to  the  subject 

Kr.  SuDi  disclaimed  koj  intention  of  im- 
puting; diahtmorable  motives  to  the  gentlemm 
who  had  thought  it  their  doty  to  adopt  such  a 
course.  He  moved  to  refer  the  memorials  to  a 
Sdect  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bUl  providing  for  the  abolition  of  siaverj  and 
the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Oolnmbia. 

Mr.  Leoabb  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont would  allow  him  to  make  a  few  remarks 
b^ore  he  proceeded  further.  He  solemnly  en- 
treated him  to  reflect  on  the  possiblo  results  of 
such  a  course,  which  involved  the  interests  of  a 
nation,  and  a  continent.  He  would  warn  him, 
not  in  the  language  of  defiance,  wliioh  aU  brave 
and  wise  men  despised,  but  he  would  warn  him 
in  the  langnage  <n  a  solenm  sense  of  duty,  that 
if  then  was  ^'  a  spirit  aroused  in  the  North  in 
relation  to  this  sntjjeot,"  that  qiirit  would  en- 
counter another  spirit  in  the  South  Aill  aa  stub- 
bom. 

Mr.  Slacb  again  entered  into  an  argument 
touching  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  State  of 
Virginia,  and  was  about  to  read  a  paper  on  t}ie 
same  subject,  whereupon 

Mr.  "Wiss  inteiposfHl,  and  s^d  that  the  gen- 
tlonan  had  been  discussing  slavery  in  the  South, 
slavery  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  slavery  in  his 
district;  and  he  now  asked  his  colleagues  to 
letire  ^th  him  from  that  haU. 

Ur.  HoLsn  made  the  same  request  to  his 
ooUeagues  fivm  Georgia,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  whole  Southern  delegation  would  re- 
tire. 

Mr.  Objlhtlakd  Joined  in  the  wish. 

Mr.  Bhbtt.  The  whole  of  the  delegation  ci 
South  Carolina  has  already  signed  an  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  KoBEBTSON.  One  remark,  Mr.  Speaker. 

Mr.  8lai>b.   I  daim  the  floor. 

The  Chajb.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Vir^ 
ipnia  rise  to  a  question  of  order? 

Mr.  RoBSBTsoir.  nr.  I  wish  to  make 
«ie  observation. 

Mr.  BEsrr.   I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BoBBBTBON.  I  wish  simply  to  propose 
to  (he  Southwn  delegation- 
Mr.  BasTT.  I  rise  to  a  p<^t  of  order.  The 
question  of  order  is,  whether  the  member  from 
Vermont  has  a  right  to  go  into  the  oonddera- 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Vi^^ia  ?  I  say 
he  has  not ;  and  if  it  is  insisted  upon,  I  request 
the  whole  Southun  delegation  to  go  into  tiie 


room  of  the  Ocnnndttee  for  tiie  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  House  that  he  had 
repeatedly  interposed  when  the  gentleman  frm 
Vermont  had  been  going  into  the  questioD  cf 
slavery  in  the  States.  He  was  not  permitted  to 
give  his  own  opinions,  but  they  mi^ht  readi^ 
be  inferred  by  the  House.  He  felt  it  his  do^ 
to  state,  that  if  it  were  possibly  in  his  porer 
to  allay  excitement,  and  to  prevent  discaadtMD 
of  this  sort,  he  would  do  it. 

Mr.  TuBNBT  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  Sum,  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  paper,  sad 
to  state  what  that  pwer  is. 

Ifr.  Gbaotlabd.  I  olgect  to  the  reading. 

The  Ohaib.  The  gentleman  win  take  Ids 
seat. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  WiQ  it  be  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  take  the  sense  of  the 
House  whether  tiie  member  fivm  Vermont  shaD 
be  permitted  to  proceed  I 

The  Chajb  replied  negatively. 

Mr.  MoKat.  Mr.  Sp^er,  has  not  the  mem- 
ber frt>m  Vermont  been  dedared  oat  of  ordal 

The  Chaib.   He  has. 

Mr.  MoKlt.  Than  has  he  a  right  to  pro- 
ceed? 

The  Chaib;  "So  gentleman  has  nused  thtf 
question. 

Mr.  MoKat.  ^nien,  sir,  I  make  that  qon- 
tioD.  I  ot^ect  to  bis  proceeding.  I  object  to 
his  resuming  his  remarks,  and  I  hope  the  Hooae 
will  not  permit  him. 

The  Cbajb  then,  under  the  rule,  directed  Mr. 
Sladi  to  take  his  seat,  and  pronounced  the  gen- 
tleman out  of  order  for  discussing  the  qoestioD 
of  slavery  in  the  State  of  Vii^inia.  Refeirii^ 
to  the  22d  rule,  the  Chaib  added,  that  the  geo- 
tleman  ooold  no  longer  proceed  withoat  tbt 
leave  of  the  House ;  and  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pound the  question,  when 

Mr.  Slasb  said  he  wished  to  state  the  postioB 
in  which  be  stood.  I  propose,  said  he^  to  read 
a  sin^epaper — 

Mr.  TuBRKT.  I  oltJect  to  the  gentienn^ 
proceeding  at  alL 

The  Chair  sidd  the  rule  was  impersliva 
The  gentleman  could  not  proceed,  under  the 
question  made  by  Mr.  MoKat,  withoot  Jem 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  Sladb.  The  question  now  is,  wbetbff 
it  is  in  order  ibr  me  to  ask  for  the  readio; 
a  paper. 

The  Chair.  The  other  question  is  abo  be- 
fore the  House,  and  must  be  decided  by  its 
vote,  without  debate. 

Mr.  Bladb.  I  ask  if  I  am  out  of  order  wlule 
proceeding  with  the  leave  of  the  Bouse,  gang 
on  for  at  least  twenty  minutes,  and  then  nwrdy 
asking  leave  to  read  a  paper. 

The  Cbaib  states  that  lui  power  to  oonuBeDee 
was  when  the  questi<m  <h  orda  was  made. 
Thereafter,  the  rule  was  Imperative^  direeting 
its  decision  withoat  debate. 

Mr.  Blaio^  (who  was  stiS  on  his  £Mt,)  Mc 
Speaker- 
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The  Ckaib.  The  gentlemait  will  take  his 
seat 

Ur.  Slade  then  pledged  himseli^  if  the  Hoose 
would  permit  him  to  resume,  not  to  discoss  the 
question  of  daverj  in  the  States. 

The  Caant  then  propounded  the  qaestion  to 
the  Hoose  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Aujur  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RsNonBR  moveJtbat  the  House  a^jonrn. 

Mr.  Bljldb  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas  166,  nays 
63. 

Vr.  Caufbku.  then  gave  notice  that  the 
Southern  delegations  were  then  assembled  in 
the  room  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Ckdombia;  and  he  said  he  was  instructed  by 
their  oommittee  to  request  the  attendance  of  dl 
genUonen  representing  sUre-holding  interests 
00  that  floor  unmediat^.* 


IN  SENATE. 

Thcbsdat,  Decern  bet  21. 
Small  2^oU»  and  Shin-plaiter  Currme^  in 
the  IH$triet  of  ColunAia. 

The  bill  to  restrain  the  Issaing  of  small 
notes  in  tlie  District  of  Colombia^  was  taken 
np. 

Ur.  'Wbsqut  saggested  that  thirty  days  would 
he  an  appropriate  period  to  fill  the  blank. 

Mr.  Cu.T  said  that  no  one  more  ardently  de- 
sired the  resumpUon  of  spede  payments  than 
lumself;  bnt  he  doubted  the  ezpedieni^  of 
forcing  the  banks  of  tliis  District  to  resome  at 
a  period  of  nncertainty  as  to  when  tiiose  of  the 
saiTounduig  country  ^ould  adopt  sneh  a  meas- 
nre.  He  had  that  morning  received  news  from 
New  Tork  of  the  resumption  of  another  of 
tbdr  banks,  and  that,  taken  in  conneoMon  with 
information  derived  of  late  from  various  qoar- 
ters,  inspired  him  with  mach  stronger  hopes 
than  ho  had  formerly  entertuned,  that  the 
banks  woald,  at  an  early  day,  return  to  speoie 
payments  throughout  the  country.  With  re- 
gard to  the  bonks  of  this  District,  it  was  ftitile 
to  suppose  that  they  could  attempt  to  pay 
^>ecie,  when  those  with  whom  they  were  so 
inttanUely  connected  did  not  do  so.  He  thought 
the  wisest,  as  well  as  the  most  prudent  step, 
wonld  be  to  postpone  the  matter  to  an  early 
period  in  January — say  first  or  secood  week — 
when  there  might  be  a  similar  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ridunond  Banks. 
Congress  could  then  with  more  certain^  fix  the 
time  when  these  banks  must  resume,  or  Lave 


*TIwib9v*nportglTwmIrft  BMagraakaMon  Meoant 
of  tlt»  moat  disturbing  nonneiit  on  Uie  lubjeot  of  sUrery 
«*tt  nutd*  In  our  CoogiMi,  and  wbleb  oeenpiAd  the  wliola 
d^,  ud  Ud  to  the  mamormble  wcoadoD  from  tbe  hall  of 
BonUi«ra  memben,  to  deltb«rat«  among  themaelraa 
vhat  Una  of  eonduct  It  behooved  them  to  take  In  each  a 
oo^oDctDre.  A  monfbll  and  Intatllgible  aoconnt  of  It  ts 
flna  In  tke  -  Thlrtjr  Ton'  View,"  Vol  It,  Cbx^  81 


their  charters  revoked.  Be  tiionght  it  wrong 
for  Congress  to  legislate  too  hastily  tott  a  people 
under  its  imnwdiate  charge,  without  reference 
to  the  podtion  in  which  tuey  stood  to  their 
neighboring  populaU<Ki,.  As  the  holidays  were 
approaching,  (a  period.  When  Congress  was  not 

{^resumed  to  be  sulgect  to  any  very  grave  l^s- 
atioD,)  he  thought  the  banks  might  be  longer 
indulged,  and  ho  hoped,  therefore,  there  would 
be  little  or  no  opposition  to  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  WmoHT.  The  District  banks  were  never 
authorized  by  tiieir  charters  to  issue  notes  of 
a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.  Now, 
however,  it  had  become  their  habit,  in  common 
with  individuals,*  to  issue  notes  from  twenty- 
five  to  six  and  a  fonrth  cents.  "  Shin-^latton  " 
(a  distinguishing  term,  and  one  he  disliked  as 
much  as  any  one  else)  had  been  necessarily 
used  for  change,  beoaase  the  people  had  in  a 
measure  been  foread  to  do  so^  by  the  suspension 
of  these  banks ;  bnt  this  small  mmey  bariness 
he  believed  was  carried  to  a  greater  extent  in 
this  District  than  in  any  other  porUon  of  our 
country.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, in  his  remarks,  threw  out  the  idea,  that 
the  banks  of  this  District  were  dependent  on 
their  relative  portion  with  those  in  Huyland 
and  Virginia  for  resumption!  Suppose  the 
case  was  reversed,  and  the  Legislatures  of  those 
States  depended  on  the  action  of  Congress  to 
force  the  banks  of  this  District  to  resume,  under 
forfeiture  of  their  charters:  at  what  future 
period  should  we  look  for  so  desirable  a  resnltt 
Hr.  Clat  siud  he  could  see  no  good  reason 
why  Congress  should  not  extend  a  oorrespond- 
iog  courtesy  to  the  IMstrict  banks,  with  diat  of 
Uie  Lepdatures  of  the  several  States  to  thdr 
moneyed  institutioDS. 

With  regard  to  these  small  billB,  immedi- 
ately suppressed,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  There 
was  no  ^ver  to  supply  the  vacuum ;  and  mem- 
bers of  Congrefts  had  found  this  small  money 
veiy  convenient  on  many  occasions.  Haclcmen, 
wuters,  and  others  could  not  be  dispensed  with : 
and  without  this  kind  of  diange,  how  could 
their  services  be  requited?  Ancrther  objection- 
able feature  in  the  bill  was,  that  it  imposed  a 
penalty  alike  on  the  stranger  and  citizen,  for 
the  passage  of  these  bills,  whether  issned  here, 
or  brought  from  abroad.  He  had  in  bis  purse 
notes  from  one  dollar  down  to  six  cents,  origi- 
nadng  in  the  different  places  through  which  be 
had  passed  from  Newport,  Kentnc^,  to  Wash- 
ington city,  in  tiie  District  of  Columbia ;  in  &ot^ 
business  could  not  progress  wiUiont  tiiem. 
And  would  it  not  be  a  legal  impositann  on  a 
stranger  to  pass  this  bill  with  such  provisions  V 
Could  it  be  expected  that  a  stranger  puslng 
through  this  small  space  of  ten  miles  square^ 
could  stop  to  inquire  into  our  laws  ? 

Mr.  Bbnton  objected  to  the  postponement. 
The  argument  was  to  postpone  both  bills — the 
shin-plaster  bill,  and  the  bank  bill, — and  that 
not  to  a  certain  day,  but  indefinitely,  and  until 
a(^oining  States  should  first  act  upon  the  same 
subjects.  Thu  was  the  argument  of  the  Sena- 
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tor  from  Eeutnokj,  (Mr.  Gut.)  Hii  motion 
was  for  a  postponement  nnt»l  the  seocad  Mon- 
iaj  in  January,  but  the  argament  was  for  in< 
dwinite  postponement,  and  for  contii^ent 
action;  and  it  was  evident,  frcon  the  two 
Bpeeobes  jnst  made  by  that  SeoBtor^  (Mr.  Cult,) 
that  if  the  postponement  was  granted,  that  an- 
other wonla  l>e  demanded  when  it  was  ont ;  for 
the  whole  tenor  of  his  two  speeches  was,  that 
the  shin-plasters  were  not  to  be  snppreesed,  nor 
the  bank  in  this  District  required  to  resume, 
until  the  adjacent  States  had  first  led  tiie  way 
in  the  same  work.  Thia  was  Indefinite  post- 
pcmement,  and  contingent  action.  It  was  the 
attempt  to  do  here  precisely*  what  had  been 
e£feoted  by  the  party  opposed  to  resumption  iu 
the  bank  convention  in  New  York ;  it  was  non- 
action I  it  was  to  do  nothing  t  and  get  rid  of 
the  BuUeot  withont  fixing  a  day  I 

Mr.  B.  denied  that  there  was  any  validity  in 
any  cf  the  reasons  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Eentaoky  for  delaying  either  of  the  bills. 
There  was  no  necessity  for  these  filthy  shin- 
plasters.  The  Senators  alone  received  for  their 
compensation  more  bard  money  than  the  Dis- 
tric%  required  for  change.  They  had  received 
all  Uieir  pay  in  gold  and  silver  at  the  called  ses- 
sion, and  they  were  now  receiving  their  pay  in 
bard  money  and  Treasury  notes,*  in  the  propor- 
tion of  two-thirds  hard  money  and  one-tJiird 
Treasury  notes.  This  is  the  manner  in  which 
the  Senate  is  paid,  its  officers  and  all,  and  all  its 
expenses.  He  preanmed  tiie  House  of  Repre- 
aentativee  was  paid  in  the  same  way ;  and  as 
the  expeiiMB  of  the  two  Houses  exceeded  three 
thousand  doHus  a  day,  it  would  follow  that  up- 
wards  of  two  thousand  a  day  in  specie  was 
receivable  by  the  members  and  officers  of  Con- 
gress. This  was  the  duly  supply;  so  that, 
leaving  all  other  sources  <^  aup^y  out  of  the 
question,  Congress  alone  disburaed  vasUy  more 
hard  money  m  the  District  than  its  business 
oonld  absorb,  and  it  was  accordingly  purchased 
up  for  exportation  by  agents  whose  advertise- 
ments ooiud  be  seen  in  every  newspaper. 

Mr.  TiPTox  said  that  he  would  vote  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill,  to  afford 
time  for  us  to  bear  from  the  Le^slatnres  of  the 
States  now  in  searioo.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
issue  and  dronlatifn  of  the  small  tnlla  or  notes, 
&miliarly  called  "  thin-plaaenj'*  and  would  go 
for  fredng  the  people  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia from  that  species  of  trash.  He  also  felt  it 
to  be  Us  duty,  so  far  as  bis  vote  would  go,  to 
oompd  the  banks  of  the  District  to  resnme 
neoie  payments  at  the  time  we  exclude  shin- 
plasters  m}m  circdation  here :  bat  he  would 
not  now  give  a  vote  to  coerce  uie  banks  oi  this 
District  to  pay  ^ecle  at  an  earlier  day  than 
that  at  which  the  lianks  of  the  different  States 
diDoJid  resume  specie  payments. 

Mr.  WmoBT  said  he  Cut  bound  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  postpone; 
when  the  vote  stood : 

Tub.— HesBis.  Black,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  GlaTtoo, 
Cnthbert,  Knight,  McKesn,  Prentiss,  Fnaaa,  Bob* 


[25ni  Gbmo. 

trios,  Rugglee,  Stadfb  of  Indians,  Swift,  TiUinidee, 
and  nptcm— 14. 

Nats. — 'Ueasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bocbmin, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Crittenden,  FoltOD,  Gnmdy,  Eifr 
bard,  Lumpkin,  Lion,  L70Q,  Horrid,  Niles,  Norrdl, 
Rerce,  Roane,  .Robinson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Coniu, 
Strange,  Wtlk^,  Wall,  WMte,  Williams,  Wrigbt,  and 
Young— 27. 

The  bin  underwent  a  long  discnsdon  on  its 
detfuls,  in  which  Messrs.  Wbiobt,  Bxstos, 
HuBBABD,  and  GstnTDT  partidpated. 

On  moti(m  of  Mr.  Hubbabd,  the  blank  in 
the  tiiird  line  was  filled  with  the  10th  of  April, 
so  as  to  make  it  penal  to  issue  notes  of  a  less 
denomination  than  five  dollars,  aft^  that  date. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBKSENTATrVKS. 

Thdbsdat,  December  21. 
Mr.  Patton't  Seaolulion — Abolition  PgUtiont 
to  lis  on  the  T<^le. 

Mr.  Fatton  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fc^w- 
ing  resolution : 

Retolvtd,  That  all  petitions,  memoriala,  and  p^iea^ 
tondiing  the  abolition  of  sUvery,  or  the  ta^in^ 
selling,  or  transferring  of  slaves,  in  any  State,  Dia- 
trict,  or  Tenitory  of  the  United  Sttfea,  be  Ul 
OQ  tbe  table  without  being  debated,  printed,  read,* 
referred,  and  that  no  mther  action  wbaterer  ilaU 
behadtiieieon. 

Mr.  Adamb  objected. 

Mr.  Pattoh  moved  a  suspension  of  the  mk. 

Mr.  CuamcAH  asked  for  the  yeas  and  n^T^ 
which  were  ordered,  and  were — yeas 
nays  80. 

Mr.  pATTOH  aiUd  he  had  offered  this  resohi- 
tion  in  the  spirit  peace  and  hannony.  It 
involves,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  so  &r  as  I  am  oonoaved, 
and  so  for  as  oonoems  some  portion  of  ^ 
representativee  cf  the  dare-holdtng  Statei^  a 
concession ;  a  ooncesraon  which  we  make  iat 
the  sake  of  peace,  harmony,  and  ani<HL  We 
offer  it  in  the  hope  that  it  may  allay,  not  exas- 
perate excitement;  wederire  to  extinguish, at* 
to  kindle  a  fiame  in  the  country.  In  that 
spirit,  sir,  without  saying  ono  word  in  the  way 
of  discussion ;  without  giving  utterance  to  an/ 
of  those  emotions  whiclt  swell  in  my  bosom 
at  the  reooUectiw  of  what  took  |daoe  ban 
yestCTday,  I  ahall  do  what  I  have  never  yet 
done  since  I  bave  been  a  monber  of  this  HoaM^ 
and  whidi  I  have  very  rardy  sustained  wbeo 
done  by  others :  I  move  the  previous  questiM. 

Mr.  Adams  s^d :   Mr.  Speaker,  the  |;eotle- 
man  precedes  his  rescdotion — (Loud  cries 
"Order!  oi^erl'*  frvm  all  parts  of  Um  hsU.) 
Mr.  A.  He  preceded  it  with  rematto-<^  Or- 
der I  order!'') 

The  Chaib  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  out  of  order  to  address  the  House  after  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Adaus.  I  ask  the  Honse— (continued 
cries  of  *'  Order  I "  which  completely  drowned 
the  honorable  member's  voice.) 

Mr.  Adams  then  demanded  tellers  on  the 
Beo(md  to  tiie  previona  ^estion,  which  were 
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ordered;  end  Mr.  OuraoBin  MiiriMippi, 
and  Hr.  Bbiogs  of  Mmewchneetts.  having  Men 
appointed,  the  motion  prerailedf  184  voting 
for  it. 

On  the  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  pat  f "  being  propounded,  there  vere— 
j-eaa  129,  nays  62. 

So  the  main  question  vrai  ordered  to  be  put. 

The  naSjL  question  being  on  agre^ns  to  Uto 
resfdntiw,  was  then  put,  and  dedded  bj : 


Tkas. — Umsis.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Bestt;,  Beime,  Bicknell,  BirdsaU,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
BrodbMd,  Bruyn,  Buchanan,  John  Calhoon,  Cambre- 
leng,  Wm.  B.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Ilmoth;  J. 
Carter,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Casej,  Chapman,  Cheatham, 
CUIey,  Claiborne,  CIcTeland,  Clownoy,  Coles,  Craig, 
Crockett,  Cuahman,  Deberry,  DeOraff,  Dennis,  Drom- 
goole,  Edwards,  Farrington,  Fairfield,  Fry,  Jas.  Gar- 
Mnd,  Janes  Gntbam,  Graotlaod,  Qrares,  Hammond, 
Harlan,  Harrison,  Hawes,  HswUna,  lUynes,  Holsejr, 
Holt,  HopUns,  Howard,  Hubley,  William  H.  Hunter, 
Jabes  Jaduon,  Joseph  Johnson,  Wm.  0.  Johnson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  KUuensmith,  Lawler,  Le- 
gnre,  Logan,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Haltory,  James  H.  Ma- 
son, Italia,  Hauiy,  Hay,  McKa;,  Bobert  HcClellan, 
Abraham  UcOlelbui;  McClnre,  HcKlm,  Heroer,  HiUer, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Moigan,  Samuel  W.  Morris, 
Muhlenberg,  Murray,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pariter,  Pattoo, 
Paynler,  Fennybadcer,  Petrikin,  Fbelps,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prentiss,  Reily,  Rencber,  Robnieon,  AogustEne  H. 
Shepperd,  Cbaries  Shepaird,  Shields,  Snyder,  Sonth- 
nte,  fencer,  Stanly,  Stewart,  Stone,  Tsliaferro, 
'Taylor,  Thompson,  Titus,  Tumey,  Underwood,  Viul, 
Wagener,  Weeks,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whit- 
Oesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wllliai^  Jared  W. 
Williams,  Joseph  L.  miUsms,  C.  H.  mlliuns,  and 
YeU— 122. 

Nats. — ^HesBS.  Alexander,  Heman  Allen,  John 
W.  Allen,  Biddle,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Bronaon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Chaney,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Crans- 
ton, Curtis,  Cushuig,  BarUogton,  Bftviee,  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Erans,  Everett,  Ewlng,  R.  Fletcher,  J.  Fletcher, 
FUbDcm,  Foster,  Goode,  William  Graham,  Grenoell, 
H&ley,  Hall,  Hamer,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man, InriiaiD,  Eilgore,  Leadbetter,  Uncoln,  Marrin, 
fiunson  Mason,  MaxweU,  McEennan,  MUligan,  Matthias 
•MwriStOalvaiy  Morris,  Nurlor.Noyes,  (^le,  Farmen- 
ter,  nttenon,  Fedt,  RiDlIps,  Fotts,  Potter,  Bsriden, 
Randolph,  Reed,  Ridgway,  Rosiell,  Sbefftr,  Sheplor, 
aUey,  Slade,  Smith,  Stratton,  TilUnghaet,  Toland, 
Toooey,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  Elisba  Whit- 
deaey,  and  Yoike— 74. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr,  Aoaus  was  callecl, 
that  gentleman  rose,  and  siud :  "  I  hold  the 
reeolution  to  he  in  violatiou  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States."  (Loud  cries  of  Order  I 
order  I "  from  every  part  of  the  hall.) 

The  Speakbb  said,  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chnsetts  violates  order,  and  must  resume  his  seat. 

Pending  the  question  being  propounded, 

Mr.  DimoAH  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  he  could 
assign  the  reasons  for  the  vote  he  should  give. 

The  Chaib  replied  in  the  n^aUve. 

Mr.  Wm  (vho  had  not  voted)  inquired  of 
the  Cniair  tbe  nde  in  relation  to  a  member  being 
ezenaed  from  voting,  and  at  what  stage  the 
reaaona  for  makine  such  a  request  must  be  made. 

Tbo  Obaib  uid  befbie  a  divi^on  the 


House,  or  before  the  commenoement  of  the 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Wisi  said,  u  he  could  not  assign  his 
reasons  at  length,  he  desired,  at  least,  that  his 
constituents  might  know  that  he  was  present 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution,  oecanse 
it  implied  or  admitted  a  principle  he  denied— 
the  right  to  receive  those  petitions. 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Mr.  Adams  rose, 
aud  moved  that  his  reasons  for  not  voting  on 
the  resolatioD  be  entCTed  <Ht  the  jonnuL  ' 

The  Ohau  Hdd  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  AnAMS  then  notified  hia  request  to  the 
Clerk  to  make  an  entry  oi  hia  motion,  and  that  it 
was  i»onoiuu»d  Iqr  the  Ohair  to  be  out  of  order.} 


us  BBKATE. 

Wednxsoat,  December  27. 

Sianery  «»  th«  Statm,  Territori«$,  and  Dittriet 
of  Columbia — 3ir.  OatAoun't  Setohttiont. 

Mr.  CALBotm  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

1.  Sfolmdt  That  In  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted, 
severally,  as  free,  indmendoit,  and  sovereign  States; 
aud  that  eai^  tor  itsen',  its  own  Toluntwy  assent, 
Altered  the  Unioa  irith  the  view  to  its  increased  te- 
onrity  against  all  dangers,  dome$iie  as  well  as  foreign, 
and  tiie  more  perfect  and  secure  o^oyment  of  its  ad- 
vantages, natoral,  political,  and  sodal. 

S.  Jtaiolwtd,  That  in  delating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  ezetoiBed  bj  the  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exdndve  and  sole 
right  over  tbeir  own  domestM  instftntimit  and  police, 
and  are  alone  respondble  for  them,  and  that  any  in- 
termeddling of  any  one  or  more  States,  or  a  combi- 
nation of  their  citisens,  with  the  domestic  institutions 
and  police  of  tlw  others,  on  any  ground,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatever,  political,  monl,  or  religions,  with 
the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sabverdon,  Is  an  as- 
sumption of  superiori^  not  warranted  by  the  consti- 
tution, insulting  to  the  States  interfered  with,  tend- 
ing to  endaiwer  their  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity, 
subvertive  of  the  objects  tot  which  the  constitution 
was  fcnned,  and,  by  necessary  consequence,  tewMi^ 
to  weaken  and  destroy  the  Union  itself 

8.  Jletolved,  That  this  Government  was  Instituted, 
and  adqrted  by  the  several  States  of  this  Umon,  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  eflbct  the  pew* 
era  wUch  tiiey  had  delegated  by  the  oonsthution  for 
their  mutual  security  and  prosperity ;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this  Govern- 
ment is  bound  so  to  exercise  its  powers  as  to  give, 
as  iar  as  may  be  practicable,  increased  stability  and 
security  to  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  that 
compoaethelTnlon;  and  that  it  Is  the  solemn  duty  of 
the  Goremment  to  resist  all  attempts  by  one  por- 
tion of  the  Union  to  use  it  as  an  instrument  to  attack 
the  domestic  Institutions  of  another,  or  to  weaken 
or  destroy  such  institnti<His,  instead  of  strengthening 
and  upholding  them,  as  it  is  In  doty  bound  to 

4.  AswJtmlThatdomestic  slavery,  as  it  existsln  the 
Southern  and  Western  States  ot  this  Union,  com- 
poses an  important  part  of  their  domestic  histitutions, 
inherited  Aom  thcdr  anoestois,  and  e^sthig  at  the 
adoption  of  the  eonstitnticBi,  lar  wUdi  it  is  recognized 
as  destituting  an  essential  element  in  the  distribu- 
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tloa  of  its  powers  amon^  the  States ;  and  th&t  no 
diuge  of  opinion,  or  feeling,  on  the  pot  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  relaUon  to  U,  canjnstifjr 
tbem  or  their  dtlzena  in  open  and  sjatemitio  attacks 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  a]l 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutual 
and  solemn  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  each  other, 
given  by  the  States,  respectively,  on  entering  into 
5ie  constitutional  compurt,  which  formed  the  Union, 
and  as  such  is  a  nunifest  breach  of  fiutb,  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  moral  and  re* 
ligious. 

K.  Jteaolvei,  That  tlie  iDt«nneddUng  ot  any  State  or 
States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abolish  davery  in  this 
District,  or  any  of  the  Territories,  on  the  ground, 
or  nnder  the  pretext,  that  it  is  immoral  or  sinful ; 
or  the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Congress, 
with  that  view,  would  be  a  direot  and  danmroua 
■ttadk  i»  AeinsdtutinH  cf  all  dwriaye4Kddli«  States. 

6.  Anfvsi.  That  the  anion  these  States  reala  on 
an  equality  of  rights  and  advantages  among  its  mem- 
bers ;  and  ti»t  whatever  destroys  that  equidity,  tends 
to  destroy  the  Union  itself;  and  that  It  is  the  solemn 
duty  of  all,  and  more  espedally  of  this  body,  which 
represents  the  States  in  their  corporate  cqwdty,  to 
resist  all  attanpts  to  discriminate  between  the  States 
fa)  extending  the  boieflts  of  the  Government  to  Ae 
several  portions  of  the  Union ;  and  that  to  refuse 
to  extend  to  the  Soutbem  and  Western  States  any 
sdrantage  vriiich  would  tend  to  strengthoi,  or  render 
tbem  more  secure,  or  increase  their  limits,  or  pop- 
uUtioQ  by  the  annexation  of  new  territory  ot  States, 
on  the  asnuDptiott  or  under  the  pretext  that  the  in- 
stitution of  slavery,  as  it  exists  among  them,  is  im- 
moral, or  rinftil,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  would  be 
contrary  to  that  equality  of  rights  and  advantages 
which  the  constitution  was  intended  to  secure  alike 
to  all  the  members  of  the  Union,  and  would,  in  eflbct, 
disfranchise  the  sUve-holding  States,  irithholidlng&om 
them  the  advantages,  while  it  suftyected  them  to  tiie 
bntthens,  (tf  the  GovemmenL* 

Ifr.  Pnnoir  remarked  that  his  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  snitject  of  the  rescdntlons  were 


*  These  rodatioBi,  and  the  debate  to  wUdi  ther  gave 
rlH,  and  tha  modlflcaUons  which  they  nndanrent,  and  the 
final  vote  npoa  tbem,  owatltate  tbe  moat  Important  pio- 
cpedhig  OB  the  subject  of  Rlarery  which  hu  arer  taken 
I>1m:«  in  Congreaa.  They  -wen  ftuned  to  declare  the  whole 
puwcr  of  Cangresa  upon  tho  subject,  and  were  presented 
for  a  "teat"  vote,  and  oa  theflitoic  "ptaffitrm"  tad  "per- 
manent uCSemtnt"  of  ths  law  on  tbe  slavery  question. 
Tbe  lint  tarn  related  to  the  States,  and  tbe  rights  of  lUTery 
In  tbem  nnder  the  gnarantee  ef  the  eoHUtQtfMi.  Tbo  fifth 
Tdated  to  tbe  Diifriet  «f  OdnnUa,  and  to  tbe  Territory  of 
Florida,  (tbst  being  Ae  only  dave  territery  Oen  In  tbe 
ITnion,)  and  plaoed  tbe  abolition  of  davery  therein  !a  the 
baada  of  Congren,  bnt  forbid  by  high  expedient  reasons. 
Hum  five  retolntlons  irere  adopted,  with  modifloatlons: 
the  sixth  was  rejected,  oa  looking  to  tbe  annexation  of 
Texas,  sad  tending  to  forostall  action  on  that  qnesUon.  Tbe 
Aill  debate,  as  prepared  by  tbe  apeaken  tbemselvea,  toliowi 
after  the  eomnt  report  of  each  dqr'a  prooeadlngi ;  and  wbUo 
the  whfle  debate  peimses  great  Interest,  that  tbe  11th  of 
Aumatr  letdni  the  greatest,  as  ihowing  the  nuanimitr 
of  tbe  apeahert  on  the  Mlaeoarl  CompromUe  Act,  and  eepe- 
efally  llr.  Calhonn^  volontaiy  decUration,  that  he  was  for 
It  St  the  time,  bat  had  stnee  changed  Ms  opinion  oa  aecoont 
ef  tbe  eBoouagament  whidi  tt  gave  the  AbolUfanlata. 


[Sffra  CoML 

in  faH  unison  with  those  of  his  coUeagtie,  (Mr. 
Calhouk,)  but  from  the  simple  rea^ng,  be 
coold  but  gather  the  eentinients  they  contained 
in  an  abstract  form.  Yet  he  would  sorest  the 
propriety  of  some  dday  in  the  action  of  the 
Senate  thereon ;  as  the  re«(dati<His  from  the 
Stttto  of  Vennont,  shortlj'  to  be  offered  by  tbe 
Soiator  llKna  that  Stale,  misht  bring  the  nri:^ 
forward  in  a  more  applict^e  form,  and  aonci* 
pate  the  spirit  and  sratimenta  of  the  rescdntioH 
jtist  offerod.  It  had  been  some  years  dan 
remarked  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  that  the 
time  had  gone  by  when  legislation,  hj  means 
of  resolutions,  wonid  be  snffident  to  meet  tbe 
wishes  of  tbe  country  on  a  subject  so  vitally 
important  He  was  still  of  the  same  opinicw. 
Tbe  settlement  of  mere  abstractions  of  princi- 
ples will  never  answer  the  desired  end.  These 
remarks  he  bad  made  simply  to  renund  the 
Senate  that  it  bad  been  his  mteution,  and  wis 
so  Btill,  to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  some  more 
fordble  and  effiMtiTe  form  at  a  fhtare  day. 

Ur.  OALHomr  <Ud  not  feel  disposed  to  await 
any  action  on  the  Vermont  resolntiauL  He 
was  prepared  to  act  now;  and  as  tiie  reselti- 
ttons  jast  offered  contained  the  whole  ^st 
tbe  matter  at  issue,  he  saw  no  neoesnty  fat 
farther  delay. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 


HOUBfi  OF  REP&ESEKTATIVSS 

WiDintsDAT,  December  27. 
Mittimppi  Flection. 

He  Speaker  said  he  had  had  placed  in  bis 
bands  a  communication  fh>m  Messrs.  8.  S.  Pren- 
tiss and  T.  J.  Wood,  claiminff  seats  as  Bep^^ 
sentativea  tnm  the  State  of  JussisriTOt 

Beferred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 


IN  SENATE. 

TeubsdaT)  Deoemhcr  26. 

Mr,  Calhoun't  Jte$olutums. 

Hr.  Oalhouh  said,  in  calling  np  these  reso- 
latioDS,  it  was  not  his  intention,  at  tbe  present 
time,  to  enter  into  any  discossion  of  their 
merits  or  demerits,  but  merely  to  repd  such 
objections  as  might  be  nrged  against  tbem. 
Tbe  resolutions  spoke  definitely,  and  to  all 
points,  for  themselves.  This  confederacy  cod- 
bis  ted  of  f^  sovereign,  and  inde^ndent  States 
each  vested  with  supreme  and  indinntaUe 
rights  I  Some  there  were,  however,  woo  con- 
sidered this  a  great  National  Repnblicmade 
up  of  individnalB,  wiUi  rights  common  to  aQ; 
of  tiiia  class  might  he  deemed  the  party  termed 
Aboliti(»iiBts,  in  the  North.  It  was  tbe  ol^jett 
of  these  resolntions  to  bring  forward  the  ucta, 
and  display  them  in  their  tme  light  He 
wished  the  deep  ddiberation  of  every  Senate, 
as  he  desired  to  make  the  question,  on  their 
rejection  or  adoption,  a  tett  qoeetion.  ATI 
present,  every  Senator,  without  exo^taon,  had 
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eoofessed  bnnsolf  opposed  to  the  fanatical  doo- 
trixie  of  abolition ;  yet  the  South  had  no  rallj* 
hag  pcdat  on  which  to  stand;  and,  althoagh 
their  measares  were  Justified  by  a  great  portion 
of  the  North,  yet  there  was  among  them 
another  party,  zealots  in  the  cause  of 'Aboli- 
ti<Hi,  ohimine  aloud  under  the  sacred  right  of 
petititm.  Many,  doubtless,  ware  drawn  into 
that  snare,  who,  in  the  first  instance,  were 
AfffMsmzfiM  in  their  viewa.  Whatever  hiight 
be  the  diversity  of  opinion,  of  this  great  coan- 
tcy,  aa  other  pointe,  on  the  matter  now  at  issue 
no  one  could  dis^ee.  These  resolutions,  if 
•dopt^d,  would  present  ground  where  all  could 
stand,  and  express  their  real  opinions  without 
trenching  on  or  affecting  tiie  rigbts  on  other 
points.  With  regard  to  the  right  of  davery, 
iuB  opinion  was  unalterable,  ana  he  held  it  an 
insult  to  have  his  rights  attacked  on  the  ques- 
tion.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take  suffi- 
cient time  to  discuss  calmly  the  subject,  and 
tiiat  each  Senator  would  ezpreaa  his  indindual 
opinion. 

He  ^  not  desire  them  to  pass  by  a  bare 
majority ;  he  wished  them  to  pass  by  a  nuani- 
mons  TOte;  be  that  as  it  might,  however,  he 
would  repeat  wlmt  he  had  before  said,  that  he 
wished  it  to  be  considered  a  teit  que$tion.  If 
these  propositions  were  rejected,  the  Senate 
will  luvo  said  to  the  South  *'  come  here  no 
longer  for  protection ; "  by  such  a  vote  the 
Senate  would  legalize  a  continuance  of  these 
assaults.  If,  on  tbe  contrary,  they  were  adopt- 
ed, it  would  be  a  holy  pledge  of  that  body  to 
protect  it  fhim  farther  aggression ;  bat  if  post^ 
poned  or  eluded,  it  woidd  be  incontrovertible 
evidence  of  the  unwilliogness  of  the  Senate  to 
eiqnreflB  an  opinion ;  and  consequently  must  be 
oonddored  a  silent  aoqulesooioe  in  the  insalts 
offered  to  Southern  rij^ts  and  Southern  feel- 
ings. If  adopted,  they  would  have  a  salutary 
effect  in  tranquillizing  the  public  mind.  He 
looked  to  these  resolutions  to  create  an  awaken- 
ing ^irit  in  the  country  in  favor  of  the  consti- 
totion.  Tbe  idea  that  this  Bepublio  was  made 
up  of  one  great  aggregate  of  individuals,  tended 
to  increase  the  zeal  of  these  fonatics,  and  a 
more  rapid  spread  of  their  doctrines.  The 
remedy  must  be  found  in  Uie  promulgation  of 
opposite  doctrines ;  and  until  this  course  was 
adopted,  we  could  look  for  nothing  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  their  importunities.  When  the 
B^ublio  was  in  danger,  he  must  look  to  State 
Tights^  (the  only  true  conservative  principles,) 
and  on  this  depended  ttie  preservation  of  the 
tlnion;  and  any  other  view  must  prove  fiital  to 
its  peace. 

Mr.  Fbeston  made  a  short  reply.  His  ob- 
jection to  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions 
was,  that  they  allowed  ground  for  discussion ; 
and  that  the  subject  ought  never  to  be  allowed 
to  enter  tlie  halls  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
was  always  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  the 
South.  Again :  what  would  abstract  propo- 
sitions of  uiis  nature  effect?  He  had  them  in 
tho  decalogue,  bat  did  they  prevent  crime  } 


[DnjBtBEB,  1687. 

Mr.  Btillvob  said  that  no  measure  could  be 
conMdered  child's  play  when  wives,  ebildren, 
property,  all  that  was  dear  to  man,  was  at 
stake.  Could  he  bo  otherwise  than  excited 
(said  Mr.  S.)  when  this  subject  is  brought  on 
the  tapis  ?  He  felt  sorry  th^  the  resolutions 
had  been  introduced ;  it  was  true  he  had  been 
consulted,  but  his  mind  had  not  yielded  assent, 
because  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  South  always 
lost  ground  by  discossion,  and  he  wished  to 
avoid  it  from  tbe  very  bottom  of  his  soul. 
When  a  memorial  had  been  presented  from  the 
Grand  Jury  of  this  District,  praying  that  davery 
might  not  be  abolished  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  had  voted  against  tbe  printing 
of  that  memorial,  simply  becanse  he  did  not 
wish  the  question  to  go  before  the  world.  If 
the  North  sets  us  the  example  of  excitement, 
why  did  we  follow  it  1  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  agreed  with  the  whole  spirit  of  the 
resolutions,  but  still  did  not  think  them  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  exigency  of  .the  case.  He 
was  opposed  to  their  postponement,  beomse  it 
would  result  in  a  long  and  protracted  discus- 
sion, in  which  the  Sooth  could  not  fSail  to  be 
the  sufi'erer.  Let  whatever  action  be  had  upon 
them,  on  this  question,  as  in  all  otiiers  of  mag- 
nitude, the  greatest  good  must  result  from  the 
most  speedy  action. 

The  greatest  objection  be  had  to  tho  resoln- 
tions,  was  tbe  danger  of  producing  mischief 
by  the  discussion — ^mischief  by  the  excitement 
that  must  necessarily  be  created  in  dipping  into 
these  disquieting  topics.  The  proper  coarse 
for  tbe  South,  was,  as  he  had  before  observed, 
to  remain  still,  and  pay  no  attention  to  the 
moTementa  of  these  idle  fanatics.  When  these 
abolition  movements  came  from  a  high^  source, 
he  would  point  to  the  constitution,  and  that 
under  that  instrument  our  possessions  are  guar- 
anteed. Vermont  he  thought  had  degraded 
herself  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
(which  on  a  former  occasion,  had  been  read  in 
the  Senate,)  and  by  the  presentation  of  them 
to  this  bodyj  had  forfeited  her  claims  to  respect. 
He  was  willmg  to  believe  that  a  majority  of 
her  citizens  were  opposed  to  their  adoption, 
and  that  by  some  fatuitous  circumstances,  her 
Legislature  had  become  momentarily  fiiled  with 
abolitionists  1  He  hoped,  for  her  everlasting 
crodit,  that  tbe  result  of  her  earliest  deliboa- 
tions  would  be  to  retrace  her  st^  and  retract 
the  odious  document  directed  to  be  presented. 
He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  voting  against  the 
reoeptiim  of  all  petitions;  memorials,  or  res(^u- 
tions,  (come  fn>m  whatever  quarter,)  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  Swnnr  said  he  had  observed,  that  un- 
pleasant allusions  had  been  made  to  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  offered,  and  improper  reflec- 
tion b  passed  upon  the  State  of  Vermont^  He 
trusted  gentiemen  would  forbear  any  further 
allusions,  either  to  the  documents  or  the  State 
from  which  they  emanated,  during  tho  present 
discussion,  and  which  was  manifestly  on  a 
different  au^ect.  He  thought  it  would  be  time 
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enough  when  the  memorial  from  his  State 
Bhould  be  broaght  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  s^d  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Stbahok)  was  aTerse  to  the  dis- 
oossion  of  this  snbjeot;  so  was  eveiT  cae  else; 
bnt  he  ought  to  pritaek  that  to  the  aboUtaonists, 
not  to  the  defenders  of  the  soTerdsntj  of  the 
States.  Was  It  not  better  to  meet  the  question 
a.  little  offensively  than  not  to  meet  it  at  all  ? 
"With  regard  to  the  doctrines  of  the  constitu- 
tion, all  might  be  well  acqaainted  with  them ; 
and  yet  how  were  thej  observed  t  Was  the 
South  to  sit  still  and  see  the  constitution  trodden 
nnder  foot,  and  its  principles  assailed  t  "Would 
it  not  be  better  to  try  and  rally  around  that 
body  all  who  were  orthodox  in  their  political 
adherence?  liook  to  the  alien  and  sedition 
law.  Was  that  odioos  measure  defeated  by 
ritting  still,  and  quoting  the  authority  of  the 
constitution  t  Was  it  not  rather  by  a  series  of 
brief,  summary,  and  abstract  resolntionaf  By 
that  straight-forward,  manly  course  we  would 
protect  our  own  rights,  and  at  the  same  time 
diow  that  it  was  our  aim  to  defend  to  the  last 
the  charter  handed  down  to  us  by  oar  forefit- 
tilers.  He  wished  these  resolutions  by  no  means 
to  be  conadered  as  strictly  a  Sonthem  meas- 
ure. He  hoped  that  the  vote  that  would  be 
ffWen  upon  them,  would  be  a  Northern  and 
Western,  as  well  as  Southern  vote. 

The  qaestion  was  taken  on  the  postponement, 
and  carried. 


Fbidat,  December  29. 
Hr.  WxBSTEB  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

iSbvtfry— Jfr.  Morriit  Saoltttiom,  counter  to 
Mr.  CaVioun't. 

Ur.  Morris  offered  emae  resolntiona,  remark- 
ing that  he  had  prepared  them  by  way  of 
amendment  to  those  offered  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Oalhock.) 
In  drafting  them  he  had,  as  far  as  his  own  opin- 
ion would  permit,  followed  the  text  of  those 
to  which  he  had  alluded,  yet  with  variations 
calculated,  in  his  view,  to  protect  the  right  of 
petition,  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  liberfy 
of  the  press. 

In  offering  the  resolntions,  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  Gurolma  had  thrown  the  ghts^  and  with 
expressions  of  trinm^  averted  that  none  in 
the  Smate  conld  vote,  in  his  opinion,  against  his 
TlewB.  He,  however,  dared  to  enter  the  lists 
idngle-handed,  and  engage  with  him. 

Mr.  Oalhoun  had  expressed  his  hopes  that 
his  proposition  would  meet  with  general  favor 
from  the  Senate.  He  had  expected  some  trifling 
opposition,  bnt  nothing  in  the  lig^tof  the  pres- 
ent movement  It  was,  however,  now  decided 
that  no  concession  or  sacrifice  would  satiaTy  the 

S position.  We  bad  here  a  fair'  specimen  of 
s 'doctrine  in  full  color.  Yea,  here  was  dis- 
played the  absolute  creed  of  the  abolitionists, 
ihlly  developed;  and  from  this  he  had  little 
hope  that  his  deure  to  promote  the  bamumy 


of  the  Union  would  be  gratified.    He,  however, 
sternly  denied  throoghont  the  ohaives  Iwoi^it 
agunat  him  by  the  gentleman  who  nad  owed 
the  rosolations. 
A  inoti(m  to  print  was  then  agreed  to. 


WnnnsDAT,  January  S. 

JA*.  CaVumn'e  Seaohttiont. 

Mr.  Gax-houit  said  he  did  not  rise  with  a  view 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  doctrines  in  the 
resolutions,  but  to  repel  the  ground  assumed  by 
those  opposed  to  them  in  their  peculiar  regard 
for  freedom  of  speech,  freedom  of  the  press,  and 
the  aaered  right  of  petition.  His  chief  object  in 
urging  an  early  action  was,  that  the  ground 
taken  by  tiieee  resolutiona  was  distinctly  differ- 
ent from  that  assumed  by  the  other  nde ;  and 
his  main  wish  in  asking  that  the  reaolutioni 
from  Yermont  might  be  postponed,  was  a  de- 
sire to  meet  them  m  a  manner  wlticQi  he  deem- 
ed most  consonant  with  the  duties  he  owed  to 
ti>e  Sonth  as  an  individnal,  and  the  relation  he 
bore  to  the  country  as  a  firm  and  nnflinching 
supporter  of  the  TJnion.  He  had  remarked  ik 
the  time  the  Vermont  resolutions  were  pre- 
sented, that  if  no  other  member  called  them 
up,  he  pigged  himself  to  do  so.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  Had  consulted  his  own  mind  as  to  the 
best  mode  of  meeting  the  momentous  snbjec^ 
,and  had  come  to  the  fixed  conclusion  that  the 
'resolutions  he  had  presented  were  the  best  cal- 
culated to  fix  the  ground  on  which  aU  codld 
meet,  and  dispasriooatelT  and  rinoerely  eoiunlt 
Uie  interests  of  the  whola  The  resolntknt 
frcm  Yermont  wwe  to  have  been  presented  to- 
morrow ;  and  bad  he  retuned  hia  fomiar  otnn* 
ion,  he  wonld  have  voted  against  th^  rec^ 
tion ;  but  they,  coming  from  a  sovereign  StaU^ 
(and  being  himself  the  advocate  of  State  rights^ 
he  should  nrge  a  free  and  Aill  discosoon 
ceming  them,  as  having  a  h^her  claim  thaa 
the  petitions  of  infatuated  individuals.  As  an 
advocate  of  State  rights,  he  wonld  not  fed  him- 
self bound  to  vote  against  hearing  these  resi^- 
tions,  but  as  a  Southern  man,  feeling  his  dearest 
privileges  so  dangerously  assfuled,  he  could  not 
vote  for  their  reception.  Thus  trammelled  as 
ho  was,  he  felt  unwilling  to  leave  the  fic^d,  and 
in  order  to  obtain  a  ri^t  to  present  his  ova 
views,  he  had  prepared  these  resolntions  as  best 
adapted  for  the  purpose,  by  presenting  an  an* 
tagraiiat  coarse.  Bu  wish  was  to  test  the  o- 
tire  strength  of  the  Senate  on  the  snbjeet,  and 
to  dedde  whether  any  neutral  gronnd  could  be 
adopted,  on  which  to  rally,  and  check  this  dan- 
gerous and  fatal  doctrine.  It  was  the  one  and 
the  0tity  one,  as  he  before  observed,  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  endanger  the  Union,  and  this  al- 
ready had  force  enough  to  shake  our  political 
system  to  its  very  centre.  On  one  ude,  there 
was  a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  Kortb,  who 
assert  and  mfuntun  that  our  domestic  iosUto- 
tions  are  sinful  and  immoral.  On  the  other  wa 
claim  onr  institati(ms  as  secured  to  us  ondw 
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the  oonstitutioD,  which  we  will  not  mSer  them 
to  interfere  with,  and  there  was  t^e  point  at 
inne. 

Hr.  IfoBBis  asked  to  take  the  vote  on  each 
Beparate  amendment.  The  resolutions  in  them- 
eelves  were,  to  hia  mind,  broad,  sweeping,  and 
dennnciatory.  liVhat  was  the  object  of  these 
resolntioniit  Was  it  not  that  a  free  dlscnsmon 
OD  an  important  qaestion  should  not  only  be 
discountenanced,  bnt  nienced  hj  a  vote  of  that 
bodj?  They  were  partialin  their  bearing,  speak- 
ing on  one  side,  and  not  on  the  other.  Mr.  K, 
for  one,  did  not  believe  that  Sonthem  rights 
existed  antagonistic  to  those  of  any  other  por- 
tion. Why  talk  of  attacks  on  Soathem  inter- 
ests and  Sonthem  feelings  ?  Bnch  sentiments 
might  lead  to  geowapbical  distinctions,  bnt 
oomd  never  l^ad  to  tiie  peaoe  and  happiness  of 
the  whole  ooontry.  Mr.  H,  professea  himself 
a  State  rights  man,  ond  had  as  hirii  a  devotion 
to  the  Vmon  as  any  one ;  bnt  he  aid  not  agree 
with  the  views  of  the  Senator,  that  this  Repab- 
Uo  was  a  Confederacy  of  separate  and  inde- 
I>endent  States.  Be  craindered  the  oonstitu- 
tion  to  be  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  united 
voice  of  the  people.  Hr.  M.  wished  to  know 
what  the  Senator  from  Soath  Carolina  meant 
by  intwfering  with  domestic  policy  f  "Wonld 
that  gentleman  contend  that  becaose  he  (Hr. 
U.)  talked  of  slavery  in  the  abstract  as  a  moral 
rin,  that  he  shonld  have  his  rights  abridged  f 
Freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press,  and  the  sacred 
right  of  petition,  were  aU  sought  to  be  put 
down  at  one  fell  swoop.  If  we  coald  not  meet 
tofjether  and  disooss  subjects  and  compare  con- 
ditions with  others,  for  evil  or  for  good,  we 
should,  instead  of  pn^ressing  in  onr  high  des- 
tiny^ retrograde,  and  be  the  merest  ciphers. 

Mr.  Auix  soggested  that  it  might  be  as  well 
to  strike  oat  the  word  reliffitnuj  as  all  discns- 
sions  in  relation  to  it  were,  in  his  opinion,  im- 
proper and  not  called  for. 

Mr.  Calhouk  sud  that  the  whole  spirit  of 
the  resolution  hinged  upon  that  word. 

Hr.  MoKBis  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  moral  or  rel^ions on  which  he  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

ICr.  PsistoN  thought  the  difficulty  might  be 
obviated  by  letting  the  resolution  read,  "  under 
anj  pretence  whatever," 

Mr.  Oaldotth  olfjeoted.  This  spirit  of  aboli- 
tion was  nothing  more  than  tbnt  fanaticism 
that  had  carried  thonsands  of  victims  to  the 
■take.  What  aroused  that  demoniacal  spirit, 
hat  the  opinion  that  the  fiuth  of  one  man  was 
criminal  in  the^sight  of  another.  Here  the 
same  spirit  was  attempted  to  be  revived,  nnder 
the  name  of  abolition,  and  he  trusted  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  nation  to  put  it  down.  It 
was  imposuble  for  him  to  consent  to  the  sng- 
gestion  of  his  colleague.  The  South  had  been 
aaswled  upon  the  principle  that  slavery  was 
wicked  and  immoral]  and  could  we  meet  it 
with  such  a  milk-^d-water  measure,  as  that 
**  wtder  anv  pretext  wiatner"  whioh,  to  his 
mind,  was  aepriviDg  it  of  its  very  essenoe. 


Mr.  BocHANAM  would  express  his  opinion  as 
firmly  and  decidedly  aa  any  man,  in  nlation  to 
the  snl^eot;  not  wishing  to  exdte  pr^udioes 
in  the  ndnds  of  any,  he  thon^t  the  reauatdon 
quite  as  strmg  with  the  modification  as  with- 
out it. 

Mr.  AixxK  was  unwilling  that  there  should 
be  any  allusion  to  religion  in  any  way  what- 
ever ;  it  was  not  a  subject  for  discussion  in 
the  Legislatures  of  States  or  in  the  Senate; 
it  was  a  matter  left  entirely  to  the  citiien  him- 
self. 

Hr.  YoTmo  thought  nothing  short  of  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
wonld  have  the  desired  effect.  He  had  many 
friends  in  Illinois,  who  were  decided  Abolition- 
ists, with  whom  he  had  reasoned  on  tiie  danger 
of  th^  eonrae  to  the  Union,  to  whi(^  all  were 
attached ;  but  with  them  it  was  conMdered  a 
religions  dn^  Ihey  had  to  perform ;  and  henoe 
was  of  opinion  that  the  provinon  on^  not  to 
be  stricken  oat. 

Mr.  Batabd  took  a  constitutional  view  of 
the  question ;  and,  though  he  denounced  the 
roirit  of  abolition  as  dangerous  and  wicked  in 
the  extreme,  yet  he  did  not  feel  himself  author- 
ized to  vote  for  the  resolutions.  If  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  them  was  correct,  then  nul- 
lification was  correct;  and,  if  passed,  might 
hereafter  be  appealed  to  as  a  precedent  in  favor 
of  that  doctrine, 

Mr.  Calhoun  wished  merely  to  oover  the 
common  creed  of  the  State  rights  party,  and  he 
had  f^>pealed  to  gentlemen  directly  antagonists 
to  him,  that  If  they  saw  any  thing  in  the  reso- 
lutions at  all  savoring  of  what  had  bewi  siw- 
gested  by  the  Senator,  he  would  immediatuy 
pass  his  pen  through  it. 

Hr.  LuHPKiN  was  in  favor  of  the  resolutions, 
and  retaining  them  as  orinnally  drafted  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  still  believ- 
ed that  there  were  a  very  large  portion  of  the 
North  sincerely  attached  to  the  Union,  and  bad 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  these  misduevoos  pro- 
ceedings. 

On  Mr.  HoBBis's  motion  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  moral  and  relijpous,"  there  appeared— 
yeas  14,  i^^ys  SI. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  re»> 
<^utionj^and  carried,— yeas  81,  nays  18. 

lb.  Webstib  admitted  the  necessity  of  stmie 
definite  action  on  the  saltject  on  the  part  ot 
Congress;  but  his  objeotim  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolutions  now  under  consideration  was 
based  solely  on  the  belief  that  they  were  at  va- 
riance with  the  correct  interpretation  of  the 
constitution.  Though  the  States  might  have 
certain  vested  rights,  yet  they  were  such  as 
were  strictly  of  a  local  nature,  and  limited  in 
their  extent  to  strict  compliance  with  constitu- 
tional provisions. 

If  the  resolutions  set  forth  that  all  domestic 
institutions,  except  so  far  as  the  constitution 
might  interfere,  and  any  intermeddliug  there- 
with by  a  State  or  in^vidual,  was  contrary  to 
the  spirit  of  the  confederacy,  and  was  thenbj 
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filial  and  ni^nst  he  would  gin  them  his 
hearty  and  cheerfal  sapport. 

The  OonfederacT'  oomd  never  have  existed 
withoat  this  preTailing  power  of  the  oonstitu- 
tion,  and  cootd  no  longer  exist  withont  its  con- 
tinoance.  It  was  difficult  to  define  what  do- 
mestic institntions  were  withoat  the  pale  of  the 
constitution.  Judicature  was  one  of  the  class, 
and  so  with  commerce,  except  inasmuch  as  the 
making  of  treaties  was  concerned.  Yet  it  was 
not  so  as  regards  slavery.  It  was  the  express 
power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  importaUon 
of  slaves,  thongh  tbe  institution  was  in  itself 
guaranteed  bj  tbe  oonstitution. 

If  the  resolutions  could  be  modified  to  meet 
the  constitntioiul  requlfdtions,  asserting  that 
the  eonstltation  permitted  slaveir,  and  pro- 
tected the  institatiM),  be  would  then  vote  for 
than.  An  assertion  here  that  the  constitution 
cannot  meddle  with  domestio  instatntions,  if 
^iported,  utterly  derives  it  of  power  or 

Hi,  Calhoun  assumed  that  there  were  now 
many  institutions  so  far  domestic  as  to  be 
wholly  within  tbe  control  of  States  wherein 
they  existed.  Such  was  negro  slavery.  The 
gentleman's  views  evidently  differed  materially 
from  his.  No  one  could  support  an  argnment 
against  his  views  respecting  slavery.  Be  could 
name  a  long  catalogne  of  instituUons  controlled 
wholly  by  States  on  the  same  ground.  He 
would  not,  in  establishing  sach  control,  inquire 
ai^  mark  out  the  dividii^  Hne  of  pnUio  opin- 
ion in  the  premises.  It  was  aUke  the  sacred 
right  of  all,  whether  of  the  North  or  South. 
These  righto,  were  institutions  growing  out  of 
tbe  omstitotioD,  and  which  must  he  maintain- 
ed, and  coold  never  be  meddled  with  by  others, 
but  with  the  greatest  danger  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. 

Hr.  Webstbb  inferred  from  the  gentleman's 
ailment,  that  the  question  was  not  whether 
there  were  not  some  domestic  institutions  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  constitution,  but  it  claims 
that  all  such  were  l>eyond  its  control. 

Mr.  OiLHomr  had  no  objection  to  striking 
out  aU  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Ibusaehnsetts. 

Hr.  UoBBia  moved  to  sMke  ont  oertain 
words  in  the  second  resolution ;  lost — yeas  12, 
nays  82. 

Hr.  SouTUABD  objected  to  farther  amend- 
ment There  was  now  nothing  left  of  the 
second  resolution  but  umply  a  declaration  that 
the  States  "  have  just  what  righto  they  have." 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
tbe  second  resolution,  and  carriedr— yeas  81, 
na^  9. 


Feidat,  January  6. 

JHtturbaneee  on  the  Korikem  FroiUier. 

The  OuiB  oommmdoated  the  fallowing 
Message  from  tbe  Fnaident  of  the  United 
States: 


[2Sni  Com. 

TothASwaUand 

Houm  of  RepretetUaUim  of  (he  VmUd  EiaUx : 

Becent  experience  on  the  eoutfaem  boilndary  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  events  now  daily 
ring  on  our  nortbem  frontier,  have  abundanUy  tbowt 
that  tbe  existing  laws  are  insoffident  to  guard  ag^nst 
hostile  {nvadon,  from  the  United  States,  of  tbe  t«o> 
tory  of  friendly  and  ndghboring  mUam. 

The  laws  In  force  proride  snfflcient  pnaMes  fir 
the  poiushment  of  such  offences,  after  they  htn 
been  committed,  and  provided  the  partiea  can  be 
found ;  but  tbe  Executive  is  poweriess  in  manv  cues 
to  prevent  the  conunisdon  of  them,  even  when  in 
poascsaion  oi  ample  evidence  4^  an  intentioo  en 
tbepait  of  evU-d^Msed  persons  to  violate  our  ten. 

Tour  attention  is  called  to  this  defect  in  our  l^is- 
lation.  It  is  ai^Mrent  that  the  Executive  oi^t  to 
be  clothed  with  adequate  power  effectuaUj  to  reetrein 
all  persons  within  our  jurisdiction  from  the  coounis- 
sion  of  acts  of  this  character.  Iliey  tend  to  dlstarb 
the  peace  of  tbe  country,  and  ineviublj  involTe  the 
Government  in  perplexing  controversies  wHh  fbrucn 

C>wer8.  I  recommend  a  careful  revisioD  of  aU  uie 
ws  DOW  in  force,  and  sudi  additional  eoactzneDts  as 
may  be  necesary  to  vest  in  the  Executive  fall  power 
to  prevent  l^juriea  bdng  inflicted  upon  negbboring 
nations  by  the  unauthorized  and  unlawful  acts  of 
citizens  of  tbe  Uidted  Slates,  or  of  other  penoos 
who  may  be  witldn  our  jurisdiction,  and  sBtfeette 
our  control. 

In  illustration  of  these  vlewa^  and  to  diow  the 
necessity  of  an  early  action  on  the  part  of  Cot^rea, 
I  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  recdved  Irom 
the  Marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  New  Totk, 
who  had  been  directed  to  repux  to  the  frontier,  and 
take  all  authorized  measures  to  seeoie  the  fai^ifid 
execution  of  existing  laws. 

"WASniKoros,  January  5, 16S8. 

Hr.  Clat  rose  to  express  his  full  convictioi 
of  the  necesdty  of  some  early  action  on  tlus 
important  subject.  No  spectacle  could  be  more 
revolting  to  the  feelings  of  a  free  pet^le,  thaa 
a  war  either  among  themselves  or  with  another 
country.  The  views  of  the  Executive  met  his 
highest  approbation,  but  it  was  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  examine,  and,  if  the  existiiw  laws 
were  not  adequate  to  prevent  the  alleged  inte^ 
ferenoe  of  our  citizens,  others  should  be  forth- 
with enacted  tor  the  ftill  accomplistunait  sa 
object  so  derirable.  Hr.  0.  aaverted,  in  con- 
nection, to  the  vexatious  and  unsettied  stote 
our  Northern  boundary,  which  state  of  tbinp 
tended  to  increase  the  danger  which  now 
threatened  us. 

If  the  people  of  this  country  chooao  to  re- 
nounce their  cltizenf^ip,  it  was  perbi^)8  allow- 
able ;  but  any  interference  wit^  a  rebeJli<»  in 
a  country  w^ith  which  we  were  at  peace,  shonld 
meet  the  earliest  attention  of  our  Govenuovit 
We  might,  as  citizens,  freely,  and  in  any  man- 
ner we  thought  proper,  express  our  sympa&aa 
with  either  belligerent  party,  bnt  in  no  ease 
lend  them  tud  or  cotmtenance. 

He  hoped  that  to  whatever  committee  tbe 
snbjeot  might  be  referred,  they  would  examine 
whether  or  not  tiie  action  of  our  citizens  hsil 
not  been  limited  to  lome  disputed  tenitoiy,  or 
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whether  a^nE^  mamtiona  of  war,  or  snpplies, 
had  been  fhniished,  and  which,  if  proToa  trne, 
anoh  oonduct  must  be  viewed  b;^  Govemmeat 
as  in  the  highest  dwree  reprehensible. 

Mr.  Oalbovs  haa  fblt  from  the  hegimung  of 
the  troables  in  Canada  the  greatest  anxietj, 
and  a  fear  that  it  might  renilt  in  difficulties  to 
this  oonntiT.  He  h^ted  tiie  existing  laws,  pro- 
hibiting the  interference  of  onr  citizen^  would 
be  rigidly  enforoed ;  and  if,  on  examinatioD, 
they  shoold  be  found  insnffloient  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  case,  that  new  ones  wotild  be 
speedily  enacted.  He  wotild  set  forth  in  the 
strongMt  light  tiie  terrible  conseqaences  of  a 
war  with  Great  Britiun  at  the  present  time. 
Ho  mged  in  the  most  emphatic  manner,  the 
necessity  of  clothing  the  Exeontive  with  all 
needful  additional  power,  if  the  laws  in  force 
were  in  this  respect  too  limited.  He  moved 
the  reference  to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
BeladoDs. 

After  aome  remarka  by  Ur.  Bomni  in  &Tor 
of  the  motion  to  commit,  the  docmnents  were 
referred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Fwdgn  Kdations. 


nOUSK  OF  BEPRESEKTATIVES. 

II0BDA.T,  January  8. 
Mmags  /rom  the  Prmdmt — BrituK  Imcuum 

0/ American  Soil— Attack  on  ths  CotoUtu. 

The  following  Hessage,  in  writing,  was  re- 
cured  from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

7h  the  S«nate  and 

HouM  of  Bepreaeniative*,  United  Statet : 

In  the  highly  exdted  state  .of  feeling  on  the 
northern  frontier,  occasioned  by  the  distartMmcea  in 
Canada,  ft  was  to  be  apprehended  that  cstues  of 
CMoplaint  might  arise  on  the  line  dividing  the  United 
States  from  her  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions.  Every 
precaution  was  therefore  taken  on  oar  part  authorized 
by  tbe  existing  laws,  and  as  the  troops  of  the  pror- 
fnoes  were  embodied  on  the  Canadian  tide,  it  was 
hoped  that  no  serions  vfdatiw  of  the  rights  of  the 
United  States  would  be  permitted  to  occur.  I  regret, 
however,  to  inform  you  that  an  outrage  of  a  most 
aggnvated  character  has  been  committed,  accom- 
panied by  a  hostile  though  temporary  invasion  of  our 
territory,  produdns  the  strongest  feelings  of  resent- 
ment on  the  part  of  our  dttzens  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  in  the  whole  border  line,  and  that  the  excitement 
weviously  ezisUiu  has  been  alannin^y  increased. 
To  guard  against  rae  poarible  recurrence  of  any  simi- 
lar act,  I  have  thought  it  indispensable  to  call  out  a 
pntion  of  the  miliuia  to  be  posted  on  that  frontier. 
The  documents  herewiUt  presented  to  Congress,  show 
the  ofaaracter  of  the  outrage  oommitted,  tlie  measures 
taken  in  consequenoa  of  its  occurrence,  and  the  no- 
eessity  for  resorting  to  them. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  tfae  sulyect  was  immedi- 
aldy  bcooi^t  to  the  notice  of  tfae  British  minister 
aeoedited  to  tUa  country,  and  tbe  proper  steps  taken 
on  onr  part  to  obtain  ^e  fVilleet  mformaUon  of  all 
tbe  circumstances  leading  to  and  attendant  upon  the 
transaction,  preparatory  to  a  denund  for  repara- 
tion. I  adc  sucfa  ^>propriations  as  the  orcumstanoes 
in  which  our  country  is  thus  unexpectedly  plaeed 
require.  K  TAX  Bulwlf . 

WtfHniatoH,  Jan.  8,  1888. 
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Mr.  Jtofftn  to  the  Pntideni. 

BurrALO,  Dec.  80,  1887. 
Sn  :  Onr  whole  frontier  is  in  oonunotion,  and  I 
fear  it  will  be  difiBcult  to  restnun  our  dtisens  from 
revengbg,  by  a  resort  to  anna,  tUs  fl^rant  invarim 
<tf  onr  tcmtwy.  Every  thing  that  can  be  d«ie  win 
be  by  the  pnbUc  authorities  to  prevent  so  iinutUdons 
a  movement.  The  respective  dierifb  of  Erie  and 
Niagara  hAve  taken  the  respoudbility  of  calling  oat 
the  militia,  to  guard  the  mB^kat,  and  prevent  any 
further  depredations. 
I  am,  dr,  witii  mat  conrideration, 

Tour  obeiUent  servant, 

H.  W.  ROOKBS, 
Mstrict  Attorney  for  Erie  ooud^. 

Bran  or  Niw  Tore,  Ifiagara  county,  w. 

Oilman  A|^leby,  of  tbe  dty  of  Buf&lo,  being 
sworn,  says,  that  be  left  tfae  p<»i  of  Bu&lo  <ni  tbe 
nHMning  of  the  2Hh  instant.  In  the  steamboat  Cuo- 
line,  owned  by  William  Wells,  of  Bu^o,  and  bound 
for  SchlosBer,  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Niagara  River, 
and  within  the  United  States.  That  this  deponent 
commanded  the  sud  Caroline,  and  that  she  was 
deared  from  Buflklo  with  a  view  to  run  between  said 
BuflUo  and  Scfatoaser ,  carry  passeageta,  f^-eight,  etc. 
That  this  d^xment  cansed  ttie  a^  Oan^  to  be 
landed  at  Blai^  Rock,  on  her  way  down ;  and  that, 
while  at  Black  Rock,  Uila  d^Mment  caused  tiie  Amer- 
ican flag  to  be  run  up ;  and  that,  soon  after  leaving 
Black  Rock  harbor,  a  volley  of  musketry  was  dis- 
charged at  the  Cardine  from  the  Canada  shore,  but 
withont  injury.  That  tbe  aidd  Candlne  oootinQed 
her  course  down  tbe  Niagara  Kver  unmolested,  and 
lauded  outdde  of  certain  scows  or  boats  attadied  to 
Nary  Island,  where  a  number  of  pasaengers  diaem- 
bariced,  and,  as  this  deponent  supposes,  certain  arti- 
cles of  freight  were  landed.  Toot  from  this  point 
the  Caroline  ran  to  Schloeser,  arriving  there  at  three 
o'dodc  in  the  afternoon ;  that,  between  this  time  and 
dark,  tbe  Caroline  made  two  trips  to  Navy  Isknd, 
lauding  as  before.  That,  at  about  six  o'dodc  hi  the 
evening,  this  deponent  cansed  tbe  said  Caroline  to 
be  landed  at  Schlosser,  and  made  fast  with  dtains  to 
tbe  dock  at  that  place.  That  the  crew  and  offlears 
of  the  Caroline  numbered  ten,  and  that,  in  the  oonrse 
of  tbe  evening,  twenty-three  mdividuals,  all  of  whom 
were  dtixens  of  the  United  States,  came  on  board  <^ 
the  OaroUn&  and  requeued  thfs  deponent  and  other 
officers  of  tlM  boat  to  permit  them  to  remain  on 
board  during  the  ni^t,  as  tbey  were  unable  to  get 
lodgings  at  the  tavern  near  by ;  these  requests  were 
acceded  tO)  and  the  persons  thus  coming  on  board 
retired  to  rest,  as  did  also  all  of  the  crew  and  officers 
the  Caroline,  except  such  as  were  stationed  to 
watdi  during  the  nighc  That  about  midnight,  this 
deponent  was  informed  by  one  of  the  watch  that 
several  boats  filled  with  men  were  making  towards 
tiie  OaroUne  from  tfae  river,  and  this  deponent  im- 
mediately gave  the  alarm,  and  before  he  was  able 
to  reach  tbe  deck  tbe  Caroline  was  boarded  by  some 
seventy  or  eighty  men,  all  of  whom  were  armed. 
That  they  immediatdy  commenced  a  warfare  with 
muskets,  swtmla,  and  cutlasses,  upon  tbe  defence- 
less crew  and  pBSsengers  of  the  woUne,  under  a 
fierce  ciy  of  "G—dduna  them,  A  tbem  no  quar- 
ters; kill  every  man;  fire!  fire  1"  That  the  Caro* 
line  was  abandoned  without  re^stance,  and  the 
only  effort  made  by  dther  tbe  crew  or  passengers 
seemed  to  be  to  eacape  alaugfater.  That  this  depo- 
nent naiTowly  escaped;  having  recdved  sevwal 
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mxmda,  none  of  iriueh,  howtfer,  an  of  a  aeriooB 
duncter.  That  itniiMdlately  after  tbe  OaroUne 
fdl  into  tbe  hands  of  the  anned  f<»oe  who  boarded 
Im,  she  was  aet  on  fire,  cut  looae  from  the  dock, 
vas  towed  into  the  current  of  the  river,  there  ahan- 
doned,  and  soon  after  descended  tbe  Niagara  Falls ; 
ttuit  thia  deponent  baa  made  vigilant  search  after  the 
individuals,  thirty-three  in  niunber,  who  aie  known 
to  have  been  on  the  Caroline  at  tbe  time  the  was 
boarded,  and  twenty-one  only  are  to  he  found,  one 
of  whom,  to  wit,  Amoe  Durfee,  of  Buffido,  was  found 
dead  upon  the  dock,  having  received  a  shot  from  a 
musket,  the  ball  of  which  penetrated  the  back  part 
of  the  head,  and  came  out  at  the  forehead,  James 
H.  Ebg  and  Captain  C.  F.  Harding  were  seriously, 
thou^  not  moitally  wounded.  Several  others  re- 
ceived digbt  wonnds.  Tbe  twehre  'individaals  who 
are  miiriiig,  this  deptmeut  haa  no  doubt  were  eiUwr 
murdered  upon  the  steamboat,  or  found  a  watery 
grave  in  the  cataract  of  the  falls.  And  this  depo- 
nent iUrther  eays,  that  immediately  after  tbe  Caro- 
line was  got  into  the  current  of  the  stream  and  aban- 
doned, as  before  stated,  beacon  lights  were  discov- 
ered Qpon  the  Canada  shore,  near  Ohijqwwa;  and 
after  sufficient  time  had  elapeed  to  oiable  the  boats 
to  reach  that  shore,  thia  deponent  ^stlnctty  beard 
kntd  and  vociferous  cheeritig  at  that  pdnC  That 
tfiis  deponent  liaB  no  donbt  tnat  the  intuvidnals  wlio 
boarded  the  Caroline  were  a  part  of  tbe  British  forces 
now  Btatkned  at  CSiippewa. 

6IUCAN  AFPLEBT. 

Stats  or  Kkw  Tore,  Niagara  county,  »». 

Charles  F.  Harding,  James  H.  ^ing,  Joshua  H. 
Smith,  William  Seaman,  William  Kennedy,  William 
Wells,  John  Leonard,  Sylvanua  Staring,  and  John 
Haggarty,  being  sworn,  severally,  depose  and  say  that 
they  have  beard  the  foregobig  affidavit  of  Gibnan 
Appleby,  reod ;  that  they  were  on  the  Caroline  at 
the  time  die  was  boarded  as  stiUed  In  said  affidavit, 
and  that  all  the  facta  sworn  to  by  said  Appleby  as 
after  the  said  Caroline  was  so  boarded  as  '. 
are  correct  and  true. 

Jfr.  Potnteit  to  Gen.  Scott. 
Defartkeht  or  War,  Januarif  6,  1838. 
Sir  :  Ton  will  rep^,  withont  delay,  to  the  Canada 
frontier  of  tbe  United  States,  and  assume  the  military 
command  there. 

EerewiUi  you  will  receive  duplicate  letters  to  the 
Gk>Temora  of  the  States  of  New  Tork  and  Vermont, 
requesting  them  to  call  into  the  service  of  the  Unitea 
States  such  a  miliUa  force  as  you  may  deem  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  that  frontier  of  the  United  States. 

This  power  has  been  confided  to  you  in  the 
full  penuaaion  that  yon  will  use  It  discreetly,  and 
extend  the  call  only  eo  far  as  drenmatanoes  may 
seem  to  require. 

It  is  important  that  the  troops  called  Into  tbe 
service  should  be,  if  possible,  exempt  from  that 
state  of  excitement  which  the  late  violation  of  our 
territory  has  created,  and  you  will  therefore  impress 
apMi  the  OoremorB  of  these  border  States  the  propri- 
ety of  selecting  troops  from  a  portion  of  the  State 
distant  from  the  theatre  of  action. 

The  ExecnUve  poosesBes  no  l^gal  auihority  to  em- 
ploy the  military  force  to  restrain  persons  within  our 
jurisdictioa,  and  who  ought  to  bo  under  our  control, 
from  violating  the  laws,  by  making  incnrdons  into  the 
territory  of  neifrtiboiing  and  friendly  nations,  witii 
boetQe  Intent  I  can  ^re  yoo,  therefore,  no  instnic- 


[25th  Caaa. 

tiotts  on  that  adject;  bat  reqoest  that  yon  v9 
OS  yonr  inflnenee  to  prevent  mcfa  cxce— ee,  tad  le 
preserve  tbe  dumeter  of  fins  Qovemment  for  gosd 
Adth,  and  a  iwoper  regard  for  the  ri^ta  ^  fticBdy 

powers. 

Tbe  militia  will  be  called  into  the  service  for  thm 
months^  unless  sooner  dladiarged ;  and  in  yov  » 
qnisitioiis  you  will  designate  tbe  number  of  men,  mi 
take  care  that  tbe  offioen  do  not  exceed  a4aep»- 

portion. 

It  Is  deemed  important  that  tbe  acbmnlstntiie 
branch  of  the  service  should  be  conducted,  wlwaem 
practicable,  by  officers  of  the  regular  amy. 

The  disposition  of  the  force,  with  ngaii  to  the 
points  to  be  occupied,  is  confided  to  your  discr^kn, 
military  skill,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  the  cocn> 
try ;  and  tbe  amount  of  that  fi»oe  most  depend  npoo 
the  character  and  dnratioa  of  tiieeanteat  nowgomg 
on  in  Canada,  and  tbe  diapodtion  anBifeeted  lij  the 
people  and  tl>e  puUio  anthorities  of  that  cokny. 

Tbe  Precedent  indulges  a  hope  tbatontT«ge&,RTiiilar 
to  that  which  lately  occurred  at  Bchloeser,  will  iKit 
he  repeated ;  and  that  you  will  be  able  to  miJntani 
the  peace  of  that  frontier  withont  being  caDed  apon 
to  use  the  fbrce  wUdt  has  been  etMifided  to  yon. 

Mr,  Pointett  to  Oov.  Marey. 
DErARTHKNT  07  War,  JonMort/  5,  1838. 

Sra:  The  territory  of  the  United  Stales  havn^ 
been  violated  by  a  party  of  armed  men  from  the 
Canada  shore,  and  apprehenrions  being  entertahnd, 
from  the  highly  excited  feelings  of  both  parties,  that 
similar  outngM  may  lead  to  an  invasoon  of  oar  soil, 
the  Freaident  has  thought  proper  to  exerdse  Os 
authority  vested  in  him  by  law,  and  call  ont  waA  a 
militia  force  as  may  be  decaned  necessarr  to  pnlMt 
the  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

I  am,  in  consequence,  instructed  by  the  Preadent, 
to  request  you  will  call  into  the  service  of  the  Uiuted 
Stat^  and  place  under  the  conunaod  of  Brevet 
Hiyof-General  Scott,  such  militia  force  as  be  nuy  re- 
quire to  be  employed  on  the  Canada  firatier,ftr 
tiie  purpose  herein  set  forth. 

[Same  to  bis  Excellency,  Silas  H.  JnsiMa; 
Governor  of  Teimont,  Uon^pdier,  Tennont.] 

ifr.  J^syfA  to  Mr.  Fox. 

DiFjutmnrr  or  State,  Waahin^m^  Jm.  5,  ISM^ 

Sir:  By  the  direction  of  tiie  Freaident  of  the  UbI- 
ed  States,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  communicate  to  yoa  a 
copy  of  the  evidence  fomished  to  this  Deportment  of 
an  extraordinary  outrage  committed  from  Her  Bti- 
totmio  H^esty'a  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  UtepcT^ 
sons  and  property  of  citizens  of  the  Uiuted  SWei, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  New  Tori:. 
The  deetmetion  of  the  property,  and  asDasrinatfaM  of 
citirens  of  the  United  States  on  the  soil  of  MevTnk, 
at  the  moment  when,  as  is  well  known  to  yea,  tbe 
Ih^tddent  was  anxionsly  endeavoring  to  ^y  the 
exdtement,  and  earaestiy  seekii^  to  prevent  any  un- 
fortunate occurrence  on  the  frontier  Canada,  has 
produced  upon  bis  mind  tbe  most  paiafnl  coioiiaM 
of  surprise  and  r^ret.  It  will  necessarily  fonn  tbe 
Bul^eot  of  a  demand  for  redress  upon  Her  Xi^ei^ 
OoremmenL  This  communication  is  made  to  yoa 
under  the  expectation  that,  through  your  inetromen- 
tality,  an  eoriy  explanation  may  be  obtained  flnm 
the  authorities  of  Upper  Canada  of  all  tbe  circnia- 
Btances  of  the  -transaction ;  and  that,  by  your  advice 
to  those  autb<mtiei,  such  dedslTe  precantiona  may 


Brkitk  Itmuim  ^  Awterieam  Soil — Attack  m  the  CorofuM. 


Digilized  by  Google 


DBBATB8  OF  OONGKBSa 


676 


Sd  Sam.] 


[Jmaunr,  1888. 


be  used  as  wiU  raiKler  the  peipetntion  of  nmilar  acta 
bemfier  impomible.  Not  doubting  the  dispontioii 
ofdieOonnunenlof  Upper  OniMUt  to  do  ita  duty 
fai  pnnUiiiig  the  aggmaoH  and  immitiiig  future 
outrage,  the  Preaident,  notwithstao*^,  has  deemed 
it  neceanry  to  order  a  sufficiant  force  ou  the  frostier 
to  repel  an;  attempt  of  a  like  character,  and  to  make 
known  to  you  that  if  it  sboold  occur,  he  cannot  be 
BDBwerable  for  the  eSbcta  of  the  indignation  of  the 
neighboring  people  oi  the  Umted  Statca. 

The  Hoss^  havioff  been  read, 

Mr.  Howard  smd,  uiat  seeing  the  President, 
in  the  ooncladon  of  the  Message,  (;al]ed  for  an 
appropriation,  he  ahonld  move  its  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  otherwise 
he  should  have  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  th^  so  mnoh  of  the 
Message  as  related  to  the  call  for  appropriations 
be  reared  to  the  Committee  en  and 
Means,  and  the  rertdae  thereof  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Grat  did  not  rise  for  the  parp<»e  of  ex- 
oaring  the  deed  which  was  said  to  have  been 
doQe,  but  he  was  opposed  to  bjxj  course  dnring 
the  present  state  of  things  whicb  wonld  have 
the  least  tendencj  to  place  ns  In  a  warlike 
position  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  TiLLiNonAST  thought  it  extremely  impor- 
tant that  the  feeling  of  excitement  in  the  North 
should  not  be  farther  excited  by  dieonssions  in 
that  Hall.  Ko  gentleman  knowing  the  high 
and  liberal  policy  of  Great  Britain,  oonld  sup- 
pose that  she  would  refuse  to  disoountenance 
And  deliver  up  those  murderers,  provided  the 
facts  allied  were  properly  est^Hahed.  Bat, 
at  the  same  time,  he  oooridered  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  our  citizens  on  the  fivntier  ought  to 
be  protected  from  such  attacks,  and  not  to  be 
left  defenceless.  He  hoped  that  troops  would 
be  sent  immediately  to  preserve  the  peace,  and 
prevent  a  retaliation  from  onr  own  people,  if 
possible,  still  more  violent.  But,  this  state  of 
things  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  more  than  a 
month  ago,  and  measures  provided  accordingly. 

Mr.  Bronson  regretted  to  see  that  there  was 
a  greater  disposition  to  make  war  on  the  Ad- 
ministration than  on  Great  Britun.  He  was 
aa  much  averse  to  a  war  with  Great  Britain  as 
any  one,  but  he  could  not  restr^  hia  surprise 
that  gentlemen  should  throw  the  whole  blame 
of  the  reoent  ooeurrenoes  upon  the  Adminisba- 
tion.  He  would  ask  If  the  Administration  had 
not  done  all  that  was  possible  it  could  do  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case?  Was  the 
Administration  to  he  blamed  for  the  pecntiar 
attnatioD  of  that  portion  of  our  frontier,  and 
because  a  party  from  the  other  side  had  come 
over  and  murdered  a  number  of  onr  citizens? 
Until  within  the  last  thirty  days  there  were  no 
indications  in  that  quarter  which  would  au- 
thorize the  Executive  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  were  now  necessary. 

Mr.  BffETT  thought  the  House  should,  in  the 
first  place,  look  at  the  matter  calmly,  and  as- 
certain who  was  to  blame.  Was  it  with  the 


Administration  ?  Candor,  certainly,  would  de- 
dare  not,  whilst  not  a  regular  soldier  was  avail- 
able at  its  oommand ;  and  the  dvU  oflSoers  on 
the  frontier,  who  had  been  called  upon  to 
repfeaa  the  exdtement,  appear  by  their  ooit'- 
dnot  to  have  been  the  instruments  of  increasing 
and  continuing  it.  How,  sir,  asked  Mr.  R., 
had  the  difficulty  commenced?  Was  it  not 
caused  by  a  fhntive  from  Canada,  a  traitor 
according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  fur  whose 
head  a  price  had  been  offered,  coming  over  the 
lines  into  the  United  States,  and  in  open  day, 
in  the  streets  of  Buffalo,  by  his  inflammatory 
speeches,  inducing  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  take  up  arms,  and  assist  in  a  rebellion 
of  the  subjects  of  a  friendly  power,  who  was 
rigtitfblly  endeavoring  to  muntain  her  institu- 
tions ?  This  Active  had  not  only  been  harbored 
and  entertuned  by  us,  but  recruits  from  amongst 
onr  dtizens  were  <^>aily  mustered  to  his  stmd- 
ard.  Now,  have  we  foi^tten  the  laws  of 
nations  as  we  applied  them  when  Gen.  Jackson 
seized  upon  Fensaoola,  because  her  authorities 
harbored  our  Indian  enemy,  and  furnished  them 
with  munitions  of  war  t  He  then  ably  demon- 
strated, by  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts, 
then  Secretary  of  State,  that  for  such  a  cause 
we  had  a  right  to  take  possession  by  the  sword 
of  the  city  of  a  friendly  nation ;  and  have  the 
citizens  of  BuflGulo  done  less  than' the  Governor 
of  Pensacolat  Suppose  the  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  should  gather  together  ui>on  our  fron- 
tiers, in  combination  wiui  some  discontented, 
factions  citizens,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
overtnminff  onr  n^blicaa  instltnuons—how 
would  we  bear  tt?  and  how  would  we  tolerate 
the  idea  that  munitions  of  war,  proviriMu,  and 
fire-anna  shonld  be  fttmlahed  these  our  enemies 
by  British  subjects  ?  Unquestionably  we  would 
conmder  ourselves  as  grossly  wronged,  and 
would  be  very  slow  in  reot^udng  any  spirit 
of  friendship  as  dictating  such  measures. 

Mr.  Mbrifbe  endeavored  to  show  that  greater 
causes  had  been  at  work,  previous  to  the  attack 
on  the  steamboat  Carohne,  to  produce  the 

ftresent  state  of  things.  He  alluded  at  some 
engtb  to  the  policy  of  this  Government  toward 
Mexico,  which,  he  contended,  had  engendered 
a  lawless  and  dishonorable  feeling  in  our  citi- 
zens, and  had  iDflneneed  thdr  coraucfc  in  rela- 
tion to  Cuiada.  He  was  in  &vor  of  a  reference 
of  the  wh(^  snltJect  to  committees. 

Mr.  TaoHSFOir  said  he  would  not  pr^odge 
the  case — ho  would  not  rely  upon  newspapers 
and  ex  parte  statements  on  ^tiier  side;  he 
wanted  information  in  an  anthentio  form.  But 
if  that  statement  is  true,  (and  the  PresidMit 
seems  to  think  It  so,)  it  is  a  cold-blooded,  un- 
mitigated, and  savage  murder  of  nnofifending 
American  citizens,  with  circumstances  of  atro- 
city unprecedented  among  civilized  nations, 
even  in  a  state  of  actual  war.  He  sincerely 
hoped  that  there  were  facts  vhioli  would  excuse 
or  explun  the  statement  which  we  now  have. 
If  there  are  not,  no  disclitimer  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Goveniment,  no  atonement  by  that 
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Govenunent  short  of  a  snrrender  to  oar  tri- 
IniDals  of  the  ferooions  aasassiDs,  should,  or 
would  satisfy  the  American  people.  The  gentle- 
man  from  Sontackj  (Mr.'  Mekifee)  had  said 
that  there  was  no  danger  <tf  war ;  that  there 
was  no  principle  involved ;  none  sn'ch  as  the 
rig^t  of  search.  No  principle  involved  I  Great 
God  1  sir,  ore  we  to  be  told  that  there  is  no 
principle  involved  in  the  invasion  of  our  terri- 
tory bj  a  hostile  band  of  another  nation,  and 
the  murder,  with  fiendish  atrocity,  of  oar 
Bleeping  and  unoffending  citizens?  The  gentle- 
man has  aUnded  to  another  topic,  which,  al- 
though Mr.  T.  had  anticipated,  he  did  not  expect 
from  that  quarter.  The  goitleman  said  that 
tlie  eourse  a  our  Govemmrat  towards  Haxieo 
bad  been  infiunous,  cowardly,  but  that  we  were 
now  about  to  be  forced  by  En^aud,  our  peer, 
our  equal,  to  do  that  which  our  sense  of  justice 
had  not  prompted  towards  Mexico.  He  had  no 
wish  to  see  our  Government  presented  in  this 
light  to  the  civilized  world.  He  had  watched 
the  course  of  the  Administration  through  the 
whole  progress  of  the  war  in  Texas,  and  he 
was  prepared  to  prove  that  our  Government 
had  exerted  every  power  under  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  to  enforce  neutrality. 

The  laws  upon  that  subject  are,  in  the  main, 
penal,  not  preventive.  There  was  no  power 
to  prevent  our  citizens  from  expatriating  tiiem- 
selves  to  Texas  or  any  other  country,  nor  to 
prevent  them  from  bearing  arms  in  t^e  wars 
of  their  new  eountiy.  Buoh  was  almost,  in 
every  instance,  the  case  with  our  citizens  who 
went  to  Texas.  Not  one  in  one  hundred  has 
gone  there  with  other  views  than  of  permanent 
settlement.  The  only  law  which  could  have 
prevented  tbis  was  the  act  of  1818,  forbidding 
enlistment  for  foreign  service.  In  all  cases, 
along  our  wbole  bonier,  the  district  attorneys 
were  earnestly  and  repeatedly  VLtgai.  to  enforce 
the  law.  If  they  did  not,  it  was  no  fault  of 
the  Government.   It  resulted  from  a  universal. 

rpatby  of  our  people  with  the  gallant  strug- 
_  )f  the  Texans,  which  rendered  the  enforomg 
the  law  imixMaiUe.  Quid  vohant  Ugn  mns 
ffioWStu.  Ton  never  can  enforce  a  law  whidi 
violates  the  general  feeling  of  the  oountiy, 
without  breaking  down  the  most  sacred  guar- 
antee of  public  liberty — the  trial  by  jury.  So 
much,  sir,  for  the  infamous  violation  of  our 
neutrality,  for  which  the  ^tieman  from  Ken- 
tucky demres  to  see  us  forced  to  a  Afferent 
course  by  the  power  of  England.  I  agree  with 
my  friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  KmrT,)  in  his 
reprehension  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  our 
citizens  on  the  Canada  frontier.  Their  conduct 
is  not  only  wrong ;  it  is  criminal.  Every  citi- 
zen is  bound,  in  law  and  in  honor,  to  respect 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  his  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  political  crime  more  dan- 
gerous in  its  consequences  than  a  violation  of 
wis  duty*  Bbt  I  do  not  see  jnstificatim  or 
excuse  in  tlie  &ct  of  some  of  ma  citizens  hav- 
ing, as  indi^mds,  g(»e  to  Oanada,  and  ennged 
in  the  buarrectiom.  for  an  armed  band,  sua  to 


be  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  ani^,  invaffiog' 
oar  soil,  and  murdering  our  dtize&s  who  vise 
innocent  (and  auoh  ia  the  statement)  of  nj 
participation  in  tiie  war  now  raging  in  Onada. 

Mr.  wiBB  moved  the  previooa  question  oa 
the  motion  of  reference ;  wbioh,  being  OTdered, 
the  question  was  taken  m  tlw  main  qnestioB, 
and  agreed  to. 

117  BSBSAtB. 

Tqudat,  January  9. 
Menage  from  t&s  Prerident — BrUUh  InvoiiM 
qf  American  Soil— Attack  upon  the  OaroUne. 

A  Message  was  rec^ved  from  the  Pl-endeot 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  snlffect  of  tin 
recent  invadon  of  our  territtny  oa  the  Canada 
frontier,  and  dsstametion  of  tiie  Uvea  our 
oitixens,  by  the  British  aathorities  of  Upper 
Oanada. 

[It  is  the  same  doenment  as  that  (^tu  in.  the 
House  proceedings  of  yesterday.] 

Mr,  Olat,  of  Kentucky,  moved  itiat  that  por- 
tion of  the  Message  which  relates  to  an  appro- 
priation be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ;  and  that  the  other  porticm  of  it,  relating 
to  our  foreign  afj^tint,  be  reierred  to  the  G(Hn- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Rations.  While  up,  Mr. 
G.  s^d  he  must  take  occasion  to  say,  uiat  be 
did  think  that  the  recent  outrage  c<Hnmitted 
oa  the  B(&.  of  the  United  States^  and  aa  the 
Uvea  of  its  citizens^  was  at  the  moat  otrocMna 
nature  in  its  charaoter  and  CMueqnMioes— 
wh<^y  unjustifiable,  and  not  in  the  slightest 
degree  puliated  by  any  thing  which  pre- 
ceded it  And,  sir,  (said  Mr.  G.j  there  was  a 
character  of  delibAration  attending  .it  which 
a^^avates  the  enormity.  It  was  in  the  dead 
hour  of  the  night ;  it  was  from  a  shore  m  a 
belligerent  oondition,  and  therefore  in  a  state 
of  constant  watchfulness ;  it  was  after  a  state 
of  preparation,  which  must  have  been  at  lent 
three  or  four  hours,  showing  that  the  com- 
mander cS  the  British  forces  was  apprised  ti 
it,  and  the  destination  of  the  attackmg  force. 
It  was  altog^iher  impoadble  that  he  was  igno- 
rantofthefoot  that  tbis  vessel  was  lying  quietly 
at  anchor  witliin  oar  jnri8dicti<m,aDd  thvdbn 
in  a  oondition  which  could  not  Justify  on  attack; 
It  was  under  all  these  otronmstances  that  the 
attack  was  made.  Neither  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  aggr^ate,  nor  tiioae  in 
tite  imme^ate  nfflghboniood  of  the  disturbed 
dislxict,uor  the  GovemmeDt  of  the  United 
Stated  had  done  any  tiling  to  justify  thu  moat 
noparalleled  outrage.  I  want  no  further  evi- 
dence (stud  Mr.  0.)  than  that  now  presNited  to 
me,  to  satl^  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  insti^ 
it.  It  was  to  be  regretted  Qdr.  C.  said)  that  in 
our  own  hbtoiy  examples  had  been  famished 
by  which  this  outrage  might  be  palliated, 
without,  however,  adverting  to  them,  or  to  any 
recent  oooarrenoes^  he  wonB  only  aaj  that  the 
true  ground  for  a  gre*t  nation  to  plaoe  its^ 
on,  was  that  of  iustice ;  that  it  should  respeot 
the  rights-  <tf  «U  natioiU}  tiie  weak  as  well  as 
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the  powerftQ ;  and  to  abstdn  from  all  acts 
which  might  hereafter  be  brouffht  op  as  pre- 
oedents  against  them.  While  he  made  these 
remarki,  be  by  no  means  wished  to  be  nnder- 
stood  as  dadring  to  kindle  up  a  spirit  of  war 
between  this  eoontry  and  Great  Britain;  thongh 
lie  Ooi^t  Hut  ample,  prompt,  and  ftall  in- 
deoini^  shoold  be  ^ven  ns.  He  sbonld,  as 
nraoh  as  saj  man,  deplore  a  war ;  bat,  looking 
to  the  -vast  resonroes  of  onr  country,  tbe  valor 
of  onr  oitizana,  and  oar  achlevoments  In  former 
times,  be  wonld  not  fear  tbe  resalt 

Hr.  Oauioun  expressed  his  hopes  that,  in  this 
early  stage,  and  before  we  were  fally  advised, 
that  no  attempt  woald  be  made  to  excite  the  feel- 
ings of  the  paolio  by  debating  tbe  sabjeot,  wMdi 
must  be  the  natoru  resolt  of  such  a  coarse. 

The  htte  diffloaltieB  on  oar  frontier  might,  by 
any  reasonable  person,  have  been  anticii>8ted. 
There  are  so  many  ties  which  necessarily  bind 
the  feelings  of  the  population  on  either  and 
both  sides  <jt  tbe  boandary  Hoe  on  that  part 
of  onr  frontiers,  which  has  been  the  scene  of 
bloodshed  and  ontrage,  that  any  attempt  1^ 
either  Government  to  oppress  snob  population, 
wonld  call  forth  the  STmpathies  of  the  other ; 
and  in  case  of  any  movement  in  Oanada,  what 
eoald  we  expect  bat  that  oar  citizens  woold 
take  part  with  the  inhabitants,  even  though 
their  wrongs  were  Init  pretraded,  In  ease  dne 
care  was  not  taken  by  wmaaomt  to  prevent 
saoh  interference! 

What  more  distressing  event  conld  come 
than  a  war  between  two  saoh  nations  as  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States!  The  haman 
mind  cannot  oonoeive  of  a  greater  calamity. 
And  thb  may  be  averted  by  a  carefbl  examina- 
tion of  all  the  fiwts  on  both  rides  of  the  snUect 
as  now  presented  for  oar  oonsideratioQ.  Many 
wrongs  may  have  beoi  committed  by  onr  dti- 
sens  of  which  wd  are  now  unadvised,  and  many 
palliations  mi^  be  prodoced  In  ftvwr  of  the 
othfar  ude. 

It  wonld  be  time  enoagh  to  discuss  the 

JneeUon  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
ordgn  Relations  shoold  have  been  heard. 
"We  should  be  then  better  advised  as  to  a  iatare 
oonrse  of  eondoot  Ur.  O.  implored  the  Smate 
not  to  adopt  any  rash  or  hasty  measnres. 

Hr.  BiBTON  sud  that  before  this  question 
went  <Hit  of  the  Senate,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  say  a  solitary  w<»d  arising  ont  of  it  A 
statement  had  been  made  mi  the  other  dde  of 
the  chamber,  (by  Mr.  Olay^}  wblofa  he  was 
unwilling  sfaomd  go  ibrth  to  the  world  unoon- 
^dicted.  After  diaracterizing  this  outrage  in 
very  q)propriate  language,  and  in  a  manner  be- 
coming an  American,  the  member  smd,  as  it  had 
eaagfat  his  ears,  that  "  this  outrage  had  a  pre- 
cedent in  our  conduct  towards  other  nations." 
Kow,  lest  the  Briti^  should  derive  an  excnso  for 
it,  from  hearing  it  said  in  this  chamber,  that  an 
example  for  this  outrage  had  been  given  by  oar 
Government,  he  (Mr.  B.)  wodd  take  this  occa- 
sion to  say,  emphatioally,  that  he  knew  of  no 
soch  example  to  be  found  in  oar  history. 
Vou  Xm^-ftT 


Thubsdat,  January  11. 
JHh  Calhoun^i  SaoluUotu. 

The  conrideration  <tf  lb.  GuHoinr*8  resolu- 
tions was  resumed. 

Mr.  Olat,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vx.  Sirm, 
assented  to  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the 
daose  relating  to  the  treaty  witii  Spain  of 
1819. 

Mr,  Cut  proposed  farther  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  sndi  parts  as  relates  to  the  bidians^ 
except  in  cases  where,  by  their  influence,  the 
institution  of  slavery  has  extended  north  of  the 
compromise  line. — (86  deg.  80  min.  N.  lat) 

Mr.  Skvikb  opposed  this  motion,  and  on  the 
questicm  being  taken,  the  result  was : 

Yus. — ^HessTS.  Alteo,  Bijard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Buchanui,  Cla^  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Qmndy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lyon,  Mc- 
Kean,  Horria,  Meirick,  NUes,  Norvell,  flerce,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Bires,  Roane,  BobUns,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticnt,  Sndth  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Upton,  WilHBma, 
and  Tonng — 81. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Lumpkin,  Niidiolas,  fiobinsui,  Sevier,  Stnnge,  Walk- 
er, and  White— 10. 

Mr.  BivBB  moved,  as  an  amendment, 

JUtolved,  That  any  interfarenee  with  the  sa^M 
of  slavery  in  tbe  Temtoriea  of  the  United  States  in 
wUdi  it  may  exist,  is  inhibited  by  all  tii«  oonaidera- 
tioQs  in  regard  to  the  and  interesta  of  tbe  inhab* 
itanto  of  said  Tenitones,  the  seenrity  of  the  dave* 
holding  States,  and  tbe  danger  to  the  Union,  whidi 
are  mentioned  in  the  |weceduig  resolution  as  fortiid- 
ding  any  interference  with,  or  action  on,  the  sub- 
ject  of  slavery  In  tbe  District  of  ColomlHa;  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  the  peq)le  of  those  Teirito* 
ties,  when  admitted  faito  the  Union  as  States,  will  bo 
odosively  entitled  to  decide  tbe  qoesdon  of  die 
existence  of  slaveiy  wttUnlSi^  leqieetive  Uadls  for 

thSBMlTeB. 

The  questicm  resulted  as  follows : 

Tcis.— Xessn.  Calhoan,  Cnthbert,  Fulton,  Lmnp- 
Un,  Freettm,  lUves,  Boane,  Serier,  1%)ton,  and  White 

—10. 

Nats.— Heesn.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Bachanan,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittoiden,  Onu^y,  Hnbbard,  King, 
Lyon,  Herricic,  IHcbcdas,  Kves,  Nomll,  Fieroe, 
BotHnson,  SmiOi  of  Comwcticnti  Smith  <ii  Indiana, 
Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Webster,  ^ilUanSt  Wright, 
and  Toung — 29. 

The  resolution  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

£moW,  That  any  attempt  of  Congren  to  aboUdi 
slavery  in  any  Teirilory  of  the  United  States  in  wbidi 
it  exi^  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just  qiprdwD- 
sion  in  the  States  sualainlng  that  domestc  institation ; 
would  be  a  Ti<datioa  of  good  fiuth  towards  tbe  io- 
habttants  of  such  Territory,  who  have  been  pern^ 
ted  to  settie  with  and  bold  Blaves,  because  tbe  people 

snch  Territory  bare  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of 
slavay  therein,  and  because  that,  when  any  sadi 
Tenituy  shall  be  adiutted  hilo  tiie  UiOon  as  a 
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State,  the  pgople  thereof  will  be  entitled  to  decide 
that  question  exclusively  for  themselves. 

The  question  on  its  adoption,  was  earned 
by— 

Teas.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Blade, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Hubbanl, 
King,  Knight,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Roane,  Rob- 
inson, Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Walker, 
White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— 34. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Grundy,  McKean, 
Frentis,  Bobbitia,  Baiiih  of  bidiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 
tter— 9. 


Fbidat,  Janoary  12. 
Mr,  Oalkoun's  SetolutioM. 

ICr.  CALnouN's  axQi  and  last  resolation  was 
then  taken  np,  when  "Ui.  CAmotm  snpported  it 
with  a  few  pi-eliminary  observntioos. 

Ur.  Pbeston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  carried  by — 

TiAS. — ^UessTB.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutb- 
bert, Jiiivia,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knight,  Lyon, 
UcKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbins,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  Webster, 
White,  Williams,  and  Wright— 35. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Ltniqikin,  Roane,  Bobipstm,  Sevier,  Wallcer,  and 
Toong — 9. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  these  resolotions, 
as  thej  passed  the  Senate : 

1.  Hetolvtd,  That,  in  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
ConstituUon,  the  States  adopting  the  same  acted,  seve- 
rally, as  free,  independent,  and  sovereign  States ;  and 
that  each,  for  itself,  by  its  own  voluntary  assent, 
entered  the  Union  with  the  view  to  its  increased 
secnritj  against  all  dangers,  domeatie  as  well  as  for- 
eign, and  the  more  perfect  and  secure  enjoyment  of 
Its  advantages,  natural,  poUtical,  and  social. 

S.  Heioived,  That  in  delegating  a  portion  of  their 
powers  to  be  exercised  by  uie  Federal  Government, 
the  States  retained,  severally,  the  exclusive  and  sole 
right  over  their  own  domestic  institutions  and  police, 
to  the  fVill  extent  to  which  those  powers  were  not  thus 
delegated,  and  are  alone  responnble  for  them  -,  and 
that  any  intermeddlhig  of  any  one  or  more  States,  or 
a  combination  of  their  dozens,  witfi  the  domestic 
institutions  and  police  of  the  othns,  on  any  gioaild, 
political,  moral,  or  religious,  or  under  any  pretext 
whatever,  with  the  view  to  their  alteration  or  sub- 
veruoQ,  is  not  warranted  by  the  constitution,  tending 
to  endanger  the  domestic  peace  and  tranquillity  of 
the  States  interfered  with,  subversive  of  the  objects 
for  vrtiich  the  constitution  was  formed,  snd,  by  neoes-. 
sary  consequence,  tending  to  weaken  and  destroy 
the  Union  itself. 

8,  Rexdved,  That  this  Government  was  instituted 
and  adopted  by  the  several  States  of  ttiis  Union  as  a 
common  agent,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the 
powers  which  they  had  delegated  1^  the  conatitadon 
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for  their  mutual  security  and  prosperity,  and  that  is 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  tmst,  this  Govern- 
ment Is  bound  BO  to  exerdse  its  powers,  as  not  to 
interfere  with  tiie  stotdlity  md  aeeori^  of  tlie  doiD» 
tic  in^tutions  of  the  States  that  cocnpose  the  Uidoa ; 
and  that  it  is  tiie  solemn  duty  of  the  Govenmient  te 
redst,  to  the  extent  of  its  constituticHial  power,  d 
attempts  by  one  portion  of  the  Union  to  use  it'as  an 
instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institutions  of 
another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  snch  institntiiHis. 

4.  Rttolved^  That  domestic  slavery,  as  it  e^ati 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  of  this  Unton^ 
composes  an  important  part  of  tbetr  domestic  institu- 
tiona,  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  existing  at 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  by  whidi  it  is  recog- 
nized as  constituting  an  important  dement  in  the 
apportionment  of  powers  among  the  States,  and  that 
no  change  of  opinion  or  feeling,  on  the  part  of  the 
other  States  of  the  Union  in  to  it,  can  justify 

them  or  tbdr  dtisens  in  open  and  ^steniBtle  attars 
thereon,  with  the  view  to  its  overthrow ;  and  that  all 
such  attacks  are  in  manifest  violation  of  the  mutaal 
and  soleom  pledge  to  protect  and  defend  eadi  other, 
given  by  the  States  respectively,  on  entering  Into  the 
constitutional  compact  which  fanned  the  Unum,  and 
as  audi  are  Kinanlfest  breach  of  fiiith,  and  aviohtiaii 
of  the  most  solemn  obllgationa 

6.  Received,  That  the  interference  by  the  dtizsis 
of  any  of  the  States,  with  the  view  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  this  Distiict,  is  endangering  the  rights  and 
security  of  the  people  of  the  District,  and  that  any  set 
or  measure  of  Congress  deagoed  to  atralidi  davety 
in  this  District,  would  be  a  ^dadon  of  the  fiutb  in- 
plied  in  the  cesaons  by  tbe  States  of  Timnia  and 
Maryland,  a  just  cause  of  alarm  to  tbe  people  of  tbe 
slave-holding  States,  and  have  a  direct  and  inefitable 
tendency  to  disturb  and  endanger  the  Union. 

Atid  Resolved,  That  any  attempt  of  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States 
in  which  it  exists,  would  create  serioos  alann,  and 
just  ^tprehension,  in  the  States  sustaiiung  that  do- 
mestic institution ;  vonld  be  a  violation  of  goodfUA 
towards  tbe  inhabitants  of  any  snch  Territory  who  \m 
been  permitted  to  settie  with,  and  bold  dares  tlwraa, 
because  the  people  of  any  Boch  Territory  ban  not 
asked  for  the  abolition  of  daveiy  tberdn,  and  becatne 
when  any  sooh  Territory  shall  be  admitted  into  tbe 
Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof  will  be  entitled 
to  dedde  tliai  question  exdndvdy  for  HkMmmSM. 

The  final  vote  vptm  the  adoption    these  rcs- 

olations,  was: 

Teas.— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  CUyof 
Ken.,  Crittenden,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hob* 
bard,  King,  Lnmpkin,  Lyon,  Uenii^  Nicholas,  KBo; 
Korrdl,  Fierce,  Preston,  lUves,  Boane,  Boln»m, 
Sevier,-  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Upton,  TValk- 
er.  White,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Young— M. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Clayton,  Davis,  Enigbt,  McKnn, 
Prentiss,  Robtuns,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and  Web- 

8t^^9. 

[Tbe  debate  on  Aese  resoluUma  was  deemed  so 
material,  that  each  speaker  drew  up  lus  own  mnaiks 
after  the  current  debate  was  published,  and  placed 
them  in  tbe  Appendix  to  tbe  coirent  dehata,  from 
whidi  they  are  now  taken  to  folknr  dw  sot^  to 
whidi  they  bdong.] 
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^KDNBSDikT,  Janaary  S. 
Mr,  Oalkoun^s  Setolution*. 

The  second  resolution  being  nndor  conridera- 
tioD,  and  Mr.  Mobbis  having  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  moral  or  religions; "  on  whidi 
Le  asked  the  yeas  and  n&js — 

Hr.  Youya  said  that  he  had  risea  to  request 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Soath  Oarolina 
(Mr.  Oalhouh)  to  insist  upon  the  form  the 
rescdntion  nnder  oonnderation  as  it  then  was. 
WbjTf  rir,  strike  oat  the  words  ^^iVtooi^  moral, 
or  reliffunu,  when  it  is  known,  or  on^t  to  be 
known,  that  this  is  the  Identiod  language  em- 
ployed by  the  AboIiti(»iists  as  the  pretext  for 
interfering  with  the  domesUo  relations  of  the 
Sonth?  Shall  we  not  ose  terms  as  forcible, 
and  as  expressive  of  the  object  we  have  in  view, 
as  have  been  nsed  by  them  to  propagate  their 
mischievous  doctrines,  which  have  well  nigh 
arrayed  one  section  of  the  Union  against  an- 
other? If  I  mistake  not,  Hr.  President,  this  is 
%lso  the  language  of  the  Vermont  reiolutiom, 
of  which  weliave  had  notice.  This,  sir,  is  the 
very  ground  upon  which  the  Abolitionists  plaoe 
the  ai^ament— that  domestic  ^refy,  in  every 
form,  is  "  unbecoming  a  moral  and  religioiUpeo- 
ple" — and  upon  this  ground  I  dedre  to  meet 
them.  Yes,  sir,  the  question,  if  we  expect  to 
effect  any  good  purpose  by  these  resolntions, 
should  be  met  promptly  and  directly.  Gentle- 
men teD  us  that  the  object,  Mm,  and  end  of 
these  memorials  is  abolition  in  the  District  of 
Colombia — nothing  more.  Is  Ihis  the  fact,  Mr. 
Fres^ent !  On  the  contrary,  do  we  not  know, 
does  not  every  Senator  know,  that  this  move- 
ment in  the  District,  if  successful,  is  intended 
to  reach  slavery  in  every  part  of  the  oountry, 
onder  whatever  form  it  may  exist  t  It  is  but 
the  enteiiog  wedge  to  th^  mnd  scheme  of 
Qniversal  maneijiation  and  MmottM  through- 
out the  country.  Mr.  President,  how  can  we 
mistake  the  object,  if  we  look  into  tiie  nnmer- 
ons  abolition  papers  which  are  continually 
hud  upon  our*  tables,  (from  what  quarter,  or  at 
whose '  expense,  I  know  not,)  and  which  are  as 
constantly  filled  with  the  grossest  misrepresen- 
tations and  perversions  of  the  Southern  charac- 
ter, as  connected  with  the  domestic  institution 
of  slavery,  as  it  exists  under  the  constitution  in 
that  porUoQ  of  the  confederacy  t  I  read  these 
papers,  sir;  I  have  considered  their  purport, 
and  cannot  be  mistaken  in  the  opinion,  that  a 
general  war  (a  moral  and  reUgiom  one  if  you 
dioose)  upon  domesde  slavery,  as  it  eztots  in 
the  South  and  South-western  States,  la  intend- 
ed. I  wish  the  gentlemen  from  the  Soat^  in- 
stead d  throwing  them  into  the  fire,  would 
read  them  also,  and  they  will  soon  discover,  if 
they  are  not  already  informed,  the  nature  of 
this  war,  and  the  weapons  to  be  employed  by 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  contest,  the  better  to 
insure  the  victory.  Yes,  sir,  the  garb  of  reli- 
gion is  to  t>o  assumed,  and  under  that  specious 
pretext,  the  consUtntion  itself  is  to  be  flnt 
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rent  and  then  torn  to  pieces.  Mr.  President,  I 
reside  in  a  non-slaveholding  State ;  the  people 
of  that  State  are  essentially  in  favor  of  emanci- 

gal^on^  and  I  am  proud  of  its  free  institutions, 
nt,  sir,  as  much  as  we  prefer  freedom  to  sla- 
very, the  great  mass  of  our  inhabitants  are  as 
decidedly  opposed  to  all  interference  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  the  other  States  which 
differ  with  us  in  sentiment  on  this  all-intpor- 
tant  snbjeot  They  r^^ard  slavery  as  it  exists 
under  the  Oonstltotion  of  the  United.States,  as 
not  now  a  debatable  qnestion.  But  Uie  State 
of  niinoia  has  not  loft  her  sister  States  of  the 
South  to  doubt  and  conjecture  as  to  her  posi- 
tion on  this  great  question.  That  State,  by  its 
Legislature,  has,  in  the  solemn  form  of  resolu- 
tion^ as  as  she  could  consistently  go  with- 
out infrin^^g  the  constitutional  rights  of  her 
citizens,  stamped  its  seal  of  disapprobation  up* 
on  the  doctrine  of  modem  AboUtionism  in  all 
its  forms. 

I  trust,  sir,  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Oauioun)  will  insist  upon  the  reso- 
lution as  it  is,  and  that  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  OhicL  (Mr.  Mobbis,)  to  strike  out 
the  words  "  moral  or  religiout^"  may  not  pre- 
vail. Strike  out  the  words  in  the  resolution, 
as  proposed  rir,  and  it  is  mutilated.  It  would 
not  meet  the  case  fidly  as  it  is  presented. 


Thubboat,  January  4. 
Mr.  Calhoun's  Eetolutioaa, 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  OALHomr,  the 
third  of  the  series  being  before  them, 

Mr.  NoBTKu,  rose  to  move  tliat  so  much  of 
the  tiiird  resolution  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  OatsounJ  as  pledffed 
this  Qoremment  to  give  "  ineresaed  "  etal^ty 
and  security  to  the  4u>me8tio  institntions  of  the 
States,  and  as  pronoonoed  it  to  be  its  duty  to 
"  strengthen  "  them,  be  erased  from  the  resolu- 
tion. It  would  then  read :  "  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  instituted  and  adopted  by  the  several 
States  of  this  Union  as  a  common  agent,  in  or- 
der to  carry  into  eflfoct  the  powers  which  they 
had  delegated  by  the  constitution  for  their 
mutual  security  and  prosperity;  and  that,  in 
fulfilment  of  this  high  and  sacred  trust,  this 
Government  is  based  so  as  to  exercise  its  pow- 
ers as  not  to  interfere  with  the  stabUity  and  se- 
curity of  the  domestic  institiitions  of  the  States 
that  compose  the  Union;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  duty  of  the  Government  to  resist  a]l  at- 
t«npts  by  one  portion  of  the  Unicm  to  use  it  as 
an  instrument  to  attack  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  another,  or  to  weaken  or  destroy  such 
institutions." 

Slavery  in  this  country  was  entirely  a  domes- 
tic question.  Congress  cotild  not  touch  it. 
The  States  in  wliich  davery  was  stiU  tolerated 
bad  never,  even  by  implication,  given  up  any 
portion  of  tibeir  exdo^TC  power  over  the  whole 
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■object.  Thej  oonld  not,^  with  aaj  regard  to 
their  own  safetj,  permit  it  to  be  drawn  into 
qaeetion  bj  their  sifiter  States,  or  hy  the  Gen- 
eral Qoverament.  It  was  not  a  subject  open  to 
dismurioi  with  a  view  to  legislation  anywhere 
hat  in  the  States  recognizing  and  sofiering  the 
existence  of  slavery.  Nor  ooold  Congress,  in 
hU  opinion,  either  constitationall^,  or  con^t- 
ently  with  the  public  futh,  abolish  it  in  the 
District  of  Oolnmbia,  unless  the  people  of  the 
District  desired  it,  and  petitioned  for  it.  The 
District  was  coded  t?  Congress  by  the  States 
of  Virginia  and  llCoryland,  on  the  condition  that 
the  rights  of  private  property,  as  before  exist- 
ing, were  to  be  held  sacred ;  and  the  United 
Stetes  received  the  cession  upon  that  oondition. 
The  power  granted  to  Congress,  to  "  exercise 
exdnnve  legislation,  in  all  oases  whatsoever, 
over  the  District,"  conferred  no  anthority  to 
ndate  the  pnblic  faitii,  or  to  take  from  its  in- 
haUtauts  tii^  property  without  their  ocnsent 
It  tamgij  and  olMiriy  meant,  that  le^datWe 
power*  oodd  be  exordaed  bj  no  other  body 
than  Congress  over  the  District.  It  meant  no 
more.  It  did  not  mean  that  Congress  ooold 
pass  any  law  dictated  by  its  arbitfuy  will  and 
pleasure,  in  violation  of  the  right  of  property, 
or  of  any  other  right  asserted  in  the  acts  of 
cession  to  the  United  States.  If  Maryland  and 
Vii^nia  had  imagined  that  this  question  would 
have  been  here  r^sed,  they  wonm  never  have 
ceded  the  District. 

But  ta^g  views,  as  he  did,  of  the  subject, 
he  could  not  agree  to  oonfer  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, 1^  implication,  any  right  to  give  mcmu- 
4d  staJrfuty,  aeottrify,  and  strength  to  the  do- 
meatio  institatini  of  slavery  m  any  of  the 
States.  He  wa»  not  vilUng  to  pledge  this 
Government  so  to  administer  Its  affiurs  as  at  all 
to  interfere,  on  one  nde  or  the  other,  witii  a 
sulgeot  which  the  oonstitation  had  not  confided 
to  it.  The  Soo^  cannot  denre  this.  All  that 
the  Sonth  asks  on  this  sabject  is  to  let  her 
alone.  To  this  extent  he  would  dieerfoUy  pledge 
the  Government.  He  would  commit  it,  mind 
and  soul,  to  sustain  the  constitution  as  it  was ; 
to  protect  the  institutions  and  the  interests  of 
every  part  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  its  constitu- 
tional powers  would  authorize  it  to  go  for  that 
pnrpose.  The  resolution,  amei^ed  as  he  pro- 
posed, was  strong  enough. 

Hr.  CiiBons  entertiiiied  every  smtiment  of 
respect  fbr  tiie  feelinga  of  the  Sai^»r  trma 
Hiehigau,  (Hr.  NoKviLL.)  He  believed  Ids  feel- 
ings were  sound  throughout,  and  were  based 
upon  sound  policy.  He  be^ed  leave  to  state 
his  reasons  for  inserting  the  words  "  the  seve- 
ral States,"  etc  It  was  his  belief  that  in  many 
things  it  was  admitted  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment that  the  States  had  separate,  distinct,  and 
vested  constitutional  rights.  In  this  belief  and 
understanding,  there  had  so  long  existed  a  gen- 
eral good  feeling  between  the  two  Govern- 
ment^ their  acts  were  in  all  things  correlative, 
and  wffe,  so  £ur  as  they  acted  together,  pro- 
motiiiv  individnal  and  oonfederatire  r^hts,  by 
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which  course  of  action  each  ever  streQ^theoed 
the  other,  and  tended  to  prodnoe  nmoo  and 
harmony  throughout ;  and,  what  was  more,  it 
tended  to  uphold  the  domestic  institutioos  of 
the  States. 

£tu7  ofie  must  admit,  oontinned  Hr.  C,  that 
the  quarantine  laws  were  wholly  under  the 
State  control,  while  the  laws  of  commerce  were 
controlled  wholly  by  Congress;  yet  the  two 
were  inseparable,  and  each  depended  up<m  the 
other.  Congress  never  cliumed  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  regulation  of  one  brauco,  nor  did 
the  Government  of  the  several  States  deny  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  over  the  other. 

During  the  French  BevolntioD,  an  insiirTeo< 
tion  broke  out  in  the  French  colony  of  St.  Z>o- 
miugo  among  the  blacks.  There  was  a  daoger 
of  intercourse  and  interference  of  the  blacks  on 
the  island  and  those  of  our  States.  To  prevent 
this.  State  lawsjpn^bitang  such  intercourse, 
were  passed.  These  laws  were  sanctioned  by 
Coi^resB. 

Ihere  was  a  strong  analogy  in  this  case  t« 
the  one  now  under  discussion.  Congres  had* 
here  passed  laws  distinctly  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  States,  In  farther  illustration  he  would 
cite  the  laws  and  relation  of  the  port  oi 
Charleston:  Ids  position  was  here  still  more 
strengthened.  He  alluded  to  the  prohibitioa 
of  block  stulors  on  board  vessels  trading  with 
that  port  Congress  had  yielded  and  fully  as- 
sented to  the  provisiom  of  the  law,  and  even 
the  British  Government  had  assented,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  pr^riety  of  such  enactments 
and  regulations.  Having  said  this  much,  for 
the  purpose  d  wmvincuig  his  fiiend  from  lueb- 
igan,  Qir,  Noxveu,}  he  should  k>ok  wiA  th» 
greyest  confidence  for  his  vote  in  aopport  of 
the  resolution,  without  his  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Hr.  NosvKLL  responded,  that  yesterday  the 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina  had  eipressod  a 
dei^e  to  transfer  this  whole  Abolition  war  to 
tiie  N'orth  and  the  North-west ;  a  belief  that 
th«r6  was  to  be  the  great  battle-ground  of  the 
oonfiict  Ooold  that  honorable  Senator  then 
wish  to  weaken  the  hands,  to  impair  the  moral 
vigor,  of  those  who  were  to  fight  that  great 
b^e  toe  tiie  safety  of  the  South,  and  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  Union  ?  Tliis  he  would  do,  if 
he  were  to  persist  in  requiring  us  to  lend  oar 
1^  to  "  increase  "  and  "  BtirengUien  the  institn- 
tiim  of  slavery.  The  Senator  had  aDnded  to 
the  perfect  beauty  and  harmony  of  our  system 
as  it  was.  For  this  very  reason  was  it,  that 
the  amendment  had  been  pn^iosed.  It  was  to 
preserve,  not  to  mar  the  harmony  and  beanty 
of  our  system,  that  this  Government  should  not 
be  reqnired  to  go  beyond  the  maintenance  of 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States  as  they 
exist  and  are  protected  by  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. The  Senator  had  illustrated  bis  views, 
by  adducing  special  cases  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment had  by  law  interfered  to  sustain  and 
strengthen  the  health  laws  of  the  States,  and  to 
protect  the  South  against  the  effects  (tf  the  agi- 

Digitized  by  Google 


68t 


9d  Sm] 

tation  in  St  Domingo,  some  jemn  ago.  Hiat 
W8fl  all  proper ;  it  was  coQBHtntional ;  ^mt  the 
illustrations  did  not  snstain  the  general  propo- 
sition  ooottuned  in  the  resolution. 

Ur.  pBxsTON  sidd :  The  resolntion  In  its  pres- 
ent shape,  asserts  that  the  General  GoTem- 
ment  is  bonnd  to  protect  the  domestio  instita- 
tions  of  the  Kvwtl  States.  This  ground  he 
never  widied  to  assome.  Th^  States  shoold  be 
spflferedtoimdntrin  and  protect  their  own  rights, 
and  their  own  inatitadons.  The  General  Qot- 
ernment  was  rather,  In  his  opinion,  bonod,  from 
its  verf  nature,  not  to  intermeddle  vnth  iheee 
riffhtty  bnt  strictly,  and  in  every  instance,  to  hea> 
hands  off.  To  lllnBtrate  hia  argoment  he  wonld 
revert  to  some  few  of  these  institntions  in  Tsricnu 
qnarters.  One  of  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant domestic  institutions  of  Maryland  was 
the  State  Colonization  Society.  It  was  a  State 
corporation.  Wonld  his  colleagne  wish  to  see 
the  direct  action  of  Oongreas  to  snpport  this 
institution?  Wonld  there  not  be  as  many  con- 
flioting  B^timents  on  the  snbject  as  npon  that 
of  domestic  slaTOiy?  -Ilie  great  mannfaotories 
(tf  the  North  aro  inoorpor^ed,  and  have  vast 
amounts  of  ftinds  invested;  utoold  these  be 
eitfaw  directly  protected  or  Invaded  \sj  Om- 
gress? 

He  wonld  admit  that  Government  mig^t  by 
its  action  contaribnte  to  e^bli^  proper  seon- 
rlty  to  State  institntions,  so  &r  as  is  consistent 
wHh  the  constitution,  and  with  State  rights 
and  enactments,  and  the  ocHutitaticms  f>t  tiie 
States,  but  no  rarther. 

-Mr.  Oalhouit  was  willing  to  assent  to  the 
amendment,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
do  so.  He  wonld  make  any  oonoeesion  to  meet 
the  views  of  those  oppceed  to  the  dooMne  of 
AboHtiott,  in  order  to  get  a  strong  vote  in  favor 
of  the  general  doctrines  set  forth  in  tiie  resoln- 
tions. 

Mr.  Fssnoir  fallowed  in  snmxut  tit  tiie 
opinions  he  bad  eziHressed  in  nvor  of  tiie 
auieudniMit. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  said :  The  avowed  pnipose  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was,  that  the 
Senate  should  express,  by  resolution,  as  their 
deliberate  opinion,  that  any  interfarence  on  the 
part  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  or  any  Inter- 
meddling of  any  portion  of  the  community, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  with  domestic 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Southem  States,  witii 
a  view  to  iu  alteration  or  tubtenion,  would  not 
only  be  grossly  uiriust,  but  a  oonrse  of  proceed- 
ing not  warranted  by  the  con^tution.  This 
was  the  declared  oUeot  <^  the  Senior,  and  to 
an  tUs  he  most  readify  yf  ^ed  hia  assent. 

He  need  not  assnra  the  Senator  fnm  Sonth 
Oardina,  that  no  man  was  more  willing  than 
Idmaelf  to  carry  out  snoh  a  purpose— and  most 
cbeeiftdly  would  he  support  any  resolution 
drawn  oat  in  the  strongest  terms,  and  in  the 
most  forcible  language,  folly  to  express  such  a 
sentiment.  He  did  not  agree  with  Senators 
who  thought  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  the 
adoption  m  these  restuotKma.  Jf«m,  wry  mimA, 
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in  his  Judgment,  wonld  be  aeounplished  1^ 
agreeing  to  the  resolutions  (with  some  amend- 
ments) which  had  been  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  If  this  did  not  go  fiur 
enough  as  the  .  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Pbbston)  expressed — if  they  wonld  not 
inspire  oonfidenoe  and  give  security  in  the 
South,  he  firmly  believed  that  their  adoption 
would  be  prodnctive  of  much  good  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States.  He  represented  on  this 
door,  with  his  rflepeetedo(dleitgaet  one  of  those 
States ;  and  he  ooold  not  donht  tiiat  tiie  adop> 
tion  of  these  resolutions  snbetantiaUy,  woud 
tend  to  allay  in  that  quarter,  the  spirit  of  Abo< 
litionism — would  be  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
telligence and  to  the  patriotism  of  the  fr«e  <nt- 
izens  of  the  North ;  and  he  coold  not  for  a 
moment  doubt  that  they  would  have  a  control- 
ling inflnence  upon  the  course  and  oondnct  of 
the  Abolitionists  themselves.  If  the  adoption 
of  that  resolntion  would  not  directiy  influence 
the  action  of  the  AlwUtionists,  they  could  not 
fail  to  produce  a  poweriul  effect  on  public 
opinion ;  and  throiwh  the  inflnence  of  popular 
sentiment  would  this  fell  spirit  of  fanaticism  be 
st^^  He  was  thwOfore  pr^nred  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarollna  in  carrying  out 
the  purpose  avowed.  But,  while  he  was  thus 
prepared  to  give  his  suppwt  to  the  resolutions 
of  tne  honorable  Smator — believing,  as  he  con- 
scientiously did,  that  their  adoption  would  do 
good  at  home — he  could  not  agree  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  tliird  resolution,  as  the  Senator  had 
drawn  it.  It  went  ftirther  than  he  was  willing 
to  go.  His  doctrine  had  been,  ever  since  he 
had  been  a  member  of  Congresa,  that  it  was  the 
bonnden  do^  of  the  North  *^to  let  ^  wholo 
matter  alone."  That  the  institntion  ot  domes- 
tic slavery,  as  it  existed  in  the  Sonthem  section 
of  the  Union,  was  no  concern  of  theirs.  He 
would  sorest  an  alteratitn  in  the  first  para- 
gmph  of  the  resolntion,  not  that  it  was  olf}eo- 
ti(mable  to  himself  as  it  was ;  bnt  the  altenk 
tion,  he  was  satisfied,  would  make  it  more  ao- 
oeptable  to  some  of  its  friends.  He  wonld  have 
that  part  of  the  resolution  read— "that  this 
Government  was  instituted  to  carry  into  e^ot 
the  powers  delegated  by  the  constitution  for 
the  mntual  benefit  and  prosperity  of  th^ 
States." 

He  wonld  not  press  this  alteration,  bnt  he 
was  assnred  that  it  wonld  be  more  acceptable 
to  some  friends  in  that  form.  It  would  reoeive 
his  support,  whether  altered  or  whether  it  re- 
mains unchanged  in  this  portaouW ;  but  be 
Mi  a  great  solidtade  to  have  the  amendment 
propoMd  by  the  Soiator  flN»n  Michigan  admit- 
ed.  Snoh  wonld  be  the  import  oi  the  resoln- 
tion, witiiont  the  amendmoit,  tiiat  eould  noP 
(friendly  as  he  was  to  the  object)  vote  for  it. 
The  resolntion  declares,  in  substance,  "that 
this  Government  is  bound  so  to  exercise  its 
powers  at  to  ffive,  ae/of  as  matf  bepraoticabU, 
%nereased  ttahiUty  and  tecurity  to  the  institUf 
tion  of  domestie  tlavert/ ;  and  that  it  is  the 
solemn  dn^  of  the  Quvemment  to  resist  all  at- 
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tempts  to  weekeo  or  destroy,  bnt  is  bound  to 
i^rmgihen  and  to  uphold  the  iitititutton  of  do- 
mettic  ttaoorjf."  He  was  sore  that  the  Senator 
from  Sonth  Carolina  could  not  ask  this  at  his 
hands. 

Ur.  Pekstox  inquired  how  the  resolation 
wonid  r«d  were  the  unendmmt  ad(^tedf 

Ur.  Bdohaxux  reDiarked,  "  Saaetl^  right,^ 

Hr.  OALBomr  Annoonoea  his  fiiU  asBent  to 
the  amendment 

Mr.  SioTB,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  fi^wing 
as  a  proviso  to  the  third  resolntioo,  on  Trhicn 
he  asked  the  jeas  and  nays  : 

"  Prmided,  That  notiung  coatahted  In  these  reso- 
hitioDfl  shall  be  construed  or  understood  as  express- 
log  an  (pinion  of  this  Senate  kdrerse  to  tbeee  ftinda- 
meobd  principles  of  this  QoTemment,  *  That  all  men 
■re  cre^ed  eqtul ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  oert^n  inalienable  rights  {  that  among 
these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hapi^ees. 
That  the  fireedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  aiid  the 
<tf  tin  pe(^  peaceably  to  assemble  to  petition 
tiie  GorannneDt  for  redress  of  ^[tievances,  shall  never 
be  abridged.  That  error  of  opmion  may  be  tolerated 
wUte  reason  Is  left  free  to  combat  it  That  the 
TTnioQ  must  be  preserved.'  But,  on  the  contrary, 
all  tiiose  constitutional,  fundamental,  and  politi<al 
truths,  are  expressly  recognized  by  th^  Senate." 

Ur.  OALHoim  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  should  attempt  to  em- 
barrass the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  by  the 
introduction  of  an  abstract  proposition,  not  rele- 
tant,  and  not  calculated  to  have  any  salutary 
effect.  If  the  resolutions  were  incorrect  in 
principle,  TOte  them  down ;  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, if  they  were  based  on  prop^  constitutional 
ground,  why  not  sosti^  them  in  a  erisis  like 
the  present,  which  all  must  admit  to  he  dan- 
gerons  to  the  best  Interests  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  BiOTH,  of  Indiana,  denied  that  he  had 
ever  on  any  occasion,  in  that  or  any  other 
body,  sonant  to  do  by  indirect  means  what  he 
ooold  do  directly.  He  said,  if  the  proviso  was 
but  an  abstraction,  as  it  had  been  named,  the 
resolution  itself  was  no  more ;  one  abstraction 
was  surely  as  good  as  another ;  and  if  the  Soi- 
ate  is  to  be  engaged  in  building  up  abstractions, 
those  which  he  now  offered  were  too  important 
to  be  overlooked ;  they  were  the  abstractions 
of  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  might  be 
safely  deemed  as  worthy  of  attendon  as  the 
more  modem  ones  of  present  Senators. 

Hr.  Oalhouh  observed  that  he  had  s^d 
notliing  of  the  truth  or  error  of  the  principles 
contained  in  the  proviso,  but  had  dmply  enter- 
ed bis  protest  ngunst  its  being  attached  to  Ida 
tesolntions.  was  there  any  thing  in  his  reso- 
lutions that  infringed  the  right  of  speech  or  the 
freedom  of  the  press  f  When  ^at  was  aimed 
at,  it  would  then  be  time  to  m^e  the  objection. 
He  had  sud  before,  and  would  repeat  it,  tiiat 
the  only  object  was  to  have  a  common  ground 
on  which  all  might  stand,  North  as  wdl  as 
Sonth,  to  repel  a^esaion. 

Mr.  Yorao,  of  Illinois,  eaid :  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pbe8to>',)  in  speak- 
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ing  of  tlie  domestio  institutions  of  the  Sooth, 
and  especially  in  r^ard  to  slavery,  says  hadt 
off"  as  to  the  dave-Wding  Stales,  and  they  will 
take  care  of  tbemselvee.  He  not  only  deni« 
the  power  of  the  General  Govemm«it  to  aeoen 
and  protect  the  State  institirtioDS  in  every  case, 
and  under  every  variety  of  droomataiiee^  bat 
s<rfenuily  protests  against  its  exwdac^  as  an 
unwarrantable  and  upcalled^or  inter&renoe. 
Now,  ur,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what  coostroo- 
tioQ  he  gives  to  the  third  clause  of  the  secmid 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitutiaB, 
which  provides  that  ^^nQpenon  held  to  wrvtM 
or  labor  in  one  State,  vnder  the  late*  Hmr^y  a- 
ec^Tig  into  another,  shall,  ineorMguenee^ifaHf 
lai^  thereiTi,  l>6  diacharged  J^om  tush  tervice  or 
labor,  tut  thaU  be  delitered  vp  on  elaim  ^  the 
party  to  whom  meh  service  or  labor  majf  he  due  P* 
Suppose  the  act  of  1793,  passed  in  pursoanoe 
of  this  provision  in  the  constitution  to  enable 
owners  to  redium  their  fagitive  slavce,  should 
be  rep««led;  that  the  General  GoTemnunt 
should,  in  aooOTdance  witli  the  oniinon  of  flie 
Senator,  act  upon  the  prini^le  of  "  Jkondli 
in  fptnre;  and  one  of  the  slaves  of  Sooth  Cwo- 
lina,  oMng  service  under  the  laws  of  Uiat State, 
should  escape  into  Pennsylvania  or  Ohio,  and 
should  be  protected  there,  in  what  way  would 
the  honorable  Senator  reclaim  him  I  Would 
he  march  an  army  agunst  the  offending 
and  make  recapture  ti  et  armie — with  force  of 
annsf  Surely  not,  sir.  But,  Mr.  Presideot,  I 
believe,  npon  reflection,  that  the  Senator  did 
say  something  about  his  remedy,  and  that  ren- 
edy,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  to  hang  the  offendtr 
if  caught  within  their  borders.  I  deny,  sir, 
that  any  power  exists  in  any  of  iho  States  to 
punish  evm  AboUtioiuBts  for  snppoMd  otbuom 
oonunittedin  'any  other  State.  The  same  ccn- 
stitution  which  serares  to  the  sHave-htdder  the 
right  of  going  into  a  non>sIaveholding  State  t» 
recover  his  ni(^tive  slave,  equally  protects  the 
Abolitionist  in  the  privily  of  going  into  a 
slave-holding  State,  if  he  chooses  to  do  so,  pro- 
vided l^e  commits  no  oflfence  against  the  laws 
of  such  State  during  his  stay  within  its  linuta. 
It  has  been  denied  here,  again  and  again,  thst 
the  Abolitionists  have  any  designs  iqwn  the  in- 
stitution of  domestio  slavery  in  the  States.  I 
am  astonished  that  the  Stoiators  from  these 
States  should  not  have  detected,  and  exposed 
in  a  proper  manner,  one  desi^  at  leas^  of  a 
highly  important  character,  which,  if  not  obeok- 
ed  and  rebnked  in  time,  is  calculated  to  inflict 
a  fittal  blow  upon  the  peace  and  proeperitf  of 
this  Union.  I  understand,  sir,  that  under  that 
clause  in  the  constitution  to  whidi  I  referred 
as  providing  a  remedy  in  casee  -  of  festive 
slaves,  the  Abolitionists  contend  that  it  is  the 
rightfalprovince  of  the  State  Legitlaturet,  and 
not  of  Congreea,  to  provide  that  remedy ;  and 
that,  acting  under  this  supposed  influence,  one 
at  least  of  the  State  Le^slatures  (that  of  Mas- 
sachusetts) had  already  interfered  so  far  as  to 
provide  for  a  trial  by  jury  in  such  cases.  I 
would  Inquire  of  the  honorable  Senators  from 
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tliat  State  (Messrs.  Wbbstbb  and  Datib)  wheth- 
er saeh  U  uie  fact  or  not  ? 

[Both  the  Senators  having  denied  all  knowl- 
edge of  any  aneh  law  or  prooeediu^  Ur.Yoima 
jwoeeedad:] 

Then,  Ur.  President,  I  hare  been  misinform- 
ed in  rwation  to  tiiis  matter;  and  manj  of  the 
Alxditionlsts  who  would  not  intentiondly  mia- 
take  the  truth,  have  also  been  minnformed  and 
iiiip06ed  on;  for  snoh  has  been  the  belieC 
But,  fdr,  t^ls  maoh  I  know  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge, tlut  Abolitionists  are  required  to  circu- 
late memorials  addressed  to  their  State  L^psla- 
tnres,  requesting  the  paasage  of  laws  to  secure 
the  trial  by  jury,  under  State  authority,  in  all 
sneh  oases.  I  handed  to  the  Senator  from 
South  Oarolina  (Hr.  OALOOim)  a  few  days  since 
a  paper  oontaining  the  form  of  one  of  these 
memoriala,  which  was  given  to  me  by  a  profess- 
ed Abolitionist,  (and  who  is,  in  my  opinion,  in 
all  odier  respects,  a  Oluistian  and  a  worthy 
man,)  as  containing  an  exhibition  of  their  prin- 
ciples, motives,  and  actions,  by  which  it  will  be 
seen,  that  a  direct  attack  is  in  this  way  intended 
against  that  leading  principle  in  the  constitu- 
tion, which  alone  secures  the  possession  and 
eqjoyment  of  tiiis  great  interest  of  the  South. 
And  yet  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  (Mr. 
Pbcston)  says  "hattdt  off" — that  they  want 
none  of  our  interference  from  the  free  States. 
Then,  Mr.  President,  why  are  these  resolutions 
here  t  Why  are  we  of  the  free  States  solicited 
to  participate  in  their  consideration,  and  finally 
to  vote  upon  them,  if  the  South  requires  no 
aid  at  our  bands?  Sir,  we  too  are  interested 
fin  settling  great  oonstitational  qnestaons ;  and 
being  interested,  will  ezerdse  our  privilege  of 
debating  tiiese  propositions,  if  we  ohoose  to  do 
eo,  and  of  voting  afterwards  in  such  manner  as 
our  judgment  may  direct  for  the  good  of  the 
whole.  Sir,  I  denre,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, that  this  provision  in  the  constitution, 
and  the  construction  now  put  upon  it  by  the 
AboUtiontsts  and  thdr  advocates,  may  not  be 
overlooked. 

Mr.  Pbsbtok  expressed  some  doubt  In  regard 
to  such  help  as  the  Senator  jnst  up  had  propos- 
ed. If  the  Qovwnment  should  not  protect  the 
interests  of  the  South  in  aocordanoe  with  the 
ooostitation,  they  would  take  care  of  them- 
selves. The  gentieman  had  admitted  Uiat  a 
slave  could  not  be  reoovoed  by  an  a^xdition 
jury  in  Pennsylvania,  or  other  non-davehold- 
uig  State ;  and  yet  he  demanded  that  the  Gen- 
wat  Qovernment  should  extend  its  protection 
to  inoendiariea  within  the  slave-holdmg  States. 

Mr.  Allkn  s«d  it  appeared  to  him  there  was 
a  general  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate 
to  have  this  discussion  as  limited  as  possible, 
and  it  was  therefore  a  source  of  regret  to  him 
to  observe  the  attempts  made  to  embarrass  these 
resolutions  in  their  progressL  He  had  deter- 
mined to  offer,  after  the  resolutions  had  been 
passed,  the  following  amendment,  to  be  ap- 
pended: 

**  That  noUdng  In  the  foregoing  reaolntioos  Is  la* 
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tended  to  recognize  the  r^t  of  Congress  to  impair 
in  any  manner  the  freed(un  of  speech  or  of  the  press, 
or  the  rkbt  of  petition,  as  secured  by  the  coiutitn- 
don  to  we  citizens  of  the  several  States,  irftUn  tbcar 
States  nqwctively.*' 

But  the  oonrse  taken  by  tiie  Senator  ftom  In- 
diana would  induce  him  to  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pronso,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "j»vv»t2M2,"  and  insert  what  he  had  just 
read. 

Mr,  Calhoun  was  willing  to  yield  every  inch 
of  gronnd  that  he  could,  to  fortify  those  who 
saw  the  danger  that  was  pending,  and  wished 
to  meet  it  in  a  proper  manner.  He  could  have 
wished  his  resolutions  to  have  passed  as  he 
originally  drafted  them ;  but  that  spirit  of  oon- 
cession  which  he  felt  under  the  responsibility 
he  had  asanmed)  would  indnce  him  to  vote  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  f^om  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Allek,)  because  not  adverse  to  tlio  spirit  of  his 
resolntions,  and  because  it  miglit  have  a  ten- 
dency to  reconcile  others  not  otherwise  cUspos- 
ed  to  sustun  them. 

Mr.  MouBis,  adverting  to  remarks  which  had 
been  made  relating  to  ube  puni^ment  of  Abo- 
litionidts  by  State  laws,  said  he  regarded  this 
and  other  similar  doctrines  which  had  been  ad- 
vanced in  this  debate,  as  subversive  of  all  ft'ee- 
dom,  and  of  the  institutions  of  the  country. 
He  insisted  that  all  classes  of  men  had  an  im- 
prescriptible right,  above  all  government,  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition. 
He  repelled  the  imputation  that  those  who 
were  unMeudly  to  these  resolutions  were  in 
any  way  unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  defend  the  right  ti  all 
men  to  trial  by  jury,  which  rights  he  innsted, 
was  ezpreasljr  guaranteed  by  we  constitution. 
And  if  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  belongs  to 
every  citizen,  on  what  pretext  could  a  free 
State  deny  this  right  to  any  man  within  such 
State  ?  Gould  the  State  deny  it  on  pretext  of 
color  ?  Or  could  it  be  denied  or  refbsed  on  no- 
count  of  the  oath  of  another  man  who  might 
swear  that  any  other  man  was  his  proper^l 


Fbidat,  Januarys. 
Mr.  C(Ukouf^»  &aolution$. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Ailes's  substt- 
tote  for  Mr.  turn's  int>Ti8o  to  the  third  reso- 
lution, whicih  substitute  required  that  the  reso* 
lution  should  not  so  be  oonstmed  as  In  any  way 
to  impair  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press 
or  the  right  of  petition — 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote : 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bodianen, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Ala.,  Clay  of  Ey,  Crittenden,  Citth. 
bert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  E^g,  Liim,  Lumpkin,  Ljroo, 
Nicholas,  Niles,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rives,  Rdene, 
Robinson,  Serier,  Smitlt  of  Con..  Southard,  Stnnge, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  Wri^t,  Toung^2. 

Nats.— Meesra.  Bayard,  Black,  Clayton,  Davia, 
Knight,  UcKean,  Morris,  Pivntiss,  Bobbins,  Boggles, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall— U. 

Mr.  MoBBis  offered  an  addition  to  this  reso- 
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IntioD,  dedaiing  that  the  right  of  the  people  to 
^>eab,  write,  print,  end  pabnsh  anj  thing  what- 
ever, was  indispotable ;  and  that  thej  were 
amenable  ooly  to  the  State  in  which  they  might 
be  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Oalsoun  Bidd :  Mr.  Ailbr^s  amendment 
covered  the  whole  oonstitntional  ground  on 
this  snttfect;  and  Mr.  O.  had  made  op  bis  mind 
to  accept  it  on  this  ground,  that  it  would  tend 
to  fortify  the  Senators  of  the  North,  in  relation 
to  their  votes  in  &vor  of  these  resolutions. 
He  was  willing  so  to  fortify  them ;  and  he 
would  a^ree  to  any  amendment  which  would 
not  impair  the  principles  of  the  resolntions. 

Hr.  HosBiB  was  not  to  be  intimidated,  or 
driven  from  the  course  which  be  thought  it  his 
duty  to  porsne,  by  an  allusion  of  an  intention 
to  embarrass  this  body  or  any  otiier.  He,  as 
well  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  knew 
what  he  was  aboat^  and  nndwatood  his  own 
coarse;  and  he  wwild  be  here  free  and  nn- 
abaekled,  and  exempt  from  all  party  restraint^ 
as  an  American  dtizen  oa^bt  to  be,  and  wonld 
express  freely  and  fully  his  opinion  on  every 
subject  before  this  body.  Sir,  said  Hr.  M.,  am 
I  at  liberty  to  say  wluit  was  intended  by  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  ? 

The  Cb&xb  said,  to  do  so  was  ont  of  order. 

Mr.  U.  said  he  would  not  then  suppose  that 
the  resolntions  themselves  were  intended  for 
greater  and  more  remote  objects  than  those 
expressed;  bat  it  was  Intimate  to  speak  of 
the  objects  to  which  they  must  and  would  lead. 
In  the  arguments  here  on  the  liberty  of  speech, 
ohuges  were  oontinnaUy  rung  on  th«  Unifn. 
Kow  it  was  a  onestion  whether  the  readntlonB 
themselTes  had  not  a  strong  squinting  to  a  dia* 
scdntion  of  the  TTnioo.  It  was  not  far  Mr.  M. 
to  aaj  that  they  were  Intended  to  prodnoe  that 
effiaet  bat  they  woold  be  jndf^  of;  and 
whether  or  not  they  went  to  establish  the  doo- 
.  trine  that  the  States  were  independent  of  each 
other,  Mr.  M.  would  not  now  Adly  disonss ;  but 
he  believed  they  would  operate  to  confirm  that 
doctrine.  The  question  was,  whether  the  doo- 
trines  of  Mr.  M.^s  amendment  were  true.  Was 
the  right  of  a  citizen  indispntable  to  speak, 
write,  print,  publish,  on  the  laws  and  institu- 
tions of  other  States  t  I  say  it  is  so ;  it  is  the 
li^t  of  every  dtizen.  If  that  right  is  pnt 
down  by  the  laws  of  the  country,  I  must  snb- 
mit  to  those  laws,  and  I  ask  now  that  I  may 
know  what  liberty  they  will  leavd  me.  I  de- 
sire to  know  this  by  Uie  vote  on  my  amend- 
ment, and  I  hope  that  the  question  will  not  be 
evaded,  that  I  may  know  how  much  I  am  to  be 
abridged  of  these  privileges. 

Mr,  SioTH,  of  Indiana,  sdd,  when  he  offered 
the  amendment  he  intended  merely  to  reoord 
his  vote,  leaving  other  Senators  to  discnss  the 
matter.  Kor  shonld  he  now  be  driven  from 
the  course  be  had  originally  marked  out  for 
himself,  was  It  not  for  tne  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  Qlr.  Calboun.)  That 
Senator  had  thought  proper  to  intimate  that  he 
(Ur.  S.)  hod  movw.  the  amendment  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  defeating  the  reaohitioiis  IndlmrtlM 
He  would  say  to  the  BenatM'  that  he  had  wboi* 
}y  mistaken  the  oharaeter  of  the  mover  of  the 
amendment.  He  could  aseare  the  Bcnator  that 
he  would  never  resort  to  indirediMi  to  defeat 
anymeasore.  He  feared  no  odMrre^KHisibifity 
than  that  which  he  was  to  meet  in  his  State, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  pnUio  duties ;  and  even 
there  he  had  no  hesitation  in  believing^  that  in 
this  instance  he^was  repwanttng  the  wishes  of 
an  overwhelming  nu^ori^  of  the  people.  The 
Senator  had  objected  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  a  collection  of  mere  abetno* 
tions.  Sir.oanthoSoiatorbeserioos?  What 
are  his  whole  resolutions  but  abstractions  f 
Have  there  been  any  petatums  or  memonalx  re- 
ferred on  the  subjects  embraced  ia  the  resola- 
tionsf  Were  the  resolutions  reported  » 
committee  ?  Was  it  intended  by  the  morer  to 
ingraft  any  le^alatiira  enaetaneuk  vpon  theml 
No,  ^ ;  tiicy  are  the  mem  tf»traefc  eflkwou 
of  the  mind  of  tlut  gentleman  himself;  and  ytfe 
the  Senator  objects  to  the  amendment  beeanse  it 
expresses  abstract  opmions.  Sir,  if  the  Senator 
gives  ns  One-dded  abstractions,  can  he  otgeot 
to  be  met  by  abstraetima  on  the  other  Met 
If  abstraotions  are  to  be  resolved  here,  let  ns 
have  the  whole  of  them ;  let  ns  not  affirm  a 
part  of  a  creed,  and  not  the  whole. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter;  he 
could  see  no  good  that  oonld  poanbly  grow  ont 
of  these  resolutions,  and  they  nay  do  mnch 
harm.  He  was  willing  to  leave  the  constitB- 
Uon  and  its  expodtion  with  the  people ;  it  was 
plain  enough  for  him,  and  he  wcwild  s^  to  the 
mover  of  these  reeolntk»»,  that  if  that  iastm- 
mei^  did  not  give  the  neoessHry  seeorit^  to 
dmnestio  institnti<»8  ot  the  States,  no  raaolna 
of  this  body  as  to  the  extent  cf  ttie  powers 
conferred  by  it  could  do  it.  The  Senatw  frna 
South  Carouna,  in  answer  to  some  remarks  «( 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  (Hr.  MoBua,)  had  atafted 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  abridge  the  freedom 
of  q>eedi  or  of  the  press  b^  the  re«(dutioii& 
and  that  Senator,  a  few  minutes  ago,  stated 
that  he  admitted  the  tnith  of  the  princiiileB 
contained  in  the  amendment  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
offered ;  if  he  was  mistaken  in  the  admiarioaa 
of  the  Senator,  he  would  correct  him. 

[Mr.  OiLHomr  said  he  had  ndflier  denied  nor 
admitted  their  truth.] 

Then,  aald  Mr.  8.,  it  is  imnortani  that  tba 
Senate  should  dther  d«iy  or  aomit  them.  Ihe 
Senator  says  that  the  amendment  is  intoided  to 
overtiirow  Ms  readutions  by  indtreetion.  Does 
not  the  Senator  see  that  he  admits  aw«y  his 
whole  case,  that  his  ailment  proves  too  ranch  t 
For,  if  the  amendment  be  tme,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciplee  contained,  in  it  are  orthodox,  and  if,  as  the 
Senator  admits,  they  are  antagonistioal  to  his 
resolutions,  it  follows  of  course  that  the  resoht- 
tions  cannot  be  correct  in  prindple.  If  the 
two,  the  amendment  and  the  resolntions,  canr 
not  stsnd  together,  which  must  &U  ?  The  fint 
part  of  the  amendment  was  copied  from  the 
Declaration  of  Ind^end^ue.  la  it  possible,  at 
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this  day,  that  the  memorable  and  glorious 
decIaratioD  of  tiiose  departed  rtateamen  and 
heroM,  which  stimulated  the  people  of  the  in- 
fant colonies  to  deeds  of  glory  and  renown,  and 
which  has  1>een  thought  worthy  to  form  a  part 
of  the  MHistltntioii  of  the  several  States,  is  it  to 
be  set  aside  by  the  Senate  dfba  Unitea  States, 
to  give  [daoe  to  the  ntfw4lhiifl}ed  doetrinea  of 
the  Senator  from  Sooth  Oarolinat  The  next 
provirion  of  the  ammdmeot  waa  celled  ftvm 
the  first  section  of  the  Amendment  to  Uie  Oon- 
stttQfion  of  the  United  States.  'The  principles 
contained  in  it  were  considered  so  important, 
that  H  was  thought  neoessary  to  incorporate  it 
in  the  eonstitntion  by  an  amendment,  as  it  was 
omitted  in  the  original.  Are  these  principles 
also  to  be  set  aside,  d«^ed,  repudiated,  abro- 
gated, and  contemned  by  this  Senate,  because, 
forsooth,  they  are  antagraiistical  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  firom  Sonth  Oarolina? 
These,  with  the  next  proTirion  in  the  amend- 
meatt  which  was  copied  frmn  Mr.  Jtffenoa'B 
tamgaxtl  address,  are  altogether  worttn^  of  the 
hi^  aooroe  from  whidh  my  emanated ;  ihej 
are  jnst  such  principles  aa  tnamea  mmk  cherish. 
They  recognize  the  doctrines  for  whidi  the 
patriots  and  sages  of  the  BeT(^ution  contended 
in  that  glorious  struggle  The  equality  of  man, 
the  freedom  of  the  press  and  of  speech,  the 
right  to  assemble  together  in  a  peaceable  man- 
ner to  consult  on  their  common  good,  and  to 
petition  the  Goremment  for  redress  of  griev- 
ances, tolerating  error  of  opinion,  but  leaving 
reason  free  to  combat  it — "error  of  opinion 
may  be  tolerated,  while  reason  is  left  free  to 
combat  it."  Tes,  sir,  error  of  opinion  is  not, 
in  this  country,  to  be  met  or  put  down  by  the 
rescrfntions  and  <^^ions  of  this  body  alone,  un- 
less onr  acts  are  aeooncled  by  paUio  opnion. 
Sir,  these  declarations  of  the  sage  of  )C(mtioeUo 
should  have  a  resting-place,  and  should  be  mmr- 
ished  in  the  hearts  in  his  oountiTmeD.  Tes^ 
combat  error  of  (pinion  by  reason,  not 
by  gag  laws,  not  by  mobs,  not  by  inqniritions, 
not  by  e^blishing  censorships  over  the  press, 
not  by  abridging  we  freedom  of  q)eech,  but  by 
reason,  holdmg  the  parties  responsible  for  the 
abuse  of  all  ^ese  privileges,  or  rather  rights, 
to  the  party  aggrieved ;  and  then  the  question, 
what  are  and  what  are  not  errors  of  ophiion, 
must  be  left  to  tiie  final  arbiters — the  people, 
where  they  tmut  be  left  In  every  country  where 
liberty  dwdls.  The  last  olaose  of  his  amend- 
ment waa  the  oelelHvted  aayins^  he  beUeved  It 
was  a  toast  on  a  pnUio  ocoanon,  d  e&Frad- 
dent  Jackson,  "  the  Union,  it  must  be  preBor^ 
ed."  He  Olr.  S.)  had  called  thia  a  poUtloal 
tmtti  in  the  amendment.  Was  he  mistaken  in 
the  character  he  had  given  itf  He  believed 
no£.  He  was  satisfied  that  it  was  not  Mily  a 
political  truth,  but  it  was  a  truth  that  met  the 
hearty  approbation  of  every  sane  mind  in  the 
nation;  and,  while  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  preseing  his  reedutions— in  almost 
every  one  of  which  a  reference  is  made,  in 
some  shape  or  other,  to  the  poasiUtt^  of  weak- 
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ening  or  destroying  the  Union — is  it  not  proper, 
nay,  more,  is  it  not  demaneUd,  of  this  body,  to 
reaffirm  that  most  vital  political  truth,  "  the 
Union  mutt  be  preserved  ? "  Yes,  air,  if  we 
resolve  any  abstractions,  how  can  we  do  less 
than  to  point  our  countrymen  to  these  truths, 
and  to  say  to  them,  intiieiiameof  our  jxnmtiTf 
Lid«rtiy  and  Vnim  are  om  and  intepa/nme, 
flMff  md  f&mvr.  "Why  do  Senators  oqeot  to 
its  adoption  f  Why  not  let  the  whole  go  to  the 
pec^e  tcwether  t  Are  gentlemen  afhdd  to  trust 
themt  u  our  opinions  on  these  abetract  qnea- 
tions  are  worth  any  thing  to  the  peopleujet  na 
give  th^  the  whole  xA  this  nutter.  He,  for 
one,  was  not  afrtud  to  trust  them. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  (Ur.  Batabd) 
had  in  part  torn  the  mask  from  the  first  one ; 
he  had  clearly  shown  that  it  embodied  the 
principles  of  nullification  as  they  are  under- 
stood in  the  State  from  which  the  mover  came. 
He  (Hr.  8.)  entiroly  concurred  in  that  opinion. 
But  that  waa  not  we  only  jvinoipld  invtuved  in 
the  reaolntiona  to  which  he  olnected.  In  hia 
ndnd  it  was  dear  that  they  strike  at  the  free- 
dom of  Qwedi  and  of  the  press,  and  the  ri^t 
of  the  peot^e  to  assemble  peaceably  to  consolt 
their  common  good,  and  to  petitiim  ^tke  Gov- 
ernment for  redress  of  grievances.  It  will  be 
seen  by  Senators  that  they  deny  the  right  of 
the  States  to  "  Intermeddle  "  with  the  domestio 
instituti(HU  of  the  other  States.  Now,  rir, 
what  does  the  word  "  intermeddle,"  as  it  is  here 
used,  mean?  Does  it  merely  mean  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  ri^ht  to  go 
mto  the  slave-holding  States  and  excite  an  m- 
snrrection,  or  otherwise  interfere  with  that 
domestio  institution?  If  so,  it  had  his  most 
hearty  ^probation.  But  If  the  meaning  waSf 
as  he  behoved  it  to  be^  that  to  qteak,  write^ 
print,  or  petition,  in  tiie  free  or  nan-slsv^old- 
mg  States,  on  any  subject  oonneoted  with  dft- 
very,  is  "  intermeddling"  with  that  institution, 
then  he  pot  it  to  gentiemen  to  say  whether  the 
constitotional,  fundamental,  and  political  truths 
contuned  in  his  amendment  were  not  direotljr 
controverted  by  the  resolutions. 

Sir,  these  resolutions  contain  all  the  prind- 
plee  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  known  as 
the  gag  lawb  of  the  elder  Adams,  in  a  much 
more  iMiotu  form.  The  pretext  for  the  enact- 
ment of  those  laws,  history  tells  us,  for  his  age 
prevented  him  knowing  any  thing  p«rsonal^ 
(rf  the  matter,  was,  that  the  Government  and 
ita  officers  had  been  malidonsly  and  wantonly 
amdled  in  meetings,  in  speeches,  through  the 
press,  by  caricatures  and  otherwise ;  that  the 
people  were  insisted  and  moved  1^^  fordgn 
emissaries  hostile  to  our  Government ;  that  it 
waa  calculated  to  bring  the  Government  and  ita 
officers  into  disrepute  with  the  pcoplcj  and 
weaken,  if  not  eventually  destroy  the  umcin. 

What  was  the  ground,  Mr.  Prerident,  occu- 
pied by  the  Jefferscmian  party  of  that  day  ?  It 
was  tiie  very  same  which  has  been  so  frequent- 
ly quoted,  and  which  Hr.  Jefferson  perpetuated 
by  iuoofporating  in  bia  inangnzal  addreeS)  "  er- 
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ror  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated  while  reason  is 
1^  free  to  combat  it."  What  is  the  pretext 
for  these  resolutions  ?  The  same,  the  very  same 
that  produced  the  gag  laws.  If  the  freedom 
^  speech  is  tolerated,  if  the  freedom  of  the 
press  is  not  abridged,  if  the  right  of  petition  is 
not  silenced  in  the  Don-slaveholding  Btates,  if 
the  people  in  these  States  speak,  write,  prints 
assemble  or  petition  on  anj  subject  connected 
with  slaverf,  they  are  "  intermeddling  "  with 
the  domestic  institutions  of  the  South,  and  foil 
within  the  denunciations  of  these  resolutions, 
en  the  assumption  that  the  Union  is  endanger- 
ed, bj  arraying  one  people  ^jainst  another. 
Look  at  your  leading  party  presses  every- 
where: do  they  not  publish  daily  inflamma- 
tory, and,  not  un&eqnently,  false  matter,  calon- 
lated  to  array  the  people  against  each  other, 
and,  in  tibe  language  of  these  resolutions,  to 
weucen  the  Union  ?  And  yet  who  is  prepared 
to  establish  a  censorship  over  the  press  I  He 
would  not  say  who,  bnt  he  would  say,  that  in 
his  opinion,  the  resolntions  under  conelderation 
assert  the  prini^le  in  terms  not  to  be  misun- 
derrtood.  He  (Mr.  8.)  was  asked  why  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  f  He  bad  many  reasons 
for  introdudng  it.  He  would  give  a  few  of 
them ;  first,  It^ause  he  wished  the  antidote  to 

g»  with  the  poison ;  if  either  was  to  be  sent 
rtb  as  the  doctrines  of  the  Bepublic.  Sec- 
ondly, because  the  principles  contained  In  the 
amendment  were  such  as  he  loved  to  recur  to 
and  ohwish.  Beoaose  he  had  scnne  anxiely  to 
ascerttdn  wfaetiier  the  ancient  landmarks  were 
still  left  standing  amidst  the  revolution  of  par- 
ties, or  whether  they  had  been  erased  by  the 
poltdcal  tornado  that  has  swept  over  the  land ; 
whether  he  had  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  GonsUtutioh  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  history  of  his  country  in  vwn ;  wheth- 
er those  doctrines  and  fundamental  principles 
have  become  too  old-fa^ioned  for  tjie  times, 
and  whether  he  had  to  study  a  new  political 
oreed  before  he  could  dischai^  his  duty  to  his 
State  and  the  nation  here.  Gators  favorable 
to  the  resolutions  have  been  pleased  to  express 
tiieir  regret  that  the  amendment  has  been  offer- 
ed. To  those  gentlemen  he  had  only  to  say 
that  he  regretted  the  introduotion  ol  the 
resohidons  as  htHtestly  as  they  regretted  the  in- 
troduction of  the  amendment ;  he  would,  there- 
fore, with  the  consent  of  Saoators,  set  off  his 
regret  against  theirs. 

Mr.  Bknton  bought  the  whole  subject  had 
better  be  referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee,  with  in- 
Btructions  to  report  at  some  fiiture  day ;  premis- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  that  the  committee  should 
be  chosen  chiefly  of  Senators  from  the  North, 
where,  to  bis  view  of  the  question,  the  bmnt  of 
the  action  would  necessarily  have  to  be  fought. 

Hr.  OALHotTK  hoped  the  motion  would  not 
succeed.  Much  pn^ress  had  already'  been 
made  in  the  diaoiuaon.  Should  the  motion 
prevail,  he  would  consider  it  but  a  .mode  of 
getting  olear  of  the  reBoIntiims.  He  had  offer* 
•d  them  M  the  antagoniBt  of  the  Termoot  res 


olutions,  and  to  asootBin  whether,  in  the 

3;iinion  of  the  Senate,  there  was  any  ooautitfr^ 
onal  ground  adequate  to  re^  the^aaaaolta  m 
our  rights  and  propniy,  on  whi^*  the  slave- 

holdiog  States  could  stand.  The  disctiamoo  had 
clearly  shown  that  there  was  none  other.  On 
the  ri^t  of  r^eoting  abolition  petitions,  at 
tlft>agl^  in  his  opinion,  one  of  the  dearest  that 
can  be  imaged,  we  of  the  South  were,  nnf«- 
tunately  for  the  peace  of  the  conntiy,  in  a 
minority.  So,  also,  on  the  question  of  the 
constitutional  Vight  of  ab<dishing  slavery  in 
this  District  and  the  Territories,  and  also  on 
every  other  particular  qnestion  which  has  been 
attempted  to  be  nused  on  constitutional  ground^ 
as  a  barrier  to  onr  rights  and  security.  Whtf 
remains,  then,  abort  of  taking  our  protection 
into  our  own  hands,  bnt  to  find  Mone  oaniw  in 
the  general  cbaracter  and  B^netare  of  onr  potit- 
ical  system  f  and  where  can  we  find  that  but 
in  the  view  of  the  conatitntiiHi,  which  eonddere 
it  aa  a  oon^pact  between  soTeidgn  and  mde- 
pendent  States  formed  for  tiieir  mutual  proq>er- 
ity  and  security  f  If  we  required  proof  that 
these  resolutions  assumed  the  only  constitu- 
tional ground  which  could  give  peace  and  quiet 
to  the  country,  and  secnrity  to  the  South  and 
West,  it  would  be  found  in  this  debate.  He 
had  challenged,  again  and  again,  those  who 
took  a  different  view  of  onr  system,  to  pouit 
out  where  protection  could  be  found  in  the  ooo- 
stitntion  according  to  th^  conoeptiMi  of  that 
instrument  None  had  been,  or  evw  attempted 
to  be,  shown.  It  wonld,  then,  be  in  Tttn  to 
refer  the  resolutions,  to  discover  some  new 
principle  in  the  constitution  calculated  to  effect 
tbeob)ectforwhichthey wereintrodoeed.  Kor 
would  it  be  more  useful  to  refer  thran,  to  modi- 
fy the  lan«u^  or  the  details.  They  were  ab- 
stract res^ations,'  involviog  littie  or  no  detiul% 
and  he  had  agun  and  again  avowed  his  readi- 
ness to  make  tiie  laogoage  acceptable  to  all,  at 
far  as  it  could  be,  without  sacrificing  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  they  rest;  of  which  he  had 
given  already  abundant  proof,  and  was  prepared 
to  give  ,  additional.  But  the  Senate  must  re- 
member that  the  difficulty-  hereh^ore  encoon- 
tered  ^d  not  originate  so  much  In  ai^  ol^eotiai 
to  the  principles  of  his  reeolotiona,  nor  to  the 
details,  cr  any  ^eooliar  exprudon,  as  the  desire 
to  ingraft  addit4<mal  matter  entirely  foreign  to 
their  nature  or  object,  and  the  consequence  of 
which  would  be  to  obstruct  their  passage^  or  to 
neutralize  their  effects  if  they  should  pesi. 
This  difScnlty  could  not  be  avoided ;  and  a  ref- 
erence, so  far  from  diminishing,  would  bnt  tend 
to  increase  it 

Tlius  thinking,  he  was  construned  to  con- 
clude that  a  reference  would  be  fatal  to.  the 
resolutions,  be  the  object  of  the  mover  whiat  it 
might;  and,  with  this  impression,  sfaoold  the 
motion  succeed,  he  would  leave  them  to  their 
fate ;  and,  like  the  mover,  he  would  dedine  aot^ 
ing  on  the  c(mimittee  shonid  he  be  ^xnoted 
amraiber. 

In  aiwiming  State  ri^tsgroanda  as  the  basia 
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of  his  resolations,  and  calling  a  rall^  at  this 
solemn  and  daogeroas  janctnre  of  that  great, 
though  in  /Lmeasnre  dormant,  party,  whicli  has 
ever  professed  the  State  rights  creed,  he  did  not 
intend  to  imply  that  gentlemen  opposite  to  him, 
or  the  party  to  which  they  belong  were  Aboli- 
tionists, or  ^^losed  to  coantenance  their  creed. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  party  was  soond,  and  adverse  to 
the  dangerous  projects  of  the  &uatics;  but 
candor  compelled  him  to  declare  that  he  oonld 
not  look  to  &em  in  this  hour  of  danger.  We 
hod  their  good  wishes,  it  is  true.  They  were 
even  willing  to  vote  it  inexpedient  and  danger- 
ous to  agitate  the  subject ;  out  when  we  touch- 
ed the  constitation,  and  asked  them  what 
barrier,  according  to  their  conception,  that  in- 
strument contuQs  against  their  incendianr  and 
mad  projects,  they  are  silent  Tbeir  political 
creed  not  only  admits  of  none,  but^  m  fact, 
rouses  into  action  that  dangerous  spirit  of  fanat- 
Idsm  which  threatens  to  subvot  our  iostitu- 
tions.  It  is  this  respontibility  for  what  they 
deem  onr  una,  which  has  roused  this  fell  spirit 
into  action;  and  the  ooooeption  of  their  re- 
^wnsibility  originates  in  that  mistaken  concep- 
tion of  our  system,  which  regards  it,  not  as  it 
really  is — a  union  of  States  for  the  mutual  good 
and  security  of  each,  but  a  great  and  consoli- 
dated community,  in  which  the  States  bear  the 
same  relation  to  the  whole  as  counties  do  to 
States ;  and,  of  course,  in  which  the  whole  is 
responsible  for  all  the  parts.  This  is  no  new 
opinion  with  him.  He  long  since  foresaw,  be- 
fore this  spirit  was  roused  into  action,  that  this 
false  and  dangerous  view  of  the  constitution 
would,  one  day  or  another,  lead  to  the  state  cf 
things  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves,  and  so 
tfAA  the  Senator  bom  Massachusetta,  Qlx.  Wbb- 
nsB,)  whoi  he  advocated  his  coiudidaUon 
doctnnes  in  the  discussion  on  the  force  bill,  in 
1688,  that  such  would  be  the  oonseqnenoe,  as 
he  must  remember. 

Thus  thinking,  the  gentlemen  opposite  mast 
ezcnse  him,  if  he  coold  not,  in  the  hour  of  dan- 
ger, look  to  them.  He  thanked  them  for  their 
good  feelings,  and  he  accepted  their  avowal  of 
opposiUon  to  abolition  with  all  sincerity ;  hot 
ae  wanted  something  more  substantial ;  some- 
thing that  would  not  pass  awa^  with  the  pres- 
ent incumbents;  some  constitutional  biurier 
and  guaranty ;  and  for  these  he  was  construned 
to  look  to  those  who  professed  the  opposite 
politioal  oreed.  How  little  reliance  ,we  can 
place  on  those  who  take  the  view  of  tne  cou- 
ititutlon  they  do,  this  debate  has  furnished 
ample  prooC  The  Senator  from  Indiana  has 
been  amon^  the  most  forward  to  disavow  abo- 
rtion sentmients,  and  to  express  good 
wishes  for  us  and  our  institutions,  of  the  sin- 
cerity of  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  reason  to 
distniat ;  and  yet,  while  he  makes  tiiese  avow- 
als, he  moves  amendments  to  these  resolutions, 
which  are  intended  to  exhibit  the  strength  of 
our  canse,  in  the  very  lan^age  of  the  perrert- 
«d  creed  of  the  aboutionists,  and  in  which,  if 
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he  had  sncoeeded,  he  would.  In  fact,  not  only 
have  neutralized  all  the  intended  effects  of  the 
resolutions,  but  would  have  given  a  triumph 
and  a  new  impnlse  to  those  whose  ohjects  he 
denounces,  ana  to  whom  he  professes  to  be  so 
much  opposed. 

I  fear  (said  Hr.  0.)  that  the  Senate  has  not 
elevated  its  views  soffieiently  to  comprehend 
the  extoit  and  magnitude  of  the  ezistiog  dan- 
ger. It  was  pwfaaps  his  mtafortuw  to  look  too 
much  to  the  fhtnre,  and  to  move  against  dan- 
gers at  too  great  a  distance,  which  had  involTOd 
him  in  many  difficulties,  and  exposed  him  often 
to  the  imputation  of  unworthy  motives.  Thus 
he  had  long  foreseen  the  immense  surplus  rev- 
enue which  u  false  system  of  legislation  must 
pour  into  the  Treasury,  and  the  fatal  conse- 
quences to  the  morals  and  institutions  of  the 
country  which  must  follow.  When  nothing 
else  could  arrest  it,  he  threw  himself^  with  his 
State,  into  the  breach,  to  arrest  dangers  which 
could  not  otherwise  he  arrested ;  whether  wise- 
ly or  not,  he  left  posterity  to  Judge.  He  now 
saw  with  eqnal  oleameas,  as  dear  as  the  uooOr 
day  sun,  the  fital  ct^seqaences  wUch  most  fol- 
low, if  the  present  disease  be  not  timely  arrest- 
ed. He  would  repeat  agidn  what  he  had  so 
often  sud  on  this  floor.  This  was  the  only 
question  of  soffieient  maKnitude  and  potency  to 
divide  this  Union,  and  divide  it  it  wonld,  or 
drench  the  country  in  blood,  if  not  arrested. 
He  knew  bow  much  the  sentiment  he  bad  ut- 
tered would  be  misconstrued  and  misrepresent- 
ed. There  were  those  who  saw  no  dimger  to 
the  Union  in  the  violation  of  all  its  funda- 
mental principles,  but  who  were  full  of  wpre- 
henuon  when  danger  was  foretold  or  renrted, 
and  who  held  not  the  anthors  of  the  danger, 
but  those  who  forewarned  or  oj^KMed  it,  respon- 
sible for  conseqaenoes.  But  the  cry  of  dis- 
nnion  by  the  weak  or  designing  has  no  terror 
for  him.  If  his  attachment  to  the  Union  was 
less,  he  might  tamper  with  the  deep  disease 
which  now  afflicts  the  body  politic,  and  keep 
silent  till  the  patient  was  ready  to  sink  under 
its  mortal  blows.  It  is  a  cheap,  and,  he  must 
say,  but  too  certain  a  mode  of  acquiring  the 
character  of  devoted  attachment  to  the  Union. 
But  seeing  the  danger,  as  he  did,  he  would  be 
a  trutor  to  the  Umon,  and  those  he  represented, 
to  keep  silence.  The  assaults  daily  made  on 
the  institutions  of  nearly  one-half  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  by  the  other-^nstitaticoui 
interwoven  from  the  be^nnlng  with  tihdr  politi- 
oal and  sodal  existence,  and  whidk  cannot  be 
other  tiian,  withontthdr  inevitable  destruction, 
wUl  and  must,  if  ooitinned,  maht  ttoopsopU  qf 
onsy  by  destroying  every  sympathy  between  the 
two  great  sections,  obliterating  from  Uieir 
hearts  the  recollection  of  their  common  danger 
and  glory,  and  implanting  lu  tbeir  place  a  mu- 
tual hatiied,  more  deadly  than  ever  existed 
between  two  neighboring  people  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  human  race.  He  feared  not 
the  circnlation  of  the  thousands  of  incendiary 
and  slanderous  pnUioations  wbioh  were  daily 
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iesned  from  an  organized  and  powerM  press 
among  those  intended  to  he  vilified.  Thej  can- 
not penetmte  our  section ;  that  was  not  the  dan- 
ger;  it  laj  in  a  different  direction.  Their  cir- 
cnlatlon  in  the  non-alaveholding  States  was  what 
was  to  he  dreaded.  It  was  infaring  a  deadly 
poison  into  the  minds  of  the  rising  generaticra, ' 
implanting  in  them  feelings  of  hatrod,  the  most 
deadly  hi^^,  instead  <Hr  aCfoetion  and  lore,  fin- 
one-half  of  mis  Union,  to  he  retnmed  on  their 
part  with  equal  detestatioo. 

The  first  and  derirftble  ohject  Is  to  arrest  tt 
In  tibe  non-davehol^ng  States;  to  meet  the 
disease  where  It  originated ;  and  where  it  ex- 
ists ;  and  the  first  step  to  this  is  to  find  some 
common  constitQtion&l  ground  on  which  a  rally, 
with  that  ohject,  can  he  made.  These  .resola- 
tious  present  the  ground,  and  the  only  one,  on 
which  it  can  be  made.  The  only  remedy  is  in 
Ihe  State  rights  doctrines;  and,  if  those  who 
profess  them  in  the  slave-holding  States  do  not 
rally  on  them,  as  their  political  creed,  and  or- 
ganize as  a  paiiy  against  the  fiuiatics,  in  order 
to  pnt  them  down,  the  South  and  West  will  he 
oompelled-to  take  the  remedy  into  their  own 

3&.  lE'rerident,  (said  Ur.  0.,)  we  are  reposing 
on  a  yolcano.  The  Senate  seems  entirely  i^o- 
rant  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  Sonth,  The 
msil  has  jast  hronght  us  mtelligence  of  a  most 
important  step  taken  by  one  of  the  Southern 
States  in  connection  witti  this  subject,  which 
will  give  some  conception  of  the  tone  of  feeling 
which  beg^  to  prev^  in  that  quarter. 

A  slave  was  kidnapped  or  stolen  by  some 

SersoDs  b^onging  to  a  trading  vessel  fi^m  the 
tate  of  Maine.  The  Governor  of  (3eorgia  de- 
manded a  surrender  of  the  ftagitive  criminals, 
(for  such  they  are,  be  their  motive  what  it 
may,)  under  the  oonsdtnticm,  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine.  It  was  not  complied  with. 
Hie  Governor  oT  Georgia  brought  the  subject 
b^re  the  Legidatore.  They  have,  as  he  un- 
derstood, acted  on  it,  and  unanimously  passed 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  and,  among  others, 
one,  if  the  surrend«-  of  the  ftwitives  be  not 
made,  after  another  and  more  solemn  demand, 
providing  for  the  convening  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity,  as  a 
member  of  the  Union,  to  take  the  subject  into 
their  eondderation.  All  who  know  that  State, 
know  that  rrhea  she  mores  die  intoids  no  idle 
menace. 

With  these  views  and  facts,  I  leave  it  now 
to  the  Senate  to  decide  whether  the  time  has 
not  arrived  when  lliey  aasht  to  say  what  atti- 
tude they  ought  to  assume  m  relation  to  this,  the 
most  momentous  and  dangerous  question  that 
has  ever  agitated  this  Union.  As  to  himself  he 
has  done  his  duty.  He  has  raised  his  warning 
Toioe,  regvdiess  of  the  unworthy  imputations 
to  which  ha  knows  he  exposes  himself.  He  has 
presented  the  result  of  his  most  mature  and  de- 
liberate reflection,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  pre- 
vent the  conflict  between  the  two  great  sections, 
■wiaoh  any  one  c^hle  of  reflection  must  see  is 
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approachiog,  and  must  take  place,  if  not  arrest- 
ed. He  has  done  his  duty.  Let  what  may 
oome,  he  wishes  to  free  hunself  from  all  re- 
sponsibility in  the  eyes  of  the  country  and  iha 
world,  and  of  the  pr^nt  and  future  genera- 
tions. He  was  not  sangaine,  he  mnst  say,  of 
the  success  of  the  measure,  even  if  it  should 
be  adopted.  He  had  presented  it  as  the  most 
likely  to  do  good,  and  in  the  derfre  to  do  any 
tiling  that  prondsed  In  the  least  to  avert  Ihs 
api^Mching  catastrophe,  whidt  he  was  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  Should  the  motioa  {trevaH, 
he  would  take  no  fbther  control  or  r^nnnlnl- 
ity,  which  would  then,  of  course^  rest  on  Uioee 
who  may  take  the  resolutions  into  their  own 
hands. 

Mr.  BronjLSAN,  of  PennsylTania,  had  deter- 
mined this  morning  to  move  a  reference  of 
these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Committee,  but  was 
dismoded.  This  motion  has  now  been  made  "by 
another  gentleman,  (Mr.  Bentoit,)  and  I  am 
called  npon  to  vote  either  for  or  against  it.  As 
I  am  still  clearly  of  opinion  that  an  imme^ate 
refereiu»  of  these  resolutions  to  a  Select  Com- 
mlttee  would,  under  existing  drcumstaoocfl,  be 
the  wisest  cour8&  whether  we  r^ard  the  in- 
terest of  the  Kortn  or  the  South,  I  am  pr^ared 
to  give  this  motion  my  hearty  sujpport. 

On  this  exciting  question  I  desire  to  do  noth- 
ing as  a  member  of  this  body  which  can,  in  the 
sl&itest  degree,  interfere  with  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  slave-holding  States.  My  fate  as 
a  public  man  is  as  deeply  staked  upon  the  pres- 
ervation of  these  rigfate  as  that  of  any  other 
individual  in  the  country.  I  have  long  Noce 
taken  my  stand,  and  from  it  I  shall  not  be 
driven.  I  do  not  desire  to  nudntain  mys^  at 
home,  unless  I  can  do  it  with  a  due  r^^ard  to 
the  rights  and  the  safety  of  the  pe(^le  of  the 
South.  I  am  prepared,  therefore,  to  adopt  any 
just  measure^  within  the  pale  of  the  oonatitn- 
tion,  to  settie  this  dan^rous  qaestioo,  and  to 
sfford  the  great^t  security  to  the  slave-holding 
States.  Kotwithstanding  these  are  my  senti- 
ments, I  cannot  believe  uiat  the  Senator  frora 
South  Oarolina  has  chosen  the  course  best  cal- 
culated to  attun  these  results.  This  is  the  great 
centre  of  agitation.  From  this  c^it^,  it 
spreads  over  the  whole  Umon.  I  therefore 
deprecate  a  protracted  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion here.  It  can  do  no  good,  but  may  do  much 
harm,  both  in  the  North  and  in  the  Sonth.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that,  after  the  ri^t  of  pe- 
tition had  been  reoogni^  by  a  solemn  vote  of 
this  body,  I  w  as  content  to  act  aa  we  have  done 
for  the  last  two  years,  and  leave  the  quesdons 
to  be  ffisonssed  by  the  people  of  the  country 
themselves.  "We  have  now  abandoned  this  safe, 
this  prudent  course,  and  what  has  been  the  re- 
sult? For  the  last  three  days  we  have  be^ 
engaged  in  a  discus^n  eminently  calculated  to 
irritate  and  inflame  the  public  mind;  and  as 
yet  we  have  not  adopted  the  third  of  tiie  series 
of  resolotions.  If  we  proceed,  I  shall  be  agree- 
ably disappointed  if  another  week  shoold  clo» 
this  debate.  And  what  shall  we  gain  by  the 
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adoption   of  these   resolutions  f  Kothing; 
worse  than  nothing.  Those  who  look  to  the 
votes  npon  them,  as  the  standard  by  which  to 
ftsoertam  hov  many  are  !n  favor  of,  and  how 
many  opposed  to,  their  main  object,  will  be 
greatly  mistaken.   Some  thirteen  or  fifteen 
votes  have  been  recorded  against  these  resola- 
tiotiB,  when,  fi*om  my  knowledge  of  Senators, 
I  am  firmly  convinced  that  there  are  but  very 
feWf  if  any,  who  are  not  prepared  to  vote  for 
resolations  prepared  in  such  a  conciliatory  spirit, 
aa  not  to  encounter  the  opinions  or  the  prefn- 
dioea  of  any,  and  which  unght  to  give,  and  I W 
liere  vodd         entire  aatisaotion  to  the 
Sonth.   The  moral  effect  of  snch  a  onaidmons, 
or  almost  munimons,  vote  of  the  Senate,  wonid 
be  great  npon  the  country.   It  is,  therefore, 
ibr  the  purpose  of  arresting  this  nnprofitable 
debate,  imd  of  having  sach  resolations  reported 
a  Select  Oommittee,  that  I  shaU  vote  in  favor 
of  the  proposition. 

What  have  we  witnessed  npon  the  present 
occasion?   The  Senators  from  Delaware,  al- 
though representing  a  slave-holding  State  npon 
thb  floor,  nave  voted  i^aiast  these  resolations, 
because,  in  their  opinion,  they  can  detect  in 
them  the  poison  of  nnllification.   Now,  I  can 
see  DO  snch  thing  in  them,  and  am  ready  to 
ftTow  that  in  the  main  they  contain  nothing  bnt 
correct  political  principles  to  which  I  am  de- 
voted.  Sat  what  then!   These  Senators  are 
placed  in  a  false  position,  and  are  compelled  to 
vote  agfunst  resolations  the  object  of  which 
they  heartily  approve.    Again :  my  friend, 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Waij.,) 
votes  a^nst  them,  because  they  are  political 
abstractions,  of  which  he  thinks  the  Senate 
ought  not  to  take  cognizance ;  although  he  Is 
as  much  opposed  to  abolition,  and  as  willing  to 
maintain  uie  oonstitational  rights  of  the  South 
as  any  Senator  upon  this  floor.   Other  Senators 
believe  the  right  of  petition  has  been  endan- 
gered ;  and  ontU  that  has  been  established,  they 
win  not  vote  for  any  resolutions  npon  the  sub- . 
jecL  ThoB  we  stand ;  and  thos  tnose  ot  ns  In 
uie  Korth,  who  mast  sust^n  the  brunt  of  the 
battle,  are  forced  into  fialse  portions.  Alx^ltion 
thns  acquires  force  by  brin^g  to  its  aid  the 
right  of  petition  and  the  hostility  which  exists  in 
the  yorth  against  the  doctrines  of  nalliflcation. 

Mr.  Pbeston  hoped  the  resolations  woald 
not  be  referred ;  it  could  no  do  good,  and  would 
protract  the  disonssioD,  of  wMch  ha  was  al- 
ready heartily  wearied. 

Mr.  Benton  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
commit  the  subject  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  Wall  had  hoped  the  subject  would  have 
been  referred  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  clearly 
incompetent  to  the  Senate  to  lat  day  after  day, 
making  alMtract  creeds,  and  estaUidiing  parti- 
edar  interpretations  of  the  cons^tation;  all 
which  was  foreisn  to  the  purposes  of  legisla- 
tion. He  would  ask,  on  whom  were  these 
codes,  creeds,  and  abstractions,  to  operate? 
Iliey  could  have  no  foroo  irlutever  as  law ; 
whom,  then,  would  they  bind  ?  No  one  pcr- 


son  whatsoever  I  Did,  then,  the  Senate  ex- 
pect to  settle  a  thousand  disputed  constituticaial 
questions  by  propounding  theories  and  abstract 

{>ropoBitionst  To  legislate  was  the  duty  of 
egislators,  not  to  broach  or  to  promalgate  ab- 
stract opinions  and  theories.  If  a  law  were 
introduced  on  the  subject,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
be  able  to  act ;  or,  if  the  report  of  a  oommittee 
had  come  up,  it  nught  be  received  or  rejected. 
As  it  was,  however,  the  coarse  pursued  appear- 
ed to  him  irregular,  anomaloas,  and  fraught 
with  bad  consequences,  converting  the  Senate 
into  a  mere  arena  of  theoretical  disputations. 


Batitbdat,  January  6. 
Mr.  CalhouTCt  Beaolutiom, 

The  qaestion  being  on  Mr.  Moseib's  amend- 
ment to  the  third  resolution, 

Mr.  Davis  said  that  he  had  several  times 
briefly  addressed  the  Senate  npon  this  subject, 
Which  for  two  years  or  more  had  been  gr^itiy 
agitated,  more  so,  probably,  than  was  UMfal. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  last  Oongresa,  after 
a  long,  animated,  denunciatory  debate,  carried 
on  chiefly  by  the  members  from  the  South,  the 
Senate  arrived  at  certain  results  in  r^^rd  to 
abolition  petiticms,  in  which  he  (Mr< 
not  concur,  bat  a  very  grrat  mqjori^  did.  It 
was  proper  to  recur  to  the  state  of  things  then, 
and  to  call  to  mind  the  sentiments  ai  that  day« 
The  leading  argument  in  that  debate  was,  that 
the  agitation  of  the  question  was  a  sonroe  of 
great  danger,  pr^nant  with  ruinous  eonse- 
t^uences  to  the  country,  causing  serious  obstruc- 
tion to  tiie  action  of  Congress,  and  great  un- 
easiness out  of  doors.  And  it  was  most  uigenUy 
insisted  that  it  was  one  of  those  delioate  topios 
which  it  was  not  safe  to  disonss;  which,  in 
truth,  we  had  no  right  to  disonss,  either  as- 
regarded  the  States  interested,  or  tiie  District 
of  Columbia  or  the  Territories. 

I  have  many  objections  to  these  resolutiona, 
more  than  I  wall  find  i^ysioal  alHli^  to  e:^ 
press,  and  the  stnmgest  those  c^eotiona  are 
to  their  political  character. 

They  are  not  called  for,  are  not  nuwe  efficient 
than  tLe  measures  now  in  force,  and  can  do  no 
good.  They  are.  as  has  been  well  said,  (a  port 
of  them  at  least,)  mere  abstractions  or  avowals 
of  abstract  doctrines  no  way  demanded  by  the 
occasion.  They  embrace  matters  having  no 
connection  with  abolition^  and  call  upon  us  to 
commit  ourselves  to  an  mtorpretaUon  of  the 
constitution  when  tiiere  is  no  emra-gency  arising 
in  the  oonrse  of  onr  public  duty  requiring  us  to 
^ve  interpretation  to  that  instrument.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  attempt  to  influence  the  public 
jodgmoiL  and  raon  wwka  of  Boperan^atton 
are  nest  let  done.  Any  and  all  toese  reascms 
are  a  most  unple  jnstifioationfor  voting  against 
even  tliat  which  mar  seem  to  be  ri^t  m  the 
abstract ;  for  I  would  give  no  oonntenanoe  to 
mokmg  a  creed  of  avowals  for  poUtidans,  and 
to  the  publication  by  the  Smate  of  abstraot 
opinions,  merdy  becuise  they  iBf  contain 


Mr.  Calkom't  Anabtfjou. 
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parent  tmisma.  Tfaej  ought  also  to  be  useful, 
And  put  forth  for  some  useful  public  pnrpoee. 

But,  sir,  the  leading  reason  ui^od  for  dispos- 
ing of  the  vhole  abolition  matter  is,  that  the 
afptation  of  the  topic  disturbs  the  public  har- 
mony and  endangers  the  Union.  I  am  quite 
disposed  to  respect  all  enoh  fears  and  apprenen- 
sioDs,  when  urged  with  serionsness ;  to  listen 
to  public  sentiment,  and  to  yield  much  to  public 
judgment ;  and,  I  am  happy  to  perceive  that 
the  thought  now  and  then  flashes  across  the 
minds  of  gentlemen,  that  there  are  two  ends  to 
this  Union,  both  of  which  should  fall  under  the 
protection  and  paternal  regard  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  whole, 
and  our  affections  and  watchfulness  should  be 
commensurate  with  the  whole.  The  resolutions 
before  ns  propose  no  measures  for  the  general 
harmony,  but  to  give  certain  interpretations  to 
the  constitution  favorable  to  the  slave  interest. 
This  is  to  avoid  the  dissolntion  of  the  Union. 
I  cannot  see  how  the  end  is  to  be  reached  by 
the  means. 

I  wish  to  aak,  rir,  what  your  recollections  are 
in  re^urd  to  the  history  of  public  policy.  Yon 
have  probably  tar  the  last  thirty  years  been  a 
witness  and  participator  in  what  has  occurred 
here,  and  your  memory  can  go  much  beyond 
that.  You  know  what  has  been  the  public  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  of  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
and  what  kind  of  a  reputation  those  have  ac- 
quired who  have  been  suspected  only  of  agitat- 
ing this  alarming  topic.  How  stands  the  Hart- 
ford Convention  in  public  estimation?  How 
otiier  conventions  and  assemblies  of  men  of 
more  recent  date,  who  were  supposed  to  medi- 
tate nnfriendly  feelings  to  the  Union  I  All  hos- 
tility to  the  Union  has  at  all  times  been  viewed 
by  uie  neat  body  of  the  people  with  the  most 
•proftnnul  sorrow  and  regret. 

The  AbolitionlBts  can  have  no  moUve  to  dis- 
solve the  Union.  They  have  never  been  chai^d 
with  SQch  an  object,  to  my  knowledge.  Their 
acts  may  create  alarm  and  discontent,  which 
may  tend  to  that.  There  may  be  selfish  men 
among  them,  for  the  ambitious  always  mould 
^e  moving  elements,  when  they  can,  to  aid 
their  own  selfish  purposes.  It  would  not  be 
singular  if  such  were  found  among  them,  hut 
their  numl>er  cannot  be  great.  But  liow  is  the 
Abolitionist  to  be  profited,  if  his  wishes  are  aU 
realized  ?  If  all  the  slaves  on  the  globe  were 
made  free,  how  will  it  mend  his  condition?  In 
no  "wQj  whatever.  He  can  nothing  by  the 
cthange.  But  tb^  repudiate,  and  very  properly, 
all  right  to  interfere  with  the  Statesi  and  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  Territories  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  worst,  then,  which  can  be  said  of  them, 
is,  that  tbey  are  deluded,  misguided  philan- 
thropists, fanatics — heated  with  an  unbecoming 
zeal.  I  do  not  mean  to  touch  the  question 
of  t^e  expediency  of  their  course  in  asking 
for  immediate  aWlition  in  the  District.  That 
I  will  meet  wheuever  the  Senate  will  open 
it  by  receiving  Uieir  petitdons,  but  not  until 
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then ;  for  the  right  of  petition  is  the  higher 
right,  and  must  first  be  vindicated.  I  f^alL 
however,  at  all  times  go  for  the  Union,  sua 
the  whole  Union ;  and  against  the  AboUtioDietB 
if  they  propose  to  interfere  with  constitotiwiil 
rights  or  guarantees. 

Mr.  CALnouif  said  he  bad,  he  belioTed,  been 
in  a  standing  minority  from  the  time  the  snV 
jcct  of  abomion  was  first  a^tated.  in  this  body 
till  tho  introduction  of  these  reaolntions ;  and, 
altJiough  he  had  steadily  objected  to  ibe  recep- 
tion of  any  abolition  petitions,  so  &t  from 
taking  a  lead  in  laying  tlicm  on  tho  table,  aa 
the  Senator  stated,  he  had  not,  in  a  sin^ 
instance,  made  such  a  motion.  Ue  was,  on  the 
contrary,  wholly  opposed  to  the  course.  He 
had  never  doubted  the  folly  of  the  position, 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive  petitions,  bat 
might  lay  tliem  immediately  on  the  table,  wiUi- 
out  consideration  or  discussion.  In  tho  original 
debate,  he  told  the  Senator  from  Fennsylvania, 
(Ur.  BuonANAH,)  who  took  a  lead  in  &vor  of 
that  course,  that  it  was  utterly  indefoisible,  and 
that  the  reasons  he  (Dfr.  B.)  assigned  to  prove 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive,  would  be  eqnaify 
cogent  to  show  that  we  were  bound  to  refer, 
report  on,  discuss,  and  decide  on  them.  He 
also  told  him  what  would  be  the  consequences 
of  his  false  position,  all  of  which  have  already 
been  realized.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  hM 
already  taken  the  precise  ground  which  he  fore- 
told would  be  taken.  Nur  \s  the  Senator  less 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  haa  been  opposed 
.  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject  He  has,  it  is 
true,  hcen  utterly  and  unalterably  opposed  to 
any  discussion  with  the  abolitionists.  They 
have  DO  right  to  come  here,  and  he  was  and  is 
for  shutting  the  door  in  their  face ;  bat  he 
never  shunned  discusntm  when  the  stdjeot 
came  fairiy  up,  nor  would  he,  bo  long  as  the 
Senator's  constitnents  and  others  continne  to 
agitate  the  sahject ;  in  proof  of  which,  he  re- 
ferred the  Senator  to  the  course  he  adopted  in 
relation  to  the  President's  Message,  some  yean 
since,  on  the  circulation  of  incendiary  publica- 
tions through  the  m^l.  So  fer  from  avoiding 
discussion,  he  raised  a  special  committee  on  that 
portion  of  the  Message,  made  a  fall  r^>ort 
adverse  to  the  Pre^denrs  views,  accompanied 
by  a  bill,  which  gave  rise  to  much  discussion. 
So  now,  acting  on  the  same  prindple,  he  had 
presented  the  resolutions  as  the  antagonists  oi 
the  Vermont  resolutions. 

But  this  is  not  the  onW  instance  of  the  mis- 
statement of  his  course  hj  the  Senator.  As- 
snmibg^  erroneously,  as  he  had  shown,  that  his 
podtion  had  been  that  Congress  has  no  right  to 
agitato  or  discuss  this  sabject,  however  pre- 
sented, he  accuses  him  (Mr.  G.)  of  challenging 
debate  on  the  present  occasion,  and  says  that 
he  (Mr.  Davis)  would  have  remained  sOent 
had  it  not  been  for  his  challenge.  It  is  true  he 
had  stated  that  the  political  creed  of  the  Sena- 
tor, and  those  who  thought  with  him,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  origin  and  structure  of  our  Govern- 
ment, so  for  from  affording  any  oonstiCutional 
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protection  Agninst  the  aasaolts  the  Abolition- 
ists, had  roused  their  fanatical  spirit  into  action ; 
ond  he  had  called  on  the  p&rty^  generally  who 
entertained  it,  to  show,  if  he  was  in  a  mistake  as 
to  the  effect  of  their  creed,  what  proteoUon  it 
afforded.  If  llie  Senator  has  constrned  this  into 
A  challenge  to  discoas  those  nstdnticuu,  he  mast 
saj  he  has  most  signaUy  tuled  to  meet  It  He 
Las  not  even  attempted  to  show  that  the  view 
which  he  and  his  {wrty  take  of  the  oonstitatloo, 
can  afford  the  least  protection  against  the  dan- 
gers which  now  so  seriously  menace  the  oonntry 
and  its  institutions.  His  silence  he  had  a  right 
to  consider  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  trnth  of 
his  assertion,  and  the  Senator  ought  not  to  be 
surprised  if^  after  this  tacit  confession,  he  should 
turn  to  those  who  entertMned  the  opposite  con- 
stitutional views,  and  call  on  them  exclusively 
to  rally  to  the  rescue  at  this  hour  of  danger. 
The  Senator  was  so  conscious  of  his  weakness 
on  this  point,  that  instead  of  attempting  to 
point  out  a  remedy,  when  his  poUticu  theory 
afforded  none,  he  took  the  oppo^te  course,  to 
deny  ttist  there  was  any  danger  to  be  repelled. 
He  told  us,  gravely,  that  the  Abolitionists  were 
no  Disnnionlsts ;  that  they  had  no  ambitious 
objects ;  no  corrupt  puriwse ;  that  they  repu- 
diated all  interference  with  the  States;  that 
tliey  only  aimed  to  abolish  slavery  in  tha  Terri- 
tories and  in  this  District,  where  there  were 
not  more  than  2,000  slaves;  and  that  tbey 
claimed  no  right,  but  to  beg  you  to  grant  them 
the  innocent  and  harmless  boon  they  craved, 
(of  cutting  our  throats  and  burning  our  honses,) 
and  that  Uiese  b^gars  were  but  a  handful,  of 
whom  a  lai^  porUon  were  females.  Such  is 
the  piobire  which  he  gives  of  this  small  band 
uf  iDnoeents,  and  the  harmless  motivea  that 
actuate  tfaem ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  the  con- 
stant, nnifonn,  and  open  avowal,  that  their  ob- 
ject is  the  total  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States, 
as  well  as  in  this  District  and  the  Territories,  and 
that  tbey  consider  the  abolition  in  the  latter  but 
as  the  first  step  to  abolition  in  the  former. 

As  brief  as  has  been  his  notice  of  the  Sena- 
tor's apolo^  for  the  Abolitionists,  (for  such  he 
most  consider  his  speech,)  it  is  much  longer 
than  he  would  have  made  it,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  respect  which  he  has  had  for  his  talents 
and  character.  He  cannot  consider  the  conrse 
he  has  pursued  in  his  speech  as  indicative  of 
Iiis  actual  feelings  and  fairness,  and  is  compelled 
to  regard  it  as  Indicative  of  the  distempered 
state  of  the  public  sentiment  of  those  he  repre- 
sented. Thus  viewed,  it  affords  an  important 
lesson  to  those  he  represented.  Throughout, 
not  a  censure  of  the  Abolitionists  is  whispered. 
All  is  excuse,  defence,  f^logy.  It  is  we,  not 
they,  who  are  the  agitators ;  it  la  we,  not  they, 
who  are  the  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  qniet 
of  the  country ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  are  Uie 
assailants ;  it  is  we,  not  they,  who  harbor  am- 
bitions and  improper  designs;  and,  finally,  it  is 
n-c,  not  they,  who  meditate  disunion.  It  is  no 
^rirnc  to  attack  ns,  but  a  hdnous  offtooe  In  us 
Co  defend  ourselves. 


Mr.  NiLEs  felt  that  the  resolutions  before  the 
Senate  had  placed  himself  and  some  others  in  a 
delicate  situation ;  ho  was,  and  ever  had  been, 
decidedly  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  this 
subject  in  Congress,  in  any  form;  he  was 
opposed  to  its  discnsaoa  here,  believing  that  it 
woidd  tend  to  increase  the  evil  wMcE  it  wav 
designed  to  remove.  But  it  has  been  brought 
before  ns,  and  we  are  compelled  to  act  upon  it. 

He  had  a  few  remarks  to  offer  up<m  the  reso- 
lutions. They  are  here,  whether  properly  or  not, 
and  we  are  called  on  to  decide  upon  them ;  and 
when  we  arrive  at  that  point,  they  onght  to 
stand  or  fall  upon  their  own  merits.  They  are 
objected  to  on  several  grounds :  first,  as  being 
mere  abstractions,  having  no  practical  bearing; 
and  if  by  this  is  meant  that  they  are,  if  adoptM, 
to  have  no  operation  on  the  rights  of  any  one, 
this  objection  is  correct  Bat  he  wonld  not 
add  to  what  he  had  said  on  that  point  They 
are  also  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  their 
having  a  doable  aspect— one  pditicalf  the  other 
having  reference  to  the  aoolUion  question. 
Some  gentlemen  think  that  they  are  altogether 
unsound  and  dangerous,  as  the  affirmation  of  a 
political  creed.  They  think  they  discover  a 
lurking  treason  in  them,  or  a  squinting  towf^ds 
nullification.  Remove  the  veil,  s^s  the  Sena> 
tor  from  Ifassachusetts,  and  you  uscover  that 
little  thing  called  nullification. 

These  objections  had  no  great  force  on  his 
mind.  Bo  far  as  the  resolutions  embraced 
political  principles,  he  had  no  difficulty ;  he 
believed  them  to  be  sound  and  just  They 
contained  a  brief  exposition  of  the  true  theory 
of  onr  Government;  there  was  nothing  new 
in  them ;  th^  doctrines  were  those  of  tne  old 
RepablicoD  sdiool  of  '98,  which  he  regarded' aa 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  oonstitation ;  the 
doctrines  of  State  rights,  which  were  the  true 
principles  of  onion  and  liber^.  They  had 
stood  the  test  of  pubUc  opinion  and  of  public 
scrutiny,  in  every  way  and  form,  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  and  be  thought  it  rather  too 
late  to  call  them  in  question  now.  If,  in  the 
infancy  of  the  Confederacy,  these  printuples 
were  deemed  just,  and  the  only  bulwark  against 
consolidation,  the  experience  of  the  last  forty 
years  has  added  immeasurable  weight  to  the 
conviction  by  which  they  were  then  sustained. 
This  Government  bos  exhibited  a  steady  tend- 
ency towards  consolidation;  and  this  tendency, 
whilst  it  is  constantly  impairing  the  rights  of 
the  States,  is  the  source  of  grMtest  danger  to 
the  Unitm.  Bat  it  is  said  that  the  poUtioal 
features  of  these  resolutions,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  are  irrelevant,  and  hiave  nothing  to  do 
with  their  avowed  olgect  He  thought  very 
differently.  Petitions  are  before  the  Senate, 
asking  us  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District, 
and  to  prohibit  the  slave-trade  between  the 
States.  We  present  these  resolutions  as  an  an- 
swer to  these  requests.  We  hold  up  the  mir- 
ror of  the  constitution,  that  the  petitioners  axii 
all  others  may  see  the  objections  and  difficulties 
existing  in  the  very  theory  and  nature  of  the 
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Government — that  thejr  may  aee  that  Bome  of 
the  obiects  prayed  for  are  dinetb^  in  oonflkt 
with  the  oonstitntioD,  and  that  outers  have  a 
direct  and  necessary  tendency  to  distnrb  the 
Union.  The  ded^  oS  tlwae  agitatms  are  not 
confined  to  tliis  IMstiict;  ve  have  evidence 
that  ^hey  are  not ;  they  are  praying  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  trade  in  slaves;  they  are 
already  directly  interfering  with  this  matter 
within  the  States.  These  nnfortonate  men, 
who,  I  fear,  are  to  be  Uie  disturbers  of  their 
conntry's  peace,  Tiew  this  snttJeot  in  a  religions 
rather  than  a  political  or  divil  aqpeet  They 
regard  slavery  as  a  moral  evil ;  as  a  ^  in  the 
d^t  of  Ood,  whioh  they  are  la  conscienoe 
bonnd  to  set  thtir  fiuwa  againit  and  attempt  to 
^tirpate.  Does  not  HOa  ahoir  that  they  con- 
sider themselves  in  some  sense  rentonrible  tar 
what  they  r^^ard  as  a  criiae,  which  rnnst  pro- 
ceed ttmck  the  consideration  that  we  are  <aie 
pe(^l&  4»e  c<nmmmity,  for  local  as  well  as 
general  purposes?  These  men  mostly  belong 
to  the  clergy,  who,  with  many  honorable  ex- 
ceptions, are,  of  all  men,  the  most  liable  to  &11 
into  error  on  this  snbject.  Their  course  of 
reading,  reflections,  associations,  and  daties,  all 
tend  to  lead  them  into  error  in  regard  to  the 
nature  of  onr  Government  and  political  and 
aocisl  rights.  If  they  do  not  entertain  errone- 
oofl  views  on  this  sobject,  why  do  th^'  confine 
^eir  efforts  to  daveiy  in  the  United  States ! 
Is  th»e  no  slavery  dsewheret  Why  do  they 
not  (^ve  their  attention  to  Goba  and  the  islands 
lying  along  ap<Hi  onr  coasts  f  Does  not  slavery 
exist  there  ?  and  is  it  not  koown  to  be  mnch 
more  cmel,  severe,  and  oppressive  f  Who  has 
ever  heard  of  the  exertions  of  abolitionists  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  Island  of  Onba  (  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  these  fanatics  act  nnder  an  im- 
I)res8ion  that  they  are  in  some  respect  respon- 
sible for  the  existence  of  slavery  In  the  United 
States,  because  they  are  citizens  of  the  same 
country  and  belong  to  the  same  general  com- 
mnnity.  These  resolutions  present  this  snbject 
in  its  tme  light;  they  hold  np  the  States  aa 
aeporate  and  independent  communities,  ex- 
Mfit  for  ft  few  general  purposes ;  as  mnch 
separate  and  diatiact  in  aA  tndr  oonoemi  and 
fnstitations  purely  local,  as  tiioagb  the  Union 
did  not  exist ;  as  much  separate  and  dlstinot  as 
these  States  are  from  Canada,  or  Cuba,  or 
ICexioo.  A  citi^n  of  Vermont  has  no  more 
right  to  interfere  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  Sonth  Carolina,  tiian  a  dtizen  of  Canada. 
Is  there  not  reason  to  believe  that  there  Is 
much  dehukm  on  this  subject? 

Bat  what  is  the  real  source  of  danger  ?  We 
are  told  that  no  force  can  be  bron^t  against 
the  Uni<m  or  the  South.  This  is  true,  sir ;  the 
danger  is  not  from  foroe.  What  Is  the  strength 
aS  this  Government,  and  oS  this  Union  ?  Is  it 
finroe?  Is  it  backed  and  aost^ed  by  year 
army  and  navy ;  your  militia,  or  other  military 
establidmientat  For  from  it:  that  is  not  the 
derign  of  thoae  natitnul  institnticms.  The 
■beogth  c/t  tiiia  Uniou,  td  thla  Govenunoit,  Is 


pvMieMMon.  .TliisiBitsailyat^dingfooDii. 
tioi;  the  rock  on  wbkb it  rests, ornpuvlM 
it  must  founder.  As  long  as  that  lem^ 
sonnd,  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  homn 
discover  the  danger  from  the  moTementa  ml 
apparent  designs  the  abolitionids.  Are  ut 
all  their  efforts  direcUy  <^oiiiated  to  poiioi 
public  sentiment  t  Are  they  not  calcnktedto 
alienate  the  opinions  and  fediogs  of  tbepec^li 
of  one  section  of  the  Union  from  ^ose  of 
another  ?  If  their  schemes  are  penisted  ic,  ■ 
there  not  reason  to  fear  that  feelin^is  will  In 
engendered  in  both  ends  of  the  Union,  hoatfle 
to  each  other  and  the  Unim  itself)  Does  saj 
one  suppose  that  this  Omfedaracy  d  StaM 
can  be  preserved  with  paUiosafiment  lioslik) 
to  it ;  wilit  IbeHnga  unfrieB^  and  bwtfla 
between  the  pet^e  of  the  tvo  extroni^f 
Does  any  one  suppose  it  can  be  miiiitiuied 
when  the  time  arrives  (but  h6hop«&itiroidd 
never  arrive)  when  the  entire  pcjnilttioii  irf 
one  section  of  the  oountiT,  compnsiog  mA) 
half  the  States,  become  rally  and  deeplj  im- 
pressed with  the  solemn  ooDTiction  th^  the 
Union,  instead  of  adding  to  thor  Bec(iritj,ii 
the  frmtfUl  soorce  of  danger  to  their  dtoHstie 
institutions,  their  property,  their  peuK,  ad 
their  lives  t  He  must  know  little  fi  the  natnit 
of  this  Government,  and  little  of  hnman  vsimt^ 
who  can  entertain  such  an  opinioD.  81r,t)» 
strength  <tf  this  Union  is  in  the  heart*  and 
affections  of  the  people;  in  a  settled,  iluilni 
conviction,  that  it  is  a  source  of  secnrit;, 
fit,  a  blesame,  to  all  parties  to  it 

Sir,  (sud  Mr.  K.,)  I  will  not  usdcftake  to 
predict  what  will  be  the  israe  of  this  rin^ 
at  the  North.  For  a  time,  very  poeal^,  tb» 
ado  of  error  may  prevail.  It  was  a  soljat 
peculiarly  calculated  to  take  hold  of  the  feeliDp 
and  prejudices  of  lai^  classes  of  the  pNf^; 
it  was  a  subject  calculated  to  delude  and  mi> 
lead.  But  if  the  abolition  psrty  f* 
vail,  and  abolition  prindples  toinmph,  we  «■ 
have  then  reached  the  tiiird  stsge  fA  them; 
the  ocmtest  wiU  then  be  brought  ho^  » 
between  the  diffierent  States  <^  tbii  Ouhb- 
Then  are  to  follow  rqwoaehes,  criminatMBi 
and  recriminations,  and  real  or  Bn;^poBed  agg» 
Gdons  offered  and  rq>dled;  agitation,  alinnM 
confbnon  may  prevail,  and  the  noUe  bbnc  a 
the  Government  appear  to  be  felling  to  pieca 
This  will  be  the  final  crisis,  which  maj  M 
the  country  with  calamities,  but  the  Union  nl 
not  be  dissolved.  When  the  waters  of  bilW^ 
ness  have  spread  over  the  land— when  t« 
people  have  drank  deep  from  the  cup 
tion— when  they  have  seen  and  t«t«dew 
of  the  bitter  fruits  of  fanaticism,  folly,  nsMjt 
and  passion— the  good  sense  and  reason  ot  we 
peoiAe  will  return,  the  deluMMi  will  mm 
and  the  dark  elouda  which  have  loww^,"!? 
our  horizon  wiU graduaUy disawear. nntatto 
son  breaUng  through  them  shmes  once  fW" 
on  onr  fiivOTed  UndT  Sir,  the  Union  will  b« 
he  dissolved,  altfaonghit  may  be  pnt  tot 
trial.  JIefeltaBtrongoonTiot»n.ansmai* 
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confidence  in  this ;  bnt  if  he  coold  for  a  moment 
believe  tiiat  Providence  has  ordered  otherwise 
— that  this  Confederacy  is  to  be  broken  down — 
it  would  make  no  difference  as  to  his  course. 
"When  driven  from  every  other  position,  he 
\roald  make  hia  last  stand  on  the  rwnparta  of 
the  constitatioiit  where  he  would  make  the 
last  rall^  for  the  last  struggle  in  its  def^oe. 
If  unsnccesaAil— if  he  fell— ^e  would  fall  with 
the  glorious  sumdard  of  the  Union  in  his  hand, 
and  the  words  of  the  Tenerable  ex-Frerident 
on  his  lips—"  Tmt  Fidbbal  UmoH  Hcra  be 

PKE8KHVXD," 

Hr.  Batabd  moved  to  strike  one  the  words 
"  the  several  States,"  and  insert  the  words  of 
the  coostitation  itself  viz :  "  the  people  of  the 
TJttited  States."  His  object  waa  to  avoid  a 
committal  to  a  politioal  creed,  to  which  he 
coold  not  consent. 

Mr.  Oalhodh  objected,  that  those  words 
were  ambigaoas;  they  might  be  taken  in  a 
get^n^hioal  sense,  meaning  the  inhabitants  of 
the  northern  oontmoit  of  America;  or  they 
might  mean  the  people,  aa  a  people;  or  they 
mi^t  mean  the  people  only  of  the  several 
separate  States.  The  latter  was  the  oily  sense 
he  conld  admit. 

Ur.  Bayabd  nrged  that  the  very  words  of 
the  ctmstitotiou,  to  which  every  Senator  had 
sworn,  could  not  surely  be  objected  to.  It 
appeared  to  him  that  Ur.  0.  was  contending 
rather  to  pot  his  own  peculiar  interpretation 
upon'that  instrument,  rather  than  following  the 
instrument  itself,  leaviog  the  interpretation 
open. 

Kr.  Clat  of  Kentucky  stud,  if  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  would  frame  his  -amendment 
according  to  the  historical  fact,  in  the  adoption 
of  the  GonaUtntion,  Mr.  Glat  would  vote  for  it 
The  historical  fitot  was,  that  the  eonatitntion 
waa  adopted  b^  the  people  of  the  several 
States,  acting  within  their  respective  limits. 

Kr.  Calhouv.  We  rely  on  the  historical 
fiut;  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware  odjght 
not  to  force  his  interpretation  on  ns, 

Hr.  Batabd.  The  historical  fact  is,  that  it 
is  the  Government,  in  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution, of  "the  people  of  the  tJnited  States." 
It  is  BO  decided  by  Chief  Justice  Mw^all. 
When  the  preamble  of  the  constitution  was 
*'We,  the  people  of  Now  Hampshire,  Yer- 
mont,"  the  names  of  the  several  States 
were  stricken  out,  and  the  existing  expression 
inserted,  in  order  to  avfd^  all  amb^ity.  I  do 
not  depend  at  all  cm  the  preamble,  but  on  the 
discossion  in  the  OonveDtion.  I  can  demon- 
strate that  it  was  regarded  as  a  Oovemment 
emanating  from  the  people  as  a  general  body ; 
and  ou  this  subject  I  sadl  be  ready  to  wield 
a  lonce  with  the  Senator  on  any  snbstantial 
occasion. 

Mr.  Bayard's  amendment  was  lost — yeaa  8, 
nays  84 ;  and  the  third  resoln^n  was  adopted 
— ^yeas  31,  nays  11. 
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Tobbdat,  Jannary  9. 
Mr.  Calhoun'i  £eaoluti&n»» 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonslderstion  of 
'  Mr.'CALHoim'B  resolntions,  on  the  relations, 
of  the  States  and  General  Government.  The 
qneadro  being  on  the  fourth  of  the  series. 

Hr.  Qbvbdt  said  that,  having  been  absMit 
from  sii^esB  when  the  votes  were  recorded  oa 
the  passed  resolutions,  he  took  this  opportonity 
of  saying  that  ho  zealously  concurred  with  tike 
object  of  the  resolutions,  and,  had  he  heed 
present,  Aould  have  voted  in  favor  of  every 
one  of  th«n.  • 

The  (jnestion  waa  taken  on  the  4th  resolution, 
and  was  carried,  as  f(dlows : 

Tus.— Uessrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay 
of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cutbbert,  Fiilton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Nit^olas^ 
Niles,  Korvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Bives,  Roane,  Rob< 
inson,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Stnu^Walksr, 
White,  WiUiams,  Wright,  and  Toini^-84. 

Kat&— HessnL  M(£ean,  Hcrrli^  Smith 
of  Indiana,  tad  Swift — 6. 

The  question  then  recmred  on  the  sdoptioa 
of  the  fifth  resolution  as  follows : 

"  Rttolved,  That  the  intermeddling  of  any  State 
or  States,  or  their  citizens,  to  abdish  slavery  fai  this 
Distriot,  or  any  of  the  Tenitoriea^  on  the  ground,  or 
under  tbo  pretext,  that  it  Is  immoral  or  tinfU,  or 
the  passage  of  any  act  or  measure  of  Confess,  irith 
that  view,  would  be  a  direct  and  daagcrooa  attaot  on 
the  institutiona  of  all  the  slave-holding  States.** 

Mr.  Siani,  of  Connecticut,  did  not  intend  to 
press  on  tiie  Senate  any  remarks  of  his  wUle 
these  lesolatioas  were  under  discnsdon.  But 
he  rose  to  ezinreu  his  views  as  to  the  difftoenm 
between  the  resolotloQs  which  had  been  pused 
and  the  one  at  present  before  them.  xhoM 
that  were  passed  were  only  declaratory  <^  oon- 
stitutional  rightSj  which  he  thought  they  were 
bound  to  recognize,  and  on  these  grounds  he 
gave  his  support  to  them.  Bnt  what  was  this 
fifth  resolution  1  Was  it  not  wholly  difibrent 
ttom  the  others  ?  This  was  a  field  in  which 
the  people  of  these  United  Statee  had  a  right 
to  enter  and  to  discuss — the  expediency  of 
slavery  in  this  District.  If  we  are  called  on 
here  to  act  as  legislators,  he,  for  one,  would  be 
ready  to  say  that  it  would  not  be  expedtent  to 
legislate  ou  the  subject,  because  it  would  be 
ui^nst  to  the  holders  of  slave  pn^ierfy,  bnt  he 
would  he  unwilling  to  say  that  it  was  unotmsti- 
tutional  to  abolish  slaveir  in  this  District 

When  they  came  to  ttuk  of  prescribing  lim- 
its to  the  discussions  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Statesw  they  were  not  acting  within  the  limits 
of  their  doty.  Ifi  said  Hr.  S.,  we  do  not  act  in 
conformity  to  the  will  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  can  exercise  a  proper  <Aeok 
or  control  over  ns.  What  was  this  fifth  resolu- 
tion bnt  the  prescribing  a  rule  to  limit  the  ^s* 
cuBsions  of  the  people  of  the  United  States 
hereaiker,  and  the  setting  themselves  up  aa 
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censors  over  them  ?  This  Mr.  S.  thought,  was 
going  far  beyond  the  limits  of  their  doty. 
While  he  would  cheerfUly  oppose  any  nncon- 
stitutional  interference  wiUi  the  institutions  of 
the  States,  he  would  at  the  same  time  avoid 
flxpressing  any  opinions  adverse  to  the  right 
of  Uie  people  to  discnss  saoh  subjects  as  were 
properly  open  to  than. 

Mr.  FiKsoK,  of  New  Hampshire,  stud :  The 
District  of  Columbia  was  now  emphatioftlly  the 
battle-field  of  the  abolitionists,  and  the  resolu- 
tion immediately  under  oonuderation,  with, 
perhaps,  some  modifications  in  phraseolc^, 
would  present  tiie  true  jssoe  here  and  to  the 
oountry. 

If  the  grave  objections  sn^ested  on  the  other 
ude  were  snstaioed  by  an  examination  of  the 
resolutions  themselves,  or  a  course  of  sound 
argumentation,  they  woold  insure  my  oppo- 
ntion.  What  are  they  ?  The  first  that  reached 
my  ear  was,  that  they  contun  latent  noUifica- 
tion.  I  have  waited  to  hear  the  particular 
resolntion,  sentence  or  phrase  pointed  out  In 
whioh  this  heresy  i$  supposed  to  be  conoealed, 
and  I  have  waited  in  vain.  Having,  then, 
assertion  on  one  side,  and  what  appears  to  me 
to  he  the  plain  reading  of  the  resolatiooa  and 
the  frank  and  miqualined  declaration  of  the 
mover  on  the  other,  X  most  be  eionsed  if  I  do 
not  take  the  alarm. 

We  have  next  eloquent  disqnidtions  npon  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  the  freedom  of.tho  press. 
To  every  sentiment  uttered  upon  these  sub- 
jects I  yield  my  cordial  assent;  hut  why  intro- 
duced on  this  particular  occadon,  I  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  determine.  Would  any  man  hwe 
abridge  the  liberty  ai  speech,  or  assail  the 
freedom  the  press  t  I  take  it  not  Is' there 
any  thing  in  the  readlutiomi  to  sanction  an 
invite  of  either!  Not  a  oyllaUe.  That 
these  are  privileges  most  dear  to  every  Ameri- 
oaOj  is  freely  admitted  by  aU.  Why  such  a 
variety  of  changes  have  been  rung  npcm  them 
in  this  debate,  others  may  determine. 

But  it  Is  further  urged  agfunat  the  resolations, 
that  they  are  mere  abstractions.  Sir,  it  is 
quite  hnmaterial  what  name  you  wply  to 
Uiem ;  sufficient  is  it  that  they  meet  the  case, 
that  they  encounter  the  Abolitionist  upon 
sound  and  tenable  ground,  and  fnrnl^  a  con- 
clusive answer  to  bis  importunities.  To  say 
that  the  petitions  refer  only  to  this  District,  and 
that  the  principles  asserted  in  the  preceding 
resolutions  are  wmsequentiy  vithout  applica- 
tion, is  perfectly  idle.  It  is  imposdble  to  read 
asingle  number  of  the  leading  Abolition  periodi- 
cals, without  peroeiviog  that  ihmr  object  reaches 
far  beyond  this  District,  and  stops  at  no  point 
short  of  general  emancipation  in  the  States. 
And  yet,  sir,  I  suspect  that  yon  would  find 
few  intelligent  Abolitionists,  who  would  assert 
that  Congress  has  the  constitutional  power  to 
interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States ;  but  admit- 
ting the  want  of  power  here,  they  hold  it  to 
be  their  duty,  as  individnals,  to  persevere  in 
the  cause.  Regarding  the  institution  of  davery 
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as  morally  wrong,  or  sinful.  If  yon  please,  they 
consider  themsdves,  as  citizens  the  UnioB, 
responsible  for  its  continuance,  wbereva-  3 
may  exist  within  our  borders.  This  feeUog 
has  its  ori^n,  to  some  extent,  in  a  mia^ire' 
hoitton  of  the  structure  of  our  GoTennnent, 
and  this  enor  the  preceding  resc^ntioos  are 
calculated  to  correct  They  assert,  in  effect, 
that  the  citizen  of  New  Hampshire  is  no  more 
responuble,  morally  or  politi<^y,  for  the  exist- 
ence and  continuance  of  this  domestic  institu- 
tion in  Vir^nia  or  Maryland,  than  he  would  be 
for  the  existence  of  any  umUar  institutions  in 
France  or  Persia. 

Now,  let  these  doctrines  be  noivereaHy  under- 
stood and  admitted,  and  you  take  one  great  step 
towftfd  satisfying  the  consciences  of  honesty 
but  misguided  people,  in  one  section  of  the 
country,  and  quieting  the  irritadon,  for  which 
there  has  been  too  much  cause,  in  the  other. 
This  we  have  attempted  to  do.  We  are  bound 
to  go  fiirtbw,  and  frankly  to  dedare  to  then 
petitioners,  that  so  long  as  davery  shall  continue 
m  Virginia  and  Maryuuid,  it  is  vun  for  tbea 
to  expect  its  abolition  here;  that  we  are  for- 
bidden to  legislate  upon  thh  subject,  under 
existing  drcumstances,  by  obligatioDs  hardly 
inferior  to  the  constitation  itself;  that  Cougre» 
cannot  abolish  slavery  in  this  I^trict,  agsinsi 
the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants,  without  a  gross 
breach  of  public  futb,  and  an  outrageosa  iit- 
fraction  of  private  rights. 

At  the  time  the  cession  was  made^  domestic 
slavery  existed  in  the  Statcf  of  Maryland  and 
Yirglnia :  it  still  exists  there ;  and  it  has  also 
existed  here  from  that  day  to  this.  Not,  bow 
is  it  possible  to  mistake  what  must  have  been 
the  nndenrtiandhig  of  both  parties  at  Uie  time? 
No  man,  it  strikes  me,  can  doubt  for  a  moment, ' 
who  will  regard,  without  prejudice,  the  rdatire 
position  of  this  "  ten  miles  square,"  the  object* 
of  the  cession,  and  the  manif^  interests  of  the 
States  making  it  Who  can  believe  that  tiie^e 
patriotic  St^es  would  have  parted  with  their 
territory,  if  tiiey  could  have  supposed  that  the 
rights  and  property  of  their  citizens,  Uvlng  vpoa 
it,  were  to  be  invaded,  against  their  consent, 
and  in  defiance  of  their  remonstrances!  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saymg  that  I  consider  slaveir 
a  social  and  political  evil,  and  most  nncmly 
wish  that  it  had  no  existence  npon  the  &ce  of 
the  eartii ;  but  it  is  perfectiy  immaterial  how 
it  may  be  r^urded,  either  by  yod  or  myself; 
it  is  not  for  us  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  deter- 
mine whether  the  righfc  secured  to  the  diflbrent 
States  by  the  constitution  are  blessings  or 
otherwise;  it  is  sufficient  for  the  argniDeot  that 
thoy  are  rights,  which  the  inhabitants  do  not 
choose  to  relinquish. 

Mr.  CanTKiiDEir,  of  Kentucky,  rose.  He  said 
that,  if  the  object  of  these  resolutions  was  to 
prodoce  peace  and  allay  excitement,  it  «)peared 
to  him  that  they  were  not  very  likely  to 
accomplish  such  an  object  More  vague  and 
general  abstractions  than  they  were  could 
hardly  have  been  brought  forward,  and  they 
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irere  more  calculated  to  prodnce  agitation,  and 
itir  np  discontent  and  bad  blood,  than  to  do  any 
good  whatever.  Snob,  be  knew,  was  the  gen- 
irol  opinion  of  Sontltem  men,  few  of  whom, 
liowever  Aey  assented  to  the  abstractions,  ap- 
proved of  this  method  of  agitating  the  snbject 
Se  was  qnite  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  good 
mch  resolutions  could  effect;  there  was  nouting 
practical  in  them ;  they  were  in  the  air,  aerial, 
Duibnsiness-like,  theoretical  abstractions,  onlj 
:alcTilated  to  agitate,  and  to  bring  the  rights 
of  the  South  to  trial,  to  bring  them  up  for  dis- 
cussion, to  create  ditference  and  discord  on 
abstract  qaestions  among  those  who  all  agreed 
on  the  one  praottcal  point,  viz :  tJiat  Die  rights 
of  the  South  must  be  preserved.  He  would 
not  say  that  they  were  the  work  of  abolition- 
ism, but  of  this  he  was  certain,  that  such  a 
mode  of  brining  the  South  to  trial,  and  put- 
ting up  her  rights  to  be  disputed,  by  drawing 
out  theories  on  which  no  two  men  could  abso- 
lutely agree,  was  most  eminently  calculated  to 
aid,  and  no  doubt  would  greatly  aid,  the  aboli- 
tionists. The  mover  of  mese  resolutions  relies 
mmnly  upon  two  points  to  carry  the  Senate 
with  him :  first,  he  reiterates,  over  and  over 
again,  the  trite  theme  and  cry  of  "  danger  to 
the  Union ; "  and  next,  that,  if  he  is  not  fol- 
lowed in  this  movement,  he  urges  the  Inevi- 
table oonseqnenoe  of  the  "  destruction  of  the 
TJnion." 

ICr.  0.  thought  it  possible  the  gentleman 
might  be  mist^en.  It  possibly  might  not  be 
ezactiy  tme  that,  to  save  the  Union,  it  was 
necessary  to  follow  him.  On  the  contrary, 
some  were  of  opinion,  and  he  for  one  was  much 
inclined  to  be  of  the  same  view,  that,  to  follow 
the  distinguished  mover  of  these  resolutions, 
to  pursue  the  coarse  of  irritation,  agitation,  and 
intimidation  which  he  chalked  out,  wonld  be 
the  veiT  best  and  surest  method  that  could  be 
chalked  out,  to  destroy  this  great  and  ba^py 
Umon.  The  Senator  ^r.  Oxuioqn)  is  daily, 
and  ^most  twenty  times  a  day,  telling  us  that 
the  disease  is  great— is  terrible— Is  frightftal— is 
absokteljr  Incnrable  I  But,  If  it  be  as  tie  repre- 
sents, if  the  disease  be  Incnrable^  why  does  he 
come  forward  as  a  pbyaiolan  to  heal  a  disease 
which  he  himself  declares  to  us  is  past  all 
healing?  What  can  possibly  be  the  object 
of  the  resolutions,  if  the  evil  they  propose  to 
as3uaga  is  past  all  cure  f  What  was  the  use 
of  bringing  them  forward,  if  the  gentieman  is 
sincere  in  thii^ing  that  no  application  can  be 
of  any  benefit  to  a  disease,  which  he  paints 
every  hour  of  the  day  as  being  Mghtfidly  re- 
moved from  all  the  powers  of  remedy!  Is 
BDch  language,  on  the  other  band,  only  intended 
as  a  politic  method  of  oanying  by  force  and 
terror  and  alarm  evezr  trembling  vote  in  his 
train  t  Whatever  m^gat  be  the  oUect  of  the 
gentieman,  it  certainly  appeared  rather  strange 
to  him  (Ur.  GBirrKimEiT)  that  he  should  bring 
forward  his  resolutions  as  a  remedy,  and 
descant  most  forcibly  upon  their  healing,  test- 
bg,  coring,  and  sanatory  powers,  and  almost 


in  the  same  breath  tell  ns  that  the  disease  is  so 
fearfulj  so  far  gone,  so  alarming,  so  terrifio, 
that  his  very  remedy  which  he  offers  la  good 
for  nothing  I 

So  fiur  it  appeared  to  Mr.  0.  that  Mr,  Cal- 
noTTN's  course  was  not  calculated  to  heal,  or  to 

E reduce  peace,  though  such  he  professed  were 
is  objects.  There  was  agtdn  another  argu- 
ment on  which  he  rested,  which  also  appeared 
to  Mr.  Obtitesdbn  calculated  to  produce  con- 
fidence in  the  Abolitionists,  and  alarm  in  the 
-South,  and  all  the  friends  of  the  South ;  cal- 
colated,  be  thought,  if  it  were  not  eipos^  and 
avoided,  to  add  thickly  to  the  ranks  of  aboli- 
tionism, and  to  weaken  the  ranks  of  the  Sonth, 
by  fordng  out  many  of  its  warmest  and  most 
ardent  friends  and  supporters.  The  argnment 
was — though  not  of  course  so  plfunly  and 
openly  expressed— that  there  could  be  no  con- 
fidence in  any  oppo^tion  to  abolitionism,  unless 
it  came  from  Mr.  Calhottn  and  his  party  1 
unless  it  came  from  the  State  rights  party  I 
And,  thereforOj  the  necessary  consequence 
which  follows  is,  that  unless  the  whole  coun- 
try shall  follow  the  gentieman,  and  range 
themselves  behind  him  in  his  party,  there  can 
be  no  preservation  of  the  Union,  tiiere  can  be 
no  available  oppoution  to  abolitionism  I  Such 
a  mode  of  acting  and  reascming  upon  the  sub- 
Jcct  appeared  to  lb>.  0.  as  maUng  a  stalking 
norse,  a  tool,  of  abolitionism^  to  serve  as  a 
mean,  and  as  an  instrument  of  promoting  per- 
sonal views  and  party  ambition,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  infinite  good  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Pbeston  suggested  to  the  mover  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  on  the  ground  or  under  the 
^etext  that  it  immoral  or  tiv^l^  and 
insert  "  on  any  pretext  vihateter.^ 

Mr.  CAtHouN  objected  to  striking  out  the 
words  referred  to  by  his  colleague ;  they  meet 
the  Abolitionists  directiy :  but  would  accept  as 
a  modification  the  words  he  proposed  to  add. 

Ur.  Pbeston  moved  flirtner  to  insert  the 
words  "also  a  violation  of  the  public  Cidth 
impUed  in  the  cession  of  this  IHstriot  by  the 
States  of  Yh^ia  and  Maryland." 

Mr.  Calhoun  had  always  been  the  opinion 
that  any  interference  with  davery  in  this 
District  would  not  only  be  a  violation  of  the 
public  fiuth  to  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, but  would  also  be  a  direct  Violation  of 
the  8th  amended  article  of  the  constitution.* 
He  had  not,  however,  thought  proper  to  assert 
it,  as  he  knew  that  there  was  a  mt^ori^  in  the 
Senate  of  a  different  opinion,  and'  as  his  object 
was  to  place  the  question  on  no  particular  por- 
tion of  Uie  constitution,  but  on  its  general  ciinr- 
acter  and  structure,  which  he  thought  was  much 
stronger,  and  much  less  liable  to  be  disputed. 
He  would  neither  olgeot  nor  assent  to  the  pro- 
posed modification. 


•  Tb«n  mast  ba  Msw  tmr  In  thta  kAtmim,  aa  Um 
•t^thramtdodartlclabuBO  nlMloi  to  Ui*  •ol|}«et.Md 
merely  forblda  exoMdn  ball  to  b«  nqatnd,or  «nMriv* 
Hob*  Impoaed,  or  ersel  ud  uBoMal  panUiBMnts  iaflietad: 
BM  doM  anr  otbar  uttd*  Mtm  to        to  lb 
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Ur.  pBB8Tos*a  second  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

"iSx.  Clat,  of  Kentacky,  s^d  that  he  could 
vote  for  neiUier  the  fifth  nor  sixth  resolationa, 
tn  the  diape  in  which  they  were  presented  by 
the  Senator  frcnn  South  Carolina^ 

I  have  voted,  (continued  Ur.  0.,)  withoat 
hedtation,  for  tiie  first  resolutionB  offered  by 
that  Senator,  after  they  were  modified  or 
amended,  not  from  any  confidence  which  I 
have  in  tiieir  healing  virtues.  With  respect  to 
the  point  so  much  insiatod  upon  in  this  debate, 
And  which  had  produced  great  controversy  in 
former  times,  whether  the  constitution  is  to  be 
regarded  as  the  work  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  collectively,  or  of  the  separate 
States  composing  the  Confederacy,  I  have  always 
thought  that  more  importance  is  attached  to  it 
than  it  deserves.  The  real  question  in  connd- 
ering  the  instrument  is,  not  how  the  eonstitu- 
tjoa  was  made^  but  whi^  is  it,  as  It  is  t  I  have 
always  nnderstood,  according  to  historical  fact, 
that  the  constitution  was  framed  by  a  oonven- 
tion,  composed  of  delegates  appointed  by  the 
Le^latures  of  the  several  States;  and  that 
after  it  was  adopted,  it  was  submitted  to  con- 
ventions of  Delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  of 
the  several  States,  each  acting  separately  by 
and  for  it«elf ;  andj  being  ratihed  by  the  con- 
ventions of  a  sufficient  number,  it  became  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or,  in  its  own 
language,  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  series  of  resolutions  under  consideration 
has  been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Oarolina,  after  he  and  other  Senators  from  the 
South  had  deprecated  discnsuon  on  the  delicate 
anl^Ject  to  wmch  they  relate.  They  have  occa- 
^ned  mneh  discnsaion,  in  which  hitherto  I 
have  not  participated.  I  hope  that  the  tend- 
ency of  the  resolutions  may  be  to  aUay  the  ex- 
citement which  unhappily  preyuls,  in  respect 
to  the  abolition  of  slavery ;  bat  I  confess,  Hr. 
President,  that,  taken  altogether,  and  in  oon- 
nection  with  other  circumstances,  and  espe- 
cially considering  the  manner  in  which  their 
author  has  pressed  them  on  the  Senate,  I  fear 
that  they  will  have  the  opposite  efi'ect;  and 
particularly  at  the  Nortlt,  that  they  may  in- 
crease and  exasperate,  instead  of  diminishing 
and  lyam^ng  the  existing  irritation.  And  I 
cannot  bnt  regiurd  the  mmeoeBsary  combination 
ci  the  BuT^eot  ot  ahdltion  with  that  alien  and 
the  most  exiting  of  all  saMects  at  the  present 
period,  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  united 
BtideB,  in  the  same  series  of  resolutions,  as  pe- 
culiarly unfortunate.  I  know  that  Texas  is  not 
specially  mentioned  In  the  last  resolution,  but 
the  country  will  understand  the  intention  and 
allusion.  It  cannot  be  foivotton  that.  Imme- 
diately after  the  tidings  of  the  memorable  bat- 
tle of  San  Jacinto  reached  this  city,  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  ^Kr.  CALnocir)  ex- 
pressed in  the  Senate  his  opinion  that  tlie  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  ought  immediately  to  be 
recognized,  and  his  wiw  that,  before  the  ad- 
Jonniment  of  Congreea,  it  ahoidd  be  amwzed 


to  the  United  States.  AresoIatioDDOvliesnHi 
the  table  of  the  Senate,  introduced  by  Mkt 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  'Stami^ 
proposing  a  contingent  annexation  it  to  d» 
United  States,  "ffhen  these  &et8  are  bonaii 
mind,  will  not  all  understand  the  last  rndt 
tion,  although  abstract  in  form,  as  into^  to 
commit  the  Senate,  in  advance,  to  tlie  uimb- 
tion  t  Our  purpose,  our  anxioos  aim,  sbooli 
be  to  compose  the  North,  to  arrest  tlie  propw 
of  the  spirit  of  abolition,  and  to  ^ve  stmiglL 
and  confidence  to  the  numerona  fiioidB  of  tits 
Union  in  that  quarter.  Is  it  then  vise  and 
oreet  to  blend  these  two  nnhqipy  enaea  d  igt- 
tation  together  t 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolins  has  oSbred 
hie  resolutions,  he  tells  us,  to  revire  uA  ralt  r 
the  State  rights  party.  But  I  cannot  think  that 
the  slave-holding  States  ought  to  comoit  to 
place  their  peculiar  interrats  in  the  exdnsTe 
safe-keeping  of  any  one  party,  however  tormt 
some  of  ns  may  believe  its  principles  to  be. 
Parties  rise  up  and  go  down,  but  the  MHutitn- 
tion  remains  a  perpetual  and  aun  bulwiA 
against  all  attacks  upon  the  ri^ts  of  the  eliTe- 
holding  States,  from  whatever  qnarter  tbej 
may  proceed.  Ko,  sir :  do  not  let  ns  pnt  apr 
trust  in  any  party  exclusively ;  let  ns  invob 
the  united  guardianship  of  all— the  Vhigs,  iIk 
Democratic  party,  the  BepnbHcaa  party,  tbe 
Jackson  Yan  Buren  party,  the  Federal  p«rtf, 
tbe  Union  party,  the  Kullifiers,  and  tlie  Loeo 
Focos — all,  in  preserving  tbe  iaviolabU^  of 
the  constitution,  and  protecting  i^;ainit  my 
encroachment  ddicate  and  nuHneotoiu  iiit«^ 
este,  which  cannot  be  serloiuly  tombed  'with- 
out endan^erii^  the  stability  of  cor  entire  po- 
litical fobnc. 

We  want  in  the  dave-holdlng  States  notluji 
done  here  to  stimulate  our  vigilance,  or  to  mate 
us  upon  the  sulyect  of  our  present  deliberatiatt 
We  may  differ  there  in  the  degree  of  senabi^ 
which  we  display ;  but  we  are  all  firmly  « 
unanimously  resolved  to  defend  and  jnaintiiB 
onr  rights  at  all  hazards;  and  Bbould  Uiel«« 
of  trial  ever  come,  those  who  appear  nw  thi 
least  agitated,  will  not  be  behind  those  whoiw 
foremost  and  loudest  in  proclaiming  ine  e«t- 
ence  of  danger.  I  have  mquired  w 
Senators,  charged  with  the  preswrtahM 
lition  petitions,  whether  the  spirit  of  abc^ 
ism  was  spreading ;  and,  if  so,  what  wwi« 
cause.  Their  answer  was,  that  it  was  inciw- 
ing :  and  that  the  cause  was  the  lopresaon 
which  the  Abolitionists  had  been  "ble toM« 
on  the  Northern  mind,  tiiat  tbe  coMtiBtioMU 
right  of  petition  was  daiied  them  by »» 
Houses  of  Congress.  .  ... 

The  people  may  attempt  to  e««wj"^ 
right  of  petition  in  tiiree  different  dawipWB 
of  cases:  1st.  In  instances  where 
manifestiy  does  not  possess  the  consfatntooB 
power  to  grant  the  relief  prayed  «»•  i""^ 
the  petition  may  bo  r^ected  inaW^'™** 
reference  and  wtthont  debate,  and  »J»J^ 
of  complaint  TonldezisL  2d.Iiiciw™ 
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the  t»nstitiitioDaI  power,  the  exercise  of  which 
ta  invoked,  is  controverted,  donbtfiil,  or  nncer- 
t^n.  In  uiese,  a  reference  of  the  petition  may 
be  necessary  to  examine  into  the  existence  of 
the  power,  as  well  as  into  the  expediency  of 
ezercisiiw  it.  Of  this  oontrovertM  uatnre  is 
the  leg^ative  power  of  Oongress  in  this  Dis- 
triot.  No  one  woald  contend  that  a  petition 
to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United  States  shonld 
be  instantly  n!}eoted,  vithont  debate  and  wlth- 
oofr  reference,  npon  uie  soleKniinid  that  a  lam 
portion  of  the  Senate  tbt«M  think  It  tmeonsti- 
tntionid.  And  8d.  la  eases  where  the  power 
is  incontestably  possessed  by  Oongross  to  grant 
the  redress  prayed  for.  In  the  two  last  deurip- 
tioas  of  cases,  I  think  that  Oongress  is  boond 
attentively  to  receive  the  petitions,  and  re- 
spectfuKy  to  dispose  of  them. 

It  has  been  argaed  that,  when  a  petition  Is 
ODoe  pat  in  the  possession  of  the  Benate,  the 
right  of  petitioQUig  has  been  practically  en- 
joyed ;  and  that  the  Senate  may  reject  it  in- 
stantiy,  refer  it,  lay  it  upon  the  tame,  or  dis- 
pose of  it  as  may  be  thought  proper.  Undoubt- 
edly this  is  tme ;  bat  in  the  great  hnsinees  of 
hnman  lifia,  pnbUo  and  private,  the  mMiner  in 
which  it  is  transacted  is  often  as  importsDt, 
sometimes  more  important,  than  what  is  done 
or  refnsed.  And  a  wise  Government  shonld 
be  particularly  careftil  not  to  wound  or  inflame 
popular  sensibility  on  subjects  respecting  which 
lai^. masses  choose  to  exercise  the  consti- 
tutional right  of  petition.  The  conrse  which 
the  Senate  has  pursued,  in  regard  to  these  abo- 
lition petititms,  for  alroat  two  years  past,  is 
this:  a  Senator  states  from  his  place  that  he 
is  chained  with  the  presentation  of  one  of 
them,  and  moves  that  it  be  received.  Another 
Senator  therenpcm  rises,  sod  moves  that  the 
motion  to  reoeiTe  Ihe  petition  be  laid  npon  the 
table;  and  the  Senate  accordingly  oroers  the 
motion  to  Teceive  tiie  petition  to  be  USd  upon 
the  table ;  and  tiins  the  petition  is  not  reo^ved 
in  a  parliamentary  sense.  The  Senate  does  not 
decide  the  questitm  of  its  reception. 

This  course  I  have  always  thought  unfortu- 
nate. It  is  nnsatisfoctory.  The  petitioners  feel 
that  they  have  been  neglected,  and  they  allege 
that  th6  right  of  petition  has  been  denied.  But 
it  has  been  contended  that  these  petitioners  are 
mad  and  reckless  fanatics,  and  it  has  been  In- 
dignanUy  asked  whether  they  merit  respectful 
treatment.  Mr.  President,  my  observation  and 
experience  in  life  have  tangfat  me,  that  when 
we  are  addressed  or  asstiled,  our  conduct 
Aonld  not  be  regolated  by  the  harsh,  vitapera- 
tive,  or  fimatiea!  language,  or  the  condition, 
whatever  it  may  be.  of  those  who  abroach  ns, 
but  by  the  standard  of  our  own  respisctabilify, 
standing,  and  character  in  life.  And  in  regard 
to  these  petitions,  the  question  shonld  not  be 
io  much  what  do  the  netitioners  deserve,  as 
What  is  due  from  the  calm,  elevated,  dignified, 
august  oharacter  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States? 

It  »pgem  to  me,  dr,  that  what  bM(»Ms  ns 
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Is  to  keep  the  Abolitionists  separate  and  distinct 
from  all  other  classes,  standing  ont  in  bold  and 
prominent  relief;  ai^  the  snoject  of  abolition 
separate  and  distinct  from  the  right  of  petition, 
from  Texas,  and  from  all  otiier  subjects;  let 
them  stand  ulone,  nnmixed  with  the  rest  of  the 
community,  without  the  general  sympathy,  and 
exposed  to  the  overwhelming  force  of  the  united 
opinion  of  all  who  deshre  the  peace,  the  harmony, 
and  tiie  union  of  this  OonlsderaOT.  I  woufa 
reoeiv^  respectfliUy  receive,  tbev  petitions, 
ref^  them,  and  oocaslonally  present  calm,  dis- 
passionate, and  argnmentetive  reports  against 
them.  This  Is  the  manner  in  which  petitions 
for  abolition  were  received  in  the  first  Con- 
gress, npon  the  recommendation  <^  Ut.  Madi- 
son; and  that  in  which  they  were  everafter^ 
wards  received,  until  the  prust^  was  diaioged 
abont  two  years  ago. 

But  it  is  Bud  that  tiiese  fanatics  are  beyond 
tiie  reach  of  any  argument ;  and  it  is  trium- 
phantiy  asked.  Will  yon  condescend  to  at^ue 
with  such  deluded  persons?  Yes  I  I  say,  yes. 
To  preserve  these  admirable  inflUtDtlons  of 
ours,  and  tills  ^orions  Union  from  the  possi- 
bility of  aU  danger,  I  would  a^e  with  any 
one,  with  lunatics  themselves,  m  their  Inda 
intervals,  and  argue  again  and  again.  It  is  not, 
however,  to  call  alone  the  Abolititmists  to  a 
sense  of  peace  and  doty,  that  these  appeals  to 
the  reason,  the  judgment,  and  the  patriotism 
of  the  coontry,  should  be  sent  forth  from  these 
halls.  They  would  address  themselves,  witii 
powerful  effect,  to  all  that,  vastly  the  largest, 
portion  of  the  Northern  community  who  are 
nninfeoted  by  abolitionism.  When  has  Oon- 
gress unsuocessftilly  appealed  to  the  intelli- 
gence, the  patriot^m,  and  the  valor  of  the 
American  peoplet  In  snoh  a  oanaa  we  should  • 
never  tire  nor  demdr, 

Hr.  President^  I  have  no  ^mreheorfon,  not 
the  smallest,  for  the  safSe^  of  the  Union,  ftom 
any  state  of  things  which  now  exists.  I  will 
not  answer  for  conseanenoes  which  may  ensue 
from  harsh  and  opprobrioos  langoage,  and  from 
indiscretion  and  radmess  on  the  Tpart  of  indi- 
viduals or  of  Congress,  here  or  elsewhere.  We 
allow  onrselves  to  speak  too  frequentiy,  and 
with  too  much  levity,  of  a  separation  of  this 
Union.  It  is  .a  terrible  word,  to  which  onr 
ears  shonld  not  be  familiarized.  I  de^e  to  see 
in  continued  safety  and  prosperity  (Am  Union, 
and  no  other  Union.  I  go  for  this  Union  as  It 
is,  one  and  indivisible,  withont  diminution.  I 
will  neither  voluntiu^  leave  it,  nor  be  driven 
out  oiithy  force.  Here,  in  my  place,  I  ahall 
contend  for  all  the  rights  of  the  State  which 
has  sent  me  here.  I  shall  contend  for  them 
with  nndoubting  confidence,  and  in  all  the  se- 
curity which  the  Union  comers,  under  all  the 
h^h  sanctions  which  the  guarantees  of  the  con- 
stitution afford,  and  with  the  perfect  oonviction 
that  they  are  safer  in  the  Union  than  they 
would  be  out  of  the  Uoion.  I  am  opposed  to 
all  separate  oonfederacies  and  to  all  sectional 
oonventiona.  No  state  of  actnal  danger  exiirtB 
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to  render  them  expedient,  or  to  ddibera- 
tion  about  them.  This  Unicai,  thU  Govern- 
ment, has  done  nothing,  nothing  whatever,  to 
excite  the  Bmalleet  alarm.  It  wul  do  notliing ; 
bnt  if  it  slioald ;  coQtr8r7  to  bU  hmnan  prob- 
abilitj,  the  rights  and  the  secnritj  of  the  uave- 
holding  States  shall  be  assailed  by  anj  anthor- 
itatire  act  emanating  from  this  capitol,  a  state 
of  things  for  resistance,  fordble  resistance,  wiU 
then  Docnr.  It. will  bs  time  enough  then  to 
act.  No  man  in  full  health  will  take  medicine 
becaase  he  may  be  sick,  amputate  a  perfectly 
sound  limb,  becanse  it  may  be  fractured  or 
seized  with  gangrene,  or  perpetrate  snioide  be- 
canse death  is  his  ultimate  and  inevitable 
doom.  And,  when  that  fatal  day  shall 
come,  if  it^ver  do  come,  when  the  slave-holding 
States  have  to  defend,  by  force,  their  rights,  the 
State  whose  servant  I  am  will  rush  to  battle, 
ta  she  always  has  done,  with  her  accustomed 
ardor,  and  with  gallantry  nnsnrpassed  by  that 
of  any  other  State.  And  those  States  and  their 
citizens  will  be  found  to  sostun  these  rights 
with  most  vigor  and  success,  who,  umnoved  by 
false  alarms  or  imaginary  or  aggravated  dangers, 
with  a  firm  and  fixed  purpose  of  soul,  staod 
prepared,  in  every  real  exigency,  to  viudio^ 
them  at  every  ezbremity. 

Having,  Mr.  President,  said  so  much  on  the 
general  subject,  with  the  permission  of  the  Sen- 
ate, I  win  read  certain  resolntiona  which  I  have 
prepared,  embracing  the  whtde  ground  occn- 
pied  by  any  of  the  petitions  in  respect  to  do- 
mestic slavery  in  the  United  Statra.  They  are 
the  following : 

Uetoiwd,  That  the  institution  of  domesUo  daverr, 
IS  now  existing  in  many  of  tiie  States  of  this  Confed* 
eracy,  is  subject  to  the  exclusive  power  and  control 
.  those  States  respectively ;  and  that  no  other  State, 
nor  tbe  people  of  any  other  State,  nor  Congress,  pos- 
sess, or  can  rightfully  exercise,  any  power  or  autbOT- 
ity  whatever  to  interfere  in  any  manner  therewith. 

JtMolmd,  That  if  any  citizens  of  the  United  Sttutes, 
rennDess  of  tiie  sfririt  of  peace,  harmony,  and  unioiL 
wUdi  should  ever  animate  the  van  cob  membets  of 
tbe  Confederal',  and  their  ret^>ective  dtizens,  shall 
present  to  the  Senate  any  petitions  touching  tbe  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  any  of  the  States  in  which  it 
exists,  all  such  petitions  shall  be  instantly  rejected, 
without  debate,  and  witboat  further  or  other  proceed- 
ings  thereon,  as  relating  to  on  ot^ect  palpably  be- 
yond tbe  scope  of  the  constitutional  power  of  Con- 
gress. 

Resolved,  That  when  the  District  of  Cotnmbia  was 
oeded  by  the  States  of  Yir^nia  and  Maryland  to  the 
United  States,  doniestio  slavery  existed  in  both  of 
tiiose  States,  including  the  ceded  territory ;  and  that, 
as  it  still  continues  in  both  of  them,  it  could  not  t>e 
abolished,  within  the  District,  without  a  violation  of 
that  good  faith  which  was  implied  in  tbe  cesdon,  and 
in  toe  acceptance  of  the  tenitory,  nor,  unless  com- 
pensation were  made  to  the  proprietors  of  slaves, 
without  a  manifest  infHneeinent  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  without 
exiting  a  degree  of  just  alarm  and  ^prehension  in 
tbe  States  recognizing  slavery,  &r  transcending,  iu 
misdiievous  tendency,  ony  posdUe  benefit  whidi 
could  be  acoompJished  1^  the  abolilinL 


Bttaimd,  tkenfore^  That  it  ia  die  dtfibente  jnfe 
ment  ot  the  Senate,  that  the  institnttoii  nt  doinati 
slavery  ou|rht  not  to  be  abolished  within  Uie  IKgbid 
of  Colombia ;  and  it  eaniestiy  hopes  that  ill  niicat 
friends  of  the  Union,  and  of  harmony  and  pnai 
tranquillity,  wilt  cease  to  agitate  dns  distnrimiji  qn- 
tion.  But  the  Senate  feels  itself,  at  the  ametiK^ 
constrained,  from  ahighsooeof  du^iuK^ii 
the  oonsdtntionai  right  <rf  petition,  to  dedm  fatk 
hoMs  itself  bound  to  receive  sod  nqpeotfall;  to  tnl 
any  petitions,  couched  in  decotm  langnige, 
may  be  presented  by  citizens  of  the  United  SUm, 
touching  slavery  within  tiM  District  of  Colnmlw, 

Sewlved,  fAerv/bre,  That,  open  the  inttentitisBtf 
any  such  petitions,  uey  sfaall  1m  tecond,  ud  r- 
fen^  to  the  appropriate  ccmuntttee. 

Jietolvtd,  That  it  would  be  hiefaly  ineipedieiit  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Florida,  the  <smj  Temloiy  of  Ae 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exittg,  bectott  <^  Hbe 
serious  alarm  and  just  i^prehensioBt  idndi  vosM 
be  thereby  excited  in  the  States  satimBe  tint  do- 
mestic institution  ;  becanse  the  pe<^  of  ottTsn- 
toty  have  not  asked  it  to  be  d(nie,ud,i)tn  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  faito  tbe  Unkm,  wiUbeexAiiwiT 
entiUed  to  dedde  HuA  questtm  for  ftwha  ; 
also,  because  it  would  be  in  vidalioa  of  aMilani 
oompramiae,  made  at  a  memcnableand  critical  scbid 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  by  which,  wb3e  atmj 
was  [Rxihibited  nortli,  it  was  admitted  aoatb  of  (Ih 
line  of  thirty-dx  degrees  and  thirty  minotei  kA 
latitude. 

Jiesoivedy  That  no  power  is  delisted,  bj  tiie  on- 
stitution,  to  Congress,  to  prohibit,  u  or  betveeo  the 
States  tolerating  slavery,  tbe  sale  and  remcinl  d 
such  persons  as  ore  held  in  slavery  by  fiie  Im  of 
those  States. 

Jietetved,  That,  wfaUst  tbe  Senate,  with  puM 
regret,  has  seen  the  persevennoe  of  cotdn  dtiM 
oTtiie  United  States  hi  Uw  agitatioBOftiieibgBlta 
of  domestic  slavery,  thereby  creating  diatiw  u* 
discontent  and  dtesatisiactiou  smcug  (he  p«H^ef 
the  United  States,  who  should  everdimahtowirfi 
each  other  ftatemal  sentiments,  it  beholds,  vithlk 
deepest  satisfaction,  everyrrtiere  prevailing  u  om* 
querable  attachment  to  the  Uoiou,  as  the  wit  W- 
woA  of  the  safety,  hberty,  and  happiness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  United  States. 

There  ia  nothing  abstract  or  met^byneil  it 
them.   They  relate  to  the  abofitiMi  of  diiw 
in  the  States,  in  the  District  of  .OoImiil»,i»J 
in  Florida^  the  only  Territory  of  ti»  OnW 
States  where  it  exists,  and  to  the  afeudit- 
movfll  of  slaves  in  tbe  States  whose  kn,!^ 
nize  the  institation     dmj.  Tiaij  do  axt 
seek  to  renovate  any  party,  nor  to  place  "» 
high  interests  toi^oh  tiieyrelate  m  tbe^ 
dosive  custody  of  any  one  party.  .""^ 
upon,  and  snsttuned  by,  the  con8titBtioii,_inV 
i^peal  to  the  sound  discretion,  the.sober  jBdg- 
ment,  and  the  patriotism  of  .all  pwti**  |^ 
not  ask  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  apKWJ 
upon  each  of  them ;  bat  I  shaa  offer 
ing  to  the  District  of  Colambis, 
tbe  Territory  of  Florida,  as  an 
the  fifth  Msolntion,  submitted  by  ti* 
from  South  Carolina.   I  think  the  yWgJ 
the  petitioners  of  intenaeddlmg  tbot^ 
in  this  District  is  harsh,  and  |^ 
oSbnsiTe word  Bhonld  boosed.  Tbeunw" 
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Colombia  is  the  seat  of  the  oommon  (Jorem- 
xnent  tiS  the  United  Stat^  It  was  ceded  for 
that  express  porpoae.  Each  State  has  as  much 
interest  in  it,  and  as  mnch  right  to  petition 
aboat  any  thing  within  it,  as  any  other  State, 
and  no  more.  Nor  can  I  concnr  with  the  reso- 
lotkni,  in  declaring  that  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Oolmnbia  would  be  a  direct 
and  dangerous  attack  apon  the  institntion  of 
slavery  in  the  States.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  it  would  excite  '*  a  degree  of  Jast  alarm  and 
apprehension  in  the  Stat^  recogmzit^  slavery  " 
far  transcending  in  mischievons  tendency,  any 
possible  benefit  which  coold  be  acoom^lished 
by  the  abolition,  or  to  ose  any  other  equivalent 
l^igoa^e.  In  conclnsion,  I  move  the  third 
resolution  of  the  series  which  I  have  anggested, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  fifth  resointion  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  SontSi  Oandina. 

Mr.  OAiaoDN  felt  some  hidacement  to  perse- 
vere in  the  course  he  had  heretofore  pnrsned, 
by  now  seeing  the  concesdons  which  were  pro- 
posed by  the  resolntioDs  jnst  read  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky.  He  now  saw  it  conceded, 
that  where  the  object  was  dearly  unconstitu- 
tional, the  Senate  was  not  bound  to  receive  a 
petition.  At  first,  the  broad  ground  was  taken 
that  the  right  of  petition  was  so  sacred  that  any 
refusal  to  receive  a  petition^  no  matter  on  what 
snbject,  and  no  matter  how  objectionable  its 
language,  would  be  an  invasion  of  it.  Now  it 
waa  conceded  that  they  were  not  boand  to  re- 
ceive a  petition  when  the  aaljject  of  it  was 
claariynnconstitatiottaL  Kow,  as  to  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Scmator  from  Eentaoly  to 
the  fifth  resdntion.  He  wonld  state,  In  general 
terms,  what  was  the  graat  eharacterisMo  differ- 
enoe  between  them.  The  Senator  went  on  the 
principle  that  concession  was  the  way  to  meet 
these  Abolitionists.  He,  on  the  other  hand, 
went  on  the  ground  that  we  have  no  safety  bnt 
in  standing  fast  on  our  rights.  The  AlK>Htioo- 
ists  tell  you  that  thoir  object  is  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia  as  but  one  step  tow- 
ards final  abolition  in  the  States.  With  this 
object,  avowed  by  the  Abolitionists,  what  do 
duty  and  policy  demand  on  our  part  ?  We  see 
the  end ;  and  that,  if  it  can  be  effected,  it  would 
be  onr  destrnction.  Shall  we  yield,  or  stand 
ftat?  That  is  the  qnestion.  If  we  yield  an 
inch,  we  are  gone.  The  ve^  ground  on  which 
ve  are  asked  to  make  the  first  oonceadon  will 
be  nived  on  ns  with  equal  force  to  make  the 
seoono,  the  third,  and  every  intermediate  one, 
till  the  last  is  oousnmmated.  The  first  is  to 
yield  the  right  of  petition,  and  to  discnss  the 
snbject  with  the  Abolitionists,  in  order  to  ap- 
pe^  them,  and  to  stop  agitation.  This  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  (mi.  Olat)  orges  on 
us,  which  he  tells  us  would  have  a  happy  effect 
in  qnietiug  the  public  feeling.  Does  he  not  see 
that,  if  we  should  have  the  folly  to  make  Uiia 
eoncesdon,  we  will  be  next  nrmd  to  yield  to 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this  District  on  the 
TOT  same  gronnd  t  we  wQl  be  t(dd  that  there 
are  but  two  thousand  sUves  tn  the  IMstriot^  and 


if  we  yield  to  so  small  a  request,  all  will  be 
qniet.  If  that  be  conceded,  we  will  be  next 
told,  we  must  yield  to  the  aboUtion  in  1^  Tw- 
ritories,  and  then  to  the  abolition  of  what  they 
oaU  the  slave-trade  betweoi  the  States,  ima, 
finally,  to  abolition  in  the  States.  At  every 
step  they  would  become  stronger,  and  we 
wMker,  if  we  should  be  so  infii^ated  as  to 
make  the  first  concession;  and  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  at  each  step,  would  no  doubt 
be  able  to  read  jnst  such  a  letter  as  he  had  just 
read,  from  some  well-intentioned  but  weak  in- 
dividual frwi  the  Korth,  telling  ns,  if  we  would 
only  yield  the  immediate  point  at  issue,  all  will 
be  qniet,  and  that  our  cause  will  be  strength- 
ened. No:  there  never  was  a  qnestioa  a^tated 
where  the  most  unyielding  oppoeitiim  was  so 
neoessanr  tor  saooess.  The  difiereoee  brtween 
him  and  the  Senator  frtnn  Kentoeky  was  as 
wide  as  the  poles. .  ^  ' 

Mr.  Gut,  in  reply  to  Mr.  OAXaoinr,  ob- 
served, the  Smator  from  Sonth  OaroUna  seems 
highly  delighted  with  having  gained  a  point 
which  he  calls  a  concession  on  my  part :  that 
is,  the  immediate  rejection  of  all  petitiMis 
touching  abolition  in  the  States.  Bat  who  ever 
contended  that  Congress  was  bound  to  enter- 
tain  petitions  relatii^  to  an  object  manifestly 
beyond  the  scope  of  its  constitutional  powers  I 
We  have  only  insisted  upon  its  obligation  to 
receive  petitions  when  Congress  possesses 

gower,  or  the  power,  being  oontroverted,  is  a 
t  sul^ect  of  investigation.  Whatever  has  been 
gainea  by  the  Senator,  in  respect  to  these,  I 
fear  is  more  than  neutralized  by  a  loss  to  the 
slave-holding  interest,  arising  from  the  handle 
which  is  made  of  an  alleged  denial  of  the  right 
of  petition.  If  our  object  really  be  to  diminish 
the  number  of  petitioners,  we  should  present 
no  collateral  or  false  issues  to  the  connti7. 

Bnt  the  Senator  expresses  his  alarm  at  the 
reception  of  petitions.  Why,  sir,  what  is  there 
justly  alamung  in  the  mere  fact  of  receiving  a 
petition  ?  Action,  Connesnonal  action,  alone 
can  justify^  alarm.  The  Senator  thinks  my  reso* 
lutions  make  a  concesuon.  Of  whatf  The 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States  t  No. 
They  demand  an  instantaneons  n^ection  of  all 
such  petitions,  as  being  palpably  beyond  the 
powers  oLOo^p^ss,  and  tneraftn«  not  even  de- 
batable. The  ivht  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District?  No.  The  strongest  grounds — stronger 
than  the  Senator's  own  resolution — are  assomed 
against  it.  The  right  to  abolish  it  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Florida  V  No.  All  the  con^derations 
against  it  are  arrayed  in  forcible  language. 
The  right  to  proMbit  the  sale  and  removal  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State  ?  No.  The  oonsti- 
tutional  power  of  Congress  to  do  that  is  de- 
nied. And  it  is  remarkable  that,  while  my 
resolutions  deny  that  power,  his  are  dtogetber 
silent  about  it. 

Ooncesraon  I  We  camtot  alter  the  oonstitn- 
tion.  It  is  that  which  guarantees  the  ri^t  of 
petition;  and*the  alleged  otmeesdon  is  to  be 
fiHuid  not  in  my  restdntiai,  but  in  the  oonsti- 
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tatitm.  But  what,  again  Z  ask,  is  there  in  the 
&ct  of  ree^Tlog  a  petition  which  is  to  throw 
OS  into  a  nervoos  fit?  Why,  ur,  if  a  man  were 
to  present  me  a  petition  to  grant  him  Ashland, 
^  Orozimbol  exclaimed  some  Senator — or 
Orozimbo,  said  Ur.  Ci.a.t,  whose  death  I  am 
sorry  to  announce  to  the  Senate,  and  he  was  a 
neat  loss,  pnblio  and  private,)  I  would,  without 
ute  least  apprehension  for  the  loss  of  mj  prop- 
erty, pat  it  in  my  pocket,  or  lay  it  upon  the 
table.  Will  not  the  Senator  comprehend  the 
Terence  between  the  act  of  receiving  a  peti- 
tion, and  the  grant  of  the  thing  petitioned  for  t 

TIm  Senator  from  Bonth  Oarolina  has  ad- 
verted to  the  radical  difference  between  ns  on 
tbls  ml^jecL  I  re£^  it^  but  I  fear  that  it  is 
not  oonnoAd  to  this  nutter.  For  a  long  period 
of  our  service  in  the  public  councils,  no  two 
pnblio  men  ever  coincided  upon  all  great  meas- 
ures ofpolioy  more  than  the  Senator  and  my- 
aelC  We  agreoi  as  to  the  War,  the  Tariff,  In- 
ternal Improvements,  a  Kati<mal  Bank,  etc 
But  when,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  I  heard 
the  Senator,  at  the  extra  session,  declare  that 
he  had  always  thought  a  national  bank  nnoon- 
ftitutional,  tdie  last  Unk  in  the  chain  of  opinion 
which  oonnected  us  was  broken  and  destroyed. 

The  honorable  Senator  is  not  more  firmly  re- 
Kdved  than  I  am  to  snatain  the  Jnst  ri^te  of 
the  ilave-hoIdii%  States.  We  iima  as  to  the 
meana.  He  ^>ea  fm  Btrong  language,  menacing 
tmea,  and  irritating  measnrea;!  for  temperate, 
but  firm,  language,  conciliation,  and  for  obey- 
ing the  iinottotioa  of  the  constitution,  in  respect 
to  the  right  of  petiticm,  which  is  never  improp- 
•riy  denied  wiuiout  wounding  popular  s^kmbu- 
ity.  doubtiesa,  does  not  desire  to  affect 
the  stability  of  the  Union ;  but  I  cannot  bnt 
fear  that  his  whole  course  on  this  , subject  haa 
that  tendency.  I  think  that  all  our  proceed- 
ings h^  shoald  be  regulated  by  the  fact  that 
the  States  are  all  parts  of  one  great  confederacy, 
and  should  seek  to  increase  the  harmony  and 
■trengthen  the  mtion  between  them.  We 
dtunud  nerer  act  as  if  we  were  a  divided  peo- 
ple, or  oonld  possibly  become  ao.  We  are  too 
much  in  the  hal^  ca  speaking  of  divorces,  sep- 
aration, disunion.  In  private  life,  if  a  wife 
pouts,  and  freta,  and  scolds,  what  would  be 
tiiought  of  the  good  sense  or  disoretion  of  the 
hnsband,  who  should  threaten  her  wftii  separa- 
tion, divorce,  disunion  ?  who  sliould  use  these 
terrible  words  upon  every  petty  disagreement 
in  domestic  life  f  No  man,  who  has  a  heart  or 
right  feelings,  would  employ  such  idle  menaces. 
He  would  approach  the  lady  with  kind  and 
conciliatory  languoge,  and  apply  those  natural 
and  more  agreeable  remedies,  which  never  fail 
to  rest(ve  domestic  harmony.  [A  general  bnrst 
of  laughter,  which  contiuned  for  some  time.] 

Ur.  OALEomr  replied,  that  if  he  had  really 
been  inconsistent^  as  the  Senator  supposes,  in 
referenoe  to  the  bank,  be  might  find  a  justifica- 
tion in  the  example  of  the  Senator  himself 
The  only  difference  between  Hum  would  be 
that  the  Senator  had  changed  from  an  anti- 
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bank  to  a  bonk  man,  and  he  from  a  bank,  to  aa 
anti-bank  mni*. 

The  su^ect  of  the  bank,  and  the  conaistenc^ 
of  himself  and  the  Senator,  had  been  gratui- 
tously introduced,  and  did  not  belong  to  the 
question  under  consideration ;  bnt  aa  the  Sen- 
ator  had  thought  proper  to  make  the  charge  ai 
iaoonsistenoy,  he  felt  called  on  to  repel  it.  Be, 
then,  had  never  been,  in  any  proper  seise  *ji  the 
term,  a  bank  man,  as  he  had  been  opposed  to 
the  system  ever  since  he  had  formed  a  delib- 
erate and  mature  opinion  in  relation  to  it.  It 
is  true,  he  supported  the  chartering  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  tmited  States  in  1816,  bnt  it  ia  no 
less  true  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  system  at 
that  tim&  uid  so  expressed  himsdf  in  bis  open- 
ing speech  on  the  question.  In  sD]morting  the 
bank  then,  he  yielded  to  what  he  believea  to 
be  the  necessity  of  the  case,  growing  ont  of  the 
cramection  between  the  Govenunent  and  the 
banks — a  connection  which  originated  before 
his  time,  and  was  beyond  his  controL  He  then 
Sfud  that,  so  long  as  that  connection  existed — 
so  long  as  the  Government  received  and  treated 
bank  notes  as  gold  and  silver — it  was  bound  to 
regulate  the  banks,  and  that  a  Buik  of  the 
United  States  was  the  only  efficient  and  legiti- 
mate means  of  effecting  it ;  and  such  ia  still  hk 
opinion. 

li;  then,  his  comm  in  1816  and  now,  w» 
ferent  in  relation  to  the  banlc,  it  must  be  traced 
to  a  change  of  oircmnstances,  and  not  to  a 
change  of  opinion.  At  the  former  period,  the 
connection  between  the  Government  and  the 
b^^  existed  with  no  prospect  its  teminar' 
tion,  or  the  possibility  of  resonding  it;  but, 
now,  fortunat^y,  it  has  ceased  by  op»ation  of 
law ;  and  he,  for  the  first  time  aiuce  he  bad  * 
been  in  public  life,  was  free  to  take  a  po«ti<Hi  in 
reference  to  the  bank  in  conformity  to  his  prio- 
ciples.  Four  years  ago,  on  questions  growing 
out  of  the  removal  of  the  deposits,  he  ^cptidtlf 
avowed  his  opinion,  in  the  stnHigest  tera*, 
againat  the  ^atem.  If  this  was  tha  only  chv^ 
of  incondstea<7^  that  oonld  be  brought  a^uast 
him  in  a  long  political  life,  be  had  reason  cer- 
tainly to  congratolate  himaelf  as  not  being  in- 
consistent, and  he  certainly  had  aa  much  ri^ 
to  accuse  the  Senator  of  separating  from  hnB| 
as  he  had  to  make  the  chai^  agunst  Imn. 

But  the  Senator  is  not  content  with  making 
the  charge  of  inconsistency.  He  makes  the 
grave  accusation  ag^nst  him  of  alluding  to  the 
possible  dissolution  of  the  Union;  bat  fortii- 
uately  for  him,  there  was  but  a  sUght  difference 
between  the  Senator  and  himself  in  reference 
to  this  accusation.  We  both  speak  of  tb«  pos- 
sible dissolution  of  the  Unic«i;  the  Senator 
when  the  bank  is  the  subject  of  discus^on^  and 
he  when  abolition.  That  is  all ;  and  he  mi^ht 
with  as  mnch  Jnatice  charge  the  Senator  with 
hostility  to  the  Union,  as  he  had  him. 

Bat  the  Senatw  tells  as  that  we  set  oat  in 
pnblio  life  togeUier;  that  we  travelled  a  I«ig 
time  the  same  road,  but  have  separated.  Be 
beUend  it  was  trae,  that  w«  both  set  ont  on 
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iba  same  principles,  and  in  the  same  partj.  We 
both  professed  at  the  aturt  the  dootnaes  of  '96, 
And  bdoDged  to  the  B^blicui  parly;  and  it 
is  brae  that  ve  are  now  separateo.  Be  left  It 
to  tiie  world  to  Jndge  wMek  had  departed  from 
-  the  ori^md  &tth. 

Mr.  Out.  The  Senator  himsdf  was  the  fint 
to  ^eak  of  a  radical  difference  between  him 
and  me  on  all  snMeots.  We  set  out  in  life  to- 
gether; bnt  in  his  opinion  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  oat  aannder  the  last  chain  be- 
tween as.  We  were  together  in  '98,  and  since 
^en  we  hare  taken  long  voyages ;  bnt  whither 
did  the  prindples  of  '98  cany  him  ?  into  what 
port  t  The7  carried  me  into  the  port  in  which 
I  always  anchor — the  port  of  the  Union — ^the 
whole  Union — ^without  the  aeparation  from  it 

any  member. 

The  Senator  chose  to  r^>eat  what  is  no  nor- 
clty,  bat  baa  been  often  eoggested  on  this  floor, 
that  I  have  changed  my  opinion  as  to  aBank 
^the  United  States. 

[Ur.  Calbovs.  I  aoonsed  him  of  no  change.] 

Bnt  I  have  changed,  resumed  Ur.  Cut  ;  and 
I  hftTO  changed  with  the  country.  I  opposed 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  want 
of  constitutional  power,  and  on  other  grounds. 
Bat  the  war  came,  then  a  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  and  a  derangement  of  the  ourrenoy ; 
and  the  whole  conntry  cried  out  for  a  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  country  had  been 
adverse  to  a  bank  in  1616,  it  could  not  hare 
been  established.  If  I  am  taunted  with  such 
a  change,  I  thank  God  it  is  the  only  point  of 
■atiooal  poUoy  which,  in  the  whole  w  my  pnb- 
Ue  life,  I  nave  changed. 

In  161S-'16  the  eonstitntional  power  to  estab- 
Ush  a  bank  was  adnutted.  We  were  then  in 
habita  of  the  greatest  intimacy.  I  was  then 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  he  at  the  head  of 
tine  committee  ont  of  which  the  bank  ^rew. 
Kerer  then  did  I  bear  from  him  a  sentmient 
adverse  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
establish  a  bank;  and  when,  afterwards,  in 
company  with  a  gentleman  from  Yimnia,  I 
heard  it  for  the  firet  time,  mutual  snrpnae  was 
expressed  and  felt. 

Mr.  CiXBOtm  replied,  that  the  Senator  draws 
a  feeble  condndon,  if  he  intends  to  impeach  the 
oorreotnesa  of  his  memory  in  reference  to  his 
coarse  in  1819.  It  wonld  indeed  be  san>rising 
if^  after  more  tiban  twenty  ^^eara,  the  Senator 
should  recollect  the  position  wluch  he  assamed 
in  dtscQBsioa  at  that  time  in  reference  to  the 
banking  system,  while  it  is  not  at  all  surprising 
that  he  should  forget  it,  even  if  it  attracted  his 
attention  at  the  time.  Four  years  unoe,  on  an 
occasion  not  less  memorable,  he  made  the 
strongest  declaration  against  the  system  which 
stands  on  record,  and  yet  the  Senator  does  not 
recollect  it;  and  with  what  propriety,  then, 
can  the  Senator  ventnre  to  appeal  to  the  ab- 
sence of  his  recollection  on  the  same  sulfject 
twenty-two  years  since,  with  the  view  of  im- 
peaching the  correctness  of  his  memory  t 

Ur.  Out  said  he  would  not  oontrovert  the 


assertion  of  the  gwtlemsn,  bat  he  had  not 
heard  him. 


WsDmBDAT,  January  10. 
Mr,  CalhounU  Setohttiotu. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conrideration  of  the 
fifth  of  these  resolutions,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Ur.  Out. 

Ur.  Calhouit  said  that  he  had  eumined  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Ur. 
Out,)  which  had  \ma.  offered  as  a  sulntitate 
for  the  fifth  resolution,  and  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  bring  his  mind  to  give  it  his 
support,  or  to  vote  for  it  if  it  shoold  be  adopted 
in  any  thing  like  its  present  shape. 

It^  in  the  first  plao&  entirely  abandmad  the 
Territories  to  the  AboUtlonists.  HlaflfthTeso^ 
Intioa  covered  both  this  IMatrict  and  the  Terri- 
tories, bat  the  amendment  whtdly  omitted  the 
latter,  and  left  them  defenceless  to  the  hivarion 
of  the  foe. 

He  next  objected,  that  it  conceded,  by  almtwt 
necessary  implication,  the  right  of  Congress  to 
appropriate  the  public  funds  to  purchase  and 
emancipate  slaves;  a  oonoesnon  among  the 
most  dangerous  and  unconstitutional  that  could 
be  made.  If  once  admitted,  it  would  be  very 
easy  to  complete  the  end  the  Abolitionists  have 
in  view,  and  tiiat  wholly  at  our  expense.  If 
we  yield  that  point,  the  work  will  soon  be  oou- 
sammated. 

Hia  next  oljeotion  was,  that  it  implied^  ad- 
mitted it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  receive 
and  ffiicius  petiti<»i8  to  abcdish  slavery  In  tiie 
District:  in  nis  opinion  a  most  unfounded  and 
dangerous  assumption  ;  but  he  had  so  fUly  ex- 
pressed his  opimtMk  on  that  point,  on  former 
occasions,  that  he  would  not  now  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  rq>eating  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion. 

He  finally  objected,  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  and  of  the  remarks  with  which  It 
was  nsherea  in,  was  altogether  too  low  for  the 
snl^ect  and  the  ocoairion.  He  Vas  adverse  to 
all  violence  of  language,  in  the  expression  of 
laudative  opini(»u ;  bnt  when  the  snljeet  WM 
one  of  saeh  imnrovwed  outrage  on  one>haIf  of 
the  States  of  ti»  Unkm,  and  so  pr^oant  wMh 
disastrouB  oonaeqnenoes  to  all,  ne  ooaU  not 
reoondle  it  to  hU  impresnon  a£  imquiefy  to 
speak  in  the  low  and  sabdned  tnae  of  the 
am^dment, 

Ur.  Out  sud:  As  to  the  amendment  not 
providing  protection  for  the  Territories  in  the 
series  of  resolntions  which  he  had  offraed  yea- 
terday,  there  was  one  that  expressly  provided 
for  Florida,  the  only  Territory  oonoemed, 
placed  on  the  strongest  grounds. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  Government  to  pur- 
chase the  slaves  in  the  District,  the  amendment 
recognized  do  such  thing.  It  nmply  says  yon 
cannot  emancipato  them  without  compensatim. 
Bat  whetiier  yon  can  do  it  at  all  or  not,  it  doM 
not  assert. 
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}fy  idea  In  framing  ^bat  resolntioa  wiu  to 
tiuvT  annind  ihe  District  OdninUa  werj 
seonrify,  in  three  disUnot  propositions.  One 
was  the  pUghted  faith  of  this  GoTerament  In 
the  transacraon  by  which  the  District  was  ac- 
quired. The  next  was,  that  yon  hare  no  ri^t 
to  abolish  slavery  here  without  indemnity.  The 
third  waa,  that  yon  cannot  do  it  witboat  excit- 
ing a  degree  of  alarm  in  the  Sonthem  Statea  of 
this  Union— without  transcending  all  the  bene- 
fits of  any  results. 

The  Senator's  third  olOeetion  ia  to  the  right 
of  petition  involved  in  the  amendment  I  warn 
the  Senato  that  there  can  be  no  oontinnanoe  of 
the  invasion  of  the  xi^t  to  petition.  Ur.  0. 
mentioned  a  State  Leglslatare  that  bad  now 
under  eooidderation  thia  aulneot  of  the  inTasion 
of  the  right  of  petition;  and  frran  Eentncl^,  a 
slave  ooontry,  he  had  this  morning  received  a 
letter  from  one  of  the  most  iutelU^nt  men,  in 
which  he  eaya  you  cannot  maintMU  your 
ground ;  beware  how  you  attempt  it.  This  is 
a  point  on  which  I  know  I  differ  from  the  Sen- 
ator, and  I  should  regard  nothing  more  fatal 
than  a  deliberate  determination  of  this  body  to 
invade  the  right  of  petition.  Does  not  every 
State  daim  in  the  District  equal  rights  f  There 
is  bat  one'measure  more  fatal  than  the  invasion 
of  the  right  of  petition,  and  that  is  to  adopt  the 
oonoluding  resoluticm  of  the  Senator  from  South 
OaroUna. 

The  last  Direction  was  that  the  tone  of  the 
amendment  was  subdued :  bat  with  what  pro- 
priety is  tills  charge?  It  ia  in  langui^^  as 
strong  as  ever  was  used.  You  cannot  abolish 
davery  without  a  breach  of  I2ie  pnblio  £utii. 
Can  any  thing  be  stronger  ?  It  equals  the  con- 
stitution itself. 

Ur.  Buchanan  inquired  if  he  waa  to  uuder- 
Btand  the  Senator  from  Emtnoky  as  having 
modified  his  resolution. 

l£r.  Olat  said  he  would  readily  do  so,  and 
accordingly  struck  out  that  part  the  resolu- 
tion relating  to  oompensaticHi  to  the  owners  of 
slaves. 

Ur.  0.  B^d  that  there  was  (me  obaerratitm 
peculiarly  applicable  to  the  Tesolntion  un- 
der  conoderatitm.  He  Iwlieved  that  we  had 
but  one  TeiTitOTT,  that  of  Florida ;  and  how 
ooiUd  we  assert  that  the  abolition  of  davery  in 
the  District  of  Oolumbia,  and  the  Territories  of 
*  the  United  States  would  be  a  violation  of  faith, 
implied  in  the  cession  of  the  District,  since 
Florida  was  acquured  twenty  years  after  the 
oeeslon. 

Ur.  Pbbston,  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate, 
modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  append  the 
words  "violation  of  the  public  fUth,  implied 
in  the  cession  of  the  District  ci  Oidmnbi^"  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution. 

The  qnesticm  waa  taken  on  Ur.  0lat*8 
amendment  or  substitute,  and  it  was  adopted, 
as  follows : 

TiAS.— ICessn.  B^od,  Brown,  Budunaa,  Clay 
cf  AiftMgrm,  Clay  of  Kentad^,  d^ton,  Oritteudeo, 
Cothbeit,  Fulton,  Eing,  Niles.  Preston,  JUvaa.  Bob- 


baoD,  Strange,  TiUmadge,  Uptooi,  White,  md  Wa> 
liams— 19. 

ITats.— UeBsn.  AOeo,  Bent<m,  Blade,  Calboai^ 
OniBdj',  Hubtnrd,  Lumi^n,  Lyon,  KichdaB,  Nor 
veil.  Fierce,  Roane,  Serier,  Smith  of  Connecticii^ 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Walker,  Wright,  and  Tom%— 1& 

The  question  then  oeourring  on  the  amend- 
ment, as  amended, 
Ur.  Buchanan  inquired  if  the  question  was 

divisible. 

The  Yjox  PniaiDKBT  replied  that^  aooovdiog 
to  Pariiamentary  rules,  the  qaestion  at  its  Res- 
ent stage  was  not  diviable. 

Ur.  Btbanob  sud :  Th^  present  disenadoa 
had,  he  believed,  done  nuscbief ;  and  the  most 
likely  method  of  oountenctiug  that  roiaehief 
was  by  making,  in  tlM  result,  a  strong  expres- 
sion of  opinion  with  much  Tromrmity.  Xba 
apprehensKoi  that  many  of  our  frien<to  would 
not  go  with  us  upon  the  fifth  reecdntion  in  ita 
original  terms,  had  induced  hun  to  vote  far  the 
adoption  of  the  unendmentof  the  Scaoator  froco 
Eentooky,  (Ur.  Clat,)  as  modified  by  the  &«at- 
ator  from  Connecticut,  (Ur.  Nubb.)  For  him- 
self, he  greatiy  preferred  the  original  reecdutioo, 
if  for  no  other  reason,  for  its  condenaatioii  cC 
substance  and  terseness  of  s^Ie.  The  advan- 
tage of  a  resolution  so  constructed  had  ben 
faUy  and  happily  expreesed  by  tfa«  Seaator 
from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Aujek;)  but,  fearing  tliqr 
oonld  not  make  so  imponng  a  shov  upon  it  aa 
upon  the  subatitate,  he  had  voted  for  tt.  Be 
had,  in  &ct,  feaied  an  aotnal  defeat.  But  tike 
result  of  Cue  vote  upon  the  adoption  cf  th* 
amendment,  being  19  to  18,  had  satisfied  hia 
that,  in  point  of  numbers,  tiiey  oonld  do  quit* 
or  nearly  as  well  upon  the  ori^^nal  reeolntiflo, 
and,  in  point  of  expresraon  mudi  better ;  and  he 
therefore  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
for  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  question  on  Ur.  Stbanok^s  motion  to  re- 
oonsider  the  vote  on  adopting  Ur.  Clat'b  sob- 
atitute  bemg  taken,  it  was  carried.  Bo  Mr. 
Olat's  rescMitirai  then  oame  iq^  aa  an  original 
question. 

Hr.  BuoHANAiT  aaid  that  the  fint  part  ot  tha 
amendment  which  had  been  propoeed  by  the 
Senator  fr(»n  Kentue^,  as  modified  by  the 
Senator  frmn  Oumeoticut,  (Ur.  Kan.)  in  i*- 
gard  to  Slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  mat 
his  dedded  approb^on.  It  jtlaced  the  qnesticn 
upon  its  true  {oincipleB.  we  will  not  abolisb 
slavery  in  this  Disbrict,  becanse  it  was  orig- 
inally a  alave-holding  territory,  and  the  rar- 
rounding  States  by  which  it  was  ceded  are 
still  slave-holding  States ;  and  because  it  voold 
establish  in  tiie  midst  of  them  a  place  cf  refbge 
for  tiieir  fogitive  slaves ;  it  wonld  be  destruc- 
tive of  the  rights  and  semrity  of  their  otizms, 
and  ^ould  erect  a  dtadel  frcon  whence  to  aeatr 
ter  the  seeds  of  servile  insnrrection  flmo^iMt 
their  bordera.  How  he  wished  a  distinet  vote 
to  be  taken  tuxm  that  portion  the  amend- 
ment  whidi  related  exotorivelT  to  tibe  District 
of  Oolmnbia,  and  he  mj^osed  thia  oonld  on)r 
be  obtidned  V  atrildng  oat  all  that  portion  oc 
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filtt  amendliMiit  which  related  to  Florida  and 
the  Tm^i^^fi  oonntrjr.  In  mufcing  motion, 
he  desired  to  be  diaUootly  nnderstood.  He  du 
not  wiph  to  prevent  a  dii«ct  vote  on  this  second 
portion  of  the  resolntion.  It  oonld  be  offered 
afterwards  as  a  snbstantiTe  resolution.  AU  he 
dflrind  was  to  detaoh  that  portitm  at  the 
meodment  whidi  related  to  this  IHstriot  from 
what  fdlewed;  and  thus  obt^  the  strcnsest 
posriUe  vote  in  its  &Tor.  Mr.  B.  oradnded  1^ 
moring  to  strike  out  the  second  part  of  the 
tesolntiott. 

Kr.  SiTiKR  was  perfect^  satisfied  with  the 
resohdioa  of  the  Senator  from  Eentnckj,  and 
regretted  that  the  Senator  from  South  tDwolina 
bsn  not  consented  to  receive  it  As  for  tiie 
Beoond  part  of  &e  resolntion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentooky,  be  was  in  fovor  of  it,  and 
ahonld  therefore  vote  against  tiie  motion  of  tiie 
Senator  from  Pennsjlvania. 

Ifr.  BvoHASAir's  motion  was  carried — area 
S4uwwslt. 

Ur.  Kjmo,  of  Alabama,  to  prevent  any  diffi- 
onUy,  asked  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  if 
lie  wonld  agree,  In  ease  his  motion  should  pre- 
vail,  to  offer  tm  second  part  of  the  resolution 
SB  a  distinct  rwKdntion. 

ICr.  BuoRAHAN  replied,  eertainly.  He  could 
have  no  objection  to  plaoe  it  in  the  same  situa- 
tioa  in  which  he  had  foimd  it ;  withont,  how- 
ever, thereby  pledging  himself  to  support  sll 
the  inindides  which  it  contained. 

Mr,  Wbbstkb  said  he  could  not  concur  in  this 
resolution.  I  do  not  know  (said  he)  any  mat- 
ter of  fact,  or  any  ground  of  a^oment,  on  wbidi 
this  affirmation  of  pUghted  fiaith  can  be  sustain- 
ed. I  see  nothing  hj  whiGh  Omgress  has  tied 
up  its  hands,  either  direet^  or  li^reotly,  so  as 
to  put  its  omr  oonstitntioiul  power  beyond  the 
emoise  <rf  Its  own  discretion.  I  hsve  oare- 
ftilly  examined  the  acts  of  cession  by  the  States, 
the  act  (rf  OongresB,  the  proceedings  and  history 
of  the  times,  and  I  find  nothing  to  lead  me  to 
donbt  that  it  was  the  intention  of  all  parties  to 
leare  this,  like  other  subjecta  belonging  to  the 
legidation  for  the  ceded  territory,  entirely  to 
the  discretion  and  wisdom  of  Congress.  The 
words  of  the  oonstitation  are  dear  and  pMn. 
None  could  be  dearer  or  pluner.  Congress, 
by  that  instrument,  has  power  to  exercise  ez- 
clunve  Jurisdiotion  over  the  ceded  territory,  in 
an  cases  whatsoever.  The  acts  ctf  cesrion  ooa< 
tain  no  limitation,  omdition,  or  qualifloatiw 
whatever,  except  that,  out  of  abundant  oantion, 
there  is  inserted  a  proviso  that  nothing  in  the 
acta  contained  should  be  construed  to  vest  in 
the  United  States  any  right  of  property  in  the 
soil  so  as  to  affect  the  rights  of  individuals 
ther^,  otherwise  than  as  snoh  individuals 
might  themselves  transfer  their  right  of  soil  to 
the  United  States.  The  acts  of  cession  declare 
that  the  tract  of  country  "  is  forever  ceded  and 
rdinquished  to  Oongress  and  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  fall  and  sbeolute 
right  and  exdnsive  jurisdiction,  as  well  of  soil 
aa  of  persons  redding  or  to  redde  therdn,  pur- 
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suant  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  artide  of  the  Oon^totion  of  the 
United  States." 

Now,  that  section  to  which  reference  is  thus 
expnmj  made  in  these -deeds  of  cesnon,  de> 
dtf«s  that  Oongress  shall  have  power  '^to  ex- 
ercise exdudve  letndation,  in  all  cases  whatso- 
ever, ovor  Booh  Distriot,  not  essee^g  toi 
miles  square,  as  may,  by  cession  of  parosnlar 
States  and  the  acceptance  of  Oongress,  become 
the  seat  of  Qovemment  of  the  UDited  States." 

Nothing  therefore,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  be 
desrer  than  that  the  States  making  the  cesdoa 
expected  Oongress  to  exercise  over  the  IMstrict 
precisely  that  power,  and  neither  more  nor  less, 
which  Uie  constitution  bad  conferred  apon  it. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  provision,  or  the  inten- 
tion, either  of  the  oonstitation  in  granting  the 
power,  or  of  the  States  in  making  the  cession, 
could  be  enreesed  in  a  manner  more  absdutely 
free  frx>m  aU  doubt  or  ambiffiuty. 

If  the  assertion  contained  in  this  resolution 
be  true,  a  very  strange  result,  as  it  seems  tome, 
must  follow.  The  resolution  affirms  that  the 
fidth  tsi  Congress  is  pledged  indefinitely.  It 
makes  no  limitation  <h  time  or  circnrastance. 
If  this  be  so,  then  it  is  an  obligation  that  binds 
forever,  as  much  as  if  it  were  one  of  the  prohi- 
bitions of  the  constitution  Itselfl  And  at  all 
times  hereafter,  even  when  in  the  course  of 
their  history,  availing  themsdves  of  events,  or 
changing  their  views  of  policy,  the  States  them- 
selves ^ould  make  provisions  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  their  daves,  in  this  District,  neverthe- 
less, the  existing  state  of  ti^ga  could  not  he 
changed. 

Hr.  BuOHivAir.  add,  that  in  his  opiokm,  tho 
Senator  trtm  HasaadiUBetts  (Uj.  'WiesnB)  had 
not  placed  the  question  upon  its  tme  grounds. 
He  would  ask,  did  any  human  being  suppose 
that  the  States  of  Vit^ia  and  Maryland  would 
have  ever  thought  of  ceding  this  District  to  the 
United  States,  if  they  had  imagined  that  Con- 
gress would  convert  those  ten  miles  sqnare,  in 
the  very  heart  of  thdr  territory,  into  an  asylum 
for  theU-  fu^e^tive  daves,  and  a  spot  from  whence 
the  peace  and  safety  of  both  were  to  be  con- 
stantly endaQgered  ?  It  is  tme  that  no  «xpreu 
faith  was  pledged  in  the  cesdon,  because  no 
such  apprebendon  was  then  eotertdned.  If 
there  had  been,  does  any  man  doabt  that  th^ 
would  have  innsted  upon  an  express  stipulatitm 
against  such  an  flftirotng  danger  f  If  (sdd  Hr. 
B.)  I  fi^ly  grant  to  yon  a  vdnable  possesdon, 
could  you,  as  an  honorable  and  honest  man, 
think  you  had  a  right  to  wrest  this  ^p*ant  from 
its  mi^nd  purpose,  and  convert  it  mto  an  in- 
stnunent  (tf  my  destruction  t  If  you  know  that 
the  ^St  never  wonld  have  been  made  by  me, 
had  I  supposed  yon  were  capable  of  using  it  in 
such  8  manner,  you  are  nnder  the  stronsest 
mord  obligation  not  to  pervert  it  to  such  a 
purpose.  It  is  true  yoa  may  have  the  constitu- 
tiond  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  this  District; 
but  would  it  not  be  a  violation  of  .implied  fdtb, 
under  all  the  drcomstanoes,  to  exerdse  this 
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power  ?  I  think  It  wonld,  I  feel  that  it  would, 
and  therefore  shall  vote  that  it  would. 

Ag^D,  said  Mr.  B.,  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  the  langnage  of  the  reaoIntioiL  that  its 
friends  intend  that  slavoy  shall  exut  In  the 
DiBtriet,  after  it  has  beoi  aboUihed  In  the  war- 
nmnding  Btatea.  In  thus  anppoelng,  the  Sen- 
ator hae  misvpiiTdiended  the  terms  of  the  reso* 
latton.  Abolish  A&verj  in  Yir^nia  and  Mary- 
land, (sud  Mr.  B.,)  and  it  will  no  longer,  it  can 
no  longer,  ezisLin  this  Distriot  The  people  of 
these  States  had  been  making  rapid  strides  tow- 
ards the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  until 
thej  were  arrested  in  their  career  bj  the  aboli- 
tion excitement,  and  the  proceedings  the 
abolition  societies.  This  resolntiou  presented 
the  verj  point  of  the  question,  on  which  he  was 
Villing  to  stand  or  to  &U.  It  contemplated  the 
existence  of  sUverj  here,  so  long  as  it  should 
Mntinoe  to  exist  in  the  surrounding  States; 
but  not  a  day  lonffw.  It  contained  the  veir 
prjndple  for  whion  he  had  always  contended, 
that  Slavery  hare  and  slavery  t?tert  mnst  share 
the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Wbbbteb.  The  words  of  the  resolotien 
will  speak  for  tbemBelves.  They  reqnire  no 
comment.  They  express  an  nnlimited  plighted 
fiidt^.  The  honorable  member  will  so  see,  if  he 
will  look  at  those  words.  The  gentleman  asks 
whether  those  who  made  the  cession  coold  have 
expected  that  Congress  would  ever  have  exer- 
cised such  a  power  t  To  this  I  answer,  that  I 
Bee  no  reason  to  donbt  that  the  parties  to  the 
cession  were  as  willing  to  leave  this  as  to  leave 
other  powers  to  the  discretion  of  Congress.  I 
see  not  the  sUghtest  evidence  of  any  espedal 
fear,  or  any  especial  carej  or  conoeni,  on  the 
part  of  t^u  ceding  States,  m  regard  to  this  par- 
ticular part  of  the  JnrisaicticHi  ceded  to  Con- 
gress. And,  I  think,  I  can  ask  on  the  other 
cade,  a  very  important  question  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  gentleman  himself  and  for  that 
of  the  Senate  and  the  country ;  and  that  is, 
wonld  Congress  have  accepted  the  ces^on  with 
any  such  restr^t  upon  its  constitutional 
power,  either  express  or  understood  to  be  im- 
plied I  I  think  not  Looking  back  to  the  state 
of  things  then  existing,  and  especially  to  what 
Congress  had  done  so  recently  before,  when  it 
accepted  the  cession  of  the  North-western  Ter- 
ritory, I  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  Con- 
gress would  have  refused  the  cesrifHi  if  <^e»d 
viOx  any  oondMon  or  understanding  that  Its 
constitntional  anthority  to  exercise  exdusive 
legislation  over  the  IHsmct  In  all  cases  whatso- 
ever should  be  abridged, 

I  have  sud  nothing  on  the  expediency  of 
abolition,  immediate  or  gradual,  or  the  reasons 
which  ought  to  weigh  with  Congress  should 
that  question  be  proposed.  I  can  well  con- 
ceive, I  think,  what  wonld  be  a  natural  and 
fiur  mode  of  reasoning  on  such  an  occasion. 

When  it  is  said,  for  instance,  by  way  of  argu- 
ment, that  Congress,  although  it  have  the 
power,  oQght  not  tfi  take  a  lead  in  the  bumness 
of  abolition,  o(xifiidering  that  the  interest  whioh 
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the  United  States  have  in  the  whole  subject  k 
vastly  less  than  that  whioh  the  States  have  n 
iL  I  can  understand  the  propriefy  and  fisna 
of  the  observation.  It  as  fitr  as  H  soei»  a 
pertinent  and  appropriate  annment^  and  1  dufl 
always  be  rea^to  ^re  it  the  ftill  w«q^  ba- 
longingtoiL  When  it  is  alined  that,  in  •  eaaa 
so  vital  to  the  States,  the  States  tbemaelvea 
should  be  flowed  to  maintj^  th^  own  pt^ejt 
and  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
ought  not  to  do  any  thin^  which  abalL  directly 
or  iniUrectly,  shake  or  disturb  tiut  pwk^,  thk 
is  a  line  of  policy  which  I  eau  nndentand ;  for 
I  have  always  not  only  admitted,  but  innated, 
that  slavery,  within  l^e  States,  is  a  snlfjeet  b»- 
longing  absolute  and  ezolua^y  to  the  Stota 
themselves. 

But  the  present  is  not  an  attempt  to  exhibit 
any  such  course  of  reasoning  as  tms.  The  at- 
tempt is  to  set  up  a  pledge  d  the  ^tubUo  &^ 
to  oo  the  same  office^  as  a  constitntional  joold* 
bitson,  in  trams,  wood  do ;  that  ia,  to  aet  19  & 
direct  bar,  precluding  all  exerdse  of  Hie  diso^ 
tion  of  Congress  over  the  suUect.  It  has  beat 
often  said  in  this  debate,  and  I  believe  it  is  trae^ 
that  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  do  bdierc 
that  Congress  baa  a  dear  constitutional  power 
over  slavery  in  this  District  But  whfle  tins 
constitutifHud  right  is  adnutted,  it  is  at  ^ 
same  moment  attempted  to  be  efi<eetnally  coun- 
teracted, overthrown,  and  done  away  with  by 
the  affirmation  of  plighted  Caitlt,  as  asserted  in 
the  resoltrtion  before  ns. 

Kow,  I  have  already  said  I  know  nothing  to 
support  this  affirmaUon.  Nmther  in  the  acts 
of  Msdon,  nor  in  the  act  of  Congress  jMM^tiDg 
the  Ihstriot,  nor  in  any  other  document)  htMoiy, 
puUicataon,  or  transactiwi,  do  .1  know  a  aia^ 
fact  or  eu^estion,  snpportiiup  this  proponliiWi 
or  tending  to  support  it  Kor  has  any  geatii 
iQan,  so  &r  as  I  know,  pointed  out,  or  attoqit- 
ed  to  point  out,  any  soon  fact,  document,  trans* 
action,  or  other  evidence.  All  is  left  to  the 
general  and  repeated  statement^  that  such  « 
condition  must  have  been  intended  by  the 
States.  Of  all  this  I  see  no  proof  whatever.  I 
see  no  evidence  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
States  thus  to  limit  the  power  of  Congreea,  or 
thus  to  reqnire  a  pledge  against  its  exercise. 

I  am  altogeljher  nniu>le  to  see  any  ground  for 
snpposing  tbat  either  party  to  the  oesinGa  had 
any  mental  reservation,  any  uneipressed  ex- 
pectation, or  relied  on  any  implied,  trat  unnai- 
uoned  aim  unsuggested  pledge,  whatever, 
the  oouBtitnticai,  u  a  ^8tri<^  should  be  ceded  to 
it  for  the  seat  of  Government,  Congress  was  to 
have  a  right,  in  express  terms,  to  exodse  «x* 
elusive  le^slaiion,  in  all  cases  whatsoeirer.  Ibe 
cession  was  made  and  accepted,  in  punoanaa 
of  this  power.  • 

As  to  any  provision  in  the  acts  of  cession 
stipulating  for  the  security  <rf  property,  then  is 
none,  except  only  what  I  have  already  obsOTcd 
— this  condition,  that  no  ri^t  of  individuals  in 
the  soil  should  be  construed  to  be  transferred, 
but  only  tha  jorisdiction.   But  no  doubt  all 
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rights  of  property  ot^;ht  to  be  dnlj  respected 
hj  Congrees,  and  all  other  legiBlatnres. 

And  ^aoe  the  snt^ect  of  oompensation  to  the 
owners  of  emanoipated  slaves  has  been  referred 
to,  I  take  oooasioQ  to  aaj,  that  Congress,  if  it 
flbonkl  think  that  a  wise,  jost,  and  politio  legis- 
iMioii  for  this  District  reqnired  them  to  make 
eompMsatioii  for  aiaves  emancipated  here,  they 
faaye  the  same  constitutional  anthoritj  to  make 
MMh  oompeoaation  as  to  make  erante  for  roads 
and  bridges,  alms-honsee,  pemtentiaries,  and 
other  sfanuar  otjeeta  in  the  Bistrict. 

Hr.  Out  concurred  with  Mr.  Buohanait, 
and  he  mast  express  his  astonishment  that  Ur. 
WsBSTBR  did  not  view  the  matter  in  the  same 
light.  He  believed,  with  Mr.  B.,  that  if  tfaoee 
St^es  could  have  ima^ned  that  while  slavery 
existed  with  them  it  would  be  ended  here,  they 
never  would  have  made  the  cession.  Mr.  0. 
would  put  it  in  another  shape.  Suppose  Penn- 
BTlvania  bad  oeded  a  portion  of  her  soil  as  a 
we  fiMT  the  OoTcmmfflit,  then  he  would  ask.  if, 
vben  Pennsylvania  was  a  non-slaveholaing 
8tete^  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of  futh 
to  intaodnoe  slavery  into  the  midst  of  her  soil  I 
So  in  this  District  it  would  be  a  breach  of  foith 
to  abdish,  while  the  ceding  States  retuned  that 
institution.  Besides,  when  the  cession  was 
made,  there  was  an  expres^  reservation  of  the 
right  <^  property,  and  therefore  this  kind  of 
property,  being  included,  was,  as  a  matter  of 
pnblio  futh,  to  be  reserved. 

Mr.  Webstsr.  The  bmorable  member  from 
Kentucky  asks  the  Senate  to  suppose,  that  the 
seat  of  Government  had  been  fixed  in  a  free 
BtateiPenn^lvania  for  example;  and  that  Con- 
gress had  attempted  to  estaUishslaveiy  in  a  di»> 
triot  over  which,  as  here,  it  had  tboa  exelnsive 
legid^oB.  He  asks  whether,  in  that  case,  Oon- 
grass  oonld  eatablidi  davery  in  suoh  a  place  t 
Tilts  mode  of  ohanfpng  the  question  does  nc^  I 
think,  vary  tliis  argument  \  and  I  answer  at  once, 
that  however  improluible  or  improper  such  an 
act  might  be.  yet  if  the  power  were  universal, 
absolate,  and  without  restriction,  it  might  on- 
qoeetionably  be  so  exerciaed. 

And  in  the  otl>er  cases,  of  forta^  arsenals,  &o., 
if  Congress  has  exclusive  and  absolute  legisla- 
tive power,  it  most,  of  tionrse,  have  the  power, 
if  it  oonld  be  supposed  to  be  guilty  of  such  a 
lolly,  whether  proposed  to  be  exercised  in  a 
distriot  wUhin  a  free  State,  to  establish  slavery, 
or  in  a  district  in  a  alava  State,  to  aboliah  or 
regnhte  it;  yet,  if  it  be  a  district  over  which 
Congress  has,  as  it  has  in  this  District,  nnlimited 
power  of  legislation,  it  seems  to  me  that  what- 
ever would  stay  the  exercise  of  this  power,  in 
^ther  ease,  must  be  drawn  from  discretion,  mnu 
reaaona  <^  Jnstioe^  and  trae  policy,  from  those 
high  ooosideraUons  which  ought  to  iufiuence 
Congress  in  questions  of  audi  extreme  delicacy 
and  importance ;  and  to  eH  these  eon^erations 
I  am  willii^,  and  always  shall  be  willing,  I 
trust,  to  give  full  weight. 

Mr.  Calhovh  said  that  he  shoold  succeed  in 
<Mie  object  lie  had  in  view  when  he  introduced 
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these  resolutions — to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  abolition,  and  how  far 
it  was  disposed  to  take  ground  agdnst  it  They 
embraced  two  leading  propositions  that  he  hea. 
hoped  to  carry  out — that  neither  a  State,  nor 
its  dtizens,  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
peculiar  instltotiona  of  the  other  States ;  and 
that  this  Government,  as  a  otnnmon  agent  of  the 
States,  has  no  right,  in  any  of  its  act^  eitlier  in 
this  District  or  elaewher^  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  domestic  institntuHU  of  the  slave-Ldd" 
ing  and  non-slaveholding  States,  by  favoring  one, 
and  opponng  the  other,  on  any  n*oand  whatever. 

These  were  the  elevated  and  strong  grounds 
assumed  in  the  resolutions,  and  he  regretted 
that  they  should  have  been  departed  from  in 
this  resolution  as  amended.  Thus  regarded,  ha 
should  vote  for  it  with  much  reluctance.  The 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Con- 
neotiont  (Mr.  Kilks)  had  removed  many  of  the 
objections  he  bad  to  that  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  EmtacAcy,  to  which  it  would  have 
been  imposnble  for  him  to  ^ve  his  assent ;  and, 
even  as  it  stood,  he  should  vote  for  it  only  on 
the  ground  of  preserving  harmmy  and  union 
among  those  whcHU  he  believed  to  he  opposed 
to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  Cut's  subatitute,  ^nd  carriedr-* 
ayes  88,  noes  9. 


WxnsxsDi.T,  January  11. 

Mr.  Calhoun's  SetolutiM*. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Hr.  Oalhouk  on  the 
&7tii  December,  in  relation  to  domestic  alavem 
the  question  being  on  tlie  second  branch  of  or. 
Cult'b  substitute  to  the  fifth  resolution,  which 
had  been  struck  out  yesterday,  and  reinstated 
on  Mr.  BcoEAif  Av'a  motion,  as  follows : 

Jleaolved,  That  it  vonld  be  lilgfaly  Inexpedient  to 
aboli^  davery  in  Florida,  the  only  Territory  of  the 
United  States  in  which  it  now  exists,  becatwe  of  the 
serious  alarm  and  just  apprehenrions  whidi  would  be 
therebj  exdted  in  the  States  sostahung  that  domertic 
institution ;  because  the  people  of  that  Territory  have 
not  asked  it  to  t>e  done,  and,  when  admitted  as  a 
State  into  die  Union,  will  be  exdodvdy  entitled  to 
decide  that  questirai  for  themselves;  and,  also,  be- 
cause it  would  Im  hi  violatiMi  of  a  solenm  compro- 
D^se,  made  at  a  memonUe  and  criUcal  period  In  the 
hiatcn7  of  this  country,*  by  wMcb,  while  slavery  was 
prohibited  nortii,  it  was  admitted  south  of  the  line 
thirty-dx  degrees  and  ttiirty  minutes  north  latitude  ; 
and,  also,  against  the  treaty  stipulation  with  Spain  of 
aSdFebmary,  1819,  which  guarantees  the  right  of 
pr(^>raty. 

Mr.  BvoHAiTAN  observed  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  pledge  nven  by  him  last  evening,  he  felt 
himself  bound  to  bring  forward  the  second 


*  TU  Uwoori  CoiDprofnUe  Um  Mng  eoafliMd  ita 
t«insb>LoaU«ia,ooiadttotbeapidlcable  to  Florida,  and 
nfmae*  to  UwaiiiUB«dlaUt7  dropped  Ml  ol4}«otioa. 
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branch  of  Mr.  Olat'b  amendment,  which  had 
been  struck  ont  on  his  motion,  and  to  leave  it 
as  he  found  it.  He  had  therefore  done  bo,  bnt 
he  did  not  thereby  mean  to  eay  that  he  waa  in 
favor  of  every  part  of  the  resolution.  He  had 
rimply  restored  it  to  the  place  where  it  was, 
and  he  left  it  to  its  frienoB,  or  rather  to  the 
parents  of  the  bantling,  the  Senators  from 
tnckj  and  Alabama. 

Hr,  EiNO  proposed  that  so  mncih  of  &e  reso- 
lution as  made  mention  of  the  ccnnpromise  act 
■honld  be  stricken  out,  and  it  was  stricken  out. 
-  Mr.  Oalbouh  wished  to  state  why  he  oottid 
sot  vote  flor  the  resolatlon  as  amended. 

The  main  reason  asngned  in  the  resolution 
as  it  nov  stands,  why  slavery  should  not  be 
abolished  in  Florida,  waa  that  it  would  be  high- 
ly inexpedient.  He  regarded  the  reason  as 
wholly  fallacious,  and  that  it  would  be  of  not 
the  slightest  force  in  staying  the  tide  of  aboli- 
tion, we  most  l>ear  in  mind,  that  the  two 
points  towards  which  the  Abolitioalsts  are  di- 
recting their  attacks,  were  this  INstrict  and  the 
Territories.  These  they  considered  our  weak 
points:  and  they  were  sanguine  in  the  belief, 
and  that  not  without  reason,  if  they  can 
effect  their  objects  there,  the  mam  diffici^ty  io 
ibsAr  way  would  be  surmounted.  With  this 
knowledge,  oar  poHoy  ought  to  be  to  strengthen 
and  fortify  those  points  most  effectually.  Now, 
sir,  the  main  hairier  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Hr.  Ola.t)  proposes  to  throw  around 
the  Territories  in  this  amendment  is,  that  it  'is 
inexpedient  to  abolish  ^very  ia  Florida,  Will 
this  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  assaults  of  the 
foe  i  Let  us  see  how  it  will  operate.  An  abo- 
lition petition  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories 18  presented  to  an  individual  in  the  non- 
8laveh(dmng  States  for  bis  ingnatnre.  He  is 
opposed  to  the  object,  and  refluies  to  sign.  He 
is  asked  bis  objections.  He  answers  la  t^e  lan- 
guage of  this  amendment,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
H  is  highly  Inexpedient.  He  then  is  asked,  Do 
you  not  consider  slavery  a  political  evil  ?  Do 
yon  not  consider  it  inmioral  ?  Do  yon  not  con- 
fer it  sinful  ?  He  answers.  Yes,  for  such  will 
be  the  answer  of  nine  in  ten  in  the  non-dave- 
holding  States.  Now  mark  the  reply.  He  is 
next  asked.  How  can  you  justify  yoijraelf  in  re- 
ftising  to  put  down  what  yon  acknowledge  to 
he  immora],  sinfiil,  and  a  ^reat  political  evil, 
on  the  ground  that  it  Ui  mexpedient?  The 

anestion  is  overwhelming,  and  the  petition  is 
gned  and  a  convert  made.  To  stay  its  pro- 
gress, for  higher  gronnds  must '  be  taken ; 
grounds  as  high  as  those  assumed  by  these  de- 
luded madmen;  and  which  will  show  them  that, 
while  they  are  acting  in  the  name  of  morals  and 
rell^on,  they  are  violating  plighted  &ith,  and 
subverting  Uie  entire  fabric  of  our  political 
^stem;  and,  as  such,  are  guilty  of  violating 
the  most  solemn  obligations,  political,  moral, 
and  religious. 

Hr.  0.  next  objected,  that  be  disliked  the 
designation  of  the  particular  Territory  of  Flori- 
da, The  Abolitionists  ask  to  abdish  slavery  ia 


the  Territories ;  and  we  reply,  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  abolish  it  in  Florida,  assigning  for  a 
reason,  that  it  was  our  only  Territory  in  whiA 
slavery  existed.  They  make  a  general  demand, 
extending  to  all  Territories  that  now  are,  or 
may  be  hereafter,  created ;  and  we  meet  tl^ 
broad  and  sweeping  prayer  with  the  modest 
answer,  that  It  is  inen)eaient  to  abolish  it  is 
Florida.  In  givhig  this  diffident  reeponM,  are 
we  sfr^d  of  oGfenuing,  or  are  we  indCspceed  to 
commit  ourselves  as  to  Territories  hereaftv  to 
be  created  ? 

He  was  glad  that  the  portion  of  the  amend- 
ment which  referred  to  the  ^ssonri  compromise 
had  been  stru<^  out  He  was  not  a  member 
of  Congress  when  that  compromise  was  made, 
but  it  is  due  to  candor  to  state,  that  his  impres- 
sions were  in  its  favor ;  but  it  is  equally  due  to 
it  to  say,  that  with  his  present  experience,  and 
knowledge  of  the  spirit  which  then,  for  the 
first  time,  began  to  disclose  itself,  that  be  had 
entirely  changed  bis  opinion.  He  now  believed 
that  it  was  a  dangerous  measure,  and  that  it 
has  done  mudi  to  rouse  into  action  the  present 
spirit.  Had  it  then 'be«i  met  with  flnoompro- 
mis^g  opposition,  sndi  as  a  then  disttngoished 
and  sagacious  member  from  Virginia,  (Kr. 
Baitdolph,)  now  n^i  more,  opposed  to  it,  aht^ 
tion  mi^t  have  been  crushed  forever  in  its 
birth.  He  then  thought  of  "Mr.  BAinwipn,  as, 
ho  doabts  not,  many  think  of  h!m  now,  who 
have  not  fully  looked  into  this  subject,  that  he 
was  too  unyielding,  too  uncompromising,  too 
impracticable;  but  he  had  been  taught  his 
error,  and  took  pleasure  in  acknowledging  it 

With  these  views  (said  Hr.  C.)  he  comd  not 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  it  stood,  and  they 
were  greatly  strengthened,  when  he  contrasted 
it  wlui  his 'fifth  resohimn,  which  has  been 
struck  ont  to  insert  this.  That  resolntion  de- 
dares  that  any  attranpt,  by  any  State  or  Stales, 
or  their  citizens,  or  any  act  or  measure  of  God- 
gress,  to  abolish  slavet7  in  this  District,  or  the 
Territories,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  immoral, 
or  sinftil,  or  otherwise  obnoxious,  was  a  dan- 
gerous attack  on  the  domestic  institntions  of 
all  the  States.  Now  (said  Hr.  O.)  what  have 
we  done  1  what  have  Southern  Senators  doneT 
Struck  down  the  strong'  barriers  which  i^ced 
this  District  and  the  Territories  under  the  same 
high  ooDstitutional  protection  with  the  States 
themselves  and  wnich  made  an  assault  on 
them  an  a^ault  on  all  the  slave-holding  Statet^ 
and  have  erected  in  thdr  place  -  the  most  feeUe 
of  all  barriers,  that  of  mere  inexpedieney. 
Why  was  this  done  ?  Was  Ife  because  the  reso- 
lution struck  ont  asserted  any  thing  fidse  in 
fact  or  principle?  No  one  pr^iended  to 
say  so.  No :  it  is  time  to  speaK  ont ;  to  t^ 
the  truth ;  it  was  because  there  was  more  dread 
of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  Abolitiotusts 
than  the  people  of  the  slave^f^ding  States, 
They  are  more  intent  on  our  destructiffli  than 
we  for  our  own  safety.  They  mark  and  punidi, 
by  withholding  their  votes,  wid  throwing  them 
in  the  opp<MRte  soale^  all  who  dare  oppose 
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them ;  while  a  feding  of  iodifferoioe  and  inat- 
tentioD  prevails  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
the  Blave-holding  States. 

Thus  regarding  the  resolntioa  as  it  stands,  he 
was  placed  in  a  position  vhidi  be  did  not  often 
ocenpy.  He  could  not  vote  fi>T  it,  for  tiie 
acms  he  has  stated ;  and  he  wonld  not  vote 
against  it,  for  reasons  which  mast  be  utparent 
to  aH ;  and  he  was  of  course  constrained  not  to 
vote  at  all. 

Hr.  Clat,  of  Eentncky,  said  he  waa  very 
sorry  that  the  Senator  from  Soath  Oarolina 
ooold  not  reconcUe  his  judgment  to  Tote  for 
the  resolution  now  under  ooodderation.  He 
thonght  the  declaration  in  the  reeolation,  that 
abolition  was  inexpedient,  was  not  strong 
eooogh,  and  that  higher  groonds  ought  to  be 
assnmed.  But  what  higher  grounds?  Waa 
any  one  prepared  to  say  that  the  naked  power 
of  abolition  did  not  exist  t  Ur.  0.  Bp>oKe  of 
the  naked  power,  and  not  of  its  exercise,  bat 
file  abstract  question  of  the  existenoe  of  the 
power.  Now,  tbongh  it  did  not  exist  in  rela- 
tion to  the  States,  on  the  mere  question  of  ab- 
stract power,  Kr.  0.  tliougbt  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  wonld  not  declare  that  it  wonld 
be  unconstitational  for  Oongress  to  aboUsh  sla- 
very in  the  District  or  Territories.  The  power, 
like  many  others,  was  not  to  he  exercised,  on 
hi^  conaideratioDB,  amounting  in  the  District 
to  the  plighted  £uth  of  the  Government  during 
existence  of  a  state  of  things  which  put  a 
restriction  on  the  exercise  of  the  power ;  but 
when  that  state  of  things  ahonld  no  longer  ex- 
ist, the  power  mi^t  be  exercised.  So  as  to 
-Honda:  the  power  edited,  but,  for  high  con- 
rideratirau,  was  not  to  be  exercised. 

The  Senator  oltJeots  because  Florida  alone  is 
embraced  by  the  reeolntton.  We  have  stricken 
out  the  InaiauB,  regarding  them  as  perfectly 
sttfe.  And  what  other  Territory  but  Florida  is 
there  in  whieh  slavery  exists  t  X  framed  the 
reeolntion  as  it  ia,  because  there  is  no  other 
such  Territory.  There  are  many  who  send 
petidonit  here  that  appear  to  be  ignorant  of  tliis 
act,  that  there  is  but  one  such  Territory.  I 
wanted  them  to  know  that  there  is  but  one. 

Then  the  Senator  thinks  the  tone  of  the  reso- 
lution is  not  strong  enough.  Perhaps  he  would 
say  that,  as  davery  is  represented  as  a  moral 
evil,  as  sinful,  we  ouf^t  to  take  the  opposite 
around,  and  maintain  that  slavery  is  not  sinfal, 
bat  in  conformity  vith  religion ;  and  he  thus 
m^tidn  the  one  side,  and  they  the  other. 
And  then,  he  says,  the  Abolltionista  will  present 
a  number  of  questions,  which  he  eonmerated. 
Sir,  suppose  you  should  declare  slavery  accords 
with  the  Declaratinn  of  Independence,  and  that 
it  is  consistent  with  every  high  and  holy  princi- 
ple, wonld  it  make  any  converts  ?  I  want 
to  do  nothing  to  a^avato  this  ^irit  at  the 
Korth,  and  to  increase  the  AbolitjonistB.  X 
want  to  prevent  the  remdue  of  the  Kocth  from 
going  over  to  join  them.  There  lies  our  dan- 
ger, and  there,  also,  are  we  to  look  for  safety. 
The  Senator's  resolutions  are  all  sound ;  but 


there  will  nothing  be  guned  by  them  of  safely 
to  the  cause,  or  of  permanency  to  the  Union. 

The  Senator  epMks  of  the  omnpromise  on 
the  Hissonri  qnestion,  and  ref^  to  the  course 
of  a  distinguished  member  frton  Yir^nla,  who 
waa  present  on  that  memorable  oceaanon.  There 
were  two  ctmiprondaes :  the  first  was  tbat 
when  the  bill  passed,  anthorizing  the  State  to 
form  a  separate  Government  for  itself,  for  ad- 
misdon  into  the  TJuton.  It  was  then  that  80* 
SCf  was  fixed  as  the  line  of  separation.  But 
after  the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  introdnoed  a  clause  into  her  constitution, 
by  which  free  persons  of  color  were  not  to  re- 
loaln  within  Missouri.  There  was  the  great 
point  of  difficulty  which  shook  the  Union  with 
more  alarm  than  any  thing  I  have  seen,  from 
that  day  to  this.  It  was  t£at  compromise  for 
which,  I  understood  the  Senator,  he  would  not 
now  have  Toted. 
[Hr.  Oalbodh  was  understood  to  assmt] 
No  one  (said  Jii.  Cut)  was  anxious  to  have 
slavery  exist  north  of  that  line,  except  in  Mis- 
souri. With  tiie  second  question  came  the 
great  struggle ;  and  I  diould  not  refer  to  the 
part  taken  by  Mr.  Rabdolph,  whose  death  I 
sincerely  deplored,  if  it  had  not'  been  referred 
to  by  the  Senator.  But  I  feel  compelled  to  say 
that  at  the  second  compromise,  in  which  noth- 
ing was  sacrificed  by  the  slave-holding  States, 
and  in  which  a  mere  matter  of  form  was  con- 
ceded to  the  free  States,  which  admitted  them 
a  ground  to  stand  on  at  home,  the  course  of  that 
distingniabed  member  from  Virginia  came  near- 
er hazatding  the  Union  than  auy  oUier  eveut  in 
our  histoiT.  He  was  opposed  ^  all  compro- 
mises ;  and  I  recollect  that  when  the  seooud 
compromise  was  under  disoosdon,  I  was  in  the 
ohur,  and  another  member  from  Yii^inia  Mut- 
ed under  the  influence  of  the  fumes  of  the 
lamps.  He  was  taken  to  a  hack  se^  and  I 
went  to  see  how  he  was;  but  observing  that 
his  case  was  not  dangerous,  and  that  he  wonld 
soon  recover,  on  my  return  to  the  Speaker's 
chair  I  met  the  genUeman  from  Virginia,  who, 
not  having  spoken  with  me  before,  uid,  "How 
do  you  do,  sir ;  I  wish  you  wonld  go  with  me 
to  Kentucky."  I  understood  him,  and  that 
he  proposed  in  this  manner  a  separation  of  the 
Southern  delegation,  retiring  from  Oongress, 
snd  leaving  the  North  in  poswsslwi  of  the  Gov> 
emment.  I  replied,  "  Not  now ;  but  I  will  see 
yon  to-morrow  morning."  £s  the  morning  I  . 
q>ent  an  hour  with  him,  in  which  he  urged  me 
to  make  no  compromise,  even  provided  genUe- 
men  would  ^^t  us  every  thing  we  wanted,  in 
return  for  giving  the  North  ground  to  stand  on. 
We  parted;  promising  to  be  friends  in  fature ; 
and  to  the  end  of  the  session  he  never  epoite  to 
me  agfun.  The  two  words  [dough  (doe)  fiMses] 
with  which  that  gentieman  rated  and  taunted 
our  NortJiem  friends,  did  more  injury  than  an;« 
two  words  I  have  ever  known.  Sir,  I  h<^  no 
similar  course  will  be  pursued  by  any  one  at 
the  present  day,  in  reject  to  any  jportion  of 
the  del^ati<ai  of  the  country.  Ani^  sir,  I  tell 
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the  Senator,  that  I  think  if  he  woald  deal  more 
oahnlj  with  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  say  to 
tirnn  that  the  South  are  animated  to  a  man  on 
this  Bobject,  and  would  vindicate  their  rights ; 
if  he  would  turn  to  tbo  quarter  where  ihe  blaze 
Is,  and  endeavor  to  extrngQish  the  flame  and 
not  to  aggrsvate  it ;  if  he  would  unite  with  ns, 
to  briog  the  whole  country  together  as  in  one 
band  of  breUiren  in  the  same  public  vessel,  I 
ttiink  the  result  would  be  more  nappy. 

"Mr.  Oaxboun  moved  to  amend  Hr.  Ola.t's 
Bubstitnte  br  inserting  the  words  "  dangerous  at- 
tack upon  the  States  in  which  ilavery  exists." 

Hr.  BvoHAiTAH  thought  the  debate  bad  now 
become  exceedingly  diuL  It  had  almost  worn 
itself  out,  and  was  now  dragg^g  its  dull  length 
along.  He  would  not,  however,  suffer  it  to 
dose  without  making  a  few  observations,  in 
oonsequenoe  of  what  had  repeatedly  &Uen  from 
the  Senator  firom  South  Oandlna,  (Ur.  Oixr 

BOOIT,) 

It  had  been  often  said.  In  the  course  of  this 
debate,  that  these  resolunons  were  intended  as 
a  platform  on  which  we  of  the  North,  who 
were  disposed  to  sustain  the  oonstitoUonal 
rights  of  the  South,  might  stand,  and  defend 
ourselves  against  the  attacks  of  the  Abolition- 
ists. Now,  for  bis  part,  he  disclaimed  the  idea 
of  having  any  such  platform  erected  for  him. 
We  can  snstun  onrselves  better  without  it. 
"The  blood  of -Douglas  can  protect  itself." 
All  we  desire  i^on  tliis  question  is,  "hands 
off."  We  know  beat  bow  to  H^t  our  own 
battles. 

These  resolutions  bad  emanated  from  the 
South ;  and  h^  most  fervently  hupei  that  th^ 
might  do  some  good  in:  tranquiUidng  and  sooth- 
ing the  feelings  the  people  there,  and  in  con- 
vincing them  that  they  bad  numerous  friends 
in  tbelTorth,  who  would  stand  by  them  in  any 
emergcDcy.  He  protested^  however,  agunst 
the  idea  tiiat  they  were  {waied  for  the  benefit 
of  the  North. 

Some  commiseration  (said  Mr.  B.)  has  been 
expressed  for  our  utnation.  It  has  been  said 
that  our  intentions  were  very  good,  and  that 
we  would  be  willing  to  go  further,  if  we  dared 
to  do  so.  Now,  he  protested  against  any  such 
inference.  He  had  always  gone  as  far  as  his 
sense  of  right  and  Jnstioe  dictated,  and  if  there 
had  not  been  an  Abolitionist  in  existence,  he 
would  have  gone  no  farther.  We  wanted  no 
platform  on  which  to  stand,  save  the  oonstitu- 
tdon  of  onr  country.  What  fanatic  had  there 
ever  been  in  the  North  so  mad  as  to  assert  that 
we  had  any  right  to  attack  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists !  That  principle  had  been  set- 
tled by  the  first  Congress,  and  that  principle,  so 
long  as  he  held  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  should 
maintain  to  the  death.  These  have  been  the 
motives  of  my  conduct  throughout  upon  these 
resolutions.  They  are  a  Southern,  and  not  a 
Northern,  measure ;  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  South,  rather  than  the  North.  Intbeportlon 
of  the  Union  from  which  he  came,  ve  depre- 
cate agitation  and  exoiUnnent  tarn,  tbls 


We  adopted  (me  resolution  yeeterday  in  re- 
gard to  Blavtty  in  the  District  of  GolumUa, 
which  may  have  a  good  effect  in  the  Kocth. 
Opinions  whidi  are  united  there  agidoist  nj 
interference  with  riavery  in  the  States,  are  not 
so  unanimooB  in  regard  to  this  IMstriot  iW 
resolution  places  tbe  subject  on  its  true  priod- 
ples,  and  will  strike  the  cfmmum  sense  of  sH 
unpartial  men  as  just  and  expedimt.  It  asserts 
the  proportion  Uiat  when  Gongreaa  accepted 
the  cession,  there  was  an  implied  Auth  i^eaged 
to  the  ceding  States  that  we  should  not  oonvert 
that  act  of  their  kindness  into  an  instrument 
of  their  destraction;  and  that  whilst  slavery 
existed  in  them,  it  should  not  be  abolhdied 
within  these  ten  miles  square  in  the  midst  of 
their  territories.  The  avowal  of  this  distinct 
l>rinciple  by  the  Senate,  for  wUeh  he  had  al- 
ways contoaded,  might  be  prodnctive  of  bene- 
fidal  <^bctB  in  the  Northern  States. 

The  sMond  pari  of  the  reeotatton  <rf  tbe  Beo- 
ator  from  Kentucl7  had  been  offered  by  him 
(Ur.  B.)  as  a  distinct  proposition  this  morning. 
He  bad  pledged  himself  yesterday  to  l>ring  it 
forward  in  this  shape,  provided  tbe  Senate 
would  then  strike  it  out  of  the  amendment,  and 
take  a  separate  vote  on  the  remaining  portioa 
of  it,  which  related  exdnavdy  to  tlte  Distriet 
of  Oolumbia,  This  had  been  done ;  and  thi» 
the  resolution  had,  strangely  enou^  become 
the  child  of  his  adoption,  though  not  of  his 
affections.  After  it  had  been  amended  by  strik- 
ing from  it  the  In^an  territory,  and  modtfed 
and  remocUfled  in  such  a  manner  «b  to  Mdt  the 
views  of  the  partnership  eonoem  between  the 
Senators  fnm.  New  Hampshire  and  Keirtaeky, 
(Messrs.  Hubbabd  and  Cut,)  he  (Mr.  B.)  would 
have  cheeif  ally  given  it  his  support;  He  wa% 
therefore,  much  astonished  and  diaappmnted 
when  these  two  Senators,  apparently  without 
tbe  slightest  regard  for  their  own  o&pna§, 
consented  to  abandon  it  without  »  strug^ 
He  greatly  preferred  it  to  the  substitnte  t^ared 
by  the  Senator  from  Misdsfflppi,  (Mr.  Wateib^ 
which  tbey  had  accepted,  and  whicb  waa  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  troth  was,  that  the 
resolution  which  he  had  offered  this  morain^ 
to  redeem  his  promise,  had  undergone  ao  many 
mo^flcations,  and  mystifications  to  make  it  ens- 
form  to  the  views  of  everybody  who  deAed 
any  change,  that  no  matt  who  was  aoqndnted 
with  its  ori^al  features  could  imafpne  bow  it 
had  been  trand'm'med  into  the  resolation  now 
before  the  Senate.  But  so  it  was.  We  ooe* 
had  a  Senator  fh>m  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
Hnx,)  who  was  made  of  sterner  staff  than  to 
have  yielded  up  his  resolution  to  the  so^dtationB 
of  gentlemen,  as  tbe  present  Senator  from  that 
State  had  done.  Ana  here,  aa  he  had  alluded 
to  that  Senator  without  having  previoudir  in- 
tended it,  he  would  take  oocadon  to  say  of  him. 
that  he  was  a  man  of  stroog  and  determined 
character,  and  was  a  good  lover  as  wdl  as  a 
good  hater.  Mr.  B.  bad  never  met  <hi  that 
floor  a  Senator  who  possessed  mam  eztMisiv* 
and  minute  p<ditioaI  infeimation  in  rogard  to 
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oor  domestio  affairs,  and  however  mpch  he 
may  have  been  traduced,  there  was  no  man  in 
Senate,  at  the  present  day,  who  loved  his 
ooimtry  better.  He  well  recollected  the  time 
when  Uiat  Senator  had  formed  a  coalition  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  they  had  foaght 
Ibe  battle  together  without  yielding  a  single  inch . 
It  ia  true  that  bat  a  small  force  was  rallied  under 
their  nnited  banner.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  almost 
their  only  follower;  bot  they  never  thought 
<^  sorrendering.  He  could  have  wished  that 
the  new  coalition  between  the  present  Senator 
from  New  Hampehire  and  Senator  fi-om 
^ntnoky,  had  been  animated  by  the  aame 
nirlt  At  the  instanoe  of  many  gentlemen, 
the  resolution  bad  been  changed,  rechaaged, 
and  modified,  until  he  had  become  tired  of  the 
proeesB.  He  had  determined  for  himself  to  quit 
setting  to  every  new  partner  tiiat  might  offer. 
He  would  now  ocmsent  to  take  the  last  edition 
of  the  resolution,  as  it  had  come  from  the 
hands  of  the  Senator  from  Uissiauppi,  (Ur. 
Walkbr,)  but  he  would  Bot^  for  on^  agree  to 
any  otiier  changes, 

Hr.  Oaesoon  said,  that  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  were  of  a  character 
Uiat  he  could  not  permit  then  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  understood  the  Senator  to  say  that  he  (Mr. 
BnoHUTAsr)  had  been  actuated  solely  by  the  de- 
to  aoothe  and  tranquillize  the  feuings  of  the 
Sonth,  or,  in  other  words,  in  pity  of  her  weak- 
ness KoA  fears.  [Ur.  B.  shook  his  head.]  Mr. 
0.  said  he  would  be  glad  to  onderstand  what 
the  Senator  did  mean. 

Was  he  to  understand  the  Senator  that  all  he 
■ud  about  soothing  and  tranquillizing  the  feel- 
ings of  the  South,  originated  in  a  belief  that 
these  resolutions  were  intended  for  that  purpose 
by  the  mover  ?  If  bo,  he  would  tell  him  that 
he  was  grossly  mistaken.  She  needed  not  this, 
nor  any  other  measure,  to  tranquillize  her. 
She  was  oalm  and  collected,  and  instead  of 
b«Dg  agitated,  was  too  indifferent  She  had 
BO  mn  for  heraelt  She  was  full  (tf  renmroes, 
ind  wmild,  be  trusted,  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
flrtd^^  whenerer  forced  on  ner  by  the  iq]nBtice^ 
«  iiualts,  of  the  other  portion  of  the  Uxdou. 
No:  these  resolutions  originated  in  far  different 
motives — from  a  sincere  desire  to  prevent  if 
possible,  the  shook  to  whioh  the  present  current 
of  eTCDts  was  rapidly  leading,  and  which,  if 
not  prevented,  woold  bring  to  the  ground  the 
institutions  of  the  country.  He  was  anxious, 
before  it  was  too  late,  to  present  some  common 
otmstitotional  ground  on  which  the  reflecting, 
and  patriotic,  of  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
Btlt^t  raUy,  to  arrest  the  approaobiDg  catas- 
ti^e,  and  avert  what  the  North  was  at  least 
as  much  interested  to  do  as  the  South.  A  plat- 
Ann  tor  that  purpose  (if  the  Senator  preferred 
the  word)  was  indispensable,  if  it  be  thou^t 
worth  while  to  oppose  tiie  coming  disasters. 

Bot  the  Senator  exclaimed,  speaking  in  rela- 
**on  to  the  two  sections  of  the  country,  hands 
off  I  The  North  says,  hands  o£^  to  the  South  I 
The  Seaatw,  in  the  name  of  bis  ooostitoeats, 
You  Xm— 39 


says,  hands  off  to  me,  in  the  name  of  minc^ 
when  he  knows  that  a  large  portion  of  them 
are  daily  and  hourly,  in  violation  of  tihe  consti- 
tution, and  the  most  solemnly  plighted  faith, 
aiming  a  most  deadly  blow,  not  simply  at  aot 
pence  and  procmerity,  bat  at  onr  very  existence 
as  a  people  I  when  did  the  South  ever  plaoe 
her  hand  on  the  North  ?  When  did  she  ever 
interfere  with  her  peculiar  institutions !  When 
did  she  ever  aim  a  blow  at  her  peace  and  secu- 
rity! When  did  she  ever  demand  more  ihm.\ 
naked,  sheer  justice  of  the  tTnion!  Never  I 
never  I  And  can  we  reverse  these  question^ 
and  have  the  same  response  fW}m  the  Ntnihl 
With  what  propriety  or  Justice,  then,  can  the 
Senator  prodidm,  hands  off  to  ns— (he  aggres- 
sor to  the  aggressedl 

Mr.  BtTCHAPAH  was  very  sorry  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  misunderstood 
his  remarks.  He  trusted  and  believed  that  his 
course  npon  this  subject,  had  been  such  as  to 
place  him  above  all  suspicion.  He  could  not 
believe  that  any  other  Senator  had  fallen  into 
the  same  mistake.  The  ardor  of  the  gentle- 
man^s  feelings  upon  this  subject  must  have 
blinded  his  judgment. 

The  oonuniseration  which  I  said  had  been 
expressed  by  himself  and  others  for  our  condi- 
tion in  the  North,  he  understood  directly  the 
reverse  of  what  mj  words  imported,  and  had 
construed  them  into  an  exprestion  of  pi^  and 
commiseration,  on  my  part,  for  the  oonditioi 
of  the  people  of  the  South.  Snch  an  idea  as 
that  of  applying  the  term  pity  to  that  gallant 
people,  had  never  entered  my  mind.  They  are 
far  above  it  I  know  them  too  well,  and  respect 
them  too  higlily,  to  have  ever  thooght  of  ^>ply- 
Ingto  than  any  such  term. 

He  did  not  blame  the  Senator  fh>m  South 
Carolina  for  having  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions. Cert^nly  not  Had  he  not  voted  for 
them,  one  and  ul,  except  that  which  related  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  instead  of  that 
one,  he  bad  voted  fbr  another  <hi  the  same  sub- 
ject, which  he  solenmly  believed  would  be  pitH 
duotive  of  greater  good?  Now  what  he  nad 
disclaimed,  and  what  he  meant  to  disclaim,  was 
that  these  resolutions  were  intended  for  the 
1>enefit  of  the  friends  of  the  Union  in  the 
North.  They  had  not  been  brought  forward 
by  the  North,  but  by  the  South :  and  hence  it 
was  fair  to  infer  that  their  purree  was  to  satis- 
fy and  tranquillize  public  opinion  in  that  por- 
tion of  the  Union.  He  had  voted  for  them 
with  pleasure,  under  this  belief:  and  he  trusted 
that  our  friends  in  the  South  woold  now  be 
convinced  that  we  were  ready  to  stend  by 
them  in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  alt 
th^  constitutional  rights  ova>  thnr  staves. 

These  resolationa  could  not  aid  him  at  home. 
There  the  battie  had  been  already  fongbt,  and 
what  part  he  had  taken  in  it  two  years  ago, 
was  well  known  to  every  man  in  the  country 
who  had  thought  his  humble  career  worthy  of 
any  observation.  He  was  fhlly  oonviDoed  that 
the  protracted  dlaouadon  of  the  abolition  qnea- 
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tioa  here  at  thia  time  could  do  the  fnends  of 
the  Uoion  In  the  Korth  little,  if  any  good ;  he 
wished  he  were  oonviiiced  that  it  voold  do 
tiiem  no  barm.   This  was  the  great  centre  of 

agitation.  'When  it  was  commenced  here,  its 
baneful  inflaence  must  spread  over  the  whole 
tTnion.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  belief,  he 
had  for  two  yeara,  when  abolition  memorials 
were  presented,  umforroly  voted  in  favor  of 
each  a  disposition  of  them  as  wonld  prevent 
nseless  and  dangeroos  discus^on  upon  this 
theatre. 

Ur.  Oalhoun  said,  tlmt  in  compliance  with 
the  DF^nt  wishes  of  hia  friends,  rather  than 
with  his  own  judgment,  he  would  consent  to 
vote  for  the  resolution  as  amended.  It  had 
undergone  important  modifications,  making  it 
out  stronger  tliau  at  first,  bat  yet  it  was  stitl 
very  feeble,  and  not  at  all  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

On  taking  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  reso- 
lution as  nwdified,  namely : 

Rmlved,  That  any  ittmpts  of  Coii|;resB  to  abolish 
fllavery  in  any  Territory  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  it  ezista,  would  create  serious  alarm  and  just 
apprehension  in  the  States  sustaining  that  dom^c 
Institution ;  would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  tow- 
ards the  hihabitants  of  any  such  Territory  who 
have  been  permitted  to  settle  with,  and  hold  slaves 
therein ;  becanse  the  people  of  any  such  Territory 
have  not  asked  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  ttArein ; 
and  because,  when  any  such  Territory  shall  be  ad- 
nutted  hito  tiie  Union  as  a  State,  the  people  thereof 
will  be  entitled  to  dedde  that  querent  exclusively 
fiir  Aemselrea: 

It  vas  determined  in  the  affirmative — 

Tria. — Messrs.  Allen,  Bawd,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  day 
of  Kentucky,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Habbard,  ^g,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Merrick,  Nicholas, 
Nilea,  Norvell,  Pierce,  Preston,  Rivea,  Rmn,  Rolnn- 
■on,  Savier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Btrange,  Tipton, 
Wdker,  White,  Williams,  Wririit,  and  Toniw— 95. 

NATB.-~KeflBiB.  CBaytOD,  Da^  Knie^  HeKean, 
Prentiss,  RobWns,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  and 
WebMer— ». 


Thubsdat,  January  12. 
Mr.  CaHumn^t  EetoluiioM, 

The  Senate  resnmed  the  conrideraticm  <tf  tiie 

resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Oalhoun  on  the 
27th  of  December,  in  relation  to  Domestic 
Slavery,  the  sixth  resolntion  being  under  con- 
uderatiOD. 

Mr.  Oalhoxtn  said  that  frequent  attacks  had 
been  made  on  the  resolution  under  considera- 
tion, in  advance,  which  he  did  not  think  were 
altogether  fur.  The  Senate  had  determined  to 
consider  each  resolution  by  itseIC  We  had 
now  arrived  at  the  sixth,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  in  the  whole  series.  He  had  review- 
ed it  with  care,  and  believed  it  was  critically 
tme  and  correct  in  all  its  parta';  and  now  stood 
prepared  to  meet  and  repel,  he  trusted  sacceaa- 
nilly,  all  attacks  that  n^ht  be  made  on  it. 


[S5TH  Ctao. 

Its  first  and  fandamental  position  ia,  tint 
the  Union  rests  on  an  eqnaH^  among  the  sever- 
al  States  that  compose  it.  To  support  so  ob* 
rions  a  tmth,  he  md  not  deem  it  necessary  to 
cite  various  parts  of  the  constitntion,  which 
expressly  recognize  it ;  nor  to  refer  to  the  joor- 
nals  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  caass&r 
tution,  nor  the  debates  of  the  conventions  of  the 
States  by  which  it  was  adopted ;  all  of  wbid 
would  prove  that  it  was  constantly  acted  on  as 
the  principle  on  which  the  Union  rested,  and 
that,  as  snch,  it  was  watched  throii|^unit  widi 
the  greatest  care  and  jealonsy. 

The  next  position  assomed  was,  that  what- 
ever dcstroyckd  this  equality,  tended  to  destroy 
the  Union  itself.  One  so  manifestly  and  irre- 
sistibly true,  if  the  first  be  conceded,  as  not  to 
admit  (Hf  dironte. 

The  next  declares  that  it  is  i^e  solemn  duty 
of  all,  but  espedall^  of  this  body,  which  T«i^Te- 
sented  the  States  m  their  corporate  cspaei^, 
to  resist  all  attempts  to  discriminafe  betwen 
the  States,  in  the  aedon  of  this  Government,  so 
as  to  give  one  an  advantage  over  anothtf, 
which  is  no  less  clear. 

The  next  asserts,  that  to  refose  to  eit^  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States  any  advantage 
fdrly  due  them,  and  which  might  tend  to 
strengthen  tbem^  or  render  them  more  secure, 
by  extending  their  limits  and  population  by  the 
annexation  of  additional  territories  tut  new 
States,  on  the  ground  that  their  domestie  initi- 
totiona  were  sTnfhl,  immonU,  or  otherwise  ob- 
uoxloaa,  wonld  be  contrary  to  that  eqnsfity 
intended  to  be  secured  by  the  oonstitati«i 
alike  to  all  the  members  of  the  Uniw.  h 
claims  nothhig  for  the  Southern  and  Wcemb 
States  on  aoconnt  of  their  domestto  institstaomi 
It  simply  asserts,  that  to  withhold  advantages 
on  their  account,  to  which  they  would  other- 
wise be  fairly  entitled,  would  be  contrary  to 
the  equality  to  which,  aa  members  of  the  Uidon, 
they  are  entitled.  It  does  not  affirm  that  new 
territoTT  or  States  (Texas  in  a  word)  ahooW  be 
annexed.  That  is  feft  an  open  question,  to  be 
decided  whenever  it  may  be  presented,  on  its 
general  merits,  in  rdferenoe  to  the  i^<^  as 
well  as  the  adjacent  seoti<Hi,  and  not  on  the 
grOtmd  of  th*  peculiar  oharaotw  of  the  domes* 
tic  institutiions  of  the  States  of  that  aectioD,  on 
whioh  the  Vermont  resolutions  and  the  hun- 
dreds of  petitions  which  have  been  preseBte^ 
place  it 

Thus  regarded,  he  would  ask  if  there  was  mr 
one  who  would  venture  to  controrert  tfab  pi>> 

ntion? 

It  is  next  and  finally  asserted  in  tiie  resolntign, 
that  to  withhold  from  the  Southern  and  West- 
em  States  the  equality  of  advantages  to  wbidi 
they  are  entitled,  wonld  be,  in  effect,  to  dis- 
francliise  them,  and  to  snbject  them  to  all  the 
burdens  of  tlie  Government,  without  its  advan- 
tages— a  proposition  too  clear  to  admit  of  argu- 
ment or  illuBtration.  He  had  now  stated  elMV 
!y  and  distinetity  evwy  position  taken  in  the 
resolution,  and  he  caUed  on  the  Senator  from 
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EeDtDckj,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and  others  who  had  at- 
tacked it  in  advaDce,  to  brine  forward  their 
objections  now,  when  the  resolution  is  before 
ua,  and  when  thoir  assaults  can  be  fairlj  met. 
All  he  asked  was,  that  their  objections  shonld 
be  specific — no  goacralities ;  no  abstractions. 

Mr.  Pbeston  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
tbe  table,  on  the  ground  that  this  branch  of  the 
subject  would  be  more  appropriately  discussed 
iu  connection  with  the  resolntions  introduced 
"by  him  for  the  onnexatioa  of  Texas,  and  be- 
causo  it  would  be  more  advantageoas  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Soath  to  take  ute  question  in- 
volved on  the  Texas  r^lntions. 

Mr.  CALnouN  woald  assure  his  colleague  tii^ 
be  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  his  resolution  in  reference  to  Texas  ;*  nor 
did  he  think  there  could,  by  possibility,  be  any 
int^irference.  They  related  to  different  objects. 
His  was  introduced,  as  antagonist  to  the  Ver- 
mont resolutions,  and  the  various  petitions 
against  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  Sonth. 
Among  other  objections,  they  took  position 
against  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union, 
on  tlie  ground  that  our  pocaliar  institutions 
were  sinful  and  immoral.  In  drawing  up  these 
resolutions,  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  cover 
the  whole  ground  assumed  agunat  as,  and  conld 
not  br  possibility  omit  so  prominent  a  one  as 
the  oqjeotion  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  with- 
ont  a  manifest  sarrender  of  one  of  our  most  im- 
portant points  to  the  Abolitionists. 

The  reEolntion  of  his  colleague  was,  on  the 
contrary,  a  direct  qnestion  of  annexation,  whic^ 
opened  ue  whole  gronnd,  in  the  broadest  view 
of  policy  and  the  constitution.  The  only  effect 
of  the  adoption  of  his  resolution  would  be  to 
raise  one  of  these  questions,  and  that  not  the 
least  embarrassing,  and  as  such  could  have  no 
possible  injnrions  effect  on  the  resolution  offer- 
ed by  his  colleague.  But  he  understood  his 
colleague  to  say,  mat  a  decnsion  on  his  Qlr.  C's) 
resolatioa  could  be  had  nnder  bis,  which  was 
broader,  and  that  it  would  be  more  easy  to  get 
a  fovorable  decision  on  the  whole  question  than 
on  the  Isolated  point  which  his  presented. 

Mr.  C.  add  he  could  not  bat  believe  that  his 
colleague  was  mistaken.  Even  an  affinnatiTe 
decision  would  not  cover  the  broad  and  general 
principle  of  equality,  and  would  discriminate 
between  the  institations  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  which  his  resolution  asserted,  and  which 
be  believed  to  be  all-important  to  the  slave- 
bolding  States  to  be  recognized.  Nothing  more 
could  be  inferred  from  such  a  decision  than 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  it 
was  expedient  to  annex  Texas,  without  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  any  one  principle  on  which 
it  might  be  admitted.  Eut  he  could  not  think, 
with  his  colleague,  that  i(  would  be  more  easy 
to  annex  Texas  than  to  pass  the  resolution 
nnder  consideration.  It  presented  but  a  tangle 
jtoint,  and  that  so  nnquwtionable  as  to  com- 


*  Ifr.  CiUuniili  TCMlatlMU  mra  Introdacvd  od  tbo  tTth 
DMtmlMr,  aad  Hr,  PrMtos'i  od  th«  Junuj,  «&  a  pre- 
Tious  notice,  glna  milf  In  lim  tomloa. 


mand  the  assent  of  all  who  did  not  deny  so 
fnndamental  a  principle  of  our  Union  as  the 
political  equality  of  the  members  who  composed 
it;  while  his  colleague's  presented,  and  would 
have  t6  encounter,  all  the  possible  objections 
wliich  could  be  urged  ag^nst  the  annexation, 
constitutionally ;  and  all  objections  as  to  time, 
as  to  mode,  as  to  its  effects  on  our  relations  with 
Mexico,  as  to  its  disturbing  the  equilibrium  of 
the  Umon,  as  to  the  hazard  of  extending  its  pres- 
ent llinlts,  as  to  its  constitutionality,  and  many 
others besideathe  onepresentedin  his  resolutions, 
resolutions. 

His  colleague  had  objected  to  acting  on  tbia 
resolatioD,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  bring 
up  the  whole  Texan  question.  He  must  think 
that  he  was  mistaken  in  his  suppositions.  The 
debate  heretofore  has  been  strictly  confined  to 
the  questions  involved  in  the  resolutions,  and 
be  saw  no  reason  to  believe  that  there  would 
be  a  departure  on  the  present  occasion.  Its 
decision  involved  none  of  the  regular  and  fair 
objections  that  might  be  urged  agunst  its  ad- 
mission. To  involve  them  in  the  discussion, 
would  be  unfair,  and  would  be  a  tacit  confes- 
sion, on  the  part  of  those  who  'should  force 
such  topics  into  tbe  discossion,  that  his  resolu- 
tion was  true,  and  oonld  not  be  fiurly  met  He 
could  not  bdieve  the  able  members,  who  he 
expected  would  be  qipoaed  to  the  resolution, 
would  take  a  course  so  onworthy  of  them.  If 
they  belieTO  the  resolution  to  be  true,  he  ex- 
pected them  to  say  so,  and  to  vote  for  It ;  but 
if  not,  to  say  so,  and  to  assign  their  reasons 
boldly  and  direouy,  and  not  to  kill  it  by  argu- 
ments foreign  to  tiie  question. 

In  conclusion,  he  expressed  his  regret  that 
his  colleague  should  thmk  proper  to  make  the 
motion  he  did,  and  would  assure  him  that, 
whatever  might  be  their  difference  of  opinion 
on  the  great  political  questions  of  the  day,  he 
would,  on  all  occasion's,  abstidn  from  making 
any  motion  to  embarrass  any  measure  which 
he  might  think  proper  to  introduce. 

After  some fbrtber remarks flmnMr.FBBsnn^ 
the  question  was  taken  on  bia  motion  to  ligr 
the  resolution  on  tiie  table,  and  it  was  adopted — 

Tu&— Messrs.  Allen,  Bayard,  Benton,  Black, 
Brown,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  aaytoo,  Crittenden, 
Cathbert,  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kmg,  Enigfat, 
Lyon,  McKean,  Merrick,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Nor- 
vell,  Pierce,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Robblns,  Smith 
of  IndianA,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  lipton,  Web- 
ster, White,  WilUwna,  and  Wright— «6. 

Katb. — Henrs.  Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fat 
ton,  Lumpkin,  Roane,  BoUnsoo,  Sevier,  Walker,  and 
Toui^— 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


HoKDAT,  January  16. 
Neutral  Belatiom. 
The  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  o(  certiun  crimes  agidnst 
the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 
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Mr.  BuoHANAN  saitl:  The  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  have  cu'efnilj  examined  the  act 
of  the  20th  April,  1818,  which  embodied  all 
the  former  laws  on  the  subject  of  our  neutrd 
relations,  and  have  found  that  it  is  well  adapted 
to  enforce  the  observance  of  our  duties  tow- 
^ds  belligerent  nations.  The^,  therefore,  do 
not  propose  to  make  say  material  change  in  its 
movidons.  Under  that  law,  tlie  citizens  of  the 
United  States  are  not  prohibited  from  carrying 
ion  any  trado  sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nations ; 
nor  is  it  the  purpose  of  tiiis  bill  to  abridge  or 
interfere  vrith  any  such  lawful  trade.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  United  Btates  have  an  nnqnestion- 
able  right  to  sell  arms  and  munitions  of  war  to 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  belligerent  powers 
who  come  here  to  purchase  them,  without  any 
violation  of  oar  neutral  obligations.  After  this 
purchase  has  been  made,  the  buyer  must  get 
these  articles  to  the  place  of  their  destination  as 
well  as  be  can.  If  they  are  captured  beyond 
the  Jnrisdiotion  of  this  country,  by  the  fwces 
of  hu  enemy,  he  Buscains  the  loss ;  but  that  en- 
emy has  no  right  to  ask  our  Government  to 
prevent  mch  sales.  Again :  any  dtizen  oT  tiie 
United  States  may  carry  arms  and  mnidtions 
of  war  for  sale  to  one  belligerent  nation  with- 
out violating  the  neutrality  of  his  countiy  tow- 
ards the  other.  Bach  a  trade  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  law  oi  nations.  It  is  tme  that  such  ar- 
ticles, If  captured  by  the  enemy  on  Uieir  pas- 
sage, will  be  forfeited  as  contraband  of  war ; 
but  this  is  the  only  penalty  imposed  on  such  a 
trade  by  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  question 
in  which  the  Government  of  the  neutral  coun- 
try has  no  concern.  Our  policy  has  ever  been 
to  promote  the  greatest  freedom  of  commerce 
eonnstent  with  our  neutral  obligations.  As  re- 
sards  onr  trade  by  sea  with  all  fortimi  nations 
m  arms  and  moniUmu  of  war,  this  dUI  makes 
no  change. 

-  We  have  three  neighbors  on  our  frontiers, 
Canada,  Texas,  and  Mexico ;  and  the  duties  of 
good  ndghborhood  required  something  more 
from  na  in  relation  to  them  than  ooidd  be  strict- 
ly demanded  nnder  the  law  of  nations.  In 
Europe,  reciprocal  treaties  between  contermi- 
nous naUons  generally  r^nlate  this  matter. 
In  order  to  preserve  peace  along  the  frontiers, 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  such  regulations 
should  exist.  It  is  agdnst  all  reason  and  jus- 
tice, that  in  case  of  a  sndden  commotion  m  a 
neighboring  country  along  onr  frontiers,  the 
dtizens  of  the  United  States  sbonld  be  permit- 
ted to  take  part  with  the  insni^ts,  by  ftir- 
nishing  them  with  vrasels,  arms,  and  munitions 
of  war,  for  the  express  purpose  of  Mding  and 
asnsting  in  such  hostilities.  If  this  be  tuerat- 
ed,  then  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  people  along 
the  borders  of  our  country  to  fofce  the  whole 
nation  into  a  war,  whenever  any  number  of 
dissatisfied  individuals  rise  against  the  estab- 
lished Government  of  a  neighboring  State.  It 
ia  our  duty  to  prevent  our  citizens  from  aiding 
in  every  revolutionary  movement  ag^nst  a 
neighboring  Government.  To  prevent  and  to 


[25ra  Goao- 

remedy  such  evils,  is  the  sole  object  of  the 
present  bill.  This  bill  inflicts  no  penahw 
whatever :  it  is  a  measure  of  preventicHi,  not 
of  punishment.  The  first  section  provides  &r 
the  seizure  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  a  citizea 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  arms  and  mo- 
nitions war  which  m^  be  found  theren, 
which  is  about  to  pass  onr  frontier,  vbatthe 
oircnmstanees  of  the  case  shall  render  it  prote- 
ble  that  she  is  destined  to  be  employed  ia  car- 
rying on  hostilities  against  the  citizens,  sab- 
jects,  or  property  of  a  conterminous  friendly 
State  or  Territory,  or  in  giving  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  persons  carrying  on  such  hostilities,  by 
oonveymg  to  their  assistance  men,  arms,  or 
munitions  of  war.  The  vei»e]  and  the  arms 
thus  seized  are  to  be  restored  to  the  owner,  as 
soon  as  be  gives  security  that  they  shall  not  be 
employed  in  violating  the  proviaona  of  the  biBL 
In  case  he  shall  not  give  such  security,  they 
will  be  detained  nntil  the  Freeident  orders  tbem 
to  be  restored.  ,  It  will  sbtte  everj  Senior  at 
once,  that  such  a  provi^Mi  Is  necessary  to  pi»- 
serve  the  tranqnilulT  of  the  coimtry  alonp  As 
lakes  and  rivers  whidi  are  the  boundaries  tf 
our  territory. 

The  second  section  makes  a  similar  provimoB 
for  the  seizure  and  detention  of  arms  andmum- 
tions  of  war  belonging  to  a  citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  probable  that  they  are  about  to  be 
carried  across  the  frontier  for  the  same  hostife 
purp<»es. 

Such  provifiions  are  not  new  to  onr  law. 
The  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  of  April, 
1818,  aflTord  a  precedent  for  the  first  two  sec- 
tions of  this  bill.  The  owner  of  any  vessel  de- 
scribed in  tiiose  sections,  before  it  is  permitted 
to  leave  the  United  Sta^  is  obliged  to  give 
seonrity  that  It  shall  not  be  employed  in  carry- 
ing on  ncwtalities  ag^Jist  a  friendly  power. , 

Hr.  B.  said  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  CoL 
Itf  cNabb,  commanding  a  portion  of  her  Britan- 
nic U^esty's  forces  in  Canada,  in  which  be  not 
only  avows  that  the  outrage  on  the  steamboat 
Caroline  was  committed  by  hia  orders,  but  be 
glories  in  the  deed.  He  fancies  that  a  captun 
m  .the  royal  navy  has  acquired  fresh  laurels  hy 
becoming  his  agent  in  conducting  this  cowaidty 
attack  upon  our  unarmed  ana  unEnq>eeting 
citizens.  If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  age» 
vate  the  enormity  of  this  wanton  outrage  npoa. 
our  territory  and  jurisdiction,  it  wonld  be  fiKmd 
in  its  open  avowal  of  justification  by  a  Britielk 
ofScer,  high  In  command.  The  Btitid  Gov- 
ernment would  have  had  an  equal  right  to  s^ 
one  of  their  ships  of  war  into  the  harbor  d 
BrotMi  or  New  York,  to  capture  any  American 
vessel  at  anchor  there,  which  they  suspected 
of  hostile  intentions  agtunst  their  conntry.  Tbe 
sovereignty  and  jurisfiction  of  the  United  States 
over  our  own  territory  has  been  grossly  violat- 
ed ;  and  if  any  thing  could  prevent  him  from 
doing  bis  duty  in  regard  to  this  bill,  it  would  be 
the  indignant  feelings  which  had  been  exdtad 
In  his  bosom  by  a  perusal  of  this  letter  of  OdL 
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HoKabb.  But  the  wrong  which  wo  have  Buf- 
fered onght  not  to  prereot  na  from  doiog  jns- 
Uoe.  We  were  bonnd  to  perform  oar  duties 
towards  all  naUous;  and  we  were  imp^stiTelj 
bound  to  demand  of  the  British  QoTemment  to 
bold  GoUmel  MoNabh  to  a  strict  aocoont  for  hU 
•oaduot. 

He  would  now  condnde,  hj  offering  three 
■eotiona  as  a  substitnte  for  Hie  first  three  eeo- 
tioos  of  the  bill.  The  purpose  was  to  render 
the  bill  more  speoific. 

Kr.  BcooLss  hoped  the  Senator  from  Feaa- 
qrlvania  would  not  preea  the' consideration  of 
his  amendment  at  the  present  time.  He  was  not 
now  prepared  to  say  what  effect  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  have  upon  the  condition  of 
tilings  on  our  Korth-eastern  border.  It  is 
d<rabtless  in  the  recollection  of  the  committee, 
tiiat  a  lar{^  portion  of  the  territory  of  Uaine  is 
now,  and  has  beea  for  a  number  of  years,  in 
the  poaseadon  of  Great  Britain.  If  troops  or 
arms  abonld  be  tranwcffted  into  that  part 
oC  the  territory  of  Hame  by  the  Government 
of  tluit  State,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  posses- 
flioa  of  and  defending  it,  would  it  be  a  violation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  justify  the 
President  in  ordering  their  wprehenslon  and 
seizure  ?  If  this  Government  does  not  protect 
ber  JurisdictioDal  rights,  he  trusted  she  would 
be  left  at  liberty  to  defend  her  own  soil.  He 
said  it  was  understood-  that  de^atches  had 
bcHBn  recently  received  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, or  are  soon  expected.  They  might 
P«rtu^  contain  eomething  from  that  Govern- 
ment relating  to  the  sabjeot  of  the  boundary. 
If  aati^otoiy,  very  well.  If  the  matter  is  Iwt 
where  it  has  been  fat  the  last  ^ht  or  ten 
years,  it  will  be  time  to  ocmdder  Whether  our 
relations  with  that  Goremment  require  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  what  modlfloatiooa  it 
oo^t  to  reoeive. 

ttr.  BuonANAN  said :  The  amendment  he 
had  proposed  to  this  bill  did  not  vary  ita  eev- 
eural  principles  in  any  respect ;  but  it  confined 
tbdr  operation,  in  express  terms,  to  the  foreign 
States  and  colonies  conterminous  with  the 
United  States.  The  committee  thought  that 
the  bill  required  this  amendment ;  otherwise  it 
midit  posnbly  interfere  with  the  general  law 
whieh  regulated  oar  trade  with  fordgn  nations. 
If  the  Swator  (Ur.  BDocaAs)  had  any  amend- 
ment to  oBbe  In  referau»  to  Maine,  it  would  be 
as  wdl  to  confer  it  now  as  at  any  otfan*  time. 
The  eonunittee  had  char^  him  with  the  duty 
of  bringing  forward  this  bill  at  the  earliest 
period,  and  it  was  his  fanlt,  perh^ts,  that  it 
nad  been  delayed  till  the  abwtion  question  was 
determined. 

Hr.  KuaoLSS  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
by  that  Senator,  nur  by  the  Senate,  as  having 
.  any  dispodtion  to  throw  unreasonable  embar- 
rassments in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  the 
bill.  He  alluded  to  the  information  we  have 
recmved  this  morning,  that  the  gross  and  fla- 
grant outrage  on  the  iTiagara  frontier,  (he  re- 
igmi  to  the  attack  upon,  and  destnu^^on  of 


the  Caroline,)  was  avowed  by  the  commanding 
officer  in  that  vicinity,  as  having  been  commit- 
ted by  his  direction. 

Ur.  BirOBANAH  considered  that  it  would  be 
very  nnfortanate  If  the  question  of  tiie  Maine 
boundary  should  be  mixed  up  with  the  matters 
contained  in  this  bilL  At  present,  he  nnder- 
Btood  from  high  authority,  that  an  answer 
was  daily  expected  at  the  Department  of  State,- 
from  the  British  Government,  to  the  last  prop> 
osition  made  by  this  Government  The  nego- 
tiation was  about  to  dose ;  and,  at  this  mo- 
ment, to  take  the  questim  out  of  the  hands  ot 
the  Executive,  would,  hi  his  opinion,  be  ex> 
oeedin^y  ill-timed. 

The  amendment  did  no  more  than  to  define, 
with  greater  precirion,  the  objects  to  which  the 
bill  was  intended  to  apply. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
bin  made  the  order  of  the  day  fbr  to-morrow. 


HOtTSX  OF  RBPRBBENTATITBS. 

TvBBDAT,  Janoary  16. 

"Mr.  Bbosson  moved  the  fblloving  re8bhi> 

tions: 

iScMfvad;  Thataa  FMntiMandTbomMJ.  Word 
are  not  nMmbera  the  asth  Oownss,  and  are  wM 
entitled  to  seets  in  tUs  House. 

Ifr.  WuB  moved  the  preliminary  motion  that 
the  gentlemen  referred  to  have  leave  to  appear 
within  the  bar  of  the  Honse. 

}Sr.  Bill  referred  to  tiie  case  of  Arnold  of 
Tennessee,  and  proposed  to  amend  the  resoln- 
tion  so  88  to  make  ft  conform  to  the  precedent 
estahlished  in  that  case,  as  follows : 

Jietolvii^  That  ^  B.  Frttttias  and  Tbomcs  J. 
Word  have  leave  to  occupy  aesta  within  tlu  bar  of 
this  House  pencUns  the  dlscnssion  of  the  report  of 

the  Committee  of  Elections  upon  their  i^jplicatlon: 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  speak  to  the  merits  of 
their  ^plication,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
therem. 

Vr.  Wm  aooc|vted  the  modifioatioD,  and  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Spbakkb  then  directed  the  officers  <tf 
the  House  to  provide  seats  for  Messrs.  Prentiss 
and  Word,  and  informed  them  that  they  were 
at  liberty  to  address  the  Honse  in  relatiui  to 
their  application. 

Hr.  HowABD  renewed  his  appUcation  to  pre- 
sent a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Cladobkb,  one 
of  the  sitting  member^  who  was  confined  to 
his  bed  from  lUness,  which  was  read  as  follows : 

[iXTRlCr.] 

Mr.  dttibofn^t  Argument. 

A  severe  illness,  which  oonflnea  me  to  my  rooa, 
will  prevent  my  taking  part,  perscmally,  in  the  dis- 
onssion  of  the  questions  in  which  1  am  iaterested. 
growing  out  of  tiie  recent  electioos  in  the  State  of 
M]sBia«ppl  I  feel  it  to  be  proper  aod  necessary, 
therefore,  to  WHamimloate,  in  writing,  those  views 
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vfakdi,  were  I  able,  I  should,  «t  a  fitdng  time,  express 
M  ttte  floor  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatires.  This 
course  seems  to  be  the  more  requisite,  ituamuch  as 
my  colleague,  who  has  a  joint  interest  with  me  In  the 
subject,  is  also  confined  to  his  room  b;  Indispontion. 

I  am  flilly  aware  of  the  kindness  and  ability  of  the 
friends  who,  in  my  at>sence,  will  maintain  my  rights ; 
and  peibqiB  I  may  only  weaken  the  effect  of  their 
excraoDB  m  my  behalf,  by  what  I  may  now  say.  I 
beliere,  too,  that  no  unfair  adrantage  of  my  absence 
would  be  taken  by  any  one  member  <^  die  House. 
But  H  is  right  tluU  the  views  entertained  by  me 
AonlA  be  expressed,  in  justice  to  myself,  so  that, 
wbateTO-  may  be  the  lesalt,  Ibere  may  remalD  some 
•ridenee  that  I  aoi^orted,  to  the  best  of  my  idbOlty, 
what  I  concdre  to  be  tbe  cause  of  tboie  whose  votea 
M^itled  me  to  ft  seat  upon  the  floor ;  and  that  there 
My  be  no  ground  for  saying  Jieieafter,  that,  from 
overweening  confidence,  or  carelessness,  or  doubt,  I 
did  not  ar^  myself  of  the  best  opportunity  of  doing 
so  that  drciunstanoes  afforded.  I  am  fully  pei^ 
soaded,  too,  that  the  gentlemen  who  claim  tbe  seats 
nt  my  colleague  and  myself,  would  themaelreB  prefer 
Ap(t  we  AomA  adopt  this  nuKle  of  presetting  our 
win  to  the  House ;  so  that  tiidr  auocess,  were  they 
to  succeed  eren,  idght  not,  m  any  d^;ree,  be  at- 
tributable to  our  abe^ee  or  our  nlence. 

M  the  special  searion  in  September  last,  the  House, 
after  AilI  inTestigation,  decided  that  my  colleague  and 
myself  were  entitled  to  our  seats  for  the  entire  term 
of  tbe  26th  Congress.  Tbe  question  then  settled  was 
one  of  law,  siising  out  of  tbe  Ckmstitation  of  the 
ITidted  Btates  and  tiie  laws  of  the  State  of  Uis^sf^pi. 
The  only  facts  inTolred  were  the  proclamation  of  the 
Ooremor  of  that  State,  and  the  consequent  election, 
by  a  nuyority  of  votes,  of  my  colleague  and  myself; 
facts  which  no  one  then  or  mnoe  has  pretended  to 
deny,  and  tbe  eridence  of  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  afterwards  before  tbe  Hoose. 
Ahhongh  we  were  the  only  persons  didmlng  aeate  as 
memben  elect  from  Mississipi^,  the  dednon  made 
in  our  case  cannot  be  termed  an  ex  parU  one.  An 
tx  parte  decinon  is  one  in  which  the  facts  on  one  aide 
iHily  are  exhibited ;  or,  all  tbe  facts  bebg  exhibited, 
tbe  a^;nment  on  one  side  only  is  heard.   In  the  case 

my  colleague  and  myself,  our  right  to  qualify  was 
denied  and  put  In  Issue,  when  we  presented  onrseWea 
tat  that  puipose,  before  tbe  Honae  ms  organized. 
Tbe  afflrmatiTe  and  negative  of  the  proposition  were 
distioc^  made  out,  and  tbeir  respective  supporters 
in  tiie  Hooae  were  arrayed  agtunst  each  other.  Uy 
colleague  and  myself  were,  in  fact,  placed,  by  the 
oonree  that  was  pursued,  upon  the  defenaiTe ;  and  In 
tbe  pndonged  debate  to  wbidi  the  sulgeot  jga^  rise, 
tbe  talent,  Industry,  peneverance,  and  warmth  mani- 
ftsted  on  both  ddes,  left  nothing  unsaid  which,  by 
way  of  argument  or  itlustration,  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  questions  involved  In  the  discuscnon. 
Neither  for  want  of  facts  nor  of  aivument,  therefore, 
can  tbe  decision  of  tiie  House,  In  September  last,  in 
tbe  matter  tbe  Uiasisdppi  election,  be  called  an  ex 
partt  one ;  bat  it  must  be  considered  as  a  grave  and 
solemn  acyudication  deliberately  made  by  tm  cranpe- 
tent  and  only  antbori^. 

The  question  that  now  presents  itself  Is,  BhaH  the 
dedidcm  thus  made,  be  reviewed,  to  the  end  that  it 
may  be  revened ;  because,  differing  in  opinion  from 
a  m^ority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  tbe  Gov- 
emor  of  Uississippi,  pursuins  tbe  literal  tenor  (rf'a 
kwctftbat  State,  hag  ordered  a  new  electim  to  fill  a 
i^Mwed  Tacaaqr  ia  itt  roproaeutatkin.  -after  flw 


[SSvtt  Coso. 

Honse  of  B^tresentatives,  the  only  eoostitiitiooal 
judge  in  tbe  matter,  had  determined  that  no  Buch  ttr 
cancy  existed  t  Bad  tbe  new  election  not  been  order- 
ed, or  had  the  present  claimants  not  a[q>eared,  h  is  not 
for  a  moment  to  be  supposed  that  tbe  House  of  Bc^ 
resentatiree,  of  its  own  moti(H),  would  have  rereised 
its  decision  in  lavor  my  colleague  and  mym^  at 
this  or  at  any  other  time.  Is  there  any  thio^  in  the 
facta  iriilcb  requires  it  to  do  80  now?  Aaaujncw 
fact  necessary  to  a  correct  decWon  been  lauMjhl  to 
light,  which  was  not  before  the  Committee  of  Bee- 
tions  and  the  House  in  September  last  ? 

I  have  heard  it  sasgested  that,  in  Sqitember,  tiie 
credentials  of  my  oolieagoe  and  myvelf  were  not  be- 
fore tbe  comndttee.  Now,  it  la  wdl  Icnown  that  tlie 
credentials  of  a  member  dect  are  mrely,  if  erev,  de- 
manded, wfaen  he  preerats  himself  to  qualify ;  and 
that,  perhaps,  not  one-half  of  the  membere  have  the£r 
credentials  in  their  poesession.  M  that  is  neetemrj 
is  satisfactory  evidence  of  tbe  election  of  tbe  indiTid- 
uaL    The  law  points  out  no  patticnlar  mode  in 
whidi  this  is  to  be  given.   The  House,  wtodi,  by  tbe 
constitati<»),  is  "  the  judge  of  tbe  WeriioM,  rriwnu^ 
oiuf  {wa^fSntfofM^  of  its  own  memben,"  iB  Uwjodgeh 
neoenaiily,  t/t  ttte  tviJImue  of  ttieir  ctectkm,  o;^ 
other  words,  tJuir  ertdnUuJ* ;  and  case*  have  ee- 
cnrred-in  which  the  House,  not  satisfied  mtb  tbe 
evidence  of  election  presented,  baa  taken  testtaaony 
to  show  that  tiie  party  presenting  it  baa  leceiTed 
illeftal  votes;  and  therefore,  although  faoldiog  the 
mdmary  oedentlala,  was  not  ei^tled  to  Us  aeak 
'The  credentiala  of  ue  ordinary  form  are,  Iberefore, 
of  tiiemselves,  of  no  tiding  aothority ;  and  if  the 
exhibition  of  them  would  not  estop  an  examinatutt 
into  our  tide  to  oar  seats,  the  want  of  tbem,  if  the 
House  were  satisfied  of  our  election  by  other  bmb^ 
could  not  defeat  our  titie:  this  ia  evident.  Tbe 
evidence  of  onr  right  to  our  seats,  presented  m  Sep- 
tember last,  was  a  statement  from  tbe  Semtary  of 
Btato  of  Mississippi,  under  the  great  seal  of  office,  of 
the  votes  cast  In  the  then  recent  (July)  eleetioo.  The 
ordinary  certificato  of  election,  or  credentials,  were 
forwarded  to  my  cdleague,  but  never  received  by 
him.   Those  sent  tome  were  received;  bat,  pa- 
ceiving  that  they  contdned  the  limitation  of  Ac  ten 
of  service  motioned  in  tbe  Governor^  wiH  to  bold 
the  dection,  we  api^ied  for,  and  obtuned,  die  sue- 
ment  flrom  die  Secretaiy  of  »ate  to  be  aaed  im  tbeir 
stead.   All  this  vras  ^'stinctiy  stated  by  es  to  die 
Committee  of  Elections  In  September  last.   Now  tbe 
only  matter  nbich  appeared  in  the  credentials,  be- 
sides the  election  of  my  colleague  and  myadf,  wa^ 
that  we  were  elected  for  the  awoal  seerioa  caly. 
Thisisdl  that  Isiuretended.  HadtUa  afvondia 
the  credentiala  only — had  we,  by  not  preeentfagtba 
credentialB,  witiihdd  tiie  only  CTidence  ctf  ^kaa  latf- 
ter,  there  would  be  some  ground  for  tbe  seggeatic 
now  made,  tftat  tiie  credentials,  not  having  bees  be- 
fore the  committee  or  tbe  Honse,  all  tbe  facta  were 
not  presented ;  and  that  the  case,  at  this  time,  sborid 
be  reopened  to  let  in  a  new  fact.   But  is  tUsm? 
'Why,  what  was  Qie  question  that  so  long  oocopied 
the  attrition  of  tbe  House  in  Septanber*  Kditnot 
grow  ottt  of  Ae  tvj  &ct,  now  pretended  to  be  a 
new  one,  that  the  Govemot^  writ  was  for  an  dection 
for  the  special  session  only  f  Was  not  tbe  only  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  the  question  whether  we  were 
elected  for  the  special  aession,  or  for  the  whole  term 
of  the  Congreas?    And  Is  it  not  stfaoge  lUt  H 
abould  be  eoniended  now,  diat  Ae  Howe  was  wMh 
oat  OTidaMO  of  the  ftct,  the  exiitawa  «r  itieh— ll« 
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Vermomt  Anti-Siaverjf  RtsoltOioiu. 


[Jasuabt,  1888. 


nncontroTerted  truth  of  whidi — WM  the  sole  came 
of  ftll  the  protrteted  end  eicfted  debate  to  whkli  the 
WadaBippi  election  of  Jnly  nre  riset  The  hat 
that  ve  received  a  mqjorit;  of  the  votea  then  oast, 
mi  undeniable.  The  fact  that  those  rotes  were  giTeo 
at  aa  elsotioa  held  under  a  writ  ordering  one  for  a 
less  period  than  the  entire  Congress,  was  also  unde- 
niable ;  and  oat  of  tids  fact  grev  the  only  dlieuadon 
tbat  took  place. 

It  has  also  been  suggested  that  U>e  official  proc- 
InnatioB  ot  Oe  Secretary  of  State  of  Misris^pi», 
^■»Ttmmg  up  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
not  presented  by  my  colleague  or  myself  to  the  com- 
mittee in  September  hisL  Such  proclamation  was 
never  given  to  us ;  but  if  it  hod  been,  and  we  bad 
pvesented  it,  It  would  have  only  amounted  to  proof, 
m  a  diflbrent  fbcm,  of  tint  of  wMoh  other  proof  had 
already  satliflcd  the  committee,  and  wfafoh  was  not 
tfaen,  nor  has  it  unoe  been,  detded — our  Section  by 
A  majority  of  the  votes  cast  under  a  writ  (mlering  an 
Section  for  a  less  period  than  the  whole  term  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Congress. 

I  have  thus  slwwn  that  there  were  no  facts  exist- 
ing at  tlie  time  Uie  House  decided  the  i^ts  of  my 
coUe^e  and  myself  to  our  seats,  which  were  not 
then  k&own  to  ttie  House ;  and  that  the  matter  now 
■nggcsted  as  new,  so  far  from  being  so,  is  the  very 
natter  that  gave  rise  to  the  discusmons  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fact  is  independent  of  the  form  in  which 
it  is  presented :  and,  whether  the  Eouse  was  In- 
formed that  the  election  at  which  we  were  chosen 
Mfcaentativea  was  held  for  a  shorter  term  than  the 
whole  Congress,  the  production  of  the  Govern- 
or'*!  writ,  the  prochmation  oi  the  Secretary  of  State, 
the  exhibition  of  credentials  In  the  ordinary  form, 
or  universal  admission  of  the  fiwit,  is  Immaterial,  if 
the  House  was  in  the  possesion  ia  the  fact  when  it 
I  to  its  deddon. 

JOHN  F.  H.  CLAIBORNE. 

Jaxmarj  15, 188& 


VS  BKSA.TS. 
TuzsDAT,  January  16, 
Vermont  Anti-Slavery  Setolutiont. 

Hr.  Swm  said  he  had  givea  notice  of  his 
intention  at  a  future  day  to  present  the  report 
and  resoIntionB  of  tbe  State  Yermont,  which 
liad  been  offered  <m  a  former  occasion,  bat 
vithdrawn.  Bis  Intention  was  not  to  bring 
them  before  tbe  Senate  nnUI  the  dtsonsnon  on 
tbe  resolntions  in^tidnced  by  the  Senator  from 
South  GaroUna  (Mr.  Calhoits)  had  been  finish- 
ed. As  that  diseosnon  was  presumed  to  be 
terminated,  he  would  now  introaaoe  tbem.  He 
wonld  offer  no  other  apology  for  presenting 
tliem  now,  than  the  duty  he  owed  to  bis  State. 
The  resolutions  spoke  for  themselves ;  nor  did 
Vermont  require  liim  to  vindicate  them  on  that 
floor.  He  expressed  his  regret,  however,  that 
tbej  sbould  have  been  so  harshiy  assailed  as 
they  bad  been.  Not  only  the  sentiments  con- 
tained in  them,  btit  tbe  motives  of  those  who 
adopted  tbem,  had  been  snbjects  of  unjust  cen- 
jmra  and  reproach.  What  principles  were  as- 
■arted  that  ih<mld  call  fortii  the  inTectives  that 
bad  fallen  from  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 


of  the  Honse  I  It  was  contended  that  Oongreas 
bad  the  power,  and*  it  was  renieotftilly  asked  to 
exerdse  that  power,  In  abdishb^  dsrerj  in 
the  IMstrict  en  Oolambia,  over  which  it  was 
presamed  to  bare  exclusive  control.  Gonid 
any  just  exception  be  taken  to  that!  Nothing 
has  been  hinted  by  the  Legislatare  of  Vermont, 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  with  slavery 
in  tbe  States.  Such  an  opinion  was  nowhere 
breathed  in  the  document  before  them.  One 
of  tbe  resolutions  in  question  bad  not  passed 
the  Legislature,  bat  received  the  sanctitm  of 
the  popular  branch  only,  that  might  have  as- 
serted doctrines  offensive  to  the  South.  It  was 
not  Yermont  only  that  was  opposed  to  the  ex- 
tension of  ^very,  but  it  was  the  general  feel- 
ing throuf^out  the  Northern  States.  The  an- 
nexation of  Texas,  which  was  looked  to  W  the 
Soath  to  give  it  prqtraiderance  over  thellwth. 
was  presumed  by  many  to  invc^Te  principles  of 
hisb  national  importance. 

Mr.  Pbsston  presumed  tbe  document  would 
not  have  been  presented,  unless  under  authoar- 
itj  of  command,  In  obedience  to  higher  powers, 
where  the  servant  oonld  exercise  no  disoretion. 
Ooming  from  a  sovereign  State,  we  were,  he 

S resumed,  bound  to  treat  it  with  respect  and 
eferenoe.  Yermont  oerttunly  had  the  ri^t 
to  come  here,  and  her  memorials  were  entitled 
to  reception  and  conuderation.  But  tbe  ques- 
tion was  vbethw  we  were  to  re^Mct  that  Got- 
emment  more  than  thU  Qovemment.  Beqwot 
was  certainly  mntoal  and  co>relatiTe,  He  was 
disposed  to  speak  with  great  forbearance  on  tbe 
subject.  Here  was  a  report  wantonly  present- 
ed, characterized  by  language  whi<m,  if  used 
by  any  individual  or  Senatw  of  this  body, 
would  be  rejected  with  ^sdain.  In  It  the 
South  is  charged  with  immorality  and  irre- 
ligion ;  and  when,  with  becoming  dignity,  we 
repel  the  charge,  we  are  '*  uncourteous  "  and 
"  offensive  "  in  our  language.  Yes,  at  the  vety 
moment  of  presenting  to  this  body  a  document, 
in  language  so  justly  charaoterixed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  aa  false,  scandalous,  and  U- 
belloas — at  the  very  moment  of  presenting  a* 
document  deliberately  concocted  oy  order  of 
the  Yermont  Le^atnre,  the  member  present- 
ing it  complains  of  the  indignant  retort  of  tiiosa 
whose  feeunga  are  outraged  and  insulted  by  it. 
WhUe  we  are  stigmatized  as  debauched,  sen- 
sual, Immoral,  sinful,  God-offending  creatures^ 
and  when  we  speak  of  fanatics  and  incendiarie^ 
we  are  rebuked  and  chidden.  Was  this  fair  I 
was  it  proper  f  So  long  and  so  tfunely  had  the 
South  borne  ^  this,  that  when  a  proper  reply 
was  made,  she  was  greeted  as  the  assailant: 
and  if  she  bore  it  much  longer,  Mr.  P.  wonld 
a^ree  that  she  was  all  eba  had  been  represent* 

Mr.  PsBBTiss  was  not  jtrepared  to  saj  there 
was'qnite  as  much  fervor  in  the  Legislature  of 
Vermont  as  was  expressed  in  the  resolatimis. 
As  for  aa  be  was  oonoemed,  he  bad  been  care- 
M  to  make  no  improper  or  exciting  ronarks ; 
he  had  not  only  a  nigti  respect  for  the  pei^ 
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of  the  South ;  but  respect  their  feelings  in  rela- 
tion to  these  questions.  Mr.  P.,  however,  did 
not  like  to  hear  the  people  of  Vermont  branded 
as  ffuoatics  and  incendiaries,  because  thej  chose 
to  assert  the  oonstitntioaiil  power  of  Congress 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colam- 
bia. 

Ur.  OAiHomr  said  that,  as  a  States  rights 
man^  in  the  strongest  sense,  he  believed  that 
the  State  of  YermoDt  had  a  right  to  come  there 
and  be  beard.  Upon  the  best  reflection  he 
could  give  to  the  subject,  he  coald  not  vote 
for  rejecting  the  resolutions,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  considered  the  langnage  to  he  so  ex- 
ceptionable that  he  could  not  vote  for  receiving 
them.  It  was  owing  to,  and  foreseeing  this 
difficulty,  that  he  had  introduced  the  series  of 
resoInUoDS,  on  the  same  sulyect,  which  had 
*  been  so  recently  discussed  and  disposed  of^  and 
though  he  made  no  com]^nt,  he  profoundly 
regretted  that  he  had  been  disappdnted  in  ^t- 
ting  B  direct  rote  on  one  important  principle 
InTOlved.  Situated  as  he  was,  as  a  repre-. 
aentatlTe  of  the  Sonth,  which  was  so  -vilely  ca- 
lumniated in  these  resolutions,  he  could  not 
vote  for  receiving  them. 

Hr.  BoANx  observed  that  these  resolutions 
oame  here  with  instructions  to  the  Senators 
.from  Yermont  to  use  their  influence  to  carry 
out  the  objects  for  which  they  were  passed. 
They  were  equally  bound,  he  continued,  to 
press  them  forward  and  get  them  acted  on  in 
that  body.  He  entertained  no  doubt  that  there 
were  assertions  contained  in  these  resolutions 
that  he,  as  an  indiTidoal  Senator,  oonid  not 
allow  to  be  tnie.  On  the  other  tuuid,  as  fliey 
oame  from  a  Bovenagti  State,  he  could  not  say 
that  he  would  not  receive  them.  He  intended, 
therefore,  to  stand  neater;  and  when  these  res- 
olntlons  uionld  be  received,  as  no  donbt  they 
would  be  by  the  votes  of  the  members  ttom  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  and  referred,  he  trust- 
ed  that  they  would  be  referred  to  a  committee 
from  those  States.  From  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee so  constitnted,  at  least  one  advantage 
would  be  gained:  we  shall  understand  their 
true  position  in  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Stsanqb  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  resolutions  on 
tko  table— yeas  13,  nays  26. 

The  Oum  then  aaid  ihat  the  resolutions 
wen  before  the  Senate. 

Hr.  Swift  moved  that  they  be  l^d  on  tiie 
table  end  printed. 

^  Ur.  Clat  of  Alabama,  s^d  that  if  the  qnes- 
tion  was  taken  on  printing,  he  hoped  that  it 
wonld  be  divided,  and  taken  on  printing  the 
resolutions  and  accompanying  report  separate- 
ly. He  wished  to  know  distinctly  whether  the 
Senate  wonld  lend  its  aid  to  the  publication  of 
such  a  document  as  the  latter. 

Hr.  Swift  then  varied  his  motion,  so  as  to 
lay  all  the  pq»ers  on  tiie  table,  whieh  was 
agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  BXraESXHTATZTXS. 
Wednebdat,  January  17. 
Muam^tpi  Election. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Hissisdppi  election  case,  the  questions  pen£ng 
being  as  follows : 

Hr. Bbokbon moved  thefoUowingiesolatjnn: 

BtteMyTbta  HflBBM.  a  R  FrentiH  and  T.  X 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  ifith  CocignM,  and 
are  not  entitled  to  iMir  seats  In  die  House  as  soAl 

The  question  pending  being  on  tiie  motion  d 
Hr.  Bbu.,  who  om  yesterday  moved  to  aznend 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  ''Bae^teA^ 
and  inser^g  as  follows : 

"That  the  resolation  of  this  Honse  of  tbeSd 
Octol>er  last,  declaring  that  Saicukl  J.  GnoLSOl  and 
John  F.  H.  CLAiBORmt  vere  doty  dected  anaben 
of  the  35th  Congress,  was  agreed  to  wtAcnit  a  kncnil- 
edge  of  all  the  facts  vbieh  were  material  to  a  csr- 
rect  decision  of  the  question  presented,  and  the  sne 
is  hereby  reednded." 

Resolved  further.  That  Messn.  PrentifB  and  Word 
were  duly  elected  members  of  the  26tfa  Omgres,  fins 
the  State  of  IDa^j^  in  November  and  aie 
entitled  to  take  tiieir  seats  as  sndi. 

Ur.  Fmrnse  addressed  the  House  at  length 
against  the  ritting  members;  and,  without  oon- 
cluding,  gave  way  to  Ur.  OoajcBKia. 


TS  8ENATS. 

Thubsoat,  January  1& 

Neaped  Retatwna. 

The  bin  to  omwd  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  tiie  punishment  of  certun  crimes  agaust 
the  United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  Ui««in 
motioned,  ^proved  the  20th  of  April,  1818^ 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 


HOUBB  OF  REPRESENT ATtVBS. 

FuDiT,  Jaanary  19. 

Canada  Afatrt. 

Hr.  FniaiosB  asked  the  consent  of  the  Hooae 
to  Bubnut  the  followii^  resolajtictt : 

Sem^veJ,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  SliSs 
be  reqoeeted,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  pidilie  ia- 
tereets,  to  communicate  to  this  House  any  infofs 
tion  possessed  by  him,  reepecUng  the  captore  aad 
destruction  of  the  steamboat  CftroUne.  at  SeUoeser, 
during  the  night  of  the  2^  of  December  last,  and 
the  murder  of  dtixens  of  the  United  States  on  board, 
and  all  the  partionlan  thereof  not  beretofora  oom- 
mufiiaUed.  Jind  espedally  to  inf(»m  the  House 
whether  said  capture  was  authorized,  commartded,  or 
sanctioned,  or  has  been  avowed  by  the  British  u- 
tborities  or  officers,  or  any  of  them.  And,  also,  what 
steps  have  been  tdcen  by  him  to  obtain  satts&ctkn 
from  the  Government  of  Great  Britafai  on  accovnt  of 
said  ootniges.   And  to  eommndeate  to  the  How 
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an;  correnxmdence  reUdn  di«reto^irtildi  hM  puMd 
between  ttie  GoTenunent  of  the  United  Btotas  and 
Omt  BAHiii,  cr  <tf  die  pablio  tuOwritin  ct 
cither. 


IN  BENATB. 

FimLT,  Janoary  10. 

Cfoim  qf^hard  W.  Meade. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  the 
late  Richard  W.  Heade  came  up. 

Mr.  HcBBJisD  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
irith  kutmotioiis  to  amend  it,  by  stnkiDg  out  the 
Mooiid  section,  and  sabetitutlog  that  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Oonsectioii^  (Mr.  Nilbb.) 
B^eoted— Teas  17,  u^a  84^ 

The  qnestaon  then  recurring  on  &e  passage 
of  the  1ml— it  vaa  carried  hj 

Tus.— Heasn.  JUIeo,  Bayard,  BUclc,  Brown,  Btt- 
dkanan,  Clay  of  Kenta<^,  Czittendrai,  Gothfaert, 
PaltOD,  KiDg,  Kniriit,  HcKeui,  Heirick,  IKcholM, 
KorreU,  Preston,  RiTea,  Boum,  Sotrthard,  Bpeuee, 
Swift,  TUlnndge,  and  Walkei^SS. 

Nats. — ^ICenra.  Otlhoon,  Clay  of  Alatwma,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Hubbard,  Lompktn,  H<nTi8,  Fierce,  fiob- 
tiaa,  Bobioaon,  Stmib  of  ConnecUcut,  Strange,  lip* 
ton,  WiULtma,  Wright,  and  Toung— 16. 


MoiiDAT,  January  22. 

The  YiOB  Peesidbnt  communicated  a  letter 
f)rom  the  Hon.  Johk  Blaoe,  Senator  finun  the 
State  of  HiBsiflsippi,  resigning  ha  seat  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States;  vhicfa  was  read. 

ATUt-Slaoerify  <md  Anti-T»xat  AnMxatum  Peti- 
tiont. 

Jti.  HoKxat  presented  the  memorial  of  4,7S7 
women  of  iliUadelphia,  praying  Ooogress  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolumbla,  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  snppress 
the  slave-trade  between  the  different  Stat^  also 
a  memorial  of  ninety-ewbt  women  of  Ohester 
eoonty,  Pennsylvania,  of  similar  import.  Also 
a  memorial  from  Robert  MoAlister  and  others, 
praying  Oongress  to  abolish  Blavery  immediate- 
ly in  the  Bi^riot  of  Oolnmbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sibanob,  the  question  as 
to  tiie  reoqrtaon  of  the  above  petiti(ma  wasl^ 
on  the  table. 


BOUSE  OF  RSFBESENTATIVX8. 

TmanaT,  January  SM. 

Seminole  Indiant. 

ICr.  OAHBBBUtNo  reported  a  bill,  making  a 
partial  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  In- 
diaa  hostilities  for  the  year  1688,  and  sent  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  another  from  the  acting 
Qnartermaster  6ei»ral,  setting  forth  the  abso- 
ute  neoesnty  for  an  immediate  i4>propriation. 

Mr  0.  thai  explained  that  be  haa  beok  nnan- 
imODi^  inatnuted  by  the  Omunittee  of  Ways 
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and  Means  to  report  this  bill  of  one  miUion  of 
dollars,  the  amount  required  for  the  year  being 
$8,480,000.  When  that  bill  should  comeupi, 
there  wouU,  undoubtedly,  be  a  general  debate ; 
but  in  order  that  the  operations  of  the  War  De- 
partment mi(^t  not  be  stoppe^  and  that  the 
necessary  pqrments  n^ght  be  made,  the  comniit< 
tee  bad  directed  him  to  rwort  this  bill,  and  ask 
the  HoQse,  when  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  to 
go  at  ooce  into  cfonmittee  upon  it 

Hr.  DowNiNo  expressed  nis  hope  that  tiie 
mo^on  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would 
prevail,  for  it  was  indispensable  that  this  bill 
should  bepassed  without  delay.  Twothonsand 
of  the  llorida  militia  have  been  disbanded 
without  having  been  paid.  If  this  course  is 
flawed  up,  and  moneys  are  not  appropriated, 
the  result  will  be  that  the  people  in  that  section 
of  country  will  lose  oonfiaence  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  will  not  be  in  its  power  hereafter 
to  enlist  men  into  the  service.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  this  war  would  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
termination,  if  the  means  were  pot  in  the  nan& 
of  the  Government  for  oarrym^  it  on;  and 
eentlemen  need  not  be  f^prehensive  of  ita  pro- 
longation. 

^e  bill  having  been  committed — the  Bouse 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Connor 
in  the  chur,  and  proceeded  to  its  consideration. 

Hr.  Wise  inquired  if  this  bill  did  not  also 
contain  ^propriations  for  other  branches  of 
the  Indian  aervioe. 

Ifr.  pAMBBBi^a  said  this  Ull  waa  for'appro- 
priationa  for  the  snppresdon  of  Indian  homli- 
ties  generally, 

Hr.  Wiw  said  this  bill  was  precisely  of  the 
character  which  he  expected,  before  the  House 
went  into  committee.  Instead  of  its  being  a 
mere  partial  ^propriation  bill  for  the  immedi- 
ate exigencies  of  the  service  In  Florida,  it  was 
a  general  appropriation  bill  for  theexi>enditares 
in  the  Indian  service.  It  was  in  this  way  that 
appropriations  were  extracted  from  this  Honse, 
like  teeth,  without  the  proper  investigation 
and  inquiry.  The  ofScers  of  Government 
waited  until  ^propriatious  were  immediately 
wanted,  and  then  thcqr  called  upon  the  House  to 
pass  them,  without  mvestigation,  witiiout  in-  ■ 

a airy,  and  without  cUsousdou.  In  this  manner 
iiat  nine-tenths,  if  not  all  of  the  ^^t,  nine^  or 
ten  miUions  of  dollars  which  had  been  appropri- 
ated for  this  fatal,  disastrous,  disgraceful  Sfoni- 
n<de  campaign,  had  been  obtained.  We  have 
been  tdd  by  the  delegate  from  Florida  that  the 
troops  had  been  discharged  without  being  paid ; 
and' the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  this 
money  is  wanting,  without  examination  and 
witliout  debate.  Was  this  the  way  appropria- 
tions were  to  be  made!  Would  any  corpora- 
tion or  company  take  thirty  millions  of  dollars 
to  pay  the  expenditures  of  this  difgracefol  In- 
dian war.  He,  for  one,  would  take  tliereepm- 
sibility  of  saying,  and  acting  oat  what  he  said, 
that  he  wonld  not  appropriate  anothw  dollar 
for  this  purpose,  until  lu  bad  someinformatuui 
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as  to  the  manner  in  which  fbrm^  appTopria- 
tions  had  been  expendeil,  and  imtil  he  had  cor- 
rect data  as  to  the  snm  now  needed.  He 
wished  to  know  how  mnoh  had  been  expended 
for  steamboats  which  had  performed  no  service 
to  the  Govemment,  and  the  amounts  paid  to 
heartless  cootraotors,  who  rendered  no  eqaira- 
lent  for  the  monej  pixid  them.  He  wished  in- 
formation, too,  in  relation  to  the  perfidy  which 
had  been  practised  hy  the  o£Boers  of  the  army 
towards  tuea^  Indians,  with  all  other  neoee- 
sary  inlOTmation,  before  he  was  prepared  to  vote 
for  any  other  and  fortheri^propriatioDs;  as  he 
beUeved  the  greatest  oatra^  had  beoi  oommit- 
ted  npon  them,  which  was  the  onlr  reaaon  of 
the  war  being  kept  up. 

Ur.  DowNiHG  sud  it  was  with  flie  dewiest 
regret  that  he  had  listened  to  the  remarks  of 
Ae  gentlenum  from  Virginia^ 

The  gentJematf  had  charged  that  the  war  was 
fniqiiitons  in  its  inception,  base  and  infamoos  in 
hs  uses,  and  wonld  be  riwonlons  in  its  concln- 
sion.  Bat  he  wonld  tell  that  gentleman,  and 
he  defied  contradiction,  that  the  war  was  based 
on  a  solemn  treaty  with  the  Indians,  made  de- 
Kberatelj,  and  with  their  full  consent.  Hith- 
erto, there  had  not  been  the  slightest  chai^ 
against  its  validity ;  not  even  a  whisper  had 
been  breatiied  abont  nnfumess  or  fraud.  The 
treaty  had  been  execntedon  thepu-tof  Got- 
emment,  not  in.  a  harried  manner,  but  in  a  calm 
and  deliberate  way;  the  ohiefe  on  the  part  ot 
the  Indians  having  had  ample  time  to  reflect 
and  conrider  the  proposition.  But  it  was  witii 
the  Seminoles  as  it  was  witii  t2ie  Cherokees ; 
who,  after  having  received  our  money  before- 
hand for  their  lands,  when  the  time  airived  for 
their  evacoatioD,  they  then  set  up  the  cry  of 
fraud,  of  unfiumess,  and  of  the  treaty  having 
been  made  without  their  consent,  etc. 

The  gentieman  had  called  it  an  unfortunate 
war.  80  it  was.  The  war  had  peen  prolonged 
beyond  the  calcolation  of  any  human  being.  Its 
fHToIongation  had  been  caused  by  the  gentieman, 
and  the  friends  of  the  gentieman  who  now  op- 
posed the  appropriation.  It  was  well  known, 
and  he  duulenged  proof  to  the  o<nitrary,  that 
every  officer  engaffed  in  the  war  had  acted  Us 
'  part  zealonsly  and  effectively;  bnt  the  evil 
was,  that  they  had  to  check  tiieir  effiHts,  be- 
oanse  they  were  oompelled  to  bend  to  that 
sympathy  manifested  so  generally  for  the  "  red 
man  "  in  the  Nertii  and  other  portions  of  the 
Union,  where  the  true  state  of  things  Was  not 
known.  The  only  reason  that  the  war  was  not 
ended  long  ago,  was,  that  the  troops  had  been 
oompelled  by  1^  sympathy  to  hold  out  the 
white  flag  to  the  "  poor  devils,"  to  ^ve  them 
time  to  make  peace,  when  they  were  entirely 
in  our  power.  Had  the  people  of  Florida  been 
permitted  to  adopt  .thdr  own  measores,  and  if 
the  rope  and  the  gdlows  had  beat  used,  as  they 
would  in  the  ease  of  white  men  committing 
such  enormities,  tiie  affldr  would  have  been  ae^ 
tied  long  before  this. 

Bat,  notwithstanding  the  atrodous  condnct 


of  theee  villanoaa  oUeeta  of  qnopaithy— mt- 
witiistanding  they  had  murdoed  oar  catiaea^ 
dwtroyed  onr  property  and  l>e8ieffed  our  to«is 
-^notwithstanding  all  thifL  yet  the  maOmm 
reftased  to  ^rant  an  at)propnation  for  the  pmpoM 
of  protecting  our  citizens  from  a  reenrrence  of 
such  outrages.  The  white  men  of  the  SoaUi 
might  be  butchered  by  hundreds,  and  the  act 
looked  upon  with  indifference ;  bat  when  col- 
ored skins  were  concerned,  then  it  was  that  an 
outcry' was  rused.  It  was  Tot  the  Indiaa  and 
tiie  negro  for  whom  public  sympathy  MM  and 
bubbled  over. 

The  gentieman  had  intimated  that  the  people 
of  Florida  were  ftttenlng  npcm  <fae  tfpn^pritf 
tions."  He  woold  lA  tioat  aentlflnan  to  cast 
his  eyes  upw  their  destdated  cmes,  Odr  wasted 
md  impoTwidied  country.  Th«r  horsee^  their 
wagons,  th^  provisions  and  sostemmee  were 

Sone,  and  the  whole  of  their  pn^wrty  had  been 
estn^ed  and  taken  by  the  enemy.  Had  the 
gentleman  been  able  to  show  but  <Hie  jpstanee 
where  the  pnblic  mraey  had  fell  to  the  abm  ct 
the  people  of  Florida,  and  been  faoOT^periy 
used;  oould  he  adduce  one  instance  of  fraad  «a 
their  partt  It  was  tme  that  charges  bad  been 
made  in  the  House,  throu^  the  medium  of 
anonyomos  letters,  about  $10  b^ng  paid  Jbr 
wagbns,  when  the  same  cmild  be  had  liar 
etc;  andithadalsobeenallegedthataeertsht 
qnartermastn  had  taken  a  receipt  for  more  thsn 
aa  article  had  cost,  tctr  the  porpoee  of  pot^to^ 
the  money.  But  were  tb^  tons  to  be  iafio- 
enced  by  chfiigee  throng  sacfa  sources  t  If 
oentiemoi  knew  of  any  such  oases  where  frani 
nod  been  practised,  it  was  their  dn^  to  nska 
coropl^t  to  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  D.  then  aUuded  to  the  treachery  of  the 
Seminoles,  and  said  he  was  ready  to  prove, 
that  althcngh  here  they  pretended  to  dean 
peace,  yet  when  they  returned  to  their  tribe^ 
they  breathed  nothing  but  war.  He  advtrtaa 
to  the  condnct  of  the  two  ohie&,  Jumper  and 
Alligator,  in  instigating  the  enemy  to  iMild  oat 
to  the  end  of  ^ring,  as  Congress  would  mska 

I^^ia^ew'^iai^ged  by  the  geotlemaa  from 
EentDcky,  (l£r.  TThduwood,)  tluit  tiiere  wen 
mtne  fawms  in  Florida  than  the  whole  number 
olt  fiemindes,  inohiding  squaws  and  ehildrca. 
For  bis  part,  be  did  not  profess  to  know  the 
exact  number  of  the  enony,  but  if  from  the  ob- 
stacles presented  it  was  found  that  ten  thonaand 
troops  were  not  snffloient  why  it  waa  their 
duty  to  send  tw&ntf  tboosand. 

Mr.  D.  then  alluded  to  the  peealiaril7  of  the 
Florida  war,  and  the  impossibiUty  of  meetii^  the 
Indians  in  a  body,  so  as  to  attack  them  witii 
any  ohanoe  of  sucoeea.  They  are  scattered 
over  the  country,  east,  west,  n<Hlli,  and  soidh; 
they  are  here  and  there^  and  yet  iiowlia& 
appealed  to  the  gentieman,  fior  the  sake  of  s 
few  paltry  ddlara,  they  woold  saerifiee  tin 
lives  iof  onr  troops,  when  fighting  with  a  white 
enemy|_by  senmng  oat  <n^  a  oertititt  umn- 
ber.    when  the  war  nornmeiMiad,  it 
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thoiwht  tint  an  appropriation  of  five  millions 
would  be  snffiineDt  He  tfaooght  so  too.  But 
beoanse,  from  a  combination  of  nnlookea-for 
«Tenti,  a  ^eater  amount  wan  required,  gentle- 
men cconpfained  that  the  war  was  u^jo^  and 
demanded  aa  InTestigatioo. 

Mr.  CnxBT  defended  the  polio;  of  the  Gov- 
ernment ;  which,  he  Insistei^  was  homsDe  and 
benevolent.  The  Bjrmpathj  evinoed  for  the 
tawny  red  men,  he  described  to  be  of  the  same 
character  as  the  hobbj  professed  for  the  race  a 
little  darker,  in  the  North.  When  he  found  his 
country  at  war,  he  was  not  for  stayiDg  to  in- 
quire into  its  origin,  or  to  investigate  little, 
petty,  miserable  detaUs  about  it,  but  to  take 
suoh  meames  as  would  be  moat  likelj  to  bring 
it  to  a  fiiTorahle  termlnatitm.  'WheUiMr  the 
Oovemment  had  pnrsned  the  b«t  oonrse  or 
not,  whether  there  had  bew  a  prodigal  ex- 
penditure,  he  feared  there  had,  he  coiUd  not 
amji  bnt  be  was  for  continuing  the  war  with 
Tigor,  on  the  old  New  England  plan,  where  the 
Indians  had  been  wholly  exterminated ;  for  it 
was  false  policy  and  &lse  philanthropy  to  carry 
on  a  feeble  war. 

Ur.  EvKHKTT  expressed  his  regret  that  any 
debate  should  have  arisen  on  this  subject  at 
this  time ;  the  more  so,  because  be  had  i-eason  to 
believe  that  the  House  and  the  country  would  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  response  of  the  Seo- 
ratarr  <nf  War  to  "Mr.  E,*8  resolntifm  on  the  iap- 
ies  adTerted  to  in  this  discosrion.  This  was  u 
rdation  to  the  ci^tore  of  Osceola.  Anotber 
aubjeot  upon  which  he  wished  to  make  a  re- 
mark or  two>  was  a  more  p^nfol  one,  viz :  in 
refwenee  to  the  capture  of  Sam  Jones  and  his 
companions.  He  had  every  reason  to  know  that 
these  men  came  in  nnder  the  most  saored  pledges, 
and  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
the  Cherokee  delegation  oonld  induce  them  to 
come  in.  And  when  they  did,  what  was  Gen. 
Jesop's  first  pro^aitiont  Why,  as  preluninary 
to  any  negotiation,  that  those  people  should 
bring  in  weir  wives  and  children ;  and  what 
vas  Sam  Jones's  answer  1  Why,  that  he  never 
heard  oX  soch  a  preliminary  to  a  treaty  as  that 
of  surrendering  the  children  and  arms,  and  that 
he  oonld  not  assei^  to  it. 

Hr.  K  avowed  hira«elf  nnwDUng  to  carry  on 
this  war  any  longer,  thou|;h  he  was  not  for 
yielding.  He  wi^ed  a  paofioatory  course  to  be 
tried.  He  would  arm  the  Executive  with 
authority  and  appropriations  to  enable  him  to 
terminate  it  pacifically. 

Mr.  Hattibs  said  he  had  risen  solely  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  back  the  committee 
to  the  question  before  it.  Some  weeks  ago  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported  a  bill 
to  cover  the  whole  snm  necessary  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Since  that  bill  was  reported,  the 
committee  had  been  called  upon  or  notified  by 
the  War  Department,  that  drafts  were  lying 
over  for  services  alrudy  performed,  and  snp- 
pliea  already  fomishod,  and  there  was  no  money 
to  meet  mem.  Upon  this  repreaoitataion  the 
Cmnndttee  of  Ways  and  Ifoana  had  oome'  to  tha 
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House  and  asked  a  suqwusion  of  its  rules,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  coudderia^  tiie  propriety  of 
making  a  partial  ^ipropriation.for  the  suppres- 
sion of  Indian  hostilities.  Now,  neither  the 
committee,  nor,  as  Mr.  H.  believed,  had  any 
other  fiiend  of  the  Administration,  who  pro- 
posed to  support  this  bill,  dedgned  taking  the 
House  by  surprise.  The  very  document  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table  gave  to  the  Hoase  the  infor- 
mation that  this  partial  appropriation  was  a^ed 
for  under  extraordinary  oiroumstaDoes ;  and  it 
was  equally  well  known  that  the  bill  covering 
the  wnole  sum  estimated  for  the  service  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  tiim  remained  untouched, 
for  as  g^eral,  liberal,  violent  disousi^on  as  geiH 
tlemen  pleased.  Why,  then,  should  so  many 
irrelevant  topics  be  brought  in  now  ! 

Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  striking  out 
"  one  million,"  and  inaertiDg  "  firc  hoMied 
thonsand  doUara." 


Wkdnebdat,  Jannaiy  24. 

SemmoU  War. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  2b.  Coknob 
in  the  ch^,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill 

The  question  pending  was  on.  the  motion  of 
Hr.  WiBK  to  redace  the  appropriation  from 
$1,000,000  to  (600,000. 

[The  bill  wss  father  debated  by  Hcssn.  Cambw 
leng,  Waddy  Thompaoo,  Biddle,  Wise,  Undeiwood, 
Patten,  fflascock,  Byniun,  and  Pope.] 


FsroKr,  January  26. 

IHttributum  ofBookt. 

Mr.  BAmnKH  aaked  leave  to  offer  tiie  fSi^oV' 
log  resolotitm : 

Jtmited^  TbaA  flie  Cleik  be  Erected  to  Amilsh 
such  membera  of  the  present  House  of  Kepresenta- 
dves  as  bare  not  received  the  same  under  former 
orden,  with  the  fcdlowing  books,  to  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  oontiiigent  fund  of  tUs  Honse,  being  such  as 
have  been  s^^ieif  to  members  of  the  last  and  pre* 
eedhig  GoDgrees,  vix: 

The  DiplcHUado  Correspondenoe,  The  Docamen^ 
ary  History  of  tbe  Bevolution,  The  l^aiid  Lawa, 
American  State  Papers,  R^pster  of  Debates,  Con- 
tested Elections,  and  Commercial  Regulatitns,  Elliott's 
Debates,  and  Elliott's  Diplomatic  Code — 

But  nothing  herdn  contained  shall  Iw  construed 
to  autboriae  ttie  reprinting  of  dtherof  the  above 
works. 

Mr.  HATnssthonght  that  some  of  these  bo(^ 
bad  never  been  fnrmshed  to  old  members. 

Mr  MoKa.t  would  be  (^ad  to  know  from  the 
gentieman  who  ofibred  this  resolution,  if  there 
was  not  a  proviso  attached  to  the  bill  making 
appropriati<»u  for  the  contingent  expenses,  ex- 
pressly itroldbitiDg  any  portion  of  tbe  expendi- 
ture to  be  made  tberafirom,  exoept  for  the  or- 
dinaiy  porpoaea  of  the  Howe.  In  rdhrence  to 
tbe  merits  of  the  reeoliitiflsi,  he  aaid  it  was  « 
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pracdoe  which,  if  not  pat  a  etap  to,  wonldfimn 
an  indefinite  opon  the  Treami7,  fiir  Uiere 
would  always  be  new  members,  and  thoT  would 
claim  copies  of  all  the  books  ever  givai  to 
members  of  old  Congresses.  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  what  expense  ^  resolotion 
mTolved,  but  he  sapposed  somewhere  about 
forty  or  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Ur.  T1LLINOHA8T  contended  that,  if  the  reso- 
lution embraced  the  same  books  heretcHfore 
ordered,  it  was  not  material  whether  the 
books  had  Iwen  received  or  not  It  was  bat 
right  and  fair  ^at  the  new  members  ^onld  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  old.  If  it 
was  proper  for  the  nation  to  famish  books  to 
its  legislatora,  it  was  only  right  that  all  should 
be  flimshed  eqaally ;  and  if  there  was  any  dif- 
ierenoe,  it  ahomd  1»  in  &vor  of  tito  new  mem- 
bers, who  might  be  snwosed  to  he  more  in 
want  of  them  than  the  old. 

Mr.  Bbonson,  in  reply  to  Hr.  MgKa.t,  re- 
marked tliat  the  contingent  appropriation  bill 
had  not  been  passed,  and  therefore  they  were 
not  tied  ap  by  the  proviso  alluded  to. 

Hr.  CAUBBELENa  apprehended  his  colleagne 
was  mistaken  if  he  thought  the  proviso  wonld 
not  be  passed  by  the  House,  utdess  the  present 
Oongr^  differed  ve^  essentially  in  opinion 
from  the  two  former  Congresaes.  It  had  been 
invariably  introduced  into  each  bill  for  the  last 
fonr  years,  and  was  deeigned  to  correct  what 
lb*.  0.  OMiddwed  a  growmg  abuse,  of  paying 
natters  entirely  foreign  to  it  ont «  the  con- 
tingent fond,  whetiier  the  bo4^  were  pur- 
diued  or  not,  he  did  hope  that  appropriations 
of  tills  character  would  not  be  charged  upon  the 
contingent  fond  of  this  House,  by  which  it  had 
been  enormously  increasing,  firom  year  to  year, 
by  theaotiou  of  the  House  itself.  If  thisappro- 
priation  were  made,  let  it  be  done  by  law. 

Hr.  Bond  expressed  his  surprise  tiiat  the 
House  should  snspend  its  roles,  and  set  aside  all 
its  bunness,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  a 
resolution  of  this  kind;  a  resolution  looking 
alone  to  the  personal  benefit  of  the  members. 
He  atrenuonuy  opposed  the  measura,  and  asked 
If  the  Honse  was  aware  of  tBe  expense  it  in- 
Tolved}  Wheaa  the  former  resolntioa  was 
mder  orarideration,  he  recollected  that  a  tiien 
member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Gave  Johnson) 
made  a  caloolation  demonstrating  that  it  was 
about  one  thousand  dollars  to  each  member, 
in  the  aggregate  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Hr.  B.  insisted  that  th^ 
had  no  right  in  the  present  exhansted  state  of 
tlie  Treasury,  thus  togive  to  themselves  the  peo- 
ple's money ;  and  if  Congress  had  cwnmitted  a 
mistake  originally,  they  onght  to  correct  it. 

Hr.  RjjsiDBN  inquired  of  Mr.  Bond,  if  under 
the  influence  of  the  opinions  he  bad  expressed, 
he  had  allowed  himself  to  accept  the  books 
ordered  nnder  the  former  resolutions  of  the 
Honse. 

If r.  Bond  voold  st^  frankly,  that  the  bo(^ 
having  been  sent  to  his  lodgings  he  had  srat 
Ibem  hraie^  and  ahonld  do  so  again,  nnleaa  nn- 


CSBXH  CCMO. 

der  some  general  order  to  return  them,  wMd 
he  should  willingly  yield  obedience  to ;  still  be 
was  opposed  to  the  prindj^e^  alw^s  had  been, 
and  ahonld  conthme  to  be  so. 

Mr.  MoKat  contended  thatnopropootknftr 
paying  money  could  be  authorized  withoat  be- 
ing committed.  The  foct  of  tlie  e(mtii«to 
bill  not  bting  passed,  mthu  strengUMoea  Ids 
point 


nr  SENATE. 

FemAT,  January  36. 
Pre-emption  to  Jetudl  Settien. 

The  bill  to  grant  pre-  emption  ri^ts  to  ssttlen 
on  the  public  landa,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  GsiTTRNDEH  Commented  <n  the  ftands 
allied  to  have  been  practised  under  the  pre- 
emption laws,  submitted  an  amendmoit  to 
strike  out  that  ^art  of  the  hill  relating  to  settle- 
ment and  cultivation,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  following:  '*by  actoal  rendenee 
thereon,  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  December, 
16S7,  and  the  cultivation  of  at  least  one  acre 
in  corn,  and  continued  readence  and  cnltivalion 
to  this  time." 

Hr.  'Waleeb  had  no  objection  to  defining 
more  accurately  the  habitation  and  coltivstioD; 
but  he  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  not  cimfine 
the  cultivation  to  com,  as  that  wonld  exchde 
a  great  many  meritoriona  cultivators  who  £d 
not  grow  tiiat  article. 

Mr.  Gl4t,  of  Alabunsj  suggested  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky,  who  no  doubt  had  «nly 
in  view  the  defining  more  strictiy  an  actail 
settiemeDt  and  cultivation,  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  striking  ont "  com,"  leaving  the  natore 
of  the  cultivation  to  be  determined  by  the  land 
office.  As  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  re- 
marked, it  would  be  extremdy  hard  to  confine 
the  cultivation  to  corn,  as  many  cultivates 
Iwnght  all  they  usedj  though  he  (Mr.  O.)  re- 
garded it  as  a  very  injudicious  way  of  forraing^ 
and  one  that  no  doubt  resulted  very  macb  to 
the  advantage  of  the  constituents  of  the  gentle- 
man fi«m  Kentucky,  as  there  were  times  wh&k 
every  bushel  of  com  carried  down  the  Misrii- 
sippi  was  worth  from  a  ddlar  to  a  dtdkr  $ai 
sixty-five  cents  per  hudid. 

Mr.  Obrtendsit  modified  his  amendmat  \j 
addkig  "  wheat  and  cotton." 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVXS. 

SATDBnAT,  Jannai7  27. 
XHetributicn  qfBoohe. 

The  Honse  took  up  the  resolution,  subn^tted 
by  Mr.  RAmDEN,  for  the  distribution  to  mem- 
bers of  cert^u  books. 

Mr.  MoBOAN  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bond  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  gueBtion,  which  was  on  the  adoption  of 
Qie  oni^nal  resdntion,  as  modified  by-  ihe 
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morer,  which  were  orderec^  and  vere— yeas 
lis,  najs  71. 

Miuiit^pi  SUatiffn, 

The  medal  order  being  the  contested  election 
of  members  from  Misaiasippi,  was  called,  the 
qaestion  pending  Mr.  Bbll'b  amendment  to  the 
reeolation  of  Mr.  Bbohson  (ante,  p.  613.) 

Hr.  Hadbt  addressed  the  House  in  fovor  of 
tbe  oMm  tiie  qiplioanta  to  a  seat  on  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Bbonson  was  not  sore  that  he  conld 
shake  any  of  the  positions  taken  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  addressed  the  Eonse,  (Mr.  Pben- 
Tias,)  bat  he  would  try.  However,  he  coald 
not  refrain  from  payicg  a  tribnte  to  the  elo- 
qoence  and  zeal  with  which  the  gentleman  had 
defended  what  he  called  the  rights  of  the  State 
of  2fi^8s1ppi.  Hie  qaestiML  had  hem  pre- 
sented to  the  Honse  in  a  false  light  by  the  con- 
testants, for  be  contended  that  no  indigni^ 
whatever  had  been  offered  to  the  Statv  of 
ICasisnppi;  her  rights  of  representation  had 
been  respected  and  defended,  and  the  simple 
question  was,  a  question  between  individaals  as 
to  who  should  have  the  right  of  so  representing 
her. 

The  decision  of  the  House  at  the  late  special 
session  was  a  judicial  decision,  and  could  not  be 
altered ;  and  Mr.  B.  argoed  that  the  Governor  of 
Hissi^ppi  was  anthorized  by  tbe  constitution 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  portrayed  the  disastrous 
coDseqaences  which  would  ensoe  if  the  various 
L^Ciswtnrea  had  not  that  ]>ower.  The  country 
might  be  ravaged  by  an  invading  enemy,  or 
nught  be  at  war  with  ten  nations  at  once,  with- 
out having  the  power  of  calling  toother  and 
assembling  the  House  of  Bepresentativee  to  act 
on  the  sabject.  He  was  folly  aware  of  the 
Btrength  of  the  atvnments  adduced  by  one  of 
the  contestants,  (Mr.  F^imss,)  viz :  that  the 
Governors  of  States  might  thus  anticipate,  de- 
feat, or  destroy  the  regtuar  election.  But  there 
was  not  the  slightest  probability  of  such  a 
course  ever  being  adopted;  and,  if  It  were, 
there  were  means  of  speedy  redress. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  qaestion,  after 
assuming  that  the  Governor  had  the  power, 
was,  "did  he  exercise  that  power!**  -  It  had 
been  contended  that  such  was  not  the  case, 
and  that  t&e  proelHmalion  of  tiie  Governor 
was  entity.  For  his  part,  he  maintained  that 
the  Govwnor  had  a  right  to  fill  the  %tiKoU  va- 
cancy, or  none.  Therefore,  if  the  gentlemen 
elected  in  July  were  elected  at  alL  they  were 
elected  for  the  whole  term  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Oongress. 

nr  ssHATX. 
TncBBDAT,  Febmary  1. 
Ind^per^dent  Treatury. 
The  Senate  took  up  tbe  biU  to  impose  addi- 
tional daties  as  depositaries  n^on  certain  pablic 
officers,  and  to  appoint  Becmvers  General  of 
public  money,  &o. 


[Fkbbdabt,  1888. 

The  amendments  submitted  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  one  to  autiiorize  the  Secretary 
the  Treasniy  to  hire,  temporarily,  suitable 
rooms  for  the  offices  of  the  Receivers  General, 
and  the  other  providing  that  the  receipts  given 
by  the  Treasurer,  authorized  by  the  2a  section, 
for  money  depodted  for  the  pnrchase  of  hmd, 
shall  not  be  n^otiable  by  transfer  or  aK^g^ 
ment,  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Calhodn  moved  to  amend  the  biU  by 
striking  out  the  Slst  section,  which  relates  to 
ftmding  the  surplus  that  may  be  in  tbe  Treas- 
ury, when  it  exceeds  four  millions,  by  invMt- 
ment  in  State  or  United  States  securities,  bear- 
ing interest 

Hr.  Wbigbt  stated  that  this  provision  was 
iatrodaced  to  obviato  the  objections  of  those 
who  contended  that  the  Inll  would  have  the 
effect  to  accnmulate  money- in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Oalhottn  had  read  the  bill  with  great 
care,  and  conndered  It  exceedbgly  well  drawn, 
and  calculated  to  produce  the  most  beneficial 
effects.  But  this  provision  he  considered  not 
in  accordance  with  its  general  principles,  and 
he  ther^ore  wished  it  to  be  struck  out  One 
of  the  most  important  objects  of  this  measure 
was  to  avoid  having  a  surplus.  He  thought, 
therefore,  it  would  miprove  the  bill  to  stnke 
ont  the  section. 

Mr.  Gai^bodn's  motion  was  adopted— yeas  24^ 
nays  IS. 

The  amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Tlude  yifm  oonourred  in. 

FuDAT,  February  2. 
Miumippi  Election. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  Mississippi  Election  case,  the  question 
being  on  the  amended  resolution  of  Mr.  Bbll: 

**  Retolvtdy  That  the  resolution  of  this  House  <^ 
8d  of  October  last,  dedaring  that  Sahdbl  J.  Gholswi 
and  JoHH  F.  E.  Clubobhb  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers of  the  SSth  Oongress,  be  resdnded,  aod  that 
Hessrs.  Oholboh  and  Claibobhi  are  not  duly  elected 
members  of  the  25th  Congress." 

The  question  was  on  the  following  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HowABD : 

"Seaotved,  That  Heaara.  S.  S.  Prentiss  and  T.  J. 
Word  are  not  members  of  the  2Dth  Congress." 

Mr.  GnoieoH  said :  His  colleague  and  him- 
self were  not  before  the  people  at  the  Ifovem- 
bar  dection,  and  they  distinctiy  stated  to  the 
people,  in  a  printed  circular  addressed  to  them, 
that  they  were  not  candidates  npon  that  occa- 
sion, lliat  circular  was  published,  and  it  was 
announce^  at  least  In  all  the  Democratic  papers 
in  the  State,  that  they  were  not  caudidatea. 
Mr.  G,  also  wrote  at  least  a  hundred  letters  to 
his  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  declar- 
ing that,  in  consequence  of  that  deduon,  he 
was  not  a  oan^date. 

In  twenty  eoimties,  where  no  votes  wore 
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ffiven  for  himself  and  his  colleague  in  the 
Korember  electioD,  they  received  about  five 
thoasand  votes  at  that  of  July ;  tbos  showing, 
coDclasively,  that  there  was  no  general  tarn 
out  of  the  people  at  the  November  election, 
indaced,  as  be  nrmlr  believed,  not  to  vote  by 
the  declsicm  of  the  Honae.  That  was  the  main 
fact  he  wished  to  state.  The  Hoose,  by  its 
vote,  had  sud  the  election  <^  Jolr  was  void. 
JSr.  G.  was  as  well  aaHsfied  with  wat  deoision 
as  any  one  else,  but  he  wished  them  to  vote, 
with  a  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

He  had  good  gronnds  to  know  that  the  elec- 
tion in  many  otner  counties  was  partial,  from 
the  fact  of  his  colleague  and  himself  not  being 
before  the  people,  acd  therefore,  by  no  kind  of 
calculation,  was  the  strength  of  parties  tested 
in  November.  Theneople  bad  been  misled  by 
the  decision  of  the 'House. 


If  ONDAT,  February  6. 
Misamippi  Contested  EUcUan, 

Ur.  MoKat  proposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Uaryland,  that  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, (Hr.  Bell,)  on  Saturday  had  raised  some 
critical  objections,  be  hoped  the  resolulioD 
would  be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  former 
precedents  of  the  House,  declaring  that  the 
gentlemen  claiming  seats  (Messrs.  Prentiss  and 
word)  were  not  so  entitled. 

Kr.  HowABD  said  that  he  ha^  drafted  his 
resolution  in  this  way  in  the  first  place,  but 
had  modifi^  it  afterwards  at  the  suggestion 
of  some  gentlemen.  Be  then  modified  his 
amendmoit  as  fcdlows:  "and  that  Afessra. 
Prentiss  and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  on 
this  floor  as  loembers  of  the  85th  Congress." 

2£r.  OnsHUAS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Huyland,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Hr.  Howard's 
amendment,  declaring  "that  Hessrs.  Prent^ 
and  Word  are  not  entitled  to  seats  in  this 
House,  as  members  of  the  25tfa  Congress,"  and 
decidwl — yeas  117,  najys  117. 

The  Cbaic  voted  m  the  affirmative,  so  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pbentis9,  one  of  the  contestants,  ad- 
dressed the  House  at  some  length,  prot^ting 
against  the  decision  of  the  House,  so  far  as  it 
was  made,  depriving  the  people  of  Mississippi 
of  a  representation  on  this  floor,  rep^ring  to 
remarks  of  gentlemen  made  on  formor  ooca^ 
dons,  and  dedaring  that,  if  he  was  spared  life 
till  the  next  session  of  Congress,  and  he  saw 
any  prospect  of  then  having  Justice  done  the 
people  of  Hississippi,  he  would  again  present 
himself,  and  see  if  he  could  not  have  this  un- 
constitutional resolution  rescinded,  aa  the  one 
was  which  was  adopted  in  September  last. 

The  Question  recurred  on  the  resolntion  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Ukdbbwood  called  for  a  diviraon  of  the 
qnestioD,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  on  the  first 


[26th  Com. 

{)art,  rescinding  the  resolution  of  SeptocbfT 
ast ;  and  on  this  part  of  the  resolntaon  fbere 
were— yeas  121,  nays  118. 

On  tiie  second  branch  of  the  resolntiw, 
declaring  "  that  Messrs.  Prentiss  and  Word  are 
not  oititied  to  seats  in  this  Honse,  as  members 
of  the  S5th  Congress,*'— yeas  118,  nays  119. 

On  the  third  branch  of  the  reeolotion,  direct- 
ing the  Speaker  to  infonn  the  Governor  of 
MuBisedppi  of  the  dedsicm  of  the  Hoose,— yess 
122,  nays  88. 

IN  SENATE. 

MoBDAT,  February  fi. 

Independent  Tmuwy. 

The  Independent  Treasnry  bill  was  taken  up, 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bitbs  being  under  «oa- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Rites  said  he  indolged  the  hope  that, 
after  the  fiulure  of  tbis  measure  in  the  oliHr 
branch  of  the  Kattonal  Legislatore,  and  tiis 
opinions  so  clearly  manifested  by  the  reoeot 
elections,  that  this  suUect  would  not  ag^  hare 
been  pressed  upon  uie  oonsideratiiHL  the 
Senate,  bnt  that  the  Oommittee  on  Hnaoce 
would  have  presented  some  scheme  upon  wMdi 
the  great  interests  of  the  country  might  have 
harmonized.  Hr.  B.  contended  that  this  bill 
was  a  reproduction  of  that  of  the  last  seancn, 
with  additional  deformity  of  feature,  oalcnlated 
to  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Execntire  to 
a  far  greater  extent,  and  with  the  same  tendency 
to  create  disorder  and  convulsion  in  the  cur- 
rency. Mr.  B.  spoke  nntil  nesr  4  o'dock,  sad 
gave  way  to  a  motirai  to  a^nm,  witlioat  hav^ 
Ing  oondnded  his  argnment 


■Wednesday,  February  7. 
Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  Lnnr,  of  Miasoori,  introdaoed  a  biB 
authorizio^  the  oooupation  <^  the  Oolmnbia  or 
Oregon  Biver,  [establiBhing  a  territory  nortt 
of  latitude  42  degrees,  and  west  of  the  Boekj 
Mountuns,  to  be  called  the  Oregon  Territory; 
authoriring  the  establiahing  cX  a  fort  on  tlMt 
river,  and  the  occupation  of  the  coantry  by 
the  military  force  of  the  United  States ;  estab- 
lishing a  port  of  entry,  and  requiring  Uiat  the 
country  shonld  then  be  held  subject  to  the 
Bevenne  laws  ttf  the  United  States;  wiUi  sa 
appropriation  of  |SO,OOO.j 

j£r.  LoTN  moved  to  refer  the  bOl  to  the  Cm- 
mittee  on  Military  Afiairs.  He  expressed  Us 
regret  that  some  other  Senator  had  not  mend 
in  this  matter ;  he  had  fuled  in  his  eDdearors 
to  that  efiTect,  and  had  in  consequeooe  now 
presented  the  subject  himself,  as  one  of  great 
importance.  There  was  reason  to  wpreoeDd 
that  if  this  Territory  sboold  be  n^eeted,  in 
the  coarse  of  five  years  it  would  pass  from  onr 
possession. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Eeptncky,  said  he  thought  the 
Senator  ai^  the  committee  would  do  well  to 
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make  inqoiriee  as  to  the  stipolatlons  of  the 
present  treatj  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  whether 
we  coold  oocnpy  this  country  now  witiiont 
giving  cause  of  onenoe.  The  country  had  been 
taken  poesesaion  of  hy  Great  Britain,  in  oontra- 
veution  of  the  treaty  of  Gb«it.  There  was  a 
cSmoBO  in  that  trealy,  or  rather  a  watAy  which 
was  intented  to  eover  tids  Identieal  oaM(  con- 
seated  with  the  Oregon,  and  whioh  oovored  no 
other  ease.  It  was  founded  on  these  dronm- 
Btancee :  A  settlement  had  been  made  on  the 
Oregon  bj  Ur.  Astor,  and  the  establishment 
was  called  Afitoria.  Dnring  the  war  it  was 
taken  possesnon  of  by  a  British  armed  veasd. 
In  the  stipnlation  of  the  mntoal  surrender  by 
the  two  conntries  of  places  taken  dnring  the 
war,  Mr.  0.  had  introdnoed  the  word  "poMei- 
aim  "  as  descriptive  of  the  hold  which  we  had 
on  the  Oregon  oonntry  prior  to  the  war. 

Ur.  Linn  stud  he  was  aware  of  that  provision, 
and  it  was  his  intention  that  the  inqmry  shonld 
be  made.  He  dedgned  to  get  all  the  informa- 
tkm  he  eonld  on  the  anl^eet,  and  lay  it  bdbre 
the  oomndttee  or  the  Sraate,  that  the  Senate 
might  make  aooh  modifleations  of  the  bin  as 
they  might  think  mopee.  He  wished  the  bill 
to  be  made  as  perfect  as  it  oonld  be. 

Kr.  BnoHANAN  was  very  glad  that  his  friend 
from  Miasonri  had  moved  in  this  bnsineas;  and 
he  had  done  himself  iiHostioe  when  he  said  it 
might  have  been  moved  more  ai^ropriately  by 
anothw  person.  The  tine  had  come  when  we 
ought  to  assert  onr  right  to  the  Oregon  ooontry, 
or  abandon  it  forever.  We  know,  by  informa- 
tion received  from  an  agent  of  the  Government, 
that  the  Hndson  Bay  Company  were  eetabliah- 
ing  forts  in  that  quarter,  catting  down  the  timber 
and  oouveying  it  to  market,  and  acquiring  the 
altegiaiioe  of  the  Indian  tnim ;  and  while  they 
had  been  thva  proceeding,  we  had  patient^ 
looked  on  daring  a  long  pMiod  of  yearsi  Oar 
right  oa^ht  to  be  now  asserted ;  but  it  should 
be  done  m  a  pnident  and  delicate  manner.  -We 
were  oblued  by  the  treaty  to  give  a  year's 
notice.  The  time  had  arrived  to  settle  this 
^oestion,  and  there  were  too  many  sueh  ques- 
tions  unsettled  with  the  British  Government 
already.  While  we  shonld  be  oareftil  to  violate 
no  tr^y  stipolations,  we  ought  promptly  to 
assert  our  right  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Benton  m^ed  the  propriety  of  having 
this  subject  referred  to  a  Select  Oomntittee,  of 
which  his  oolleagae  should  l>e  the  chairman :  he 
knew  of  no  one  oetter  qnalified. 

Ur.  Idmr  withdrew  his  motion  of  referenoe 
to  the  l^tary  Ooramittee,  and  the  sol^eot  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Oommittee  of  five,  of 
which  the  ViGB  Pbebidkht  was  anthorized  to 
make  the  ^>pointment. 


TuBSDAT,  Febroary  18. 

Independent  Treaaury. 

Ur.  NiLBS  finished  at  a  late  hour,  the  very 
able  q>eech  whioh  he  oommenoed  yeeterd^r  in 


oppodtion  to  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
BiTBs,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  bill.  Ur. 
K.  said  that  the  Senator  from  Virtpnia  seemed 
to  think  that  his  twenty-five  banks  constituted 
the  whole  country ;  but  what  constituted  the 
whole  country  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  K.,  was 
the  tffodndng  dassea,  who  were  swindled  out 
<tf  their  labor  through  the  paper  syston.  iSx, 
N.  glanced  at  the  rotten  state  of  the  lunking 
system  in  this  country,  and  its  vast  increase  <n 
pf4>er,  0n  some  instances  forty-one  dollars  for 
one  of  specie.)  until  it  had  blown  up,  exploded, 
and  scattered  rain  fiv  and  wide.  There  were 
banks,  he  said,  that  had  not  yet  Inoken,  but 
were  now  rocung  and  trembling ;  so  mnoh  s(k 
that  persons  in  weir  immediate  neighborhood 
would  keep  their  notes  no  longer  than  they 
could  get  rid  of  them ;  'and  yet  we  were  called 
on  to  aep<»it  the  treasures  of  Government,  the 
common  property  of  the  people,  in  banks  like 
these.  That  the  oorreocy  of  tiie  nation  was 
in  a  deplorable  ocmdition,  all  admitted;  bat 
the  remedy  was  the  subject  of  dispute.  The 
qaestimi  waa  one  of  vast  magnitude,  and  of 
vital  tanportaace  to  the  people  of  the  naticHL 
and  it  was  deeply  to  be  r^^tted  that  it  should 
have  become  mixed  with  politics;  but,  an- 
fortanately.  It  had  so,  and  all  the  Svils  were 
charged  upon  the  present  Administration ;  how 
jnstly,  would  be  mt  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
peo|>le  to  determine.  What  had  the  Adminis- 
tration sought  to  do  f  Merely  to  increase  the 
metallic  currency,  which  it  had  effected  to  a 
very  oonsiderable  extent,  and  to  sappress  the 
issue  of  small  notes.  This  was  all  that  had 
been  done  by  the  present  or  past  Administra- 
tion to  derange  the  currency  of  the  country. 
Some  gentiemen  contended  that  it  was  "  tamper- 
ing with  the  currency  "  that  had  bronght  <m  ita 
preaent  deranged  state.  As  weD,  sara  Ur. 
might  we  oho^  temperance  sodeties  with  all 
the  drm^nnesa  that  oeonrred,  beoanse  they 
were  tamperiiv  with  sobriety. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRS8ENTATIVE8. 

Wbdnebdat,  February  14. 

860  JntirSlmerjf  and  anti-Tutu  AanuxaUoa 

Pititiom. 

"itr.  John  Q.  Adamb  stated  that  he  had  before 
him  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  petitions, 
signed  by  between  thirty-four  and  thirty-five 
thoosand  names,  which  he  had  been  reqnest- 
ed  to  present  to  this  Hoose.  He  wished  to  do 
so  witii  as  Uttle  eonsomptimi  of  the  time  of 
the  House  as  posribk.  He  had,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  alter  the  manner  parsaed  heretofwe 
in  presenting  petitions  separately,  one  by  oae^ 
annonnchig  the  place  from  which  the  petitions 
came,  the  name  d  the  first  petitioner,  and  the 
number  ot  names  signed  to  such  petitions; 
instead  of  whidi  he  proposed  now  to  offer  them 
by  dasses,  stating  the  number  of  petitions  in 
each  class,  and  as  wdl  as  he  conld,  the  number 
of  petitioDws  indoded  in  each.  He  wonld 
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state,  however,  that  he  HaA  a  oooaiderable 
nomber  of  petitiona  in  relation  to  which  he 
himself  entertidned  doubts  as  to  wbether  th^ 
oame  under  the  general  order  of  the  Honse^ 
wbidi  prescribed  that  peUtions  of  a  certain 
description  shoold  be  Uda  npcm  the  table  withr 
oat  reading,  or  anr  other  action  of  the  House 
being  taken  npcm  uiein.  It  has  happened,  that 
in  ooDseqaence  of  the  decisim  of  this  and 
former  Honses  of  Congress  in  relatioD  to  the 
light*  of  petition,  a  ^reat  degree  of  ezoit«nent 
has  been  prodaced  in  a  ceitain  portion  of  the 
country,  and  the  effect  of  this  proceeding,  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  and  of  the  excitement 
occasioned  hy  them,  had  tended-Tery  much  to 
multiply  these  petitions,  which  the  Hoose  ap- 
pears to  be  BO  little  disposed  to  receive  and  to 
treat  in  the  manner  in  which,  in  his  c^inion, 
all  renieotfal  and  deoent  p^itions  ought  to  be 
taeated.  Oneof  theeonseqnenoesof  thisoonrse 
of  proceedings  on  tbe  part  <rf  the  Hoose  was^ 
that  petitions  were  sent  to  him  of  an  anony- 
mous character,  ambiguous  and  eqnivocaL 
These  were  of  two  descriptions.  One  descrip- 
tion eame  from  a  geogiw>hicaI  portion  of  this 
country  very  much  attached  to  tbe  right  of 
petition,  and  opposed  to  the  order  of  the  Honse 
on  this  Bbbjec^  and  some  of  them  would  not 
oome  under  that  rule. 

Mr.  PiOKBNs  desired  to  know  if  this  question 
was  to  be  opened  np  in  this  direct  manner,  that 
he  might  be  prepared  to  meet  it 

The  Ohaib  stated  what  the  usual  course  was 
in  relation  to  the  presentation  of  petitions, 

Kr.  Adahb  prcHoeeded  to  present  his  peti- 
tions, some  separately,  and  some  by  chuses, 
srane  of  which  were  refbnred.  Those  which 
related  to  the  questicm  of  slavery  were  kUd  on 
the  taUe,  under  order  of  the  House ;  those  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  those  pray- 
ing for  a  repeal  of  tbe  order  of  the  ^f>use,  and 
all  others  which  were  supposed  to  relate  in 
any  way  to  slavery,  were  uud  on  the  taUe,  on 
motions  made  to  wat  effect 

Fbidat,  Febmary  16. 
Northern  Frontier. 

Hr.  HowAKD  stated  tiiat  he  had  received  last 
ai^t  a  oonunnnioation  from  tiie  Secretary  of 
war,  endocdng  some  pi4>er8^  whii^  satisfied 
him  that  it  was  his  duty  to  move  the  ^Nose  to 
suspend  its  role,  in  ordw  to  take  up  tiie  biU 
now  for  tiie  pi^servatUm  of  peace  on  our  fron- 
tier. The  purport  of  the  papers  was  to  show 
that  an  expedition  was  preparing  on' the  south 
side  of  Lake  Erie  to  invade  Canada,  and  the 
information  rested  upon  the  authority  of  an 
eye  witness,  a  naval  officer,  who  saw  the  as- 
semblage, their  collection  of  arms,  and  saw 
them  in  march. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Kr.  HowAKD  explained  the  principles  of  the 
bill  and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  F<n«ign  AiEaos^  which  amendment 
Iw  himself  did  not  £ael  rery  B(dicitoD8  about 


[2&ni  Com. 

Tbe  great  ot^ect  which  the  committee  in 
view  was  to  provide  the  means  of  execs^i^ 
our  duties  towards  other  ooantiie^  witho« 
intarferii^F  witii  what  had  in  Uus  ooBBby 
always  been  ocmrideied  a  legal  and  jostifiaUs 
trade  between  the  dtizens  of  this  and  of  a 
fbrei^  country,  and  it  was  the  CMisideratiM 
of  this  p(Hnt  which  had  cansed  much  delay  and 
difficulty  in  the  eranmlctee.  When  two  natioas 
are  engaged  in  war,  the  right  of  the  merchants 
of  this  country  to  fumiah  either  party  with 
provisions  and  munitions,  had  always  been 
olumed  and  exercised,  and  there  was  no  dis- 
position in  tbe  committee  to  infringe  this  ri^ 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  have  thb 
ri^t  remain  upon  the  same  footing  od  which 
it  fwrnerly  stood ;  but  at  the.  same  time  our 
Qovemment  was  bound  to  prevent  our  citizens 
from  interfering  in  the  affairs  of  a  n^hboring 
GoTttiuneat,  fw  the  purpose  of  luning  up 
huorreotaon— of  keeping  up  a  rivU  war.  u 
this  was  permitted  to  be  dcme,  the  war  nridit 
be  rolled  back  upon  us,  and  we  would  wasm 
for  the  indisoreticMi  of  a  few  of  our  atixens. 

■  Ur.  HoLSBT  thon^t  we  ought  to  pause  be- 
fore we  made  any  fundamental  alto^on  is 
those  principles  in  rdUition  to  oar  export  trad^ 
which  had  existed  since  the  foandati<Hi  of  car 
Government  He  considered  that  our  dtisflBS 
had  a  perfect  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  with 
either  of  the  belligerent  parties  in  a  neigiibor- 
ing  Gtovemm^t,  where  a  foreign  war  existed, 
witiiont  affeoting  the  neutrality  of  the  Goven- 
meot ;  andi  he  would  bo  sorry  to  see  any  re> 
strictiona  imposed  iqKn  this  just  and  pnper 
trade^  suoh  as  fae  foarad  thia  biU  would  inmosa 
The  prtqwr  provishm  to  make  on  this  so^iect, 
wmda  be  to  prevent  our  dtizena  from  iDta<- 
foring  personally  In  a  dirouto  in  a  neagfaborias 
Government;  but  this  bill  went  far  bejcM 
that,  and  put  it  in  the  power  of  this  Govsn- 
ment,  or  the  officers  of  the  Government,  to 
seize  any  veesels  having  on  board  arms,  or  aay 
other  things  which  it  was  supposed  it  was  eoo- 
veying  into  a  neighl)oring  territory,  for  tlte 
purpose  of  being  used  there  for  carrying  on  the 
war.  He  was  not  disposed  to  go  thia  &r  ia 
plaoiiw  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Govemmoit,  or 
the  <mioers  oS  the  Government,  to  noe  thii 
discretionaiT-  power  to  the  pr^diee  d  ths 
odtiiBenf  or  ma  ieiauro  of  the  property  of  As 
dtisen.*!  Our  tUtSatm  had  a  pwnct  ri^t  tp 
trade  with  mtber  of  tiw  contending  parties  to 
a  war  which  ndght  be  going  on  on  the  oooti- 
nent  of  Europe,  without  compromitttng  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States;  and  he  would 
not  now  OMisent,  by  his  vote,  to  have  such 
restrictions  as  were  proposed  by  this  bill  im- 
posed on  the  citizens  of  this  oountry.  The 
framers  of  our  oonstitntion  had  guarded  oar 
export  trade  so  that  no  restrictions  shoold  be 
imposed  upon  it  in  the  shi^  <^  a  tax ;  snd 
why  should  we  in  this  manner  attempt  to  place 
restrictions  upon  it,  in  coutraventicm  of  the 
^irit  <rf  the  oonatitotiM,  if  not  of  the  letter 
of  it 
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Ur.  Looios  reviewed  the  oircainstaaoes  con- 
aeeted  with  the  reoea{  distorbanceB  upon  the 
Oanada  fr(Hitier.  There  was  a  long  line  of 
frontier,  separating  the  two  countries  from 
each  other,  yet  placing  so  narrow  a  barrier 
between  them,  as  to  render  it  impossible  that 
local  distorbanoes  breaking  oat  on  one  i^e  cS 
that  line  should  not  spreaa  to  the  other.  The 
kJiabitants  of  the  American  nde  were  pecn- 
Harly  sensitive  on  this  p<^t  Tb^  naHve 
love  of  liberty,  and  deep-rooted  hatred  of  tyr- 
:iimy,  were  inflamed,  very  naturally,  whenever 
an  appeal  was  made  to  those  noble  prinmples. 
Thus  it  happened  that  they  were  very  easily 
l«d  to  take  a  deep  Interest,  if  not  an  active 
part,  in  those  strnf^les. 

He  deemed  the  bill  inefficient  to  answer  the 
end  it  professes  to  reach.  What  did  it  propose 
to  dot  To  give  to  United  States  marshals, 
depaty  marslials,  and  other  officers,  power  to 
seize,  withont  process  of  law,  or  any  other 
limitation  than  their  own  individual  discretion, 
any  vessel,  or  vehicle,  suspected  of  being  used 
for  the  purpose  of  bearing  arms  or  mnnitimu 
of  war  mto  'tlie  oontermioons  country,  to  idd 
{a  Its  civil  contests,  and  to  detun  them  until 
satisfactory  anrety  shonld  be  given  lhat  they 
shoold  not  oe  used.  Snppose  the  officer  in 
whom  this  extraordinary  power  was  vested,  to 
have  exercised  hia  discretion,  and,  in  execu- 
tion of  this  power,  to  have  seized  the  property 
of  a  citizen:  what  does  the  latter  do?  The 
bonds  are  fixed ;  it  may  be  assumed,  fairly 
fixed ;  the  surety  is  found,  and  the  party  pro- 
ceeds on  his  way  over  the  line,  into  uie  a^join- 
inff  country,  in  the  very  face  and  eyes  of  the 
omoers  of  Government  "Who  is  to  prevent 
this  i  Nothing  in  this  law  ^es  any  power  of 
invrentaon  to  anybody.  What  becomes  of 
tiie  bfmdt  It  is  in  tlu  hands  of  one  of  these 
officm ;  perhaps  it  may,  by  good  fortone,  have 
been  pnt  into  the  hands  m  a  district  attorney. 
Bow  is  he  to  know  whether  the  obligation  has 
b«ui  vifdated — the  bmd  broken  ?  How  is  he 
to  prove  that  these  arms  or  munitions  of  war, 
or  whatever  elso  had  been  seized  and  given  up 
npon  the  bond,  have  been  nsed  in  the  manner 
designated?  Does  his  jurisdiction  extend  to 
the  only  place  where  these  facta  can  be  as- 
certained— beyond  the  lineY 


IK  SEKATE. 

MoxDAT,  February  19. 
Pottp<mement  of  ths  8ui-Trea$ury  Bill, 

Iff.  BcOBAiriH  addressed  the  Senate :  I  rise 
to  present  to  the  Senate  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  I  received 
from  Qovernor  Bitner  on  yesterday  afterooon, 
reqnesting  their  Representatives  in  Congress, 
and  instructing  their  Senators,  "  to  vote  and 
use  their  influence  for  a  postponement,  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  of  the  act  introdnoed 
by  the  Hon.  Bilas  Wbight,  of  Kew  York, 
commonly  called  the  Sab-Treasury  bill,  or  any 


other  act  or  acts  of  a  similar  diaraoter ;  and 
that  they  vote  at  this  session  for  uo  act  of  a 
similar  nature."  The  Legislature  also,  by  the 
same  resolution,  declared  that  they  luive  ftdi 
confidence  in  Mabtin  Van  Bvbbk,  and  in  the 
wisdom  and  intelligence  of  their  Democratio 
SautOTS  and  Reimaentatives  in  Ootupvss;" 
and  fhrther  instmet  and  request  their  Senators 
and  Bcftresentatives  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode 
of  receiving,  keeping,  and  disbuTNUg  the  pablle 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable^ 
the  banks  from  the  Government" 

I  feel  confident  that  the  Senate  will  pardon 
me,  considering  the  peculiar  positicm  in  wb&otk 
I  am  placed,  for  making  a  few  remarks  in  ex- 
planation of  the  course  which  I  intend  to  pur- 
sue under  this  resolution.  It  is  well  known, 
both  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country,  that  at 
the  last  session  of  Oongress,  I  presented  my 
views  in  detail  in  favor  of  a  separation  of  the 
Treasury  from  all  banks,  as  fiscal  agents  of 
the  Government  Vy  opinion  upon  uiis  sub- 
ject renuuns  nnc^ianged :  u^,  it  has  been  con- 
firmed by  aabseqnent  events  and  snbaeqaent 
reflections.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Senatta-  from  New  Yorit, 
as  it  has  been  since  amended,  I  think,  in  the 
main,  it  is  well  calculated  to  cany  into  practice 
this  principle  of  separation.  Whilst  it  increase* 
Executive  patronage  to  a  very  small  extent, 
and  no  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  its  principles,  it  confers  no 
power  whatever  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  over  the  public  money,  except  that 
which  he  has  exercised  ever  since  the  orinn 
of  the  pressent  Government ;  and  a  provimon. 
of  the  bill,  which  has  never  existed  heretofore, 
renders  it  imposuble  that  the  ordinary  Treas- 
nry  drafts  which  are  delivered  to  tim  pobUc 
creditors  shoold  ever  be  used  as  eorraicj. 
With  some  farther  amendments,  which  I  need 
not  now  q>ecify,  bnt  which  I  had  intended  to 
move,  on  a  proper  occasion,  I  should  have  given 
a  cheerful  support  to  this  bill.  Bat  I  am  in- 
structed :  and  it  remtuns  for  me  to  dedde 
what  course  I  ought  to  pursne,  under  this 
change  of  circumstances. 

Ever  since  I  was  capable  of  forming  an  opin- 
ion upon  this  subject,  I  have  believed  that  tho 
LM^fuatdres  of  the  several  States  hsd  a  ridbt 
to  ustruct  their  Senators.  In  my  opinion,  tnia 
right,  results  from  the  very  nature  of  our  con- 
stitution,  which  is  a.Fedend  compact  between 
distinot  and  aovere^  States.  It  has  wm. 
been  oonsidored,  with  bnt  fyw  ezo^ions,  a 
fundamental  article  in  the  pcditioBl  creed  of 
that  party  to  which  I  am  proud  to  belong.  I 
have,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  the  £aoe  of 
the  Senate  and  before  the  country,  often  ex- 
pressed this  (pinion ;  and  I  shaH  neveppreadb 
one  doctrine  of  political  fidtii,  and  pvaetise 
another. 

I  know  that  some  of  my  most  valued  friends 
in  Pennsylvania  who  hold  the  right  of  initmc- 
tion  to  be  sacred,  are  of  opinion,  that,  under 
the  peonliar  ciroamstaneea  of  this  case,  I  ought 
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to  ^sobey  these  mstrnctiODi.  Bat  do  thej  not 
perceire  that  if  the  Senate  can  look  behind  bis 
mstmotions,  the  right  is  at  once  abandoned  ? 
Under  the  pretext,  or,  if  70a  please,  nnder  the 
honest  belief,  that  they  do  not  speak  the  Toice 
of  the  people,  or  that  the?  have  been  cormptty 
or  impr(n>erl7-  obbdned,  a  Senator  could  always 
Jnstify  himedf  to  hinuelf  for  disobedioioe.  I 
ahall,  therefore,  not  disobey  mj  instmotions. 
If  J  only  altematiTe,  then,  is  either  to  obey  or 
toreriga. 

Upon  qnestions  of  mere  expediency,  in  which 
no  constltational  principles  are  inTolved,  it 
onght  to  be  a  rery  strong  case  to  indnce  the 
Senator  to  abandon  his  post.  If  every  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  the  Senator  and  his 
Legislatare  should  prodace  this  effect,  the  right 
of  iDstmction  itself  would  soon  grow  into  dis- 
repate,  and  the  Senatorial  term  of  six  years,  as 
fixed  .by  the  constitntjon,  would  terminate 
whenever  soch  a  conflict  of  opitUon  should 
arise. 

I  can  conceive  of  extreme  cases  la  which,  on 
^isitionB  of  mere  expediency,  an  honorable 
man  might  feel  faimselif  disgraced  in  even  be- 
coming the  agent  to  give  the  vote  of  his  State. 
Ko  person,  of  any  party  with  whom  I  have 
omversed,  considers  the  present  to  be  such  a 
otte ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  my  own  opinion 
upon  this  snbject  by  the  example  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Gbundt.)  I  shall,  there- 
fore, obey  my  instructions  honesUy  and  in  good 
fidth ;  and,  like  him,  on  every  question  of  pro- 
posed amendments,  shall  give  such  a  vote  as  a 
fidr  and  honorable  opponent  of  the  bill  oqght, 
in  my  Judgment,  to  give. 

The  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  have  shown 
to  the  world  that  they  justly  appredate  the 
merits  of  the  statesman  whom  uie  pec^le  of 
tin  United  States  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  Government,  by  declaring  "  their  fhll  con- 
fidence in  Habtin  Van  Buben."  Such  a  well- 
deserved  tribute  to  superior  merit  might  be 
considered  as  the  incense  of  flattery,  nad  it 
been  oflbred  by  his  political  ftiends.  The  re- 
verse is  the  case  upon  the  present  occasion. 
The  resolution  containing  this  exprMsion  of 
confidence,  on  its  final  passage,  received  the 
vote  of  every  Opposition  member  of  the  Hoase 
of  Representatives,  and,  I  am  informefl,  of  the 
Senate,  whether  Whig  or  Antimason,  and  was 
approved  by  Joseph  Kitner,  Governor.  Thus, 
even  his  very  enemies  are  made  to  praise  him. 

A  compliment  equally  well  deserved  is  paid 
by  the  resolation  to  the  Democratic  p<»1aon  of 
the  Sepresentatives  of  the  State  in  Congress. 
I  heartily  commend  the  Legislature  fo  rexpress- 
iii^  fall  confldenco  in  their  wisdom  and  intelli- 
gence.  A  moro  Arm,  futhfiQl,  intelligent,  and 

Cotic  set  of  men  has  never  represented 
isylvania. 

We  are  also  instructed,  in  the  concludon  of 
the  resolution,  "  to  vote  for  such  a  mode  of 
receiving,  keeping,  and  disburiing  the  public 
moneys,  as  will  separate,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  banks  from  the  Ooverament,"  Now  it  is 


our  duty,  if  possible,  to  reconcile  and  render 
consistent  the  first  with  the  last  clanse  of  the 
instruction,  and  to  give  to  each  of  them  its 
proper  weight.  My  conception  of  their  mean- 
ing, when  thus  furly  construed,  is,  that  whibt 
we  are  bound  to  oppose  the  separation  d  the 
banks  from  the  dovemment  in  tlie  manner  pio* 
posed  by  the  bill  of  the  SenabHr  frmn  New 
York,  or  by  any  Inll  <tf  s  rimilar  nature,  yet  we 
are  equally  iostmoted  to  support  any  outer  and 
different  "mode  of  recdvmg,  keeping,  and 
disbursing  the  public  moneys,  which  will  sepa- 
rate, as  far  as  practicable,  the  banks  from  the 
Government."  In  short,  the  Legislature  are 
friendly  to  such  a  separation ;  but  tber  are 
opposed  to  its  accomplishment  in  the  manner 
proposed  by  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate. 
Whether  any  other  practicable  mode  of  effect- 
ing this  separation  can  be  devised,  I  shall  not  at 
present  pretend  to  say. 

Mr.  BuoHANAB  presented  the  resolutions,  and 
^ve  notice  that  he  would,  at  t^e  firrt  coovoi- 
lent  opportnnity,  after  consulting  his  coDeague, 
move,  in  obedieoiee  to  his  insbuctiona,  to  post- 
pone  the  bill  reported  by  the  Senior  from 
New  Todc,  nntil  the  next  session  of  Congrm. 

Mr.  'Vn^LEEB  presented  the  credenti^s  of 
the  Hon.  J.  F.  Tsottkb,  Senator  elect  frtna 
Mississippi.  Mr.  Tbottbb  was  then  duly  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat 

Ind^endmt  TreoMury. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  was  entitied  to  the 
floor,  and  after  some  preliminary  observstiwis, 
went  on  to  say : 

Bitiierto,  I  have  eonddered  this  new  prtneet 
as  it  is,  according  to  its  true  nature  and  dar- 
acter,  and  what  it  must  inevitably  become.  I 
"have  not  examined  It  as  It  is  not,  bnt  as  ila 
friends  would  represent  it  to  be.  Thej  hdd 
out  the  idea  that  it  is  a  rimple  con tri vane*  to 
collect,  to  keep,  and  to  disburse,  the  pnUic  rev- 
enne.  In  that  view  of  it,  every  eonsideratien 
of  sidSety  and  security  recommends  the  agtney 
of  responsible  corporations,  rather  than  the 
employment  of  ^articolar  individuals.  It  has 
been  shown,  during  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that  the  amonnt  which  has  been  lost  by  the 
defalcation  of  individuals  has  exceeded  three 
or  four  times  the  amonnt  of  alt  that  has  bees 
lost  by  the  local  banks,  althoagh  the  sums  con- 
fided to  the  care  of  individuals  have  not  been 

C'  ably  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount  that  has 
in  the  custody  of  the  local  banks.  And 
we  all  know  that,  during  the  forty  yean  of  the 
existence  of  the  two  Baiucs  of  the  United  States, 
not  one  cent  was  lost  oS  the  puUle  revenue. 

Who,  Mr.  Freddent,  are  the  most  con?picooTES 
of  those  who  perseveringly  pressed  thi?  bill 
upon  Oongress  and  the  American  people  t  Its 
drawer  is  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  the 
white  house  not  far  off;  its  endorser  is  tbe 
distinguished  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  here 

S resent   What  the  drawer  thinks  of  the  en- 
orser,  his  cautious  reserve  and  stifled  enmity 
prevent  us  from  knowing.  But  the  frankness 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Id  Stm,} 

of  the  endorser  has  not  left  as  in  the  same  ig- 
uorasce  with  respect  to  his  opinion  of  the 
drawer.  Ho  has  often  expressed  it  upon  the 
floor  of  the  Senate.  On  an  occasion  not  verj 
distant,  denying  to  him  anj  of  the  nohler  qnal- 
Uiee  of  the  royal  beast  of  the  forest,  he  attrib- 
uted to  him  those  vhloh  belong  to  the  most 
crafty,  moat  sknUan^,  and  one  the  meanest 
of  the  qnadmped  tnbe.  ilr.  President,  it  is 
dne  to  myself  to  say,  that  I  do  not  altogether 
share  with  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina 
in  this  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  I  have  always  foond  him,  in  his  man- 
ners and  deportment,  civil,  ooorteoas,  and  gen- 
tlemanly ;  and  he  dispenses,  in  the  noble  man- 
sion which  he  now  occapiea,  one  worthy  the 
residence  (tf  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a  great 
people,  a  generous  and  liberal  hospitality.  An 
aoqountance  with  him  of  more  than  twenty 
years*  doratiou  has  inspired  me  with  a  respect 
for  the  man,  althongh,  I  r^ret  to  bo  comp<uled 
to  say,  I  detest  the  magistrate; 

The  doqttent  Senator  from  Sontb  OaroUna 
has  intimated  the  coarse  <^  my  friaids  and  my- 
tel^  in  oppodng  this  bill,  was  nnpataiotio.  and 
that  we  ooght  to  have  followed  in  his  lead; 
and,  in  a  late  letter  of  his,  he  has  spoken  of  his 
alliance  with  as,  and  of  his  motives  for  quitting 
it.  I  cannot  admit  the  jostioe  of  his  reproadi. 
We  miited,  indeed,  tliere  were  any  alliance 
ia  the  case,  to  restrain  the  enormoos  expansion 
of  Exeoative  power ;  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
ccNTuption;  torebokensorpation;  and  to  drive 
the  Ooths  and  Vandals  from  the  capital;  to 
expel  Brennas  and  his  horde  from  Bome,  who, 
when  he  threw  his  sword  into  the  scale,  to  aog- 
ment  the  ransom  demanded  from  the  Mistress 
of  the  worid,  shoved  his  preference  for  gM ; 
that  he  was  a  bard-money  chi^tain.  It  was 
by  the  mnoh  more  valoable  metal  ct  iron  that 
he  was  driven  from  her  gates.  And  how  often 
have  we  witnessed  the  Senator  from  Soath  Oar- 
oUna,  with  woefhl  coontoianoe,  and  in  doleAil 
Btraias,  ponring  forUi  toachtii«  and  moomftil 
eloqneooe  on  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and 
the  downward  tendency  of  tiie  Repahlio  f  Day 
after  day,  in  the  Senate,  have  we  seen  the  dis- 
plays of  his  lofty  and  impassioned  eloquence. 
Aluioagfa  I  shared  laraely  with  the  Senator  in 
bis  ^>preliension  for  tbe  parity  of  oar  institn- 
tions,  and  the  permaoenoy  of  dvil  liberty,  dis- 
posed always  to  look  at  the  brighter  side  of 
human  affiiir^  I  was  stnnetimea  indined  to  hope 
that  the  vivid  imagination  of  tiie  Senatw  had 
dcq;iioted  tiie  dangers  by  which  we  were  enoom- 
paased  in  somewhat  stronger  oolors  than  tbey 
jnstiSed.  The  aidnons  contest  in  which  we 
were  so  long  engaged  was  abont  to  terminate 
in  a  glorioas  victory.  The  very  object  for 
wUch  tiie  alliance  was  formed  was  about  to  be 
acoomplished.  At  this  critical  moment  the  Sen- 
ate left  08 ;  he  left  as  for  the  very  purpose  of 

Ere  venting  the  soooess  of  tbe  common  cause, 
[e  took  ap  his  musket,  knapsack,  and  shot- 
pouch,  and  joined  the  other  party.  He  went, 
Wse^  foot^  and  dragotm,  and  he  himself  oom- 
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posed  the  whole  corps.  He  went,  as  bis  pres- 
ent most  distingoished  ally  commenced  witii 
bis  expunging  resolution,  tolitarjf  and  aloit^. 
The  earliest  instance  reoorued  in  history,  within 
my  recollection,  of  on  ally  drawing  o£f  his  forces 
from  the  oombined  army,  was  that  of  Achilles 
at  the  si^  <tf  Troy.  He  withdrew,  with  all  his 
troops,  and  remained  in  the  neighborhood,  in 
sullen  and  dignified  inactivity.  But  be  did  not 
join  the  Trojan  forces ;  and  when,  during  the 
prc^ess  of  the  siege,  bis  faithful  friend  fell  la 
oatUe,  he  raised  his  avenging  arm,  drove  the 
Trojans  back  into  the  ^tes  of  Troy,  and  satiated 
his  vengeance  by  slaying  Priam's  noblest  and 
dearest  son,  the  finest  bero  in  the  immortal 
Iliad.  But  Achilles  had  been  wronged,  or 
iroamned  himself  wronged,  in  the  person 
of  we  fjftir  and  beautiful  Briseis.  We  did  no 
wrong  to  the  distinguished  Senator  from  South 
OaroUna.  On  the  contrary,  we  respected 
him^  confided  in  bis  great  and  acknowledged 
abiUty,  his  uncommon  genius,  his  extensive  ex- 
perience, his  supposed  patriotism:  above  all, 
we  confided  in  his  stem  and  inflexible  fidelity. 
Nevertheless,  he  left  u^  and  Joined  our  com- 
mon opponents,  distrusting  and  distnuted.  He 
left  us,  as  he  tells  us  irrhis  Edgefield  letter,  be- 
cause the  victory  which  our  common  arms  were 
about  to  achieve,  was  not  to  enure  to  him  and 
bis  party,  but  exdosively  to  the  benefit  of  bis 
allies  and  their  cause.  I  thought  that,  actuated 
by  patriotism,  (that  noblest  of  human  virtoes,) 
we  had  been  contending  together  for  our  oom- 
mon  country,  for  her  violated  ri^ta,  her  threat- 
ened liberties,  her  prostrate  constitonon.  Never 
did  I  suf^Kise  that  personal  or  party  oonader^ 
tions  altered  into  our  views.  Whether,  if  vio- 
tory  shall  ever  agun  be  about  to  peron  upon 
the  itandard  of  ue  spc^  party,  (the  denomuuk 
tion  whidi  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  so  oft«n  given  to  his  present  allies,)  he  will 
not  feel  binuelf  c(»istrained,  by  the  principlei 
on  which  he  has  acted,  to  leave  tiiem,  beoanse  it 
may  not  enure  to  the  benefit  of  himself  and  bia 
party,  I  leave  to  be  adjusted  between  themselves. 

The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina was  plausible,  ingenious,  abstract,  meta- 
physical, and  generalizing.  It  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  adapted  to  the  bosoms  and  business 
of  human  life.  It  was  afirid,  and  not  very^i^ 
up  in  the  ur,  Mr.  President^  either ;  not  quite 
as  high  as  Mr.  Clayttm  was  in  his  hut  ascension 
in  his  balloon.  The  Senator  annoonoed  that 
there  was  a  ^le  alternative,  and  no  esoape  ' 
from  one  or  tbe  other  branch  of  it.  He  atiUied 
tiiat  we  most  take  the  bill  under  ocMuideratioa, 
ot  the  snbstitoto  {woposed  by  the  Senator  fr^m 
Virginia.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  statement  of 
the  case.  There  is  another  oourso  embraced  in  . 
neither  branch  of  the  Senator's  alternative ;  and 
that  course  is  to  do  nothing :  always  tbe  wisest 
when  you  are  not  certain  what  you  onght  to 
do.  Let  us  suppose  that  neither  branch  of  the 
alternative  is  accepted,  and  that  nothing  is 
done :  what,  thwu,  would  be  the  conseqnenoe  ? 
There  would  be  a  restoration  of  the  law  of 

Digitized  by  Google 


DICBATES  OF  CONGBBga 


62g 


ABBIBOMENT  OF  THE 


VteBiuBT,  188S.] 

1789,  'with  all  its  oaatiotis  provisioiis  and  seonri- 
ties,  provided  by  the  wisaom  of  oar  ancestors, 
irhioh  has  been  bo  trampled  npou  by  the  late 
and  present  Administratious.  By  that  law, 
estabuflhiiw  4he  Treasury  Separtm^t,  the 
treasure  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  received, 
kept,  and  diabniBed  bj  the  Treasurer,  under  a 
bond  vlth  unple  secnrity,  under  a  large  penalty 
fixed  by  law,  and  not  left,  as  tbis  bill  leaves  it, 
to  the  nncertiun  discretion  of  a  Secretary  of  the 
Treasory.  If,  therefore,  we  were  to  do  nothiog, 
that  law  wonld  be  revived;  the  Treasurer 
would  have  the  caatody,  aa  he  ought  to  have, 
of  the  public  money,  and  doubtless  be  would 
make  special  deppsita  of  it  in  all  inatancea  with 
safe  and  sound  State  banks,  as  in  some  cases 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  now  obliged  to 
do.  Thus,  we  shoold  have  in  operation  that 
very  special  deposit  system,  go  much  deured  by 
some  gentlemen,  by  which  the  ]^bUo  money 
wonld  remain  aepwated  and  nmmxed  with  the 
mcmey  of  banks.  There  is  yet  another  course, 
nnembnued  by  either  branoir  of  the  alternative 
prearoted  by  uie  Senator  from  South  Carolina^ 
and  that  is  to  establish  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  constituted  according  to  the  old  and  ^- 
proved  method  of  formfaig  such  an  institntion, 
tested  and  sanctioned  by  experience;  a  Bank 
<tf  the  United  States  which  should  blend  public 
and  private  interests,  and  be  subject  to  public 
and  private  control,  united  together  in  sn<dk 
manner  as  to  present  safe  and  salutary  checks 
against  all  abuses.  The  Senator  mistakes  his 
own  abandonment  of  that  institution  as  ours. 
I  know  that  the  party  in  power  has  barricaded 
itself  against  the  establishment  of  snoh  a  bank. 
It  adopted,  at  the  last  extra  season,  the  eztrar 
ordinary  and  unprecedented  resolution,  that 
the  people  <tf  tiie  United  States  should  not  have 
such  a  bank,  although  it  might  be  manifest  tJiat 
there  was  a  clear  mt^ori^  of  them  demanding 
it.  But  the  may  come,  and  I  trust  is  not 
distant,  when  ^e  will  of  the  people  mtist  pre- 
vail in  the  councils  of  their  own  Government ; 
and  when  it  does  arrive,  a  bank  will  be  estab- 
lished. 

The  Senator  from  South  Oaroliua  reminds  ua 
that  we  denounced  the  pet  bonk  system ;  and 
BO  we  did,  and  so  we  do.  But  does  it  therefore 
foUogr  that,  bad  as  that  system  was,  we  must 
be  dnven  into  the  acceptance  of  a  Etystem  infi- 
nitely worset  He  tells  na  that  the  Inll  onder 
,  eon^eration  takes  the  paUio  ftmda  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Executive^  and  ^laoea  than  in  tiie 
bands  of  the  law.  Itdoesnoiuehtidng.  They 
iffe  BOW  without  law,  it  is  tme,  in  the  onstody 
of  the  Executive ;  and  the  bill  proposes  by  law 
to  confirm  them  In  that  custody,  and  to  convey 
new  and  enormpus  powers  of  control  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive over  them.  Every  cnstodary  of  the 
public  fiinds  provided  by  the  bUl  is  a  creature 
of  the  ExecutiveL  dependent  upon  his  breath, 
and  subject  to  the  same  bre^  for  removal, 
whenever  the  Executive,  from  caprice,  from 
tyranny,  or  from  party  motives,  shall  choose  to 
ordw  it.  What  safety  is  there  for  the  public 
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money,  if  there  were  a  hundred  snbordinate 
executive  officers  chained  with  itii  care,  vhSst 
the  doctrine  of  the  abwlute  unity  of  the  whole 
Executive  power,  promulgated  by  the  last  Ad- 
ministratkm,  and  pernsted  in  by  this,  zenMons 
imreroked.  and  narebuked. 

Whilst  the  Senator  from  South  Oandina  pro- 
fesses to  be  tlie  ^end  of  State  banks,  be  has 
attacked  the  whole  banking  syeton  of  the 
United  States.  He  is  their  friend;  be  only 
thinks  they  are  all  nnconstitntiooal !  Wfajt 
Because  the  canning  power  is  possessed  by  tlie 
General  Govemment,  and  that  coining  power, 
he  argues,  was  intended  to  supply  a  curreocy 
of  the  precious  metals;  but  the  State  banks 
absorb  tlie  precious  metals,  and  withdraw  them 
from  droulation,  and,  therefore,  are  in  conflict 
with  the  coining  power.  That  pow^,  accord- 
ing to  my  view  of  it,  is  nothing  but  a  naked 
antiunrity  to  stamp  certain  pieces  of  the  pK«- 
dons  metsls,  in  fixed  proportions  tUaij  and 
pure  metal,  presoribed  by  law,  so  that  their 
exact  value  may  be  known.  When  that  oAce 
is  performed,  the  power  is  functut  officio;  the 
money  passes  oat  of  the  Hint,  and  becomes  the 
lawful  property  of  those  who  legally  acquire  it 
They  may  do  with  it  as  they  please,  throw  it 
into  the  ocean,  bnry  it  in  the  earth,  or  mdt  k 
in  a  crucible,  without  violating  any  law.  When 
it  has  once  left  the  vaults  of  the  mint,  the  law- 
maker has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  to  protect 
it  against  those  who  attempt  to  debaee  or  ooon- 
terfeit,  and,  subsequentiy,  to  pass  it  as  lawfU 
money.  In  the  sense  in  which  the  Senator  sop- 
posea  banks  to  ocmflict  with  the  coining  power, 
foreign  conuneroe,  and  en>eci8lly  oor  eomiaerea 
with  China,  oonflicts  with  it  much  mwe  exten- 
sively. Tw  is  the  gnat  abawbent  of  the  pi«- 
oions  metals,  and  le^  therefiwe,  mnoh  num  mi- 
oonstitationsl  than  the  State  banks.  Fweiga 
commerce  sends  them  out  of  the  country ;  bana 
retidn  tiiem  within  it.  The  distinguished  Sea* 
ator  is  no  enemy  to  the  banks ;  he  merely  tlunks 
them  ii^urious  to  the  morals  aud  indnatry  cl 
the  country.  He  likes  them  very  well,  but  ht 
nevertheless  believes  that  they  levy  a  tax  of 
twenty-five  millions  annually  on  the  indostiy 
of  the  ooxmtry  I  Let  us  examine,  Mr.  President, 
how  this  enormous  and  iniquitous  asseesmeut 
is  made,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  Sm- 
ator  from  South  Carolina.  He  states  that  then 
is  a  mass  d  debt  due  frxim  the  commmd^  to 
the  banks,  amoanting  to  >47o,000,00O,  the  ia- 
terest  upon  which,  constituting  about  that  soa 
ot  $26,000,000,  forma  the  exoepd(»iaUe  tax. 
Now,  this  sum  is  not  paid  by  the  whole  aooi- 
mnnity,  but  only  by  those  iodiriduals  who  ob- 
tain discounts  from  the  banks.  They  borrov 
money  at  six  per  cent,  interest,  and  invest  it  in 
profitable  adventures,  or  otherwise  employ  it. 
They  wonld  not  borrow  it  if  they  did  not  sap- 
pose  they  could  make  profit  by  it ;  and  the 

f robability  is  that  they  do  make  profit  by  it. 
nstead,  therefore,  of  there  being  any  loss  in 
the  operation,  there  is  an.  actual  gain  to  the 
community,  by  the  excess  <tf  profit  made  be- 
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yond  lax  per  cent  interest,  which  they  pay, 
what  are  banks !  They  are  mere  organized 
^endee  for  the  loan  of  money  and  the  transao- 
tioa  of  monetary  bnsinees ;  regalated  agencies 
acting  under  the  prescriptions  of  law,  and  snb- 
jeet  to  a  respoiuibili^,  moral  and  legal,  &r 
transoeDding  that  nnder  which  any  priTate  oap- 
StidisC  operates.  A  mimber  of  persons  not  choo»> 
ing  to  lend  oat  their  money  ^rlratel^,  asBodate 
together,  bring  their  respective  capitals  into  a 
common  stock,  which  is  controlled  and  man- 
Med  by  the  corporate  government  of  a  bank. 
If  DO  association  whatever  had  been  formed,  a 
large  portion  of  tbla  capital,  a  large  portion, 
therefore,  of  that  very  debt  of  $476,000,000, 
would  Htill  exist,  in  the  shape  of  private  loans. 
The- Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  might  as  well 
collect  the  aggregate  amonnt  of  all  the  mort- 
gages, bonds,  and  notes  which  have  been  ex- 
ecuted in  the  United  States  for  loans,  and  assert 
that  the  interest  paid  upon  the  total  som  oon- 
■titated  a  tax  levied  nptui  the  conmianity. 

In  the  Uqnidatim  the  debt  dne  to  the 
hanks  frmn  the  oommnnity,  and  from  the  banks 
to  the  emnmnnify,  th«e  woold  not  be  as  mooh 
diffionlfy  as  the  Senator  seems  to  apprehend. 
From  the  mam  of  debts  dne  to  the  banks  are  to 
be  deducted,  first,  the  amonnt  of  sntMoriptions 
Thieh  oonstitnte  their  capitals ;  secondly,  the 
amonnt  of  deposits  to  the  credit  of  Indiviaoala 
in  their  custody ;  and,  thirdly,  the  amdnnt  of 
their  notes  in  circulation.-  How  easily  will 
these  mutual  debts  neutralize  each  other  I  The 
same  person,  in  nnmbwless  instances,  will  com- 
bine in  hiouelf  the  relations  both  ot  creditor 
and  debtor. 

The  only  general  operation  of  banks  beyond 
tfa^  discounts  and  deposits,  which  invades 
the  whole  oommnnl^,  is  that  of  fhmishing  a 
ciroolation  in  ledeemable  p^r,  beyond  the 
amonnt  d  specie  to  redeem  it  in  titeir  vaults. 
And  can  it  he  doubted  that  this  additional  sup- 
ply ot  money  fbn^es  a  powerAiI  stimulus  to 
mduatry  and  production,  fiilly  compensating 
any  casnal  inconveniences,  which  sometimes, 
though  rardy,  oocnr  I  Banks  reduce  the  rate 
of  intwest,  and  repress  inordinate  usury.  The 
salutary  influence  of  banking  operations  is  de- 
monstrated in  countries  and  sections  of  country 
where  they  prevail,  when  contrasted  with  those 
in  which  they  are  not  fonnd.  In  the  former, 
all  is  bnstie,  activity,  general  prosperity.  The 
country  is  Iwaatified  and  adorned  by  the  noble 
wwks  of  internal  improvement ;  the  dties  are 
filled  with  qilMkdid  edifieesi  and  the  wharves 
covered  with  tiie  riob  produetions  of  our  own 
OToffiireigndimateB.  In  the  latter,  all  Is  slug- 
gishness, uothfulness,  and  inactivity.  En^and, 
ui  modern  time,  illustrates  the  great  advantages 
of  banks,  of  credit,  and  of  stiraolated  indnsbry. 
Contrast  her  with  Spain,  destitute  of  all  those 
advantages.  In  ancient  times,  Athens  would 
present  an  image  of  fhU  and  active  employment 
of  all  the  energies  of  man,  carried  to  tlie  hij^> 
est  point  of  avilization,  while  her  neighbor, 
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Sparta,  with  her  iron  money,  affords  another 
of  the  boasted  benefits  of  metaillio  circulation. 

The  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina  would  do 
the  banks  no  harm ;  bnt  they  are  deemed  by 
him  highly  ipjurions  to  the  planting  interest  t 
According  to  him,  they  inflate  prices,  and  tiie 
poor  planter  sells  his  productions  for  hard 
money,  and  has  to  puioluue  his  sappUas  at  the 
swollen  prices  produced  by  a  wpw  medium. 
Now,  I  must  diuei^  ^tc^ether  iltmn  the  Sena- 
tor's statement  <tf  the  case.  England,  the  prin- 
cipal oustomw  of  the  pisnter,  Is  quite  as  mud), 
if  not  more,  a  paper  oountry  than  ours.  Ana 
the  paper-mon^  prioes  of  the  one  oountry  are 
neutraUzed  by  the  paper-money  prices  of  the 
other  country.  If  the  argument  were  true, 
that  a  paper-money  oountry  trades  disadvan- 
tageously  with  a  hard-money  country,  we  ought 
to  continue  to  employ  a  paper  medium,  to 
counterbalanoe  the  paper  medium  of  England. 
And  if  we  were  to  banbh  our  paper,  and  sut>- 
stitute  altiwether  a  metallic  currency,  we  should 
be  ei^Kisea  to  the  ve^  inequality  which  has 
been  indsted  upon.  But  there  is  nothing  In 
that  view  of  tiie  matter  which  is  presented  1^ 
the  Senator  from  Sonth  Oarolina.  I£  as  he 
asserts,  prices  were  alwi^s  inflated  in  this 
countiT  beyond  tiielr  standi  in  England,  the 
rate  of  exchange  would  be  oonstaoufy  ag«nst 
OS.  An  examination,  however,  into  the  actual 
state  of  exchange  between  the  two  countries, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  evinces  that  it  has 
generally  been  in  our  favor.  In  the  direct  trade 
between  England  and  this  country,  I  have  no 
doubt  there  is  a  large  annual  balance  against 
us ;  but  that  balance  is  equated  and  liquidated 
by  balances  in  our  &vor  in  otiier  branches  of 
our  fweign  trade,  which  have  finally  conoen* 
trated  In  TgfigiMif,  as  the  great  oeaitie  of  the 
oomramial  world. 

Of  all  the  interests  and  branch<»B  of  industry 
in  this  country,  none  has  profited  more  by  the 
use  and  employment  of  credit  and  coital 
doived  from  banks  and  other  sources,  than  the 
planting  interest  It  habitually  employs  credit 
ID  all  countries  where  planting  agriculture  pre- 
vails. The  States  of  Alabama,  Misdsdppi,  Ar- 
kansas, and  Louisiana,  have  almost  sprung  into 
existenoe,  as  it  were,  by  msd^c,  or,  at  least, 
have  been  vastly  improved  and  extended  under 
the  influence  of  tne  credit  system.  Lands, 
slaves,  utensils,  beasts  of  burden,  and  other 
supplies,  have  been  ooistantly  btfaght,  and  stiJl 
continue  to  be  purchased,  iqion  credit;  aod 
bank  agency  is  all-essential  to  give  the  moat 
benefl(&l  <»>erati{m  to  these  credits^  Bnt  the 
argument  <»  the  Senator  from  Sonth  Cardina. 
which  I  am  combating,  would  not  be  correct, 
if  it  were  true  that  we  have  inflated  prices  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  without  a  correspond- 
ing inflation  of  price  on  the  other  side ;  because 
the  planter  generally  selling  at  home,  and  buy- 
ing at  home,  the  proceeds  of  his  sale,  whatever 
tiiey  may  be,  constitute  the  means  by  which 
be  effects  his  purchases,  and  oonseqnently  neu- 
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tralize  each  other.  In  what  do  we  of  the 
West  receive  payment  for  tlie  immense  qnantity 
of  live  stock  and  other  prodnoe  of  our  industry, 
whioh  we  annaally  sell  to  the  South  and  Sontb- 
but  that  pi^er  mediiun  now  so  mnch  de* 
and  denonneed?  The  Senatw from Bootb 
Carolina  ia  very  fond  of  the  fitate  banks ;  but 
he  thinks  there  is  no  legitimate  oarrency  except 
ih&t  of  the  constitatioD.  He  contends  that  the 
power  which  the  Government  possesses  to  im- 
pose taxes  restricts  it,  in  their  payment,  to  the 
receipt  of  the  precions  metals.  Bat  the  consti- 
tntloQ  does  not  say  so.  The  power  is  given  in 
broad  and  tmrestricted  terms :  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  left  at  liberty  to  collect  the  taxes  in 
whatever  mediom  or  commodity,  from  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case,  it  can  collect  them.  It  is, 
doabtless,  macb  the  moat  convenient  to  collect 
them  in  money,  because  that  represents,  or  can 
coinniand,  every  thing,  tiie  want  o£  which  is 
imi^ied  by  the  power  ot  taxation.  Bat  snp- 
pow  there  wm  no  money-  in  the  oamtty.  none 
whatever,  to  be  extend  by  the  tax-^wierers 
from  an  impoverished  people :  is  the  power  of 
Government  to  cease,  and  the  people  to  be 
thrown  back  Into  a  state  of  nature  ?  The  Sen- 
ator asks  if  taxes  could  be  levied  and  collected 
in  tobacco,  in  cotton,  and  other  commodities  ? 
Undonbtedly  they  could,  if  the  necesrity  exist- 
ed for  imoh  an  inconvenient  imposition.  Sndi 
ft  case  of  necessity  did  exist  in  the  colony  of 
Virginia,  and  other  colonies,  prior  to  the  Bevo- 
lution.  Slid  taxes  were  accordingly  levied  in 
tobaooo  or  otbw  oommoditiea^  as  wolf-scalps, 
eren  «t  thto  dqr,  cmnpoae  a  part  of  the  reveBue 
of  mare  than  one  State. 

The  arKoraent,  thw,  of  the  Smatw  afpdnst 
the  li^t  ct  the  Government  to  reoeive  bank 
notes  in  payment  of  public  dnes,  a  practice 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  the  Government^ 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  be  sound.  It  is  not 
accurate,  for  another  reason.  Bank  notes, 
when  convertible  at  the  will  of  the  bolder  into 
specie,  are  so  mnch  counted  or  told  specie,  like 
the  specie  which  is  counted  and  put  m  marked 
kegs,  denoting  the  qnantity  of  tneir  contents. 
The  Senator  tells  us  that  it  has  been  only  with- 
in a  few  days  that  he  has  discovered  that  it  is 
illegal  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment  of 
pablie  dues.  Does  he  think  that  the  usage 
the  GoTwnment  under  all  its  administradoos^ 
and  with  every  party  in  power,  which  has  pre- 
vailed for  nign  fifty  years,  ought  to  be  set  aside 
by  a  novel  theory  of  his,  just  dreamed  into 
existence,  even  if  it  possesses  the  merit  of  in- 
genuity t  The  bill  under  consideration,  which 
has  been  enlo^zed  by  the  Senator  as  perfect  in 
its  structure  and  details,  contains  a  provision 
that  bank  notes  shall  be  received  in  diminished 
roportdons,  during  a  term  of  six  years.  He 
imself  introdaoed  that  identical  principle.  It 
is  the  only  part  of  the  bill  that  is  emphatically 
bis.  How,  then,  can  be  contend  tbi^  it  is  nn- 
ooostitutional  to  receive  bank  notes  in  payment 
of  pnblic  dues  t  I  appeal  from  himself  to  him- 
Bel£  The  Senator  farther  contends^  that  gen- 


eral  deposits  cannot  be  made  with  banks,  nd 
be  thus  oonfoonded  with  the  general  mwacf 
the  funds  on  which  they  transact  bosincM. 
The  aramnent  supposes  that  the  mon^  eet 
lected  for  taxes  must  be  preserved  in  id^itify; 
but  that  is  impossible,  often,  to  do.  ICtf  not  a 
coUeotor  give  Ute  snull  change  whadi  m  ha 
received  from  one  tax-payer  to  another  tax- 
payer, to  enable  him  to  e^ct  ias  p^nmtt 
Hay  he  not  change  gold  for  silver,  or  c>m  venv, 
or  both,  if  he  be  a  distant  collector,  to  obtain 
an  undoubted  remittance  to  the  public  Treas- 
ury ?  What,  Hr.  President,  is  the  process  of 
makii^  deposits  with  haxiks  t  TBe  deposit  is 
made,  and  a  credit  is  entered  for  its  amount  to 
the  Government.  That  credit  is  mppoaed  to 
be  the  exact  equivalent  of  the  amount  dq)oeit- 
ed,  ready  and  forthcoming  to  the  Government 
whenever  it  is  wanted  for  the  purpoeea  <tf  dia- 
bnrsonent.  It  is  immaterial  to  the  Gorern- 
ment  whether  it  reocnTes  back  again  the  identieal 
money  put  in,  or  otiier  money  <rf  equal  -vitae. 
All  that  it  wants  is  what  h  put  in  Hie  bank,  or 
its  equivalent;  and  that,  in  ordinary  times,  irah 
such  prudent  banks  as  alone  ou^t  to  he  eeleot* 
ed,  it  is  sure  of  getting.  Agun :  the  Treasury 
has  frequently  to  make  remittances  to  foteign 
countries,  to  meet  the  expenditure  neoeonry 
there  for  our  naval  squadrons,  and  other  par- 
poses.  They  are  made  to  the  l>&nker3,  to  the 
Barings  or  tiie  Bothscbilds,  in  the  form  <ii  biUa 
of  exuiange  purchased  in  the  market  hj  the 
agents  of  the  Govemmmt  here,  with  monej 
drawn  ont  of  the  Treasury.  Here  is  ooe  oon- 
verrion  d  the  mtm^y  received  front  the  tax- 
gatherer  into  the  Treasury.  The  mSk  ace 
trananitted  to  the  hankws,  honored,  paid,  aed 
the  amount  created  by  uiem  to  me  TiHtad 
States.  Are  the  bankers  bound  to  retain  the 

Eroceeds  of  the  bills  in  identity?  Are  tbtgr 
ound  to  do  more  than  cre^t  the  Goreniiacnt 
for  an  equal  amount,  for  whidi  they  stand 
re^KmmUe  whoever  it  is  wanted!  If  tl>^ 
should  happen  to  use  any  porticm  of  those  Tery 
proceeds  of  bills  remitted  to  them  in  thdr 
banking  operations,  would  it  be  drawing  mcaey 
fVom  the  Treasury,  contrary  to  the  jHTOvuiaaa 
of  the  oonstitBtion! 


HOUBB  OT  BXPKBSXSTATIVBS. 
Wbdnxsdat,  Febroary  21. 
yeutrtUItelatioTU. 

The  House  took  up  the  "Act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  '  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  punishment  of  oertun  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  and  to  repeal  the  acts  therebi 
mentioned.*" 

The  question  on  the  motion  d  Hr.  Wns  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  o£  the  Tbole 
was  taken,  and  disagreed  to. 

The  question  then  pending  was  the  substitute 
for  part  of  the  first  and  the  whole  of  the  Beoood 
sections  of  the  bill  submitted  by  Kr.  Pattox. 

Mr.  HowASD  stated  that  the  principles  on 
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■which  this  bill  was  based,  had  been  the  uni- 
form priDoipIos  of  this  Government  ever  since 
its  formation.  It  had  always  been  the  policy 
of  this  GovernmeDt  to  remain  at  peace  wiUk  all 
nations,  and  to  enforce  its  neutrality  whenever 
it  beoame  necessary  to  do  so.  This  principle 
-was  adopted  in  the  act  of  1794,  which  he  wished 
the  House  to  bear  in  mind.  At  that  time  this 
country  began  to  feel  the  sitoation  in  which  it 
was  placed,  by  being  oalled  npon  by  a  foreign 
power  to  enforce  its  nentrality.  Oongress  then 
passed  a  law  to  prevent  the  enlistment  of  men, 
vitluu  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  for 
tlM  purpose  of  oarrying  on  hostility  against  any 
GoTenunent  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace. 
Tins  bill  vested  power  in  the  President  to 

a ploy  the  army  and  navy  for  the  purpose  of 
oromg  this  law.  This  bill  then,  only  pro- 
Tided  for  the  prevention  of  the  fitting  out  of 
naval  expeditions,  and  the  enlisting  of  soldiers 
within  our  territory,  to  carry  on  war  against  a 
nation  with  which  we  might  be  at  peace.  Af- 
terwards, when  a  war  broke  out  between  France 
and  En^aud,  it  became  necessary  to  make  fur- 
tlier  provision  to  preserve  our  neutrality  in  con- 
■eqaeace  of  the  change  of  circumstances.  It 
then  became  necessary  to  prevent  the  fitting 
oat  of  privateers  in  our  wfUera;  and  in  addition 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1794,  it  beoame 
neeeaaary  to  vest  in  the  President  poww  to  an- 
tborize  the  oollectors  to  seize  upon  vessels  fit- 
ting out  in  our  waters.  Now,  the  face  of  things 
lias  again  change^  and  it  becomes  neoessary 
for  us  to  mate  farther  changes  in  oar  legisla- 
tion. In  consequence  of  the  small  number  of 
our  collectors  on  the  frontier,  it  became  neces- 
sary that  the  President  should  call  to  his  aid 
other  ofiicer&  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  onr 
neutrality.  It  beoame  necessary  for  oa  to  bring 
the  aid  of  the  civil  power  to  co-operate  with 
the  military  power  in  preserving  our  nentraUty, 
as  that  duty  is  now  conferred  almost  exclusively . 
on  the  military  power.  This  he  oonudered  to 
be  in^MTopw,  and  hoped  gentlemeii  were  not 
dirooaed  to  "keep  up  raoh  exhibitions  as  we  have 
had  for  the  last  few  weeka.  He  hoped  we  were 
not  to  have  a  body  of  armed  men  marching  to 
and  fro,  arresting  and  disarming  persons  who 
might  be  about  to  violate  our  neutrality,  when 
tiiatdaty  could  be  as  well  and  better  performed 
by  the  civil  authority.  We  have  recently  seen 
s  part  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  engaged 
in  marcblog  several  hundred  miles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arresting  and  dliarming  some  two  or 
three  hundred  persons,  who  bad  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  entering  Canada.  "Hiis  was  a 
i|>eotaole  which  he  did  not  deure  to  see  k^t 
up,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  make  such 
provision  speedily  as  would  supersede  the  ne- 
cmitj  of  moh  military  operations.  The  dvil 
authority,  he  muntained,  onght  flr^  to  be  ap- 
plied, and  wlien  it  fUled,  there  would  be  time 
enough  to  call  iu  the  dd  of  the  miUtary  power. 
The  civil  power,  howevw,  he  believed  would 
be  amply  aoffioiait  to  ^wrve  oar  neutral  rela- 
ticms  with  Canada. 


[FAmuxt,  1888. 

Kr.  Hbboxr  contended  that  the  power  under 
the  laws  1794  and  1818,  was  ample  for  the 
purpose  arresting  all  the  exi>editions  which 
might  be  undertaken  against  Canada.  The  de- 
fect was  not  in  the  law,  but  in  the  admini6tr&* 
tion  of  the  law.  It  was  with  infinite  surprise 
that  he  had  seen  the  Preudent  of  the  United 
States  call  upon  the  Governor  of  New  Yoric  to 
issue  his  proclamation  to  enforce  a  law,  when 
the  Executive  should  have  issued  bis  own  proo- 
lamation,  as  it  was  a  law  of  the  United  States 
which  was  to  be  enforced. 

Mr.  HoLSBT  conudered  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  GoTemment  to  preserre  its  neutrality  tow- 
ards all  nations  with  which  It  ml^t  be  at 
peace,  and  he  contended,  that  there  was  no 
way  of  doing  this  but  b^  the  Ctovemment  pre- 
vent^^  its  citizens  from  interfering  in  the  acairs 
of  foreign  Governments. 

This  principle  had  been  held  by  this  Govern- 
ment from  its  foundation,  and  be  would  ask 
gentlemen  if  they  were  prepared  now  to  pursue 
a  different  course  of  policy?  He  referred  to 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Madison,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Mr.  Knckney,  onr  min- 
ister at  that  time  in  Spain,  in  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison took  the  ground  that  it  was  the  du^ 
that  Government  not  onVy  to  restrain  its  own 
citizens  bom.  fitting  out  expeditions  ag^nst  fiw- 
eign  Governments,  with  whloh  that  Qovem- 
meat  might  bo  at  peace,  but  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  Government  to  restrain  formgnora 
within  their  borders  from  interfering  or  med- 
dling with  the  affairs  of  other  Govemmoits. 

Mr.  Adams  denied  tiiat  any  haste  was  neoes- 
sarr,  for  this  was  not  a  case  of  the  tomahawk 
and  Boalplng-knife  character.  Mr.  A.  went  on 
to  aivue  against  the  original,  though  he  be- 
lieved he  should  vote  for  the  modified  substi- 
tute to  the  first  section  submitted  bjr  Vr, 
LooMiB,  and  that  of  Mr.  Patton. 


Thuibdat,  February  22. 
JSTMtral  StJatieiu. 
The  question  pending  was  on  agreelDg  to  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Loows,  to  the  first 

section  of  the  hill. 

Hr.  TouoxT  Bud  it  had  been  ol{|ected  that 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  came  into  conflict  with  this  bill 
as  to  the  right  of  seizure.  He  apprehended, 
however,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  this 
objection,  as,  in  his  opinion,  the  fourth  article 
applied  merely  to  general  search  warrants^  and 
had  no  application  to  the  kind  of  seizures  re- 
ferred to  in  this  bill.  He  supposed  the  case  of 
an  embargo  law  being  passed,  wonid  any  we 
doubt  that  the  offioera  of  the  Govemment  would 
have  a  right  to  sose  Teasels  about  to  vidate 
that  law!  A^n :  in  the  ease  <rf  goods  about 
to  be  nnng^ed,  would  there  be  any  doubt  of 
the  right  of  Govemment  officers  to  seize  the 
goods?  This  was  his  idea  in  relation  to  this 
article  of  the  Constttation  of  the  United  States 
on  this  subject.  ■ 
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The  CoDBtltDtion  of  the  United  States  de- 
dares  that  the  right  of  the  people  to  hear 
arms  shall  remain  iDviol&te.  Then  how  does 
this  amendment  wply  to  the  case?  and  how 
are  tike  people  to  oe  secnred  in  their  r^ht  to 
bear  arms.  If  this  amendment  passed,  why,  if 
this  amendment  was  adopted,  say  citizen  of  the 
United  States  who  might  be  foond  with  anns 
or  munitions  of  war  in  his  possession,  and  he 
expressed  an  intention  of  asmg  them  in  cany- 
ing  on  hostilities  in  a  oontenniDous  country,  he 
is  guilty  of  a  high  crime  by  your  law,  and  snb- 
jeot  to  fine  and  imprisonment  Not  only  this, 
bat  if  he  ^as  any  wagon,  Teasel,  or  vehiole  of 
any  description,  and  he  says  he  is  going  to  use 
those  TOhldes  in  carrying  on  any  war  in  a  con- 
terminous territory,  they  are  liable  to  seizure, 
and  tLe  person  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $8,000,  and 
inrmiaonmait  for  three  years. 

These  were  the  prindples  of  this  amendment, 
and  these  were  principles  which  he  entirely 
detested  and  abhorred,  and  he  protested  again^ 
this  kind  of  l^slation.  Farther  than  this,  the 
amendment  under  consideration  would  apply 
in  a  most  odious  manner  to  persons  emigrating 
from  this  country  to  a  country  conterminous 
with  our  country.  If  a  citizen  of  this  country 
diould  attempt  to  pass  £eom  this  country  to 
l^ico  or  Texas,  and  hostility  should  be  going 
on  there,  he  nught  have  his  property  seized, 
and  hmuMf  fined  and  imprisoned  under  the  pro- 
Tisiona  o{  tiiis  section,  as  it  was  proposed  now 
to  amend  it  Farther  than  this,  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States  on  the  fW)ntier  who  might 
have  arms  or  ammunition  in  his  possession,  and 
nright  express  an  intention  of  using  them  in  the 
prosecntion  of  hostilities  tn  a  oonterminous 
country,  he  would  be  sultJeet  to  the  penalties 
provided  in  this  seotion. 

Again :  if  Mexico  should  invade  Texas,  and 
a  citizen  of  Texas  in  this  country  should  at- 
tempt to  go  home  to  his  own  country  to  defend 
his  own  soil,  he  would  he  subject  to  the  penal- 
ties of  this  bill,  and  tiirown  into  jtul.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  Texas  should  inTSoe  Uaxico,  and 
any  dtkoi  from  Hexico  ahoold  attempt  to  go 
from  this  connti?  to  defend  his  country,  he 
would  be  held,  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment 
Again :  if  any  Canadian  or  any  subject  of  the 
Euig  of  Great  Britain,  who  might  be  in  this 
country,  ciiould  attempt  to  go  home  while  bos- 
tiUties  were  going  on  there,  he  would  be  sub- 
ject to  the  penalties  here  imposed.  He  con- 
tended, if  this  bill  was  passed,  as  it  was  at- 
tempted to  amend  it,  and  it  was  attempted  to 
carry  out  its  provisions,  that  it  would  mvolve 
OS  iu  interminable  difficulties. 

The  act  of  1818,  in  his  opinion,  went  far 
enough,  and  as  far  as  any  act  ought  to  go,  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  go  beyond  the  princi- 
ple oont^ned  in  that  law,  and  tiie  ininciples 
under  which  we  had  acted,  without  oeing  in- 
volved in  difficulties,  for  the  last  half  century. 
The  bill  of  the  Senate  was  drawn  up  widi  an 
«ye  to  Qi«e  prindplea,  and  so  &r  as  it  went^ 
Iw  wu  willing  to  go^  hut  no  ftuiber. 


[2Sn  OoM. 

Ifr.  UnsBVOOD  <»posed  both  the  ancni- 
mmt  submitted  by  the  guitlemut  from  Kev 
York  and  the  ori«nal  bill,  as  a  meaeore  en- 
tirely improper  to  be  adopted  by  this  oowtry. 
By  me  provisions  of  this  bill,  be  ezpeotod  that, 
in  case  of  difiiculties  between  Mexico  and 
Texas,  the  citizens  of  the  West  might  be  pm- 
hibited  from  trading  in  horses  and  mules,  as 
well  as  arms  and  ammimition,  with  the  peofrfe 
of  Texas  or  Mexico.  It  might  also  prevent 
emigr^on  from  the  South  and  West  to  those 
countries,  or  it  may  prevent  anigraticm  fran 
the  United  States  to  Canada.  Suppose  a  par^ 
of  a  hundred  families  going  from  the  West  to 
Texas,  of  coarse  they  wo^d  take  tbdr  rifi^ 
and  ammunition  with  them.  That,  if  jour 
United  States  officer  met  them,  and  aiced  tbem 
what  use  they^  were  mang  to  make  <rf  the  aims 
they  were  taking  wira  them,  and  they  said  they 
would  use  than  to  carry  on  a  war  with  Mexico, 
in  case  their  rights  were  invaded,  they  would 
be  subject  to  arrest  and  imprisonment  by  this 
bill 

It  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  bin  to 
trammel  trade  and  commerce,  and  he  hoped 
every  gentieman  who  was  in  £avor  of  a  free 
trade  upon  the  printnples  Md  down  in  the  laws 
of  nations,  would  oppose  it  He  maintaiDal 
that  it  was  the  right  of  the  citizens  oi  the 
United  States  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  any 
country  that  had  a  war  ranng  witiun  her  bor- 
ders ;  and  he  midntuned  inrUier,  that  if  tboe 
were  two  hostile  armies  at  the  present  time  in 
Oanada,  (the  one  on  the  one  dde  ot  one  of  their 
great  rivers,  and  tbe  other  on  the  other  iide,) 
we  had  a  perfect  right  to  trade  with  both,  anl 
furnish  both  with  bread  and  beef,  witliDnt,  in 
any  manner,  compnmiitting  our  neutrality. 
This  bill  imposed  penalties  which  were  new 
thought  of  s^  any  former  time  in  our  history. 
It  would  impose  a  penalty  on  the  citizens  U  a 
foreign  countiy  who  might  be  driven  into  thia 
country  by  the  stress  of  cfrcumstances,  wi& 
arms  in  their  hands.  Such  persons  weK  lisiUe 
to  be  seized,  fined,  and  imprisoned. 

Now  this  was  a  monstroos  prindi^;  and  he 
bo^>ed  never  to  see  It  carried  into  execatkm  in 
this  country.  Sut^Msethecaseof  twoEoropeu 
nations  being  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  maritime 
war,  and  one  of  the  fleets  should  be^rivra  into 
tbe  harbor  of  New  York  by  a  superior  force. 
Would  you  seize  that  fleet,  aad  hdd  the  vSBiom 
and  seamen  guilty  of  a  hi^  crime,  and  fine  end 
Imprison  themt  He  thought  not  It  wonld  be 
our  dnty  to  protect  them  whilst  in  our  wateix, 
Again:  suppose  a  superior  force  at  Maldoi 
should  drive  out  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  who 
might  he  in  arms,  and  those  inhabitants  of  that 
place  should  take  refuge  in  Detroit ;  would  you 
seize  upon  them  ?  hold  them  goil^  of  a  hi^ 
crim&  and  saUeot  them  to  a  fine  and  impiisoD- 
mentf  Was  uiis  the  principle  you  were  about 
to  establish  f  If  it  was,  he  most  say  diat  he 
utterly  detested  any  saoh  princj{^ 

The  British  antiiorities  in  Oanada  vent  vprn 
the  priffidple  <^  prtrteetitm  Bofti^  thiA  tiicgr  gava 
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protection  to  all  our  reneffado  slaves  who  es- 
CK>ed  and  went  witJiin  tneir  domimons,  and 
way  ehoold  we  be  prevented  from  pnng  pro- 
teeUcHi  to  the  ororeawd  of  their  peofdet  As 
tiiis  bin  had  nndei^Boiio  nunj  phases,  he 
hoped  that  it  mi^t  yet  undergo  a  total  eclipse, 
because  it  was  a  meaanre  which  he  believed 
calculated  to  do  ywj  sreat  injorj  to  the  people 
of  thia  country.  Heliad  no  idea  of  making  a 
law  of  this  kindf  whtdk  was  only  to  apply  to 
oonterminous  countries,  and  thoaght  if  any  bill 
of  the  kind  was  paiised,  that  it  ought  to  be  gen- 
eral in  its  character.  With  tbe  view  of  te^ng 
this  question,  whether  the  House  was  disposed 
to  legislate  solely  with  reference  to  conter- 
minous territories,  he  moved  to  strike  oat  the 
vwds  "  eontarmitum       the  UtuttdJStata.^* 


IK  BBNJlTB. 
Thubsdat,  February  23. 
Independent  Treatvry. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratiou  of  the 
Ind^Mndent'  Treaanrj  UU,  as  the  order  itf  the 
d*y-        .  . 

Hr.  Obittendkn  addressed  the  Senate  at 
kogth  in  (^[qpontion  to  the  bilL 


HOUBE  OF  fiEPRESKNTATITSS. 
t  If  OHDAT,  Febroary  26. 

Ur.  FuBiiEU)  addiesBed  tlie  Hotue  as  fol- 
Inra: 

ICr.  Speakbb;  An  event  has  ooonned  rinoe 
our  last  a^oumment,  which  has  spread  a  deep 
doom  over  this  eommonity,  and  deprived  this 
body  (rf  one  of  its  most  valuable  members.  X 
•nude,  nr,  to  the  death  of  my  late  oolleagne, 
the  Hon.  Jokjltrut  Oillit,  which,  it  is  my 
painful  duty  to  announoe,  took  place  on  Sat- 
urday last  near  thia  dty.  One  hour  we  saw 
him  in  full  life,  standing  in  tiic  midst  of  ns  in 
all  the  pride  and  vigor  of  manhood ;  tbe  next, 
a  helpless,  inanimate  corpse.  It  is  a  case,  dr, 
moat  melancholy  and  heart-rending  in  all  its 
cirocmgtanoes,  (of  which,  however,  this  is  not 
the  occasion  to  speak,)  and  brings  limne  to  our 
minds,  with  peonliar  emphasis,  the  trite  but 
•olema  troth,  that "  in  the  midst  of  life  we  are 
in  death." 

Uy  deceased  oolleagne  was  a  man  of  nncom- 
mon  talents.  His  mind  was  strong,  Tigorons, 
well  stored,  and  well  disoiplined.  ^  had, 
moreover,  that  indomitable  spirit  of  perse- 
veranoe  in  all  the  pursaits  of  an  elevated  ud 
honorable  ambition,  which  would  not  rest  satis- 
fied with  low  attfunments.  He  partook,  lai^ly, 
too,  of  that  fearless  patriotism  of  his  ancestors, 
which  made  them  **  pour  out  their  blood  like 
water,"  in  the  war  of  the  RevolnUon,  and  which 
also  displayed  itself  in  the  brave  and  chivalrous 
oondnot  of  an  only  iNTother  doring  tbe  late  war. 

His  fellow-eitimnB  had  often  elected  him  to 


places  of  honor  and  trust  in, the  State  of  his 
adoption,  and  had  now  given  him  a  seat  among 
tbe  Represent^ves  of  uie  nation among  ns, 
who  are  now  qwed  to  deplore  his  abmpt  and 
tragical  removal.  Though  he  had  not  long 
been  a  member  of  this  body,  he  had  establidiea 
and  enviable  and  an  enduring  reputation.  His 
ready  powers  of  debate,  bis  warm  and  fervid 
eloquence,  his  manly  bearing  towards  oppo- 
nents, and  courteous  demeanor  to  all,  will  be 
readily  acknowledged,  and  long  remembered 
by  the  members  of  this  House. 

That  his  sudden  and  melancholy  death  will 
produce- a  deep  sensation  in  Uaine,  and  indeed 
throughout  the  whole  country,  no  one  can 
doubt;  but  the  annunciation  of  the  dreadful 
fact  to  the  partner  of  his  bosom,  sitting  in  the 
midst  of  the  young  pledges  of  their  mutual 
affection,  little  dreaming  of  the  blow  that  awaits 
her,  it  ia  shoclsng  to  contemplate.  Ko  o&e  can 
think  of  it  bat  with  feelings  of  tbe  most  poig- 
nant and  heartfelt  gri^.  Jb^  "  He  who  tem- 
pers the  wind  to  the  shorn  Jamb,"  and  who 
^'wiU  not  break  the  bruised  reed,"  g^ve  her 
that  consolation  and  support  which  she  needa^ 
and  which  no  earthly  power  can  give. 

With  this  brief  and  imperfect  aunouncemcnt^ 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolaticHU : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  tUs  House  will 
attend  the  funeral  of  JoMATHiLir  Cuxn,  deceased, 
late  a  member  of  the  Honse  frwn  tiie  Btate  of  Hrine, 
at  IS  o'tioA  bMnorrow. 

JBtaelpti,  lltat  a  committee  be  qipcdnted  to  tike 
order  fi>r  saperinteodiiig  the  fnnem  of  Joiuthak 
CiLLiT,  deceased. 

JUwlved^  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  thdr  respect  for  tbe  memory  at 
Jonathan  Gillst,  wearing  er^M  on  the  Mk  aim. 
for  thirty  days. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimonsly  adopted, 
and  on  motion  of  Hr.  Faibfieu),  the  Hoase 
thm  a^onmed  till  IS  o'clock  to-morrow. 


IN  SBHTATE. 

M<mi>AT,  Felunary  36. 

Death  of  the  Sepreeentative  JonatTumOiUey,  Btq. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentaaves,  announcing  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  JoHATHAir  OiLLST,  a  member  of  that 
Hoase  from  the  State  of  Mtdoe,  and  stating  that 
the  ftanend  would  take  place  from  the  ludl  <^ 
the  Hoase  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock. 

Hr.  WiLUAMs  addressed  the  Senate  as  fU- 
lows: 

Mr.  President :  I  came  into  the  Senate  this 
morning,  exhausted  ud  overwhelmed,  to  per- 
form the  melancholy  dnfy  of  annonnciug  to 
you  and  to  tbe  Senate  of  the  United  States  tbe 
sudden  and  lamented  death  of  my  friend  and 
colleague,  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Oillbt,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Maine  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

At  the  last  a^joammoit  of  the  Senate,  lb. 
OiLiET  was  in  pwftct  health,  fbll  of  hope  and 
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«xpeotatic»i  Of  maUDg  himaelf  meftil  in  anert- 
li^  and  Tindioating  the  vidated  rights  of  his 
State,  and  of  distingnlalung  himadf  in  the  great 
qaesaons  which  now  bo  dwi^j  agitate  the 
lio  mind;  full  of  zeal  and  ardent  patriotism, 
and  of  devotion  to  the  great  oanse  of  human 
liberty  and  of  boman  rights,  he  crauidered  that 
a  orisis  had  arisen  when  his  country  Iiad  a  right 
to  dum  the  services  of  her  sons.  He  obeyed 
tiie  call  of  his  consdtnents,  relinquishing  the 
6i\}o7roenta  of  the  domesdo  drole  of  a  wife  and 
three  children.  He  is  now  a  lifeless  corpse ; 
aH  his  hopes  are  blasted  and  destroyed,  and  Ms 
ooQstitaents  are  deprived  of  the  servieea  (tf  an 
able  and  fubhfnl  representative, 

Mr.  CiLLBT  waa  a  nativa  <tf  Kew  Hampshire, 
and  belonged  to  aw  of  the  most  ancient  and 
rMpectable  ftmiliea  In  that  State.  Patriotism 
and  bravery  woe  his  inheritance.  His  grand- 
father  was  the  distinguished  patriot  and  b^ave 
offloer  of  the  Berolutton,  General  Gilley ;  and 
his  brother,  Oaptain  Joseph  Oilley,  was  the  gal- 
lant leader  of  the  heroic  charge  under  Colonel 
IGller,  at  the  Battle  of  Bridgewater  Heights,  in 
the  last  war. 

The  deceased  was  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin 
Oollege,  In  Maine,  and  by  his  superior  talents 
and  ^plication  attained  a  high  standing  at  the 
bar  in  that  State.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  an 
able  advocate,  and  a  powerftil  debater. 

From  early  life  Mr.  Ciixkt  was  ardwiUy  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  free  Government ; 
a  zealous  advoioate  oi  the  rights  of  the  ^heU 
people,  and  a  detennined  opponent  <(tf  the  tMm 
of  the  few  to  tyrannize  over  t^e  fRORV . 

In  1882,  Vt,  OnxxT  was  elected  to  ue  House 
of  Representatives  in  Mdne,  and  in  1886  and 
1886  was  Speaker  of  that  body,  where  his  tal- 
ents and  love  of  ootmtry  became  so  con^icuoos, 
that  in  1887  he  was  elected  to  Congress  in  a 
district  in  which  the  majority  were  his  political 
opponents. 

Of  his  o<Hidact  here  I  need  not  speak,  for  all 
who  hear  me,  and  all  who  knew  Mr.  Oillkt  in 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  will  bear  testimony 
to  his  ability,  to  his  open,  frank,  and  deter- 
mined course,  to  the  high  order  oi  his  talents 
and  powers  as  a  debater,  and  to  the  respect  and 
deference  he  paid  to  the  rights  of  others. 

As  a  man,  Mr.  Oilut  was  warm,  ardent, 
generous,  noble;  as  a  ftlend,  true,  foithAil, 
abiding.  He  was  in  the  meridiap  of  his  life, 
aged 86:  thepastmuttheearDestoftheftiture. 

In  his  death,  M^e  has  lost  one  <tf  her  bright- 
est ornaments,  and  the  ni^on  is  bereft  of  a  de- 
voted patriot,  and  an  ardent,  zealous  supporter 
of  its  fr^  institations. 

The  sun  which  set  upon  the  lifeless  corpse 
of  my  late  friend  and  colleagne,  rose  bright  and 
cheering  upon  his  distant  fireside  circle,  and  the 
wife  of  nis  bosom  blessed  its  gladsome  beams, 
and  told  her  innocent  children  that  it  brought 
t3ie  return  oi  their  &ther  one  day  nearer. 

Alast  nor  wife  nor  childrm  shall  see  him 
more.  "Who  shall  now  penetrate  that  Iwreaved 
mansion,  and  vUneaa  the  tears,  the  t^ony,  the 
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distraction  oi  the  widow  and  the  fotheriesif 
Preddeat,  I  oumot.  Ib^  the  Father  of  d 
mercies  %  their  comfinter  and  their  Bnppnl 
Of  the  canse  and  manner  of  the  deaui  of  lb. 

OiLLBT,  I  forbear  to  speak;  but  allow  me  to 
say,  tiiat  it  is  my  solenm  convictitm  that  he  en- 
tertained no  ill  will,  and  intended  no  disreqtect 
to  Mr.  GuvEs,  in  any  thing  that  occurred ;  ana 
that  in  accepting  the  call,  he  did  nothing  more 
than  he  l>elieved  twJupensodJs,  to  avoid  dis- 
grace to  himself  to  his  Csmily,  and  to  lus  coc- 
stitnents. 

Mr.  WnxLUfs  then  submitted  the  foDowing 
reeolntions,  which  were  unammously  adopted: 

Rfohed  wuHMflMHify,  TlMt  tbe  Soude  will  aUcnd 
the  fUneral  d  the  Hon.  Jiuuthax  Cour,  late  a 
member  of  ^he  Honse  of  Baoeeeotatne^  fiwn  the 
Ststeof  lUne,  at  thelMnir  of  twelve  e^clo^  to  a>or- 
rov,  sod  as  a  testimooy  of  reqieetftrdie  nemoiy 
of  the  deceised,  tbey  iriU  go  into  moiindi>g,t)7  we«r- 
iug  cnpe  round  the  left  um  for  thirty  dajs. 

And,  as  an  additionsl  nuok  of  respect  to  the  mca- 
orj  of  the  deceased, 

Hetoived,  That  the  Senate  do  now  ad^oom. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBE6BNTATTVEB, 

TvasDAT,  February  27. 

The  House  met  at  12  o*eloofc,  for  tiu  pupo* 
of  attendhig  the  fhneral  obseqidea  cf  the  Hot. 

JONATHAK  CiLLBT. 

The  committee  of  arranganents,  paD-beann 
and  moumersi  attended  at  the  late  resideMe  of 
the  deceased,  at  Mr.  Birth's,  at  11  o'dock,  a.  m., 
at  which  time  the  remains  were  ranoved^  in 
charge  of  tiic  ennmittoe  of  amoMnata^  at- 
tended 1^  the  Sergeant^t-arma  <tf  tiia  Hooia 
of  B^resantativea,  to  the  Eallt  when  tbefii- 
neral  service  was  perfbnned  bj  tlie  Bev.  lb. 
Slioer,  and  the  discourse  preached  by  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Reese. 

The  funeral  procession  then  moved  from  the 
Hall  oi  the  House  oi  R^reaentativee  to  libs 
place  <tf  intennen^  in  the  lulowing  order: 

The  Chaplains  of  both  Horaes. 
Committee  of  Arranqementx,  viz: 
Mr.  EvAMS,  of  M^e. 
Mr.  Athikton,  of  N.  H.      Hr.  Coin,  tiS  Ta. 
Mr.  CoimoR,  of  K.  C.  Mr.  Jomooa,  of  U. 

Mr.  WnmuBET,  of  <Mo.    Mr.  FnJJfoai,  «f  K.  H 

PaR  £eonnt  ***• 
Mr.  TnwAS,  of  HaiTland.    Mr.  CAmsu,  vtS-C 
Mr.  WiLLUio,  (tf  K.  H.       Mr.  Wnm,  of  In^na. 
Mr.  OoLK,  of  FemtsylTania.  Mr.  Maktik,  of  Ala. 

The  ftmilv  and  friends  of  the  deoeaaed. 
The  members      the  Honse  of  Repreaentadves  and 

Senators  frcMn  Maine,  as  moumen. 
The  Sergeant-at-arms  of  &e  House  of  ReprescBlatiTea. 
The  House  of  BepresentaUres,  peoeded  bj  their 
Speaker  and  Cloc. 
The  Sergeant-ftt-arms  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  l^Aa 
Vice  Fresidflnt  and  their  Secretoy. 
The  Prerident  vt  the  ITnlted  States. 
The  Beads  of  Departmenta. 
Judges  of  the  SupreiDe  Ocmit,  and  its  oSoatt. 
VimigBMiMn. 
GUansM^SlM^mL 

Digitized  by  Google 


Deatk  ffike  a^retemtativt  JomatMm  CiUey,  £§q. 


DBBATKS  OF  CONG-BBBS. 


TSBKBATE. 

TuKBDAT,  February  27. 

"Mr.  yfnm  rose  and  said,  that  in  order  that 
the  Senate  might  carry  into  effect  the  resoln- 
tioa  adopted  yesterday  in  relation  to  atten<Ung 
the  fbneral  oi  the  deceased  member  from  Hune, 
Iw  would  move  that  the  Senate  a^oura ;  whi^ 
motloii  was  concurred  in. 


B0U8B  07  BXFBX8ENTATITE8. 

Wbdubsdat,  February  28. 
Death  o/3<mardble  Jonathan  OiUey. 

Hr.  FuBriELD  asked  leave  to  oSbr  the  M- 
lowing  resolutions : 

Jteaoliud,  That  a  oommiUee,  condsUng  of  Beren 
nauloat,  be  ^pirfnted  to  inrestigste  the  catuea 
wfakh  iM  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jonathah  Cillxt, 
late  a  nranber  of  this  House,  and  the  drcumstancea 
cwinti?*"^  therewith,  andrqwit  thereon  to  the  Honee. 

Sudotdf  That  am  ocsiunUtee  have  power  to  send 
fsxt  penons  and  *nd  hwe  leave  to  dtuiog 

ttuaeirioDSoftM  wraae. 

Hf.  Bbll  objected.  He  thonj^t  that  what- 
erar  was  done  in  this  matter,  had  better  be 
poet^ned  until  the  Honae  became  more  calm, 
and  was  able  to  act  more  oooUy  on  tiie  subject. 

ICr.  FAmFiBLD  moved  a  suspenaon  of  the 
rule. 

Hr.  Pabkkx  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
which  were  ordered,  and  were— yeaa  118, 
nays  81. 

So  the  Tolee  were  suspended. 

Mr.  FAinriKLD  ai^d:  fir.  Prewdent,  entertain- 
ing the  Tiewa  and  feelinga  which  I  do  entertain 
Id  rMard  to  the  awfol  tragedr  in  which  eertwn 
memMra  of  this  Honse  lately  participated,  I 
could  not  refhiin  from  offering  the  reablnUoDS 
which  have  just  been  read.  Sir,  if  Z  had  held 
back,  and  refused  to  move  in  this  affair,  "  iha 
Toioe  of  my  brother's  blood  wonld  cry  to  me 
from  the  groaod."  Uy  late  colleague  and 
friend  has  been  shot  down  and  deprived  of  life 
iO'  a  manner,  and  under  oiponmatanoes,  that 
seem  to  me  most  imperiously  to  demand  an 
investigation.  It  is  due  to  the  surviving  &mily 
and  friends  of  the  deceased,  that  we  shoold  take 
cognizance  of  this  tSaix :  it  is  due  to  ourselves, 
to  oar  oonntry,  to  humanity,  and  to  God ;  and 
I  tnut  that  no  member  wiU  shrink  from  the 
high  and  solemn  responsibility  thns  oast  upon 
hmi.  But,  aside  from  the  peculiar  circmu- 
stances  of  this  ease,  and  our  peooliar  dtitiea  le- 
aolting  from  them,  it  appews  to  me  that  an  op- 
pwtnnity  is  presented,  which  every  good  man 
should  be  quick  to  improve,  for  asf^ling  the 
barbarons  and  inhuman  practice  of  duelling — a 
practice  which  does  violence  to  the  laws  of 
God,  to  the  beat  feelings  of  our  own  nature, 
and  to  the  dictates  of  reason — a  practice  which 
is  entirely  behind,  and  nnworthy  of  the  age  of 
oivilixation  in  which  we  live,  and  whi<A  slioald 
unite  the  earnest  and  fnitbAiI  efforts  of  every 
frittid  to  his  spetaea  for  its  extermination. 
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Under  the  cironmstanoes  of  this  case,  how- 
ever, tiie  deceased  being  my  friend,  and  my 
own  feelinga  being  deeply  and  strou^y  excited, 
I  feel  that  there  would  be  a  propriety  in  the 
Speaker's  departing  tram  the  usual  rule,  by 
oipitting  to  place  me  upon  the  committee ;  and 
I  aooormngly  make  that  request. 

iSi.  W.  0.  JoBNBos  sidd  he  had  voted  agunst 
the  nupendon  of  the  role  to  introduce  these 
TesointifHu,  beomse,  on  hearing  them  read,  he 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  no  good  could  re- 
sult from  them.  Ko  one  could  feel  greater 
grief  than  himself  at  the  calamity  which  b^ell 
the  friends  cS  the  gentleman  whose  death  we 
all  now  mourned,  bat  he  had  voted  a^inst 
brining  in  these  resolutions  because  he  did  not 
know  what  power  Oongress  had  to  suppress 
duelling.  It  was  an  evil  in  the  state  of  society, 
which  made  it  necessary  in  some  oasea  tor  gen- 
tlemen to  resort  to  this  mode  of  settling  per- 
sonal disputes,  and  he  much  regretted  Uiat  it 
was  BO ;  but  he  did  not  ^»prehend  that  this  in- 
quiry was  g(^g  to  oorreot  the  evil,  w  that  any 
Balntary  gmd  could  be  eflboted  by  this  Inquiry. 
As  to  uie  partioolars  in  this  case,  if  it  waa  de- 
nred  to  obtidn  tiiem,  the  momii^;  papers  gave 
all  the  facts  and  cironmstanoes  connected  with 
it;  and  if  it  waa  intended  to  «UMt  an  anti- 
duelling  law,  he  would  ask  where,  under  the 
constitution,  you  obtain  the  right  to  enact  it. 
That  was  a  matt«flr  which  belcmged  to  the  States 
alone,  and  many  of  them  have  passed  laws  on 
this  snbjeot ;  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  a 
usurpaticm  of  power  for  (ingress  to  undertake 
to  act  on  this  subject.  He  ^oold  vote  agtunst 
this  resolution,  because  he  comddered  that  it 
would  be  a  refleotjon  upon  all  the  parties  con- 
nected with  the  nnCortnnate  ooonrreuoe  allnded 
to  in  the  rescdntinL  He  looked  npon  it  as 
fleeting  upon  the  wisdom  and  the  Josttoe  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  it.  He  would  ask  any  gen- 
tleman if  eiuer  of  tiiese  parties  had  been  gunbr 
of  any  moral  delinquency,  or  of  any  aet  whim 
would  bring  him  so  far  within  the  rules  and 
laws  of  the  House  as  to  justify  his  expulsiMi  ? 
If  any  gentleman  would  rise  in  his  place,  and 
state  that  either  of  them  had  violated  the  rules 
of  honor,  or  done  any  act  which  would  make 
him  an  unfit  associate  for  the  members  of  tiua 
Honse,  he  would  go  as  &r  as  any  one  to  have 
this  inquiry  instituted ;  he  would  vote  not  tmly 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  but  he  would  vote 
to  aaoh  indindual  from  the  Honse ;  and 
he  wonld  almost  go  to  expel  him  from  off  the 
&oe<rf  the  earth.  But  no  such  thing  had  been 
intimated  emlnst  any  member  of  the  House, 
and  what  rinit  have  we  to  go  into  this  matter  t 
Vhat  right  nave  we  to  i^q^ro  into  the  private 
relati<mB  of  gentlemen  ?  What  rii^t  have  we 
to  institute  onrselves  into  a  board  of  honor  to 
inquire  into  a  matter  of  this  kind  ? 

Mr.  Pabxxb  rM^etted  that  he  found  himself 
compelled  to  di^r  in  opinion  from  his  friend 
fh>m  MaryUnd,  (Mr.  Johnson;)  that  he  had 
heard  frvm  him  no  good  reason  expressed 
against  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions.  It  was 
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taii  tbat  Oongress  bad  no  power  to  le^alate  on 
this  subject,  and  tbat  that  power  was  reserved 
to  the  States.  Sorely  Oon^ess  has  the  power 
to  act  in  reference  to  the  District  of  Ck>lmnbia, 
and  it  oonld  not  be  denied  tbat  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentativea  had  jurisdiction  over  its  ovn 
members.  His  fdend  Jud  said  tbat  if  any  mem- 
ber would  state  on  tMs  floor  that  tjie  nnfor- 
tnnate  transaotion  had  not  been  conducted  ac- 
cording to  the  roles  oi  the  "  oode  of  honor,"  he 
woidd  Tote  for  this  resolntaon.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
made  no  assertion  of  that  kind.  He  did  not 
profess  to  be  skilled  in  the  nioe  teclinicalit;'  of 
those  mles,  as  they  were  understood  by  some 
gentlemen  here ;  that  with  his  constitnents  the 
rales  of  honor  were  the  rules  of  law,  religion, 
and  morality ;  bnt  he  would  say  that  the  trans- 
action referred  to  was  a  violaUon  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  and  called  impeiiously  upon 
this  House  to  ^ard  against  the  recurrence  of 
such  heart-renmng  scenes ;  and  every  conud- 
eration  of  dnty  to  the  piiblio  and  to  oorselTeB 
tequired  prompt  and  de<H8iTe  action. 

Mr.  Dawsox  ac^d  that  no  gentleman  regretted 
more  than  himad^  the  unfortunate  occurrenoe 
which  had  taken  plaoe,  bat  he  conradered  that 
when  we  were  about  to  involve  the  feelinge  o£ 
all  the  gentlemen  connected  with  t^e  ^air, 
that  we  ou^bt  to  pause  before  we  acted.  He 
would  incinire  of  gentlemen  what  the  result  of 
this  inquu7  would  bew  and  T^hat  benefit  could 
accmato  the  ooramomty  from  it  He  admitted 
that  Oongress  bad  a  right  to  pass  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit dueUing  in  the  Disbrict  of  Oolumbia,  and 
for  such  a  measure,  when  brooght  forward,  he 
would  vote ;  but  he  would  ask  gentlemen  what 
good  was  expected  to  result  from  this  incpiry? 

Mr.  Matthias  Hobbib  had  no  disposition  to 
take  part  bi  the  disensrion  <tf  this  question,  bat 
OD  hearing  the  resdation  read,  it  oocaired  to 
him  that  it  did  not  reach  far  oiough,  and  he 
proposed  an  amendment  with  a  view  of  having 
some  action  of  Oongress  on  this  snlrfeot,  which 
wonld  prevent  iJtie  practice  of  duelling  in  ftiture. 

Ur.  Bbll  did  not  doubt  that  the  introduction 
of  this  resolution  was  well  intended ;  and  he 
had  no  doubt  tbat  the  motive  of  the  House,  in 
suspending  rules  for  the  purpose,  was  a 
Tei7  laudable  one;  but  it  was  his  deliberate 
ju^ment  that  this  resolution  was  not  calcolated 
to  produce  that  desirable  result  which  T^as  ex- 
pected to  arise  from  it  Instead  of  its  being  a 
benefit,  he  feared  that  it  would  be  the  cause  of 
additiond  miscfaidl 

Hr.  MoEehhan  said  tbat  the  peculiar  pon- 
tion  in  which  he  stood  towards  his  constitnents, 
demanded  that  be  shonld  say  a  wend  in  expla- 
nation of  the  vote  he  had  given  against  the  sus- 

Eenuon  of  the  rule,  and  state  the  reasons  why 
e  would  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
for  one  week.  His  constituents,  he  sud,  con- 
demned the  practice  of  duelling  in  the  most 
nnqualified  twms;  and  in  that  condemnation 
he  most  heartily  agreed  with  them.  Me  ab- 
horred tiks  praetiee,  Jrom  tAd  verjf  iottom  ^  ki$ 
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loul,  and  aould  go  at  far  at  thejitrthett  on  tkm 
floor  in  tuppremng  it.  He  farther  nod,  he 
would  yield  to  no  gentleman  in  deploring  the 
tragical  event  which  had  cast  a  melancbdy 
gloom  over  the  city,  and  vhiclt  we  had  lU 
been  called  upon  to  mourn.  He  ^mpoMuc^ 
de^ly  wmfNiMmd^  with  the  rdatiTes  of  the 
deeeased ;  and  if  he  oonM  poor  the  oS  of  eon- 
solation  into  the  boscMn  of  nis  sorviving  pac^ 
ner,  nothing  wonld  afford  him  more  mtime&ia. 

[Here  the  Sfbaesb  interposed,  and  said  Ae 
question  was  on  postponement] 

Mr.  Boon  had  voted  for  the  sospenaon,  and 
should  now  vote  for  the  resolntion  mxm  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  matter  of  privif^e,  in- 
volving the  ri^t  of  debate  in  this  Hon0& 

Mr.  PoTTEB  could  not  see  any  good  resolt 
which  could  arise  ftt>m  the  poetpon^ieat  of  the 
question.  Ko  honorable  gentleman  would  Buf- 
fer any  other  feelings  to  influence  Ins  oonrae 
than  those  which  nertain  to  high  and  pure  prin- 
ciples of  a  moral  character  and  ditfy  to  Ida 
eountiy.  If  he  could  oonoar  in  (^inicm  iritb 
Ms  honoraUe  oolleagne,  that  tlds  prooeednig 
cast  anj  reflection  upon  the  Uving,  or  Hie  mos- 
ory  of  the  dead,  he  wonld  panae^  and  ask  for 
more  time  to  consider  and  reflect  upon  the  sub- 
ject 

Hr.  FAmnKLD,  in  order  to  meet  the  views  of 
gentlemen,  modified  his  resolution,  by  adding 
to  the  end  thereof  the  following :  "  And  fnrtha 
to  inquire  whether  there  has  been,  in  the  case 
alluded  tOf  any  tffeaoh  of  the  privUcfes  of  this 
House." 

Mr.  LoojDs  sdd  it  appeared  to  him,  whoi 
tbey  had  so  pbdn  a  state  of  fiwts  as  was  here 

§ resented,  that  there  could  he  no  ^ffienhy  1m 
edding  upon  it  at  once. 
Mr.  GitranreLL  had  heard  no  good  reastn  for 
immediate  action  on  this  questioo,  and  lie  tmit- 
ed  the  question  would  be  pos^Kmed  imtfl  Hm 
present  excitement  bad  passed  away. 

Mr.  BnoNSON  siud :  At  present,  the  queation 
is  not  what  we  shall  do,  but  whether  we  shaD 
act  at  all ;  whether  we  riiall  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter ;  whether  we  shall  take  any 
cognizance  of  the  late  most  tragical  and  unfor- 
tunate occurrence.  If  we  act  at  all,  wo  shonld 
act  promptly.  Our  duty  to  our  country  and 
onrselves  requires  of  us  that  we  should  enter- 
tain the  resolution — that  we  should  at  <moe 
show  our  wUlingness  to  investigate.  On  this 
point  there  should  not  be  any  d^y. 

The  Honse  refiised  to  poBt|K»ie— Teas  84^ 
nays  117. 

Mr.  Gablabd^  <rf  Loidsiana,  stated,  Uiat  if  he 
had  been  in  the  Honse  when  the  vote  to  sus- 
pend, was  taken,  he  should  have  reoofded  lus 
name  agunat  it,  for  he  was  opposed  to  any  in- 
vestigation of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Olownkt  demanded  the  pre^oos  ques- 
tion on  the  Tesolnti<»i  as  modified ;  which  was 
seconded— -ayes  106,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  tbat  the  m^  ques- 
tion, being  on  the  adc^tion  of  Ae  leecdntuin^ 
be  now  pot. 
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Mr.  OuaBiUH  and  Mr.  Tatus  rose  simal- 
taneonslf,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya, 
vludi  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows : 

Tua. — XesBTS.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  AHen, 
J.  W.  Allen,  Aodersou,  Andrews,  Atfaerton,  Beatty, 
Benme,  Btcknell,  Biddle,  Birdaall,  Bond,  Boon,  Bor- 
den, Booldin,  Briges,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bnijn, 
BTDQm,  Wm.  B.  Calhoim,  Cambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell,  Oaey,  Cbaney,  Claik,  Cleveland,  C3own^, 
Ot^es,  Oonrin,  Cra^,  Cnrj,  Cuahman,  Daree,  Darios, 
Deberry,  DeOraff,  Vnnoan,  Edvarda,  Evans,  Everett, 
Farrington,  Fairfield,  mohaid  Fletcher,  L  Fletdier, 
mimore,  Fr;,  OaJlup,  James  Garland,  Glascock, 
Goode,  Grantland,  Grant,  Gray,  GrcnneU,  Griffin, 
Haley,  Hall,  Hammond,  Harrison,  Harper,  Hastings, 
Hawkins,  Ilaynes,  Henry,  Holsey,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hobley,  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Kathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kemble,  Kilgore, 
KUngeoamith,  Lewis,  Uncoln,  Login,  Loomis,  Lyon, 
Harrin,  Martin,  Haxwdl,  McKay,  Robert  McCleilan, 
Abraham  McGlellan,  MoEim,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Matthias  Morris, 
Samuel  W.  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor,  Noble, 
Noyes,  Qrie,  Owens,  Fahner,  Pwker,  Patterson, 
Paynter.  Feck,  Petrildn,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Plumer, 
Potts,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Rariden,  Randolph, 
Reed,  Readier,  Rhett,  Ridiardson,  Rives,  Russell, 
Sheffer,  Augostine  H.  ^epperd,  Charies  Shepard, 
Sheplor,  Sibley,  BUde,  Smith,  Spencer,  Steward, 
Stratton,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tillinghfut,  Titus,  Toucey, 
Taraey,  Vanderrec^  Wagener,  Webster,  Weelu, 
EUaha  Whittleaey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  WflUama, 
J.  W.  Williams,  Worthington,  Tell,  and  Toike— 
152. 

Kavs. — ^Messrs.  Aycrigg,  Bell,  John  Calhoun,  WU- 
Uam  B.  Campbell,  Wm.  B.  Carter,  Chambers,  Chq>- 
man,  Cheatham,  Connor,  Cr^pston,  Curtis,  Dawson, 
DnnigQde,  Dunn,  Ewing,  Rice  Guiand,  James  Gra- 
ham, ViniUani  Graham,  Harian,  Hawes,  Hoflfaian, 
R  M.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  W.  C.  Johnson, 
Lcgare,  MaOory,  James  M.  Mason,  Maury,  Hay,  Mil- 
li^LDi,  MitdieU,  Patton,  Fearce,  Pope,  Ridgway,  Bob- 
ertaon,  Sawyer,  Sbielcis,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Stanly, 
Stone,  Taliaferro,  Thompson,  Underwow,  Albert  8. 
White,  John  While,  ^errod  Williams,  and  Jose^ 
L.  Williams— 19. 

So  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 


IN  SENATX. 

WBDinsDAT,  Febmary  28. 
Soola  Mmben^ 

Hr.  BoBBiNB,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolntion,  authorizing 
the  Secretaiy  of  the  Senate  and  Olerk  of  the 
House  to  snlnoribe  for  ten  eoplea  of  Nilea*  Ro- 
ister for  each  of  the  members  of  Congress,  pro- 
Tided  that  he  would  consent  to  pabli;^  the  pro- 
eeedings  of  Oongresa,  with  tiie  yeas  and  nays 
on  each  qaestion  so  taken,  and  a^  a  sopple- 
ment  at  the  end  of  the  sesnon,  oontdning  aJI 
pablio  and  prirate  laws  of  Congress,  and  famish 
to  each  member  one  oopy  of  this  supplement 
free  of  charge. 

Mr.  Benton  sud  it  was  time  for  this  bnsi- 
aen  to  be  stopped,  and  he  shoold  call  for  the 
ja»  and  nays  on  the  qnesttcm.  The  a^oment 
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used,  in  the  first  instance,  by  gentlemoi  who 
advocated  this  system  of  book  parchasing,  was, 
that  some  members  had  been  ibmished  wifji 
books  which  the  new  Senators  had  not.  In  this 
case  the  argnment  would  not  apply,  and  we 
had  now  reached  that  point  where  tiie  whole 
system  might  be  abandtmed,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be. 

Ur.  Rctbihb  said  he  would  more  to  Iqr  it  on 
the  table  for  the  nrasent. 
-  Mr.  Bnraox.  There  let  it  He,  and  I  hope 
forerer. 

Mr.  RoBBcra  aidd  he  would  not  ocmsent  to 
that. 

The  qnesUott  on  laying  it  on  the  table,  wm 
carried  m  the  affinnatire. 


HOUSK  OF  BXPRXBSNTATIVES. 

Tbubbiut,  Mardi  1. 

The  following  Select  Committee  on  the  reso- 
lution to  inquire  into  the  (droumstances  whidi 
led  to  the  death  ol  the  late  Hon.  Josathah 
OiLLBT,  was  read  from  the  Journal  this  mtnn- 
ing:  Mr.  Tocokt, of  Conneotiout ;  Mr. Pottkb, 
of  Pennsylvania ;  Mr.  Bsiaoa,  of  Massachusetts ; 
Mr.  EuioRB,  of  South  Oan^ina :  Mr.  Bsimr,  of 
New  York ;  Mr.  Habbuor,  of  Ifissonri ;  Mr, 
Rahiden,  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  Bbioob  and  Mr.  HAsiueoH  were  excused, 
and  the  Taeancy  ordered  by  the  House  to  be 
filled  up. 


FbmAT,  Uarch  S. 

Mr.  Gbbsvell,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr. 
Gbantlaki^  of  Geoivia,  were  announced  as 
bein^  ai^xnnted  by  the  Obaib  to  fill  the  vsr 
oancies  oecadoned  by  the  xadgnatim  of  M>, 
Bbiqgs  and  Mr.  Habbison,  on  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  investigate  Uie  causes  of  llw  deaUi  of 
the  late  Hon  Jonathah  Gillbt. 

2%e  Neutrality  BiU. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  Oommittee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  was  taken  up.  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  will  be  understood  from  the  debate. 

Mr.  HowAKD  explained  that  this  bill  had 
been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AffuTL  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  of 
amenomg  the  Senate's  bill  in  such  manner  as 
to  meet  uie  views  of  the  members  of  the  House. 

"Or,  Ubbibwood  morod  to  strike  out  the 
words  which  authorized  the  Fre^dent  to  re- 
lease goods  which  may  be  taken  in  certain 
cases,  in  order  to  prohibit  the  Frerident  frmn 
acting  in  a  judicial  owaoity. 

Mr.  HowABD  stated  that  this  provision  was 
introdooed,  because  it  was  considered  that  the 
President  was  the  most  competent  judge  in  these 
oases.  He  was  fblly  acquamted  with  onr  rela- 
tions with  foreign  countries,  which  made  him 
more  competent  ^  judge  in  such  cases  than  tlie 
judges  of  courts.  If  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  courts,  there  might  be  cUfferenoe  of  opin- 
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ion  between  the  lodges,  in  oonseqnence  of  the 
information  which  was  in  their  poesesenon ;  hot 
the  President,  having  all  the  information,  oonid 
decide  more  onderstandingl^r  and  properly. 

Mr.  Undbbwood  replied,  that  nls  objeotlou 
to  the  clause  which  he  had  moved  to  BtriKe  ont, 
was,  that  it  invested  the  Executive  with  judi- 
cial powers,  which  powers  belonged  ezolasive!;' 
to  the  Judiciary  department ;  because  it  enabled 
him  to  determine  whether  or  not  an  offence 
had  been  committed.  He  apprehended  it  would 
not  do  in  this  conntrj  to  vest  jndloial  powers 
In  the  ExeoDlive, 

Ur.  if  oEat  considered  that  this  clause  simply 
gave  power  to  the  Executive,  in  cases  where 

Eroperty  had  been  seized,  to  release  it.  The 
iw  provided  for  the  seizure  of  property,  but 
not  for  its  forfeiture ;  therefore,  it  was  proper 
that  the  President  ^onld  have  the  power  to 
release  it,  under  oertAin  oircumstances.  In  case 
this  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  clause  was 
struck  out,  goods  oonld  only  be  restored  by  the 
Jndgment  of  courts ;  and  where  they  had  been 
seized  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  law, 
there  must  be  great  delay  and  loss. 
The  motion  to  strike  ont  was  disagreed  to. 
Kr.  FiLUfOBB  moved  to  strike  ont  that  part 
of  the  second  section  which  made  the  bill  ap- 
plicable only  to  conterminong  territories.  It 
might  be  sud  that  there  was  very  little  danger 
of  getting  into  any  difficulty  with  countries 
which  did  not  lie  contlgnons  to  the  United 
States ;  but  he  thought  our  legidatloa  oo^^t  to 
be  Dniform. 

Ur.  HowABD  remarked  that  it  was  necessary 
to  shape  our  legislation  to  the  oircumstances  in 
which  we  were  placed.  We  already  had  laws 
which  were  applicable  to  expeditions  fitted  ont 
for  service  at  sea,  and  against  foreign  countries, 
and  it  now  became  necessary  to  pass  laws  to 
preserve  oar  nentralitj  witk  eontemdnoos 
oonntries,  and  thu  lav  had  bem  introdnoed  to 
effect  that  object 

Kr.  HouBT  contended  that  this  UU  waa  to 
place  as  in  Uie  same  relatioo  to  conterminona 
countries  which  it  did  to  other  for^gn  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  FiLiMOBB  sustdned  his  amendment  on 
the  ground  that  the  bill  created  invidious  dis- 
tinctions, which  ought  never  to  exist  in  the 
legialation  of  any  country.  0 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  FnxMOSi  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

Mr.  EvKBETT  moved  to  strike  ont  that  clause 
which  provided  that  the  law  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  trade,  dathorized  to  be  carried  on 
by  the  laws  of  nations— lost. 

Ur.  BoBissoN  moved  an  amendment,  provid- 
ing that  in  all  cases  ^seizore,  ^davit  ^oold 
first  be  made,  and  a  warrant  issned. 

Ur.  R.  urged  his  amen^neot  on  the  House, 
on  the  ground  of  the  anconstitntionality  of 
making  seizures  without  daMporse  of  law. 

Mr.  Patton  replied  to  Mr.  K.,  pointing  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill,  which  provided  that 
immediately  after  the  seizure,  a  warrant  shoold 
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be  obtained  in  doe  form  from  some  jn^dal  of- 
ficer, for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  proper^ 
seized.  This  he  contwded  was  aU  that  was  ne- 
cessary to  guard  a^unst  the  abase  of  powo-, 
and  he  argued  that  if  a  warrant  under  ocuh  vis 
to  be  obtained  before  seizure,  that  the  Uw 
wonld  be  wholly  ineffeotnal,  as  it  would  in  in- 
most every  ins^oe,  if  not  in  every  one,  be 
evaded. 

Ur.  UzmFEB  then  addressed  the  House  at 
some  length,  in  t^poaition  to  the  hOl,  on  the 
ground  of  its  unconstitntimiality. 

The  debate  was  fhrther  oontinned  by  Uwn. 
Leqabb,  Ubsifeb,  Uazwsix,  and  TTsiuwood; 
when 

Mr,  CvBB3LkS  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded— 68  to  41,  and  toe  main 
questitm  (sdered,  and  waa  paned^yeu  130^ 
nays  46. 


IN  BSNATK 

Fbidat,  Uarch  2. 

Antt-Duelling  Bill. 

Ur.  pBEKTise,  agreeably  to  leave,  introduoed 
a  bill  to  prohibit  me  giving  or  accepting  Tithin 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  challenge  to  fight 
a  duel,  and  fw  theponidiment  thereof. 

Ur.  pBBNms  aud:  Ur.  Fre^dent,  in  brining 
fbrward  this  measure,  I  have  acted  from  a  hi^ 
sense  of  duty.  The  moral  and  rel^ions  prin- 
ciples in  which  I  have  been  educated,  and 
which  I  regard  as  binding  upon  me  in  aH  cir- 
cumstances and  situations,  whether  public  or 
private,  in  which  I  An  placed,  would  not  aUow 
me  to  hold  a  seat  here,  and  remain  inactin  in 
this  matter.  And  I  call  upon  Senators,  upon 
grave,  considerate  Senators,  heads  of  famines^ 
nithers  of  the  land,  to  interpose  their  authority 
and  influence  to  stay  a  practice  as  unsuited  to 
the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live,  as  it  is 
revolting  to  the  moral  and  rdimous  feeling  of 
tiie  oonn^.  I  call  upon  them  I);  th«r  regard 
to  the  rising  generation,  upon  wlunu  the  hqpea 
of  the  country  rest;  by  their  runrd  to  the 
eternal  and  Immutable  priociplee  of  moral  rec- 
titude ;  by  every  consideration  of  justice  and 
homauity ;  by  the  duty  they  owe  to  God  and 
their  country,  to  nve  their  aid  and  support  to 
a  measure  demanded  by  the  moral  sense  <tf  the 
nation,  and  no  less  necessary  to  maintun  firee- 
dom  of  discussion  here,  than  it  is  essential  to 
personal  seonrity,  and  to  the  preservatioa  of 
law,  llber^,  and  sodal  wdu*. 

Independent  TVeatury. 
The  Senate  took  up  the  Independent  Treas- 
ury bill.   Ur.  Stbanob  occupied  the  floor  imtil 
4  o'dock  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  gave  mj  for 
a  motion  to  acyoum. 


UovDAT,  Uarch  6. 
yeuiral  Selations. 
Mr.  BnoHASur,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign £<^ation^  to  which  bad  been  referred  the 
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bill  from  the  House  of  BepreflentAtives  "to 
amend  ah  act  entitled '  an  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  pmushment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,*  and  to  repeal  the  acts  there- 
in mentioned,"  reported  the  same  nith  amend- 
ments, 

Mr.  Buohanan  said  that  it  was  certainlj  a 
matter  of  some  importance  that  this  hill  shonld 
be  acted  on  speedilj ;  and  as  the  amendments 
which  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Bektions  had 
proposed  were  very  short,  and  ver^  mmple,  he 
was  ready  at  aaj  time  to  ^re  an.  ezpluiation 
lit  them. 

The  first  amendment  was  read  as  foUowa : 

Stoike  out  from  the  e^hth  and  nlntli  Unes  of  the 
ftnt  section  the  wordH,  "other  means  or  materials," 

'  and  Insert  instead  thereof  the  words, "  any  arms  or 
monitions  of  war ; "  and,  in  the  same  section,  after 
the  word  *'  enterprise,"  in  the  tenth  line,  insert  ttie 
following  words,  to  wit :  "  against  the  territory  or 
dominions  of  any  foreign  prince  or  state,  or  of  any 
colony,  district,  or  people,  conterminoos  with  the 
United  States,  and  with  whom  they  are  at  peace." 

Mr.  BncHANAir  observed  tliat  the  first  section 
of  tiiis  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Honse  was  en- 
tirely new,  and  introdaoed  new  provisions  into 
our  nentrality  laws,  the  extent  of  which  coold 
not  well  be  foreseen.  It  was  not  confined  to 
the  particolar  exi^ncy  which  had  called  for 
tiie  passage  of  this  act,  bat  was  co-extensive 
with  the  whole  world,  and  n^^t  operate  very 
injarioosly  agdnst  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States. 

Under  the  6th  section  of  the  Neutrality  Act 
ct  April  20, 1818,  any  person  who  shall,  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  "begin  or 
set  on  foot,  or  provide  or  prepare  the  means  for 
any  military  expedition  or  enterprise,"  against 
a  friendly  power,  was  punishable  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $8,000,  and  impHsonment  not  exceed- 
ing three  years.  The  8th  section  of  the  same 
act  confeired  upon  the  President  the  power  of 
empl(^ing  the  army,  the  navy,  and  the  militia 
of  the  United  Stat^  to  prevent  '*  the  cariring 
on  of  any  sooh  expetUtion  or  6aterpri8&"  irom 
our  territory,  agtonst  any  power  with  which  we 
ahonld  be  at  peaoe.  The  Senate  will  obserre 
that  this  power  of  prevention  was  not  to  be 
exerted  onUl  the  expedition  had  been  prepared, 
and  was  ready  to  leave  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  object  of  its 
destmatlon. 

Although  it  was  rendered  criminal  for  any 
person  "  to  provide  or  prepare  the  means  "  for 
such  an  enterprise,  and  after  a  regular  trial  uid 
conviction,  the  offender  was  liable  to  severe 
punishment,  yet  the  framers  of  the  act  of  1818, 
which  was  admirably  drawn,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  anthorize  the  President  to  direct  a 
•nzore,  in  the  first  instance,  of  every  article  of 
•very  description  which  might  be  mtended  to 
be  osed  as  "  the  meaiu  "  for  condooting  nch 
an  expe^tion.  The  Oommittee  on  Wordm 
Relations  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  he 
very  inconvenient  to  our  citizens  to  intrust  ex- 
eentive  officers  with  8aoh  a  broad  and  awe^^ 
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authority.  Hence,  in  the  bill  whldi  had  passed 
the  Senate,  there  was  no  authority  conferred 
upon  these  officers  to  seize  any  articles  except 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  vessels  or  ve* 
hides  fitted  out  with  apparent^  hostile  intentions 
against  a  friendly  oontermiuous  power,  and 
which  were  about  to  be  sent,  or  to  pass  across 
the  Interior  frontiers  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill,  now 
before  the  Senate,  none  of  these  limitations 
were  to  he  found,  either  in  r^ard  to  the 
articles  which  might  be  seized,  or  the  foreign 
oonntries  to  which  they  might  be  destined. 
Every  collector,  naval  officer,  surveyor,  or  in- 
spector of  the  customs  in  all  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  every  marshal  or  deputy  mar- 
shal, and  every  other  person  whom  the  Presi- 
dent might  empower  for  the  purpose,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  seize  and  det^n, 
not  merely  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  but  any 
other  "  means  or  materials  "  provided  for  snch 
an  expedition,  n<S  matter  whether  it  was  destin- 
ed for  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  or  America.  How 
easily  a  power  so  extensive,  especially  when 
conferred  upon  sooh  a  host  of  subordinate  of- 
ficers, might  be  abused,  every  Senator  could  at 
once  perceive.  Merchants  who  had  fitted  out 
vesseu  to  trade  with  foreign  countries  in  a  state 
of  war,  might  be  thus  harassed  and  annoyed ; 
and  that  too  without  any  mod  reason.  The 
present  exigency  demanded  no  audi  general 
change  in  our  neutrality  laws ;  perhaps,  in  this 
particular,  it  demanded  no  change  at  all.  VFhat 
was  that  exigency  I  An  insnrrection  had  brok- 
en out  in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  against  the 
British  Colonial  Government  These  two  Prov- 
inces, together  with  Texas  and  Mexico,  were 
conterminous  with  the  United  States.  The 
duties  of  good  neighborhood,  the  preservation 
of  peace  and  quiet  along  the  borders,- required 
that  the  rights  of  our  citizens,  under  tiie  law 
of  nations,  should  be  abridged  in  finishing 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  the  insurgents. 
A  few  pliun  and  simple,  but  precise  provisions 
had  been  adopted  by  the  Senate,  confined  to  the 
particnlar  case  in  point,  and  other  simihv  oases 
which  might  arise,  to  prerent  our  citizens  from 
sending  vessels  or  vehicles,  arms  or  munititms  of 
war  across  the  border,  intended  to  be  employed 
in  fuding  the  inanigents  in  their  hostile  attempts. 

There  was  no  more  fruitful  source  of  error 
in  le^alation  tlian  to  malie  general  and  indefi- 
nite provisions,  when  the  evil  to  be  remedied 
was  confined  to  a  particular  and  special  case. 

Considering  the  argent  neoesaty  of  the  pres- 
ent crisis,  and  the  danger  that,  the  passage  of 
an^  bill  might  be  debated  by  a  collision  of 
opinion  between  the  two  Houses,  the  commit- 
tee had  determined  not  to  move  a  rejection  of 
the  first  section  of  tiie  bill  from  the  Honse. 
They  had  contented  themselves  with  proposing 
saoh  amendments  as  would  confine  its  opera- 
tion within  proper  limits.  According  to  these 
amendments,  the  articles  which  might  be  seized 
were  restricted  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war ; 
and  th^  places  of  destination  would  not  be  ^ 
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the  vorld  generaUy,  bnt  cailjr  conterminoas 

coDQtries. 

Ur.  Clat,  of  Kentacky,  considered  the  amend- 
ments offered,  Boch  as  mider  all  the  circnm- 
stances  oo^t  to  be  adopted.  There  were  two 
eoosiderations  which,  on  general  pnnciples, 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  amendm«it«. 
The  first  was,  that  the  power  of  the  Ezeootive 
was  prohablj  too  much  extended  by  Uie  bill, 
withoat  the  changes  introdaced,  and  the  other, 
that  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  conduct  foreign 
trade  and  commerce  was  too  much  abridged. 

Hr.  NoBTBLL  said  he  would  like  to  propound 
one  question  to  the  honorable  churman.  It 
was  well  known  l^at  iheao  patrioU,  as  thej 
were  called  hj  some,  adopted^  a  mode  of  oper- 
ation extremely  difficnlt  to  detect  They  were 
in  the  habit  of  prooaring  wagons  like  tJhose 
used  by  the  tin  |«adlers,  in  which  were  secreted 
arms  and  monitions  of  war;  and  these  were 
driven  over  the  lines,  or  hidden  in  the  Hamnee 
Bwampfl,  from  whence  th^y  c«ald  be  taken  at 
I^easnre.  He  wished  to  know  if  there  was 
any  clause  hi  the  hill  which  would  reaoh  this 
caaet 

1&.  BuoHANAN  replied,  that  the  bill  did  make 
a  precise  provisioa  m  its  second  seotlcm. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  rrad : 

Secdon  S.  Strike  out  the  prOTiao  at  the  end  of 
this  section,  and  insert  Id  its  stead  Uie  following  : 
"  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  act  oontained  sbaU 
be  construed  to  extend  to,  or  interfere  with  any  tnule 
in  aims  or  munitioiiB  of  war,  conducted  in  vessels  by 
sea  with  any  forekn  port  or  plaoe  whaterer,  whidi 
might  have  been  lawMly  earned  on  before  the  pas- 
Mge  of  this  act,  under  the  law  of  nationB,  and  the 
inorlBiQnB  of  the  act  hefcby  amended." 

Hr.  BuoiCAKAN  Bidd  that  a  short  enlanation 
€f  this  amendment  was  necessary.  The  second 
section  of  the  bill  seemed  to  be  intended  as  & 
anhstitnte  for  the  first  and  second  seotiuns  of 
the  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate.  Our  hill 
had  been  confined  to  citizens  of  the  Umt«d 
States:  the  bill  of  the  House  embraced  all 
persons.  We  had  believed  that  If  the  United 
States  prevented  their  own  citizens  from  aid- 
ing in  insurrectionary  movements  in  neighbor- 
ing provinces  or  countries,  we  had  performed 
our  duty.  Under  the  law  of  nations,  it  was 
lawful  for  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  sell 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  to  foreigners,  with- 
out regard  to  the  use  which  was  intended  to 
be  made  of  them.  If  they  wore  cqitored  in 
prooeeding  to  a  fordga  country,  this  was  the 
sate  of  war,  and  the  fordgn  purchaser  must 
suffer  the  loss.  We  had  not  intwikded  to 
abridge  this  trade :  and  hence  our  bill  had  con- 
fined the  seizures  to  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
belonging  to  citizens  of  tiie  United  States. 

The  provisions  of  the  House  bill  mifj^t  essen- 
tially interfere  with  our  foreign  commerce  in 
arms  and  munitions  of  war,  unless  they  were 
confined  to  the  particular  objects  which  we  all 
had  in  view.  Tor  example,  Mexico  was  a 
country  conterminous  with  the  United  States. 


[i5TH  Con. 

Suppose  the  existence  of  a  civil  war  there,  and 
the  opponents  of  the  Government  to  have  ob- 
tained possession  of  the  port  and  city  of  Ten 
Cruz.  Under  this  bill,  neither  citdzens  of  the 
United  States  nor  foreigners  could  carry  cargoes 
of  arms  or  mnnitions  of  war  to  that  city  from 
any  of  onr  ports,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  them 
to  the  party  in  the  dvU  war  opposed  to  the 
Government,  because  it  would  be  notorious  thai 
they  were  intended  to  be  employed  ia  carrying 
on  military  operations  within  the  territory  of  a 
friendly  power ;  and  yet  such  a  trade  had  al- 
w^s  existed. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendment  was 
to  preserve  this  trade  to  onr  citizens,  by  confin- 
ing the  operation  of  the  second  section  of  the 
biU  to  the  interior  frontiers  of  the  United 
States,  leaving  the  trade  by  $m  ia  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  to  be  regulated  as  it  had  been 
heretofore  under  the  act  of  1818. 

Ilie  tiiird  amendment  was  read : 

Bection  three,  line  twelve,  insert  after  the  vvd 
"time"  the  words,  "notexoeediDgleDdajra" 

TSt.  BuoOAiTAir  s^  that,  In  ahnosfc  eveiy 
reject  the  Honse  had  adopted  a  much  stronger 
measure  than  the  Senate  had  deemed  neceasary. 
We  did  believe  that  where  a  man's  property 
was  seized  upon  suspicion,  no  matter  how 
strong,  if  he  would  nve  boiu  and  good  securi- 
ty, in  double  its  value,  that  it  should  not  he 
employed  in  violating  the  provisions  the  law, 
that  it  ought  to  be  immediately  reetored  to  hb 
possesfdon.  The  House  bad  adopted  a  differeot 
opinion.  Under  the  provisions  of  thor  bill,  at 
least  three  months  must  elapse  before  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  could  be  restored  to  the 
owne^upon  his  giving  such  a  bond  and  secur- 
ity. The  proposed  amendment  was  intended 
to  correct  what  he  could  not  but  believe  was  a 
mere  omisnon  in  the  House.  As  the  tlmd 
section  now  stood,  the  officer  or  persMt  who 
had  seized  the  property,  might  hoM  'it  as  long 
as  he  himself  deemed  a  reasonable  time,  withoat 
applying  to  the  Judge  for  a  warrant  tor  its  de- 
tention. The  propraed  amendment  provided 
tliat  he  shoula  mtdce  this  application  to  the 
Judge  for  a  warrant  within  a  reasonable  tnne, 
not  exceeding  ten  dayt  from  the  date  of  the 
seizure. 

The  fourth  amendment  was  read  and  adopt- 
ed, without  debate ;  and  is  as  follows : 

Stc.  9.  After  the  words  "reason  to  b^eve"  in  the 
second  Une,  insert  as  foUowa  :  that  the  proriMoa 
of  this  act  have  been  or  are  Uktly  to  be  Tiohted." 

The  fifth  amendment  was  read;  and  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  new  section : 

Sic  9.  And  btitfwthtr  enaded,  Tbrt  diis  act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  <he  period  <rf  two  yean, 
and  nolw^er.  , 

Vr.  BuoHAiTAH  siud  that  be  was  not  at  d 
satisfied  with  thebiH;  and  he  believed  hemi^t 
say  as  much  for  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Ke- 
lauons.  Bnt  the  crius  demanded  that  we 
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^oald  adopt  some  measure  prompUr;  and 
they  had  deemed  it  ne^ssarj  to  take  this  meas- 
ure, with  all  its  imperfections,  rather  than  do 
nothing.  Snoh  seemed  to  be  the  only  altema- 
tire,  nnder  existing  circnmstanoes.  There  was 
one  complaint,  at  least,  which  coold  not  iostl;^ 
be  made  against  the  bill ;  and  that  was,  uat  it 
did  not  give  snffident  power  to  the  Execative. 

committee  were  opposed  to  making  this  a 
pemianent  law,  and  pladng  it  as  sach  npon  onr 
statute  book,  as  port  of  oor  code  to  ^^gulate  oar 
nentral  relations  with  foreign  GK}Temment8. 
He  hoped  that  before  two  years  dioidd  eliwae, 
some  well  conddered  and  earefiiUy  drawn  Dill 
might  be  adopted  <m  the  snttfect 


HOUSE  or  BKPRSSBKTATIVSBL 

TuBBDAT,  March  6. 
Dvooree  of  Bank  and  8taU, 

Mr.  OAMBRgi-mfe,  from  the  Oommittee  of , 
Ifays  and  Means,  reported  that 

The  Buapeniion  specie  payments  by  the  banks 
throagfaoai  the  United  States,  in  Hay  last,  compelled 
tiw  Secirtaiy  ef  tiie  Treasuty,  obedienoe  to  the 
oonsUtation  and  existing  laws,  to  dispense  vHh  their 
agency  and  the  use  of  their  notes,  and  to  employ  the 
(HDoen  of  GoTimunent  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  his  De- 
partment. The  banks  refhsed  to  pay  the  large  sar- 
plns  deposited  with  them  in  the  only  medium  an- 
tborized  by  law,  and  the  ezpfm^nras  of  Gorenunent 
woold  hare  been  generally  snapended,  had  not  the 
pabUo  oredlton  oonsented  to  km^ts  thdr  dues  in 
drafts  open  banks  which  p^  them  only  in  Inedeem- 
able  notes. 

Under  such  extraordlnaty  drcnmstances,  it  became 
obTionsly  necessary  to  deviae  some  mode  of  manag- 
faig  onr  finances,  wbidi  wonld  prertot  similar  em- 
barrassments in  fttture.  The  Frendent,  aocordingly, 
bi  discharging  his  oonatltntirasl  duty,  reoommen&d, 
at  Ae  hte  SMsion,  a  soiss  of  mewirea,  cakalated, 
as  your  committee  belleTe,  to  stability  to  the 
operaUons  of  the  Treasury,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
T^ere  the  trade  and  banks  of  the  country  from  a 
'  connection  mutually  disadvantageous  to  them  and  to 
Oovenunent. 

These  reconunendaUons  were  opposed  by  the 
ftioMls  cf  a  NatlMial  Bank,  and  hj  others  who  de- 
rind  to  renew  oor  fiscal  relations  with  the  State 
banka.  li  was;  however,  admitted  that  there  was  so 
proqieot  of  the  estaUidunent  of  a  national  institu- 
tkm  tmt  some  years  to  come,  if  erer ;  and  the  explo- 
rioB  tit  the  State  bank  deposit  system  was  too  recent 
to  wsRanl  the  enectation  of  its  renewal  at  an  early 
period, tfataU.  yptwithstandlng, hewerer, the oon- 
Atioo  of  onr  fioanoes,  and  the  ingart  neceni^  of  acme 
regolatioQ  to  render  oor  Treasury  independent  of 
banks,  and  provide  addltiiMul  surds  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  money,  the  Treasury  was  left 
amidst  all  its  embarrassments.  The  same  regulations 
are  wun  reoommended  by  the  President ;  and  noth- 
ing &a,  in  tiie  mean  time,  oocuned  to  induce  the 
committee  to  duunge  their  oj^nicm,  that  thdr  adop- 
tioa  is  not  only  esamtial  to  the  asfe^  and  fatdHwnd- 
•noe  of  die  pnbHo  Treasnry,  bat  to  the  ataUlUy  of 
trade  and  of  every  sound  bank  in  the  Uidon. 

The  events  of  the  last  Oree  years  bare  prodaoed  a 
general  oouTi^m,  that  the  pi&lio  mon^  dmitd  not 
Tou  XUU-Al 
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be  emjdoyed  by  banks  or  any  other  insUtutioos  in  com- 
mercial discounts,  however  profitable  its  use  might 
be  to  their  stockhtdders.  Diuing  the  speculations  of 
1686  and  1886,  the  deposit  banks  stimulated  specula^ 
ti(Hi  to  exeeas,  and  in  1687  suddenly  withdrew  tiieir 
aooonunodations  to  meet  the  public  demands.  The 
accumulation  and  distribution  of  the  suiplus  were 
among  the  most  powerful  causes  of  that  alann  which 
produced  the  suspendon  of  ^racie  payments.  When 
banka  thus  employ  the  public  money,  they  deal  in  a  fund 
over  which  they  have  no  ooatrol,  and  its  constant 
transfers  and  fluctnattiMS  embarrasa  their  oonuperdal 
opmtions.  Even  Goramment  Hselt  cannot  r^olate 
its  amount,  anticipate  its  fluctuaUous,  or  the  demands 
upui  the  Treasury.  Under  any  system  of  revenoe,  the 
transactions  of  Government  would  embarrass  toada 
wherever  they  are  united.  But  in  this  country,  the 
oonnection  is  particulariy  disastrous,  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  fluotnations  in  onr  revenue.  Our  income 
li  derived  from  customs  aod  publio  lands,  and  ia 
violenUy  affected  by  the  rapid  growth  of  our  wealth, 
oommeroe,  and  population.  Under  oor  revenue  laws, 
as  they  have  heretofore  existed,  we  have  repeatedly 
had  a  largo  surplus  at  one  mwnent,  and  immediatdy 
after  a  buikmpt  Treasury.  By  renewing  the  oonneo- 
tion  with  banks,  we  shall  make  the  public  revenue 
again  instnunental  in  exoiting  q;>eculation,  embar- 
rassing  trade,  and  injuring  every  dasB  of  the  eom* 
mmJty. 

The  proposed  separation  la  essential  to  the  steady  and 
independent  action  of  trade,  banks,  and  Qovwnment. 
The  finances  of  the  latter  must  become  embarrassed  at 
ewiy  revdution,  so  Icuig  as  onr  revenue  consists  of 
bank  notea  or  bank  deposits.  The  convertibiU^ 
either  into  specie  is  wholly  illnsive,  and  lias  been  hith- 
erto sustained  by  confidence  alone.  That  ooofidenoe 
la  now  destroyed.  If  a  fewbanks<Hily  had  snqiended 
q>ede  payments  from  bad  managraneot,  confidence 
in  other  institntions  mi^t  have  been  continued.  Or 
i^  as  in  war,  Government  had  deemed  it  expeiUent 
to  borrow  thieir  credit  and  sanction  its  abnse,  it  might 
have  revived  with  the  return  of  peace,  and  Uie  resto- 
ration of  qiede  payments.  But  it  never  has  occur- 
red before,  that,  in  time  <tf  peace,  and  amidst  general 
proq>erlty,  the  banks  of  a  nation  have  simultaneously 
suqtended  q>ecie  payments ;  and,  what  is  Sat  more 
important,  as  it  r^ards  the  future,  the  wishes  of  the 
trsiungoommnnity  antidpated  the  action  of  the  banks, 
the  suspension  was  hailed  as  a  measure  <^  OMnsser* 
dal  reltof,  our  Legislaturea  sanotiMied  it,  and  the  pub- 
lie  were  eon^led  to  aocpiiesce.  The  e0bcta  of  the 
suqieiuton  were  little  onderitood  by  thoae  who 
deoned  it  a  measure  of  relief.  The  trade  of  no 
oountry  can  be  relieved  by  a  sodden  redaction  of  Ito 
currency.  We  had  been  for  twelve  months  under 
the  harsh  operation  of  a  diminution  of  commercial 
and  bank  credits.  They  had  nearly,  If  not  quite, 
reached  that  minimum  from  which,  after  atempMary 
stagnation  of  bade,  they  would  naturally  have  risen 
agun,  when  the  suspennon  {tos  all  commercial  pofw 
poses  at  home)  suddenly  converted  eighty  miPiona 
of  currency  into  merdiandise,  and  It  waa  withdrawn 
frmn  circidation.  The  compound  standard  of  spade 
and  paper,  by  a4i]<^  the  prmwr^  of  the  Union  had 
been  measured,  was  alnnpUy  raduced  from  about 
one  hundred  and  nine^  millions  to  one  hundred  and 
ten  millions  of  a  Tarioody  depredated  currency;  ot, 
if  we  eonsider  spede  as  the  only  common  standard, 
from  a  hundred  and  ninety  to  eighty  millions.  For- 
ego exdianges  rose,  notwitiistandlng  this  exttaoidl- 
nary  teduolkn,  and  all  the  sai^oine  antk^atiws  of  • 
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a  revivaj  of  confidence  and  credit  vere  disappointed. 
Our  reduced  currency  was  Btill  fhrtiier  diminished, 
tJie  term  of  our  commercial  embairaflaments  was  pro- 
longed, and  the  revival  of  trade  poelpoaed  to  an  on- 
oertainpofod.  liese  were  tfie  oonieqoenoaB  of  tint 
measure  idiidh  It  was  supposed  would  reUeve  the 
eonoby. 

But  bowerer  we  may  suffer  by  the  recent  8aq>en- 
fllOB,  we  must  antidpate  a  similar  event  at  every  re- 
▼■Irion.  It  cannot  be  avoided  in  this  age  of  specu- 
lation, and  with  our  system  of  banking.  In  perioda 
of  alarm,  those  who  are  threatened  with  bstiKruptoy 
irill  seek  relief  In  any  measure,  regardless  cf  conse- 
qumoes.  The  banks  will  certainly  yield  to  the  de- 
mutds  of  trade  in  some  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  re- 
collections of  the  run  upon  them  in  ISST  will  produce 
a  paiUc,  which  must  compel  most,  if  not  all,  other 
bulks  to  follow  their  example.  8omo  portions  of 
the  Union  may  poembly  escape ;  bat  we  may  eer* 
tainlv  anticipate  embarrassment  In  some  sections,  and 
we  sboald  acconUngly  prepare  for  it.  The  baijdng 
system  of  tUa  country  mnst  be  thoroughly  reformed 
before  confidence  in  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes 
can  be  permanentiy  revived.  No  such  reform  can, 
at  this  time,  be  anticipated.  A  few  more  disastrous 
rerulaions  may  compel  us,  at  some  fbture  period,  to 
correct  the  vices  of  our  system ;  but,  for  the  present, 
it  is  evident  that  our  local  currendes  are  to  be  still 
ftarther  vitiated  by  State  le^slation.  With  oar  re- 
cent experience,  and  with  such  a  prospect  before 
us,  a  Just  and  patriotic  regard  for  the  public  interest 
oigently  requires  that  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  should  not  be  hereafter  exposed  to  embar- 
rassment or  bankruptcy  by  being  connected  with  a 
UaUe  at  wil  tbnes  to  e^toriwi,  and  that  It 
never  sgun  be  made  dependent  upon  every 
vtcMtode  in  the  commercial  system  of  tiie  worid. 

The  pidilio  mind  is  satisfied  that  siBne  plan  should 
be  adopted  to  relieve  trade  from  any  connection  with 
our  revenues,  and  to  render-our  Treasury  independ- 
ent of  all  explodons.  Kumerous  pUms  have  been 
proposed  for  making  a  partial  use  of  banks,  for  the 
more  purpose  of  keqdng  the  pubUo  money,  under 
some  qtecial  dqraait  system,  witti  an  obligation 
not  to  employ  it  in  loans  to  trade.  No  such  depodt 
can  be  effectual  but  one  which  secnrea  to  the  Treas- 
ury the  control  over  the  money  specially  deposited, 
and  leaves  the  didly  receipts  and  payments  to  be 
made  by  public  officers.  Such  a  system  would 
merely  secure  the  use  oC  the  vaults  of  the  banks  as 
placea  of  safe^,  and  would  be  mmeoessary  where  our 
pabUc  offices  are  supplied,  as  they  all  must  be,  with 
TBulls  or  safes,  or  both,  for  the  preservation  of  the 
public  archives  and  treasure.  If  the  banks  have 
control  over  the  public  money  deposited  with  them, 
all  the  stipulations  and  obligations  which  can  be  con- 
trived will  never  prevent  them  from  discounting  upon 
it,  directly  or  indirectly ;  and  all  tiie  guards  we  can 
provide  win  sot  secure  to  the  TreasiuT  its  specie 
fund  In  case  of  a  suspension.  The  various  r^lar 
tioDS  which  have  been  proposed  would  be,  in  practloe, 
mere  nullities.  The  obligation  to  credit  the  revenue 
,  collected,  as  specie,  has  always  existed,  and  would 
be  more  binding  hereafter  than  it  has  been  here- 
toEne ;  and  a  qiecial  deporit,  ezdusivdy  eontrolled 
Iqr  the  bank,  would  Im  as  mumdkUe  in  ease  <tf  a 
•QSpension  as  any  other,  whidi  it  would  be  equally 
bound  in  law  to  pay  In  specie.  A.  stipulation  that 
the  bank  should  pay  the  Treasury  warrant  in  specie 
would  be  abortive,  as  that  must  be  determined  by 
•4he  Government  creditor.    Whether  the  depoints 


are  in  q>ecie  or  in  bank  notes,  it  will  p«y  oat  bi 
own  notes,  and  increase  its  lUwonnts  acccirdii^. 
Poiodioal  settlements  with  banks  having  contn) 
overtlie  deposits,  before  and  after  tbe  ifHtWint. 
would  be  a  mere  formality.  Banlts  m^t  be  em- 
ployed under  a  system  of  joint  management  ad 
control.  Special  collectiona,  depowts,  and  disbune- 
menta  might  be  made  under  the  care  of  two  sets  of 
officers,  one  to  be  appointed  by  GoTemment,  tfac 
other  by  the  banks ;  but  eaA  a  plan  would  reqae 
a  much  greater  number  of  officers  than  is  now  pie- 
;  and  would,  at  the  same  time,  enafaie  At 
employed  by  the  Treasury  to  substitule  tfKw 
notes  for  the  coin  oolleoted,  and  enlaize  their  ismes 
and  their  discounts,  whidi  is  one  of  tbe  princqui 
evils  designed  to  be  avoided  by  the  aeparadon. 

The  Treasurv  cannot,  with  safety  to  itsdf  or  to 
trade,  part  irith  its  control  over  the  public  money, 
ftom  Its  oaUecli(xi  to  its  diaburseaMBL  After  ex- 
amining the  snt^eet  in  all  its  beariiwB,  and  whh  every 
dedre  to  unite  public  smtiment  m  some  m^mre, 
tbe  oonmiitteo  are  more  tlian  ever  eonvinoed  that  tiw 
dmplest,  most  economical,  and  best  plan,  for  all  fa- 
•terests,  as  a  permanent  sysbem,  is  to  em^oy  ofSoos 
of  Government,  appointed  by  the  President  with  Ae 
i^robation  of  the  Senate,  to  collect,  keep,  and  St- 
.  burse  the  puUio  numey,  under  sndi  rcfolatiaai^ 
guards,  and  restrictions  as  Congreas  may  fttan  tine  ta 
time  deem  expediott 

A  bill  for  the  divorce  of  Bank  mi  State,  and 
for  the  establi^ment  of  aa  Independent  T^eis- 
HTj  fin-  the  United  Sti^  was  tnen  repMted. 


nr  aEZTATX. 
Satcicdat,  Maroh  10. 
2nd^etideTU  Treatury  BiU. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Independent  Treasury  bill ;  the  qneetion  'baag. 
on  Mr.  BnoHAKAs^e  motion  to  posfepona  the  bB 
and  amendment  till  the  next  eeflsion. 
The  motion  was  lost  by — 

YtiB. — ^Uessrs.  Bayard,  Budianan,  day  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Orundy,  Kni^ 
HcKean,  Herrick,  Prentisa,  Preston,  Rives,  Befatai^ 
Rubles,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  ^lence,  QnA, 
Taltmadge,  Tipton,  Wdieter,  and  Wldte— SS. 

Nats. — Hcastb.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoai, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  Kia^ 
Linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Uorria,  Uouton,  Kidioli^ 
NUes,  Norvell,  Fierce,  Roane,  RotnnBoo,  Sevier, 
&nith  of  ConnecticDt,  Strange,  Trotter,  Walker,  WaB, 
VniUam^  Wri|^  and  Toui^as. 

Inc^aideiU  TreagyryS^lif  Mr. 
CaUom  to  Mr.  Clay. 
Having  now  established  by  Hie  reeord  that  I 
have  changed  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  prind* 
iior  deserted  any  parfy,  the  charge  of  tiia 
ator,  with  all  the  asperaons  wiA  vlui^  ha 
accompanied  it,  foils  prostrate  to  the  earth. 
Here  I  might  leave  the  solgect,  and  close  my 
vindication.   But  I  choose  not    I  shall  follow 
the  Senator  op,  step  by  step,  in  his  nnprovoked, 
and,  I  may  now  add,  gronodless  attaclL,  wilh 
blows  not  lees  decisive  and  victorious. 
The  Sen^  next  proceeded  to  state,  that  in 
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a  cert^n  docnment  (if  be  named  it  I  did  not 
hear  him)  I  assign  as  the  reason  why  I  could  not 
join  in  the  attack  on  the  Administration,  that 
the  benefit  of  the  Tictory  wonld  not  ennre  to 
myself  or  party ;  or,  as  he  explained  him- 
s^f^  because  it  would  notplaoe  myself  and  them 
in  power.  I  presnme  he  referred  to  a  letter,  in 
answer  to  an  invitation  to  a  pnblio  dinner, 
oflbred  me  by  iny  old  and  faithful  friends  and 
oonstitaents  of  Edgefield,  in  approbation  of  my 
oonrse  at  the  extra  sesdou. 
FMr.  Clat.  I  do.] 

llie  pressure  of  domesUo  engagements  would 
not  permit  me  to  accept  tibeir  invitation,  and, 
in  declining  it,  I  deemed  it  due  to  them  and 
myself  to  explain  my  course,  in  its  political 
and  party  bearing,  more  fully  than  I  had  done 
In  debate.  They  had  a  right  to  know  my  rea- 
sons, and  I  expressed  myself  with  the  frankness 
due  to  the  long  and  uninterrupted  confidence 
that  bad  ever  existed  between  ns.  Having 
made  tiiese  explanatory  remarks,  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  meet  the  assertion  of  the  Senator,  and 
I  sgidn  take  issue  on  the  fact.  I  asdgned  no 
moh  reason  as  the  Senator  atbibntes  to  me.  I 
never  dreamed  or  thought  of  snoh  a  one-;  cor 
can  any  force  of  construction  extort  it  from 
what  I  said.  No :  my  object  was  not  power  or 
place,  either  for  myself  or  party.  It  was  Ux 
more  humble  and  honest  It  was  to  save  our- 
selves and  our  principles  iVom  being  absorbed 
and  lost  in  a  piu^y  more  nnmerouB  and  power- 
ful, but  differing  from  us  on  almost  every  prin- 
ciple and  question  of  policy. 

When  the  suBpension  of  specie  payments  took 
place  in  May  Ii^t,  (not  unexpected  to  me,)  I 
immediately  turned  my  attention  to  the  event 
earnestly,  conndering  it  as  an  event  pregnant 
with  great  and  lastinfl  consequences.  Review- 
ing the  whole  ground,  I  saw  nothing  to  change 
In  the  opinions  and  principles  I  had  avowed  Tu 
1884,  and  I  determmed  to  carry  them  out,  as 
far  as  circumstances  and  my  ability  would  en- 
able me.  But  I  saw  that  my  course  must  be 
influenced  by  the  position  which  the  two  great 
contending  parties  might  take  in  reference  to 
the  qaestion.  I  did  not  doubt  that  the  Opposi- 
tion wonld  rally  either  on  a  Kational  Bank,  or 
a  combination  of  State  bonks,  with  Mr.  Bid^e*s 
at  the  head ;  but  I  was  wholly  uncertain  what 
oonrse  the  Administration  wonld  adopt,  and  re- 
mained so  till  the  Message  of  the  President  was 
received  and  read  by  the  Secretary  at  his  table. 
"When  I  saw  he  went  for  a  divorce,  I  never 
hesitated  amoment.  Not  only  my  opinions  and 
principles  long  entertuned,  and,  as  I  have 
shown,  ftilly  expressed  years  ago,  but  the  high- 
est political  motives,  left  me  no  alternative.  I 
perceived,  at  once,  that  the  object,  to  accom- 
plish which  we  had  acted  in  concert  with  the 
Opposition,  had  ceased  \  Executive  usnrnations 
baa  come  to  an  end  for  the  present;  andtoatthe 
Btru£^e  with  the  Administration  was  no  longer 
for  power,  but  to  save  themselves.  I  also  clear- 
ly saw  if  we  should  unite  with  Ihe  Oppodtlon 
In  tbur  attack  on  the  Administration,  the  vic- 


tory over  them  in  the  position  they  oconpied, 
would  be  a  victory  over  us  and  our  principles. 
It  required  no  sagacity  to  see  that  such  would 
be  the  result  It  was  as  plain  as  day.  The 
Administration  had  taken  position,  as  I  have 
shown,  on  the  ve^  ground  I  occupied  in  1884, 
and  which  the  whcue  State  Rights  party  had 
taken  at  the  same  time  in  the  other  House,  as 
its  jonmsls  will  prove.  The  Opposition,  under 
the  banner  of  the  bank,  were  moving  against 
them  for  the  very  reason  that  they  had  taken 
tiie  ground  they  did. 

Now,  I  ask,  what  would  have  been  the  result 
if  we  had  joined  in  the  attack  1  No  one  can 
now  doabt  that  the  victory  over  those  in  power 
would  have  been  certain  and  decisive,  nor 
would  the  consequences  have  been  the  least 
doubtful.  The  first  fruit  would  have  been  a 
National  Bank.  The  priucipleB  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, and  the  very  object  of  the  attack,  would 
have  necessarily  led  to  that.  We  would 
have  been  not  only  too  feeble  to  resist,  but 
would  Ubve  been  committed  by  joining  in  the 
attack  witii  its  avowed  object  to  go  one, 
while  those  who  support  uie  Administratioa 
would  have  been  scattered  In  the  winds.  We 
shonld  then  have  had  a  bank— that  is  dear ; 
nor  is  it  less  certaiu,  that  In  its  train  there 
would  have  followed  all  the  consequences  which 
have  and  ever  will  follow,  when  tried~high 
dntiee,  overfiowing  revenue,  extravagant  ex- 
penditures, lai^  surpluses ;  in  a  word,  all  those 
disastrons  con8e<^uence8  which  have  well  nigh 
overthrown  our  uiatitntioos,  and  involved  the 
country  in  its  present  diffici^ties.  The  inflaenoe 
of  the  institution,  the  known  principles  and 
policy  of  the  Oppodtion,  and  the  utter  prostra- 
tion of  the  Adininistration  party,  and  the  ab- 
swption  of  ours,  would  have  led  to  these  re- 
sults as  certainly  as  we  exist 

I  now  wpeal,  Senators,  to  your  candw  and 
justice,  and  ask,  oonld  I,  having  all  these  con- 
sequences before  me,  with  my  known  opinions 
and  that  of  the  party  to  which  I  belong,  and  to 
which  only  I  owe  fidelity,  have  acted  differ- 
eoUy  from  what  I  did  t  Would  not  any  ot^r 
course  have  justly  exposed  me  to  the  charge  of 
having  abandoned  my  principles  and  party, 
with  which  I  am  now  accused  so  unjustly} 
Nay,  would  it  not  have  been  worse  than  folly 
— been  madness  in  me,  to  have  taken  ai^ 
other  f  And  yet,  the  gromds  which  I  have 
assumed  in  tiiU  exporitim  ore  the  very  reatona 
asdgned  in  my  letter,  and  which  the  Senator 
has  pOTverted  most  nnfiiirly  and  uigustly  into 
the  pitifhl^  personal,  uid  selfish  reason,  which 
he  hasattnbated  to  me.  Confirmative  of  what 
I  say,  I  again  appeal  tothe  record.  TheSecre- 
tary  will  read  tne  paragraph  marked  in  my 
Edgefield  letter,  to  whicbf  I  presume,  the  Sen- 
ator allnded. 

"  As  Boon  as  X  saw  this  atate  of  things  I  eleiriy 
percdved  that  a  very  imporunt  questioD  was  pre- 
sented for  our  determination,  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  dedde  forthwith — ^isll  ve  continue  oar 
joint  attack  with  the  Nationals  on  those  in  power,  li^ 
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the  new  position  which  the;  bare  been  compelled  to 
oeeapjl  It  was  clear,  with  oW  joint  forcCB,  we  could 
ntteriT  overtiirow  ma  demoliih  them,  halt  It  was  not 
lew  dear  that  the  victory  woold  enure,  not  to  oa, 
bat  exeluBiTely  to  the  benefit  of  our  allies  and  their 
cause.  They  were  the  most  nnmerous  and  powerful, 
and  the  point  of  aasault  on  the  potiUon  which  the 
party  to  be  aseaulted  had  taken  in  relation  to  the 
banks,  would  tiare  greatly  Btrengthened  the  settled 
principles  and  policy  of  the  National  party,  and 
weakened,  in  the  same  degree,  ours.  They  are,  and 
tnt  have  been,  the  dedded  adrocates  of  a  National 
Bank,  and  are  now  in  favor  of  one  with  a  capital  so 
ample  as  to  be  sufficient  to  control  the  State  faistitu- 
tions,  and  to  regulate  the  currency  and  exdianges  of 
the  country.  To  join  them  with  their  avowed 
otyect  in  the  attack  to  overthrow  those  in  power,  on 
the  ground  they  occupied  against  a  bank,  would,  of 
eoone,  not  only  hare  placed  the  Government  and 
oountiy  in  their  bands  without  t^porilion,  but  would 
have  committed  us,  beyond  the  possibility  of  eztri- 
cation,  for  a  bank,  and  absorbed  our  puty  in  the 
ranks  of  tiie  National  BepuUicans.  The  first  fruits 
of  the  victory  would  have  been  an  overdiadowing 
National  Bank,  with  an  immense  ca{Hta],  not  less  than 
from  fifty  to  a  hundred  millions,  which  would  hs  ve  cen- 
traUzed  the  currency  and  exchanges,  and  with  them 
the  commerce  and  capital  of  the  country,  in  what- 
ever sectioa  the  head  of  the  institution  might  be 
placed.  The  next  would  be  the  indissoluble  union 
<tf  the  pditical  opptments,  whose  principles  and  policy 
are  so  (^posite  to  ours,  and  so  dangerous  to  our  instl* 
tutions,  as  well  as  so  oppressive  to  us." 

I  now  ask,  is  there  any  thing  in  this  extract 
which  will  warrant  the  constmotion  that  the 
Senator  has  attempted  to  force  on  it  f  Is  it 
not  manifest  that  the  expression  on  which  he 
fixes,  tiiat  the  victory  would  enure,  not  to  as, 
bat  exolarively  to  the  benefit  of  the  Opporition, 
aDodea  not  to  power  or  idace,  bnt  to  piindple 
midp<dl«7t  Oen  words  be  mwe  plain  I  Vhat 
tiien  becmnes  MTall  4he  aq>emiona  of  the  8eii»* 
tnr,  his  reflections  ahont  selfldmeu  and  the 
want  <^  pfttriotism,  and  his  sJlnsions  and  illus- 
trations to  give  them  force  and  effect  ?  They 
mi  to  the  ground  without  deserving  a  notice, 
with  his  ffTonndless  aooasatioQ.  But,  in  ao  pre- 
mtditated  and  indiscriminate  an  attack,  it  conld 
not  be  expected  that  my  motives  woold  entire- 
ly escape,  and  we  accordingly  find '  the  Senator 
▼ery  charitably  leaving  it  to  time  to  disclose 
my  motive  for  going  over.  Leave  it  to  time  to 
di^lose  my  motive  for  going  overt  I,  who 
have  i^anged  no  opinion,  abandoned  no  prin- 
ciple, desnted  no  party;  I,  who  have  stood 
Bt^l,  and  maintained  my  gnrand  agdnst  every 
di£BoiiIty,  to  be  told  that  it  is  left  to  time  to  dis- 
close my  motive  I  The  impatation  rinks  totbe 
earth  with  the  groondless  charge  on  which  it 
rests.   I  stamp  it  with  scorn  in  the  dust.  I 

rick  up  the  dart,  which  fell  harmless  at  my  feet, 
hnri  it  tMck.  What  the  Senator  charges  on 
me  ni^astly,  he  hat  actually  done.  He  went 
over  on  a  memorable  occasion,  and  ^d  not 
leave  it  to  time  to  disclose  his  motive. 

The  Senator  next  tells  as  that  I  bore  a  char- 
acter for  stem  fidelity,  which  he  accompanied 
•rith  rraiarks  implying  that  I  had  forfeited  it 


by  my  coarse  on  the  present  occaeaon.  if  he 
means  by  stem  fidelity  a  devoted  attachment  to 
doty  and  principle,  which  notbing  can  over- 
come,  the  character  is,  indeed,  a  high  one,  and, 
I  trost,  not  entirely  anmerited.  I  have,  st 
least,  the  authority  of  the  Senator  himself  for 
saying  that  it  belonged  to  me  before  the  present 
occasion,  and  it  is,  of  conne,  ioenmbott  oa 
him  to  show  that  I  We  dnce  forf^ted  it.  Be 
will  find  tiie  task  a  Herenleanone.  It  wonM 
be  by  fer  more  easy  to  show  the  oppomte; 
that,  instead  of  forfeiting,  I  have  streiifthimed 
my  title  to  the  character ;  instead  of  abandon- 
ing any  principles,  I  have  firmly  adhered  to 
them,  and  that,  too,  onder  the  most  appalling 
diffionlties.  If  I  were  to  select  an  instance  in 
the  whole  course  of  my  life  on  which,  above  all 
others,  to  rest  my  claim  to  the  character  which 
the  S^ator  attributed  to  me,  it  woold  be  this 
very  one,  which  he  has  selected  to  prove  that  I 
have  forfeited  it  I  acted  with  the  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  diflBetdties  1  had  to  enoonntw,  and 
Va»  respraribility  I  had  to  iocor.  I  saw  a  great 
and  powerftd  party,  proi>abIy  the  moat  power* 
ftd  in  the  oonntry,  eagerly  seizing  on  tbe  catai* 
trophe  which  had  befallen  the  carrency,  tnA 
the  oonsequokt  embarrassments  that  followed, 
to  displace  those  in  power,  wwnst  whom  iha^ 
had  been  long  contending.  Isaw  that,  to  stand 
between  them  and  tbeLr  olgeot,  I  must  neces- 
sarily Inenr  thdr  deep  and  lasting  di^easiir& 
I  also  saw  that,  to  mdnbun  tbe  Adnuoistratioo 
in  the  podtiiHi  they  had  taken,  to  separata  the 
Government  from  the  banks,  I  would  draw 
down  on  me,  with  the  exception  of  some  of  the 
Southern  baiiks,  the  whole  weif^t  trf  that  ex- 
tensive, ooncentrated,  and  powerftd  interat— 
the  most  powerfnl  by  fiir  of  any  in  the  whole 
oommnoity ;  and  thns  I  would  unite  agiiiHt 
me  8  eomblnati(m  of  political  and  moneyed  »- 
flnenoe  almost  irreristil^e.  Nor  was  thb  alL  X 
could  sot  bnt  see  that,  however  pore  and  dis> 
interested  my  motivesL  and  however  eonsisteat 
my  coarse  with  all  I  had  ever  aud  done^  I 
would  be  exposed  to  the  very  and  mspx- 

rions  which  I  amnowreDelUns.  The  ease  with 
which  they  could  be  maae,  and  the  temptatiaa 
to  msJce  them,  I  saw  were  too  great  to  be  re- 
sisted by  the  party  morality  of  the  day,  as 
groundless  as  I  have  demonstrated  them.  Bat 
there  was  another  consequence  that  I  could 
not  but  foresee,  far  more  painftal  to  me  than  all 
otiiers.  I  bnt  too  clearly  saw  that,  in  so  sod- 
den and  0(miplex  a  Juncture,  called  on  as  I  was 
to  decide  on  my  oonrse  instantly,  as  it  were^  oa 
the  field  <tf  battle,  without  oonsaltatioo,  or  cx- 
pkuning  my  reasons,  I  wotdd  estrange  for  a 
time  many  of  my  political  friends,  who  bad 
passed  through  with  me  so  many  trials  and  dif- 
ficulties, and  for  whom  I  feel  a  brother*8  love. 
Bqt  I  saw  before  me  the  path  of  du^,  and, 
though  ragged,  and  hedged  on  all  sides  with 
these  and  many  other  diffictdties,  I  did  not  hes- 
itate a  moment  to  take  it  After  I  had  made 
up  my  mind  as  to  my  course,  in  a  oonvwsatkw 
1^1^  a  friend  about  the  reBjwnsibiUty  I  wooid 
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assame,  he  remarked  tb&t  my  own  State  might 
desert  me.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  impoasi- 
bie ;  bat  the  resolt  has  proved  that  I  ander-es- 
timated  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  my 
TirtoooB  and  noble  State.  I  ask  her  pardon 
for  the  distnist  implied  in  my  answer ;  bat  I 
Sik  with  assnranw  it  will  be  granted,  on  the 
l^otmda  I  aball  put  it — (hat  in  b^ag  i»«pared 
to  samifloe  her  o(Hifideno&  as  dear  to  me  as 
lightand  life^  rather  than  disobey,  <m  this  great 
qaesticML  the  diotatea  of  my  Judgment  and  oon- 
aoieQce,  I  proved  mysdf  worthy  of  b«ng  her 
repnaentative. 

But  if  tiie  Senator,  in  attributing  to  me  stem 
ftdc^ty,  meant,  not  devotion  to  principle,  but 
to  party,  and  especially  the  party  of  which  be 
is  BO  prominent  a  mediber,  uiy  answer  is,  that  I 
never  belonged  to  his  party,  nor  owed  it  any 
fidelity ;  and,  of  course,  could  forfeit,  in  refer- 
ence to  it,  no  character  for  fidelity.  It  is  true, 
we  acted  in  concert  agunst  what  we  believe  to 
be  the  usurpations  of  the  Ezeoative ;  and  it  is 
true,  that,  auring  the  Ume,  I  saw  much  to  es- 
teem in  those  with  whom  I  acted,  and  ctm- 
traeted  friendly  relations  with  many  which  I 
itfiall  not  be  the  first  to  forget.  It  is  also  true 
that  a  common  party  designation  was  applied 
to  the  Opposition  in  the  aggregate,  no^  bow- 
ever,  with  my  approbation ;  but  it  is  no  less 
true  that  it  was  universally  known  that  it  con< 
idsted  of  two  distinct  parties,  dissimilar  in  prin- 
ciple and  policy,  except  in  relation  to  the  object 
for  which  they  had  nuited :  the  National  R»- 
pnblican  party,  and  the  portion  of  the  State 
Bights  party  which  had  separated  from  the 
Administration,  on  the  ground  that  it  had  de- 
parted from  the  true  principles  of  the  orij^al 

Sarty.  That  I  belonged  exclusively  to  that 
etached  ncHrtion,  and  to  neither  the  Oppoution 
nor  Administration  party,  I  prove  by  my  ez- 
pU<^t  declaration,  contained  in  one  <tf  tbe  ex- 
tracts  read  from  my  q>eeah  on  the  currency  in 
1884.  That  the  puly  generally,  and  the  State 
which  I  represent  in  part,  Stood  aloof  from  both 
of  the  parties^  may  be  established  from  the  foot 
that  they  refused  to  mingle  in  tbe  party  and 

Eolitioal  contests  of  tbe  day.  Hy  State  with- 
eld  her  electoral  vote  in  two  snooessive  Presi- 
dential elections ;  and,  rather  than  to  bestow  it 
on  either  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  the 
distinguished  citizen  whom  he  opposed,  in  tbe 
first  of  those  elections:;  she  threw  her  vote  on  a 
patriotic  citizen  of  Virginia,  since  deceased,  of 
Iier  own  polities,  hut  who  was  not  a  candidate; 
and,  In  the  last,  she  refused  to  give  it  to  the 
woithy  Senator  from  Tennessee  near  me,  (Judge 
Whitb,)  though  his  principles  and  views  of  pol- 
icy approach^l  so  much  nearer  to  hers  uian 
that  of  the  party  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  belongs.  But,  snppose  the  fact  was 
otherwise,  and  that  the  two  parties  had  blended 
so  as  to  form  one,  and  that  lowed  to  the  united 

Farty  as  much  fidelity  as  I  do  to  that  to  which 
exclnsively  belonged ;  even  on  that  supposi- 
tion, no  conception  of  part^  fidelity  could  have 
ooDtroUed  my  coarse  on  the  present  oooa^n. 


(Much,  1888. 

I  am  not  among  those  who  pay  no  r^ord  to 
party  obligations;  on  the  contrary,  f  place 
fidelity  to  party  among  the  political  virtues, 
but  I  assign  to  it  a  limited  sphere.  I  confine  it 
to  matters  of  detail  and  arrangement,  and  to 
minor  questions  of  policy.  Beyond  that,  on  all 
questions  hivt^vlng  principles,  or  measures  cal- 
culated to  a£feot  materially  the  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  oonntry,  I  look  ouy  to  God  and 
coantry. 

And'here,  Mr.  President,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  to  declare  my  present  political 
position,  so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  here- 
after. I  belong  to  the  old  Bepublican  State 
Rights  party  of  '98.  To  that,  and  that  alone,  I 
owe  fidelity,  and  by  that  I  shall  stand  throngb 
every  change,  and  in  spite  of  every  diflBonlty. 
Its  creed  is  to  be  found  in  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, and  Virginia  resolutions  and  report;  and 
its  policy  is  to  confine  the  action  of  this  Gov- 
ernment within  the  narrowest  limits  compati- 
ble with  the  peace  and  security  of  these  States, 
and  the  object  for  which  the  Union  was  ex- 
pressly formed.  I,  as  one  of  that  party,  shall 
support  all  who  snpport  its  princiries  and  poli- 
cy, and  oppose  all  who  oppose  than.  I  nave 
given,  and  shall  continue  to  give,  the  Adminte- 
tration  a  hear^  and  sincere  support  on  the 
great  qnestion  now  under  discussion,  because  I 
regard  it  as  in  strict  conformity  to  our  creed 
and  policy,  and  shall  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  sustain  them  under  the  great  respon- 
sibility which  tliey  have  assumed.  But  let  me 
tell  those  who  are  more  interested  in  si^tain- 
ing  them  than  myself  that  the  danger  which 
threatens  them  lies  not  here,  but  in  another 

anarter.  This  measure  will  tend  to  uphold 
lem  if  they  stand  iast,  and  adhere  to  it  with 
fidelity.  But,  if  they  wish  to  know  where  the 
danger  is,  let  tiiem  look  to  the  fiscal  depart- 
ment of  the  Qovemment  1  sidd,  years  aga 
that  we  were  committing  on  error  the  reverse  <h 
the  great  and  dangerous  one  that  was  commit- 
ted m  1828,  and  to  which  we  owe  our  pres- 
ent difficulties,  and  all  we  have  since  experi- 
enced. Then  we  rused  tbe  revenue  gr^y, 
when  the  expenditures  were  about  to  be  re- 
duced by  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  and 
now  we  have  doubled  the  disbursements,  when 
tbe  revenue  is  n^jidly  decreasing;  an  error, 
which,  although  probably  not  so  fatal  to  the 
country,  will  prove,  if  immediate  and  vigorous 
measures  be  not  adopted,  for  more  so  to  those 
in  power.  The  country  will  not,  and  ought 
not,  to  bear  the  creation  of  a  new  debt,  beyond 
what  may  be  temporarily  necessary  to  meet  the 
present  fonbarrassment;  and  any  attempt  to  in- 
crease the  duties  must,  and  on^t  to  prove  fatal 
to  those  who  may  make  it,  so  long  as  tbe  ex- 
penditures may,  by  economy  and  accoantabili- 
ty,  be  bronght  within  thelimits  of  tbe  revenue. 

But  the  Senator  did  not  confine  his  attacks 
to  my  condnot  and  motives  in  refereooe  to  the 
present  question.  In  his  eagerness  to  weaken 
the  cause  I  support,  by  destroying  confidence 
innu^  he  made  an  indiBoiminate  attack  on  my 
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intelloctaal  facnlties,  which  he  characterized  as 
metaphysical,  eccentric,  too  much  of  genins, 
and  too  little  oonunon  sense,  and  of  course 
irantiiiff  a  sonnd  and  practical  judgment 

Ur.  Preddent,  according  to  my  opinion,  tbere 
is  nothing  of  which  thoee  who  are  Miaowed 
with  superior  mental  faculties  ought  to  he  more 
cantioas,  than  to  reproach  those  with  their  de- 
ficiency to  whom  Providence  has  been  less  lib- 
eral. The  fiBcnlUes  of  our  mind  are  the  imme- 
diate gift  of  our  Creator,  for  which  we>are  no 
farther  responsible  than  for  their  proper  culti- 
vation, according  to  our  opportunities,  and  their 
proper  application  to  control  and  regulate  our 
actions.  Thus  thinking,  I  trust  I  shall  be  the  last 
to  assame  soperiority  on  my  part,  or  reproach 
any  one  with  inferiority  on  his ;  bnt  those  who 
do  not  regard  the  role,  when  applied  to  others, 
cannot  expect  it  to  be  observed  when  applied 
to  themselves.  The  critic  most  expect  to  be 
criticized,  and  he  who  points  out  the  fiinlts  of 
others,  to  have  his  own  pointed  ont 

I  cannot  retort  on  the  Senator  the  charge  of 
being  metaphysical.  I  cannot  accuse  him  of 
possessing  the  powers  of  analysis  and  generali- 
zation, those  higher  faculties  of  the  mind,  (called 
metaphysical  by  those  who  do  not  possess 
them,)  which  decompose  and  resolve  into  their 
elements  the  complex  masses  of  ideas  that  exist 
in  the  world  of  mind,  as  chemistry  does  the 
bodies  that  surround  us  in  the  material  world ; 
and  withoat  which  those  deep  and  hidden  caus- 
es which  are  in  constant  action,  and  producing 
snch  mighty  changes  in  the  condition  of  socie- 
ty, wonld  operate  unseen  and  nndetected.  The 
absence  oi  these  higher  qualities  of  the  mind  is 
conspicuous  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
Senator's  public  life.  To  this  it  may  be  traced 
that  he  prefers  the  specious  to  the  solid,  and 
the  plausible  to  the  true.  To  the  same  cause, 
combined  with  an  ardent  temperament,  it  is 
owing  that  we  ever  find  him  mounted  on  some 
popular  and  favorite  measure  which  he  whips 
along,  cheered  by  the  shouts  of  Uie  multitude, 
and  never  dismounts  till  he  has  rode  it  down. 
Thus,  at  one  time,  wo  find  him  mounted  on  the 
protective  system,  which  he  rode  down;  at 
another,  on  internal  improvement ;  and  now  he 
is  mounted  on  a  bank,  which  will  surely  share 
the  same  fiite,  unless  those  who  are  immediate- 
ly interested  shall  stop  him  in  his  headlong  ca- 
rder. It  is  the  firolt  of  his  mind  to  seixa  on  a 
few  prominent  and  striking  advantages,  and  to 
pursue  them  eagerly  without  looking  to  conse- 
quences. Thus,  in  the  case  of  the  protective 
system,  he  was  struck  vith  the  advantages  of 
manufactures;  and,  believing  that  high  duties 
was  the  proper  mode  of  protecting  tfaem,  he 
pushed  forward  the  system  without  seeing  that 
he  was  enriching  one  portion  of  the  country  at 
the  expense  of  the  other;  corrupting  the  one 
and  alienating  the  other ;  and,  finally,  dividing 
the  community  into  two  great  hostile  interests, 
which  terminated  in  the  overthrow  of  the  sys- 
tem itsdf,  So,  now,  he  looks  only  to  a  uniform 
onrren<7,  and  a  honk  as  the  means  of  securing 


it,  without  once  reflecting  how  far  tb«  buki^ 
system  has  progressed,  and  the  difficDltiat^ 
impede  its  farther  progress;  that  lankng  ^ 

Soutics  are  running  tcwether  to  their  nntid 
estruotion ;  and  that  the  oi^y  poi^  mak 
of  saving  his  fevorite  system  is  to  Mpmte  it 
from  tiie  Government 

To  the  defects  of  understandiDg,  vUdk  Ai 
Senator  attributee  to  me,  I  make  no  npij.  h 
is  for  others,  and  not  me,  to  determine  the  pv- 
tion  of  understanding  which  it  has  pleased  Ihe 
Author  of  my  being  to  bestow  on  lue.  It  a, 
however,  fortunate  for  me,  that  tbe  stiDdnd 
by  which  I  shall  he  judged  is  not  tbe&i«^  prtj-. 
udtced,  and,  as  I  have  shown,  oiifoiiDded  apit- 
ion  which  the  Senator  has  expressed,  bnt  mj 
acts.  They  furnish  materials^  oalkrfeir  nor 
scant,  to  form  a  just  estimate  (tf  my  meotal  Ac- 
uities. I  have  now  been  more  ma  twa^-di 
years  oontinaously  in  tiio  serriceitf  tUsGor 
emment,  in  various  stations,  and  hire  tifao 
part  in  almost  all  the  great  questicns  vldeli 
have  a^tated  this  country  doriiig  this  loi^  ad 
important  period.  Throughoat  the  wMe  I 
have  never  followed  events,  but  have  tikai  vj 
stand  in  advance,  openly  and  freeljr  irerag 
my  opinions  on  all  questions,  and  leaving  itto 
time  and  experience  to  condemn  or  spproTe  mj 
course.  Thus  acting,  I  have  uften,  ud  n 
great  questions,  separated  from  tboee  witfa 
whom  I  usufdly  acted,  and  if  I  am  reallj  m  it- 
fective  in  sound  and  practical  judgment  m  tlx 
Smator  represents,  the  proo^  if  to  be  tmi 
anywhere,  must  be  found  in  soeb  mstuoeiiff 
where  I  have  acted  on  my  sole  ntftul^. 
Now,  I  ask,  in  which  of  the  many  iutumof 
the  kind  is  such  proof  to  be  foandt  It  ii  irt 
my  intention  to  call  to  the  recollectiaiof  Ac 
Senate  all  such ;  but  that  yoo,  Benaton,  av 
judge  for  yourselves,  it  is  due  in  justice  to  B]r- 
self,  tliat  I  shoold  suggest  a  few  of  tbe 
prominent,  which  at*  tbe  time  were  ^^P^ 
as  tbe  Senator  now  considers  the  present;  w 
then,  as  now,  because  where  dnty  is  involnJ, 
I  would  not  submit  to  party  trammels. 

I  go  back  to  the  oommencement  of 
lie  life,  the  war  session,  as  it  wasasoalljcAo, 
of  1813,  when  I  first  took  my  seat  in  theolw 
House,  a  young  man,  without  experience  to 
guide  me;  and  I  ahall  sdect,  aauiefititB- 
stance,  the  Kavy.  At  that  time  the  AdnuD» 
tration  and  the  party  to  which  I  was  ^nx^f} 
attached,  were  decidedly  opposed  tothUunpo^ 
taut  arm  of  service.   It  was  considered  anMe- 

Sublioan  to  support  it;  but  actiugwithm/tw 
istinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Cbeves,  »[« 
the  way,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  it  mji>^ 
support,  rej^rdless  of  party  ties.  Dots  this  Di- 
stance sustiun  the  charge  of  the  Senator  t 

The  next  I  shall  select  is  tbe  restricttve  spr 
tem  of  that  day,  the  embargo,  the  non-unpt^- 
tation  and  uon-tntercoorse  acts.  This,  too,  »««• 
party  measure,  which  had  been  Itng  ""^ 
ly  contested,  and  of  course  the  lines  rf  p"? 
well  drawn.  Young  and  inexpeiieDoediaj 
was,  I  saw  ita  defeeta,  and  reMthitdjr 
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it,  almost  aloDe  of  mj  part7.  The  second  or 
third  ^>eedh  I  made,  after  I  took  1117  seat,  was 
in  open  deunnoiation  of  the  system ;  and  I  mar 
refer  to  the  grounds  I  then  asBnmed,  the  truth 
of  which  have  been  ocmfinned  hy  time  and  ex- 
perieaoe,  with  pride  and  oonfideDoe.  This  will 
flcarc^  be  selected  by  the  Senator  to  make 
good  hiB  charge. 

I  pass  over  other  instances,  and  come  to  Ur. 
Dallaa's  bank  of  1814-16.  That,  too,  was  a 
party  measure.  Banking  was  then  compara- 
tively but  little  understood,  and  it  may  seem  as- 
tcmisbing,  at  this  time,  that  soch  a  project 
should  ever  have  received  any  countenance  or 
support.  It  proposed  to  create  a  bank  of 
$50,000,000,  to  consist  almost  entirely  of  what 
was  called  then  the  war  stocks;  that  is,  the 
pnblio  debt  created  In  carrying  on  the  then 
war.  Itwasprovided  thatthe  bank  should  not 
paj  qwcie  during  the  war,  and  for  three  yean 
after  its  termina^on,  for  carrying  on  which  It 
was  to  Imd  the  Government  ^e  Amds.  In 
plain  langnage,  the  Government  was  to  borrow 
bade  its  own  ored  it  for  the  bank,  and  pay  to  the 
intditnUon  six  per  cent  for  its  use.  I  had 
Boaroely.  ever  before  seriously  thouf^t  of  banks 
or  banking,  but  I  clearly  saw  through  the  op&- 
ratirai,  and  the  danger  to  the  Government  and 
oonntry,  and,  regar^ess  of  party  ties  or  denun- 
ciatinu,  I  oppowd  and  defeated  it  in  the  man- 
ner I  expliUned  at  the  extra  sesuon.  I  then 
subjected  myself  to  the  very  charge  which  the 
Senator  now  makes,  bnt  time  has  done  me  Jus- 
tice, as  it  will  in  the  presoit  instance. 

Passing  the  interreidng  instancea,  I  oome 
down  to  my  administration  of  the  War  Departs 
ment,  where  I  acted  on  my  own  judgment  and 
Te^Hmsibility.  It  is  known  to  all,  that  the  de- 
partments at  the  time,  was  perfectly  disorgan- 
ised, witii  not  mnoh  less  than  $50,000,000  of 
ootstanding  and  unsettled  accounte,  and  the 
greatest  oonfiiBion  in  every  branch  of  service. 
Though  witJiout  experience,  I  prepared,  shortly 
after  I  went  io,  the  bill  for  its  organization,  and 
on  its  passage  I  drew  up  the  body  of  mles  for 
carrying  the  act  into  exeontion ;  both  of  which 
remun  substantially  nnchanged  to  this  day. 
After  reducing  the  outstanding  accounts  to  a 
few  millions,  and  introducing  order  and  ac- 
oonntatnli^  In  every  branch  of  servioe,  and 
brii^^ng  aowu  the  expenditure  of  the  army 
from  foor  to  two  and  a  half  mUUons  annually, 
witbont  subtraoting  a  ^gle  comfort  from  ei- 
thw  officer  or  seedier,  I  left  the  Departaient  in  a 
eonditim  that  might  well  be  compared  to  the 
best  in  any  oonnti7.  If  I  am  deficient  in  the 
qoiJitiea  whidi  the  Senator  attributes  to  me, 
here  in  this  mass  of  detuls  and  buriness  it  onjdit 
to  be  discovered.  Will  be  look  to  this  to  mue 
good  his  oharae) 

From  the  War  Department  I  was  transferred 
to  the  Chair  which  yon  now  occnpy.  How  I 
acquitted  myself  in  uie  disdiarge  of  its  duUes, 
I  leave  it  to  the  body  to  decide,  without  adding 
a  word.  The  station,  from  its  leisure,  gave  me 
a  good  opportonit/  to  study  the  genius  of  the 


prominent  measure  of  the  day,  celled  then  the 
American  system,  of  which  I  profited.  I  soon 
perceived  where  its  errors  lay,  and  how  it 
would  operate.  I  dearly  saw  m  desolating  ef> 
feots  in  one  section,  and  corrupting  inflnenoe  in 
the  other;  and  when  I  saw  that  it  could  not  be 
arrested  here,  I  fell  back  on  my  own  State,  and 
a  blow  was  given  to  a  system  destined  to  de- 
stroy our  inmtutions,  if  not  overthrown,  which 
brought  it  to  the  ground.  This  brings  me 
down  to  the  presrat  times,  and  where  passions 
and  prejudices  are  yet  too  strong  to  make  an 
appeal,  with  any  prospect  of  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial verdict  I  then  transfer  this,  and  all  my 
subsequent  acts,  including  the  present,  to  the 
tribunal  of  posterity,  with  a  perfect  confi- 
dence that  nothing  can  be  found,  in  what  I 
have  sud  or  d<me,  to  impeach  my  int^rit/  or 
nnderstanding. 

I  have  now,  Senators,  repelled  the  attacks 
on  me.  I  have  settled  the  acoonnt  and  can- 
celled the  debt  between  me  and  my  aoonser.  I 
have  not  sought  this  controversy,  nor  have  I 
shunned  it  wben  forced  on  me.  I  have  acted 
on  the  defensive,  and  if  it  is  to  coDtinne,  which 
rests  with  the  Senator,  I  shall  throughout  con- 
tinue so  to  act  I  know  too  well  the  advantage 
of  my  position  to  surrender  it.  The  Senator 
commenced  the  controversy,  and  it  is  but  right 
that  be  should  be  responsible  for  the  direction 
it  shall  hereafter  t^e.  Be  his  detenninatioa 
what  it  may,  I  stand  prepared  too  meet  him. 


HOnSS  OF  BEPBEBESTATITBS. 
WsDnsnAT,  March  14. 
Cfitil  Liat  Sill 
The  Honse,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  took 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  <nvU 
and  diplomatic  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

Hr.  UoBBiB,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that,  ia 
consequence  of  being  placed  upon  the  Committee 
on  the  Expenditures  the  Department  of 
State,  it  became  his  duty  to  roBEe  some  in- 
quiries upon  the  sut^ect  appertidning  to  those 
expenditures.  One  portiiHi  of  his  inquiry  re- 
lated to  the  appropriations  and  contingent  ex- 
penditures for  a  few  years  past,  and  he  had  re- 
ceived a  statement  embratnng  toe  amount  from 
the  year  1829  to  1887,  inclusive,  of  the  iq>pro- 
priations  for  incidental  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Department  of  State  and  for  payments. 
It  is  as  follows : 

Ye&ra,  Approprtkttou,  pKym»BU. 

1829  -  -  fSi,UO  -  -  124,691  44 
1880  •  •  37,100  -  -  Sl,040  9» 
mi   -      •      80,000  -      -   20,21S  93 

1883  -  .  SS,000  - '  -  81,fi4a  8» 
1888    •       -       85,000    .       •    28,864  14 

1884  •       -       81,IS00    -       -    29,683  18 

1855  -      ■      25,000   •      -   28,487  88 

1856  -  -  25,000  -  -  28,685  78 
1847   -      •      26,000   -      -   38,414  Off 


$286,460 


$335,948  M 
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Making  a  difibrenee  in  this  length  of  time,  in 
the  aggregate,  betveen  the  appropriations  and 
&e  pajmente,  of  a  little  more  than  five  hnn- 
dred  ddlara.  understood  that  the  amonnt 
of  payments  made  in  a  year  does  not  necessarily 
ahoT  the  amonnt  of  the  expenditures  of  that 
yeaff  as  there  are  accoonts  ontstanding  from 
year  to  year,  and  sometimes  for  seTeral  years, 
which,  when  paid,  are  included  in  the  amonnt 
for  the  year  in  which  the  payment  ia  made.  . 

He  had  nothing  farther  to  add,  but  to  aabmit 
his  amendment  to  reduce  the  contingent  ex- 
penses for  missions  abroad  from  thirty  to  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  he  did  wifn  a  Btrong 
ocuiTiction  of  its  proprie^. 

Kr.  OaoBEixaa  explained  that  he  had  made 
application  to  the'depairtmait  in  relatitm  to  this 
i^promnation,  and  baa  asoertainsd  that  there 
was  a  Dalance  <rf  only  $18,000  on  band  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1888,  and  |lff,000  of  that  sum 
would  be  needed  for  the  expenditure  <tf  the 
year  1887,  not  yet  piud. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  ta 


IN  BXNATK 

WsDBEBDAT,  Ifaroh  14 
Indepgndtnt  D-tmiry. 
"Ur,  Bbrtoh  aaid:  "iSr.  President,  I  hare 
OpiMons  upon  this  subject— q^niona  not  of  !«• 
cent  adoption,  or  hasty  formation.  Tb^  ori- 
dates  far  back — a  ftiU  quarter  of  a  century ; 
and  they  have  been  receiving  confirmation  erer 
rince.  I  was  in  tike  public  service  during  the 
late  war— witnessed  the  i^ure  of  the  State 
banks,  and  saw  the  calamities  of  a  Government, 
and  of  a  people,  destitute  of  specie.  The  first 
BanlE  of  the  United  States  bad  expelled  specie 
—it  had  done  what  Ur.  Madison  said  it  would 
do,  in  that  masterly  speech  of  1791,  which 
never  has  been,  and  never  can  be.  answered. 
In  that  speech  he  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list 
of  the  disadvantajm  of  sucb  a  bank,  tiiese  pro- 
phetic wwds:  ^^Firtt:  Baniahinff  the  precunu 
metalt^  hjf  sUbttituHi^f  another  nudiwm  to  peT' 
form  tKebr  offies.^  At  the  expiration  of  Its 
oharter,  in  1811,  it  liad  oompletdy  effected  this 
work.  It  had  banished  the  predoua  metals, 
lliere  was  but  ten  millions  of  specie  left  in  the 
eountryl  Two  great  errors  were  then  com- 
mitted ;  finty  in  not  replenishing  the  country 
with  specie,  and  espeoitdly  with  gold ;  taeondly, 
in  falluig  back  upon  the  paper  of  locnl  banks 
for  a  national  currency.  In  this  condition,  des- 
titute of  specie,  and  relying  upon  the  notes  of 
local  banks,  we  went  into  the  war.  The  result 
was  inevitable — the  explosion  of  our  whole 
monetary  system — ^the  banlo-aptcy  of  the  Treas- 
ury— the  ruinous  use  of  depreciated  paper — a 
resort  to  Treaaary  notes,  on  which  the  creditor 
(rftea  lost  88^  per  cent.— loans  on  oppressive 
terms— «id  &e  Government  fbroed  to  make 
eommott  cause  witii  broken  banks  fnr  the  mn- 
feual  soppOTt  of  each  oUier^s  oredit  All  this  I 
saw.  I  saw  the  oalandties^  ih»  bundHation, 


[2Sn  Oow. 

and  the  soflbrings  of  the  eountxy :  and  I  hcnd 
tiie  load  and  insolent  triumph  <a  the  Fedcnl 
party— that  part  of  it  which  of^icaed  tiM  wv 
—exulting  over  an  empty  Treaniry,  an  imprir- 
ed  public  credit,  a  depreciated  paper  carnacf, 
and  the  nation^  degradation  for  want  of  Bofia 
money.  I  saw  all  tms ;  and  my  head,  and  my 
heart,  both  told  me  that  the  eount^  ooglit 
never  to  be  subjected  to  snch  a  &to  fl«ain. 

This  was  my  war  experience ;  and  now  ftr 
the  experience  of  peace.  Aiter  three  year*  of 
war,  peace  came,  and  with  it  came  revival  of 
bnaness,  and  a  multitude  of  local  bank&^  and 
at  their  head,  that  immense  charlatan  oi  the 
monetaiT  system — a  National  Bank  1  Off  weal 
the  whole  together;  qteda  payments  Rsmned: 
oonfidenoe  restored;  the  oredit  ^^aleiu  in  all 
its  e^oiy,  and  every  bnutch  tsi  haaoess  distend- 
ed to  ue  bursting  point  To  Judge  of  emx 
thing  by  a  single  instance,  it  is  soffioent  to 
name  tlte  public  lands,  of  which  the  smoont  of 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars  was  sold  in  a 
single  year  I  and  nearly  all  on  credit,  payabb 
in  safe  and  solid  specie-paying  bank  notes,  b 
two  years  the  whole  of  these  banks,  the  dor- 
latan  among  the  rest,  were  swamped.  Tba 
we  had  a  repetition  ot  the  scenes  of  seven  years 
before.  No  spede;  no  notes  equiv-alent  to 
specie ;  no  credit ;  no  revenues ;  no  price  fiir 
property!  Tender  laws — proper^  laws— re- 
plerin  laws— stay  laws,  the  order  of  tlie  di^t 
An  entire  stagnation  ot  budaess  followed,  not 
fictitious,  but  real :  and  such  was  the  &II  in  the 
price  of  all  produce,  all  prc^r^,  and  the 
wages  of  all  labor,  owing  to  the  foilure  of  the 
banlES,  and  the  absence  of  specie,  that  aU  debt- 
ors were  placed  in  the  Jaws  of  ruin,  and  moA 
of  them  entirely  ruined.  There  was  no  Treas- 
ury order  then-,  no  removal  of  depo^ ;  no 
veto;  no  Jackscoi  administration  to  rain  tbe 
country ;  yet  the  distress  and  suffering  was  att- 
nallj  then,  what  it  is  falsely  sud  to  be,  aad 
wickedly  attempted  to  be  raade^  at  pteseaL 
There  is  no  comparison  between  the  state  «f 
things  then  and  now. 

At  this  epoch,  this  second  enIod<HL  <rf  As 
iMf)^  eystem,  I  came  into  the  Senate  of  tfai 
TJnited  States.  I  came  here  in  the  antonm  «f 
1820.  I  travelled  from  the  Mississippi  to  tbs 
Potomae  amidst  the  crash  of  fidling  banks, 
wrecks  of  a  paper  currency,  and  vaa  lamenta- 
tions of  a  Buffenng  nation.  I  arrived  here  to 
see  a  Government  without  a  dollar,  and  bor- 
rowing money  to  pay  its  daily  expenses,  wbid^ 
the  year  before,  boasted  a  revenue  of  fbriy- 
sevenmiUions,  and  tormented  itself  with  schemes 
to  get  rid  of  surpluses  I  I  commenced  my  Sen- 
atorial career  under  these  oiroumstanoes — cir- 
omnstances  to  make  me  meditate,  and  to  mate 
me  feel.  Happily,  my  associations  were  with 
the  fathera  of  the  Republic — with  Macon  and 
Randolph,  whose  intimacy  I  enjoyed,  and  whoss 
friendship  I  poasessed.  My  rrading  was  iSbt/k 
ot  tlia  early  hlstoiy  of  tiie  Govanunent— 
Bertdotini,  the  Oonfederatimi,  the  fiHinatka 
of  tiw  OoDstitatlott  of  *69,  and  the  vockiB|i 
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tit  the  maohiaery  of  the  Federal  Gorernment 
under  the  edministrationa  of  the  earliw  Pree- 
identft— Waahin^ton,  Adams,  and  Jefferson. 
The  result  of  this  assooiaUon,  and  of  this  read- 
ing, was  a  thoronf^  conviction,  1.  That  the 
Federal  Oonstitation  was  formed  hard-money 
Kum,  and  was  intended  to  be  a  hard-monej 
Govemment;  2.  That  it  had  been  oenverted 
into  a  paper-money  Govwimient^  contrary  to 
the  ffenius  and  intention  of  the  oonstitntion ; 
8.  That  this  departure  from  the  constitution 
was  the  cause  of  the  moneyed  calamities 
during  the  war,  and  again  at  that  time;  4. 
That  the  remedy  for  these  calamities  was  to  re- 
turn to  the  plun  meaning  of  the  eoDBtitation, 
as  expressed  in  the  revenue  act  of  1789^  and  to 
confine  the  receipts  and  expenditares  of  the 
Federal  Government  to  g(dd  and  silver  coin 
<Mily.  These  were  my  convictions;  and  as 
soon  as  circumstances  were  auspicious  for  ac- 
tion, I  commenced  a  series  of  measures,  all 
tending  to  carry  back  the  fiscal  action  of  the 
Government  to  Hie  intention  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion ;  fully  believing,  that  if  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment would  require  gold  and  silver  for  its 
own  Treasury,  it  would  cause  enough  to  be 
brought  into  the  country,  and  to  remtun  in  the 
eoontry,  to  supply  the  whole  body  of  the  peo- 
jl9  wiUi  hard  money  for  all  their  oommon  and 
ordinaiy  dealings  and  transactions.  Xtwaanot 
until  General  Jaokson^s  administration  that  I 
was  able  to  take  any  strong  and  direct  meas- 
tires  towards  the  accompHsnment  of  the  great 
olf}eot  which  presented  itself  to  my  view.  ,  The 
aagadous  Ur.  Uacon  often  said  to  me,  that  it 
was  in  vun  to  attempt  any  reform,  nnless  the 
Administration  is  with  yon.  The  election  of 
Genera]  Jackson  gave  such  an  administration. 
From  that  time  there  was  a  President,  not  only 
to  &vor,  but  to  take  the  lead  in  the  great  bus- 
iness of  restoring  the  constitutional  currency, 
a^  my  part  beoune  sabordinate  and  easy.  I 
had  only  to  explain  and  defend  the  great  moas- 
ures  wUch  lus  sagadtj  and  patriotism  ccmoeiv- 
od  and-  reeomme^ed. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  dwell  on  these  meaa- 
nree,  much  less  to  enter  now  Into  any  defence 
<^them.  A  brief  enumeration  will  suffice:  1. 
Ko  more  NaUooal  Banks.  They  had  been 
fonnd  to  be  the  great  extorters  of  spede ;  and 
tfa^  obartered  right  to  pay  the  4'eaeral  reve- 
nues in  their  own  notes,  was  in  itself  a  clear 
breach  of  the  oonstituUon,  and  banished  gold 
and  rilver  from'  the  Treasury,  and,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  demand  for  it,  expelled  it  from  the 
country.  2.  To  restore  the  gold  currency,  by 
correcting  the  erroneous  standard  of  gold.  8. 
ITie  repe^  of  the  act  of  1819,  rendering  unour- 
rent,  with  a  few  exoeptiona^  the  gold  and  diver 
ooins  of  all  for^m  oonntries.  ^  The  multipU- 
ootioa  of  the  minta,  both  fw  the  pnipoae  of 
e(nning  money  In  <U^«nt  parta  of  the  Union, 
and  for  becoming  plaoea  tn  d^todt  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  publtemon^s.  h.  Thesnppres- 
^n  of  dl  looal  bank  notes  under  twenty  del- 
lars.  Having  no  direct  power  over  the  baoks 


of  the  States,  the  only  mode  of  acoomplishhig 
this  object  was  by  the  revenue  regulations 
the  Feaeral  Government,  and  by  operating  on 

frablio  opinion  in  the  different  Statra.  My  own 
imit  was  one  hundred  dollars,  but  I  did  not 
attempt  to  establish  it,  because  I  knew  that  I 
could  not  succeed.  My  conviction  is  now  clear 
tiiat  there  ought  to  be  no  bank  note  under  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Such  were  our  measures  for  restoring  the 
currency  of  the  constitntion  to  the  coffers  of 
the  Federal  Treasury,  and  supplying  the  coun- 
try with  gold  and  silver  for  all  the  common  and 
orainary  transaations  and  dealings.  The  sno- 
oess,  notwithstanding  a  powerful  combined  po- 
litical and  moneyed  <^po«tion,  was  astonish- 
ingly great  The  recharter  of  a  National  Bank 
sunk  under  the  veto,  sustiuned  by  public  opin- 
ion. The  act  for  the  correction  of  the  gold 
standard  hit  the  point  of  correction  with  such 
perfect  aocaraoy,  that  the  two  coins,  gold  and 
silver,  issuing  from  our  mint,  have  precisely 
the  same  value  in  the  money  market  Under 
the  anspieious  operation  of  thai  act,  our  gold 
coin  has  risen,  in  little  more  than  three  years, 
from  nothing  to  fifteen  millions,  and  will  prob- 
ably rise  to  twenty-five  millions  before  the  ter- 
mination of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  present  term. 
The  act  for  repealing  the  act  of  1619,  and  for 
restoring  foreign  ooins  to  circulation,  has  sent 
Mexican  dollars  into  every  part  of  the  Union, 
and  has  enabled  othw  foreign  coins,  both  gold 
and  silver,  to  make  some  progress  in  penetrat- 
ing onr  country.  Silver  has  increased  three- 
fold dnoe  1882,  and  silver  and  gold  t<^ther, 
fonr-fold.  Onr  specie  was  twenty  i^ions 
then ;  it  is  eighty  now,  with  the  prospect  of 
exceeding  a  hundred  millions  before  the  present 
term  of  Mr,  Van  Buren  is  out  Onr  currency 
in  existence  is  more  abxmdant  and  more  solid 
than  it  ever  was  before ;  but  the  specie  part 
of  it  is  suppressed  by  the  power  and  policy  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  combined  with 
the  poUtioians  and  that  part  of  the  bmks  which 
fbllow  its  lead.  Acta  of  Oraigress  had  passed 
to  operate  upon  small  notes,  and  to  exdude 
those  under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  My* 
ments  altogether,  and  to  exclude  all  others 
which  were  not  convertible  into  gold  and  silver 
"  won  ths  ipotf"  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and 
Kiuiout  loss  or  delay  to  him.  Public  o|niUoa 
had  been  awakened  on  the  subject  of  small 
notes ;  and  the  Republicans  everywhere  were 
moving  towards  the  suppression  of  all  under 
twenty  dollars.  Such  was  the  progress,  and 
such  tiie  suooess,  of  our  measures  in  May  last, 
when  eight  hundred  banks  stopped  payment  at 
once,  shut  down  close  upon  aU  the  spede  in 
their  vaulta,  denying  a  mnepenoe,  a  pieaynne^ 
a  five-cent  piece,  even,  to  the  Govemmoit 
whose  thir^  millions  of  deposits  &ey  held,  or  to 
the  community  who  held  a  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  thdr  notes  1  In  the  midst  of  pro-  • 
found  peace,  general  prosperity,  under  a  Gov- 
ernment withnit  tans  and  without  a  pnUio 
debt^  with  four  times  as  much  specie  as  was  lo 
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it  fire  years  before,  oame  this  crash  of  the 
iMUiks.  It  came  like  a  clap  of  timnder  in  a 
cloadless  sky.  In  one  moment,  as  it  were,  a 
Oovemment,  with  thirty  millions  of  revenne 
on  hand,  was  left  withotft  a  shilling :  la  one 
moment,  a  nation  of  fifteen  millions  of  sonls 
was  deprived  of  ninepences  for  the  market  or 
the  post-office.  As  if  to  procUum  their  de- 
sign to  banish  all  specie  from  the  land,  a  simnl- 
tuieons  and  nniversal  deluge  of  small  notes  and 
shin-plastera  was  poured  upon  the  people ;  and 
the  ngnificant  cry  was  set  np,  that  specie  pay- 
ments could  never  be  restored  until  a  National 
Bank  was  established.  Tliia  cry  explained  the 
Toein  conse  of  the  general  stoppage,  and  the 
aolecanseof  the  ^in-plaater  and  small  note  iasae. 

All  this  took  placis  in  Hay  1887.  It  was  a 
repetition,  withont  the  ezonae  of  war,  of  the 
iMUik  explosions  of  the  war  in  1814;  it  was  the 
aeoond  explosdon  of  the  banks  since  the  war, 
and  in  profound  peace.  It  was  expected  to  a»- 
tonnd,  terrify,  subdue,  distress,  and  coerce  the 
country  into  a  submission  to  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  National  Bank  1  a  result  that  woold 
have  been  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
eighty  millions  of  gold  and  silver  which  Jack* 
eon's  administration  brought  into  the  country, 
and  which  has  so  well  kept  up  the  value  of  bank 
notes  that  those  which  are  in  good  <»«dit  are  now 
no  more  than  one  or  two  per  cent,  below  par. 
This  third  explosion  in  twenty-five  years — this 
aecond  exi^ouon  in  time  <tf  poace-4his  loss  (tf 
national  revenues,  as  if  b^  enohaatment — this 
disappearance  of  specie,  as  if  touched  byamagic 
wana— roused  and  electrified  the  continent. 
The  public  mind  came  at  a  bound  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  Federal  Government  ought  to 
be  disconnected  from  the  banks,  and  fi-om  their 
paper  currency.  The  conviction  was  general, 
almost  nnanimoDs,  among  the  Kepublicans ;  a 
few  only  among  them  were  for  trying  the  local 
banks  and  their  paper  onoe  more,  as  if  three 
iailnres  in  twenty-five  yeus  were  not  sofiQoient ; 
as  if  another  ftUnre  was  not  inevitable,  and  as 
If  another  failure  must  not  end  in  tlie  restora- 
tion of  a  National  Bank,  with  the  restoration 
of  the  political  party,  with  all  their  principles 
and  measares,  who  go  with  that  bank.  The 
Federal  party,  of  course,  with  some  honorable 
exceptions,  oppose  the  discooneotion.  They 
oppose  whatever  the  Bepnblicans  propose,  no 
matter  what.  They  were  opposed  to  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Government  with  the  State  banks 
three  years  ago,  when  those  banks  were  do- 
ing well ;  they  were  for  compelling  the  Gov- 
OTiroent  to  stick  to  them  now  that  they  have 
done  111.  This  is  the  state  of  parties :  the  Re- 
pnbiioans  almost  universally  for  the  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State;  the  Federalists  almost  nni- 
TWBaUy  for  the  oonjaootimt  of  Bank  and  State. 
In  this  dividon  ana  snbdiTi^on,  I  find  myadf 
witli  the  mass  of  my  own  party,  and  with  the 
•  Administration  itself.  I  find  tXsm  now  where 
I  was  many  years  ago.  I  believe  them  to  be 
light,  and  shall  stand  by  than,  and  abide  the^r 
firta.  If  th^  sink  hi  this  contflst  with  the 


banks  and  the  Federalists,  I  shall  go  down  witt 

them. 

I  stand  upon  the  two  prinaplee  of  the  bill— 
1.  The  United  States  to  nae  the  money  of  the 
constitution  in  the  receipts  and  disbursemcati 
of  the  Federal  Treasury ;  2.  The  United  Ststei 
to  receive  their  own  money,  to  keep  thdr  ova 
money,  and  pay  ont  their  own  money.  I  stand 
upon  these  two  principles ;  I  oamiot  snrraider 
tiiem ;  thon^  I  consent  to  take  them  one  at  a 
time.  The  details  of  the  billare  open  tocoi^mh 
mise.  There  I  am  ready  to  give  and  to  take— Id 
surrender  and  otmcede — to  do  eveiy  thing;  con- 
sistent with  the  preservation  erf  the  piinei|j«,  to 
com^te  the  support,  or  to  pnrdiaae  tliefiwfM«r- 
anoe  of  friends.  In  some  particolan  I  would 
prefer  a  change  of  detuls  ;  I  would  prefer  ad<fi- 
tional  branch  mints  in  place  of  the  ReoeiTera 
General — ^mints  that  would  answer  the  doable 
purpose  of  keeping  the  money  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  coining  money  for  tiie  people. 

The  prindples  of  the  bill  I  hold  to  be  fonnd- 
ed  in  the  clearest  reasons  of  propriety,  and  cod- 
stitntionality,  and  sustiuned  by  the  fnilest  Toioe 
of  trial  and  experience.  Every  Government 
should  be,  at  all  times,  tiie  master  of  its  own 
property, — money  and  every  thing  else.  A 
Government  should  not  be  put  to  tiie  dela^ 
and  conttDgencies  of  iuking  f<H-  its  own,  moA 
less  of  suing  for  it,  and  above  all,  of  having  to 
sue  where  State  laws  may  interpose  to  deSi^, 
or  to  defeat  the  recovery.  Tlie  reveaiw  of  a 
Government  is  its  duly  support, — it  is  like  the 
-daily  support  of  a  ftunily — it  cannot  be  stopped 
or  withheld,  without  afiboting  the  enetawe  of 
the  Government  itself.  Every  Govermncst 
upon  earth,  our  own  excepted,  puts  its  money 
where  it  can  go  and  take  it.  Ail  other  Gov- 
ernments pot  their  money  where  they  can  eoa- 
mand  it,  where  they  can  seize  it,  if  neoeesary, 
and  punish  a  delinquent  holder.  We  do  ^ 
same  with  all  our  property,  except  money. 
Our  E^pa  and  forts,  our  military  and  nani 
stores,  onr  pnblio  land^  and  public  edifieai,  m 
all  in  oar  own  enatody.  Vo  do  not  ban  to 
b^  or  faring  suits  at  law,  to  reoom  their  poa- 
seuion.  We  keep  them  sabject  to  onr  on 
order,  because  the  existence,  and  the  opera* 
tions,  of  Government,  which  holds  civil  eodety 
tt^ther,  and  prevents  mankind  from  rdapeiqg 
into  anarchy  nnd  vicdenoe,  will  not  admit  4^ i»- 
termptions  and  delays.  If  this  is  true  of  prop- 
erty, now  much  more  true  is  it  of  numey — that 
daily  pabulum,  withont  which  Government  can- 
not exist  a  day  ?  This  fundamental  axiom,  trae 
of  every  Government,  is  pre-«ninentiy  bo  of 
ours.  Our  Government  is  oomidex — State  and 
Federal— and  each  should  have  its  own  In- 
dependent TreuniT.  The  present  ooutitntiao 
new  out  itf  the  LwepandentTreeanryqncalion. 
Other  cansea  helped  on  to  the  fomiatioB  tt  Hm 
oonstitatimi ;  but  a  revenue  of  its  own— «  rev- 
enue independent  of  the  States,  and  of  eonrsa 
independent  of  corporati<HU — was  the  exdting 
and  controUiag  oanse  whidi  led  to  ito  edcqptkn. 
The  vhide  hirtoiy  of  the  oooftdantioB,  bam 
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the  close  of  the  KevoloUon  to  the  jear  1789, 
proves  this.  Yet  where  is  the  Independent 
TreastuTf  where  is  the  Federal  Treasor^,  if 
oorporatKHU  are  to  hold  our  moner,  nu^  re- 
vise to  pay  it  when  th^  pleaWf  and  shaJl  be 
backed  hy  th^  State  L^pslatores  when  they 
refuse  to  pay !  To  comniit  onr  money  to  the 
costody  of  such  corporations,  is  to  foref^  the 
end  for  which  the  Federal  Grovernment  vras 
fcHToed;  to  commit  it  to  soch  con>oration8 
again,  ^Eter  the  experience  which  we  nave  had, 
and  during  the  experience  which  we  now  have, 
is  to  repeat  a  foUy  for  which  we  have  been 
three  times  punished,  and  to  exhibit  a  fatnity 
which  announces  a  doom  to  dtistntctiou.  Up- 
on the  clearest  principles  of  reason,  of  constitu- 
tiooal  obligation,  and  of  experience,  the  Fede- 
ral Government  is  bound  to  take  into  its  own 
liuuids  the  keeping  of  its  own  money.  This  is 
one  principle  of  the  bill ;  the  other  Is  the  use 
of  hard  money  in  the  receipts  and  disbnrse- 
ments  of  the  Federal  Qovemment.  This  prin- 
ciple is  the  ally  of  the  other.  They  go  toge- 
ther, and  can  hardly  live  separately.  To  re- 
ceive the  promissoTT  notes  of  the  banks,  la  to 
receive  notbing  bnt  their  promises  to  pay  money. 
If  they  break  that  promise,  the  only  resooroe  is 
to  take  what  they  choose  to  give;  that  is  to 
say,  more  broken  promises  to  pay  money,  or 
to  Bse  them ;  and,  if  suit  is  brongbt,  State  laws 
may  interpose  to  protect  tbe  bank,  and  to  com- 
pel the  Government  to  take  its  pay  in  more 
broken  promises  to  pAj.  Far  better  to  take 
the  promissory  notu  of  the  oltizeos.  They 
wonla  not  refose  payment,  as  the  banks  have 
done ;  and  if  they  did,  the  State  Legislatures 
would  not  interpose  to  shidd  them. 

The  Federal  Government  ooght  to  use  the 
money  of  ^e  Federal  Ooastitution.  Its  daty 
to  the  constitution  requires  it  to  do  so;  its 
duty  to  the  country  equally  requires  it.  By 
using  that  money,  two  great  advantages  would 
always  result:  1.  The  Government  would  al- 
ways have  in  its  coffers  real  money ;  2.  The 
country  would  always  possess  an  abundant  sup- 
ply of  the  precious  metals.  Certainly  the  Fed- 
eral Government  owes  great  duties  to  itself 
and  to  the  country,  in  relation  to  the  currency. 
It  should  not  abdicate  those  duties,  nor  dele- 
gate them.  It  should  not  expel  specie  from 
the  country  by  abandoning  the  use  of  it.  The 
experience  of  forty  years  snows  that  a  cessation 
of  demand  for  specie^  on  the  part  of  the  Federal 
Government,  banislies  gold  and  silver  from  the 
country.  This  was  the  result,  both  under  the 
first  and  second  banks  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  experience  of  five  years 
shows  that  a  demand  for  specie  by  the  Federal 
Government  attracts  it  to  the  country ;  that  we 
have  increased  our  supply  from  twoity  to  eigh- 
ty millions  in  five  years,  under  that  demand ; 
and  that  a  continuation  <tf  the  demand  will 
oontinae  tbe  increase  until  tbe  country  is  ade- 
quately and  fuUy  supidied.  This  is  the  way  to 
regulate  the  onrrency.  A  hundred  and  twenty 
or  thirty  millions  in  g(dd  and  direr  will  r^- 
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late  tbe  banks  and  the  exohanges ;  and  '^oA 
amount  can  be  attuned,  and  ought  to  be  at- 
tuned, in  nx  or  seven  years,  by  a  oontannotion 
of  General  Jackson's  policy. 

An  adequate  snpply  of  specie  for  the  ooim- 
try,  is  ffiie  of  the  highest  duties  of  the  Federal 
Government  By  the  constitution,  it  is  made 
the  conservator  of  specie ;  by  abdicating  its  du- 
ties, it  had  banished  from  the  land  that  which 
it  was  bound  to  preserve.  The  States  delivered 
to  this  Government  in  1789,  an  adequate  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver.  The  first  revenue  law 
ever  passed  by  Congress,  enacted  that  the  rev- 
enue should  be  pud  "  in  ffold  and  iilvtr  coin 
only."  There  was  then  no  complaint  of  scar- 
city. General  Hamilton's  order  for  evading 
that  law,  did  not  turn  upon  tbe  ground  of 
soaroi^  of  the  precious  metals,  but  on  the  plea 
of  convenience  in  handling  bank  paper,  and 
upon  the  poUey  of  increating  the  qnanti^  d 
rank  circulation.  There  was  no  oomplunt  of 
the  inadequacy  of  specie  until  the  first  Bank 
(tf  the  United  States  had  banished  it  from  the 
country,  as  Mr.  Madison  and  others  predicted 
that  it  would  do. 

Large  mercantile  payments  always  have  been, 
and  forever  will  be,  made  in  bits  of  paper,  rep- 
resenting masses  of  property.  He  ia  a  nin- 
ny, or  believes  others  to  be  ninnies,  who  talks 
about  merchants  spending  their  time  in'count- 
ing  piles  of  dollars,  one  by  one.  If  masses  of 
specie  are  to  be  p^d,  it  is  done  in  bulk,  in  kegs, 
or  bags,  or  by  weig^g,  or  by  a  tnuufer  of 
credit  on  the  books  of  a  bank.  Bills  of  ex- 
change, receipts,  or  certificates,  representing 
masses  of  cotton,  tobacco,  rice,  grain,  flour, 
bee^  pork,  lead,  cattle,  &o.,  make  the  great  pay- 
ments. So  C&r  as  laige  mercantile  operations 
are  concerned,  specie  is  bnt  an  inferior  part  of 
the  means  of  payments.  Witii  tbe  body  of  the 
community,  it  is  different.  Specie  is,  or  should 
be,  tbe  main  part  of  their  payments,  and  with 
every  Government,  it  should  be  the  sole  in- 
strument of  payments.  As  to  banks,  it  is  in 
vain  for  them  to  expect  to  live  upon  confidenee. 
Iliose  tiiat  attempt  it  will  share  the  fate  of  tbe 
Irishman's  mare,  which  her  master  undertook 
to  make  live  upon  a  straw  a  day.  One-third  in 
specie,  for  all  its  liabilittea  in  dnmlation  and 
^bpositB,  is  the  rule  of  the  Bank  of  fiiriand. 
With  less  than  that  pnmortion  the  bank  bdds 
herself  to  be  unsafe;  with  that  proportion  in 
hand,  she  expects  to  make  up  the  other  two- 
thirds,  if  ran  upon,  out  of  the  debts  due  her, 
her  credit  to  l>orrow,  and  Government  aid  in 
exchequer  bills.  Scarcely  a  bank  in  the  United 
States  undertakes  to  come  up  to  the  Bank  of 
England  standard  of  safety.  The  Le^sUU^nre 
of  Louiuana  is  the  only  one  that  I  have  seen 
attempting  to  establish  that  standard. 

There  is  a  concerted  attempt  at  this  time  in 
the  United  States  to  decry  specie ;  to  ridicule 
it,  to  vilify  it,  to  suppress  i^  and  to  btnidi  it 
Gold,  especially,  is  the  object  (tf  the  Tilifioa- 
tion  of  this  party— that  gold  whidi  stands  fint 
named  in  ttw  Cautitntion  of  the  United  Stately 
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and  which,  from  the  earliest  records  of  the  hn- 
mon  race,  has  been  the  oliosen  money  of  the 
world.  I  do  not  envy  that  party  their  asstdnoas 
labors  in  the  defamation  of  the  ^redotu  metals, 
I  do  not  fear  the  snccess  of  their  exertions.  I 
do  not  fear  even  that  they  will  ever  sooceed  in 
making  themselves  tarn  their  backs  upon  the 
smallest  piece  of  gold  or  silver  which  is  offered 
for  their  acceptance.  The  necessity  of  an  ade- 
qnate  supply  of  the  precioas  met^  is  known 
and  felt  by  the  whole  human  race.  It  is  the 
only  money  which  it  is  safe  for  the  body  of  the 
people  to  handle.  It  is  the  mun  bairis  for  the 
operataoDB  of  a  bank ;  and  it  is  tiie  only  stand- 
ard or  measure  of  values.  One  of  the  highest 
ftmotions  of  monej  is  to  measure  valnee.  That 
is  a  fonotion  which  paper  cannot  perform.  The 
measure  of  values  mast  itself  passess  intrinuo 
Tfllae,  and  mast  itself  be  A-ee  irom  sndden  or 
material  variations  of  value.  It  mast  have  a  ani- 
form  and  a  universal  value.  As  well  might 
you  attempt  to  make  a  measure  of  lengths  out 
of  that  which  has  no  length,  a  measure  of 
weights  out  of  that  which  has  no  weight,  a 
measure  of  quantities  out  of  that  which  has  no 
capacity  to  hold  any  quantity,  as  to  endeavor 
to  make  a  measure  of  values  out  of  that  which 
has  no  intrinsic  value.  The  preoioua  metals 
alone  can  constitote'  a  measore  of  Tallies:  pa- 
per money  can  measure  the  value  of  notbing^ 
not  6T«i  of  itself :  its  own  value  is  eternally 
measured  by  its  relation — ^by  its  convertibility 
— into  specie.  Its  want  of  intrinsic  value,  its 
liability  to  be  made  la  any  quantity,  or  to  be 
diminished  in  any  quantity,  and  its  liability  to 
total  destmction,  entirely  disqualifies  it  for  the 
high  function  of  a  measure  of  values. 

The  Ooustitation  of  the  United  States  has 
vested  Congress  with  anthority  to  prescribe  a 
imiform  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
vie  whole  tTnion.  Congress  has  not  exercised 
that  power;  but  the  common  feeling  of  the 
people  has  supplied  ^e  defect  of  Federal  legis- 
lation. In  all  parts  of  the  Union,  they  use  the 
same  wdghts  and  measures,  A  pound  is  a 
pound,  a  bui^d  is  a  bushel,  a  yard  is  a  yaid, 
from  one  end  of  the  ooontry  to  the  <rther. 
The  constitution  has  also  vested  Congress  with 
authority  to  regulate  the  value — not  of  mrren- 
e^t  fot  there  is  no  sudi  word  in  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  any  word  which  can  be  made  to  in- 
clude paper  eurrenej/ — but  to  regulate  the  value 
of  the  coin  of  our  own  mint,  and  also  of  foreign 
coin.  This  power  for  fortj-five  years,  tliat  is 
to  say,  from  1789  to  1884,  was  so  erroneously 
exercised  as  to  undervalue  gold  ux  and  two- 
thirds  per  cent  The  consequence  was  the  to- 
tal exclusion  of  gold  from  our  ciroolation.  In 
1884  this  error  was  oorreoted  •  and  the  conse- 
quoice  is,  that  gold  is  in  the  fall  process  of 
restoration  to  its  eonstitntaonal  place  in  our 
enrrenoy.  With  respei^  to  foreign  coins,  in- 
stead of  making  them  current,  as  the  oonstita- 
tion  intended,  they  were  nearly  all  excluded 
from  oironlati<m  by  the  act  of  1619,  This  false 
lepdatioaTas  alaoanreotedinlSM;  aadfinv 
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eign  coins  now  enter  largely  into  our  drcub- 
tion.  The  year  1884 — the  second  year  (rf  Ga- 
eral  Jackson^s  second  Frendential  term — will 
be  an  era,  a  proud  and  glorious  era,  in  the 
history  of  our  constitutioniu  currency.  It  win 
be  the  era  of  the  refonuatjon  of  the  metalHc 
currency.  The  year  1886,  the  la^  year  of 
General  Jackson's  second  term,  will  be  another 
glorioas  epoch  in  our  financial  history.  It  wm 
in  that  year  that  the  promissory  notee  of  a 
corporation  ceased  to  be  a  lawfnl  tender  to  the 
United  States  in  discharge  of  all  taxea,  debt^ 
and  duties  due  to  her.  The -year  1886  is  the 
epoch  of  this  delireranoe  of  the  Federal  Treas- 
ury from  the  dominion  of  a  corpwatiMi ;  hnt 
the  jeax  188S  divides  the  honor  with  it;  for  in 
that  year  was  the  blow  struck — the  hennc  veto 
applied — ^which  effected  the  deliverance.  Three 
noble  acts  have  been  performed ;  hot  a  fourth 
remains  to  be  achieved  to  consummate  the  du- 
ties of  the  Federal  Government  in  reiatim  to 
the  currency.  The  error  of  Mr.  Hadiscm^s  ad- 
ministration, at  the  expiration  of  the  existuiee 
of  the  first  Bonk  of  the  Umted  States,  moat  not 
be  repeated.  The  notes  of  the  local  baaki 
must  not  be  made  a  national  currency  1  That 
error  mined  the  country  in  1614  and  in  1819, 
and  the  repetition  of  it  agtuu  ruined  it  in  1637. 
Three  limes^  in  twenty-five  years^  has  that 
error  deprived  the  Treasury  of  ita  reveDoea^ 
the  country  of  a  measure  of  values,  and  render- 
ed nugatcny  the  uniformity  of  wti^ts  and 
measures,  in  which  the  whole  Union  hM  agreed. 
The  effect  upon  the  community  has  been  the 
same  as  if  every  seller  had  possessed  the  priv- 
ilege, and  had  exercised  it,  of  altering  his 
weights  and  measnres  at  his  pleasure ;  Icsgth- 
ening  or  shortening  his  yard-stick ;  enlai^i^ 
or  rMucing  his  bushel;  diminishing  or  increas- 
icg  his  pound- weight  with  every  sale,  and  pre- 
cisely as  it  suited  his  own  interests  in  txecj 
instance.  This  is  an  enormoos  and  a  crying 
evil,  the  parent  of  unnumbered  impositions  up- 
on uie  whole  commtmity ;  and  espedaDr  upoi 
the  weaker  part  In  paying  double  for  the 
neoessaries  of  lifb,  the  effect  has  been  precisely 
the  same  as  if  the  purobmer  had  received  b^ 
half  a  pound,  half  a  yard,  and  half  a  Imshel, 
when  he  piud  for  a  full  pound,  a  foil  yard,  and 
a  full  bushel.  But,  sir,  I  drop  this  disqutaticHL 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  carry  me  too  far,  at  tlie 
present  moment,  into  the  workings  of  the  pa- 
per system.  I  drop  it  with  remarking,  tbxt 
the  arbitrary  debasement  of  the  current  cchii, 
formerly  practised  by  some  European  'Kiap, 
and  latterly  by  some  Tarfcish  Saltans,  was  in- 
nocent and  harmless,  compared  to  the  mischi^ 
done  in  our  own  coanb'y  by  the  loss  of  a  meas- 
ure of  values,  and  the  conseqnoit,  or  equindeot, 
destruction  of  all  the  measures 'of  quantities. 
The  thoughtless  and  inoonnderate  man,  invested 
with  no  le^slative  oharaeter,  may  say,  that 
paper  money  is  lighter  than  g(M  and  silver; 
that  paper  will  buy  any  thing  that  gold  and 
silver  will  buy ;  that  he  does  not  care  what  his 
money  is  made  o^  provided  it  vill  p«y  hit 
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debts.  The  unreflecting  man  maj  talk  in  this 
vay ;  bat  tbe  statesman  must  look  at  money 
in  its  exalted  oharaoter  of  a  measare  of  vaines ; 
and  if  that  measnre  is  lost  or  destroyed  by  his 
management,  he  commits  a  great  error,  and  in- 
flicts a  great  injury  npon  the  entire  oommuni- 
ty.  We  have  lost  that  measure.  The  Federal 
Govemroent  has  oeca;doiied  Its  loss.  The  use 
of  paper  at  the  Federal  Tteasary  has  banished 
coin — ^has  set  an  example  which  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  all  the  States,  and  by  every  indi- 
vidudd— until  paper  has  banished  coin,  and  made 
itself  a  forced  tender  in  every  payment  Paper 
money  is  now  the  actual  currency  of  tbe  land. 
It  is  tiie  medium  of  all  payments ;  and,  being 
no  measure  of  v^nes,  there  is  no  stability  of 
prices.  Every  thing  fluctuates.  Trade  is  sub- 
jected to  the  hazards  of  gambling.  The  rem- 
edy for  this  evil — the  means  for  the  re-estab- 
Usbment  of  the  measare  of  values — is  for  the 
Federal  Government  to  use  the  true  measure 
itself.  la  supplying  itself  with  the  true  meas- 
ure, it  will  cause  the  whole  country  to  be  snp- 
plied.  No  nation  can  saturate  itself  with  gold 
and  rilver  more  ea^y  than  the  United  States. 
The  hundred  millions  of  exportable  products, 
annually  sent  abroad — to  say  nothing  of  domes- 
tic mines  and  the  supplies  brought  in  by  emi- 
grants— will  bring  back  an  annual  supply  of  12 
or  15  millions.  We  have  but  to  invite  its 
presence,  by  creating  a  demand  for  it,  and  8  or 
10  millions  of  this  amount  will  annually  remain 
with  us  until  the  national  supply  is  full  and 
complete. 

HOIISS  OF  BKPRKBKNTATITJa 

Thussoat,  Haroh  16. 

Dfoih  of  ths  Bon.  Timothy  JaroU  Garter. 

Kr.  Etaks,  of  Hidne,  addressed  the  Obalr : 
Mr.  Spbaxbb  :  Those  badges  of  mourning 
which  we  still  wear,  denote  that  Death  has 
lately  been  in  tbe  midst  of  us.  Again  his  ar- 
row has  flown ;  and  again  has  the  fatal  shaft 
been  sent,  with  unerring  urn,  into  a  small,  and 
already  broken,  rank.  It  is  my  melancholy 
office  to  annonnce  that,  smce  tbe  last  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  of  Kepresentatives,  Timotity 
Jabtis  Cabtxr,  then  one  of  its  members,  from 
tbe  State  of  Mune,  has  surrendered  up  to  the 
Being  who  gave  it  a  life  upon  wbioa  many 
anxious  hopes  depended,  and  for  whose  pres- 
ervation many  an  ardent  prayer  had  gone  np 
to  the  Father  of  all  spirits,  fie  died  Ii»t  even- 
ing, at  ten  o'clock,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city, 
after  a  sickness  of  not  very  protracted  duration, 
but  of  great  and  excruciating  intensity  of  suf- 
fering and  agony.  The  ways  of  a  righteous 
ProTtdence  are  inscmtable^  and  while  we  bow 
in  snbmission,  we  are  yet  oppressed  with  deep 
and  solemn  ave. 

Our  deceased  biend  and  oolleagae  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  State  and  the  district  which,  so  late- 
ly, he  represented  in  this  branch  of  Congress ; 
uid  he^  therefore,  brought  with  htm  the  oonfl- 


dence,  largely  bestowed,  of  those  who  had 
known  him  from  his  earliest  years.  Well  did  he 
deserve  it.  His  character  for  probity,  integrity, 
nprightness,  morality,  was  free  from  spot  or 
blemish.  His  prlndples  were  well  founded.-. 
Loving  tbe  country  (h  bis  birth,  and  its  iosti-' 
tutions,  with  all  hia  heart,  be  pnrsaed  with 
fidelity  snoh  measures  aa  his  judgment  deemed 
best  calculated  to  promote  tiie  welfare  of  the 
one  and  the  dorability  of  the  other.  He  was 
a  lawyer  by  prdfession — ^futhfnl,  jost,  dis(»rimi- 
nating,  attentive,  humane,  in  its  praotice. 

Of  manners  mildj  courteous,  arable ;  and  a 
temper  kind,  conciliating,  patient,  be  won  re- 
Bjpeot  and  attachment,  even  from  those  who 
differed  with  him  in  matters  of  opinion ;  and 

Erobably  there  lives  not  a  human  being  who 
as  a  single  resentment,  or  one  unkind  recollec- 
tion, to  bury  in  bis  grave.   He  has  gone,  in  the 
strength  of  his  manhood,  and  the  maturity  of 
his  intellect,  the  road  that  all  must  once  pass : 
"-sdaudi,  wmal,  via  ktu." 

Ihe  ties  that  boond  him  to  life  are  severed 
forero',  as  all  human  ties  must  be  severed. 


"LlnqaendK  t«ll<u,  et  domu,  «t  i 
Dsor;  neqne  hanun,  qau  oolbi  arborajn 

pneter  ItiTlaaa  euprauos 
Ulu,  brerem  domloam  sftqtwUr." 

Although,  when  bis  eyes  opened  for  the  last 
time  npon  the  earth  and  the  sky,  they  fell  not 
upon  nis  own  native  hills;  though  the  sod 
which  shall  cover  him  will  not  freshen  in  the 
same  influences  which  clothe  them  in  verdure 
and  beauty ;  thongh  he  died  far  from  his  hom^ 
the  companions  and  the  brothers  of  his  child* 
hood  vrae  with  him — the  sharer  of  his  ioy^ 
the  solace  tS.  his  griefa,  stood  by  him ;  ^id  the 
hand  which  ooula  best  do  it  assuaged  the  bitter 
pains  of  parting  life.  The  last  ewrthly  sounds 
which  feu  upon  his  ear  were  tones  of  sympathy, 
and  Idndness,  and  affection,  and  snpport— tcaies 
which  ceased  not,  even  when  they  vainly  strove 
to  pierco  the  cold  and  leaden  ear  of  death. 
Tears  shall  flow  copiously,  and  deep  nghs  be 
heaved  over  his  lifeless  form ;  tears  not  more 
scalding,  dghs  not  deeper  drawn,  because  not 
mingled  with  any  bitter  recollections — any 
nnavailing  regrets. 

If  human  means  oonld.  have  av^led— if 
devoted  fraternal  empathy  and  care — if 
constant,  abidioj^  salf-eaormoing  affection, 
triumphing  over  exhausted  nature,  and  bear^ 
ing  up  a  feeble  frame,  unconscious  of  weari- 
ness, uirongh  long  and  painfal  vigils,  could  have 
saved  bis  lue,  he  would  long  have  been  spared 
to  the  friends  who  now  deplore  hia  death,  end 
to  the  State  and  to  tbe  country  which  be  served. 
To  that  stricken  bosom  we  proffer — alas  I  how 
littie  will  it  av^l — onr  dncere  sympathy  and 
condolence.  He  has  gone  from  this  place  of 
earthly  honors  and  human  distinctions,  to  a 
seat  in  that  "  house  which  is  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  Heavens." 

As  a  token  of  our  respect  for  his  many  vir- 
tuesi  and  of  oar  reject  f<»:  his  memmy,  I  move 
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the  adoption  of  the  resolntiona  wliioh  I  nov 

sabmit : 

Jieaolved,  That  the  memben  of  this  Eoose  will 
attend  the  ftmenl  of  Timothy  J.  Claras,  deceased, 
.  Ute  a  member  of  this  Houae  from  the  State  of  Uaine, 
at  12  o'clock  OS  Saturday. 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  anperiDtending  the  Ainetal  of  Timothy  J. 
Cakteb,  deceased. 

Suelntd,  That  the  memben  and  offloera  of  thia 
Eonae  will  tesUfj  their  reapect  fbr  the  meniorj  (tf 
TixoTHT  J.  Cabtir,  by  wealing  oape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resoIationB  were  QnanimonfllT  agreed  to ; 
and  then  the  House  adjoomed  till  Satordi^. 


nr  BBKATZ. 

Thubsdat,  ICuoh  15. 
Death     the  Son.  T.  J.  Carter. 
Ur.  Bdooles  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hr.  ^bbidkht:  The  message  from  the 
House  of  B^nesentatiTes,  Jost  rud,  oonmrani- 
eating  the  melancholy  inteUigenoe  of  tiie  death 
of  the  Hon.  TmoTRT  J.  Oabtbb,  a  Bepreaeota* 
,  tive  from  the  State  of  Maine,  Imposes  oo  me 
the  duty,  which  I  cannot  perform  without  the 
deepest  emotion,  of  moriog  the  customary  res- 
olutions of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
ceased. He  died  last  evening  at  the  hour  of 
ten,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  after  much 
severe  bat  patient  suffering — at  peace  with  all, 
at  variance  with  none. 

I  know  that  occasions  of  this  kind  have  usu- 
ally been  improved  to  pronounce  enlcwies  on 
the  characters  of  deceased  members ;  but  the 
painfiil  emotiras  which  have  been  awalnned 
Dy  the  last  sad  adieu  of  an  esteoned  fi^end  and 
colleagoe,  bat  poorly  qnalifies  me  to  speak  at 
this  time,  and  in  this  place,  of  his  manly  vir- 
tues, his  purity  of  heart,  the  engaging  mildness 
of  his  disposition,  the  unasual  ezoellenoe  of  the 
character  he  maintuned  in  all  his  domestic  and 
social  relations.  It  is  but  to  say,  what  all  who 
knew  him  as  I  have  known  him  would  say, 
that  his  whole  life  afforded  constant  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  strictest  moral  rectitude,  in  the 
upright,  faitbfal,  conscientioaa  performance  of 
every  duty  connected  with  his  station  in  soci- 
ety, 

Thongb  yet  scarcely  past  the  momiiw  of  life, 
he  had  received  many  gratifying  protm  of  the 
estimation  in  which  His  tidents  and  probity 
were  held  by  the  people  and  the  councils  of  his 
State. 

As  a  representative,  he  has  been  devotedly 
^thfol  to  his  trust,  and  fully  jnstl&ed  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  his  virtue  and  patriotism. 
He  sought  not  high  political  distinction.  He 
was  unambitious  of  renown,  but  ^ided  his 
footsteps  by  that  calm  and  steady  light  which 
shines  all  eJong  the  pathway  of  duty  and  use- 
fulness. 

He  inherited  his  virtoe  from  a  highly  tespeot- 


[25ra  Cmm. 

able  parentage,  and  has  left  a  wide  circle  of 
attached  relatives  and  friends  to  mouru  Im 
exit ;  three  of  whom,  nnder  the  ready  impulses 
of  fraternal  affection,  obeyed  the  earliest  som- 
mons  to  his  sick  bed,  Alas !  it  was  bat  to  wit- 
ness, with  poignant  grlei^  the  closing  scene  is 
the  brief  drama  of  human  existence. 

He  was  a  husband  and  a  father;  bat  how 
can  I  presume  here  to  speak  tif  the  agnized 
feelings  of  her,  who,  wmlst  ahe  can|^t  his 
latest  ngh,  Mt  that,  as  in  life,  so  almoct  m 
death,  his  destinies  wen  her  own  1 

mth  the  deceased,  life's  fleeting  shadow  has 
passed  by,  and  etwni^  has  opened  its  broad 
portals.  Nothing  now  remains  but  the  tears 
of  rdatives,  the  r^r^ts  and  sympathies  of 
friends,  and  the  moral  inflnence  <»  his  example 
for  all. 

The  usual  reaolntions  were  then  adopted,  that 
the  Senate  woold  attend  the  funeral  (k  the  late 
Mr.  Oabtbb,  and  go  into  monnung,  by  wearing 
crwe  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Satnrday  oexL 


HOUSE  OF  RSPBXBEBTATIVEaL 

Satctbdat,  March  17. 

General  Gbobqe  M.  Keim,  a  member  elected 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  redgnation  uf  Mr. 
MvHLBSBSBO,  took  his  Beat. 


IS  BBNATB. 

Wbdnsbdat,  March  21. 
Ind^mdent  Treasury. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  fte 
Independent  Treasury  bill,  when  Mr.  Socm- 
ABD  resnmed  his  ailment,  in  oppo^tion  to  tbe 
bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bites^ 
amendment ; 

Teas.— Uessra.  Clay  of  Eentncky,  ClaTtin.  OH- 
tenden,  Daviti,  Knight,  HcEean,  Heriid^  MdiolM, 
Prentisa,  Rires,  Robtnns,  Baggies,  Staiith  of  IndiaDai 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  TaGmadge,  llptcm,  Web- 
ster, and  WUte— 20. 

Nats. — Ueasra.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bnchanaa, 
Calhoon,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Cnthbert,  Faltw,  Gran- 
dy,  Hubbard,  King,  Linn,  Lampkin,  Lyon,  Mcni^ 
Uouton,  Nllcs,  Norvell,  Roane,  Botuneon,  Sevitr, 
Smith  of  ConnecUcut,  Strange,  Trotter,  VaORr, 
Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Youig— S9. 

Mr.  Pbeston,  after  the  result  of  the  vote  was 
announced,  came  into  the  Senate  Chamber,  and 
asked  permission  to  record  his  vote  in  hjifr  of 
the  substitnte. 

The  Vice  PaBsroBirr  swd,  if  there  was  no 
objection  made,  he  would  direct  the  Seerstarj 
to  record  the  name. 

Mr.  Benton  objected.  He  had  been  tbcve 
eighteen  years,  and  had  uniformly  opposed 
every  mobon  of  that  kind.  He  thought  it  es- 
tal^isbied  a  bad  precedent  to  permit  Seoatoa 
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to  record  their  names  after  the  vote  had  been 
taken,  and  the  result  made  kaowD. 

Mr.  Qbundt  wished  the  Senator  would  forego 
his  objections,  and  instanced  a  case  daring  the 
present  seiision,  where  he  had  his  name  recorded 
oy  one  of  the  reporters  as  voting  agfunst  a 
measnre,  when,  in  fact,  he  had  not  voted  at  all. 
On  the  next  morning  he  stated  the  matter  to 
the  Senate,  and  adted  pemuKion  to  haTe  his 
name  recorded  in  the  affimutive,  which  was 
granted. 

Mr,  Ktsa  was  desirous  that  ooorte^  should 
be  extended  to  the  Senator,  and  thitt  he  be  per- 
mitted to  record  his  vote ;  and  the  coarse  was 
the  less  objectionable,  as  the  result  could  not 
be  varied  by  granting  the  permission. 

Ur.  BsyroiT  was  infiezible;  be  had  (as  he 
before  observed)  for  the  last  eighteen  years, 
pursued  the  same  policy,  and  could  not  consent 
to  yield  the  point  now.  He  would  so  far  yield, 
however,  as  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote,  by 
which  means  the  same  object  oonld  be  more 
•afeiy  attained. 

On  Ifr.  Bbntos^s  motion,  the  reoonrideration 
of  the  vote  on  Bivss'a  amendment  was 
ordered ;  and  the  question  was  ag«n  taken  on 
Hr.  RiTRs's  substitute,  and  it  was  r^eoted — 

Tua— Kessra.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Eentuoky,  CUytOD, 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Eniriit,  McKetn,  Merrick,  Nicb- 
das^  Frratiss,  Blves,  Bobbhis,  Riu^ea,  Smith  of 
Aidiana,  Southard,  Spenee,  Swift,  Taflmadge,  Tipton, 
Webster,  and  White— 22. 

Math. — ^Meesn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Oslhonn,  GUy  of  Alsbuna,  CuUibert,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hnbi>ard,  Kinr,  linn,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Horria, 
Monton,  Kites,  Norvell,  Rerce,  Roane,  Robinson, 
Sevier,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange,  Trotter, 
W^ker,  Wall,  Williams,  Wright,  and  Yonng. — 80. 


BOUSE  07  RKPRESKfrrATrVKB. 

TcKSDAT,  Ifareh  ST. 

The  Indepmdmt  Treatury.. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitied  "  An  act  to 
Impoae  additional  duties  as  depoutaries  upon 
oertain  public  officers,  to  wpoint  recovers 
general  of  public  money,  and  to  r^nlate  the 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  moneys  of  the  United  States,"  having 
been  read  twice  by  its  title — 

Hr.  Cambrblbito  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  debate  took  place  on  this  motion,  in  the 
course  of  which  Ur.  Fattoit  moved  to  li^  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

The  vote  resulted  in— yeas  106,  nays  98,  (38 
merolMrs  being  absent,  the  Honse,  with  the 
Speaker,  consisting  of  242,)  as  follows : 

Yeas. — Ueesis.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Al- 
len, John  W.  Allen,  Aycrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoun,  WitUsm  B. 
Campbell,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Chllds, 
Clark,  Conrin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cushing, 
Dariington,  Deberry,  Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett, 
Ewing,  Richard  Fletcher,  I^llmore,  James  Garland, 
Bice  Oariand,  Goods,  James  Graham,  William  Gra- 


ham, Graves,  Grey,  Grennell,  Hall,  Halstead,  Harlan, 
Harper,  HaMii^  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Holfhtan, 
Hopkiiu,  Henry  Jidinson,  W.  Cost  Johnson,  KUgoie, 
Lawler,  Uncoln,  Lyoo,  Mallory,  Uanin,  S.  Mason, 
Haory,  May,  Maxwell,  lleK«inan,  MeneTee,  Meroer, 
MUltgan,  Hitdtell,  Matthias  Morris,  Calvary  M(HTia, 
Naylor,  Noyes,  (^le,  Patterson,  Patton,  Peck,  Phillips, 
Pope,  Rariden,  Randolph,  Reed,  Ric^ay,  Russell, 
Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Augiutine  H.  Sheppenj,  Charles 
Sbepard,  Shields,  Kbley,  Blade,  Smith,  Southgate, 
Stanly,  Steuart,  Stone,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Homp- 
son,  TUUnBhsst,  Tolsnd,  Underwood,  Albert  S. 
White,  JoEn  White,  BBafaa  Wfaittlesev,  Uwia 
WilUains,  Shemd  Williams,  Christopher  H.  WlOiams, 
Wise,  and  Yorite— 100. 

Navs. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atberton, 
Beatty,  B^me,  Bicfcnell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodbead, 
Bronson,  Bruyn,  Bynum,  Oambreleng,  John  Camp- 
bell, Casey,  Cleveland,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cndg,  Crai7,  Cusbman,  Dawson,  DeGralT,  Drom- 
gotde,  Dunno,  Elmore,  Farrineton,  Fairfield,  Foster, 
Gallup,  Glascock,  Grsntland,  Grant,  Gtiffln,  Haley, 
Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hajnes, 
Holeey,  Howard,  Hubley,  Robert  M.  T.  Hunter, 
Ingfaun,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  Geo.  N.  Kelm,  Kembic,  Legue, 
I<eadbetter,  Lewis,  L<«an,  James  H.  Mason,  Xvtin, 
McKay,  Robert  Meaellan,  Abraham  McClellan,  Me- 
Clure,  MiUer,  Mon^omery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Samuel 
W.  Morris,  Momy,  Palmer,  Parker,  Paynter,  Penny- 
backer,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Potter,  Prett,  Pren- 
tiss, Bhett,  Ridiardson,  Rives,  Robertson,  ShelTer, 
Toncey,  Turney,  Tail,  Sbeplor,  Snyder,  Spencer,  Tay< 
lor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Vanderveer,  Wagener,  Webster, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Jared  W.  Williams,  Ww> 
thington,  and  Yell— 9B. 

6o  the  Senate  UU  was  laid  on  the  table. 


MonvAT,  April  3. 

DteeoH  of  (As  iTm.  jlsMw  ifefim. 

Ibr.  HowABD  addressed  the  House  as  fbllows : 
Mr.  SpuntB :  I  rise  to  perform  a  duty,  the 
painfld  extent  of  which  I  did  not  folly  appre- 
ciate until  the  preaent  moment.  It  is  mnn  the 
effort  required  to  control  the  feelings  which  are 
stm^ling  for  the  mastery,  that  I  am  made 
sensible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  task.  Sir,  mr 
friend  and  colleague,  who  lightened  the  toiu 
and  shared  the  responsibilities  of  our  joint  repre- 
sentation, is  no  more.  After  a  brief  but  severe 
illness,  Isaac  MoKni  expired  yesterday  morn- 
ing, meeting  his  fate  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion and  composure.  Conscious  of  his.  ap- 
proaching end  for  many  days  previous  to  its 
occurrence,  he  looked  steadily  at  death  as  he 
drew  near,  step  by  step,  with  that  nnfliDching 
courage  which  a  quiet  conscience  only  can  ^ve. 
Feeling  and  knowing  as  I  now  feel  and  know, 
that  he  had  tried  to  do  his  doty,  he  looked 
forward  without  alarm,  because  he  looked 
backward  without  self-reproach.  Bis  course 
through  life  had  been  the  same  as  his  conduct 
in  this  House,  where,  I  am  sure,  he  has  not  left 
an  unkind  feeling  in  tJbe  breast  of  a  single 
member.  Engaged  in  the  active  pursuits  <A 
commeroe  from  an  noiuaally  early  period  of 
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life,  he  was  one,  and  perhaps  the  last,  of  that 
enterprising  class  of  merchants,  whose  hazard* 
ons,  hot  snccewfbl  industry,  some  thbty  years 
ago,  bnilt  ap,  at  the  same  time,  their  own  for- 
tnnea  and  the  prosperity  of  the  oity  whioh  we 
partly  represented  upon  this  floor;  bnt  the 
liberality  with  which  he  dispensed  his  gains 
around  him,  was  equal  to  the  sagacity  which 
he  manifested  in  their  acquisition.  Two  pnblio 
schools,  one  founded  by  his  father  and  the  other 
by  himself,  have  long  made  his  name  blessed 
by  the  destitate  widow,  to  whose  children  the 
rich  gift  of  education  was  thos  benevolently 
and  wisely  imparted.  The  two  hundred  orphan 
boys  who  have  habitually  attended  the  school 
of  Isaac  MoEim,  may  perlu^is  be  unconscious 
of  the  loss  which  they  nave  sustained,  bat  the 
tears  of  thdr  widowed  mothers,  shed  in  secret 
sorrow,  will  attest  their  minted  gratitnde  and 
regret  Sir,  to  reaone  from  the  temptations  and 
dangers  of  idleness  and  ignorance,  any  portion 
of  tibe  yonth  of  our  oonn&j,  is  to  effect  a  work 
In whiohpatriotism and  philanthropy  eminently 
unite.  Bnt  it  was  not  in  this  instance  alone 
that  the  kindheartedness  of  my  deceased  friend 
was  manifested.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  angle 
Individual  in  our  extensive  population  whose 
loss  will  be  more  felt  or  deplored.  He  has 
passed  through  life  with  sucli  an  unstained 
character,  that  aS  men  of  integrity  knew  him 
to  be  their  proper  associate.  Mild  and  cour- 
teous in  his  deportment  towards  others,  he  fol- 
lowed, as  a  guide  in  his  own  conduct,  that  shi- 
cerity  and  honesty  of  pnrpose,  upon  whioh  his 
friends  never  connted  in  vain. 

Kext  to  his  &mily,  Mr.  Speaker,  his  loss  fiaHs 
most  heavily  upon  myself.  Elected  by  tiie  same 
oonstituency,  we  have  been,  for  some  years,  in 
the  habit  of  the  most  unreserved  communica- 
tion with  each  other  upon  every  topic  relating 
to  oar  public  duties,  and  npon  his  strong  saga- 
city I  have  been  accustomed  greatly  to  rdy. 
His  untiring  attention  to  business  has  long  been 
oonspiouoos  in  this  House.  No  care,  no  time, 
no  labor  seemed  to  him  too  great  to  be  devoted 
to  the  pnblio  service.  In  this  House,  amongst 
his  constituents,  in  his  State,  and  by  his  ooun- 
tty,  his  absenoe  will  be  felt  It  only  remains 
fov  lis  to  pay  such  respect  to  his  memory  as  is 
due  to  it,  and,  for  that  pnrpose,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jtesolved  unaninunaly.  That  the  members  and 
offloin  of  this  House  irill  attend  the  fimeral  of 
Isaac  HcKix,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this 
House,  irom  the  StiOe  of  Mirylud,  at  11  o'dook  to- 
morrow. 

Raolved  unantmoiwfy,  TtM  %  oommitteo  be  Kp- 
pointed  to  take  order  for  miperin tending  the  funenl 
of  IsiAO  HcEiH,  deceased. 

Rttolved  vnanimoudy^  That  the  memhets  and  offi- 
eers  of  this  Honse  will  testify  their  reelect  for  the 
memory  of  Isaac  HcKim,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left 
ann  iiir  tUrty  dtjs. 

Bmivedrntmimaud^^  That  wlien  the  House  ad- 
Jonm  to-dqr,  it  irill  a^joom  to  meet  again  m  Wed* 
nesday  next 


The  resolutions  were  unanimondy  adopted. 
The  House  then  a^oozned. 


IN  SENATE. 

IbsDATr  April  3. 
UwA  ^  the  Em.  Imac  McKim. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  cf 
Representatives,  annonncing  the  death  of  tlie 
Hon.  IsAAO  MoEm,  a  member  ai  that  Hoom 
fl*om  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  that  bis  fa- 
neral  would  take  place  ftom  their  hall  at  II 
o'clock  to-morrow. 
Mr.  GnniDT  addressed  the  Senate  : 
Mr.  PnsBiDEKT :  In  the  absence  of  both  the 
Senators  from  Maryland,  Z  have  been  requested 
by  the  delation  in  &e  other  House  frton  that 
State  to  move  a  conenrrenoe  with  the  resdn- 
tions  of  the  House  of  BepresentatiTCs,  in  hmior 
of  the  memory  of  the  decoued. 

A  few  days  since  he  was  amongst  vs,  in  ill 
the  vigor  of  health.  Within  a  few  hours  only 
before  his  death,  he  was  actually  ei^aged  in 
the  fMthfuI  discharge  of  the  ardnons  duties  as- 
signed him  by  his  country.  He  is  now  gone; 
and  those  who  esteemed  him  and  loved  fain, 
will  see  him  no  more. 

Mr.  McfiM  was  emphatically  the  anthor  of 
his  own  fortunes.  He  commenced  life  in  very 
moderate  circumstances,  without  the  patronage 
of  influential  friends.  His  industnr  and  eneigy, 
under  the  guidance  of  a  clear  and  dtseriminat- 
ing  intellect,  enabled  him  to  aman  a  fortune, 
not  only  ample,  bnt  magidfioent 

He  not  only  knew  how  to  acquire  property, 
but  he  knew  how  to  use  it  The  aocnmo^ 
tion  of  wealth  in  him  did  not  beget  the  paaaoa 
of  avarice.  Go  to  the  city  of  his  resideset^ 
and  the  inhabitants  can  point  oat  innumerable 
instances  of  his  noble  cbaritiea,  and  monumentB 
of  his  munificence  and  liberality. 

He  had  reached  a  good  old  age.  He  had  been 
honored  by  his  feIlow-citi»iis  with  a  seat  in 
the  Senate  of  his  State,  and  he  had  often  beoi 
elected  to  fill  the  station  he  lately  oocoined. 
We,  his  associates,  knew  that,  alibongfa  he  was 
unassuming  and  nnpretending,  he  brmi^t  into 
onr  ooan<als  a  stock  of  nsuhl  and  pnelical 
knowledge  possessed  1^  few  men. 

The  refleotion  that  he  lived  Trorfldly,  nd 
died  probabl;r  without  a  iinde  enemy,  wffl 
comfort  and  in  some  degree  wloTiate  the  sof^ 
rows,  of  her  who  was  the  partner  of  his  boson 
and  sharer  of  his  Joys  and  griefe.  and  these  rel- 
atives and  friends  who  now  deplore  his  1<mb. 

Mr.  GntmoT  then  submitted  the  followii^ 
resolution,  which  was  adopted  unftnimoost/ : 

Jiaolved  unanwunulif.  That  the  Senate  wi&  at- 
tend the  fonersl  of  the  Hon.  I8;aac  UcEih,  late  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representativea  from  Mary- 
land, at  11  o'clock  to>moTTow,  and,  as  a  tesdmoay 
of  respect  for  ^e  deceased,  they  will  go  into  nxMns- 
Ing,  by  wealing  cnpe  on  the  left  arm  for  tfairtj  days. 
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Thdwdat,  April  6. 

Anti-lhuttinff  Sill 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  pTfng  or  aooepting  a  chal- 
lenge,  so. 


FuDAT,  April  6. 
Ihulling  in  the  DUtriet  of  Co2um5ta. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  condderatlon  <tf  the 
bill  to  prohibit  the  nvinff  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  dnd^in  tine  IMatriot «  Oolwn- 
bia,  9sA  for  the  pnnit^ent  thereof.  The 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Olit- 
TON  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Jadiciary,  punishing  the  ofiiBnce  by  fine  not 
exceeding  $2,000,  and  bj  imprisonment  in  the 
common  j^l  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  jears. 

Hr.  Linn  observed,  that  when  he  yesterday 
proposed  passing  the  bill  over,  it  was  that  he 
miglit  have  an  opportonity  of  consulting  with 
the  gentleman  who  introdaced  the  bill,  and  the 
Sen^r  from  Delaware,  who  offered  the  amend- 
ment, as  to  the  propriety  of  introdncing  some 
provisions  which  wonld  enable  the  prosecutor 
nnder  this  act  to>  obtain  witnesses.  He  was  of 
c^iidon  that  no  ptmiahment  should  be  inflicted 
on  the  seconds  and  sni^eons,  and  by  tiiis  means 
vitnessea  might  he  procured.  "What  would  be 
oonndered  as  a  challenge  would  be  a  question 
for  the  jnry  to  settle,  as  it  would  bo  impossible 
to  define  it  in  the  act  Gentlemen  who  intend- 
ed to  fight  might  evade  the  lav  in  the  easiest 
way  in  the  world.  They  might  send  an  invita- 
tion to  t^e  tea  at  some  given  spot,  or  make  an 
appointment  for  any  trivial  and  fictitious  pur- 
pose, tiUcing  care  that  the  true  one  should  be 
understood.  He  thought  it  wonld  be  the  most 
difficult  thing  in  the  world  to  get  testimony. 

Hr.  Clation  said  they  could  get  rid  of  the 
difficulty  by  providing  that  the  seoonds,  or  any 
other  persons  aiding  or  asristing  in  the  dial* 
lenge,  shall  be  oompetent  witnesses,  exenqjiting 
them  in  snch  ease  from  punishment 

Mr.  HcBBABD  expressed  the  hope  that  they 
vonld  at  once  proceed  to  take  the  question  on 
tiie  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
IS  he  understood  the  amendment,  it  was  to 
make  the  offence  punishable  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  common  Jul,  which  he  op- 
posed at  some  length,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
too  lenient,  and  Mhind  the  Iwislation  of  all  the 
States  who  had  noticed  the  snoject  at  alt.  The 
State  of  Delaware,  he  said,  from  which  the 
gentleman  who  proposed  this  amendment  came, 
and  all  the  Kew  En^and  States,  together  with 
sereral  others,  had  made  this  offence  fUony, 
and  punished  it  by  imprisoDmait  in  the  peni- 
tentiary. 

Mr.  Lam  drew  his  condui^ons  dlrectiy  diflbr- 
•ntAnm  the  Senator  ftom  New  Hampdiire.  If 
the  MDdeman  wonld  show  him  a  case  in  any 
of  the  States  where  a  man  ocMkoened  in  a  duel 
had  been  pranoonoed  amnrderer,  oar  sent  to  the 


657 


[AnUL,  188& 

penitentiary,  then  hia  remarks  wonld  am]j. 
As  he  remarked  the  other  day,  he  wanted  to 
see  a  law  passed  that  would  produce  some  prac- 
tical effects,  not  snch  a  law  that  a  Jnry  could 
not  be  found  to  carry  into  execution.  He  had 
seen  the  effects  of  snch  laws  in  his  own  State. 
Iliere  the  punishment  forfighting  a  duel,  where 
death  ensued,  was  death,  and  yet  men  fon^t 
duels  as  if  no  law  elated  at  all.  Bat  they  had 
now  a  law  in  hla  State  which  was  more  effeotoal 
for  the  prevention  of  duelling  than  any  law 
that  had  ever  been  passed.  In  cases  as  assault, 
all  abnsive  words  and  defamatory  language 
went  to  the  jnry  in  mitigation  of  the  offimce—  . 

Mr.  BsnoH.  As  a  Justification. 

Mr.  Lmr.  Yes,  sir,  as  a  Jostifioation ;  and  if 
that  abusive  member,  the  tongue,  was  permit- 
ted to  have  too  free  a  license,  the  same  license 
was  permitted  to  the  injured  in^vidual  to  re* 
dresB  his  grievance.  He  thought  if  the  same 
law  was  ^>plied  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uidted 
States,  there  wonld  be  a  little  more  deoonun 
tban  he  had  sometimes  witnessed. 

Mr.  Hubbard  thought  their  legislation  aboold 
be  governed  by  the  wisdom  and  propria^  of 
the  measure,  leaving  the  ezeontion  of  the  laws 
to  those  who  had  them  in  charge. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  fodiana,  conenrred  entirely 
with  the  ohalrmaD  of  the  XJommittee  on  the 
Judiciary  (Mr.  Obukdt)  In  the  imivopriety  of 
dragging  into  the  debate  the  recent  unfortunate 
affair  between  members  of  tiie  other  branch  <^ 
Congress :  and  he  regretted  that  a  single  Sena- 
tor had  tbonglit  proper  to  recur  in  debate  to 
that  lamentable  conflict  If  you  examine  par^ 
ticaliv  cases,  this  debate  cannot  be  oonflned  to 
the  recent  one :  it  will  extend  to  many  other 
similar  ones  that  have  occurred  at  different 
periods  of  our  national  existence.  Hie  time  of 
the  Senate  will  be  occupied  in  worse  than  a 
mere  unprofitalile  debate. 

The  teomt  unfortonate  affidr,  he  regretted  to 
see,  had  been  seized  upon  to  feed  the  flames  of 
party.  It  had  been  placed  on  party  grounds, 
aa  if  one  party  were  dadlista,  and  t£«  other 
not  This  was  an  nqjnst  and  nnwlse  groand 
on  which  to  place  that  or  any  other  similar  oc- 
currence. On  this  subject  there  were  two  par- 
ties, hut  they  were  not  the  political  pamea 
that  divide  the  people  of  this  nation.  He  was 
bound,  in  troth,  to  admit  the  fact,  however 
mnob  be  might  feel  disnosed  to  throw  the 
mantie  of  oblivion  over  tJiat  part  of  the  past 
history  of  the  country,  that  neither  of  the 
great  political  parties  can  say,  we  are  all  e& 
empt  from  all  partioipatibn  in  that  mode  of  de- 
oidmg  personal  difficulties,  and  yet  all  parties 
speaking  were  oi^ioaed  to  thla  barbanoi  on^ 
torn. 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  it  was  ueleas 
to  legislate ;  that  pnblio  opinion,  would  not 
carry  out  their  enaotanents ;  uiai  the- law  would 
remwn  a  dead  lettnr  on  tiie  statute  books ;  that 
the  freedom  of  debate  would  degenerate  int» 
Hcentions  pOTsmal  abuse ;  that  it  was  necessary 
to  hfdd  M  tmrortm  omr  memben  of  Ooi^reas 
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tiiii  oode  rfbouorf  as  it  vas  twined,  to  restrain 
them  in  the  eierobe  of  their  dnties  here ;  that 
the  common  law,  that  ponisheB  the  homidde 
with  death,  is  snflScient  for  the  protection  of 
society ;  these,  so  far  as  he  had  beard,  were  the 
prineipiu  ob^tions  to  the  proposed  measure ; 
and,  wbile  he  admitted  th^  they  had  been 
urged,  with  moeh  zeal,  he  ooold  not  yield  to  the 
correctness  of  the  piinciples  nor  to  the  reasons 
by  which  they  had  been  sustuned.  The  posi- 
tion had  been  aasnmed,  and  maintained  with 
mach  force,  that  public  opinion  would  not  bear 
Congress  out  in  this  measure.  He  believed 
tbat  the  truth  was  directly  the  reverse.  Pub- 
lic opinion  was,  at  that  moment,  at  the  doors 
(rf  the  Oa4>itol,  in  a  voice  of  thunder  request- 
ing^ nay,  more,  demanding  of  Congress  to  ar- 
rest thk  Uoody  code,  to  stay  this  descdating  and 

Tlie  ton  does  Dot  contemi^ate  interfering 
with  the  oommon  law  offence,  or  the  common 
law  pmiisbment.  It,  meets  the  offender  at  the 
threshold,  and  says  to  him,  stop  in  your  mad, 
in  your  nnlawflil,  your  unholy  career.  Tou  are 
treading  on  ground  covered  with  ignominy  and 
penalties.  Yon  mast  surrender  your  code  of 
honor,  and  submit  to  the  laws  of  that  society 
under  which  you  enjoy  all  the  blesnngs  that 
surround  you.  Take  not  vengeance  into  your 
own  hands.  Tou  shall  not  assail  the  lifb  of  a 
fellow-being.  Nor  shall  yon  wantonly  jrat  your 
own  life  at  hazard.  All  the  States  had  laws 
nmilar  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  The  peo- 
ple had  demanded  these  laws.  The  IMstriet  of 
Columbia  al«ie  renudned  nnproteeted.  And 
diall  this  IHstrict  be  left  the  only  q>ot  in  Uie 
nation  in  which  this  work  of  destmction,  this 
wasto  of  human  life,  this  violation  of  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  shall  be  tolerated,  and  suffered 
to  be  carried  on  with  impunity  f  It  was  al- 
ready said  that  this  was  an  asylum  for  all  man- 
ner of  w  iokedness  and  crime ;  that  members  of 
Congress,  when  here,  were  removed  from  those 
legal  restrunts  under  which  Hhej  act  in  the 
States  from  which  they  came. 

It  has  bera  contended  that  if  we  pass  this 
law,  the  freedom  of  debate  wlU  degenerate  into 
licentiousness  and  personal  abuse ;  that  if  Sen- 
ators and  Bepresentatives  in  Congress  are  not 
to  be  held  personally  respcHidble  to  the  ii^nr- 
«d  party  for  words  spoken  here  of  a  persmal 
ehwaotor,  the  debates  will  become  persona], 
Tindictive,  and  Insufferable.  Kr.  S.  could  not 
come  to  that  conclusion.  He  thoof^t  the  pas- 
sage of  the  hill  would  have  a  nlutuy  effect  on 
the  debates. 

Mr.  Sevibb  said,  that  altbon^  he  was  no 
friend  to  duelling,  yet  he  disliked  this  lull  from 
one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  He  believed  it  was 
a  bill  wholly  for  the  protection  of  members 
of  Congress,  who,  not  satisfied  with  the  protec- 
tion afforded  them  by  the  oonstitutioo,  of  ex- 
emption from  arrest  and  from  being  sued  for 
VOTds  used  in  debate,  wanted  the  additional 
protection  <tf  this  bUL  A  man  is  vilified  and 
ahoaed  In  one  of  the  Boaam  of  Coogreaa^  and 
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he,  of  course,  wiU  expect  the  offender  to  pn 
him  satisfaction  in  some  wsy  or  other,  tU 
this  bill  says  he  diall  not  have  it.  Vhst  tba 
wiU  be  the  consequence  ?  Whf,8ometbin;ai 
the  affur  of  Houston  and  StaDsburj;  tbeii- 
jured  man  will  take  the  Uv  into  Us  ovubaDj^ 
chastise  the  traducer,  and  then  he  will  be 
brought  up  to  the  bar  of  the  Hoose,  fm 
whence,  after  five  or  six  weeks  are  nnpn^ui^ 
constAned  in  the  exsmmation,  he  ww  be  dii- 
missed  with  a  reprimand.  If  the  cAject  ra 
solely  to  suppress  dueling,  and  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  tne  members,  why  not  pa»  a  Itr  to 
prevent  it  in  our  other  Territories  as  veil  u  ii 
the  District  of  Columbia!  Wbj  not^  inelodt 
WisowiBui  and  Florida^  and  m  Mi  and 
arsenals?  He  thought  this  Disbiet  th  a^ 
ready  suffid«ntly  disfranchised,  nd  he  voild 
not  add  any  more  to  its  disahihtiea  Ktmben 
of  Congress  might  talk  of  Tom,  Did,  or  Hinj, 
as  they  pleased,  and  oonld  not  be  sued  for  dn- 
der ;  and  now  they  would  take  swtj  bm  thi ' 
iigured  individual  the  only  remedj  kfthim.,  I 
am  opposed  to  passing  laws  for  our  own  pigtit 
tion,  because  if  you  pass  one,  the  etme  leras 
will  operate  in  passing  another;  and  Iheneit 
time  Mr.  Stansbury,  or  Ur.  anybodj-ebe,  ii 
whipped  by  Houston,  every  member  of  Coi^na 
must  nave  a  corpora's  guai^  to  protect  him  is 
passing  from  his  boarding  house  to  tbaCui- 
tol.  Now  he  woold  fsk  if  the  peopk  ct  the 
United  States  would  be  willing  to  be  tiied  ior 
any  such  pnrposey  fin-  it  would  take  at  kid 
three  thousand  men  to  ftamiah  s  coiponl'i 
guard  to  each  member,  and  thejmuft  then- 
fore  have  an  addititmal  army,  or  leaie  ^inn- 
tiers  exposed.   He  was  satisfied  that  non  In- 

Sprtance  was  attached  to  this  enlyect  thuL  it 
eserved,  and  he  believed  oat  of  one  thonsni 
duels,  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  Aem  vm 
fought  for  causes  that  could  not  be  got  an 
any  other  way.  He  knew  that  dneb  woi 
frequently  fought  for  trivial  caosea,  but  hs  vu 
convinced  that  it  was  otherwise  in  a  vast  ni- 
jority  of  cases.  He  held  himself  responsble 
for  every  thing  he  said  on  tbat  floor,  aod  he 
would  not  give  a  voto  to  take  away  Oat  R- 
spomribilify. 

-  Mr.  CuTTOn's  amoidment  was  lort— 

Ykas.— Kessts.  Clsy  of  Alibami,  (hjUm,  WM^ 
Onmdy,  Uon,  Nicboba,  Nonrell,  BsUbbos,  Suap, 
Trotter,  Walker,  and  White— 18. 

Katb.— Measra.  Allen,  Daris,  Hubbub,  I^o> 
Lyon,  Heirick,  Mouton,  Niles,  Rerce,  Pk«^ 
Preston,  Roane,  Euggles,  Sovier,  Snith  ?f  Com* 
ticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tipton,  WilBw^  « 
Wright— 20. 

Mr.  NiLSS  moved  to  amend  tije  bill,  hi  pw- 
Tiding  tbat  the  persons  o&nding  under  tuMa 
shall  be  forever  incapable  of  hcridiiw  WJ»«* 
or  appointmmt  under  the  anthonty  of  u* 
United  States.  _, . 

Mr.  NoHVWX  thought  they  had  canied  W 
matter  far  enough.  They  sulgeoted  tU  m» 
guilty  of  duelling  to  a  punishmeDt  not  M 
than  five,  nor  more  than  ten  yean' Imfrii* 
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meat  in  the  penitentiarjr,  and  nov  the  gentle* 
nun  wanted  to  add  disqoalifioation  from  offioe. 
Was  it  likely  that  a  man  who  dall  be  imprison- 
ed in  the  poniteotiary  will  ever  be  appointed  to 
an  office  under  the  Government  of  toe  United 
&ta«8t 

Ifr.  Kiuu  spoke  In  defence  of  his  amendment, 
contending  tliat,  as  the  ponishment  had  been  less- 
ened bjr  the  amendment  Jnst  passed,  an  addi- 
tiMial  penalty  was  necessary,  and  that  the 
peul^  he  proposed  would  most  pro1>ably  be 
inflicted^  even  if  the  other  was  not.  Mr.  N. 
ooald  not  agree  with  his  friend  fW>m  Arkansas, 
Qir,  Sevikb,)  that  this  bill  was  for  the  protec- 
hoa  of  members  of  Congress  only.  It  hod  a 
mach  higher  ol^ect  in  view — that  of  suppress- 
ing an  odioos  and  criminal  practice,  and  of 
■Bearing  the  perfect  independence  of  the  repre- 
aentatlves  of  the  pemle. 

Hr.  NiLBs^a  amendment  was  lost— 

,  Tub.— Hesws.  Allen,  DaTii,  Grandy,  Hubbard, 
LompUn,  Miles,  I^erce,  Prentin,  SnJth  of  Conneo- 
ticQL,  Bwift,  Trotter,  Walker,  WilUamB,  and  Wright 
—1*. 

M^n. — ^Heflsn.  C3ay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
todcy,  dajlon,  Fulton,  Merrick,  Houton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Roane,  Robinson,  Rubles,  Serlo*, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Strang,  Tipton,  and  White— IT. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  offered  an  amendment, 
authorizing  magistrates  when  they  have  suffi- 
eient  reason  to  believe  that  a  dud  is  abont  to 
be  fboght,  to  issue  their  warrants  to  bring  the 
parties  twfbre  them,  when  they  are  Airther  au- 
thorized to  compel  them  to  give  bond  and  se- 
enrity  to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year,  and  in 
defimlt  thereof,  to  commit  them  to  Jul. 

Hr.  GuLTTON  opposed  this  amendment,  as 
contrary  to  one  of  the  fundamental  inindplra 
of  law,  and  omtrary  also  to  flw  Ckmatitnaon 
of  the  United  States,  which  provides  that  no 
warrant  shall  issue  bnt  upon  probable  canse, 
snpported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

^e  amendment  was  rcjeeted. 

Hr.  White  moved  to  amend  Uie  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  all  after  the  raactiog  clause,  and  insert- 
ing a  B0h8tjtut&  providing  that  every  person 
who  shall  heremer  be  appointed  to  office  shall, 
in  additicm  to  the  usual  qualification,  take  an 
oath  that  he  has  not,  since  the  passage  of  this 
act,  been  directly  or  indirectly  concerned  in  a 
duel. 

Mr.  pBBNTise  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 

the  question ;  which  resulted — 

YiAS. — Uesars.  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton, 
Linn,  Nidudaa,  Morvell,  Roane,  Rolnnson,  Rnggleg, 
Serier,  St^ulg^  Walker,  and  White— 18. 

Nats.— Hessrs.  Allen,  Clayton,  Davlg,  Onmdy, 
Hubbard,  Lompkin,  Lyon,  Henk^  Monton,  Kilea, 
Pkroe,  Prentin,  Smith  of  Conneoticat,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Swift,  Trotter,  WUUama,  Wright,  wd  Toung 
—19. 

The  question  was  taken  on  oonourring  with 
the  tUm  amendment ;  and  it  was  lost— 

YmaL.—Htmn.  Davis,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lump- 
fcfaV  Merrick,  NUea,  Fieroe,  PreiUia,  Smith  of  Con- 
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necticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sttmge,  Swift,  WilUams, 
Wri^t,  and  Toong— IB. 

Nats.— MeMTs.  Allen,  Benton,  Clay  of  Alabama, 
Clayton,  Fulton,  Linn,  Houton,  Midiolas,  Norvell, 
Soane,  Robinson,  Rogglet,  Sevier,  Trotter,  Walker, 
and  While— 16. 

The  other  amendments  were  oononrred  In ; 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  engnMsed  for  a 
third  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPRBSKNTATIVZa 

TcESDAT,  April  10. 
SotUk  Sea  E^^loring  Ebepeditim. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  oon^deration 
of  the  "bill  makiug  appropria^ns  for  the 
naval  service  for  1888." 

Mr.  Bbonson  entered  into  a  defence  of  th^ 
late  and  present  Administrations  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  and,  though  he  disclaimed  being 
opposed  to  the  Exploring  Expedition,  either 
the  late  pn^ected  one  or  another,  he  was  in 
&vor  of  having  the  biU  recommitted,  because 
he  thought  it  proper  tliat  the  eslimateB  should 
be  furnished,  uid  the  sum  necessary  for  carry- 
ing it  on  made  distinct  and  separate  from  the 
wprc^ria^ons  necessary  for  the  general  service 
of  the  Kavy,  This  was  due  to  we  coontty,  for 
there  had  been  upwards  of  $700,000  already 
e]q>ended,  and  the  only  result  was  tiiat  there 
was  DO  longer  an  Exploring  Squadnm  in  exist- 
ence, and  the  quesUon  was,  abonld  they  order 
a  new  one  to  be  fitted  out  I  He  thought  no^ 
especially  in  the  present  embarrassed  condition 
of  the  Treasury,  and  be  also  donhted  whether, 
in  Uie  present  state  of  feeling  towards  the 
scheme,  twth  throughout  the  country  and  in 
the  navy,  any  of  those  great  results  anticipated 
by  its  friends  would  be  produced. 

He  also  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  Uentenant  Wilkes,  not  from  his  want 
of  skill  or  experience,  but  from  his  being  a 
junior  offloer,  tlw  effisot  of  which  would  in- 
crease the  present  dissatisfiastira,  and  lead  to 
dissensions. 

Mr.  Wni  sngnsted  to  some  one  in  favor  of  the 
expe^tion,  forne  would  not  move  it  himself, 
to  move  the  insertion  of  a  provision  in  the  bill, 
as  the  House  had  determined  upon  the  continn- 
ance  ct  the  expedition,  limiting  the  time  within 
which  it  shall  soil.  Fix  any  reasonable  time, 
say  three  months,  or  aij  or  twelve,  or  two 
years,  or  even  three ;  but  in  the  name  of  sense, 
in  the  name  of  economy,  he  did  hope  the  Hoase 
would  limit  the  period, 

Mr.  Mallobt  then  moved — 

"Provided,  That,  in  officering  (he  exploring 
squadron,  for  wbich  appropriations  are  heron'  made, 
the  lav  of  tbe  25th  or  Febroaiy,  1799,  be  not  rio- 
lated  in  any  of  Its  provWons." 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
The  bill  oidered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to* 
morrov. 
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Wkdnesdat,  April  11. 
BelatioM  teith  Mexico,  , 

Mr.  Walker  called  the  attention  of  the 
ch^nnan  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Bela- 
tions  (Mr.  Bdohj^ak)  to  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico.  It  woald  be  recollected,  he 
that  tiiis  anMwt  was  reoomiaeDded  to  the 
coniideration  lA  the  Senate  by  a  special  Mes- 
sage from  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States 
on  the  7th  <rf  Felnnary,  1887. 

This  Message  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee 
on  Foreign  Relatiooa ;  and  on  the  18th  Febmary 
f[>llowkig,  Mr.  BuotaAVAir,  the  ohainnan  of  that 
onnmittoe,  Tep(«ted  the  fidlowing  res<dntion : 

Rttdved,  That  the  Senate  concor  in  opinion  wifli 
the  Fremdent  of  the  United  States,  that  another  de- 
tnand  ought  to  be  made  for  the  redrcaa  of  oor  grier- 
anoea  mm  the  Hexican  QoTemment ;  the  mode  and 
manner  of  which,  under  the  &4th  article  of  the 
treaty,  so  far  as  it  may  be  ^>plicable,  are  properiy 
eoaMed  to  bia  discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from 
the  Justice  of  oor  claims,  that  this  demand  will  result 
hi  needy  redcev ;  but  should  they  be  disappointed 
i^  wis  reasonable  expectation,  a  state  of  things  Till 
Aen  have  recurred  which  will  make  it  the  impermtive 
duty  of  Coi^resa  promptlj  to  eonmder  what  further 
measures  may  be  required  by  the  houOT  of  the  na- 
tion and  the  rights  of  our  iDjured  fellow-dtizens. 

On  the  S7th  of  Febroary,  1887,  this  resolo- 
tion  was  nnanimonaly  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
Now  we  all  know  tb&t  this  demand  has  been 
wain  made,  and  that  it  has  been  inefifectnal ; 
that  new  insnlts  and  injuries  have  been  snper- 
added  by  Mexico  ainoe  this  period ;  that  her 
departing  Minister  had  grofnly  insulted  this 
QoTemment  and  ooontry,  and  hia  conduct  had 
been  qmroved  by  Hexioo ;  that  her  Secretary 

fw&fO.  Afiirs  hed  reoent^  pnl^ahed  «  re- 
port most  insulting  to  onr  national  honor  •  and 
to  dose  the  long  list  of  Mexican  oatrages,  her 
vessels  of  war  had  recently,  in  onr  own  seas, 
fired  npon  an  American  steamboat,  carrying 
the  American  fiag,  and  prosecuting  a  lawfm 
commerce  with  a  neighhoring  and  friendly 
power.  This  vessel  had  not  only  been  fired 
npon  and  an  attempt  made  to  capture  her,  but 
the  baUa  had  been  fired  through  the  American 
flag,  as  If  in  deriuon  of  the  idea  that  this  fiag 
cmstitnted  any  protection  against  Mexican  out- 
rages. The  flag  of  our  country  had  ceased  ^en 
to  oe  any  ppoteotion  to  the  American  citizen, 
in  oar  own  veaaela,  and  npon  our  own  aeaa,  as 
indeed  the  name  of  an  American  hod  long 
ceased  to  protect  our  eitisena  within  ^e  limita 
of  Mexico.  Not  only  liad  it  ceased  to  be  any 
protection  there,  but  it  constituted  an  invitation 
to  insult,  imprisonment,  and  spoliations.  More 
than  a  year  Lad  elapsed  since  die  adoption  of 
the  resolution  above  referred  to.  No  redress 
.  has  been,  it  is  clear,  none  will  be,  granted  by 
Hexioo ;  but  every  day's  delay  on  oor  part  on- 
ly witnesses  new  outrages  and  new  insults. 
Four  months  and  upwards  had  now  cU^sed 
since  the  commencement  of  tiUa  aeaufai,  uod  no 


C26as  Com 

report  had  been  made  by  the  Committee  tn 
Foreign  Relations,  and  no  intiBoatioa  ^rea 
when,  if  ever,  any  report  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  Bdohanam  (chairman  of  the  Commtttea 
on  Foreign  Rdations)  said  that  be  had  no  ob- 
jections whatever  to  answer  the  interrx^woy 
OTopoonded  1^  the  Senate  from  Mis^aspn. 
The  Senatw  lud  given  day  and  date^  and  or- 
cnmstanoe,  and  all  oonneoted  wilii  the  tesob- 
tlon  which  the  committee  had  i<e|»orted  at  tha 
last  regular  aes^on  of  Congress  on  the  snliject 
of  onr  claims  agfdnst  Mexico,  evidently  for  Am 
itarpoee  of  ahowing  that  onr  ptee^it  apparest 
listiessnesB  was  inocmMstent  with  onr  former 
energy.  This  was  not  the  case.  There  was  no 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to 
make  a  report  on  this  snltject  whenever  it 
might  be  pro^. 

The  committee  had  held  a  amnber  of  in- 
formal consnltations  on  the  subject,  and  bad 
come  to  the  conolosion  that  it  was  propw  to 
await  ^e  aotiMi  ot  the  Hoose  of  Bepresenta-  * 
tives.  The  next  step  we  take,  Mud  Mr.  B.,  ia 
regard  to  Mexico,  must  be  aimie  measure  that 
may  directiy  lead  to  war,  or  war  itself;  becaasa 
he  thought  every  honorable  means  of  condlifr- 
tion  had  been  exhausted.  Now,  where  oo^ 
such  a  measure  to  be  introdnced  ?  We  han^ 
said  he,  examined  the  pnblio  archives,  and  find 
that  from  the  orijpn  of  the  Government  to  the 
present  day,  no  such  measure  has  originated  in 
the  Senate.  Coerdve  meaaorea  had  alwiqrs 
originated  with  the  immediate  r^reamtativea 
of  the  people. 

He  had  made  it  hu  buuness  to  inqiore  of  the 
chairrnaa  of  the  Oommittee  on  For»ga  "SjSo^ 
tions,  of  the  House,  and  had  been  infmned  1^ 
that  gentleman,  that  the  eomndttee  had  thaa 
the  nibject  under  th^  most  seriona  oonaidert- 
tion,  and  might  be  expected  to  eome  to  soaw 
ecmeloriou  upon  it  within  a  few  days.  Undat 
these  drcumstances,  the  committee  of  the  Sea- 
ate  were  of  opinion  that  they  ought,  at  the  raj 
least,  to  wi^t  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  pmpoee 
of  affording  the  popular  branch  of  the  L^gula- 
ture  an  opportunity  of  rapressin^^  their  (^MniuL 

Mr.  Cult,  of  Eentncky,  felt  it  due  to  him- 
self, 09  a  member  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreiga 
Belations,  and  due  to  the  Senate  and  to  me 
country,  to  say,  that  while  there  was  atroag 
ground  of  complaint  against  Mexico,  if  we 
looked  to  the  cMreepondenoe  that  had  tdEcn 
place  on  this  subject,  we  would  find  that  oc 
onr  part  there  was  much  eanae  for  deep  and 
serimis  regret  What  were  the  fiaeta  n  the 
oasef  A  Mr.  Gremhow,  aderk  in  one  cf  the 
iml^  offioea.  was  deqiatohed  to  Hexioo  with  a 
large  mass  of  documents,  oontuning  the  cl&lms 
of  our  citizens,  which  were  to  be  exammed  and 
reported  on  within  ten  days,  or  Mr.  Greanhow 
was  to  return.  Now  those  at  all  aoqnunted 
with  the  manner  of  doing  business  in  the  public 
offices,  must  know  that  it  would  have  been  im- 
posdble  to  have  oareftally  examined  them  in  so 
many  weeks,  llie  Minister  for  Foreign  Affiun 
of  Mexico  proceeded  to  take  np  these  doca- 
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meats,  and  examine  them  one  hj  one,  admitting 
the  jasUce  of  some,  and  rejecting  others ;  ana 
while  these  matters  were  still  in  progress,  sad- 
denly  the  whole  sutyect  is  thrown  apon  Oon- 
gress,  the  President  telliDg  that  body  he  had 
no  fbrther  negotiations  to  make  with  Mexico. 

Whenever  a  clear  oase  was  made  oat,  he  (Mr. 
O.)  was  ready  to  enforce  on  Mexico  what  was 
dae  to  law  and  Jostioe.  While  he  would  so 
thus  fiir,  he  ooald  not  help  saying,  and  all  who 
looked  to  the  oorresponoenoe  must  adnUt  tlie 
tnith,  that  the  want  of  dignity  and  the  want 
of  temper  that  had  been  manifested  by  persotft 
connected  with  the  Government  in  remion  to 
this  whole  matter,  was  creatly  to  be  deplored. 

Mr.  BnoRAirA.N  said  that  onr  complaints 
sffiunst  Mexico  were  of  a  twofold  character. 

Government  of  that  country  had  not  only 
refused  to  pay  the  Jnst  claims  of  our  ii^ared 
citizens,  bnt,  in  several  instances,  had  assailed 
,  onr  nanmial  honor  and  insnlted  our  national 
flag.  For  assaults  and  injuries  of  this  de- 
scription, pecuniary  redress  had  never  been 
demanded,  and  oonld  never  be  accepted.  No 
Boltable  explanation  of  these  insults  had 
ever  been  ^ven,  and  no  satisfitotton  had  ever 
been  rendered,  ^though  often  demanded.  The 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  not 
touched  this  part  of  the  case.  A  gross  insult 
had  recently  been  offered  to  the  American  flag, 
of  a  character  requiring  the  most  prompt  and 
effectual  redress,  if  we  were  to  credit  the  state- 
ments published  in  the  Kew  Orleans  papers 
which  had  lately  reached  this  city.  It  appeared 
that  a  steamboat,  under  the  American  flag,  pur- 
suing her  lawful  commerce  in  our  own  seaa,  had 
been  repeatedly  fired  upon  and  brought  to  by 
two  Mexican  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Wauebb  gave  notice  that,  if  no  report 
were  made,  in  regard  to  our  relations  with 
Uexioo,  within  a  short  period,  Mther  in  the 
SeoatB  the  House  of  B^maentatives,  he 
would  move  a  resolntion  to  teat  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  suljeot 


TmresDAT,  April  12. 
Graduation  ^  th«  Price  fifths  PuHie  ZamU. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bin  to  provide  for  the  graduation  and  reduction 
of  the  price  of  tiie  public  lands. 

Mr.  HtTBBiiKD  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing :  And  all  lands  which  shall  have  been  so 
o^red  for  fifteen  years,  shall  be  subject  to  en- 
try at  one  dollar  per  acre  ft>r  the  qiaee  of  twelve 
months ;  and  after  that  time,  the  aame  shall  be 
ml^ect  to  entry  at  seventy-five  oents  per  acre, 
fin>  the  Bpaoe  twelve  months,  and  uter  that 
time  the  same  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  fifty 
cents  per  acre.  The  effect  of  whloh  is  to  leave 
the  mmimom  at  one  dollar  per  acre  for  the 
space  of  one  year  for  lands  which  shall  have 
been  ia  the  market  ten  years  prior  to  the  80th 
Septeml)er,  18Sd ;  and  after  that  time  the  mini* 
mum  is  to  be  7ff  oents  per  acre. 


Mr.  TiFTOir  hoped  the  ammdment  would  not 
pravaiL  If  it  did,  he  should  care  very  littie 
about  the  bill,  as  the  State  in  which  he  lived 
was  interested  in  the  provinon  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out  more  than  any  other. 

Mr.  HuBBABD  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  that  the  provision  which  he  wished  to 
have  stricken  out,  would  have  no  operative  ef- 
fect for  two  years. 

Mr.  HuBBASD*s  motion  was  agreed  to. 

^e  qnestion  recurring  on  the  engrosnnent 
of  the  bdl,  Messrs.  Walkbb  and  Bertok  sever- 
ally addressed  the  Senate  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  Tipton  ofiSared  an  amendment,  proviAng 
that  no  person  shall  enter  more  than  (me  auai> 
ter  section  of  land  under  the  provisions  of^this 

bill. 

Mr.  Walksb  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  "  one  quarter  section," 
and  inserting  "  one  section ;    by  inserting  as 

follows : 

Provided  oZm,  That  no  one  shsU  be  prohibited  from 
entering  snyqusuttty,  u  heretofore,  of  lands  embraced 
in  this  act,  at  the  price  of  one  doUsr  and  a  qonter 

per  acre." 

The  amendment  as  amended,  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative— yeas  28,  nays  14. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  otgrossed  for  a 
third  reading— 

TsiB.— Uessra.  Alien,  Benton,  Qsf  of  Alsbania, 
Fulton,  Orandy,  Hubbard,  Kinig,  I^u,  Lumpkin, 
Lytm,  Nidioiss,  Niles,  Norvell,  BobiosoQ,  fierier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Tipton,  Trotter,  Walker,  White, 
and  TooDg — 21. 

Nats. — Ifeasrs.  Bucbsoan,  Clay  of  Kenbujiy, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Daria,  HcKesn,  Henidc,  Pren- 
tiss, Preston,  Kves,  Roane,  Bobbins,  Sndth  of  Oou* 
nectlcut,  Swift,  Wall,  and  WUliams— le. 


HOUaS  OF  REFBESKNTATXTES. 

FstOAT,  April  18. 
TVwMify  JVMsa. 
Mr.  Caubbelexo,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  suppleroentaiy 
to  the  act  anthoriziog  the  Issning  ot  tntmrj 
notes. 

He  stated,  fbr  the  information  of  the  House^ 
that  almost  the  whole  revenue  was  nnaviUahle^ 

as  it  was  now  paid  in  the  Treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  act  of  October  last.  As  the 
appropriation  bills  created  at  this  time  heavy 
drafts  upon  the  Treasury,  it  was  obviously 
necessary  to  authorize  the  Secretarr  to  replace 
the  notes  so  paid  in  and  cancelled,  by  others  to 
an  equal  amount. 

IN  BKNATB. 
FmoAT,  April  18. 
Public  Lands. 
The  bill  providing  for  the  reduction  and  grad- 
uation of  the  price  of  the  pnblie  lands,  was 
read  tiie  third  timew 
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Pnltelim  to  Indiam,  mi  a  Ddegate  to  Omgrm. 


Mr.  Calhottn  said,  as  the  hill  was  now  on  ita 
passage,  he  was  dearons  of  stating,  in  a  few 
words,  the  reasons  which  woold  govern  him. 

The  bill  was  certainly  liable  bnt  to  little  ob- 
jection as  to  the  details ;  bat  he  oonld  not  ffive 
It  bis  sapport.  He  felt  satiified  that  we  nad 
arrived  at  the  period,  when  cme  of  two  oonrses 
of  policy  ought  to  be  pnraaed  in  relation  to 
the  pnblic  Ian  da— either  to  adhere  rigidljr  to 
the  laws,  AS  they  now  stand,  withont  muiag 
any  nutwlal  change,  or  to  make  a  oesrion  of 
them  to  ^e  new  States  within  whose  limits 
they  are  respectively  situated,  on  terms  matn- 
ally  Batis&otoiy.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  that 
the  extent  of  interests  involved  in  the  pablio 
domain  la  too  great,  and  the  parties  interested 
too  powerful  and  influential,  to  permit  the  laws 
which  regulate  and  diq>0Be  of  the  pnblic  lands 
to  be  the  subject  of  frequent  changes.  Numer- 
ous and  popiuoas  as  those  States  have  now  be- 
come, (at  which  he  rejoiced,)  it  was  itnposdble 
to  prevent  this  mighty  stake  from  being  thrown 
$nto  the  party  struggles  of  the  day,  and  from 
liaviDg  a  most  penuuons  effect  on  oar  politics, 
■o  long  as  they  are  under  oar  control,  unle9s  we 
ahoald  abstain  altogether  from  tonching  them, 
which  he  fbnnd  was  impossible. 

It  was  well  known  that,  under  this  impres- 
sion, be  was  in  favor  of  ceding  them  to  the 
States,  as  the  only  practicable  remedy  against 
the  he  apprehended,  and  that  under  it  he 
had  introdnoed  a  bill  to  cede  tbem.  He  hoped 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  would  call 
up  the  bill  at  an  early  day.  He  was  prepared 
to  give  it  bis  best  aid ;  and  be  did  hope  it 
would  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  shonld  feel  it  to  be  Lis  duty 
to  vote  agunst  all  measures  whidi  provided  for 
any  material  ohange  in  the  land  lava^  as  they 
now  stood. 


H0U8B  OT  RBPRXSXHTATZVXS. 

2foirDAT,  April  16. 
Texoi, 

Mr.  Bbiblds  presented  the  following  joint 
preamble  and  rewduticms  of  tbe  Lqg^tmre  of 
Tennessee: 

Whereas  we  have  been  unions  and  attentive  ob- 
servers of  the  progreaa  of  events  in  Texas,  and  have 
not  been  nnmoved  spectators  of  her  late  gallant  and 
slorioiiB  struggle  for  freedom,  and  have  aeen  that 
freedom  Achieved  hr  those  near  and  dear  to  us  by 
the  tiss  of  kindred  and  oommon  ancestry;  and 
whereas  we  have  seen,  by  a  vote  of  the  people  of 
that  RepuUlc,  on  anxious  desire  manifested  to  be- 
come titizens  of  these  United  States ;  and  whereas 
we  believe  that  the  gallant  and  chivalrous  bravery 
ot  Xexaus  in  their  struggle  for  liberty  and  free  Oov- 
emment,  is  an  assurance  of  their  worth,  and  snffl- 
<dent  evidence  of  their  qaaliflcstion,  to  entitle  tttem 
to  brotherhood  and  citizensliip  with  us ;  and  whereas, 
also,  we  believe  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
tiiiese  United  States  is  a  consammation  devoutiy  to 
be  wished,  and  an  end  worthy  ©ur  best  exertions  to 
attain,  if  it  can  be  done  without  an  infraction  of  the 


law  of  nations,  or  a  depaitoie  ft«n  Oe  poi^  « 
princi|des  of  this  Govmunent : 

Now,  tfaeref<«e.  Jtaaolv^d  iy  tJu  Otmeml  AmmU/ 
of  tfu  StaU  of  Tntmnee,  That  we  derire  noMan- 
ioualy  that  Texas  be  aoqoired  by  these  United  Stats; 
and, 

JtMoivedt  Tliat  our  Senators  and  BepresenlitiTCi 
in  Congress  be  informed  of  oar  deidre  to  scqnire  the 
territory  of  Texas,  and  to  annex  it  to  the  Unted 
States  by  treaty  or  purchase,  and  at  such  tins  ss 
they  may  deem  most  expedient 

Retolved,  That  a  copy  of  tliia  preamble  and  tbcai 
resolutions  be  formuded  by  tbe  Goremor  cf  tUs 
State  to  our  Senators  and  Reimeentativea  in  Cm- 
gress,  with  a  request  that  tiiey  iotoodoee  tbsn  to  tfae 
conodoration  of  both  branches  of  Congre«. 

JOHN  coco; 

Spteker  of      Hotm  JttpruttUaiivea. 

PERKT  H.  CAHAL, 
Bpoakir  of  tin  B*nate. 

Faased  Jan.  90, 1888. 


FB1D1.T,  April  27. 

S^Uotu  iBitkMixieo. 

Tbe  fidlowing  Ifessage  fnmi  tbe  Frendsat 
of  the  Uidted  Statei^  reotived  yesterday,  was 
taken  up: 

7h  the  ffotm  of  ReorttenMweM  of  iJte  Umtad  Statrt : 
In  partial  compliance  with  the  reatdotkm  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  Slst  uK  cailiDf  for 
Anther  information  on  the  relations  betrees  tbe 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  RepubBc,  I  transmit 
a  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State,  to  ^ora  tbe 
resuution  was  referred. 

(Signed)      H.  YAS  BUBXK. 

WAsmNaios,  idtk  April,  18S8. 

[The  Message  was  accompanied  by  a  rqxrt 
from  tiie  Secretary  of  State,  and  a  mass  oStar- 
respondence.  The  report  set  forth  the  reasou 
why  the  whole  had  not  been  sent  in,  snbstan- 
tially  that  all  that  was  most  material  was  ^ 
nished ;  that  the  whole  was  Tei7  TolmniBoos, 
and  had  been  received  at  so  late  a  period  dut 
there  has  been  inmffident  tame  far  traaab- 
tion,  ^00.] 

Oa  moUoQ  of  lb.  Howabd,  tiie  whole  ma 
Te&rred  to  the  Conmiittee  on  Fore^  Affiin 


IK  SEZTATE. 

Fsmi.T,  April  27. 
Pr^eeUon  U  ItuUaiu^  and  a  SOegaU  te  ^ 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Wbitb,  the  bOl  to  provide 
for  the  securitT'  and  protection  of  tbe  emignDt 
and  otfier  Indians  west  of  the  States  of  IGmotm 
and  Arkansas,  was  taken  up. 

Hr.  KosvEU,  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
(the  8th  section)  which  provides  for  aDowing 
the  confederated  tribes  to  elect  a  delegate  to 
represent  them  at  the  seat  of  Government  da^ 
ing  the  sessions  of  Oongress ;  and  he  objected 
particularly  to  tbe  reasons  assigned  in  the  pre- 
amble to  that  section  for  allowing  tbem  to  elect 
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a  delwste,  as  the  same  moment  might  be  used 
liereaner  ia  favor  of  a  negro  delegate.  He 
new  tvUdied  to  aee  the  day  in  this  oonntry  in 
vUeh  sn  Indlaa  or  a  negro  vodM  have  a  aeat 
<m  the  floor  of  ^thw  Hooie  of  Oongren 

Mr.  Lnrs  Bud  the  gentlemaa  fVoin  Michigan 
was  mistaken  in  sappodng  that  it  was  intended 
that  the  Indian  delegate  should  have  a  seat  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
delegate  was  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment durieg  the  sesuons  of  Congress,  to  attend 
to  the  affairs  of  his  people  generally,  and  to 
give  such  information  to  Congress  as  woold 
raable  it  to  be  better  ooqnainted  with  thmr  con- 
dition, and  to  legulate  wi^  more  certfunty  and 
effect  with  regard  to  them.  One  of  the  objects 
of  tiie  bill  was  to  elevate  the  Indian  character, 
and  to  give  thera  respect  for,  and  confidence  io, 
themselves;  and  the  most  effectoal  way  of 
doing  so  voold  he  to  give  them  the  incentive 
of  honorable  office ;  and  the  committee  thought 
-  it  important  that  socb  incentives  should  be  held 
out  to  the  ambitious  and  enterprising  of  this 
peofde,  instead  of  the  ambition  they  now  have 
to  become  warlike  chiefs.  The  bill  was,  in  his 
(pinion,  the  most  effectual  measure  that  could 
b«  devised  for  the  security  of  the  States  of  Mis- 
aoari  and  Arkansas,  ou  the  borders  of  which 
each  numbers  qf  these  Indians  had  been  thrown, 
and  also  the  only  feasible  plan  of  saving  these 
inif<»>tunates  from  atter  destruction.  They  had 
been  crowded  back  by  the  white  population 
until  they  could  go  no  further  west,  and  now 
was  the  accepted  time  for  the  philanthropist  to 
ttep-  forward  and  preserve  them. 

Mr.  LtncpKiN  ui^ed  the  Soiate  to  proceed  at 
once  to  the  connderation  of  the  measure,  which 
h«  looked  npon  to  be  the  best  that  could  be 
devised,  not  only  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
but  of  the  Indians  themselves,  and  as  emlnentiy 
calculated  to  elevate  and  imp^ve  their  oondi- 
tion.  The  objects  embraced  in  this  bill  were 
not  new.  The  subject  had  been  before  Con- 
gress from  the  days  of  General  Washington  to 
the  present  time;  and  by  a  reference  to  the 

Subhc  documents  it  would  be  seen  that  Hr. 
efferson,  and  all  of  his  saocessors,  had  viewed 
it  as  worthy  of  the  most  favorable  oonndera- 
tioo  of  Congress.  He  adverted  to  the  two  able 
reports  mam  on  Hie  subject  by  Mr.  Mouroe  and 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  said  that  the  sul^ect  had 
.  MM  diaooased  nntil  it  would  seem  that  it  was 
not  only  familiar  to  every  member  of  Congress, 
bot  to  the  whole  reading  portion  of  the  com- 
monity.  If  this,  he  sud,  were  not  enough,  the 
information  presented  during  this  session,  and 
the  able  speech  of  the  hononibl*  Senator  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Tiptoh,)  bo  replete  with  informa- 
tion and  det^  would  be  saffioient  to  call  the 
^pedal  attention  of  evoty  Senator  to  tiie  sub- 
lb.  KoBVKLL  modified  his  amendment  by 
fltriking  ont  tiie  {vovisiim  for  a  del^jote  of  In- 
dian deseent  to  raiide  at  the  seat  of  govern- 


[Mat,  1888.  . 

ment  during  the  sessions  <tf  Congress,  and  to 
insert  agent  instead. 

The  i^ect  was  to  allow  the  tribea  an  "  agen^" 
instead  of  a  "  delegate,"  as  in  the  bill,  and  to 
leave  the  oompensotlcm  to  be  settled  hereafter. 

Hr.  Whrk  said  tbat^  provided  he  conld  get 
the  benefit  of  having  on  i^nt  to  be  sent  hero 
by  this  confederation,  he  did  not  care  abont  the 
name  that  was  to  be  fpwa  him. 

Mr.  NosTXLL*8  ameDdment  was  nijeeted. 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Allen,  Beaton,  Brown,  Biudianan, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Hubbard,  King,  Horria, 
Nile*,  NorreU,  Fierce,  ^th  of  Connecticut,  Trotter, 
Wright,  and  Toun(^10. 

Nats. — Hcssn.  Clay  of  Eentodrf,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Cntbbert,  Davis,  Fulton,  tinn,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Monton,  Iflcbotas,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Rugides,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Spenoe,  Swift  Tlpton/White,  and  WilHanw  84. 


Monday,  April  dO. 
I*r»t*^um  to  Indiaru. 
Hie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bUl  to  provide  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indians  west  of  the 
States  of  Sfissourl  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Tub.— Ueaprs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Ken- 
tucky, Clafton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Davfs,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King,  Knigfat,  uon,  Lumpkin, 
Lyon,  Uerrit^,  Horria,  Mouton,  Micfaotaa,  Pierce, 
Preston,  Rives,  Rotne,  RofaUna,  Rotdnson,  Sevier, 
Suiith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Sontfuoid, 
^>ence.  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  Trotter,  WaU, 
White,  Witliams,  Wri^t,  and  Tonw— S8. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  oown,  Calhoon, 
miee,  and  Norveli— 6. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBBSEirrATIVB& 

TuBDAT,  May  1. 

Mr.  OAHBBiunro  presented  the  foUowing 
commnnioatlon  from  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury: 

Triasiibt  DiPAnmirr,  April  80, 1838. 
I  transmit  for  the  iafommdon  ot  the  Committee 
of  Wajs  and  Means,  the  endosed  statement,  maiked 
A,  showing  the  condition  of  the  l^easory  on  this 
day,  as  to  fta  availaUe  resources. 

I  remain,  very  re^wctftany. 

Your  obedient  serrant,  

LEVI  WOODBUBT, 
Seeretary  of  die  Treasnty. 

The  Bon.  0.  C  Caxbulbro, 
a  C.  WhjB  and  lleaD^  House  of  Bqt's. 

A 

Amount  of  Ttmmay  Notes  Issued  op  to  April  28tfa, 
indndve,  per  Treasurer's  state- 
ment  |g,4S8,9fi9  81 

wm  pmbsfaly  be  Imed  80th  April       186,000  00 


»,6ii8,ea9  81 

$10,000,000  00 
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.  Notinaedon  tbelaeof  lUy,  *S8, 

about  $441,040  6» 

Treanury  Notes  received  for  duties,  laiida,  and  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  tbe  United  States,  per 
returns  reoeived  at  this  office  up  to  the  SOtb  April, 
*38,  about        ....    16,160,000  00 

Other  fiinds  arailable  and  subject  to  draft,  (deduct- 
ing $400,000  in  the  Hint,  and  $690,000  Treasury 
flmdB,)  about  (less  than)   -      ■      $600,000  00 


Thubsdat,  May  8. 

Memage  from  the  Prendent — 2%$  Mexican  Brig 
of  War  Iturbida,  and  an  American  Steamboat. 

The  Speaebb  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Uessage  from  the  Prendent : 

J^ihc  BoHMof  RtpnmUaivMtoftke  UniUdSMm: 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  War,  transmitted 
by  me  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  oompli- 
ance  with  their  resplution  of  the  16th  ult.  rejecting 
an  attack  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  a  lle^can 
armed  ressel  up<m  an  American  etean^boat,  bavitig 
stated  that  no  information  on  the  subject  had  at  that 
time  reached  the  Department,  I  now  transmit  another 
report  from  the  same  officer,  comtnunlcating  a  copy 
of  a  note  from  the  Hexican  Uinister,  irith  an  accom- 
panying document,  in  reference  to  the  act  alluded  to, 
vUdi  haTe  been  teoeired  at  the  Department  since 
tiw  date  of  the  ibnuer  r^orL 

U.  VAN  BUBEN. 

WABHUrOTON,  3<2  J/iiy,  1S3S. 

The  following  ore  the  papers  transmitted : 

Mr.  Mar^maie  Mr.  Fweglh. 

Kexicak  Lkoatiok. 
Kew  Orleans,  April  20, 18S8. 
Sir  :  Whilst  tbe  notices  of  an  insult  pretended  to 
hare  been  committed  agidnst  tbe  flag  of  Uie  United 
States,  in  the  waten  of  Texas,  by  the  Ifezican  brig 
of  war  IturUde,  were  confined  to  the  public  news- 
papers,  and  I  bad  no  docnmenta  by  means  of  which 
1  could  repd  tiiia  calumny,  I  abstained  from  ad- 
dresiUig  yon  on  the  mbject  But  as,  according  to 
the  papws,  the  attention  of  the  honorable  chamber 
of  Senatocs  of  the  Oragnas  tbe  Union  has  been 
directed  towards  the  duivea  {HibUshed  against  Hex- 
ioo,  by  the  paasei^erB  of  the  steambcwt  Cdombia, 
and  I  am  in  poasesBion  of  an  official  statement  from 
the  commander  of  tbe  said  brig  relating  to  the  occni^ 
reooe  with  the  said  boat,  I  have  the  honor  to  aeud 
yon,  sir,  the  annexed  extract  Ann  that  doooment, 
with  the  bme  that  yon  will  sobodt  It  to  the  notice 
bfhIsexcdien<7thePreddent.  Tbe  cqitein  of  the 
Columbia,  and  not  the  efq)tidn  of  the  Iturbide,  as 
will  be  hoe  seen,  proroked  the  attack  to  wbidi  this 
note  refers,  and  the  former  diould,  therefore,  be  re- 
■pon^Ue  for  the  result,  whatever  it  may  be. 

To  the  Commandant  Omeral  of  the  Mexican  tquad- 

ran: 

Bbio  Itttbbide,  under  sail,  in  latitude  £9°  6',  hm- 
gitnde  88°  48',  west  of  Cadiz,  fire  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon     this  day,  UarcA  24,  1888. 
At  the  moment  when  you,  sir,  announced,  by  your 
signals,  that  yon  saw  salts  in  the  third  quarter,  I 
made  out  the  vessd  to  be  a  steamboat,  coming  from 
tbe  north,  and  I  disoorered  that  riie  was  not  tbe  same 
te  wfaiofa  we  bad  giren  chase  this  mtoming,  and  wfaidi 


[26th  Com. 

was  appanaAj  on  her  way  to  Bwaoria,     Ma  bssa 
has  two  ddmneya,  and  tbe  other  ody  odcl  j&naDsa 
as  you  gave  the  signal  for  diase  wiUi  all  qwed,  an! 
irithoat  our  domDg,  (air  ttUtjeeion  &  famaekm,^  I 
endeavored  by  a  press  of  sul  to  cut  her  off| 
south-east,  clearing  away  to  be  ready  for  actum,  an 
taking  the  other  precautions ;  but  on  aenng  iMat 
mu  bearing  dom  on  my  atarboard  bote,  I  ordered  all 
my  men  to  take  thrir  proper  fire  and  cutting  ani^ 
to  be  ready  tox  an  attempt  to  board.   White  we 
were  thus  sdHng  towards  each  other,  as  you  asw, 
our  distance  was  necessarily  becoming  len,  and  see- 
ing tiiat  her  stem  flag  was  that  of  tbe  United  States, 
I  Doisted  mine  with  a  peauiant,  and  fired  a  gun  Mtfr- 
oul  ball.   I  dewed  itp  mg  mainaMl  m  order  ikmt  afte 
thould  Hop  her  engine  forme  teeMenime  Aer/  bmt 
this  was  not  done ;  and  aa,  on  the  eoutws/,  ier 
moMmeittt  tomtrdt  pie  were  very  em^ieioim,  I  wiend 
another  gun  to  t>e  fired,  with  ball,  tu  a  dinduMt  iwry 
wide  ofuu  tleatfAoaty  which  waa  done  aa  a  aotioe  for' 
her  to  stop.   Instead  of  doing  so,  howerer,  die  con- 
tinued on  her  course,  oaif  with  a  view  ef  get^tg 
poet  me  to  the  leeward.  When  I  got  within  speaUog 
distance,  I  htdled  her  three  timea  with  a  trumpet,  ana 
she  did  not  deign  to  give  any  reply  to  alner  caD. 
On  tbe  fiourth  cul,  an  individual  answered,  loedbtf 
me  with  ofttiw,  and  telHng  me  if  Iwamted  to  am  he 
papen,  lahoidd  eeme  on  board  hia  boat.    AB  dis 
was  spoken  without  tiie  speaking  trumfiet ;  and  at 
though  A«  waa  coiled  on  to  atop,  in  order  (hat  his 
papers  and  his  boat  should  be  visited,  he  did  not  ds 
so,  but,  on  the  other  band,  continued  to  inenit  mg 
politietd  indgniabg  ike  groeeeii  obaeenitiea  and  im- 
guage. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings,  I  fired  two 
cannon  and  three  muskets,  not  aimed  at  tie  ibamer, 
for  the  purpose  of  intimidatuig  her,  that  durald 
do  as  required.  She,  however,  took  no  no<aee  oCit, 
but  continued  on  her  way,  letting  off  her  steite, 
which  waa  very  high,  m  near  me,  that  the  ariws  sad 
some  warm  water  fell  on  board  of  my  veescL 
"God  and  Ubertyl" 

On  motion  of  JSr.  Cc&Hixa,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  AfOura. 


TuEBDAT,  Ubj  8. 
Death  <tf  the  Ben,  Joab  Jjsmler. 
Hr.  Lton,  of  Alabama,  addresBod  the  Hoosa: 
Hr.  Srakeb:  I  have  tha  melMtaliolT&i^  to 
peiform  of  amumiMnDg  to  tliiB  Home  aw  death 
of  one  of  its  members. 

Hy  firimd  and  eolleaj^  the  Hon.  Joab  Law- 
utB,  expired  this  morning  at  his  lodgi^  in  tfaia 
city,  after  a  brief  and  painfol  illness,  which  ha 
bore  with  nmuiial  fortitade  and  reaignatka. 

Leas  than  a  we^  a^  and  he  waa  yfmoA  ia 
his  place  in  this  hall,  in  the  performance  ^  his 
part  in  the  laborioas  dnt^  aangoed  by  the  peo- 
ple to  their  representetaTes.  H«  was  yetinths 
prime  of  life,  and  has  been  oat  oflf  in.1lM  iddtf 
of  his  Qseftalneas. 

By  his  death,  his  immediate  ocmstitomtB  mi 
his  State  have  lost  an  attentive,  intelligwt,  and 
faitiiM  rmnaentatiTe ;  his  fSuuil^  have  be« 
deprived  A  a  hnsband  And  fiuber ;  ud  sDflialjr 
has  lost  a  member,  whose  ooodnc^  in  evtsy 
rdation  of  Ufe,  was  worthy  of  all  imifation. 
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The  deoeued  eqjoyed  the  oonfidenoe  and  es- 
teem of  thoM  who  knew  him  well,  to  aa  extent 
which  nothing  hot  a  coarse  <tf  life  the  most 
exemplaiy,  and  a  character  the  most  irre> 
proacAable,  could  have  secured. 

In  his  State  he  had  filled  several  offices  of 
much  importance,  and  nnder  the  Oeaeral  Got- 
emment  be  held  for  several  years  a  trast  of 
great  responsibility.  In  all  bis  official  oondact 
in  the  various  public  statloaa  held  by  him,  he 
acquired  a  high  character  for  intw^ty  and  ca- 
pacity, whldi  DO  act  cf  his  lifia  fonieited  or  im- 
pMred. 

His  e(ndact  as  a  member  ot  this  House  has 
heoL  in  character  with  hia  whole  life.  While 
he  was  firm  and  anwavering  in  the  discharge 
of  what  he  eoundered  his  duty  as  a  Represent-' 
atire,  he  was  mild  and  anobtrusive  in  his  de- 

eirtment,  and  respectful  towards  his  associates, 
e  had  lived  the  life  of  a  Oiristian,  and  died 
wiUtont  apprehension  aa  to  the  future. 

To  testify  our  regret  for  his  loss,  and  req>ect 
for  his  memory,  I  move  the  adoption  oi  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Jteaolvtd,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
Hoose  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Joab  Lawub, 
deceased,  lato  a  member  of  this  Honse  from  the 
State  of  Alabama,  to-morrov,  at  12  o'clock  me- 
ridiaa. 

JUmilwd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  sapeiiDteDding  the  funeral  of  Joas  Li.w- 
LKR,  deceased. 

Rttolved^  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe  memory  of 
JoAB  Lawlkb,  by  wearing  crape  on  their  left  arm 
for  tUrty  dwa. 

Xetalnd,  llat  when  tUs  House  adjooms  to-day, 
it  will  a^joom  to  meet  to-morrow,  at  13  o'clock 
meridian. 

Ordertd,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate 
to  notify  that  body  of  the  death  of  Joab  Lawleb, 
late  a  Representative  fVom  the  State  of 
■nd  that  his  funeral  will  take  place  to^moirow,  at 
12  o'clock,  from  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
■entatives. 

The  resolutions  were  nnanimonsly  agreed  to. 


IK  SENATE. 

TcBSDAT,  May  8. 
Death  of  Sim.  Jodh  Lawhr. 

Kr.  Enra  addressed  the  Senate :  Ur.  Pbssi- 
dknt;  AnotheroftbemembersofthisOongress 
has  passed  from  time  to  eternity.  This  anex- 
pected  event  ia  well  calculated  to  prodaoe  tbe 
■noet  serioos  T^eotions.  "  Be  ye  also  ready,", 
ihoald  be  impressed  apcm  every  heart.  The 
Elon.  JoAB  LawLBB,  a  Bepreeentative  from  the 
$tate  of  Alaluma,  brMthed  his  last  at  his  board- 
ng-boQse  in  this  citf,  about  9  o'clock  tiiis  mom- 
ng.  His  siokness  was  (rf  short  doraticsi ;  but 
fc  life  devoted  to  pietr  and  virtne  enabled  him 
io  look  with  calm  and  ^risltan  rengiurtion  on 
:bo  dread  change  thM  awaited  him. 

Kr.  Lawu»was<tf  hnmUeoitein.  Sa-waa 
ieatitata  ot  Hib  adTaotages  of  a  UbSnl  etbuft- 


tion:  bat  a  vigorons  intellect,  combined  with 
sterling  int^ntyi  early  recommended  him  to 
the  fitvorable  notice  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and 
they  placed  him  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State. 
For  years  he  oontinaed  to  discharge  his  duties 
in  that  situation  in  a  manner  so  creditable  to 
himself^  so  satisfactotr  to  those  he  represented, 
that  they  demanded  his  services  in  a  more  ex- 
alted station.  He  yielded  to  tbeir  wishes,  and 
twice  has  he  been  obosen  to  represent  their 
interests  in  tbe  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  President,  his  mortal  career  has  closed. 
His  country  has  lost  the  services  of  one  of  her 
most  virtnoaa  citixena;  his  bereaved  wifb  an 
affootiwiate'  hn^»nd ;  and  his  orphan  children 
the  foeteriog  care  and  protection  of  an  indulgent 
father.  To  that  desolate,  heart-stricken  ftmily, 
I  wonld  say,  "  monm  not  as  one  withont  hope." 
The  husband — tbe  father — was  a  Christian.  He 
died,  as  the  Christian  dieth,  in  tbe  fbll  hope  of 
a  blessed  immcntality.  Keep,  then,  before  yoor 
eyes  the  purity  and  h<dineB8  of  his  life :  live  as 
he  lived,  and  yon  may  go  to  him ;  to  yon  he 
con  never  return. 

Mr.  K.  then  submitted  tbe  following  resoln- 
tion,  which  was  nnanimously  adopted : 

Setohtd,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  ftineral 
of  tbe  honorable  Joab  Lawlkr,  deceased,  which 
will  uke  place  from  tbe  Hall  of  tbe  Honsa  of 
Representatives ;  and,  aa  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  tbe  memory  of  tbs  deeassed,  tbe  mem- 
bers of  that  body  will  go  into  tlu  usual  mourning, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 


H0TT8S  OF  RKFBESENTATIVBB. 

Thubsdat,  May  10. 

Mmage/rom  tAePretident — Iheentv-eigAt  MU- 
luma  in  Dqtotit  vith  JBanity  and  tyUen  MU' 
lions  dus/rom  IndixiduaU,  and  the  Treatury 
in  Danger  of  Stopping  Payment. 

The  fullowhig  Message  was  reodved  from  the 
Preddent: 

7b  the  Senate  and  Hovee  of  Repretentt^vte  : 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  a 
statement  prepared  bv  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Trees* 
ury,  by  which  it  appears  that  tbe  U^ted  States 
with  over  twenty-eight  mlllioos  la  depodt  with 
the  States,  and  over  fifteen  millions  due  from  biU> 
viduals  and  banks,  are,  from  the  situation  in  which 
those  funds  are  [daced,  in  immediate  danger  of  be- 
ing rendered  unable  to  disobaige,  with  good  Adth 
and  promptitude,  the  various  pecuniary  obligationa 
of  the  Government. 

The  occurrence  of  this  result  has  for  some  time 
been  apprehended,  and  efforts  made  to  avert  It. 
As  the  prindpal  ^fficulty  arises  from  a  proUMtloa 
in  the  present  law  to  reissoe  such  Treasury  notes  as 
might  be  paJd  In  before  they  &11  due,  and  may  be 
effectually  obviated  by  riviu  the  Treaawy  during 
the  whole  year  the  benolt  of  the  frU  amount  orig- 
hully  antborixed;  the  remedy  woidd  seem  to  be 
obvious  and  easy. 

The  serious  embansssments  likely  to  arise  from 
a  kmger  contbiaanee  of  the  present  state  of  tUnn 
bidiiosa  ne  respeetftiDy  to  hivtta  the  earliest  aettoa 
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of  CongreH  to  the  nUeet  whkb  may  be  eonnMent 
to  a  due  regard  for  other  puUlc  iDtereati. 

M.  TAN  BUREN. 

Mr.  OAMBBBiJKNa  remarked,  that  two  or  three 
days  ago,  he  made  a  moUon  on  the  sabject  re- 
ferred to  in  these  docaments,  bat  which  failed 
from  its  requiring  a  raii^jority  of  two-thirds.  He 
should  not,  at  this  moment,  renew  the  motion, 
bat  he  gave  notioe  that  he  should  do  so  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  unless  the  privileged  ques- 
tion (the  dnelling  report)  was  sooner  disposed 
of.  He  then  moved  to  refer  the  foreg(nng  papers 
to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  they  be  printed ;  agreed  to. 


FsiDAT,  May  11. 
TreMurj/  2foU$. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAHBBxuara^  tiie  oommit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act 
approved  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
hondred  and  thirty-seven,  "to  authorize  the 
lasning  of  Treasury  notes." 

Mr.  Cakbrelbho  congratolated  the  oommit- 
tee on  the  resamptlon  of  its  labors  after  so  long 
an  iatervaL  The  delay  was  unfortunate.  It 
had  been  not  only  embarrassing  to  the  Treasary, 
bat  highly  injorions  to  the  pnblio  creditors,  and 
to  all  in  any  manner  connected  with  the  pnblio 
service.  It  is  an  extraordinary  occarrenoe,  that 
ft  Government,  whose  aotnal  resooreei,  in  pro- 
pwtion  to  its  annual  receipts  and  ezpenditnres, 
were  more  ample  than  those  of  any  other  Gov- 
awnentL  should,  by  mere  dela^  in  legiriation, 
be  unable  to  disonarge  its  obligations  for  cur- 
rent eipenditores. 

All  that  the  Treasury  requires  is  the  full  ben- 
efit of  the  act  of  the  12th  October,  as  is  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  under  consideration.  That 
act  authorized  an  issue  of  ten  millions  of  Treas- 
ury notes,  redeemable  in  twelve  months  from 
the  date  when  issned,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  Government  to  collect,  in  the  mean 
time,  an  equal  amouut  whidii  was  receivable  in 
1838  from  our  banks  and  merchants.  Had  these 
Treamry  notes  been  redeemed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  twelve  montha,  that  ia,  between  Oc- 
tober 1888,  and  June  1889,  the  Tl-eaaary  would 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  its  engagements 
without  any  other  financial  measure. 

We  have  heud  much  here  and  elsewhere 
about  a  baokrapt  Treasury,  loans  and  a  public 
debt.  Bach  statements  and  anticipations  are 
without  foundation.  Were  it  otherwise,  I  trust 
the  bankruptcy  of  our  Treasury,  and  the  pros- 
pect of  a  public  debt,  would  not  be  subjects  of 
rejoicing.  The  country  was  in  the  midst  of  a 
commercial  revulsion,  and  Congresa  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  exercUing  all  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  through  its  miancial  measures, 
to  relieve  trade  as  tar  as  it  was  in«cticabl& 
"SbsM  was  no  bankruptcy  of  the  Treasory.  The 
reaooroes  of  the  Ooveniment  wwre  ample,  bnt 
the  paUio  creditors  were  nnable  to  meet  their 


£a6iH  Com. 

engagements.  We  had  extmded  Uie  credit  ta 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  one,  two,  wU 
tiiree  years,  and  were  about  to  postpome  da 
payment  of  onr  cnatom-hoase  bonds  to  twche 

and  fifteen  months,  and  the  debt  of  the  depodt 
bonks  still  longer.  Thus  twenty  milHous  of 
dollars  of  the  revenue  of  1837t  and  previou 
years,  were  postponed  to  1838,  *S9,  and  ^4a  To 
grant  this  indulgence,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
a  temporary  use  of  our  credit  for  ooe-holf  the 
amount  of  our  existing  resources.  Soch  wai 
the  origin  of  the  Treasory  note  act  of  October. 

The  present  embarrassment  of  the  Treasury 
does  not  arise  from  any  deficiency  of  resource^ 
but  from  the  mode  of  ezeenting  the  act  of  Oc- 
tober. The  rate  of  int«^  on  the  notes  was 
disCTctionary  with  the  Freudent,  not  exoeediug 
^percent  pw  annmn.  Had  he  directed  none 
to  M  isBoed  under  dz  per  oent^  mosiof  them 
would  have  been  taken  np  by  ca{dtiUrt&  «r  i«- 
mltted  abroad,  the  ^easiiry  wontd  have  be« 

Ctected,  uid  no  supplementary  act  voold  have 
n  neoewary.  Bnt  there  exited  a  snroenaioB 
ofspecie  payments,  aderangomoit  of  excnanges, 
and  severe  oommereial  embamssment.  lbs 
immediate  Interest  of  the  Treasury  was  deemed 
subordinate  to  the  general  interests  of  the  coon- 
try.  These  interests  were  consulted  fur- 
nishing the  public  debtors  with  on  addltioDd 
medium  of  payment,  and  different  sections  of 
the  Union  with  facilities  of  ezcbanga  Kearly 
two  millions  were  issued  at  a  Dominal  rate  of 
latere^  nearly  three  at  two  per  oenL,  and  over 
four  millicms  at  five  p^  cent.  Th^  were  ood- 
sequentiy  poJd  into  the  Treasnxx  nine  montba 
before  they  were  due;  and  this  b  the  wiginttf 
its  tmjftxary  onbarrassment. 


WiinntSDAT,  liMy  18. 

Tmuniry  Notet, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OAMBSEUNOt  the  Hottse 
took  op  the  "  bill  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  ap- 
proved tiie  12th  of  October,  1887,  to  antborixe 
the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes,*"  reported  last 
evening,  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HomuK  inqnired  whethw  it  was  In- 
tended by  thto  bin,  that  the  TreasoTy  notes 
issued,  and  ptid  back  into  the  IVeosary,  dioold 
be  cancelled  as  they  came  in  T  And  will  the 
power  to  issue  expire  on  the  81st  <tf  December, 
1888,  as  in  the  act  of  the  ISth  of  October  t 

Mr.  0AMBiutT.KSO  explained  that,  aa  the  bill 
originally  stood,  according  to  his  constnictioa 
of  it,  it  oanried  with  it  all  the  proviaMU  of  that 
act;  bnt  some  doubts  having  been  expreased 
by  varions  gentiemen,  to  obviate  than,  he  had 
extended  the  daose  by  inserting  the  wcrdf^ 
"  snUect  to  all  the  condltioDs,  limitations,  and 
restrictions "  of  that  act  Conseqoeutlj^,  tiiis 
bill  would  rapire  at  the  time  indicated  in  the 
antecedent  one. 

Mr.  Hovnuv  admitted  that  he  had  not  paid 
strict  atteAdon  to  the  amendment  at  the  time 
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it  was  offered.  He  expressed  Us  dissent  from 
the  mode  of  relief  proposed.  Treasnrx  notes 
■were  ol^IectiouiUe,  iwcaase  th«y  were  unpro- 
dnctire,  and  always  vonld  be  depreciated ; 
and  qnoted,  in  proof  of  tliis,  the  testimony  of 
ilr.  Gallatin.  He  adverted  to  the  free  banking 
scheme,  ^hich  was,  as  yet,  an  untried  experi- 
ment, and  stated  his  objections  to  some  of  its 
features.'  In  reference  to  any  mode  of  relief, 
lie  expressed  himself  in  favor  of  a  direct  loan. 

Mr.  "Wise  eaid  it  was  extraordinary  that  the 
financiers  of  the  Government  should  say  that 
they  had  abnndant  means,  and  yet  shunid  be 
compelled  to  use  their  credit  to  raise  money ; 
and  he  made  statements  to  show  that  the  dis- 
tress and  embarrassment  which  had  fiUlen  npon 
the  Goremment  and  the  mer6han^  had  also 
reached  the  mass  of  the  commnnitr,  and  was 
most  oppressive  in  the  vaDej  of  the  liississippi. 
When  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes  was  first  pro- 
pcMed,  the  same  story  of  abundant  means  and 
temporary  expedients  was  held  ont,  and  it  was 
said  that  time  was  wanted  for  the  merehants  to 
pay  their  bonds,  for  the  deposit  banks  to  pay 
what  tliey  owed,  and  the  issno  of  Treasury 
notes  would  accomplish  all  that  was  desired. 
All  this  hod  been  granted,  and  now,  in  the  same 
way,  more  time  was  asked,  and  the  issuing  of 
more  Treasury  notes.  He  referred  to  the  ob- 
jection that  uiero  was  not  time  to  negotiate  a 
loan,  and  said  he  thought,  though  he  was  not 
authorized  to  say  so,  that  Nicholas  Biddle 
-wonld  take  the  loan,  and  pay  the  ten  millions 
in  specie.  That  monster,  he  said,  had  with- 
stood the  colossal  power  of  the  Government 
'when  it  was  colossal ;  and  had  maintained  tlie 
credit  of  his  bank  at  home  and  abroad;  and 
now  that  the  Government  was  weak,  and  was 
brought  into  contempt  everywhere,  Nicholas 
Biddle  was  able  to  loan  the  ten  millioDs  which 
the  Government  required  to  snstain  their  fiscal 
operations. 

He  compared  the  present  issno  with  that  of 
continental  money  under  the  Confederation,, 
and  called  this  the  least  v^nable  promise,  be- 
cause it  was  not  pramiti,  but  pra»enti  »otvm- 
dum  in/atoro;  and,  after  describing  a  note  of 
the  old  emianon,  he  showed  and  described  a 
carioatora  (tf  the  Treasary  notes,  and  inferred 
that  the  people  held  such  expedients  of  the 
Government  in  derision.  He  would  aid  the 
Government  with  all  needful  funds,  but  he  pre- 
ferred the  direct,  open  manner  of  a  loan. 
.  Hr.  Btvoc  rephed  to  some  of  the  attacks 
made  npon  the  Administration,  and  contended 
that  the  proposed  mode  of  obtaining  fbnds  was 
adopted  in  order  to  prevent  a  pressure  upon 
the  merehants,  who  had  asked  for  extension, 
and  to  prevent  a  sudden  and  oppressive  call 
upon  the  States  for  the  moneys  deposited  with 
them.  It  was  a  measure  intended  to  aid  and 
relieve  the  country.  Since  the  light  of  knowl- 
edge had  bnrat  upon  the  world,  and  the  wicked- 
ness the  rulers  had  been  exposed,  there  was 
little  danger  that  the  pec^a  could  be  long 
enslaved ;  and  it  was  fia  conaeqnenoe  of  the 
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enlightened  otmditlon  of  the  age  Hat  the 
donSnanoe  of  the  bank  had  be«i  redsted  and 
crashed. 

Mr.  GABtufD,  of  Louidanaf  commented  npon 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  President's 
Message,  and  the  commnnication  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasary,  and  ooritinned  at  Img^ 
an  investigation  of  vaiiotts  qnestioos  connected 
with  the  state  of  the  onrrenoy,  insisting  that  a 
loon  was  preferable  to  the  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  and  that  a  loan  could  ]>e  readily  ana 
speedily  negotiated  in  this  country;  and  de* 
fending  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  Bank 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  pnrehase  of  cotton,  for 
the  purpose  of  ^ing  Soathem  planters,  and 
paying  the  foreign  debt  of  the  ooantry.  He 
maintained  that  it  was  better  to  resort  to  a  loan 
in  Enrope,  rather  than  to  tiiis  measure,  and 
supported  that  ground  by  refermee  to  the  prao- 
tice  of  the  Government  in  past  times,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  times  of  Washin^n,  Jefforsonf 
and  Madison,  who  had  all  been  m  fiivw  of  that 
mode  of  obtaining  necessary  soppHes. 

Mr.  CiTBHiiAH  remarked  that  the  subject  had 
been  fblly  discnssed,  and  the  hour  was  late,  so 
he  moved  the  previous  question,  which  call  was 
sustained,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  GRKmnsLL  adced  for  the  yeas  and 
thereon,  which  was  the  ragrossmeat  of  tiie  UU ; 
and  they  were— 

Teas. — ^Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Bicknell,  Birdsall,  Boon,  Brodhead, 
Bronson,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Jolm  Campbell,  Casey, 
Chapman,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary, 
Cushman,  Davee,  DeOraff,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Elmore,  Farrington,  Fairaeld,  Foster,  Fry, 
Gallup,  James  Garland,  Glascock,  Gnuitland,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hanuoond,  Ham«-,  Hamaon, 
Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holsey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hobley, 
Ingham,  Thomas  R  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Nat. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Keim,  Kemble,  Gilmore, 
Klingensmitb,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewia,  Lopm, 
Loomis,  James  M.  Uason,  Martin,  UoKay,  Robert 
UcClellaa,  Abraham  McCtellan,  McClare,  HiOer, 
Uonteomery,  Mtngan,  Monty,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
ker, Parmenter,  Pennybaeker,  Pelrikln,  Fhelpa,  Pidc- 
ens,  Potter,  Pratt,  Prentlaa,  Bariden,  ReUy,  Rhett, 
Richardson,  Rives,  Sheffer,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spen- 
cer, Steaart,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tnmey, 
Vail,  Wagner,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whi^ 
U(»ey,  Jired  W.  WUUams,  WortUi^ton,  and  Tell 
—106. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrim,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  Bor- 
den, Bri^  WUliam  B.  Oalbonn,  J(^  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Camt^D,  Carter,  Chambers,  Cheathun, 
Childa,  Claik,  Coffin,  Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett, 
Curtia,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Davies,  Debenyjtaniii^ 
Dtmn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  Richard  Fletclier, 
nUmore,  Rica  Garland,  Ooode,  James  Graham,  Wil- 
liam Graham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halatead,  Harlan, 
Haiper,  Hastings,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoffinan,  Hopkins, 
Robert  U.  T.  Hunter,  Henry  Johnson,  William  Cost 
Johnson,  Kennedy,  IJncoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  Mar,  UaxweU,  McKennan,  Menefee,  Milligan, 
Mitchell,  C.  Moiri^  Naytor,  Noye^  Patterson,  Pedc, 
Pope,  Pott&^Bandolplil  Beed,  Renc^,  Rfa^way, 
Bobertson,  Robinson,  Bumsey,  Bnsdl,  Set^oant, 
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CSuriw  Ouptrd,  SiiflldB,  Kbley,  Slade,  Sou: 
Stanly,  Strttton,  Tallafbrro,  Thompson,  Tilli 
Toluid,  UQderwood,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
EUaha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams,  Shcrrod  Wil- 
UaiDB,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christoi^r  E.  WiUiamB, 
Wise,  Bad  Yorke— 99. 

Hr.  W1LLIA3I8,  of  Kentacky,  moved  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  a  Oommittee  of  tbe  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  with  instrnctions  to  re- 
port a  bill  to  anthorize  the  sale  of  the  bon<l8  of 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  and  in  tbe  event 
that  they  could  not  be  sold  in  Ume,  then  to  an- 
thorize the  issne  of  two  millions  of  Treasury 
notes  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  also  to  anthorize  a  loan  of  socb  sam 
as  might  be  neoessarv  for  the  aotnal  wants  of 
the  Government,  until  aoch  sale  can  be  made. 

This  motion  was  cut  off  by  the  previotu  ques- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  qoestitHi  being  on  adopdng  the  tide, 

ICr.  ADAiiB  moved  to  strike  ont  the  wwds, 
"to  carry  into  effect  tbe  act  approved  the  12th 
day  of  October,  1887 ; "  which  was  agreed  to. 

MT,  Flbtohib,  of  Hassachosetts,  moved  to 
insert  the  following:  "to  meet  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Government ; "  which  was 
ac^eed  to. 

The  title,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Rabidezt  stud,  for  the  pnrpose  of  placing 
himself  and  his  friends  in  a  correct  attitude  be- 
fore this  nation,  he  would  give  noUce  that  he 
should  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed.  He  preferred  the 
amendments  proposing  to  provide  means  partly 
by  loan,  and  partly  by  Treasury  notes,  to  meet 
the  Imme^ate  wtnta  m  tbe  Government,  tbouj^ 
he  should  Blill  vote  for  tbe  bill  if  that  propori- 
ttm  should  be  r^eoted. 


IN  SENATE. 

WnKtmuT,  Hay  16. 
Sank  Jfoteg  for  Government  Duet.  ' 

ICr.  WnoBT,  from  Hie  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whidi  had  been  referred  the  Joint  resolution 
sqbmitted  by  Ur.  Out,  proposing  to  make 
bank  notes  receivable  and  psyable  in  the  i«- 
oeipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
nitule  a  det^led  report. 

Ur.  Bbnton  moved  that  the  report  be  print- 
ed ;  which  motion  was  carried. 

Ur.  Allen  would  only  observe  that  this  was 
a  very  important  paper,  embracing  a  subject  all 
interesting  to  the  wLcde  people  ofthis  country. 
It  was  also  very  long  ana  elaborate — too  much 
so  to  undei^  a  very  extensive  publication  by 
the  ordinary  public  journals  of  the  country.  To 
supply  its  absence  from  these  journals  would 
require  a  very  large  number  of  copies  to  be 
printed  by  order  of  Hie  Senate.  In  lookhw  into 
the  jonmaU  of  the  Senate  to  see  what  haa  been 
th^  practice  of  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  be 
Ibnnd  that  tbe  report  made  by  the  post  office 
oommittee  In  188^  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
with  an  extra  number     wpiva,  amounting  to 


30,000.  He  also  found  that  tbe  numerous  doc- 
ument* appended  to  this  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  to  the  numbw  of  80,000.  The 
order  for  this  printing  passed  the  Baotate  by  s 
vote  of  26  to  14.  Ur.  A.  hare,  at  Uw  nqntf 
of  several  gentlemen,  read  the  yeaft  and  nays  m 
the  occasion  referred  to.  Believing  ibn  dom- 
ment  to  be  much  more  important  than  tfae  port 
office  report  of  1834,  and  ihat  it  was  esseiiliil 
that  the  i>eopIe  should  have  tbe  fullest  informa- 
tion on  tne  intoresting  sul^ect  involved,  be  was 
for  printing  the  largest  number  of  copies  that 
had  ever  been  ordered  in  that  body — whicb 
was  80,000. 

Ur.  Olat  expressed  bims^  willing  to  vote 
for  tbe  printing,  and  he  only  wished  gentlemen 
to  agree  among  themselves  wbat  number  they 
wanted,  and  he  would  vote  for  it  He  was 
surprised,  however,  that  Uie  chainnsn  of  the 
committee  had  not  thought  fit  to  move  some 
disposition  o£  the  resolution  upon  wbidi  tibis 
report  was  made.  It  had  been  a  snflkuBt  tims 
b^oro  the  committee,  and  from  the  importanos 
of  the  subject,  the  publio  would  expect  some 
action  on  it 

Ur.  Uoaais  entirely  coficnrred  witli  his  col- 
league as  to  tbe  importance  of  tbe  doeomoit 
just  read.  He  tbonj^bt  it  was  just  aacb  a  paper 
as  ought  to  be  extensively  oirciUated  to  disabo«e 
the  publio  mind  on  this  important  subject  If 
he  could  call  back  the  money  which  bad  be^ 
expended  in  printing  this  sesnon,  he  would  win- 
ios'y  go  t=o  the  expense  of  printing  httf  a  mil- 
lion of  copies ;  but  as  that  eould  not  be  d<mc, 
he  was  wuling  to  go  to  the  extent  moved  by  his 
colleague. 

The  question  on  printing  80,000  ocqnea,  wu 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Teas. — Keesn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  CUbn^ 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Gnmdy.  Hd>- 
baid,  Lumpkin,  Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norrefi, 
Pierce,  Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Conneeliea^ 
Strange,  Trotter,  Webster,  Williams,  and  Toow 
— 28. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bocbanan,  CUy  of  Kentucky,  Omj- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Dam,  King,  Kni^t,  HcKewn,  Her- 
jAA^  Ni<iuAt^  Bobbins,  Rogriea,  Seller.  Ebiith  of 
iD^iuia,  ^>eDce,  Swift,  Ta^nadge,  Tipton,  and 
White— 19. 


HOUSE  OF  RBPRESENTATIVEaL 

THiTBaiu.T,  Uay  IT. 

Treasury  NoU  BiU. 

Tbe  motion  ci  Ur.  Raktoen  to  recondder  tfae 
vote  on  tbe  passage  of  this  bill  was  annonwed 
by  the  Cqaib. 

Ur.  Babidbn  explmned  that  he  was  in  fiivtw 
of  voting  all  necessary  supplies  to  the  Govern- 
ment, but  differed  with  the  m^ority  of  the 
House  as  to  the  proper  mode.  He  prefored  a 
partial  issue  of  Treasniy  notes,  and  ue  remain- 
der to  be  raised  \j  a  direct  loan.  He  ftdded, 
that  time  was  <^  far  more  importaBce  at  this 
period  of  the  session  than  the  mode  <^  rai^ng 
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means ;  and,  so  far  fVom  deeiring  to  bring  on  a 
protraoted  debate,  he  wonld  bimself,  Bhonld 
BQoh  n>rii)g  np,  for  the  jirevioas  question. 
He  only  wanted  an  opportanity  for  himself  and 
bts  firiends  to  place  tbeir  names  on  the  record, 
so  that  thej  coold  not  be  misunderstood. 

Mr.  Booir  thoagbt  this  measare  had  already 
been  debated  long  enoogh ;  and  he,  therefore, 
moTed  the  ureTiona  question.  The  House  sec- 
onded liie  demandf  and  the  miun  queation  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Bbovso:)'  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 

which  were  ordered: 

Yus. — ^Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  i^-innn  Alliai, 
John  W.  Allen,  ATcrigg,  Bell,  Biddle,  Bond,  l^onjon, 
Briggs,  Wm.  B.  Calhoon,  J.  Calhoon,  B.  CuinpboU, 
Carter,  Chambers,  Cheatham,  Childs,  nark,  (Vnio, 
Corwin,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Curtis,  Cu.-!iin->,  IHivi^ 
Dennis,  Dunn,  Evans,  Everett,  Ewinf,  It,  J'lf.'tn  tiw, 
FUlmore,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  (ioode,  J. 
Graham,  W.GrahAro,  Graves,  Grennel),  Htdl,  Halstead,  ' 
Harian,  Harper,  Hastim,  Hawes,  Henry,  Herod,  Hoff- 
man,  Ht^^ins,  R.  H.  T.  Hunter,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson, 
W.  0.  Johnson,  Kennedy,  KUgore,  lincoln,  Harris, 
James  U.  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  Max- 
well, McKennan,  Menefee,  Mercer,  Milli^,  Mitchell, 
MaUhias  Morris,  Calvary  Morris,  Najlor,  Noyes,  PB^ 
tersoD,  Feck,  Pope,  Potts,  Batiden,  Randolph,  Reed, 
Bencber,  lUdgway,  Robertson,  Robinson,  Rumsey, 
&ussell,  Sawyer,  Seigeant,  Augustine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Chariea  Sbepaid,  Shields,  Sibfoy,  ^ade,  Southgate, 
Sunly,  Steuart,  Sume,  Stratton,  Taliaferro,  Tbomp- 
•on,  Tillinghast,  T<dand,  Underwood,  Albert  S.  White, 
Jotm  White,  Eliaha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  WiUiams, 
Sberrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams,  Christopher 
H.  Williams,  Wise,  and  Torte— 110. 

Natb. — Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Beatty,  Beime,  Blcknell,  Bfrdaall,  Boon,  Booldin, 
Bradbead,  Brooson,  Budnoan,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
John  Campbell,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cleveland,  Clowney, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Crary,  Cushman,  Oavee,  De- 
Gra:^  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Edwards,  Elmore,  For- 
rington,  Fairfield,  Isaac  Fletcher,  Foster,  Fiy,  Gallup, 
Glascodc,  Orantland,  Grant,  Gray,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hamnwnd,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hobey,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Wm.  H.  Hunter, 
Ingham,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jos^  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kelm,  Eemble, 
Klingensmith,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis,  Logan, 
Loomis,  Martin,  McKay,  R.  McClellaa,  Abn£am 
McCletlan,  McCIurc,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Noble,  Owens,  Palmer,  Parker,  Par- 
menter,  Fennybacker,  Petrikin,  Phelps,  Pidtens, 
Potto-,  Pratt,  Prentiss,  Reilly,  Rhett,  Rlehardson, 
RItcs,  Sheffcr,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Spoioer,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Titus,  Touoey,  Tumey,  Yul,  Vanderreer, 
Wagener,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  WhitUesey, 
Jared  W.  WQlitms,  Worthington,  and  Tdl— 109. 

The  CH1.1R  Toting  in  the  negative,  the  motion 
to  reconuder  was  lusL 


TS  SENATX. 
Fridat,  MiQr  18. 
TVmwury  Ifotm. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Weight,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  conaideration  of  the  bill  from  the 


 m 

[May.lBSS. 

House  to  authorize  the  iflantng  of  Treaani7 

notes. 

Hr.  Glat,  of  Kentncky,  obserred  that  this  bill 
came  to  the  Senate  yesterday  after  12  o'clock, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  re- 
ported back  by  them  in  the  course  of  Uie  after- 
noon. He  wanted  to  inquire  of  the  diunoan 
of  the  oommittee  whether  they  had  author!^ 
from  the  Senate  to  meet  while  the  Soiate  was 
iniseesion. 

iir.  Wbiodt  would  answer  the  Senator  by 
saying,  that  no  authority  was  given  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  committee  to  meet  dnring  the  session 
of  that  day,  nor  did  any  member  of  the  com- 
mittee leave  the  chamber,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  bill  was  snbmitted  to  each  member  of  Ute 
committee  in  his  place,  three  of  whom  concur- 
red with  him  in  favor  of,  and  in  reporting,  Uie 
bill  without  amendment ;  the  others,  anthoriz- 
ing  the  report,  thongh  dissenting  from  the  bill. 

Mr.  WsHSTBB  said  he  did  not  expect  to  be 
called  on  to  vote  for  the  engrosament  at  thia 
bill  at  80  early  a  period  after  its  reception  from 
the  other  branch.  Scarcely  twentj^nmr  boun 
had  elapsed,  and  the  quMion  on  ordering 
the  bill  to  its  third  reading  was  called  for. 
Before  he  gave  his  vote,  he  proposed  to  say  a 
few  words  iu  relation  to  the  subjoct.  He  b^^ed 
leave  to  disclaim  any  disposition  to  thwart  the 
measures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment, and  desired  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  he  wished  the  Government 
aided  in  carrying  on  all  the  great  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement,  such  as  roads,  harbors, 
etc.,  in  which  it  was  engaged.  Be  was  of  opin- 
ion, however,  that  there  were  other  modes  of 
raising  means  tiiat  might  be  resorted  to^  less 
objeononaUe  than  that  proposed  by  the  biE 
bcobre  tiiem.  At  the  last  extra  aeasion  be  had 
Tt^ed  for  the  issne  al  ten  millions  in  ^eaaary 
notes,  and  he  did  not  regret  it,  because,  at  that 
time,  he  considered  it  necenary  to  provide 
present  relief.  Congress  had  been  called  to-  • 
gether  b^  the  Freddnit  in  a  case  of  great  and 
extraordinary  emergency ;  and  yet  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  friends  of  the  Administra- 
tion had  avowed  their  determination  never  to 
vote  for  another  issne  of  these  notes.  One 
^at  objection  he  had  to  this  money  was,  that 
it  was  continnally  falling  below  par,  and  the 
Government,  therefore,  Instead  of  paying  its 
agents,  and  public  servants  in  the  constitutional 
currency  of  the  country,  would  be  paying  them 
in  depraoiated  paper.  Another  objection  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind ;  which  was,  tioA  it 
was  bad  poUoy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  raising 
money  by  anon  means.  There  was  now  no  ex- 
igency, no  very  particular  emei^ncy;  at  all 
events,  it  had  not  been  made  to  appear  that 
there  was  an  emei^noy  to  justify  such  a  step. 
Congress  had  already  been  in  session  five  good 
months,  and  yet  we  had  heard  nothing  of  such 
a  crids  in  the  afffdrs  of  the  Treasnry.  In  fact, 
there  conld  be  no  crisis  now  which  a  vigilant, 
systematic,  and  prudent  oflScsr  would  not  have 
earlier  foreseen.   Mr.  W.  contended  that  the 
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bill  was  defective,  inumaoh  as  it  did  not  reoew 
tbo  peoaltiea,  luid  neither  did  it  impose  tbe 
aome  duties  on  ooUeoton,  ftix.  as  hi  the  former 
bill ;  and  he  contended  tnat  if  the  monej  were 
80  much  wanted,  tbe  proper  mode  to  raise  it 
wonld  be  hj  loan. 

Ur,  "W.  moved  to  amend  the  bill  hj  limiting 
the  issne  to  two  millions  of  dollars,  to  meet 
aaoh  bills  as  might  be  immediately  due. 

Vr.  Wbight  observed  that  he  shonld  en- 
deavor, so  far  as  was  in  his  power,  to  discharge 
what  was  his  doty  in  regard  to  this  bUI,  wUh- 
ont  protracting  debate. 

Btill  some  portion  of  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Hassachosotts  seemed  entitled  to  at- 
tention. One  was  his  commendation  of  the 
sound  and  valuable  prindfde  of  paying  the  pub- 
lic creditor  in  what  was  emdvaleat  to  qieoie, 
ud  he  was  'gratified  to  find  that  the  Sraator 
would  go  with  him  in  finvor  of  the  principle 
that  was  not  leaa  Talnahle,  that  of  preservuig 
the  faith  of  the  Government.  The  report  of  hts 
(Mr.  W.)  to  which  the  Senator  allnded,  was  an 
argun^ent  to  show  that  it  was  highly  improper 
for  this  Gtovemment  to  make  tender  in  [wy- 
ment  of  its  debts  of  the  paoer  of  local  corpora- 
tious;  and  he  confessed  tiiat  to  aoaw  extent 
that  argument  might  be  applied  to  paper  issued 
upon  the  authority,  faith,  and  credit  of  the 
Government  itself.  Then  the  ^tleman  would 
ask  him,  why  did  he  urge  this  bill  i  He  an- 
swered, because  he  believed  the  necessity  ex- 
isted fob  it.  We  aro  told  by  the  Head  of  the 
Treasnry  D^»artment,  that  even  in  means  of 
this  character  the  Treasury  is  so  limited,  that 
it  is  in  danger  bom  day  to  day  of  being  com- 
pelled to  tnm  its  creditors  from  the  door. 

The  gentianan  had  oontended  that  there  was 
no  imminent  necessity  for  passing  this  bilL 
Would  the  gentleman  tell  him  why  there  waa 
not?  He  says  the  Senate,  so  far  as  it  is  con- 
cerned, has  given  authority  to  sell  the  bonds 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He,  ^Hr. 
W.,)  remembered  that  the  only  voice  raised 

X'nst  that  measure  was  that  of  the  Senator 
Belf^  on  the  ground  that  we  could  not  sell 
these  bonds  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  in  this 
country,  and  that  there  was  not  time  to  send 
them  abroad  for  sale.  He,  (Hr.W.,)  felt  the  force 
of  thatsnggestiMi,  and  an bmitted  to  the  Senator 
tiiat  it  woud  be  neoeasary  for  Oongress  to  pro- 
vide sufficient  means  for  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  anthoriang  an  issue  of  Treasury 
notes,  or  by  a  loan,  and  added  that,  if  the  bonds 
did  sell,  it  would  supersede  the  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notea  to  tbe  amount  they  might  sell  for. 

We  have  been  told  that  the  bill  before  ns  is 
not  broad  enough  to  aocomplieh  its  object.  He 
(Ur.  W.)  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty  on 
that  score.  But  he  spoke  with  great  distrust 
of  his  own  Jodgmoit^  as  to  construction  of  law, 
when  tiie  dutii^niBhed  authority  of  tiie  Senator 
was  aNinst  him.  He  found,  however,  the  bill 
toTttad: 

St  U  ttuuted^  That  the  Sectetaiy  of  the  Treasnry, 
with  the  approbation  of  tbe  Fieeldent  of  tiw  United 
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States,  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  T^easuiy  neta 
to  be  issued,  according  to  the  provisions  conl«itied 
m,  and  subject  to  til  me  couditions,  Umitctions,  aod 
restrictions  of  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  utbonie 
the  issuing  of  TrcsFury  notes,"  8|q)roTed  tbe  twdfft 
day  of  October  last,  in  place  of  such  notes  as  have 
been,  ormaybe  issued  under  the  authority  of  ^ast 
aforesaid,  and  which  have  bem,  or  may  heicifter  i», 
paid  into  the  Treasnry  and  canoeBed. 

Kow,  as  far  as  his  oomprebendon  extotded, 
the  clause  just  read  brings  the  whole  of  the  act 
of  the  extra  session  forward,  and  makes  it  ap- 
plicable to  this  bill  Wonld  it  be  pretended 
that  nnder  this  law  a  note  could  be  is»ed  bear* 
ins  more  then  tax  per  cent  interest  f 

Mr.  WBBsnut.  No. 

lir.  Wbight.   Wonld  it  be  pr^coded  that 
they  could  issue  more  than  ten  miUiontt 
Mr.  Wkbsteh,  Yes. 

Mr.  Wmanr  here  read  from  the  VBL,  to  show 
that  notes  oan  only  be  issued  in  place  of  thoae 
that  came  in.  Again :  the  notes  issued  under 
the  authority  of  this  law  are  made  reocdvaUe 
in  payment  at  all  dues  to  this  Govemnunt 
Was  there  any  doubt  of  thia  ? 

Hr.  Wkbstbb.  No. 

Hr.WBioHT.  Then  it  appears  that,  with  oae 
exception,  aU  the  substantive  provi^ons  of  the 
law  of  the  extra  session  aro  made  ^pUeable  to 
this,  except  the  penal  enactments.  As  a  law- 
yer, be  should  as  confidently  say  that  these  en- 
actments were  brought  forward  as  tbe  others. 
But  thia  was  not  material.  I  find,  said  he,  that, 
as  far  aa  the  action  of  the  Senate  b  oonceraed, 
the  case  is  already  provided  for,  indepandaitly, 
by  a  bill  just  passed  to  ponish  the  eounterfEat* 
ing  of  these  notes,  and  by  a  general  law  of  Con- 
gress in  relatiim  to  the  punishment  of  ciinws, 
passed  in  1826,  enumerating  the  counterfeiting 
of  Treasnry  notes  as  one  of  the  crimes  to  be 
punished.  Again:  at  the  present  session  tbe 
Judiciary  Committee  have  provided  for  a  sop- 
posed  Mtaus  omiutu  found  in  both  laws,  whia 
was,  that  there  was  no  providon  made  to  pon- 
ish persons  who  should  have  in  their  posseaaioa 
counterfeit  Treasury  notes  with  intent  to  p« 
them.  The  Senate  had  passed  this  bill  and  teat 
it  to  the  other  House. 

But  the  Senator  enggests  that  there  are  m 
statemrats,  and  that,  therefore,  wo  do  not  koav  ■ 
that  the  Treasury  needs  this  softly.  Hia  men- 
ory  told  him  that  the  wants  of  the  Treasury 
were  ao  imperious  as  to  require  a  special  coat 
munioation  from  the  Freudent  of  the  United 
States ;  that  that  oommnnioatku  was  made  to 
both  Houses,  and  was  aooompanied  by  me  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  that  that  mes- 
sage recommended  this  mode  of  providing  for 
the  exigency,  and  it  seemed  to  him  emphatically 
to  be  we  correct  one.  Bis  information,  ss  late 
as  yesterday  morning,  was,  that  there  were  but 
$60,000  of  Treasury  notes,  aQthoriied  by  the 
aotof  October,  that  ranained  to  be  issoed:  nd 
that  there  were  but  some  $200,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury aoattored  over  Uie  wh<de  oonntiy.  Why 
are  we  loroai^t  to  tlua  itito  of  thiiigal  1m 
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Seoatm*  told  ns  that,  after  passing  the  law  of 
October,  it  vas  nDderstooa  that  one  of  this 
ofaaracter  would  not  be  called  for  waiiu  But 
the  Senator  did  not  recollect  the  ouange  that 
was  given  to  that  act  ia  the  Hoose  of  Bepre- 
aentatives.  It  passed  this  Hoose  without  &nj 
ptOTision  as  to  a  reissue  of  the  notes,  bnt  it 
oame  back  from  the  House  with  an  interdiction 
on  snoh  reiseae ;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  remembered 
well,  in  moving  for  a  conoarreooe  with  this 
mmeadment,  that  he  said  that  the  bill  thos 
amended  would  answer  till  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  when  further  provision  coold  be 
inade,  if  neoessarf.  Bj  making  these  notes  re- 
ceivable for  the  dnee  of  the  Government,  nearly 
six  of  the  ten  milUimi  had  been  redeemed,  and 
all  our  revenne  ooming  in  «m«a  in  tiiat  p^>er. 
The  revalue  is  as  large  as  was  anUoipated,  bnt 
there  was  no  money  ciMning  i#;  and,  though 
they  had  issaed  ten  millions  of  papM*  wlthm 
$50,000,  they  were  now  but  four  millicois  in 
debt,  the  balance  of  the  notes  having  been 
already  redeemed  and  eanoeUed.  It  was  sot  by 
tlus  bill  that  they  were  incurring  one  dollar 
more  of  debt  than  was  anthorized  by  the  act  of 
October  last.  We  have  been  told  of  the  depre- 
ciated character  of  this  p^r.  He  believed 
that  some  of  the  prices  current  had  pat  it  below 
bfuik  pwer,  though  that  was  fit  one  single  point 
of  the  Union  only,  New  York ;  but  it  was  now 
quoted  there  and  at  Pbiladelphiat  three  ot  four 
per  cent,  higher  than  that  paper  (United  States 
Bank  notes)  which  is  held  in  anoh  hi{^  esthnar 
ttott  by  the  gentleman  and  his  friends.  His  in- 
formation told  him  that  Treasnry  notes  were 
higher  at  the  South  than  any  bank  p^r.  In 
FbiladelpUa  it  was  also  higher,  though  in  Kew 
Toric  it  might  be  quoted  a  trifle  lower.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  point  The  question 
was,  what  were  they  to  dof  We  cannot,  by 
our  fiat  here,  place  money  in  the  Treasury  at  a 
moment's  warning.  Then  can  we  do  any  thing 
better  than  to  give  to  the  creditors  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  best  paper  in  our  power — that  is- 
sued upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment itadf  ?  The  limitation  proposed  by  the 
Senator'a  amendment  would  not  answer.  Who 
oonld  tell  how  soon  it  would  ooine  bade  agun! 
and  how  long  would  two  millions  laat,  when  In 
the  sin^e  port  of  New  York  it  comes  in  at  the 
rate     ^00,000  per  week  f 

Mr.  WsaeTEB  said  the  candor  of  the  honora- 
ble gentieman  has  put  this  bill  on  the  gnmnd 
which  expresses  the  different  opinions  between 
him  and  myself  ezactiy ;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
it  should  be  nnderstcKid  that  what  be  says  in 
fiivor  of  Government  paper  money  goes  to  make 
it,  on  the  whde,  but  little  better  uian  tiie  bad 
money  of  broken  banks.  The  Senator  says  it 
is  at  least  as  good  as  theirs,  which  is  twenty  or 
tweaty-flve  per  cent,  below  par.  Have  we  con- 
tracted with  our  army,  onr  navy,  and  the  judges 
oi  our  oourts,  to  pay  than  ia  something  but  a 
Kttle  better  than  the  d^redated  p^>er  of  the 
banks? 

We  hare  heard  mneh  nod  aboat  die  p^wr 


 m 

party,  the  advocatea  of  a  paper  system,  and  a 
pn»er  Government  l^et  ns  see  who  they  are. 
I  insist  that  the  mouth  of  the  Administration 
is  shut  on  this  subject ;  for  all  they  propose  to 
pay  out  is  not  gold  and  silver ;  and  if  we  can- 
not pay  our  own  debts  in  specie,  or  its  equlTa- 
lent,  how  can  we  demand  'it  of  otherst  What 
is  ^e  aigument  of  the  honorable  chmnnan  of 
tiie  committee,  bnt  an  acknowledgment  that  we 
cannot  pay  our  debts !  He  asks  what  can  be 
done  )  Sir,  I  will  tell  him.  If  Treasury  notes 
are  issued,  aU  heariug  an  interest  of  five  or  six 
per  cent,  and  sold  to  supply  us  with  the  means 
of  paying  what  is  due  from  the  Govemraent, 
our  credit  and  panctnality  will  be  sustuned. 
He  proposes  that  they  wudl  not  be  payable 
undo-  a  year.  Let  ns  issue  them  so^  hewing  an 
interest  oi  five  or  six  per  cent,  and  sell  them  jn 
the  market,  and  i*  two  hours  the  Govemmeiit 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  upon  it 
Why  should  this  not  be  done?  Sir,  I  put  the 
question  to  Congress  and  to  the  country.  They 
may  not  sell  at  per,  but  why  not  sell  them  noV 
witiistandingt  If  it  is  not  done,  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  properly  pay  its  debts ;  and  who, 
in  that  case,  is  to  bear  the  misfortune — the 
Government  itself,  or  its  individual  creditors? 
The  Senator  is  averse  to  this  method,  because 
there  is  an  exigency  iu  the  condition  of  the 
Government,  and  it  cannot  pay  its  debts  with- 
out a  sacrifloe.  Is  this  the  language  of  individ- 
uals? If  there  must  be  a  loss  in  the  payment 
of  a  debt,  on  whom  is  it  to  fall  I  Does  an  in^- 
Tidnal  say  he  would  have  to  sell  his  property 
cheap,  and,  therefore,  he  cannot  pay  ?  Sir,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  the  way  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  doing  as  I  have  proposed,  to 
muntain  the  oredit  and  good  MUi  of  the  coun- 
try ;  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  our  selling  onr 
own  not^  and  thus  raising  the  mtmey,  and 
paying  according  to  contract 

This  bill,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  will  not  have 
the  effect  to  revive  all  the  act  of  October  last 
All  tliat  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  duly  provided  for ;  but  thu 
bill  does  not  revive  the  uiird  section  of  the  law 
of  October,  reli^ng  to  the  collector,  his  de- 
podts,  and  reodpts,  and  all  that;  and  I  say 
that  it  does  not  revive  the  penal  part  of  thwt 
law.  The  Senator  spealu  of  the  law  of  1825 
as  supplying  this  defidenoy,  but  in  the  bill  of 
the  last  session  he  thought  the  penal  provision 
necessary,  uid  ]  had  supposed  that  the  law  of 
1825  did  not  cover  exchequer  hills  subsequent 
to  that  period.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say 
t^at  this  hill  does  not  revive  those  provisioni^ 
then  I  say  that  it  does  not  acoompluh  ita  ob- 
ject in  that  reqiect 

The  four  or  five  millions  of  dollars  of  Treas- 
ury notes  are  now  outstanding.  The  gentieman 
says  that  they  are  all  received  for  the  customs 
and  at  the  land  offices,  and  tiierefore  the  Gov- 
emmedt  gets  no  money-  b  >t  not  the  reasrai 
of  the  dirtribntion  of  these  Treasury  notes  that 
they  are  to  serve  the  aame  purpose  aa  to  get  the 
m<Hiey  t  These  r^orts  wow  that  we  have  a 
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Government  currency,  and  have  not  any  thing 
iu  the  Treasnry  bat  Uib  depreciated  paper,  and 
that  is  a  state  of  things  which  Z  will  not  agree 
to  encourage.  I  am  opposed  now,  and  always 
have  been,  to  all  Introdnotion  of  paper  money 
as  a  depredated  oarrency  for  the  Trmsary,  and 
I  ask  again,  if  we  cannot  pay  onr  own  does  at 
par,  who  can  f 

Hr.  Calhouk  add  that  he  had  not  heard, 
daring  the  whole  session,  a  stronger  argnment 
in  favor  of  the  policy,  that  the  Govemnlent 
should  keep 'its  own  fbnds,  and  collect  them  in 
the  legal  and  coastitutional  cnrrenoy  of  the 
ooontry,  than  that  jnst  delivered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachnsetts,  (Hr.  Websteb.)  He 
entirely  concnired  with  him  that  it  is  bonnd  to 
pay  its  creditors 'in  the  legal  cnrrency,  and  the 
unportance  of  preserving  the  public  faith  from 
the  lightest  bfot.  But  to  dccomplish  this,  the 
Government  mnst  always  be  kept  in  a  condi- 
tion to  meet  its  engagements,  and  how  conid 
this  be  done,  hot  by  collecting  its  dnea  in  the 
legal  currency,  and  keeping  it  ia  its  own  ens- 
tody  t 

But  while  he  tells  ns  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver,  and  that  noth- 
ing short  of  that  can  preserve  the  pnblio  ftUth 
4mmacalate,  he  is  the  strennous  advocate  of  col- 
lecting its  dues  in  bank  notes  or  their  equiva- 
lent The  fallacy  consists  in  supposing  that 
SQch  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  There  is 
nothing  equivalent  to  gold  and  silver  but  them- 
selves. Nothing  else  can  legally  pay  debts,  or 
release  the  debtor  from  his  obligation  to  his 
creditor.  This  the  Senator  asserts,  and  insists 
on  most  correctly.  How  then  can  bank  notes 
be  equivalent,  ntdess  they  can  always  com- 
mand, withont  the  possibility  of  ftUlm^  the 
amonnt  of  gold  or  rilver  that  they  caU  for  1  b 
such  the  fact  ?  On  the  contranr,  is  it  not  no- 
torious that  the  Government  has  millions  of 
bank  notes  coUected,  when  the  banks  that  is- 
sued them  were  speeie-paying  banks,  but  which 
cannot  now  command  a  cent  in  specie  ?  And 
is  it  not  now  compelled  to  dishonor  its  credit, 
and  violate  its  faith,  becanse  it  collected  its 
dnes  in  bank  notes,  and  confided  the  safe-keep- 
ing of  its  fands  to  the  banks  ?  And  yet  whue 
the  Senator  denounces  this  want  of  ability  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  he  is  the  strennous 
advocate  to  renew  its  connection  with  the 
banks,  nnder  the  fallacious  idea  that  bank  notes 
and  bank  credit  are  equivalent  to  specie ;  doing, 
in  a  word,  the  very  thing  agtdn  whioh  has  eub- 
jected  the  Government  to  the  neeesdty  which 
he  so  strongly  condemns  I  Worse  than  this: 
he  proposes  to  repeat  the  process,  when  it  is 
admitted  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  Datm,)  and 
his  distinguished  friend  behind  him,  (Mr.  Olat,) 
that  the  renewtd  of  the  connection  mnst  again 
be  followed  in  a  short  time  by  another  explo- 
sion, when  again  the  Government  would  be 
compelled  to  do  what  the  Senator  ao  Justly 
and  strongly  condemns  1 

The  Senator,  in  his  zeal  to  preserve  the  pub- 
lic fiiith,  recommended  thai  the  Treasury  notes 
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authorized  to  be  issued  by  this  bill,  shonld  b« 
made  to  bear  an  interest  of  6  per  cent^  and  be 
sold  for  money  instead  of  being  paid  to  tbt 
pnblio  creditors.  He  did  not  expWn  what  he 
meant  by  money.  If  he  means  gold  and  silver, 
does  he  not  aee  how  greatly  it  would  impede 
and  embamas  the  resumption,  of  tpetit  par- 
menta  for  the  GoTemment  to  go  into  the  Bar 
fcet,  and  draw  out  at  once  eight  or  ten  milKoBs 
of  specie  ?  Would  he  recommend  that  at  tUi 
critical  mcnnent,  ffbea  the  banks  were  aboirt 
to  resume  t  he  meam  bank  itot«&  thai  it 
was  neither  more  ncr  less  than  to  advise  the 
Government  to  exchange  its  credit  for  the  credit 
of  the  banks  of  New  York  and  Boston,  (tbt 
only  specie  payments  at  this  nHHnent,)  and  give 
them  6  per  cent,  to  boot,  when  it  was  notxavna 
that  Treasury  jiotes  were  at  par  in  bo&  those 

E laces,  and  in>uld  be  better  over  the  whole 
ontii  and  West  than  the  veiy  notes  for  wfaldt 
he  pmpoM  to  exchange  them  1  This  wodd 
certainly  be  a  venr  good  operatioa  for  Aom 
banks,  but  would  be  a  very  bad  one  for  tiie 
Government  and  people.  The  Senator  has 
spoken  of  Treasury  notes  as  heine  depremted. 
Snch  was  not  the  fact.   They  h^  been  above 

{)ar  everywhere,  habitually,  compared  with  the 
ocal  bank  notes,  except  dnring  short  intervals 
at  New  York ;  but  that  did  not  show  that  they 
were  actually  depreciated.  We  all  know  that 
the  currency  of  New  York  has  been  in  a  h^faly 
artificial  state,  from  the  necesmty  its  banks 
were  nnder  to  resume  specie  payments  by  a 
certain  day,  or  forfeit  their  chaI^tm.  The  rate 
of  her  exchanges  with  Londim  deai^  prove* 
the  unnatural  condition  of  her  cnrreocy.  Tbe 
diffarenoo  in  her  favor  was  fat  greater  Otan 
could  be  exphiined  by  any  operabon-  of  con- 
meroe,  and  if  he  did  not  mistake^  was  grcrter 
than  the  depreciation  of  the  Treasury  ootie 
compared  witli  her  local  currency,  wfai<^  de- 
monstrates that  they  have  not  been  depreoalai 
at  any  time,  compared  with  London,  which 
may  fiiirly  he  considered  the  standard  of  tfas 
currency  of  the  commercial  world.  Hion^  be 
regretted,  with  the  SentUor,  that  the  Govera- 
ment  had  not  at  all  times  been  in  the  conditioi 
to  meet  its  engagements  in  gold  and  nlver,  it 
was  some  consolation  to  reflect  that  sabstantid 
justice  had  been  done  to  its  crediton.  as  fir  is 
It  had  used  its  own  credit  throngbonf  this  «h 
barrasnng  and  painftil  criaas. 

The  questioa  befcm  them  was  very  mmfk. 
The  Government  was  out  of  money,  and  Oece 
were  Imt  two  ways  of  sup^ying  the  dtAtamj 
— ^to  borrow  it,  or  to  use  its  own  credit;  'SM 
the  question  was,  which  shonld  be  done!  The* 
Senator  objected  strongly  to  tbe  latter,  bet  he 
could  not  possibly  be  more  oppoaod  to  it  than 
he  (Hr.  0.)  was  to  the  former.  It  is  nsdees  to 
attempt  disguise.  Those  who  advocate  a  loan, 
mean  to  force  the  Government  to  exchange  its 
credit  for  that  of  the  banks.  To  sive  a  clear 
conception  how  the  blending  of  me  credit  of 
the  Government  with  the  banks  operated,  both 
in  rdation  to  individaals,  and  the  GoTermiMiU> 
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le  would  Uiustrato  his  conoeption  bj  a  state- 
peot  of  a  case.  Take  three  iodiTidoals,  Dear 
leighbora,  and  of  equal  wealth  and  eredit :  say 
hiie  planters,  each  worth  a  hundred  thonsand 
[oUara,  free  of  debt,  and  of  equal  oharaotei'  for 
Idelity  in  meeting  their  eDgagemente,  and  call 
bem  B,  and  O.  It  is  manifest  that,  each 
teing  of  equal  credit,  neither  would  think  of 
ixchanging  his  credit  for  either  of  the  others, 
ouch  lew  of  paying  a  difference  in  the  ezohaage. 
Jut  let  Qovemment  interfere  and  take  up  0, 
Ad  confer  banking  privileges  upon  him— ^hat 
s,  authorise  his  promissory  notes  to  be  received 
a  its  does  and  the  porohase  of  its  domain,  and 
;ive  him  the  use  of  its  fonds  between  the  pe- 
ioda  of  oolleotion  and  disbursementa,  and  wis 
tquality  will  be  destroyed.  A  and  B  would 
lov  call  it  an  aooommodatiou  to  obtfun  O's 
lotes  in  exchange  for  theirs;  nay,  O  would 
lisdun  to  exdiange,  unless  the  one  should  en- 
kHTse  fw  the  otbei^  and  pay  him  six  per  oent. 
lifiiarence ;  and  to  tUs  ezat^on  they  voald  be 
ompcAled  to  sabmit.  A,  for  instuiee,  wishes 
o  settle  a  son  in  the  Vest ;  and  for  the  purpose 
»f  pnrohasing  land  from  the  Government,  de- 
ires  to  raise  ten  thousand  dollars.  Neither  bis 
kote  nor  B'a  can  buy  land ;  and  to  obbun  the 
neana,  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  B,  get  his  en- 
lorsemeut,  which,  from  his  perfect  confidoDoe 
a  his  neighbor,  he  gives  for  nothing,  and  gives 
lis  n(rte,  with  the  joint  credit  of  both,  in  ex- 
hange  for  O's  note,  deducting  nearly  seven 
iollars  in  the  handled,  or  nearly  seven  hun- 
[red  on  the  whole.  His  son  puts  the  note  in 
lie  pocket-book,  and  goes  o£f  to  the  "West, 
rbere,  throngh  the  ma^  of  bankiQc  privi* 
^es,  it  ifl  converted  into  solid  and  &rtiM  acres. 
^reeeaUy  tiie  Goremment  gtti  out  of  DHmey ; 
ad  all  tlie  fiiends  of  0  (a  numerous  host)  zoal- 
4uly  insist  that,  instead  of  using  its  own  notes, 
t  shoold  sell  them  to  0  in  exchange  for  hia, 
nd  pay  the  same  difference ;  and  this  they  call 
loan— borrowing  money  I  The  thing  ia  mon- 
trous. 

Thus  regarding  it,  he  has  long  considered 
ablio  loans  amongst  the  greatest  impositiotts ; 
od  he  was  accordingly  mortally  opposed  to  a 
■ablic  debt  When  were  was  a  deficit,  it  was 
etter  by  far  for  the  Government  to  use  its  own 
redit  directly,  nor  did  he  believe  it  to  be  im- 
onible,  if  the  laws  which  ^[ovem  credit  and 
ircolation  were  ftdly  understood,  to  supersede 
reeort  toaoy  other  reMmroe,  without  burthen- 
ig  the  puUto  with  the  heavy  and  pemioions 
)U  <rf  mbt,  omitraoted  for  the  most  part  by 
tie  exchange  of  its  own  credit  for  that  of  the 
anka.  In  the  ftmn  (tf  bank  notes. 

If  Treasury  notes  were  really  below  par,  as 
aeerted  by  the  Senator,  it  wonld  not  be  at  all 
jrp rising,  and  might  be  easily  explained, 
heir  value  mainly  Spends  on  their  reo^vabil- 
.7  in  tiie  pablio  dues,  and  it  might  be  autici- 
ated  that  the  liberal  indnlgenoe  given  to  the 
ablio  debtors  at  the  extra  session  would  tend 
t>  depress  them  in  the  market:  and  it  is  a 
roof  of  the^^  estimate  placed  on  them  by 


:  the  public,  that  they  have  heoi  so  little  affected. 
Their  depreciation  during  the  late  war,  when 
they  sunk  below  the  value  of  bank  notes  even, 
daring  the  period  of  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments,  has  often  been  against  their 

use.  Nothing  was  nuHre  easy  of  oxplanatioQ. 
The  Government  had  the  weakness  and  ftdly 
to  permit  It,  by  its  own  volantary  acts,  by  put- 
ting bank  notes  of  every  description  (hl  a  level 
wiui  Treasury  notes  in  all  its  transactions,  while 
the  banks  on  their  part  refused  to  put  them  on 
a  level  with  theirs  in  their  transactions.  The 
result  was,  that  bank  notes  could  perform  all 
the  functions  of  circulation,  public  and  private, 
while  Treasury  notes  could  perform  only  a  part 
Their  depreciation  followed  as  a  matter  of 
course,  under  the  known  laws  that  regulate  cir- 
culation. The  use  of  bank  credit  by  Govern- 
ment had  been,  in  his  opinion,  the  source  of 
great  mischief  both  in  this  conntry  dod  £iw> 
land.  It  was  the  parent  of  the  enwrnons  debt 
that  has  preesed  so  heavQy  on  the  en«^es  (tf 
the  latter,  as  great  as  tibey  are.  He  had  barely 
touched  on  a  range  of  questions  little  explored 
as  yet,  bat  intimately  connected  with  the  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  of  the  country.  When- 
ever the  elements  of  a  true  and  stable  currency 
were  asoertuned,  he  felt  assured  that  it  would 
be  found  to  consist  partly  of  gold  and  silver, 
and  of  paper,  resting  not  on  the  credit  and  au- 
thority of  banks,  but  of  the  Government  itself. 
•  Hr.  Whbotkk  said :  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  say 
that  he  has  fonnd  my  argument  against  Treas- 
ury notes  a  very  good  one  in  £svw  of  separat- 
ing bank  and  State,  for  the  present  state  of  the 
gentleman's  mind  is  sach  that  he  would  find 
each  an  argnment  anywhere,  on  any  sul^Ject 
and  on  an^  occasion.  So  deeply  is  he  immersea 
in  this,  his  favorite  sobjeot,  that  I  verily  b^ 
lieve,  if  he  should  hear  a  discourse  on  theology, 
or  a  philosophical  dissertation,  be  would  start 
up  and  say  it  contained  fine  doctrines  for  di- 
vorce. But  what  did  I  say  touching  the  doc- 
trine of  divorce  f  I  insisted  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  fulfil  ite  contracts ;  hot  what  has 
that  to  do  with  divorce !  Did  I  contend  that 
the  Government  should  pay  any  thing  not 
equivalent  to  q>ecie?  I  contend  that  Treasury 
notes  can  never  be  at  par,  and  by  that  I  mean 
at  the  established  rates  according  to  law.  The 
sentleman  says  they  are,  and  have  been,  at  par, 
because  they  are  equal  to  par  in  New  Ywk. 
But  he  might  as  well  say  that  broadoloth,  or 
molasses,  or  any  other  merchandise,  is  at  .par. 
His  propoution  is  that  they  are  equal  to  par  in 
New  York  for  the  London  market  But  what 
of  that  f  I  mean  that  they  are  not  equivalent 
to  gold  and  silver,  in  tlie  curranoy,  ana  aooord- 
ing  to  law. 

He  speaks  of  oar  exchanging  credit  with  the 
banks,  and  paying  the  Terence.  What  does 
he  mean  by  credit  f  If  he  means  that  the  Gov- 
ernment can  oonbwt  loans  on  as  good  terms  as 
the  banks,  that  is  not  denied.  But  what  Would 
you  call  a  cbeck  which  is  givm  on  a  bankt 
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Is  that  credit  ?  It  is  not  credit ;  it  is  a  thing 
Mitirely  different.  To  make  the  two  cases  at 
all  alike,  the  Government  paper  mnst  be  re- 
deemable in  specie,  on  demand,  at  the  Treas- 
ury ;  and  then,  I  dare  sar,  its  pq>er  would  be 
very  good.  He  asks  If  Mr.  Astor  would  pay  a 
bank  ibr  its  credit  Hr.  Astor,  and  every  man, 
however  large  their  o^ital,  and  credit,  borrow 
money  of  the  bimks  when  they  wish  to  do  it, 
on  timCi  beoanse  that  money  is  payable  in  spe- 
cie. The  gentleman  calls  that  an  exchange  of 
credit  for  credit.  But  yon  cannot  say  that  a 
note  on  time  is  etjaivalent  to  a  bank  note  com- 
manding the  specie ;  they  are  entirely  different. 
The  gentleman  says  that  the  Government  credit 
is  tiie  best  in  the  world ;  but  it  is  not  the  best 
in  the  way  that  the  Government  uses  it  here. 
If  he  saya  bank  notes  circulate  on  the  credit  of 
the  Government,  that  does  not  make  Govern- : 
ment  notes  of  tiiis  khid  better  tlian  bank  notes 
payable  and  pidd  in  iq>ede.  It  may  do  very 
well  to  help  out  of  an  emeigenoy;  but  the 
crisis  is  in  hia  ailment,  and  the  emtn^ncy  in 
hia  proposition.  Paper  is  not  equivalent  to 
q>ecie,  unless  it  is  payable  in  n)ecie. 

I  am  asked  whether  I  would  go  the  lengOi 
of  selling  these  Treasury  notes  for  money,  and 
then  whether  I  would  have  it  in  specie.  I  at 
once  say,  sell  them,  and  then  everybody  will' 
know  that  there  will  be  a  choice  only  between 
specie  and  something  that  will  command  speae. 
I  say  make  your  accounts  everywhere  in  specie 
or  its  eqnivalent.  The  gentleman  sopposes  that 
we  are  to  withdraw  the  amount  of  $10,000,000 
from  the  circulati<m.  If  we  shoold  g^asp  the 
■Uver  and  ahat  it  up  in  the  Treasnry  vaults, 
that  woold  be  altogether  iqjarions,  and  the  gen- 
tleman,  therefore,  van  a  very  good  argument 
to-day  against  what  he  vrgfii  mx  months  a^. 
He  now  says,  if  we  withdraw  so  much  specie, 
it  would  cause  embarrassment;  but  what  did 
he  think  of  demanding  it  for  revenue  ?  He 
now  says  that  this  Treasnry  note  bill  Is  a  most 
necessary  step  for  all  the  banks.  He  then  saw 
no  inconvenience  in  demanding  pt^ent  in  spe- 
cie ;  it  would  not  embarrass  the  country,  and 
was  the  only  just  mode  of  collecting  the  rev> 
enue.  Let  onr  Secretary -of  the  Treasury  be  a 
man  of  just  and  liberal  policy,  addicted  to  no 
mere  theories,  and  bound  down  by  no  party 
dogmas,  and  he  will  make  the  dit^HMition  of 
these  notes  in  the  market  in  a  few  dura^  dii- 
tnrbing  nobody,  and  ^vtng  no  occanon  for 
these  agitations  and  alarms;  it  is  tiie  centin- 
ning  these  Treasnry  note&  uid  t-^ednnff  the 
practice  of  twenty  years  for  dreams  and  the- 
ories, tiiat  creates  all  difficulties. 

But  the  gentleman  aslu,  is  not  the  Govern- 
ment to  use  its  own  credit  t  Certunly  it 
should ;  and  it  is  right  Uiat,  like  individuals,  it 
should  get  money  and  pay  its  own  debts.  It 
ahould  use  it  now ;  but  is  it  a  proper  use  of 
Goveniment  credit  to  force  it  instead  of  the 
money,  on  its  creditors  t  Is  it  justice  to  t^  its 
worednim^  though  y«a  prefer  ^ede  or  the  notes 
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at  spede-paying  banks,  yoa  ahaU  have  car 

credit  only  ? 

And  now  to  go  back  to  his  example  of  the 
three  farmers,  A,  B,  0.  The  eralleman  sup- 
poees  that  the  Govemmwt  anUoriaes  the  re- 
ceipt the  pf^r  of  C,  so  that  he  may  nu^ 
purchasee  directly  of  Government,  wbidi  A 
and  B  cannot  do  without  endorsed  notes  at  b- 
terest,  and  he  says  that  this  is  jnst  the  case  with 
the  banks.  I  say  It  is  not  the  case,  and  that 
every  idea  of  credit  involves  time  and  convert- 
ibility ;  and  if  it  does  not,  it  is  nothing.  The 
notes  of  the  bank  are  money  in  effect,  and  to 
say  that  their  ptq>er  is  on  time,  and  that  there 
is  merely  an  exchange  of  credit,  is  what  no 
man  can  say  with  propriety.  6am>oae  one  of 
your  officers  in  the  city  of  New  York  sells  a 
Treasury  note,  and  he  gives  you  a  check  on  one 
of  tiie  banks  paying  specie,  so  that  you  can  go 
across  the  street,  luad  get  it  if  you  ehooaB,  is 
there  any  change  of  credit  if  jou  receive  tlia 
notes  of  the  bank,  when  yon  can  go  at  once  and 
get  the  specie?  It  is  not  an  exchange  of  oedit; 
it  is  an  exchange  of  credit  for  mon^,  if  yoa 
give  your  note  on  time,  for  spetde,  or  the  equiv- 
alent of  specie.  This,  Hr.  Astor,  or  any  other 
individual  would  do;  if  he  wished  to  use  his 
credit  for  what  would  g^ve  him  an  immediate 
command  of  specie. 

Mr.  Calhoun  would  not  notice  the  critidsm 
^ith  which  the  Senator  opened  his  remarks,  as 
be  considered  that  as  intwded  for  the  gallery. 
He  had  long  noticed  that,  when  hard  pressed 
in  argument,  the  Senator  always  resorted  to 
aaroaon  or  ridicule ;  and  there  were  few  occa- 
sions in  which  he  more  needed  their  aid  than 
tiie  present  .  He  never  aoratsed  the  Swatcv  at 
saying  that  bank  sotea  afaonld  be  finced  on  the 
pnhlio  creditor  by  the  Government;  on  the 
contrary,  he  rested  his  remarks  on  the  ground 
assumed  by  him^  and  which  he  entirely  ip- 
proved,  that  it  conld  not,  in  good  £uth,  di^ 
chat^  its  debts  in  any  medium  bat  gold  and 
silver,  which  he  regarded  as  a  oonclosive  arga- 
ment  why  it  should  collect,  its  does  in  the  l^il 
currency,  and  keep  its  own  UmAa  under  its  on 
custody,  that  it  might  always  be  in  the  condi- 
tion to  preserve  its  credit.  On  the  contrary, 
the  Senator  was  in  favor  of  receiving  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks,  on  the  ^una  that  th^ 
were  eqmviuent  ta  gold  and  sdver.  Here  Bv 
the  ddw^  of  the  Senator.  To  be  eqnivskiA 
UtQle^ntalinaUreipeeti;  andyetvhUeAs 
Senator  confesses  that  they  are  not  equal  in  the 
di«^arge  of  the  debts  dne  from  the  Goran- 
ment,  he  holds  them  to  be  equal  In  the  ]iay- 
ment  of  debts  to  it  The  truth  is,  that  it  is  a 
pure  fiction  to  conuder  hank  notes  as  equiva- 
lents to  spede. 

But  the  Senator  Itas  gone  a  step  farther.  He 
says  that  bank  notes  are  not  credit,  and  do  not 
rest  on  crediti  Hot  -credit  I  He  wonld  not 
waste  his  breath  in  dispelling  so  wild  and 
strange  a  deluu(»i,  whi(di  all  around  ns  {uwlwa 
to  be  tiw  merest  phantom.  8o  fiv  Ihnn  being 
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upeoie,  representing  specie,  or  resting  on  specie, 
or  being  neceauuvj  converted  into  specie  on 
ilemaiid,  they  aro  nothing  but  credit,  credit, 
credit,  throughont. 

Since  the  days  of  tbe  deposit  bank  of  Amster- 
dam, banlc  notes  never  have  represented  specie. 
The  first  act  of  a  bank,  even  when  specie  was 
actoally  paid  in,  which  waa  rarelj  the  case,  was 
to  get  dear  of  it,  except  a  small  portion,  by 
lending  it  ont  The  real  bank  ci4)itaj,  on  woidi 
tbey  mainly  did  business,  wm  the  notes  dis* 
counted,  which  rested  on  the  credit  <tf  the  draw- 
ers and  endorsers,  and  on  thdr  oedit  and  sol- 
Tenoy  depended  the  credit  and  solvency  of  the 
banks.  It  was,  in  fact,  their  ore^t;  converted 
into  bank  notes,  and  backed  by  the  Qovem- 
ment  credit,  on  which  bank  onrrency  rested. 

The  Senator  seems  to  think  that  it  is  impos- 
dble  to  bring  and  keeETTreasnrr  notes  at  par 
with  gold  and  silver.  In  reply,  he.  wonld  refer 
to  the  fact  already  mmtionca.  It  appeared  by 
the  Intelligencer,  now  on  hia  table,  that  they 
are  now  at  par  with  specie  at  New  York.  Bat 
ho  had  a  mnch  stronger  foct  The  Prossian 
Government,  which  he  regarded  as  the  best 
administered  at  present  in  Europe,  had  a  per- 
roanent  issue  of  Treasury  not«0  of  a  large 
amount  which  were  not  («ily  at  par  with 
specie,  but  habitually  bore  a  premium ;  which 
completely  refutes  the  assertion  of  the  Senator. 
The  Government,  in  all  civilized  bonntries,  is 
Hie  great  money  dealer.  Its  fiscal  action  per- 
vades the  whole  community^  and  affects,  more 
or  less,  every  individual  in  it,  and  it  must,  of 
course,  create  a  general  demand  for  whatever 
it  receives  and  disbnrses  as  money  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  fiscal  concerns.  To  this  our 
Government  adds  the  possession  of  a  boundless 
and  fertile  dom^n,  which  ia  in  the  course  of 
rapid  seltlement,  and  that  necessarily  creates 
an  extensive  demand  for  whatever  is  received 
in  payment  for  it.  It  is  these  demandi  which 
wiu  ever  keep  tnasoxj  notes  at  par  falue^  un- 
less die  due  THoportion  between  demand  and 
supply  flhonla  be  transcended,  or  bank  notes,  or 
some  other  medium  other  thua  gold  and  sUver, 
be  permitted  to  supply  their  place. 

Mr.  WxBSTBB.  1  wish  it  always  to  be  under- 
stood that,  when  I  insisted  that  the  Ooyem- 
ment  should  pay  in  specie.  I  always  added,  *'  or 
the  equivalent  of  specie,"  becanse  specie-pay- 
ing bank  notes  are  equivalent  to  specie.  Un- 
der the  resolution  of  1816,  every  thing  was 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
cash.  ^And  why  did  we  allow  the  payment  of 
specie-'paying  bank  notes  ?  It  was  for  the  sake 
of  convenience.  Bat  it  was  not  Bud  that  they 
would  not  he  sul^eot  to  loss.  There  vas  dan- 
ger of  k»a,  or  at  least  no  absolute  security ; 
and  the  same  may  be  said  of  spede  itself,  for 
that  may  be  counterfeited.  My  ai^^ent  was 
this :  that  the  paper  of  specie-paying  banks 
was  received  ana  pud,  valum^  it  as  a  constant 
equivalent  to  specie ;  and  this  is  founded  on  the 
4tct  tiiat  ^lede-paying  bank  p^w  Is  the  repre- 


sentative of  specie,  liaving  that  which  it  repre- 
sents always  at  command. 

But  I  am  glad  of  one  thing :  that  the  gentie- 
man  does  not  deny  what  I  said  in  respect  to 
his  being  in  fovor  of  a  Government  paper  cur> 
rency ;  but,  ou  the  contrary,  has  confirmed  it 
If  tUs  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  of 
State  rwhta,  it  is  the  result  of  the  doctrine  of 
him  and  tus  friends ;  all  tends  to  a  Government 
paper,  a  Qdvemment  bank.  He  is  for  a  Gov* 
emment  paper,  and  I  go  ag^st  it 

I  do  not  see  that  Govenunent  p^  in  spede 
81^  the  leas  beoMise  it  uses  the  agency  of  tlie 
braks.  For  twenty  years  we  have  paid  in 
specie;  or  its  equivalent,  and  have  used  the 
banks  as  our  agents,  and  we  use  them  now. 
The  gentieman  says  be  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  bank  p^r.  But  what  says  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  I  Does  he  not  say  that  he  wiU 
reoeive  bank  notes ;  and  has  it  not  been  pro- 
clamed  as  a  great  merit  in  the  Administration 
that  they  do  receive  them  1  Does  the  gentle- 
man suppose  that  specie  is  now  paid  on  goods 
imported  ?  I  understand  Just  the  reverse,  and 
that  the  merchant's  check  is  received  for  his 
bond ;  and  this  is  Justly  considered  as  equiva- 
lent to  specie.  Therefore^  if  these  Treasury 
notes  were  sold  ia  New  York,  the  merdiant 
would  give  his  check  for  them. 

The  gentieman  seems  to  complain  that  I  ^d 
not  answer  hia  case  of  A,  B,  0.  It  was  thus, 
as  I  understood  it :  He  supposed  three  farmert 
of  equal  credit,  bnt  the  Government  says  it 
will  reoeive  the  paper  of  G.  If  that  were  the 
case,  I  should  say  it  would  be  a  very  foidish 
and  unequal  law.  Bnt  if  he  had  put  it  in  the 
case  of  0  that  his  paper  was  convertible,  on 
demand,  to  specie,  and  that  the  paper  of  the 
other  two  was  not,  he  would  then  have  a  paral- 
lel case,  and  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  0  to 
give  his  paper  this  respectability.  Bat  that  Is 
not  the  object  The  great  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is,  and  ought  to  be^  the  aecommodation 
of  the  public ;  and,  if  there  Is  an  incidental 
benefit,  that  can  be  no  oljjeotion,  but  a  recom- 
mendation. Bat  the  oljeot  is  to  accommodate 
the  public-  and  the  Government 

Mr.  Galboun  wished  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood, tiiat  he  did  not  carry  his  ideas  of  the 
Government  using  its  own  credit  beyond  the 
temporary  wants  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  con- 
venient management  of  its  fiscal  concerns. 

If  he  did  not  censure  the  Administration  for 
receiving  the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  it 
was  because  he  believed  that  the  laws  left  no 
discretion;  but,  with  his  opinion,  if  he  were 
the  Ohief  Magistrate,  and  believed  that  he  had 
a  discretion  whether  to  reoeiTe  such  notes  or 
not  he  would  not  permit  a  ddhv  of  bank  paper 
to  be  received.  There  was  a  heavy  reqwnsi- 
bility  somewhere.  We  are  renewing  our  oou- 
neotion  with  the  banks,  when  it  was  adndtted 
that  a  shook  most  agsht  fUlowat  no  distant 
day,  unksi  some  measure  was  adopted  to  pre- 
vent it  He  h(^>ed  geutl^nen  woud  bring  for» 
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vard  their  plans  for  preventing  1%  so  that  they 
miffbt  be  doly  considered. 

Mr.  Pbbston  would  give  hb  assent  In  no 
shape  or  form  to  the  establishment  of  the  repa- 
dlated  and  cont^ental  system  of  paper  money. 
Be  ahoold  meet  the  crisis  boldly,  and  not  seek 
to  bide  the  matter  under  the  garb  of  a  re-iuue 
<^  Treasary  notes.  This  bankrapt  state  of  the 
TreuDxy  mnat  have  been  known,  or  at  .least 
fiwueen.  The  sales  of  the  pablio  lands  had 
almost  entirely  ceased ;  the  revenne  from  the 
onstoiQS  was  dried  op.  Why,  then,  were  the 
States  not  called  on  for  the  restoration  of  the 
deposits  t  He  wonld  answer,  that  the  pec^le 
night  not  have  their  eyes  opened  to  BcrnUnize 
the  oondnct  of  the  present  Administraljon ; 
that  Administration  wbiob  bad  promised  so 
niach  in  the  way  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
and  done  so  little  I  That  expliuned  thb  parti- 
ality for  Treasary  issnes,  that  splendid  financial 
operation,  which  made  money  for  the  Govern- 
ment by  the  skill  of  the  engraver ;  the  object 
of  whidi  was  to  conceal  from  the  people  tiie 
state  of  embarrassment  wfaioh  misrale  had 
brought  upon  them.  It  would  appear  tbat 
when  we  got  ont  of  money,  all  we  bad  to  do 
was  to  send  to  New  York ;  a  little  steel,  and 
copper,  and  ink,  were  the  only  ingredients  ne- 
cessary for  tiie  Issue,  as  the  people  bad  already 
fbrgotten  the  Commonwealth  paper  of  the  Bev- 
olotion  and  tbe  amignate  of  France.  What 
was  the  object  of  all  this,  but  to  bring  the 
people  by  degrees  to  the  adoption  of  a  Treas- 
ury Bank.  Hr.  P.  denied  the  constitntiooal 
right  of  Congress  td  issue  bills  of  credit,  and 
for  so  high  a  right  as  that  he  would  claim  the 
tayreaa  power  ;  we  had  the  right  to  tax,  and  to 
borrow,  and  the  ennmeratiioD  of  these  powers 
rtiowed  dearly  that  the  right  to  issue  bills  of 
oredit  was  not  in  the  grant. 

Hr.  OBRRHimr  opposed  the  Wi,  on  the 
ground  tbat  this  mode  of  curing  moaey  led  to 
extraragant  isejaes,  and  therefore  ottshk  to  be 
disoourued.  In  three  years  this  Administra- 
tion, with  the  cry  of  retrenchment  and  reform, 
had  spent  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and 
now  gave  oat  an  "  mtftym^y."  If  tibis  were 
to  ooDttnue,  and  tbe  people  called  on  for  ten 
millions  every  few  months,  the  sooner  the  Ad- 
mlnistration  was  in  the  bills  of  mortality  tbe 
better  I  Nothing  conid  core  it  but  keeping  it 
from  the  money. 

Ur.  Bbowdt.  Tbe  Seoatw  from  UasBacha- 
setts  spoke  of  the  depredated  condition  of 
Tkeasoty  notes,  and  contrasted  Hiem  with  tiie 
notes  of  the  banks,  greatiy  to  the  adrantage 
of  the  latter.  One  of  tbe  arguments  of  that 
gentleman,  predicated  on  this  assumption,  was, 
that  Treasury  notes  should  not  be  offered  to 
the  creditors  of  the  Government,  bat  that  they 
should,  at  all  times,  have  the  option  of  receiv- 
ing gold  and  silver,  or  their  eqalvaJents.  An- 
other  honorable  gentieman,  distmgaisbed  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Opposition,  took  occasion  the 
other  day  to  say,  that  the  notes  of  the  Govem- 
meot  were  infoior  in  value  to  those  of  the 
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Bank  of  the  United  States.  Now  he  (Mr.  H.) 
happened  to  have  in  his  possession  a  statanent, 
whiob  oonoluslvely  establidhed  the  contrary. 
He  saw  In  the  Price  Current  of  New  Yoik, 
dated  the  l&th  <^  this  mmitb,  that  Uiey  hod 
sold  at  par  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  were 
redeemed  in  spede;  and,  ther^bre^  thejweia 
equivalent  to  specie. 

At  the  very  time  that  the  genQeman  nttered 
the  remark  that  the  Treasury  notes  wen  m- 
ferior  to  those  of  tbe  Buik  o!  the  United 
States,  the  latter  were  four  or  five  per  cenL 
below  par,  when  the  former  were  ^wve,  or 
equal  to  it  He  fonnd,  also,  hj  the  same  paper, 
that  in  the  city  of  I^iladdphia,  Treasary  notes 
sold  at  2i  per  cent  advance.  Now  there  was 
that  difference  between  tbe  current  notes  of 
Philadelphia  and  spede ;  and  th^dbre,  at  that 
place,  tbe  Treasary  notbs  were  equal  to  specie^ 
He  took  the  occasion  to  say  that  these  error* 
and  misrepresentations  were  of  a  piece  with 
many  others  that  duly  went  out  from  this 
body.  One  of  the  mat  objects  a  oaUaa 
political  party  seemed  to  be  to  assanlt  and  de- 
stroy tlie  orwit  and  character  of  the  Govcn- 
ment  of  the  United  States ;  and  while  tbey  ^ 
that,  they,  in  the  same  breath,  sought  to  elevate 
the  credit  and  character  of  the  Bank  ci  tiie 
United  States.  Soch  assaults  wore  not  only 
against  the  credit  and  character  of  tbe  Goveni- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  but  they  were 
against  the  honor  and  character  of  tbe  people 
of  the  United  States ;  for  the  people  and  the 
Government  were  identified,  both  in  cre^t  and 
in  character ;  and  their  pecuniary  and  potitlcsl 
.interests  were  indissoluUy  connected  tog^hw. 

No  man  was  more  averse  to  an  extTavagant 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  than  he  wss. 
He  was  one  of  that  sdiool,  who  bdieved  that 
a  rigid  and  jodicions  econcn&y,  in  tbe  maoage- 
ment  of  Uie  pnblio  finances,  waa  essential  to 
the  preftrration  of  onr  institatlona.  But  Uw 
Government  was  embamssed,  and  that  embar- 
rassment was  bron^  about,  not  by  its  ote 
acts,  but  by  a  great  moneyed  power,  acting  in 
concert  with  a  certdn  political  party,  whose 
only  hopes  of  soccess  re^ed  in  destroying  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  drying  up  tiie 
renoiycee  and  commerce  of  their  country.  It 
was  one  of  a  series  of  actions,  put  into  opera- 
tion for  several  years  past,  to  arrest  tbe  fimmdal 
operations  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  tbat  the  Jonnals  of  both  Houses 
of  OtHigFess  might  be  very  safely  a^iealed  t^ 
showing  that  the  c^tpontioai  to  PnaUeat  Jack- 
son's adminiBtratiai  had  almost  uniA«iBly 
ftvored  a  pR^bse  and  ratrsvagant  upendJtnre 
of  tbe  public  money.  When  be  had  first  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  which  was  at  the  first 
session  of  Congress  after  t^e  late  Frendent 
■came  into  office,  he  had  found  tbe  Oppoatkn, 
which  was  mainly  composed  of  tbe  old  Amer- 
ican System  party,  almost  nnifonnly  urging 
and  voting  for  the  most  wasteful  appn^riatkns 
of  the  public  mtmey.  There  was  no  system 
of  pendonhi^  however  great  the  charge  which 
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t  -was  likely  to  bring  on  the  Treasory,  that 
lid  not,  in  the  main,  meet  their  &vor  and  snp* 
tort.     There  was  no  ol^eot  of  internal  hn- 
trovement,  howeTer  improper  and  nnoonstitn- 
ional,  that  it  did  not  find  nom  them  a  warm 
ympsthy  and  ready  advocacy.  They  were, 
n  the  roun,  as  a  part^,  the  supporters  of  the 
^at  project  for  a  national  road  from  Buffalo 
lO  New  Orleans,  the  cost  of  which  was  enti- 
nated  at  from  fifteen  to  twenty  millions  of 
lollars.    It  was  this  profuse  system  of  extrav- 
iganoe,  which  at  that  day  found  so  much 
favor  with  the  Opposition,  that  led  to  tiie 
memorable  veto  of  President  Jackson,  on 
the  ocoasion  of  the  Haysvtlle  road  hill;  at 
which  time  bills  were  pending  before  Con- 
gress for  various  projects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, the  estimated  cost  of  which  was  largely 
Dpvards  of  otle  hundred  millions,  and  whicli 
were  mostly  arrested  by  that  memorable  deei- 
non  of  the  President,  aind  tiie  pnbUc  Trtttsory 
sftved  from  a  system  of  the  most  wasteful 
prodigality.   It  was  true,  that  when  some  sur- 
plus had  b^un  to  accnmulate  in  the  Treasury, 
and  a  plan  for  distribution  among  the  Btates 
had  l>een  formed,  the  language  of  economy  had 
sometimes  been  beard  from  that  quarter.  It 
was  a  much  more  rapid  and  expeditions  way 
of  operating  on  public  opinion,  to  act  on  entire 
States,  than  by  the  slower  and  more  detailed 
plan  of  acting  on  sections,  by  granting  appro- 
priations for  roads,  rivers,  &c.    Hence  this 
change,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  plan  of  tiie  Oppo- 
sition and  American  System  party.   In  this 
point  of  view  he  had  always  regarded  the 
possession  of  a  sarplns  more  as  &  sonrce  of  weak- 
ness than  of  patronage  to  those  In  power.  By 
the  dexterous  use  which  the  Opposition  had 
i>een  disposed  to  miUce  of  it,  it  nsd  been  in 
reality  tnmed  agtdnst  ^e  Administration,  and 
had  been  a  source  of  patronage  to  tiiose  out 
of  power,  to  wd  their  designs  in  obbdning 
power. 

Mr.  B.  said,  therefore,  on  a  review  of  the 
whole  coarse  and  policy  of  the  two  ^eat 
political  parties  in  this  cotmtry,  that  no  impar- 
tial mind  conld  fail  to  arrive  at  the  conclnsion, 
that  Uie  policy  of  the  late  and  present  Ad- 
ministrations had,  by  favoring  a  rednetlon  of 
dotiea,  and  restricUng  ^propriations  tat  inter- 
nal improvementa,  greatly  promoted  economy 
in  the  public  expenditure,  in  comparison  with 
the  system  of  extravagance  which  wonld  have 
prevfdled  if  the  policy  of  the  Opporition  had 
socoeeded.  It  was  not  for  those  who  had  in- 
trodaoed  and  established  an  exorbitant  system 

duties  and  taxes,  by  which  large  and  unne- 
cessary sums  were  brooght  into  the  Treasury, 
to  reproach  others  with  extravagance. 

Ur.  Wright  said  it  was  not  necessary  to 
takenp  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  answering 
iJl  the  misrepresentations  which  had  been 
made.  Some  of  than  were  well  understood, 
and  vonld  be  eaaily  corrected.  For  instance, 
we  have  hem  told,  said  hb  that  ten  millions 

deU  were  eoitrMted  Iq^  the  blU  <^the  extra 


session,  and  that  ten  millions  more  wore  asked 
for  now.  Kow  every  gentleman  knew  that 
ten  millions  conld  not  be  exceeded,  and  that 
not  one  ddlar  of  Treasury  notes  eonid  be 
issued  nnder  tiiis  bill,  except  to  supply  the 
place  of  a  note  that  had  been  redeemed  and 
cancelled.  "With  reference  to  the  amendment 
proposing  to  reduce  the  issue  of  Treasury  notes 
to  two  millions,  he  would  observe  that  there 
were  the  expenditures  under  the  Grencral  Ap> 
propriation  and  Navy  bills  to  be  provided  for, 
and,  in  addition  «to  that,  a  bill  to  meet  the 
expense  of  the  Florida  war  mnst  soon  bo 
expected  here ;  and  from  information  they  had, 
at  least  two  millions  had  been  expended  on 
that  object  alone,  and  drafts  to  a  large  amount 
for  ttiat  service  were  wmting  here  ibr  the 
necessary  appropriations  to  pay  tliem. 

lir.  Bbntor  rose  for  the  purpose  of  answep- 
ing  the  quesUon  how  the  Treasury  came  to  be 
at  present  oat  of  money.  He  should  be  able 
to  answer  that  question  out  of  the  book,  and 
in  such  a  way  that  there  shoidd  not  be  a  man, 
woman,  or  child,  in  the  country  but  wonld  be 
able  to  understand  it.  It  was  because  the 
Congress  of  1836  distributed  among  t^o  States 
not  onl^  the  sfirplus,  but  nine  millions  of 
appropriated  moneys,  pf  r.  B.  here  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  show- 
ing this  fact.] 

By  the  act  of  Congress  of  1796,  every  appro- 
priation made  by  Congress  moat  remain  two 
years  to  be  applied  to  the  object  for  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  then,  if  not  applied 
for,  it  was  to  go  into  tha  surplus  fhnd.  When 
the  bill  of  1^6  was  passed,  this  policy  of  the 
Government  was  violated,  and  it  took  oil  the 
money  in  the  Treasury  on  a  oertun  day, 
whether  it  was  q>propriated  or  not  The 
distribution  waff  peremptory  on  that  head,  and 
divided  the  money,  not  that  which  remained 
after  answering  the  appropriations,  bat  that 
which  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  stave-off  policy  was  pursued 
then,  as  now,  and  it  was  midsummer  before 
the  appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  stated,  there  was  a  recapture  of 
the  appropriations.  He  denounced  the  recap- 
ture at  the  time,  and  at  tiie  ensning  session, 
when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, showing  that  $9,646,000  had  been  recim- 
tured,  he  cdled  for  tiie  objects  for  which  the 
appropriations  thus  recaptured  had  been  made^ 
and  a  detailed  statement  was  made  by  the 
Secretary  explaining  them.  These  facts  were 
known  to  every  gentleman  here,  notwithstand- 
ing it  is  represented  to  the  people  that  the 
Treasury  is  destitute  in  consequence  of  extrava- 
gance. If  he  had  known  that  these  statements 
would  have  been  made,  he.  would  have  pro- 
vided himself  with  the  document,  and  shown 
the  portion  of  these  appropriations  that  had 
been  recaptured.  These  Treasury  notes  were 
now  wanted  to  pay  for  tliem.  He  took  his 
stand,  (Ur.  B.  saldO  with  five  or  Ax  others, 
against  this  IMstribnticm  bill,  and  he  now  con- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C7« 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THS 


Mat,  1886.] 

gratulatedfaimselfthatbehaddoneso.  Tbecon- 
aeqnenees  resnlting  from  this  bill  had  shown  that 
he  iru  ri^it  He  said  at  the  time  titat  it  was 
an  illurion;  that  there  was  no  money;  that 
it  was  all  bank  credits,  that  would  Tanidi  Into 
nothing  as  soon  as  the  banks  were  called  npon. 
He  remembered  a  former  occasion,  when  all 
this  BOHR  of  a  sarpluB  was  sung  in  the  same 
kej,  and  ended  rery  much  in  the  Barae 
manner.  Wlien  he  came  into  Congress,  in  Hr. 
Monroe's  time,  we  bad  an  income  of  forty  mil- 
lions, and  a  surplus  of  nine  njillions,  and  in  the 
next  there  was  not  a  dollar — no  recapture. 
In  the  first  year  he  was  here,  eight  millions 
were  borrowed,  and  tbnt  too  within  a  year 
after  Hr.  Monroe  had  called  on  Congress  to 
know  what  to  do  with  the  snrplna. 

Mr.  Talluadoi  recollected  the  word  "  bam- 
iootUdJ"  It  had  been  quoted  by  &e  Senator 
as  often  in  1886  as  to-day,  and  was  a  kind  of 
catch  phrase  nsed  for  political  effect  Mr.  T. 
contended  that  If  the  deposit  law  bad  gone 
into  operation  as  originally  intended,  all  the 
present  disasters  would  have  been  avoided, 
lie  Senator  fVom  Missouri  has  told  ns  that 
be  was  proud  he  was  one  of  the  six  that  had 
stopd  up  against  that  measure,  and  that  he  had 
warned  gentlemen  at  the  time  that  it  would 
destroy  the  banks.  It  so  happened  that  two 
of  the  cashiers  of  banks  of  New  York  had  told 
him  to  take  the  money  ont  of  their  hands,  and 
deposit  it  with  the  States,  and  that  conversa- 
tion was  what  induced  him  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  that  effect.  It  was  weH  known 
the  President  said  he  woald  veto  such  a  biH ; 
and  with  this  threat  of  the  veto  over  our 
beads,  the  bill  was  not  passed  as  originally 
drafted.  If  it  had,  we  auonld  now  have  hiul 
any  money  that  we  might  have  wanted,  had  it 
not  been  for  Executive  interference.  If  this 
act  hod  not  been  passed,  wbich  arrested  the 
eight  or  nine  millions  that  the  Senator  spoke 
of;  where  would  the  gentleman  now  nave 
been  if  bis  ma^iflcent  schemes  of  fortifications 
bad  been  carried  out?  If  the  report  sent  in 
by  Secretary  Cass  had  not  had  the  effect  to 
arrest  this  extravagant  appropriation,  instead 
of  now  being  called  on  for  ten  millions,  we 
■hoold  be  required  to  give  twenty  or  thirty 
millions. 

Mr.  Crittkndkn'  said  be  did  not  understand 
how  this  nine  millions  was  recaptured, 

Mr.  Bkston.  Here  take  the  book  and  read  it. 

After  some  remarks  ftom  Mr.  CBrrrBKDEK, 

Mr.  BumiN  said  he  meant  to  speak  out  of 
the  book,  inasmuch  as  the  Senator  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Tallmadgb)  bad  denied  that  the 
distribution  act  bad  contributed  to  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  banks,  and  gave  as  his  authority 
information  derivcu  from  gentlemen  who  were 
directors  of  two  of  the  New  York  banks.  Now 
he  had  a  report  made  by  Mr.  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  others,  at  a  convention  of  the  city  of  New 
Twk  banks,  and  aa  that  report  was  made  for 
dl  of  them,  the  two  banks  allnded  to  by  the 
Senator  moat  have  been  of  the  number.  The 
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report  waa  made  before  a  meeting  of  all  the 
banks  of  the  city,  and  q>proved  of  1^  tha 
whole  of  them. 

Now  here  was  an  enumeration  of  tbe  cansei 
which  produced  a  stoppage  of  the  New  YoA 
banks.  Foot  causes  were  given ;  and  one  at 
them  waa  the  simultaoeous  withdrawal  of  the 
public  deposits,  etc.  Now,  what  caused  tbe 
withdrawal  of  the  public  deposits  t  It  was 
caused  by  tbe  distribution  act,  and  not  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  is  what  he 
asserted;  and  he  was  supported  in  the  aaser- 
tion  by  all  the  banks  of  New  York.  None 
of  the  extravagant  appropriations  were  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  New  York  banks. 
His  fortification  bill  was  not  mentioned ;  and 
even  the  Specie  Circular  was  not  tbou^t  o£ 

Mr.  Oalhoitn  said  ^at  the  neoearaty  of 
passing  tlie  Deposit  act  of  1886  waa  so  impe- 
rious, and  jta  benefits  so  manifest,  that  it  re- 
quired but  little  to  be  said  in  its  vindica&HL 
Such  was  the  urgency,  that  it  is  well  known 
many  who  were  dimdined  to  the  meas- 
ure, felt  compelled  to  give  it  their  reluctant 
support,  as  tbe  only  possible  means  of  extricat- 
ing tbe  country  from  overwhelming  difficulties 
and  of  saving  any  portion  of  the  immense  sor- 
pluB  that  had  accumulated  in  the  Treasury,  and 
which  was  still  d^ly  augmenting.  If  there 
had  been  no  other  ailment  in  its  favor,  the 
one  which  is  so  clearly  stated  and  forribly 
urged  in  the  late  report  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee on  the  resolutions  of  tbe  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  (Hr.  Cut,)  waaall-snffideot.  That 
document  clearlj;  proves,  as  was  urged  at  ih» 
time,  that  a  vicious  circle  bad  been  formed 
from  tbe  deposit  banks  to  the  speculators  in 
land,  and  trom  them  to  tbe  land  offices,  and 
thence  again  to  the  banks ;  by  whicJi  mijiiom 
of  millions  of  the  choicest  porti<m8  of  tbe 
public  domain  were,  at  evety  revolutiwi, 
passed  from  tbe  peojile  to  tbe  speculators  for 
worthless  bank  notes.  Every  time  tbe  wheel 
went  round  the  surplus  was  increased,  and  the 
cai)acity  for  another  and  more  sweeping  revo- 
lution augmented  in  tbe  some  proportion. 
Tbe  Deposit  act,  by  withdrawing  the  funds 
from  tbe  banks,  and  placing  them  in  tbe  safe- 
keeping of  the  States,  cut  and  destroyed  this 
circle,  and  broke  down tJie  speculation;  which, 
\  if  it  had  continued  another  year  unchecked, 
would  have  transferred  most  of  the  puUk 
lands  worth  having  from  the  Government  to 
those  whom  tiie  banks  might  choose  to  des- 
ignate. It  did  more:  it  saved  the  large 
amount  which  was  withdrawn  from  tbe  banks, 
and  safely  deposited  with  the  States,  much  <d 
wbicb,  without  it,  must  neoessatily  have  bew 
lost 

But  we  are  told  that  tbe  withdrawal  of  tbe 
frinds  from  tbe  banks  was  tbe  cause  of  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payment  That  tbe  manner  in 
wbicb  it  was  done  accelerated  that  event,  he 
did  not  doubt ;  but  It  was  idle  and  prepoder- 
ous  to  suppose  tSiat  the  sospension  woiud  not 
have  takui  place  without  it.  *  The  aj^Hxndnuta 
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cause  of  that  was  the  indebtedness  of  the 
banks  beyond  their  means  of  payment ;  and 
the  withdrawal  of  the  deposits  so  far  from  con- 
tributing to  its  increase,  was  the  most  effectual 
measure  that  could  be  devised  to  arrest  its 
furtiier  progress. 

But  we  are  also  tdd  that  it  la  the  cause  of 
the  present  embairassment  of  the  TVeasniy,  and 
that  if  we  ooold  command  the  deports  with  the 
States,  we  should  have  ample  means.  That  is 
true ;  but  he  did  not  regard  it  an  evlL  It  is, 
on  the  contrary,  a  great  good,  and  one  in- 
tended by  the  passage  of  the  act  In  the 
midst  of  the  vast  profusion  of  means,  which 
the  now  expiring  protective  tariff  poured  into 
tbe  Treasury,  the  Government  had  lost  all  con- 
ception of  economy  and  aooouutabUity. 

He  foresaw  the  evil,  and  recommended,  some 
years  since,  in  a  report  on  Executive  patronage, 
the  measure  now  complained  of,  as  the  only 
effectual  remedy  for  uie  great  and  growing 
danger.  Be  then  saw  ^ar^  that  nothing 
could  reach  the  evil,  but  the  withdrawal  of  the 
snrplns  revenae,  whloh  eoold  only  be  eflbcted 
by  placing  it  in  the  custody  of  the  States. 
"Hiis  the  deposit  act  did,  and  its  operation  now 
be^ns  to  tell.  The  Government  can  no  long- 
er mdnlge  in  boundless  extravagance.  It  must 
economize. 

Among  those  who  bad  resisted  extravagant 
E^>propriatiouB,  he  had  constantly  stood;  and 
he  now  gave  notice,  that  he  would  support  no 
party  that  did  not  make  economy  and  aoconnt- 
ability  &  leading  arUde  in  their  creed  and 
practice.  They  were  essential  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  free  institutions.  -  He  regarded  fifteen 
millions  annnally  as  ample  for  the  snpport  of 
the  Government,  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
He  heUered.  indeed,  that  it  might  be  well  ad- 
ministered for  three  milUons  len,  allowing  for 
tho  navy  five  or  riz  miUions  annually.  Mr. 
Monroe's  adminlstratiQn,  which  was  charged 
with  extravagance,  did  not  average  more  than 
ten,  deducting  the  payinent  on  the  national 
debt,  although  the  pensions  then  were  nearly 
OS  great  as  at  present 

Mr.  0.  said  that  his  coHeagae  had  made  an 
objection  against  the  constitAitiooality  of  this 
blU,  which  he  deemed  proper  to  notice.  It  was 
a  rule  with  him,  where  the  constitution  is  sup- 
posed to  be  involved,  to  bestow  his  serious  con- 
sideration before  ho  acted;  and,  if  he  saw 
reasons  to  doubt,  not  to  give  his  assent  He 
had  e(miplied  with  the  rule  in  this  oaae,  and  the 
result  was  a  clear  conTietion  that  the  biU  was 
oonstitntional.  The  right  had  been  exercised 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government, 
without  being  before  questioned ;  and,  aooord- 
ing  to  his  conception,  came  within  the  powos 
expressly  granted  to  Congress  to  borrow  money, 
which  meant  neither  more  nor  less  than  to 
ruse  supplies  on  the  public  credit.  Interest 
was  not  essential  to  borrowing ;  and  it  would 
be  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the  framers  of  the 
constitution  intended  to  authorize  the  raidng 
of  supi^iee  with  interest,  and  to  pn^bit  it 
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without  it  He  denied  that  Treasury  notes  were 
bills  of  credit  in  any  proper  seuse  of  those 
terms.  They  wore  intended  to  raise  sup- 
plies to  meet  a  temporary  deficit  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  were,  in  fiuit,  nothing  more  than 
means  of  antidpating  the  revenue. 

His  colleagM  is  the  Btrennona  advocate  of 
the  joint  resolntioa  ot  1816,  which  authorizes 
the  collection  of  the  public  dues  in  the  notes 
of  the  specie-paying  banks,  and  has  no  scruples 
as  to  the  right  of  collecting  in  the  notes  of 
banks  that  do  not  pay  specie.  How,  no  one 
will  deny  that  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  bank 
notes  in  the  dues  of  the  Government,  is  virtu- 
ally to  endorse  on  each  note  that  it  shall  be 
received  in  the  public  dnes;  or  that,  if  the 
Government  had  the  right  to  do  tiie  one,  it  had 
the  right  to  do  the  other.  Nor  will  it  be 
denied,  that  if  the  Government  has  the  ri^t  to 
write  on  the  back  of  a  bank  note,  that  it  will 
be  received  in  the  public  due&  it  has  an  eqnal 
right  to  write  the  same  on  a  blank  piece  <tf  pa- 
per, or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  to  nuke  a 
IVrasory  note.  The  trath  is,  that  to  anthmize 
bank  notes  to  be  reodved  in  the  public  dne^  is 
neitjier  more  nor  less  than  to  make  them,  to 
that  extent,  Treasnry  notes,  and  is,  pro  tonte, 
as  much  the  making  and  issuing  such  notes  as 
if  done  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  Uurd  reading. 

TcAS.— Hessra.  Allen,  Brown,  BuchaniD,  Oslhoon, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Cuthbert,  Fulton,  Onmdy,  Hub* 
bard.  King,  Linn,  LumpUn,  Morris,  Moaton,  Mcho- 
Ub,  Nile&  Norrell,  I^erce,  Roue,  BdHDsoD,  Sevier, 
&nith  of  ConnecUcnt,  Strange,  Trotter,  WUUams, 
Wrii^t,  and  ToanK--27. 

Nats.— Heasrs.  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  McKeui,  Uerrick,  F^ton,  Robbing, 
Spence,  Swift,  TaUmtdge,  Webster,  and  White— IS. 


HOTTBE  07  BEFKESSlTTATrVBS. 

Satubdat,  May  19. 
The  Hon.  Licnr  Banks,  member  elect  from 
the  State  of  Yirginia,  in  Uie  place  of  Mr.  Pat- 
ton,  iq[>peared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Tdudat,  May  89. 

Korth-eeut  Boundary. 

The  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  the  State  of 
Mfune  for  aggressions,  &g.,  committed  on  her 
bonndi^,  was  takm  up  on  its  refiveno& 

Mr.  Evam  said:  Tne  Message  referred  to 
claims  of  the  State  (tf  M^ne  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  relation 
to  the  boundary,  but  that  he  considered  the 
least  important  question  for  consideratioo. 
Mune,  he  said,  was  averse  tathe  original  prop- 
osition, which  was  made  on  the  SOth  of  April, 
188&;  and  there  had  been  a  controversy 
between  the  General  and  State  Governments 
ever  dnce,  and  they  could  never  agree,  but  the 
original  proposition  has  been  coupled  with  a 
hi^ily  ol^eotiooaUe  principle  of  surveying  and 
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exploration.  It  went  to  limit  and  restrict  the 
oommission,  and  instead  of  allowing  tbem  to 
examine  and  mn  the  line  aooording  to  the 
treaty,  they  wonld  be  compelled  to  ran  a  line 
different  from  that  heretofore  contended  for. 
They  wonld  be  allowed  to  depart  from  the  tme 
norOi  line,  and  ran  a  Hoe  weitward,  which 
wonM  be  in  eftct  an  abandonment  of  all  the 
daims  mode  on  onr  pari  ICaine  indsted  that 
the  oommisri(m  sboold  not  be  reacted  by  any 
tiling  bnt  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  because  it 
was  apparent  that  the  restrictions  prc^iosed 
wonld  all  operate  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Brit- 
on. The  Government  of  Great  Britidn  propos- 
ed that  the  commisrion  should  ascertun  a  point 
in  the  highlands,  which  divide  the  waters,  and 
it  would  inevitably  give  them  the  whole  terri- 
tory in  dispnte,  for  the  commissioners  would 
'  certainly  stop  at  the  only  point  where  they 
conld  agree,  and  that  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
point  south  of  Hars  Hill,  where  they  had  ^waya 
been  willing  the  line  should  run.  He  went  into 
an  ezaminal^on  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  and 
referred  to  variona  acta  of  pailiammt  and  proc- 
lamations, tf^ther  witii  the  orl^al  cluuters 
of  the  provinces  of  Mawachnaetta,  Qaebec,  and 
Nova  Scotia,  and  contended  that  tiie  origmal 
boundary  of  Massachusetts,  (now  Haine,)  was 
upon  the  river  St  Lawrence ;  and  after  the  act 
of  Paiiiament  in  1784,  which,  he  contended, 
confirmed  and  reocmnized  the  boundary  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  rererred  to  the  north-west 
an^e  of  that  province  as  tho  starting  point  to 
mn  the  boundary  of  Maine,  and  from  that  Ume 
to  this,  the  angle,  as  mentioned  In  the  treaty, 
bad  been  ftaUy  recognized,  and  well  known. 
But  he  objected  to  the  terms  of  the  commis^on, 
that  they  omitted  altogether  to  take  that  start- 
ing point,  and  proposed  to  find  another  and  a 
di^ent  one;  and  aU  the  evidence  ctRitfuned 
in  chartraa,  treaties,  acts  of  Fariiament,  and 
muM,  was  to  be  left  ont  of  their  eonrideratlon. 

Mr.  FAmnsLD  referred  to  and  read  several 
papers  to  show  that  the  proposition  of  the 
American  Government  would  be  favorable,  and 
that  it  was  ogreed  in  the  conditiona  that  the 
award  of  the  commisBion  shoold  be  final  and 
binding  upon  the  parties;  and  he  thought  it 
woold  lead  to  a  just  and  satisfactory  award. 

Mr.  OusHiKa  went  into  a  protest  agunst  the 
terms  proposed  for  the  commission,  and  said 
that  Great  Britain  had  always  dedued  that 
would  stop  south  of  the  bonndary  claimed, 
and  would  never  consent  to  go  further  north 
than  Mars  Hill.  He  considered  the  American 
proportion  was  an  entire  abandonment  of  the 
daans  of  this  country.  It  was  gelding  to  the 
false  assnmptioo  that  there  were  no  sudi  high- 
lands aa  were  described  in  tho  treaty,  which 
were  to  be  reached  by  a  tine  running  dne  north 
from  the  north-east  angle  of  Nova  Scotia.  This 
fUse  assumption  had  been  made  by  Great  Brit- 
lin,  and  by  consenting  to  the  proportion,  onr 
Government  would  lield  the  point,  because,  by 
consenting  to  run  a  line  In  a  rlifferent  direction 
to  otiter  nighlanda,  it  would  tXHioede  that  no 


such  hif^ilands  existed  as  were  mentjcmedk 
the  treaty.  Anotlier  objection  was  that  Qrait 
Britain  had,  in  the  negotiations  of  1783,  and  ta 
1814,  assert^  that  the  United  States  held  A 
their  lands  as  a  grantee,  and  coold  hold  no  tw- 
ritory  to  which  they  could  not  show  a  litte  bj 
deed.  This  gronnd  be  was  di^wsed  to  resut  as 
&tal  and  &lse,  involving  qnestions  of  boondai; 
wherever  our  frontier  met  with  that  of  Gnat 
Britain. 


Wedxbsdat,  May  30. 
S^retentatiM*  fivm  Mimimippi. 

Mr.  Gablakd,  of  Louinana,  aud  he  had  to  an- 
noanoe  to  tho  House  that  the  agreeable  dnty 
bad  been  confided  to  him,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
extremely  agreeable  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
members  of  the  House,  that  uie  people  oC  Mis- 
sissippi had  re-affirmed  the  election  made  by 
tbemsdves  in  November  last,  in  aendli^  Sn- 
OBANT  S.  VvKstrm  and  Thomas  J.  Wom^  as 
their  representatives  in  the  25th  Oongreas. 

Means.  FBBireua  and  Wobd  then  presatfad 
themselves  for  qnalifloation,  and  as  the  SruxB 
was  about  to  administer  the  oath — 

Mr.  Pbbntibs  s^d,  before  taking  the  oath,  ha 
wished  to  state  his  ot^ectlons,.  Thon^  rieeted 
by  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippt,  in  the 
election  just  taken  plaoe,  he  himself  did  not 
believe  that  election  to  be  oonstitotional  or  val- 
id. In  taking  the  oath,  sir,  sud  he,  I  shall  take 
it  under  the  prevlons  election,  in  November 
last,  and  not  under  the  recent  one,  beoanee,  in 
our  conscienoes,  we  do  not  bdieve  the  latter  to 
be  constitotional  or  valid. 

.Sswtrim  ^<A«  TVwHury  S^eeU  Order. 
Mr.  SnmM  called  for  the  reading  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Reaotvtd  by  tkt  Senate  and  Hmm  o/  BcpraaUa- 
tivet  «f  tlu  United  Stattt  of  America  in  Oom^rm 
atsenMed,  That  itriiallnot  belawftdfor  tbeSeoe- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  make,  otto  oootiDDe  in  font, 
any  general  order  which  shall  create  any  difltavno* 
between  the  Afferent  branches  of  revaine,  as  to  (faa 
mimey  or  medium  of  paTment  in  which  dcMs  ordaci 
accnuDg  to  the  United  States  may  be  paid. 

Mr.  Boon  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  the  main  question  order- 
ed, and  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  .third 
reading- 
Mr.  Booh  scud  he  would  content  himself  wiA 
demanding  the  previous  qnestion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand,  and  the 
main  question,  being  on  the  passageof  the  reso- 
lution, having  thus  been  ordered  thereon— 
The  yeas  and  nays  were — 
Tkas. — Vessrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Eeman  iJiea, 
John  W,  Allen,  Anderson,  Aycrinc,  Banks,  Ban^ 
Bell,  Bicknell,  BiddleJBond,  Boon,  Bri^  Brodbead, 
Bronson,  Buchanan,  William  B.  Calhonn,  Jtdm  Cai- 
hoon,  William  B.  Campbdl,  Casey,  Cbambov,  Oa^ 
man,  Cheatham,  ChUds,  Glaik,  Oonnor,  Ow-win,  Oraig, 
Crary,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Coshii^,  Dawson,  Davee, 
Daviea,  DeOraS;  De&nia,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Kvaoa,  Kr»- 
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tt,  Ewin^,  fUrfleM,  Richard  Flatciier,  KUmore,  G«l- 
James  GariftDd,  Rice  OuUnd,  Gltsoock,  Ooode, 
''UUam  QnUiaiD,  Grnntluid,  Gnves,  GriiBQ,  Haley, 
all,  Hftlstead,  Hamer,  Uarlao,  HutingB,  Hawei), 
AjneAf  Henry,  Herod,  HoQhian,  Hopkius,  Howard, 
obert  M.  T.  Hnnter,  iDefaam,  Thomas  B.  Jacbson, 
abez  Jacluoo,  Joseph  Jobnaon,  Nathaniel  Jones, 
lemble,  Kilgore,  IQiogensmith,  Legare,  liocoln, 
oomis^  Uallory,  HarviD,  James  U.  Hason,  Samson 
[ason,  Martin,  Uaury,  Uay,  Uazwell,  Robert  Hc- 
Icllan,  McKcnnan,  Hercer,  MltUgan,  Uitchell,  HonU 
ornery,  Moi^an,  Calvary  Uorris,  Hurray,  Kaylor, 
foble,  Noyes^  Ogle,  Owens,  Pannenter,  Patterson, 
*eck,  Pennybiwiker,  Phelps,  I^ckena,  Pope,  Potts, 
»r«tt,  John  H.  Prentise,  Sergeant  S.  Prentisa,  Rari- 
Icn,  Bandolph,  Reed,  Reily,  Rencber,  Ridgway,  Rob* 
rtson,  Robinson,  Rnmsey,  Russell,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 
iheffer,  Augustine  H.  Bhepperd,  Chaifes  Shepard, 
shields,  Slade,  Snyder,  Stanly,  Stiurt,  Sbatton,  Talia- 
erro,  Taylor,  TiUioghast,  Titus,  Toland,  Underwood, 
iTanderreer,  Webster,  Albert  S.  White,  John  White, 
Slisba  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittles^,  Lewis 
nniliams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Joseph  L.  Williams, 
Christopher  H.  Williams,  Wise,  Word,  Wortbington, 
Ifcll,  and  Torke— IM. 

Kats. — Messrs.  Atbcrton,  Bouldin,  Cambreleng, 
Clowney,  Coles,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Duncan,  Far- 
rington,  baac  Fletcher,  Ft7,  Hai^son,  Holt,  Hubley, 
Kcim,  Leadbetter,  Logan,  McKay,  Abraham  McClellan, 
MeOlure,  Moore,  Farris,  Petriken,  lUvea,  Sb«^, 
grocer,  Thomas,  Tnmey,  mi  Jand  W.  Williams 
—29. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fbidat,  Jane  1. 

lotea  TerritGrp — Motion  ta  make  ih«  Tenure  nf 
Judge*  during  Good  Behacior — StAeeUd  m- 
emm  the  Conetitution  doet  not  affly  to  Ter- 
ritorUt. 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  the  order  of  the  day, 
the  bill  to  divide  the  Territoiy  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  establish  the  Territorial  goremment  of 
Iowa. 

Ur.  Cl&t,  of  AUbama,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  making  the  tenure  trf  office  of  the  Jod^ 
dining  good  behavior,  instead  of  for  foor  years, 
as  in  the  bill. 

Ifr.  Sbvieb  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
of  the  tncoQvenienoe  of  having  offioers  for  life, 
who  must  be  continued  in  office,  no  matter  how 
unqualified,  nnless  they  oonld  be  convicted  un- 
der an  Impeachment,  which  was  exceedingly  dif- 
fioalt  to  be  done.  He  thon^t  it  the  safest 
pmotice  that  the  tenure  of  office  for  all  pnblio 
servants  sboald  be  for  short  periods. 

Kr.  NoBTEix  said,  that  if  any  defect  or  incon- 
venience resulted  from  the  tenure  of  good  be- 
havior, prescribed  in  this  Mil  as  the  tenure  by 
which  the  Jndges  of  the  territory  of  Iowa  were 
to  hold  their  offices,  the  lanlt  was  In  the  Oon- 
stitntion  of  the  United  States,  The  first  section 
of  the  third  article  of  that  instmrnent  provides 
that  "the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  vested  in  one  Snpreme  Court,  and  in 
such  ittfatior  Oourtt  at  the  (^ngrm  may,  from 
ikMit1kR*jerdainmd  uMtm,  Thejodgct 


both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior  courts  ihatt 
hold  their  offieea  during  good  hehamor.*''  The 
fudges  of  the  Territories  are  the  United  States 
judges,  appointed  by  the  President  and  SenatCL 
undur  the  authority  of  laws  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  are  not  United  States  judges, 
they  must  be  foreign  judges,  or  no  judges  at  all. 
In  the  government  of  the  North-  western  Terri- 
tory, t^e  first  Territorial  government  establish- 
ed by  the  United  States,  and  established  in  the 
same  year  iif  whioh  the  constitution  waa 
framed,  a  providon  la  finmd  consdtnting  a 
court  of  three  judges ;  "  and  their  oommisdons 
shall  ccmtinue  inforoe during  good  hokaoior^ 
This  mtcf  be  conndered  a  eontemporaoeons  in- 
terpretation of  the  constitutional  provision  in 
relation  to  the  tenure  and  character  of  the  ju- 
dicial office  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  He  oouddered  the  constitution  clear 
on  this  snbject.  While,  therefore,  he  should, 
if  unrestrained  by  that  instrument,  be  in  favor 
of  a  term  of  years,  instead  of  the  term  for  life, 
he  could  not  consent  to  vote  for  the  amendment 
which  proposed  to  limit  the  tenure  of  these 
Iowa  judges  to  fonr  years. 

Uessrs,  Allesi  and  Uobbis  opposed  the  mo- 
tion, contending  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  referred  to  by  the  Senator  fnm 
Michigan,  Ad  not  amily  to  tlie  Territories. 

The  motion  of  tf  r.  OLaT,  of  Alabama,  was  lo^ 
and  after  omendmenta,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  tiiird  reading. 


HOUBE  OF  BEFBEBEHrrATTVES. 

UoKDAT,  Jane  4. 
Booht  far  Mimhen. 

Ur.  OuaniNa  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follov- 
ing  joint  resolution : 

Rttolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be  authorized  and  directed  to  deliver  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  forty  copies,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  three  hundred 
and  sixty  copies  ^in  addition  to  the  number  he  is  now 
authorized  to  debver  to  those  ofBcers)  of  the  1st  vol- 
ume of  the  4th  series,  now  published,  of  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  the  American  RevoIuUon,  pub- 
lished by  Messa.  Glaric  and  FMoe;  and  that  he 
deUvw  a  Hke  mraiber  of  copies  to  eadi  ttf  those 
officers,  of  every  snecee^ng  volume  of  that  wsric, 
as  soon  as  may  be  after  the  same  shsU  have  be»  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  publishers. 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Gerk  of  the 
House  vi  Bepresentatives  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
directed,  of  the  ot^es  so  f^mudied,  to  distribate  one 
to  each  member  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  to  each  Territorial  delegate  of  the 
23d,  24tb,  and  2Bth  Congresses,  who  are  not  entitled 
to  reoeive  the  same  under  some  former  act  or  reso- 
lution of  Congress. 

OliJeotion  beiI^;  made,  Mr.  0.  moved  a  sne- 
penrion  of  the  rales;  whtoh  prendled--afM 
104,  noes  not  counted. 

llie  resolution  wss  then  reed  twioe,  and  the 
question  bdng  on  its  autossment, 

Mr.  B(Bn>  asked  for  the  jeas  and  jacg%\  bat 
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ttie  HooM  refoBod)  and  the  other  stage  was 
pasied  to,  and  the  resolatioo  wdered  to  m  eu- 
groesed  for  a  third  reading. 


Thuesdat,  Jane  7. 
P^re-emption  Bill, 

The  Senate  "  bill  to  grant  pre-empUoa  rights 
to  actoal  settlers,"  was  taken  np. 

The  Chair  propounded  the  question  on  the 
first  amendment,  proposed  by  the  House  com- 
mittee on  the  pablio  lands,  which  wastoezoept 
from  the  operations  of  the  pre-emption,  the 
Miami  reserve  in  the  State  of  In^ana,  acquired 
by  treaty,  of  which  Uie  proclamation  waa  made 
by  the  I^«udent  of  the  United  States  on  the 
S2d  of  December  last 

Kr.  Booh  add  the  subject  under  con^deration 
was  one  of  very  deep  interest  to  a  nnmerons 
and  most  mfflitorious  dass  of  citizena  of  the  new 
States  and  Territoriea. 

Ur.  Goods  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  granting  the  reserved  alternate  sections  at 
the  price  of  $2  50  per  acre,  on  the  Uiami  canal 
line,  iu  tliat  State,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  except 
those  secUons  now  settled  and  improved. 

The  amendment  of  the  Boase  committee  was 
agreed  to. 

Ur.  Uat  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
law  granting  preemption  rishta  to  any  per- 
SMS  who  may;  now,  w  shall  hereafter,  have 
lived  twelve  months  npon  the  puldio  lands. 

By  general  consent  the  biU  and  varions 
amendments  pending,  were  all  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


IN  SENATB. 

Thubsdat,  June  T. 
FUriSa  InHan  War,  and  Charohee  Treaty  of 
1885. 

On  motion  of  Mr  "WBiaHT,  tlie  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  House  bill  maldng  ap- 
propriations for  the  preveDti(Hi  and  suppression 
of  Indian  hostilities  for  1888,  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  arrearages  in  1887. 

Mr.  Lumpkin  sud :  I  had  indulged  the  hope, 
and  still  indolge  it,  that  the  Senate  would  be 
permitted  to  act  promptly  <»  this  appropria- 
tion bill,  Titbout  Dringtog  into  its  discnmon 
the  exiting  ttmica  ot  the  llorida  and  Cherokee 
treaties,  and  the  Honda  war.  The  service  of 
the  country  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  at  thiis  time  suffering  for  the  want  of 
the  passiage  of  this  bill.  Drafts  amounting  to 
hundreds  of  thonsands  of  dollars  are  at  this  mo- 
ment pressed  upon  the  Treasury  of  the  country, 
and  cannot  be  discharged  till  we  pass  this 
bill.  The  citizens  of  the  country,  who  have 
given  full  and  fur  consideration  for  official 
and  l^al  drafts  on  your  Treasury,  ought  not  to 
be  delayed  in  receiving  their  jnst  daes. 

It  ia,  therefore,  with  extreme  relnotanoe  that 
I  ftel  myself  oaQed  uxm  to  take  some  notice  of 
the  remarks  <^  the  Senator  frcon  South  Garo- 
lina,  (Mr.  Fbmoh.) 


[2.V™  Com. 

The  gentleman,  with  Ua  naoal  eloqncDes^ 
has  eulogized  the  savage  diief  Oseola,  anicmt- 
ly  forgeWil  of  the  many  horrid  deeds  wnidi  led 
to  the  catastrophe  of  this  extraordiDai7  mm. 
When  I  hear  Oseola  eulogized  on  the  floor  of 
this  Senate,  I  can  but  remember  the  treaebesy 
of  this  much  indulged  man  to  his  friend  aaa 
benefactor,  the  lamented  General  Wiley  Tbomp- 
son  c/S  Georgia,  with  whom  I  was  long  associat- 
ed in  public  life,  and  who  was  long  a  re^>ecCed 
member  of  the  other  branch  of  Congreaa.  Tea, 
this  bloodthirsty  Oseola,  not  only  mnrdered 
General  Thompson,  but  was,  and  has  beoi,  the 
principal  oi^an  of  all  the  horrors  of  the  Florida 
war,  indiscnminately  levelled  against  evei7  «ge 
and  sex.  Sir,  if  I  fait  to  ezpresa  my  tfjmfathf 
In  strains  of  eqnal  eloqnaice  with  uie  Senntor 
fVom  South  Carolina,  for  the  sofiM^  of  tbe 
deserving  portion  oS  the  native  race,  I  wQl  noi 
yield  to  the  gentleman  my  claims  to  fedinga  as 
refined,  enlaced,  and  sympathetic  for  suffering 
humanity,  even  when  a  savage  is  the  victim. 

The  gentleman  has  given  us  a  history  of  his 
support  and  defence  of  the  Cherokee  trea^  of 
1836,  and  has  manifested  marked  zeal  in  the 
defence  of  my  State,  and  a  portion  of  its  paUie 
functionaries.   I  thank  him  kindly  for  all  this 
voluntary  service.   But,  we  find  mingled  with 
all  this  sopport  of  the.  treaty,  and  zeal  to  have 
it  faithfully  and  speedily  execnted,  a  ipirit  and 
bearing  in  the  remarks  w  thegaitiemaii,  which, 
to  my  mind,  is  oakolated  to  do  gnat  iiriiis- 
tioe  to  the  Adminiatrvtifffl  vhidi  BMde  nd  liaa 
sustained  this  treafy ;  as  well  as  the  Menb  of 
the  Administration,  who  have  borne  the  heat 
and  burden  of  the  day,  in  bringing  onr  lufian 
relations  to  their  present  attitude. 

The  gentieman  reminds  me  oS  what  I  have 
often  seen  in  the  coarse  of  a  life  not  now  a 
very  short  one,  that  is :  persons  vocifOTOOs  ia  t 
cause  after  the  viotuy  was  achieved,  and  per^ 
sons,  too,  who  stood  aloof  while  tiie  battle 
raged.  I  will  never  permit  the  Senator  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  uncontested,  to  step  in  at  tliit 
late  day,  and  carry  off  whatever  meed  oS  pratss 
may  be  doe  to  those  who  have  struegjed  so  kng 
to  relieve  my  beloved  State  from  aul&dian  popo- 
lation.  I  truly  thank  him  for  aU  his  kind  leeliogs 
and  swvioea  to  my  State,  and  her  dtizeoa^ 
whether  private  or  public  men.  Bat  aH  this 
kindness  and  zeal  for  my  State  and  her  dlstiii- 
gnished  citizens,  shall  not  induce  me  rilectly  to 
acqniesoe  in  direct  or  indirect  censure,  when  im- 
properly cast  npon  me,  or  the  AdministratioD 
the  Federal  Oovemment  which  I  support 

The  Cherokee  treaty  of  1836,  after  all  that  lus 
been  said  to  disparage  the  Government  and  tin 
Indians  who  formed  it,  I  repeat,  as  I  have  often 
done  before,  it  is  a  monument  of  the  nugaa- 
nimity  of  tiie  Government  on  one  ade,  tud  a 
standing  record  of  the  honesty  and  pure  pa- 
triotism of  the  Oberokeea  who  negotiated  it,  m 
the  other  ride. 

I  was  invited,  at  an  early  d^,  to  aid  ai  a 
omnmisedtner  in  the  exeontion  of  this  tret^, 
and  have  been  familiar  with  every  impotnt 
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raiuactioD  since,  ap  to  the  present  day.  The 
<Ixecative  Government  has  uniformly,  md  at 
il  times,  expressed  an  QDwaveriog  determina- 
ion  to  oarry  out  and  execute  the  treaty,  irith- 
>at  infringement  or  change  of  its  provirions. 
t  has  as  nni&rmly,  constantly,  and  sincerely 
expressed  a  denre  to  disoha^  this  duty  in  a 
pint  of  tlie  utmoet  kindneBs  and  liberality  tow- 
irds  Uie  Cherokee  people.  In  all  this  I  have 
ionoorred  and  co-operated  with  the  6oTera< 
nent. 

Bat  I  have  uniformly  dissented  to  that  part 
>f  the  policy  of  the  Government  which  hasper- 
uitted  John  Ross  and  his  followers,  while  con- 
stantly protesting  agunst  the  validity  of  tbe 
:reaty,  receiving  tbe  countenance  and  courtesy 
whicb  they  have  done  from  the  Government.  I 
bave  uniformly  believed,  and  still  believe,  that 
the  best  and  safest  way  to  have  executed  this 
treaty  would  have  been,  from  the  first,  kindly, 
but  firmly,  to  have  used  tiie  imperative  language 
to  Boos  and  his  followers — to  havd  ai^  the  argn- 
ment  is  exhausted  in  regard  to  the  treaty— 7t 
miut  he  executed.  I  believe  that  no  proposi- 
tions from  Eoss  should  ever  have  been  enter- 
tained, without  being  accompanied  by  a  pledge 
to  cease  from  all  opposition  to  the  removal  of  the 
Oberokees.  But  I  believe  this  difference  of 
opinion  orimnated  from  no  difference  of  object. 
It  was  the  desire  of  all  to  execute  the  treaty  in 
that  manner  which  might  be  best  for  all  the 
parties  in  interest. 

On  taking  my  seat  in  tlie  Senate,  I  found  Boss 
and  his  delegation  stiU  here,  memorializing 
Congress,  and  making  propoutions  to  the  Exec- 
utive Government.  In  the  month  of  March,  I 
found,  from  informaUon  derived  Snm  dif- 
erent  soorces,  that  the  ExeootlTe  Government 
here  was  still  urged  by  gentlnnen  in  high  official 
stations,  to  tbe  policy  of  conciliating  Ba«B  by 
increased  liberality  in  money.  Amongst  oth- 
ers, I  will  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Gov- 
ernor Gilmer  of  Geoi^io,  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated  March  6,  1838.  Tbe  Governor 
says:  "The  best  informed  persons  residing 
among  tbe  Cberokees  express  the  opinion  that 
Boss  can,  if  he  will,  remove  his  people  at  once. 
To  avoid  the  great  expense  to  the  Government, 
and  to  preserve  the  uvea  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  and  the  Indians,  which  may  be  sacri- 
ficed it  the  treaty  is  executed  by  force,  the 
Government  can  well  afford  to  p^  «  very  Ub* 
era!  price  for  the  volnntonr  and  immediate  re- 
moval of  the  Indians.  To  enable  Bo«  and 
the  ohieft  to  effect  this  object,  I  believe  it  to 
be  nteessary  for  them  first  to  return  home,  see 
their  people,  and  let  them  be  satisfied  that  tbeir 
efforts  to  chan^  tbe  treaty  bave  boon  honest, 
tbongh  nnaviuling.  The  Gberokees  are  so  sua- 
ptcioDs  of  their  chiefs,  tbat  even  Boss,  as  en- 
tirely  as  he  has  their  confidence,  might  low  all 
power  to  serve  them  if  be  attempted  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  Government,  for  their  emi- 
gration, before  tbey  were  consnlted,  and  Uieir 
i^proval  of  the  measure  obtained.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment should  ascertfun  upon  Boss's  return 


home,  that  he  had  the  power,  and  was  willing 
to  undertake  tlie  removal  bis  people,  tbe 
terms  of  the  contract  oouM  be  agreed  opon 
without  difficulty  or  delay."  "  If  the  pertinaci- 
ty of  Boas  Bhoold  create  uiy  diffimlty,  it  mif^t 
l>e  obviated  in  making  no  reference  in  Us  om- 
tract  to  the  treaty." 

Very  many  letters  flrom  other  persons  of  high 
respectability  and  official  standing,  to  the  same 
purport  of  Governor  Gilmer's,  may  Iw  found  on 
the  files  of  the  War  Department  Imleed,  I 
liare  alw^s  myself  anticipated  mischi^  grow- 
ing  out  of  the  execution  of  this  treaty,  unless 
the  influence  of  Boss  was  neutralized  by  fi»roe 
or  purchase.  Under  this  aspect  of  tbe  subject, 
and- after  both  branches  of  Congress  had  given 
sufficient  evidence  of  a  determination  to  exe- 
cute the  treaty,  regardless  of  the  remonstrances 
of  Boss,  and  tiie  suly  petitions  of  persons  wYuA- 
ly  ignorant  of  the  snl^^ect  upon  which  they 
were  petitioning,  I  came  to  the  condodon  tfai^ 
Boss  might  poeubly  be  in  a  situatiim  to  yield 
to  the  true  interest  of  his  people,  and  let  them 
emigrate  to  tlie  West  In  peiace.  And  hence  my 
assent  was  given  to  the  views  suggested  in  the 
extract  of  Gov.  Gilmer's  letter,  which  I  have 
read.  And  while  I  have  uniformly  protested 
a^^ainst  any  movement  which  might  in  the 
slightest  degree  retard  the  removal  of  the  Gber- 
okees, I  have,  neverthelesSiUnifonnly  and  ft«ely 
expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  moment  when 
all  opposition  to  the  treaty  by  Boss  and  bis 
party  should  be  yielded  up,  and  a  disposition 
manifested  to  emigrate  with  reasonable  despatch, 
from  that  moment  the  Indians  would  be  secured 
from  any  nnreasonable  pressure  on  the  part  of 
the  people  of  Georgia. 

I  am  fldly  apprised  of  tbe  great  excitement 
which  has  been  produced  in  my  own  Stat«,  and 
elsewhere,  arising  ontof  the  propositions  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  John  Boss,  lately  submit- 
ted to  Congress.  I  am  not  only  apprised  of  the 
excitement,  but  of  the  misapprehensitm  which 
seems  to  exist  on  this  subjeet.  I  perceive  from 
the  newspiq>ers  of  Georgia  and  other  States,  as 
well  as  from  tbe  letters  which  1  receive  mm 
my  constituents,  that  an  impres^on  has  been 
made  upon  the  public  mind  that  the  Government 
was  desirous,  and  had  proposed,  unneeemariifi^ 
to  delay  tbe  eminution  of  tbe  Cberokees  tot 
two  years.  This!  know  to  be  an  entire  mtsnt- 
prehension.  The  extension  proposed  to  the 
States  by  the  Government,  and  that  in  tbe  most 
delicate  and  respectfol  manner,  was  never  In- 
tended to  embrace  a  longer  period  than  that 
which  might  be  reanired  byaaue  regard  to  the 
common  dictates  ot  humanity,  it  being  expressly 
stated  that  the  Gberokees  were  to  be  removed  as 
speedily  as  was  consistent  with  health  and  com- 
fort. General  Scott  is,  moreover,  instructed  to 
continue  the  prosecution  of  the  measures  he  has 
adopted  to  remove  the  Indians,  and  whether 
their  removal  is  to  be  effected  by  compulsion, 
or  voluntary  emigration  under' tbeur  own 
sgents,  so  to  oondnot  his  operations  as  to 
I&oe  the  proprietors  of  tbe  lands  there  in  poises- 
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Mod  of  their  property  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  I  admit  that  the  propositions  made 
to  John  Ross,  by  the  Secretary  of  'War,  might 
li«T»  been  put  in  a  fbrm  less  liable  to  mlsf^pre- 
hen^D.  But  I  know  podttvc^y  that  the  expon- 
tion  g^Ten  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  his  letter 
to  Rc»s,  is  perfectly  consistent  'with  the  views 
which  he  expressed  to  me  before  making  his 
propositioDs  to  Ross.  The  Secretary  had  am- 
ple gronnds  tu  believe  that  Ck>ngres8  entertained 
the  most  tibentl  feelings  towards  the  Gberokees, 
and  would  willingly  soothe  them,  oa  far  as  that 
ooQld  reasonably  be  done,  by  additional  appro- 
nriaUons  of  money  to  be  ^ipUed  to  tlidr  com- 
lort 

The  portion  of  the  Federal  AdmiDistration 
of  the  GoTemment  boa,  npon  this  Indian  snb- 
Ject,  for  many  years  past,  been  most  delicate 
and  peenliar.  Especially  since  the  commenoe- 
ment  d  Oenoal  Jackson*s  administration,  and 
his  manifbsted  determinat^tm  to  relieve  the 
Sontbem  St^es  fivm  the  disadvautues  of  an 
Lidian  population.  His  nntiring  vigiTanoe  and 
perseverance  oa  this  subject  is  now  a  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Government.  Bnt  at  every 
step  a  most  formidable  and  peculiar  opposition 
has  wnbarraseed  the  Government  in  the  ■pros&- 
ention  of  its  Indian  policy.  The  Administration 
has  not  only  had  to  encounter  the  combined  and 
regnlarly  oi^anized  Opposition,  which  were 
known  as  open  and  avowed  opponents,  but 
many  of  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  es- 
pecially amongst  the  less  informed,  have  been 
used  as  opponents  to  the  Indian  policy  of  the 
Government.  Even  in'  the  States  most  deeply 
interested,  we  have  sometimes  seen  the  sbrong 
feelings  of  self-interest,  waived  to  accommodate 
party  nirit  and  party  intermt.  At  any  rate,  I 
nave  <menf(>und  the  measures  of  General  Jack- 
son and  myself,  ev«i  in  Georgia,  disoounte- 
nanoed  by  some  of  our  political  opponoits,  as 
far  as  pnblio  opinion  would  tolerate  an  expres- 
sion of  disapprobation. 

I  concede  to  the  Governor  of  Georgia  good 
intentions,  in  regard  to  his  views  and  efforts  to 
oonciliate  John  Boas,  and  have  yielded  some- 
thing of  my  own  opinions  in  order  that  I  might 
co-operate  with  his  views  and  wishes,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Executive  officers  of  the  Federal 
Ctovemment  I  shall  always  do  the  Ohief  Hag- 
istrate  my  State  ample  Justice,  whatever  po- 
litioal  difference  of  opinion  may  happen  to  ex- 
ist. I  do,  however,  most  solemnly  protest 
agidnst  the  Justice  of  tbe  effort  of  the  Senator 
from  Bonth  Oardina  to  cast  oenscre  and  blame 
upon  the  President  and  Secretary  of  "War,  as 
well  as  myself,  for  yielding  something  to  tbe 
plidnly  expressed  wishes  of  Governor  Gilmer 
and  many  of  his  political  friends,  especially  bis 
northern  Whig  friends.  If  there  be  any  error 
In  this  matter,  the  sin  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Administration  ;  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  FIikbton,)  as 
the  organ  of  tiie  Southern  wing  of  the  Oppo- 
ritiott,  upbraids  tiie  Administration  and  its 
fHaids  with  throwing  weighty  respondbiMes 


[SBia  Caen. 

upon  the  Governor  of  Georgia.  I  would  inquire, 
wha#  is  the  great  responsibility  thrown  open 
t^e  Governors  of  the  faax  States  interested  h 
this  matter,  even  undo-  the  misappKbcsiiiQB 
indulged  12iattiie States  had  been  qipBed  tofcr 
two  years  more  time  for  the  emigration  of  ihit 
Cherokees  ?  Why,  sir,  the  only  responnbffi^ 
is,  to  give  an  answer  in  accordance  witli  the 
known  wishes  of  the  whole  people  over  wbon 
they  preside.  Where  is  the  Governor  who  neei 
be  distressed  or  embarrassed  at  such  reTpooaf- 
bility  as  this  ? 

Moreover,  the  Senator  from  Sooth  CaroKn* 
(Mr.  Preston)  contends  and  urges  that  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  John  Boss 
amounts  to  a  new  treaty,  and  to  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  treaty  of  1886.  I  am  not  able  my- 
self to  put  any  such  coostmction  oa  tbe  propo* 
sals  of^  the  Secretary.  The  Secretary,  m  nb 
proposals  to  Ross,  in  the  very  first  sent«ic& 
disdaima  all  right  on  the  part  of  the  FedenI 
Government  to  enter  into  any  treaty  stlpal*- 
tions  which  might  affect  the  rights  of  the  States. 
And  we  find  a  reiteration  of  the  same  soiti- 
ments,  and  sacred  regard  to  the  rights  of  tbe 
States,  throughout  the  document  nnder  conad- 
eration. 

That  temporary  mischief  bos  grown  out  of 
the  misapprehensions  which  have  ^read  over 
the  country  in  relation  to  this  suMect,  I  am 
fblly  aware.  But,  from  the  nature  of  ^in^  I 
trust  that  tbe  excitement  will  soon  abate.  The 
constant  and  daily  movements  and  opoations 
of  tbe  Government  must  surely  correct,  without 
delay,  any  mistaken  impresnona  whidi  may 
have  existed.  The  Government  is  moring  for- 
ward in  the  discharge  cS  its  duty.  Goieril 
Scott's  instructions  rranun  unchanged.  Hb 
charqpter  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  that  his  dn^ 
will  be  discharged  with  fidelity  and  ability. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  b^  leave  to  reqnot 
the  Senator  from  South  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Pisi- 
TON,)  to  be  assured  of  my  fidelity  to  my  cons^ 
uents,  especially  upon  this  Indian  subject  I 
can  assure  the  honorable  Senator,  that  he  is 
wholly  mistaken,  if  he  snpposes  that  the  bea^ 
ing  of  his  remnrks  wiH  ever  induce  the  Sootfh 
ern  wing  of  his  own  party  to  beheve  that  I 
have  no  more  aelf-lotc  than  to  give  a  victory  to 
my  opponents,  which  has  been  achieved  1)y  my 
mends  and  mysel£ 

Mr.  LuxFEDr  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Cui^ 
of  Alabama,  Stravgb,  SovTHARn,  and  Wm; 
when  the  hill  was  ordered  to  be  engrooed  hya 
unanimous  vote,  and  was  about  to  psss  by 
nnanimons  consent,  wben  Hr.  Hubbakd  sta- 
ted that  Mr.  Benton  had  expressed  to  him  a 
de^  to  address  the  Senate  on  its  thiid  read- 
ing. 


Fbid&t,  June  8. 

Storida  Indian  War  BUI. 

The  qtiestion  being  on  the  third  reading  d 
the  bill— 


Ftaiiim  hdhm  War  BUS. 
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Hr,  Behton  Boid,  tliat  so  far  as  the  passage 
of  the  act  was  conceraed,  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  him  to  say  a  word.  The  ftenUemen  who 
had  ^ken  against  it  would  all  vote  for  it ; 
uidit  was  to  answer  thiagssaid  iiitbdrn>eeeh- 
as,  and  not  to  gain  votes,  that  he  now  felt  taim- 
wu  called  upon  to  speak. 

A  Senator  from  isew  Jersey  (Mr.  Socthabd) 
bas  expressly  charged  that  a  fraud  was  commit- 
ted upon  the  Florida  Indians  in  the  treaty  ne- 
gotiated with  them  for  their  removal  to  the 
West ;  that  the  war  which  has  ensued  was  the 
consequence  of  this  fraud ;  and  that  our  Gov- 
ernment was  responmble  to  pie  moral  sense  of 
the  community,  and  of  the  world,  for  all  the 
blood  that  has  been  shed,  and  for  all  the  money 
that  has  been  expended^  in  the  prosecution  <^ 
this  war.  This  is  a  heavy  acousation.  At 
home,  it  attaohes  to  the  party  ia  power,  and  is 
calcolated  to  make  them  odious ;  abroad,  it  at- 
taohes to  the  oonntry,  and  is  calculated  to  black- 
en the  national  eharooter. 

The  Senator  from  Kew  Jersey  first  located 
this  imputed  fraud  In  the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  negotiated  by  General  Gadsden,  in  Flor- 
ida, m  the  year  1833 ;  and  after  being  tendered 
an  issue  on  the  fairness  and  generosity  of  that 
treaty  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  (Mr. 
Out,)  he  transferred  the  charge  to  the  Fort 
Gibson  treaty,  made  in  Arkansas,  in  the  year 
1833,  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Ellsworth,  and  Scher- 
merhom.  This  was  a  considerable  change  of 
locality,  but  no  change  in  the  accusation  itself; 
the  two  treaties  being  but  one,  and  tiie  last  be- 
ing a  literal  perfonnancc  of  a  stipnlation  con- 
tuned  in  the  first.  The  Bemiuue  Indians  in 
Florida  being  an  emigrant  htai  of  the  Greeks, 
and  finding  gune  ezuansted,  sah^stenoe  ^ffi- 
colt,  and  white  settlers  approaching,  con- 
cluded to  follow  the  mother  tribe,  the  Creeks, 
to  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  reunite 
with  them.  This  was  conditionally  agreed  to 
be  done  at  the  Payne's  Landing  treaty;  and  In 
that  treaty  it  was  stipiUated  that  a  deputation 
of  Seminole  ohie^  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Goveroment  of  the  United  States,  should  pro- 
ceed to  the  Greek  oonntry  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi— there  to  ascertain  first  whether  a  suita- 
ble country  could  be  obtuned  for  th^  there ; 
and  seooadly,  whether  the  Greeks  would  re- 
ceive them  back  as  a  part  of  their  confederacy : 
and  if  the  deputation  should  be  satisfied  on 
these  two  points,  then  the  conditional  obUgatioa 
to  remove,  contained  in  the  Payne's  Landing 
treaty,  to  become  bindiog  and  obligatory  upon 
the  Seminole  tribe.  The  deputation  went;  the 
two  points  were  solved  in  the  affirmative ;  the 
obligation  to  remove  became  absolute  on  the 
part  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  commenced  preparations  for 
effecting  their  easy,  gradual,  and  comforta- 
ble removaL  The  wtjre  emigration  was  to  be 
completed  in  three  years,  one-third  going  annu- 
ally, commencing  in  the  year  1888,  and  to  be 
finished  in  the  years  1884  and  1686.  The  dep- 
utation sent  to  the  west  of  the  Itiaassi]^!,  oom- 
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pleted  their  agreement  with  the  Creeks  on  the 
28th  of  March,  1888;  they  returned  home  im- 
mediately, and  one-third  of  the  tribe  was  to  re- 
move that  year.  Every  thing  was  got  ready  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  both  to  transport 
the  Indians  to  their  new  homes,  and  to  snbsist 
them  for  a  year  after  their  arrival  there.  But, 
instead  of  removing,  the  Indians  began  to  invent 
excuses  and  to  intei^ose  delays,  and  to  pass  off  the 
time  without  commencing  the  emigration.  The 
year  1888,  in  which  one-third  of  the  tribe  were 
to  remove,  passed  off  without  any  removal ;  the 
year  1884,  m  which  another  third  was  to  go, 
was  passed  off  in  the  same  mauner ;  the  year 
1836,  in  which  the  emigration  was  to  have  beem 
completed,  passed  away,  and  the  emigration  was 
not  begun.  On  the  contrary,  on  the  last  days 
of  the  last  month  of  that  year,  while  the  United 
States  was  still  peaceably  urging  the  removal, 
an  aocnmnlation  of  treacherous  and  horrible  as- 
sassinatiouB  and  massacres  were  committed. 
The  United  States  A^ent,  General  Thompson, 
Lieutenant  Smith,  of  the  artillery,  and  five 
others,  were  assassinated  in  idght  of  Fort  King ; 
two  expresses  were  mnrdored;  and  Mi^r 
Dade's  command  icas  massacred.  In  tiieir  ex^ 
cuses  and  pretexts  for  not  removing,  the  In- 
dians never  thought  of  the  reasons  wnich  have 
been  supplied  to  them  on  this  floor.  They 
never  thought  of  alleging  flrand.  Their  pre- 
texts were  irivolons ;  as  ^at  it  was  a  long  dis- 
tance, and  that  bad  Indians  lived  in  that  coun- 
try, and  that  the  old  treaty  of  Fort  Moultrie 
allowed  them  twenty  years  to  live  in  Florida. 
Their  real  motive  was  the  desre  of  blood  and 
pillage  on  the  port  of  many  Indians,  and  stall 
more  on  the  part  of  the  five  nnndred  nmawqr 
negroes  mixM  ut>  among  them. 

This  is  the  plain  and  brief  narrative  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  Seminole  war ;  it  is  the 
brief  historical  view  of  the  case ;  and  if  I  was 
speaking  under  ordinary  circumstances,  and  In 
reply  to  incidental  remarks,  I  should  content 
myself  with  this  narrative,  and  let  the  question 
go  to  the  country  upon  the  strength  and  credit 
of  this  statement  But  I  do  not  speak  under 
ordinary  circumstances;  I  am  not  replying  to 
incidental  and  casual  remarks.  I  speak  in 
answer  to  a  formal  aoousation,  preferred  on 
this  floor ;  I  speak  to  defend  the  late  and  pres- 
ent Administrations  from  an  odious  oluirge, 
and,  in  deftoding  them,  to  ^n^oate  the  char- 
acter of  our  country  from  the  aoousation  of  the 
Senator  from  Kew  Jersey,  (Mr.  Southakd.) 
Mr.  Benton  then  proceeded  at  much  lengtii  to 
d«Fend  the  last  and  tiie  present  AdministniticMU 
fivm  the  charge  stated. 


HOirSZ  OF  BZPBEBSHTATITm 

Wednesday,  June  SO. 
Mmagafnm  th»  FreUdeat— Border  Outragm 

—Canada  and  lAe  United  Stata  I^wUier. 

The  Spsakbb  lidd  beibre  the  House  the  fid- 
lowing  Message: 


Border  Outragt*-^Cimnin  nmd  lU  tMud  Statet  Fmukr. 
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TotheHowofRepreutUativetoftJu  UnitedStatn: 
I  tnnsmit,  id  complianc©  with  a  retolution  of  the 
House  of  R^>i«MntatiTeg  of  the  11th  iiiit»  rqxHta 
irom  the  SeoKtu7  of  State,  TreaBurjr,  utd  Ww,  utd 
tiie  documents  referred  to  by  them  respectively.  It 
iriD  be  seen  that  the  outrages  oommitted  on  the 
BteaiDboat  Sir  Robert  Feel,  under  the  British  flag, 
Tithio  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  the 
steamboat  Tel^raph,  under  the  American  flag,  at 
Bodti^e,  in  Upper  Canada,  have  not  been  followed 
by  any  demand  of  either  GoTemment  on  the  other 
for  redress.  These  acts  have  been  so  far  treated  on 
ndi  ride  as  criminal  offences,  oomnutted  within  the 
jmisdictioD  of  tribunals  competent  to  inquire  into  the 
ftda,  and  to  punidi  the  persons  concerned  Ed  them, 
bivestigations  have  been  made,  some  of  the  individ- 
uals inculpated  have  been  arrested,  and  prosecutions 
are  in  progress,  the  result  of  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed. The  excited  state  of  public  feeling  on  the  bor- 
dets  of  Canada,  on  both  sides  of  the  l^e,  has  occa- 
rioncd  the  most  painful  anixety  to  this  Government. 
Every  effort  has  been,  and  will  be,  made  to  prevent 
the  success  of  the  design  apparently  formed,  and  in 
eoune  of  execution  by  Canadians  who  have  found  a 
refioge  within  our  territory,  aided  by  a  few  reckless 
persms  of  our  own  country,  to  involve  the  nation  in 
a  war  iriA  a  neighboring  and  friendly  power.  Such 
dedgn  cannot  succeed  when  the  two  Governments 
q>preclate,  and  confidently  rely  upon  the  good  faith  of 
Mdi  other  in  the  performance  of  their  respective  du- 
ties. With  a  fixed  determination  to  use  all  the  means 
inmypower  toput  aspeedy  and  satisfactory  tennlna- 
tion  to  these  bonier  troubles,  I  have  the  moat  omifident 
amrances  of  tbeowdialco-Mteratioa  of  tbe  British 
aitffaorities  at  home  and  in  the  N<vth  Americap  poves- 
BtoDS,  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  purpose  so  sincerely 
ud  earnestly  dedred  by  the  Governments  and  people, 
both  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britab. 

K.  YAK  fiUBEN. 

WiSKnciiTOX,  Jane  SO,  1888. 

The  Message  and  reports  were  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  oa  Uilitary  Afiiiirs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 


mSEKATB. 
Wbdnesdat,  Jnne  20. 
Louincma  Land  Claimt  and  TUlea. 

Mr.  MonToir  moved  that  the  bills  relating  to 
mivate  and  pabHc  land  claims,  be  cocsidered  on 
IWda7 ;  mmj  of  which,  he  eud,  it  was  right 
ahotdd  be  acted  on  at  onoe. 

Mr.  EnioHT  did  not  know  vhat  there  was  in 
these  bills  to  entitle  them  to  preference. 

Mr.  MooTOH  would  not  have  asked  to  have 
taken  them  op,  were  he  not  convinced  that 
the7  wonld  not  constune  the  time  of  the  Senate. 
The  most  of  them  were  very  plain  cases,  not 
involving  any  principle  likely  to  lead  to  dis- 
cassion ;  hot,  at  the  same  time,  were  highly 
interesting  to  a  lai^e  portion  of  the  commnnity. 

Mr.  Bentok  wonld  inform  the  Senate  that  it 
was  not  a  private  bill  irhieh  the  Senator  from 
Lonifliana  asked  to  be  ccnsidered  on  Friday,  bnt 
awholeclaas  of  Ulla,  Rome  of  which  had  been 
before  the  ooDotiT'  Inr  the  last  ti)irfy>f<Hir  years 


[25th  Oooaa. 

in  one  shape  or  other ;  and  he  denied  to  haic 
them  taken  up  on  that  day. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Jboliikuunt  i(f  Impriaotmmtfar  J)At. 
Mr.  Gsmmr  sdd  there  was  a  bUl  Idd  on  flie 
table  yesterday,  at  the  snggestion  of  tbe  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  in  relation  to  the  aiboliahmoit 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  certain  cases.  Be 
was  laTorable  to  the  bill,  and  said  that  if  H 
were  to  he  passed  this  seanon  it  ootdd  not  be 
acted  on  too  qwedily;  and  he  mond  to  take  it 
up. 

The  question  w,aa  on  the  amendment:,  viz: 
making  the  matter  correspond  with  those  States 
where  the  said  abolition  of  imprisonm^t  had 
in  whole  or  in  part  been  abolished. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  farther  amended  at  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  pKiumss,  nnd  passed  by — 

Teas. — Hessrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Bochanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Fulton,  Gnuidy, 
Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin,  Ljoa,  HcKean,  Voti^ 
Uorris,  Uouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  KorveU,  Pierce, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Bugles,  Sevier,  Smilk 
of  Connecticut,  &niti)  of  Indiana,  Spence,  Stnmge, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Upton,  Wall,  white,  WUDams, 
and  Wright— 8S. 

Kays.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Clayton,  Freaton,  and 
Koane — 4. 

yorthreattem  Boundary. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conddmtiiHi  <rf  lb. 
WiLUAMB^s  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  VBl 
to  provide  Ihr  the  survey  and  detamuwfioa  of 
the  North-eastern  bounoaiy. 

Mr.  Wsiam  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ViuiAHS  said  that,  oomdderiiw  the  im- 
portance <tf  the  question  to  M^nei,  and  that  her 
Senators  and  Representatives  were  requested 
by  her  J>egiBlatare  to  ni^  the  passage  of  tbe 
bill,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  move  its  reference 
to  a  Select  Committee.  Mr.  TV.  did  this  with- 
out intending  the  least  disrespect  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  had  proposed  the  reference, 
and  to  which,  under  other  drcumstanoes,  there 
would  be  an  obvious  propriety  in  ccanmitting 
the  bilL  But  it  could  not  have  escaped  the 
notice  <^  the  Senate  that  the  ehanman  of  ths 
Committee  on  Foreign  Bdations,  in  the  ootme 
of  the  debate,  bad  stated  his  <^nion^  that  if 
the  bill  sbonld  go  to  that  committee  it  would 
probably  keep  it  without  making  a  reprat,  or 
report  it  back  to  the  Senate  with  notice  that 
he  would  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

Messrs.  Wkioht,  Rives,  Galhow,  and  Br- 
OHANAN,  advocated  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  on  the  ground 
that  it  involved  qnestiona  of  high  import  in 
rewd  to  onr  foreign  relations. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Comonittee  on 
For^gn  Belatlons. 
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Item  AmeMtkm—a^  ^Omm  1»  AfittM  CbyrM 


[Jm^  1888. 


Fbidat,  Jane  22. 
Wathingtm  Monument  Society. 

Mr.  KoEVsi-L  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
fficers  and  managers  of  the  Washington  Monu- 
aent  Association  in  relation  to  the  receipts  and 
xpenditurcs  of  that  association ;  and  moved 
hat  it  be  printed. 

Itr.  HoRRis  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
taper;  and  the  Secretary  hartng  read  a  {xnllon 
>f  it, 

Hr.  Knra  moved  to  it  on  the  table,  there 
leing  several  ezprtadons  in  it  which  he  thonght 
lisrespectfol,  and  ongfat  not  to  be  read  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  KoRTBLL  hoped  that  bis  friend  from 
Uabama  would,  for  a  moment,  withdraw  bis 
notion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the  table.  This 
>aper  proceeded  from  as  respectable  &  body 
>f  gentlemen  as  any  in  the  conntry;  and  he 
lid  think  that,  as  they  considered  themselves 
x>  have  been  li^ariously  assuJed  on  this 
loor,  they  shoold  have  an  opportunity  to  be 
tieard.  It  was  true  that  they  had  used  strong 
language;  but  this,  under  the  circamstances, 
was  natural.  Let  the  memorial  be  read,  and 
Lben  the  Senate  might  take  what  coarse  th^ 
thoQffht  proper,  as  r^arded  the  further  di»- 
posiuon  of  it.  By  the  statement  of  mweys 
collected,  it  appeared  that  the  society  hod  re- 
ceived only  between  27,000  and  28,000  dollars, 
of  which  they  had  invested  upwards  of  $27,- 
000,  principally,  he  believed,  in  Pennsylvania 
State  stocks.  Betwe^  four  and  five  hundred 
remained  uninvested.  Except  what  had  been 
allowed  to  collectors  in  the  different  States,  as 
commissions  for  moneys  obtained  from  sub- 
Ecribers  by  them,  very  little  had  been  expend- 
ed, as  the  statement  would  show.  He  was 
authorized  to  say,  too,  that  the  books,  with  the 
names  of  all  the  contributors  to  the  utonnmeQ^ 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, open  to  the  inspection  of  idl. 

lit,  KiKO  did  not  percidve  that  the  sutijeot 
of  the  memorial  was  a  matter  with  which  tiie 
Senate  had  any  thing  to  do,  and  that  no  action 
of  the  Senate  could  result  from  it ;  and  secondly, 
he  objected  to  the  further  reoding  of  it,  because 
it  contained  expressions,  applied  to  the  Senators 
or  the  Senate,  which  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  be  read  there. 

Mr.  Fbeston,  who  just  then  entered  the 
obarober,  remarked,  that  the  memorial  was  fW>m 
very  respectable  persons,  who  conceived  them- 
selves injured  by  something  that  traosiiired  on 
this  floor.  If  it  was  a  question  of  reception, 
he  must  hear  the  paper  read  before  be  could 
vote  on  it. 

'Ur.  KiKO  Bud  there  was  no  question  vlt  re- 
ception raised.  The  paper  was  reodved.  His 
motion  was  to  lay  it  on  the  table ;  and  if  the 
honoT^le  gentleman  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  resiwctAd  or  not,  he  ouuld  easily  read  it 
at  the  Secretary's  table.  He  had  ol^ccted  to 
the  readii^^  because  tlie  p^ter  ipokedlBrespfict- 
folly  of  mem  ben  of  that  body. 


Mr.  Sktibs  observed  that  this  day  was  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  private  land 
ofdms;  and  be  hoped  it  wonld  not  be  consumed 
as  yesterday  was  in  debate.   The  matter  com- 

f>lained  of  by  these  individuals  bad  been  pub- 
Lshed  in  the  public  newspapers,  and  he  pre- 
sumed the  editors  would  have  no  objection  to 
insert  their  reply.  It  was  a  matter  with  which 
the  Senate  had  nothing  to  do,  and  he,  therefore^ 
moved  to  lay  it  on  th^  table. 
This  motion  was  carried. 


HOUBB  OF  BEPBKSXNTA'nvXa 

Satubdjlt,  June  23. 

T«xa$  Annexation — Eight  of  Slates  to  petition 
Congrm — Call  to  order  by  the  £^>edker— 
Appeal  fr<m  tha  Speaker — Speaker  tmtaineA 
&y  the  Home. 

Hr.  Adahs  proceeded  in  his  remarks  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  annexation  of  Texas ;  and  was 
referring  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  and 
the  proceedings  in  the  House  last  Congress  bpon 
his  tendering  a  petitlcm  of  that  character,  stat- 
ing tiiat  he  should  have  no  hentation  in  pre- 
senting a  petition  from  a  slave,  if  his  memorial 
was  properly  coocbed,  and  on  a  proper  subject, 
or  something  to  this  effect. 
'  The  Spbakbb  called  Mr.  A.  to  order,  saying 
that  his  remarks  were  irrelevant  to  the  subjert 
under  ooouderation. 

Mr.  Adams  was  putting  an  extreme  case,  by 
way  of  illustration,  which  was  in  order. 

The  SpEAJEas  agEun  reminded  Mr.  A.  that  he 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lkoabe  said  he  felt  compelled  to  call  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  order;  and 
cries  of  order  were  heard  in  various  parts  o/t 
the  House. 

Mr.  Adau  called  upon  the  Speakxb  to  le- 
dnce  the  ^sorderly  words  to  writing  ai^ 
appealed  from  the  deeirion  of  the  Ohaib. 

The  Spbaebr  said  the  Cbais  could  not  be 
called  upon  to  rednce  remarks  made  out  of 
order  to  writing.  It  had  never  been  known, 
either  by  any  rule,  or  by  parliamentary  usage. 

Several  members  referred  to  the  twenty-third 
rule  of  the  House,  which  requires  that  dis> 
orderly  words  shall  be  reduced  to  writing. 

The  Spxakeb  said  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  that  rule,  and  it  applied  to  cases  where  one 
member  called  anothec  to  .order  for  disorderly 
or  personal  remarks,  and  not  to  the  Spbakbr, 
when  he  called  a  member  to  order  for  Irrele- 
vant remarks,  for  the  rule  says  the  Sraixn 
oAott  call  members  4o  <wder,  and  makes  it  Vn- 
penitiTely  bis  dnty. 
Mr.  AoAim  called  for  the  reodhig  of  the  rule. 
The  Sfbaebr  read  the  mle  requiring  that  a 
member  "  shall  confine  himself  to  tlie  question 
under  debate,"  and  said  he  had  called  the  gentle- 
man ftom  Massadiusetts  to  order  for  irrele- 
Tuuj  in  debate.       he  was  about  to  pat  the 
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Zoesttoa  on  tiie  ^peal  from  the  d«diton  of  the 
Ihair, 

Mr.  Adaub  fl^n  inristed  upon  baring  the 
Tords  reduced  to  writiog. 

OriifB  of  "  order  I »  "  order  I " 

The  Sfsakbb  directed  Mr.  AoAue  to  take  hU 
seat. 

Mr.  Adahb  continned  to  hold  the  door,  and 
persisted  in  demanding  that  the  words  shoold 
be  redttoed  to  writios,  and  said  he  woald  then 
appeal,  hut  he  would  not  appeal  from  the  de- 
ouion  in  ^e  tatm  in  which  the  SnuxB  had 
pat  it. 

The  SpKAKBB  then  ^nt  the  question  npon  the 
appeal ;  and  the  decision  of  the  Chaib  was  eos- 
tained. 

TcAS. — HeMTS.  John  W.  Allen,  Andenon,  An- 
drew%  Athnton,  Ajrorigg,  Banks,  Beat^,  Krdnll, 
Boon,  Brodbead,  Bronson,  Buchanan,  Ounbreleng, 
J<^Q  Campbell,  Casey,  Ch^mtn,  Cheatham,  Clown- 
•y,  Connor,  Craig,  Crajry,  Crockett,  Cushman,  Davee, 
PebcTTT,  DeGraff,  Dennis,  Dromgoole,  Edwards,  El- 
more, Fani^ton,  Fairfield,  Frjr,  Olascodc,  Orturt- 
hnd.  Grant,  Gray,  Haley,  Hamer,  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
Baynes,  Holsey,  HqAina,  Howud,  Hnbley,  Wra.  B. 
Hunter,  Inghata,  Thomas  B.  Jackson,  Jedfer, 
Joeeph  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Keim,  KUngenamith,  L^are,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
Loeao,  Loomis,  Lyon,  Hallory,  Martin,  Haary,  Max- 
well, McKay,  Robert  HcClellao,  Abraham  McClellan, 
McClure,  Menefee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Samuel  W.  Monia,  Noble,  Parker,  Parris,  Payn.- 
ter,  Pearce,  Pennybocker,  Petrikln,  Phelps,  Pidcens, 
Rumer,  Potter,  Pratt,  J.  H.  FrenUas,  Band<^, 
Belly,  Bencher,  Rivea,  Rumsey,  diaries  Shepard, 
Shidda,  Sheplor,  Snyder,  Southgate,  Steuart,  Stratton, 
Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Titus,  Toucey,  Tuniey,  Tail, 
Tanderreer,  John  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Jar«d  W.  Williamo,  Wwd,  Wor^ 
tUiuton,  Tell,  and  Torke— 116. 

Matb. — ^Mesars.  Adams,  Borden,  Briggs,  William 
B.  Oalbono,  Garter,  Corwin,  Cranston,  C^iog,  Dar- 
lington, Davies,  Evans,  Ererett,  Ewing,  R.  Iletcher, 
FUhnore,  Goode,  Orennell,HalBtead,  Hastings,  Henry, 
lincoln,  Samson  Mason,  McKennan,  Mitehdl,  Naylor, 
Ogle,  Patterson,  Peck,  Pott^  Reed,  lUdgway,  Robin- 
son, Blade,  Stanly,  TiUingfaaBt,  and  EUsha  Whittlesey 
—86. 


IS  8ENATB. 

Wedhxbdat,  Jnlj  4. 

NoTth'-watem  Boundary. 

Ur.  BiroHAKAir,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  presented  a  report,  in  which 
they  nnanimoQaly  recommend  to  the  Senate  the 
adc^on  of  the  followlDg  resolutioDs : 

Jiuolved,  That  after  a  earefhl  examlnatioD  and  de- 
hberate  consideration  of  the  whole  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Btitun  relaUve 
to  the  KoKh-eastem  bonndary  of  the  former,  the 
Senate  does  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  the  entire  prac- 
ticability of  running  and  marking  tiiat  boundai7 
ia  strict  conformity  with  the  stipulaUons  of  the  de- 
flnitire  treaty  of  peace  of  eerenteen  hundred  and 
d^ty-three ;  and  entert^  a  perfect  conviction  of  Uie 


justice  and  nlldtty  the  tide  the  ITnltcd  Swa 
totbe  ftill  extent  of  all  the  tenttoiT  in  ^tpatt  be- 
tween the  two  powers. 

Bttolmt,  furtktr.  That,  conadering  that  man 
than  half  a  century  has  elapsed  since  the  condura 
of  tlut  treaty ;  conndering  the  extrsordinaiy  dein 
irtdch  has  hitherto  marked  the  negotiatioas  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Ooramments  of  me  two  coortiiei, 
in  thdr  endeavor  amicably  to  aettfe  the  eontrorewj. 
and  cOnddering  the  danger  of  mutual  initatkn  aid 
collidons  upon  the  border  of  kindred  and  frieody 
nations  from  further  procrastination,  the  Senate  cu- 
not  foihear  to  express  an  earnest  derire  that  the 
pending  negotiation  should  be  brooglit  to  a  ckse, 
and  the  flnu  dedrim  of  the  dilate  made  as  cw^ 
as  practicable. 

JEMoJiW,  That,  as  it  would  be  inexpedient  Jbr  the 
United  States  to  proceed,  upon  their  sqauate  autbot^ 
i^,  to  sorvey,  and  nuuk  the  Kortb-eastem  boondaiy, 
until  all  reasonable  means  of  effecting  that  otg'ect  by 
the  consent  and  concurrence  of  both  parties  dall 
have  been  exhausted,  the  "  bill  to  provide  for  survey- 
ing  the  North-eastern  boundary  line  of  the  Umled 
States  according  to  the  treaty  of  seventeen  hnnted 
and  eighty-three  "  ought  not  to  pan ;  and  h  b  tiiefe- 
fore  oraered  that  it  be  laid  npon  the  table. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentncky,  had  been  very  ani- 
ioQS  that  the  report  shoold  he  read  and  weighed 
with  all  the  attention  and  conraderadon  bdong- 
ing  to  80  grave  and  important  a  snl^ect ;  tha 
qnestion  bad  been  moat  ddiberatelf  and  care- 
fnlly  uamined  in  the  committee ;  the  report, 
whidh  iras  the  work  of  the  Chairman,  was 

Prepared  with  very  great  ability;  that  randi 
thor  bad  been  devot^  to  it,  in  Uie  short  spaoa 
that  bad  been  allowed,  and  which  was  the 
more  oreditaMe  to  its  author,  amid  bis  othw 
varioos  and  preeung  dntiea:  and  that  it  was 
well  oalonlated  to  Mvance  his  high  character 
before  the  country. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  concurred  entirely  with  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  to  the  talent  and 
ability  with  which  it  was  drawn  np,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  presented  the  great  ques- 
tion. If,  unhappily,  at  any  time  hereafter  any 
collidoa  ahonld  arise  between  the.  two 
tries,  wUcb  he  hoped  most  sincerely  would  be 
avoided,  it  was  very  important,  u  hia  view, 
that  the  people  of  the  conntry  shonld  under- 
stand the  merits  of  the  controversy.  They 
were  set  forth  in  that  report  in  a  condensed, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  saffidently  comjdete 
and  ample  manner  to  enable  them  fully  to  caa^ 
prebend  and  understand  it  The  report  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  widely  and  eztousively  cir- 
culated. He  shonld,  therefore,  move  for  the 
printing  of  an  extra  nnmher  of  copies,  the 
largest  that  shonld  be  thought  proper ;  and  h» 
therefore  moved  for  the  printing  10,000 
extra  copies;  which,  afterwarda,  at  the  sag- 
gestion  ot  Mr.  Wiujamb,  supported  by  other 
gratlemo),  he  increased  to  8(^0b(X 

[This  seedoB  of  Congress  was  condnded  by  joint 
rescdotion  on  Monday,  July  S,  18S&] 
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TWEHrr-FIFTH  C0N6EESS.-THIfiD  SESSION. 


PBOOBEDINOS  AND  DEBATJSS 


fx  THE 


SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


VS  BBKATE. 
MoKDAT,  December  8,  1888. 

At  12  o'clock,  the  Senate  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Kiiia,  of  Alabama,  Presi- 
dent pro  tempore. 

The  CnAis-  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Epsbaim  H.  Fobtkb,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  snpply  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  reugnation  of  the  Hon.  Feixx 
Gbundt. 

The  uBoal  oath  was  then  administered  to 
Mr.  Fobtkb  by  the  President,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Hobbib, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  Inform 
the  House  of  RepresratatiTes  that  a  qaomm  of  the 
Senate  had  assembled,  and  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wbiobt, 

Jtes^vedy  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  join 
such  committee  is  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  House  of  Representatires,  to  mdt  on  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  Inform  him  that  qno- 
mins  of  the  two  Houses  had  asscmMed,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  commimicationB  be  might  make ; 
irberenpon, 

Messrs.  Whight  and  Aubs  were  appointed 
tbe  oommittee  on  the  part  <tf  tiw  Senate  by  the 
FreaidenL 


HOUSE  OF  BKEVKSBNTATIVBBL 

IfcnmaT,  Deoonber  8. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  byfiie  Oonstitn- 
tton  of  the  United  States  for  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  Congress,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  PotK,  called 
the  Home  to  order  at  12  oMock,  IS. 

yoi.znL~44 


The  following  gMitlemen  appeu^  were 
qoalified,  and  took  their  seats : 

Messrs.  Bmts  and  Putitah  of  Kew  Toric, . 
GiDDmoe  and  Swbabikoxn  of  Ohio,  snd  Obabb 
of  Alabama. 

WueoTuin  Flection. 

Mr.  Crabt,  of  Michigan,  announced  to  the 
Chair  that  the  Hon.  J.  W.  Dorr  was  in  attend- 
ance  as  a  delegate  from  the  Territory  <^  Wis* 
consin^  and  moved  that  he  be  qnalifled, 

Hr,  JoNKS,  of  Wisconsin,  then  rose  and  pro- 
tested against  the  ri^t  of  Mr.  Dott  to  take 
his  seat  in  violatira  <tf  Mr.  J.*8  rights  as  the 
sitting  member,  no  vacancy  having  occorred, 
and  he  having  never  rerigned. 

The  Chaib  said  that  It  was  a  questkna  for 
the  Honse  to  take  Its  order  npon. 

Mr.  Obabt  prodnoed  the  certificate  of  Mr. 
DottV  election  irom  Governor  Dodge ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  MoEbdi  moved  to  lay  Mr.  Cbakt's  mo- 
tion on  the  table,  bnt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbbobb,  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  Butijeot  was  postponed  till 
•Thnrsday  next. 

The  Chaib  lidd  before  the  Honse  a  letter  from 
the  Ohief  Clerk,  notifying  the  Honse  of  the 
death  <tf  CoL  Walter  S.  iSusKUN,  1^  01«rk 
to  the  Honse  oS  Bepresentatives,  which  was 
read. 

Mr.  pRBDcnr  Hien  submitted  a  resotntioBf 
authorizing  the  Resent  Aaustant  Clerk  to  act 
aa  Clerk  of  the  House  until  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  FxANKLnr  should  be 
filled. 

Mr.  MtLuoAK  moved  to  amend  by  snbsUtntiiu 
a  resolution  for  the  Bouae  to  proceed  forthwith 
to  elect  a  Clerk. 
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Th»  Preddaift  Mmag$. 


Ifr.  Dbohooolb  moved  an  amendment  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  election  shoold  be  vwa 
9oee. 

Mr.  MiiOJOAS  inquired  if  this  nwdoa  was  in 
order. 

The  Chaib  roled  it  to  be  bo. 

Mr.  Dbohooolb  called  for  the  jeas  and  nays, 
which  being  ordered,  were — ^yeaa  llfl,  nays  91. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the 
latter  as  amended. 

So  the  Honse  determined  to  proceed  with 
the  election  of  a  Clerk  forthwith,  viva  voee^ 
and  HooH  A.  Ga.bland,  of  Yirgioia,  having 
received,  on  the  third  ballot,  a  miyority  of  all 
the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  for  the  re- 
Budnder  of  the  present  Congress. 


IN  SENATE. 

TuuDAT,  December  4, 

Hr.  Out,  of  AUbama,  appeared  in  his  plaoe. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Honse  of 
Bepresentwves  bj  Hr.  Gablahd,  their  Clerk, 
■tmng  that  the  Honae  was  organised  and  ready 
to  proceed  to  bnrinesa, 

Pre*idmC$  Ma$age. 
Mr.  WaiGHT,  from  the  Joint  Committee  ap- 

g Dinted  to  wait  on  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
tates  and  inform  him  that  qnoroms  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and  were 
ready  to  receive  any  comdhnioation  he  might 
make,  reported  that  the/  had  perfonned  thd 
duty  assigned  them. 

A  Message  was  then  reoeived  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  by  Mabtin  Yak 
■  BnuN,  jr.,  his  Private  Secretaiy,  as  f(dlows : 

Rthtf-tituent  of  the  Senate 

and  Hotue  of  Repreuntainet ; 
I  congratulate  you  on  the  finvorable  drcnmstances 
in  the  condition  of  our  country,  under  which  you 
reassemble  for  the  performance  of  your  ofBcial 
duties.  Though  the  anticipations  of  an  abundant 
harvest  have  not  everywhere  been  realised,  yet,  on 
the  whole,  the  labors  of  the  hnabandman  are  re- 
warded irith  a  bountifU  retom ;  iodnstiy  prospen 
in  its  vaiiQus  chanueb  of  bu^ess  and  enterprise ; 
general  health  again  prevails  through  our  vast  di- 
veidty  of  climate;  nothing  threatens,  from  abroa^ 
the  continuance  of  external  peace ;  nor  has  any 
thing  at  home  impaired  the  strength  of  those  fra- 
ternal and  domestic  ties  wliich  constitute  the  only 
guarantee  to  the  success  and  permanency  of  our 
b^ipy  Vidon,  and  which,  formed  io  the  hour  of 
peril,  liave  hitherto  Iwen  honorably  sustained 
through  every  vioiatitude  in  our  national  affairs. 
These  ble8sina|s,  which  evhice  the  care  and  benefl- 
eence  of  Providenoe,  call  fw  our  devoot  and  fervent 
gratitude. 

We  have  not  less  reason  to  be  grateful  for  other 
bouaties  bestowed  by  the  same  munificent  band, 
and  more  excludvely  our  own. 

The  present  jear  doses  the  first  half  century  of 
our  Federal  institutions ;  and  our  frystem— differing 
from  all  others  In  the  acknowledged,  practical,  and 
nnllmited  operaaon  whldi  it  has  fiw  so  long  a  period 


given  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  people— ha  m* 
been  ftdly  tested  by  experience. 

The  constitution  devised  by  onr  foreUien  a 
the  framework  and  bond  of  that  ^sten,  On  » 
tried,  has  become  a  settled  ferra  Govtmnt; 
not  only  preserving  and  protecUog  the  gmt  pib- 
ciples  upon  which  it  was  founded,  bat  woaitrtl; 
promoting  Individual  happiness  and  prints  oto' 
ests.  Though  subject  to  ettange  udatmim- 
cation,  whenever  deemed  inadequate  to  tfl  tbn 
purposes,  yet  such  is  the  wisdom  of  iti  coaainc 
tio^  and  so  stable  has  been  the  polilieintiM^ 
that  it  remdns  onaltered,  except  in  mattcn  €^^ 
tail,  comparatively  unimportant  It  Im  pnmd 
amply  suffident  for  the  varioas  aaetpsea  m/h 
dent  to  our  condiUon  as  a  nation.  A  fonadtU! 
foreEen  war ;  agitating  coUisions  between  doBcttic 
and,  In  some  respects,  rival  sovereigotiei;  (ea^ 
tatioos  to  interfere  in  the  intestine  conNtim  of 
,neigbl>oring  countries;  the  dangmaislKsw 
that  arise  in  periods  of  exceso've  pmpedtf;  aad 
the  anti-republican  tendeo(»es  <A  •tsocutMvedA 
— these,  with  other  trials  not  leas  foiwidiUe,  bm 
all  been  encountered,  and  thai  fir  wikmMj» 
asted. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  Ameriun  Vudb  to  tot 
the  advantSKes  of  a  Ooverament  entirelr  dqioJai 
on  the  continual  exerdse  of  the  fMpolirwOI;  ni 
our  experience  hu  shown  that  it  is  u  beDckoth 
practice  as  it  is  just  in  theory.  BuhncMsn 
change  made  in  our  local  insUtotiooi  hi  onlifli- 
uted  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage,  bi  'mnmi 
the  direct  influence  of  the  massoftbeeoaBiBi^, 
given  greater  freedom  to  individul  uRtiin,  nil 
restricted,  more  and  more,  the  menitffinm- 
ment;  yet  the*  Intelligence,  pnMenct,iii  pibitt- 
ism  of  the  people  have  Icept  paceiilk&ng- 
mented  respomdbUity.   In  no  coostt;  bu  tihci- 
don  been  so  widely  difliiflcd.  Doraatio  pew  ta 
nowhere  so  largely  reigned.  The  dosebooiof 
social  Intercourse  have  in  do  tuUiee  {nniU 
irith  such  harmony  overaqMMiOviit  Aljs* 
of  religion  have  united,  for  ti»  fint  tlBft  to 
charity  and  piety,  because,  for  the  frit  ttae  a* 
history  of  nations,  all  have  been  touHy  ait>"- 
mellcd,  and  absolutely  free.  The  deqMt  nam 
of  the  wilderness  have  b«en  peoetnled;  jrt,*- 
stead  of  the  rudeness  in  the  sodtl  eonditioacw 
quent  upon  such  adventures  cbe*faei^wiwi| 
commuidlies  have  sprung  up,  slretdjssii'"''" 
prosperity,  general  bitc^gence,  intenul  ^* 
fity,  and  the  wisdom  of  tbdr  poUliaJ  in^o* 
Internal  improvement,  the  frnit  of  fn^w"'* 
terprise,  fostered  by  the  protecdon  of  tte 
has  added  new  links  to  t!ie  «»ire«»t«^ 
fresh  rewards  to  provident 
questions  of  domestio  policy  hare  ""^^l?^ 
settled  by  mutual  forbeaiasce;  wd  «FJ<^ 
commerce,  and  mannfccturea,  minuter  w» 
other.    Taxation  and  public 
which  bear  so  heavily  npon  iD  oiber 
have  pressed  with  comparatiTe  hE''t°^!TL^ 
Without  one  entangiing  slUaiwe,  om  ineww 
prized  by  every  ^tion ;  «d  the 
sens  are  everywhere  respected,  «<*^^T;'-j 
known  to  be  guarded  bya  luiited.aei*^'"* 
watchful  people.  ,     • -winnm 

To  this  pSsl  operation  of  '^'^ff^l 
evident  au^  successful,  we  owe  tl»[ '"-^^fS-. 
tachment  to  them  which  is  among  tlw  m^"^ 
tog  exhibWons  of  pcpnlsr  seatuDent,  «d  nil 
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iJi^  b«*t  ■eoority,  in  time  to  ooou,  agilnct  fbrefgD 
or  dmnestlo  MMolL 

This  review  of  the  results  of  onr  insUtatiooB,  for 
half  a  century,  without  exciting  a  spirit  of  Tmlo 
exultation,  should  serve  to  impreu  upon  us  the 
^reat  princli^es  from  which  they  have  aprung; 
BonKant  sad  direct  saperTidoa  by  the  people  over 
BT«ry  poblw  measure ;  strict  fotbesraoce  oa  the 
p«rfc  of  the  Goremment  from  exerci^og  any  doubt- 
ful or  disputed  powers;  and  a  cautious  abstinence 
frma  all  iaterfereoce  with  concems  which  properly 
beloDg,  and  are  beat  left  to  State  regalatioaa  and 
iBdividual  enterprise. 

Full  information  of  the  state  of  our  foreign 
afbirs  haring  been  recently,  on  difforeat  occa- 
MODB,  submitted  to  Congress,  I  deem  it  necessary 
now  to  bring  to  your  notice  only  such  arents  as 
hare  sttbsequently  occurred,'  or  are  of  sudi  Impor- 
tune* as  to  require  particular  attention. 

The  most  amicable  diapositions  continue  to  be 
exhibited  by  all  the  nations  with  whom  the  Gov- 
ernmeat  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  an 
babitual  intercourse.  At  the  date  of  my  last  an- 
nual menace,  Mexico  was  tbo  only  nation  which 
could  not  be  included  in  'so  gratifying  a  reference 
to  opr  fordgn  relations. 

I  un  happy  to  be  now  able  to  inform  you  that 
an  adTanoe  has  been  made  towards  the  adjustment 
of  our  difficulties  with  that  Republic,  and  the 
xestoratioQ  of  the  customary  good  feeling  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  This  important  change  baa 
Iwen  ^Ibcted  by  coodliatory  negotiations,  that 
liave  resulted  in  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  between 
the  two  Goveroments,  which,  when  ratified,  will 
refer  to  the  arbitrament  of  a  friendly  power  all  the 
Bol^eots  of  controversy  between  us  growing  out  of 
iiyuriea  to  iudividuals.  There  is,  at  present,  also, 
reason  to  believe  that  an  equitable  settlement  of 
all  dispoted  points  will  be  attabed  without  further 
diffleaky  or  unnecessary  delay,  and  tiiua  anthoriie 
the  free  resumption  of  diplomaUo  interoonne  with 
our  ^ter  Republic. 

"With  respect  to  the  north-eastern  boundary  of 
the  United  States,  no  offidal'  correspondence  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Bribun 
has  passed  since  that  communicated  to  Congress 
towards  the  otose  of  their  last  seasioo.  Tbe  ofibr 
to  negotiate  a  convention  for  the  appointment  ot  a 

i'  mnt  eommisdon  of  survey  and  exploration,  I  am, 
owerer,  assured  will  be  met  by  her  Hajesty's  Gov- 
ernment in  a  conciliatory  and  friendly  spirit,  and 
instructions  to  enable  the  British  Minister  here  to 
coBclode  such  an  arrangement  will  be  transmitted 
to  Um  without  needless  delay.  It  is  hoped  and 
expected  that  these  hutnictions  will  be  of  a  Ubetal 
character,  and  that  this  negotiation,  if  successful, 
will  prove  to  be  an  important  step  towards  the 
aatisbctory  and  final  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
Tersy. 

I  bad  hoped  that  the  respect  for  the  laws  and 
zegard  for  the  peace  and  honor  of  their  own  coun- 
try, which  has  ever  characterised  tbe  citizens  of 
tiio  United  States,  would  have  fwevented  any  por- 
tion of  them  from  using  any  means  to  promote  bi- 
surrection  in  tbe  territory  of  a  power  with  which 
we  are  at  peace,  and  wiUi  which  the  tJuitod  States 
are  detirous  of  maintaining  the  most  frieniUy  rela- 
tions. I  regret  deeply,  however,  to  be  obliged  to 
inform  vou  that  this  has  not  been  tbe  case.  Jofor- 
motion  lias  been  given  to  me,  derived  from  offidal 
sod  other  sources,  that  many  eitisens  of  the  United 
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Slates  have  aasodtted  together  to  make  hostile  in- 
cnrdons  from  our  territory  into  Canada,  and  to 
aid  and  abet  insurrection  there,  in  violation  of  the 
obligations  and  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  and  ia 
open  disregard  of  their  own  dutiee  as  ettizens. 
This  information  has  been  in  part  confirmed,  by  a 
hostile  invaaon  actually  made  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  coqj  unction  witii  Canadians  and 
others,  and  accompamed  by  a  forcible  seizure  of 
the  property  of  our  citizens,  and  an  ap|dication 
thereof  to  tbe  prosecution  of  military  operations 
against  the  authorities  and  people  of  Canada. 

Tbe  results  of  these  criminal  assaults  upon  the 
peace  and  order  of  a  neighboring  country,  have 
been,  as  was  to  be  expected,  fatalfy  destructive  to 
tbe  misguided  or  deluded  persons  engaged  in  them, 
and  highly  injurious  to  those  in  whose  behalf  they 
are  professed  to  have  been  ondertaken.  The  au- 
thontiea  in  Canada,  from  intelligence  rectived  of 
such  intended  morementa  among  our  eitisens,  have 
felt  themselves  obliged  to  take  precautionary  meas- 
ures against  them ;  have  actually  embodied  the 
militia,  and  assumed  an  attitude  to  repel  tbe  inva- 
uon  to  whush  they  believed  the  eohnues  were  ex- 
posed fiwn  the  United  Sutes.  A  state  of  feeling 
on  both  ddes  of  tbe  frontier  has  thus  been  pro- 
duced, which  called  for  prompt  and  vigorous  Inter- 
ference. If  an  insurrection  existed  in  Canada,  the 
amicable  (Uspositions  of  tbe  United  States  towards 
Great  Britain,  as  well  as  their  duty  to  themselves, 
would  lead  them  to  maintain  a  strict  neutrality, 
and  to  restrain  tb^  citizens  from  sU  violations  of 
the  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  its  enforce- 
ment. But  this  Government  recognizes  a  still 
higher  obligation  to  repress  all  attempts  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens  to  disturb  the  peace  of  a  coun- 
try where  order  prevails,  or  has  been  re-established. 
Depredations  by  our  citizens  upon  nations  at  peace 
wito  the  United  States,  or  combinations  for  com- 
mitting them,  have  at  aU  times  been  regarded 
the  Aimerioan  Government  and  people  with  the 
greatest  abhorrence.  Uilitary  incursions  by  our 
atizens  into  countries  so  situated,  and  the  com- 
mission of  acts  of  violence  on  the  members  thereof^ 
in  order  to  effect  a  change  in  its  government,  or 
un^r  any  pretext  whatever,  have,'  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  Government,  been  held  equally 
crimiDal  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  them,  and 
as  much  deserving  of  punldiment,  as  would  be  the 
disturbance  of  tbe  pubbo  peace  by  tbe  perpetration 
of  umilar  acts  within  our  own  territory. 

By  no  country  or  persons  have  these  invaluable 
principles  of  international  law— principles,  tbe  strict 
observance  of  whieblsso  hufispensi^  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  Bociul  order  in  the  worid — been  more 
earnestly  cherisbed  or  sacredly  respected  than  by 
those  great  and  good  men  who  first  declared,  and 
finally  established,  the  independence  of  our  own 
country.  Tbey  promulgated  and  maintained  them 
at  an  early  and  critical  period  in  our  history ;  they 
were  subsequently  embodied  in  leg^lative  enact- 
ments of  a  highly  penal  character,  the  Ciitfaful  en- 
forcement of  wbioh  has  hitherto  been,  and  win,  I 
trust,  always  continue  to  be,  regarded  as  a  duty 
intepoiably  assorted  with  the  maintenance  of  our 
national  honor.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
States  ahonld  feel  an  interest  in  tbe  spread  of  po- 
litical institutions  as  free  as  they  regard  their  own 
to  be,  is  natural ;  nor  can  a  sincere  solicitude  for 
tbe  success  of  all  those  who  are,  at  any  time.  In 
good  fiuth  struggling  for  their  scquisitiw,  b«  tm- 
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pated  to  onr  citizens  as  a  crime.  With  the  entire 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  an  nndisgoiaed  cxprMraon 
thereof,  on  their  part,  the  Government  has  neither 
the  right,  Dor,  I  trust,  the  disposition  to  iaterfere. 
Bnt  whether  the  interest  or  the  honor  of  the 
United  States  require  that  the;  should  be  made  a 
partj  to  any  such  struggler  and,  by  ineritable  con- 
fleqaence,  to  the  war  which  Is  waged  in  its  support, 
Ifl  a  question  which,  by  our  constitutioD,  is  wisely 
left  to  CoDgTMs  aloiie  to  dedde.  It  la,  by  the  laws, 
already  made  criminal  in  onr  dtlzens  to  cmbtrnM 
or  anticipate  that  decluon,  by  nnauthorixed  military 
operations  on  their  part.  Offences  of  this  char- 
acter, in  addition  to  their  criminality  as  Tiolationg 
of  the  laws  of  our  country,  hare  a  direct  tendency 
to  draw  down  upon  onr  own  citizens  at  large  the 
tanlti|died  erils  of  a  foreign  war,  and  expose  to  in- 
jurious impQtations  the  good  faith  and  honor  of  the 
country.  As  such  Aey  deserve  to  be  put  down 
irhh  promptitude  and  de^on.  I  cannot  be  mis- 
taken. I  am  confident,  In  counting  on  the  corral 
and  general  concurrence  of  our  fellow-citizena  in 
this  sentiment.  A  copy  of  the  procladatlos  which 
I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  Issue,  is  herewith  comma- 
nioated.  I  cannot  but  hope  that  the  good  sense 
and  patriotism,  the  regard  for  the  honor  and  repn- 
tatloa  of  their  conntiy,  the  respeet  for  the  laws 
which  they  bare  themselves  enacted  for  their  own 
government,  and  the  love  of  order  for  which  tiie 
mass  of  our  people  have  been  so  long  and  so  justly 
distinguished,  will  deter  the  comparatively  few  who 
are  enga^d  in  them  from  a  further  prosecution  of 
•uh  desperate  enterprises.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
existing  laws  have  been,  and  will  eontinue  to  be, 
fUthAiny  executed ;  and  every  effort  will  be  made 
to  carry  them  out  in  their  fbll  extent  Whether 
they  are  sofficient  or  not,  to  meet  the  actual  stat« 
of  things  on  the  Oanadlan  froi^r,  it  U  for  Con- 
gress to  decide. 

It  win  appear  from  the  correspondence  herewith 
submitted,  tnat  the  Ooveniment  of  Rns^  declines 
a  renewal  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention 
of  April,  1824,  between  the  United  States  and  his 
Imperial  Kajesty,  by  the  third  article  of  which  it  is 
agreed  that  "  hereafter  there  shall  not  be  formed 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  under  the 
authority  of  the  s^d  States,  any  eatablishment  upon 
the  north-west  coast  of  America,  nor  In  any  of  the 
islands  m^uent,  to  the  north  of  W  40'  of  north 
latitude ;  and  that  hi  the  same  manner  there  shall  be 
none  formed  by  Bussiau  subjects,  or  under  the  au- 
thority of  Rus^a,  south  of  the  same  parallel ; "  and 
by  the  fourth  ar^ole,  *'  that,  during  a  term  of  ten 
years,  counting  from  the  signature  of  the  present 
convendoD,  the  ships  of  both  powers,  or  which  be- 
lonp;  to  their  citiecns  or  subjects  respectively,  may 
reciprocally  frequent,  without  any  hindrance  what- 
ever, the  Interior  seas,  gulfs,  harbors,  and  creeks 
upon  the  coast  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article, 
for  the  purpose  of  fishingand  trading  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  country."  The  reasons  asdgned  for 
declining  to  renew  the  provisions  of  this  article, 
are,  briefly,  that  the  only  use  made  by  our  citizens 
of  Uie  privilege  it  secures  to  them,  has  been  to  sup- 
ply the  Indiana  with  spirituous  liquors,  ammunition, 
and  fire-arms;  that  this  traffic  has  been  exchided 
fVom  the  Rossian  trade ;  and  as  the  supplies  fur- 
nished from  the  United  States  are  injurious  to  the 
Rusdan  establishments  on  the  north-west  coast,  and 
calculated  to  produce  complaints  between  the  two 
Ctoremmests,  bis  Imperial  Migesty  thinks  it  for  the 


interest  of  both  countries  not  to  Koedc  la  tk 
propodtioo  made  by  the  American  GefmmtlH 
tiie  renewal  of  the  article  last  refimedto, 

The  correspondence  IwrewiA  cwmmurintirf  j| 
show  the  grounds  opon  which  we  eonleod  ifcutli 
citizens  of  the  United  States  have,  iDdependeBl  i 
the  provirions  of  tiie  coaventiou  of  1824,  iHgh 
to  trade  with  the  natives  upon  the  eout  in  qw- 
tlon,  at  unocoopied  places,  ti&ble,  kmcTcr,  it  i 
admitted,  to  be  at  any  time  extii^itidied  bjtk 
creation  of  Rnsrian  estabUshmenta  at  nek  poD& 
This  rigbt  is  denied  by  the  Rasrian  Goferum, 
which  asserts  that,  by  the  oprntim  of  the  tttOj 
of  1824,  each  party  agreed  to  wure  dn  gennl 
right  to  land  on  the  vacant  coasts  on  tbe  retpedin 
udes  of  the  degree  of  latitude  referred  to,  ud  l^ 
cepted.  in  lieu  tliere<^  tbe  imitnal  prirll^  mo- 
tioned in  tbe  Iborlh  article.  Tb6Ci|ilalu)dhm- 
nage  employed  by  oar  citizens  hi  wa  tnda  vitb 
the.  nortn-west  coast  of  America  pcfaqs,  ui 
adverting  to  the  official  etatementa  aCiktcomaix 
and  navigation  of  tbe  United  States  for  Hit  W 
few  years,  l>e  deemed  too  inconadetaMc  in  tarn 
to  attract  much  attention ;  yet  tbe  sabjict  nuj,  ii 
other  respects,  deserve  the  caieftil  ctmsdentioeif 
CoogressL 

I  regret  to  state  tiiat  tiwUoAsdeoraeiAeirri 
ports  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Maico,idw:h,infl» 
sequence  of  differences  between  that  Sifittmt 
IVanoe,  was  instituted  in  Hay  last,  nnfiictmitdfilfl 
continues,  enforced  by  a  comp^t  titui  nral 
foree,  and  is  neoeesarily  ^barraBu^  to  tv  on 
trade  In  tbe  gulf,  in  common  widi  ibt  of  other 
nations.  Kvery  disposition,  horcrer,  i  bifimd  to 
exist  on  tbe  part  of  the  fYendi  6oTeniDat,to  m- 
der  this  measure  -as  littie  ouenos  m  pndkiUe  t» 
the  interests  of  the  citizens  of  tbe  Omttd  Btita,  ni 
to  those  of  neutral  commerce;  and  it  is  to  be  kc^ 
that  an  eariy  settlement  of  the  diflknltita  betna 
France  and  Mexico,  will  soon  re^rtabM  the  ta- 
monious  reladoos  fonoeriy  subosthig  bettteotha, 
and  again  open  the  ports  of  tint  Bepifalic  to  Ik  i» 
seb  «f  an  fHendly  natiMis. 

A  convention  for  marktog  fliat  part  of  tie  «• 
dary  between  Uie  United  States  and  the  KepaWe* 
Texas,  which  extends  from  tbe  mouUi  of  tbe 
to  the  Red  River,  was  concluded  and  Bgsed  m 
tntj  on  the  itith  of  April  last  It  ha  ^ 
ratified  by  both  Ooreniments;  sndseaaoMUiB* 
ores  wilt  be  taken  to  eanyitbito^«tti|" 
of  the  United  States. 

The  ap^ication  of  that  RepuMlc  for  idBSW 
into  this  Union,  made  in  Alport,  1837,  md  ra* 
was  declined  for  reasons  already  made  known  to  j«. 
had  been  fonnally  withdrawn,  as  will  "PP^J" 
the  aocompan^ng  copy  <rf  tiw  note  of  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  Texas,  wUeh  mi  " 
tiie  Secretary  of  State  on  tin  occnicm  cf  ie^ 
change  of  Uie  ratifications  of  Ae  eowerfB*" 
mentioned.  , 

Copies  of  ttie  convention  with  Texas, rfiw* 
mercial  treaty  concluded  wiUi  tiie  King  "T^f^ 
and  of  a  eimilar  tt%aly  with  the  Pen-B** 
federation,  tiie  ratifications  o(  ^bSA  ^'^Z 
oentiy  ezohaneed,  accompany  this 
Information  <ff  Congress,  and  for  bw*  i^"^ 
enactments  as  may  be  found  neceasary  or  eip«ne»i 
in  relation  to  dtMT  of  them.  . 

To  watch  over  and  foster  tiw  '"'^'''^^Vl^ 
nolly  fawreasfaig  and  widely  "t^^*^**?^!^ 
guard  tiw  rights  of  AmericsB  dtbon  "'■'^ 
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oem,  or  pleuare,  or  other  motives,  ma.y  tempt  into 
distant  climea,  and  *t  the  aame  time  to  cultivate 
those  sentimenta  of  mutual  respect  and  good  will 
wUch  experienoe  has  proved  eo  benefidil  in  inter- 
national intercourse,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  liaa  deemed  it  expedient,  ftom  time  to  time,  to 
establish  diplomatic  connections  with  different  foreign 
States,  b7  the  appc^tment  of  representatives  to 
reside  witiiin  their  respective  territories.  I  am  grati- 
fied to  be  enabled  to  announce  to  you  that,  dace  the 
cloaa  of  your  last  session,  these  rehitions  have  been 
opened  raider  the  bqqdest  ausi^eea  irith  Anstria  and 
the  Two  Sicilies ;  that  new  noodnationa  have  been 
made  in  the  respective  missions  of  Russia,  Branl, 
Belgium,  and  Sweden  and  Norway,  In  this  country ; 
and  that  a  Minister  Exbacsdinaiy  lus  been  received, 
accredited  to  this  Government  iVom  the  Argentine 
ConfederaUfHu 

Aa  expotition  of  the  fiseal  afiUra  of  the  Govern- 
meiit,  and  of  their  condition  for  the  past  year,  will 
be  made  to  yon  by  the  Secretary  of  the  IVeasury. 

The  available  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st 
of  January  next,  is  estimated  at  $2,^66,842.  The 
receipts  of  the  year,  from  customs  and  lands,  will 
probably  amount  to  $20,616,698.  These  usual  sources 
of  revenue  hare  been  increased  by  an  issue  of  Treas- 
ury notes-^f  which  less  than  eight  mHions  of  dollars, 
including  Interest  and  principal,  wiU  be  outstanding 
at  the  end  of  the  year — and  by  the  sale  of  one  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  $2,204,- 
871.  The  aggr^ate  of  means  from  these  and  other 
Bources,  with  the  balance  on  hand  on  tiie  Ist  of  Jan- 
uary last,  has  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  appro- 
priations by  Congress.  Hie  i^ole  expenditure  for 
the  yeor  on  their  account,  indoding  the  redemption 
of  more  than  eight  milUou  of  Aeasury  notes,  consti- 
tutes an  aggregate  of  aboat  ftwty  m*"ionw  of  dollars, 
and  will  sull  totve  in  the  Tressorj  th«  balanoe  b^we 
stated. 

Neariy  eight  millions  of  dollars  of  TreasuTy  notes 
are  to  be  paid  during  the  coming  year,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  apuopriatioos  for  the  mipprnt  of  Gov- 
ernment. For  bou)  these  purposes,  the  resoorces  of 
the  Treasury  will  undoubtedly  be  sufficrient,  if  tiie 
charges  upon  it  are  not  increased  beyond  tho  annual 
estimates.  No  excess,  however,  is  likely  to  exist ; 
nor  can  the  postponed  Ingtalment  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue be  d^Kwited  with  the  States,  nor  any  conader- 
able  ^)pro^iationa.  beyond  the  estimates  be  made, 
vrithout  eauting  a  defiiQiency  in  the  Treasury.  The 
great  caution  advisable  at  all  timesk  of  limiting  appro- 
priations to  the  wants  of  the  pulmc  service,  is  ren- 
dered necessary  at  present  by  the  prospective  and 
rapid  reduction  of  the  tariff;  while  the  rigilant  jeal- 
ousy, evidently  excited  among  the*people  by  the 
occurrences  of  the  last  few  years,  assures  us  that  they 
expect  from  their  representatives,  and  will  sustidn 
them  in  the  exerdse  of,  the  most  rigid  economy. 
Much  can  be  effected  by  postponing  appropriations, 
not  immedU^Iy  required  for  ttie  ordinal?  public  ser- 
vice, or.  for  any  preoung  emergency ;  and  much  by 
reducing  the  expenditures  where  tiie  entire  and  im- 
mediate acoom{dIshineDt  the  objects  in  yiew  ia  not 
indiapenBable. 

When  we  eall  to  mind  ttie  recent  and  extreme 
embarrassments  produced  by  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper,  aggravated  by  the  unforeseen  withdrawal 
of  much  foreign  capital,  and  the  inevitable  derange- 
ment ariung  from  the  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States  as  required  by  Congress ; 
and  coDrider  the  heavy  expenses  incuited  by  the  i%* 
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moval  of  Indian  tribes ;  by  tiie  military  operations 
in  Florida ;  and  on  account  of  the  unusually  large 
appropriations  made  at  the  last  two  annual  see^ons 
of  Congreea  for  other  objects,  we  have  suikmg  evi- 
dence, in  the  present  efficient  state  of  our  fioance& 
of  the  abundant  resources  of  the  country  to  f^ilfil  all 
its  obligations.  Nor  is  i^Jess  gratifying  to  find  that 
the  general  business  of  the  oooununity,  deeply  aflfect- 
ed  as  it  has  been,  is  reviving  with  additional  vigor, 
chastened  by  the  lessons  of  the  past,  and  animated 
by  the  hopes  of  the  future.  By  the  curtailment  of 
papef  issues ;  by  curt)ing  the  sanguine  and  adven- 
turous Bptiii  of  speculation ;  and  by  the  bonoraUe 
application  of  all  available  means  to  the  fnlfilment  of 
obligations,  confidence  has  been  restored  both  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  ease  and  facility  secured  to  all 
the  operations  of  trade. 

The  agency  of  the  Government  in  producing  these 
results  has  been  as  efficient  as  Its  powers  and  meana 
pennitted.  By  withholdhig  f^m  the  States  the 
depodt  of  the  fourth  instslment,  and  leaving  several 
nylons  at  long  credits  with  the  banks,  principally 
in  one  section  of  the  country,  and  more  immediately 
benefidal  to  it  *,  and,  at  the  same  time,  aiding  the 
banks  and  commercial  communities  in  ether  secti(ms, 
by  postponing  the  payment  of  bonds  for  duties  to  the 
amount  of  between  four  and  five  millions  of  dollars ; 
by  an  issue  of  Treasury  notes  as  a  means  to  enable 
the  Government  to  meet  the  consequences  of  their 
indulgence ;  but  affbrding,  at  the  same  time,  fadli- 
ties  for  remittance  and  exchange ;  and  by  steadily 
declining  to  employ  as  general  depositories  of  the 
public  revenues,  or  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
which  reAised  to  redeem  them  with  spede  i  t^.tiwse 
measures,  aided  by  the  &vorable  action  of  some 
the  banks,  and  by  the  support  and  co-operati(HJ  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  community,  we  have  witnessed 
an  eany  resumption  of  spede  payments  m  our  great 
commercial  capital,  promptiy  followed  fn  almost 
every  part  of  the  United  States.  This  result  has  been 
alike  salutary  to  the  true  interests  of  agriculture,  com- 
nteroe,  andmsnnfketnres;  to  poUle  morals,  vesflct 
fbr  the  laws,  and  that  oonfldeooe  between  man  and 
man  iriildi  is  so  essential  hi  all  our  social  rdationa. 

The  contrast  between  the  suspension  of  1814  and 
that  of  1887  is  most  striking.  The  short  duration 
of  the  latter ;  the  prompt  restoration  of  bnrinesa ; 
the  evident  benefits  resulting  from  an  adherence 
by  the  Government  to  the  oonstitutiooal  standard 
of  value,  instead  of  sanctioning  the  suspension  by 
the  receipt  of  irredeemable  paper;  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  large  amount  of  spede  in- 
troduced into  the  country  previous  to  1637,  afford 
a  valuable  illustration  of  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  such  a  crisis ;  nor  can  the  comparison 
fail  to  remove  the  impreraion  that  a  national  bank 
Is  necessary  in  such  emergencies.  Not  only  were 
specie  payments  resumed  without  its  ud,  but  ex- 
changes have  also  been  more  rapidly  restored  than 
when  it  existed ;  thereby  showing  that  private  cap> 
ital,  enterprise,  and  prudence  are  fuUy  adequate  to 
these  ends.  On  all  these  points  experience  seems 
to  have  confirmed  the  views  heretofore  submitted 
to  Congress.  We  have  been  saved  tiie  mortification 
ot  aeehig  the  distress  of  the  community  for  the  third 
time  adzed  on  to  fasten  upon  tfae  coonti?  so  dan- 
gerous an  bstitution ;  and  we  may  also  hope  that 
the  businessof  individuals  will  hereafter  be  relieved 
from  the  injurious  effects  of  a  continued  agitation 
of  that  disturbing  subject.  The  .limited  influence 
of  a  national  bank  hi  averting  derangement  in  the 
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exehanges  of  the  counb?,  or  in  cOmpeOing  the  re- 
imnption  of  specie  paymenia,  is  now  not  less  ap- 
parent  tban  its  tendeocytolBiffeaBB  InordiiuttsspM- 
nhtion  hj  sadden  expulsions  and  oontraettons;  its 
dii^oaiUoo  to  create  panic  and  embarrassment  for 
the  promotion  of  ita  own  designs ;  its  interference 
with  politics ;  and  its  &r  grq^ter  power  for  evil  than 
for  Kood,  either  in  regard  to  the  local  Institutions 
or  toe  operations  of  Government  itselt  What  was, 
bx  thete  renwets,  bat  apprehendoD  or  i^dnloit  irim 
•  national  bank  was  first  estaUisbed,  now  stands 
WHiflrmed  by  bondUating  experience.  The  scenes 
trough  which  we  bave  passied  conclusvely  pro  re 
how  litUe  our  commerce,  agriculture,  maQufactores, 
or  finances,  require  euoli  an  institation,  and  what 
dangers  are  attendant  on  its  power — a  power,  I 
trust,  never  to  l>e  conferred  by  the  American  peo- 
ple upon  their  Ooremroent,  and  still  less  upon  indi- 
TiduaJs  not  responuble  to  them  for  Its  nnaT<ddable 
abuses. 

My  couTiction  of  the  oeoessity  of  f^irther  legisla- 
tire  provisions  for  the  safekeeinng  and  dbburse- 
meot  of  the  public  moneys,  and  my  opioioQ  in  re- 
gard to  tbe  measures  best  adapted  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  have  been  already  sub- 
mitted  to  yon.  These  have  been  sbrengtbened  by 
recent  events ;  and.  In  the  ftiU  conviction  that  time 
and  experience  must  still  farther  demonstrate  their 
propriety,  I  feet  it  my  duty,  with  respectful  defer- 
ence to  the  conflicting  views  of  others,  again  to  in- 
'rite  your  attention  to  them. 

Witb  the  exc«)tion  of  limited  anms  deporited  in 
the  few  banks  still  emjdoyed  under  the  act  of  1889, 
the  amounts  received  for  duties,  and,  with  very  in- 
wndderable  exceptions,  those  accruing  from  lands 
abo,  have,  tince  the  general  suspension  of  spede 
payments  by  the  deposit  banks,  been  kept  and  ^ 
bnreed  by  tbe  Treasurer,  under  his  general  legal 
powers,  subject  to  the  saperinteudence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasnry.  Tbe  propriety  of  defining 
more  spedfically,  and  of  regulating  by  biw,  the  ex- 
ercBs  of  this  wide  scope  of  Executive  discretion, 
has  been  already  submitted  to  Congress. 

X  change  fn  the  office  of  collector  at  one  of  our 
principal  ports,  has  brought  to  light  a  defalcation 
of  tbe  gravest  character,  the  particulars  of  which 
will  be  laid  before  you  in  a  special  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Traaaury.  By  bts  report  and  tbe 
acoonputying  documents,  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe 
veekly  returns  of  tbe  defeulting  officer  apparentiy 
exhibited,  throughout,  a  iUthful  administration  of 
the  affairs  Intrusted  to  bis  management  It,  how- 
ever, now  appears,  that  be  commenced  abstracting 
the  public  moneys  shortly  after  his  appointment, 
and  continued  to  do  so,  progresrively  Increasing  the 
■moont,  for  the  term  o(  more  than  seven  years,  em- 
bracing a  portion  of  tbe  period  daring  wUch  the 
miblio  moneys  were  depouted  io  the  Bank  of  the 
ITnited  StatM,  the  whole  of  that  of  the  State  bank 
depout  system,  and  concluding  only  on  his  retire- 
ment from  office  after  that  system  bad  substantially 
biled,  in  consequence  of  tie  suspension  of  specie 
payments. 

The  way  In  whkh  this  defitlcation  was  so  long 
concealed,  and  the  steps  taken  to  indemnify  the 
United  States,  as  &r  as  practicable,  a^nst  toss, 
win  also  be  presented  to  you,  Tbe  case  is  one 
which  imperatively  claims  the  attention  of  Congress, 
and  fbmfabei  the  strongest  motive  for  the  estaUtab- 
ment  of  a  mora  wvwe  and  seonra  system  fbr  the 
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safekeepng  and  duborsement  of  the  pobSe  iiMM^ 
than  any  that  has  heretofore  existed. 

It  Beans  proper*  ^  *U  erents,  that,  by  aa  eariy 
enaetmeDt,  mnwar  ttt  that  of  other  coinitriea,  tka 
api^ication  of  public  money  by  an  officer  of  Gonn- 
ment  to  private  uses,  should  be  made  a  fekov,  aai 
vinted  with  severe  and  ignominioas  pwiMiiiicBL 
This  is  already,  in  efieet,  the  law  in  re^>ect  to  the 
mint,  and  hus  been  prodncUve  of  tbe  most  sBlotaiy 
resnlUL  Wbaterer  qntem  Is  adopted,  aaA  bb 
aetment  would  be  vise  as  an  Indc^iendeiit  lataam, 
since  pinch  of  the  public  moneys  most,  in  tbdr  col- 
lection and  ultimate  disbursement,  paee  twice  ikioa^ 
the  bands  of  public  officers,  in  whatever  manner 
they  are  intermediately  kept.  Tbe  GoveraiDcnt,  it 
most  be  admitted,  has  been  from  iiacoBUMDoemeot 
eomparativdy  fortonate  in  tUs  ntpteL  Bat  Ch* 
appointing  power  cannot  always  be  wdl  adrtoed  la 
its  selections,  and  the  experience  <tf  every  emmtej 
has  shown  that  pabUe  officers  are  not  at  all  tiaws 
proof  agfunst  temptation.  It  is  a  duty,  tbeTcfOTe, 
wliicb  the  Qovemment  owes,  as  well  to  Ae  mtBveala 
committed  to  its  care  as  to  the  officers  tbemeelTca,  to 
provide  every  guard  against  tranagreasiws  of  tUs 
character  that  is  ctmnstent  with  reason  and  hnmasa^ 
Congress  cannot  be  too  jealons  of  the  oondact  of 
tiiose  irtio  ai«  intrusted  vnth  tiie  pobUe  hmhmj  ;  sai 
I  shall  at  all  times  be  cUsposed  to  encoor^  a  watchM 
discharge  of  this  duty.  If  a  more  direct  oo-opoaliaB 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  In  the  supervioon  of  tbe  ccm- 
dnct  of  tbe  officers  intrusted  witit  tbe  cnatody  wmi 
appUcatioQ  of  tbe  public  money  is  deemed  deetrable^ 
it  will  give  me  i^easure  to  assist  in  ibe  ntMahmtmt 
of  any  jadii^us  and  cntstitatimal  plsn  l>y  wtteb. 
that  object  may  be  accompUdnd.  Tea  wiD,  is  jam 
wisdom,  determine  upon  the  prapiiety  «f  adoptn^ 
such  a  plan,  and  upon  the  measure  necessary  to  its 
etfectual  execution.  When  tiie  late  Bai^  otf  tiM 
United  States  was  incorporated,  and  made  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  moneys,  a  ri^t  was  leaened 
to  Congress  to  hispect,  at  its  pleasure,  by  m  esa- 
mittee  oi  that  body,  the  books  and  tbe  prooeedb^ 
of  tbe  bank. 

In  one  of  tbe  States  whose  baoUi^  inditalias 
are  si^>pased  to  rank  among  tbe  first  in  point  of  sta- 
bility, they  are  sul^ected  to  constant  examinatien  bj 
comi^srioners  q>pointed  for  that  paii>oee,  and  nHk 
of  the  Bocceas  of  its  banking  syst^  is  attriboled  ts 
tUi  watddhl  BuperviritUL  "AieBamecoanehHslM^ 
In  view  of  its  benefldal  'opention,  been  adopted  Iff 
an  a^oining  State,  fkvontbiy  known  fiv  die  case  k 
lias  always  bestowed  \xpm  iriiatever  rdalcs  to  its 
fiundal  coneeniB.  I  submit  to  your  eooaderatka 
whether  a  committee  of  Congress  might  not  be  praft- 
ably  eBid^ed*lu  InqMCting;  at  sndi  iirterrala  m 
nuriit  be  deemed  prww,  tbe  afldnandaoeonlRar 
aOaen  brtrasted  with  tbe  eastody  of  the  pdfia 
moneys.  Tbe  frequent  peribrmance  trf"  this  d^ 
mi^t  be  made  obligatory  on  tiie  ocnnmittee  m  re- 
q>ect  to  those  officers  w1k»  have  la^e  sums  ID 
posseedon,  and  left  discr^onary  in  re^teette  otiMm 
They  might  report  to  tbe  Executive  saA  de&leb- 
-tions  aa  were  found  to  exist,  with  a  view  te  a  ptooipi 
removal  from  ofitce  unless  the  defanlt  was  atfiolBo- 
torily  aoooonted  fiv;  and  report,  also,  to  CaBmi% 
at  me  onnmeuoement  of  eadi  aenion,  Oensna 
their  examinations  and  proceedings.  It  does  ajyw 
to  me  that,  with  a  satgection  of  this  daas  of  p^tlie 
oOoersto  tiie  geneial  vipernAM  of  theExeeotiv^ 
to  exudnation  I^^  a  flomadttee  of  GoivnaB  s> 
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wriods  t>f  iriiM^  ttwy  abonld  have  DO  preriotii  notioe, 
nd  to  proMcatitHi  ud  paiualunait  tB  tat  felony 
or  every  tmach  of  tnut,  the  safekeepiog  of  the 
>ublic  moneys  onder  dw  system  proposed,  be 
lUced  on  a  surer  fouiidst!<Hi  than  it  has  ever  occu- 
>ied  once  the  etablishmeDt  of  the  GoTenunent. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  lay  before  yoa 
dditlonal  informaUon  oootainiag  new  details  on  this 
Bteresting  subject  To  these  I  ask  yoor  early  atten- 
ioD.  That  it  should  have  given  rise  to  great  diver- 
ity  of  opinion  cannot  be  a  subject  of  soiprise.  After 
he  collection  and  custody  of  the  public  moneys  had 
leen  for  so  many  years  connected  with,  and  made 
ubeidiary  to,  the  advancement  of  private  interests, 
.  return  to  the  sim[de  and  self-denying  ordinances  of 
he  constitution  could  not  but  be  difficult  But 
ime  and  free  discuadon  eliciting  the  seutlmeuls 
if  the  people,  and  aided  by  that  ccHHaUatny  qiiiit 
rhich  has  ever  characterised  their  course  on  great 
mergmdes,  were  relied  upon  for  a  saUsfactory  settle- 
oenb  of  the  question.  Abeady  has  this  anticipation 
>n  one  important  piuQt  at  least — the  impropriety  of 
[ivertuis  public  money  to  private  purposes — been 
ully  realiied.  There  u  no  Kasixi  to  wa^iffoen  that 
i^ialaUoQ  apoa  that  branch  of  the  sobject  would 
kow  be  embarrassed  by  a  difference  'i£  oiunion,  or 
ail  to  reofflve  the  cordial  support  of  a  large  m^ority 
if  our  constituents.  The  connecUon  which  foimeriy 
xlsted  between  the  Qovenuneut  and  banks,  was  in 
eality  iiyurious  to  both,  as  well  as  to  the  genond 
ntoKBta  of  the  eonunnnity  at  large.  It  aggraTated 
he  disasters  of  trade  and  the  derangements  of  com- 
QCrcial  intercourse,  and  administered  new  excite- 
oent  and  additional  means  to  wild  and  reckless  spec- 
ilations,  the  diswp<Mntment8  of  which  threw  the 
country  into  convulsiona  of  panic,  and  all  but  pro- 
luced  violence  and  bloodshed.  The  imprudent  ex- 
lansion  of  bonk  credits,  wluch  was  the  natural  result 
it  the  command  of  the  revenues  Xif  the  State,  fui^ 
dshed  the  reaouiees  for  miboonded  license  in  every 
ipooie*  of  adventnra,  seduced  industry  frran  its  r^- 
ar  and  salutary  occupations  by  the  hope  of  ahnn- 
lance  without  labor,  and  derangied  the  social  state  by 
enq>tiiiK  all  trades  and  professions  into  the  vortex 
>f  ^>ecuation  on  remote  conlinsendes. 

Ilie  same  wide-dreading  innuence  impeded  also 
he  reaoorces  of  the  Goverunentj  curtsiled  its  oseful 
>perationB,  ombarraased  the  Ailfllment  of  its  oblin- 
ions,  and  serioniljioterfered  with  the  execntion  of  toe 
aws.  Lsrge  ^iiwopriatioiu  and  oppmAfti  taxes  are 
he  natural  consequences  of  sudi  a  connecti<m,  since 
hey  increase  the  profits  of  those  who  are  allowed  to 
ise  the  pablio  funds,  and  make  it  their  interest  that 
noner  should  bo  aeeamulated  and  expenditmes  mul- 
iplied.  It  is  thus  that  a  concentrated  money  powa> 
s  tempted  to  become  an  active  agent  in  political 
iffairs,  and  all  past  experience  has  shown  on  which 
lide  that  influence  will  be  arrayed.  We  deceive  our- 
telres  if  we  suppose  that  it  will  ever  be  found  oaeert- 
ng  and  supporting  the  rights  of  the  community  at 

T,  in  oppodtion  to  the  claims  of  the  few. 
a  Government  whose  distinguishing  characteristic 
iboold  be  a  difihdon  and  M|iia&iatioB  of  its  benefits 
ind  bnrdeoa,  the  advanti^  of  individuals  will  be 
uigmenled  at  the  expense  of  the  mass  of  the  people. 
^at  is  it  the  nature  of  combinations  for  the  adquin- 
ion  of  le^islaUve  influence  to  confine  their  inter- 
'erence  to  the  ungle  otgect  for  which  they  were  orig- 
nally  ftmned.  The  temptaUon  to  extend  it  to  other 
nattm,  is,  on  the  cwtiary,  not  unfrequently  too 
itnm^  be  reined.  Tlie  inflscnM  in  tbo  dbeotim 


<^  puUic  al&in,  of  the  community  at  large,  is,  there- 
fore, in  no  slight  danger  of  being  sensibly  and  i^u- 
riously  aObcted  by  nving  to  a  comparatively  small, 
but  very  effident  class,  a  direct  and  exclunve  per- 
sonal interest  in  so  important  a  portion  of  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  as  that  which  relates  to  the.custody 
of  the  public  moneys.  If  laws  acting  upon  private 
interests  cannot  always  be  avoided,  they  shoidd  be 
confined  within  the  narrowest  Ihnits,  and  Ittlt, 
wherever  postible,  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States^ 
When  not  thus  restricted,  they  lead  to  combhuutims 
of  powerM  assodations,  foster  an  influence  necessa- 
rily selfish,  and  turn  the  fair  coarae  of  legislation  to 
sinister  ends,  rather  tiian  to  olqjecta  that  advance 
public  Uberty,  and  promote  the  general  good. 

The  whole  subject  now  rests  with  you,  and  I  can- 
not bat  express  a  hope  that  some  wflidte  mesinue 
will  be  adf^rted  at  the  present  sesrfon. 

It  wilt  not,  I  am  sure,  be  deemed  out  of  place  for 
me  here  to  remark,  that  the  declaration  of  my  views 
in  oppomtion  to  the  policy  of  employing  banks  as 
depodlories  of  the  Government  funds,  cannot  justiy 
be  oonstned  as  indicstive  of  hostility,  (Mffidal  or 
personal,  to  those  inatitntions ;  or  to  repeat,  In  tida 
fonn,  and  in  connection  with  this  sulject,  opiniou 
wbidtt  I  have  nniformly  entertained,  and  on  aU  pro- 
per occasions  enreesed.  Though  always  o[^»oeed 
to  their  creation  m  tiie  form  of  exdudve  pri^»es, 
and  as  a  State'  magistrate  aiming  by  impropriate  leg- 
islation to  secure  the  community  agamst  the  conse- 
quences their  occasional  mismanagement,  I  have 
yet  ever  wished  to  see  them  protected  in  tite  exercise 
of  rights  conferred  by  law,  and  have  never  doubted 
their  utility,  when  properly  managed,  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  trade,  and,  through  that  chonnd,  the 
other  interests  of  the  community.  To  the  General 
Government  the^  present  themselves  merely  as  State 
institutions,  havmg  no  necessary  connection  with  its 
legation  or  its  administration.  Like  other  State 
esbablishments,  they  may  be  used  or  not  in  cm- 
ducting  the  aflUrs  of  the  Ooremment,  as  public 
policy  and  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  may 
seem  to  require.  The  only  safe  or  proper  prindpd 
upon  which  their  interconrse  with  the  Government 
can  be  r^ulated,  is  that  wbidi  r^ulates  their  inter- 
course with  the  {Hivate  dtizen — the  conferring  of 
mutual  benefits.  When  the  Government  can  accom- 
plish a  flnandal  (fteration  better  with  the  aid  of  the 
banks  than  without,  It  should  be  at  Uber^  to  seek 
that  ud  as  it  would  the  services  of  a  [udvate  banker, 
or  other  capitalists  or  agents,  nviog  the  preference 
to  those  who  will  serve  it  on  the  best  terms.  Nw 
can  there  ever  exist  an  interest  in  the  officers  of  the 
General  Government,  as  sodi,  inducing  them  to  em- 
barrass or  annoy  the  State  banks,  any  more  than  to 
incmithe  hostility  of  any  other  daas  of  State  insti- 
tutions, or  of  private  dtiiens.  It  is  not  in  the  dsp 
tare  of  things  that  hostiUty  to  those  institutions  can 
spring  from  this  source,  or  any  opposition  to  their 
course  of  business,  except  when ,  they  themselves 
depart  flrom  the  otjccts  of  their  creation,  and  attempt 
to  usurp  powers  not  conferred  upon  thon,  or  to  sob-- 
vert  the  standard  of  value  estabUdied  by  the  consti- 
tution. While  opposition  to  thdr  regular  (q>erati(uu 
cannot  exist  in  tins  quarter,  redstance  to  any  atteim)t 
to  make  the  Government  dependent  upon  them  for 
the  successful  Mmlnistration  of  public  afflurs,  Is  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  I  trust  it  ever  will  be  of  indina- 
tion,  no  matter  from  what  motive  or  consideratitn 
the  atten^it  v^y  originate;!, 
Uiimnaretban  jnafetothefaaiikito  lay.tiMt, 
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in  tbe  late  emei^ncy,  most  of  them  firmly  rensted 
the  etroDgeBt  temptation  to  extend  thdr  paper  issues, 
when  apparently  sustained  in  a  suapeneioD  of  cpede 
payments  by  public  opinion,  even  tbou^  in  some 
cases  invited  by  le^lative  enactmenta  To  this  hon- 
orable course,  aided  by  the  resistance  of  tbe  General 
Government,  actbg  in  obedience  to  tbe  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  introduction 
of  an  inedeemaUe  paper  medium,  may  be  attribated, 
In  a  great  d^ree,  the  ^eedy  restoration  €f  our  etas 
rency  to  a  sound  state,  and  uw  budness  of  the  cotm- 
try  to  its  wonted  prosperity.  The  banks  have  but  to 
continue  In  the  same  safe  course,  and  be  content  in 
tbeir  appropriate  sphere,  to  avoid  all  Interference  from 
tbe  General  GoTemment,  and  to  derive  from  it  all  the 
protection  and  benefits  which  it  bestows  on  other 
State  establishments,  on  the  people  of  the  States, 
and  on  tbe  States  themselves.  In  tUa,  tbrir  true 
position,  they  cannot  but  secure  tbe  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  people  and  tbe  Government,  which 
they  can  only  lose  when,  letting  from  their  ledti- 
mete  sphere,  they  attempt  to  control  tbe  operations 
of  the  Government  to  their  own  purposes. 

Our  experience  under  the  act  passed  at  the  last 
session,  to  grant  •pre-emption  rights  to  settlers  on 
the  pubBc  UDds,  Imb  as  yet  been  too  limited  to  en- 
able OB  to  pronounce  with  safety  upon  the  efficacy 
of  its  proviedons  to  carry  out  the  wisQ  and  llbenu 
policy  of  the  Government  in  that  respect.  There 
IB,  however,  the  best  reason  to  anticipate  favorable 
results  from  its  operatioa  The  recommendations 
fiumerly  submitted  to  yon,  in  respect  to  a  gradua- 
tion of  tbe  priee  of  tbe  pab^  lands,  remain  to  be 
finally  acted  upon.  Havlag  found  no  reason  to 
change  the  tIsws  then  expressed,  your  attention  to 
them  Is  ag^o  respectfully  requested. 

Every  proper  exerdon  baa  been  made,  and  will 
be  continued,  to  farry  out  the  wishes  of  Congress 
in  reUtion  to  the  tobacco  trade,  as  indicated  in  the 
several  resobitions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  the  le^lation  of  tbe  two  branches.  A 
favorable  impression  has,  I  trust,  been  made  In  the 
diiferent  foreign  countries  to  which  particular  at- 
tention has  been  directed,  and  although  we  cannot 
hope  for  an  early  change  In  their  policy,  as  In  many 
of  them  a  convenient  and  Urge  revenue  Is  derived 
from  monopolies  in  the  fabrication  and  sale  of  this 
article,  yet,  as  these  monopolies  are  really  Injurious 
to  the  people  where  tbey  are  established,  and  the 
revenue  derived  from  them  may  be  less  ii\JarioueIy 
and  with  equal  facility  obtained  from  another  and 
a  liberal  system  of  administration,  we  cannot  doubt 
that  our  efforts  will  be  eventually  crowned  wiUi 
success,  if  perristed  in  with  temperate  firmness,  and 
Buatained  by  prudent  le^slation. 

In  recommending  to  Cooness  tba  adoptloff  of 
the  necessary  proviaons  at  tills  session  fbr  taking 
tbe  next  census,  or  enumeration  of  Ae  Inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  the  suggestion  presents  itself 
whether  the  scope  of  the  measure  mlf^t  not  be  use- 
fliUy  extended,  by  causing  it  to  embrace  auUientic 
statistical  returns  of  the  great  interests  q)ecially 
intrusted  to,  or  necessarily  afl'ected  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress, 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
INiesents  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  state  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  several  branches  the  public  ser- 
vice confided  to  the  superintendence  of  that  officer. 

Tbe  law  increadng  and  o^^izing  the  military 
eatabUshment  of  the  United  States  has  been  nearly 
carried  Into  efbct,  and  the  army  has  been  exten- 


sively and  nsefbOy  emidoyed  daring  the  frt  m, 

son. 

I  would  andn  call  to  your  notice  Ibc  snlgett 
connected  with  and  essential  to  the  kiKUij  ^ 
fences  of  the  countir,  which  were  mbiniuHtajii 
at  tbe  last  sessfoo ;  but  which  were  not  acted  vf^ 
as  is  supposed,  for  want  of  time.  The  mo«t  inpw- 
tant  of  them  is  tbe  oi^anization  of  the  militM  w  lU 
maritime  and  Inland  frontiera.  THat  aemn  k 
deemed  important,  as  it  Isb^evedllntitvafii- 
nish  an  effeetivevolnnteef  force  IniMrflbet^ 
army,  and  may  form  the  basis  for  s  genenl  IJ^ 
tem  of  organization  for  the  entire  militia  o(  tk 
United  States.  Tbe  erection  of  a  ottkma]  boAj 
and  gunpowder  manu&etory,  and  ooeformi^ 
small  arms,  tbe  latter  to  be  situated  at  teat  pain 
west  of  tbe  Alleghany  Vountains,  all  ippctr  to  be 
of  sufficient'  importance  to  be  again  Bged 
your  attention. 

The  plan  proposed  by  the  Secretary  of  Tirf^ 
tbe  distribution  of  the  forces  of  tbe  Uultd  EtM 
in  time  of  peace,  is  well  calcnlated  to  pramia 
regularity  and  economy  in  tbe  fiacal  adnnaktridn 
of  the  service,  to  preserve  tbe  diidpEne  cf  Ibe 
troops,  and  to  render  them  available  for  tbe  Dais- 
tenanceof  the  peace  and  tranqi^ty  of  tbe  co» 
tiT.  ynOi  tUs  view,  Ukewbe,  I  tecMBDesd  At 
adeptioQ  of  the  plan  presented  by  tlut  ofietr  b 
the  defence  of  the  western  frontier.  Tie  fmm- 
tion  of  the  lives  and  property  of  onr  feQav^fDieu 
who  are  settled  upon  that  border  ooontrr.iavellH 
tbe  existence  of  the  bdnn  popolatini,  wbidmfb 
be  tempted  by  onr  rat  of  prepantiaB  tonA  m 
their  own  destntction,  and  attack  tbe  vtate  lede- 
ments;  all  seem  to  require  that  tliiiti^ 
be  acted  upon  without  dehty,  and  the  Wu  Depit- 
ment  authorized  to  pUcetlut  conntrrb  triilecf 
complete  defence  against  any  aaBaolt  frm  tbe 
numerous  and  warUke  tribes  which  are  censc^Ud 
on  tbat  border. 

ItaSbrdsme  rincerepletRMtobeibleloiffne 
you  of  tiie  entire  removd  of  tiu  Oienkec  bAs 
of  Indians  to  their  new  home  west  of  iht  Knsqft 
The  measores  authorized  by  CongresB  at  iti  li*  «■ 
sion  witb  a  view  to  the  long-fltaodiiK  cattmni? 
witii  them,  have  bad  tbe  h^^  ^^L^ 
agreement  conduded  with  them,  t^die  eonmoof 
general  in  that  country,  iriw  has  perlbiwd  «* 
ties  assigned  to  bimoDthe  ooeaaloa«ith«nBM» 
able  enei^  and  honanlty,  tbdr  w'"*"''"  ""S 
prindpally  under  the  conduct  of  thar  own  caie^  " 
they  have  emigrated  without  any  apparent  i^o^J* 

The  snccessftal  acoompH^ait  of  tiie  tap«w 
object ;  the  removal  also,  of  die  entire  Ct***"?* 
with  ttie  exception  of  a  small  number  of  Bgwi 
amongst  the  Sendnoles  hi  Florida;  tbe  pnms 
already  made  towards  a  speedy  compIetKm  rf* 
removal  of  tiie  Chickasaw^  tiie  ChoctawB,  IbelW 
watamies,  tiie  Ottawas,  and  tbe  Chippem8,rt*« 
cxteniive  purchases  of  Indian  lands  ^^^^ 
ent  year,  have  rendered  the  ^«eedy  and 
result  of  the  long-established  policy  of  the 
ment  open  tiie  sul^lect  of  indian  ifli" 
certain.  The  occasbn  !s,ti»erefoie,d«eiiw  M||^ 
one  to  place  tills  poUcy  in  sodi  s  f""' 
win  exonerate  tiie  Govenunent  of  the  DbiWWw 
from  the  undeserved  reproedi  whid  b«»  W" 
upon  it  tiuoogh  severJ  sncceaKve 
That  a  mixed  occupancy  of  tt>e  same  torrtoiTj  ^ 
white  and  red  man, Is  inoMnpatMe win  »^ 
at  hKpjfiasm  of  dtiw,  ii  a  pontiw  ■  «^  " 
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which  there  has  long  since  ceased  to  be  room  for  a  diT- 
ference  of  opinion.  Reason  and  experience  have 
alike  demonstrated  its  impracticability.  The  bitter 
Anita  of  every  attempt  heretofore  to  overcome  the 
barriers  inteipoaed  by  nature,  have  only  been  de- 
■toiction,  both  pby^ad  and  moni,  to  the  In^aa ; 
daaeeroiu  conflicts  (MT  aathority  between  the  Federal 
and  state  Governments ;  and  detriment  to  the  indi- 
vidual prosperity  of  the  dtizen,  aa  welt  as  to  the 
general  imiwovement  of  Uie  country.  The  remedial 
policy,  the  principles  of  which  were  settled  more 
than  thirty  years  ago,  under  ibe  admlnistratioD  of 
Hr.  Jefferson,  cotunsts  bi  an  exUnotijm,  for  a  Cur 
oondder^D,  of  the  title  to  all  lands  soil  occupied 
by  the  Indians  within  the  States  and  Territories  of 
the  United  States ;  their  removal  to  a  country  west 
of  the  Hississippi,  much  more  extenuve,  and  better 
adapted  to  their  condition,  than  that  on  wbidi  they 
then  remded ;  the  guarantee  to  them,  by  the  United 
States,  of  their  exclusive  possesion  of  that  country, 
forever,  exempt  from  all  intrusions  by  white  men, 
%rith  ample  proviuons  for  their  security  against  ex- 
ternal violence  and  internal  dissensions,  and  the 
extcnfflon  to  them  of  suitable  facilities  for  tlieir  ad- 
Tancement  in  dvilization.  This  has  not  been  tiie 
policy  of  particular  administrations  only,  but  of  each 
in  succesaioD  ance  the  first  attempt  to  carry  it  out 
under  that  of  Ur.  Monroe.  All  have  labored  for  its 
accomplidnnent,  only  with  ^flbrmt  d^piees  of  suc- 
cess. The  manner  of  Its  execution  has,  it  is  true, 
flrom  time  to  time,  given  rise  to  conflicts  of  opbion 
and  uqjust  impotanona;  but  in  respect  to  the  wis- 
dom and  necesdty  of  the  policy  itself,  there  has  not, 
IVom  the  beginning,  existed  a  doubt  in  the  mind  of 
any  calm,  judldous,  didnterested  friend  of  the  Indian 
race,  accortomed  to  reflection  and  enlightened  by 
experience. 

Occupying  the  double  character  of  contractor  on 
Its  own  accotmt,  and  guardian  for  the  parties  con- 
tracted with,  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
dealings  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  with  the  Indian 
tribes  would  escape  misrepresentation.  That  there 
occurred  in  the  euly  settlement  of  this  country,  as  In 
all  others  where  the  dvltizcd  race  has  succeeded  to 
the  poBseanons  of  the  savage,  instances  of  oppression 
and  fraud  on  the  part  of  tiie  former,  there  Is  too  much 
reason  to  believe.  Ho  audi  offences  can,  however, 
be  justly  duirged  upon  this  Qovemment  sEnce  it  bo- 
came  free  to  pursue  its  own  course.  Its  dealings 
with  the  Indian  tribes  have  been  just  and  friendly 
Hironghout ;  its  efforts  for  their  civilisation  constant, 
and  Erected  by  the  best  fedinga  of  humani^;  its 
watchfulness  in  protecting  them  from  iodiiddaal 
frauds  unremitting ;  its  forbearance  under  the  keen- 
est provocations,  the  deepest  ii^ories,  and  tiie  most 
flagrant  outrages,  may  challenge  at  least  a  compari- 
son with  any  nation,  andent  or  modem,  in  similar 
drcomstances ;  and  if  in  Aiture  tiokes  a  powerful,  civ- 
nixed,  and  hanqr  nation  of  bidians  sbul  be  finmd  to 
exist  iritiiin  wo  Umita  of  this  northnn  cootiaent,  It 
will  be  owing  to  the  oonsnnunation  of  that  poUcy 
which  has  been  so  niynstiy  assailed.  Only  a  very 
brief  reference  to  facts  in  confirmation  of  this  aaser- 
tion  can  in  this  form  be  given,  and  you  are,  there- 
fore, necessarily  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  further  detidls.  To  the  Cherokees. 
iriiose  case  has  periups  exdted  the  greatest  Aare  o( 
attention  and  sympirthy,  the  United  States  have 
granted  In  fee,  witii  a  perpetual  guarantee  of  exdndve 
and  peaceable  posaenon,  1S,564,1SS  acres  of  land, 
on  the  west  aide  of  the  lliflBtelppi,  eBgibl7  aito^ 


in  a  healthy  climate,  and  in  all  respects  better  suited 
to  their  condition  than  the  counby  they  have  left, 
in  exchange  for  only  9,492,160  acres  on  the  east  dde 
of  the  same  river.  The  United  States  have  In  addition 
stipulated  to  pay  them  five  million  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  fpr  thdr  Interest  in,  and  impnm- 
ments  on,  the  lands  thus  rdinquid>ed,  and  one  nA- 
lion  one  hundred  and  dxty  tiionsand  dollars  for 
8ub»Btence  and  other  benefidal  purposes;  thereby 
patting  it  in  their  power  to  become  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  Independent  separate  commmdties,  of 
the  same  extent,  in  the  worid. 

By  the  treaties  mode  and  ratified  irith  the  Mia- 
mies,  the  Chippewas,  the  SEoux,  tiie  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
and  the  Winnebagoes,  during  tiie  last  year,  tiie  Ixt- 
dian  tiUe  to  eighteen  million  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  titousandacrefl  has  been  extinguished.  These 
purchases  have  been  much  more  eztendve  than  those 
of  any  previous  year,  and  have,  with  other  Indian 
expenses,  borne  very  heavily  upon  the  Treasury. 
Tbey  leave,  however,  but  a  small  quantity  of  un- 
bought  Indian  lands  within  the  States  and  Tent 
tories;  and  the  Legislature  and  Executive  were 
equally  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  a  final  and  more 
speedy  extinction  of  Indian  titles  within  those  limits. 
The  treaties  idiich  were,  with  a  single  exception, 
made  In  pursuance  of  previous  appropriations  for 
defraying  the  expenses,  have  subsequeutiy  been  rati- 
fied by  the  Senate,  and  received  the  sanction  of  Cour 
gress  by  the  appropriatitms  necessary  to  carry  them 
into  effect  Of  the  terms  upon  which  these  impor-' 
taut  negotlktions  were  conduded,  I  can  speak  mm 
direct  biowtedge ;  end  I  feel  no  difficulty  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  the  exten^ve 
territory  embraced  by  them,  is  to  be  paid  for  at  its 
fur  value,  and  that  no  more  &vorable  t^hns  have 
been  granted  to  the  United  States  than  wodd  have 
been  reasonably  expected  in  a  negotiation  with  civil- 
ized men,  fiilly  capable  of  appreciating  and  protect- 
ing their  own  rights.  For  tiie  Indian  titie  to  116,-' 
M9,897  acres  acquired  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829, 
the  United  States  have  pud  |72,660,OKe,  in  peimap 
nent  annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  btdians,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  subsistence,  merdiandise, 
mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  and  Im- 
plements. When  the  heavy  expenses  Incmred  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  drcutnstance  that  so  Urge 
a  portion  of  the  entire  territory  will'  be  forever  un- 
salable, are  conddered,  and  tiits  price  Is  compared 
wiUi  tiiat  for  which  the  United  States  sdl  their  own 
lands,  no  one  can  doubt  that  justice  bos  been  done 
to  the  Indians  In  these  {rardiasea  aba  Oerl^  It  i% 
that  the  transactionaof  the  Federal  Oovemmentwlth 
the  Indians  have  been  uniformly  diaracterixed  by  a 
dncere  and  paiamouaf  desire  to  promote  their  wel- 
fare ;  and  It  must  be  a  soorcS  of  the  nicest  gratifi- 
cation to  every  friend  to  justice  and  humanity  to 
team  that,  notwithstanding  the  obstructions  from 
time  to  time  thrown  in  Its  way,  and  the^fflcoHies 
whldi  have  artaen  from  the  peonliar  and  Impraetiosr 
Ue  nature  of  the  Indian  character,  the  wise,  bomane, 
and  undeviating  policy  of  the  OiDvemment  hi  tliis, 
the  nuwt  lUfficult  of  all  our  relations,  foreign  or  domes* 
tic,  has  at  length  beenjustified  to  thdltroTid  in  its  near 
afmroach  to  a  happy  and  certain  consummation. 

!nie  condition  ot  the  tribes  vUdi  occupy  the 
country  set  ^part  tor  them  hi  the  West,  is  highly 
prosperous,  and  encour^es  the  hope  of  tiielr  Miiy 
dvilization.  They  have,  for  the  most  part,  aban- 
doned  the  hunter  state,  and  turned  tbdr  attentitm  to 
^pdodtval  pqfsdts.   All  Htm  vho  han  bean 
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established  for  any  leiwlli  <^  tim«  in  th&t  fertile 
region,  "tt"*^"  themeelTes  by  tbdr  own  iDdiutry. 
l^re  are  among  them  traders  of  no  iacon^derable 
capital,  and  planters  exporting  cotton  to  some  ex- 
toit;  but  the  greater  number  are  small  agriculturists, 
living  in  ccnnfort  upon  the  produce  of  tbdr  farms. 
Tib  recent  emigrants,  altliougli  tbey  have  in  Bome 
hiBtaiicesr«noTedreInctaotl7,oaTe  readily  acquiesced 
in  tbdr  unanMdable  destiny.  They  hare  found  at 
once  a  recompense  for  past  sufferings,  and  an  incen- 
tire  to  industrious  habits,  in  tlie  abundance  and  com- 
forts  around  them.  There  is  reason  to  l>elieTe  tbiU 
all  these  tribes  are  friendly  in  their  feelinfn  towards 
tiie  Cnited  States ;  and  it  ia  to  be  hop^  that  the 
aoquiaititm  of  Indiridtial  veahh,  the  punuits  of  agri- 
onltare,  and  haUts  of  industry,  will  ^winally  subdue 
tbidr  irariike  propenMdee  and  incline  them  to  miun- 
tain  peace  among  themselves.  To  effect  this  desir^ 
^e  object,  the  attention  of  Congress  is  solicited  to 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
fior  their  future  gOTenunent  and  protection,  as  wdl 
ftom  eadi  other  M  fitom  the  bostw^ctf  tbe  mriike 
tribes  arouDd  them,  and  the  intrusions  of  tbe  whites, 
llie  policy  of  the  Government  has  given  them  a  per- 
manent home,  and  guaranteed  to  them  its  peaceful 
and  andisturbed  ponesritm.  It  only  remains  to  give 
them  a  government  and  Uws  which  will  encourage 
industry,  and  secure  to  them  the  reward  of  their 
exertions.  The  importance  of  some  form  of  govern- 
ment cannot  lie  too  much  innsted  upon.  1^  ear- 
liest effects  will  be  to  diminish  the  causes  of  oo- 
oadons  for  hostilities  among  the  tribes,  to*inspire  an 
Interest  in  the  observance  of  laws  to  which  they  wiU 
hftVQ  themselves  assented,  and  to  mnlUply  the  securi- 
ties of  property,  and  the  motives  for  self-imjwove- 
ment.  Intimately  connected  with  this  suty'ect,  is  the 
establishment  of  the  militair  defences  reo(»ainended 
the  Secretary  of  War,  iniidi  have  beni  ■Imdj 
referred  to.  Without  them,  the  Gorwnment  will 
be  powerless  to  redeem  its  jHedges  of  protection  to 
ihe  emigrating  Indians  against  the  numerous  warlike 
Mbes  £at  surround  them,  and  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  frontier  settlers  of  the  bordering  States. 

The  case  tA  the  Sendnoles  oonstitutes  at  pceseot 
ika  only  exception  to  tbe  moeeasfiil  eHbrti  of  the 
fltfnnnnent  to  ranove  the  Indlaos  to  tbe  bomei 
aarigoed  them  west  of  tbe  Hiedsdppi.  Fonr  hun- 
dred of  this  tribe  emigrated  in  1886,  and  fifteen 
hundred  in  1887  and  1838,  leaving  in  the  country, 
it  is  supposed,  about  2,000  Indians.  The  continued 
treacherous  conduct  of  these  people ;  the  savage 
and  unprovoked  murders  ^y  have  lately  commit- 
ted, butohering  whole  ftoUlies  of  the  settiers  of  the 
Territory,  withont  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and 
making  their  way  into  the  very  centre  and  heart  of 
the  eouatry,  to  that  ifb  part  ofit  isfreeiVom  their 
ravages ;  ui«r  fVequent  attacks  on  the  light-houses 
along  that  dangerous  coast ;  and  the  barbarity  with 
which  they  have  murdered  tbe  passengers  and 
crews  of  audi  vessels  as  have  l^n  wrecked  upon 
tbe  reeft  and  keys  which  border  tbe  GnU;  leave  the 
Otfv«nniMat  do  altematiTe  but  to  continue  the 
military  operations  andnst  them  until  they  are 
totally  expelled  *om  Florida. 

There  are  other  motives  which  would  urge  the 
Government  to  pursue  this  course  towards  the  Sem- 
inolea.  The  United  States  have  fulfilled  in  good 
tttit  an  their  treaty  stipolatkms  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  have,  in  evefy  other  iostNtoe,  luMsted 
•mfo^  *  Uke  perfiHmance  irf  their  obUntloBS.  To 
rato  from  this  salutary  mie  beoaqae  the  Hrmhioles 


have  mdintained  themsdvei  n  long  in  tbe  terri- 
tory they  had  relinquished,  and,  ia  defiance  of  that 
frequent  and  solemn  eugagements,  BtOI  continne  t* 
wage  a  ruthless  war  against  tbe  United  States 
would  not  only  evince  a  want  of  constancy  m. 
our  part,  but  be  of  evil  example  in  our  interoonw 
with  other  tribes.  Expo^ence  has  ahown  that  In* 
little  is  to  be  gained  by  the  march  of  armies  tliroa^ 
a  coontry  so  intersected  with  in  accessible  mramps 
and  marshes,  and  which,  from  the  fatal  character 
of  the  climate,  must  be  abandoned  at  tbe  end  of 
the  winter.  I  recommend,  therefore,  to  your  at- 
tention, the  pUn  submitted  by  the  8eei«tary  of 
War  in  the  accompanying  report,  for  tbe  perma- 
Dent  occupation  of  the  portion  of  titoTetiitwy  fluid 
fVom  tbe  Indians,  and  the  more  efficient  proteeliiia 
of  tbe  people  of  Florida  from  thdr  inhuman  warlkne. 

From  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
berewitii  transmitted,  it  will  appear  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  disposable  naval  force  is  either  ac- 
tively employed,  or  in  a  state  of  preparatioa  for 
the  potposes  <tf  experienoe  and  disclplme,  and  Oe 
proteotton  of  our  commerce.  So  effbctaal  has  been 
this  protection,  that,  so  far  as  tbe  informatioB  of 
Government  extends,  not  a  sinj^  outrage  has 
been  attempted  on  a  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  the 
United  States,  within  tbe  present  year,  la  asy 
quarter,  however  distant  or  exposed. 

The  exploring  expediti<m  sailed  fVom  Korftdk  on 
the  19th  of  August  last;  and  infonnation  has  beca 
received  of  its  safe  atTival  at  the  idand  of  Ib- 
deira.  The  best  sidrit  animates  the  ofieeis  and 
crews,  and  there  is  everr  reason  to  anticfpat&  fitw 
its  efforts,  results  beneficial  to  commeiw  and  hon- 
orable to  the  nation. 

It  will  also  '  be  seen  that  no  redoctioa  of  the 
force  now  in  commission  is  cont^plated.  Tbe 
tuwettled  lUte  of  a  portiaa  of  Booth  Ameriea  rea- 
ders it  iudispensaUe  that  oar  oommercc  dMRdd  ra- 
cdve  {HVtection  in  that  quarter ;  the  vast  sad  in- 
crea/ring  interests  embarked  in  the  trade  of  the  In- 
dian and  China  Seas,  in  the  whale  fisheries  of  the 
Padfio  Ocean,  and  in  the  Gulf  of  Hexico,  reqiure 
equal  attention  to  their  nfety;  and  a  small 
squadron  may  be  employed  to  great  advantage  ea 
our  Atlantic  coast,  in  meeting  sudden  ^i-mmW  for 
the  reinforcement  of  other  stations,  in  aiding  mer- 
chant vessels  in  distress,  in  affording  actire  aervke 
to  an  additional  number  of  officers,  and  in  visitiif 
the  different  porta  of  the  United  States,  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  which  ia  obvioudy  of  the  h^hest 
importance. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  respectftally  called  to 
that  portion  of  tite  r^rt  recommendiDg  an  incrcsas 
in  the  number  of  smaller  veasds,  and  to  other  sug- 
gestions coDtaiaed  in  that  document.   Hhe  rapid  m- 
crease  and  wide  expsnrion  of  our  commerce,  wUeh 
is  every  day  seeking  new  avenues  of  profit^ile  ad- 
venture ;  the  abscdute  necea^ty  of  a  nanJ  force  ftr 
its  protection  precisely  in  the  degree  of  its  extemioat 
adnermrd  to  the  national  rights  and  htHur;  the 
recc^ecwgi  of  its  fiormer  exfdoitg,  and  the  aatid^ 
tion  of  its  fViture  triumphs  whenever  opportunity 
presents  itself,  which  we  may  ri^tfiiUy  indulge  from 
ttM  experience  of  the  past,  all  seem  to  pant  to  the 
navy  as  a  most  eGKdent  arm  of  our  national  defence, 
and  a  proper  olyect  of  lensti^ve  eneoursganeat 
'  Tbe  progress  and  oowUtion  of  tiie  Post  Office  De- 
partment will  be  Been  by  referatce  to  the  report  of 
the  Postmaster  Geoend.  The  extent  of  post  roach, 
coverod  by  mail  oonttacti,  is  stated  to  be  194,818 
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milM,  nd  the  umoal  traoaporUtion  upon  them  84,- 
Beo,20S.  The  oumber  of  poet  offioea  In  the  United 
States  ii  12,059,  and  rapidly  increadng.  The  groea 
rareDoe  for  Uie  year  ending  on  the  80th  day  of  Jtuw 
last,  was  aocnung  expenditurea, 

H,680,068 ;  excess  of  expendlttirea,  |ftl7,0S8.  This 
has  been  niade  op  cot  of  the  Borplns  preTiouaJy  on 
hand.  The  oaah  on  band  on  the  first  instant,  was 
9814,068.  The  rerenae  for  the  year  endhig  Jmie 
1838,  was  1181,640  more  than  that  fiM-  the  year  end- 
ing June  SO,  1887.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment bad  been  mduated  upon  the  anticipation  of  a 
largely  Increaaed  revenue.  A  moderate  curtailment 
of  mail  service  coosequeotly  became  neoeasary,  and 
has  been  eflfeoted,  to  shield  the  department  against 
the  dsnger  of  embarraauneBi.  Its  revenue  is  dow 
improving,  and  it  will  soon  resume  its  onward  course 
in  the  march  of  improvement. 

Tour  particuhu-  attention  ia  requested  to  so  much 
of  the  Postmaster  General's  report  as  relates  to  the 
transportation  of  Uie  miula  upon  the  pdlroads.  The 
laws  on  that  sulyect  do  not  seem  adeqnato  to  se- 
cure that  service,  now  become  almost  essential  to  the 
public  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  protect  the 
department  from  oomblnationa  and  unreasoooble  de- 
mands. 

Nor  can  I  too  earnestly  request  your  attenljon  to 
the  necessity  of  providing  a  more  secure  building 
for  this  department  The  danger  of  destruction  to 
wfaidi  its  important  books  and  papers  arc  contin- 
ually eqMwed,  as  well  from  the  highly  combustible 
cbaneter  of  ue  building  oocu[Hed,  as  firom  Uiat  of 
others  hi  the  vidnity,  calls  loadly  for  prompt  action. 

Tour  attention  is  sgiUa  eamestiy  invited  to  the 
soggestions  and  recommeodaUon  submitted  at  the  last 
session  in  respect  to  the  Pistrict  of  Columbia. 

I  feel  tt  my  duty,  also,  to  bring  to  your  notice  cer- 
tain proeeedinss  at  law  which  luTe  reoently  been 
proeeented  in  this  District,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  relation  of  Messrs.  Stockton  and  Stokee, 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  against  thd  Postmaster 
Oenerml,  and  which  have  resulted  in  the  paymmt  of 
money  out  of  die  National  Treasury,  for  the  first 
time  rince  the  estaUishment  of  the  Qovemment,  by 
jodidal  oompulsiwi  exercised  by  the  common  Uw 
writ  of  Bumwunos,  issued  by  the  circuit  court  of  this 
District 

The  bets  of  the  case,  and  tbe  groands  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  found  fully  Btat«d  in  the  report  of 
the  decision ;  and  any  additional  information  wfaidi 
you  may  de^  will  be  supplied  by  the  proper  depart- 
ment No  interference  in  the  particular  case  ia  con- 
templated. The  money  has  been  paid ;  the  chUms 
of  the  prosecutors  have  been  satisfied;  and  the 
vrboie  sottject,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is  finally 
di^eaed  of;  but  it  is  on  the  sopporittoo  that  the 
cue  may  be  regarded  as  an  authoritative  expoaitiMi 
of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  that  I  have  thought  it 
neoeasary  to  present  it  to  your  conddention. 

The  ot|jeo(  of  the  application  to  the  drcuit  court 
was  to  eonpei  tiie  Postmaster  General  to  oanr  into 
effect  an  award  made  by  the  Stdlcilor  of  die  Treas- 
ury, mder  a  special  act  of  Congress  for  tiie  settie- 
ment  of  certdn  dums  of  their  relators  on  the  Post 
Office  Department,  which  award  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral declined  to  execute  In  fhll,  until  he  sh^nld  re- 
ceive further  legislative  direction  on  the  suUeet  If 
the  duty  imposed  on  tiie  Postmaster  Oenenl,  by  that 
law,  was  to  be  n^orded  as  one  of  an  offldal  natara, 
behH^ng  to  his  ottee  as  »  bnuMh  of  the  Executive, 
than  ft  Is  obvioDB,  that  the  ouiisllriirtfmsl  conpeteii^ 


of  the  JutUdary  to  direct  and  control  him  in  its  dis- 
charge, waa  neceaaarily  drawn  in  qneation.  And  if 
the  duty  so  imposed  on  the  Postmaster  General  was 
to  be  considered  as  merely  ministerial,  and  not  exec- 
utive, it  yet  remained  to  be  shown  that  the  drcuit 
court  of  this  District  had  authority  to  interfere  by 
mandamus — such  a  power  having  never  before  been 
ssssrted  or  cUmed  by  that  court  With  a  view  to 
the  setttenuit  of  these  important  qikestioDS,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  drcuit  court  was  carried,  hi  a  writ  of 
error,  to  the  Supreme  Ck)urt  of  the  United  Statea, 
In  the  (qunion  of  that  tribunal,  the  duty  in^>osed  on 
the  Postmaster  General  was  not  on  offioal,  executive 
duty,  but  one  of  a  merely  miniitterial  nature.  The 
glare  constitutionsl  qne^ons'  idddi  bsd  been  di»> 
cuBod  were,  therefore,  exduued  from  the  dedsitm 
of  the  case ;  the  court,  indeed,  expressly  admitting 
that,  with  powen  and  duties  {Hoperiy  bdoiucing  to 
the  Executive,  no  other  department  can  inteifere  by 
the  writ  of  mandamus ;  and  the  questioii,  therefore, 
resolved  itself  into  this:  Has  Congress  conferred 
upon  the  dnnut  court  of  this  District  the  power  to 
issue  such  a  writ  to  an  officer  of  the  General  Govem- 
moit,  commanding  him  to  perfonn  a  ministerial  aotf 
A  majority  of  the  court  have  dedded  that  U  has,  bat 
have  founded  their  decisicu  upon  a  process  of  reascm- 
ing  which,  in  my  judgment,  renders  fiirther  I^isk- 
tive  providon  indi^nsaUe  to  the  public  interesta 
and  the  equal  administration  of  justice. 

It  itas  long  ^noe  been  dedded  by  the  Supreme 
Cooit,  that  ndtber  that  tribunal  nor  the  drcuit  courts 
(rf'tbe  United  Sisteshdd  wltUnthereqwodveSuteL 
possess  the  power  in  qaestion ;  but  it  b  now  held 
that  this  power,  denied  to  both  of  these  high  tribn* 
nala,  (to  the  former  by  the  constitution,  and  to  the 
latter  by  Congress,)  has  been,  by  its  legislation, 
vested  in  the  circuit  court  of  this  District  Mo  such 
dfawet  grant  of  power  to  the  circuit  comi  <tf  this  IMa- 
trict  is  cbdmed ;  hat  it  hss  been  held  to  result,  by 
necessary  implication,  firom  several  sectiom  of  the 
law  est^lishing  the  court  Chie  of  these  sections 
declsres,  that  the  laws  <^  Maryland,  as  they  existed 
at  the  time  of  the  cession,  shoold  be  In  force  in  that 
part  of  the  District  ceded  by  that  State ;  and,  by 
this  provision,  tiie  oommtm  law,  in  civil  and  eriminal 
cases,  as  it  {wevdled  in  Maryland  in  1801,  was  eatab* 
lisbed  hi  that  port     the  District 

In  England,  the  Court  of  King's  Bench — because 
the  sovereign,  who,  according  to  die  theory  of  the 
constitntion,  is  the  fountabt  of  justice,  originally 
sat  there  In  person,  and  is  still  deemed  to  be  pre*- 
ent,  in  construction  of  law — alone  possesses  the 
high  power  of  issuing  the  writ  of  mandamus,  not  only 
to  ioferior  Jurisdicnotis  ud  eorporations,  but  ako 
to  ma^strates  and  others,  commanding  them,  in 
the  Kittg^  name,  to  do  what  thdr  duty  reqtdrea,  in 
cases  where  there  is  a  vested  right,  and  no  other 
specific  remedy.  It  has  been  bdd,  in  the  case  re- 
ferred to,  that,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  K  by  the  constitution,  rendered  iocompe- 
tent  to  oxeidse  tUs  power,  and  as  the  drcoit  coort 
of  this  INstr^t  Is  a  court  of  generaljnrb^eUon  hi 
caaea  at  common  law,  and  the  highest  court  of 
original  jurisdiction  in  the  District  the  right  to 
issue  the  writ  of  mandamus  is  incident  to  iu  com- 
mon law  powers.  Another  ground  relied  upon  to 
maintain  the  power  in  quemon,  is,  that  tt  was  in- 
doded,  by  fitir  ooDStmctiiA,  hi  the  power  it  granted 
to  the  elreult  coertt  of  the  U^ted  States^  by  the 
aot "  to  DMride  for  the  Bore  ooBrcnimit  orgaoiia- 
tkm  of  £»  eonru  of  the  UoUed  fitatea,"  pMNd 
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ISth  of  Febroar;,  1801 ;  ttwt  the  tct  eatabBdiiiiK 
the  (uivuit  court  of  this  District,  passed  the  S7tE 
d«j  of  February,  1801,  conferred  upoD  that  court 
and  the  judges  thereof  the  same  powers  as  were  b; 
bv  vested  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  and  In  the  judges  of  tlie  said  courts;  that 
repeal  of  the  first-mentioned  act,  which  took 
place  in  the  nest  year,  did  not  direst  the  circuit 
court  of  this  District  of  the  anthority  in  dispute,  but 
left  it  still  clothed  with  the  powers  OTpr  the  subject 
which,  it  is  conceded,  were  talcen  away  from  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  by  the  repeal  of 
dte  act  of  13th  of  February,  1801. 

Admitting  that  the  adoption  of  the  laws  of 
Uaryland  for  a  portion  of  this  District  confers  on 
the  circuit  court  thereof,  in  that  portion,  the  tran- 
scendent eztra-judici^  prerogative  powers  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England,  or  tiiat  either 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  by  necessary  Implication, 
authorize  the  former  court  to  issue  a  writ  of  man- 
damus to  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  to  compel 
him  to  perform  a  ministerial  duty,  the  consc- 
qnences  are,  in  one  respect,  the  same.  The  result 
b  ei^ier  case  is,  that  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  stationed  in  dUferent  parts  of  the  United 
States,  are,  in  respect  to  the  performance  of  their 
official  duties,  subject  to  different  laws  and  a  dif- 
ferent supervision ;  those  in  the  States  to  one  rule, 
and  those  in  the  District  of  Columbia  to  another 
and  a  very  different  one.  In  the  District  their 
official  conduct  is  subject  to  a  judicial  control, 
from  which  in  the  States  they  are  exempt. 

Whatever  difference  of  ojdnion  may  exist  as  to 
the  expediency  of  vesting  such  a  power  In  the ' 
Judiciary,  in  a  system  of  Government  constituted 
like  that  of  the  United  States,  all  must  agree  that 
these  disparaging  tUacrcpancies  in  the  law  and  in 
the  administration  of  justice  ought  not  to  tte  per- 
mitted to  continue;  and  as  Congress  atone  can 
provido  the  remedy,  the  sut^ect  is  unavxddiJbly  pre- 
sented to  your  coiuidention. 

H.  VAN  BUREN. 
WASHixoTOit,  JkemhgrB,  1888. 

The  Message  having  been  read, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WraonT, 

Ordered,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  be 
printed,  and  that  4ve  thousand  additional  copies  with- 
out the  documents,  and  fifteen  hundred  copies  with 
thedocnmentB,beprinted£Dr  the  useof  the  Senate. 

HOUSE  07  BEP&ESBHTATIVES. 

ToESDAT.  December  4. 

Mr.  OAMBBBLEKa,  from  tiio  ^oint  OcHnmittee 
on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed  to  wait  on 
the  Prosidont  of  the  United  States,  reported 
that  they  had  disclnvged  that  duty,  and  the 
President  had  informed  them,  in  repi/,  that  he 
would  tranandt  to  the  two  Hooses  a  Message 
to-day.  • 

The  President's  umtial  Message  was  then 
brooght  in  by  his  private  Secretary,  and,  being 
laid  before  the  Eoose  by  the  Speaker,  was  read 
•  at  length  by  Uie  Olerk. 

Mr.  Hathbb  moved  that  the  Message  and  ao- 
oompaoylDff  doonments  be  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  Uiat  10,000  copleB  with  the  documents,  and  { 


[25th  Coso. 

6,000  without  the  doonments,  be  printed  for  d» 
use  of  the  House. 

After  some  fnrUier  convenaiAoa  between 
Messrs.  Was,  J.  Gabusii^  and  Hatszb,  the 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  diridon. 


Wedsksdat,  December  5. 

The  Hon.  L.  Saltokstaix,  member  elect 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

J)eath  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Pattenotk. 

Mr.  FiLLHOBB  tlien  rose  and  edd : 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  painful  and  melaocbply 
doty  has  devolved  opon  me  of  announcing  to 
this  House  the  death  of  my  lamented  irieDd 
and  oolleagoe,  Wu.  Pattbbbok.  He  died  at 
his  remdenoe^  in  Warsaw,  on  the  14th  day  of 
Angostlast. 

The  last  time  I  saw  htm  was  in  tUa  HaQ  at 
the  dose  of  the  late  ses^on.  He  was  then  in 
the  prbne  of  life,  and  appar^tly  in  the  full 
ei^oyment  of  heaJth.   Blessed  by  hi«  Creator 
with  a  constitution  that  never  felt  diacaae 
environed  by  a  temperance  and  r^olarity  of 
habit  that  ordinarily  bids  defiance  to  its  ap- 
proach— no  man  left  this  House  witb  fairer 
prospects  of  returning  to  it  agun.   Bat  the 
untiring  assidoity  with  which  he  devoted  him- 
self to  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here  daring 
that  long  and  arduous  session,  dmibdess  sowed 
the  seeds  of  that  disease  which  BO  soni  terminat- 
ed his  earthly  existence.   Beneath  the  external 
glow  of  health  that  then  mantled  his  die^  was 
inaidiouely  preying  the  canker-worm  o(  deatk. 
He  was  barely  enabled  to  return  to  the  bosom 

Us  fomiiy,  when  his  strength  gave  way,  lus 
reason  wandered,  and,  in  a  few  ^ort  days.  sS 
that  was  mortal  of  William  Patterson  "dept 
beneath  the  clods  of  the  valley."  Wonld  that 
his  melancholy  tale  ended  here.  But  it  does 
not  The  partner  of  his  earthly  joys  and  sor- 
rows, worn  down  with  the  watch ings  and 
anxieties  of  his  last  illness,  with  a  constitotioii 
too  feeble  to  support  the  accumulated  distress 
of  a  sensitive  mind,  sunk  beneath  the  wei^t 
of  hw  sorrows,  and^  in  a  few  days  after  his  in- 
terment, she,  too,  "slept  the  sleep  of  death" 
by  his  dde.  What  an  upaUing  berearemait 
to  his  infhnt  children  I  They  are  now  otphans 
in  this  wide  world,  exhibiting  in  thdr  ehanged 
condition  an  awfiil  reality  of  the  tmoertdn^ 
of  life  and  of  all  earthly  enioyments. 

But,  sir,  though  gone,  he  nu  left  behind  him 
a  name  and  reputation  dear  to  them  that  koer 
him.  Modest  and  unassuming  in  his  charartfr, 
kind  and  generous  in  his  cmpositiou,  honest 
and  iufiexible  in  his  purpose— to  know  him  was 
to  respect  and  esteem  him.  His  heart  vas 
without  guile ;  and,  tboogh  he  made  no  profes- 
sions, yet  he  habitually  practised  all  the  virtues 
that  adorn  the  life  of  a  moat  exunplazy  Oiri»- 
tian. 

He  made  no  pretudau  to  lltmiy  aoqiurB* 
ments  or  statenumUke  gnalifieation^  and  his 
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native  modesty  naturally  indnced  him  to  seek 
the  quiet  retirement  of  private  life.  But,  bless- 
ed with  good  sense  and  a  stronff  and  retentive 
memory,  he  found  leisnre,  amid  the  daily  toils 
of  a  laborious  oconpation,  to  caltivate  a  taste 
tor  reading,  which  stored  his  mind  with  usefol 
facts.  At  the  nnaoUcited  reqneat  of  hia  fellow* 
fdtizou,  he  nlnctanfly  yielded  his  assent  to  oo- 
oupy  a  seat  on  this  floor.  How  he  disdiarged 
that  important  trust  during  the  short  time  he 
partidpated  in  oar  deliberations,  is  known  to 
jon  all.  Dnriug  a  protracted  and  uncommonly 
arduous  session,  waen  many  fiiinted  bj  the 
Tvayside,  he  was  always  at  bis  post.  During  a 
time  of  uncommon  excitement  and  political 
acrimony,  he  was  firm  in  the  support  of  wiiat 
he  deemed  to  be  right,  yet  tolerant  to  the  opin- 
ions of  others  with  whom  he  differed.  In  one 
word,  he  was  constant  and  patient  in  tbe  dis- 
cha^  of  all  bis  official  duties  and  untiring  in 
the  more  humble,  but  useful  labors  of  his  sta- 
tion. Naturalb-  frank,  honest,  and  confiding, 
he  drer  around  him  a  cirde  of  flriMidfi,  and,  by 
the  uDadulterated  goodness  of  his  heart,  dis- 
armed even  political  o»poriti(m  of  its  rancor. 
Finally,  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  as  a  father, 
husband,  brother,  friend,  citizen,  and  legislator, 
he  was  blameless.  That  no  testimony  of  re- 
spect for  his  many  virtues  should  be  wanting, 
I  offer  for  the  adoption  of  the  House  the  reso- 
Intioos  which  I  send  to  tlie  Cheir  i 

Jiaolved,  unattimowly,  That  this  Boose  has  re- 
oeived  with  deep  sensibility  the  anDunciation  of  the 
death 'of  tbe  Hon.  William  Pittsbson,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  New  Tork. 

Jtttolred,  vnaninunuly.  That  tbe  members  of  this 
House  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe  memory  of 
the  deceased,  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Death  c/Bm.  A.  W.  .firuyn. 

Ur.  Obat  then  rose,  and  addressed  the  House 

as  follows : 

Hr.  Speaker  :  I  sincerely  join  in  the  expres- 
eioQ  of  sorrow  at  the  decease  of  onr  late  lamented 
friend  and  college,  whose  death  we  have  just 
heard  annouiiced,  and  sympathize  with  his  rel- 
atives, and  especially  his  children,  who  have 
Buffered'  a  double  bereavement ;  and  regret,  yes, 
sir,  deeply  regret,  that  there  is  still  ^et  to  be 
announced  another  instance  of  mortality,  which 
occurred  dunog  the  recess  of  Congress,  among 
the  delegation  from  that  State,  and  that,  too, 
from  the  District  which  I  havo  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent  I  allude  to  the  late  Hon. 
Andbew  Db  'Witt  Bbutn,  who,  for  a  consider- 
able period  prior  to,  and  dtiring  all  the  time  he 
served  his  constituents,  in  this  body,  soffered 
tinder  a  combination  of  diseases  that  impured 
his  usefulness  here,  and  floally  terminated  his 
life  on  the  27th  day  of  July  last,  at  his  resi* 
deuce  in  Itbaca.  Aside  from  the  irreparable 
loss  which  his  family  have  sustained,  the  death 
of  Judge  Broyn  is  r^arded  as  no  ordinary  ca- 
lamity to  the  community  to  whom  he  was  inti- 
mately known,  and  by  whom  his  aalntary  InSn- 


p)»CMn«a,  ]B88. 

ence,  both  in  public  and  private  life,  was  felt 
and  appreciated.  In  all  situations  in  life,  he 
was  amiable  and  unpretending;  deliberate  in 
forming  his  opinions,  and  inflexible  in  main- 
tuning  them.  Ho  was,  in  all  respects,  an  hon- 
orable man ;  justiy,  and  in  a  very  high  d^p^ 
eqjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who  Imew  him ;  and 
thoM  who  knew  faim  best  reqieoted  him  most. 
He  was  a  lawyer  of  eminenoe,  distinguished  fbr 
the  (dear  and  comprehenrive  view  he  took  of 
all  subjects  presented  for  his  consideration,  poe- 
sesung  talents  peculiarly  fitting  for  a  judicial 
station ;  and  after  a  successfbl  practice  in  bis 
profession  for  many  years,  he  received  the  ap- 
pointment of  first  Judge  of  the  county  court  m 
the  county  where  he  resided,  tbo  duties  of 
which  he  cUscfaarged  for  several  years,  and  un- 
til he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  this  body,  with 
distinguished  ability ;  and  when  he  resigned  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  here,  he  received  the 
unanimous  and  cordial  ^probation  of  the  bar 
of  his  county,  and  those  whose  peculiar  prov- 
inoe  it  was  to  iiAa  in  an  e^Mvarion  oi  his  valu- 
able services  m  that  capacity.  Of  his  course 
here  it  is  only  necessary  to  remark,  that  he  ac- 
quired a  reputation  here  which  he  muntuned 
elsewhere,  of  a  pure,  upright,  and  honest  man. 

I  b^  leave  to  send  to  the  ChiUr  the  following 
resolution,  and  move  ite  ad(qition : 

Jtetoived,  Thai  the  members  of  this  Hotue  tender 
to  tbe  relations  of  the  deceased  its  sympathy  on  this 
monmful  event,  and  will  testify  their  respect  for  tbe 
memory  of  Andrkw  Dx  Wnr  Brctk,  deceased,  late 
member  of  this  House  from  the  State  of  New  Yoik, 
by  wearing  crapo  on  tbe  left  arm  Sot  thirty  days. 

The  resolution  was  unanimonsly  adopted, 
and  then,  on  motion. 
The  House  acljonmed. 


KoBDAT,  December  10. 

Smithsonian  Ztgaey. 

The  following  Messages  from  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States  were  laid  before  tbe 

House: 

Washinotoh,  Dec  6,  1888. 
To  the  ffouu  of  RepnuiUaiivtM  of  the  United  Stain : 
The  act  of  the  1st  July,  18Sd,  to  enable  the  Execu- 
tive to  assert  and  prosecute  wiUt  effect  tbe  claim  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Imoy  bequeathed  to  them 
by  James  &nitbMm,  late  of  London,  having  received 
its  entire  execation,  and  the  amount  reooveied  and 
pud  into  tbo  Treasury,  haviiq;,  agreeably  to  an  act 
of  tbe  last  sesdon,  been  inverted  in  State  stocks,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
tbe  obligaUon  now  devcdving  upon  the  Cnited  States 
to  fUfll  tbe  ol^  of  the  bequest.  Inordo-toobtda 
sndi  information  as  miriit  seem  to  fiKllitate  Its  attain- 
ment, the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  in  July  last 
to  ^>ply  to  persons  versed  in  sdence,  and  familiar 
with  tbe  subject  of  public  education,  for  their  views 
as  to  tbe  mode  of  dispomng  of  tbe  ftind  best  calculated 
to  meet  tbe  intentions  of  the  testator,  and  prove  most 
beneficial  to  mankind.  Co^es  of  the  drciUar  letter, 
written  hi  cmipUanoe  with  these  directioos,  and  of 


SwMmmum  Zegaejf. 


Digitized  by  Google 


702 


ABBIDaHBNT  OF  THE 


DBcraBDi,  1888.] 

the  answers  to  it  received  at  ttie  Department  of  Btate, 
are  herewith  eommonicated  for  the  couideralkin  <^ 
Congieaa.  M.  TAK  BUSES, 

On  motioii  of  ICr.  AnAvs,  referred  to  a  Sdeot 
OonunitUe  ot  nine. 

I  herewith  trsnsait  to  the  Uonae  <^  Bepresenta- 
ttvei  reports  from  ttie  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Seoretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  aooompanying  doen- 
moita,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  Mb  of  July  last  U.  TAN  BUBEK. 

WASBixotOM,  Dec.  7,  1838. 

D^tsation  of  Sam.  StoartKout,  late  OoUeetor 
of  the  Pvrt  of  New  Torh. 

th*  Senate  and  Botue  of  JieprtmUativet  of  the. 
United  Stalet : 
I  herewith  transmit  a  q}ectal  report,  made  to  mo 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  fteamipy,  for  your  oonaider- 
ation,  in  relation  to  the  recently  discoyered  default 
of  Sunuel  Swortwont,  late  collector  the  coftonts  at 
tba  port  of  New  York. 

I  would  Tfi^>ectfnDy  ini4te  Hm  eariy  aOeation  of 
Oonpeas  to  the  ad(^)tion  ot  the  legal  proTinions 
Aeroln  nggeited,  or  bim^  other  measmvs  as  may 
tpptur  more  ezpedieDt  for  Increasing  the  pubUo 
■eraiity  agtinit  limibr  defalcations  hereafter. 

X.  VAN  BUBEN. 

WisniiOKHf,  De&  1  16S8. 

Mr.  Caubbklrkg  moved  &a,t  so  mnch  of  this 
docnment  as  related  to  the  defalcation  of  the 
late  collector  of  New  York  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee,  and  so  moch  as  related  to 
the  revenue  laws  to  that  on  Wajs  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  remarked,  that  in  making  the  first 
motion,  -which  be  regarded  as  one  demanding 
the  exclusive  consideration  of  a  committee,  it 
was  proper  for  him  to  state  that  he  did  it  with 
no  design  of  acting  npon  the  committee  him- 
self in  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  charged 
SB  he  was  with  the  loborion*  duties  on  another 
eomn^ttee,  he  coold  scarcely  devote  the  reqoi- 
nte  time ;  and,  independent  of  that  considera- 
tion, it  wpnld  be  mnch  more  satisfactory  to  him 
that  the  members  should  come  from  a  difi'erent 
qaarter  of  the  Union  than  Mr.  O.  did. 

Mr.  Mebobb  applauded  the  spirit  and  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  bat  he  would 
suggest  to  the  gentleman,  as  this  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  to  postpone  it  till  to-morro\r, 
and  order  it  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  C.  assenting,  the  aatfjeot  took  that  tem- 
porary direcUon.* 


*  Among  the  pqtm  eommanloated  by  the  Fmldent 
w«rs  til*  folknriac  tma  Hekbt  IX  Qitns,  Ei^  Solldtor 
of  tboTreaatiTy; 

Mr.  Underwood  completed,  on  Thandaj  erettlng,  the 
amnlnrntlca  of  the  boobi  and  docnmcnta  at  the  cnatom- 
hoose.  M  fkr  u  to  enable  blm,  with  the  addlUoo  of  the  In- 
forautloa  already  poss«a«ed  at  the  Treasntr,  to  state  the 
acconnt  of  Mr.  Swartwont  so  m  to  exhibit  tnilv  the  amoant 
dne  to  the  United  Stataa.  Ue  then  prooeeded  to  Washing- 
ton for  the  purpose  of  having  the  account  finally  a^JustM 
and  passed  W  tbo  acconntlDg  offloers,  as  the  act  of  Congress 
requires,  and  expected  to  return  It  to  me,  at  this  idac«,dnlr 
certMed,  bj  the  ISib  Instant  When  It  Is  reoolved,  we 
*ball  be  able  to  adopt  the  summaij  proceeding  bj  diatren 
wamwt,  aDthortxed  br  th»  act  of^Slay  16,  im,  tbmOA  tha 


TmsDAT,  December  11. 

Siffhte  of  tlu  South, 

'Vhen  Kew  Hompsbiro  was  called  mi, 
Mr.  Athebton  rose  and  aaked  leave  to  aSh 
mit  the  following  reaolations: 

See^ved,  That  tills  Ooroniment  is  a  Oavw— i 
of  lindted  powers,  and  that,  by  the  CanatttatiOB  of 
the  United  States,  Coopess  has  no  jnrisdktioa  wfait- 
ever  over  the  institutuni  of  alavery  m  the  sevail 
States  of  the  Confederacy. 

Seeolved,  That  petitions  pot  die  abolitioo  of  riaveiy 
In  Ute  DiMrict  of  Oolumbiai  and  the  Territories  of  tfaa 
United  States,  and  ag^t  the  removal  of  dares  fiom 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  open- 
UoQB  set  on  foot  to  ^ect  the  Institation  of  slavny  m 
the  several  StaXes,  and  thus  hicfirectly  to  destroy  that 
institution  within  their  limits. 

Retolved,  That  Congress  has  no  r%lA  to  do  that 
Indirectly  which  It  cannot  do  directly ;  and  tbat  As 
agitation  of  Ae  subject  of  slavety  fat  tibe  INMrict  if 
fohunUa,  ot  the  l^tories^  as  s  BwaiM,  and  wHb 
the  view,  of  distortrfng  txt  oveithro«AiK  uiat  fautilB- 
tion  In  the  several  States,  is  agidnst  the  trae  wf/tSt 
and  meaning  of  the  eonstitulion,  an  Infiii^emait 
the  rights  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  Oe 


Intereets  of  the  United  States  make  that  eenae  moat  ad- 
visable. 

It  appeared  prt^r,  however,  without  wsWnr  ftw  tUi,  t» 
take  whatever  measures  were  poealble  tor  the  twmwWare 
seenrity  of  the  United  States.  On  examlDloF  tk«  leUer  ef 
Attorney  from  Mr.  Swsrtwoat  to  Hr.  Ogdou  I  feoad  that  It 
conferred  on  the  latter  th«  futtest  agency.  He  wss  eattrely 
Impressed  with  the  propriety  of  adopOn;  nader  k  aBeh 
meaeares  fl>r  the  secority  of  the  United  Btates  as  wm  !■ 
his  power.  He  has  paid  over  to  me  the  sam  «f  QMN  !■ 
cash,  being  the  depoalt  in  bank  lefieired  to  In  tb*  Ml  re- 
port This  sum  I  nave  placed  to  the  creat  «f  Ae  TrMe- 
nrer  of  the  United  Stataa,  on  spodal  deposit  la  the  Bonk 
of  America:  and  herewlUi  endoae  yon  dnpUeaU 
of  the  cashier  therefor.  Hr.  Ogdea  has  alao  cxtcatc^aa 
the  attorney  of  Mr.  Swsrtwont  An^  mMtgaKOi  of  al  ■* 

Sroperty  In  the  States  of  New  Tork,  New  Jeoty, 
laryUud.  The  spedHc  porttons  of  proper^  bchnglBc  bi 
Mr.  Swsrtwont  In  those  States  were  not  all  uiown  t*  u 
Ogden,  bat  they  are  described  as  fblly  as  Ms  taavnaOM 
permitted;  ana  the  raortngca  embiaee,  genaaOr,  al  Ife 
SwartwoDt's  estate.  Neither  Hr.  Price  nor  myself  han 
been  able  to  learn  that  there  is  any  other  pn^MitT,  leal  or 
personal,  unless  It  be  the  hooseboid  fliraltare.  Ttit  DNSt- 
gues  have  been  plseed  for  record  In  Ute  i^fetw^  oSlet  «f 
this  cit7,  and  of  Bergen  coonty.  New  Jeraey,  and  I  hm 
forwarded  that  embracing  the  praparty  In  Hatylaad,  to  tks 
district  attorney  there,  with  a  reqaeat  to  have  It  raesidsl 
In  the  proper  ofBoe  withont  del^.  Theee  mortpwe  te- 
clnde  the  house  and  lots  In  this  clt^;  the  large  and  TuasNe 
meadow  propertT  at  Uoboken;  and  the  Interest  la  the «a4 
lands  at  CnmberUnd.  As  to  their  value,  I  have  aa  mesas 
of  fbrmlng  aa  opinion,  but  it  is  rmted  bvUr.  Ogdca  st  a 
very  Isjge  amoont— {JMmcC,  Ifov.  10,  ISK, 

TeaterdaT'  I  received  a  duly  certlBed  tranecript  of  these- 
Munt  of  Hr.  Bwartwont,  as  flnall  f  stated  bjr  the  aemus^ 
olBceT^  sbowlntc  a  balaace  dne  horn  hlra,  aa  bto  iiuBiirlw 
of  the  rerenne  for  the  port  of  New  York,  of  tl^WJU  A 

In  pursuance  of  the  provlsIoDS  of  tbn  atl  of  IStt  Ibf, 
1S30. 1  forthwith  issaed  a  warrant  of  dMteas  aa^art  the 
sold  Sunnel  Swmrtwout,  attd  Bei)]amln  Blrdsoll,  Chsries  L. 
livlogston,  and  Mawle  L.  Qnackenboaa,  the  aorntiei  fn  the 
offldu  bond  of  Mr  Bwartwont  which  was  IbrwsiM  ftw 
the  olBce  of  the  First  Comptroller  of  tlte  Tuamij.  The 
wormat  of  distress,  with  a  eop7  of  the  aceootf,  was  dfr- 
Hvered  to  the  marshal,  aad  ha  pvoeeedetl  wiOgot  ta 
make  a  levv  on  the  cstaSa  4^  Mr.  Bwartwootaadhiisan- 
Ues  in  this  dUtriet 

In  order  to  perfect  the  lirn  In  the  manner  (ho  act 
rcqnlres.  the  msrahat  has  alrrady  cnvsed  the  lories  be  hM 
nude,  with  the  datas,  to  be  reeM^ed  hi  tbo  oOes  of  th<» 
clerk  of  the  district  oout  fitr  this  district,  aad  wfU  osadaas 
BO  to  du  as  additional  piopattjr  b»'  be  aseertalaad.— {» 

fra«i;^M.u,i9ea 
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pqUic  faiUi  upon  wUcfa  tbej  entered  Into  tin  Ooo- 
fedency. 

Retolvtd,  Tint  the  ootuUtotion  resti  od  the  bro«d 
principle  of  eqiulitjr  among  the  membtn  of  tbU  Con- 
»dene7i  md  ^  Congren,  in  the  exerdie  of  Iti 
admowledged  pomm^  us  no  ri^  to  dtacrimlnile 
between  the  instttntkHii  of  one  portloa  of  the  Stiles 
and  anotber,  with  a  view  of  aboliaUiig  tiio  one  end 
pranoting  tlie  other, 

JUtolired,  thertfort^  That  all  attempts  on  the  part 
of  Congreaa  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbtt  or  the  Territories,  or  to  prohiUt  the  re- 
moval of  davee  from  State  to  State,  or  to  discrimi- 
nate between  the  institudona  of  one  portion  of  the 
Confedenkcy  and  another,  with  the  views  aforeaUd, 
are  in  violation  of  tlie  constitndon,  destnictire  of  the 
fundamental  principle  on  whltdi  the  ITnion  of  these 
States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress ; 
and  that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolntion,  propo-' 
aitiait,  or  paper,  toodung  or  relating  in  any  way,  or 
to  any  oxtent  whatever,  to  slavery,  aa  aforcaaki,  or 
the  abolitloa  thereof  shall,  on  the  presentauon 
tbereol^  without  any  fiirtber  action  thereon,  be  laid 
on  the  table,  withoot  being  ddiated,  printed,  or  n* 
fiured. 

Vr.  OoBsnro  oljected  to  tbdr  Introdootion 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Atrbbtov  therenpon  mored  ft  snspenrion 
of  the  roles. 

.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  CusHiNa  simoltaneoaslj 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  vluch,  bting 
ordered,  were — yeaa  187,  nays  68. 
So  the  roles  were  stispended. 
Tho  resolntioDs  being  before  the  Ilonse, 
Mr.  Atubbto!t  addressed  the  Ohair  as  fol- 
lows: 

la  addressing  the  Honse  at  this  time  my  ob- 
ject is,  very  briefly,  to  explain  the  porport  of 
the  reHolntions  jost  offered,  and  toe  reasons 
whkh  have  iodaoed  me  to  present  them. 

mio  first  rescdution  deolarea  that  ^is  Oor- 
emment  is  a  GoTemment  of  limited  powers, 
and  that  by  the  Ooostitolion  of  the  United 
States,  Congress  has  no  Jarisdlctlon  whatever 
over  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  sevwal 
States  of  the  Oonfederaoy." 

To  suppose  that  tbto  resolotion  wonid  not 
meet  very  general  assent,  woold  be  to  suppose 
that  the  most  altra  Federal  notions  are  enter- 
tained as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  that  those  powers  are  considered  as 
entirely  absolute  and  nnlimitod. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Oolambia  and  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  i^^nst  the  removal  of  slavea  from 
<me  State  to  another,  are  a  part  trf  a  plan  of 
operatlonB  set  on  foot  to  afi«et  the  Instftntion 
of  dftvery  in  tiie  seveml  States,  and  l^ns  in- 
directly to  destroy  that  institntion  within  tfa^r 
limits. 

Legally  and  morally,  Mr.  Speaker,  men  are 
held  responsible  for  the  consequences  which 
their  acts  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  produce. 
This  resolution  contains  an  expression  of  our 
opinion  as  to  the  oUimate  object  and  tendency 
of  these  petiUona  and  memonala.  Can  any  one 
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who  does  not  shot  his  eyes  to  what  is  going  on 
around  him,  doubt  as  to  the  effect,  and  as  to 
the  intention  of  theee  petitions  t  I  cannot 
doubt  it,  sir,  without  disbelieving  the  open 
avowals  of  these  petitioners  themselves.  In 
saying  this,  I  refer,  nowever,  not  to  many  hon- 
est persons  who  have  signed  them  withoot  a 
snflBcioit  examination  of  the  important  bearing 
of  the  qnestkm;  tvca  to  others,  sneh  for  in- 
stanee  aa  ftmales  and  ehOdren,  who  have  had, 
in  affixing  tfadr  dgnatnrei^  too  freqnentiy  no, 
definite  intenttcm  or  olijeet ;  bat  to  those  who 
call  loudly  for  the  presentation  of  these  peti- 
tions, who  get  them  up,  who  circulate  them  for 
signature,  and  whose  business  it  seems  to  be  to 
agitate  the  community  on  this  subject 

The  third  resolotion  declares  that  Oongreea 
has  no  right  to  do  that  indirectly  which  it  can- 
not do  mrccUy,  and  that  the  agitation  of  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Oolimibia 
or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  or  with  the  view, 
of  disturbing  or  overthrowing  that  institntioa 
in  the  several  States,  is  against  the  true  B|nrit 
and  meaning  of  the  omrtitntion,  u  infringe* 
ment  of  the  ri^^ts  <^  the  States  afiSseted,  wd 
a  breach  of  the  puUie  fidth,  nptn  which  th«y 
entered  into  this  C<Hifederaey. 

The  fburth  reeolntion  declares  "  that  the  ocm- 
stitution  rests  on  the  broad  principle  of  equality 
among  the  members  of  thU  Confederacy,  and 
that  Congress,  in  the  exerdse  of  its  acknowl- 
edged powers,  has  no  right  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the 
States  and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing 
the  one  ^d  promoting  the  other." 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  code  of  political 
construction  or  political  morality  ought  to  find 
favor  in  this  House,  by  which  the  Justice  of 
these  two  resolutions  shall  not  he  fiuly  admit- - 
ted.  bdeed,  sir,  I  must  that  all  uie  reso- 
Intimu  to  which  I  have  adverted  seem  very 
like  truianu,  about  which  no  dilute  can  be  en- 
tertained ;  and  it  also  seems  to  me,  that  from 
these  the  principles  ooatuned  in  the  fifth  and 
last  resolution  follow  by  necessary  consequence. 

The  fifth  resolotion  declares  that,  therefore, 
"  all  attempts  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  or  in  the 
Territories,  or  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  or  to  discriminate  between 
the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  Confeder- 
acy and  another,  with  the  views  aforesaid,  are 
in  violation  of  the  constitution,  destructive  of 
ti^e  fundamental  principles  on  which  tho  unim 
ci  these  States  rests,  and  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion (rf  Congress." 

These  are  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  fifth 
resolution,  and  as  I  have  sud,  tbey  eeem  to  me 
to  follow  by  necessary  consequence  from  the 
preceding  resolutions.  But  the  fifth  resolotion 
proceeds  still  further,  and  provides  for  the 
mode  of  action  of  the  House  upon  petitions, 
memorials,  &c.,  on  this  subject ;  and  from  the 
principles  embodied  in  tiie  first  part  of  the  res- 
olution, the  propriety  of  the  mode  of  aotinL 
prescribed,  beoomea  at  once  apparent 
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The  latter  part  of  the  resolatjon  provides 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolation^  prop- 
osition or  paper,  tendins  or  relatiog  id  any 
vay,  or  to  any  extent  wiiateTer,  to  Aarery  as 
flforeuddf  or  the  aboUUon  therecn^  ahaU,  on  the 
preeeatadon  tiiereo^  witboot  mj  ftirther  action 
thereon,  be  laid  npon  the  table,  without  being 
debtted,  printed,  or  referred. 

TbiB  provision  is,  in  effect,  umilar  to  the  res- 
olution of  the  24th  of  December,  1837,  on  die 
,  Bsme  enibjeot.  It  is  within  the  knowledge  of 
all,  that  the  resolution  of  the  24th  Decem- 
ber was  also  nearly  similar  to  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  House  several  years  since,  after 
full  examination  of  the  subject  by  a  committee. 
The  representatives  of  the  State  which  I,  in 
part,  represent,  voted  for  that  resolution,  and 
one  of  them  was  of  the  committee  who  report- 
ed it  Then-  course  met  the  decided  approba- 
tion of  a  minority  of  their  constituents,  as  X 
beUeva  baa  the  course  of  those  who  supported 
the  nmilar  resolutions  (tf  the  24th  December. 
At  any  rate,  I  mt^  be  pardoned  for  saying  of 
that  constituency,  that  they  are  too  intelligent 
to  be  misled  by  the  idle  and  utterly  unfoanded 
pretence,  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  resolution 
18  a  denial  of  any  right  of  petition.  Still,  sir, 
as  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  from  not 
Bufficientiy  attending  to  the  reasons  inducing  it, 
this  may  have  been  considered  a  measure  bor- 
dering on  harshness,  I  have  thought  proper  in 
Bubmittiog  that  part  of  the  last  resolution,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  action  by  the  House, 
which  is  similar  in  effect  to  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  Hr.  Pikokset,  and  to  the  rcsolation 
at  the  24th  December,  1887,  to  preface  it  with 
the  matter  preceding,  embodying  the  reasons 
which  not  only  render  the  propriety  of  this 
course  evident,  but  show  the  impropriety  of 
any  other.  I  would  treat  these  petitions  pre- 
dsety  as  I  would  any  other  invMviug  similar 
considerations.  These  sabjeots  have  excited 
anxious  attention  and  reflection  here  and.  else- 
where. It  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
intelligence  of  the  members  of  this  House,  to 
suppose  that  any  one  of  them  had  not  made  up 
his  mind  on  the  question,  whether  we  have  a 
right  to  grant  the  prayer  of  these  petitions  or 
not.  The  Abolitionists,  themselves  evince  their 
own  conviction  that  tiie  minds  of  members, 
even  before  they  enter  this  Hall,  are  made  np 
on  these  snlfJectB,  by  requiring  them  explidtiy 
to  state  thdr  opinions  and  the  vote  they  intend 
to  give.  The  matter  has  been  once  referred  to 
a  committee,  who  folly  examined  it,  and  re- 
ported such  ar^ments  as  conclunvely  show 
our  want  of  jurisdiction.  Is  it  pretended  that 
every  petition  must  be  referred,  and  a  report 
be  made  in  full  upon  it,  and  that  the  whole 
tbne  of  Congress  should  be  spent  npon  the 
subject  i  The  House,  and  each  membw  of  the 
House,  has  fully  considered  the  subjects  in- 
volved in  these  petitions.  If,  then,  the  House 
is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  has  no  right  to 
act  on  these  aubjecta  as  the  petitioners  desire, 
it  is,  as  I  ocmcwre,  oar  dat?  to  dispose  of  the 
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petitions  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  noks 
mdeed  our  ol^ect  be  to  waste  our  own  time  aaA 
the  money  of  the  people  in  discaarioaintenaa- 
aUe  and  nnan^i^g,  or  worse  thaa  voav^^^ 
becanse  intended  to  inannfactnre  paUio  Mafr 
m«Qt  for  onr  ocHutitaenbi  rather  than  to  wufm 
light  for  onr  own  gnldanoe,  and  thoa  indicaliig 
the  assumption  that  we  are  the  masters  instead 
of  the  servants  of  the  people.  By  tiie  mode 
of  action  here  prescribed,  toe  petitiwu  are  to 
be  presented  like  any  other  petitions ;  from  the 
statement  of  their  contents,  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  House,  it  is  perceived  that  they 
relate  to  subjects  which  have  been  folly  oi»- 
sidered  by  the  House,  and  on  which  a  majority 
of  the  House  have  definitely  formed  an  opinton 
that  the  House  has  no  legitimate  jurisdiction ; 
and  they  are  at  once  laid  npoa  the  table. 

Believing,  sir,  as  I  do,  that  "  the  lebtiOB  ot 
master  and  slave  is  a  matter  exi^iaaTC^  wittun 
the  regulation  of  the  Statea  whne  it  enata,  and 
that  any  interference  by  the  inhabitanta  of 
other  States  in  regard  to  it,  is  BOt  only  anaa- 
thorized  and  iatrumve,  but  fUthless  and  diriMS- 
orable,  as  bung  against  the  letter  and  qnrit  of 
the  sacred  compact  which  binds  tis  together" 
— believing  that  the  agitatimi  now  practised  (ki 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  ^very,  whether 
carried  on  under  the  pretext  of  maintaining  the 
right  of  petition,  or  any  other  pretext,  re^ta, 
either  from  a  total  misconception  of  the  natore 
and  rights  of  the  General  and  tState  Govern- 
ments, or,  as  there  is  reasca  to  fear  in  anne 
instances,  from  hostility-  to  our  established  Re- 
publican iustitutiona— that  it  tends  to  anenafta 
the  friendly  reg«^  of  different  parts  of  our 
country,  and  introduce  sectional  differenct* 
and  divisions — to  waste  and  consume  the  time 
of  Congress,  and  enormously  to  increase  the 
expenditure  of  the  mcmey  of  the  peof^e — that 
it  is  dangerous,  not  only  to  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  the  slave-bol^g  States,  but  also,  ia 
the  highest  degree,  to  the  Int^rity  of  the 
Union— that,  if  perustcd  in,  it  threatens  to 
involve  the  whole  country  in  tiie  most  alanmsc 
evils — and  that  it  ought  to  be  disconntenmoec 
by  every  friend  of  tiie  Union  and  of  KepabUcaa 
Government,  I  cannot  but  trust  these  resola- 
tions  will  meet  the  favorable  oonaideration  of 
thb  Hooae 

Kr.  A.  tiien  demanded  tiie  previoos  qnestioo. 

Mr.  Wm.  I  ask  the  gentiemen  of  tbo 
North,  as  the  Korth  has  been  beard,  that  the 
South  shall  be  beard  also.  These  are  not 
Southern  resolutions,  and  I  repudiate  then  as 
Boob.   I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 

The  Chjlib  sidd  it  was  not  in  order.  * 

Mr.  CusHiHG  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  on  each  resolntioB. 

Mr.  ^isB.  I  ask  leave  of  this  House  that 
the  South  may  be  heard  npon  this  questi<». 

The  CnAiH  reminded  the  gentiouaa  that  he 
must  be  aware  debate  conld  not  be  ontertaioed 
after  the  previous  question  had  been  demanded, 

Mr.  Wise.  Thai  I  ask  that  my  resohitioo 
may  be  read. 
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The  Ohaie  Bud  it  oonld  on!^  be  done  by 
unaoimona  oonsent.  [Cries  of  No  I  no  I  from 
TwfoiHMrta of  Uie HalL] 

Mr.  WuB.  It  is  a  plot  spmiig  apon  tbe 
Sooth. 

ICr.  TiLLiNQHABT  woold  ssk  the  gentiemBD 
from  New  Ilampshire,  if,  sfter  foUoving  op  a 
apeeoh  and  an  argotaent  hy  the  previona  qoea- 
TOHk,  he  wonld  not  withdraw  it  for  at  least  the 
same  leoeth  of  time,  for  a  reply,  that  his  argo- 
ment  had  oonsumed.    [Cries  of  Order  I  order  ~ 

Kr.  Stahlt  stud,  to  nse  the  worda  of  a  gen- 
tieman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Cahbbeuks)  on 
another  occasion,  he  wanted  to  see  every  man, 
botii  North  and  Sontb,  toe  the  mark;  and 
therefore  he  moved  a  oaU  of  the  ^nue;  vUoh 
was  ordered. 

Whw  the  name  of  Ibr.  Wm  irai  oaUed,  that 
gentleman  roee  in  his  place  and  ndd,  as  a  rep- 
rearatatiTe  of  Sonthem  pe^e  and  Sonthem 
interests^  I  am  not  liero  on  the  salfject  of  Abo- 
lition. 

Tbe  call  was  proceeded  in,  and  3SS  members 
having  reqwaded, 

Hr.  Tima  moved  to  dispense  with  its  farther 
prooeedings. 

So  all  farther  proceedings  on  the  call  were 
dispensed  with,  and  the  qaestion  recorring  on 
tii«  second  for  the  previoos  question, 

ICr.  Wise  again  asked  that  a  resolntiou  he 
had  drawn  np  as  an  amendmeiU  be  read. 

Ifr.  CusmuN  objected. 

ICr.  WiSB  moved  a  snspeniion  <tf  the  rnles; 
bat  tbe  Ohidr  niled  the  motion  to  be  oat  of 
(wder. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  by  the 
Honse,  108  to  102,  and  ordering  the  main  qaes- 
tion. 

Mr.  GRsmnLL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wbioh  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Bbll  then  rose  and  said  he  would  make 
a  motion,  whic^  he  hoped  wonld  he  assented 
to  on  all  sides.  It  was  to  move  that  the  Honse 
a^Jonm,  and  to  order  the  resolutions  to  be 
pnnted  and  laid  on  their  tables  to-morrow, 
when  tbey  would  vote  nndarstandingly  uptm 
them. 

The  OuiB  1^  tbe  motion  to  imnt  would 
require  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  Bbll  hoped  no  gentleman  would  object 
to  a  [ffoposition  that  seemed  to  him  so  reason- 
able. 

Ol^eetions  were  made,  however,  in  several 
quarters,  and  Mr.  Bell  then  made  tbe  moticm 
to  at^oum,  on  wbioh 

Mr.  CusHKAH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays ; 
whkh,  bdng  ordered,  were— yeas  103,  nays 
lift. 

So  the  Honse  refdMug  to  a^Joara,  the  ques- 
tion recurred  on  ordering  the  nmn  question  to 
be  put. 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  then  r^sed  the  question 
order,  whether,  as  the  116th  mle  of  the 
House  provided  tlut  no  standing  rule  should 
be  changed  without  me  day*s  notice,  and  as 
tbe  46th  mle  prescribed  the  mode  of  rteeiving 
Vou  XIIL--4S 


petitions,  and  the  6tii  pending  resolution  pro- 
posed a  change  of  that  mle  so  far  aa  a  certabi 
class  of  petitions  were  oouoemed,  one  di^^ 
notioe  should  not  have  been  ^ven. 

The  Ohaib  sud,  dearly  not,  and  it  had  been 
so  decided  on  a  former  occasion. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  the  main  qaea> 
tion  ordered — ^yeas  114,  nays  107. 

Hr.  Pbtrikbh  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  qnestion ;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  0.  H.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  said  he 
wished  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  these  res- 
olutions, unless  he  could  have  an  opportunity 
of  explaining  his  views  npon  them.  They 
came  m  a  quwtifHiable  shape,  and  he  could  not 
vote  for  them  witiiout  Airther  examination. 
He  therefore  asked  the  House  to  be  excused ; 
but  before  the  question  was  propomuled — 

Mr.  JoHNsoH,  of  Maryland,  Sfdd  he  had  voted 
agunst  a^oumiog  before,  because  he  oonld  not 
persuade  himself  that  the  previous  qnestion 
would  have  been  sostained,  bnt  seeing  it  had, 
he  now  renewed  tiie  motion. 

Mr.  Pabkxb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nqn^ 
which  being  ordered,  were—yeas  108,  n^ 
118. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  Honse  also  refused  to  excuse  Vil- 
UAJis  from  voting. 

Mr.  Wisb  gave  his  reasons,  in  part,  for  refus- 
ing to  vote  for  or  agunst  tbe  resolutions,  bat 
be  was  called  to  order  for  travelling  out  of  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  80th  rule.  Mr.  W. 
stated  that  be  sbcHikl  'not  vote. 

Mr.  Staklt  also  did  the  same,  as  did  Mr. 
Jbnifbb. 

Mr.  Undibwood  moved  the  Honse  to  ex- 
cuse him,  for  he  could  neither  vote  affirmative- 
ly nor  negatively,  without  placing  himself  in  a 
false  position ;  but  they  renised. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  first 
resoluticm,  and  it  was  adt^ite^yeas  198^  nays 
6. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Coffht, 
Th^  House  then  atyoumed. 


WBDmEBDAT,  December  IS. 

AholiUm  of  Statery. 

The  first  busUiess  in  order  was  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolntitms  introduced  yesterday  by 
Mr.  Athbbton. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  jooroal  was  read, 
Mr.  Wisb  rose  and  remarked  that  he  did  not 
perceive  entered  on  the  record  the  &ot  that  he 
had  refused  to  vote  yesterday,  and  as  he  wanted 
his  oonstituents  to  see  that  he  had  not  enter- 
tained the  snbject  of  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  be  moved  that  tbe  journal  he  corrected 
aocoroingly. 
The  motion  was  dise^^reed  to. 
Mr.  W.  inquired  if  this  motiw  wonld  not  go 
on  the  jooraal  (tf  to-day. 
The  Ohaib  replied  that  it  wonld. 
Mr.  Vuk'b  ol^ect  was  attained  then. 
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The  second  resolation  was  then  read  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Hetolved,  That  petiUona  ttx  the  aboliUon  of  daverjr 
In  the  District  of  Colombia  and  the  Territories  of  the 
UnitedtStates  and  against  the  removal  of  Blaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  are  a  part  of  a  plan  of  opera- 
tions eet  on  foot  to  aSect  the  institution  of  slavery 
tn  the  several  States,  and  thus  Indirectly  to  destroy 
tiiat  institaUon  wUhin  thar  linuts. 

Mr,  BiDDLE  asked  permission  to  decline  vot- 
ing on  the  second  proportion,  as  wantonly 
B^imatizing  a  mass  cf  men,  Vhllat  he  ooold 
not  TOte  for  it,  ho  knew  the  reckless  andacity 
with  which  a  Tote  against  it  might  be  used  to 
create  a  false  imprcmcm.  Ur.  6.  referred  to 
the  stand  he  had  taken  in  his  own  district  on 
this  subject,  and  the  manner  in  which  be  had 
been  sustained.  His  Van  Bnren  opponent  had 
refbsed  to  answer  the  interrogatories  propound- 
ed. Hr.  B.  thought  that  a  body  6f  honorable 
men  ought  not  to  ^laoe  him  in  this  false  light 
for  the  mere  transient  purposes  of  party,  with 
a  view  to  influence  the  elections  at  the  South, 
now  that  those  at  the  North  had  been  got 
through  with  it  Hr.  B.  was  prooeeding  for- 
th«^  but 

The  Ohaib  interposed,  on  the  gronnd  that 
fhegoktieman  was  transgressing  the  rules. 

'  Tm  House  reftued  to  ezotise  Mr.  Bdddu. 

The  question  on  the  second  resolntion  was 
then  taken,  and  it  was  adopted — ^yeaa  186,  nays 
65. 

WhO)  the  name  of  Hr.  Wisb  was  called,  that 
gentleman  rose  in  hia  place,  and  aud :  I  refuse 
to  vote. 

Hr.  Odbbino  raised  Ihe  question  of  order, 
that  tlie  gentleman  was  bound  to  vote  unless 
excused,  and  that,  as  the  names  most  be  called 
alphabetically,  the  Clerk  could  not  proceed  to 
the  next  name  and  pass  over  that  of  Hr.  Wise. 

The  Chair  said  the  point  had  been  deoided 
before ;  the  roll  mnat  be  proceeded  with,  after 
being  once  oommenoed. 

Hr.  CroHiHo  ^ve  notioe  that  he  ahoald  r^ae 
the  qaesUon  agam. 

Hr.  Bbokson,  who  stated  that  he  was  mo- 
mentarily absent  fiom  his  seat  when  bis  name 
was  called,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name  in 
the  affirmative ;  hot  leave  was  not  granted. 

As  soon  as  tiie  roll  was  gone  throngh,  and 
before  the  vote  was  announced,  Hr.  (^shinq 
again  rused  the  above  qnestion,  but  it  was 
ruled  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  tiiird  resolntion  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolved.  That  CongreBS  has  no  right  to  do  Uiat 
indirectly  which  it  cannot  do  directly ;  and  that  the 
uptation  of  the  subject  of  slaveiy  in  Uie  District  of 
Columbia,  or  the  Territories,  as  a  means,  and  with 
the  view,  of  distorbing  or  orerthrowiiw  Oiat  institn- 
tion  in  the  several  States,  is  against  Uie  true  spirit 
and  meaning  of  the  congtitution,  an  infringement  of 
the  righte  of  the  States  affected,  and  a  breach  of  the 
public  futh  npwi  itfdch  they  entered  into  HA  Con- 
ndetacy. 

Hr.  BoHD  called  tat  a  divialoa  of  the  qoes- 


[25lH  OSBO. 

tion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  first  on  the  foilowiig 
branch  only: 

Hetolved,  That  Congress  has  no  rigiit  to  do  ttst 
indirecdy  wfaicli  it  cannot  do  Erectly. 

The  vote  being  so  taken  resulted  in  the  af^ 
finnative--yeas  173,  nays  80. 

So  the  first  branch  of  the  third  resolutioa 
was  adopted. 

The  second  branch  being  read. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  resnlted 
also  in  the  affirmative — yeas  164,  nays  40. 

So  the  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the 
fourth  was  taken  np  as  follows : 

Retoived,  That  the  constitntion  recto  on  the  broad 

principle  of  equality  among  the  members  of  this 
Confederacy,  and  that  Congress,  in  the  esxraae  c^iu 
admowledged  powers,  has  no  ri^t  to  discriminate 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portion  of  the  States 
and  another,  with  a  view  of  abolishing  the  one  and 
promoting  the  other, 

Mr.  LiNoout  caUed  for  a  (Uvidon  of  &e  ques- 
tion on  this  resolution,  so  as  to  take  it  first  <m 
the  following  branch : . 

"Semlved,  That  the  constitation  rests  on  Ae 
broad  prindple  at  equality  among  the  memben  of 
tUs  Confederacy.*' 

Such  a  division  being  accordingly  ordered, 
the  vote  thereon  resulted  offinnatirely— yeas 
180,  nays  26. 

The  second  branch  of  this  resolnticMi  was  also 
agreed  to — yeas  174,  nays  24. 

[When  Hr.  Kuteibdi's  name  was  called,  that 
gentleman  sud  he  wished  to  inquire,  before  he 
voted,  whether  a  clerical  errror  condd  be  first 
corrected  in  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

The  GnAm  said  it  could  not 

Hr.  Kennedy  n^oiued  that  he  sboold  vi^ 
for  it,  bat  he  did  so  protesting  against  its  bad 
grammar.] 

The  fifui  and  last  resolation  was  in  the  iU- 
lowing  words : 

Setoivedt  then/on.  That  all  attenpta  ca  ftepat 
of  Congress  to  aboliib  slavery  in  u»e  Diatriet  cf 
Gotumbiia  or  the  Territories,  or  to  pnhilMt  the  le- 
moval  of  slaves  from  State  to  State,  or  to'  discrinumta 
between  the  institutions  of  one  portico  of  the  CooEe4- 
eracy  and  anoUier,  with  the  views  afiHcaaid,  are  in  rio- 
latioQ  the  constitution,  destructive  of  the  funda- 
mental principle  on  wfaidi  the  Union  of  these  States 
rests,  and  beyond  the  Jurisdiction  of  Congrees ;  and 
that  every  petition,  memorial,  resolution,  piopooitiaa 
or  paper,  touching  or  reUting  in  any  way,*  or  t»  aoy 
extent  whatever,  to  slavery  as  aforee^d,  or  the  abo- 
lition thereof,  shall,  on  the  presentation  thereof  vitb- 
ont  any  further  action  thereon,  be  lud  upom  tiit 
table,  irithout  being  debated,  printed,  or  refemd. 

Hr.  Bandolph  called  for  a  divi^  at  the 
word  "  Congress  "  in  the  9th  line ;  wbidi  was 

ordered. 

Hr.  "WisR  then  said,  I  now,  if  it  he  in  order, 
and  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of  the  House  up- 
on all  the  resolutions,  move  a  saspension  <^the 
rules,  with  a  ^ew  <tf  offering  an  amendment  to 
this  pn^KMHtion,  so  as  to  stnPke  ont  the  word^ 
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"tfftfA  ikevitvM  ttforemxid a.uA  that  gentle- 
tnen  may  not  bare  an  excuse  of  apprehending 
a  debate  on  Abolition,  I  pledge  myself  not  to 
say  a  word  apon  it  I  will  vote  for  the  resoln- 
tion  if  they  will  strike  oat  these  words. 

The  CnAiB  could  DOt  entertun  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Wise.  Well,  thou,  I  will  remark  that 
these  are  the  words  that  sold  the  South. 

The  first  branch  of  the  propositioa  was 
adopted— yeas  146,  nays  63. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Dawsos^  of  Geo^a, 
was  called,  that  geuOeman  rose  inAis  place  and 
said 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  sliall  vote  in  the  afBrmatire, 
omitting  or  cxpnngiDg,  so  far  as  my  vote  goes, 
the  words  "with  the  views  aforeswd."  Con- 
gress has  no  consUtational  power,  for  any 
"  vims  "  or  for  any  purposes  whatever  to  in- 
terfere witli  the  question.] 

Mr.  Potts  moved  to  lay  the  second  branch 
on  the  table,  on  which  motion 

Mr.  Cbaio  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
'which  being  ordered,  were — yeas  86,  nays  129. 

8o  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decid- 
ed in  the  negative. 

JSx.  3mm  inqidTed  if  the  affirmation  of 
tbis  last  pn^Kmtion  would  not  be  identical  with 
a  Tlrtod  reception  of  all  petitions  on  the  aboli- 
tion of  slavery  by  the  House  ? 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  that  was  a  qaestion 
which  each  geDtleman  mtist  interpret  for  him- 
selt 

Mr.  Pops  sud  he  wished  to  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  this  proposition,  (he  had  voted  for 
all  the  others,)  on  the  ground  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  affirm  the  reception  of  abolition  peti- 
tions, and  farther,  that  it  was  inconsistent  with 
the  propositiona  already  adopted.  Any  vote 
he  ooold  give  woold  be  miBconstraed. 

The  House  reflued  to  ezonse  ICr.  P. 

Hr.  CujcBBBs  e^w  moved  to  be  ezensed  on 
similar  groonds  to  th(»e  of  his  odleagne ;  but 
the  House  again  reflued. 

The  Kcmd  Inanch  ^  tiie  last  proposition 
was  tlien  agreed  to,  as  fl)llov8 : 

TsAS.— Messrs.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atherton, 
Banks,  BeaU^,  Beers,  BickneU,  Birdsall,  Brodbead, 
Bodiauhu,  Bynuin,  John  CalhooD,  Cambreleng,  Wil- 
liam  B.  Oampbell,  John  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
Oianey,  Chapman,  Clowney,  Coles,  Connor,  Craig, 
Cnry,  Crookett,  Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  DeGraS^ 
I>enni8,  DroniKOole,  Elmore,  Fanington,  FUrfleld, 
Fky.  CMlapv  James  Gariattd,  Rice  (Suiaiid,  James 
Gtsharn,  Grantland,  Graves,  Hammond,  Hamer,  ffar- 
liwMi,  Hawea,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Hoiddns,  How- 
ard, Hiibley,  William  H.  Hunter,  Robert  H.  T. 
Hnnter,  Thouias  B.  Jackson,  Jabez  Jackson,  Henry 
Johnson,  Joseph  Johnson,  William  G.  Johuoo, 
Nathaniel  Jonea,  John  W.  Jones,  Eeim,  Eemble, 
Kennedy,  Kling^ismitb,  Legare,  Leadbetter,  Lewis, 
L700.  Jamea  M.  Mason,  Martin,  Maury, 
r,  Bobert  HcOdlan,  Atwaham  HcOeUan, 
MeCnnre,  Henefee,  Mover,  Montgomny,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Samuel  W.  Morris,  Horray,  NoUe,  Palmer, 
Parker,  Farris,  Faynter,  Pearce,  Petrikin,  Phelps, 
Flduns,  Pratt,  mej^  Boidier,  Bh^  Bives,  John 


Robertson,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  AugusUne  H.  8hepp«n}, 
ChariesShepard,  Shields,  Snyder,  Soutbgate,  Spencer, 
Stuart,  Stone,  Swearingen,  Tallafeno,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Thompson,  Titus,  Toucey,  Towns,  Toiney,  Wagener, 
Webster,  Jdm  WUte,  Whittlea^,  Sberrod  WiUiama, 
Jai«d  W.  WUUama,  0.  H.  WlHtams,  and  Yell— 136. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Heman  Allen, 
John  W.  Allen,  Aycrieg,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
BrifKS,  Bronaon,  WiUiiun  B.  CaUioun,  Cbilds,  Clark, 
Coffin,  Corwin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Curtis,  Cuahing, 
Dai4ington,  Davee,  Davlee,  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwanu, 
Evans,  Everett,  Ewing,  lUchord  Fletcher,  Isaac 
Fletcher,  Fillmore,  Foster,  Giddings,  Goode,  William 
Graham,  Grant,  Gray,  Grennell,  BU^,  Hall,  Halsted, 
Huper,  Hastinn,  Henry,  William  Hnod,  Samuel  ^g* 
ham,  Lincoln,  Marvin,  Samson  Mason,  Maxwell,  llc- 
Kennan,  MUllgan,  Mitchell,  Calvary  Morris,  Naylor, 
Noyee,  Panoenter,  Peck,  Fotta,  Putnam,  Rariden, 
Randolph,  Beed,  Ridgway,  Edward,  RoUmkhi,  Rqs- 
sell,  SaHouBtall,  Sergeant,  Sbeff^,  Slade,  Stratton, 
TilHoghMt,  Tolaod,  Albert  &  White,  JoMph  L  WO- 
liams,  Wwd,  and  Yorice— 78. 

[When  Mr.  Wub's  name  was  called,  that  g«t- 
tleman  rose  and  s^d  that,  as  that  propoaation 
admits  the  ri^^t  of  petiUon  on  this  snl^eot,  he 
should  reftue  te  vote  upon  it] 

The  resolulaons  being  all  severally  adopted, 

The  House  a^Hoomeo. 


IN  SENATE. 

TauBSDiaT  Deeember  18. 

Mr.  Waleeb  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Thoicas  H.  WnxiAiiSj  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Mi88is.*(ippi,  a  Senator 
from  that  State,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  H<h).  Jaubs  Trottbe. 

Mr.  WnxuMS  appeared,  was  qnalifled,  and 
took  his  seat 

Fbwrlh  InttalmeHte/DqKtU. 
Mr.  WmonT,  from  &e  Committee  on  i1> 
nance,  to  which  was  referred  the  annual  re-' 
wrt  ot  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  on  the 
nnance^  reported  a  bOl  fbrther  to  pos^Kme  the 
fburth  instalment  of  the  deposits  with  tiie 
States,  under  the  aet  of  June,  1886;  which 
was  read, 

Mr.  Out,  of  Kentucky,  sud  that  he  diould 
like  really  to  see,  if  this  instalment  was  again 
to  be  postponed,  so  contrary  to  what  they  all 
expected  at  the  last  session,  that  it  was  not 
postponed  indefinitely.  Be  had  hoped  that 
there  would,  at  least,  have  been  some  prolonga- 
tion of  the  promise  to  the  States,  that  they 
might  look  forward  to  some  time  when  they 
might  reasonably  hope  to  receive  this  money; 
which  tiiey  all  expected,  and  which  many  of 
them  had  made  arrangements  to  uipn^ate  to 
nsefbl  and  important  purposes.  He  should  like 
to  know  If  one  year's  fhrther  postponement 
would  not  be  safficient;  and  without  saying 
whether  he  should  vote  for  the  bill  in  any 
event,  he  hoped  that  it  would  be  so  amended 
as  to  postpone  the  payment  to  some  day  cer- 
tun,'say  tne  1st  of  Jonnary.  1840,  instead  of 
being  postponed,  as  provided  for  t>y  the  bill, 
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until  the  farther  pleasure  of  Congress  was  ex- 
pressed on  the  subject. 

Hr.  C.  thea  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bj 
makiiig  the  postponement  till  the  lat  of  Janu- 
•ry,  1840. 

Mr.  Oaiboun  said  he  should  Tote  for  the 
po«tponaDe&t  moved  hy  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tnoky,  tfaon^  lie  had  not  the  slightest  anticipa- 
tion that  were  would  be  any  snrplas  in  the 
Treasnry,  either  In  this  or  in  the  coming  year. 
The  question  would  then  naturally  occur,  why 
he  gave  raoh  a  vote.  The  answer  was,  in  the 
first  place,  that  it  could  do  no  harm,  and  in  the' 
next  place  it  woold  have  tlie  effect  to  check 
tikis  House  in  its  expenditures.  If  the  expen- 
ditures had  not  been  so  profuse  last  year,  tuere 
might  then  have  been  a  payment  of  this  instal- 
ment But  this  and  the  oUier  House  took'  dif- 
ferent views  from  what  'he  did,  and  their  ex- 
.penditores  were  more,  profbse  than  they  ever 
had  been  sinoe  he  was  connected  wlm  the 
Government.  He  had  hoped  at  the  last  session 
that  the  poetp<mem6nt  of  this  instalment  would 
have  had  sane  effiaot  to  check  their  extravagant 
ttpenditores,  but  though  he  was  disqipidntod, 
he  would  again  vote  for  the  postponement  with 
the  same  views.  He  would,  nowever,  take  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  never  would  consent 
to  vote  a  dollar  for  tMs  instalment,  which  he 
never  regarded  in  the  light  of  a  debt,  while 
they  had  to  borrow  money.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  was  entirely  mistaken  in  regarding 
the  deposit  act  in  the  light  of  a  promise  to  the 
States.  There  was  no  pledge,  no  obligation 
whatever;  the  act  was  one  of  expediency 
merely,  and  it  had  fulfilled  its  object  He  re- 
peated ag^  that  ho  would  never  consent  to 
l^ve  hia  vote  to  borrow  money  to  pay  that  in- 
stalment. 

Hr.  Nnu  he  did  not  purpose  to  enter 
into  an  extended  disenation  of^this  snl^ect,  but 
assertions  had  been  made,  and  principles  ad- 
vanced which  were  of  an  importance  not  to  be 
overlooked.  It  is  now,  sir,  for  t^e  first  tim^ 
proposed  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the  purpose  of 
a  distribution  among  the  States : — to  raise 
money  from  the  people  in  their  individual  ca- 
pacity, to  be  distributed  among  the  States  in 
th^r  corporate  capacity,  to  enure  to  the  bene- 
fit of  chartered  monopolies.  He  (Mr.  N.)  knew 
this  was  not  intended,  nor  thought  of,  when  the 
deposit  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate.  The 
oUect  was  to  get  rid  of  an  enormous  suiplns 
which  had  accumulated,  and  was  distributed 
among  ninety  banks,  expanding  our  already 
overgrown  paper  system,  corrupting  the  I^s- 
latiou  of  Congress,  and  embarrassing  to  public 
and  private  a^rs.  On  this  ground  he  voted 
for  tiiat  bin,  as  did  a  majority  of  those  who 
voted  with  him.  But  he  contended  that  tibe 
object  for  which  the  bill  had  been  passed  was 
accomplished ;  the  surplus  had  been  deposited. 
He  asked  if  it  was  pretended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  that  there  is  a  surplus  in  tbo 
Treasury  now,  or  would  tiiere  be  a  surplus  at 
tiw  pexiod  proposed  in  the  fp'U^"*^*.  Did 
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not  the  gentleman  know  that  by  tiie  operados 
of  hia  own  law,  (the  compromise  act,)  the  bien- 
nial redaction  of  the  duties  on  imports  woold 
occur  during  the  coming  year,  thus  lessening; 
by  that  amount,  the  fiscal  resources  of  tbe 
Government  f  Under  these  circumstances,  to 
hold  out  the  hope,  as  woold  be  done  bytBe 
proposed  amendment,  that  tiie  fourth  instal- 
ment  would  be  pidd  in  January,  1840,  when 
there  woold  be  no  surplus  in  the  Treasary, 
would  be  to  sanction  the  idea  that  the  money 
would  be  raised  by  taxation.  This  is  tbe  enen- 
tial  question,  And  the  only  question  befm  tiw 
Senate.  But  it  is  said  that  tbe  Govemmott 
should  redeem  its  pledge ;  that  the  good  ^th 
of  the  Government  is  pledged  for  the  payment 
of  the  fourth  instalment  of  depodt  Sir,  if  it 
is  a  debt  due  by  the  Government  to  the  States, 
it  should  be  discharged.  But,  instead  of  baring 
any  Just  clfum  for  tlus  money,  the  States  m 
under  obligations  to  Congress  for  not  reehunnng 
the  three  instalments  already  d^osited.  If  it 
was  not  fbr  the  interposition  of  Oongreea,  good 
faith  would  have  required  tbe  Seeretai^  cn  the 
Treasury  to  recall  the  money  depoBted  wifli 
the  States,  for  the  neeesnties  o(  the  Govera- 
ment ;  such  were  the  spirit  and  requidtions  at 
the  act  He,  and  the  friends  who  were  with 
him,  bad  supported  the  bill  in  good  ^th  as  a 
deposit  act,  not  a  distribution  among  tbe  States. 
It  was  to  be  a  deposit  of  a  surplus.  Tbh  had 
been  acoomplished,  and  the  bill  bad  fblfiOed  its 
functions.  If  it  was  intended  as  any  man  than 
a  deposit  act — for  a  distribution  of  money 
aftaong  the  States — then  was  our  legislation  a 
fraud  upon  the  country. 

Hr.  Bektos  remarked  that  the  natural  pro- 
gress of  this  thing  had  been  ffistinctly  pirated 
out  by  him  wbenbe  had  tiie  hmior,  in  oomeo- 
tion  with  half  a  dozm  other  gentlemen,  to 
oppose  the  deposit  act  He  knew  that  it  *ts 
a  distribution  among  the  States.  He  kaer 
that  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  system  of 
levying  money  from  the  people,  for  those  who 
would  get  it  out  of  the  bands  of  the  peo]^ 
He  treated  this  act  then  as  a  distribution,  and 
scouted  the  idea  of  its  bein^  a  depost  He 
knew  there  was  no  snrplos  m  tbe  TreasarT, 
and  Bud  so,  and  that,  in  a  few  years^  we  sboold 
be  left  without  money.  He  stated  these  foots 
ou  this  fioor,  in  such  strong  language,  that  a 
member  came  to  him,  and  b^ged  hini  not  to 
publish  his  remarks.  He  stated  then  that  the 
effect  of  this  act  would  be,  either  to  break  the 
depont  banks  or  to  compel  them  to  orusfa  tbar 
dehtOTB.  EveiT  thing  he  then  said  had  bea 
verified  to  the  letter.  We  have  seen,  said  Ur. 
B.,  a  committee  of  the  directors  of  the  banka 
of  Kew  York,  men  of  the  highest  inteffipmoe, 
and  well  versed  in  finandat  affairs,  tdacmg  at 
the  head  of  the  reasons  which  ooropeued  tbem 
to  suspend  specie  payments,  the  effect  of  this 
distribution  act.  He  Qlr.  fi.)  knew  'tiien  as 
well  as  now,  that  one  m  the  effects  of  this  aot 
would  be  either  to  compel  these  depodt  ba^ 
to  choose  betwen  striping  HuaudnB,  at 
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craahing  those  indebted  to  them.  He  knew 
then  that  in  the  short  ipaoe  of  two  years  ire 
diould  be  withoQt  money,  and  it  was  now  seen 
that  he  was  right ;  for  instead  of  calling  back 
from  the  States  anj  of  the  money  already  dis- 
tribnted  to  them,  as  provided  for  in  the  manj 
caaUons  words  inserted  in  the  aot  to  make  it 
appear  like  a  deposit,  the  Government  was 
driven  to  the  expedient  of  nusing  money  by  a 
forced  loan,  for  Treasary  notes  were  nothing 
Imt  *  fbroed  loan  from  those  to  whom  th^ 
were  Instead  of  calling  on  the  BtaUa 

for  a  retam  ot  a  part  of  'this  raon^  depodted 
vith  tiiem,  this  body  was  now  reproached  with 
a  breach  of  fiuth  to  the  States  for  not  going  on 
to  deposit  the  remainder,  which  was  also  claim- 
ed as  a  debt  That  which  in  the  first  instance 
was  declared  to  be  a  depoat  imly,  and  treated 
on  that  floor  as  a  deposit,  was  now  in  the  same 
place  declared  to  be  a  debt,  and  the  Federal 
Government  was  taonted  intii  a  breach  of 
£aith  for  not  paying  it  Now,  what  was  the 
effect  of  the  motion  nnder  consideration  I  It 
was  a  direct  proposition,  to  be  carried  on  here- 
after, of  raiamg  money  by  indirection  for  the 
purpose  of  ^strifantion.  It  was  a  case  in  which 
the  powerflil  and  strong  wonld  be  arrayed 
agidnsk  the  weak.  It  was  s  direct  proposition 
to  o(Hnmit  this  Government  to  ih»  ^stem  of 
depositing  money  witii  tiie  States.  The  effect 
woeld  be,  that  fdl  that  party  who  are  In  &vor 
of  rddng  money  of  the  whole  to  divide  among 
the  fbw,  wonld  throw  every  vote  to  diminish 
jnst  and  necessfor  appropriations,  and  to  keep 
up  the  taxes.  Tiie  price  of  the  pnblic  lands 
wonld  be  kept  np ;  and  by  the  time  the  tariff 
act  shall  have  worked  ont  its  object  in  Jannaiy, 
1840,  there  would  be  enongh  InterMted  to  band 
together  for  the  porpose  of  raising  from  the 
Asiatic  section  of  the  Union,  the  cotton  grow- 
ing States,  a  snffident  snm  for  distribaUon. 
Tonr  ootttm  oro^said  Hr.  6.,  amounting  to 
some  hundred  nuuiona^  will  h<M  ont  'strong 
temptations  to  the  fKonds  of  this  i^stem  <tf  dis- 
tribution. Hr.  B.  sud  he  had  voted  *here  for 
the  last  ten  years  ag^nst  this  system  of  collect- 
ing money  for  distribation.  Be  opposed  it 
when  it  was  proposed  by  a  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  (Ur.  Dioeesson,)  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  up  the  tariff.  He  opposed  it  with  the 
same  teal  when  a  sobseqnent  proportion  was 
made  to  divide  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnblio  lands,  and  ^^in  when  it  retomed  in  the 
insidious  shape  of  a  deposit  act  In  all  this  he 
fonnd  himself  snsttuned  by  the  young  State  of 
Missouri ;  for,  young  as  she  was,  and  destitute 
of  resources,  she  dwplsed  the  whole  policy  of 
distribution.  Both  branches  of  her  Lejpslature 
ndqtted  a  resolution  condemning  the  whole 
things  and  instructing  her  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives to  oppose  it  f<»rever.  In  ot>edieDce 
then  to  her  instmctions,  as  well  -  as  in  accord- 
ance with  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  he 
solemnly  protested  against  the  odious  principle. 
It  was  two  hundred  years  since  the  Lord  Ohon- 
cellor  Buri^h  pat  into  the  month  ci  Queen 
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Elizabeth  the  noble  sentiment,  that  the  best 
treasury  a  Government  was  tiie  pockets  of 
the  people.  This  sentiment  was,  even  at  that 
time,  received  with  rapture  hj  a  British  Parlia- 
ment ;  but  it  was  still  older  than  the  time  ot 
Chancellor  Burleigh,  for  it  was  th^  prince  of 
orators  and  statesmen  in  the  Republic  of 
Athens,  (Demosthenes,)  when  a  vile  scheme 
was  proposed  to  ruse  money  for  a  dmilar  ob- 
ject, who  indignantiy  trammed  the  whole  un- 
der foot,  and  then  uttered  the  memorable  senti- 
ment tiiat  has  since  been  so  often  quoted.  The 
author  said,  "No I  Leave  this  moaey  in  the 
pockets  of  tiie  pecmle.  When  tiie  oonntvy 
needs  it  for  her  derence,  call  for  it,  and  tm 
people  will  cheerftUly  give  It.**  These, 
Jlr.  B.,  are  my  sentiments.  A  proporation  was 
made,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  commit  the 
Senate  to  this  system  of  distribution ;  and  it 
has  been  sud  on  tiiat  floor  that  no  harm  could 
ensue  from  it  It  was  like  the  old  woman^s 
medicine  of  milk  and  water :  if  it  did  no  good, 
it  could  do  no  harm.  Snoh  language  did  not 
belong  to  statesmen,  nor  to  the  elevated  thea- 
tre of  an  American  Senate.  The  whole  propo- 
sition was  wrong,  to  hold  out  to  the  American 
people  a  scheme  tor  foture  distribution,  which, 
it  was  evident,  could  not  be  carried  into  effiect, 
without  Asorting  to  taxation.  What  prospect 
was  there,  be  would  ask,  of  its  being  realized  t 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  it  would  be  fotmd  that  so  far 
from  thwe  being  any  surplus  to  divide,  the 
reverse  was  the  case ;  that  there  was  a  fiilting 
off  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  land  sales, 
and  a  falling  off  of  that  derived  from  the  tariff ; 
and  the  prospect  was  that  by  the  year  1840, 
there  would  be  a  still  greater  diminution.  At 
this  very  time  we  were  hardly  able  to  meet  the 
ordiDary  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
though  we  mid  been  forced,  to  the  raitiiw  of 
money  by  extraordinary  means,  snoh  as  sdling 
bonds,  and  issidng  Treasury  notss  which  were 
nothing  more  than  forced  loans,  yet  we  had 
been  c^Ud  on  for  this  fourth  instalment,  and 
chained  with  breach  of  faith  for  not  maUng  it. 
Are  we,  said  Mr.  B.,  under  such  circumstances^ 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  principle  of  rising 
money  for  distribution,)  are  we  to  esdte  ex- 

rctations  in  the  States,  that  tiiis  Ooveroment 
to  raise  eight  or  nine  millions  by  taxation,  to 
be  divided  among  themt  The  effect  of  the 
vote  taken  on  this  proposition,  if  unhappily  it 
should  be  carried,  would  be  to  make  such  States 
as  were  willing  to  accept  this  money,  to  look 
upon  it  as  a  pledge  that  this  nine  mUlions  was 
turned  over  to  them :  and  being  so,  it  wonld 
become  the  bounden  duty  of  this  Government 
to  provide  the  snrplna,  by  .arresting  necessiuy 
appropriations,  by  raising  new  taires,  by  the 
issue  of  Treasury  notes,  and  by  a  resort  to  the 
old  tariff;  and  when  this  much  was  done,  then 
all  was  done  that  was  wanted.  The  example 
would  be  set  which  would  be  followed  up,  of 
raising  money  from  the  weaker  portions  of  the 
XSmon  to  divide  anumg  the  stroi^  and  mm 
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populous  parts  of  it.  Oar  revenues  were  de- 
rived principally  from  the  weaker  parts  of  the 
Union — from  ootton,  which,  being  carried  to 
Europe,  the  proceeds  are  broo^t  back  in  mer- 
ohandiae  wbtob  pays  duties.  The  agricnltnre 
of  tiie  West  also  contributes  its  shue  in  the 
same  yraj.  Then,  said  Mr.  B.,  adopt  thisprop- 
oedtion— only  establish  the  principle — and  t£e 
South  and  West  most  prepare  tdiemselves  in 
fotare  for  a  heavy  coarse  of  taxation,  until  the 
hUaity  and  enormity  of  the  system  shall  eventu- 
ally prostrate  it  Mr.  B.  stud  he  was  opposed 
to  a  postponement  to  the  next  year,  or  to  tbe 
year  after  tiiat  He  was  for  a  poetponement  not 
<Hily  indefinitely,  but  in.  the  stzvngest  and 
elearest  langnaf^  that  coold  be  u^.  He  was 
for  an  eternal,  perpetnal,  and  everlasting  post- 
ponement 

Hr.  Pkbston  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Missoori,  in  the  impropriety  of  holdios 
ont  the  idea  that  this  instiument  would  be  paid 
in  1840.  He  did  not  think  it  proper  that  the 
Senate  shotdd  take  snoh  a  course  as  would  hold 
out  a  fallacious  hope,  to  deceive  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  accord- 
ance with  these  sentimente,  he  thoagbt  the 
proper  course  would  be  to  repeal  at  once  the 
first  section  of  the  deposit  act,  and  if  any  Sen- 
ator would  make  such  a  motion  he  would  sup- 
port it  He  concurred  in  the  sentiment,  that 
the  rainng  of  money  for  distribution  was  un- 
oonstitntional,  and  admitted  that  be  was  mis- 
taken in  the  operations  of  the  deporit  act 
There  was  a  neoessiby  for  the  passBge  of  the 
law,  from  the  frightftd  surplus  we  had  accumn- 
lated.  Bet,  our  part  of  the  law  has  been 
completed;  the  surplas  has  been  distributed, 
and  the  TreasuiT'  is  compelled  to  an  unconsti- 
tntlonal  issue  of  Treasury  notes  to  sustain  itself. 
We  have  wpealed  to  the  vigilance  of  the  States, 
and  how  nave  they  responded  1  Instead  of 
vigilance  and  economy,  tbe  States  have  gone 
on  in  schemes  of  unparalleled  extravagance. 
Why  q>peal  longer  to  the  vi^laoce  of  the  States 
to  control  us  in  our  expenditures  ?  He  thought 
if  he  had  known  that,  instead  of  reclaiming  the 
money  depouted  with  the  States,  when  tbe 
Treasury  was  exhausted,  tbe  Secretary  would 
have  borrowed  money  by  a  forced  loan,  he 
would  have  opposed,  with  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  tbe  passage  of  this  law.  He  thought 
that  it  had  been  mischievous  in  Its  operations 
in  some  respects,  and  accelerated  the  fisoal 
calamities  under  which  we  have  so  lately  suf- 
fered. But  it  was  not  the  solo  cause.  There 
was  an  antagonist  system  for  getting  rid  of  tbe 
surplus  by  Miormons  appropriations  for  extrav- 
agant and  useless  objects ;  and  though  our 
system  prevailed,  we  increased  our  expendi- 
tures, even  after  'our  surplus  was  deposited 
with  the  States.  We  had  bounded  rapidly 
from  a  sarplm  of  sixty  millions  and  an  appro- 
priation of  forty  millions,  to  an  insolvent 
Treasury,  But  Uie  deposit  act  had  failed  in 
the  great  ot^eot  proposed  by  its  enactment, 
and,  naving  £^ed,  is  it  correct  to  eoutinae  it 
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upon  the  statute  book  t  Is  there  any  proba- 
bility of  any  portion  oS  tbe  money  being  here- 
after reclaimed  from  tbe  States:  why  tlwa 
continue  it!  He  had  acted  in  good  faitL  wha 
votliw  fw  that  bill :  he  had  voted  ibr  it  as  a 
depo^  act;  a  deposit  wh^  would  he  eaUed 
for,  and  ought  to  be  called  for  whoi  needed  fat 
the  exigencies  of  the  Govenunoit  He  was  de- 
ceived. He  ooncurred  with  the  Senator  from 
Uissonri,  ttiat  the  act  had  a  s^mnting  towards 
rsdsing  a  revenue  for  distribution,  and  on  that 
ground  was  for  obliterating  it 

Mr.  Taxui ADGs  said  be  should  vote  tor  the 
amendment,  as  be  was  about  to  rise  to  offer  a 
similar  one,  when  he  was  anticipated  by  his 
friend  from  Kentucky.  His  object  having  thus 
been  accomplished,  he  designed  to  rit  still  and 
g^ve  a  Mleet  vote  on  the  question ;  .but  some 
gentlemen  had  seen  fit  to  go  into  the  muits  of 
tbe  deposit  act,  which  th^  pleased  to  tena  a 
distribution  bill.  He  bad  aud  on  a  fumer 
occasion,  that  whenever  gentlemen  fiumdtt 
proper  to  discuss  the  merita  of  that  bill,  be 
would  not  sit  still  a  silent  listener.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  the  passage  of  that  act,  be- 
lieving that  he  was  right  then,  and  he  believed 
so  now.  Gentlemen  talked  of  a  deception 
when  that  biU  was  passed.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.J 
there  was  no  deception  ani  no  miscoocwtiou. 
Tbe  matter  was  perfectly  understood,  and  this 
body  put  tbe  bill  in  a  Bh^>e  to  obviste  aQ  diffi- 
culties. The  bill  as  it  was  orie^ntJIj  introduced 
was  not  a  distribution  act,  but  one  for  a  mere 
deposit  with  the  States.  But  seo^m^  tsy 
that  the  efiect  of  it  was  a  distributifln.  Wliy, 
General  Jackson  himself  recommended  an  ab- 
solute diatributicm  three  times  over!  Twice 
in  his  annual  Messages,  and  'again  in  bis  v^ 
Message  on  the  land  bill ;  and  when  he  beard 
tiiat  objections  bad  been  rused  in  Congres  s 
to  the  uncoustitntioaality  of  the  measure,  he 
recommended  that  the  constitution  should  be 
BO  amended  as  to  remove  any  doubts  on  tbe 
subject  At  Uiat  time  no  ot^ectious  were  beard 
from  his  friends ;  no,  sir,  it  was  their  party 
doctrine ;  but  when  the  time  arrived  that  we 
bad  a  surplus  revenue  far  beyond  what  had 
been  anticipated,  and  the  proposition  wsa 
made,  not  for  an  absolute  distribution,  but  for 
a  deposit  with  tbe  States,  the  whole  matter 
was  changed — the  President  changed  lus  wia- 
i<nis,  and  Lis  friends  ohaoged  theirs.  That  tull, 
however,  paued  the  Senate,  with  only  nx  dii- 
sentinc  voices.  How  was  1^  Mr.  T.  asked.  Hat 
tt  had  oeen  received  with  so  much  dissatis&e- 
tion  in  different  parts  of  the  country  ?  It  was 
because  it  had  offended  a  party.  The  officisl 
oi^an  here  denounced  it,  and  denounced  ereiy 
man  who  voted  for  it — though  every  member 
of  that  body  but  six  voted  for  it,  and  it  vas  tbe 
very  measure  previously  recommended  by  the 
President.  Kow,  bow  did  that  bill  pass  I 
When  gentiemen  talked  about  giving  money  to 
the  States,  let  us  look  and  see  bow  it  was. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  we  adopted  an  amendmc:.:;,  hj 
wMch  this  money  was  kept  within  the  c<HUroI 
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of  Oongrees.  It  was  provided  tliat  it  shoald 
be  difl^bated  among  the  States  in  the  ratio  oi 
tii^  representation,  who  should  ^ve  their  oer- 
tifioates  for  the  amonnts  reoeived  hj  them,  and 
that  whenever  it  shonld  he  wanted  for  the 
porposes  of  the  Government,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treanuy  ahonld  sell  the  oertifleates-  in  the 
market,  which  shonld,  from  the  time  d  sale, 
bear  an  intereit  of  five  per  cent.  Thftt  amend- 
ment placed  the  money  entirely  tmder  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government ;  it  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  States,  who  oonld  nse  it  for  vain- 
able  objects,  withoat  interest-,  until  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  it.  The  State  of  New  York,  for 
instance,  invested  her  quota  in  her  school 
fnnd,  which  was  laying  a  firmer  foundation  for 
national  defence  than  If  it  had  been  expended 
in  brick  and  mortar  in  a  new  system  of  fortifl- 
ofttions,  as  gentleman  from  Missouri  wanted 
to  expend  it ;  and  if  this  system  of  fortifications 
had  been  carried  out,  it  mast  in  the  end  have 
bankrupted  the  Treeanry,  for  these  ft)rtifleations 
would  either  have  gone  into  dilapidation,  or 
they  most  have  appropriated  mUlions  annually 
to  keep  them  up.  Had  the  deposit  act  passed 
both  Hooses  as  It  passed  here,  tliere  never 
woold  have  been  a  necessity  to  call  on  the 
States  for  tbis  money,  or  to  issue  Treasury 
notes.  The  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasary  would 
have  had  the  power  to  sell  these  certificates  in 
the  market,  which  would  have  been  a  good 
financial  operation,  and  the  money  oould  nave 
been  obtained  for  the  wants  of  the  Government 
without  putting  the  States  to  the  slightest  in- 
convenience* The  bill,  however,  was  amended 
in  the  other  House  on  the  sn^estion  of  the 
President,  and  by  that  amendment  this  invalu- 
able feature  was  stricken  ont,  and  in  lien  of  it, 
it  was  provided  that  the  Secretary  might  draw 
on  the  States  for  small  instalments,  by  giving  a 
short  previous  notice.  Why,  then,  did  not  tiie 
Secretary  draw  for  this  money  In  accordance 
with  the  provinons  of  the  act  ?  Perhaps  he 
tiionght  the  notice  was  too  long,  and  the  instal- 
ments too  small,  and  perhaps  he  did  not  care 
to  incur  the  responsibility  of  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  With  t^is  view  of  the  case,  was 
It  right  for  gentlemen  to  complain  of  this  act 
as  a  distribution  (  Why,  there  was  no  sncb 
principle  advocated  or  adopted  here.  The 

Srinciple  contended  for  was  a  deposit  with  the 
tates,  where  the  Ooveminent  could  command 
it  when  wanted.  Had  tiie  measure  hem  oai^ 
ried  out  as  advocated  and  adMited  in  tiie  Sen- 
ate, we  shonld  have  had  no  dimonlties,  and  the 
States  would  not  have  been  embarrassed  by  a 
call  for  money  which  they  had  laid  out  in  use- 
ful objects.  Gentlemen  said  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  about  to  be  committed  to  the  system 
of  distribution  by  the  adoption  of  this  motion. 
TTiis  was  not  so.  The  Government  would  be 
no  more  committed  than  it  was  on  a  former 
occasion,  when  the  same  postponement  of  the 
fourth  instalment  was  made  in  the  terms  now 
proposed.  There  w.ould  be  no  committal  at  all ; 
and  he  was  for  having  the  postponement  placed 
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in  the  sitoation  which  this  amendment  contem- 
plated, so  that  it  should  require  the  aetion  of 
Congress  to  postoone  it  again ;  and,  if  there 
should  be  a  surplus,  it  wmild  not  be  in  the 
power  of  one  House,  or  of  the  veto  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive toprevent its  being  p^d  over  to  the 
States.  "Whea  gentlemen  talked  of  committing 
the  Govanmient,  they  were  oranmitted  already. 
Th^  say  (cmtinned  Hr.  T.)  that  we  are  to 
have  no  more  sniplnses.  That  might  be  so ;  bat 
in  some  of  tiie  elections  lately  held  in  his  State^ 
he  heard  it  argned  that  in  case  we  had  another 
surplos  we  ought  to  have  a  sub-Treasury,  ia 
order  that  the  banks  might  not  get  it  to  expand 
their  issues  on.  He,  for  one,  would  not  ctmsent 
to  put  it  ont  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pay 
this  fourth  instalment,  if  both  Houses  thought 
it  right  to  do  so ;  nor  would  he  agree  to  pnt  it 
in  the  power  of  the  Executive  veto  to  prevoit 
the  States  from  receiving  this  money. 

Ur.  RivBB  was  in  &vor  of  the  amendment. 
He  said  that  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  show 
that  the  propomtion  before,  th^  Senate  was  vary 
difiSarent  Utm  the  deposit  act;  he  eoold  notaee 
the  diffarenoe.  He  was  not  surprised  at  the 
coarse  the  Senator  from  Uissouri,  (Mr.  Bsir- 
TON,)  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
WmoHT,)  had  taken  on  thb  question ;  th«y  had 
opposed  it  from  the  first,  and  wwe  oomdsteot 
on  this  point.  But  for  his  own  part,  whatever 
might  be  the  course  of  others  who  had  support- 
ed the  bill,  he  would  never  do  any  thing  that 
would  look  like  a  condemnation — an  ex  pott 
facto  condenmation — of  that  act  of  high  legis- 
lation. He  thought  that  there  never  bad  an  aot 
of  more  beneficial  influence  emanated  from 
Congressional  l^dation.  He  was  not  pr^wr- 
ed  to  say  that  the  fourth  instalment  would  not 
be  paid.  He  thought  there  was  a  greater  prob- 
abiuty  of  its  being  paid  than  the  last  seaakm, 
when  a  measure  similar  to  the  one  proposed 
was  adopted  by  Congress.  In  voting  for  it,  he 
did  not  consider  that  we  were  pledtnd  to  pay 
the  instalment  at  the  time  specified  in  the 
amendment:  his  idea  was  that  it  should  be 

Said  whenever  the  Government  was  in  fiiuds. 
[e  thought  that  so  long  as  this  idea  of  a  pay- 
ment of  the  fourth  instalment  deposit — for  it 
was  strictly  a  deposit — was  held  up,  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  not  require  extravagant  appro- 
priations, because  they  will  not  furnish  means 
to  enlarge  Exeotitive  power,  or  promote  Ex- 
ecutive news.  He  stia  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  tnamry^  in  his  late  repmt  on  the  finance^ 
had  been  reading  a  lecture  to  Cragren  oii 
bringing  the  revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
Qovemment ;  bnt  the  renranslbility  of  extrav- 
agant expenditores  must  be  shared  by  the  Ex- 
ecntive  with  Congress.  He  deemed  it  a  oon- 
^doration  of  pnbuc  morality  to  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  deposit  rather  than  obliterate 
the  law  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Brown  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the  ques- 
tion, already  so  amply  debated,  whether  the 
payment  of  the  fonrtb  instalment  to  the  States, 
under  the  depc»it  aot  of  1836,  should  be  poet- 
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poned,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  reported  by  the 
ohunnaa  of  the  Committee  od  Finaace,  or 
whether  the  amendment  offered  to  it  should  be 
adopted.  One  or  two  other  qaeetions  of  great 
iuipwtuioe,  oonneoted  with  oar  fintn<»al  afiiurs, 
had  been  touched  on,  and  U  was  his  poipoae  to 
iagr  a  few  words  in  referenoe  to  them. 

He  would  take  toave  to  ccoreot  a  very  gross 
error  which  had  been  fallen  into  by  two  or 
three  gentlemen  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  in 
whidi  the  advocacy  of  the  princnple  of  distri- 
bution among  the  several  States  bad  been  at- 
tribated  to  President  Jackson  in  some  of  his 
early  messages  to  Oougresa.  So  far  from  hav- 
ing sanctioned  it,  he  had  expressly  questioned 
the  ooustitntioDal  power  of  the  Government  to 
ruse  money  for  any  such  object  He  recom- 
mended it  under  two  oonliugencies :  first,  if 
there  should  happen  to  be  an  unavoidable  ao- 
oomulation  of  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury, 
as  one  of  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  it ;  second- 
ly, if  an  amendmoit  to  the  constitution  should 
be  first  procured  anthoriaog  it  Nor  was  it 
recommended,  subject  even  to  these  two  con- 
tingencies slone,  without,  at  that  time,  there 
should  be  a  fjulure  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
l»ing  down  the  revenue  to  a  proper  standard 
of  expenditure,  which  was  strongly  ei^joined  by 
him  in  several  of  his  annual  messages,  and,  as 
be  should  presently  show,  made  one  of  the 
leading  measures  of  his  administration. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cut)  had, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  economy  alleged  to  have  been  practised  in 
the  administration  of  Kr.  Adams,  and  which 
he  endeavored  to  contrast  to  the  disadvantage 
of  his  snooesBors.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
the  tariff  act  of  1828,  (me  (tf  the  most  ootra- 
geooB  acts  (tf  oi^nwion  ever  praotiBed  on  a  free 
people,  and  which  extorted  nom  the  pockets 
of  the  people  the  meam  of  extravagance,  and 
consequently  created  an  nnctmtn^abwnscMtt'fy 
to  get  rid  of  them  in  some  way,  was  one  of  the 
fruits  of  that  most  just  and  economical  Admin- 
istration. It  will  be  recollected,  also,  that  the 
magnificent  and  unconstitutional  schemes  for 
using  these  means,  ay,  and  which,  to  have 
effected  them,  would  have  required  millions 
more  of  taxes,  were,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
country,  hatched  under  that  Administration. 
The  basis  of  a  mighty  system  of  internal  im- 
proremeat  was  1^  by  it,  by  innumerable  sar^ 
Toys  far  railroads  ana  canala,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  innnmeraUe  [dans.  Who,  there- 
fore, in  all  truth  and  justice,  is  responsible  for 
the  extravagant  direction,  thus  forced  on  this 
Government  ?  UDdoubtedly  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Adams,  by  whose  act,  and  by  whose 
sanction,  this  enormous  amount  of  money  was 
nused,  which  the  Govcmment  was  compelled 
to  get  rid  of  in  some  way.  Is  it  now  to  be  stud 
ttiat  the  political  party  who  mainly  contributed 
to  that  disastrous  state  of  things,  and  whose 
efforts  to  run  the  Government  expenditures  up 
to  thflir  highest  ptnnt,  and  whose  progress  tow- 


[86m  Con. 

ards  that  favorite  resolt  in  their  policy,  wu 
power^y  restrained  by  the  cmstitntional  luf- 
ative  of  the  late  Preadent,  are  the  eoonnuoii 
partyl  This  cannot  be  dme  until  the  v<Hee  cf 
truth  is  idlenoed,  and  the  public  doooments  for- 
gotten. At  the  sesuon  «  Ccmgieae  in  IStl, 
uie  Seractary  of  tiie  Treasury,  in  his  aoniial  re- 
port «i  the  finances,  carrying  out  the  principle 
assumed  by  Presidait  Jackson,  that  the  revcBo* 
of  the  Government  should  be  brou^  down  to 
a  proper  standard  d  expenditure,  after  presanW 
ing  a  variety  of  vien  in  support  of  that  pnip- 
ontion,  comes  to  the  condnnon  that  an  u- 
nual  revenue  of  fifteen  miUicois  will  be  finUy 
adequate.*' 

By  this  measure,  propoied  as  an  admioistr*- 
tion  measure,  and  wved  as  an  administratioo 
measure  at  the  time,  and  for  which  it  wis  se- 
verely denounced  by  many  of  the  modern  eeni* 
omists,  the  adminis&ation  <Kf  Frendent  Jickien 
attempted  an  annual  reduction  of  about  fifteen 
milliona  of  dollars,  aa  the  rerenue  thu  aecndag 
under  the  measure  sanctimied  by  Mr.  Adams, 
amounted  to  at  least  tturty  millions  of  doOara 
annually,  and  often  afterwards  exceeded  dirt 
amount  Where  then  were  the  lecturer*  on 
economy  1  Opposed  to  the  rednetiMi,  and  in 
favor  of  keeping  up  the  enormous  moome  «f 
the  Gtovemment  I  At  the  head  of  that  pari^ 
stood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  combating 
for  his  favorite  system.  If  it  coidd  tb«a  have 
been  reduced,  if  the  policy  of  the  Adoiinisba- 
tion  had  then  prevailed,  the  country  would  not 
only  have  been  relieved  from  an  oppnsnve 
bui^en,  but  the  nuant  for  extravaganos  weald 
have  been  withhdd,  and  the  Ctovernment  ex- 
pencUtures,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  4i«ir 
true  Unuts.  It  is  nol^  therefore,  fmr  thm  to 
comply  who  are  the  ttm  anlhors  of  the  crik^ 
which  were  inentable  from  tiimr  own  ooone 
of  action. 

The  Senator  frvm  South  Carolina  (Ur.  Pan- 
ton)  has  also,  said  Mr.  B.,  favored  us  with  a 
lecture  on  eoon<nny.  Mr.  B.  expressed  his 
solemn  conviction,  tiiat  if  the  yeas  and  n^  en 
tiie  journals  of  the  two  brsndies  of  Codgrea ' 
were  examined  for  the  last  nine  years,  the  po- 
litical party  with  whom  that  gentleman  is  now 
associated,  as  a  body,  would  be  found  to  be  the 
perpetrators  of  the  offence  which  he  now  de- 
nounces. He  would  cite  a  very  few  examples 
as  iUustrative  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 
On  the  qnestum  ot  {ussing  the  bill  giving  five 
millimu  dollars  Jbr  indemni^ing  certain 
merdiants  for  qtoUations  ccnnmitted  by  the 
French  prior  to  1801,  and  which,  in  his  <^^uoa, 
was  witnout  the  shadow  of  claim  on  the  jmtios 
of  Congress,  the  vote  by  which  it  passed  the 
Senate  was  almost  entiieh^  given  by  the  p*^ 
ical  party  opposed  to  the  Administration,  while 
only  two  or  three  Senators  friendly  to  the  Ad- 
ministration voted  for  it  The  House  of 
resentatives  fortunately  arrested  it  At  the 
last  seedon,  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress^ 
an  ad^tional  sum  ut  two  milliwiB,  beyond  tiist 
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S^ven  In  the  treaty,  was  proposed  to  be  voted  to 
uie  Oherokee  Indians,  by  a  gdntlenutn  in  Op- 
pontion. 

Nor  was  the  Senatw  from  South  Carolina, 
now  so  strongly  smitten  with  a  passionate  love 
of  eooDomy,  altogether  free  from  the  Bin  which 
lie  rebokes.  Some  two  seesiona  snce,  if  he  did 
not  err  in  his  reooUeotion,  that  Mntleman  pro- 
posed an  appropriation  of  for^  mooaand  douars 
hn  pnrchasmg  a  eoUeotion  of  old  paintings, 
mpposed  by  better  oonnoiasenrs  than  himaeu 
to  nave  come  to  this  conntry  from  Enrope,  on 
a  Toyage  of  disoovery  for  a  better  market, 
where  they,  in  all  probability,  were  a  kind  or 
refbse  among  l^ose  skilled  in  the  fine  arte. 
The  same  ^ntleman,  he  believed,  also  moved 
an  appropriation  of  a  lai^  sum  to  purchase  the 
library  of  the  Italian  Count  BoarUlUni ;  and, 
indeed,  from  a  knowledge  of  that  gentleman's 
TOtee  ut  regard  to  snch  objects,  and  in  regard 
to  the  nnmerons  dainu  pqpentod  at  every  sea- 
son to  draw  money  from  tiie  Treasory,  he 
ihonf^t  it  would  be  difltoilt  to  make  an  app^ 
to  his  fbeltngs  which  woidd  not  meet  witii  sno- 
oeaa  from  toe  magnifloenoe  knd  proftuSon  of  bis 
generosity.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that 
those  who  had  been  tiie  greatest  offenders 
themselves,  were  now  not  very  candidly  endeav- 
oring to  impute  the  offence  to  others.  He 
could  not,  BO  &r  as  these  repeated  impntations 
of  eztiivagance  tended  to  identify  him  with 
th^  hear  them  with  patience  or  composure. 
He  had,  for  the  last  nine  years,  steadily  voted 
agfunst  appropriations  for  objects  of  intemal 
improvement  He  had  almost  in  every  in- 
stance^ if  not  in  every  one,  voted  against  har- 
bor Ulb,  which  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
items  d  expense,  because  they  had  almoBt  in- 
▼ariably  oontdned  some  wproniations  that 
lie  believed  nnconstitaliond.  He  had  voted 

Sainst  the  act  in  1883,  by  which  the  militia  of 
e  Bevolntion  were  penrioned,  which  had  ran 
the  Item  of  pensions  up  to  a  sum  of  more  dian 
IScmr  millions  annnally,  and  which  was  at  that 
time,  Viewed  by  him  as  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  tariff  party  songht  to  keep  up  a  high 
tariff  by  increasing  expenditure.  Yet  many 
of  the  individoals  who  voted  for  that  most  ex- 
travagant measure,  now  talk  about  an  increase 
of  the  public  expenditures,  as  if  tJm  thantehei 
had  not  been  the  chief  agente  of  doing  it  I  He 
had  not  only  voted  agahist  extravagant  expen- 
ditore^  bnt  he  had  made  it  a  cardinal  mle  of 
his  action  to  vote  against  creating  any  addition 
to  t^e  nnmbor  of  offieon  nndw  the  Federal 
Government^  nnlesa  in^spensable  to  liie  execu- 
tion of  some  new  law,  required,  as  he  thought, 
by  the  good  of  the  country. 

He  was  gratified  to  hear  gentlemen  Bpeak  of 
economy  who  had  practised  so  little  of  it.  It 
had  uniformly  been  his  doctrine  in  every  situ- 
ation of  his  public  life.  He  hoped  that  they 
would,  in  good  fituth,  unite  in  carrying  it  out 
into  practice,  and  not  "  keep  the  promise  to 
the  ear,  and  break  it  to  the  hope." 
-  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  his  remarks 


[DaonraaK,  18S8, 

of  to-day,  repudiates  the  doctrine  attributed  to 
him  by  gentlemen  in  delute,  of  wishing  to  raise 
money  for  purposeB  other  than  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  but  at  the  some  time  again 
enforces  upon  our  attention  the  merite  of  hie 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  ui^g 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  Hm 
several  Statea.  What  is  this  but  substantially 
a  preposition  to  increase  the  tariff?  It  is  now 
very  dear,  under  the  operation  of  the  gradual 
decrease  of  the  duties,  that  the  money  accnrinff 
from  all  souroes,  the  public  lands  included,  wiu 
not  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  a  reascm- 
able  system  of  public  expenditure,  under  the 
General  Government.  It  therefore  follows,  as 
a  most  undeniable  and  conclusive  consequMce, 
if  the  money  ariring  from  the  puUio  lands  Is 
taken  from  the  public  Treasury  and  given  to 
the  States,  that  just  so  much  more  must  be 
rdsed  from  the  people  of  the  States  to  supply 
the  deficiency,  which  can  be  done  only  in  one 
of  two  ways,  other  by  a  system  of  tUreet  taxar 
tion,  or  an  increase  the  tariff.  The  bill  of 
the  Senator,  therefore,  is  emphatically  a  tariff 
measure  in  ite  end  and  effleot  It  should  be  en- 
titled "  a  bill  to  distribute  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several 
States,  to  raise  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  puiptMeSj"  dec.  The  Soutii  never  can 
consent  to  revive  a  syslemj  either  directly  or 
indirectiy,  which  had  annihilated  her  prosper- 
ity for  years,  and  converted  her  planters  mto 
mere  stewards  of  their  own  estates  for  the  ben- 
efit of  others — a  system,  the  min  of  which,  to 
her  best  interests,  is  most  palpably  demonstrat- 
ed, from  the  fact  that,  in  proportion  as  it  goes 
down,  her  prosperity  is  Tiq>idly  recovering. 
He  rq>eatedf  that  the  Boutii  never  oould  con- 
sent to  see  it  revived,  weidy  or  otherwise,  un- 
less die  was  prepared  for  aelf-destrttoticm  and 
self-inunolation. 

On  motion  of  Kr.  Pbbston  the  subject  was 
pos^raned  until  Uoaday  next. 


HOUSE  07  RKFRESENTATtTXS. 

Thubsdat,  December  18. 
ISttUUf  ^  CSmseitot^Z  SimlittianM, 
Mr.  Adahb  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing: 

Jietoivtd,  That  tbe  powers  of  Congress,  being  con- 
ferred by  die  Constitation  of  the  United  States,  do 
reKAation  of  this  House  can  add  to  ot  deduet  from 
them. 

JioUHonitfSlaMrif. 

JSr.  WisB  then  asked  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing resolntiona,  as  proportions  containing 
his  sentiments,  and  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
real  sentimente  of  the  whole  South : 

1.  Rttdved,  That  Congress  has  DO  power  to  ftbd- 
iih  slavery  in  tbe  District  of  Colambia,  or  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  SUtes ;  whether  meh  power  in 
the  »aid  IHttriet  or  ThrUorita  be  exereitM  "tu  a 
truant,  or  trith  th«vUw,  ofdiitwrbingMldover^tnm- 
vtfi  ttiivtry  m  dk4  Statu"  ct  not. 
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3.  Setotvtd,  That  Coagrees  hu  no  power  to 
•boUah  the  sUTe-tnde,  or  prohiUt  the  remoral  of 
■Utm  between  the  States,  or  between  the  BtttM 
and  the  Dlstriotof  Columbk  or  TenHoriee  <rf  the 
United  States. 

8.  Buolved,  That  CoogreH  cannot  receive  or 
eontider  petiUons  for  the  exerciae  of  anr  powera 
whatCTer  over  the  sabjeot  of  alaverjr,  wmch  CQn- 
gren  does  not  possess. 

4.  Reaolvd,  That  the  laws  of  Congress  atooe  gOT- 
era  in  prescribinc  and  regulating  tlie  mode  and 
maoner  in  which  nigitive  Blaves  maSi  be  apprehend- 
ed, and  their  rights  to  freedom  held  in  the  non- 
alaveholdbg  States,  District  of  Colambia  and  Terri- 
tories, and  the  mode  and  manner  in  which  they 
shall  be  restored  or  delivered  to  their  owners  in  the 
slave  States. 

6.  Retolttdt  That  Congress  has  no  power  to  im- 
pose upon  anj  State  the  abolition  of  siaverr  in  its 

Units,  as  a  cni^tion  of  admlsrion  bito  this  union. 

0.  Reaolritd,  Hut  the  citizens  of  the  slavehdding 
States  isS  this  Union  have  the  constitutional  right 
wilMKtaril^  to  take  their  dares  to  or  through  a  non- 
s^veholding  State,  and  to  scgoam  or  remain  tem- 
pomilywiu  such  slaves  in  tlie  same,  and  the  slaves 
are  not  thereby  ipto  faeto  emandpated;  and  the 
General  Qovemment  Is  craistltnUonally  botmd  to 
protect  the  righta  of  slaveholding  States ;  and  that 
uwB  of  QOD-sUveholdIng  States  m  conflict  with  the 
laws  of  Congress  providing  for  aoch  protection,  are 
noil  and  Toid. 

Ur.  Oalboon,  of  Kentnokr.  asked  the  goitle- 
man  to  accept  some  ho  held  in  hb  hand  as  a 
modification  of  his  ova. 

Hr.  Wise  hoped  his  friend  would  not  embar- 
rass him.  He  bad  consulted  one  of  his  col- 
leagaea;  and,  in  asking  leave  to  introduce  these 
propositions,  he  woald  not  only  pledge  himself 
not  to  debate  them,  bat  he  would. move,  what 
he  deprecated,  the  previoas  qaestion. 

Hr.  Rites  inquired  if  they  did  not  fall  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  last  resolntion  adopted  yes- 
terday I  (ordering  all  papers  on  Hbe  subject  of 
slavery  to  he  laid  on  the  taUe.) 

The  Ohaib  replied  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  yet  before  the  Honse,  the  motion  being  for 
leave  to  introdooe  them. 

Several  members  sud,  "  object  to  them.'* 

Ur.  RivBS  did  so,  and  Hr.  Wise  moved  a 
BQspennon  of  the  rales,  calling  for  the  yeas  aod 
nays;  which,  being  ordered,  were — yeas  118, 
nays  96. 

Bo  the  motion  to  sospend  was  dedded  in  the 
negative,  there  not  being  tvo-thlids  voting  fat 
the  motion. 

Hr.SLAi>B  asked  leave  to  submit  the  following: 

Whereas  there  exists,  and  is  carried  on  between 
the  porta  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  other  porta 
of  the  United  States,  and  under  the  sancUon  of  the 
laws  thereof  a  trade  In  human  b^gs,  whereby 
dionsands  of  them  are  annually  sold  and  transport- 
ed ttom  ssdd  District  to  distant  parte  of  the  conn- 
try,  in  vessels  belonging  to  cititens  of  the  United 
States;  and  whereas,  such  trade  involves  an  out- 
rageous violation  of  humaiL  rights,  is  a  disgrace  to 
the  country  by  whose  laws  it  is  sanctioned,  and 
oaUa  for  the  immediate  interpodtion  of  l^^dative 
anthori^  for  ita  auppteiriwr:  therefoce,  to  the  end 


[SfinCom 

that  all  obstacles  to  the  conaideradon  of  ttw  edt- 
Ject  may  be  removed,  and  a  remedy  for  the  c«l 
speedily  ^Horided, 
JUtoivid,  That  so  much  of  the  fifth  of  the  rcso- 

InUons  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  passed  by  tUs 
House  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  the  presuit  roootfc, 
as  relates  to  the  *'  removal  of  slaves  from  Stal«  t* 
State,"  and  prohibits  the  action  of  this  Honse  m 
**  every  peUtion,  memorial,  reeolation,  propontioa, 
or  paper  touching"  the  aaine,  be,  and  berdiy  is  » 
sdnded. 

Objections  being  made^  Hr.  6.  moved  a  bbs- 
peosion  of  the  nuea,  and  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays;  which,  bdng  orderedf 
66,  ni^B  167. 

So  UM  House  reftised  to  snspend  the  rales. 

SUeUen  Chaplain. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Qtmsxii^ 

The  Honse  proceeded  to  the  enention  t^the 
ordw  of  HoDday,  for  tiie  dection  of  a  CSu^Ini 
on  its  part,  vhen.tA  Bev.  Ur.  Bem  was  de> 
dared  duly  elected. 


IS  8X17  ATE. 

UoKDAT,  December  IT. 
Fourth  Itutalmmt. 

The  bill  to  postpone  the  fomih  instahn^t  of 
the  deporat  act  was  taken  op  as  the  order  of 
the  d^ ;  when 

Ur.  Pbbston  said  his  object  in  tian^  when 
this  snbject  was  last  before  the  Senate,  was  to 
refute  and  correct  a  miBrepreeentation  i«q>ect- 
ing  his  position  in  regard  to  it.  He  bad  (pvta 
his  support  originally  to  the  meanire,  bat  it 
was  as  a  depoot  oill,  not  as  one  for  distribntiim. 
Although  aware  of  the  neoeasity  of  getting  rid 
of  the  acoumnlated  snrplns,  had  he  known  its 
[owstioal  effect,  he  coald  not,  except  as  an  ex- 
treme neoeedfy,  have  voted  for  it  What  he 
had  Bud  tiie  other  day  waa  appBcaUe  to  the 
bill  as  it  waa  practiculy  and  in  effect — a  biD 
for  distribntion  instead  of  deporit.  As  ad»- 
porit  act,  it  provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  might  reclaim  the  moneys  from  the 
States  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  Govern- 
ment rendered  it  neoessary;  but  at  a  sabee- 
qnent  session  it  was  so  amended,  at  the  instaoea 
of  an  honorable  Senator  ftwn  Peon^lvanit, 
(Hr.  BvoHAHAjf,)  as  to  take  this  discxi^oo  fron 
the  Seoretaiy.  Whto  it  waa  ^<(q^0Bed  to  create 
a  national  debt,  he  was  willing  to  have  moirel 
fivthe  reofdl  of  this  mtoiey.  The  hoooraUt 
Senator  from  Virginia  OCr.  Birxs)  said  that  to 
Iiave  recalled  it  at  the  last  sesdon,  daring  tbe 
fiscal  embarrassments,  would  have  been  ndn- 
oos  to  the  States,  and  that  noUiing  bnt  a  for- 
eign war  would  be  a  jostiBahle  cause  for  so 
doing ;  bnt  I  thmk  that  the  States  could,  by 
their  credit,  have  eanly  rused  means  to  pay 
off  this  debt  Under  that  state  of  affairs.  Con- 
gress decided  in  favor  of  a  national  debt,  in 
preference  to  reclaiming  the  depo«t  with  the 
States.  One  great  beo^t  expected  from  die 
operation  of  uda  act  was,  tiiat  whaiever  tits 
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GtoTernment  was  disposed  to  a  prodigalitj  of 
expenditure,  the  States  would  be  indaced  to 
interpose  and  arrest  the  evil.  Did  they  do  so  ? 
It  vas  expected  that  vhenever  the  wants  of 
tiie  OoTemment  required  more  than  their  im- 
mediate means,  these  depodts  would  be  a  source 
^  ja  ifi  draw  on  to  supply  the  defiolencj. 
3)idVe  do  sot  No,dr;  we  have  a  national 
debt  existing,  on  which  we  are  paying  interest, 
while  the  money  is  still  in  depodt  with  the 
States,  Congress  has,  by  Its  legislation,  declar- 
ed its  most  nnequivocal  condemnation  of  the 
deposit  act.  I  do  not  reprobate  the  bill  as 
passed,  but  think  that,  as  no  hnman  being  en- 
tertains the  idea  that  this  money  will  be  evM- 
piud,  the  most  honest  plan  will  be  to  etrike  it 
from  the  statute  book  altogether. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Oljlt'b 
amendment  to  postpone  the  instalment  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1840,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative as  follows : 

TxAs. — Uessrs.  Calhoun,  cUy  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davla,  Foster,  Knigbt,  Merrick, 
Preotisa,  Rivers,  Bobbint,  Boggles,  Noith  of  Indi- 
ana, Spence,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  and  IRpton— 17. 

HA.T9. — Messrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clay  of  Alabama,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King,  Lumpkin, 
Lyoo,  Morris,  IHcholaa,  Iforvell,  Fierce,  Preston, 
Roane,  Robinson,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  Strange, 
Walker,  Wall,  Williams  of  Maine,  Williama  of  Mia* 
aissippi,  Wright,  and  Young — 26. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroased 
for  a  third  reading^  without  a  dinrion. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPRESENTATIVES. 
THtfBSDAT,  December  20. 
Anti-Slavery  and  Anti-Texat  Annexation  Peti~ 
tiont;  and  Patitiom/or  Diplomatie  Inttr- 
eouru  taith  Hayti. 

Mr.  Adamb  presented  a  lar^  nomber  of  pe- 
titions from  various  States,  (including  one  or 
two  from  Ohio  conuty,*  Virginia,)  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave-trade,  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  of  any  new 
alaveholdinf^  State,  against  tiie  annexation  of 
Texas,  for  mtemational  relations  with  Ha;tl, 
&o.  The  Abolition  petitions  were  lud  on  the 
table  under  Mr.  Athbbton's  resolution,  and  the 
<rther8  were  disposed  of  as  stated  above. 

Mr.  OusHiNo,  for  the  purpose,  he  s^d,  of. 
•euiomizing  the  time  of  the  Honse,  would  pre- 
•ent,  to-day,  bat  one  of  tiie  many  Abolition 
petitions  intmsted  to  his  ebarge,  and  woidd 
pos^rane  the  others  to  a  ftitnre  aiay. 

Mr.  0.  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  to 
pronounce  the  resolution  ordering  those  peti- 
tions on  the  table,  to  be  unoonstitntiona!,  to 
protest  sgainst  it,  and  asked  that  his  protest 
mijB^t  be  entered  on  the  JoumaL 

The  Obaib  nded  it  to  he  oat  (tf  order. 


Wkdnwdat,  December  26. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Honorable  Johh  Faibtikld  a  member  from  the 


(Deceiibbb,  1888. 

State  of  Maine,  resigning  his  seat  in  the  present 
Oongress ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Andbbson, 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Sprajceb  direct- 
ed to  notify  the  Exeeative  of  Mune  of  the 
faoi 


INSSNATB. 

MoiniAT,  December  81. 
Fintmeial  Policy. 
Mr.  Allvn  submitted  tiie  following  tesc^n- 
tions,  which  lay  over; 

jRetoivfd,  That  the  financial  policy  established  at 
the  ori^  of  this  Qovernment  by  the  first  acts  of  its 
legislation,  and  especially  by  the  80th  section  of  the 
"  Act  to  r^ulate  tbeooUection  of  duties,  Ac,"  ap- 
proved by  Pieeideat  WuUogton  July  81i^  1789, 
and  by  the  4th  seetim  of  the  ^'  Aot  to  establish  the 
Treasury  Department,  &c,"  approved  hy  President 
Washington  September  2d,  1786,  was  in  strict  coa- 
formity  to  the  j/iaia  and  frugal  genius  of  a  Repub- 
lic, and  to  the  fundamental  ^inciples  of  the  c<»- 
stitation. 

Retolved,  That  that  policy  has,  by  a  long  series 
of  subsequent  acts,  been  departed  from,  and  ought 
to  be  restored  in  the  fututa  adoUnistraUon  of  the 
Qovernment.   And,  therefore, 

lUtolvtd,  That  the  Government  ought  to  eoDect 
no  more  taxes  from  the  people,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  than  are  absolutely  necessary  to  an  eco- 
nomical administration  of  iu  afiairs. 

Jtetolvtd,  That  the  taxea  paid  by  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  loaned  out,  by  the  Qoveninwnt,  to  indl- 
vldoals  or  to  corporations. 

JUtolved,  That  the  taxes  so  piud  by  the  people, 
ought  not  to  be  jdaced  by  the  Government  in  the 
custody  of  agents,  who  are  not  made  by  the  con- 
sUtution  and  the  laws  respontible  to  the  people. 

Retolvtd,  That  those  legal  [vovisions  by  which 
the  Government  was  originally  required,  in  the  trans- 
action of  its  own  afiUra,  to  receive  and  to  tender, 
in  payment,  as  money,  nothing  but  that  which  is 
made  a  legal  tender  by  the  constituUon,  ought  to  be 
revived,  with  those  modifications  only,  as  to  time 
and  proportion,  suggested  by  the  present  condition 
of  the  country. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPBSSENTATIVSa. 

MoNDAT,  December  31. 
Brituih  outrage  at  SchUmer^  an  the  Caroline. 
Mr.  OuBBiHo  aabmitted  the  fii^wing  resfdu- 
tions: 

Retolvedy  Hiat  the  Freddent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested,  if  in  bis  judgment  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interests,  to  communicate  to  this 
Honse — 

1.  The  correspondence,  if  any,  which  has  been 
had  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  that  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  military  or  civil 
antborito  of  either,  in  relation  to  the  troubles  in  the 
British  Provinces  of  Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  and 
to  alleged  violations  of  neutrality  on  the  part, 
whether  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  the  officers,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  each. 

2.  The  correspondence  had,  or  measures  taken 
by  the  Execi^ve,  if  any,  regarding  tutizens  of  the 
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United  Statei  made  prisoners  of  war  «t  anj  time  in 
taiy  of  tlie  inEarrectiooary  movements  of  Upper  or 
Lower  Gaaada, 

8.  Whether  the  GOTeniment  of  Great  Britain 
has  made  r^panAion  for  the  seizure  and  deatoac- 
don  of  Ae  steamboat  Caroline,  within  (he  waters 
of  the  United  SUtes,  and  the  mnrder  of  American 
citizena  on  board  the  same  a  band  oC  armed  in- 
▼adera  from  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  acting 
under  the  orders  and  aathori^  of  the  Colonial  Got- 
emment  of  said  province. 

4.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  entered  Into  negotiatioDa  with  that  of  Great 
Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  and  preventing 
the  further  distribution  of  presents  and  pajment  of 
war  subsidies  bj  the  Utter  Govemment  to  the  In- 
dian tribes,  wiUiin  the  territorial  limits  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States ;  and,  if  so,  what  has  been 
the  result  of  the  Mid  n^tiatjons. 

6.  Whether  the  GoTeramentof  the  United  States 
have  given  to  that  of  Great  BrHabi  the  stipulated 
notice  to  annol  and  abrogate  the  convention  of  the 
6th  of  September,  1827,  under  cover  of  which,  and 
of  the  convention  of  the  20th  October,  1818,  the 
Hudson's  Baj  Company  has  proceeded,  with  per- 
mission, or  by  connivance  of  the  Government  of 
Great  Britdn,  to  estabUsh  military  posta  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  beyond  the  Bocky 
Honatalns. 

6.  Whether  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  taken  any  measures,  and  If  any,  what,  to  ad- 
just, settle,  and  mark  the  boundaries  between  the 
United  SUtes  and  the  British  Provinces  in  North 
America,  from  St  Mary's  Falls,  between  liake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior ;  and  so  northwardly  and 
westwardly  along  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Hlchi- 

Sn  and  the  Territories  of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  to 
e  Bocky  Honntains.  ' 

7.  What  eorrespondwoe,  if  any,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  with  that  of 
Great  Britain,  or  any  of  its  authorities  or  officers, 
or  with  the  Government  of  the  State  of  Haine,  in 
regard  to  the  late  survey  or  bivestigation  of  the 
North-eaatera  bonnduy  Una  of  the  United  SUtes  by 
flte  Government  (tf  said  State. 

8.  Whether  any  correspondence  has  recentiy 
passed  between  the  British  and  American  Govern- 
ments relative  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  naviga- 
ble rivers  coatenninous  to  the  United  States  and 
the  British  possessions  in  North  America,  or  of 
navigable  rivers  ranniiw  hi  part  or  tn  whole  through 
the  territories  of  both  Oovernmeots;  and  if  so,  the 
results  of  the  same. 

The  resolatiooB  were  then  laid  oa  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Ths  MoTvroe  Doetrine. 
lix.  OusHiKa  then  said  the  disohuw  of  his 
particnlar  duties  as  a  membw  tA  the  Hotue,  bad 
called  his  attmtion  to  another  sabject  of  Inqni- 
t7,  perfectly  nnezoeptionable  in  itsell^  and  of 
the  deepest  immedute  interest  to  the  whole 
Union,  and  more  eapeotally  to  the  States  of  the 
Boath-west.  He  asked  &at  the  resolntion  of 
inquiry  should  be  read,  in  order  that  the  Hoose 
might  Judge  whether  they  wonid  permit  him 
to  offer  it  at  this  time ;  which  be  would  not 
aak  if  the  subject  were  not  one  of  preedng,  im- 
mediate impOTtanoe. 


[2B!CH  Con. 

The  House  assenting,  Mr.  C.  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  read,  and  «der- 
ed  to  be  printed,  and  lies  over  (me  dij,  imda 
the  mles. 

Whereas,  hi  the  Ibseage  of  the  Prendent  of  die 
United  SUtes  at  Uie  opening  <rf  the  eighteenth  Coa- 
gress,  it  was,  among  ottier  things,  avowed  flbd  pro- 
claimed as  the  settied  national  policy  of  tiie  Uaitad 
States,  that  **  in  the  wars  of  the  European  powei^ 
In  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we  have  never 
taken  any  part,  nor  does  it  comport  widi  our  poGey 
so  to  do  ;**  that  "with  the  movements  in  this  heini- 
sphere  we  are,  of  necessity,  more  imme^atdy 
nected thai  *'  we  owe  it,  therefore,  to  candor,  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  those  powen,  to  declare  that  we 
should  consider  any  attempt  on  thdrpart  toextoid 
their  system  to  any  portion  of  tiiis  h«iii*phwe  aa 
dangerona  to  onr  peace  and  safety;"  tiiat  "wHhtbs 
existing  colonies  or  dependenciea  of  any  Ennpean 
power,  we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not  inter- 
fere ;  but  with  the  Gevemments  who  have  declar- 
ed their  independence,  and  maintained  it,  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  coosi dera- 
tion and  on  just  prindples,  acknowledged,  we  conU 
not  view  any  interpositim  for  the  punoae  of  op- 
pres^g  them,  or  coatroUing  In  any  other  maimer 
their  destiny,  by  any  European  power,  in  any  other 
light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  mtfriettdly 
disposition  towards  the  United  States;" and  that 
"it  is  impossible,  therefore,  that  we  sboold  be- 
hold such  Interpontion,  In  any  form,  with  io<fi0er- 
enoe." 

Renlwd,  thenfon,  That  the  Prtaident  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  infbna  this  House, 
if  the  same  be  not  in  bis  judgment  ineempatible 
with  the  public  interest,  what  explanations  the  King 
of  the  French  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  recent  blockade  of  a  part  of  the  eoaA 
of  the  Hexioan  Bwublic  by  France ;  the  treatnat 
of  vessels  of  the  lifted  States,  pabBc  or  private, 
the  Uocltadlngaqaadron;  the  redaction  of  thee» 
tie  of  San  Juan  de  UUoa;  and  the  utterior  vievs 
and  designs  of  ttie  French  Govemmmt  reqieetiBg 
the  Mexican  Republic.  Also,  to  inform  the  Earn 
irhcther  he  has  proffered  to  either  of  the  etntcad- 
uig  parties  the  mediation  of  the  United  States  ■ 
the  premises ;  and  to  eommmiicate  may  ttmmfwti 
ence  on  the  subjects  aforeadd  wlun  may  han 
passed  between  the  Government  «t  the  Uinlei 
States  and  that  of  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CcsHnm,  ordend  to  lit 

printed. 


TRDBsn&T,  January  8, 1839. 

WiaeoMin  Election  Caae. 

At  one  oWock,  the  ^>eoial  order  of  the  day, 
being  the  o<mriderat3on  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  a  delegate  fbom  TiaoonaiD  Teirifevy, 

came  up. 

The  question  was  on  the  adoption  <tf  the  fol- 
lowing reaolution  of  the  Committee  on  Hee- 
tiona : 

Betolvtd,  That  James  Ihiane  Doty  is  entitled  to  i 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  Tcr- 
ritoiy,  and  that  Ge<»ge  W.  Jones  is  not  ao  entitied. 
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Mr.  Teomxb  moved  to  amend  the  reaolation 
hj  trao^MMUiR  the  nanHs,  w  as  to  dedire  Mr. 
Jones  entitlea  to  the  seat,  and  mooeeded  at 
Iwwth  to  oppon  tbe  oonbladons  of  the  report. 

Hr.  OmHiira  was  imderstood  to  ai^e  in 
tnor  of  vaoadng  the  seat  of  the  Bitting  dele- 
floitei  upon  the  groand  of  the  irr^olantj  and 
ulegalitj  of  the  tenure  by  which  be  held  it,  and 
in  &vor  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tbokas  ;  and 
intimated  that  be  would,  at  the  proper  time, 
move  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  qnesUon  was  fiulher  argued  hj  MeBsrs. 
Basdolph,  Obabt,  Fletohee,  and  Tilunohabt, 
in  favor  of  the  resolntion  as  reported  by  the 
oomnuttee. 

Hr.  DbObuv  having  obt^ed  the  floor, 
moved  tibe  previous  question ;  which  motion 
was  soat^ued,  ai^  the  main  qnuticm  was  cr- 
dered. 

The  question  being  apon  concnrring  with  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  oonunittee — 

The  Hooae  then  ad<n>ted  the  resolntion  of  the 
committee  by  tiw  fiwowing  vote yeas  100, 
1U78  25. 


Fnn>i.T,  January  4. 

PMie  Land$. 

l£r.  Tauavubo  mbndttedtiiefidlowing  pre- 
amble and  rewlntions,  which  were  referred  to 
the  Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

WheroM  the  CiHitiDeDtal  CoDgrees  for  the  then  coQ' 
fedency  at  the  United  States,  did,  by  resolutioo,  in 
the  year  1760,  recommend  to  the  several  States  of 
the  confedenwj,  or  Federal  Union,  haviiu  claims  to 
'Western  lands,  a  liberal  mmendw  thereof,  as  a  com- 
mon fund,  m  aid  of  t^Mithin^  the  publie  cntUt, 
aiM<  to  dutAarge  tJu  debt  inaartd  bjf  Im  tkgn  txitt- 
inff  'war  mth  Great  Britain. 

And,  whereas,  the  Stale  of '^^rginia,  renwoding  to 
tite  s^d  reoommendaUoa  of  Congress,  did,  on  the 
second  day  of  Janoary,  by  an  act  of  her  li^islatire 
Assembly,  adopt  and  submit  to  Congress,  for  their 
oondderation  and  acceptance,  the  terais  and  condi- 
tions on  which  that  State  would  surrender  to  the 
United  StaltOt/ortiu  pttrpoHafore*aid,aii  the  lands 
within  the  chartered  boundanes  of  Yu^nia,  north 
and  west  of  the  rivw  Ohio. 

And,  whereas,  Congress  having  the  aaid  terms 
and  oonditiona  of  cesifon,  proposed  by  the  State  of 
Yitginia,  under  consideraUon,  tesolred  on  the 
day  of  September,  1763,  to  accept  ttte  same,  with 
the  exception  only  of  a  stipulation  in  add  terms  of 
ceasioD,  requiring  the  United  States  to  guarantee  (o 
Tiq^faiia  the  reddne  of  her  Western  territtny,  Ijii^ 
south  and  east  ot  the  river  Oluo. 

And,  whereas,  the  State  of  Tiigtnia,  assenting  to 
tiie  proposed  exdurion  from  her  terms  of  ceauon, 
did,  by  an  act  of  her  L^slative  Assembly,  authorise 
her  ttien  delegates  in  Coi^^ress,  to  execnte  the  con- 
templated deed  of  cession ;  whereupon,  and  in  vir- 
tne  of  the  full  powers  vested  In  them,  the  said  dele- 
gates, then  present,  did,  on  the  first  day  of  March, 
1784,  execnte  a  conveyance  to  the  United  States, 
of  all  the  lands  to  which  Tir^a  had  diOm,  north 
and  vest  of  Ihe  river  Ohio,  aomdh^  totiwer^Mf 


[JairaAMr,  1888, 

terms  and  conditions  proposed  by  Yirginia  to  Oon- 
gresa,  for  the  ceasioa  thereof^  with  the  exoeptim  onfy 
of  Ae  guarantee  aforesaid,  pn^iosed  by  Cotwen,  to 
be  excluded  therefrom,  and  aisonted  to  by  Tiiglnia, 
as  aforesaid 

And,  whereas,  the  original  terms  and  conditions 
proposed  by  Yirginia,  and  assented  to  by  Congress, 
for  the  eesdon  by  that  State  of  all  her  lands  north 
and  west  of  the  <Miio,  impose  the  fidlowing  obUfpi- 
tlons  on  Congress : 

1.  That,  provided  the  State  of  Yirginia  had  not 
reserved  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land  on  the 
south-east  ride  of  the  river  Ohio  to  satisfy  the  land 
bounty  prunised  by  Yiiginia  to  her  i^Bcers  and  sol- 
ans iroo  served  in  the  continental  line  of  ttw  amy, 
and  who  saved  In  her  own  State  estabUahment,  that 

Sets  shootd  make  audi  deflcknoy,  and  of 
lands  lying  between  the  Scioto  and  Miami 

2.  The  aforesaid  terms  and  oonditiona  of  cessica 
provide,  and  it  is  so  expressed  in  the  deed,  "  tint  all 
the  lands  in  the  territory  hereby  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  not  reserved  or  appropriated  to  any  of 
the  befor&mentioned  purpoaee.  or  dinosed  of  In 
bounties  to  the  officers  and  soldien  of  w  Americsn 
army,  diall  be  considered  a  wtmuM  fiend  for  the 
ao/«  KM  and  benefit  of  soch  of  the  UnHed  States  as 
have  become,  or  shall  becmne,  memben  of  the  con- 
federation, or  federal  alliance  of  the  said  States, 
Yir^nia  inclusive,  according  to  th^  respective  pro- 
portions of  the  general  obuge  and  expenditure,  and 
shall  be  /aith/uUy  and  bona  fid*  dUpoted  of  far  that 
purpote,  and  for  no  other  nee  or  pwrpoee  jehaiever.^ 

Jteeolmd,  That  the  Select  Comn^ttee  to  whom  that 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
relation  to  the  public  lands  was  rderred,  l>e  uurtructed 
to  inquire  and  report  wliether  the  conveyance  tif  the 
lands  above  referred  to  1^  Tiiginia  to  the  United 
States,  is  not  a  conveyance  in  trust  for  the  specific 
otijeots  expressly  enumerated  In  the  deed  of  cee^on. 

a.  Whether  those  olgeota  have  been  satisfied,  and, 
eqiecially,  whether  Congrcaa,  out  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, has  made  provision  for  the  deficit  of  good  /andi 
on  the  south-east  side  of  the  CHiio  River,  to  satisiy 
the  land  bounty  promised  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
the  officers  and  soldien  of  ue  Yirginia  line  on  conti- 
nental estaUishment;  if  not,  on^  to  be  piomptiy 
ntade  for  that  purpose. 

S.  What  quantity  of  the  ceded  territmy  has  been, 
or  the  proceeds  ttiereof,  devoted  and  applied  towarda 
the  speciflo  objects  enumerated  in  the  deed  of  ceo- 
aion;  and  what  quantity  of  tbe  aaid  territmy  baa 
been  devoted  to  uses  and  porpoees,  not  oomprehended 
in  tbe  terms  and  conditions  of  oeasion;  finally,  if 
it  shall  ^)pear,  that  there  will  be  a  surplus  oi  land 
in  the  ceded  territoir  beyond  what  is  required  to 
satiaiy  tbe  otjects  and  purposes  specially  enummted 
in  the  original  terms  and  conditions,  in  pursuance 
of  wliich  me  deed  of  csssion  was  executed  ;  wbethw 
Congress  to  not  bound  by  tbe  manifest  intention 
of  mat  deed,  to  proride  nr  a  pranpt  and  "  bona 
fid^  distribution  of  the  {mweeds  of  the  remabing 
lands,  including  the  value  of  so  much  of  these  lands, 
if  any,  as  may  have  been  devoted  to  purposes  not 
warranted  by  the  deed,  amongst  tbe  States  of  tbe 
Union,  accwding  to  tbe  ratio  of  diatributiou  specified 
in  the  deed  of  cesdon,  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit 
of  the  said  States ;  and  tiiat  tiw  etwimitteo  bare 
leave  to  report  by  bill 

# 
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Jawabt,  1889.3   <2K«(nm  ^/^y  to  Gs9.  IT.  JiNM^  JE^.,  Iiria /M^^  [SSn  Com. 


Satubdat,  January  5. 
Qtiestum  of  Pay  to  Geo.  W.  Jonet,  Etq.^  laU 
Sitting  Delegate/rom  ITuoonnn. 

Ifr.  Mason,  of  Ohio,  asked  leave  to  present  a 
resolntion ;  which  was  read  as  follows : 

JUtohtdL  That  the  Eon.  J.  W.  Jwts,  late 
gate  flvm  the  Tenitory  oi  Wicondn,  is  nof  «rtitled 
to  his  mileage  and  per  diem  aUowanoe  for  his  attend- 
ance at  the  present  seamen. 

Mr.  Wise  objected ;  wherenpon 

Mr.  Mason  said  as  it  was  a  matter  of  some 
importance,  he  wonld  move  that  tlw  roles  be 
so^Dded ;  and  npon  which  motion,  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
oommnnicatioD  upon  the  snbject  from  Mr.  JoAes, 
and  wonld  prefer  that  the  Honse  would  come 
to  some  decision  upon  it.  He  then  laid  before 
the  Hoose  tibe  fallowing  letters,  which  were 
read: 

HOUSK  OF  BsPBtSXNTATITIB, 

January  4,  1889. 
Sib  :  I  take  this  mode  of  infomuug  you  that  a 
resolution  will,  at  the  earliest  tq^wrttmity,  be  btro- 
daced  to  this  Honse,  denying  your  rij^t  to  receive 
any  compensation  as  delegate  to  the  present  session 
of  Congress. 

I  aoLur,  with  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R  GIDDINGS. 
Hon.  OxOROB  W.  JOHU,  Washington  City. 

WABBnraTON  CiTT,  D.  C. 

January  6,  1889. 

But;  Considering  mjnelf  entitled,  under  the  usage 
of  the  HouH,  and  the  lam  of  the  United  States,  to 
receive  my  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  as 
the  mtUng  delegate  from  the  Territory  (tf  Wiaconain, 
I  received  from  the  Sergeant-at-atms,  on  the  SOth 
ultimo,  a  check  on  the  Bank  of  Washington  for 
my  mileage  and  per  diem  allowance  up  to  that  data 

Having  received  last  evening  tiie  ■ooompanring 
eoDunnnieation  from  a  member  of  tiie  Honse,  Hon. 
J.  B.  Omnnras,  of  Ohio,  and  not  fe^hig  wiUing  to 
retain  in  my  bands  the  compensation  alluded  to, 
unkes  most  dearly  so  entUIed^  I  respectfully  return 
to  tiie  House,  through  jou,  the  oripinal  check,  to  be 
canceUed  by  the  House,  if  in  their  judgment  I  am 
not  entitled  to  it 

I  came  here  under  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
was  tbQ  rigbtftil  delegate  of  the  people  of  ^^seonsb, 
to  serve  them  here  as  such  until  the  4th  of  Hardi 
next.  This  opinion  was  strengthened  by  the  advice 
of  able  counsel,  before  and  unce  my  arrival  here. 
I  entertain  the  same  ojHniMi  still,  but  mil  sulmiit  to 
the  decision  o(  tiw  House  In  boUi  oases  wtthoot  a 
mtinnur. 

Very  leqMctftdhr, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

GEO.  W.  J0NB8. 

Bon.  Jaices  E.  Folk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentativea. 

The  Bpiakkb,  with  the  permisdon  of  tiie 
House,  made  a  brief  explanation  oi  the  course 
of  the  Ser^ant-at-arms  and  the  preddlng  offi- 
cer of  the  House. 

By  the  Jonnud  of  the  eztn  avdcai,  at  the 


opening  of  the  present  Congress  in  September, 
1837,  it  appeared  that  "  Geoi^  Wallace  Jous 
^peared  as  the  del^^ate  from  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  was  sworn  to  support  the  Cim^itti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  took  a  seat  ia 
the  House."  No  certificates  of  election  of 
members  or  delates  were  presented  at  Qa 
time  of  qualification,  and  the  Speaker  could  not 
know  under  what  authority  they  took  their 
seats.   Mr.  Jones  was  sworn,  and  took  a  seat. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  presei^  sesoe 
Mr.  Jones  appeared  in  his  seat,  daiming  to  be 
the  rightM  sitting  delegate  from  WiswHBln. 
When  the  fMm  oi  Mr.  Doty  was  presented, 
Mr:  Jtmes  rose  in  his  place  and  asserted  hii 
right  The  House,  by  its  aoquicscence,  reoc^ 
nized  him  as  the  sitting  dele^e,-8nd  took  or- 
der in  the  case,  by  referring  the  claim  to  a 
seat  as  the  delegate  frxim  wisoonan  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Elections.  Mr.  Jones  continued 
in  his  seat  as  the  sitting  delegate.  He,  at  va- 
rions  times,  as  the  journal  show^  presented  pe- 
titions and  resolutions,  and  participated  in  the 
business  of  the  House,  as  the  sitting  delegate. 
This  was  permitted  by  the  acquiescence  of  the 
House,  unUl  the  right  to  the  seat  was  dedded 
by  the  Honse.  Whilst  Mr.  Jones  was  thns  the 
-sitting  delegate,  in  his  seat,  in  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  such,  the  Ser^ant-at-amis  or  the 
presiding  officer  bad  no  nght  or  powo*  to  in- 
quire whether  he  was  rightfully  there.  That 
was  a  question  which  the  House  alone  could 
decide.  The  law  regulating  the  paj  of  mem- 
bers and  delegates,  for  aoght  that  appeared  of 
record,  entitled  him  to  his  compensation  until 
the  time  he  was  ousted  by  a  vote  of  the  Hoose. 
He  called  for  his  compensataon,  and  neitba  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  nor  the  Speaker  had  any  dis- 
cretion to  refuse  it  under  the  law.  The  che^ 
for  his  compensation  was  made  ont  in  the  usual 
way,  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  signed  under 
the  law.  Since  taking  the  chair  this  momii^ 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Jones  had  been  laid  on  hia 
table.  And  now  ^e  question  of  compensation, 
under  the  resolntion  before  the  Honsk  was  an 
open  one.  The  Honse  alone  can  by  its  ardcr 
reftue  Hm  compensation.  Under  the  law,  iba 
Seigeant  and  Speaker  cannot  The  Speaker 
expressed  thehope  that  the  Honse  wonld  decide 
the  qnesUon,  ana  thus  relieve  the  subject  from 
all  doubt  and  embarrassment 

A  long  debate  then  ensued,  in  which  the  res- 
olution was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Mason  ot 
Ohio,  and  GnmiNoa,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Wise,  Bouldin,  Thomas,  Pope,  Calboos  of 
Kentucky,  Beosson,  and  Biddlb.  The  latter, 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks,  moved  dM 
previous  question  ^  which  was  seconded. 

The  question  bemg  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Gnimir  demanded  the  yeas  and 
ni^s;  whteh  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thohas  inqnired  of  the  Speaker  whether, 
in  case  the  r^lntiim  should  be  rdeeted,  ha 
would  consider  it  as  authority  to  p«y  Mr.  JoMt 
hisper  diem  and  mileage. 

llie  Speato-  ai^  he  dundd  eo  cradder  it 
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So  SEsa] 

The  question  was  then  put  tipon  the  adoption 
of  the  resolation,  and  decided  m  the  negative 
— yeas  89,  nayi  96. 


IN  BBZFAT& 

UoNDAT,  Jannaty  7. 
Tramfer  of  Canal  Stock  to  tAtf  State  of  Mary- 
land, 

"Mr.  Wauob,  in  pDraoanoe  of  notice  given, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introdnce  a  bill  to 
aathorize  the  transfer,  on  oertain  conditions,  to 
the  State  of  Haiyland,  of  the  Btook  held  hy  the 
United  States  in  the  Ohea^eake  and  Ohio  Oa- 
nal  Companj. 

Mr.  W.  on  asking  leave,  wiA  that  on  the  9th 
of  April  last,  the  Senate,  npon  his  motion,  had 
adopted  a  resolution  calling  npon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  as  to  the  divi- 
dends received,  and  present  market  valne  of  the 
stock  held  by  the  United  States  in  .varioas  ca- 
nal companies.  To  this  call  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  responded  in  a  statement, 
showing  that  the  Government  had  never  re- 
ceived any  dividend  from  its  stock  in  the  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Oanal  Oompany,  that  this 
stock  is  mach  below  par,  and  that  it  is  doabt- 
fvl  whether  it  can  be  converted  into  money  at 
any  price.  Ifr.  W.  a^  as  tUsatook  waa  yield- 
ing nothing  to  the  Government,  and  oonld  not 
be  sold  for  mon^,  he  was  willing  to  transfar  it 
for  a  reasonable  e(^nivalent  to  theState  of  Uary- 
land.  This  eqmvident  was,  that  the  State 
of  Maryland  should  cause,  within  a  spedfied 
period^  this  canal  to  be  completed  to  the 
Ohio  River;  and  that  when  completed,  the 
canal,  throughout  its  entire  distance,  should  be 
forever  free  for  the  transportation  of  any  prop- 
erty, troops,  or  seamen  of  the  United  States, 
without  the  payment  of  any  toll  or  charge 
whatever.  This  bill  then  involved  the  exercise 
of  no  doubtM  nor  disputed  oonatitotional 
power,  but  rimplr  provided  fbr  the  sale  for  a 
reasonable  eqnivaleDt  ttf  tUs  stock  to  the  State 

Maryland. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  on  Roads  and  Oaoala. 


HOUBS  OF  BEFRESBNTATIVSa 

Tdbsdat,  Jannary  8. 
Mmeff  received  fir  CWtonu. 

Mr.  HuKTiB,  of  Virrinia,  asked  leave  of  the 
Honse  to  present  and  have  printed  the  HdIIow- 
ing  resolution : 

Jtetolved,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appohited 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
whidi  abaH  provide : 

1,  That  all  money  berafter  to  be  recuved  by  the 
United  States  for  customs,  shall  be  paid  on  four  cer- 
tJUQ  days  fixed,  at  intervals  of  three  months,  the 
dniles  required  the  ezisting  laws  to  be  ^id  in 
oash,  to  be  seaaed  by  bonds  irith  ^>pn>ved  security, 
bearing  interest  at  tlw  rate  otAx  per  centum  per  an- 
num from  its  date  nntil  paid,  and  payaUe  at  the  ned 
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fixed  qnarteriy  day,  unless  it  bears  date  within 
twenty  days  of  that  period,  in  wliich  case  it  Is  to  be 
payable  on  iba  next  succeeding  day  fixed  for  plg^ 
ments  to  the  United  States.  But  if  the  importer  be 
entitled  to  credit  under  the  existing  laws,  the  sum 
due  is  to  be  diminished  by  a  discount  at  the  rate  of 
di  per  centum  for  the  time  through  which  the  aaid 
cre^t  extends,  and  the  som  thus  ascertained  to  be  se- 
cured by  bond  as  aforesaid  under  the  limitations 
above  preecribed. 

2.  That  all  debts  due  from  the  United  States  rittll 
be  made  payable,  so  far  as  practicable,  on  four  cer- 
tain days,  occurring  at  bitervals  of  three  months,  and 
fixed  at  twenty  days  respectively  after  the  days  fixed 
as  aforesud  for  payment  to  the  United  States. 
These  debts,  in  aU  cases  when  practicable,  to  be 
made  pa^ibleatthe  next  day  c^^Bbursement,  unkss 
incurred  within  twenty  days  ot  tiiat  time ;  in  wUdi 
case  to  be  payable  at  tiie  sectmd  succeediw  day  fixed 
for  that  purpose.  But  if  the  public  creditor  should 
foil  to  present  liis  claim  at  the  place  at  which  it  is 

payable  when  due,  or  within  days  of  that 

time,  then  the  United  States  to  be  absolved  teom  all 
reepoqsibility  for  any  failure  in  the  disbursing  ttcnt 
at  that  place  to  pay  the  said  creditor:  iViwwed^ 
A«tonier,  That  the  said  agent  and  his  sureties  shall  be 
liable,  in  th^r  {ndiriduaf  capacity,  to  pay  to  the  said 
creditor  any  sums  recdved  for  tiia  use,  upon  donand, 
and  without  interest. 

8.  That  all  requisitions  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment by  other  Departments  of  this  Government  for 
sums  to  be  disbuned  at  the  next  day  fixed  for  that 
pQipoee,  shall  be  made  at  least  twenty  days  before 
the  day  fixed  for  puUic  reoeipts,  and  next  socoeedlng 
that  of  the  reqt^tion. 

4.  That  the  Secretary  the  Treasury  after  a  com- 
parison of  the  liabilities  to  and  from  the  Government, 
at  .the  next  succeedii^  days  of  receipt  and  dis- 
bursement, shall  ascertain  the  probable  stoplnairtudi 
will  be  due  to  the  United  States  upon  the  next  quar- 
terly day  of  receipt,  after  collecting  what  will  be  snlB- 
dent  to  discharge  the  debts  due  from  the  Govern- 
ment at  the  next  disbursing  day,  tc^ther  with  what* 
ever  sum  may  be  needful  as  a  cash  surplus  for  emer- 
gen cies  of  tbe  Department  not  otherwise  provided  for. 
The  debtors  of  the  United  States  to  be  entitied  to  an 
extended  credit  upon  the  surplus  thus  ascertained, 
upon  thrir  {^vittg  bonds,  widi  approved  sureties, 
bearing  bterest  as  aforesaid,  up  to  Uie  quarterly  diqr 
of  the  receipts  next  succeeding  tiiat  at  which  the  on* 
ginal  bond  was  due.  Each  public  debtor  offering  se- 
curity as  aforesud,  to  be  entitied  to  this  further 
credit  upon  an  equal  proportion  of  his  debt ;  which 
proportion  is  to  be  specified  by  public  advertisement 
of  the  Secretary  of  the.  Treasury,  at  least  twenty 
days  before  the  next  succeedit%  day  of  lecdpL  But 
all  bonds  given  for  the  surplus  as  afbresidd,  to  be 
wholly  collected  at  the  next  quarter  when  due,  bflfbra 
any  poi1i<«  Is  demanded  of  their  bonds  f^wea,  whea 
the  debt  for  duties  waa  inoreased. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


■      IN  KBZTATEL 

WxraBBDAT,  January  9. 
JnU-SkHuy  and  'Anti-Tkeae  Annexation  I'eH- 
time, 

Mr.  Pbkntisb  presented  oertaln  resdutima 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in- 
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stracting  their  Senators  and  reqacsting  their 
BepresentatiTes  to  use  their  efforts  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  any  law  for  the  annesation  of 
Texas  to  we  Vnioii,  and  to  proonre  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  abolition  of  sUTerj"  and  the 
Blave-trade  in  the  District  of  Colainhia,  and  the 
Territories  of  the  TTnicm — and  of  the  slave-trade 
between  the  several  States ;  and  also  protesting 
against  certain  resolutions  (ATnsBTON's)  adopted 
by  the  Hoose  of  Kepresentatives,  as  unconstitn- 
tional ;  which  Mr.  P.  moved  should  be  laid  npon 
ibo  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  qnestion  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fosteb, 
divided,  and  the  first  division  was  i^reed  to. 

The  qnestion  coming  up  on  the  second  &vi- 
rion,  viz :  to  print  the  resolntion, 

Mr.  Pekntibs  said  he  had  mfule  the  motion 
to  print  these  reeolntio&s,  becanse  he  supposed 
it  would  be  an  act  of  proper  coortew-  to  tiie 
Leg^slatnre  trom  whom  they  oome.  when  he 
presented  them,  he  had  not  ibe  aUfthtest  idea 
that  any  serions  objections  would  be  made  to 
them,  or  that  they  would  excite  any  debate;  and 
he  would  say  to  gentlemen  of  the  South,  that 
the  coarse  which  they  were  pursuing  was  pre- 
dsely  the  course  to  increase  the  number,  and 
angment  the  strength  of  the  Abolitionists: 
and  he  thought  it  in  other  respects  impolitic  and 
injurious,  as  well  as  wrong  and  unreasonable  in 
itself 

The  virtual  rejection  of  petitions  here  was 
regarded  as  an  infraction  of  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, and  this  was  connected  wiui  the  great 
jmbject  of  abolition,  and  had  g^vento  it  a  power 
not  properly  its  own,  so  that  those  who  were 
opposed  to  extreme  and  premature  measorea, 
and  who  wi^ed  to  prevent  useless  exdtement 
and  agitation,  found  themselves  powerless  in 
oonseqnenoe  .  of  this  connection ;  and  if  this 
course  were  persisted  in,  they  would  be  obliged 
to  ^V6  way  entirely.  Mr.  P.  trusted  these  res- 
olutions would  be  printed  as  an  act  of  common 
ooortesy,  and  he  c^ed  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on 
the  qnestion,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Oalhotth  confessed  that  he  was  amazed 
when  he  saw  a  gentleman  of  the  calmness  and 
correct  jactement  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
pursning  t£e  course  that  he  did.  That  there 
should  be  any  man.  oi  any  intelllgenoe  what- 
ever, who  did  not  see  that  tiiis  qne^on  strikes 
at  the  very  fbnndation  of  the  Union,  alienating 
one  portion  of  it  from  tiie  otiier,  and  that  it 
t^ded  to  the  overthrow  of  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  indeed  surprised  him.  Nor  was  it 
less  wonderful  to  him,  that  any  gentleman  of 
that  description  should  pretend  to  say  that  the 
best  course  of  Southern  gentlemen  was  to  per- 
mit the  Abolitionists  to  come  here  and  urge  the 
question  whenever  they  pleased.  They  tell  us, 
raid  Hr.  0.,  that  we  have  no  right  to  our  own 
estates ;  that  a  large  part  of  our  pr6perty  is  held 
without  law ;  and  that  they  have  the  right  to 
come  here  week  after  week,  year  after  year, 
qnestioning  our  rifl^t  to  it,  ana  calnmnlf^g  our 
eharacter,  while  the  best  mode  for  na  to  porsoe 
la  to  be  quiet  Sir,  said  Hr.  0^  I  woiOd  not  I 
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have  made  these  observations  if  the  reniarb 
that  called  them  forth  bad  not  come  from  a  re- 
spectable quarter.  Hie  course  of  tfae  gentlmaa 
from  Vermont  was  a  sttikiiig  pnxn  that  oi 
all  questions  of  deep  exoitement  ttie  stiougat 
minds  may  be  carried  away.  lb*.  O.  woold  ttj 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  thing 
must  be  arrested  at  home,  by  strong  measure^ 
or  the  South  would  take  care  of  its^ 

Mr.  Pbkntibs  said  that  he  had  mmply  asked 
tliat  these  resolutions  might  be  printed,  as  a 
mark  of  the  oonrte^  nsnaUy  evinrod  to  6tat« 
of  this  Union.  He  did  not  enter  into  any  aigo- 
ment  on  the  qnestion  of  abolition.  Krather  Iw 
nor  any  other  Senator  from  the  North  had,  on 
any  occadon,  been  found  to  agitate  that  qoea- 
tion.  The  fault,  if  it  was  one,  lay  in  another 
quartw.  He  wished  merely  to  disohaige  aa 
obviow  duly.  U  he  foood  it  certiiii  Uut  he 
oonld  ruA  oany  out  his  own  opinions  on  the 
snlr)eet  davery,  which  he  tmsted  were  v«lL 
known,  he  thon^t  it  beet  to  defer  the  ittempt 
to  a  more  fiivorable  opportunity.  These  !«•»• 
lutions  were  passed  by  the  Le^^alatnre  Yer^ 
mont  in  oonaeqnenoe  oi  petitions  requiring  thrir 
passage.  They  were  resolutims  of  instrueti<m, 
and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  wished  to 
discharge  the  ddty  imposed  upon  him. 

Mr.  Kino  found  no  fault  with  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  for  diaobar^ng  his  du^  to  his 
State,  in  preeentang'  subh  resolutions  as  they 
thought  proper  to  diarge  him  with.  He 
wu^d,  therdbre,  under  these  ooiuidentioiu^ 
any  objectitme  to  leoeiving  these  T«soIati<n9L 
They  came  from  a  sonreign  State ;  batwbeth- 
er  that  State  waa  tme  to  the  mincaples  whidi 
should  govern  every  member  of  the  CoDfeder- 
aey,  was  another  questi<Hi.  "With  regard  to  tiie 
prayer  of  these  resolutions,  every  man  of  com- 
mon  intelligeDoe  knew  that  if  it  were  granted, 
this  Union  would  not  last  twenty-fonr  houm 
He  knew  that  he  and  every  man  from  that  see- 
tion  of  the  Union  which  would  be  so  groidy 
outraged  by  such  a  measure,  would  instantly, 
on  the  adoption  of  it,  retire  from  their  seats. 
He  wonld,  in  such  an  event,  return  to  his  coo- 
Btituenta,  and  tell  them  that  the  compact  wm 
broken,  the  oonstituticm  violated,  and  tiusr 
pnnterty  taken  waj  fkxan  them,  and  that  h&  as 
their  represmtative,  could  render  them  no  fur- 
ther service  by  remaining  whoe  he  was,  Be- 
lievhig  that  suoh  would  be  the  ineritaUe  eos- 
seqnencee  of  carrying  out  the  doctrines  oon- 
tfuned  in  these  resolutions,'  he  oonld  not  oonseat 
to  gin  them  any  oireulation.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  Senator  fKnn  Vermont,  in  wiping 
to  have  these  resolutions  printed  ?  The  Sena- 
tor himself  dedared  that  he  did  not  expect  soy 
such  thing  as  action  on  those  resolutituii;  and 
yet  he  wished  to  have  them  printed:  for  whit  V 
To  give  encoura^ment  to  these  peo^e,  to  send 
oot  more  memorials  to  act  on  their  L^islatnre, 
inducing  them  to  interfere  with  matters  vrtiidi 
do  not  belong  to  them.  If  that  was  the  olgeet 
of  the  gentionan,  and  he  trusted  and  bdieved 
it  waa  not,  he  might  have  aoow  reaaon  to 
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li^  the  {ninting  of  these  papers ;  but  as  he  had 
a  great  respect  for  the  gentlemaD,  and  believed 
that  he  had  no  snoh  object  in  view,  he  was  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  why  he  persdsted  m  the  motion. 
He  thanked  the  gentleman  for  warning  the 
SontJi  of  what  became  their  dntj,  under  the 
present  state  of  excitement  on  this  sabject.  Sir, 
s(dd  Mr.  K.,  we  will  discharge  our  dxity  to  our- 
selves and  our  oonstitnents,  withont  asking  ad- 
vice from  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  or  from 
his  L^idature,  or  the  L^slatnre  of  any  other 
State.  He  had  hooed  that  they  wonld  have 
been  spared,  in  this  body,  the  witating  of  tills  ex- 
citing subject.  He  knew  that  it  had  taken  plAoe 
elsewhere  in  a  manner  highly  dlsgraoefal,  but 
he  had  confidentiy  expected  that  this  body 
would  escape  it,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont woold  be  the  last  man  to  bring  it  np.  He 
regretted  the  necessity  of  making  these  few  obser- 
vations, but  he  was  compelled  to  do  so,  beoanse 
he  tboaght  the  Senator  from  Vermont  was  forc- 
ina  this  matter  beyond  what  was  necessary. 

Mr.  LtmpKiN  8(dd  his  object  in  rising  was  to 
move  that  the  motion  to  prbt  be  laid  upon  the 
table.  But  before  he  submitted  that  motion,  be 
would  remark  that  he  ftdly  oonooned  in  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senators  from  Bonth  Oandina  and 
Alahama.  (Mr.  Oalhoitn  and  Mr.  Knia.)  And 
lhat  he  felt  no  disponticm  to  conntenanoe  orre- 
n>eot  attempts  to  agitate  the  question  of  slavery, 
tiie  more,  because  it  was  brought  before  the 
Senate  by  the  proceedings  of  a  sovereign  State. 
liTo,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  the  a^tation  at  this  ques- 
tion, by  obscure  and  ignorant  individuals,  is 
harmless  and  innocent,  when  compared  with 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont 
Tet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  (iSr.  Pkkntiss) 
admonishes  the  South  to  be  cool  and  quiet,  to 
disregard  the  efforta  of  those  who  are' constant- 
ly warring  against  their  rights  and  interests. 
Sir,,  said  Mr.  L.,  thu  advice  reminds  me  of  a 
robber,  who,  while  be  has  his  hand  in  my  pock- 
et, taking  from  me  that  to  which  he  has  no  just 
claim,  ceasea  not  to  admonish  me  to  be  quiet,  be 
easy — ^he  will  do  me  no  harm.  Every  lover  of 
this  Union  should  cease  to  agitate  this  question. 
The  interference  of  the  Abolitionists  and  their 
8np|>orterB  with  the  domestio  concerns  of  the 
South  is  daily  becoming  more  offensive.  These 
proceedings  are  rapidly  alienating  the  afltetioos 
of  one  portion  of  the  Union  flrom  the  other. 
We  should  circulate  nothing  flrom  this  Senate 
calculated  to  increase  excitement  and  pr^odice. 
Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  move  to  hf 
the  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

The  qnestim  was  tiien  taken  on  Mr.  Luhp- 
Knf's  motion  to  lay  tiie  motion  to  fxhtt  on  the 
table,  and  carried— yeas  SO,  imyt  8. 


MoyoxT,  Jannary  14. 
ITortA  Carolina  SeioltUvma  agaimt  the  Ind»- 
pdndetU  Treaaury. 
Mr.  Bbown  said  he  rose  to  present  to  the 
Senate  oertaio  resolntions  which  had  been 
adopted  1^  the  General  Anembly  of  the  State  of 
TohXHL— 46 
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North  Carolina,  at  their  late  sesidoo,  expresdve 
of  their  views  and  opinions  in  regard  to  SMne 
of  the  important  measures  and  questitms  of 
public  policy,  which  have  been,  and  now  are^ 
pending  before  the  oonntry.  However  an  cour- 
teous some  of  the  language  was  in  reference  to 
a  late  act  of  this  body,  vhich  it  had  performed 
in  the  exercise  of  its  high  coostitnUonal  powerBf 
and  profoundly  as  he  regretted  that  expressions 
derogating  from  the  respect  due  to  body 
were  embraced  in  the  r«(dationB,  y^  he  ccold 
not  hedtate,  in  obedience  to  a  proper  sense  of 
re^MCt  to  tiie  Le^alatare  of  his  State,  to  o&a 
them,  in  compliance  with  the  request  ooi^idned 
.in  one  of  the  resolutions. 
-  It  was  alike  due  to  himself,  to  his  constituents, 
and  to  the  importance  of  the  occadon  itself,  to 
state  very  explicitly  the  view  he  took  of  the 
resolutions,  and  the  course  which  high  consid- 
erations of  public  dnty  required  tiiat he  dionld 
pursue  in  r^ard  to  them.  He  felt  the  deep  re- 
fusibility  under  which  he  acted,  and  had 
given  to  the  subject  tiiat  anxious  deliberation 
which  its  public  importance  and  the  great  ques- 
tions of  public  interest  involved  in  it  demanded. 

In  r^ard  to  moat  of  tiie  resolutions,  it 
wonld  readily  be  perouTcd  that  the  cpinwna 
expressed  in  tiiem  directly  oonfliot  with  the 
coarse  which  he  had  heretofore  pnrsned  ra  the 
measnres  of  public  policy  to  which  they  refor, 
and  that  a  pnnciple  is  asserted  in  one  of  them, 
in  regard  to  a  ^nesti<m  of  constitational  power, 
entirely  at  variance  with  his  vote  on  tiie  reso- 
lution ordering  the  expnnction  of  the  oondem- 
natory  resolution  paaaed  agfunst  President  Jack- 
son, for  removing  the  pablic  deposits  from  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  relation  to 
extravagant  expenditare,  and  Executive  patron- 
age, referred  to  by  two  others  of  the  resolu- 
tions, bis  votes  wonld  most  abundantiy  prove 
that  his  whole  course  had  been,  rince  honored 
with  ft  Beat  In  that  body,  to  diminish  both  as 
far  as  it  was  practicable  fm  him  to  do  so. 

Having  very  briefly  adverted  to  the  political 
character  of  the  resolutions,  the  next  inquiry 
which  presents  itself  for  consideration  is,  wheth- 
er they  are  to  be  viewed  by  my  honorable  col- 
league and  myself  as  instructions,  or  as  the 
mere  expr^ons  of  the  opinions  of  the  Legis- 
lature, leaving  us  to  a  discretiooary  power  in 
exercising  oar  judgments  on  the  subjects  to 
which  they  relate.  That  they  are  not  to  be 
considered  as  irutruetiont,  the  proofs,  to  his 
mind,  were  dear  and  irresistible.  They  do  not, 
on  their  fiace,  profess  to  smfruet,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  that  word,  w  any  other  of  mandatory 
import,  is  omitted  with  the  most  ^wtrded  cau- 
tion; omitted  no  doubt  not  by  accident,  bnt  by 
dengn.  What,  ooidd  have  been  the  intention 
for  omitting  it  f  The  motive  cleariy  was,  not 
to  commit  the  party  passing  these  resolntions 
to  the  doctrinie  of  instructions.  Whenever, 
said  Mr.  B.,  the  General  Assembly  of  North 
OaroUna  has  thought  proper,  on  former  oocap- 
rions,  to  reeort  to  uie  groat  Bepublioan  princl* 
pie  of  infltraeti<m,  it  has  spoken  oat  in  bold, 
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frank,  and  nnequivocal  language.  It  haa,  hj 
directly  instrncting  the  Senators  representing 
tlie  State,  taken  the  responsibility  on  itselt  of 
the  vote  which  it  commanded  them  to  give, 
A  positive  command,  by  instructions,  from  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  to  give  a 
partionlar  vote,  places  the  vote  under  the  control 
of  the  Le^slature,  and  ia,  in  effect,  the  vote  of  Uie 
power  commanding  it;  thereby  taking  from  the 
Senator  all  discretion,  and  conseqnenUy,  reliev- 
ing him  from  all  responsibility  to  the  people  of 
the  State.  The  Le^slatnre,  Uierefore,  does  not 
take  on  itself  the  responsibility  of  the  Senator's 
vote  unless  it  instruett  him.  On  the  contrary, 
if  it- declines  to  instruct  him,  it  declines  taking 
the  responsibility  of  his  vote,  and,  therefore, 
has  no  riglit  to  expect  him  to  express  their 
opinions  when  they  refuse  to  take  on  them- 
selves the  conseqnenoes  of  his  vote  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State.  The  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  has  long  ^ce  established  the  principle 
tiiat  they  had  the  right  to  inetruetf  and  so 
essential  has  the  ^ployment  of  that  word  been 
considered  to  the  efficw^  of  reaolnlacHiB  of  in- 
atrootion,  that  the  Bepublioana  of  that  Stato 
have  invariaUy  emi^oyed  it  on  all  great  occa- 
riona  when  Ihey  intended  to  command  the  votes 
of  their  Senators. 

Ur.  B.  said  in  referring  to  the  journals  of  tiie 
Suiate,  be  perceived  that  the  late  venerable  Mr. 
Uaoon,  then  a  member  of  this  body,  had  .pre- 
eented  resolutions,  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  North  Carolina  at  their  session  of  1816,  in- 
struoting  their  Senators  to  endeavor  to  procure 
eertain  amendments  to  the  constitution  m  rela- 
tion to  the  mode  of  electing  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  Legisla' 
ture  wUch  adopted  them  resolved,  in  one  of 
the  Tes(rfntiou6,  "  that  oar  Senators  m  the  Oon- 
greea  of  the  United  States  be  ^uinteted^  and 
cor  Bepresentatives  be  reguetUd,  to  endeavor 
to  obtain  the  sdd  amendment  to  the  Oonstita- 
tioD  of  the  United  States."  At  the  sncoeeding 
■eaton  of  the  L^alatnre  of  North  Carolina  the 
same  resolutions  were  again  adopted,  and  agun 
asserted.  In  the  same  language,  the  nght  of  iu- 
BtmcUon.  That  the  General  Assembly  then 
considered  mandatory  lan^age'as  essential  to 
instructions  is  most  strikingly  obvious,  frvsm 
the  marked  distinction  between  the  terms  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  resolutions  to  the  Sena- 
tors and  the  BejH-esentatives  in  Congress.  The 
lininer  are  expressly  irutructed,"  the  latter 
are  nwely  ^^regwated,^  to  perform  their  will. 
It  is,  therefore,  perfectly  dear,  from  the  nae  of 
the  latter  term  to  the  Representatives  in  Oon- 
gress,  over  whose  vote  the  Legislature  never 
professed  to  have  any  control,  that  a  mere  ex- 
pression, of  opinion,  nnaccompanied  by  instruc- 
tions, never  was  viewed  by  Uiem  as  obligatory 
on  those  to  whom  they  were  addressed.  This 
great  right  had  been  repeatedly  since  asserted, 
and  exercised  in  the  same  language  of  com- 
mand, to  their  Senators,  by  successive  Legisla- 
tures of  North  Carolina,  ttota  the  period  just 
referred  to  down  to  its  aession  of  1834,  when 
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they  reasserted  and  exercised,  in  positive  tai 
nnequivocal  language,  the  right  of  instmctioiL 
on  the  question  of  expunging  from  the  jonnuli 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  the  resi^- 
tions  condemnatory  of  President  Jackson.  The 
long-continued  practice,  therefore,  of  the 
latere  of  that  State,  in  regard  to  InsbuctuoB, 
shows  very  condunvely,  that  whenever  th^ 
have  intended  to  take  aU.  diacretion  from  tbcir 
Senators  in  regard  to  any  particular  vote,  that 
tiiej  have  expressly,  and  in  plain  language^  in- 
structed. 

Mr.  B.  eaSA,  he  hold,  when  resolutions  direct- 
ly Instructing  had  passed  a  lecislative  body, 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  go  oeyond  the  in- 
stroctions  themselves  to  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  Legislature ;  but  when  instructions  were 
not  given,  on  the  &oe  of  the  resolntiona,  that  it 
was  competent  to  look  beyond  them  to  arrive 
at  the  intentions  of  those  passing  them.  He 
adverted  to  an  amendment  offered  in  hoUi 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  when  the  resolu- 
tions were  before  them,  proposing  to  insert  the 
■ward  "uutrtwf,"  utd  which  was  raected  1^ 
the  unonimoiH  wte  of  the^Hnu2i  of  uie  resohi- 
tiona,  in  both  instances.  This  act^  in  hb  opin- 
ion, was  deci^ve  of  the  question,  and  proved 
that  those  who  passed  them  did  not  intend  to 
commit  themselvefl^  by  tb&x  acts,  to  the  doc- 
trine of  instruction. 

The  resolutions  did  not  merely  omit  to  in- 
struct, bat  they  contained,  on  their  face,  expres- 
sions which  constituted  a  direct  attack  on  that 
great  fundamental  principle  of  the  Eepublican 
creed.  They  declare  that  act  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Stti^s,  expnn^^ing  ft'om  its  journals 
the  condemnatory  resolution  against  Pendent 
Jackson,  to  have  been  "an  act  qf  part^ aaxiii- 
ty.eaUMiateA  to  degrade  Uu  Senate." 

MX.  B.  said,  BO  or  as  Ub  own  vote  had  had 
any  i^eaujr  in  oanying  into  effect  that  jastseo* 
tence,  vindicatory  of  the  constitution  .and  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  both  of  which  had  beea 
wantonly  assailed  in  the  nnantiiorized  and  un- 
just sentence  against  the  Chief  Magistrate  d 
the  nation,  that  lie  had  acted  under  resolution 
passed  bytheLe^^alatnre  of  his  State,  eomnoai- 
tng  it  to  be  done.  He  believed  a  m^ority  the 
State  Legisliriurea  of  the  Union  had  also  passed 
similar  instructions  to  their  Senators.  If^  there- 
fore, the  doctrine  of  instmction  be  correct,  whit 
power  is  there  that  can  ri^tfnlly  arraign  the 
motives  of  those  who  have  only  acted  in  obedi- 
enoe  to  it,  and  carried  ont  the  wiU  of  those  ui- 
der  whose  commands  th^  have  perf<nnaed  UiB 
act  required  tobedonef  To  knpeach,  Aere- 
fore,  the  motives  of  those,  thus  acting  under 
instructions,  is  a  direct  atta^  on  the  princtole 
of  instinction,  and,  in  effect,  a  denial  <tf  me 
right  to  instruct. 

But  in  order  to  have  all  doubt  removed  as  to 
the  intention  of  tiiose  who  passed  them,  his 
honorable  colleague  and  himself  had  addressed 
a  req)eotfnl  commonioation  to  the  Le^slatore 
of  their  State,  asking  to  be  informed  if  the  res- 
olutions were  to  be  taken  as  instmction^  TTe 
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had  publicly  deolwed  that  we  would  obey  or 
rengD.  if  itutructed.  We  considered,  that  to 
have  done  either  under  resolutions  not  contain- 
ing instructions,  was  not  required  by  our  pledge, 
and  would  have  been  a  manifest  dereliction  of 

Snblio  duty,  oader  all  the  oiroumstancee.  We 
eeired,  then,  proper  ground  to  stand  on.  If  we 
resigned,  wo  wiabed  to  do  so  under  the  great 
principle  of  iustraotion,  and  not  nnder  reSoln- 
tiona  in  which  it  was  not  recognized.  Tbe 
Lepslatnre,  thus  candidly  and  respectftiUy  ap- 
petuod  to,  hare  refused,  in  terms  not  very  ooor- 
teons,  to  give  any  further  infonnadoo  as  to  the 
qaesti(m  m  inatmcUoa. 

When  the  issae  was  thus  fairly  presented,  we 
had  a  right  to  expect,  on  every  principle  of 
candor,  an  emphatic  expression  of  opinion  one 
way  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature  on  the  question  of  instmo- 
tion.  If  they  had  asserted  their  intention  to 
instruct,  I  was  prepared,  as  is  known  to  many 
of  my  frienda,  instantly  to  have  surrendered 
to  them  the  public  trust  which  I  hold.  They, 
however,  agiun  decline  to  assert  the  principle 
of  instruction,  in  the  resolution  passed  by  them, 
and  thus  afford  clear  and  unqnestionable  proof 
that  they  do  not  intend  to  commit  themselves 
to  the  doctrine.  Which  of  the  parties  had  act- 
ed in  good  fiuth— those  addresnng  the  ocHumn- 
nlcation,  and  solioiting  an  expremon  of  opin- 
ioa  on  a  pltua  question,  to  which  an  answer  was 
easy,  and  which  they  deemed  important  to  the 
publio  liberty,  as  well  as  to  the  regulation  of 
their  own  condact— or  those  who  had  declined 
to  answer  it?  He  would  appeal  to  the  honest 
and  intelligent  judgment  of  his  constituents  to 
decide. 

When,  therefore,  he  took  into  view  the  oir- 
oomstanoea  which  formed  a  part  of  the  histon^ 
of  the  resolutions,  the  gnuded  caution  with 
which  the  party  passing  them  avoided  commit- 
ting themselves  on  the  record  to  the  right  of 
instrnetion,  and  the  open  and  avowed  hostility 
of  stone  of  those  voting  fter  the  resdntions  to  the 
doctrine  of  iDstmotion,  the  direct  attack  on  that 
great  principle  itself  on  the  of  the  reeoltt- 
tlons,  and  the  refusal  of  the  Legislature,  on  a 
candid  ^peal  made  to  them,  to  assert  the  right 
— the  most  irresistible  proof  is  afforded,  dj 
positive  acta,  that  they  (the  Lefpslature)  did  not 
intend  to  rec(^nlze  the  right  of  instruction ; 
and  if  not,  on  what  principle  of  honor,  or  by 
what  right,  either  moral  or  political,  can  it  be 
expected  that  they  will  be  considered  and  acted 
on  by  others  as  instructional 

The^^solutions  profess  to  speak  the  will  of 
the  people.  If  they  were  instniotions,  he  ad- 
mitted that  they  would  he  oblisatoiy  in  the 
fullest  sense  d  the  term ;  bat  they  were  not, 
and  did  not  profess  to  he,  and  Uierefore  tiie 
question  as  respects  poblic  opinion,  as  well  as 
every  other  in  relation  to  them,  is  open  to  the 
freest  inqairy.  He  did  not,  himself^  believe 
that  they  expressed  public  opinion,  as  to  many  of 
the  importuit  topics  nnder  which  they  under- 
take to  declare  it.  He  believed  the  people  the 
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State  bad  heard  with  utter  surprise,  that  the 
subject  of  tiie  expauging  resolutions  had  been 
introduced.  It  was  a  topic  that  had  not  been 
brought  before  them  at  the  elections,  and  there- 
fore could  not  have  been  anticipated.  Again, 
he  did  not-  believe  they  expressed  public 
opinion,  as  no  question  had  ever  been  brought 
more  directly  and  iumiediately  before  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Garoliim  than  was  that,  at  the 
electaous  in  18S4,  involving  the  course  of  Pres- 
ident Jackson  in  regard  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  justice  of  expunnng  the 
sentence  prononncedagain^  him  from  the  joor- 
nalsoftheSraiate. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  session  of  1634,  in 
obedience  to  that  public  wUI^  commanded  thdr 
Senators,  by  express  instructions,  to  vote  for  it. 
The  people  elected  two  successive  Le^atnreS| 
which  ratified  and  re-affirmed,  in  effect,  that 
decision,  as  the  resolutions  remained  unre- 
voked by  them.  It  would,  therefore,  be  in  dero- 
gation of  the  well-known  political  consistency 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  to  suppose  that 
a  dedsion  so  well  considered,  and  so  deliberate- 
ly made,  bad  been  reversed  by  tiiem.  No  IVes- 
ideut  had  ever  been  more  strongly  sustained 
than  was  President  Jackson,  at  three  socceanve 
elections,  hj  the  people  of  that  State,  whose 
wdl-earned  fame  the  resolutions  whioh  the 
Legislatnre  had  passed,  ^med  so  strong  a  blow 
at  He  coold  not,  therefore,  adnut  that  his 
constituents  had  abandoned  their  long-cherish- 
ed political  attachments,  and  were  prepared  to 
ud  in  sacrificing  the  publio  character  of  the 
honest  soldier  and  patriot  stistennan.  He 
could  not  consent,  therefore,  to  record,  by  his 
vote,  a  sentence  so  derogatory  to  the  people, 
and  to  the  Legislatnre  of  1834,  to  whose  favor 
he  was  indebted  for  his  re-election.  To  resign, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  be  a  tacit  admission,  on 
his  part,  that  the  people  had  dianged  their 
opinion  on  this  question,  and  his  acqntesoence 
in  the  charge  <»  inoonnstenqr  w||^nst  tiion, 
which  it  involved,  which  ho  Buoala  consider  n 
a  departnre  from  his  duty  to  do^  wdess  acting 
nnder  instmctiona  that  left  him  no  other  alt«> 
native. 

He  had  declared,  in  his  speech  on  the  Consti- 
tutional Treasury,  and  on  other  occasions,  that 
if  instructed  by  his  Legislature,  be  wonld  obey 
or  resign.  He  had  ns^  the  word  in  that  sense 
whioh  conveys  a  meaning  nniversally  acted  on 
and  understood  by  the  Bepublican  party  of  this 
country,  and  had  likewise  asserted  it  iu  his 
speeches,  to  be  a  duty,  in  the  dbtenee  of  instruc- 
tions, to  pursue  the  dictates  of  his  own  judg- 
ment. In  the  dl>9«nce  of  itittrueUojiL,  therefore, 
his  decision  as  to  the  present  resolutions,  which 
did  not  recognise,  in  any  part  of  them,  that 
right,  was  entirely  con^stent  with  his  often 
repeated  dedarationa  on  that  subject. 

The  course  which  his  colleague  and  himself 
felt  boand  to  take,  from  a  high  sense  of  publio 
duty,  on  tlus  oot^on,  involved  not  simply  the 
eneimon  of  what  was  dne  to  thmiselves  and 
udr  own  princnplea-^iot  rimply  ft  qoeatton  of 
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mere  party  ascendraicy,  bat  it  involved  ques- 
tions of  far  more  tranaoeadent  importance.  It 
InvolTed  a  great  principle  of  popular  liberty.  If 
they  resigned  their  seate,  they  indireotly  aided  in 
attacking  the  great  fundameDtal  right  of  instrac- 
tion,  which  tne  resolations,  on  their  face,  not 
only  attacked,  as  he  had  already  shown,  bnt,  by 
their  nnqaestionablo  tendency,  went  to  over- 
throw. They  in  effect,  as  he  h^  shown,  con- 
tained a  denial  of  that  doctrine.  For  ns,  there- 
fore, to  acquiesce  in  them,  hy  obedience  or  res- 
ignation, would  aid  in  subverting  a  principle 
long  consecrated  in  the  Bepublican  <a«ed.  If 
they  fuffeied  tiiemadTes,  by  indirection,  to  be 
driven  from  the  pust  which  the  pabUo  had  as- 
signed them,  he  ootdd  not  permit  himself  to 
doubt  that  the  very  party  that  had  passed  the 
resolations,  wonid  point  to  them  to  prove  that 
iheir  political /rimdi  had  never  admitted  the 
doctnne  of  instmction.  We  should  thus  he 
accessory  to  the  establishment  of  the  doctrine 
that  tiie  people,  through  their  Legislature,  had 
no  right  to  matmct.  We  should  thus  contrib- 
ute to  establish  the  doctrine  that  Senators  of 
the  Federal  party,  if  hereafter  elected  from  the 
State,  would  be  licensed  to  disobey  instructions, 
and  should  be  irre^nuble  to  the  people,  as 
tltey  would  no  donbt  quote  fAcM  tery  retolvr 
ticnt  to  prove  tiiat  instraotiona  were  uo  part 
of  their  political  creed.  It  wonld,  therefore, 
(repeated  Mr.  B.,)  be,  in  effect,  an  attack  on  the 
doctrine  of  instruction,  if  we  acquiesced  in  them 
eiUier  hy  obedience  or  redgnation,  and  wonld 
be'a  snrrender  of  a  great  question  of  public  lib- 
erty. Thus  we  should  be  placing  in  the  hands 
of  a  poliUcal  party,  already  denying  the  right 
of  instruction,  and  asserting  other  daugerons 
doctrines  in  regard  to  popular  rights,  an  im- 
mense engine  to  beat  down  those  rights.  It 
wan  pladng  in  their  hands  an  instrument  which 
would  serve  as  a  sword  to  nse  against  their  po- 
litical adversaries,  and  would  at  the  same  time 
be  used  as  a  shield  to  thelter  andproteet  them- 
teke$,  when  in  power,  from  instmetious.  He, 
ther^ore,  Bhonld  consider  the  abandcmment  of 
Bis  post,  nnder  snch  droomstanoes,  as  an  aban- 
dimment  of  his  duty  to  the  people  whom  he 
represented,  and  as  betrayi^  a  wont  of 
flrmaess  to  meet  the  orids.  He  could  not  re- 
flect himself  if  he  were  to  do  it,  and  he  sin- 
oerely  trusted  that  his  high-minded  and  intelh- 
gent  constitnenta  would  appreciate  his  motives 
and  the  delicacy  of  his  situation.  He  had  been 
sustained  by  them  with  a  firmness  and  fixedness 
of  purpose,  for  a  period  of  more  than  nine 
years,  thro^h  many  trying  and  difficult  events 
in  pnblio  amirs,  that  impressed  him  with  an 
indellUe  sense  at  gratitnoe. 

He  had  never  sooght  office  nor  desired  it  for 
hhnself ;  nor  had  any  of  those  connected  with 
him  ever,  through  his  means,  eqjoyed  office 
nnder  tms  or  the  past  Administration.  He 
therefore  appealed  to  his  constituents  to  decide 
how  far  the  chai^  of  party  senility "  up- 
plied  to  him.  or  to  bis  pubuc  coarse.  In  order 
to  remove  dl  doubts  as  to  the  motives  whidi 
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actuated  him,  and  to  show  that  he  derired  his 
public  course  shoold  be  tested  by  the  popular  wffi 
of  his  State,  at  the  first  State  elections  wludi 
intervened,  ho  had  come  to  the  detenoinatioo 
to  resign  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  the  next  L^^slatore  his  State,  wbai 
they  should  assemble,  for  the  residue  of  In 
term  then  remaining. 

Hr.  B.  said  that  he  felt  deeply,  and  to  its  full 
extent,  the  great  responsibility  of  bis  present 
situation.  But  at  a  great  criaa  in  om*  public 
affairs,  when  the  very  existence  of  teee  govern- 
ment was  at  stake,  when  an  evident  effort  was 
making  to  strip  tiie  people  of  their  pidhieal 
sovereignty,  and,  in  effect,  to  transfer  It  to  the 
banking  conwraUons  of  the  country,  he  dtotdd 
dare  to  do  his  dnty.  To  falter  under  sucfa  dr- 
cumstances,  and  in  such  a  crisis,  and  to  dirink 
from  a  just  responsibility  from  a  fear  of  ocmse- 
(jneQceSj  wonld,  while  it  betrayed  an  mibecom- 
ing  timidity,  l»  b'eachery  to  those  who  had 
committed  to  them  their  dearest  rights  and  in- 
terests. His  course,  therefore,  was  taken,  and 
it  was  for  his  constituents  to  dedde  on  it; 
and  to  that  dedsion  he  was  prepared  to  yield 
with  entire  deference. 

Ur.  Stbanob  said:  It  is  with  great  rdno- 
tance,  Ur.  Preudent,  that  I  ooenpy  the  puUn 
time  and  attention  of  the  Senate^  upon  matters 
which  seem  properly  to  rest  betwem  oar  oon- 
stituents  ana  my  colleague  and  myself  Two 
considerations,  however,  prompt  me  to  occupy 
a  portion  of  botii.  The  one  is,  the  eatabli^ied 
practice,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  preniling 
in  this  l>ody,  on  like  occasions ;  and  the  otiier, 
its  being,  in  my  Judgment,  the  most  convenknt 
and  respectfbl  mode  of  throwing  immediately 
before  our  constituents  our  purposes,  with  a 
short  statement  of  the  reasons  which  govern  us. 
I  find  myself  ' in  one  of  the  most  respcmsible 
positions  I  have  ever  occupied,  and  my  anxioui 
wish  has  been  so  to  act  as  to  ensure,  at  least, 
the  unwavering  approbation  of  myx>wn  con- 
science. Fh»n  my  political  adversu^  I  have 
leaned  to  know,  by  sad  ezperienoe,  that  I  have 
no  favor  to  hope  for,  and  not  even  Justice  to 
expect  Act  as  I  may,  my  condoct  will  be  mis- 
represented and  my  motives  impeached.  Eva 
from  my  political  friends,  I  have  reason  to  ap- 
prehend division  in  their  Judgment  of  my 
course,  while  I  know  they  wiU  do  Justice  to  my 
motives. 

The  resolations  just  read  come  from  a  soorce 
entitied  to  my  highest  respect  and  most  defer- 
ential consideration.  They  are  from  theL^V 
lature  of  a  State  to  which  I  am  deeply  Indebt- 
ed, ways  without  number.  Though  hot  an 
adopted  son  of  that  State,  riie  has  he^>ed  upon 
me  idndneases  far,  very  far,  beyond  my  deserts, 
and  I  have  ei^Qyca  g(»den  opinions  far  beyimd 
my  merits  from  all  sorts  of  people.  Though  not 
a  native  of  the  State,  there  has  my  heart  found 
the  objects  of  its  tennerest  affections,  and  thith- 
er does  it  torn  instinctivdy,  when  the  ma^ 
word  "home  "  stirs  within  it  those  holy  assoeu- 
tiouB  which  no  other  wonl  has  power  to  awaken. 
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OomiD^  then,  from  sach  a  eoarce,  bow  gladly 
would  I  baTefoond  myself  able  to  follow  in 
any  direction  to  which  they  might  point  I  how 
oheerfnlly  have  reposed  apon  such  a  ooansellor, 
and  thrown  off  the  responsibility  of  acting  upon 
zny  own  fiUlible  Judgment  I  Hod  the^e  resolu- 
tion! be«L  couched  in  terms  of  command,  no 
tdtemalAn  would  have  bem  left  me  but  obe- 
dience or  resignation.  Coming  as  they  do,  mere- 
ly ta  the  langufm;e  of  ooonael  or  adrioe,  I  should 
onhesHatingTy  follow  that  counsel  oonld  I  do  so 
ooniisten^y  with  my  sense  of  dnty  aild  my 
own  self-respect.  Bnt  the  two  first  of  these 
resc^ntions  counsel  me  to  that  which  not  all  the 
terrors  of  an  auto  dtfs  oonld  induce  me  to  per- 
form. Gracious  Heaven  1  to  place  npon  the 
eveclasting  records  of  my  conntry,  my  own 
declaration^  that  I  had  violated  her  constitution, 
upon  the  infiunons  motive  of  party  servility  1 
Ko !  sooner  would  I  bite  off  my  tongue,  and 
spit  it  back  in  the  faces  of  those  who  hadoouu- 
BoUed  such  infamy,  however  high  and  dlffnifled 
tbe  stations  they  might  fflL  Sol  mnudonaas 
I  am  of  having  been  actnated  in  what  I  did,  by 
motives  of  the  highest,  the  pnrest,  the  most 
patriotic,  I  am  proud  to  have  my  name  associ- 
ated with  the  act,  and  am  content  that  posterity 
may  Judge  of  me  by  it  alone.  Uistaken  I  may 
have  been,  but  never  was  cormption  &rther 
from  my  heart.  If  those  were  corrupt  who  did 
the  deed,  what  were  the  Le^slatnres  of  the 
noble  States  who  commanded  it  to  be  done  1  I 
myself,  in  the  part  I  acted,  but  conformed  to 
the  express  instructions  of  the  Legidatnre  of 
North  Carolina.  A  liCgislature  elected  when 
that  question  was  distinctly  before  the  people ; 
and  notwithstandmg  those  instmetiou  were 
given,  a  L^dature,  a  m^ority  of  which  was 
uTorable  to  those  instmcttons,  was  again  elect- 
ed.  I  oonld  not,  therefore,  with  proper  reject 
to  the  L^islatnre  and  people  of  Noru  Oarouna, 
by  whose  command  the  act  was  done,  censure 
it  in  Uie  manner  proposed,  if  there  was  nothing 
else  to  r^rtrain  me. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  in  thns  remarking  npon 
the  resolutions,  to  impeach  the  motives  or 
impagn  the  conduct  of  those  who  passed  them. 
My  own  opinion  is,  that  CoipUy  qnaAels  ^ould 
never  be  carried  beyond  tbe  p^mal  domain, 
and,  if  I  have  any  thing  to  oompUun  of  in  the 
temper,  laagnage,  or  sabstanoe  of  these  resolu- 
tions, on  a  dmercnt  theatre  will  that  oomplidnt  be 
made.  Here,  at  least,  it  Is  my  wUh  and  my 
purpose  always  to  nteek  respectfully  of  those 
whom  the  people  ot  North  OaroUna  shall  see  fit 
to  elevate  to  high  places. 

Tbe  terms  of  tne  resolution  having  placed 
conformity  to  them  entirely  out  of  the  question, 
it  remains  to  be  considered  what  is  my  alterna- 
tive course.  Were  I  at  liberty  to  consnlt  the  sug- 
gestions of  impaadoned  personal  pride,  I  should 
certainly  resign.  It  is  always  easier  to  retreat 
from  a  difficulty  or  danger  than  to  encounter  it, 
and  abide  the  issue.  When  a  man  gets  into  a 
political  difficulty,  the  shades  of  private  life 
Have  many  attractive  charms,  and  upon  them 
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he  is  apt  to  cast  a  wishM  eye.  For  my  part^ 
I  acknowledge  ttiat  I  feel  myself  in  a  political 
difficnlty,  from  which  I  would  willingly  retreat, 
if  I  might  do  BO  with  propriety.  But  the  ques- 
tion is  one  of  duty  simply,  and  not  of  choice. 
If  it  is  not  my  duty  to  resign,  it  is  my  duty  to 
remain  here.  One  or  the  other  is  clearly  obli- 
gatory nj>on  me ;  and  which,  is  the  question  t 
As  I  said  before,  bad  these  resolntiras  been 
oonohed  in  the  language  of  command,  obedt 
ence  or  resiffnation  would  have  been  my  duty. 
I  accepted  the  trust  I  now  hold,  under  the  fim 
knowledge  that  those  who  sent  mehereexpect- 
ed  me  to  obey  instructions  when  received,  or 
resign.  Snch  is  the  creed  of  the  political  par^ 
that  elected  me,  and  I  should  disappoint  their 
ezpeotations  if  I  refused  to  act  npon  that  prin- 
ciple; but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be 
guilty  of  treachery  to  them  if,  npon  any  other 
ground  than  a  high  sense  of  dnty,  I  surrendered 
the  poet  to  which  they  have  asngned  me.  If 
the  Le^slative  elections  in  Nordi  Ourolina 
were  shortly  to  oocnr,  my  porition  would  be 
dear  of  all  Afficnlty.  I  would  at  once,  at  the 
dose  of  this  sessioo,  return  back  to  the  peot^e 
thb  trust  I  hold,  to  be  conferred  by  them  ac- 
cording to  their  pleasnre.  Bnt  in  the  long  in- 
terval to  ensnc  before-  another  election  in  that 
Stete,  very  calamitous  results  might,  in  my  ap- 
prehension, attend  an  immediate  resignation, 
Every  man  knows  that  a  most  important  polit- 
ical stmggle  is  now  going  on  in  the  land,  preg- 
nant, as  all  admit,  with  tbe  most  interesting 
consequences.  Each  party  is  fall  of  hope,  and 
expeoto  victory  in  tiie  issue.  A  feather  may 
tarn  the  scale.  The  diminution  of  force  on  one 
side,  or  a  slight  accession  on  tbe  other,  may 
decido  tiie  oontroversy.  And  shall  I  oast  in  a 
feather  into  the  scale  of  my  adversaries  ?  It  is 
my  duty  to  stand  here,  and  do  my  utmost  tn 
advancement  of  those  principles  which  I  hold 
sacred.  It  is  my  dnty,  if  for  no  other  reason 
bnt  to  keep  those  out  who  would  oert^nly  be 
sent  in  my  place.  I  know  there  are  many  men 
of  both  parties  in  North  Carolina  who  are  bet- 
ter qualified  than  myself  to  fill  this  station. 
But  of  the  many  able  sons  of  North  Carolina 
who  differ  with  me  in  poHticd  opinion,  and 
for  whom  I  have  the  hignest  personal  respect, 
I  should  relactantiy  see  any  mo  here  at  the 
present  moment.  Those  who  sent  me  here, 
therefore,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  I  will 
maintrin  my  post,  unless  driven  ttom  it  by 
some  paramoont  prindple,  and  that  I  do  not 
abandon  it  in  a  eowardhr  manner,  npon  the 
ooourreooe  <^the  first  dimculty.  There  is  but 
one  great  and  paramount  principle  which  can 
be  for  a  moment  supposed  to  demand  ray  resig- 
nation ;  and  that  is  uie  doctrine  of  instruction. 
Upon  that  doctrine  my  colleague  has  folly  and 
ably  enlarged.  Am  I,  then,  by  any  creed  upon 
that  subject,  placed  in  a  sitoation  to  render  my 
resignation  a  duty  f  Of  the  pditical  party  of 
which  a  minority  of  those  who  voted  for  these 
resolutions  coudtitnte  a  part,  it  is  a  principle 
that  there  is  no  right  in  the  L^^slatore  to  m- 
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itnict,  and,  conseqnentiy,  do  obligation  on  the 
part  of  the  Senator  either  to  obey  or  resign. 
No  compUdnt,  tiierefore,  can  be  made  by  them 
<rf  Any  course  which  we  may  think  pr^>er  to 
adopt  Of  the  poUtioal  party  to  whioh  I  have 
been  attached,  the  creed  is  to  be  fonnd  in  Ur. 
Leigh's  celebrated  report  in  the  YiTf^ia  Leg- 
tslatare,  and  in  the  nniform  practice  of  all  those 
Lefpstatares  who  have  attempted  any  efficient 
acnon  in  Federal  affairs.  In  the  document 
before  mentioned  It  is  said,  Senators  are  in- 
stmoted,  and  Bepresentatives  requested ;  "  and 
it  goes  OQ  to  give  the  reason  for  this  differ- 
ence of  language,  that  over  the  one  a  right  to 
command  is  claimed,  and  towards  the  other  the 
.  mere  tender  of  advice.  In  the  one  case^  they 
may  assume  to  declare  the  popular  will  in  the 
language  proper  to  the  expression  of  will— 
eommand;  and  when  bo  expressed,  it  most 
stand  for  that  will,  whether  really  bo  or  not. 
In  tile  other,  their  oommand  does  not  stand  for 
the  popular  will,  and  the  responsibility  still 
rests  upon  the  Bepresentative  to  tind  out  what 
it  is.  This  difference  of  language  has  been 
nnifonnly  used,  bo  far  as  I  am  able  to  learn, 
in  all  resolutions  adopted  by  Legislatures  of  the 
different  States,  whenever  they  nave  attempted 
any  direct  action  in  Federal  affurs.  They 
have  assumed  that  the  Legislature  is  recognized 
as  embodying  the  popular  will  of  the  State,  so 
Car  as  Senators  are  concerned,  whenever  they 
think  proper  to  use  language  appropriate  to  the 
utterance  of  will.  But  whenever  they  adopt 
only  sndi  language  as  they  may  with  propriety 
use  to  a  Bepresentative,  in  oddresung  their 
Senators,  it  is  not  intended  to  bo  more  opera- 
tive upon  the-(Hie  than  the  other.  In  the  one 
ease,  they  themselves  assnmethe  responsibility, 
and  stand  between  the  Senator  and  the  people 
.of  the  State.  In  the  other  they  do  not  under- 
take to  utter  the  public  will ;  but  while  they 
BU^st,  leave  the  public  servant  to  judge  of 
that  will  upon  his  own  responsibility.  Such 
has  been  the  obvious  understanding  of  all  tbe 

E receding  Legislatnres  of  North  Carolina,  who 
ave  UDoert^^  to  address  their  agents  in  this 
body.  From  their  earliest  action,  down  to 
1884,  when  the  resolutions  were  passed  cora- 
inanding  the  act  now  denounced  as  unconstitu- 
tional, and  dictated  by  party  servility,  thoy 
used  this  peculiar  phraseology.  Language  6on- 
sists  merely  of  the  signs,  which,  by  common 
consent,  have  been  received  as  representlog 
particular  ideas.  Technical  language  frequently 
differs  from  common  language.  By  common 
consent,  the  word  itutruettont  has  received  a 
tecbniofd  signification,  when  used  in  an  address 
by  the  Legislature  of  a  State  to  its  Senators  in 
Congress.  These  facts  were  all  known  to  the 
L^slature  of  North  Oarolina,  which  passed 
the  resolutions  under  considoration.  Wa^ 
then,  the  omission  of  the  word  uniformly  used 
by  the  Legislatures  heretofore,  when  they  de- 
igned direct  action  upon  their  Senators,  an 
acddental  or  whinudcal  (wolsnon  merdy;  and 
was  it  intended  or  believed  that  those  lued 
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would  be  coefficient  t  I  have  not  the  efightcst 
idea  ttiat  it  was.  In  the  first  place  tbe  known 
belief  of  many  who  voted  tm  time  resolutioo^ 
that  the  Legislature  has  no  right  to  inatnut 
Senators,  and  oonsequenay  th^  there  is  no 
obligation  aa.  Senators  to  oher,  forbids  the  idea. 
They  could  not  have  intended  what  they  be> 
lieved  they  had  no  right  to  do.  Sodi  a  sds* 
picion  would,  I  am  persuaded,  do  them  great 
injustice.  Thejust  conclusion  is,  that  they  meant 
to  do  just  what  they  have  done— tbe  ezimsmoo 
of  their  belief  that  public  opinion  is  jrhat  tbey 
set  fortii  in  those  resolutions  to  be  their  own 
opinions,  believing,  most  Justiy,  that  while  they 
had  no  right  to  command,  their  c^iniocs  woukt 
be  most  respectfully  con^dered  by  their  Sen- 
ators. The  omission  of  the  word  instnietiOD 
was  designed.  And  why?  Because  it  was 
well  known  that  a  peculiar  tattd  and  ^nSear 
tion  was  attached  to  it,  and  an  operation  ^vca 
to  it  which  tiiey  did  not  approve,  and  theraon 
did  not  wish  to  sanction  by  its  use.  That  the 
omission  was  designed,  is  further  proven  by 
the  fact,  which  is  a  matter  of  histofy,  that  io 
both  Housu  a  proposed  amendment  by  its  in- 
sertion was  rejected.  But  to  plaoe  tiie  matter 
beyond  all  doubt,  my  colleague  and  mjseif  ad- 
dressed a  joint  letter  to  the  Legislature— sot 
inquiring  what  effect  they  intended  their  reso- 
lutions to  have-not  implying  a  doubt  which 
we  did  not  enterbun—lHit  ox>enly  declaring 
what  we  firmly  believed,  that  we  should  not 
hold  them  as  instmotions;  at  the  same  tioN 
declaring  our  purpose  to  obey  or  rerign,  aboold 
we  be  instmoted.  This  letter  was  written  in 
the  most  peifect  sinceri^  and  good  fwth.  I 
care  not  who' may  think  proper  to  qaestionit. 
I  can  ^peal  to  God  and  my  own  oonsrience 
for  my  truth.  But  it  is  also  known  to  fiMods 
here,  to  whom  I  declared  my  detennination  to 
resign  if  my  construction  of  the  resolutions  was 
pronounced  erroneous.  It  was  not  so  pro- 
noun<»d.  We  received  no  answer  to  our  too- 
muuication.  Tbe  vindication  of  my*BtD0Mi^ 
in  addressing  that  letter,  therefore,  presents 
a  strong  consideration  a^unst  resignsdion.  If  I 
resign  now,  it  may  be  justiy  said  that  whoi  I 
wrote  my  Tetter  to  the  LefpalatDre  I  oonsiderei 
these  resolutions  as  instructions^  in  the  face  of 
my  declaration  to  the  oonbwy,  and  an  bow 
borne  down  by  the  weight  of  my  ocmvtetion. 
I  still  think,  as  I  thou^t  then,  that  they  m 
not  instructions,  either  in  &et  or  aooording  to 
the  intention  of  most  of  thoae  who  voted  for 
them;  and  so  believing,  the  alternative  of 
obedieace  or  resignation  is  not  presented  to  me. 
Is  there,  then,  any  obligation  BptMi  me  to  resgnf 
Does  any  human  being  perceive  any?  Who 
can  point  it  oat?  Perfect  obedience  is  out  of 
^e  question.  It  follows,  then,  in  my  jn^ 
ment,  that  for  the  present  it  is  my  duty  to  re- 
main here,  and,  while  I  do  not  treat  the  resolu- 
tions as  instructions,  I  will  show  them  all  dm 
respect,  and  ^ve  to  them  muAt  hiflnmoe  onr 
my  omdsot  as  my  Judgment  mi^^^rron.  I 
have  siddthat  had  the  Laglslatare  met  dving 
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the  earaing  year^  I  ironld  resign  at  the  doee  of 
tbU  aeasloQ;  bat  it  is  still  mypoipose  to  af- 
ford the  BOvereigD  people  of  Kortn  Carolina  the 
earliest  <^portanitj  of  deciding  the  importaot 
qaestioD,  by  what  class  of  politidaos  tbey 
choose  to  be  represented  in  this  body.  The 
L^slatnre,  at  its  first  biennial  session,  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  selecting  for  the  seat  I  fill 
a  Democrat  or  a  Federalist;  one  who  thinks  it 
right  td  wipe  off  the  fool  and  nnjnat  stigma 
cast  np<Mi  the  fame  of  Andrew  Jac^n,  or  one 
who  is  for  perpetoating  it  through  all  genera- 
tioiA  This  they  will  hare  an  opportunity  of 
dt^ng,  nndw  a  fiur  ezprudon  d  popnlor  seat!' 
ment,  and  to  the  people  of  North  GaroliDa 
-will  I  cheerflil^  sabmit  the  Isane. 

Hr.  Cla^t,  of  Emtne^,  contended  tliat  these 
resolutions  were  neither  indeooroos  nor  disro' 
speetfuL  [Ur.  Stbanqb  stud  he  made  no  allu- 
sion to  disrespectful  language.]  Mr.  0.  said  he 
imderstood  at  least  one  of  the  Senators  to 
say  that  one  of  the  resolutions  was  disrespeot- 
fbl  to  the  Senate.  [Mr.  Bbown  said  ho  spoke 
of  one  of  the  resolutions ;  but,  emanating,  as 
they  did,  from  the  Legislature  of  bis  State,  in 
no  possible  contingency  could  ho  have  reftised 
to  present  them.]  Hr,  0.  said,  if  there  was 
indecorum,  it  was  his  duty,  under  the  roles  of 
the  Senate,  not  to  present  the  resolntiona. 
rilr.  BaovH  said  there  was  a  very  marked 
reraoee  between  the  Legislature  of  a  sovereim 
State  and  indiridoals,  on  this  subject]  Hr,  0. 
said  he  was  not  aware  there  was  any  such  db- 
-tinction  in  the  rules,  and  if  the  Les^uatore  of  a 
6tate  nses  disrespectful  langnag^  ft  is  no  more 
to  be  received  than  if  it  were  from  a  private 
citizen.  Bat  the  Senators  gave  as  a  reason 
for  not  oomplyiog  with  the  resolations  of  the 
Leglslatore,  that  they  did  not  contain  the 
word  '*  instruct."  Be  thought  it  was  infinitely 
more  respeotfol  to  those  receiving  the  instruo- 
tions,  not  to  use  the  word  instruct  Sir,  sup- 
pose I  say  to  my  man  Charles,  please  bring  me 
my  boots  shoes,  and  he  does  it  with  alacrity ; 
but,  if  I  ahoold  say,  Oharles,  I  Instruct  you  to 
bring  me  my  boots,  he  woald  think  tt  strange 
langaage,  and,  very  probably,  wonld  ask  ine 
fSor  an  explanation.  Mr.  0.  said,  while  the 
Senators  expressed  their  disindlnatloit  so 
strongly  to  obeying  these  instructions,  they 
seemed  altogether  to  overlook  that  there  wa& 
An  alternative  presented  to  them — that  of  re»g- 
nation. 

Mr.  Stbahob  r«>lied.  that  he  certainly  felt 
much  indebted  to  the  Senator  tnm  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Cla.t,)  for  the  advice  he  hod  seen  proper 
to  volunteer  on  the  present  occanon.  But  it 
had  been  very  long  since  it  had  hoea  his  wont 
to  look  for  political  information  from  that  quar- 
ter. On  the  contrary,  he  viewed  the  Senator 
from  Eentnoky,  with  all  his-  talents^  rather  as 
A  beacon  than  a  guide,  end  when  a  course  was 
indicated  by  him,  generally  conudered  it  a 
reason  for  Running,  rather  than  pursuing  it 
It  was  not,  therefore,  to  be  c<m^ered  at  all 
remarkable,  if  his  aoggesllai^  on  the  proaent 


ocoad(Hi,  should  have  bat  little  w^ht  The 
Senator  is  pleased  to  say  that  be  condderB  my 
complaint,  that  I  have  neither  favor  nor  Justice 
to  expect  from  my  political  opponents,  a  little 
gratuitous.  Ko  man  knows  better  where  the 
shoe  pinches  than  he  who  wears  it  The  Sen- 
ator knows  nothing  of  the  ground  upon  which 
this  oomi^int  is  made,  and  has,  therefore,  no 
right  to  say  whether  it  is  gratuitoas  or  not 
He,  Mr.  8.,  had  said,  that  sml  experience  had 
wsmed  him  not  to  expect  either  favor  or  jus* 
tice  from  his  political  opponents — and  he  eidd 
so  truly.  And  now  that  the  Senator  had  some- 
what forced  .it  npon  him,  ho  would  remark, 
that  no  man  had  snown  more  comi^  or  ddbr- 
eoce  to  his  political  opponents  than  himself; 
and  yet  not  only  the  Bcnrrilona  partisan  news- 
papers of  the  country,  but  even  by  those  with 
whom  be  had  exchanged  the  oourtedes  of  lift, 
and  from  whom  he  hod  parted  with  the  Krasp 
of  friendship,  had  his  motives  been  assdled  and 
his  conduct  impeached.  With  such  facts  before 
him,  he  might  well  say  that  he  could  expect 
neither  favor  nor  Justice  from  his  political  op- 
ponents. The  Senator  fh>m  Eentnc^,  he  sdd, 
with  anunfUmess  and  coarseness  which  he  had 
not  thonght  altogether  becoming,  bad  observed, 
that  in  remarking  npon  the  impracticability  d 
obedience,  he  Qb.  8.)  and  his  colleagne  seemed 
to  have  overlooked  anotiier  alternative,  and 
that  was  redgnation.  Now,  miless  the  Beuft* 
tor's  senses  were  less  ocnte  than  usual,  he  must 
have  heard  both  him  and  his  colleague  very 
distinctly  advert  to  that  alternative,  and  him- 
self to  dedare  that  were  he  at  liberty  to  act  in 
obedience  to  his  own  feelings,  he  would  resign ; 
but  that,  under  present  circumstances,  a  high 
sense  of  duty  to  those  who  sent  him  here  com- 
pelled him  to  remain.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tudcy  theu  takes  up  the  doctrine  of  instruction, 
and,  according  to  his  wont  in  the  absence  of 
argument  and  reason,  attempts  to  drive  us  from 
our  position  by  raillery  ana  Jest,  and  for  that 
purpose  parades  before  as  that  ever  &vorito 
and  fertile  theme,  his  man  Charles,  and  rater- 
tains  the  Senate  with  a  dialogue  between  Mm- 
self  and  that  dtotingniahed  personage.  But  his 
illustration  baa'  no  wplioation  to  the  subject 
There  Is  no  parify  between  the  relationship 
subsisting  between  the  soverdguty  of  a  State 
and  its  representative  npon  this  fioor,  and  that 
between  the  Senator  and  his  slave.  He  was 
(siud  Mr.  8.)  the  Servant  of  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  but  not  their  slave,  or  the  ijlave  of 
any  other  man.  He  served  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  as  for  as  he  was  able  to  disoem,  in 
compliance  with  the  public  will ;  and  when  he 
could  not  oonsoientioaaly  conform  to  that  will, 
he  would  rengn.  Poor  Oharles  had  no  mcb 
alternative.  If  the  Senator's  title  to  hfan  la 
good,  he  ia  his  slave,  and  he  mast  yield  obe- 
dirao^  in  whatever  way  he  ma^  think  proper 
to  address  htm :  he  cannot  resigo.  Wnetner 
the  Senator  ftom  Kentucky  is  able  to  perodve 
any  difference  in  the  dgnification  of^oertaln 
terms,  is  a  matter  with  which  he  (Jib,  8.)  had 
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nothing  to  do.  yihea  the  Leffialatore  of  Ken- 
tacky  nioke,  it  vould  he  for  the  Senator  from 
Kentuckj  to  interpret  its  language;  and  he 
(Mr.  S.)  woald  be  very  far  from  indelicately 
obtmding  his  advice.  But  when  ttie  Legisla- 
ture of  North  Carolina  spoke  to  his  colleague 
and  himself  it  belonged  to  them  to  interpret ; 
and  he  recognized  the  right  ot  no  oae  to  inter- 
fere in  the  matter. 

As  he  ondentood  the  opinions  of  thepe(^ 
of  Nordi  Carolina,  they  reioognized  a  difference 
between  instrootiiHia  and  other  lauguage  used 
b^  the  Leg^tnre.  When  he  was. elected  to 
his  present  position,  he  came  into  it  with  a 
detennination  to  act  conformably,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  the  popular  will,  the  principle  which 
the  Senator  from  Eentnoky  had  admitted  to  be 
oorreot ;  and  the  only  question  was,  what  was 
the  popular  will !  He  believed  a  part  of  the 
popular  will  in  North  Caroliaa  was,  that  when 
the  Legislature  instructed  a  Senator  to  vote  for 
or  agunst  a  particular  measure,  such  instruc- 
tion fOiouId  stand  with  him  for  the  popular  will, 
whatever,  in  truth,  the  popular  will  might  be ; 
but  that,  when  not  instmoted,  it  was  his  duty 
to  exercise  bis  best  judgment,  and  ascertain, 
from,  the  several  sources  within  his  reach,  what 
was,  upon  the  whole,  the  popular  wilL  He 
believed,  therefore,  that  he  would  act  in  con- 
formity to  the  public  will  in  North  Carolina, 
whenever  instructed  by  the  Le^slatnre  either 
to  obey  or  resign ;  but  to  treat  every  thing  else 
eoming  from  the  Legislature  as  merely  adviso- 
ry, and  conform  to  it  or  not,  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment it  either  did  or  did  not  concur  with  the 
popular  wilL  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  in- 
timates that  our  course  of  reasoning  leads  to 
the  oonoluEioa  that  even  if  the  word  instruct 
had  been  used,  we  should  have  been  at  liberty 
to  look  behind  this  legislative  declaration,  and 
ascertain  what  was,  in  iact,  the  popular  will. 
Jn  his  (Kr.  S.*8)  Judgment^  the  reasoning  led 
to  no  such  result,  but  precisely  the  contrary. 
They  had  expressly  stated  that  they  believed 
it  to  be  the  popular  wiU  in  North  Carolina, 
that  whenever  the  Legislature  instructed,  such 
instructions  are  to  be  taken  as  the  popular  will, 
and  acted  upon  as  snch ;  but  in  the  absence  of 
such  instmctions,  the  Senator  must,  at  his  own 
peril,  ascertain  that  wiU. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  in  conclusion, 
rather  ungenerously,  as  he  thouf^t,  chided  him 
and  his  colleague  for  not  bringing  forward  these 
resolutions  last  week  when  the  land  bill  was 
under  discusdon.  If  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  tax  his  recollection,  he  would  find, 
tbat  at  this  sesson  of  Congress,  upon  every 
test  question  upon  the  graduation  biU,  botii  his 
colleague  and  himself  had  voted  ogainst  it, 
As  he  had  sud  before,  he  should  always  vote 
in  oonformity  to  the  wishes  of  Iiis  State,  so  far 
as  he  could  understand  them,  when  tKey  did 
not  conflict,  in  lus  jadgment,  with  any  great 
principle  which  he  had  no  right  to  disregard. 
Last  year  he  voted  for  the  graduation  bill, 
nndor  (as  he  now  thought)  a  nuatakea  impres- 
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sion,  that  public  sentiment  in  Horih  Cartdisk 
if  not  in  favor  of  it,  was  at  least  qiueacca^ 
But  he  hoped  never  to  see  a  year  when  ha 
could  not  look  back  and  say,  "  I  am  wiso*  this 
year  thui  I  was  last.^'  He  was  now  indined 
to  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  (tf 
Nortii  Carolina  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  mi 
should  ther^bre  unhentatinglT  Tote  aaasi 
it 

yte.  Bbown,  in  rising  to  reply  to  the  Senatw 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cut,)  who,  wiOi  his 
cusUmad  delteaey^  had,  in  a  Tevy  extnordinaiy 
manner,  presented  himself  before  tbat  body,  to 
arnugn  the  course  of  his  ooUeagae  and  hiosd^ 
said:  That,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he 
should  protest  agaiost,  and  peremptorily  chal- 
lenge, me  right  of  the  Senator  to  interfere  in  a 
qnestion  purely  between  Uiemselves  and  their 
constituents.  What  right  Iiad  that  SenaUs- to  as- 
sume upon  himself  the  authority  thus  attempted 
to  be  exercised  by  him !  Prom  whom  did  he 
derive  his  authority  ?  Where  were  bis  crcden- 
tifllal  Who  bad  ccmstitoted  him  their  attor- 
ney, in  fact,  thus  to  arraign  the  oourse  of 
members  on  this  floor! 

Having  felt  it  to  be  his  du^  thus  enqdistt* 
cally  to  exoept  to  the  assumed  power  of  tin 
Senator,  and  conslderhig  that  he  had  been  fiir> 
ly  ousted  of  the  jurisdiffloon  tliat  he  had  songfat 
to  assert,  he  would  now  go  a  step  fdrthtf,  and 
say  that  he  ahonld  peremptorily  deoiioe,  from 
high  considerations  <n  what  was  da«  to  himself 
and  his  own  rights,  to  notice  any  of  the  topics 
introduced  by  him,  or  to  join  issue  with  him  on 
any  one  of  the  questions  wliich  he  seeks  to 
ruse,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  disehar^ng 
our  duties  as  members  of  this  body.  If,  how- 
ever, he  had  considered  it  incumbent  on  luB»- 
self  to  refuse  to  join  issue  with  the  Senativ  on 
any  of  the  topics  rused  by  him,  yet  tlMre  wen 
some  other  thinga  which  it  was  his  porpoae  to 
say  to  him  before  he  conolnded  his  reaama. 

In  the  fint  place,  lus  constituents  -wvoU  so 
doubt  feel  «Be«duv2y  ^liged  to  that  gaati6' 
man,  whose  politicu  course  had  long  been  dis- 
tinguished for  its  pteuUar  det/otion  to  Soutfaen 
interests,  for  Iiaving  volnnteuvd,  on  the  pm- 
ent  ocoasion,  to  appear  as  the  diunpion  of  titcir 
rights.   The  frieoos  of  the  great  of  in- 

struction will,  no  doubt,  in  every  part  of  Um 
country,  learn  with  no  littie  surprise  that  the 
Senator  has  become  its  advocate  and  enlogistl 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
now  assuming  to  pronounce,  with  oraonlar  oer> 
tainty  and  authority,  the  true  doctrines  of  the 
right  of  instruction  1  How  loog,  he  would  lA. 
had  it  beoi  rince  that  gentinnaa  bad  entitm 
himself  to  beemne  its  tuoher  and  vtfmaAatl 
Was  it  from  the  eaninent  services  leMersd  \if 
him  to  its  principles,  when  instmctions  were 
coming  from  a  majority  of  the  States  of  tius 
Union  to  their  Senators  on  this  floor,  directing 
them  to  snstiun  the  lato  Administratitai  in  the 
mighty  conflict  then  waging  against  It  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Btates^  and  the  potitioal 
part^aotingUioMioartwithttt  Whoaoesnot 
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remonber  that  gentJeman's  ooarse  oa  that 
most  important  oooasion  ?  A  m^ority  of  the 
States  of  thia  Unim,  beUeTing  that  a  great 
oriria  in  oor  public  affiun  had  amved,  sent  rea- 
cdntioos  here  to'their  Senators,  inrtrooting  them 
directl/  and  peremptorily— not  reaolndona  so 
framed  as  to  be  in  effect  fraudulent  in  regard 
to  that  great  right,  bat  resolations  commanding 
Uieir  Senators,  in  terms  plain  and  nneqoivocal, 
to  carrr  oat  their  wishes.  Did  the  Senator 
then  stand  forth  as  their  defender  and  vindica- 
tor t  Bid  he  exhort  the  harga  nnmber  of  his 
potitical  fHen^  then  boldly  violating  and  de- 
xying  poeitire  iostraotions,  to  respect  that  great 
dootrine  I  No,  said  Mr.  B.,  bis  coarse  was  far 
otherwise.  We  then  heard  d^y  anathemas 
from  his  political  friends  agauost  instmotiona: 
the  popular  voice  was  soouted,  altbongh  it  had 
been  expressed  in  some  instances  tioiee  or  thriee 
to  Bome  of  the  genttemui's  friends,  in  the  shape 
of  positive  commands,  and,  standing  foremost 
among  those  who  animated  them  to  re^  Uie 
will  of  theur  constitaents,  andexhwted  &era  to 
tmyielding  firmness  in  that  coarse,  was  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  himself;  and  yet  he 
now  nndertakes  to  become  a  lecturer  to  others 
on  the  great  principle  of  instruction! 

Who  did  not  remember  the  reception  given 
!n  this  body,  daring  the  famous  panic  session, 
to  the  instructions  sent  by  the  patriotic  State 
of  New  Hampdiire,  to  her  Senators,  the  first 
movement  of  the  kind,  directing  than  to  vote 
for  expnn^ng  theoondemnatory sentence  against 
PreddMit  Jackson,  and  to  sustain  his  adminis- 
tration against  the  war  then  waged  by  the  Op- 
podtion  wrtyy  and  the  Bank  of  tiie  United 
^atesl  The  ^le  Republican  Senator,  who 

Sreaented  them,  was  aualled  in  debate  on  this 
oor,  his  State  insulted,  and  even  the  common 
conrteaiy  of  printing  the  resolutions  of  instruc- 
tion was  reftised  by  the  political  friends  of  the 
Senator,  who  then  held  uie  power  in  this  body. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  he  demanded,  oonld 
a  political  party,  who  had  trampled  on  the 
rifpt  of  instruction,  scorned  and  conteuined  the 
public  will,  by  the  most  high-handed  outrages, 
whenever  and  wherever  they  had  possessed 
power,  with  what  propriety  could  they  re- 
proach others,  in  re«rd  to  their  oonrse,  when 
no  instnictiosB  had  been  given  themf , 

HIb  oonstitnents  would,  no  doobt^  be  exceed- 
ingly obliged  for  the  advioe  <tf  a  ^tl^nan  in 
their  affairs,  who  had  been  oonspteuoasly  asso- 
dated  as  oue  of  the  leading  members  of  what 
was  familiarly  known,  in  uiis  country,  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Coalition  Adminiitration.** 
Judging  from  their  past  sentiments  in  regard  to 
it,  he  did  not  believe  that  they  possewed,  at 
this  time,  any  very  strong  de^re  to  witness  its 
re8t(Hrati<Mi  to  power  in  any  shape.  If  one 
member  of  that  bygone  administration  had  a 

a'  ;bt  to  interfuv  in  their  aSiurs,  by  offering 
vice,  the  great  political  high  priest  himself 
who  headed  it,  may,  with  the  same  propriety, 
claim  to  oflbr  his.  And  where  now  is  me  head 
<tt  that  famous  adminiatratoi)  and  what  ate  hla 


daily  occupations?  Fallen  from  what  was  due 
to  the  dignity  of  his  former  station,  he  is 
almost  duly  engaged  in  Iho  disgosting  and 
wretched  pnrsiut  of  AhoUHon  agitaticm  1 

Where,  lb.  B.  wotild  asl^  were  the  jwZtfwoI 
frivndt  at  the  Senator  bom  Eoitnoky,  who  re< 
sided  nortti  of  the  Potomac,  with  some  honor- 
able ezoepti<HiB,  to  be  ftmnd  on  that  question  ? 
The  great  mass  of  th«n  were  found,  in  the  two 
Eonses  of  Congress,  and  In  the  Legislative  haDs 
of  their  respective  States,  pursn^  a  coarse  in 
direct  hotHiitu  to  the  South.  There  was  not 
a  State  L^slature  north  of  the  Potomac,  in 
which  the  poUtical  Mends  of  that  Senator  had 
obtained  power,  unless  in  those  where  slavery 
existed,  that  resolutions  attacking  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  South  on  the  vitally  impor- 
tant question  of  slavery  had  not  passed  I  And 
be  it  said  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  Demo- 
cratic parly  of  the  North,  who  have  been  ao 
scandaionsly  calmnniated  by  moat  of  the  Fed- 
eral presses  of  the  Sonth,  on  that  question,  that 
while  their  Senators  and  Bepresentatives,  tn 
almost  an  entire  body,  have  sustained  our  Just 
rights  in  the  two  branches  of  Ooiwress,  there 
is  not  a  single  State  north  of  the  Potomao,  in 
which  the  Democratic  party  have  hadXhe  power 
in  its  L^;i8]atnre,  that  they  have  not,  m  the 
noble  epirit  of  jastice  uid  union,  passed  resolu- 
tions strongly  nataininff  the  HgMt  of  their  sis- 
ter confederate  States  of  the  South  I 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  had,  to  illustrate 
his  views  of  tiie  right  of  instruction,  referred 
to  his  own  servant,  and  his  obligations  to  obey 
his  oommandi,  when  g^ven  by  him.  In  aUnd- 
ing  to  his  remarks  on  this  sul^ject,  it  was  no 
part  of  his  purpose  (said  If  r.  B.  )  to  Join  issae 
with  him,  and  to  debate  that  pointy  as  he  in- 
tended oarefhlly  te  preserve  the  ground  taken 
at  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  not  to  admit,  di- 
rectiy  or  indirectly,  his  Jurisdiction  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  Joining  issue  with  him  on  any  question 
which  he  had  thought  proper  to  ndse ;  bnt  he 
would  answer  him  somewhat  after  the  Yankee 
manner,  by  asldng  another  question.  Let  us 
suppose  (said  ,  B.)  that  a  servant  who  desir- 
ed occupation,  had  applied  three  several  times 
to  a  farmer  or  planter  for  employment,  and 
that  that  farmer  or  planter  had  three  times, 
either  from  a  sapposed  want  of  honesty  or  skill 
in  the  applicant  in  pretty  plain  and  pos- 
itive langnage,  ri^ected  his  uinportanitiefl  to 
enter  his  service :  what  wonM  be  the  opinicm 
of  the  world  as  to  the  modesty  which,  under 
sach  circumstances,  could  venture  a  fourth  im- 
portunity ?  He  thoa^ht  this  very  like  the  case 
of  a  distinguished  individual,  who  had  present- 
ed himself  three  times  to  the  American  people 
to  be  employed  In  a  certain  high  station,  and 
who  had  been  three  times  ti^ially  rfjjected; 
and,  if  public  rumor  was  now  to  be  credited, 
was  again  prepared  for  a  foarth  rebuff  by  the 
popaw-  vdce. 

Again,  Mr.  R  sud,  his  oonstitnents  would,  nO 
douM,  fml  aikl  a^predate  adefence,  coming  from 
agfflitlmnan  wlwiee  almoit  oitire  pnblioooorsev 
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tor  a  seiiea  of  year^  had  beoi  directly  at  war 
wifliUielril^ts  and  interests;  aSenator  whose 
miscaUed  American  syatem,  until  thrown  off  by 
determined  resistanoe,  had,  for  a  series  of  years, 
impoveriBfaed  and  desolated  the  Bonth,  oppress- 
ed her  d^na,  and  almcwt  mined  her  oom- 
meree;  a  Senator,  whose  fhrorite  ^stem  of 

Eolioy  he  declared  most  solemnly,  in  his  opinion, 
ad  aimed  a  more  &tal  hlow  at  the  oonstitation, 
and  Union  of  the  States,  than  any  other  and  all 
other  measures  combined.  A  system  which 
had,  at  one  time,  shaken  the  pillars  of  onr 
glorious  confederacy  to  tb^  TCty  foundations; 
and  which  had  created,  and,  he  feared,  had  es- 
tablished those  dangerous  sectional  pr^odices 
and  feelinss  which  were  destined  to  endnre  too 
linig  for  ue  hannony  and  safety  of  onr  oonn- 

Mr.  6.  bad  now  finished  saying  what  he  felt 
dne  to  himself  and  to  the  ooewon,  and  dne  to 
^e  interference  which  hia  remarks  were  in- 
tended to  repd. 


TsnBBnAT,  January  10. 

Cfradttatim  BiU. 

• 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oonsideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  redaction  and  gradua- 
tion of  the  price  of  tiie  public  lands.  The  ques- 
tion beii^;  on  the  amei^nMnt  snbmittea  by 
Hr.  OLA.T,  of  Eentno^,  to  limit  the  rednc- 
tion  to  lands  onfy  that  have  been  in  the  market 
fifteen  years,  and  to  the  qnantittes  of  80, 160, 
and  S20  acres,  according  to  the  rate  of  reduo- 
tion,  and  further  to  distribute  tbe  proceeds  of 
tiie  sales  of  the  poblic  lands  after  1S40  among 
the  several  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Olat  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of 
his  amendment,  after  which 

Mr.  Bdohanan  addressed  tiie  Senate  in  oppo- 
eftiou  to  the  amendments,  and  in  favor  of  the 
bill  as  at  present  amended ;  after  which 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Out's 
amendments,  and  they  were  r^ected — as  fol- 
lows : 

Tkis. — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentndcy,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Knfeht,  HcKean,  Kerrid^,  Prentiss, 
RobUns,  &iiitti  of  Cidiana,  Southard,  SwiA,  and  Tip- 
tOB— 18. 

Nats.— KesBTS.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  Boduaum, 
Calhoun,  Clay  of  Alabama,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King,  Linn,  Lomi^dn,  Lytm,  Houton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Korvdl,  Preston,  Kres,  Boane,  Bobinson, 
Sbaqse,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  ^lUianis  of  Maine, 
Williama  of  Hiss.,  Wright,  and  Toung— 29. 

Mr.  Bkhton  then  snbmitted  the  fifty  cent 
clanse  of  Mr.  Olat's  amendment — to  permit 
actual  settiers  to  enter  lands  that  have  been  in 
the  market  fifteen  yeara,  at  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
the  quantity  being  limited  to  dghty  acres  for 
each  actual  settler. 

This  amendment  was  i^reed  to— as  fol- 
lows: 

Tus.— Hessn.  Allen,  Bawd,  Benton,  Oay  of 
Alabama,  Qay  of  Eentwky,  CrittaidMi,  Foster,  Fol- 
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tto,  King,  linn,  Lnmpldn,  hytrOy  HeKean,  Moiid^ 
Moaton,  mchfdas,  Norv^  BoUdsmi.  8o^  oC  h- 
diana,  Upton,  Walker,  White,  Williaiu  trf'  Miirit- 
tippi,  and  Toung — 24. 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoan,  Darie, 
Hubbird,  Knight,  Nilca,  Prentise,  Preston,  Birta, 
Ro&ne^^obbina,  Buggies,  Southard,  Strange,  Svift, 
Wall,  Williams  of  Mune,  and  Wrigfat— 19. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  of  Alabama, 
The  bill  was  then  ordored  to  be  printed  as  at 
present  amended,  and 
The  Senate  acyonzned. 


TuxsDAT,  January  Iff. 
Gradvation  o/the  Price  of  ike  JPvhUt  Ttmie. 

The  bUl  for  the  graduation  and  reduction  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands,  came  up  as  the 
unfinished  business;  and  after  a  debate,  in 
which  Messrs.  Oalhocti,  Batabd,  Bobisbox, 
and  Olat,  of  Kentucky^  took  part,  the  qnestion 
was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  37,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

Teas. — ^Heesrs.  Allen,  Benton,  BodiaBaB,  On 
of  Alabama,  Cuthbeit,  Foster,  Fulton,  Hobbwi^ 
King,  lann,  Lumpkin,  Lywi,  Moutrai,  mdiolM; 
Niles,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Bobinson,  Serier,  Smith  oC 
Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  l^ptos,  Walfca*, 
White,  Williams  of  Mis^ppi,  WiMit,  and  Tooiig 
— 27.' 

Nats. — ^Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Cdbom,  Oay  of 
Kentut^,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Knigfat,  McKcol,  V<p- 
rick,  Prentiss,  Fresttm,  Bives,  Boaoe,  Bobfaiu,  Bag* 
glee,  Soathard,  apraoe,  Stniigc,  Swift,  TtOnadn. 
WaU,  and  Wfflbnia  of  Mabie— SS. 


TtaiiSBDi.T,  Jnniuny  17. 

OradwOionWl. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  gradnation  nd 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pnblio  lands,  eaioe 
op  on  its  third  reading,  Messra  (Xat,  Cal- 
Hotnf,  BocHAHAV,  NiLBS,  Bbhtos,  and  Ken 
addreesed  the  Senate,  and  the  question  on  tka 
passage  of  the  bill  bdng  taken,  reeolted  « 
follows : 

YtAS.— Menrs.  Allen,  Benton,  Bodmn,  Okj 
of  Alabama,  CotUNt^  Fbstet^  FoHon,  BMmi, 
King,  Unn,  T.itmpVhi,  Lyon,  Monton,  KithilM, 
Niles,  Norvdl,  I^eroe,  BcMnstm,  Sener,  Ettidi  of 
Connecticat,  Smith  of  Indiana,  KptMi,  Walker, 
AThite,  Williams  of  MMsnpju,  Wright,  and  Tomg 
—27. 

Nats.— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  CJijrf 
Kentucky,  Crittend^i,  Davis,  Knight,  McKean,  Ke^ 
rick,  PrenUas,  Preston,  Rives,  Boane,  Robbira,  Bag- 
idea,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Svift,  TUfaBadge^ 
Wan,  and  ^nOianis  of  Mdne— 8S. 


TninntAT,  Jannacy  34L 

lb.  ^Bmrroir  antaiitted  the  fdlowii^  nsote' 
tion: 


ProottdM  of  Ike  J\Hie  Lamdt. 
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to  Sub.] 

Setolvedy  Tba.t  the  Secretary  of  the  Troanry  be 
directed  to  teptHi  to  the  Senate  whether  tnj,  and  if 
any,  how  madi,  would  hare  been  the  deficit  in  the 
Treasury,  if  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  apiMU{H4ate 
for  a  Uiuted  thne  file  praoeeds  of  the.  sales  of  the 

Cbtle  lands  <tf  the  United  States,  and  for  granting 
id  to  certain  States,"  whldi  passed  both  Honses  of 
Congress,  bad  received  the  ^>probation  of  Uie  Fred- 
dent,  and  b«en  acted  upon  up  to  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
nary,  1B39. 

Mr.  Benton  obserred  tliat  his  reason  for  of- 
ferioe  this  resolution  was  apparent  A  resoln- 
tton  had  passed  the  Seoate,  callings  upon  the 
Secretary  for  information  as  to  the  amount  that 
would  have  been  distributed  to  each  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  onder  the  distribution  land 
bill,  vhich  was  Teteed  by  Preaident  Jackson, 
had  that  bill  become  a  lav.  An  answer  to  that 
resolntdon  had  been  received,  by  which  It  ap- 
peared that  the-Bum  that  would  have  been  dis- 
tributed was  fifty-sevoi  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars.  Now  he  wished  also  to  ascortain  what 
now  would  be  the  deficit  in  the  I^«asury  had 
that  diatribntioa  taken  place. 

Ifr.  HoBTXix  rose  to  avaO  himself  of  the  op- 
portnaity  presented  by  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
^r  from  Uissoori,  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  bad  fallen,  in  the  table  which  he  had 
famished  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
pnbUo  lands,  which  were  proposed  to  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  States  by  the  bill  of 
the  Senator  fWtm  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cla.t,)  which 
received  the  veto  of  President  Jackson  in  18S8. 
The  Oommissioner  had  stated  that  certain  sums 
under  the  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  proposed 
tar  the  new  States  in  that  bill,  and  oart^ 
apedfled  sums  under  the  generu  distribution 
proDosed  by  it,  would  have  flnllen  to  the  lot  of 
JGonigan  and  Arkansaai  If  he  remembered 
rightly,  not  a  cent  would  have  been  received 
nuder  that  bill  by  either  Hiohigaa  or  Arkuisas. 
They  were  at  that  period  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  No  participation  was  allowed 
to  them  in  that  bill.  It  depended  upon  the 
eabseqaent  pleasure  of  Congress,  upon  the  pas- 
aagQ  of  another  law,  whether  Michigan  or  Ar- 
kansas, would  each  have  received  any  portion  of 
the  moneys  which  were  to  be  distributed,  if  that 
bill  bad  become  a  law.  He  had  fdt  it  to  he  his 
duty  to  make  this  statement  for  the  informa- 
tion of  his  oonstitueiitB  at  home. 
■  The  resolution  was  then  1^  m  the  taUe  till 
to-morrow. 

Salt  Duty. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  pursuance  of  notice  given, 
asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  aboliui  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  to  repeal  the  fishing  bounties 
and  allowaooes  dependent  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  B.  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  ex- 
planation and  sm>port  of  the  bill ;  afur  which, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  DatUi  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 
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HOCSS  OV  BXPBBSBNTATZVS8. 
Teubbdat,  January  24. 
Financial  Statement — Enm$et  of  the  Goverrt' 
ment,  OompartUiM  ana  Aetuat~-Inerea»«  of 
Bxpead\tur« — Canset  of  it — Diff&renee  h«~ 
twem&pmuet^theSujqportoftheOovgm- 
ment  mat  3e^wrdinarie$. 

Mr.  Cambbblbno,  by  leave,  stated  that  the 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  wished  to  make 
a  r^KHi,  containing  at  large  the  views  ol  that 
committee  in  regard  to  the  state  o£  the  finances 
generally:  and  s^d  tiiat  the  oommittee  had 
come  to  the  oonolurion  that,  should  Oongress 
authorize  the  usual  amount  of  new  f^pr<n>ria- 
tions,  and  the  three  millions  proposed  for  rorti- 
fications,  harbors,  Ac,  it  would  be  necessaiy 
to  provide  five  or  six  millions  for  the  Treasury, 
in  addition  to  all  resources  and  reodpts  exist- 
ing or  contemplated. 

[The  report  having  been  made,  it  was  read  as  fol- 
lows, and  afterwards  ordered  to  Ho  on  the  table,  and 
be  printed.} 

Our  Federal  expenditures  have  been  rapidly, 
thoagh  irregularlr,  Increasing,  from  1789  to  the 
present  time,  llie  fluctuations  appear  to  have 
been  simultaneous  with  an  increasing  or  decreasing 
revenue — an  overflowing  Treasury  uniformly  pro* 
ducing  a  sudden  augmentation  of  our  ^iropriai' 
tions.  Independent,  however,  of  sodi  ooeasKmal 
extravagance,  it  wasnatural  to  anticipate,  eq>eciaUy 
in  the  first  half  century  of  its  existence,  a  Bteadv 
increase  in  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  expendi- 
tures of  a  Government  which  had  no  such  establish* 
ments  at  its  origin;  and  particularly  in  a  country 
9rhich  has,  In  so  short  a  period,  doubled  the  num- 
ber of  SutflS  in  the  Confederacy,  enlarged  its  boun- 
dary of  settlement  to  near  five  times  its  extent  in 
ItW,  Increased  its  pf^nilaUon  from  leas  than  four 
to  near  seventeen  milfiona,  and  extended  its  post 
routes  from  1,875  to  near  186,000  miles. 

Before  noticing  the  permanent  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  it  is  proper  to  advert  to  those  of 
an  occasional  or  temporary  character,  which  have 
very  largely  and  anaT(^daUy  increased  the  amount 
of  our  annual  apprmiriadonB  for  a  few  years  past ; 
these  are  In  the  Indian  branch  of  the  public  service. 
The  expenditures  for  Indian  lands  and  lyra  have 
amounted,  within  a  few  years  past,  to  about  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  purchase  of  their  lands, 
and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  Uisns- 
f^W^  were  nnarddaUy  cwmeeted  with  the  settle* 
ment  of  the  country,  however  U  might  affect  the 
various  tribes.  It  u  satisfactory  to  know  Hbai  thdr 
condition  has  been  ameliorated  by  removal.  The 
addition  of  thirteen  new  States  to  the  TTnion,  em- 
bracing within  their  boundaries  most  of  these  tribes, 
made  it  necessary,  espetually  fu  latter  years,  to  pur- 
chase thdr  lands,  in  order  to  advance  dvilisatkui; 
to  remove  ebrions  obatmcdous  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  the  country  ;  to  prevent  collisloD, 
and  to  preserve  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  mr  States  and  Territories  from  Indian 
depredations.  These  purchases  have  also  been 
founded,  almost  exclusively,  upon  compacts  formed 
with  some  States  more  than  thirty  years  ago;  on 
our  implied  obllgstion  to  other  States;  and  on  zee- 
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olntiona  and  ai^roprUdoiu  by  both  Hoiuei  of  Con- 
gress, extending  through  every  adounistni^on  of 
tne  OoTemment.  Tbey  were,  moworer,  jnatlfiable 
o&  more  flntaeld  groiuuto.  Bj  refeimig  to  the 
documentfl  annexed,  H  will  be  seen  that  ire  have 
acquired  by  Indian  treaties,  since  the  4th  of  Uaieh, 
1829,  about  one  hundred  and  ten  millions  of  acres. 
There  now  remains,  of  unbought  Indian  lands,  less 
than  thirty-five  millions  of  acres.  Mo  extraordinary 
expenditure  can,  therefore,  be  hereafter  anticipated 
for  this  ot)Ject,  nor  Is  it  probable  that  there  will  be 
•noh  extravagant  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for 
LuUan  wan,  owing  to  the  remoral  of  almoet  aU  the 
tribes,  and  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  operations  In 
Florida,  but  principiuly  to  the  recent  increase  of 
(he  army.  Ooe-lulf  of  the  amount  expended  in 
these  wan  has  undoubtedly  aiisenfrmn  the  extraor> 
dinary  expenses  arising  from  suddenly  calling  into 
the  field  numerous  bodiefl  of  mlUtia  and  Tblunteein, 
wUeh  we  were  obliged  to '  do  in  consequence  of 
the  inadequate  focoe  of  the  regular  army.  The 
increase  of  that  force  will  enable  Oovemment,  in 
some  degree,  to  dispense  with  these  calls  in  future ; 
and  many  millions  in  our  annual  expenditures 
wiU  be  saved  by  preveoUng  Indian  depredations, 
sod  promptly  wipproMing  them  when  tiiey  may 
ooeur. 

Owing  to  appropriationfl  of  the  character  referred 
to,  and  to  others  which  will  be  noticed,  there  is  a 
Tery  considerable  apparent  increase  of  tlte  Federal 
expenditures  in  the  last  ten  years.  The  appropria- 
tions for  18SB,  Incloding  uioae  tinder  peimaoent 
acts,  amounted  to  aboot  tUr^*eisht  mUllons  of 
dollars.  In  comparing  these  intli  the  cxpenditares 
In  1899,  the  frilowfaig  Items  wffl  be  fonnd  in  the 
former  wbidi  were  Dot  in  the  latter,  viz : 

tor  preventing  and  suppress* 

log  Indian  hostiUUea,  (1,000,000  « 
The  same,  and  fdr  the 

Cherokee  treaty,  8,740,000 
Bemoval  of  In- 
dians, aanu- 
itiefl,  Ac,  98,060,000 
Do.  do.  in  I82», 

only  420,000 

 2,640,000 


-tlO,860,000 


For  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office, 
not  embraced  in  any  bill  until  and 
alnce  1686,  as  these  expenses  are 
paill  out  of  the  postages,      -      -  $^660,000 

For  uie  protection  of  the  Morthem  fron- 
tier,   625,000 

For  a  nominal  item  In  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  being  a  mere  transfer 
of  an  unexpended  appropriation  for 
the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy  to  the  years  1889  aiul  1840,  1,600,000 


Hiere  has  been  an  Increase  In  ahnort 
everybranch  of  expenditure,  but  princi- 
pally in  the  fbllowing : 
The  appropriations  for  pen- 
sions in  1888,  were  |X,068,600 
Do.  do.  under  permanent 
acts,       ....  1,860,000 

8,408,600 


17,066,000 


Total  expenditures  la 
1629,  revolutioQar 

>.  do.  do.  other,  165,102 


94»,6M 


1,090,001 


Harbors,  Ac,  apiHiopriatiotis 

in  1888,  -  .  .  .  1,686,000 
Expenditures  in  1829,  -      -  606,000 

Congreadonal  expenses,  ap- 

Eropriationsin  1888,  owing, 

1  part,  to  the  long  session,  982,000 

Expenditurts  in  1629,  -      -  467,000 

Light-bouaes,  appropriations 

hi  1688,  -  -  -  .  668,000 
Expenditures  in  1629,  -      -  291,600 

  tn^ 

In  Executive,  Territorial,  Jndii^  and 
miscellineoas  expenditures,     -  880,000 

«^S9a,406 

Our  naval  and  miUtarj  expenses  have  been  great- 
er since  1829;  the  former  owing,  in  par^to  the 
uncertuDty,  at  one  time,  of  oar  relations  with 
France,  and  the  latter  to  Indian  wan.  Bat  ourex- 
penditures  have  been,  since  then,  Inereaaed  ia 
every  branch  by  an  augmentation  of  the  amooat  of 
commerdal  crewt,  wmSh  ndds  to  the  cost  ofal  o«r 
supplies. 

In  examining  into  oar  «]q»enditiii«B^  there  wil 
be  fonnd,  in  many  of  them,  mooh  ib— o  leqridnf 

reform.  Two  branches  do  not  come  annnaPy  no- 
der  the  ooouderation  of  Coogresa— the  expra£- 
tures  for  the  Post  Office  service,  and  the  expenses 
of  collecting  our  revenue.  The  former,  not  b»ne  a 
charge  upon  the  public  Treasuiy,  (except  for  the 
expenses  of  the  Creneral  Post  Office,)  are  tegdated 
by  the  incwne  from  postages,  whicb  aze'anom^r 
increasing  the  number  of  our  routes  and  the  fre- 
quency of  the  transportation  of  the  mails.  Ot  the 
immense  increase  in  this  branch  of  the  poblic  ter 
vice,  some  idea  may  be  formed  from  thia  inaeMa 
in  the  tnuu^rtation  of  the  mails.  It  was  sot, 
probably,  mora  than  100,000  miles  in  17W ;  846,418 
in  1793;  as  late  as  1808  itwasbvt  3,604,800;  it 
is  now  84,680,208  miles.  Tboo^  not  a  doiM 
upon  the  public  Treasury,  we  are  bound,  as  tas 
trustee  of  the  fimd,  to  see  that  it  is  administaei 
with  economy,  in  order  that  our  mail  routes  nay 
be  extended  to  the  remoteat  qoartera  of  the  Unim 
It  has  been,  accordingly,  the  subject  of  idrestiga- 
tion ;  the  Department  faw  been  reotganixed,  aad 
is  believed  now  to  be  well  administered.  Tlien  h 
charged  upon  tUs  fhnd,  fbr  the  serriee  <rf  tlie  prei- 
ent  year,  $6,100,000-  If  it  is  designed  that  ttt 
important  establishment  should  sa|Htort  itself,  there 
seems  to  be  no  reason  for  discriminating  between 
the  expenditures  for  the  offioes  throo^ont  the  raioo 
and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  by  cbai;pic  the  foi^ 
mer  upon  the  fbnd  of  the  Departawnt,  taiUm  Ut- 
ter upon  the  Treasnrr. 

The  expense  of  collecting  our  revenue  from  cos- 
toms  amounted,  in  the  first  ten  years  after  lt69,  te 
about  $293,000  annually ;  for  the  last  ten,  eo^i^ 
81st  December,  1887,  to  $1,282,000;  it  is  now 
about  a  million  and  a  half.  By  refferriog  to  the 
table  of  tonnage,  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  amount  of 
tonnage  entena  from  abretd  Iim  imuessed  bm 
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<0A,000  tons  in  1790  to  2,0«5,000  toni  In  1887. 
The  ezpenses  of  ecdlccUiig  the  rerenne  wu  in  1SS9 
•1,018,000,  uid  in  1887  (1,492,000.  The  tonuigs 
entered  from  ibroad  was  1,008,000  in  1889,  and 
S,O6Sf000  tons  in  1887.  The  unnal  amonnt  of 
xvTwnie  Is  no  eriteriM  of  the  expenie  of  eoHeotion, 
beoKDse,  elthoagh  we  have  reUnqidahed  the  dnt; 
on  more  than  half  of  oar  import* tkwB,  the  great 
tncrease  in  this  branch  of  trade  createe  a  necemty 
for  an  increased  nnmber  of  inapeotors.  We  have 
Also,  of  hte  years,  introduced  many  Tery  cfHnpU* 
Mted  proTialons  In  onr  tariff  laws,  and  added  to  the 
expense  of  ooUeetlon.  Bat  a  part  of  this  increase 
is  owing  to  the  neglect  of  Congress  in  not  limiting, 
from  tinie  to  time,  the  number  of  officers  to  tw 
emtdoyed,  and  in  pemdtting  the  collectors  to  pay 
the  whole  expense  of  onr  costom-houBea  oat  of  the 
roTenne  recdved,  wHhont  even  transferring  it  to 
the  public  Treasury.  Had  Congress  periodically 
United  the  number  «{  onr  officers,  Greeted  the  col- 
lectors to  pay  all  the  foomj  neefred  by  them  into 
the  Treasury,  required  annual  estfmates,  and  made 
specific  appropriations  for  this,  as  in  other  branches 
of  the  public  senrice,  it  would  bare  opemted  as  a 
■ensible  check  on  the  extravagance  of  some  of  our 
oollectors. 

Although  the  subject  of  tonnage  is  only  indirectly 
connected  with  the  question  of  expenditures,  the 
committee  cannot  dismiss  It  without  ealHng  the  at* 
tendon  of  tbe  House  to  the  fact  discloeed  m  the  ta> 
ble  annexed,  that  whUe  the  American  tonnage  en- 
tered ftom  abroad  increased  from  872,949  in  18S9, 
to  1,299,720  tons  fn  1887,  the  fonsign  tonnage  rose 
from  180,748  to  765,708  tons  in  the  same  period— 
«  result  owing,  among  other  causes^  to  our  unwise 
taxes  on  nsTt^tion,  and  to  an  abase  of  credit  at 
home,  which  enables  foreign  nations  to  build,  sup- 
ply, and  man  tiieir  ships  cheaper  than  we  can,  and 
idowiy  to  undermine  tbe  basis  of  our  naval  power. 

The  LegudatiTe  expenses  of  the  Federal  OoTem- 
ment  for  toe  first  ton  years  were  annually,  on  an 
arerage,  about  $171,000;  the  appropriaUons  for 
the  year  1888  were  $982,000.  A  part  of  this  has 
arisen  from  tbe  increase  in  the  number  of  members 
of  Gongren;  but  the  most  CxtraTBgaot  increase 
has  occorred  in  the  contingent  expenses  of  both 
Houses.  In  the  first  ten  years  these  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  $10,000  anno^y;  while  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  past  year  were  $378,960.  Although 
under  the  immediato  i^Mervation  and  exdusire 
eon  tro<  of  Congress,  there  is  no  bimh  of  Um  pub- 
Bo  eerrice  where  there  has  been  more  abuse  and 
eztrsTagance.  Thousands  of  documents,  in  many 
iastances  of  no  importance,  are  annaaHy  printed; 
and  the  conUngent  ftands  of  the  two  Houses  luiTe 
been,  for  some  years  past,  chaived  with  the  ex- 

Cw  of  ftimisliW  members  with  books.  There 
been,  and  remdna  to  be  pdd,  on  two  contracts 
•lone  of  this  eharaeter,  $781,028  87,  not  only  to 
•nroly  those  who  are  actually  in  Congress,  but 
others  who  hsTe  not  been  members  for  many  years 
pest.  Should  such  expenditures  be  continued,  this 
wIU  very  soon  become  an  important  item ;  and  in 
any  event,  a  large  amount  wIU  still  be  required  to 
fhM  contracts  for  books  in  no  manner  belonging  to 
the  legiUmate  contingeDcies  of  either  House  of 
Ooogreas. 

Toe  ezpeuditares  of  the  ExecnUre  Departments 
were,  in  the  ten  years  after  spedflc  appropriations 
were  made,  about  $196,000  annually;  the  appro- 
prlatioo  for  1886  wu  $796,000.  Tbli  item  has 
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steadily  increased  with  the  growth  of  our  country 
and  its  rarioos  establishiDenis,  reqairing  Executive 
agency  and  superintendence.  Someuiing  would 
probably  be  saved  if  tliere  were  one  eonUngeot 
flmd  under  tbe  control  of  the  Seoretary,  Ibr  all  the 
offloes  of  eaoh  Department.  Our  oomiaioated  ays* 
torn  of  accounts,  too,  was  established  many  years 
ago  *,  and  a  more  judicious  orgaoisaUon  of  Uie  De- 
partments might  Introduce  greater  ^mpUcity  and 
economy.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  avoid  a 
uniform  increase  in  this  branch  of  tiie  public  expen* 
diture,  while  we  cootfmM  to  mnltlidy  oar  Jaws  at 
every  sesdon,  which  most  be  carried  into  eflbet  by 
the  ExecntiTe  Departments ;  and  while  ye  ra[ddly 
increase,  as  we  have  done  of  Ute,  the  number  <n 
resolutions  in  both  Houses,  oalUng  for  informaUon, 
and  frequently  Involving  great  lu>or  and  expense. 

Connected  also  with  uie  ExecuUve  DeparttnenU 
are  various  expenditures,  which  were  very  inconsid* 
erable,  or  <Ud  not  exist  at  all,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Oonnunent— audi  as  those  for  the 
Hint,  Territorial  Govemmenta,  the  coast  surrey, 
arming  and  eqidp{dng  militia,  the  public  lands,  and 
public  buildingB.  These,  which  In  early  legislation 
were  quite  unimportant,  now  amount  to  near  a  mil- 
lion annually. 

The  expense  of  the  Judiciary  in  the  first  ten 
years  after  qieeiflo  ammqiriationB  were  made,  did 
not  amoant  to  more  than  about  $61,000  anntuJly ; 
the  ap|m^»riation  for  1888  was  $484,000.  The  in- 
creased expense  for  the  salaries  of  judges  has  not 
been  beyond  what  might  have  been  anUdpaled. 
The  expense,  however,  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
SUtee  has  IncroasedfrwD  about  $80,000  to  $842,000, 
which  is  tbe  estimate  for  the  present  year.  In  tUs 
branch  of  tlw  pobUo  service,  reform  seems  to  be 
reqmred.  While  the  derks  of  onr  courts  are  ap- 
pimited  by  the  Jodges,  and  the  foes  of  the  former 
amount  to  a  much  larger  sum  annually  than  the 
salaries  of  the  Utter,  the  appointing  power  may  tie 
tempted  to  participate  in  ^e  profits  of  the  clerk- 
ship, and  to  sanction  the  most  exorbitant  charges. 
The  fees  of  our  district  clerks  and  attorneys  ought 
to  be  more  predsdy  regoUted  by  law,  and  the 
detks  oaght  not  to  be  qtpcAoted  by  the  jodges. 

The  expenses  of  our  Intercourse  with  foreign 
powers  amounted  in  early  years  to  about  $60,000 
annually ;  the  estimate  for  the  present  year  is 
$266,4&4.  This  expenditure  was  considerably  aug> 
mentod  by  the  revolutions  In  what  was  formerly  de- 
nominated Spanish  America.  Tbe  estimate  fw  the 
present  year  is  not,  however,  bo  great  as  the  ex> 
penditure  for  1829,  which  was  $289,140  07. 

The  current  expenses  of  tbe  Indian  Department 
were  unimportant  and  irreguUr  in  eariy  years,  but 
all  the  expenditures  in  this  branch  for  the  first  tep 
years  amounted  to  less  than  $32,000  annually;  the 
estimi^  for  1689  amount  to  $886,980,  indodbg 
some  appropriatioos  not  for  current  ajgnmees.  This 
increase  is  owi^g  almost  ezdndvely  to  annuities  and 
stipulationa  under  treatiM  with  the  Indians  entered 
into  dnce  1789. 

Having  no  military  estsblidunent  worthy  of  no- 
tice at  the  origin  of  the  Government,  the  expendi- 
tures in  this  brandi  of  the  public  service  have  of 
course  increased.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
settled  area  of  tbe  United  States  has  increased,  ao> 
cording  to  the  caknlations  of  a  scientific  enj^neer,  in 
tbe  ratio  of  210,876  in  1790,  to  1,018.664  in  1839, 
some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  vast  extent  of  our 
pnawt  boanduieB;  and  we  watj  well  doubt  not- 
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irithstandiiig  the  recent  IncreiiBe  of  the  army,  vhether 
it  will  ulUnutely  be  fouad  adeqaate  to  protect  all 
our  extendm  ftontieia. 

Altiioogh  we  have  been  more  liberal  In  our  oaral 
a]^ropriatioaa,  that  cstabliBhment  adll  bean  an  un- 
important rank  in  oomparison  with  that  of  trevy 
other  maritime  nation.  The  improTemeot  in  steam 
navigation,  however,  seems  to  promise  a  revolution 
in  the  mode  of  conducting  maritime  war,  wblcli  maj 
render  this  difference  of  lees  importance  as  It  rcffaids 
existing  navies,  and  may  require  new  and  consider- 
able expenditures  in  this  branch  ot  the  poblio  service, 
iri^di  will  be  noticed  bereafier. 

Tbe  appropriations  fbr  roads  Id  1888  weito|ff40,- 
000.  tiwrowas  no  sndi  Federal  expcoditaieB  in 
«ariy  years. 

In  the  expenses  for  light-housee  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase,  eqKcially  within  the  last  two 
years.  The  annnal  amoont  expended  hi  the  first  tea 
years,  Ineludii^  the  maintenance  of  the  estalrfiah- 
ment,  was  lees  than  f86,O0O.  For  many  years  past 
It ms  lees  than  tSOO,000  annually:  but  in  1837  it 
was  suddenly  increased  to -11,220,01 9,  and  included 
$921,964  for  new  light-honsea,  Ac.  In  1838  the  ap- 
propriationa  amounted  to  $668,878.  The  eaUmate 
merely  for  maintaining  the  existing  light-houses  in 
the  year  1839,  amounts  to  $894,000,  The  appropri- 
ations for  new  works  of  tUs  kind  were  authniaed 
iritlioDt  propel*  examinatloDS,  and  mndi  money  has 
l>een  wasted  in  this  branch  of  the  service.  Two 
years  ago  Congress  directed  such  examinations  to  be 
made  before  any  new  work  should  be  oommenced. 
The  ofBcers  reported  in  favor  of  suspending  the  ap- 
pnnmations  for  thirty-one  of  the  number  of  woiks 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1887.  There  is  a  large 
amount  now  remaiiUng  unexpended  In  this  Imtndi 
of  the  service. 

The  expenditures  for  fortifications  were  irregular  in 
tiie  first  years ;  but  from  1789  to  1798  the  annual 
average  was  $108,000.  The  appropriations  for  18S8 
amounted  to  $1,016,000 :  and  the  estimates  for  1889, 
$1,369,100.  This  pvt  of  the  national  defence  is  BtiU  in 
a  very  incomplete  state.  The  improvement  In  steam 
batteries  witUn  a  few  years  past  renders  it,  however, 
aqnestloD  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  it  will  not  also 
produce  an  entire  revolution  in  the  phin  of  harbor 
defence ;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  most  Judldonfi 
for  the  present  to  confine  our  expenditures  to  the 
armament  of  the  fotttflcations  we  have  finished,  and 
await  the  resolt  of  ftiture  experiments  wUdi  will  be- 
come neceasaiy  to  ascertain  iriiether  floating  steam 
batteries  are  not  superior  to  stationary  fOrtileations 
in  guarding  the  entrance  into  and  in  defending  har- 
bors. There  are  otiier  reasons  for  suspending  new 
appropriations  for  1889.  Thoeo  existing  were  not 
mode  until  the  7tii  July  last,  and  the  act  directed 
that  one-half  of  the  amount  should  be  expended  in 
the  present  year;  and  there  remaned  undnwn  from 
tiie  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January,  $704,869  66,  be- 
sides  the  tulances  in  the  hands  of  our  dif^urring 
officers.  Under  such  circumstances,  with  a  deficient 
revenue,  and  irhile  there  is  a  probability  tiiat  a  change 
will  be  made  in  the  plaa  of  harbor  defence,  and  that 
the  public  money  may  hereafter  be  more  advantar 
geously  expended,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  ts  not  expedient  to  add  $1,269,100  to  the  loige 
amount  onexpended  and  in  toe  hands  didmraing 
officers. 

For  the  first  rix-ond-twenty  years  the  average 
amount  annually  paid  for  penrions  ms  less  than 
$84,000.  .Aa  1^18  1814  it  was  alxm($se,000,  and 


in  1815  less  than  $70,000.  Tbe  Iste  war  added 
lOwat  $200,000  for  tnvididB,  and  the  fridowa  orcbl- 
dren<tf  those  wbo  bad  died  of  wounds  received  U 
battle.  The  wiwle  pension  roll  of  the  Uziited  8Ma 
arising  from  the  Revidntionaiy,  Lidian,  and  BriM 
waiB,  did  not  then  exceed  $800,000  anmiaDy.  Be 
^>(Bt>pRationa  for  pensions  in  the  present  year  axt/mt 
to  $2,500,000 ;  to  wliidi  are  to  be  added'  the  pcnni- 
ment  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  and  onexpeaded 
Impropriations  amounting  to  $741,000,  maUng  a 
aggregate  fbr  penrions  in  1839  of  $4,241,000;  sad 
we  have  now  diaiged  npon  the  pnl^  iWssoiy  42,- 
000  pensioners.  A  UU  was  passed  at  the  last  msmb, 
withcmt  debate,  and  approved  on  the  laat  day  of  tfe 
session,  which  draws  fiom  the  Treasmy  in  the  paes- 
ent  yeu  $1,872,000;  and  there  are  three  geaeni 
pendon  bills  now  pending  in  the  House,  wbidi  would, 
if  ado|)(ed,  probably  draUe  the  annual  mooBt  ap- 
propriated forpennQas. 

nUs  result,  and  in  so  riiort  a  period,  eodd  not 
have  been  anUcipated  by  the  franters  of  oor  cob- 
stitution.  The  cioins  of  our  revolutionary  aoUien 
rested  on  peculiar  grounds.  Their  serviecs  and 
sufferings  were  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and 
we  bad  from  necessity  been  compelled  to  violate 
onr  contracts  with  thom.  In  their  case  we  woa 
warranted  in  departing  from  ordinary  nage  when 
our  means  were  ample  to  indemnify  them.  Poh 
rions  to  invdids  and  to  the  widows  or  chil- 
dren of  those  who  are  killed  or  who  die  of  wotrndi 
received  in  battle,  form  a  part  of  the  contrmct, 
where  such  laws  exist,  between  the  Goremmeat 
and  the  soldier.  But  is  granting  pensimis,  as 
we  have  done,  In  caeea  where  the  sottEer  was 
neither  killed  nor  wounded  in  battle^  we  Tlolated 
the  pension  princi[de,  and  charged  the  pobfie 
Treasury  with  half  pay  to  the  icpreBentatirea  6t 
all  who  enUst  in  tha  service  of  Oovenwent, 
whether  in  peace  or  in  war,  in  addition  to  the 
compensation  stipulated  for  their  services.  Prior 
to  1886  there  was  no  departure  frmn  tfae  mdiaHy 
pension  rules,  except  as  to  RerolnUoBary  stdfien; 
but  in  that  year  provision  was  made  generaly  fer 
pensions  in  ordinary  cases  of  death,  while  in  tW 
service,  after  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  whether  «f 
wounds  or  not.  *  The  same  rale  was  extcsided  te 
the  navy  pendon  fbnd,  which  will  be  vefy  aem 
destroyed  by  sneh  improvident  l^slation.  Taui 
to  1887,  this  fund  was  amply  sufficfenk  to  proride 
for  our  naval  invalids,  and  for  the  widows  or  eU- 
dren  of  those  wbo  had  beenkDlad  In  battle.  ItwH 
invested  In  stooks,  and  amoonted,  on  the  Istlfaudk, 
1887,  to  $1,116,289  68:  it  is  now  reduced,  vaSa 
the  operation  of  recent  laws,  to  $29S,S63  OS. 
%ouId  we  have  no  reform  in  this  branch  of 
lation,  it  will  be  ditScult  to  mntidpate  the  amoaat 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  this  expeodh 
tnre.  If  we  continue  to  grant  pensions  in  eases  sf 
ordinary  death,  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  Teproeat- 
atives  of  those  wbo  are  employed  in  the  mStaiy 
service,  and  to  all  In  the  naval  eervice,  we  shafl 
soon  follow  the  example  of  some  monardiiea,  and 
extend  our  pennon  roll,  and  with  equal  jostiee,  to 
the'  representatives  of  all  who  die  in  the  civil  eia- 
idoyments  of  <^iTemm«at. 


*  The  set  of  188<  ffid  not  iBdnde  oil  who  died  ta  tto  dl> 
toy  seniea,  after  the  VKh  April,  IBIfl^  but  embneed  tOlUa, 
rangers,  5«a-feitdU«e,  aad  ToluBteen,  and  ena  or  men  ^e* 
dal  acts  were  poaecd  establhMiig  the  sanw  priac^l*  m  tt 
tte  legnlsr  srmyr 
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Th«  committee  feel  it  to  be  tbeir  dutj  to  bring  to 
the  special  notice  of  the  Bouae  the  he&TT  uid  rap- 
idly incroasiog  expenditores  upon  bmrborB  and 
rirsn.  This  item  was  unknown  m  the  early  legisla- 
tion of  (be  FederaLGoTenunenL  The  ftret  appro> 
priation  was  made  in  U02 ;  but  prior  to  1814  only 
^6,449  bad  been  expended  apon  two  worlcs,  oon- 
nected  directly  and  indirectly,  with  navy  jardis  and 
light-houses.  la  1816  and  1819  two  other  appro- 
priations were  made,  amounUng  to  $34,000,  both 
connected  with  lighfr-honaes.  A  few  appropriations 
were  made  in  1820, 1821»  1823,  and  1828,  in  the 
neighborhoods  of  Ught^iousee  and  navy  yards, 
amounting  altogether  to  $61,760;  ud  in  18&B  two 
harbor  snnreya  were  anthoriied,  at  an  ezpenee  of 
$360. 

Aftnr  we  bad  adopted  the  policy  of  r^^g  more 
rerenue  than  was  required  for  Federal  purposes, 
and  as  the  period  approached  for  the  redemption 
of  the  public  debt,  tliis  was  one  of  the  new  branches 
of  expenditure  resorted  to  in  order  to  absorb  a 
oontemidated  surplus.  Accordingly,  and  for  tlie 
first  time  In  the  history  of  our  iej^slation,  an  aot 
was  passed  on  the  20th  of  Hay,  1826,  *'tot  im- 
proving certain  harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  cer- 
tain rivers  and  creeks ;  and  for  authorising  surveys 
to  be  made  of  certain  bajs,  sounds,  and  rivers, 
therem  mentioned."  On  tbe  Sd  of  ICareh,  18S7, 
this  was  followed  b^  a  regular  annual  bill,  "  to  an* 
tborizc  the  improvmg  of  certain  harbors,  the  build- 
ing of  piers,  and  for  other  purposes."  These  ex- 
nditurcs  immediately  increased,  in  1827,  to 
2,600;  in  1828,  to  $121,000;  and  in  1829,  to 
$505,000.  In  1888,  Uie  appropriatiou  were  more 
than  a  ntUlioa  and  a  bali,  and  the  eitimateB  for 
18S9  amount  to  $1,718,000. 

Tbe  af^regate  amount  already  ap|«ipriated  for 
these  works  is  $8,919,043  66,  besidee  canal  stocks, 
and  the  debt  assumed  for  the  corporations  of  this 
District  for  investments  in  the  same,  amounting  to 
$3,383,490;  making  an  aggregate  of  $12,802,688  66. 
The  e^mates  for  completing  some  of  these  works 
amount  to  $4,660,842  21;  but,  judging  by  onrex- 
perieooe  aa  to  former  eitimatea,  it  wilt  ntOTS  proba- 
bly requre  ten  mllUona,  besides  the  eoit  «f  aoaie 
of  tbe  most  ezpentive  works,  for  which  there  are 
no  estimates  at  all  In  addition  to  this,  a  MU  is 
now  pending,  and  would  have  passed  the  House  at 
the  .close  of  tbe  last  sessioa  but  for  want  of  time, 
irhioh,  with  the  amendments,  embraced  appropri- 
atlons  for  new  woriu  amonnUne  to  near  a  miluon 
of  dollar^  and  involTing  an  nlumate  expenditure 
ot  probably  five  millions  more. 

In  1836  this  subject  was  Investigated  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  report  sub- 
mitted by  one  of  its  members,  (Ur.  Smith,  of 
Maine,)  on  the  10th  of  February.  That  report 
■tates  that  there  was,  even  at  that  time,  "area! ne- 
cessity for  hesitation,  if  not  of  actual  reform,  in  the 
forther  proeecution  of  pnblio  wo^  npon  the  same 
q'Mem  which  bad,  of  late  years,  obtained  under  the 
Government ; "  that  they  were  made  subaervient "  to 
the  purposes  of  the  individual  wealth  and  profit  of 
the  agentii  and  contractors  immediately  concern- 
ed ; "  that  the  appropriation  for  one  year,  and  for 
each  succeeding  year.  In  many  cases  exceeded  the 
whole  of  the  original  estimate :  that  many  of  tbe 
works  w6re  btilt  over  again,  and  that  others  were 
rotten  before  they  were  completed.  On  the  Slet  of 
January,  1837,  the  same  gentleman  made  another 
report  from  tlw  OoDmlttefl  of  Ways  and  Heans, 


[jAltUABT,  1889' 

referring  to  the  former  as  "explanatory  of  the  un- 
productive, yet  growing  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
emmcnt  upon  bariiors  and  rivers,  and  exprcsdve 
of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out  this 
branch  of  the  pubBo  service,  unless  some  more  cer- 
tain, and  efficient,  and  economical  sjrstem  for  con- 
ducting  It  could  be  devised."  The  opinion  of  the 
committee  had  not  been  changed  by  "  the  expe- 
rience of  another  year; "  and  the  report  adds,  that, 
"  without  some  curtailment  by  Congress  of  the  class 
of  woriis  already  projected  as  recipients  of  its  boun- 
ty, and  iritbout  a  deciwve  limitatioa  of  its  appro- 
priations to  works  Uiat  may  justly  be  denominated 
of  the  first  magnitude,  and  of  imperious  necesnty 
too,  it  requires  no  spirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that 
the  operations  of  the  civil  engineer  depwtment  wHI, 
in  a  very  few  years,  rival,  in  expenditures  and  nu- 
merical strength  of  agents  and  operatives,  the  mili- 
tary and  naval  service  of  the  Government,  and 
cotutitoto  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  patron- 
age than  ia  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  tbe  Govern- 
ment. From  the  peculiar  nature  of  thdr  cxpendif 
tures,  comtpUon,  favoritism,  and  peculation  may 
be  reduced  to  system  more  succenfuily  in  them 
than  in  almost  any  other  branch  of  the  civil  admin- 
istration." 

If  such  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  in  1837,  it  certainly  cannot  be 
changed  by  examining  into  the  present  oooditioD 
of  these  Improvements 

After  an  experiment  of  thirteen  years  on  the  103 
works  £oe  which  appropriations  have  been  made. 


the  foUowfaig  ia  the  result : 
Kever  commenced,  ------  8 

Abandoned,  1 

Suspended,     -  4 

Hay  perhaps  be'eom|deted  with  existing  appro- 
priations; .....■•14 
Completed,  -80 
Not  completed,  61 

Total,      .      -      -  lOS 


Some  of  tbe  works  liave  been  built  over  twice, 
and  the  twenty  com{deted  coat  but  $409,17  8  26, 
leaving  all  the  expenmve  works  yet  to  be  finislied, 
and  at  an  expense  which  cannot  even  be  eetimated. 

Such  is  the  result  of  this  Federal  system  of  im- 
proving our  harbors,  rivers,  and  creeks,  and  build- 
ing piers  f<ff  our  cities,  towns,  and  villages  ^  and 
such  the  prospect  before  ns.  The  time  has  cer- 
tainly arrived  when  it  becMiee  necessary  to  inquife 
whether  all  these  expenditures  belong  to  Federal 
legislation ;  and  to  examine  aaystem  which,  if  made 
permanent,  must  entirety  change  the  diaraoter  of 
our  GovemmenL 


IN  BEN  ATE. 

IToNDAT,  Jannary  28. 
Petition  fiom  the  Settlsrt  in  Oregon  TtrrUorf, 
Hr.  Lnm  presented  the  following  memorial 
ftt)m  citizens  of  the  Oregon  Territory : 

To  the  honorable  the  SenaU.and  Souae  <^  Ji^preauU- 
atiwea  of  the  UiUted  Btatea  of  Amerioa  : 
The  onderngned,  settiers  eonth  of  tbe  CohimMa 
Siver,  b^  leave  to  represent  to  yoor  honorable 
body,  that  our  setttaiien^  bc^^un  in  the  year  ei^iteeB 
hundred  and  thixty-two,  has  Uthorto  pnqMfsd  be* 
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Tonct  the  most  Banguine  expectadona  of  its  fint 
projectors.  The  products  of  our  fields  htTe 
tAj  joBtified  the  most  flattering  descriptitnu  of  the 
fertilttr  of  tiie  aoil,  while  the  facilities  which  H  af- 
ftaia  for  TMring  cittle  are,  periuqM,  exceeded  by 
HKm  ai  no  ooimtry  in  Norui  America.  The  peo- 
ple of  the  Ui^»d  States,  we  believe,  are  not  gene- 
rally umleed  of  the  extent  of  valuable  country 
met  Muie  Rocl[3r  Mountains,  A  large  portion  of  the 
territory  from  ^e  Columbia  lUrer  south,  to  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Hexioan  repubUc,  and  extendbg  firan  the  ooast  of 
the  Padflo  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three 
hundred  ndles  to  tbe  Interior,  Is  dther  well  supplied 
with  timber  or  adapted  to  niBtiirage  or  asricuUure. 
The  fertile  valleys  of  tlie  Wallamette  and  Umpqua 
are  varied  with  prairies  and  woodland,'  and  Inter- 
sected by  abundant  lateral  streams^  presenting  fiu^iU- 
ties  for  mac^nery.  Poltaps  no  coontry,  of  the 
Mine  latitude,  is  &Tored  with  a  dbuate  so  mild. 
The  irinter  rains,  it  is  true,  are  an  objection ;  but 
they  are  generally  preferred  to  the  snows  and  in- 
tense cold  which  prevails  in  the  Northern  parts  of 
the  United  States.  The  ground  is  seldom  covered 
with  snow,  nor  does  it  ever  remain  but  a  few  hoursL 
We  need  hardly  allude  to  the  commensal  ad- 
Tantages  of  the  'Tenitory.  Its  happy  position  for 
bade  irith  Odna,  India,  and  the  Western  coasts  of 
Amoioa,  win  be  readUy  recognized.  The  growing 
Importance,  however,  of  the  ulands  of  the  Pacific 
Is  not  so  generally  known  and  ai^redated.  As 
these  island  progreea  in  dvilization,  their  demand 
for  tiie  prodace  of  more  ntsthem  climates  will  in- 
crease. Nor  can  any  country  supply  them  with 
beef,  floor,  Jka,  on  tenu  80  advHitageons  as  this.  A 
very  anccessfiu  effort  has  been  recently  nude,  at 
the  Sandwich  islands,  In  the  cultivation  of  coiffee 
and  the  sugar  cane.  A  colony  here  will,  in  time, 
thence  ea^y  derive  these  articles  and  other  trop- 
ical products  in  exchange  for  the  produce  of  their 
own  labor.  We  have  thus  briefly  alluded  to  the 
liatural  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  its  external 
relations.  They  are,  in  our  0[^on,  strong  induce- 
ments  fw  tbe  Government  of  tbe  United  States  to 
take  (brmai  and  speedy  possession.  We  urge  this 
step  as  promiidng  to  the  genwal  Interests  of  the 
Dfdion.  But  the  advantages  It  may  confer  upon 
us,  and  the  evils  it  may  avert  from  our  posterity,  are 
incalculable. 

Oar  sodal  interaoniBe  has  thns  far  been  prosecuted 
with  r^erenoe'to  fb^ws  of  honor,  to  the  feelh^ 
of  dependenoe  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
to  their  moral  influence.  Under  this  state  of  things, 
we  luve  thus  far  prospered,  but  we  cannot  hope 
that  it  will  continue.  The  agricultural  and  other 
resources  of  the  country  cannot '  fail  to  induce  emi- 
gration and  commerce.  As  our  settiement  barina 
to  draw  its  supines  tbioo^  ottier  channels,  the  feel- 
ing of  dependence  upon  the  HodsoD^s  Bay  Company, 
to  which  we  have  alloded  as  one  of  the  safeguard 
of  our  sodal  intercourse,  irill  b^in  to  diimi^ah. 
We  are  anxious  when  we  imagine  what  will  be,  what 
must  be,  the  condition  of  so  mixed  a  community, 
free  from  all  legal  restraint,  and  superior  to  that 
moral  mfluence  which  has  hitherto  been  the  |dedge 
of  onr  safety. 

Our  interests  are  Identified  with  those  of  the 
CO  OB  try  of  onr  adoption.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
we  are  the  germ  of  a  great  State,  and  are  anxious 
to  give  an  early  tone  to  the  moral  and  intellectual 
dtutcter  of  its  oitisena.  We  an  fiiUy  swan,  too, 


2Bm  0am. 


that  the  destinies  of  onr  posterity  will  be  fattunatilj 
affected  by  the  character  of  those  who  emignte  to 
the  country.  The  territory  must  p<^>nlate.  The 
Caoptm  of  the  United  States  most  say  by  whoa. 
The  natanl  reaouroes  of  tbe  oounby,  with  ■  wilt 
Juc^;ed  dvU  code,  wIQ  Invite  a  good  eoniiiwniiy. 
But  a  good  community  wQl  har^y  emigrate  to  a 
country  whidi  promises  no  pnrioction  for  fife  or 
proper^.  Inquiries  have  already  been  sobmhted  to 
some  of  us  for  information  of  thecoimtry.  In  retm, 
we  can  only  speak  of  a  conntry  hi^y  favored  of 
nature.  We  can  boast  of  no  dvfl  code.  We  en 
prondse  no  JKOteotton  bnt  tite  ulterior  reoort  of  mK- 
defence.  By  whom,  then,  sbsll  onr  country  be 
populated?  By  the  reck&es  and  unprincipled  adven- 
turer I  not  by  the  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneer  <d 
the  West  By  the  Botany  Bay  refugee,  by  tfw  rene- 
gade of  dvilUaticm  fnm  the  Bodcy  MonntBU^ 
the  prcd^ate,  desoted  seamen  from  PolyBiria,nd 
the  onprine^^  shaqiers  from  Spanidi  AncricsL 
Well  are  we  assnred  tint  it  will  coat  tbe  Gormod 
of  the  United  States  more  to  redoce  etaneBti 
so  discordant  to  social  order,  than  to  promote  oar 
permanent  peace  and  prosperity  by  a  timdy  actioa 
of  Con^p^ss.  Nor  can  we  suppose  that  so  vicioas  a 
population  could  be  relied  on  in  ease  oi  a  niptsre 
between  tbe  United  States  and  any  other  powCT. 

Our  intercourse  with  tbe  natives  among  us,  gidded 
much  by  the  same  influence  which  has  promoted  har- 
mony among  ourselves,  baa  been  geoeraOy  pwafie. 
But  the  sane  eansea  wMdi  wUl  hitemyt  hansooy 
among  ourselves,  will  also  iaterroptocr  niemllyrda- 
tions  with  the  natives.  It  is,  therefore,  of  pnaaij 
importance  both  to  them  and  to  ua,  that  the  Gonra- 
mnt  dwnld  take  cnenelio  mcosnea  to  secBetiw 
execution  of  all  laws  sffoetfaig  Indian  trade  md  the 
interconrse  of  white  men  ud  htdaam.  We  hare 
thus  briefly  Aown  that  the  secoritr  of  oar  penoM 
and  our  property,  tbe  hopes  and  destinies  of  cor 
children,  are  involved  In  the  ol>jects  of  onr  pettticn. 
We  do  not  presume  to  suggest  tbe  manner  in  wind 
the  country  should  be  occupied  by  the  Govenauat, 
nor  the  extent  to  irttich  our  settlement  sboold  be  e» 
conraged.  We  confide  In  tiie  wiBdran  of  oar  na- 
tienal  legitlttora,  and  leave  tbe  anbfect  to  M 
candid  deliberation,  and  your  petitkmen  enr 

P«T-   

(^ed,)  J.  li.  WHITOOKBt  and  U  odm. 

Uarch  16, 1888. 

On  moticm  of  Hr.  Lnnf,  tbe  memorial  vai 
read,  laid  aa.  the  tabte^  and  mdered  to  he 
printed. 

SaUDutia. 

On  motion  If  Hr.  Bnnroir,  the  Senate  took 
np  TegoeBt  made  hy  faun  for  leaye  to  !»■ 
trodaoa  a  bill  for  the  repeal  of  tbe  asH  ia^ 
and  thefldiinglKnmtie(i^andallcnnae«adapeB»> 
ent  thereon. 

MrJ  Datu  then  addressed  ih»  Senate,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bbbtoh,  when 
presenting  the  bill  on  Thursday  last 

Ur.  Bestoit  replied  to  Ur.  Datib  atlaigU\ 
after  which, 

The  Senate  a(f}oamed. 


Saltl>vtm. 
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!^UB8DAT,  Jannary  81. 
Vnittd  State*  Nat-uralwation  Lawt  in  BrUUh 
Court— Com  of  Thellor. 

Mr.  CtAT,  of  Kentnokj,  preaeotod  thepetitloD 
of  Dr.  £.  A.  Theller,  who  stated  that  lie  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  had  been  naturalize^ 
and  rendes  in  this  coantry ;  that  he  had  Joined 
in  the  expedition  for  tilie  mvasion  of  OaoadL 
and  had  been  taken  prisoner:  that  he  had 
been  tried,  and  convicted  of  treason— the 
Judge  charing  the  jurj  on  his  trial  that  his 
aot  of  naturalization  in  this  conntry  was  noil, 
and  of  non-effect,  that  no  subsequent  aot  ooold 
exp^riate  him  from  his  original  aliegiance. 
TTnder  these  ciroamBtaDoea,  Dr.  T.  asks  that 
Congress  ^oold  take  some  action  on  the 
snbjeot,  which  would  define  the  rights  of 
nataralized  citizens. 

Aiter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Cut,  of  Een- 
tncky, 

Hr.  NoRTZLL  aatd,  that  the  memorialist  was 
a  citizen  of  Michigan.  He  was  au  intelligent 
xnan,  bat  an  enthujast  in  whatever  related  to 
hnman  Uberty.  He  had  sent  to  him  the  oonn- 
terpart  of  the  memorial  jast  presented.  The 
£a<A8  in  the  memorial  were  as  stated  bj  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  memorialist  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  bnt  a  natoralized  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
«ist  year,  he  embarked  in  the  strnggle  for 
Osnadian  liberty.  He  was  captnred  in  the 
Upper  Province  of  Canada,  and  taken  to  To- 
ronto. There  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and 
sentenced  to  execution,  on  a  charge  of  hi^h 
treason  against  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain. 
The  ctuef  justice  of  the  province,  who  presided 
at  the  trial,  instructed  the  jury,  that  no  sub- 
jeot  of  the  kingdom  ooold  ever  expatriate  him- 
aelC  Birth,  and  the  reudenee  of  one  honr  in 
the  British  dominions,  created  a  perpetoal 
allwianocif  From  this  nllegianoe  the  subject 
ooud  never  be  exonerated,  nndei*  any  plea  or 
pretence.  The  memorialist  owed  his  present 
safety  from  the  penalties  of  treason,  to  his 
escape  from  the  citadel  of  Quebec. 

These  were  the  facts  which  gave  rise  to  this 
memorial.  Upon  these  &cts,  the  memorialist 
appeals  to  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
adjustment  of  this  question  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance  cWmed  by  Great  Britain  from  all  her 
native  bom  subjects,  and  for  the  protection  of 
all  snch  subjects  at  have  become,  or  may 
become^  natoralixed  dtizens  of  the  United 
States.  The  iDt^eot  was  certainly  oie  <^ 
great  importaDoe.  The  doctrine  of  perpet- 
oal allegiance  asserted  by  Qreat  Britain, 
was  an  absurd  relic  of  feudal  barbarism.  It 
was  InofHnpatible  with  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  n^nralization  of  the  United  States. 
By  those,  British  snUecta  may  and  do  beoome 
American  citizens.  They  are  eutitiod,  equally 
with  our  native  citizens,  to  protection  in  iJl 
their  lawful  pursuit  wherever  they  may 
liiq>pen  to  be.  This  Government  was  thus 
bonnd  to  protect  them  in  peace  and  in  war. 
Vol.  XUL— 47 


Hr.  Madison,  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  steadily  maintained  this  principle^ 
resisted'  the  claim  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
perpetual  all^iance  of  her  subjects  tSbiv  they 
bad  beoome  our  citizens,  and  repeatedly  intv- 
mated  his  determination  to  retaliate  for  every 
iitjnry  inflicted  upon  oar  naturalized  citizen^ 
captured  as  prisoners  of  war,  if  they  were 
punished  on  the  ground  of  their  being  SQl()eot^ 
or  if  they  were  treated  difibrently  from  other 
prisoners  of  war.  The  memorialist  was  mis- 
taken in  snpposing  that  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  this  country  and  Great  Britain  recog- 
nized the  right  of  that  kingdom  to  the  perpet- 
ual allegiance  of  her  native  bom  subjects. 
No  such  expression  is  to  be  found  in  those 
treaties.  Oar  Bevolationary  ancestors  were 
ail  British  subjects  at  one  time.  In  separating 
from  the  mother  coantry,  they  ceased  to  he 
her  subjects.  And-  how  could  they,  in  the 
treaty  of  peace  which  recognized  them  as  a 
separate  and  iudependent  nation,  permit  Great 
Britain  to  assert  any  claim  to  tiie  perpetoal 
allegiuioe  of  those  who  were  bom  within  the 
British  reahnst 

Ko  prindple  is  more  dear  than  that  the 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States  possesi 
all  the  rights  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  pro- 
tection which  could  be  claimed  by  native 
citizeoa.  No  duty  is  more  imperative  upon 
the  Government  than  that  of  aObrding  equal 
protection  to  the  naturalized  as  to  the  native 
citizen ;  and  he  had  no  recollection  of  any  fful- 
nre  on  the  part  of  any  Republic  or  any  Admin- 
istration to  perform  its  duty  in  this  respect 

The  circumstances  which  had  produced  this 
memorial  were  pecaliar,  and  had  embarrassed 
any  action  which  the  Government  might  have 
been  disposed  to  take  on  the  BQ^ct.  Thememo- 
riaUst  had,  in  his  zeal  for  the  U  berty  of  a  fi»eign 

Srovince  not  prepared  to  assert  its  own  firw- 
om,  invaded  that  foreign  province;  md  had, 
with  a  number  of  our  native  citizens,  waged 
war  upon  the  British  authorities,  while  nis 
own  country  was  at  peace  and  in  amity  with 
them,  and  had  been  captnred.  He  and  his 
coadjutors  had  voluntarily,  at  least  for  a  time, 
expatriated  themsclveij.  They  had  left  their 
own  country  to  engage  in  a  foreign  civil  war. 
Now,  in  this  situation,  what  right  had  onr 
Goveroment  to  exercise  its  power  for  their 
protection,  except  by  way  of  friendly  in- 
terposition! If  the  memorialist  had  been 
taken  while  fighting  the  battles  of  his  adopted 
country ;  if,  without  committing  aggression 
upon  the  established  Government  of  a  foreign 
power,  he  had,  while  passing  through  any  put 
of  its  dominions,  been  token  on  any  pretext, 
and  tried  fw  any  ofi'ence  not  committed  against 
the  peace  of  that  power,  and  condemned  on 
the  cUim  of  a  perpetual  alleg^anoe  from  hin^ 
then  tills  Government  would  have  been  bound 
to  interpose  for  his  protection,  and  would 
have  protected  him.  As  it  was,  the  Exec- 
utive acted  with  reg-ird  to  him  precisely 
as  it  did  with  regard  to  native  citizens 
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captured  at  the  some  time  with  liim.  It  sent 
an  agent  to  Toronto  for  the  pnrpoae  of  pre- 
Y^liDg  with  the  provincial  aathorities  to 
release  the  prisoners.  It  made  no  distinction 
between  the  naturalized  and  the  native  citizen. 
What  more  could  it  do,  withoat  involving  the 
nation  in  a  war  ?  It  might  have  made  a  formal 
declaration,  that  it  voiud  never  recognize  the 
principle  of  perpetoal  allegiaaco,  as  asserted 
m  the  trial  and  ccmd^nation  of  the  me- 
morialist. It  might,  as  intimated  hy  the 
Senator  from  Kentnckj,  have  remonstrated 
against  that  barbarous  principle.  Bat  if  it 
had  done  so,  the  danger  was,  that  he  would 
have  been  forthwith  ordered  to  execution,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  showing  a  determination 
practically  to  maintain  the  British  'claim  to 
the  perpetual  allegiance  of  their  sabjeots.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  this  consideration  had 
operated  upon  the  execution  in  this  case.  He 
had  alluded  to  these  facts  to  show  that  this 
Government  hod  not  beeninattentiTe  to  its  daty 
on  thia  occasion. 


TnuBSDAT,  January  SI. 

LiberattM  <^  Atiuriean  8Um»  hy  British  Avf 
thoritiea  whils  pamng  from  om  XT.  8.  port 
io  another. 

Mj.  Caxhotw  offered  Uie  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  and  agreed  to  i 

Haolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqaested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  whether 
the  Govenunent  of  Great  Britidn  boa  made  compen- 
HdoD  in  the  cases  of  the  brigs  Enterprise,  Enco- 
mium, and  Oomet,  the  first  of  which  was  forced  by 
strosB  of  weather  into  Port  Hamilton,  Bermada 
Island,  and  the  other  two  wrecked  on  the  keys  of 
the  Bahamas,  and  the  slaves  on  board  fordbly  seized 
and  detained  by  the  local  authoritiefl;  and  if  no 
oompenaatioQ  has  been  made,  the  reasons  why  ft  has 
not  been  made,  with  a  copy  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  two  Govenunenta,  wbldi  baa  taken  pUce- 
dnce  the  answer  to  a  former  wl  on  the  same  iubject 
by  the  Senate. 

Sotall  SUTer  Coinage  for  Change. 
Ur.  Stbanqe  presented  certain  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Legidature  of  North  Carolina, 
represent  ing  the  scarcity  of  specie  change  in  that 
State,  and  asking  for  the  pass^  of  a  law  an- 
tfaorizing  the  branch  mints  to  coin  sil  ver  diooge. 
The  resolations  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Out,  of  XeDtnoky,  wished  to  make  a 
dngle  obBorration  on  the  subject,  before  it  vas 
pawed.  This  complaint  of  the  went  of  silver 
change  was  not  confined  to  Kor&  Oaroltoa, 
but  exited  in  othw  places,  and  was  produced 
by  that  disproportionate  valne  between  gold 
and  silver  coin  which  originated  in  the  cele- 
brated gold  bill.  The  effect  of  this  bill 
was  this:  that  when  it  became  necessary  to 
export  specie,  silver  was  exported  in  prefer- 
ence to  gold,  because  the  silver  waa  more 
valuable  in  foreign  countries ;  and  hence,  he 
apprehended,  was  the  soard^  in  Kwth  Car- 


[25TII  Con 

.  oUna..  He  had  lately  received  a  communica- 
tion on  this  subject  from  one  of  oar  commer- 
cial Korthem  cities,  which  attriboted  dw 
scarcity  of  silver  change  to  this  caoae. 

Hr.  SmAKOE  said  that  when  he  offered  the 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, he  had  not  the  sU^it^  expectation  that 
they  woQld  have  given  rise  to  any  debate; 
but  as  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  bad  tbon^ 
proper  to  notice  them,  for  the  purpose  intro- 
auciDg  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  cnzreiMT, 
he  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  his  oonstitaeata, 
from  whom  these  resolutions  emanated,  to 
make  a  brief  reply.  He  wholly  dissented  irom 
the  position  laid  down  by  the  Senatw  from 
Kentucky,  with  regard  to  the  causes  which  pro- 
duced the  scarcity  of  silver  change.  It  was 
not  exportation  which  produced  tms  scarcity, 
but  it  arose  from  the  hoarding  of  silver  by  the 
bonks,  who  issned,  in  lien  of  it,  their  email 
notes.  In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  thai  nlvet 
coins  of  the  lower  denonunations  were  ever 
exported. 

Mr,  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  >oped  he  mig^  be 
permitted,  witbont  offence,  to  make  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  subject  presented  by  these 
reaolnticais,  pai-ticularly  as  it  was  one  of  im- 
portance, to  which  his  attentiui  had  been 
recently  directed.  Hehappenedto  receive,  bot 
a  few  days  ago,  a  communication  from  an  intelli- 
gent  gentleman,  in  one  of  onr  prindpal  sea- 
ports, affirming  that  the  scarcity  of  silver 
change  was  one  of  the  effects  of  the  parage 
of  the  gold  bill;  because,  by  redocing  the 
standard  of  the  gold  coin,  it  became  less  vain- 
able  as  an  article  of  exportation  than  salva, 
and,  therefore,  the  latter  was  always  exported. 
Now  this  was  exactly  what  was  predicted  hj 
himself  and  others,  at  the  time  of  the  pasnge 
of  the  law,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  valaa 
of  the  two  coins;  and  the  result  hasiHt>ved  tbe 
correotaess  of  the  prediction.  Grol<7  oonld  not 
be  exported  nnder  that  law,  withoat  disadvan- 
tage, unless  exchange  was  greatly  agunst  as; 
but  silver  can  profitably  be  exported,  and 
when  exportation  becomes  necessary,  it  is  of 
course  made  in  that  species  of  coin  in  which 
it  can  be  sent  abroad  without  loss.  This  was 
exactly  in  accordance  with  the  infonnadon 
which  he  had  just  received  from  an  intelligo^ 
source,  in  one  of  our  large  commercial  cities. 

Hr.  Files  thought  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  Q£t.  Clay)  was  mistaken  in  the 
canses  to  which  he  had  atbibnted  the  acaraity 
of  diver  change,  and  that  he  was  mistaken  in 
the  tBmA  that  a  soardtr  4^  change  existed  in 
the  ootrntry  at  large.  He  thooght  there  was 
no  such  scarcity ;  he  knew,  in  many  i^eoes,  it 
was  abundant,  Within  his  own  experieace^ 
banks  had  refused  to  receive  it.  This  was  a 
convincing  proof  that  there  was  abandtoce 
of  it.  It  is  known  to  every  one  who  has  in- 
quired into  this  subject,  that  silver  cfauige  is 
never  exported,  becanse  its  nominal  value  in  a 
foreign  market  would  be  l<st,  and  it  could  only 
be  dlq>08ed  <Hf  as  bullion  to  be  reooined,  ooca- 
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doDlng  mneh  loss  by  the  process.  There  ma^ 
be  a  scarcity  of  ohan^  in  some  States,  bnt 
that  is  the  resnlt  of  their  paper  sjrstems.  The 
hostility  of  paper  to  silver  is  well  known; 
indeed,  so  hostile  is  it,  that  where  it  has  the 
power,  even  silver  flpennyhits  are  driven  out 
of  circulation.  What  was  the  resnlt  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  the  mint  was  located,  daring 
the  late  snspension !  In  that  city,  which,  pre- 
vious to  the  suspension,  was  thoroughly  satu- 
rated with  stiver  change,  after  the  barrier  was 
broken  down  and  the  emission  of  shinplasters 
anthorized,  no  change  whatever  could  be  pro- 
cared.  In  a  single  night,  the  state  of  things 
was  completely  changed.  Instead  of  on 
abondanoe  of  rilver  change,  there  was  an  entire 
alKence  of  it.  And  a  similar  result  will 
always  follow  a  similar  cause ;  and  to  the 
exten»on  of  our  paper  system,  the  oircnlatiun 
of  one  dollar  notes,  and  notes  for  a  fractional 
part  of  a  dollar,  may  we  much  more  appropria- 
tely look  for  the  scarcity  of  silver  change,  than 
the  operations  of  the  gold  hill  of  1886. 

^r.  Stranoe  said,  that,  upon  reflection,  he 
was  entirely  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentncky  was  grossly  mistaken  in  the  posi- 
tions laid  down  by  him.  Every  man  knew 
that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  of  specie 
in  the. country,  since  we  passage  of  the  gold 
bill.  Now  this  increase  ooold  not  be  uto- 
gether  in  gold,  but  most  be  partly  in  diver  and 
portly  in  gold.  He  was  also  satisfied  that 
there  cot^d  not  be  the  difference  in  valne,  be- 
tween the  gold  and  silver  coinage,  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentncky  supposed ;  for  he 
believed  that  their  relative  valne  was  as 
nicely  adjusted  as  it  was  possible  for  human 
ingenuity  to  do  it;  indeed,  this  was  ^own 
to  be  the  case  by  the  prices  corroit  in  f6reign 
oonntries. 

The  Senator  from  Kentncky  had  attributed 
the  disimpearance  of  sUver  specie  to  ezporta- 
ti<ni,  ana  he  attributed  it  to  the  hoarding  of 
it  by  the  banks,  and  putly  by  Individnals. 
Change  was  a  thing  tiiat  was  never  exported. 

country  most  oe  reduced  to  the  lowest 
ebb,  before  it  would  suffer  the  inoonvenlenoe 
and  loss  of  sending  it  abroad ;  because  It  must 
go  as  mere  bnlli<m,  to  be  recoined,  in  the 
countries  to  whldi  it  is  sent.  Every  man  of 
reason  and  reflection^  could  see  at  once  the 
true  cause  for  this  scarcity;  and  upon  the 
aomidest  principles  of  philosophy,  when  one 
good  cause  presents  itself  it  was  idle  to  search 
for  another.  He  would  not  have  troubled  the 
Senate  with  these  remarks,  hut  for  the  im- 
mediate connection  the  snbjeot  had  with 
his  consdtnents  and  himself  and  bnt  for  the 
lUse  poidtion  li^  down  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky. 

That  Senator  seemed  to  have  taken  Horth 
Carolina  under  his  especial  charge,  and  to  have 
felt  himself  called  upon  to  t&e  part  in  the 
public  struggles  withm  her.  When  he  and  his 
colleague,  some  lime  ago,  introduced  certain 
rcMdutioBs  ocnning  Cmn  their  State^  the  Sana- 


tor  took  the  unusual  course  of  appearing  as 
the  advocate  of  one  of  the  political  parties  of 
that  State,  and,  in  a  lengthened  address,  assign- 
ing his  views  as  to'Uie  oomplezion  of  the  docu- 
ment, and  the  course  of  the  Korth  Carolina 
Senotors  on  this  floor.  And  what  followed! 
Why,  a  garbled  statement  of  the  debate  was 
immediately  sent  out,  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
this  city,  in  advance  of  the  tme  statement, 
contiUning  the  answers  of  his  colleague  and 
himself ;  and  no  doubt  the  intended  effect  was 
produced  before  the  contradiction  could  over- 
take the  mlsreprewntation,  which  was  pub- 
lished in  every  Whig  paper  in  the  State. 
What  was  the  case  now  f  These  bti&g  North 
Carolina  resolutions,  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, who  seems  to  take  such  an  interest  in 
that  State,  rises  in  his  place,  and  assumes  a 
position  in  relation  to  them,  which,  if  uncon- 
tradicted, will  have  an  untkvorable  effect 
on  the  public  mind.  We  must,  sud  Mr.  S.,  be 
more  fortunate  now  than  usual,  if  the  contra- 
diction accompanies  the  assertion. 

Mr.  Clat,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  prolong  this  discussion,  but  he  would 
assure  the  Senator  fiwm  North  Carolina  that 
he  had  not  the  least  inclination  to  interfere 
between  him  and  his  constitnents.  When  the 
resolutions  from  the  L^islature  of  North 
Carolina  instructing  her  Senatora  were  pre- 
sented, he  had  offered  some  remarks  because 
they  had  adverted  to  matters  of  general  inter- 
est, and  if  an  incorrect  report  of  them  had 
^ne  forth  to  the  world,  no  one  would  regret 
It  more  than  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
pleased  had  the  discussion  been  published  jnst 
as  it  occurred  in  the  Senate,  but  he  had  no 
agency  or  control  of  the  subject.  So  much  for 
that  matter.  This  morning  the  Senator  pre- 
sents resolutions  on  the  subject  of  silver 
change,  and  I,  having  witliin  a  few  days  receiv- 
ed communications  from  different  sections  of 
the  country  on  the  same  sul^ject  think  proper 
to  make  a  fbw  ranarks;  was  this  interfsnng 
betweffli  the  Smator  and  his  ccmstituentai 
He  thou^t  not  But  the  Senator  seems  to 
think  that  I  am  mistaken  in  the  cause  to 
which  I  attribute  thetscarcity  of  silver  chan^ 
viz:  the  unequal  valuation  of  the  gold  bilL 
But  did  not  facts  bear  out  the  assertion  ?  Look 
at  the  importation  of  specie  since  the  passage 
of  the  gold  bill.  Is  It  not  almost  exclusively 
in  gold?  and  whyf  Because  of  the  apprecia- 
tion of  that  metal  and  the  depreciation  of  silver 
by  that  bill.  This  affords  a  greater  profit  on 
the  importation  of  gold,  and  hence  there  is  not 
a  proportionate  supply  of  silver— the  metal 
which  famishes  change.  So,  too,  when  ex- 
change with  foreign  nations  is  against  na, 
and  it  beccoiws  profitable  to  export  speme,  it 
is  found  more  advantageous  to  send  silver  than 
gold ;  and  hence  a  cause  of  the  scarcity  of 
change  in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  other 
cities,  which  are  more  immediately  subject 
to  be  dr^ed  of  their  specie  by  their  contignity 
to  our  orauneroe.  He  did  iu>t  oonnder  him- 
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self  in&llible  on  this  sabject,  bat  in  ezpress- 
IfiK  his  views  or  theories  on  the  matter,  he 
did  not  think  he  was  doing  an;  thing  improper 
as  an  American  citizen  or  a  member  of  tbe 
Senate. 

Mr.  Btrakob  was  Terj  nnwilling  to  prolong 
this  debate,  but  he  bad  been  drawn  into  it  very 
unexpectedly  and  unwiUioglr.  He  had  assum- 
ed a  position,  which  he  felt  bound  to  m^tain 
the  truth  and  reason  ot  He  said  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  guilty  of  apetUio 
prineipii—tb&t  he  bad  assumed  a  pnuciple 
not  founded  on  faot  This  the  Senator  had 
denied,  but  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  had 
shown  a  better  reason  for  the  disappearance  of 
^rer  change  than  he  had  given  in  the  be^- 
ning ;  and  if  he  was  right,  tnere  was  no  reason 
for  its  exportation,  bat  a  very  good  reasm  for 
its  importation. 

The  Senator  could  not  escape  from  his  posi- 
tion, for  whatever  relative  difference  there  was 
between  ^Id  and  silver,  paper  was  still  cheap- 
er than  either.  He  admitted  that  the  number 
(^oned(dlar  notes  was  greatly  rednced.  But 
imall  bUla,  even  as  low  as  three  ddlars,  were 
rt^  in  oiroolation,  to  a  great  extent,  and  these, 
as  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  dronlate, 
had  the  tendency  to  exclnde  change  from  cir- 
culation, and  cause  it  to  be  hoarded.  The  Sen- 
ator said  that  the  banks  bad  no  interest  in 
hoarding  ^cie.  Bnt  this  argument  conld  not 
stand,  for  it  was  their  interest  to  hold  on  to  all 
the  specie  they  could  get,  so  as  to  circulate 
their  own  not^  and  this  was  tbe  true  cause 
for  the  disappearance  of  change.  It  was,  there- 
fore, perfectly  idle  to  search  for  any  other 
cause,  or  to  talk  about  the  exportation  of  the 
smaller  coin  which  never  was  resorted  to. 
When  the  gold  bill  was  passed  it  was  not  to 
elevate  gold,  but  to  bring  it  to  Its  tme  Talae, 
whui  compared  witii  silver.  It  was  contended 
that  the  gold  coin  was  above  par,  and  was, 
oiHueqnenuy,  so  Taloable  for  exportation,  that 
St  could  not  remain  in  the  country.  The  bill 
was,  therefore,  passed  to  remedy  that  evil, 
and  he  had  nodoabt  bnt  it  had  effected  that 
object 

Mr.  Ldmfkik  said  he  did  not  intend  to  enter 
hito  a  discussion  of  the  relative  value  of  gold 
and  silver  coins,  but  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  object  of  the  Le^slatore  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  object  of  the  people  of  the  Southern 
Atlantic  and  Soath-westem  States,  was  to  ob- 
tun  a  Bopply  of  silver  change  in  place  of  the 
odIoQS  shmplasters  which  now  Infested  the  in- 
terior. With  proper  Ugiidatitm  it,  was  obvioos 
tiiat  that  o1]4ect  could  be  effected  greatly  to  the 
interest  of  uie  people,  without  any  expense  to 
the  Government  It  was  known  to  all  ao- 
quamted  with  mining  operations,  that  where 
gold  was  found,  there  was  a  proportion  of  »1- 
ver  found  vrith  it.  Now,  under  tiie  existing 
^  laws,  the  branch  mints  were  not  allowed  to 
*  coin  silver  change,  though  they  had  bad  a 
SQfficien<;y  of  silver  for  tliat  purpose,  which,  if 
ccMned,  woold  not  be  ezpcffted,  but  go  into  the 
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circulation  of  the  country,  in  place  of  thoae  6kby 
shinplasters  which  now  nsorped  their  plan. 
That  was  the  object  of  these  r^olntions,  and  it 
was  out  of  place  to  go  into  any  foreign  cansjcs 
for  the  scarcity  compluned  of. 

Mr.  Bbnton  applauded  the  sound  and  practi- 
cal views  presented  by  tbe  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, (Mr.  LvHFKiN,)  and  conndered  what  ha 
a^d  to  be  oitirdy  condurive  on  the  point  to 
which  he  directed  his  observations.  He  did 
not  rise  to  add  any  tiling  to  those  remarks,  bnt 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  report 
from  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasury,  which  had 
just  been  printed,  and  laid  on  our  tables,  and 
which  might  not  yet  have  been  oboervm  by 
members.  It  was  a  report  which  ouitained 
tbe  precise  information  which  this  ooovefsa- 
tion^  debate  required,  and  which  woold  show 
bow  great  was  the  error  of  soppoMng  that  gold 
coin  had  been  overvalued  in  the  United  St^ea, 
by  the  act  of  1884,  and  how  far  that  act  was 
from  preventing  an  importation  of  silver,  or 
causing  it  to  be  exported,  or  banishing  alver 
change. 

It  wonld  be  recollected,  Ut.  B.  ttoA,  Hat  Oe 
fiiends  of  bard  money  hail  passed  two  InDs  is 
1834— a  silver  bill,  as  wdl  as  a  gold  biH  Ihe 

olject  of  the  latter  was  to  correct  the  error 
our  gold  standard;  the  object  of  the  fonner 
was  to  repeal  the  law  pa^ed  by  tbe  United 
States  Bank  party  in  1619  to  ill^ize  the  cir- 
culation of  aU  silver  except  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars, of  which,  in  consequence  of  the  oeseatioa 
of  the  Spanish  dominion  over  Mexico  and  South 
America,  there  were  no  longer  any  coined.  It 
was,  therefore,  an  act  to  illegalixe  tbe  drcula- 
tion  of  the  only  ulver  which  came  to  as. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  these  biDt^ 
ocmtinaed  Mr.  B.,  the  mostlugnbrions  vatieiaa- 
tions  were  indulged  in  by  the  papo'-inooey 
party.  They  wvn  inoessant  and  vuieraait  in 
their  declarations  that  the  hard-moDer  cnirtn- 
cy  was  ruined ;  that  gold  was  debased ;  tiiat  it 
wonld  supersede  diver,  prevent  its  importa- 
tion, cause  its  exportation,  and  drive  it  oot  «f 
the  ooontry ;  and  that  we  ^oold  have  no  hard- 
money  currency  bnt  a  debased  gold  cmnage. 
These  were  the  dedarationa  incontinently  re- 
peated at  that  time ;  and  now,  after  upwards 
of  four  years*  experience,  how  stands  the  fMtt 
Sur,  the  fact  stands  thns :  that  so  far  from  pre- 
venting the 'importation  of  silver,  the  actual 
importation  of  that  coin  has  exceeded  thir^- 
five  ndllions  of  dollars  since  the  paasage  of  As 
gold  bill ;  being  the  laivest  importation  ot  that 
coin  which  has  ever  tuen  place  rinoe  the  e»- 
tabliahmait  of  the  Federal  Govemnieiit.  So 
much  for  importation ;  now  for  the  exportation; 
uid  here  it  is  seen  that  the  export,  instead  of 
being  confined  to  silver,  was,  at  the  only  time 
that  a  commercial  exportation  took  place,  which 
was  in  the  R>ring  of  1887,  when  tbe  banks  sos- 
pended,  for  lai^r  of  gold,  in  proporti<m  to  the 
quantity  of  the  two  metals  which  were  in  the 
country,  than  it  was  of  ulver.  The  report  itf 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy  shows  ^at  the 
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export  of  gold  was,  daring  tiiat  year,  $1,838,- 
000,  while  the  export  of  silver  was  only  12,766,- 
000.  Now,  the  qnaotitj  of  silver  in  the  coun- 
try at  that  Ume  was  at  least  fonr  times  greater 
than  that  of  gold ;  and,  therefore,  the  export 
of  silver  sfaonld  have  been  eight  or  nine  mil- 
liom  to  liave  been  in  pn^xution  to  the  gcdd, 
while  it  tras  not,  in  fact,  so  mnoh  as  me  mil- 
lion more.  Thus  it  is  proved  that  our  gold 
bill  has  nether  prevented  the  importation  of 
ulver,  nor  caused  its  exportation.  There  is  ap- 
wards  of  seventy  millions  of  silver  now  in  the 
eonntry,  be»des  the  gold ;  and  the  only  canee 
of  its  disappearanoe  from  cironlation  is  in  the 
delnge  of  small  notes  with  which  the  paper^ 
money  party  floods  the  land. 

So  much  for  silver :  with  respeot  to  gold,  the 
same  report  shows  that  we  have  imported  abont 
twenty-ux  millions,  either  in  gold  coin  or  bnl- 
iion,  since  the  passase  of  the  gold  bill ;  that 
there  has  been  coined  of  the  former  gold  of  the 
United  States  abont  a  million  and  a  qnarter ; 
and  of  native  bullion  about  two  ndUionB  and  a 
half;  making  an  acquisition  of  that  metal,  In 
about  fonr  years,  of  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 
without  conoting  what  came  in  by  emigrants, 
and  escaped  r^istry  at  iho  custom-houses. 
The  whole  acquisition  of  gold  and  silver  since 

1883,  when  the' United  States  Bank  charter 
was  vetoed,  and  when  our-hsrd-money  policy 
first  commenced,  is  at  least  eightr  millions; 
vhioli,  added  to  twenty  millions  which  was  in 
the  country  at  that  time,  makes  at  least  one 
hundred  millions  now  in  the  country. 

Besides  the  view  of  our  acqnisition  of  gold 
and  silver  since  the  two  hard-money  bills  of 

1884,  the  same  report  of  the  Beoretary  of  the 
TreaauiT  shows  us  the  state  ctf  the  dradation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  Umted  States  dnrii^  the 
whole  period  of  its  existence ;  and  this  state- 
ment shows  us  that  the  quantity  of  gold  now  in 
the  United  States  is  near  three  times  the  average 
circulation  of  that  Bank,  and  near  one-third 
more  thai;  it  ever  was  at  its  most  expanded 
period.  The  average  circulation  of  that  Bank 
was  only  eleven  millions  of  dollars ;  its  highest 
annual  circulation  was  only  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, whUe  our  gold  coin  is  now  actually  about 
thirty  millions.  This  being  the  case,  we  ought 
to  have  a  plentiful  gold  currency ;  we  ou^ht  to 
have  three  times  as  much  sold  in  circulation  as 
we  formerly  had  of  United  States  Bank  notes. 
But  thia  is  not  the  ease ;  and  why  f  Beoanse 
the  banks  hoard  the  gold,  and  will  not  pay  it 
ont  in  redemption  of  thdr  notM,  and  beeauae 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  enoom-ages 
and  fosters  that  practice  of  the  banks  by  us- 
pensing  with  the  use  of  gold,  and  using  the  notes 
of  ^e  banks  in  the  collection  and  disbnrsement 
of  its  revenue.  As  long  as  this  is  the  case — so 
long  as  the  Federal  Government  uses  bank  pa- 
per— gold  will  remain  locked  up  in  the  banks ; 
and  there  will  be  no  way  to  get  it  ont  of  them 
but  to  make  them  overflow — to  gorge  them — 
to  bring  so  much  gold  into  the  ooundy  that  the 
banks  cannot  hoard  the  whole  <tf  it 
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This  is  another  prool^  continued  Hr.  B.,  t^at 
gold  is  not  debased  by  our  new  law.  If  it  was 
debased — if  it  was  reduced  below  its  relative 
value  to  silver — it  would  be  always  pud  ont  in 
preference  to  silver ;  but  it  is  not  so  paid  out. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  hng^  and  horded  by 
^e  banks;  they  will  ^ve  sdver  fw  their  notes, 
but  they  make  apologies  when  you  want  gold. 

There  is  still  another  proof  on  this  head ;  it 
is  to  be  found  in  every  price  current.  Look  to 
the  relative  value  of  American  gold  and  silver 
in  any  one  of  these  papers,  and  yon  wiU  always 
find  it  to  be  about  equal.  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars— ^those  with  a  Spani^  king's  head,  especi- 
ally the  pillar  dollan,  the  column  of  Hercules 
dollare — they  bear  a  preminm,  because  they  are 
wanted  for  exportation  to  the  East,  where  their 
currency,  for  three  centuries  and  a  ha]f,  has 
made  them  the  most  acceptable  foreign  coin 
which  ean  be  carried  to  the  Asiatic  or  A£ican 
countries ;  but  American  gold  coin  and  silver 
are  even  in  the  market. 

No,  sir.  Gold  does  not  expel  silver,  but 
small  bank  notes  and  shioplasters  do  ezpu  It. 
A  political  parfy,  and  the  banks  in  their  inter- 
est, do  all  they  can  to  banish  both  gold  and  sil- 
ver ;  and  it  is  ^e  bounden  duty  of  ^e  Federal 
Government  to  cease  to  be  accessory  to  another 
explosion  of  the  banks  by  continuing  to  dis- 
pense with  the  use  of  coin,  and  continuing  to 
use  paper  money.  Another  explosion  is  com- 
ing. It  will  come  as  certainly  as  the  revoln- 
tion  of  the  seasons ;  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment should  foresee  the  event,  and  provide 
agunst  it  by  going  back  to  the  act  of  1789,  and 
acting  upon  uat  act,  and  receiving  nothing  but 
gold  and  ^ver  in  payment  of  its  revenues. 
TUs  woold  dieok  bank  ex^nnons,  and  protect 
the  country  as  well  as  theTederal  Treasury. 

At  lOf  premium  on  foreign  exchange,  exporta- 
tion of  specie  begins.  The  cotton  dealing  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  can  pat  it  up  to  that  point 
any  day  that  it  pleases.  It  put  it  up  in  May  of 
1887;  the  exportation  of  specie  immediately 
began;  and  over  every  parcel  exported  the 
paper-money  party  shouted,  exulted,  and  tri- 
umphed, as  if  a  great  victoiy  had  been  achiev- 
ed. And  so  it  will  be  again.  The  premium  on 
foreign  exchanges  is  now  upwards  of  S  per 
centum ;  it  can  be  made  10|r  moment ; 

then  for  exporting  specie,  triumphing  again, 
more  panics,  shutting  op  banks;  and  dialling 
the  whole  apon  the  Demooratio  Administra- 
tion. 

To  return  to  the  Iforfh  Carolina  resolution ; 

it  is  a  wise,  just,  and  necessary  measure  whion 
it  requires.  .The  branch  mints  should  coin  ril- 
ver  change ;  they  will  be  able  to  supply  it  to 
districts  of  interior  country,  which  cannot  ob- 
tain supplies  from  New  Orleans  or  Philadel- 

Jhia.  Tnis  Administration,  and  that  of  Gen. 
ockson,  have  begun  to  ftimish  a  national  sup- 
ply of  silver  chwge.  They  have  done  mach ; 
but  it  is  only  the  commencement  of  what  ought 
to  be  done.  The  country  does  not  yet  feel  uie 
supply.  Nine-tenths  of  the  Unitw  has  no  BUver 
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ohuge  of  oor  ocdnage.  It  will  take  rears  of 
doee  work  at  all  onr  miots  to  give  as  tiie  sapply 
of  this  duuiffd  which  France  and  Eiif^and  luu, 
an  three  ddlan  ahead  to  each  person  <rf  tiirir 
whole  popolatioD.  It  will  take  us  several  years 
to  attam  that  point ;  and  we  need  it  more  than 
the  French  and  Engliafa  do ;  for  we  have  to 
goard  against  the  shinplaster  party ;  we  have  to 
inutfd  against  another  deluge  of  shinplasters  at 
uie  next  snspension  of  the  banks ;  we  have  to 
guard  against  this  pestilence;  and  it  is  oar 
business  to  provide  sach  an  ample  supply  of 
^ver  change  that  there  can  be  no  pretext  for 
another  issae  of  this  pestiferous  stnfE. 

Silver  change  is  never  exported ;  and  this  is 
another  reason  for  an  ainple  snf^ly  of  it.  Two 
or  three  dollars  ahead,  'for  onr  whole  popula- 
tion, ooght  to  beoolned  in  SO  cent,  10  oenl^  and 
5  oent  meoes. 

Mr.  Beown  observed  that  he  was  not  in  his 
Beat  when  his  honorable  colleagae  presented 
the  resolutions,  hut  he  had  heard  a  part  of  the 
debate  which  had  grown  out  oi  them.  He  rose 
now  for  the  purpose  of  declining  to  enter  into 
the  discuBsion  on  what  he  cooaidered  a  mere 
abstract  proposition.  The  Senate  had  g^ven  the 
best  proof  of  its  conviction  of  the  value  of  silver 
dreiilati(»i,  by  passing  the  bill  which  be  intro- 
duced at  the  early  part  of  the  sesrion,  to  an- 
thorize  the  branch  mints  to  coin  silver  change. 
He  had  now  nothing  fiirther  to  say  than  to  ex- 
press thehwe  that  this  bill  would  receive  a  fit- 
Torable  oonnderaUon  In  ano&er  quarter. 

On  motion  by  Hr.  SnuNon,  the  resolutions 
were  then  liUd  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


HOUBS  07  REPBE8ENTATITXS. 
HoNsjLT,  February  4. 
T«mumt  AmU-Skuery  Setolutunu. 

This  being  petition  day,  the  Spxakbb  an- 
noonced,  as  the  first  business  in  order,  the  Joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  pre- 
sented two  weeks  ago  by  Mr.  Evibitt,  on  the 
sulyect  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colombia,  the  slave-trade,  etc.,  which 
Hr.  E.  bad  moved  to  have  readjjirinted,  and 
referred  to  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  ihe  Union. 

The  Ohaib  had  decided  that  these  resolu- 
tions fell  within  the  operation  of  Hr.  Athes- 
ton's  resolution  of  the  12tli  of  December,  and 
that  they  most  go  on  the  table,  in  the  words  of 
thUt  order,  without  being  read,  printed,  debated, 
or  referred. 

Mr.  EvxRETT  took  an  appeal  from  that  de- 
cision. 

The  Sfxaxks  stated  tiie  grounds  of  his  de- 
<Mon  Bubetantially  as  fbUows:  certain  Joint 
resolutions  were  presented  from  the  Lefp'slatnre 
of  Yennont,  embracing,  among  other  things, 
the  sutjject  of  the  aboUtion  of  slavery  in  ute 
IMsiiiot  of  Ckdnmlna,  the  slave-trade  b^een 


[2Sia  OoHt 

the  States,  and  fbe  adndarian  of  nev  Qbttm  in- 
to the  Union.  The  Chaib  dedded  that  them 
portions  of  the  menutrials  «*  resdntioDS,  vnder 
the  order  of  tlie  Hwue  of  the  12th  oi  Deoember 
last,  would  lie  on  the  table.  Any  other  por- 
tion of  the  resolutions  which  merely  went  ta 

grotest  agunst  that  order,  would  not  fall  with- 
1  the  operation  of  it  Upon  presKiting  these 
resolutions,  the  gentleman  from  Yennont  moved 
that  they  be  read,  printed,  and  r^erred  to  & 
committee — 

Mr.  EvKBBTT.  To  a  Committee  "Wbak 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Spxubb.  It  is  the  same  thing.  The 
Chaib  then  reiterated  sevwal  former  decisions 
of  the  House,  identical  with  tiie  one  then  under 
oonrideration.  In  the  first  session  of  the  SiOk 
Congress,  while  the  select  committee  raieed 
under  the  resolution  of  Hr.  Punmtii  on  tb« 
subject  of  s]avei7  was  in  existence,  a  gende- 
man  from  Yii^ia,  not  now  a  member  of  this 
House,  (Mr.  Patton,)  presented  certain  Joint  m- 
olutions  of  the  L^^slatnre  of  tbat  State  co 
the  subject  of  AbolitioD,  and  moved  their  ref- 
erence to  that  committee  with  certain  in- 
structions. There  was  an  ensting  order  then 
in  force  for  the  reference  of  all  papers  on  tins 
subject  to  that  select  committee,  under  similar 
prohibitions  against  being  read,  debtfed,  Ae^ 
and  under  the  gen^«l  phraseology  of  that 
order,  the  present  &>eaiker  decided  that  resolu- 
tions of  State  lieg^BUtores  fell  witUn  its  ordtf. 
From  that  dendcm  Mr.  Fatton  toA  an  anieal, 
and  upon  s  stdemn  vote  ot  the  House  tM  de- 
cision was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  Itt  to  40. 
Upon  the  point  as  to  reading  such  rescdittioBS, 
tiie  same  question  was  deci&d  at  the  same,  and 
again  at  the  subsequent  sesmms,  viz^  that, 
under  the  then  existing  orders,  they  could  not 
be  read.  At  the  same  seanon  of  that  Congress, 
a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  AboUticm, 
was  presented  by  the  same  gentieman  from 
Yermont,  who  asked  for  its  reading.  Ibe 
Speaker  decided  it  most  go  to  the  select  oom- 
mittee without  reading,  and  the  House  aeqiu- 
esced  in  that  dedsion.  At  the  second  sesswn 
d  that  Congress,  the  gentleman  from  Mu»- 
chnsetts,  (Hr.  Anufa,)  after  the  adc^tion  c^an 
order  riniilar  to  the  one  now  in  force,  present- 
ed a  memorial  on  the  sutject  of  Abolitiae, 
and  called  for  its  reading.  The  Speaker  dedd* 
ed  that  it  must  go  on  the  table  withmit  being 
read,  printed,  or  referred,  reciting  the  words 
of  the  order.  An  appeal  was  taken  from  this 
dccbion,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on  the  taUe. 
On  the  same  occasion,  Mr.  Adaub  presented 
upwards  of  twenty  other  similar  petitions,  sod 
asked  the  reading  of  each.  The  Spei^er  made 
the  same  decision  in  each  case,  the  geoUeman 
appealed  in  every  one  of  them,  and  the  ^peals 
were  severally  uud  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of 
the  House.  These  qnestiras  had  been  repeat- 
edly settied  by  the  Honse. 

Hr.  BnoKsozr  had  intended,  at  first,  he  said, 
to  ^mand  tiie  previous  qnestion,  but  be  now 
moved  to  lay  the  i^peal  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  Etekkit  called  for  the  yeaa  and  najs  on 
that  motion,  whu^  bdog  (Hw^red,  wen — jea» 
1S3,  nays  44. 

Mr.  EvKBKTT  then  moved  to  refer  that  por- 
tion of  the  resolations  relaUng  only  to  the  rea- 
clution  of  the  12tlv  of  December  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Hr.  Dbomgoou  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table, 
vhioh  waa  agreed  to  lAthont  a  division. 


UrSBBTATEL 

TcisD'AT,  Febmary  6, 

Armed  Occupation  and  Settlement  o/I^orida. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  Benton,  the  bill  for  the 
umed  occupation  and  settlement  of  Florida 
waa  taken  np,  and  disoossed  bj  MesBra.  Bdt* 
TVS  J  Fbeskw,  and  Lnm. 


Thttibdat,  Febmary  7. 

jBemtmairanee  againtt  outtida  Inter/erenee  with 
Slavery  in  the  District  <if  Columbia. 

Hr.  Out,  of  K«itacky,  pres&nted  a  memo- 
rial, ngned  by  a  number  oi  the  inbabitanta  of 
the  District  m  Colombia,  remonstrating  against 
the  interference  of  the  citixois  of  othw  parts  of 
the  country:  ia  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
District,  and  against  any  action  on  the  part  of 
Congress  in  comfdianoe  with  anch  onauthor- 
iaed  interference. 

After  giving  an  abstract  of  the  contents  of 
the  memorial,  Mr.  C.  said  he  would  embrace 
the  opportonity  of  presenting  his  views  on  the 
flubjeot  of  these  Abolition  petitions.  He  aaid 
he  had  been,  and  was  still  of  the  opinion,  that 
■&.e  proper  coarse  for  the  disposal  of  these  pe- 
titions would  have  been  to  receive  them,  and 
refer  them  to  an  appropriate  committee,  who 
mi|^  present  to  the  commnim^  a  strtMig  and 
a^mratative  appeal  on  the  nitdect,  X  ma- 
jority of  the  Senate  thonght  otherwise ;  and 
while  they  had  no  intention  to  violate  the  right 
of  petition,  the  course  which  they  had  adopted 
had  enabled  the  Abolitionists  to  represent  them 
as  having  done  so,  and  thereby  greatiy  to  in- 
crease their  nsmerical  strength.  He  sud  that 
the  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  and  in  the  Territories  was  but  a  means 
of  accomplishing  the  ultimate  aim  of  the  Abo- 
litionists— universal  emancipation.  They  were 
stages,  and  short  stages  to  a  bloody  goal — 
emancipation  without  compensation,  and  with- 
^out  moral  preparation.  For  this  they  were  at- 
'tempting  to  excite  the  people  one  section  of 
the  Union  agtinst  another  section,  by  exagge- 
raited  pictures  of  the  horrors  of  alavenr.  Henoe 
their  continnal  a^tation  of  the  subjeot,  and 
tiieir  attempt  to  connect  it  with  the  political 
controversies  of  the  country.  He  alluded  to 
the  distinffoished  a^tator  on  another  sphere, 
(O'Connell,)  who  has  sud  that  we  should  bo 
occluded  from  the  req>ectable  so^ty  of  Eu- 
rope; aaod^y  to  which  he  himself  has  (ndy  a 
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kind  of  contraband  admittance,  and  was  tole- 
rated with  a  soornftil  repugnance.  He  consid* 
ered  his  ebullitions  as  the  malignant  ravings  of 
the  plunderer  of  his  own  country,  and  the  li- 
beller of  a  kindred  people.  He  said  that  persons 
of  both  sections,  and  of  the  different  political 
parties  of  the  Union,  have  endeavored  to  profit 
by  the  Abolition  excitement  Previous  to  the 
late  Presidential  election,  Mr,  Van  Boren  had 
been  charged  with  being  an  Abolitiomst.  He 
(Mr.  0.)  never  participated  or  believed  ia  this 
charge.  No,  nr,  he  is  no  Abolitionist.  He 
conjured  Abolitionists  to  pause,  and  look  on 
the  dreadful  precipice  towards  which  they  were 
huirying  oar  beloved  country.  He  denied  that 
Congress  had  any  power  to  l^slato  upon  the 
sttl^eot  of  slavOTy.  He  said  that  bjr  the  Uis* 
soon  compromise^  Florida  hod  a  right,  when 
she  had  the  requisite  Dopulation,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  Union  with  tlie  institution  of  slavery. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so 
long  as  slavery  did  not  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortable occupation  of  the  District  as  a  seat  of 
Government  for  the  Union,  whicJi  was  provid- 
ed by  the  act  of  cession.  The  idea  of  Congress 
bavbg  power  to  prohibit  Ihe  transportation  <^ 
slaves  from  one  Stste  to  another,  was  preposter- 
ous. He  said  that  the  ultimate  aim  of  Abolition- 
iats  waa  emanci{}ation,  the  universal  emancipa- 
tion of  three  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States.  These  were,  on  au  average,  worth  at 
least  four  hundred  dollars  each ;  and  thus  would 
result  the  destniction  of  property  to  the  amount 
of  twelve  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  nngla 
fiat  of  legislation.  It  was  said  there  was  no 
right  of  property  in  slaves ;  but  that  was  prop- 
erty which  the  laws  made  property.  If  Aboli- 
tionists were  sincere,  they  should  begin,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  to  raise  these  twelve  nundred 
millions  of  dollars,  for  it  would  be  the  height 
of  ii^ustice  to  ask  citizens  of  slaveholding  States 
to  raise  money  to  pay  for  thwr  own  property. 
He  add  that  the  Abolitionistsu  whatover  they 
might  pro£»s,  were  in  favor  of  amalgamation) 
and  supposed,  as  the  leading  white  Abolition- 
ists evinced  no  disposition  to  commence  the 
work,  that  they  intended  tiiat  it  should  be  car- 
ried out  by  the  poorer  class,  who  were  expect- 
ed to  consent  to  the  vile  and  loathsome  a^ioci- 
ation.  He  said  that  the  two  colors  could  not 
associate  together  on  terms  of  equality;  the 
whites  must  rule  the  blacks,  or  the  blacks 
would  rule  them ;  that  contests  for  superiurity 
would  inevitably  tidce  place,  and  widely  extend- 
cd  carnage  and  desolation  would  be  the  result. 
Our  country,  with  its  happy  popnlati(«L  its 
smiling  cities,  and  weU-ouItlvated  plantations, 
would  present  naught  but  desolated  fields,  con- 
flagrated  cities,  and  scenw  of  butohenr  and 
murder.  Hr.  C.  lUnatrated  and  defended  these 
and  other  positions,  in  an  able  speech  of  nearly 
two  hours  in  length. 

Hr.  Calhoun  sud,  that  when  he  turned  hin 
eyes  back  tor  the  last  twelve  montlis,  and  com- 
pared what  he  then  hoard  with  what  was  now 
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said,  in  the  same  quarter,  he  -waa  foroibfy 
Btmok,  and  he  might  say,  pleasorably,  with  the 
change.  I  think,  said  he,  that  it  was  joet  about 
one  year  since  that  the  Senate  was  engaged  in 
the  discnssion  of  a  series  of  resolntions  relating 
to  the  same  subject  on  wliich  we  hare  heard 
the  Senator  to^ay,  and  which  occopied  the 
time  of  this  body  for  abont  two  weeks,  in  the 
discossion  of  what  many  were  pleased  to  call 
useless  abstractions.  At  that  time  Abolition 
was  advancing  with  stiides  which  threatened 
the  Union  itself.  To  meet  the  approaching 
danger,  he  (Ifr.  0.)  turned  his  eyes  to  State 
Kghta,  as  the  ark  of  our  safety,  and  which  has, 
heretofore,  carried  os  safely  through  every  diffi- 
onlty.  The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred, 
were  put  forward  as  tiie  rallying  ground  for  all 
who  embraced  the  State  Bights  creed.  How 
tiiey  were  recMvod  on  the  C^>poution  side,  he 
would  not  say :  but  on  this  side  he  was  ably 
supported  by  his  Bepnhlican  friends  of  the 
North,  the  gratef\il  recollecUon  of  whidi  he 
should  ever  retain.  That  movement  gave  the 
first  effectual  blow  to  Abolition. 

At  the  close  of  the  session,  it  was  followed 
up  by  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Statw,  which  was  headed  by  the  Senator  from 
Oonuecticut  on  my  right,  (Mr.  Niles.)  It  took 
tiie  same  elevated  ground,  that  this  waa  not  a 
oonaolidated  Government,  but  a  Federal  Re- 
public of  oonfederated  sovereignties ;  and  that 
nether  this  Qovemment  nor  any  of  the  States, 
or  their  (utizens,  had  a  right,  eithor  here  or 
elsewhere,  to  interfere  with  the  domestic  insti* 
tntions  of  the  other  States.  This  address,  fol- 
lowing the  original  move,  had  a  powerfol  ef- 
fect in  oonsolidating  all  of  the  State  Bights 
creed  throughout  the  entire  non-slaveholding 
States  against  the  Abolitionists,  which  effectu- 
ally checked  their  farther  prograss. 

At  the  beginning  of  uiis  session,  another 
movement  on  the  same  principle,  made  in  the 
other  wing  of  the  Capitol,  (Mr.  Atbkbton's 
resolutions,)  and  which  was  sustained  by  a 
strong  majority,  followed  with  the  most  happy 
jeffeot  The  work  was  done.  The  ^irit  <^ 
Abolition  was  overthrown,  of  which  we  have 
a  strong  oonfinnation  in  what  we  have  this  day 
heard.  The  South  was  consolidated  as  am  man 
u^ostit,  and  a  great  political  party  of  the 
North  was  nearly  equally  united  in  opposition ; 
and  he  hoped,  from  indications  that  could 
scarcely  deceive,  that  the  other  party  there 
would  also  soon  be  found  rallied  against  it. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  this  is  a  great  epoch  in  our 
political  history.  Of  all  the  dangers  to  which 
we  have  ever  been  exposed,  tliis  has  been  the 
greatest  We  may  now  consider  it  as  passed. 
The  resolutions  to  which  he  referred,  -with  the 
following  movements,  gave  the  fatal  blow,  to 
which  the  position  now  assumed  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  has  ^ven  the  finishmg 
stroke.  What  has  been  done,  will  he  follovea 
by  a  great  moral  revdution  in  the  tone  of  feel- 
ing and  thinkin|;  In  referenoe  to  the  domestio 
institutions  of  the  South.  Already  the  dlsons- 


[25th  CtHBw 

sion  has  eflboted  a  great  change  among  o«r^ 
selves.  There  were  many,  very  many,  in  flis 
slaveholding  States,  who^  at  the  commenoemat 
of  the  controversy,  hdieved  that  slavery,  wit 

existed  among  as,  was  an  evil  to  be  tolended, 
because  we  could  not  escfq)e  from  it,  but  not  to 
be  defended.  That  has  passed  away.  We  now 
believe  it  has  been  a  great  blessing  to  both  of 
the  races — the  European  and  African,  which, 
by  a  mysterio*  Providence,  have  been  broogh; 
together  in  the  Southern  section  of  this  Unioo. 
The  one  has  greatly  improved,  and  the  other 
has  not  deteriorated ;  while,  in  a  politicalpoiDt 
of  view,  it  has  been  the  great  stay  of  the  Unioa 
and  our  free  institntions,  and  one  of  the  main 
sonroea  of  the  unbounded  imospmitj  of  tbo 
whole.  Now  that  we  have  withstood  ths  Aoek, 
oar  institutions  would  be  viewed  more  fririy 
than  they  have  hitherto  heoi,  and  he  had  no 
apprehendon  bat  that  the  result  would  be 
a  great  change  of  feeling  towards  them,  not 
only  in  our  country,  but  over  the  ravilized 
world. 

I  did  not  rise,  said  Mr.  0.,  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  subject.  I  heard  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  with  pleasore.  Bis  ^eech  will 
have  a  h^py  effect,  and  will  do  ma&i  to  cm- 
summate  what  had  already  been  ao  haptaly 
begun,  and  saooessftally  carried  on  towanu  a 
completion. 


SATum>AT,  February  fi. 
Florida  Armed  Oeeupatum. 

Jb.  Bbnton  moved  to  take  op  the  bOl  for 
the  armed  oooupatioa  of  that  part  of  the  Tem> 
tory  of  Florida*  now  overrun  by  bauds  <tf  map 
rauding  Indians ;  which  moti(»i  was  agreed  te^ 
and  the  bill  was  taken  up  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  quesUon  being  on  the  motkn 
for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU. 

On  tsking  this  questi(mf  it  was  decided  ia 
the  negative  as  fit^wa: 

TxAS.— Messrs.  Ba;r<vd,  Clay  of  Eentocky,  Gby- 
ton,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  McKean,  Heirit^  Monis, 
Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  BobtMns,  B^[les,  Staaith 
of  IncUuia,  Spence,  Swift,  TSUmad^  Webster,  sad 
White— 2a 

Nats.— MesBis.  Allen,  Benton,  Btown,  BndMOHB, 
Calhoun,  Cfay  of  Alabuna,  Cnthbert,  Fulton, 
bard,  Kinr,  Linn,  Lompkin,  Houton,  MIebolas,  SUm, 
Norvell,  Pieive,  Bobinsoo,  8evi«-,  SaaA  of  Oon- 
ncctieut,  Wall,  WiUiama  of  MismsipFi,  Wright,  mi 

Mr.  Benton  offered  seveml  amendments  to' 
the  details  o!  the  bill,  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  WiLUAiis,  of  MisEos^ppi,  offered  an 
amendment  requiring  the  settler  to  be  ofer 
eighteen  years  of  age,  to  be  entitled  to  the 
grant  of  land  provided  fai  the  IhU  ;  which  was 
a^[^;  and, 

On  motihn  by  Ur*  Bssmnr,  the  bill  was  <s<> 
deredtobe  prmted  as  amended,  and  ta 
the  taUe  tOl  llondmr  iie^ 
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Satcbdat,  Febniai7  fi. 
JgplUation  9f  jStomn  to  Jfavigaiion-'Dr. 
Sumtey. 

Ur.  Undkbvood  called  up  the  following  joint 
resolntioD,  r^Kuted  by  him  a  d«r  or  two  a«>, 
A-om  the  Select  Oommittee  ndaed  m  tiie  sob- 
Ject: 

Re*olr)ed  by  the  Senate  and  Souu  of  Repretenta- 
Uvea  of  the  United  StaUt  of  America  in  Congreu 
tatemited,  That  the  Fre«deat  be,  uid  be  U  hereby, 
requested  to  present  to  James  Rumsey,  junior,  the 
eon  and  only  child  of  James  Rnmsey,  deceased,  a 
floitsble  gold  medal,  commemontl7e  of  his  father's 
aerricea  and  Ugh  agency  in  (^vlng  to  the  vtnld  the 
boiefltB  (rfthe  ateamboat. 

The  motion  otKe.  TJ.  being  agreed  to, 
Mr.  RujiSEr,  <tf  Eentookr,  rose  and  said : 
•  James  Rnma^  waa  a  naUve  of  Maryland, 
from  Thioh  State  be  removed,  in  early  man- 
hood, to  Bhepberdstown,  Vii^inia,  where  he 
turned  his  attention  excloBively  to  en^eering 
and  mechanical  poraoits — superintending  for 
a  time  the  operations  of  the  Potomac  company 
in  improving  the  navigation  of  that  river — 
sn^liesting  many  novel  views  in  mechanism, 
and  maldng  varioos  improvements  in  milling 
and  the  application  of  water  power.  As  early 
as  Jnly  or  August,  1768,  as  appears  by  the 
testimony,  he  conceived  the  idea  of  navi- 
gation by  stoam;  and  from  this  time  to  the 
hour  of  his  death  his  whole  Bonl  was  absorbed 
in  this  great  snbject  It  will  be  recollected 
that  at  this  early  period  the  mecSiaMo  arts, 
and,  more  especially,  that  brandi  embracing 
steam  machinery,  were  la  their  very  infancy 
in  America.  There  was  no  steam  machinery 
in  it.  There  were  no  practical  artista  capable 
of  Jbbricating  any.  Even  in  England^though 
some  progress  had  been  made  by  Watt,  Uie 
steam  engine,  and  Its  great  appendage,  the 
boiler  or  generator,  were  rude,  imperfect, 
oomparativeTy  inefficient.  Bamsey  haa  to  in- 
vent, to  originate  eveij  thing — ^to  procure 
from  different  places,  and  different  workshops, 
and,  though  not  a  practical  mechanic,  often  to 
fiumon  and  modi^  with  his  own  bands  the 
varions  parts  of  a  work  even  now  difficolt  and 
complicate.  EVom  the  Inexperience  of  work- 
men, and  the  total  absence  of  all  the  tools  and 
machines  now  collected  in  en^ue  ftctcnies,  hia 
progress  was  necessarily  expensive,  dow,  em- 
barnissed,  and  all  ozecntion  so  imperfect  as  to 
preclude  the  possibility  of  more  than  partial 
success.  Under  these  most  disadvantageous 
circumstances,  he  succeeded  in  the  autumn  of 
1784  in  raalcing  a  private,  but  very  imperfect 
experiment,  in  order  to  test  some  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  liis  invention.  And  notwithstanding 
much  of  his  machinery  was  so  utterly  defective 
as  quickly  to  fwl  in  many  parte,  and  to  require 
renewal  and  reconstruction  throoghont,  yet 
so  well  convinced  was  he  of  ultimate  success 
tnm  this  experiment,  that,  at  the  October 
•esdi«i     tiie  Virgioia  Legjdatare  fi>r  tibuat 
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year,  he  applied  fbr  and  obtuned  an  act 
goanmteeing  to  him  the  exdndve  use  of  his  in- 
vention in  navigating  the  waters  of  the  State. ' 
This  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  statutes 
of  that  Oommonwealth.  About  the  same 
time,  also,  he  commqnicated  his  invention  to 
General  Washington,  as  appears  by  a  letter 
of  that  personage^  the  original  of  which  was 
before  that  committee,  dated  Kovember,  1787, 
to  the  late  Governor  Johnson,  of  Maryland.  It 
seems  that  he  did  not  earlier  make  this  com- 
municaUon  to  Washington,  because  he  had 
not  matured  and  digested  his  plan,  or  tested 
its  truth  by  any,  even  partial  experiments. 
And  when  he  did  make  it,  so  new,  so  bold,  so 
original,  and  unheard  of  was  it,  that  Washing- 
ton declares  in  that  letter  that  he  considered  it 
"  rather  as  an  ebullition  of  hia  genius  "  than  as 
any  thing  likely  to  be  aivllable. 

In  tJie  be^nning  of  the  next  ^ar,  (Jannary, 
1786,)  he  obtdned  a  patent  from  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland  for  navigating  by  steam 
the  bays  and  rivers  of  that  State ;  and  imme- 
diately afterwards  commenced  preparations  for 
an  experiment  on  a  lai^er  scale.  Through 
the  whole  of  this  year,  he  was  deeply  enga^d 
in  building  a  l>oat,  and  procuring,  improv- 
ing, adapting  and  testing  the  several  parts  of 
hia  machinery.  He  did  not,  however,  fVom 
the  causes  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  get 
ready  for  a  public  trial  until  the  year  follow- 
ing, (1786,)  which,  all  things  couiudered,  was 
eimnently  soomssflil.  This  experiment  was 
made  on  the  Potomac,  near  Shepberdstown, 
Vii^nia,  in  the  presence  of  hundreds  of 
spectators.  It  is  proven  by  various  witnesses. 
It  is  described  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Bedtnger, 
and  certified  by  Doctor  Alexander,  of  Balti- 
more, for  whose  hi^h  respectability  I  refer  to 
such  of  the  del^;ation  from  Maryland  as  are 
acqufdnted  with  him.  The  gentleman  near  me 
(Mr.  JENiniB)  says  there  Is  no  one  more 
worthy  of  Am  confidence.  In  this  trial  he 
succeeded,  notwithstanding  the  unavoidable  im- 
perfection of  his  machinery,  in  propelling  hit 
(hat  agavMt  th«  current  by  »Uam  aUne/our  or 
Jive  milea  an  hour.  There  was  long  in  the 
possession  of  one  of  ISa  fiunily  an  andmt 
pamphlet— with  high  evidenm  of  authenticity 
apon  Us  fiu9^  whioh  I  have  often  read,  and  the 
general  contents  <tf  which,  I  know,  are  reotd- 
woted  by  many  persons  in  Kentucky — con- 
taining uie  approbatory  certificates  of  numer- 
ous gentlemen,  who  witnessed  t^is  exhibition; 
amongst  them,  that  of  General  Gates,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Bedinger.  This  pamphlet  has 
been  lost  or  mislaid ;  and  those  interested  have 
been  unable  to  repossess  themselves  of  it,  or 
to  obtain  another  copy.  Bat  independent  of 
this  mass  of  testimony,  the  proof  before  the 
oommittee  as  to  this  experiment  is  so  clear, 
so  ample,  and  conclunve,  that  no  one  can  read 
it  and  donbt  The  results  ot  this  trial  were 
by  no  means  ^soounu^ng.  Soferfromit.,that^ 
says  Doctor  Alexanw,  who  was  cm  board, . 
"every  person  present  beUeved  that  Jlr. 
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Biunser  had  accotnpliahed  all  his  widies." 
The  firat  efforts  of  fUtoa  in  America,  more 
than  twenty  years  after,  were  bat  little  more 
sucoessfal.  It  was  not  tmtil  after  repeated 
trials — great  and  extensive  modifications  and 
improTements,  requiring  madi  time  and  money, 
and  testing  to  the  ntmoat  the  liberal  patronage 
of  Livingston — that  he  sacceeded  in  obtaining 
a  velooity  reasonably  asefal.  And  even  the 
utmost  rapidity  with  which  he  navigated  bis 
boats  was  far,  inSnitely  far,  behind  that  which 
flabseqnent  improvement  has  achieved.  I  speak 
not  this  in  disparagement  of  Fnlton.  It  can- 
not be  so  Doderstood.  Great  Inventions,  re- 

Siniring  complicate  maohinei^,  are  never  per- 
ected  and  sddom  made  eminently  nsefm-at 
once.  High  excellence  is  rarely  attained  nntil 
the  mechanical  world  has  tendered  its  offer- 
ings—poured  in  its  contribations  throngh  a 
hmg  series  of  years.  Time,  labor,  money, 
repeated  modifications  and  experiments — the 
conjoint  suggestions  of  practical  and  theoreti- 
cal mechanics,  are  all  prerequisite  and  auxiliary 
to  the  perfectoation  of  a  great  invention. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  printing  press  of  our 
day,  throwing  off  tboasands  of  accarate  irapres- 
eions  in  an  boor.  From  its  wondrons  celerity 
in  moltiplying  copies,  and  throngh  the  agency 
of  Bteam  on  the  land  and  the  water,  scatter- 
ing tliem  fiir  and  near,  it  may  alm(»t  be  oom- 
pued,  in  its  o^iaeity  for  tiie  diffasion  of  Intel- 
leotou  light,  to  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  in  his 
cwadty  f6r  shedding  physical  warmth  and 
radian oe  upon  the  world.  And  yet  the  press 
of  our  day — all  admirable  as  it  is— is  bat  the 
mde  wooden  type  and  dnmsy  apparatus  of 
the  great  German  inventor,  in  a  beautiful,  im- 
proved, and  perfected  form. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression,  in  which, 
as  I  promised  brevity,  I  ou^ht  not  to  have 
indulged.  After  his  expenment — successful 
expenment — upon  the  Potomac,  in  1786,  to 
which  Z  have  adverted,  Bumsey,  being  under 
the  fltroi^  oonviotlon  that  Bkilnil  workmen 
and  perfect  machinery  were  alone  wanting  to 
tlie  most  complete  success,  and  senrible  Uiat 
such  could  not  then  be  procured  In  America, 
resolved  to  go  to  England  With  slender 
means  of  his  own,  and  uded— no,  not  aided — 
but  mocked  and  deluded  by  some  timid  and 
unsteady  patronage,  he  there  resumed  with 
untiring  energy  his  great  undertaking.  He 

SxKseeded  to  procure  patents  from  the  British 
overnment  for  steam  navigation,  and  various 
inventions  embracing  improved  steam  en^es 
and  boilers ;  those  of  Watt,  and  all  preceding 
ones,  being  extremely  inartificial  and  imper- 
fect These  patents  bear  date  In  the  be^nning 
of  1788.  Many  of  his  inventions,  in  one 
modified  form  or  another,,  are  now  in  general 
use.  A^  for  instance,  t^e  cylindrical  ouUer, 
so  superior  to  the  old  tub  or  still-boilers,  in 
the  presentation  of  fire  surfisce,  and  capacity 
for  holding  highly  rarified  steam,  is  described, 
both  single  and  combined,  in  bis  spedficationa. 


[S5tb  CedM. 

and  is  identical  in  principle  with  the  tub-boikr, 
which  he  used  in  his  Potnnao  exp^iment. 

Difficulties  and  embarrasaaienta  <tf  a  peo^ 
ary  nature,  and  othora,  such  as  invariab^ 

obstruct  the  progress  of  a  new  inventioa, 
attended  him  in  England.  He  was  often  cots- 
pell  ed  to  abandon,  temporarily,  liismain  object, 
and  turn  bis  attention  to  something  else,  is 
order  to  raise  means  to  resume  it,  He  under- 
took, with  the  same  power,  but  by  its  more 
judicious  application,  to  produce  hiriier  rendti 
in  several  waterwcria,  in  all  which  he  sac- 
ceeded, r«dizing  thereby  some  repntatfmi,  and 
some  fonds  to  uiply  to  lus  fiivoiite  prqjeet 

At  another  time,4S  moitiaied  inf  the  com- 
mittee  in  tiielr  report,  in  order  to  avoid  ■ 
"  London  jul,"  and  the  delay,  if  not  defeat,  of 
all  his  high  hopes,  he  was  compelled  to  trans- 
fer, at  what  be  conndered  a  minons  sacrifice, 
ft  large  interest  in  his  invention — a  contract 
which  entangled  and  embarrassed  him  during 
the  remainder  of  his  short  life.   Still,  however, 
he  struggled  on,  undismayed;  and  had  con- 
structed a  boat  of  about  one  hundred  tons 
burden,  and  pushed  forward  his  machinery  so 
near  to  the  point  of  completion  as  to  be  able 
to  indicate  a  day  not  very  distant  for  a  puUio 
exhibition,  when  his'sudden  death  ensued  from 
Kpoplbxjf  while  disoos^g  the  ]»indple«  of 
one  of  his  inventiau  bwire  a  phOosophibal 
society  of  London.   A  very  IntmstiDg  eceoont 
of  the  manner  of  his  death  is  ^vmin  the  letter 
of  R.  0.  Wakefield,  amongst  the  jupers  before 
the  select  committee.  With  his  nfe,  the  wbt^ 
project  ceased ;'  there  was  no  one  present  to 
administer ;  there  was  no  one  interested  in  lus 
undertaking  possessed  of  skill  and  ability  to 
carry  it  out.   Host  men  looked  upon  it  as 
wild  and  visionary.   Few  would  have  beai 
willing  to  incur  the  ridicule  of  att^pting  to 
complete  it.   All  that  he  left — ^his  vei?  boat 
and  machinenr — barely  sufficed  to  satisfy  anx- 
ious and  greedy  creditors. 

With  l£e  sudden  death  oi  Flesco,  of  Genoa, 
that  most  extraordinary  revolation  whidi,  in 
a  dn^e  night,  with  admirable  ability,  he  hal 
nearly  effected,  ceased,  rolled  back,  beeanw 
abortive.  So  uid  the  sudden  death  of  this 
humbler,  but  more  usefU  man,  arrest  d 
farther  prosecution,  at  that  time,  of  the  grest 
object  to  which  he  had  so  intently  devoted 
himself  uid  which.  In  some  of  the  modes 
which  he  contemplated,  he  must,  had  time 
been  allowed,  have  completed.  He  was  not 
permitted  to  live  to  witness  the  realization 
of  the  highest  design  which  he  had  conccave^ 
and  the  consummation  of  which  he  nertr 
doubted,  to  use  his  own  bold  language,  "the 
navigation  of  onr  great  rivraa,  the  lues,  Ae 
golf  stream,  and  the  ocean  itsell^  by  the  agOKT 
of  steam." 

Ur.  Speaker,  it  is  endent  from  the  infonna* 
tion  before  Uie  committee  who  reported  this 
resolution,  that  Bumsey,  from  the  introdnctoir 
letters  which  he  carried,  from  the  high  order 
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<tf  meebanioal  geoiiu  which  he  dimlajed,  and 
die  daring  and  original  project  vhich  he  was 
attempting,  attraeted  some  attention  in  London, 
and  secored  to  himself  the  acquaintance  aad 
fHend^p  of  mmj  respeotable  men.  It  is 
fidr  to  presome  that  otiier  intelligent  Ameri- 
cans, then  resident  in  London,  would  have 
formed  some  acqountance  both  with  him  and 
the  novel  design  he  was  proseonting.  It  is 
known  that  Fulton  was  for  many  years,  dorine 
and  after  this  period,  living  in  Europe,  and 
spending  much  of  his  time  in  London ;  and  in 
the  absence  of  all  other  proof^  it  ooiild  soarcelj 
be  believed  that  he,  with  a  talent  for  these 
things,  with  a  mind  directed  to  suoh  ol^eots, 
would  have  failed  in  becoming  aoqnainted 
with,  and  interesting  himself  in  the  operations 
of  hia  conntrrman,  vho  was  occupying  a 
pOfdtion  of  painful  prominence;  so  mnch  so 
that,  as  he  states  in  a  letter  to  his  brother,  his 
project  was  the  frequent  subiect  of  newspaper 
remark,  and  even  of  "play-house  wit."  But 
all  doubt  is  removed  by  the  letter  of  Bumsey 
to  his  friend  Mr.  West,  in  America,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  Folton  as  if  they  were  on  terms 
of  intimacy.  Does  not  the  conclusion  almost 
irresistibly  follow,  that,  from  this  association 
with  Rnmsey,  and  acqu^tance  with  his 
plans,  Fulton  was  advanced  in  knowledge, 
was  led  to  reflect,  and  ultimately  to  act  on 
this  Bobjectf  And  whether  hia  ^>pUcatiou 
of  steam  power  was  identioal  or  dissimiUr — 
original  or  derived — wholly  new,  or  modifica- 
tions and  improvements  on  some  of  Rumsey's 
plans — still  it  appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  cruel 
injustice  to  the  memory  of  this  persevering, 
ardent,  talented,  but  unfortunate  man — anfor- 
tunate  in  l>eioff  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life, 
and  in  the  midst  of  his  career — to  say  that 
the  world  was  under  no  obligation  to  him 
for  an  invention  so  incalcnlably,  so  supremely 
important 

If  further  evideaoe  was  wanting  to  prove 
that  this  acc^uiuntanoe  with  Bumsey  was  not 
inoperative  in  turning  Fulton's  attention  to 
4he  steambmt,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact 
that  he  was  engwed  in  it  in  179d,  very  shortly 
after  the  death  of  Bnmsey.  This  is  ^^tarent 
from  his  ooirespondence  wiOt  Lord  Stanhope, 
who  himself  made  some  ex[>eriments  in  1766. 
Fulton  went  to  Europe  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing hb  torpedo  for  the  explosion  of 
ships ;  bnt,  after  the  death  of  Bumsey,  the 
steamboat  seems  to  have  engaged  his  chief 
attention,  until  his  final  success  in  1807.  It  is 
known,  and  so  stated  by  his  biographer,  that, 
before  his  return  to  America,  he  was  for  many 
years  actively  employed  in  studying  the  sub- 
ject, in  constnicting  a  variety  of  models,  and 
making  a  series  of  experiments  on  a  small 
scale.  And  when  it  is  recolleoted  that  fifteen 
years  thus  elapsed  before  he  obtained  a  motion 
mnch  exoeeding  five  miles  an  hour,  it  Is 
matter  of  adrnfration  that  Bnmsey^  without 
any  reflected. lights,  should  in  the  short  period 
allowed  him  have  efifooted  so  much. 


tFBBKtAxr,  1889. 

Hr.  Speakw,  I  have  miderstood— I  know 
not  with  what  tmUi,  but  I  beUere  the  fisot  U 
embodied  in  "Colden's  Life"— that  when 
Fulton  made  his  first  essay  before  the  city  of 
New  York,  a  vast  mnltitnde  assembled — most 
of  them  doubters,  disbelievers,  sneerers.  After 
a  few  revolutions  of  the  engine,  some  accident 
occurred  from  imperfect  machinery,  leading  to 
a  temporary  so4>enMon  of  the  experiment. 
A  sibylant  voice  arose  from  the  crowd,  "  Wo 
taid  M.  We  knew  it  would  not  do."  Scorn 
and  deridon  were  poured  forth  upon  the  man 
who,  improving  on  the  labors  of  his  predeces- 
sor, Bumsey,  was  doing  more  for  the  benefit 
of  his  q)ecies  than  has  evw  been  effected  by 
all  the  mighty  armies  and  victorious  ohiefiL 
"frmn  Uaoedcmia's  madman  to  the  Swede." 
Now,  suppose  that  Fnlton,  before  remedying 
the  defect,  had  suddenly  died — in  a  land  (n 
strangers,  too — 'leaving  no  one  with  legid 
antbority  to  act  for  him— leavmg  no  one  In- 
terested in  his  design,  of  skill  and  talent  to 
consummate  it — ^poor — embarrassed — in  debt 
— with  executions  levied  on  his  very  boat  and 
engine,  and  merely  suspended  as  a  matter  of 
spedal  grace,  untu  this  trial  should  be  made  : 
suppose,  ftom  these  or  the  like  causes,  the 
completion  of  the  steamboat  had  I>een  post- 
poned for  another  twenty  years;  at  the  end 
of  which  time  some  other  ingenious  man  who 
had  witnessed  Folton's  efforts— who  was  inti- 
mate with  his  plans — ^who  had  been  deeply 
impressed  by  his  powerful  and  Indd  arguments, 
and  warmed  and  excited  t«  take  an  inters  in 
the  subject,  by  his  bold  and  sanguine  spirit 
— had,  after  long  private  preparation,  openly 
resumed  the  project;  and,  under  more  mvor- 
able  auspices — from  a  more  advanced  state  of 
the  mechanic  arts,  or  the  benign  influence  of  a 
more  liberal  patronage — had  succeeded,  tri- 
umphantly sacceeded,  in  establishing  the  utility 
of  the  steamboat,  either  on  some  of  Fulton's 
plans,  or  by  modifications  and  improvements 
of  his  own ;  now,  I  ask  the  friends  of  Fulton 
whether,  in  this  state  of  the  case~and  more 
especially  if  hia  had  been  Uie  orlf^nal  effort — 
his  memory  should  have  gone  down  into 
oblivion,  nnknown  and  nuionored  by  lua 
country  Y  As  sncoess  alone,  naked  sncoesa,  is 
the  criterion  by  which  the  world  forms  its 
estimate  of  merit,  I  know  this  other  individnal 
would,  generally,  have  monopolized  the  honor; 
but  the  inquiring,  the  refieotiog,  and  the  jost, 
would  not  have  passed  nnregarded  the  name 
of  Folton. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  not,  if  I  could,  take 
a  single  ray  from  the  Jost  fame  of  Fulton,  It 
la  admitted  on  all  hands  that  he  improved 
npon,  and  first  broadly  introduced,  the  steam- 
boat into  general  use,  and  for  tMs  alone  he  is 
entitled  to  the  boundless  and  eternal  gratitnde 
of  mankind.  The  world  has  been  fiberal  in 
the  conference  oi  honw — something,  too,  his 
country  has  done  for  his  descendants — some- 
thing forther  this  House  proposed  ioiag  at 
the  late  se^on.  To  that  measore^.when  It 
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was  first  up — the  only  occasion  when  I  was 
present — I  gave  my  cordial  assent;  and  I 
■would  have  raised  my  voice  in  its  ftvor,  had 
I  not  bran  seiuibl&  that  a  oaose  sostalnM  as 
it  was,  by  Uie  fervid  eloqaenee  and  powerftd 
argoments  of  tKe  gentlemen  from  South  Oaro- 
lina,  Pennsylvania, -New  York,  and  Kentaoky, 
(Messrs.  Leoabe,  Biddlk,  Hoffman,  and  Oeau- 
BEBS,)  needed  not  my  feeble  advocacy.  Bat 
in  denyiDg  him  ori^nality  I  do  him  no  ii^Jna- 
tice.  He  never  claimed  it  himself.  HLs  par- 
tial biographer  cannot  daim  it  for  him.  The 
very  first  act  of  the  New  York  L^slatore  in 
his  favor,  in  1798,  recognizes  him  not  as  the 
inventor,  bat  the  improver.  All  men  who 
have  looked  into  the  snbject  know  that  it  did 
not  begia  with  him.  Long  before,  the  design 
had  been  conceived,  to  a  good  extent  aocom- 
jdished,  its  pracHoabUity  proved,  and  was  per- 
dsted  In  and  proseooted  tmder  the  most  faTor* 
able  drennutonces,  with  nnwavering  confi- 
dence and  irrepressible  resolution,  nntil  his 
dying  hour,  by  James  Rumsey ;  but  for  his 
acquaintance  with  whom,  it  is  probable  the 
powerful  mind  of  Fulton  would  never  have 
been  brought  to  act  upon  the  subject,  and  but 
for  whom  it  is  probable  the  world  would 
yet  have  been  without  the  benefits  of  ttie 
steamboat. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  but  one  individufll 
who  contested  Rumsey's  title  to  priority  in 
the  application  of  steam  to  navigation;  and 
about  nis  claims  I  wish  to  make  a  remark  or 
two,  in  a  spirit  of  candor  and  charity ;  for,  as 
to  the  experiment  ascribed  to  the  Spaniard 
Garay,  three  hundred  years  ago,  and  menUoned 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ddhoan,) 
at  the  last  session,  when  I  w^  not  present.  I 
can  only  say,  that  if  any  such  ever  was  made, 
an  knowledge  of  it  had  sank  into  utter  obli- 
vion. Ages— centuries  bad  rolled  round,  and 
the  most  profoond  silence  and  ignorance  pre- 
vailed in  regard  to  it.  It  was  unknown  to 
history — unknown  to  tradition — and  oould 
have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  bringing  for- 
ward the  steamboat  in  comparatively  m^em 
times.  I  acknowledge  that  this  statement 
impears  to  me  to  be  an  entire  fiction;  that, 
if  there  be  such  a  record,  it  was  not  baaed 
upon  fiust  It  can  acaroedy  be  credited  by 
any  one  who  will  look  into  the  history  the 
fori^n,  progress,  and  improvement  of  the 
steam  eng^e,  which,  more  than  two  hun- 
dred years  afterwards,  was  used  for  scarcely 
any  purpose  except  pumping  water  from 
mines,  where  but  lime  machinery,  imd  nothing 
but  a  simple  rectilinear  action,  was  require£ 
If  Garay  was  thus  three  centuries  in  adviuice 
of  all  the  world,  while  his  genius  challenges 
our  highest  admiration,  we  are  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  he  lived  in  vain ;  for,  if  the 
archives  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  do  pre- 
sent any  basis  for  this  statement,  there  it 
would  have  mouldered  into  dost^  if  the  success 
of  the  steamboat  in  thia  new  worid  had  not 
given  interest  to  vmtj  thing  o(»mected  with 
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the  subject,  and  caused  tiie  eye  of  some  ant^ 
quarian  to  rest  upon  the  passage,  which  would 
otherwise  have  be«ai  mi^wcted  aa  nnintePigitie 
orincrediUe. 

I  said,  Hr.  Speaker,  there  was  tmt  one  pe^ 
son  contested  jRnnisey's  title  to  iveoedenec 
It  is  stated  in  the  American  Supplement  to 
Rees's  Encyclopedia— on  the  subject  of  Steam 
— that  Htch  made  an  experiment  on  the 
Delaware  in  1788.   If  Uiis  were  true,  he  pre- 
ceded Rnmsey.   But  I  challenge  the  worid 
to  produce  Uie  testimony  of  a  respectabte 
witness,  living  or  dead,  to  corroborate  tins 
statement.   None  such  can  l>e  produced.  The 
assertion  is  utterly  erroneous,   fitch  hiowelf 
did  not  cl^  to  have  thought  <A  It  (steam 
navigation)  until  1786.   In  1787  he  built  a 
boat  and  machinery  on  tJie  Delaware,  and 
made  his  first  expoimeots  in  1768.  Theee 
&ot8  are  very  clearly  provui      Torioas  evi- 
denoe  before  the  omninUtee.  I  will  recq4- 
tnlate  but  a  part.   The  lettw  of  Genmtl 
Washington  to  Qovemor  ^ohnsta,  written  ia 
November,  1787,  whidi  I  have  before  adverted 
to,  says  that  Rnmsey  communicated  to  him 
his  steamboat  invention  in  November,  1784 
and  that  some  time  afterwards  fitch  c^ed 
upon  him,  claiming  for  himself  a  similar  inven- 
tion, and  reqnestmg  an  introdnetory  lettor, 
"  which  he  (Washington)  declined  giring,  and 
went  so  fiv  as  to  inform  Mr.  fitch  tbal^ 
though  he  was  not  at  liber^  to  disclose  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Rnmsey^s  discovery,  he  oonld 
venture  to  assure  him  that  he  (Tit^)  was 
not  original,  bnt  that  the  idea  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  Hr.  Rnma^."  Now, 
as  Kr.  Rumsey  made  no  commnnicatioo  cm  the 
subject  to  Washington  nntil  November  1784 
it  is  probable  that  this  interview  on  the  pari  of 
Fitch  did  not  take  place  nntil  tlie  year  rollow* 
ing ;  and,  indeed,  as  I  will  hereafter  e^w, 
not  until  the  commencement  of  1786;  asd, 
in  either  case,  it  was  at  a  time  when  Bamsey 
was  exerting  every  nerve  in  preparing  for 
that  experiment  which  he  made  on  the 
Potomac  in  1786,  and  which  I  have  before  men-' 
tioned.   At  all  events,  it  was  long  aiter  the 
private  experiments  which  Rumsey  made  in 
1784,  in  order  to  test  some  <tf  the  prijici^ee  of 
bis  invention.  If  the  atatonent  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, that  fitch  made  experiments  tm.  the 
Delawue  near  Phfladel^ia,  in  1788,  wen 
true,  can  it  be  believed  tlwt  Waahlngton,whoee 
comprehenrive  vimon  took  in  every  thing  likdy 
to  be  of  Miy  use  to  his  country,  would,  at  so 
short  a  distance,  have  never  heard  of  iti 
And  if  be  had  never  heard  of  it,  can  it  be 
credited  that  Iltch,  whose  originality  was 
questioned  and  denied,  would  have  ^ed  in 
certifying  him  of  it?   And  if  Washington  had 
either  heard  of  it  before,  or  been  infcmned  of 
it  by  Fitch  at  this  meeting,  could  lie,  to  whom 
Rumsey  bad  made  no  disclosure  on  the  Eubjeet 
till  November,  1784,  have  sud  to  Fitch,  ffir, 
yon  are  not  ori^ial;  Rums^  ia  before  ytw. 
No  I  every  one  wiU  aee  in  that  letter,  not 
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only  a  reftita^OD  of  the  stetement  in  the  Ency- 
clopedia, bat  a  refdtation  of  fitch's  claim  to 
precedonoe.  On  his  own  presentation  of  hiB 
case — on  his  own  Btatements,  deolaratlonB,  and 
admissions,  Washington  refuses  to  give  mm  a 
letter,  and  assures  him  that  he  has  been  anMoi- 
pated  bj  Ramsey.  There  is  also  a  letter  from 
Washington  to  Ramsey,  written  in  Harcb,  1786, 
bearing  npoa  this  point.  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
12th  volame  of  Sparks's  Life.  In  this  letter 
Washington  urges  Ramsey  to  bring  forward  hia 
invention ;  warns  him  that  his  secret  is  leak- 
ing oat,  and  that  others  will  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  aad  goea  oa  to  state  that  one  indi- 
Yidoal  had  ealled  on  him,  duming  for  himself 
a  plan  <tf  steam  na^^tion,  and  reqaesting  a 
lettOT  of  introdnotion,  which  he  declined  giving. 
Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  the  indi- 
▼idaal  here  alluded  to  was  fltoh,  and  that  bis 
interriew  gave  rise  to  this  admonitory  letter, 
and  took  place  not  long  before  its  date. 

The  January  numlwr  of  the  "New  York 
Review,"  just  published,  oontuns  a  well- written 
arUcle  on  "steam  navigation,"  tmd  Ir^ret  that 
the  writer  was  not  in  possession  of  all  the 
factS'  touching  its  early  history.  It  therein 
appears  that  Hr.  Ogden,  claiming  certain  rights 
as  representative  of  Fitch,  asserted  them  by 
petition  before  the  Lee^atare  of  New  York. 
Amoog  other  testimony  before  the  eomnuttee 
raised  on  this  petition,  was  that  of  Oen. 
Btoomfleld,  fixing  the  peiiod  of  Eltoh's  «zi»ri- 
in«tt  to  1787  or  1788.  Od  the  authority  of 
De  Warville,  the  correspondent  of  Jefferson, 
and  an  eminent  French  writer  of  that  period, 
I  feel  warranted  ia  saying  1^  it  was  the 
latter  year. 

In  his  work — published  in  1789 — which  will 
bo  found  in  your  library,  he  states  that,  being 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1788,  he  attended 
by  invitation  and  witnessed  fitch's  enMriment. 
In  a  note,  written  in  the  February  ndlowiDg, 
in  X»adon,  he  says : 

"  I  have  joat  become  acquainted  with  Hr,  Rvmsey, 
of  Tirgini^  a  gentlemin  of  grekt  ingeooi^,  who 
pKHMses  building  a  vessol  fai  wfaldi,  withoot  ■Us, 
and  by  steam  alone,  he  irill  crow  the  Artairf^i  in  ^f. 
teendaji.'' 

This  sublime  conception,  this  b<^d  under- 
taking of  Ramsey,  uie  accomplishment  of 
which  in  the  last  year  has  created  so  vast  a 
sensation,  was  not  unknown  to  me  and  others 
of  his  family,  but,  without  the  high  authority 
of  De  Warville,  I  would  not  have  ventured  to 
have  named  it.  The  English  article  in  the 
Enoyolopedia  manifests  much  ignorance  and 
carelessness  in  its  preparation ;  as,  for  instance, 
without  the  shadow  of  truth  or  evidence,  it 
ascribes  to  Mr.  Symington,  the  honor  of 
inboducing  the  steamboat  into  America,  and 
at  the  same  time  stateL  tiiat  Symington's  first 
experimentB  were  on.  the  Forth  and  01yd&  in 
1801.  Lord  Stanhope,  Symingtoai,  the  Abbe 
AxdA  of  Frano^  Fnlton,  and  others,  seem  to 
have  been  m^ed  to  refleotioa  and  aotaoa  on 
lUs  flol^eoif  In  conseqiunee  of  Bomse/a 
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operations  In  London.  The  American  supple- 
mental artide  in  the  Encyclopedia  is  also,  in 
many  respects^  anftur,  disingenuous,  and  on- 
true.  Tlie  compiler,  who  is  the  partial  enlonst 
of  Fulton,  aware  that  he  cannot  ascribe  to  nis 
fovorite  liie  glory  of  originali^,  endeavors  to 
mystify  and  becloud,  rather  than  to  illustrate, 
the  true  history  of  the  Invention  of  the  steam- 
boat He  gives  to  f^toh,  whose  claims  were 
untenable,  precedence  of  Rumsey ;  and  I  tbink 
I  have  shown  that  he  succeeded  him,  although 
I  have  dwelt  on  but  a  part  of  the  evidence : 
that  evidence,  taken  together,  most  oleulj 
proves  that  Fitch  was  bat  a  borrower.  The 
compiler  goes  fiirtber,  and,  as  if  to  do  away 
with  all  daim  which  Ramsey,  or  even  IHtdi, 
might  have  upon  the  good  opinion  of  their 
countrymen,  says  that  the  idea  of  steam  navig»- 
tiou  had  been  entertfuned  at  a  still  earnor 
period  by  Hulls  of  England,  and  that  therefore 
ne  is  better  entitled  to  the  honor  of  orignaU^, 
than  Rumsey,  although  he  admits  that  he 
made  no  attempt  to  reduce  it  to  practice,  and 
Rumsey,  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances, 
actaally  succeeded  in  running  a  boat  against 
the  current  of  a  river  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  The  compiler  fbrther  alleges  that  Rum- 
sey, with  unlimited  patronage,  and  after  full 
triieu,  abandoned  the  project  as  hopeless.  In- 
disputable testimony  shows  that  the  assertion 
is  as  unfounded  and  false  as  it  is  illiberal  and 
cruel.  I  judge  that  it  is  from  bis  wwk  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  deduces,  what 
he  call  his  "  mlsoellaneous  facts  "  in  the  report 
upon  the  steam  engine  laid  upon  onr  tables  a 
fow  ds^s  ago.  And  from  the  misquotation  of 
names  and  confusion  of  dates— caused,  no 
doubt,  by  hasty  reference — ^he  has  not  imjnoved 
the  accuracy  of  the  original  article. 

From  the  ignorance  and  carelessness,  wilfol 
or  otiierwise,  displayed  in  this  treatise  in  the 
Encyclopedia,  I  nave  no  confidence  in  the 
statement  that  Hulls  of  England,  obtained  a 
patent  for  steam  navigation,  one  hundred  years 
ago.  I  am  led  to  this  ooncluuoc  by  various 
reflecti<ms.  The  steam  engine  at  that  early 
day,  and,  indeed,  down  to  the  time  of  Watt  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  was 
very  inefiicieat,  and  veiy  little  used  even  for 
the  dmplest  purposes.  It  is  not  stated,  so  far 
as  my  examination  has  gone,  what  agent  Hulla 
contemplated  nnng,  whether  steam  or  animal 
power.  And  farther,  Rumsey  obtaiued  a 
patent  fh>m  tiie  British  Government,  for  the 
same  object  (steam  navigation)  long  afterwards, 
(in  1788,)  which  was  then  considered  by  all  the 
intelligent  and  scientiflo  men  of  London  as  new 
and  original. 

Bat  even  if  the  idea  of  steam  navigation  had 
been  entertained  in  Europe  at  this  anterior 
period,  Rumsey  was  not  the  leas  original 
There  was  no  Imowledge  in  Amnica  that  sooh 
a  design  had  ever  been  presented  in  Europe. 
Ramsey,  imperfectly  educated  as  he  was,  with 
a  slight  acquaintance  with  books,  relying,  as 
he  dul,  on  Ida  own  resonroes,  on  Ilia  own  inreo* 
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tive  genius,  Lad  never  heard  of  itj  and  even  if 
he  had  heard  that  such  a  Bnggestion  had  been 
made,  it  can  operate  nothing  in  diminntion  of 
his  merit.  I,  sir,  caa  declare  that  I  have  in- 
vented a  plan  for  aerial  navigation— tfaat  I 
have  devised  a  machine  hj  whidi  I  wUl 
soar  aloft  above  the  doll  atmosphere  encom- 
passing the  earth,  where  olondB  and  storms 
prerail,  into  the  pure  regions  of  ether,  where, 
manofacturing  an  air  saitable  to  the  sustenta- 
■  tion  of  life,  I  will  traverse  thousands  of  miles 
an  hour.  But  if  I  stop  here — if  I  exhibit  no 
plan — if  I  devise  no  maohinery,  if  I,  in  no  way, 
prove  its  feasibility — surely  I  am  entitled  to  no 
credit  for  this  suggestion  of  a  wandering  fancy, 
common,  no  doubt,  to  thousands.  If  yon 
afterwards,  whether  yon  have  heard  my  sug- 
gestion or  not,  devise  a  plan,  construct  machin- 
ery, and  actually  succeed  in  navigating  the 
air,  the  honor  of  originality  is  exclusively  your 
own.  I  cannot  participate — it  would  be  pre- 
posterons  for  me  to  arrogate  any  portion  of 
the  credit  from  the  Inftnt  state  of  the 
meohanio  arts,  or  yonr  poverty,  or  yonr  early 
death,  yon  left  It  incomplete,  aluioaga  yon  hul 
done  enough  to  prove  Its  practioabilitj,  and  to 
attract  to  it  the  attention  of  ingenious  and 
scientific  men,  and  another  afterwards,  im- 
proving upon  your  plan,  brought  it  into  sue- 
oessfol  and  general  operation,  would  it  not  be 
unfair  that  your  clauns,  ^though  you  had 
fonnd  the  diamond,  although  you  had  put  the 
boll  in  motion,  should  be  entirely  superseded 
and  disregarded  t  Should  not  the  world,  in  the 
rendition  of  ajnst  Judgment,  place  yon  at  least 
on  terms  of  equality  ! 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
kmger;  I  have  already  occupied  too  much 
time.  I  wUI  only  add,  that  while  many  of 
the  rqnresentatives  of  Jamei  Bumsey  are 
poor,  very  poor — for,  in  consequence  of  his 
early  death,  they  never  derived  any  ben^ts 
from  the  numerous  inventions  of  their  ances- 
tor, except  such  as  have  been  enjoyed  by  the 
whole  country — there  is  yet  om  of  them 
whose  oliums  address  themselves  to  the  best 
sympathies  of  our  nature.  The  one  to  whom 
I  allude  is  the  only  son,  the  only  living  child, 
of  James  Rumsey.  While  his  father  was  in 
Unhand  devoting  himself  with  fatal  intensity 
to  the  completion  of  the  steamboat,  that  son, 
by  a  malignant  disease— scarlet  fbvw — was,  in 
early  infancy,  deprived  of  the  Acuities  ot 
speech  aud  hearing.  Takuted,  ingenious,  ready 
and  dexterous  at  various  mechanical  employ- 
ments, he  is  now  earning  a  scanty  subsistence 
by  d^y  labor;  but,  with  the  improvidence 
oommon  to  persons  in  his  condition,  making 
no  preparation  for  approaching  old  age.  To 
the  support  and  comfort  of  the  evening  of  his 
life,  I  have  thought  his  country  might  con- 
tribute something,  without  violating  any  prin- 
dplea  of  wise  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood  upon  the  bank  of 
the  beautiftil  river  which  washes  the  broad 
border  of  my  own  beloved  State,  and  oontem- 


plated  the  m^estic  steam  palace  in  her  proud 
career,  exchanging  with  rapidity  and  cheapnea 
the  productions  of  Afferent  climes,  conveying 
with  coqjifort  and  expedition  the  trarelliiig 
public,  giving  new  life  and  energy  to  com- 
merce, to  agncolture,  to  national  indostry  and 
enterprise :  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stood 
in  musinff  mood  moa  the  shore  of  the  fsir 
Ohio,  and  viewed  the  noble  steamer  moving 
victorious  against  wind  and  current, 

Walking  the  watan  tOM  ft  tUDf  ofUfc'^ 

and  then  refiected  that  the  only  son  of  the  nun 
who  first  seriously  attracted  the  attention  (tf 
the  skilful  and  ingenious  to  the  gobject — the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first  yoked  the 
power  of  steam  to  the  car  of  commerce — the 
only  son  of  the  man  who  first,  by  aetnal  trial, 
proved  its  practicability — ^the  only  son  of  the 
man  wht^  m  his  arduous  stmg^es  to  perfect 
and  present  to  the  world  the  steamboat,  ex- 
pended hU  littie  fortune,  banished  himsdf  from 
his  home  and  his  eountiry,  and,  in  ^ite  d  all 
obstacles;  was  pushing  onwards  to  success; 
when  arrested  by  sudden  death.  When  I  have 
reflected  that  the  only  son  of  this  man  was  tent- 
ing for  his  daily  bread,  smittoi  by  his  God, 
and  neglected  by  bis  country — when  I  have 
contemplated  that  and  this  spectade,  tiie 
steamboat  and  this  unfortunate  son  of  its  invent- 
or, feelings,  emotions,  reflections,  hare  crowded 
upon  me  of  a  character  which,  as  a  patriot,  a 
philanthropist,  and  a  Christian,  I  acknowledge 
it  was  improper  and  sinful  to  enterUdn.  To 
the  support  of  that  stricken  raie  I  have  thoo^t 
his  country,  abounding  in  resources,  with  more 
hundreds  of  millions  of  public  domain  than  she 
can  squander  in  ages,  might  oontritmta  some- 
thing more  substantial  tiian  a  medal,  without 
any  extraordinary  stretch  of  liberaUty.  But 
it  is  not  for  me  to  solict  it,  even  for  him.  I  shtH 
be  gratified,  deeply  gratified,  if  the  Gorera- 
ment  of  his  oountry  ^all  honor  the  memory  of 
his  father  for  all  his  sacrifices  and  all  his  ser- 
vices by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution. 

Hr.  Speaker,  I  conld  have  wished  that  the 
task  which  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge 
had  been  undertaken  by  anotlier.  But  whue 
I  Icnew  that  on  every  subject  of  a  politicals 
party  nature  there  would  be,  on  this  aroia,  a 
host  of  intellectual  champions  armed  o^a-pic^ 
panting  for  the  conflict,  and  strug^ing  for  the 
floor,  I  apprehend  that,  in  a  oanae  ni  this 
kind,  whidi  is  rather  of  private  concemnient, 
there  would  be  but  littie  mt»est  felt,  and  but 
few,  if  any,  prepared  to  couch  a  friendly  ot 
defenave  lance.  Hence  I  have  been  eoe- 
strained  to  trespass  on  the  House. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  said  that  I  have  no 
pecuniary  interest  in  this  matter ;  yet,  occu- 
pying the  peculiar  position  which  T  do,  if  any 
vote  should  be  taken,  I  will,  of  course,  be  ex- 
cused fh>m  participating  in  it. 

The  resolnti(»i  passed  the  House  by  a  unani- 
mous vote. 
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IN  BKNATB. 

MoKDAT,  February  11. 
Tarif  Compromise  Act  of  1883--.5utoHeaZ 
Incidents— lU  Origin — Itt  Detign  to  prevent 
the  Impending  Protiration  of  the  Protective 
SytUnn. 

Mr.  Benton  observed  tbat  some  days  ago,  ia 
the  discussion  of  a  bill  then  before  the  Senate, 
he  had  oocauon  to  take  some  notice  of  the  com- 
promise act ;  and  he  then  made  a  statement  of 
what  had  pused  hi  relation  to  it  between  him- 
self and  A  gentleman  who  was  then  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Kev  Jersey,  and  head  of  the 
Oommtttee  on  Hanu&ctares.  Since  making 
Uiat  statement,  he  had  had  reason  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  gentleman  whose  name  he  men- 
.  tioned,  (Governor  Diokkbsov,)  on  the  snbjecL 
and  he  had  received  an  answer  which  he  wonld 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  then  let  that  answer 
Btand  as  his  statement  Ur.  B.  here  read  the 
following: 

SuccASCinrr,  (N.  J.,)  Fd>.  K,  1889. 
DukB  Sib  :  Last  evening  I  received  yotus  of  the 
SOth  idtimo,  which,  no  doubt,  hkd  been  detained  on 
the  road  a  day  or  two,  in  oonseqneDce  of  heavv 
rahi  by  whkih  oar  eomitry  has  been  lately  del- 
uged. 

Tour  letter  contains  an  extract  from  the  KaUonal 
btelUgencer,  in  which  it  is  denied  that  Hr,  Wkbstzr 
had  said  to  me  that  be  bad  not  been  oonsolted  as  to  the 
compromise  bill,  &a,  and  yon  ask  for  my  recollections 
as  to  this  fact.  I  haHten  to  relate  to  you  the  facts  in 
this  case,  so  far  as  I  can  now  recollect  them.  On  the 
day  before  Mr.  Clat  introduced  this  bill  into  the 
Senitie,  be  montioaed  to  me  that  he  had  given  notice 
that  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  bill  on  the 
next  day,  some  of  the  leading  features  of  which  he 
stated  to  me.  X  had  not  heard  the  notice  given. 
He  said  be  had  intended  to  show  me  the  UU,  but  had 
been  prevented  by  a  mnltjpUdt;  of  bodneM  b  which 
be  had  been  engaged,  but  that  I  should  see  it  ht  the 
monnng. 

Next  morning  I  waited  npon  Hr.  WsBsna,  and 
asked  him  if  he  was  aware  that  such  a  bill  was  to  be 
introduced.  He  assured  me  that  be  was  not,  and 
that  bt  had  not  been  consulted  upon  Jt,  and  express- 
ed Umself  strongly  of  the  disiq>probBti(Hi  with  wUch 
snch  a  measure  would  be  received  in  New  England. 

In  the  moramg  I  arrived  at  my  seat  some  minutes 
after  the  business  of  the  day  had  commenced,  and  I 
found  that  Hr.  Clat  had  made  Ms  motion  for  leave 
(0  introduce  his  bill.  Had  I  arrived  before  the  busi- 
ness of  the  day  had  cmnmenced,  no  doubt  I  should 
have  bad  the  opportunl^  of  perusing  the  bill  before 
It  was  presented.  As  it  was,  I  never  saw  H  nntil  it 
was  in  prfait. 

Hr.  Wkbstee,  as  well  as  myself,  opposed  this  bill, 
and  both  voted  against  it.  If  you  r^  the  debates 
tbat  took  place  in  the  Senate  on  the  subject,  on  the 
aist,  22d,  and  2Sd  February,  '33, 1  think  you  will  bo 
convinced  that  neither  Hr.  WKBeraa  nor  myself 
could  have  had  any  previous  notice  of  this  UU.  I 
have  not  the  file  of  papers  by  me,  but  you  may 
eadly  And  them  at  Wauungton.  I  wilL  however, 
refer  you  to  Hr.  Webstib's  n>ee^  upon  uiis  bill,  re- 
ported in  Xites's  Re^ster,  4tii  series,  vol  8,  page  1, 
in  wliicb  you  will  find  abundant  proof  that  he  could 
not  have  been  c(Htsolted  aa  to  its  olgeet  ox  details. 


[FKBBiTjunr,  1889. 

Among  other  expressions  are  these :  "  There  was  no 
expectation  at  the  commencement  of  this  short  ses- 
non  that  such  a  bill  would  be  passed.  The  Senate 
had  not  had  time  to  know  the  pleasure  of  their  mas- 
ters. Ko  epportunilg  had  been  tiered  for  obtain- 
ing a  knmeMge  of  either  the  count  of  pMie  opin- 
ion,  or  the  effect  of^  tkia  meaeure  on  the  public 
intereite."  If  Hr.  Webster  had  been  consulted  on 
this  bill,  wonld  he  have  made  such  declarations  1  or 
if  made,  would  they  have  passed  unanswered  ? 

Hr.  Clit  had  previously  stated  to  me  his  feare^ 
that  Hr.  Yibpujick's  bill,  which  be  considered  as 
an  administratis  measure,  or  some  other  bill  otigt- 
nally  fVom  the  same  source,  woold  pass,  greatly  to 
the  it^uiy,  if  not  destruction,  of  the  manwactoring 
interest  of  the  country,  and  su^ested  the  propriety 
of  making  further  concessions,  in  addition  to  those 
of  the  law  of  '32,  aa  the  only  means  of  saviog  even 
a  part  of  the  protective  system,  but  without  stating 
what  those  concessions  should  be.  I  answered  him, 
that  I  did  not  fear  Ur.  Yerflahce's  bill;  tbat  it 
could  never  pass ;  that  it  was  already  so  altered  and 
amended  that  I  did  not  believe  Hr.  Vkrplahce  would 
vote  for  it  himself ;  and  that,  at  all  events,  we  should 
suffer  the  law  of  1882  to  go  bto  complete  operation 
before  we  eboukl  make  any  alteiaUona  In  its  pro- 
visions. 

There  was  no  oUigition  on  the  part  of  Kr.  Cut 
to  consult  me  on  this  bill ;  what  he  said  to  me  I 

conddered  as  a  mere  act  of  oonrtesy.  The  bill 
originated  with  himself,  without  any  participation 
of  the  Committee  on  Hanufactures,  of  which  both 
he  and  I  were  members.  The  fact,  however,  that  I 
was  associated  with  him  on  that  committee,  led  to 
a  belief  that  I  must  have  been  acqoainted  with  the 
provisions  of  the  lull  before  it  was  matured,  and 
suljected  me  to  some  unpleasant  tnqidries,  as  to  this 
fact,  in  one  of  which,  no  doubt,  I  stated  to  yon  &e 
conversation  I  had  had  with  Hr.  Webstkr. 

I  regret  extremely  being  called  on  to  state  conver- 
aatioDS  long  past,  with  gentlemen  whose  recollections 
now,  or  understanding  at  the  tune,  may  not  be  pre- 
dsely  the  same  as  my  own;  more  eqiedally  aa 
there  was  much  misapprehendon  In  the  pidiho  p^ien 
aa  to  the  debates  upon  this  UO. 

I  an,  with  great  reepeet, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

HAHLON  DICKEBSON. 
Hon.  Thomas  H.  Beittom, 

Washmgton,  D.  C. 

'  Mr.  B.  said  be  had  felt  himself  called  on  to 
write  to  Govem9r  Diokebsok,  to  know  whether 
he  had  made  any  mistake  in  the  statement  he 
gave  aa  to  what  had  passed  betweenthem.  He 
now  presented  Governor  Dioeerbon's  own 
words,  by  which  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
statement  he  had  made  was  mbrtantially  cor- 
rect. 

Ur.  Wkbsieb  ohaerved  that  it  was,  of  ooone^ 
very  well  known  that  he  di^red  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Eentncky  as  to  the  pn^iiety  of  pasa- 
ing  the  compromise  act.  He.never  complamed, 
however,  of  any  want  of  courtesy  or  kindness 
in  the  Senator  for  not  consulting  him  on  th6 
snt^ect  The  tmth  was,  tbat  the  Senator  from 
Eentncky  did  commnnicate  to  faim,  some  weeks 
before,  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  bring 
forward  an  important  measure,  without  saying 
what  that  measure  was.  He  oertainly  did  be- 
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come  aci^aEiiDted  with  the  measure  before  the 
Senator  introduced  it;  but  he  could  not  saj 
tiiat  he  knew  of  it  before  the  notice  was  given 
in  the  Senate.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  conversation  of  which  Governor  Dickbkbok 
^eaks,  was  about  the  time  of  the  notice  given 
of  the  intention  of  the  Senator  fVom  Kentucky 
to  introdnce  the  bill.  All  he  had  at  present  to 
Bay  was,  that,  differing  as  he  did  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentuckj  with  regard  to  the  measure 
spoken  of,  he  made  no  compMut  as  to  his  not 
being  consulted. 

Mr.  Clai  said  ho  did  not  know  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  the  slightest  conaeqnence  to  the  Sen- 
ate or  the  public,  to  be  informed  of  the  prelimi- 
nary steps  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  great 
public  measure ;  it  was  safficient  to  Bay  that  it 
was  submitted  by  himself^  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility ;  and,  after  a  faR  discussion  in  the  com- 
mittee, in  the  Senate,  and  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, was  adopted  by  decisive  mtyori- 
ties.  and  responded  to  by  the  nation  with  an 
enthusiasm  almost  unexampled.  He  was  not 
responsible  to  any  whether  consultations  were 
or  were  not  held  on  the  subject  before  its  intro- 
duction to  the  Senate ;  it  was  suffident  for  him 
to  say  that  it  was  introduced,  and  passed  in  the 
manner  he  had  mentioned. 

Ur.  0.  eud  he  came  to  thia  city  from  Ash- 
land, in  December,  1883.  At  t3iat  time  there 
was  an  impression  generally  prevalent  that  the 
protective  system  was  about  to  receive  a  fiatal 
shock,  and  would  be  prostrated.  Immediately 
after  his  arrival,  he  proceeded  to  Philadelphia, 
in  company  witli  a  friend  fi*om  Louisiana,  since 
deceased.  "While  there,  the  project  of  a  com- 
promise of  this  great  and  important  question 
presented  itself  to  his  mind,  and  was  the  subject 
of  rejection  and  consultation  with  that  Mend. 
The  Senator  from  Kassachnsetts  (Kr.  Webstbh) 
passed  through  Philadelphia  about  that  time, 
and  the  plan  was  communicated  to  him  :  it  was 
true  that  the  Senator  expressed  his  disapproba- 
tion of  it.  A  committee  of  very  Intetlieoit 
gentlemen  interwted  in  mannfitotnres  w^ted 
on  him  (Mr.  0.)  to  know  what  coold  be  done 
to  save  them  fran  the  dai^er  that  was  Uireaten- 
ing  them.  To  this  committee  he  communicated 
hia  plan  of  settling  this  question,  at  least  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  it  met  their  hearty  concur- 
rence and  approval. 

TJpon  hb  return*  to  this  city,  he  consulted 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (ITr.  Davis,) 
upon  the  subject,  and  he  at  first  expressed  his  ap- 
probation of  it,  but  after  further  consultation  and 
rejection  upon  itj  his  views  were  changed,  and 
he  voted  against  it.  He  thought  it  was  prior 
to  his  introduction  of  the  bill  into  the  Senate, 
that  he  called  a  meeting  of  his  political  friends 
at  his  lodgings ;  there  were  some  eight  or  ten 
present,  and  his  impresdon  was  that  the  Senar 
tor  from  Massachusetts  was  there :  certain  he 
was  that  he  was  invited.  The  biU  was  read  at 
this  meeting,  and  its  provisions  discnsaed ;  and 
the  fact  that  he  (Mr,  0.)  hod  such  a  measure  in 
contemplation  was  uotraiotis  in  both  Honses  c£ 


[2ffra  Com. 

Oongress,  and  one  or  two  motions  were  made 
by  persons  who  had  some  glimpses  of  the  |dan 
to  anticipate  its  introduction.  He  regarded 
these  particulars  respecting  the  prelimmariaa 
to  the  introduction  of  the  compromise  act,  ex- 
cept as  maters  of  history,  unimportant;  the 
great  and  beneficial  results  that  had  followed  its 
adoption,  was  a  Buffident  excuse  for  its  inlni' 
duction, 

"With  regard  to  the  Senator  from  N"ew  Jenef, 
(Mr.  DicEEBsoN,)  whose  letter  had  been  re^ 
he  was  upon  such  t^rms  with  him  aa  to  forlod 
a  confidential  intercourse  between  them.  He 
knew  that  he  was  a  warm  friend  <^  the  mann- 
facturing  interest,  bnt  he  was  also  a  fiioid  of 
the  Administration;  and  lie  stood  as  many 
others,  who  consi^red  their  devotiooi  to  the 
Administration  paramount  to  their  devotion  to 
the  highest  interests  of  their  country.  It  seems* 
that  from  his  letter,  he  did  mentiim  the  matter 
to  him,  and  it  might  be  so,  bnt  he  had  no  recol- 
lection of  having  done  so. 

Mr.  BsNTON  rose  to  say  that  he  had  no  con- 
nection with  this  conversational  debate,  except 
in  the  single  point  of  the  accuracy  of  his  etste' 
ment  of  what  had  passed  between  Governor 
DicKKBsoN  and  himself.  He  had  reed  the  let- 
ter for  the  single  purpose  of  showing  that  he 
had  committed  no  error  in  r^Mutine  the  oon- 
Tersatitm  of  that  genUeman.  His  object  vaa 
aocomplidied  by  the  reading  of  tiie  letter  itself; 
and  he  beUered  it  was  apparent  that  there  was 
no  mistake  either  in  himself  or  in  Governor 
DiOKBBSON ;  and  that  the  statement  of  the  lat- 
ter was  very  condstent  with  the  remaiks  wluch 
the  reading  of  the  letter  had  called  forfli. 

Mr.  Davis  well  remembered  the  transactionB 
of  the  period  referred  to,  for  he  felt  a  veiy 
strong  Interest  in  what  was  going  on.  He  was 
ready  and  willing  to  do  the  Senator  frvm  Een- 
tucky  all  the  Jiutice  he  was  entitled  to,  and 
could  corroborate  his  statement  except  as  to 
that  part  in  wMch  the  Senator  stated  that  he 
(Mr,  D.)  was  at  ime  time  favorably  ^^oaed 
towards  the  ownpronuBe  act,  which  was  not  bo^ 
as  he  had  been  <^>poBed  to  it  frcan  first  to  last 

Mr.  WiBSTEB  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Olat)  seemed  to  suppose  that 
he  (Mr.  "W. )  was  present  at  a  consultation  pricr 
to  the  introduction  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  or 
that  he  was  invited  to  attend.  The  latter  wss 
very  probable,  but  he  had  no  recollection  what- 
ever of  being  present  at  any  snch  consultation. 

Mr.  EmoHT  made  a  few  observations,  too 
inaudible  to  be  understood,  which  teiminated 
the  discnsdon  on  the  subjecL 


Satcbdat,  February  16. 
Inland  Trad»  hetueen  Nm  Mexico  aniJGiim 
— OtuUn^hiyMc  on  Mimouri  Prei^ur. 
Hr.  Linn  presented  the  menoOTial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  request- 
ing Oongress  to  pass  a  law  altering  the  present 
mode  (^issni^  titles  to  land;  which  was  le- 
ftored  to  the  (3ominittee  on  PnWo  Lands. 


Ii^ami  Trait  hetmm  New  Menea  mi  Mimomi. 
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Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  and  custom- 
house at  some  point  on  the  Missouri  Kiver,  and 
allowing  those  who  trade  with  Mexico  hy  land 
the  privilege  of  drawback  and  debenture.  Mr. 
LiKN  went  into  a  number  of  interesting  det^la, 
showing  the  importance  and  former  extent  of 
the  trade  between  this  conntry  and  the  Hencan 
provinces,  and  with  the  Indians  of  the  Oregon 
Territory,  and  its  comparative  insignifioancd  at 
present.  The  Hadson  Bay  Company,  from 
their  ^eat  faciliUes  bhA  advantagesw  were  mo- 
nopolizing the  whole  Indian  and  Mexican 
trade,  as  they  imported  their  goods  free  of 
duty ;  and  they  would  soon  obtiun  a  danger- 
ous ascendency  over  the  minds  of  the  Indians. 
He  said  that  if  there  was  not  prompt  action  on 
the  part  of  Congress  on  this  subject,  not  only 
the  trade  with  the  Mexican  provinces  would 
cease,  but  that  the  territory  inhabited  by  these 
ludians  would  be  wrested  from  us.  Mr.  L. 
said  he  had,  some  Aajs  since,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  occupation  of  the  Oregon  Territory, 
irith  a  view  to  doing  fiomethiog  on  this  snl^ect, 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  oonnder  and 
act  upon  at  an  early  day. 


HOUSE  OF  BEPREBEKTATI\*ES. 
Tdsbday,  February  19. 
SeorganigaUon  <^  %h»  Navy. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ^  Mr. 
Banks  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bin.  The  question  immediately  before  the  com- 
mittee, was  the  motaon  of  Mr.  Cbabt  to  strike 
oat  from  the  bill  yie  appropriation  to  the  navy 
board. 

Mr.  Kbnwbdt,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
Eud  he  was  pleased  that  the  House  had,  since 
ho  obtained  it,  shaped  for  itself  another  course, 
by  adopting  the  resolution  calling  for  a  report 
of  a  plan  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy  at  the 
next  session  for  reorganizing  this  board,  and, 
therefore,  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to  say 
much  as  to  the  particnlar  motion  before  the 
House,  Ho  thought  the  course  adopted  was 
the  most  appropriate  one.  Mr.  E.  then  went 
on  to  review  the  policy  of  the  past  and  present 
AdmiidBtratiMU,  and  denounced  it  fn  unmeas- 
wed  terms. 

Mr.  HowAKD  &en  obtained  the  floor,  and 
■aid,  as  a  friend  of  the  navy,  he  returned  his 
sincere  thanks  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
for  the  interest  he  evinced  in  hurrying  forward 
the  proportion ;  and,  instead  of  b^g  rebuked 
cm  acoonnt  <3i  the  section  of  country  from  which 
it  came,  as  he  had  been  done  by  some  gentle- 
men, he  merited  their  thanks. 

He  then  went  on  to  reply,  at  length,  to  his 
colleague,  (Mr.  Kennedt,)  in  vindication  of  the 
Administration.  He  referred  to  the  essential 
services  which  that  gentieman  had  rendered  in 
breaking  down  the  administration  of  John  Q. 
rouXIII^-48  • 


[FBBBOAxr,  1888. 

Adams,  which  he  had  just  eulc^zed,  and  the 
great  talent  he  had  evinced,  and  had  devoted, 
to  bringing  into  existence  the  administrations 
of  Gener^  Jackson  and  Martin  Van  Burei^ 
which  he  had  just  denounced  in  such  unmeas- 
ured terms.  He  looked  upon  the  violent  strug- 
gle of  the  Opposition  for  the  Presidency,  as  the 
prolific  source  from  which  mtrung  all  the  evils 
of  the  present  din-  which  tiis  colleague  (ICr. 
E.)  complidned  of.  He  then  referred  to  the 
t^ff  question,  which,  he  feared.  Instead  of  b^g 
settled  with  a  single  eye  to  tiie  interest  <d  tiie 
country,  would  be  pressed  into  requisition  to 
subserve  party  ends,  and  instanced  the  periodi- 
cal attempts  to  agitato  that  question  just  preced- 
ing the  past  Presidential  elections.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  limitation  to  tho  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Presidency,  which  had  been  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman  fit)m  Kentucky,  ^r.  Uir- 
DERWOOD,)  and  intimated  that  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  a  limitation  to  one  term  of  six  ^ears. 
He  then  examined  the  charge  of  proscnpti(m 
which  had  been  so  frequentiy  rung  in  the  ears 
of  the  party,  and  referred  to  the  Targe  number 
of  the  Oppositi<Hi  in  office  in,  the  State  he  in 
part  represented,  and  elsewhere,  ud  reviewed 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Opposition  where 
Uiey  had  the  power. 

Mr.  Eennbdt  briefly  rejoined, 

Mr.  Bbonbon  said  that,  at  the  sn^nestion  of 
many  gentlemen  who  were  friendly  to  the 
amendment  itself,  but  who  did  not  consider  this 
as  tho  proper  time  to  press  it,  and  especially 
since  the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  this  morn- 
ing rendered  further  action  at  this  time  un- 
necessary, he  would  withdraw  the  amendment 
he  had  offered ;  and  he  withdrew  it  aooord- 
higly. 


IN  SENATB. 

Sattjicdat,  February  23. 
Th«  Vice  Freaidmt  letna      Chairfar  ^ 
BaHon. 

The  YiOE  PsBsmENT  sdd,  that  according  to 
usage,  he  did  not  intend  to  resume  his  seat  in 
the  Senate  this  session.  He  had  a  g^eat  deal 
of  correspondence,  and  some  business  at  the 
public  offices  to  attend  to,  which  the  Senate 
knew  that  he  could  not  do  while  p«forming 
his  duties  in  the  chair,  and  therefore  his  ab- 
sence from  the  Senate  became  indispensably 
necessary.  Be  would  take  this  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  obligations  to  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  kindness  and  courtesy  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  dnring  the  years  he 
had  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and  he 
condnded  by  wishing  them  all  a  safe  and  hap- 
py return  to  their  fiimilies  and  their  homes. 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 


TnsBDAT,  Felnnary  S6. 
Petition  of  ^  Florentine  Lady,  Amoriea 

Vetpwci. 

Mr.  T^ALKKBf  from  the  Committee  on  the 
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Public  Land;*,  to  which  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  America  Yeapacci,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

)be  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  to  which  wits 
reTerred  m  much  of  the  petition  of  America  Ves- 
pucci OS  relates  to  a  grant  of  land,  beg  1ea7e  to 
report : 

That,  conceiving  it  to  bo  their  duty  to  verify  the 
Acts  npon  which  the  application  was  ftinnded,  they 
have  examined  a  Toluminons  mass  of  documentary 
evidence,  and  find  the  statements  of  the  memorial 
to  be  Ailly  sustained.  They  have  seen  the  authentic 
oerUflcates  of  baptism,  through  many  generations, 
of  the  YespQcci  family  in  Florence,  which  attest  the 
lineage  and  descent  of  the  memorialist.  They  have 
read  the  highly  favorable  and  complimentary  letter 
of  the  Queen  of  the  French,  through  her  secretary, 
to  the  petitioner.  They  have  read  tho  letter  to  her 
of  the  King  of  tlie  Freoch,  through  the  Minister  of 
the  Interior,  subscribing  for  a  work  for  the  King,  of 
which  she  was  tbe  author ;  and  have  also  read  the 

Scrmiesion  of  the  French  Minister  of  the  Marine  for 
er  to  sail  in  a  French  national  vessel.  The  com- 
mittee have  also  had  before  them  her  credentials  from 
the  Minister  of  Tuscany,  in  France,  and  many  other 
papers  of  high  character  and  aatbentidty  In  her 
favor.  They  have  also  witnessed  her  own  personal 
deportment  here,  and  the  manner  In  which  she  has 
been  received  by  the  French  legation,  which,  added 
to  other  testimonials,  leave  not  a  doubt  of  the  identity 
of  the  memorialist,  and  the  truth  of  her  representa- 

tiODB. 

After  the  lapse,  then,  of  more  than  three  centnries, 
a  descendant  of  the  celebrated  Americus  Yespucius 
ifl  amongst  us.  This  heroic  navisator,  before,  and 
also  after  the  close  of  the  fifteenth .  century,  landed 
upon  the  shores  of  the  new  world,  among  tiie  most 
early  and  scientific  of  those  who  succeeded  the  great 
and  pre-eminent  Oolambns  hi  ttie  discovery  of  this 
continent  A  descriptive  narrative  of  bis  several 
voyages  was  written  and  pnblidied  by  Americus, 
and  Europe  baptized  with  hb  name  this  mighty  con- 
tinent This  name  can  never  now  be  atrandoned. 
It  is  the  name  of  our  beloved  country.  It  is  as- 
sociated with  all  the  glories  of  the  post,  and  the  still 
brighter  hopes  of  the  Aiture.  It  is  written  npon  our 
national  cons^tation,  and  engraven  upon  the  heart 
of  every  true  American.  Under  this  ninie  we  have 
Eoooeeded  in  two  Htmgries  with  the  most  fornddable 
power  in>  Edrope,  and  have  so  wonderfully  aug- 
men  ted  In  population  that,  should  the  same  ratio  of 
increase  continue  for  the  future,  the  dose  of  this 
century  will  find  withlu  our  limits  more  than  one 
hundred  millions  of  people,  and  more  tlun  five  mil- 
lions  within  the  single  city  of  New  Totk.  In  reflect- 
ing, then,  with  glory  upon  the  name  of  America, 
can  we  forget  the  great  navigator  from  whom  we 
derived  this  proudest  of  earthly  titles  ?  A  descend- 
ant of  Americus  is  now  here ;  a  young,  interesting, 
dignified,  and  accomplished  lady,  with  a  mind  of  the 
highest  intellectual  culture,  and  a  heart  beating  witii 
all  our  own  enthusiasm  in  the  cause  of  American  and 
of  human  liberty.  She  feels  that  the  name  she  bean 
is  a  prouder  titie  than  any  that  earthly  mtmarchs  can 
l>e9tow,  and  she  cornea  here  asking  of  ns  a  small  cor- 
ner of  American  soil  where  she  may  pass  tiie  remain- 
der of  her  days  in  this  the  land  of  her  adopUoiL  She 
comes  here  as  an  exile,  se^mrated  forever  from  her 
family  and  friends,  a  stranger,  without  a  country  and 
without  a  home,  expelled  from  her  native  Italy  for 


the  avowal  and  maintenance  of  opinions  favorable  to 
free  institutions,  and  an  ardent  desire  for  the  esld>- 
li^mient  of  her  country's  freedom.  That  she  is  in- 
deed worthy  of  the  name  of  America ;  that  ber  heart 
is  indeed  imbued  with  American  princi^es  and  a  Cer- 
vent  love  of  human  liberty,  is  proved,  in  ber  eaie^ 
by  toils,  and  perils,  and  sacrifices,  worthy  of  tbe 
proudest  days  of  antiquity,  when  the  Roman  and  Ute 
Spartan  matron  were  ever  ready  to  surrender  life 
itself  in  then-  country's  service. 

The  petitioner  desires  the  donation  to  her  of  a 
small  ttsct  of  land  by  Congress.  With  every  fedit^ 
of  respect  and  kindness  for  the  memorialbt,  a  n» 
jority  of  the  comnuttee  deem  it  impoarible  for  tUt 
Government  to  moke  the  grant  They  think  soch  a 
grant  without  a  precedent,  and  that  it  would  vicdate 
the  spirit  of  those  compacts  by  which  tbe  poUic  do- 
main  was  coded  to  this  Government  It  ia  tbe  unan- 
imous and  anxious  dedre  of  the  committee  that  tbe 
petitioner  should^rccdve  all  tbe  beneftis  and  recogni- 
tion that  this  Government  can  bestow.  What  tlus 
Government  cannot  do  is  within  tbe  power  <^  the 
American  people.  They  feci  at  least  an  equal  pride 
and  glory  with  us  in  the  name  of  America,  Throu^ 
out  our  wide-extended  country,  among  all  clasps,  this 
feeling  is  universal ;  and  in  the  humblest  cottage  the 
poorest  American  feels  that  this  name,  the  name  of 
bis  beloved  country,  is  a  prouder  title  than  any  that 
adorns  the  monarch^  biow,  and  that  if  be  bas  no 
other  property,  this  name,  with  all  ite  great  and  glo- 
rious associations,  with  the  past  and  hopes  for  the  fu- 
ture, is  an  all-6u£Bcient  heritage  to  trananit  to  his 
children.  This  generous,  patriotic,  and  enligfatCDcd 
people  will  take  into  their  own  hands  tbe  case  of 
Anierioa  Ycsnmcd.  TbeyvQl  procnie  fbrberthat 
home  irtddi  she  desires  among  us.  Tb^  win  do  all 
ti^t  Congress  is  forbidden  to  do,  and  inSnitdy  more 
than  she  asks  or  desires,  and  demonstrate  to  tbe 
world  that  the  name  of  America,  our  country's  name, 
is  dear  to  us  all,  and  shall  be  honored,  re^tected, 
and  cherished  in  tiie  person  of*  the  interesting  exile 
from  whose  ancestor  we  derive  the  great  and  glorious 
titie. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lavsleu  Trt»p<men  and  Depredatort,  from  fit 
Britiith  ^T0iiijtea^  o»  the  State  tjf  Maine. 
The  pBEsnwHT  snbinitted  tlie  following  Ues* 

sage  from  tiie  Freiident  of  the  United' States: 

I  hty  before  Congress  several  despatches  from  bit 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Hiune,  with  cnclcKure^ 
communicating  certain  proceedings  of  the  Legislatare 
of  that  State,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  made  by  my  direction,  tt^tiier  with  a 
note  ftom  H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Hinister  Plenipotentiary  of  Great  Britain,  with  ibi 
'  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  same. 

It  win  appear  from  those  documents,  tbat  a  ov* 
merous  band  of  lawless  and  desperate  men,  cbi^ 
firom  the  a^olnlng  Britiri)  Provinces,  but  witiioat 
the  autiiority  or  sanction  of  the  Proviooial  Govern- 
ment, had  trespassed  upon  that  portion  of  tbe  terri- 
tory in  dispute  between  the  United  ^ates  and  Gie^ 
Brtialn  iriiidt  Is  watered  bytiie  Biver  ArooGttnt 
and  doimed  to  belong  to  the  State  of  Maine;  and 
tiwt  they  had  committed  exten^ve  depredatitHa  there 
by  catting  and  destroying  a  very  laiige  quantity  of 
timber.  It  will  further  appear  that  tbe  Governor  of 
Maine,  having  been  ofiScially  apprised  of  the  dream- 
stance,  bad  cotumonicated  it  to  the  Xje^d^orc,  with 
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ft  recommendation  of  such  proTistons,  in  addition  to 
thoso  already  exlsdng  by  law,  as  would  enable  him 
to  arrest  Uie  courso  of  nid  depredatioDs,  dieperae  the 
trcspassera,  and  secure  the  timber  which  they  were 
about  carrying  away ;  that  in  compliance  with  a  re- 
solve of  the  Legislature,  passed  in  pursuance  of  his 
recommendation,  bis  Excellency  bod  despatched  the 
land  agent  of  the  State,  with  a  force  deemed  adeqnate 
to  that  purpoae,  to  the  scene  «(  the  allied  depreda* 
tioos,  inio,  after  accompUdiing  a  part  Us  duty, 
was  seized  by  a  band  of  the  trespassers,  at  a  house 
claimed  to  be  witliin  the  Jurisdiction  of  Maine, 
whither  he  had  repaired  for  the  porpose  of  meeting 
and  consulting  with  the  land  agent  of  the  Province 
of  New  Brunswick,  and  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
fVederickton,  in  that  Province,  together  with  two 
other  dtizens  of  the  State,  who  were  uristing  him  Id 
the  discharge  of  his  duty. 

It  will  also  appear  that  the  Qovemor  and  Legisla- 
ture of  Uoine,  satisfied  that  the  trespassers  had  acted 
in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  both  oountrtee,  learning 
that  they  were  in  possession  of  arms,  and  anticipating 
(correctly,  as  the  result  has  proved)  that  persons  of 
their  reckless  and  de^)erate  character  would  set  at 
nauf^ht  the  authority  of  the  magistrates,  without  the 
aid  of  a  strong  force,  liad  authorized  the  sherifT,  and 
the  officer  appointed  in  the  place  of  the  land  agent, 
to  employ,  at  the  expense  of  tiie  State,  an  armed 
posse,  who  had  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  these  dep- 
rcdationa,  with  a  view  to  the  entire  dispersion  or 
arrest  of  the  trespassers,  and  the  protection  of  the 
pablie  jHOperty. 

In  toe  correspondence  between  the  Governor  of 
Xaine  and  Sir  J<^  Harvey,  Lieutenant  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  Bnmswidc,  whidi  has  grown 
ont  of  these  occurrences,  and  is  likewise  herewith 
communicated,  the  former  is  requested  to  recall  the 
armed  party  advanced  into  the  disputed  territory  for 
1309  arrest  of  tre^wssers,  and  h  infonned  that  a 
■troDg  body  of  Briti^  troops  is  to  be  hdd  In  readi- 
ness to  support  and  protect  the  authority  and  sub- 
jects of  Great  Britain  in  said  territoiy.  In  answer 
to  that  request,  the  Provinoal  Governor  is  informed 
of  the  determination  of  the  State  of  Maine  to  sup- 
port  the  hmd  agent  and  his  party,  tn  the  performance 
of  th«r  duty,  and  the  same  determioatfoOf  for  the 
execution  of  which  [novltion  is  made  by  a  resolation 
of  the  State  LegisMtote,  is  communicated  by  the 
Ooreraor  to  the  General  GovemmenL 

The  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  Brunswiclc,  in 
calling  upon  the  Governor  of  Haine  for  the  recall  of 
the  land  agent  and  his  party  from  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  the  British  Uinister  in  making  a  umilar 
denund  upon  tlie  Government  of  the  United  ^tes, 
proceed  upon  the  aasumptibn  that  an  agreement 
exists  between  the  two  nations  conceding  to  Great 
Britain,  until  the  final  settlement  of  the  boundary 
qoestion,  exclusive  possession  of^  and  jurisdiction 
over,  the  territory  in  dispute.  The  important  bear- 
ing which  such  an  agreement,  if  it  existed,  would 
have  upon  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  parties, 
and  the  inftuenoe  it  mi^  have  upon  the  a^justDM&t 
of  the  dispnte,  are  too  obvious  to  allow  die  error 
iqion  wUch  this  assumption  seems  to  rest  to  pass  for 
&  moment  without  correction.  .  The  answer  of  the 
SecKtary  of  State  to  Mr.  Fox's  note,  will  show  the 
groond  taken  by  tiie  Government  of  the  United 
States  upon  this  point  It  is  believed  that  all  the 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  two 
Governments  upon  this  subject  has  already  been  com- 
moidcated  to  CongreaB,  and  ti  now  m  thdr  flleft 
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An  abstract  of  it,  however,  hastily  prepared,  tccom- 
panies  this  communication.  It  is  posrible  that  In 
thus  abridging  a  voluminous  correspmdenee,  com- 
mencing in  182fi,  and  continuing  to  a  very  recent 
period,  a  portion  may  have  been  acddentaUy  over- 
looked ;  but  it  is  believed  that  nothing  has  taken 
place  which  would  materially  t^uuige  the  aspect  of  the 
question  as  therein  presented.  Instead  of  sustaitdng 
tiw  assumption  of  ue  British  functioosriea,  that  oor- 
respcmdence  disproves  the  existence  of  any  stuAi 
s^reemen^t  It  shows  that  the  two  Governments  have 
differed  not  only  in  regard  to  the  main  question  of 
titio  to  the  territory  in  dispute,  but  with  reference 
also  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  and  the  fkct  of  ttie 
actual  exerdse  of  it  in  different  portions  thereof. 
Always  aiming  at  an  amicable  aiQnstnient  of  the  dis- 
pute, both  parties  have  entertained  and  repeatedly 
urged  upon  each  other  a  deshre,  that  each  should  ex- 
ercise its  rights,  whatever  it  considered  them  to  be, 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  oolUm<H),  and  allay,  to 
the  greatest  practicable  extent,  the  exdtement  likely 
to  grow  out  of  the  controversy.  It  was  in  parsaance 
of  such  an  understanding  that  Haine  and  Hassadiii- 
setts,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  Great  Britain,  de- 
sisted from  naking  sales  of  lands,  and  the  General 
Ch}vemment  from  the  construction  of  a  projected 
military  road  in  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  which 
they  chimed  to  have  enjoyed  the  exclusive  posses- 
ion ;  and  that  Great  Britdn,  on  her  part,  in  defer- 
ence to  a  rinuUr  remonstranoe  from  tiw  United  States, 
suspended  the  issue  of  licenses  to  cut  timber  in  the 
territory  in  oontrovenry,  and  also  the  survey  and  lo- 
cation of  a  railroad  through  a  seetitn  of  country  over 
which  she  also  claimed  to  have  exereised  exclusive 
jurisdiction. 

The  State  of  Maine  had  a  right  to  arrest  the  depre- 
dations complained  of;  it  beu)nged  to  her  to  judge 
of  the  exigenCT  of  the  occasion  calling  for  her  inter- 
feraoee ;  and  It  ia  proumed  that  had  the  lieutenant 
Govemw  of  New  BmosiridE  been  correeUy  advised  • 
of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  he  would  not  luve  r^araed  the  transaction 
as  requiring  on  his  part,  any  resort  to  force.  Kach 
party  claiming  a  right  to  the  territory,  and  hence  to 
the  exdusive  jurisiuction  over  it,  it  U  manifest  that, 
to  prevent  the  destractim  of  the  timber  by  tree- 
paasers,  acting  against  the  antbority  of  both,  and  at 
tiie  same  time  avmd  fwdble  coUisimi  between  the 
contiguous  Oovemments  daring  die  pendency  <^  ne- 
gotiations concerning  the  titie,  resort  most  be  had  to 
die  mutual  exercise  of  jurisdiction  in  sodi  extreme 
cases,  or  to  an  amicable  and  temporary  arrangement 
as  to  ^e  limits  witUn  whidi  it  iboald  be  exerdsed 
by  each  party.  Tbo  understanding  supposed  to  exist 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  has  * 
been  found  heretofore  niffidmt  for  that  purpose, 
and  I  believe  will  prove  so  hereafter,  if  the  parties 
on  the  frontier,  directiy  interested  in  the  question, 
are  respectively  govenied  by  a  just  qiirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  forbearance.  If  it  shall  be  found,  as  there 
is  now  reason  to  apprehend,  that  diere  ia,  in  the 
modes  of  eonstrulne  that  understanding  by  the  two 
Govemmenta,  aditnrence  not  to  be  re«mciled,  I 
dull  not  hesitate  to  propose  to  her  Britannic  Majes- 
ty's Government  a  distinct  arraagcment  for  the  tem- 
porary and  mutual  exercise  of  juristUction,  by  meam 
of  which  similar  dUBcnUiee  may  fai  ftttnte  be  pre- 
vented. 

But  between  an  effort  on  tbe  part  <^  Maine  to  pre> 
serve  the  property  in  diqiute  from  deetniotiMi  by 
intnideii^  and  a  militaiy  ocwyadon  bj  that  State  of 
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the  t«riit(H7,  with  a  Tiew  to  hold  it  hy  force,  while 
'  the  lettlflmeut  is  h  Bulyect  of  n^tioUon  between  the 
two  GoTemmeaU,  there  is  an  essential  difference,  as 
well  ID  respect  to  the  poutton  of  the  State,  as  to  the 
dotiee  oT  tlu  Genenl  GoTemmenL  In  a  letter  ad- 
dressed bj  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Goremor  of 
Vaine,  (m  the  first  of  Mardi  last,  ^ring  a  detailed 
■tatement  of  the  etepa  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Tedual  GoTemment  to  bring  the  controversy  to  a 
tennination,  and  designed  to  apprise  the  GoTeraor 
of  that  State  of  the  Tiewa  of  the  Federal  ExecutlTe, 
In  respect  to  the  fntore,  it  was  stated,  that  •while  the 
oblig^tHia  the  Federal  QoverBment  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  eflect  the  settlement  of  the  boundary 
qncmoD  were  fully  recognued,  it  had,  in  the  event 
of  being  ooaUe  to  do  so  specifically,  by  mutual  con- 
sent, DO  Other  means  to  aocomidiah  that  objeot  ami- 
cably, than  by  another  arbitraUon,  or  by  a  commia- 
8)on  with  an  umphw  in  the  nature  of  an  arbitration ; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  all  other  measures  faiUng, 
the  Pre^dent  would  feel  U  his  dnty  to  snbndt  an- 
other prc^K>ution  to  the  Qoremment  of  Great  Britain, 
to  refer  the  decision  of  the  question  to  a  third  power. 
These  are  still  my  viewR  upon  the  subject,  end  until 
this-Btep  shall  bive  been  taken,  I  cannot  think  it 
proper  to  invoke  the  attention  of  Congrees  to  other 
than  amicable  means  for  the  settlement  of  the  ood- 
traveny,  or  to  cause  the  military  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral  Government  to  be  bron^t  in  aid  of  the  State  of 
Ualne,  in  any  attempt  to  cmci  that  olyect  by  a  re- 
tort to  force. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  authoriUee  of  New  Bmss- 
widi  dionld  attempt  to  enforce  the  claim  of  exclusive 
jnrisiUction  set  up  by  them,  by  means  of  a  military 
oocupaUcm  on  their  part  of  the  disputed  territory,  I 
shall  feel  myself  bound  to  consider  the  contingency 
provided  by  Uie  constitution  as  having  occurred,  on 
the  b^peidng  of  which  a  State  has  the  right  to  call 
for  the  aid  of  Ihe  Federal  Government  to  repel  invar 
•  Aaa. 

I  have  expressed  to  the  British  Minister  near  this 
Government  a  confident  expectation  that  the  sgents 
of  the  State  of  Maine,  who  nave  been  arrested  under 
an  obvious  misi^qwdiension  of  the  olg«ct  of  tbdr 
miarioD,  will  be  promptly  released ;  and  to  tiio  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  tiiat  a  amilar  course  will  be  pursued 
in  regard  to  the  agents  itfUielWTince  of  XewBnins- 
wi<^.  I  have  auo  recommended  th^  any  militia 
that  may  have  been  brought  together  by  tiie  State 
of  Maine,  from  an  ^iprehennon  of  a  collision  with 
the  Government  or  people  of  the  British  Province, 
will  be  vduntarily  and  peaceably  disbanded. 

I  cannot  allow  myself  to  douttt  that  the  results 
■titidtMted  flrom  ^eae  representations  will .  be  sea- 
•  soBsUy  realized.  The  parties  more  immediately  in- 
terested cannot  but  poo^ve  that  an  appeal  to  aims, 
under  ezlMing  drcnmetances,  will  not  only  prove 
fatal  to  their  present  interests,  but  would  postpone, 
if  not  defeat,  the  attamment  of  the  main  otyects 
which  they  have  in  view.  The  very  imddotta  which 
have  recently  occurred,  will  neofuaarily  awaken  the 
GoTertmwnts  to  the  importance  of  pnunpUy  a^fost- 
Ing  a  dispute,  by  which  it  is  now  manifest  that  the 
peace  of  the  two  nations  is  didly  and  imminentiy  en- 
dangered. TUs  expectation  is  fhrther  warranted  by 
the  general  forbearance  which  has  hitherto  charac- 
terixed  the  conduct  of  the  Government  and  people 
on  bodi  rides  of  the  Une.  Jn  the  rndform  patnotism 
of  Maine,  her  attsdunent  to  the  Union,  her  respect 
for  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  her  sistw  States,  of 
whose  interest  in  her  weUaie  she  cannot  be  oqcoq- 
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scions,  and,  in  the  solicitude  felt  by  the  country  st 
laif;e  for  the  preservation  of  peace  with  our  ne^gb- 
bora,  we  have  a  strong  guarantee  that  die  will  not 
disr^izd  the  request  th^  has  been  made  of  her. 

As,  however,  the  sesrion  of  Congtess  is  aboat  to 
termhmte,  and  the  agency  of  the  Execntive  may  be- 
come necessary  durmg  the  recess,  it  is  important 
that  the  attention  of  the  Lqpslatare  dioald  be  drawn 
to  the  conrideration  of  such  moa^urca  as  may  be  cal- 
culated to  obviate  the  neceaaty  of  a  call  for  an  extra 
sesMon.  With  that  view,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  yon,  and  to  invite 
soch  action  thereon  as  you  nay  thiijt  the  occsricn 
reqoirea. 

ILTAXTBCBEN. 
WiBBtnOTOir,  2eth  Febmary,  1839. 

A  very  interesting  discosfdon  followed,  in 
which  Uessra.  Buchanan,  Wkbstkb,  Datis, 
Olat  of  Kentacky,  Walesa,  '  Kobtsu^  and 
WiLUAus  of  Maine,  participated ;  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bvohakak,  tba  docmneats 
were  referred  to  t}ie  Committee  on  Foragn  Be- 
latioDfl,  and  ordwed  to  be  printed. 

Od  motion  by  lb-.  Taexmadok,  Ato  tboDsand 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOtTSS  OF  REPBESENTATITES. 
TuMDAT,  Febmary  M. 
Oenmil  Appropriation  BiUr— Branch  XinU. 

The  House  went  into  committee,  and  resom- 
ed  the  omsideratdon  of  the  genersl  ^i^ropria- 
tion  bill ;  the  prading  qaeetion  still  being  on 
striking  out  the  appropriatioiis  for  the  Brancii 
Minta  of  North  Carolina,  Geoi^  and  Loun- 
ana,  and  providing  salaries  for  persons  to  super- 
vise the  public  property  thereat. 

Hr.  Caubbeleno  gave  notice  that  be  woeM 
remun  here  all  night,  and  move  a  call  of  the 
House,  rather  than  again  rise  without  doeifig 
the  amendments  on  tms  bilL 

Iho  debate  was  continued  at  great  length  by 
Uessra.  Oeis,  Btsuu,  Gbahau,  uid  Beschib. 

Ur.  Oambbbluto  appealed  to  the  House  to 
take  the  question,  and  let  the  bOl  be  reported. 

And  the  question  on  tiie  amendmoit  vs 
taken,  and  rqjecded. 

IN  SENATK. 

Wxinnra>AT,  Febnuuy  27. 
Naturalization  Lata — B^pmL 
Ur.  UoDTOK  presented  the  petition  of  a  nmn- 
ber  of  the  citizens  of  the  State  Loiusisiia, 

E raying  the  entire  repeal  of  the  nattoralittdca 
iws  now  in  foroe,  and  the  passage  other 
laws  to  prevent  the  indiseriminote  inflox  f£ 
foragn  emigroDts ;  wMch  was  lelieRcd  to  the 
Committee  on  the^ndidur,  and  ndend  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BtTKB  then  moved  to  recommit  tiie  uH  to 
the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instme- 
tions  to  amend  the  bill  bo  as  to  conform  to  Ae 
residatiws  whidi  be  hod  sabmitted  to  tiie  Sen* 
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ate  tome  time  rinee ;  whieh  iras  loit— yeu  18, 
najs  26. 

North-EauUm  Frontier. 
The  FBBsiDurT  rabndtted  the  following  Ibs- 
Bsge from UieFresIdait of  tiie  United  mates: 

WuBixoraK,  Ftob.  Sf,  18S9. 

Ti>  Vu  Senate  of  the  United  BtaUt : 

I  transmit  to  Congren  copies  of  THrions  other  doo- 
nments  received  from  the  Goremor  of  Mkbie,  relat- 
ing to  the  dispute  between  that  Sttte  utd  the  Pror- 
ince  of  Ifev  Bmnswi^,  which  form^  the  subject  of 
my  ICessage  on  the  SSUi  Inst ;  and  aim  a  copj  of  a 
ntemoranduD^ned  bytbe  8eeretai7  0f  State  of  the 
United  Statei  and  Her  Britannic  Ui^estj's  Enroj 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  the 
United  States,  of  tiie  terms  upon  which  it  is  believed 
all  collision  can  be  avoided  on  the  frontier,  consist- 
ently with,  and  respecting  the  claiou  on  dUier  side. 
As  the  British  Hiu^r  acts  without  specific  authority 
from  bis  Government,  it  will  be  observed  that  this 
memorandum  has  but  the  force  of  recommradation 
on  the  Provincial  aotboritlea  and  on  the  Goremmeot 
of  the  State.  V.  TAN  BUBEN. 

[uEKouaoini.] 
Her  lfiO^"^*9  authorities  consider  It  to  have  been 
imderstood  and  agreed  upon  by  the  two  Oovem- 
BoitB,  that  the  territ<HT  in  dispute  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  on  the  NOTtb-easton 
frontier,  diouKI  rondn  exdusively  under  BriUah  ju- 
risdictioa  tmdl  the  final  settlement  of  tiie  boundary 
question. 

The  United  States  Government  have  not  under- 
stood the  above  agreement  In  the  same  sense,  but 
consider,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  has  been  no 
•giement  whatever  for  the  exerdse  by  Great  Britain, 
«l  exclusive  Jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory, 
or  any  p<»lion  thereof^  but  a  mutual  understanding 
that,  pending  the  negotiation,  the  juTiafUction  then 
exercised  by  either  party,  over  small  portions  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  should  not  be  enlarged,  but  be 
con^ned  merely  for  the  preservation  of  local  tran- 
quiUi^  and  the  public  praperQr,  both  fitrbearii^  as 
&r  as  practicable  to  exert  any  antbority,  and,  when 
any  should  be  exerdsed  eUher,  iriacing  t^on  tiie 
eondiet  of  each  other  the  moit  fiivonblo  oanstnu* 
lion. 

A  complete  nnderstaodiog  upon  the  question,  thus 

l^aoed  at  issue,  of  present  jurisdiction,  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  friendly  discussion  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  and, 
as  It  is  ecmfldenUy  hoped  that  tiiere  wUl  be  an  eariy 
aettlement  of  the  question,  tUs  sobordlnate  point  n 
difference  can  be  of  but  little  moment. 

In  the  mean  time,  tlw  Governor  <^  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick  and  the  Government  of  the  State  of 
JCaine  will  act  as  follows :  Her  Miyesty's  officos  will 
not  seek  to  expel,  by  military  force,  the  armed  party 
wUch  has  been  sent  by  Mahie  into  the  district  bor- 
dering on  the  Aroostook  River ;  bat  the  Government 
of  HiSna  will,  voluntarily,  and  witliout  neecUess  delay, 
withdraw  beyond  the  bminds  of  the  diqiuted  terri- 
tory any  amed  force  now  within  them ;  and  if  future 
neeeasify  diouid  arise  for  di^Mrsing  notorious  tres- 
paseeis,  or  protecting  public  property  from  depreda- 
tion by  armed  force,  the  operation  shall  be  conducted 

concert,  joinUy  or  separatdy,  according  to  agree- 
ments between  tue  GoTemmoitB  <tf  Hdne  and  New 
Bnmswl^ 
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The  ^tU  (riBom  bt  the  service  lespecUvdy  of 
New  BMnnrick  and  Maine,  irtia  have  been  taken 
into  custody  by  the  oppodte  parties,  shall  be  re- 
leased. 

Nothing  in  tills  memorandum  shall  be  oonstmed 
to  fwtify  or  to  weaken,  in  any  respect  whatever,  the 
daim  of  either  party  to  the  ultimate  posaesdon  of  the 
dinnted  tenitory. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  her  Britannic 
esty  baring  no  speofio  authority  to  make  any  ar- 
rangement on  the  sutyect,  the  undersigned  can  only 
recommend,  as  they  now  earnestly  do,  to  the  Govern- 
ments of  New  Brunswick  and  Mdne,  to  regulate  th^ 
fhture  proceeding  according  to  the  terms  herein  set 
f(»th,  until  the  final  aettlonent  of  the  territorial  dis> 
pute,  or  until  the  Governments  of  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  iball  eorae  to  smne  definite  ooodo- 
Bion  on  the  sobordinate  point  upon  which  they  are 
now  atissueu 

JOHN  FORSYTH,  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

H.  &  FOX,  H.  B.  M.  Envoy  Extraor- 
duMry  and  Mhiister  Flenipotentiaoy. 

"WAfmnOTOIi,  Febmary  27,  1889. 

After  Bome  remarks  from  Measra.  WnxiAW 
of  Me.,  Pbbstok,  Datis,  Rvoetxa,  Wbbsrb, 
Bbowk,  Wiki,KSB,  and  Oalhouh,  the  Heasage 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
latioDs,  and  five  thouBand  additlraial  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed. 


HOUSE  OF  KEPRKSBSTATIVBS.     .  ' 

WiDNBBDAT,  Febnuoy  97. 
Defalcation  Report*. 

Mr.  Hablan,  from  the  Select  Committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  17th  of  January  last,  to  loquira 
and  report  as  to  the  defkloations  of  public  offi- 
cers, made  a  rej»ort ;  vhea 

Mr.  Ownra,  of  the  same  oomraitCee,  on  be- 
half of  the  minorify,  by  leave,  submitted  a  re- 
port containing  the  viewa  of  the  mln<mt7  upon 
the  mljeot-m^ters  committed  to  the  ecnnnriU 
tee. 

Mr.  Haslan.  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
moved  the  reading  of  the  conclosions  of  the 
committee ;  and  Oiat  6,000  copies  of  the  re- 
ports with  the  Joomal,  and  20,000  copies  of  Oie 
reports  withoat  thejonmal,  be  printed. 

Mr.  FBTBDEnr  mm  he  was  not  cppoeed  to 
printing,  bnt  he  objected  to  the  readms.  nnlesa 
all  the  reports  were  read.  And  be  cwed  fbr 
the  reading,  acoordin^y. 

Some  oonrersation  followed  in  differMt  part) 
of  the  House,  of  which  little  oonld  be  heard, 
owing  to  the  extreme  oonfbsion. 

The  Cbaib  decided  that  it  was  a  parliament- 
ary right  to  call  for  the  reading ;  and,  after 
some  farther  conversation  on  points  of  order, 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  report  of 
the  majority. 

The  reamng  waa  frequently  intem^ted  hj 
attempts  to  suspend  it  And,  after  it  Imd  pro- 
ceeded some  way,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Owssra,  all 
the  r^rts  (bj  general  consent)  irere  lud  oa 

Digitized  by  Google 


Ikfatcatum  SeporU. 


ABBIDOHENT  OF  THB 


FkBBVAST,  1889.] 

the  table ;  and  6,000  copies  thereof,  with  the 
joomal,  and  20,000  copies  of  both  docameats, 
without  the  Joornal,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


IS  6BNATE. 

TaussDAT,  Febraar7  28. 
l^orth-Battem  Boundarjf. 
Mr.  Bfohaban,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
Tonaga  Belations,  to  which  was  referred  the 
Fresiaent's  Message,  and  accompaDyinff  doca- 
ments,  in  relation  to  the  existing  difficuItieB  on 
tiie  Korth*eaatera  fh>nlier,  made  a  report  there- 
mi,  which  was  read,  as  follows  ; 

Hie  Committee  on  Foreign  Rdadoos,  to  wUdi 
•was  referred  the  Measages  of  the  Presidait  of 
.  the  United  States  of  the  26th  sad  the  27th  inst, 
and  the  accompan^ng  documents,  in  relation  to 
tbe  ezisdog  difficoUies  on  the  Nwtb-ea^ni  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  report  the  fidloiriiig 
iMOliilimfl,  and  reoonunend  tlidr  adoption  by 
the  Senate : 

Retolv^  That  the  Senate  can  discover  no  trace, 
throngbout  the  long  correspondence  which  has  been 
snbmitted  to  tbem,  between  the  GoTemmentg  of 
Great  Britun  and  the  United  States,  of  any  ondei^ 
standing,  express  or  Implied,  much  len  of  any 
"  explicit  agreement,"  sndi  as  Is  now  allied,  that 
the  territory  in  dispute  between  them  on  the  North- 
eastern boundary  <rf'  the  latter,  shall  be  placed  and 
remain  under  the  exdusire  jurisdiction  of  her  Bri- 
tannic Uiyeety's  QoTemment  until  the  settlement  of 
the  question ;  on  Uie  contrary,  It  appears  that  there 
was,  and  is,  a  clear  subaating  understanding  between 
the  parties,  under  whidi  ttiey  bare  both  acted,  tliat, 
until  this  qnestifu  shall  \m  finally  detennined,  each 

th«n  disU  refVain  from  the  exercise  of  jurisdictitHi 
orer  any  portion  ^  the  disputed  tenitoty,  except 
sodi  parts  of  it  as  may  have  been  in  the  actual  pos- 
sesion of  the  one  or  tiie  other  party. 

Mesolvcd,  That  vlulst  the  United  States  are  bound, 
in  good  fUth,  to  comply  with  this  understanding, 
dorug  tiw  pendoKgr  of  negotiations,  the  Senate  ean- 
Dot  percriTS  that  the  State  Halne  has  -riohted  the 
spirit  of  it  by  merely  sending,  under  the  authority  of 
the  L^isUture,  her  land  agent,  with  a  sufficient 
force,  into  the  disputed  territory,  for  ^e  sole  pui^>ose 
of  expelling  lawless  trespassers  engaged  in  impairing 
Its  Talne  by  cutting  down  the  timber;  both  parties 
having  a  common  right,  and  being  bound  by  a  com- 
mon duty,  to  expel  such  intruders  from  a  territory 
to  which  each  daima  title,  takbg  care,  however,  to 
retire  within  their  acknowledged  limits  wlwn  this 
single  ot^ect  sbaU  have  been  accomplished. 

ReMolved,  That  should  her  Britannic  U^esty's  Gov- 
enunent,  in  violation  of  the  clear  undeT^anding  be- 
tween the  parties,  perrist  in  carrying  its  avowed  de- 
termination into  execution,  and  attempt,  by  militaiy 
force,  to  assume  exdusive  jorisdioltoa  over  the  dis- 
pated  territory,  all  of  whicli,  tiiey  firmly  believe, 
rigfatftilly  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maine,  the  exigency, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  will  then  have  occurred, 
rending  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  President, 
under  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  to  call  forth  the 
militia,  and  employ  the  miUtary  force  of  the  United 
States,  fmf  the  purpose  of  repeUing  such  an  Invaraon. 
AbA  in  this  event,  the  Senate  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  and  sustdn  the  Froident  In  defending  tiie  ri(^ 
of  the  oom^. 


[2SXK  OOH. 

Rfolved,  That  should  the  Britidi  antiuritiea  (c- 
frain  from  attemping  a  military  occupation  of  the 
territory  in  dispute,  and  from  enforcing  their  dana 
to  exdnrive  juris(fiction  over  ft  by  ame,  that  then, 
in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Senate,  the  State  of  II  bibs 
ought,  on  her  part,  to  poreoe  a  oosrse  of  similar  far- 
bearance.  Jjid  riiould  she  r^km  4o  do  so^  sad  de- 
termine to  settie  the  controversy  for  herself  by  force, 
the  ai^ustment  of  whidi  is  intrustod  under  tiw  eos- 
stitutioQ  to  the  Federal  Govermnent,  in  such  m 
event  there  will  be  no  obligation  ii^joeed  oa  (faaS 
Government  to  sustain  her  by  military  aid. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  Im  printed,  and 
made  iba  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

^ThHuvry  ITotea. 

The  to  reviTe  and  continue  in  force  tbe 
net  providing  for  the  issne  of  Treasury  notes^ 
came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb  rose  to  make  an  inqniry  of  Mr. 
Wbioht,  whether  there  was  any  intention  of 
selling  tbe  remaining  bond  doe  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  gave  it  nnfaesitatin^y  as 
bis  opinion  Uiat  the  sale  of  the  second  bond 
was  not  only  perfectly  l^al,  bat  a  jadidoos 
proceeding.  He  thought,  moreover,  that  tbe 
manner  in  which  the  funds  had  been  disbursed 
had  a  conddersble  agency  in  the  resumption 
of  cpede  payments. 

Td»  bill  was  passed  without  a  dtrisioa. 


H0V8B  OF  BKFBBSSNTATIVUL 
Tbussdat,  February  38. 
Florida  War—Lott  Eorta. 
The  bill  making  wpropriaUons  for  prevent- 
ittg  and  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  for  18M, 
then  came  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bell  renewed  the  following  amendment, 
moved  by  him  in  committee : 

"  For  paying  the  value  of  the  horses  and  eqmpige 
of  the  Tennessee  and  other  volunteaa  who  have  at 
any  time  been  in  the  service  of  tbe  UuMed  Sbdesia 
the  Territwy  of  Florida,  and  wKeh  were  tuned 
over  to  the  Oovemment  by  the  order  of  tbe  cov- 
manding  general,  or  other  commanding  officer,  said 
value  to  be  aacertdned  by  tbe  qmaisoncnt  ct  tM 
value  iriien  the  volunteers  entered  tfie  sorrlee,  |Mi,- 
000. 

.  "  And  tiiepro^dODS  of  acts  aiqinmd  and  in  fives 
at  various  periods  dnce  1S18,  anlhoiUiw  paytnMt 
for  horses  lost  hi  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  I9' 
rangers,  militia,  and  volunteers,  are  her^y  levired 
and  extended  for  two  years,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  and  under  the  action  <^  the  Ihiid 
Auditor  shall  be  deemed  to  embrace  all  cases  act 
already  satisfied,  of  horses  lost  to  tbMr  owneis  ia  SH<- 
vice  as  aforesaid,  in  battie  or  otherwise,  wben  das 
care  and  diligence  be  rendered  manifest  tm  tbe  part 
of  the  owner;  and  whetiier,  if  tiie  deatiiorlMsof 
rangers'  horses  ehall  have  occurred  for  want  of  fcr- 
age,  and  at  places  when  acting  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  commanding  officers,  fon^  could  not  have 
been  procured  by  {ooper  ffiligoue  <a  tiie  part  of  Aa 
owner." 

Mr.  Bdsbbu.  renewed  Us  ameiidment  to  the 
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amendment  of  Mr.  Bill,  bj  adding  thereto  the 
following: 

"  No  paTDHnt,  howerer,  Bhall  be  made  for  bones 
or  other  property  loot  or  destroj'ed,  when  the  loss  or 
destruction  ^all  have  been  occasioned  hj  the  fkult 
or  neglect  of  lb«  owner,  or  when,  by  the  terms  of  the 
eon  tract,  the  risk  vu  upon  the  owner  of  the  propertj. 
Ami  the  Taluation,  wbeD  bonee  haTe  been  tamed 
orer  to  the  Gorenunent,  iball  be  miide  at  the  time 
ttM7  were  tamed  orer. 

Ifr.  TttBNET  warmly  opposed  the  proposition 
of  Ur.  B.,  and  sapported  the  ori^nal  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  farther  remarks  from  Messrs. 
THouFeoir  ^nd  Downino, 

Mr.  Beu.  accepted  the  first-  branch  of  the 
amendment  as  a  modification  ;  but  the  second, 
he  said,  wonld  have  the  effect  of  defeating  the 
whole. 

After  a  few  fhrther  remarks  fh>m  Ifr.  Oham- 
BEB8,  the  last  branch  of  lb.  Busssll^s  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Obenitell  opposed  the  amendment  of 
'  Mr.  Bell,  and  enb'eated  the  House  to  pat  it  off 
till  next  session,  and  not,  thas  in  the  dark,  vote 
so  large  a  draft  upon  the  Treasury  withont 
liaTingrthe  facsts  or  any  invesldgflticni. 

Mr.  KnasBix  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays, 
bot  they  were  refhsed,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to— ayes  81,  noes  61. 


IN  BKNATK. 

Fbidat,  Ibreh  1. 

Cftnerdl  Appropriation  Sm—Booi  2*ureha$et 
— JhiagrMmeiU  qfthi  two  Soum. 

Tha  bill  making  appropriation  for  the  (nvfl 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  GoTemmont 
for  the  year  1889,  was  taken  np  for  eoosidera- 
tion,  and  after  several  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Oommittee  on  Finance  had  been  concurred 
in,  the  amendment  of  the  oommittee  proposing 
to  strike  oat  the  following  section,  viz :  "  For 
the  balance  doe  on  account  of  the  first  volume 
of  the  Doenmentary  History  of  the  United 
States,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars J  and  the  Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  an- 
thonzed  to  deliver  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
iite  forty  oopies  of  said  work,  and  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  HoDse  of  Representatives  three  bnndred 
and  8ixty*eight  oopies  of  said  wotIl  to  be  dis> 
tribated  to  eaoh  of  the  members  pf  the  Senate 
and  Honse  of  itepresentatives  of  the  38d,  84(h, 
and  Sffth  Oongressea,  who  are  not  mtiUed  to 
receive  the  same  under  former  reeolntaoos  or 
acts  of  Congress,"  was  oonsidemd. 

Mr.  Wbbstd  hoped  that  tlie  Senate  would 
not  strike  out  this  appropriation.  |^t  was,  ia 
his  opinion,  a  very  small  matter,  and  too  un- 
important to  be  wasting  the  time  of  the  Senate 
on  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  The 
House  had  thought  proper  to  make  this  appro- 
priation to  fulfil  the  obligations  of  a  contract 
entered  into  by  this  Government^  and  he 
thought  the  proper  way  was  to  agree  to  it^  ud' 


[Mabcb,  188». 

not  hazard  the  loss  of  the  bill  and  the  conse- 

auent  stopping  uf  the  Government  by  delaying 
le  passagti  of  it  If  gentlemen  would  perdst 
in  consamiog  time,  and  were  detormlned  to 
biggie  with  the  House  on  this  appropriation  of 
five  thousand  dollars,  he  had  warned  than  ^ 
the  consequence  and  they  must  take  the 
reqKoinbility. 

Mr.  WnoBT  sfdd,  if  the  Senator  from  Maeaar 
ohnsetti  thinks  I  am  not  aware  of  my  resnnd- 
bility,  or  that  I  fear  to  meet  it,  he  does  notknow 
me..  Mr.  W.  thought  the  time  was  come  wfaw 
the  Senate  should  make  a  stand  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  said  the  responsibility  of  defeating 
the  bill,  if  it  was  lost,  would  rest  with  those 
who  had  incorporated  this  provluon  into  it. 
Mr.  W.  went  on  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  practice  of  appropriating  money  for  the 
purchase  of  books,  and  distributing  them  among 
themselves,  and  trusted  that  the  Senate  would 
not  ooontonanoe  it  any  longer. 

After  smne  remanu  mm  Mr.  Bnmm  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  the  qnestioa  was 
taken  on  the  rec<»nnwndati(m  of  the  committee^ 
when 

The  PBBsnnaiT  annoonoed  tJiwe  was  not  a 
quorum  in  attendance. 
Mr.  fonxB  mored  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 

Senate. 

The  pRKsiDEjrr  sud  the  Senator  fW)m  Arkan- 
sas might  reach  his  object  by  moving  that  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to  summon  the 
absent  Senators,  and  if  they  refused  attending^ 
the  presiding  offloer  might  issue  his  warrant, 
and  nave  them  broaght  before  tho  Senate. 

Mr.  Sbvieb  modified  bis  motion  according. 

Several  Smators  requesting  Mr.  S.  to  with- 
draw hia  motion, 

Mr.  Walebb  hoped  that  the  Senator  fnm 
Arkansas  would  persist  in  it.  The  only  Sena- 
tors who  were  invalids,  and  whose  healths  were 
endangered  by  the  protracted  sittings  of  that 
body,  were  in  their  seats  attending  to  their 
public  duties,  while  tfrn^yurity  of  the  Senate, 
who  had  not  the  plea  of  illness  to  offer  as  an 
excuse  for  their  absence,  were  in  their  beds. 
He  hoped  the  motion  would  be  persisted  in, 
and  that  Senators,  if  other  motives  conld  not 
induce  them  to  do  so,  would  be  compelled  by 
order  of  the  body  to  attend  to  the  publio  bad- 
ness. 

After  some  conversation  the  motitm  was 
withdrawn,  and 
•  The  Senate  adjonmed. 


Satubdat,  March  2. 

General  Appropriation  BiU—Booh  iVrabuet 
—Documentary  History  of  the  Ignited  i^atot. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  dvil 
and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  1889,  was  taken  up,  and  the  question 
being  on  t^e  amendment  proposed  by  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  strike  out  tho  appn^Iap 
tion  for  the  Documentary  History— 


Gmeral  Ajpropriatim  Bill — Book  Purehaieg. 
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Mr.  Bemtok  spoke  at  much  length  agtunst 
the  ^propriation,  and  also  aemnst  the  dietribn- 
tlott  (H  the  boolu,  and  reod  A-om  reports  of 
comniittees  to  justify  what  be  add.  Ho  coa- 
rid^ed  this  whole  hosiness  of  printing  books 
for  members  of  CtfngreBS — a  practioo  which  had 
grown  ap  within  a  few  years  past — to  be  cKie 
of  the  most  abominable  abases  which  now  be- 
set the  GoTemment,  and  be  considered  this 
pwtionlar  Job  as  Qie  most  abominable  of  the 
whole.  Taken  in  every  way,  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  got  tbroa^h  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  most  attentive  members — ^he  meant 
o^ers  BtiU  more  than  himself— the  enormity  of 
de  sum  involved — the  vast  balk  and  little 
worth  of  the  work — and  the  distribntion  of  it  to 
the  members  that  voted  for  it — and  it  was  truly 
an  abominable  abase.  Kone  of  as  knew  that 
nich  a  work  was  authorized  by  us.  It  vas 
passed  in  1883,  and  it  was  nearly  a  year  after- 
wards before  we  discovered  what  we  had  done. 
He  (Mr.  B.)  found  it  ont  from  Mr.  Mangum,  of 
Korth  Carolina,  at  the  next  session,  who  was 
a  member  of  a  ootumittee  who  discovered  what 
had  been  done ;  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  it 
was  fonnd  ont  that  an  act  had  been  passed  by 
Thich  upwards  of  half  a  mllliMi  of  dollars,  at 
ttie  least,  and  poasiUy  a  million  and  a  half,  was 
to  be  given  to  an  officer  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentanves  (Mr.  St.  0.  Clarke,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House)  and  his  partner,  for  prinUng  a  work  to 
be  (^ven  to  those  who  rotm  that  officer  and 
his  partner  the  money  t  As  soon  as  found  out, 
the  abuse  was  resisted  by  some  members,  and 
has  been  resisted  for  six  years,  but  without 
effect ;  for  while  a  m^ority  condemn  and  de- 
noance  it,  yet  they  are  placed  under  daress,  and 
compelled  to  vote  for  the  money  and  the  distri- 
bution by  putting  them  in  the  appn^riation  bills 
for  the  support  of  the  Goremment,  and  then 
malnng  it  a  queatiffli  to  loee  the  whole  UU  and 
■top  tiie  Government,  or  let  the  distribntim  go 
on.  He,  for  one,  would  vote  agunst  it,  and  let 
the  Oovermnent  stop,  if  that  should  be  the  con- 
sequence ;  and  let  the  people  see  who  it  was 
tiiat  would  break  ap  the  Government  before 
they  would  cease  voting  hooks  to  themselves  I 
XlvcQ  if  the  vote  of  the  books  was  right  in  itself; 
it  would  be  wrong  to  be  put  Into  an  appropri- 
ation bill;  and  he  would  not  be  coerced  by 
finding  it  there.  But  the  whole  practice  was 
wrong  in  itself,  and  was  becoming  an  enormous 
abase—  enormous  for  the  amount  of  money — 
enormous  for  the  principle— -enormous  for  the 
fHghtfal  progress  which  it  made— en<nmoas  for 
l^e  oonaequences  it  might  lead  to.  Every  ses- 
Bion  we  have  Jobs  and  ^abribntiona.  A  multi- 
tude  of  Torks  nave  been  printed  and  distribut- 
ed. They  moltiply  every  session.  We  vote 
the  money  to  the  jobber — the  jobber  gives  the 
hooks  to  us— and  many  of  us  sell  the  books  in- 
stonter  to  Mr.  Templcman,  or  some  other  pur- 
chaser. Twenty  tnousand — ^forty  thonsand — 
sixty  thousand  dollars — are  a  common  vote, 
and  done  with  a  rapidity  which  defies  all  de- 
tection, and  in  a  way  to  eso^M  the  notice  ot 


[25th  Coma, 

the  most  attentive  members.   But  tha  is  a 
case,  not  of  twenty — or  forty— or  six^  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  hut  of  one  or  two  millions  I   It  is 
absolutely  a  case  of  millions,  and  may  be  m 
.many  as  the  jobbers  choose  to  make  it.    It  is 
without  limits  or  boundaries;  it  is  to  print 
whatever  the  jobbers  choose  to  print — for  there 
is  no  earthly  control  over  ^em — under  the 
name  of  the  Documentary  History  of  the  Bevo- 
lution.  Already  they  inform  ns  that  the  ^vate 
and  public  librwies  of  America  and  Europe  are 
to  b«  explored  to  find  either  manuscript  or 
printed  matter  to  be  pnhlisbed ;  and  th^  are 
at  liberty  to  publish  all  that  they  can  find. 
The  first  computation   supposed   it  might 
amount  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars : 
then  the  undertakers,  when  the  euoimi^  of 
that  sum  startled  evetrbody,  proposed  to  pat 
a  limit  on  themselves  by  limitms  the  number 
of  volume   They  proposed  to  limit  the  vol- 
umes to  twQuty,  and  left  the  number  of  pages 
unlimited,  though  estimated  for  at  800  pages. 
The  pay  was  by  tiie  page — so  much  the  page 
— and  at  this  rate  it  would  come  to  $20,400  a 
volume ;  and  twen^  volumes  wonid  make  * 
$408,000.   This  seemed  to  impose  a  limit,  bat 
it  was  an  an  llln^n  I  The  nnmber  of  pwes 
were  nnUn^ted,  and  instead  of  800,  the  &st 
volume — the  only  one  printed — contuns  above 
1,000  pages  1  and  instead  of  $20,400,  the  esti- 
mated, me  actual  price  is  ^6,0001  and  by 
doubling  the  pages,  the  next  one  may  be  $52,- 
000.   Tliia  bill  is  to  pay  a  balance,  a  balance 
due  for  the  first  volume ;  and  this  balance  ia 
$S,600 !  the  estimated  price  of  $20,400  having 
been  previously  paid.   At  this  rate  the  twenty 
volumes  will  cost  $620,000 ;  but  there  is  noth- 
ing to  limit  it  to  ^t  amount ;  the  puhhsbeis 
can  print  what  they  please,  as  many  volomes 
as  thciy  please,  and  as  many  pages  as  Hatf 
please  in  each  volnine ;  and  being  paid  by  the 
page,  the  balk  of  the  woik,  and  the  amoont  of 
the  prioe^  is  absolutdy  without  lindtl  It  it 
also  without  limit  as  to  time  I   It  may  last  fat 
centuries,  and  through  generations;  and  the 
Amities  m  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Fcvoe  may  be 
pensioned  on  the  Federal  Government  thrw^ 
successive  ages.  It  is  a  personal  oootraet  with 
Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force ;  it  will  descend  to 
their  representatives;  it  has  taken  six  yean 
to  make  one  volume;  and  twenty  volnmei^ 
even  if  limited  to  that,  would  require,  at  the 
same  rate,  one  hundred  and  twenty  yean  to 
complete  tiie  work.  8o  slow  is  the  forthcoming 
work  that  we  have  been  told  on  this  fioor — 
told  by  Mr.  Ktso,  of  Georgb,  who  began  Uie 
good  work  of  oppodng  tUs  madnoaa  that  he 
waa  weU  informed  tiiat  a  member  had  sold  hb 
interest  in^^e  whtde  DoeamentHy  ffisbxy,  fir 
which  we  pay  a  million  or  so,  finr  ten  dollin  in 
hand. 

}St.  B.  then  took  the  ground  that  the  whole 
contract  ought  to  be  set  aside,  for  fraud :  first, 
in  the  manner  of  getting  it  through  Congress 
in  a  way  to  prevent  all  knowledge  of  the  mag-  ■ 
iiitnde  of  titM  work^  iDd  tiiat  by  an  officer  of  the 
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House ;  next,  tor  want  of  moral  or  ocmstita- 
tioDol  power  in  the  Oouress  to  vote  them- 
Belves  Hooh  preeei^ ;  HarL  tor  the  manner  In 
which  the  price  was  fixed,  and  fixed  bearly 
twice  too  mnoh — as  he  proved,  bj  reading  an- 
swers to  inqtiiries  from  toe  most  eminent  book- 
sellers of  Philadelphia  and  other  oiUes,  address- 
ed to  them  hj  a  committee  of  the  Hotise  of 
Representatires  after  the  discovery  of  the  extent 
of  the  job  given  to  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Force. 
He  read  ft'om  the  report  to  show  that  Messrs, 
Clarke  and  Force  virtnally  fixed  the  price  them- 
selves by  patting  it  into  the  face  of  the  law, 
that  thev  were  to.  have  at  the  same  rate  that 
Messrs.  Blidr  and  Bives  were  pdd  for  a  certain 
work,  the  price  of  which  was  fixed  hj  Mr. 
Force,  who  was  selected  by  Mr.  Clarke  and  Ur. 
Lowry'for  that  purpose;  Clarke  and  Forceps 
biU  depending  in  Congress,  wMle  Mr.  Force,  as 
a  referee,  was  fixing  the  price  of  woric  which 
vas  to  govern  his  own. 

Mr.  B.  finished  with  declaring  that  this  book 
printbig  and  book  distrlboting  bnsiness  had 
pecome  an  enormoos  abase ;  that  the  attention 
of  the  country  oaght  to  be  roused  up  to  it ;  and 
if  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
was  lost,  it  would  roase  the  country,  and,  in 
the  end,  save  millions.  For  his  own  part,  he 
had  been  resisting  this  business  for  six  jears 
without  anj  effect,  for  it  was  growing  and  in- 
creasing annnally.  But  he  should  go  on  oppos- 
ing it,  opposing  all  these  Jobs,  great  and  small. 
H«  had  to  enconnter  frioida  and  Ibes,  and  to 
draw  on  himself  censure  and  opposdtion.  He 
was  sorry  for  it,  but  he  could  not  Delp  it  The 
abuse  must  be  stopped,  and  he  had  taken  a 
fixed  and  inexorable  resolution  to  try  and  stop 
it  He  had  put  on  his  iron  nerves,  and  shonld 
yield  to  neither  friends  nor  foes. 

Mr.  SouTHABD  spoke  in  reply,  inrisUng  that 
this  sum  was  due  under  a  contract  which  was 
a  law  of  the  land ;  and  tbat  Congress,  before 
witiiholding  appropriations,  ought  to  declare 
that  contract  null  and  void,  whicn  no  one  dared 
to  propose  In  direct  terms,  or  else  they  ought 
to  make  a  compromise,  and  allov  Clarke  and 
Force  suitable  images. 

Mr.  Calhouk  said  he  would  vote  for  this  ap> 
propriation,  bnt  a  aense  of  <taty  would  not 
allow  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  saving  books  to 
members  of  Congress.  He  agreedl  however, 
if  Clarke  and  Force  should  suffer  damage  on 
account  of  a  failare  hi  Congress  to  fblfil  a  con- 
tract, they  ought  to  be  remunerated. 

On  the  call  of  Mr.  Fostkr,  the  question  was 
divided  so  as  to  ascertain,  first,  whether  the 
Senato  would  make  this  appropriation;  and, 
second,  whether  the  books  shouldbe  distributed 
as  provided  for  by  the  bill.  * 

The  former  of  these  questions  was  dedded  in 
tite  negative,  thus  striking  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  $5,60a  by  yeas  ana  naya,  as  fcmowa : 

Teas. — Hesara.  Allen,  Beaton,  Brown,  Calhoun, 
Clay  ot  Alabama,  Fulton,  Babbara,  Ijnn,  Mouton, 
KidKdaB,  KHea,  NbrveU,  Fierce,  Borne,  Bolni«m. 
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Sevier,  &nith  of  Conneelievt,  Walker,  WUUama  of 
UiasiaBipi^  ana  Wri^bt--40. 

Nats.— Ueaara.  Bayard,  Clay  of  Kentucky,  Clay- 
tofl,  Davis,  Foster,  Knight,  Herrick,  Robbins,  Smith 
of  IiuUaiut,  Sootbud,  Swift,  TaUmadge,  and  Webster 
—18. 

The  qnesUon  <m  the  distribntioii  of  the  books 
was  ne^ttived  by  yeas  and  n^rs,  as  follows : 

Tufl.— Kaasn.  Allen,  Benton,  Brovn,  Calhoun, 
Clay  aC  Alabama,  Clay  of  Kentudty,  Clayton,  Foster, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  Khig,  Kni^t,  Herrick,  Uouton, 
Niles,  Norrell,  Pierce,  Boane,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Smith  of  Connecticut,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  White,  Williams  of  Ibine,  WUliHoos  <^ 
Ulsriasippl,  and  Wrigbt— 29. 

Katb.— Hessra.  Davis,  Southard,  and  Webster— 8. 

l%e  Maine  Boundary— InereaaeA  I^twer  ttnd 
Meant  to  the  J^endent  in  £Ae«WfU  ^/n- 
wtion  of  that  State. 

The  bill  from  the  House  giving  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  additi<mal  powers  for 
the  defence  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases 
agiUnst  invfulon,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
received,  the  16th  joint  rule  in  uie  way  of  ita 
reoeption  was  suspended,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded forthwith  to  consider  the  bilL  .^iter 
having  been  read  the  first  time, 

Ur.  Bbhtton  observed  that  he  did  not  think 
it  neoessary,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session, 
and  under  present  circumstances,  to  refer  this 
hill  to  a  committee.  The  snlject  was  perfectly 
understood  by  every  Senator;  the  bill,  as  it  had 
passed  the  Hoose,  was  on  their  tables;  and  the 
sense  of  the  Senato  had  been  fhlly  expressed 
in  ^e  resolations  unanimously  adopted  last 
evening.  He  therefore  thought  that  they  had 
better  not  refer  the  bill,  but  take  it  np  in  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  act  on  it  at  once. 

Mr.  Bdohanan  observed  that  the  bill  from 
tiie  House,  now  before  the  6enato,-entirely  met 
bis  approbation,  with  perhf^  a  single  exoep- 
tlon.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  he  doubted 
the  policy  of  sending  a  special  minister  to 
England ;  bnt  he  should  make  no  motion  to 
strfte  this  provi^on  from  the  bill,  unless  his 
doubts  mi^t  be  fbrtified  by  the  opinion  of 
other  Senators.  With  this  exception,  if  such 
it  ought  to  be  considered,  the  bill,  he  believed, 
was  lost  saeh  a  <me  as  the  Committee  on  "Faay 
eign  Rdations  would  have  unanimously  repwi* 
ed  to  the  Senate,  had  it  not  been  deemed  more 
proper  that  this  measure  should  originato  ta 
the  House.  It  was  precisely  in  accordance 
with  the  resolntions  which  had  passed  the  Sen- 
ate last  night,  by  which  we  pledged  ourselves, 
that  in  case  the  British  Govemmcoit  should 
attempt  to  take  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  we  would  stand  by  the  President  of 
the  Uidted  States  and  sastain  him  with  all  the 
military  power  of  the  nation  in  repelling  this 
aggression.  This  bill  oontaiDed  no  provisional 
army.  It  limply  authorized  a  resort  to  tiie 
militia  and  vcdnnteers,  iu  ease  it  shoold  bec<mie 
necessBiy  to  oaQ  ont  a  miUtary  fisrce  befiirft 
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OongresB  ootild  be  conrened,  snd  appropriated 
tiie  monej  necessary  to  accompli^  the  object 
Hr,  B.  agreed  with  his  ftiend  from  Missouri, 
Olr.  Bbnton,)  that  it  was  nnneoeeaary  to  refer 
this  bill  to  a  committee,  as  it  was  plain  and 
simple  io  its  provisions,  and  the  session  so  near 
ita  close.  At  to  the  prcntriefy  of  sending  a 
.  spedal  mbdster  to  Eiu  liai^he  would  be  ^ad 
to  bear  the  qiimon  of  othw  Senators  on  this 
saUeot 

Hr.  Taluudgk  observed  that  he  dlffived 
Titli  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  in  one 
particular.  He  was  highly  in  favor  of  sending 
ft  spedal  minister  to  England.  He  thought  the 
minister  sent  should  be  a  man  o!  character  and 
standing,  and  he  bad  no  idea  tliat  the  President 
would  send  any  otb^r. 

Hr.  SouTHABD  acknowledged  that  he  felt 
great  difficulty  in  pasnng  so  promptly  on  a  bill 
of  Buoh  magnitude.  He  did  not  view  it  in  the 
light  that  other  Benators  did,  as  carrying  oat 
the  resolutions  of  the  Oommittee  on  Foreim 
Stations,  but  going  far  beyond  them.  He 
greatly  feared  tlte  conseqoencea  of  passing  such 
a  bill,  and  was  alarmed  at  what  wonld  be  the 
reanlt  ctf  its  passage.  For  if  it  did  pass,  and 
the  Praaident  shoold  call  for  the  volonteers 
authiniaed  by  it,  there  would  be  a  war  between 
title  country  and  Great  Britain  which  might 
last  for  years.  Where  were  these  volunteers 
to  be  raised,  and  how  t  The  moment,  said  Mr. 
6.,  that  that  bill  is  passed,  yon  will  find  volnn- 
teers  assembling  nnder  it,  and  eager  to  march 
into  the  British  territories. 

Now,  I  ask  you  (continued  Mr.  S.)  to  look 
upon  the  whole  of  onr  frontiers,  and  see  what 
has  occurred  there  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  together  with  the  tone  and  temper  o£ 
the  people.  Did  it  not  require  all  the  exertions 
of  tbe  Executive  to  repreaa  tiie  spirit  that  was 
so  openly  maniiiBstedt  He  would  as  soon,  Mr. 
6.  said,  vote  for  an  absolute  declaration  of  war 
as  this  bUL  The  great  danger  was  that  the 
volonteers  would  not  wait  for  the  orders  of  the 
Preridoat  of  the  United  States,  but  that  they 
would,  as  soon  as  organized,  invade  the  Britidi 
territory,  and  thus  bring  on  a  war  while  tiie 
two  Governments  were  in  the  progress  of  ad- 
justing the  differences  between  them.  There 
were  other  providons  of  this  bill  to  which  he 
was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent,  and  there 
were  others  which  he  approved  ot  and  among 
tiie  latter  was  the  one  referred  to  by  the  Sena- 
tor Arom  New  York.  He  hwed  that  a  roecial 
minister  wonld  be  sait  to  England,  and  that 
the  misriott  would  result  in  the  settlement  of 
all  onr  differences  witii  that  power.  God  for- 
bid that  a  war  between  this  country  and  Eng^ 
land,  the  representatives  of  the  f^«edom  of  the 
WOTid,  should  ever  take  place.  He  did  not  fear 
the  contest  if  it  should  be  forced  on  him ;  bnt, 
said  he,  if  we  go  into  this  conflict,  I  wish  to  go 
into  it  coolly  and  diqyasmonately,  and  in  a  man- 
ner calculated  to  carry  with  us  the  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  whole  country.  He  prefm-ed 
that  the  Mil  ahould  he  Beat  to  a  ccmmdttee^ 
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with  a  view  to  a  more  mature  oon^eratioa 
of  the  whole  subject,  and  the  recommendation 
of  some  measure  lees  calculated  to  precipitate 
the  country  into  a  war.  In  the  present  posture 
of  affairs,  this  section  anthori^ng  the  raiaiig 
of  volunteers,  wonld  be  looked  on  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  in  no  otiier  light  than  as  a 
menaofL  and  perhaps  lead  this  high-^nrited 
people  mto  acts  of  hostility,  which  more  mod^ 
rate  measures  on  our  part  might  prevent.  How 
oould  we  expect  any  suocesaml  negotiations  fir 
terminating  our  differences  with  the  fi^jtiA 
Government,  with  this  threat  hanging  over 
them  I  Would  they  not  pdnt  to  it  as  an  act 
of  hoetility,  and  refuse  to  negot^te  vntSl  it  was 
withdrawn! 

Mr.  8.,  after  some  farther  remarks,  coodnded 
by  moving  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Belations. 

Mr,  Taluudqe  did  not  know  that  he  had 
any  objections  to  the  reference  of  the  bill ;  the 
remark  he  made  was  in  regard  to  the  sending 
of  a  minister.  But  he  saw  no  canse  for  the 
alarm  fatt  bvthe  Senator  ftom  New  3en^, 
Ko  (me  eonld  pretend  tiiatToIunteers  would  be 
raised  nnder  the  proviuons  <^  tiiis  biD  tm  tbs 
President  called  for  them ;  and  after  he  liai 
called  for  them,  they  will,  as  soon  as  rateed,  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  cannot 
go  to  Canada,  or  anywhere  else,  without  or- 
ders.  He  coiud  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
irom  New  Jersey,  tliat  any  part  of  this  bill 
could  justiy  be  viewed  as  a  threat  or  menace. 
We  have  been  threatened  with  invasion, 
and  though  he  did  not  believe  that  the  threat 
would  be  carried  into  execntion,  yet  it  was 
highly  necessa^  to  be  pr^iared  for  any  ench 
contingent^.   Should  the  British  Government 
oomplidn  of  this  clause  of  the  bill  as  a  menace, 
which  he  did  not  believe  thej  would  do,  the 
President  cotdd  s^y,  that  from  the  veir  natnn 
of  onr  institotiona.  we  were  unprepared  for  any 
emergencjr,  and  tnerefore  it  was  uiat  Gongres 
passed  this  measure  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  meet  the  inva»on  that  was  threat- 
ened.  We  shall  always,  said  Mr  T.,  enter  into 
a  confiict  with  a  foreign  power  under  disadvan- 
tageous circumstances,  but  we  shall  become 
stronger  as  it  progresses,  and  triumph  in  the 
end.  -He  did  believe  that  this  bill  was  neces- 
sary, and  he  would  therefore  give  it  his  vote. 
We  passed,  smd  he,  unanimously  the  resolu- 
tions reported  by  the  Committee  on  For^n 
Belations ;  and  last  sesricm  we  passed  reacua- 
tions  just  as  strong,  and  what  did  th^  amwmt 
to!  To  nothing.  The  British  GovemmoiL 
inrtead  of  ^ving  up  their  daims,  bad  advanced 
die  oleka  to  exdosive  jarisdiction  over  the  dis- 
puted territory,  and  threatened  to  support  H 
with  an  armed  force.  Under  fbeae  arcnm- 
stances,  he  was  for  putting  the  country  in  a 
situation  to  meet  the  threatened  contii^eni^. 
He  saw  nothing  alarming  in  the  authorizing 
this  volunteer  force  to  be  raised.   They  will  be 
embodied  only  when  the  President  uiaQ  call 
for  them;  and  being  under  his  orders,  they 
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will  not  be  able  to  march  a  foot  until  he  com- 
mands it. 

Mr.  UwBBKx  TBS  in  &Tor  of  refivriug  the 
Idll  to  the  Oommittee  on  Fordgn  Rehmim 
It  was  an  importaDt  measure,  and  shoold  go 
throogh  all  the  fbrms  of  legidation ;  and  If  it 
passed,  it  sbotdd  be  aiter  ful  and  solemn  de- 
itbOTatjon.  There  was  no  man  in  the  oountrr 
more  reluctant  to  go  to  war  than  he  was.  A 
war  would  be  highly  iDjurions  to  the  people 
he  represented,  but  he  would  not  saoriflce  the 
honor  or  the  iotereats  of  the  nation  for  the  sake 
of  preserving  peace.  He  had  no  fears  of  anj 
consequences  resulting  from  authorizing  this 
volunteer  corps.  Thej  are,  he  s^d,  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  freemen  <»  the  United  BtatM,  and 

rD  them  we  can  as  nMj  rel;  for  obeying 
laws  as  far  d^bn^ng  the  libertiea  d  the 
country.  We  are  about  (said  Mr.  U.)  to  ad* 
jonm,  and  cannot  meet  ag^n  for  many  months, 
we  are  threatened  with  invasion,  and  the  dan- 
ger is  great  that  the  threat  will  be  carried  into 
execution.  Uy  opinion  is  (said  Mr.  M.)  that 
war  will  come  before  twelve  months  are  over, 
do  what  you  will.  Ought  we,  then,  to  adjourn 
withont  putting  it  in  the  power  of  the  Preddent 
to  defend  the  country ! 

Hr.  Buchanan  said,  that  even  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  night,  considering  the  position 
which  he  ocoupled  in  relation  to  the  subject, 
the  Benate  would  excuse  him  fbr  asking  their 
attention  for  a  few  moments,  whilst  he  replied 
to  the  remarks  ci  the  Smator  from  Kew  Jersey, 
QSt,  Socthabd.) 

For  my  own  part,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  am  not  ex- 
alted in  the  slightest  degree,  but  am  calm  as  a 
summer's  morning :  nor  do  I  believe  that  the 
Senate  required  a  caution  agunst  acting  under 
violent  impulse.  I  confess  that,  throughout 
the  whole  proceeding,  I  have  been  only  anxious 
that  we  should  act  with  such  coolness,  snob 
dignity,  and  such  discretion,  as  would  secure 
the  approbation  of  the  country.  This  import- 
nnt  object  has,  I  think,  been  accomplished. 
The  jaslice  of  our  cause  is  palpable;  and  I 
have  only  labored  to  prevent  it  from  being 
obscured,  by  the  adoption  of  any  measure,  in 
the  assertion  of  onr  rights,  on  whioh  our  oon- 
stitnents  ooold  be  fair^  divided  in-  ofdnfon.  It 
was  for  this  reason  that  I  have  oune  into  con- 
flict with  the  Stato  of  Midne,  in  relation  to  tiie 
fourth  resoluticm  reported  by  tiie  committee. 
Although  I  preferred  that  rcBolntion  as  it  origi- 
nally stood,  because  it  was  more  precise,  yet 
the  change  in  the  last  clause  does  not  materially 
affect  the  meauiuf^;  and  it  has  procured  a 
unanimous  vote  in  its  favor — a  consummation* 
much  to  be  desired.  Should  Mune  act  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  this  resolution,  then 
if  war  must  come,  it  will  find  the  country 
unanimous.  On  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  it 
will  be  a  war  of  pure  aggression,  waged,  during 
the  pendenc^y  of  peaceful  n^;otlationa,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  assoming  exolnaive  milltair  juris- 
diction, against  the  clear  nnderstaBdmg  he- 
tween  the  two  Govesnmentfl^  over  a  temtoiT' 
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to  which  she  has  not  even  a  shadow  <tf  title. 
In  soeh  an  event,  the  <aily  alternative  is  war 
or  national  diatKmor ;  and  betwem  these  two^ 
what  American  can  nesitate?  Force  most  be 
repelled  by  force ;  or  national  degradation  is 
the  inevitable  consequence,  I  confess,  how- 
ever, it  is  still  diffionlt  to  believe  that  Great 
Britain  will  madly  rush  into  such  a  oontest  tor 
an  object  so  inconsiderable.  This  is  a  question 
for  her  own  decision.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
stand  on  the  defensive,  and  exradse  forbeannoe 
until  the  shock  of  arms  shall  render  forbeaxmoe 
no  longer  a  virtue. 

I  would  ask  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
what  is  there  in  this  bill  which  is  not  precisely 
in  conform!^  with  the  rest^utions  unanimondy 
adopted  labt  night?  Whidi  was  the  moot  im- 
portantof  oU  theae  reaolntionst  Was  it  not 
that  one  which  declared  that,  if  the  British 
Government  dionld,  in  pursuance  at  its  avowed 
determination,  attempt,  by  military  fwce,  to 
take  possesdon  of  the  disputed  territory,  that 
we  would  sustain  the  President  in  defending 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  repelling  this  in* 
vasiont  This  is  the  dugle  principle  clearly 
and  stnmgly  expressed  in  the  fourth  roscJutlon. 
What,  then,  do  Ve  propose  to  do  by  this  bill  I 
Merely  to  canr  out  this  principle  in  practice ; 
and  that,  too,  m  the  mildest  form  coosistentiy 
with  the  safety  of  the  country.  Would  we  not 
make  ourselves  a  ridionlons  spectacle  before  all 
mankind,  if  we  should  a^onrn,  after  adopting 
thia  aolenm  resc^ntion,  and  leave  the  Prenaent, 
without  ft  d<dlar,  to  dc&id  the  eonntir,  in 
case  it  should  be  attacked?  We  first  pM^ 
ourselves  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  sustain 
him;  and,  when  called  upon  to  redeem  our 
pledge,  we  prove  recreant  to  this  du^  which, 
but  yesterd^,  we  imposed  upon  ourselves.  la 
there  a  tin^  Senator  here  pr^ared  to  act  such 
apart? 

This  bill  is  in  fact  but  little  more  than  a  con- 
tingent appropriation  of  |10,000,000,  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  President,  to  raable  him  to 
oall  foith  the  militia,  in  execution  of  the  con- 
stitution and  the  existing  law,  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  dis- 
pnted  territory.  It  is  true  that  the  term  of 
aervioe  is  extended  from  three  to  ax.  mcmthsi 
and  the  President  is  anthorized  to  accept  of  the 
services  of  vdnnteers.  These  are  the  only- 
changes  in  the  old  law  effected  by  the  hill.  It 
does  not  propose  to  add  a  soldier  to  the  regular 
army.  Until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  it 
«elie8  exdusively  upon  the  present  army,  militia 
and  volunteers  of  uie  country,  to  rep^  the  in- 
vasion of  the  disputed  territory.  Now,  I  ask, 
what  less  can  we  do,  unless  regardless  <^  our 
duty,  we  should  determine  to  adjourn  whilst 
war  is  impending  over  us,  without  providing 
any  means  of  defence?  And  yet  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  fancies  that  he  sees  in  the  hill 
a  mmaoe  to  Eu^and ;  and  he  dreads  a  rushing 
of  armed  oitiien  volunteers  across  onr  frontier 
for  the  purpose  of  invading  the  territory  of  a 
Meadly  power.  But  what  says  the  bill !  Un- 
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less  the  oontingaicj  Bhoold  h^ipea  tat  which 
It  provides,  these  Toltrnteen  will  Temdn  at 
home.  Thej  can  never  be  embodied  wiUioat 
the  orders  of  the  Preudent  Thej  caimot  move 
towards  the  frontier  mitil  the  event  shall  occur 
on  which  we  have  K^emnly  declared  that  we 
will  oordially  co-opwate  with  the  President  in 
defending  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  coontry. 
What,  theo^  is  the  inevitable  consequence 
the  Senator's  argamont  t  That  we  shall  adopt 
no  ^recantioDarf  measures  to  repel  m  threaten- 
ed invasion,  lest  perchance  they  may  be  oon- 
Htrned  into  a  menace  by  the  invading  power. 
The  gentleman  has  not  seen  the  point  to  which 
his  own  argument  wonld  lead  him.  If  he  had, 
it  never  wonld  have  been  advanced.  Beddea, 
tUa  argnment  Implies  a  want  of  oonfidenoe  In 
«ar  (»tizen  volunteers,  which  I  do  not  feel. 

If  we  a^joarn  without  passing  this  bill,  we 
diall  richly  deserve  the  reputation  of  being  a 
Government  valiant  in  reeolationa  npon  pBp&e 
— a  Government  migh^  in  words,  bat  oon- 
tMuptible  in  action.  We  ahonld  beoome  the 
scorn  of  onr  oonstitoents. 

Bat  this  bill  is  called  a  threat.  A  threat  I 
To  prepare  for  war,  when  an  intention  to  in- 
vade our  territory  has  been  avowed,  is  a  threat 
which  may  offend  onr  powerful  neighbor  I 
Snch  was  not  the  opinion  of  General  Washing- 
ton. He  bdieved  that  to  prepare  for  war  was 
tbe  best  mode  of  preserving  peace.  Weakness 
alw^  invites  aggresdon.  Fortonatdy,  or  mi- 
fiartnnately,  for  na,  teem  the  vwy  nature  of  onr 
institntimuL  we  shall  never  be  well  prepared 
for  war;  bat  for  this  very  reason,  when  we 
bsve  cause  to  wprehend  immediate  danger, 
oar  exertions  ought  to  be  so  much  the  more 
vigorous.  We  now  find  that  Sir  John  Harvey 
is  coUeotin^  and  concentrating  his  forcea,  wbi<m 
it  Is  said  will  amount  to  four  or  five  thousand 
regular  troops,  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
making  a  desoent  on  the  disputed  territory,  and 

Spacing  it  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
ngland.  When  this  danger  is  impending, 
shall  we  place  ourselves  in  the  ccmtemptible 
pootion  <x  resolving  that  the  State  of  Mahie 
shall  be  defbndedf  and  then  re-resolviog  tiiat  it 
diall  not  be  defended,  lest  it  mi^ribt  gjtn  offtooe 
to  the  British  Qovernment!  we  can  never 
mrext  war  by  base  snbn^sdon ;  and  if  we  could, 
the  people  of  this  country  will  never  pan^iase 
peace  at  the  price  of  self-degradation.  No,  sir, 
never.  If  the  British  Government  should  ever 
complain  of  this  bill  as  a  threat,  our  Minister 
«an  point  with  confidence  to  the  letter  an<b 
proclamation  of  Sir  John  Harvey,  in  wMoh  he 
has  first  threatened  to  take  military  posaesedon  of 
the  disputed  territory,  under  the  express  oom- 
mand  of  his  sovereign.  He  can  show  tiiat  the 
menace  first  came  from  her  H^esty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  that  our  proceedings  liave  been  purely 
defen^ve.  The  bill  contains  no  proviedon  which 
goes  farther  than  adopting  the  neoessary  means 
of  self-defbnoe,  in  case  a  for^gn  foe  dionld  invade 
oar  native  land.  If  my  nei^bor  dioold  be  la 
the  very  act  (tf  ottemptii^  to  de^ve  me  <tf  mr 
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'property  by  foro&  and  I  should  stand  npon  ti>e 
defenrave,  be  might,  with  the  same  proprie^, 
turn  about  and  acouse  me  of  threatening  lum. 

Whilst  I  am  in  favor  of  defwding  the  Jait 
rights  of  Mune  to  the  last  extremi^ ;  I  am  also 
disposed  to  inform  ber  distinctly,  that  if^  ia 
violation  of  the  constitution,  which  confers 
apon  the  Executive  of  the  Union  the  treaty- 
making  power,  and  In  violation  of  the  clear 
Habsisting  understanding  between  the  parties^ 
she  will  become  the  aggressor,  and  attempt 
pennanentiy  to  occapy  Uie  disputed  teiritorr 
by  force,  we  are  under  no  constitutional  obliga- 
tion to  oome  to  her  aid,  however  difficult  it 
might  be,  even  in  such  a  case,  to  resist  her 
peaL  In  the  lango^  of  the  amendment  maw 
tothefonrthresuation,  ftis  her  duty  to  leave 
the  nltimate  vindioatira  ot  her  rij^ts  to  the 
General  Government^  to  which  it  i^tfolly  and 
constitutionally  belongs.  Bauds  off  from  tlds 
territory  on  both  ndes,  while  negotiationa  are 
pending.  During  this  period,  the  question  be* 
longs  exclusively  to  the  G«imd  Govemmaat. 
It  would  be  forever  a  source  of  regret,  both  to 
Hdne  herself  and  to  the  whole  coantiy',  if  she 
should  not  withdraw  her  forces  from  this  ter- 
ritory, in  case  Sir  John  Harvey  should  set  her 
the  example^  deosting  from  attempting  its  mili- 
taiT  occupation. 

I  deprecate  war ;  but  in  ajost  cause  I  do  not 
dread  it.  If  it  should  come  now,  it  will  be  iiH 
evitaUe,  and  we  may  ^peal  to  the  wmld  fcrt 
the  Just»ie  ai  onr  cause.  Onr  course  has  hither- 
to been  owreet  in  asswting  our  rights.  I  trosfc 
and  believe  that  Udne  will  not  embarrass  as 
in  parsuin^  it  to  the  end.  That  she  has  cansa 
to  complam,  I  cheerfully  admit;  bat  let  ber 
continue  to  rely  apon  the  General  Government, 
and  when  the  crios  shall  arrive,  if  arrive  it 
must,  she  will  find  the  country  as  cme  man 
rushing  to  her  reecne.  On  the  contrary,  should 
the  patriotic,  but  excited  feeling  which  now 
seems  to  pervade  her  citizens,  drive  them  into 
acts  of  aggression,  and  involve  as  in  war,  the 
best  cause  will  be  weakened  by  such  coodoct, 
and  distiiiction,  and  division  among  the  citizens 
of  the  otiier  States,  may  be  the  ooDseqnence. 
Let  her  be  prudent  as  well  «a  firm.  This  con- 
troversy most  soon  be  ended  either  by  negotia- 
tion or  by  arms.  Let  her  patientiy  and  patri- 
otically await  the  result,  unless  ue  territory 
should  be  actually  invaded. 

The  question  was  here  taken  on  Jb.  South- 
ABD*8  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Fordgn  Belatinu,  and  kwt  without  a  & 
vision. 

Ur.  SonnuBD  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  recapitolating  the  a^n- 
ments  used  by  him  when  first  np. 

Ifr.  Walebr  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  Iste 
hour  to  make  a  speech  in  favor  of  this  Ull,  but 
to  ^peal  to  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  (Ur. 
SouTHABD,)  and  beseeeh  him,  by  his  lore  ot 
country  and  regard  for  its  honor,  and  its  ri^ts, 
not  to  vote  against  this  bill.  It  was  not  the 
lull  that  the  Senator  supposed  it  wm.  H«  oer- 
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tiuoly  coald  not  hare  had  an  opportunity  of 
understanding  it  truly.  He  appealed  to  the 
Senator  not  to  prevent  a  nnanimous  vote  of  this 
body  in  favor  df  a  measnre  bo  essentially  neces- 
sary for  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country. 
He  Ailly  believed  that  the  Senator  regarded 
the  ri^ts  and  liberties  of  his  coua^  as  mach 
as  any  man  on  that  fioor ;  and  he  had  not  a 
donbt  bat  if  he  understood  this  bill  properly,  he 
iroold  give  it  his  support.  Every  vote  given 
against  this  bill,  sud  Ur.  W.,  will  be  regarded 
by  Great  Britain  as  an  invitation,  on  the  part 
of  the  Senator  vho  gave  it-,  to  persist  in  her 
unreasonable  pretensions,  and  never  to  sur- 
render her  claims  to  this  disputed  territory. 
Kot  to  pass  this  bill  would  be  dishonorable, 
when  we  had  declared  tliat  Great  Britain  had 
not  a  shadow  of  claim  to  thlB  disputed  territory, 
and  that  we  would  consider  her  taking  posses- 
sion of  it  as  an  invasion  of  tbe  territory  of  the 
United  States,  that  woold  justify  the  President, 
under  the  oonstitation,  in  calling  out  the  militia 
to  repel  it.  When,  In  addition  to  thi^  we  had 
pledged  ourselves  to  the  State  of  Mtiaa  to  sus- 
tain her,  wonld  it  not  be  dishonorable  to  vote 
down  the  only  measure  that  wonld  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  efiect  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Senate  ?  If  we  should  send  a  min- 
ister to  England  after  this  bill  had  been  nega- 
tived by  the  Senate,  the  Briti^  ministry  would 
laugh  him  to  scorn. 

And  under  what  circumstances,  stud  Mr.  W., 
are  we  to  refuse  to  pass  this  blU  ?  From  all 
the  official  information  that  is  before  us,  we 
learn  that  the  Governor  of  New  Bnmswlclc 
says  that  he  is  poutively  instructed  by  the 
British  QoTemment  to  take  possesion  m  this 
disputed  teiritoir,  and  that  he  is  determined 
to  do  it  with  m  the  force  of  title  Frovinoial 
Government^  both  regulars  and  militia.  There 
is  a  threat,  and  not  merely  a  threat,  for  it  has 
been  followed  np  by  an  actoal  call  for  militia, 
and  by  armed  troops  marching  into  the  dis- 
pated  territory.  We  shall  disgrace  onrseWea, 
8aid_  Mr.  "W.,  by  returning  to  our  homes  and 
leaving  a  sister  State  undefended,  when  she  has 
been  threatened  with  invasion.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  coun- 
try of  the  Senator  fW>m  New  Jersey — for  he 
bdieved  that  patriotism  beats  in  his  bosom  as 
Btnfng  as  in  that  of  any  other  Senator — to  let 
the  vote  on  this  biU  he  a  nnanimous  one  by 
adding  his  voice  in  its  fkTor ;  so  that  when  onr 
minister  went  to  England,  he  might  go  armed 
with  the  strongest  power  of  the  country.  He 
knew  that  there  were  those  within  the  sound 
of  his  voice,  who,  armed  with  such  a  moral 
power  as  this  bill,  passed  by  the  unanimons 
consent  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  would  give 
him,  could  not  fkil  of  bringing  this  controversy 
to  a  successful  and  happy  termination. 

Mr.  NiLBs  Bai4  he  r^oiced  to  see  this  bill  so 

d'ectly  aooeptable  to  the  members  of  this 
y,  witii  but  one  solitary  exception.  We  all 
agree,  sud  he.  In  this  matter,  that  we  are  for 
preservuig  the  peace  of  the  oonntry  if  we  can 
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do  so  without  sacrificing  onr  honor.  The  only 
qnestion,  then,  is,  whether  the  assuming  the 
attitude  the  bill  proposes,  by  clothing  the  Pres- 
ident vritii  power  to  arm  for  defence  only  on 
the  one  hand,  and  proposing  to  open  a  now 
negotiation  on  the  other,  the  latter  purpose 
wiU  be  frustrated  by  the  former,  as  the  Senator 
from  New  Jwsey  apprehends.  Now,  he  had 
no  suoh  apprehensions.  All  the  Senator^s  ob- 
jections were.  In  his  view,  founded  in  error. 
No  volunteers  could  be  organized  until  the 
President  called  fbr  Ihexa  by  his  proclamation, 
and  when  they  were  organized  they  wonld  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  no 
matter  what  the  state  of  excitement  on  the 
Canada  borders  was,  they  oonld  not  march  a 
foot  without  orders.  But  he  would  pass  over 
this  objection,  as  it  could  not  be  supported  by 
any  show  of  reason.  The  only  plausible  ob- 
jection rused  was,  whether  Great  Britiun 
might  not  oonoder  the  anthorinng  this  volun- 
teer force  as  some  sort  of  a  menace— as  coming 
to  her  with  the  oUve  bnuuh  in  one  hand  and 
the  sword  in  the  other.  This  was  posdUe; 
hot  what  would  be  the  ultimate  effect  of  assum- 
ing this  attitude  ?  It  would  produce  this  effect : 
it  would  connncetbe  British  Government  that 
we  are  in  earnest  in  this  matter,  and  that  though 
we  have  a  strong  desire  for  peace,  yet  we  are 
not  witling  to  delay  the  settiement  of  these 
difficulties  any  longer,  and  that  it  must  be 
settled  at  once,  or  produce  a  ruptnre  between 
the  two  countries.  The  high  attitode  we  as- 
sumed towards  France,  notwithstanding  her 
complaints  of  insults,  settied  the  controversy 
with  her,  that  had  lasted  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  Pass  this  bill  and  the  present  eon- 
troversy  will  be  settle^  in  twelve  months.  In- 
stead €a  Its  bdng  a  war  measure,  I,  for  one^ 
sidd  Ur.  N.,  prononnce  it  to  be  a  peace  meaa- 
ure.  It  will  preserve  peace  between  the  two 
countries.  If  you  do  not  pass  it,  it  will  pro- 
tract the  n^tiation,  and  perhaps  end  in  a  war 
which  will  last  for  years.  He  stood  npon  that 
noble  maxim  of  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  we  desired  nothine  from  foreign 
nations  but  what  was  right,  ana  would  submit 
to  nothing  that  was  wrong. 

Mr.  SouTHABD  here  moved  to  strike  out  the 
provision  in  the  bill  for  raising  fifty  thousand 
Tolunt^rs ;  which  motion  was  rejeotod,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tu.— Ur.  Southard. 

Nats. — Mesw*.  Allen,  B«ymrd,  Benton,  Buchanan, 
Oalhoon,  Clay  of  Alabiana,  Davis,  Foater,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  Kii^,  Linn,  Lyon,  U erridc,  Uonton,  Nich- 
olas, Nilea,  Morrell,  lierce,  Prentiaa,  Preston,  Roane, 
Bobbins,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Smith  of  Con- 
necticut, Smith  of  Indiana,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Wall,  Webster,  White,  "Williams  of  Maine, 
WiUiama  of  Uisaisaippi,  Wright,  and  Toong— 38. 

The  question  was  th&a  taken  on  ordering  tbe 
bill  to  a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  oanied  bj 
a  unanimous  vote — yeas  41. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  onanimoaaly. 
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And  the  Senate  adjoarned  at  tirentyminnteB 
past  four  o'clock,  a.  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REFREBZNTATTVXa 

Batdbdat,  March  2. 
Selatioru  wi^  Mexiao. 
Hr.  HoTTABi),  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  of  the 
37th  instant,  relating  to  UezieQ,  reported  the 
following  resolutions : 

Jletolved,  That  the  unreasonable  procraatination 
which  has  cttcnded  evei^  step,  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
in  the  progreaa  of  the  n^oUationa  betneen  the  two 
OoremmeDts,  for  many  yeara  past,  justifies  a  hope 
that  the  minister  who  is  about  to  be  sent  to  tlut 
country  by  the  Prerident,  will  press  for  a  speedy  and 
definite  settlement  of  the  demands  widch  have  so 
repeatedly,  but  ineffectually,  been  made  upon  Mexico 
by  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  8tat«a. 

jRetolvfd,  That  this  House  will  impatiently  expect 
the  result  of  this  miasion ;  and,  if  it  shall  prove  nn- 
availing,  will  sustain  the  Execatire  branch  of  the 
GoTemment,  in  any  ulterior  measutea  which  may 
bectnne  necusary. 

ICr.  Dbohooole,  from  the  Gonunittee  on 
Fore^^  Afl^r^  reported  a  restdation,  which 
was  ooncorred  in,  to  discharge  the  committee 
flrom  the  further  consideration  of  sundry  me- 
morials asking  for  the  opening  of  international 
relations  with  Hayti. 

/»«Am«*  of  PaTiama. 

Mr.  Mebobb,  ftvm  the  Committee  on  Boada 
and  Canals,  reported  the  following  resolotion, 
which  was  conoorred  in: 

Retolved,  That  the  President  of  the  TTnlted  States 
be  requested  to  oooaider  the  expediency  of  openiof 
or  contini^g  negotiations  with  the  Governraenta  ef 
other  nations,  and  particularly  with  those  whose  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  oomprdimds  the  Isthmus  of 
PsDama,  and  to  irtddi  tiie  United  States  have  accred- 
ited ministers  tut  agents,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  practicability  of  openit^  a  conmiunica- 
tion  between  the  Atlantic  and  racific  Oceana,  by  the 
construction  of  a  ship  channel  or  canal  across  the 
isthmus,  and  of  securing  forerer,  by  suitable  treaty 
stipulations,  the  free  and  equal  right  of  navigating 
such  canal,  to  all  nations,  on  the  payment  reastm- 
able  tolla 

The  Maine  lioundary^BiU  ta  Ineretm  ike 
Mtcat*  ofD^etm  in  the  Event  t^Iwaation. 
The  Honse  then,  in  pnrsnance  of  the  special 
order,  went  into  Committee  on  the  Union,  Mr. 
LiNooui'  in  the  chair,  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  hill  in  rela^on  to  the  difficolties 
in  Maine. 

Mr.  CusHiNO  oht^Ded  the  floor,  hnt  gave 
way  to  Mr.  Baltonstall,  who  made  an  expla- 
nation of  his  remarks  of  last  evening. 

Mr.  O.  then  proceeded  to  discnss  the  merits 
of  the  question,  with  reference  to  Sir  John  I 


[26th  Con. 

Harvey.  Mr.  G.  was  convinced  that  officer  had 
misconstmed  his  instructions,  and  he  adduced 
facts  which  went  to  show  it.  As  to  the  bill, 
he  denied  that  it  was  a  war  mSasnre,  either  on 
its  face  or  in  ita  spirit.  What  were  the  prqw- 
rations  contemplated  by  it  ?  Were  they  either 
aggressive  or  belligerent?  They  were  not;  they 
were  purely  defennve,  and  in  coofonnity  with 
the  act  of  179S. 

Instead,  too,  of  hein^  an  augmentation  ttfthe 
Executive  power,  dcnved  under  that  act,  it 
was  a  diminution,  because  the  law  of  '95  gave 
the  President  general  power,  whereas  this  hifl 
restricted  it  to  a  particular  exigency,  a  positive 
contingency,  on  the  arising  of  which  alone  he 
could  act.  naving  esplamed  and  advocated 
the  provisions  of  wie  hill,  Mr,  C.  proceeded  to 
defend  the  principles  of  the  bill  and  the  repMi, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Biddle.  As  to  the  present  be- 
ing an  incidental  question,  It  was  precisely  oae 
of  those  which  the  country  could  understand. 
The  main  issue,  the  question  of  honndary,  was 
involved  in  a  tedious  controversy,  running 
through  a  long  series  of  ponderons  docnments. 
Not  60  with  this.  It  was  a  question  of  fiict, 
plain  and  intelligible  to  every  man.  The  State 
of  MMne  had  been  invaded,  and  that  all  could 
understand.  Bring  it  liome  to  tlie  ordinaiy 
occurrences  of  life.  A  question  of  title  to  an 
estate  might  be  so  involved  in  intricacy,  that 
no  common  man  could  unravel  it ;  but  if  a  tres- 
passer fenced  in  half  his  neighbor's  &nn,  it  was 
plainly  understood.  Moreover,  the  case  of  the 
Aroostook  was  stronger  than  that  of  Madswas- 
ka.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  Great  Britwn  bad 
set  up  a  claim  of  jurisdiction,  on  the  ground  of 
utipomdetit.  Bat  they  had  never  before  set 
up  to  exercise  practical  Jurisdiction  in  the  Ar- 
oostook, for  there  the  uH  ptetid^it  gave  it 
clearly  to  tbo  United  States^  and  we  had  ahr^ 
held  over  it  fhll  soverdgnty.  Ibr.  O.  produced 
a  map  published  hy  theHouse  of  Oommotu  of 
England,  and  also  cited  the  commission  of  the 
Earl  of  Durham  as  Governor  General  of  all  the 
British  North  American  provinces,  and  which 
demonstrated  that  she  herself  then  regarded 
the  sovereignty  over  this  territor;^  as  not  be- 
longing to  ner.   After  dwelling  on  the  nudn 

Sioints  very  briefly,  Mr.  0.  concluded;  and  was 
oUowed  by 

Mr.  Ceabt,  who,  after  a  brief  review  of  the 
question,  made  an  earnest  defence  of  the  bill, 
which  he  retarded  as  a  peace  or  a  war  mess* 
are,  Jnst  as  it  might  be  taken  by  Great  BritaiD. 
As  for  the  State  of  Maine,  he  Imew  the  charac- 
ter of  the  people  of  this  comitry  too  wdl  to 
think,  for  a  moment,  that  she  would  recede  a 
single  step ;  and  rather  than  vote  to  coerce  ber 
to  do  so,  he  would  abandon  his  seat  and  go 
home.  He  hoped  the  British  Govenmient 
would  at  once  disavow  the  nnlaw^  acts  of  her 
Provincial  Governor;  bat  if  she  did  not,  he 
was  prepared  for  the  worst  consequences.  Nor 
had  he  any  of  those  terrors  of  her  mighty  power 
which  some  gentiemen  seemod  to  entertain. 
Her  relations  with  Bosna,  with  Persia,  with 
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tiie  Bannese  empire,  and  the  East  generally, 
-were  of  the  most  critical  character.  The  blood 
she  bad  so  cmelly  shed  in  Oaoada,  had  weaned 
the  heart  of  that  Province  from  her,  and  her 
domestic  relations  were  at  this  moment  being 
shaken  to  their  centre.  He  did  not  desire  war, 
bat  he  would  yield  nothing  to  preserre  a  dis- 
honorable peace.  After  some  mrther  remarks, 
lit.  0.  oonolnded,  and 

Ur.  Adjlhs  followed  at  length  in  nuiort  of 
the  bill,  and  on  the  qnestion  generally.  He 
aid  he  should  not  be  surprised  that,  if  tiie  Con- 
gress failed  to  do  any  thing  at  the  present  orins, 
It  might  be  taken  as  an  argument  by  Great 
Britain  that  this  Government  had  left  Mune 
to  its  fate.  She  would  answer  "no  "  to  all  the 
ohdms  of  that  State  to  have  her  rights  of  Joris- 
diction  respected.  "Whatever  might  bo  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Hoose  at  the  present  time,  he  be- 
lieved the  question  would  eventually  have  to 
be  settled  by  force  of  arms,  and,  for  one,  was 
not  disposed  to  have  much  further  negotiation. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  was  dispcaed  to 
Tote  for  this  bill  as  a  further  notifloatioa  to  the 
British  Government — (me  which  she  oonld  not 
misanderstand — as  to  what  were  oar  detenni- 
nations.  He  was  in  &vor  of  the  bUl,  not 
merely  because  this  oontingenoy  presented  it- 
self, Irat  to  pot  us  in  a  state  of  defence  for  any 
contingency  that  might  occur.  He  nndeirstood 
it  as  a  bill  to  arm  merely  for  the  defence  of  our 
soil,  and  not  as  an  indication  that  we  were  de- 
termined or  expected  to  iiave  war.  England 
cannot  understand  it  thus;  there  is  nothing 
offenuve  in  it  at  all.  Every  independent  na- 
tion, whether  weak  or  strong,  has  the  right  to 
arm  herself  up  to  the  ears.  The  right  to  arm 
in  self  defence  is  a  right  of  peace.  Indeed, 
he  was  rather  disposed  to  take  a  stiffiBr  o^ne 
thaa  this  bill  proposes,  for  he  did  not  altogether 
appTore  the  section  which  proposes  to  send  a 
special  minister  to  En^ana;  he  thought  die 
had  assumed  a  wrong  position,  and  should 
rather  send  us  a  n>eciai  minister  to  explain 
what,  indeed,  were  her  intentions. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  State  seemed 
to  regret  the  coarse  Maine  baa  taken ;  but,  so 
far  OS  he  was  concerned,  he  respected  and  re- 
vered her  for  it ;  it  was  one  sanctioned  by  the 
nnanimous  voice  of  her  L^slature.  The  act 
of  that  State  was  deliberate,  one  of  the  qualities 
-which  belonged  to  firm  and  consistent  action. 
The  act  was  not  rash  and  indiscreet,  as  denoun- 
ced by  some,  but  it  was  the  exercise  of  her  on- 
questionable  right  to  defend  her  territory ;  and 
so  fiur  from  disapproriog^  he  vonld  esteem  her 
course,  during  the  short  remnant  <tf  his  life,  as 
honorable. 

We  had  been  so  quiesooit,  that  the  usurpa- 
tions of  England  bad  now  commenced  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  rights.  He  wished  to  stop 
thom  where  they  are — send  them  back.  That 
there  should  be  no  further  mistake,  no  further 
delusion  on  the  part  of  England  as  to  what  our 
Tights  are  in  this  matter,  he  thought  tiiis  bill 
slwuld  be  passed.        however,  geuttonen 
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would  offer  a  substitute  equally  firm,  equally 
argumentative,  he  would  be  willuig  to  take  it, 
not  without 

Hr.  Legabb  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
Hr.  Adams,  and  was  understood  to  intimate  his 
approval  of  the  resolutions  which  passed  the 
Senate;  and  that  he  would  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, vote  this  tremendous  power,  given  in 
the  bin,  to  the  President,  were  he  not  of  the 
oi^on  that  he  would  use  it  with  great  pru- 
dence. 

Ur.  Bell  r^arded  the  former  proceedings  of 
Ifassachusetts,  or  Maine,  or  of  this  Govern- 
ment, as  of  very  little  consequence  to  the  pres- 
ent question,  becausd^  if  Great  Britain  intended 
to  assert  her  daim  by  arms,  she  would  give  us 
an  intimation  of  that  fact,  or  otherwise  post- 
pone it,  and  therefore  we  need  not  apprehend 
any-violent  collision  till  we  have  received  in- 
formation from  that  Government.  Mr.  B.  did 
not  think  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  conld 
pass  the  House,  and  some  compromise  must  l>e 
come  to.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  like  war  would  ensue.  He 
bad  never  qnestioned  oor  right  to  the  bonndary 
claimed  by  us,  and  tluragh  he  had  anticipated 
difficulties,  yet  there  was  no  Issue  national 
honor  now  involved.  All  he  thought  the  House 
ought  now  to  do,  was  to  express  its  concur^ 
reuce  in  the  views  of  the  President,  not  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  or  the  first  section  of  it, 
but  to  grant  him  a  sufficient  supply  of  money 
to  execute  the  powers  already  vested  in  him, 
in  case  the  contingency  provided  for  under  the 
existing  law  of  *96  should  arise.  He  had  no 
objection  to  vote  a  contingent  appropriation  of 
five  millions  or  more,  and  he  had  no  great  o1>< 
Jeotion  to  the  proposition  to  send  a  special 
messenger  to  England,  if  the  Ezeoutive  desired 
it 

ICr.  Howard  ezpltfned  that  tiie  latter  pnn»- 
o^tion  was  one  emanating  entirely  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  no  member  of 
which,  he  believed,  knew  whether  it  met  the 
views  of  the  Ezecotive  or  not 

Mr.  Bbu.  was  glad  it  came  from  the  source 
it  did.  He  then  went  on  ftirther  to  sustain  his 
views  of  the  non-ex[)ediency  of  action  at  pres- 
ent They  ought  to  do  no  more  than  declare  their 
own  opinion,  or  concurrence  in  the  views  of 
the  Executive,  and  grant  bim  sufficient  supplies 
for  any  exigency  that  might  arise  till  despatches 
were  received  from  England,  and  the  new  Ooo.- 
gress  could  be  called  together.  There  was  no 
necessity  to  go  beyond  this  point. 

Hr.  EvKRBTT  remarked,  that  the  only  point 
of  controversy  was  this:  That  the  British 
threatened  to  take  ibrcibte  and  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  debatable  territory,  and  this  is 
what  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  prevent  But 
an  agreement  ha4  been  entered  into  that  all  frir- 
ther  proceedings  on  both  sides  should  be  estop- 
and,  after  communicating  that  fact,  by  the 
dent,  there  we  should  have  stopped,  for 
no  ftirther  measures  were  required.  They 
shodd  not  have  p^mitted  any  senous  difficulty 
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to  have  grown  ont  of  an  incidental  qaestion. 
There  was  no  neoesMt;'  for  this  bill  ;  for  in 
any  contiogencx,  Mwie  would  not  be  left  de- 
fenceless, as  the  law  <tf  '95  was  in  force,  and 
anthorised  as  ntngh  as  the  EseoatiTO  oonld  po«- 
.lob^  do  in  lixt^  d&ya. 

At  this  att^  it  beUig  8  o^dook,  the  Hoose 
took  its  daily  reoeai. 

Thank$  to  tA«  Speaker. 
Ur.  -EuioQB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  the 
following  resdation : 

Jietolved,  Tb&t  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Jis.  E.^Polk,  for  the  able,  im- 
P«rtt&],  and  dignified  muiner  in  inii<^  be  has  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations,  and  performed  tfae  ar- 
dnoos  tnd  important  duties  of  the  Obsir. 

■  Mr.  UcSzHVAviDQnired  of  Qieobair  whether 
thk  could  be  recdred  at  this  time  without  sos- 
pending' the  rales  of  the  House  for  that  pur- 
pose! 

Ur.  Elmobb  suggested  that  it  had  always 
been  cnstomar/  to  <^er  a  resolntion  of  this 
kind  as  an  act  of  oonrtesy,  and  it  was  never 
objected  to. 

Ur.  Bbu.  hoped  that  no  objection  would  be 
made.  It  was  an  act  of  coortesy  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  to  which  he  presumed  there 
would  be  no  objections  of  &UcAni£al  eAaraet«r, 

Ur.  UoKbsnan  said  he  should  not  press  the 
Inanirjr  or  make  forther  objection. 

Mr.  OuKns  renewed  the  olfjeotioa.  This 
was  not  petition  day,  and  petititms  oonld  tmly 
be  presented  on  leave.  The  short  time  remain- 
ing ought  to  be  devoted  to  the  pressing  busi- 
ness of  the  ooontry,  which  ought  not  to  be 
interrupted  by  a  resolution  of  this  desolation, 
which  woold,  in  aU  probability,  lead  to  an  ex- 
cited debate. 

Ur.  Elmobb  quoted  from  the  Journal  a  prece- 
dent when  a  vote  of  thanks  had  been  paraed  to 
Ur.  Stevenson.  The  question  of  order  had  then 
been  reused  as  now ;  the  Ohaib  had  decided 
the  motion  to  be  in  order;  an  appeal  was 
taken,  and  the  House  sustained  the  deddon 
of  the  Chaib  by  a  vote  of  95  to  40. 

Ur.  Pbbhtibb  said  he  would  not  object  to 
the  <^ering  of  the  resolntion,  but  wisned  to 
oBa  an  amendment  to  it 

Ur.  EuioBB  reminded  I3m  tbat  It  was  a 
question  of  order,  and  that  no  amendment 
oonld  be  offered  till  it  had  been  settled,  and  the 
reeolation  received. 

Ur.  WisB  s^d  he  should  never  have  raised 
the  qnestion  of  order  himselfl  but  thought  it 
was  very  proper  that  it  should  be  rused  and 
considered ;  and  as  it  was  now  up,  he  shoald 
back  his  friend  from  New  Tork  (Mr.  Cdbtis) 
in  his  objection.  This  was  a  resolution — 
nothing  more,  and  nothing  else — and  it  came 
under  the  rules  which  governed  the  presenta- 
tion  of  resolutions.  If  it  was  in  order,  it  conld 
be  only  because  the  roles  admitted  its  presen- 
tation, or  beoaoBO  the  Honse,  by  a  vote  of  two* 
ttiirds,  8ti^>ended  the  role  for  a  time.  The 
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roles  expressly  forbade  its  being  presented  sai* 
on  a  particular  dnty,  and  the  nuea  had  not  bea 
soraeiided. 

Mr.  Cusna  said  that  to  avMd  delay  be  wodd 
withdraw  his  qnestion  of  order,  tfaongb  be  bdd 
it  to  be  a  valid  ol^ection  under  the  rulea. 

Ur.  Elkobx  said,  that  in  offering  thin  reeoln- 
tion  he  had  only  followed  out  a  practice  of  the 
House  which  had  prevailed  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Government.  Courtesy  had  always 
dictated  to  the  members  of  the  Honae  to  accord 
to  their  Speaker  that  meed  of  thanks  which 
wsa  due  to  his  services.  He  had  no  desire 
to  wound  ^e  feelings  of  any  gentleman ;  nor 
would  he  debate  the  proprie^  <rf  the  reso- 
lution itseU;  but  if  others  entered  into  that 

Suestion,  he  should  claim  an  equal  ri^  to 
o  so. 

Mr.  Pbkhtiss  said  that  he  had  oome 
to  the  Honse  prepared  to  MqMot  the  ofEea^ 
ing  of  snoh  a  resolntion.  He  had  seen  iadir 
cations  of  its  oominft  and  he  had  come  pre- 

{ tared  also  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  reeo- 
ution,  and  to  snstun  that  amendment^  whiA 
be  should  do,  if  left  to  austun  it  ahme.  Hs 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  strikiiig 
from  it  the  word  "  impartial*" 

Ur.  P.  s^d  he  was  nnwilUne,  at  this  boor, ' 
when  they  wore  about  so  ahortly  to  leave  that 
halL  to  allude  to  any  thing  wlu<^  might  excita 
unpleasant  reminisoencee.  He  considered  this 
resolution  as  not  a  mere  matter  of  form,  ft 
had  been  claimed  to  be  a  mere  act  of  parting 
ooortesy,  naaal  at  the  tenniuatioa  of  eray 
Congress;  if  it  were  that^  and  nothing  mute 
than  thttt—if  it  were  the  mere  touching  <tf  the 
oap  or  extending  the  hand  to  the  SpusBswho 
was  retiring  from  office— Ur.  P.  wotdd  not 
oppose  or  object  to  it.  He  was  for  awoui^ 
a^ng  the  oourteeiee  of  life,  and  they  had  teaa 
quite  enough,  during  the  present  sesion,  to 
cottvlnoe  them  of  the  neoeesity  of  doing  so; 
bnt  tlds  was  a  peculiar  case,  to  which  the  rales 
of  mere  courtesy  did  not  apply.  Ur.  P.  could 
not  consent  to  praise  the  Speajcbb  for  having 
been  impartial  m  the  discharge  of  the  dntias 
of  the  lUiair,  rimply  because  it  was  not  tne 
that  he  had  been  impartial.  It  might  be  anl 
th^  this  was  a  very  small  matter — a  omtom- 
ary  oomplimwt  merely ;  bnt,  as  every  gentle 
man  knew,  in  poUtios,  a  very  smaQ  thhig  oao^ 
beoome  a  very  great  tldng;  a  mere  thnad 
might  be  adzed  iqran,  and,  by  party  menu*- 
ment,  might  be  woven  at  last  into  a  calk 
by  which  to  lead  bodies  of  men,  and  to  oontnl 
the  Le^slatures  of  States.  The  preeemt  reso- 
lution was  one  which  presented  fadlities  toe 
being  so  availed  of.  Ur.  P.  had  no  olgectioa 
to  uttering  a  oourteons  £EU«weU  to  the  Spuxzb 
as  a  gentieman,  and  wishing  him  a  pleasaat 
journey  h<»ne;  hut  he  hel^Md  thitwts  ^ 
thaniM  vofi  to  he  lued  at  te  muck  jwIttieoJ 
capital  to  do  politieal  hiHaete  vp^s  ^  M 
/or  one,  uoa  not  dupoted  toJurniA  t'C 

He  said  that  the  Speaker  bad  not  been  im- 
partial: the  Hons*  did  lu*  ao  eonddw  him; 
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and  in  proof  of  this,  it  would  be  snfficlent  to 
refer  to  the  vote  of  the  Honse,  refosiog  to 
lum,  on  that  very  gnmi^d,  the  appoiniment  of 
the  members  of  an  InvestigatiDg  Committee  to 
examine  into  the  defaloatiooa  of  his  own  party. 
And  ^ovgh  the  debate  on  that  sabjeot  had 
nubed  and  raged  through  the  HoDse  like  an 
noobflined  tiger,  leaping  in  all  directions,  jret 
thia  was  a  point,  and  the  odIj  point,  from 
which  it  had  never  departed ;  here  it  bad  fixed 
its  dugs  with  a  determined  and  deadly  bold. 
Trort  the  fipeaker  with  that  appointment  the 
Bonae  would  not.  And  now,  to  pass  a  solenm 
vote  Uiat  the  Speaker  had  disoliarged  his  duties 
in  an  impartial "  manner,  it  wonld  be  to 
declare  a  lie.  Mr.  P.  never  would  vote  for 
snob  a  declaration.  He  never  would  say  what 
he  did  not  believe,  nor  record  the  assertion  that 
the  Spukxb  had  been  impartial,  when  the 
Honae  bad  recorded  its  own  vote  to  the  con- 
trary. ySi  p.  had  here,  in  his  pocket,  a  little 
doooment,  which  would  speak  very  intelligibly 
as  to  this  Spbizbb's  impartiality.  He  well 
knew  what  this  lesolnQon  of  thanks  was 
worth,  under  existing  cironmstances.  He 
dionld  speak  ont  plainly  and  explicitly,  as  he 
was  wont  to  do.  He  knew  that  the  incmn- 
bwt  of  the  dtiair  was  playing  a  political  game, 
fai  which  the  smallest  amount  of  capital  was 
nsefctl  to  him.  In  that  game  Mr,  P.  was 
opposed  to  bim;  and  be  woaid  not,  by  voting 
for  this  resolution,  throw  it  into  his  own  teeth. 
He  would  not  send  that  gentleman  into  the 
electioneering  field  with  wis  certificate  in  bis 
pocket.  He  woold  not  certify  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States  a  poutive  lie,  whiob  was 
to  be  used  amuist  himself  and  others,  with 
whom  he  aotM.  He  woold  say  to  tb«  whole 
conntry,  that  in  the  fmnation  of  the  com- 
mittees of  tiie  Hoose— and  what  act  was  of 
deeper  importance — the  Speaker  had  not 
been  impartial.  Mr.  P.  wonld  not  be  under- 
stood as  saying  that  it  was  unusnal  or  imi)roper 
that  the  Spe^er  of  that  House,  in  appointing 
its  standing  and  otber  committees,  shotdd  place 
upon  them  a  m(^oril7  of  those  who  corre- 
sponded with  bim  in  political  sentiments ;  of 
this  he  did  not  oomplain.  But  he  believed 
there  was  not  a  Iwislative  body  upon  the 
olobe  where,  political  parties  being  so  nearly 
bidaooed,  the  dbparity  of  those  parties  in  the 
oommittees  of  that  body  was  so  eoonnons, 
Mr.  P.  would  deal  in  no  loose  or  general  asser- 
tions on  this  sotfjeet;  ho  would  put  his 
finger  npon  the  Cuts;  nets  which,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oarolina  (Mr.  £ucobi) 
was  able  to  swallow,  bia  powers  of  d^lutition 
must  be  very  different  from  those  of  lax.  P. 

To  begin  with  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  How  stood  parties  there!  There  were 
six  administration  men  to  three  of  the  Oppo- 
rititm.  Was  this— Mr.  P.  put  it  to  gentio- 
men — ^was  this  a  f^  representation  of  the 
balance  of  parties  in  tiie  House  itself? 
Then  there  was  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  every  one  admittad  its  iuqwrtanoe,  as 
Vol.  Xin,^9 


standing  at  the  bead  of  the  finances ;  and  bow 
was  it  constitnted  t  Here  again  it  was  six  to 
three.  But  what  was  the  constitation  of  the 
Oommittee  of  Elections  f  Everybody  knew 
Uiat  a  place  on  that  oommittee  bad  been  no 
sinecure,  tlus  Congress;  so  far  from  it,  the 
acts  and  reports  of  that  committee  had  shaken 
the  pillars  of  this  Government,  as  the  bUnd 
SaniMm  shook  the  pillars  of-Diu*«i*stem|de; 
if  tiiey  bad  not  beea  absdately  t£rown  down, 
they  bad  at  least  been  shaken  to  thdr  fbnndar 
tion.  It  was  a  committee  in  whidi,  of  aU 
others,  the  strictest  impartiality  was  demanded ; 
for  there  it  was  that  the  demon  of  party  was 
most  likely  to  rear  its  hydra  head.  And  bow 
did  this  oommittee — a  committee  of  jadgea— 
bow  did  it  stand?  Savur  to  two.  Yes,  seven 
to  two;  that  was  this  Spbaksb's  "impai^ 
tiality."  Well,  how  stood  th^  case  with  the 
Judiciary  Oommittee?  Here,  again,  it  was 
seven  to  two,  if  the  distinguished  gentle- 
man from  Yirpnia  was  to  be  ranked  witii  iJia 
Admiidstration;  but  as  a  change  had  taken 

{tlaoe  sinoe  tiie  ctmstitatitHi  of  the  committee^ 
t  stood,  on  the  most  favoraUe  stat«nenL  rix 
to  tbree.  Here,  then,  nnder  the  action  of  this 
most  impartial  Spbaku,  the  fonr  mostlnqxHtant 
oommittees  of  the  House  were  so  crastitirted 
as  to  give  the  Administration  party,  as  its 
very  smallest  majority,  two  to  one;  and  the 
most  important  of  tbem  all,  in  a  political 

Eoint  of  view,  had  seven  on  tbe  one  side,  and 
ut  two  on  the  other  1 

Mr.  P,  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  as 
derogating,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
character,  or  reflecting  on  the  condnot,  <ii  the 
membws  of  these  committees— far  from  it. 
They  acted,  no  doubt,  aooordins  to  their  own 
views  of  pnblio  doty.  He  qroke  only  of  tibe 
balance  of  pditical  power  in  those  oommittees 
collectively.  But  bow  stood  matters  in  those 
■committees  which  exerted  no  party  or  political 
influence  ?  Oh  I  there  be  fbnnd  quite  a  dtflisr- 
ent  state  of  tilings.  The  Oommittee  of  Mann- 
faotares  oontaiuM  eight  Whigs  to  one  Adminia- 
tration  man.  Now,  if  their  duty  had  beeo  to 
manufaotnre  politics,  did  any  man  believe  that 
such  a  proportion  would  have  been  observed! 
Oh,  no,  the  balance  wonld  have  been  far  differ- 
ent. Then  there  came  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Oanals — a  committee  whiob,  how- 
ever nseftil  or  important,  exerted  no  poKtioal 
influence;  and  &  oontidned  serea  VhisMb 
Here  tike  iwoportim  was  seven  to  twa  So 
in  tlie  Oomnuttee  aa  Bevisal  and  Unfinished 
Buriness,  seven  to  two.  In  the  little  Oon- 
mitteetf  on  Expeaditnrea  in  tiie  Tarioos  Depart- 
ments, it  was  still  lai^er ;  some  of  these  were 
all  Whigs.  Now,  did  not  this  show  dedgn ! 
Was  there  not  a  reason  for  ao  great  a  era- 
trast!  It  ahowed  a  deliberately  adopted 
principle  of  action,  followed  ont  throng  the 
whole  selecti<Hi;  and  this  by  a  SpKixn  on 
whose  own  election  to  the  chair,  the  Hoose  bad 
bem  so  equally  divided,  that  bis  eleoti<m  had 
been  carried  bj  thirteen  votes  only  oot  <rf  two 
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hundred  and  fortr-eevea!  After  tbii,  coold 
Mr.  P.  vot9  to  declare  tbat  this  officer  had 
been  impartial "  in  exerotsin^  his  great  and 
most  responsible  power?  This  was  in  the 
tment  of  committees;  and  then,  as  to 
eases,  where  the  Home  had  been 
equally  divided,  and  the  oaiting  Tote  ot  the 
OoAiB  decided  (he  iineation  one  war  or  the 
other,  would  aay  gentleman  point  him  to  a 
BiDgle  instance,  whether  of  greater  or  minor 
importance — whether  the  decinon  swept  away 
the  whole  political  rights  of  a  State,  or  recog- 
nixed  the  official  cUuns  of  the  Globe  newa- 
paper,  w  settled  tlie  emalleet  qaestion,  where 
tiie  vote  had  not  invariably  been  given  in  one 
direction? 

Mr.  P.  did  not  deny  the  capacity  of  the 
Spuxkb,  his  despatch  of  bn^ess,  or  his  fall 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law 
— he  eonoeded  all  this—bat  it  was  the  facts  he 
had  last  quoted  on  which  Mr.  P.  took  his 
■tan^  and  denied,  nttvlj,  the  "Impartiality" 
<tf  the  OoiXB.  Ani  he  never  would,  oat  of 
mere  eoortesy,  endorae  a  tool  of  the  Ezecntive, 
or  a  iwA  of  the  party. 

A  more  perfectly  party  Spealcer,  one  who 
would  be  mora  di^xMed  to  bend  the  roles  of 
the  Hooae  to  meet  the  purposes  of  his  own 
ilde  in  politics,  never  had  pressed  the  soft  and 
mmple  cushions  of  that  gor^ub  chur.  To 
say  tiiat  he  had  been  impartial  in  the  dnties 
of  his  high  office,  woold  be  but  flattery,  it 
would  be  certifying  to  what  was  not  true ;  and 
Mr.  P.  had  too  often  seen  the  effects  of  certi- 
fioatea,  not  to  be  cantions  how  he  gave  them. 
He  was  willing  to  make  the  Spkaekb  a 
ooorteous  parting  bow ;  but  he  woold  not  con- 
aent  to  let  faim  ait  there,  and  do  all  his  par^ 
wCH-k,  and  then  march  out  with  the  honors  of 
war.  The  datiea  of  the  oh^  were  too  impor> 
tant  for  ttiis.  The  presi-^ff  officer  <j£  that 
House  ont  out,  in  effect,  all  the  business  of  the ' 
HoQse,  It  was  he  who  placed  before  it  all  the 
soateiial  for  its  action ;  and  decided  who 
should  work  it  up.  Through  the  standing 
«ommittee8  of  that  Honse^  his  {Kiwer  extended 
to  the  utmost  bounds  of  tne  n^on.  It  was  in 
some  respects  beyond  that  of  the  President 
himself.  Such  an  ofBcer  ought  not  to  be  the 
high  priest  of  party — that  Moloch  before 
wboae  altara  were  dai^  immolated  the  dearest 
li^^c^thia  Repnblia  S^eprmnt  Snxas 
«af  at  tk$  BbuM  well  hwu,  a  candidate  at 
^tme^tha  Gh^f  Magikfaeff  t^iit  own 
State;  and  to  the  eameam  ihere.  ani  CfttvivA- 
<mU  ail  the  Wett,  (hit  vote  would  he  referred  to 
M  on  undeniable  proof  that  he  had  exerdeed 
the  v^toet  impartiality  while  in  that  chair: 
^lmd  pet  the  Hovee  iteelf  had  utterly  r^fkued  to 
truet  him.  When  that  damning  fact  thould  he 
hrenffht  by  hie  opponentt,  what  more  would  he 
hone  to  do,  ahouti  thit  reaohepait,  than  to  tear 
Jlrom  the  recorde  of  the  Soute  the  Uaf  which 
eentaimed  it,  and  holding  itupto  the  tun,  pro- 
luntnoe  aii  theae  r^retmtationt  to  he  unfound- 
ed oaWmmieaf  Ail  those  gentlemen  who  did 


[25™  Can. 

conscientiously  believe  the  Sphakee  had  beea 
impartial,  would  of  course  vote  for  the  reacdu- 
lion ;  but  Mr.  P.  called  upon  all  who  did  not, 
and  could  not  in  their  hearts  believe  so,  hat  who 
did  believe  that,  with  strong  hand,  he  had 
wielded  his  power  for  the  purposes  of  s  party, 
to  vote  against  it  Let  those  who  knew  the 
reaoIntioB  to  bo  nntroe,  say  so  hj  tfadr  acta. 
For  one,  if  Mr.  P.  had  ever  seen  the  ptnaed 
needle  turn  and  point  with  stall  prertrfUng 
attraction  toward  tiie  pole,  he  had  seen  that 
Spbjjcxb  turn  with  equal  constancy  towards 
the  into^sta  of  his  party.  Gentlemen  mi^ 
raise  the  notes  oi  their  te  I>emn  lamdamMi  aa 
high  as  thoy  pleased ;  but  he  called  up<Hi  aD 
those  whose  free  sentiments  had  been  crushed  an 
that  floor  by  the  weight  of  his  official  tmndi- 
eon,  to  let  the  world  see  that  they  would  not  give 
the  lie  to  those  senHments  of  indignation  whidt 
had  often  been  forced  from  their  lips  under  the 
smart  of  oppresuon.  Let  them  not  ffire  Urn 
unguarded,  ewe^nng  eert^kata  ^  good 
Aovtor,  to  aid  tM  eteetion  of  ihe  Ooremer  <tf 
Temmee.  Thus  to  vote  a  pabUo  lie,  was  to  set 
a  bad  and  pemidona  example,  particularly  in  a 
free  Bepubiic. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  moving  as  his  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"  impartially." 

Mr.  Qbat  B«d  he  did  not  rise  foe  the  pnr- 
poee  of  discussing  the  resolation,  bat  fyr  the 
purpose,  if  the  House  should  agree  with  faim, 
of  having  immediate  action  upon  it,  thht  the 
House  might  proceed  aa  speedily  as  poanble  to 
other  businesB.  He  said  it  was  his  inteotjon 
to  move  the  previous  qneetion ;  but  before  be 
made  that  motion  he  woold  make  a  brief  refly 
to  the  gentleman  from  IDsdssippl,  Qir.  Pnn* 
TUB,)  who  had  not  otjected  to  the  resolntkn 
oa  the  ground  that  the  Bfbjlkkb  bad  not  wifli 
ability  and  importiali^  presided  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  Hoose;  but,  on  tha 
contrary,  the  gentleman  conceded  that  the 
Spbakeb  had,  with  abili^  and  impartiali^, 
decided  all  questions  whidi  by  the  ndes  aoo 

Earliamentary  law  of  the  House  it  had  beea 
is  duty  to  decide.  The  whole  ground  of 
objection  was,  that  the  Speakbb  had  appointed 
a  m^ority  of  his  political  friends  on  the  lead- 
ing and  most  important  committees  of  the 
House ;  and  hence  the  Sfbakbb  had  not  beea 
impartiaL  The  gmdeman  said,  strike  ont  flw 
wwd  "impartial,'*  and  be  would  vote  fiiwthe 
resolntion. 
Waa  It  not  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to 

Soint  committees  as  the  House  would  have 
one?   Oan  any  one  doubt  that  the  Hons 
would,  by  ballot,  have  elected  comnuttees 

Srecisely,  or,  at  leaat,  substantially,  as  the 
peaker  had  appointed  thetn?  Coi;dd  sa 
instance  be  given  In  which  a  committee  liai 
been  elected,  that  the  m^ority  of  the  House 
had  not  placed  a  distinct  m^ority  of  their 
political  friends  upon  the  committee  ?  There 
IS  a  case  too  recent  to  be  fcvgotten  by  the 
House— the  Swartwoot  oommittee.   A  in^or> 
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ity  of  the  House  are  opposed  to  the  Independ- 
ent Treasnry,  and  sapposed,  perhaps,  that  if 
they  could  have  a  committee  of  oppoaenta  of 
that  measore,  that  ar^raenta  might  be  fonnd 
against  the  measnre ;  aod  what  was  the  resoltt 
The  Committee  were  six  and  three — two  to 
one  agiunst  the  Administration. 

The  resolution  offered  b  not  novel ;  it  has 
been  cnstomary  here,  and  it  la  cnstomary 
in  State  Le^alatares.  One  was  passed  com- 
pUmentanr  to  Kr.  Stevauon  at  the  expira- 
tion of  hu  tena  of  serrice.  He  pinrsoed  the 
a>me  ooone  as  the  present  Spukkk  in  the 
i^ipcdntment  of  committees,  and  more  recently, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  gentleman 
f^om  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Bell,)  a  resolataon,  in 
nearly,  if  not  the  precise  langnage  with  the  one 
under  oon^eration,  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr  Beix,)  who  was 
then  in  favor  of  the  Administration,  followed 
the  example  of  £fr.  Stevenson  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  committees. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  before  him  the  jonmals, 
and  woald  read  the  appointment  of  committees 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
Bell,)  if  any  one  desired  it  The  present 
Speajeob  has  dme  the  same,  nothing  more; 
and  less  he  could  not  do,  unless  he  entirely  dis- 
regarded  the  will  of  the  minority. 

Jlr.  G.  said  that  his  colleague  (Mr.  Gmms) 
had  rused  a  question  of  order  npon  the  intro- 
ducUon  of  the  resolution,  and  as  he  supposed 
hb  object  was  to  defeat  the  resolution  by  pre* 
Tenting  its  consideration,  Mr.  G.  said '  he 
would  refer  to  an  example  in  the  New  York 
Legislature,  which  hb  colleague  would  recol- 
lect. In  1688,  the  present  lieutenant  Govern- 
or of  that  State  was  Speaker  of  the  Assembly. 
During  the  session  psxty  spiHt  ran  high ;  fre- 
quent coUbions  took  plaoe  between  the  minor- 
ity of  the  Honse  smd  the  ^waker;  many 
i^peals  were  taken  from  the  Speaker's  decis- 
ion. Mid  much  asperi^  wasezMbitedin  debate ; 
aod  yet^  at  the  close  vX.  the  seedoD,  the  minor- 
ity joined  in  an  expression  of  thanks  to  the 
Speaker.  A  distinguished  individual  of  that 
minority,  formerly  a  member  of  thb  House, 
(Mr.  Mi.im,)  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  rose 
above  the  juirty  excitement  that  had  pervalled, 
and  made  a  speech  highly  complimentary  of 
the  Speaker;  it  was  due  to  the  Speaker  and 
the  honor  of  tiie  State  that  the  minority 
should  thus  act,  and  should  the  same  jtist 
spirit  prevail  here,  what  is  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  House,  to  the  Speaker,  wid  to  the  honor 
v/t  the  nation  would  be  done. 

But  another  and  more  rignifioant  objection  b 
raised :  it  is^  that  the  adoption  of  thb  resoln- 
tion  may  make  him  politleal  capita],  that  it 
may  be  used  in  the  Tennessee  election  "  upon 
ereiy  stump  in  tiie  State; "  hence  the  gentle- 
man from  l^ssissippi  would  withhold  &om  him 
the  Justice  which,  by  parliamentary  custom,  b 
due  to  him,  lest,  by  doing  justice  to  him  now, 
he  may  have  Justice  done  nim  hereafter  in  his 
own  State.  Kr.  O.  «id  it  was  not  %  matter 


that  on^t  to  be  discussed ;  the  facts  in  the 
ease  were  npon  record,  and  known  to  the 
House;  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  was 
self-evident;  ana  if  ^tlemen  wished  to  make 
a  party  question  it,  and  show  the  country 
that  they  carried  party  feelings  to  an  unpre- 
cedented and  unwarrantable  extoit,  the  sooner 
they  declare  it  the  better. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previoos  questi<ni  having  been  moved 
upon  the  resolntion,  it  was  seconded;  and 
npon  the  motion,  diall  the  main  question  be 
put,  which  was  npon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolntiim,  it  was  decided  in  the  afflrmatiTe 
—yeas  93,  nays  76. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  ado]^ 
tion  of  the  rescdution,  which  was  taken  on  yeaa 
and  n^  and  passed  by  the  following  vote : 

Tus.— Messra.  Anderson,  Andrews,  Atbeittm, 
BanU,  Beatty,  Beime,  BickneU,  Birdaall,  BouhUn, 
Br^gs,  Brodhead,  Bronson,  Bucfauuiaa,  Bynum,  Cam- 
brd^,  John  Cimipbel],  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman, 
Coles,  Connor,  Crary,  Cushman,  Bawwo,  Davee,  El- 
more, Farringtoa,  Fry,  Gallup,  James  Gariand,  Grant, 
Gray,  Griffin,  Haley,  Hammond,  Hamer,  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Howard,  Wm.  H.  Hunter,  Ina^Hm,  Tliomas 
B.  Jac^D,  Joseph  Johnson,  Kathanlu  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kelm,  Kemble,  Kliiwensndth,  Leadbetter, 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loomis,  Ljon,  S,  H.  Mason,  Hardn, 
HcEay,  Robwt  Hcaellan,  Abrahun  UoCIellan,  He- 
Clare,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moigan,  Samud 
W.  Mwris,  Murray,  Nc^le,  Parker,  Parmenter,  Parris, 
PaTnter,  Petrildn,  Pickens,  Plumer,  Pratt,  John  H. 
PrentiBB,  Putnam,  Belly,  Bires,  Sbeffer,  Spencer, 
Swearingen,  Ta^or,  Thomas,  Htus,  Toucey,  Towol 
Tuniey,  Vail,  Wagener,  Webster,  Whittlesey,  Jared 
W.  Willbma,  Worthiogton,  and  Tell— 94. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Adams,  John  W.  Allen,  AyCT^ 
Bell,  Bond,  Wm.  B.  Calhoun,  John  Calhoon,  Wm! 
B.  Campbell,  Carter,  Chambm,  Cheatham,  GIdldB, 
Clark,  Conrin,  Crabb,  Cranston,  Crockett,  Cntis,  Bar* 
lington,  Dunn,  Evans,  Ewbg,  Rice  Qariand,  Goods, 
Wm.  Qraham,  Graves,  Grennell,  Halsted,  Herod, 
Wm.  0.  Jcdmson,  Kennedy,  Samsnt  Mason,  McEan- 
nan,  Manefee,  Heroer,  Calvary  Mcnris,  Naylor,  (k^e. 
Peck,  Pope,  Sergeant  S.  Prentias,  Barideo,  Randolfdi, 
Beed,  Bidgway,  Bobertson,  Russell,  Mtonstall,  Au< 
gustine  H.  Sb^evd,  SiblOT,  Stanly,  Stratton,  John 
White,  Lewb  WiUiani%  Ouistcvber  H.  WiUiam^ 
Wbe,  and  Woid-(i7. 


TS  BKSA.TB. 

Sditdat,  Ibrch  8. 
Bitaffrtement  Mween  the  Soutet  and  StruffffU 

«wr  the  Booi  DMrt&iitira  Appropriation. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  non-con- 
curred in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  making  ^)propriatitau  for  the  dvil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
year  1889:  the  amendments  were,  first,  to 
strike  out  the  orovbion  that  the  printing  of 
the  Executive  Departments  should  oe  done  by 
contract ;  and  the  second  was,  striking  out  the 
proWsion for  distribntingcopiee of  the  Docu- 
mentar7  History  of  the  United  States  to  the 
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members  ot  the  Senate  and  Hotue  fiepn- 
seutativea. 

Hr.  Wb»ht  moved  that  the  Senate  iodst, 
and  that  a  conference  with  the  House  be  asked; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Numerous  bills  from  the  Hoose-wera  acted 
on ;  after  which  the  Senate  took  a  reoeaa  until 
6  o'clock. 

ETunNa  Session. 

Hr.  Wniom',  ftom  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
ence,  appointed  to  consider  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendments  .of  tiie 
Senate  to  the  general  ^propriation  bilL  report- 
ed that  the  managers  appointed  to  conduct  t^e 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  8eniU;e,  and  the 
managers  on  the  part  of  the  Honse,  had  agreed 
to  recommend  to  thMr  respectiTe  Houses  to 
adopt  the  following  course :  that  the  Senate 
should  recede  fW>m  so  mudi  of  its  amendment 
as  provides  for  the  manner  of  executing  the  \ 
printing  for  the  Execatire  I>epartmeQt8,  with 
an  amendmrait  providing  that  the  printing  shsill 
be  executed  in  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
that  the  Senate  insbt  on  so  much  of  their 
amendment  as  relates  to  the  distribution  of  liie 
Clarke  and  Force  papers  to  members  of  the 
Senate,  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  House  to 
make  the  distribution  to  its  own  members, 
while  tiaj  such  distribution  to  members  oi  the 
Senate  is  pn^bited. 

Mr.  Behtoh  said  he  never  would  agree  to 
tiiia  report,  and  he  donanded  the  mt»  ud  noes 
on  ooncnrring  in  it  This  ^stem  of  distributing 
books  had  grown  up  to  an  enormous  abuse,  in- 
deed the  most  enormous  abuse  in  our  Govern- 
ment. He  would  oppose  it  to  the  last ;  and  if 
tiie  appr^riation  bill  was  lost  in  consequence, 
and  the  Government  stopped,  why  let  the  re- 
sponsibility rest  on  those  who  would  incur  the 
nsk  for  the  sake  of  securing  to  themselves  three 
or  four  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  books. 

Ur.  WnioHT  asked  that  the  questions  on  con- 
curring with  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  be  taken  separately,  which 
was  accordingly  ordered. 

Ur.  Taujcados  inquired  whether  the  bill 
would  be  lost,  in  ease  neither  of  the  two  Houses' 
would  agree  to  recede  from  the  ground  taken 
by  tiiem. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  answo^  that  that  qnestion 
was  not  before  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  obvious 
that  if  one  House  should  insist  on  its  amend- 
ments, and  the  other  should  in^  on  its  disa- 
greement, and  no  com^omise  be  effected,  the 
bill  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  Tallmabqb  observed  that  if  the  House 
of  Bepresentatives  saw  fit  to  vote  for  a  distri- 
bution of  books  to  its  members,  he  would  be 
willing  to  let  them  take  the  responribility,  and 
settle  the  matter  with  their  constituents.  He 
wonld,  therefore,  vote  tat  ooncurring  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  OommUtee  of  (kmfer^ 
enoe. 

Mr.  NoBVKLL  said  that  If  ttaj  prlntdple  waa 
involTed,  it  applied  aa      to  tha  dismbntiMi 


to  the  members  of  the  House  as  of  the  Seoata. 
He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  coocurring 
in  the  report. 

lb.  Walkbb  was  for  eonoDrrlng  with  tbc  eon- 
mittee.  If  that  was  not  done^  the  resatt  vonld 
be  that  the  whole  bill  making  appropriatiam 
for  the  dvU  and  diplomatic  expenses  <si  the 
Govemm^  wonld  be  lost.  The  Government, 
thron^out  all  its  departments,  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  Jadicial,  would  be  broosfat  to  a 
close ;  and  t^t,  too,  at  a  period  of  aa  others 
the  most  nnfortanate.  Other  Senators  might 
think  it  would  be  less  dangerous  to  lose  this 
bill  than  to  suffer  members  of  the  Honse  to 
vote  themselves  a  few  books.  He  hoped  the 
Senator  firom  Michigan  would  reconsider  his 
determination,  and  let  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee be  oonourred  in. 

Hr.  Bnraox  said  that  the  conaeqaeneea  ol  the 
Smate  adhering  to  the  Teaolntitm  it  had  taken 
on  the  subject  of  the  distribution  of  then 
booica,  mi^t  be  the  loss  of  the  bill  now  pend- 
log ;  and  as  that  bill  oonUdned  the  appropria- 
tions necessary  for  keeping  the  Government  in 
act&oiv  gentlemen  were  a  great  deal  alarmed  at 
the  danger  of  the  Government's  being  stopped. 
Then  on  whom  would  the  responsibility  restt 
It  will  rest  on  those  who  have  a  personal  inter- 
est in  these  books ;  and  those  members,  thoe- 
fore,  who  are  to  receive  these  books,  oojpbt  not 
to  be  permitted  to  vote  on  this  qoestian,  ia 
which  they  are  personally  interested. 

The  pBiamisT  here  stated  that  tiie  diaons- 
d<m  was  not  in  order ;  tiiat,  by  the  joint  ndea, 
when  a  committee  of  conferenoe  was  asked  for 
by  one  House,  and  assented  to  by  tiw  othrav 
the  report  of  the  conferees,  together  with  aU 
the  papers,  should  first  be  presented  to  the 
Honse  that  assented  to  the  confermce.  tfnder 
this  rule,  therefore,  the  report  and  papers  were 
sent  by  the  Secretary  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Bouse  of 
Bepresent^ves,  stating  that  the  Honse  had 
concurred  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
Conferenoe  on  the  amendments  to  the  General 
Appropriation  bill,  and  resolved  that  the  \SA 
do  pass  aocor^ng^. 

The  question  was  then  taken  «i  concon^ 
in  tiiat  part  d  the  raonnmendatioD  the 
Committee  tX  Conference  as  relates  to  die  print- 
ing of  the  Executive  Departmoits,  and  carried. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concnrriiv 
in  that  part  of  the  repcvt  wludi  relates  to  tbi 
distribution  of  the  Clarke  and  Force  doco- 
ments — 

Mr,  Bbnton  warmly  opposed  concurring  is 
the  agreement.  He  objected  to  it  becanss  it 
made  a  distinction  between  the  two  Hooses — 
allowing  a  distribution  of  books  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  while  it  refbsed  a  distribu- 
tion of  books  to  the  Senate.  He  objected  to 
it  because  a  distribation  ot  books  to  either 
Honse  was  wrong  in  prindple.  Some  gcutle- 
men  seemed  to  fear  that  if  the  Senate  inasted 
on  its  amendment,  the  appropriation  hiH  would 
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be  ktet,  and  the  wheels  of  GoTemment  stopped ; 
bnt  ooold  they  nippofle  there  was  any  member 
of  mther  Honae  who  would  be  willing  to  break 
op  this  Oovenunent  for  the  sake  of  retiring 
hti  dura  of  these  books,  which  was  not  worth 
man  than  three  hnndred  and  thirty  ioShn  at 
the  prioe  thej  oost  the  Govenunent,  and  vUeh, 
If  sold  to  Mr.  Templeman,  or  anj  otiwr  book- 
sdler,  wonld  not  briiw  half  or  qnarter  of  that 
som.  Now,  be  was  aetennineo,  as  f^  as  it 
d^iended  on  him,  to  pat  it  to  the  test,  whether 
anj  nnmber  of  Ckti^rees  woold  be  wilUng  to 
pnt  an  end  to  this  Oovemnient  for  the  sake  of 
rebdnlng  Us  three  hondred  and  thirty  dtdlars* 
worth  of  these  books. 

Ur.  B.  here  enlaived  on  the  growing  evils  of 
this  system  of  distribntlng  books  to  members 
of  Congress ;  and,  in  illastration,  allnded  to  tite 
manner  in  which  anotho*  proportion  to  dls- 
tribnte  books  had  been  ran  through  the  Senate 
last  night.  A  resolation  was  offered  by  a  Sen- 
ator from  lEBssaohnsettK  (Mr.  Wkbotkb,)  to  di»> 
tribute  among  the  members  two  Tolnmes  relat- 
loff  to  the  lau  laws.  He  had  g^Ten  ftdl  notice 
ofnls  opporition  to  this  resolation,  and  his  ht- 
tention  to  oppose  it  when  it  came  ap  for  con- 
dderation.  Te^  In  the  coarse  of  a  fbtigoing 
sesmon  of  eighteen  hours,  he  had  been  absent 
from  his  seat  bnt  a  few  moments,  aod  in  those 
few  moments  this  distribution  was  galloped 
throngh.  It  was  presented  to  the  Senate  while 
be  (Mr.  B.)  was  in  his  seat ;  objected  to  by 
him;  then  withdrawn;  taken  np  in  his  ab- 
senoe,  and  hastily  run  through.  This  book- 
making  concern  was  one  of  the  most  crying 
abases  in  otur  system.  There  was  no  rad  to  it 
— 4t  ran  roond  in  a  oootinned  dnde.  In  the 
flrst  place,  a  sufficient  number  of  books  an  or- 
dered to  supply  the  members  <tf  a  Oongress.  At 
the  ensoing  SMslon,  the  new  members  are  to 
be  supplied ;  and  this  is  eatdly  done,  and  in  the 
following  manner :  some  of  tba  members  who 
had  alrrady  received  copies,  may  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  he  sells  them  at  a  small 
fldvanoe  to  the  publishers,  and  they  are  furnish- 
ed to  the  new  members  at  Oovemment  prioe 
as  new  books,  who,  in  their  turn,  sell  them  to 
Mr.  Templeman,  and  the  process  goes  on  ad 
infinitutn^  so  that  the  original  fifteen  hundred 
copies  may  supply  fifteen  thousand  members, 
the  Government,  at  every  nvolntion  of  the 
(drde,  piling  the  Adl  prioe.  He  hoped  the 
Senate  wonld  hudst  on  Its  amendment,  and  let 
tiie  people  <tf  the  oountixsee  what  members 
of  Oongrees  wore  wiBing  to  break  up  the 
Oovemment  to  hold  on  to  the  books  they  had 
voted  to  themselves. 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  never 
voted  tor  a  purchase  or  distribution  of  books  in 
his  life.  He  was  opposed  to  the  whole  matter, 
and  thought  it  a  most  serious  abuse.  He  would 
not,  however,  incur  the  hazard  of  such  a  serious 
embarrassment  as  would  result  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  loss  of  the  appropriation  bilL. 
He  would,  therefore,  vote  for  agreeing  to  tiie 
rflfNni  of  the  Ocnnmittee  of  Oonferenoe,  and  let 


[MA»cg,18at. 

the  members  of  the  House  take  the  reqwnsl- 
bUity  of  voting  books  for  themselves. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing 
with  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Oonfer- 
enoe, and  decided  In  the  afflnnative,  as  fid-, 
lows: 

Tus.— Ifflssn;  Boduman,  Cslhoan,  Clay  of  Ala- 
bama, Cuthbert,  Foster,  Fulton,  BnblMnl,  King,  Unn, 
Meirick,  Nicholas,  Norrcll,  Heroe,  Roane,  ScTier, 
Smith  of  Indiana,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walk- 
er, Webster,  WilUams  of  H^ne,  WilUams  of  Uis- 
siaripfri,  and  Tonng— M. 

Nats.— Mesara.  Alien,  Benton,  DstIi,  Niles,  Bo^ 
hiaon,  Soiith  of  Connecticut,  and  White— 7. 

The  Hon.  Wiluui  R.  Kma  having  tempo- 
rarily  retired  from  the  chwr — 

Mr.  Tallmadob  submitted  the  fc^owing  res- 
olution : 

Raotved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Hon.  Wiluak  B.  Kino,  for  liis  able, 
impartial,  and  dignified  conduct  as  [wedding  officer 
of  this  body. 

Mr.  Davis  heartily  ooncuired  In  the  resolu- 
tioo,  and  hoped  that  it  would  meet  with  the 
unanimous  oonourrenoe  of  the  Senate^ 

Mr.  SocTBABo  hoped  the  word  *'  unanwttnu  * 
wotild  be  inserted  in  the  resolution. 

Several  members  were  heard  at  tlie  BBma 
time  ezpreanng  the  same  wish. 

Mr.  TALUCADaa  modified  his  reeolution  by 
inserting  the  word  unanimous  and  the  resola- 
tion was  then  unanimously  adopted. 

JCFotiee  ^  AdjoummenL 

On  mottott  of  Mr.  Wbubt, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of 
BopnaentatiTce  thai,  baTing  completed  the  lesial^ 
tire  badness  befirn  thea^  the  Senate  was  reaidy  to 
saloon. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  by  Mr.  GARLAim,  their  C^erk, 
stating  that  they  had  passed  a  Joint  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to 
wait  on  trie  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
had  completed  the  business  before  them,  and 
were  ready  to  adjourn,  if  he  had  no  fhrther 
communications  to  make. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Hubbard,  the  resolution 
was  concurred  in,  and  Mr.  Hubbasd  and  Mr. 
FuLTOH  wera  i^qiointed  on  the  part  of  tiie  Sen- 
ate. 

Boot  J)iUrilmU<m. 

A  message  was  received  fh>m  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives,  stating  that  they  had  passed 
the  joint  resoltition  of  ube  Senate  for  the  distri- 
bution, in  part,  of  the  Madison  papers. 

Mr.  Bbntok  asked,  what  resolution  f  He 
had  been  in  his  seat,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  minutes,  the  whole  day  and  the  whole 
night,  and  he  had  not  the  least  recollection  .of 
any  resolution  of  the  kind  having  passed,  and 
this  was  the  first  intimation  he  had  that  ai^ 
such  resolution  was  before  the  Senate, 
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Hr.  AixxK  also  said  tiiat  he  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  aoT  snoh  resolntion  having  passed,  and 
he  believed  he  was  in  the  chamber  at  the  time 
of  its  passage. 

Hr.  Wiuxms,  of  Hissis^ppi,  stated  that  he 
*  was  in  the  chair  when  the  consideration  of  the 
resolntion  was  called  for  hj  tiie  Senator  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Taixhadqs.)  The  resolntion 
was  taken  np,  considered,  and  adopted,  with 
all  the  forms  that  are  nsaal  on  the  passage  of  a 
resolution.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  intended  to  impute  any  inoorrect- 
neas  of  conduct  to  the  Oaus  in  the  proceedings 
on  the  resolntion. 

Mr.  BssTON.  Kot  at  all:  not  at  all.  He 
was  ont  <tf  Ids  seat  at  the  time,  and  knew  noth- 
ing of  what  was  done,  or  how  it  was  d<uie ;  he 
01^7  knew  it  was  qmtd^  doae.  He  was  out 
<^  bis  seat  bnt  a  few  minates ;  was  invited  ont 
of  it  into  a  near  room ;  was,  in  fact,  invited  ont 
several  times  before  be  went;  and  was  ont 
bnt  a  few  minutes.  He  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  done  nntil  since  he  came  back.  He  cer- 
tainly imputed  no  blame  to  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi :  neither  thought  it  nor  imputed  it. 

Mr.  Wbioht  B^d  be  had  looked  at  the  reso- 
lution, and  fonnd  that  it  contained  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  Secretary,  that  it  had  passed.  With- 
out making  any  complaint  as  to  the  irregulari- 
ty with  which  that  resolution  passed,  he  would 
only  say  that  if  their  Seoretarj,  or  the  Secre- 
tary of  any  other  body  ^stribnted  books  under 
a  resolntion  thna  passed,  he  would,  so  far  as  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  ooncemed,  do  it  upon  his  respon- 
nbUity. 

Mr.  Taluiadoe  said,  that  as  to  the  responsi- 
bility attending  this  resolution,  he  avowed  him- 
self willing  to  meet  it  there  or  before  the 
country.  He  had  called  up  the  resolution,  and 
it  had  been  acted  on  at  hfa  instance.  He  ac- 
knowledged that  advantage  bad  been  taken  of 
time  and  circumstanoea,  but  the  same  advan- 
tage bad  been  taken  of  him  and  others  in 
various  instances.  He  did  not  pretend  to  be 
much  of  a  Jackson  man,  but  be  was  perfectly 
wiUing,  as  regarded  his  participation  in  this 
matter^  meet  the  responsibili^. 

Mr.  HuBBABD,  from  the  joint  committee  ap- 
pointed to  wait  on  the  President  <^  the  United 
states,  and  Inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  havinft  finished  the  business  before 
tiiem,  were  rea^  to  a^jonm,  provided  he  had 
no  further  coramumcations  to  make,  reported 
that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  bad  received  for  answer  that  the 
president  had  no  further  communications  to 
make  to  Oongress,  and  requested  tbem  to  wish 
to  each  member  of  the  SWte  a  safe  return  to 
hia  fam^  and  his  home. 

Mr.  WueHT  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
acUonm. 

Mr.  TAtucAMi  hoped  Chat  the  Senate  would 
not  acljonm  until  they  had  consummated  the 
business  before  them ;  and  Uiey  would  disre- 
gard this  Meaaage,  whiob  had  been  ^mng  i^oi 


them — and  Bprons  uptm  them  in  an  irregular 
manner,  during  tiie  diaooauon  of  a  pe^iag 
qoeation^-and  complete  the  bnanees  Utan 

The  qnestion  on  ac^oumment  was  taken  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bbston  aud  this  resolution  could  not 
pass.  It  was  in  the  power  of  any  one  member  to 
stop  it,  and  be  ebonld  use  every  effort  to  do  so. 
It  was  then  after  midnigjit — it  was  two  o^cdook 
— ^tbere  is  not  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  present. 
Messages  of  adjournment  have  passed  betwe«a 
the  two  Houses  and  with  the  Prudent,  and 
no  aot,  save  the  ac^joumment,  can  be  done  ex- 
cept by  nnanimoos  oonsenL  which  hides  and 
covers  np  irreguhuities.  The  reeolntion  had 
better  be  dropped ;  it  cannot  be  passed ;  it  wiB 
not  be  paasecL  Mr.  B.  aiud  it  wsb  bow  dber 
two  o'clock— half-past  two  o'dook,  and  be 
moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  a^cmm,  and 
that  the  hour  be  entered  on  the  jonmaL  It 
was  now  half^uut  two  oMock  on  the  4th  d^ 
of  March,  and  the  constitutional  existence  of 
the  Senate  was  at  an  end.  This  was  the  fad^ 
and  be  wanted  it  on  the  jonmal. 

Mr.  Tallhadqb  inqulied  if  the  motitm  to  en- 
ter the  hour  on  the  jonmal  was  in  order. 

The  Pbkbidbbt  said  that  by  tiie  rules,  any 
member  who  moved  an  a^oumment  had  the 
right  to  bare  the  hour  at  which  such  motion 
was  made  entered  on  the  joumaL 

The  entry  was  accordingly  made  (m  the  Jonr- 
nal. 

The  pBmDKHT  add  tiiat  before  tddng  the 

qnestion  on  ac|joamment,  he  wot^d  &sk  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  to  make  a  few  remarks. 
He  resetted  exceedingly  that  he  had  left  Ms 
dtuation  in  the  chair  for  a  moment,  as  it  had 
led  most  probably  to  unpleasant  feelings.  He 
had  hoped  that  at  this  hour,  when  they  were 
about  to  separate,  nothing  would  have  occurred 
to  mar  the  harmony  of  ue  body,  or  intermpt 
the  feelings  of  personal  kindness  so  appropriate 
to  the  occasion.  He  bad  endeavored,  wl^ 
presiding  over  their  deliberations,  to  whidk  be 
had  been  called  by  the  kindness  of  the  Senate, 
to  disohan^  bis  dnties  to  the  extent  of  bis 
ability— Mthfblly  he  beUeved,  honeetiy  he 
knew  he  had ;  and  be  regretted,  deeply  regrH- 
ted,  that  any  thing  should  have  occnired  during 
his  temporary  absence  from  the  chair,  to  in- 
duce unpleasant  feelings,  and  prevent  a  hanwh 
nious  aajonmment. 

Mr.  Benton  stud  that  every  word  spokes 
by  the  Pkbsident,  (Mr.  Eiso,)  went  into  lus 
heart,  and  fonnd  a  resting-plaoe  there.  Like 
him,  he  wished  a  harmomooa  a^oanuneut; 
like  him,  he  wished  all  to  separate  with  feeing 
of  personal  kindness;  and  for  that  veffy  pap- 
pose, he  had  moved  the  adjoornmeot.  It  was 
the  quiet  and  easy  way  to  get  rid  an  un- 
pleasant subject;  to  avoid  a  struggle  wludi 
will  lead  to  no  resalta ;  foae  the  resolntMin  ooold 
not  become  a  law.  He  wished  to  dni|>  it  as  it 
was;  and  then  then  would  he  uMhing  to  mar 
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the  kind  fedings  whieh  jmr^led,  and  which 
•11  would  wish,  with  the  FBunon,  to  aee  pre* 
•erred. 

The  qneetion  was  then  taken  on  the  a^jonrn- 
ment,  ood  dedded  in  the  negatlTe^  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Tau.— Hesan.  Aflen,  Benton,  Baehanan,  Hub- 
bard, King,  and  WllUams  of  Mii^ppi— 0. 

Nats.— MflHTBL  Foster,  Fulton,  Ljw,  Kerridc, 
Nicholas,  NorrelL  Roane,  Sonthaid,  TUlmadge,  Walk- 
er,. Wall,  ud  White— IS. 

Ifr.  Bbstoh  add  It  was  now  entered  on  the 
Jonmal  that  it  waa  half-past  two  o'dock  in  the 
morning,  and  no  qaonun,  ohly  eighteen  mem- 
bers present,  and  he  now  made  a  motion,  which 
was  addressed  to  the  Pbbsidiht  himself.  In 
dcHBg  80,  he  would  dto  the  example  of  Kr. 
Haoon,  whom  they  all  knew,  and  than  whom 
no  man  was  more  scrapulona  Mr.  Macon  held 
that  at  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  on  the  3d  of 
Ufflxoh  of  the  short  session,  his  powers  as  a 
Senator  ceased,  and  if  tiiie  Senate  was  not 
willing  to  adjourn  at  that  time,  he  went  away. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  (a^d  Mr.  B.,)  I  believe 
that  at  this  hour,  half-past  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  4th  of  March,  ymi  have  no  ao- 
thoritj  nere,  and  I  have  no  right  to  address 
jon.  I  therefore  mean  to  make  the  qnestioo 
with  yon,  whether,  at  this  hour,  yon  have 
power  to  act.  The  Cbaib  has  given  notioe  that 
he  is  goins  to  sign  the  resolution,  and  I  ottjeot 
to  it.   It  IS  the  4th  of  March,  and  no  quorum. 

The  Pbbsidbnt  said  it  was  a  very  common 
thing  at  the  close  of  the  Congress  to  sit  and  do 
iMisinesa  after  midnight  on  the  8d  of  Maroh. 

Mr.  Benton  stud  he  knew  it  was,  but  in  such 
cases  the  fact  was  kept  out  of  the  journal ;  all 
uapeared  there  to  have  been  done  on  the  8d  of 
Mardi.  The  joornal  went  on  headed  the  8d, 
and  the  approvala  of  the  President  bore  date 
the  Sd.  But  now  this  is  not  the  ease.  The 
time  is  marked  on  the  Journal ;  it  is  marked 
the  momine  of  the  4th,  and  the  whple  proceed- 
iiurwill  belnTBlid  on  its  face. 

The  PBsaiDBn  was  of  opiniw  that  be  could 
not  sign  the  reaolntion  when  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  was  not  present,  and  so  stated  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  as  there  was  no  quomm 
present,  lie  hoped  the  Senate  would  adjourn. 

Several  members  s^d  they  hoped  not ;  that 
a  quorum  would  be  soon  present,  and  scud  that 
the  Ohaib  oould  despatch  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
after  the  absentees. 

Mr.  Benton  s^d  they  had  no  right  to  send 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  after  members ;  that  all 
power  over  Senators  was  at  an  end. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  a^^ura- 
menti  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Mbbbioe  then  made  a  few  remarks  in  re- 
lation to  the  passage  of  the  reaolntion.  He 
said  he  was  in  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  but  knew 
not  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  In  fact, 
he  did  not  Know  that  the  resolution  bad  been 
presented  for  the  cmrideratiwi  of  the  Senate^ 


until  he  was  Informed  that  It  bad  passed.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  resolution,  and 
would  have  voted  for  it  if  he  had  been  aware  of 
its  having  been  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Walkeb  Bi^d,  in  regard  to  the  resolution, 
he  had  understood  such  a  one  was  to  be  offer-  ■ 
ed,  and  not  having  been  offered,  he  had  con- 
cluded that  it  had  been  abandoned.  The  first 
actual  knowledge  he  had  of  the  resolution  being 
before  the  Semite,  waa  hearing  its  title  pro- 
nounced by  the  voice  of  his  oollea^e,  (Mr. 
WituAMB.)  I  did  not  know  what  it  meant 
He  read  the  resolution.  I  beard  him  distinctly 
pat  the  question;  and  the  various  qaestiou 
that  are  usually  put  on  the  passage  of  a  reso- 
lution, were  put  as  fblly,  and  as  oleariy,  as  they 
generally  are,  and  the  qnestion  was  carried  as 
fairly,  and  the  Senate  was  as  fall,  as  it  waa 
when  a  m^]ority  of  the  acts  paaaed  by  that 
body  were  carried. 

Mr.  BoANK  said  that  he  knew  no  more  of  the 
passage  of  that  resolution  than  the  child  un- 
born. He  must  have  been  in  the  chamber  at 
the  time,  but  he  had  never  heard  it  called  np, 
nor  any  question  taken  on  it  With  respect, 
however,  to  these  Madison  papers,  he  looked  on 
them  in  a  ve^  different  light  from  the  trash 
that  was  so  often  published  by  Congress.  He 
had  received  this  very  evening,  from  a  distin- 
guished gentieman  in  Virginia,  a  letter  asking 
mfbrmatlon  abont  them.  It  waa  a  letter 
abounding  with  good  sense,  and  placing  a 

{iroper  estimation  on  these  papers.  With  this 
etter  in  his  hand,  he  went  round  to  the  seat 
of  his  friend  from  Missouri,  and  endeavored  to 
soften  his  rigid  resolution  with  regard  to  the 
distribution  of  books,  so  as  to  make  the  Madi- 
son papers  an  exception.  He  endeavored  to 
put  these  papers  in  contrast  with  the  trash  that 
was  put  abroad  under  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
which  may,  perhaps,  form  the  materials  for  a 
spurious  history  of  the  country.  He  represent- 
ed th^  these  Madison  papers  had  already  been 
published,  and  that  there  would  be  an  abanrd- 
ity,  after  paying  for  them,  to  put  them  aw^  in 
the  garret,  with  the  traw  that  has  lumbered 
there  among  the  cobwebs  of  time.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Missouri  stated  the  terms  on  whidi  he 
would  agree  to  the  distribution  of  this  particu- 
lar work,  and  that  was,  to  make  a  general  di»* 
tribution  throughout  the  Union  and  into  every 
State ;  and  he  Seared  me  to  go  to  tiie  Secre- 
tary's table,  and  get  the  Clerk  to  make  out  a 
list  of  the  general  distribution  of  documents, 
and  then  he  would  support  it  Mr.  B.  then 
descanted  at  length  on  ute  great  volae  of  the 
Madison  pfqrars ;  the  importance  that  the  in- 
formation oontained  hi  them  shovld  be  disaemi- 
nated  as  widdy  as  possible,  and  the  absniditj 
(tf  looking  them  np  from  the  public  view,  after 
having  ^ud  for  piintinff  them.  He  did  not 
cottd<Mr  the  works  ct  Ames  Madison  of  the 
same  nature  with  those  publications  with  which 
it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  two  Houses  to 
snpply  thdr  monbera— a  custom  more  hon- 
ored In  thebreMhtbanintheobserTMim^— 
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and  he  hoped  that  the  reei^ation  of  the  Senator 
front  lOsaonri,  with  regard  to  distribntiog 
books,  would  not,  like  the  rigid  laws  of  the 
UedcB  and  Persians,  be  applied  to  them. 

Mr.  Bknton  said  the  reference  of  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  (Mr,  Boanb)  to  him  was  oorrect ; 
he  had  refoeed  to  agree  to  a  dtHtrlbntion  of  the 
Uadison  papers  to  the  members  of  Congress, 
bnt  was  wiUing  to  a  general  distribntioD,  ac- 
cording to  the  general  distribntion  of  docn- 
ments ;  and  denred  tiie  Senator  ftom  Yirffinia 
to  get  that  list  from  one  of  Uie  derica^  and 
dther  to  omit  the  members  of  OoDgress,  or 
reqaire  them  to  pay  tbe  cost.  Thiti  general  dts- 
tribntion  wonld  carry  the  work  mto  erery 
State— its  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Representatives 
—its  Executive  offioe~itfl  colleges  and  nniver- 
uties — to  all  the  Executive  offices  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government — to  the  library  of  Congress 
— to  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Olerk  of  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentatives,  and 
many  others.  It  would  distribute  elevm  or 
twelve  hundred  copies,  and  place  them  in  every 
part  of  tlie  Union,  and  in  the  best  hands  for 

E reservation  and  for  use.  Geatlanen  were  de- 
ating  ^  if  the  only  altematirea  were  between 
an  exdusive  and  grataitoQS  distribatiiHi  of 
these  papers  to  members  of  Congress,  or  a  con- 
signment of  them  to  tbe  worms  in  the  garret, 
and  an  everlasting  loss  of  them  to  mankind. 
This  was  rather  wild.  The  distribntion  which 
he  proposed  would  have  saved  them  from  the 
worms,  wonld  have  given  them  to  the  whole 
Tlnion,  and  to  all  mankind;  it  would  have 
cnrtailed  nobody  but  members  of  Congress. 

The  Fbksident  said  that  on  further  consider- 
allon,  and  oonsolting  the  rules,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion,  that  it  did  not  require  a  quorhm  to  be 
present  to  authorize  the  signing  of  a  bill  or 
resoltition.  It  was  not  properly  aaaot  pf  legis- 
lation, bnt  merely  a  dgnlng  to  be  done  by  the 
Ount  to  anthentioate  the  act  Holding  this 
(^ion,  be  wonld  now  prooeed  to  ngn  the 
joint  resolnticm. 

Mr.  Bsimm  the  signing  oonld  only  be 
done  in  the  presence  of  the  Scuoate,  and  Uiere 
was  no  Senate  when  there  was  no  quorum. 
Every  signing  was  a  public  aoti  The  presiding 
officer  gave  aadible  notice  of  it ;  the  Senate 
oeased  to  act ;  no  Senator  could  speak ;  nothing 
could  be  done  while  the  Pbesidkst  was  signing. 
Mr.  B.  was  dearly  of  opinion  that  aote  eoum 
only  be  ngned  when  the  Senate  was  formed 
and  a  qnomm  preset. 
Tbe  Ohaib  then  dgned  thereeolnttcm. 
Mr.  AixEH  said  that  the  resolntioa  oonld 
not  now  go  to  the  Freaidait  for  his  signature. 
There  is  no  committee  of  the  House  of  Bepre- 
sentatives  which  is  necessary  to  form  the  joint 
committee,  to  join  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  carry  it.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  a^Joomed  and  dispersed,  and  ^e 
two  members  who  composed  part  of  the  Joint 
Committee  to  take  bills  to  the  Preddent,  had 
oeased  to  exist  as  members  of  Congress ;  the 
bo4]r  to  which  they  heknged  had  eeased  to 


[2&TH  Coma. 

exist.  The  •resolo^n  oonld  not  be  carried: 
th««  boo  aotlKvity  existing  wbidi  oodld  cany 

it 

Mr.  FosTEB  said  that  he  would  cany  it  He 
was  a  member  on  the  part  <^the  SeoiUe  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  and  he  had  once  carried  a 
bill  to  the  Preeidoit  alcme,  bat  he  bad  aseco^ 
tuned  that  he  had  made  a  mistake. 

[Mr.  FosTKB  and  Mr.  Mkbkiok,  the  ccmnnit- 
tee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  then  left  the 
chamber  with  the  jomt  restdntiaiL} 

Mr.  BraroH  sfdd'  the  impediments  were  not 
yet  surmounted,  there  was  a  Uttie  difficalty  to 
be  encountered,  when  the  committee  gut  baek. 
He  bad  the  rules  in  his  hand,  and  would  read 
them  at  the  proper  time.  It  is  now  4  o'dock 
on  the  morning  of  Monday,  the  4th  of  March ; 
the  House  cf  Bepresmtativea  a^ioonied  and 
gone,  and  no  qoorom  here.  There  are  otaatoolea 
aheao. 

Mr.  Whitb  said  he  wonld  state  what  be 
knew  respecting  the  passage  of  this  resdotiasi. 
He  had  just  oome  into  tne  Senate  chamber, 
when  he  heard  tbe  Senator  ooonpyiog  the  chHr 
(Mr.  WiLUAHs)  ask  if  a  resolution  shonld  be 
taken  np.  If  he  gave  it  anv  particular  desfma- 
tion,  it  esof^ted  my  ear.  The  presiding  offioer 
put  the  qQesti<Hi,  and  it  was  ])a8sed,  sercnl 
voices  Totmg  in  the  affirmative.  Kot  knowing 
what  it  was,  or  what  it  contained,  I  asked  for 
the  reading  of  it  and  it  was  handed  to  me.  As 
there  was  no  discnsaon  on  tbe  snlijeot,  no  di- 
vision asked,  and  none  taken,  and  consequently 
deeming  the  question  an  unimportant  <Hie,  he 
voted  neither  aye  nor  noe.  He  himself  was 
opposed  to  the  prindple  of  distributing  bbdcs 
among  the  members  of  Congress ;  bnt  none  <^ 
those  whose  lead  he  was  aoonstmned  to  fdlow 
on  this  subject  oppoeicg  this  resoloticm,  and  «b 
looking  around  ana  obsen^  tiiat  die  Sautor 
from  Missonri  (Ifr.  Bsanoir)  wss  not  in  lui 
seat  ^  thoo^t  it  was  an  unimportant  mattav 
and  did  not  expect  to  hear  any  thing  more 
about  it 

[The  committee  who  waited  on  the  Psssi- 
DZHT  for  his  signature  to  the  joint  resolotitxi, 
having  arrived  in  the  Senate  chamber,] 

Mr.  Bbhton  rose  to  a  pinnt  of  order-— to  have 
things  done  in  order.  One  of  the  most  solemn 
acts  of  the  two  Houses  is  that  of  aratding  InUs 
to  the  President  to  be  signed :  it  has  to  be  doM 
in  a  prescribed  form,  and  reported  and  recorded 
in  a  prescribed  form.  Vpoa  this  deprads  aU 
the  questions  connected  with  the  ten  dqrs* 
constitutional  right  of  the  Fred  dent  to  retna 
a  bill — his  odpability  if  he  does  not  retnn  it 
—the  prevention  of  tbe  return  far  the  a^oan- 
ment  of  Congress— tiie  efficacy  ta  tbe  Ufi  as  a 
law,  if  not  returned  in  time,  nmees  prevented  by 
an  adjournment  All  this  makes  tbe  presenta- 
tion of  the  bill  to  the  Pre^dent  one  of  the  most 
formal  and  serious  acts  of  legislatioB;  and 
therefore  the  rules  had  oareftUly  prorided  to 
make  the  presentation  a  matter  of  record  in 
eadk  House  of  Congress— «  reowd,  the  vsri^ 
of  whldi  ooidd  not  be  impeached,  and  wiim 
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would  reqaire  no  ezteiudTe  evideooe  to  rapport 
it,  A  MtatidMig  committee  was  to  carry  it: 
that  omnmittee  tw  to  be  Jcrint :  It  was  to  be 
oonpoaed  of  two  members  from  each  House ; 
«Dd  thsse  two  meqibers  (tf  Moh  House  were  to 
anke  retort  to  tlmr  Hoosea  x«8peoUT«l7  that 
llie  bill  had  beeo  presented,  carefiiUj  statiDg 
the  da/  on  which  It  was  presented ;  and  then 
this  report  was  to  be  entered  on  the  Joomals 
(rf  each  Hooae. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  the  ndea,  to  show  that  he 
stated  them  oorrectly.] 

He  siUd  these  roles  ooold  not  have  been  com- 
plied with  in  this  case.  The  Joint  standiae 
committee  was  dissoWed  bj  the  dissolation  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  The  half  com- 
mittee of  the  SWto  was  a  nonenit/  withoot 
tiie  other  half  from  die  House  of  fi^resMita- 
ttves.  No  raoord  oonld  be  made  in  the  Hooae 
of  Be^mentadvea,  whidi  had  b(Ao  adjoomed 
for  two  honrs,  and  no  aaoh  record  oan  be  made 
luve,  as  tiie  rides  ImperatlTelj  reqidre.  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  Seeretar/  of  ue  Senate  to 
the  roles  in  the  entrj  which  he  Is  to  make. 
The  Senators  will  report  what  (^e/  have  done; 
and  that  is,  they  went  withoot  the  committee 
of  the  House  to  the  President,  and  went  on  the 
•4th  of  Uaroh ;  and  there  ends  the  work  for 
which  we  have  been  kept  here  so  manr  hoors. 
It  drops  now,  as  I  proposed  it  shotud  drop 
three  hoors  ago. 

Ur,  IfntuoK  rep(H-ted  that  within  the  last 
hoar  the  oonmiittee  had  {daoed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  a  joint  resolution  for  tbo  distrl- 
Iratimi,  in  part,  of  the  Ifa^aon  p^era, 

ICr.  Taujudob  moved  that  the  Soiate  ad- 
JonmsiM^Ks. 

Mr.  Bbstos  asked  If  a  mlnoritT-  the  Senate 
oonld  a^onm  siiw  ^  He  thonpit  Uiey  eonld 
only  a^oom  frnn  day  to  Auj,  until  a  qncmun 
was  present 

The  PBEsmEUTT  decided  that  the  Senate 
ooold  a^oam  shm  dM,  and  ' 

The  Senate  a^onmed  «jiu  dis  at  20  minutes 
past  4  o^dock,  A.  H. 


HOUSE  07  BSPBXSEirTATIVEB. 
ScvD&T,  March  8. 
Sook  JPurduue — DocamketUary  MUtorf-'Dim- 
ffreemmt  <tf  the  two  Soiuet. 
The  other  amendment,  upon  whleh  the  Sen- 
ate had,  in  part,  insisted,  in  relation  to  the 
Docamentary  History,  was  then  taken  op. 
Mr.  pBTBiEtir  moved  that  the  Hooae  Indit 
Mr.  TouciT  moved  that  the  House  recede 
from  its  disagreement. 

Mr.  Athibton  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
trat  they  were  not  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Todoet's 
motion  was  r^eeted^-^rea  86,  noes  not 
ooonted. 

The  motitm  to  inriat  was  then  agreed  to, 
withoot  a  divt^on. 

At  a  snbseqnmt  stage,  the  bill  was  returned 
frmn  the  Senate^  aocnnpaided  by  a  message 
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stetintr  that  they  still  insisted,  and  asked  a 
oommittee  of  ccmfarence,  having  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  on  thttr  part. 

Mr.  OuiBBBune  moved  to  concur  in  tin 
reeolntion  for  a  coofcrenee,  which  was  agreed 
to,  and,  on  his  motion,  a  oommittee  of  three 
was  appointed  on  ti>e  part  of  the  Hoos^  oon- 
sistiog  of  Mr.  Boiro  of  Ohio,  Mr.  ATEnmroF  (tf 
New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Lctoolh  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

About  seven  o'clock  at  night,  Mr.  Bohs 
made  a  report  from  the  Oommittee  of  Oonfer- 
ence,  which  recommended  the  Senate,  in  part,  to 
recede,  and  in  part  to  inrist,  upon  their  amend- 
ment, with  the  addition  that  the  printing  shdl 
be  ezeoated  In  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
recommended  that  the  Senate  recede  from  part 
of  their  amendment  striking  out  the  approprl- 
atitm  ibr  the  Docnmentaiy  History,  but  mily 
BO  fkr  aa  the  Hooae  was  oooeemed,  the  Senate 
abetidning  fhun  taUng  tiie  books. 

The  re^port  waa  ooncnrred  in  without  a  dl- 
vidon ;  bot,  at  a  sobseqnent  stage,  at  the  in-  ' 
stanoe  of  Mr.  Bell, 

Mr.  BoiTD  moved  a  reooosiderBtiMi  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  last  matter  was  agreed  to ; 
and,  after  a  desoltoiy  discnsticm  1^  Measn. 
Bond,  Lctoolit,  and  Bxll, 

Mr.  WiLLLUfs,  of  Kentucky,  said  that,  rather 
thm  peril  a  bill  upon  which  the  temporary 
existence  of  the  Government  'depended,  upon  a 
mere  point  of  etiquette,  he  should  demand  the 
previous  qaesti<ni ;  and  it  was  seconded,  car- 
ried, and  tiie  mtain  qoestion  ordered  and  pot, 
when  tlie  ^use  renised  to  reconsider  ■■  <^raa 
64,  n^8i. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oahbsblbso,  the  Hooae 
went  into  Oommittee  on  iJio  Uidon^Mr.  Bmae 
in  the  chair. 

Madmn  Papen. 

The  House  ooncnrred  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  sospend  the  16th  and  17th  joint  roleo 
of  the  Hoose,  so  as  to  pass  a  jdnt  resolution  to 
provide  for  the  distribotion,  in  part,  of  the 
Madison  papers. 

The  jomt  resolution  was  soon  after  received, 
and,  having  been  read  twice, 

Mr.  WuB  briefly  supported  it 

Mr.  PcmKnr  was  not  q^Msed  to  the  reaohi- 
tion.  but  be  woQkl  take  that  oocairioD  to  re- 
mark that  the  charge  brought  by  Ur.  Biu 
ag^nst  the  Senate  was  now  prom  to  be  un- 
founded. 

The  resolntion  was  then  pot  on  its  tUid 
reading,  and  the  qnestion  being  on  its  pas- 
saffs— 

Mr.  Dromooolr  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
but  they  were  refused,  and  the  resdutiw  was 
passed  witiioot  a  division. 

Mr.  OusHKAN,  from  the  Joint  0(nmidttee 
n>p(dnted  to  w^t  m  the  Freddent  of  the 
United-  States^  and  inlbrm  him  that,  nnkas  he 
had  ftirthOT  oommonioations  to  make,  botii 
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Houses  were  ready  to  close  the  present  sesdon, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  that  datj, 
and  were  informed  by  the  President  that  he 
had  no  farther  commnnication,  bnt  he  wished 
the  members  all  a  safe  and  happy  retom  to 
their  homes. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Ur.  Oohnob  that  the 
House  a^onm  without  day,  when 

The  Spsjlkib  rose,  and  addressed  the  Honse 
as  follows : 

OentUmen  of  the  Smue  of  S^mttntaHvet : 

Jr  taUiKleara  of  this  body,  la  all  probaUlity  for- 
ever,  emottons  are  excited  whidi  no  language  can 
adei)iiately  convey.  When  I  look  badi  to  the  period 
when  I  flnt  took  my  seat  in  this  House,  and  then 
look  around  me  for  uioee  who  were  at  that  time  my 
asBodates  here,  I  find  but  few,  very  few,  renudmog. 
Bat  five  members  who  were  bere  with  me  fourteen 
years  ago,  ooi^ue  to  be  members  of  tUs  body.  ]fy 
ierrWliere  has  twen  constant  and  labortons.  lean, 
periiaps,  say  wliat  bnt  few  others,  if  any,  can — that  I 
uTe  not  failed  to  attend  the  daily  ntUnga  of  this 
House  a  tingle  day  ance  I  hare  been  a  member  of  It, 
save  on  a  tingle  oocation,  when  prevented  for  a  abort 
time  by  indiapositioD.  In  my  iutercouise  with  the 
mendters  of  this  body,  when  I  occupied  a  place  upon 
the  floor,  though  occationally  engaged  in  debates 
mm  interesting  puUic  qnestums,  and  of  an  ezdting 
«£aract«-,  itisasourceofimndngledgraaflcadon  to 
me  to  recur  to  the  &ct,  that  on  no  occation  was  there 
the  tiigbtest  personal  or  unpleasant  ctdbtion  with 
any  of  its  membeis.  Ualnttimng,  and  at  all  times 
expreeting,  my  own  opinions  flnmy,  the  same  right 
was  fully  conceded  to  others.  Our  dlscostions  were 
at  that  time  conducted  widi  that  ooorte^  and  deco- 
Tom,  and  req>ect  for  the  opinion  of  ottiera,  which 
oa|^t  erer  to  preTaU  in  a  dellberatlTe  assembly.  For 
fbar  years  past  the  station  I  have  ocoipied,  and  a 
erase  of  propriety,  in  the  divided  and  onusnally  ex- 
cited state  of  public  opinion  and  feeling,  whidi  has 
existed  both  in  this  House  and  in  the  ooont^,  have 
weolnded  me  from  parlicipatfng  in  your  debates. 
Other  duUes  were  aa^ied  me. 

The  high  offloe  of  fc^peaker,  to  wMdi  ft  has  been 
twioe  the  pleasure  of  tUs  House  to  elevate  me, 
has  been  at  all  times  one  of  labor  and  high  re> 
q>ontibility.  Its  difllcult,  and  ottea  delicate,  duties 
mn  been  fbDy  appredated  and  freely  expressed  by 
all  my  predecessors.  They  have  all  borne  testimony 
to  the  mSBculty,  nay,  impostibiUty,  of  discharging  ito 
dntiea  with  entire  saUs&ction  to  w,  eqiedally  in  sea- 
aons  <^  high  p<^licd  or  party  exdtunent  WfaUst 
they  have  borne  this  testimony,  I  think  Imaytruly 
aflSrm  that  none  of  tbem  have  bad  a  severer  ordeal 
to  pass  than  has  fidlen  to  my  tot  IVequent  bare 
been  flie  ooeatious  when,  but  for  the  Indulgent  and 
liberal  support  ut  all  times  {^veu  to  me  1^  this  House, 
I  dwuld  have  been  nttei^naable  to  preserve  that 
(Bder  and  decorum  which  should  ever  attend  the 
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delibetadons  of  the  repreeentaHves  <rf'  the  peo^ 
It  has  been  made  my  du^  to  decide  more  qoea&m 
of  pariiamentary  law  and  ot  mder,  many  of  thoai  of 
a  complex  and  difficult  diaracter,  arMng  often  in  tta 
midst  of  high  ezdtemoit.  In  tbeeourae  «f  oUrpn^ 
oeedii^  than  bad  been  dedded.  It  is  believed,  by  aB 
my  predeceeeors,  from  the  fowndatian  of  this  Govea- 
ment.  This  Honse  has  unifbrmly  sustained  me,  with- 
out distinction  of  the  political  parties  of  whicfa  it  has 
been  composed.  Our  reoiwds  will  show,  that  vptm 
die  numerous  appeals  idiich  have  been  taken  to  the 
House,  I  have  been  sustained  by  both  political  mtlies; 
and  often  by  dedded  and  Inve  m^mitiea.  Ibou^ 
doubtless  I  may  often  have  fidran  into  error  in  proa^ 
ly  dedding  novel  questions,  suddenly  rtiaed,  I  tniat  it 
was  not  on  points  material,  and  I  know  ft  was  never 
bteuded.  I  return  to  ttiis  House  my  thanks  for 
their  constant  support  in  the  discharge  of  the  ardmaa 
and  difficult  duties  I  have  had  to  peHbrm. 

But,  gendemen,  my  acknoirtednaeidB  are  cipo- 
dally  due  totiie  m^rity  of  tida&w  far^mi^ 
and  flattering  evidence  they  have  {pven  me  ef  Ihdr 
approbation  'of  my  conduct  as  tbe'iH'etidii^  officer  of 
toe  House,  by  the  rescdnticHi  you  have  been  (deased 
topaaa.  I  r^ard  this  as  the  mgfaest  and  most  valued 
testimonial  I  have  ever  received  from  this  Home, 
because  I  know  that  the  drcumstances  under  vlucb 
it  has  passed  has  made  it  matter  of  substance,  and 
not<tfmmfmn.  I  regard  it  aa  of  infinity  mere 
value  than  if  it  bad  been  tbe 
course  and  customary  resolution,  wbidi,  in  the  cour- 
tesy usually  prevailing  between  tbe  proidiiig'  officer 
and  the  members  of  any  deliberative  avembly,  is  al- 
ways  passed  at  the  dose  of  thdr  ddlberatimia.  That 
is  numeaaing — is  indisorimfaiatdy  csaiaicd  Is  a 
merp  act  of  oonrteayt  and  poaseaasa,  wfawtively, 
but  Httle  value.  I  retom  to  the  majority  of  tUa 
House,  what  I  tincerely  f^,  my  gralefid  thaaka  tat 
this  hif^  evid^ice  of  their  q>pr(£Btion  and  Kgud, 
g^ven,  as  it  has  been,  at  a  time  of  high  party  esdte- 
ment,  whtdi,  in  the  accomphsbment  of  party  and 
political  objects,  bnt  too  often  disresaids  all  ober 
contiderations.  I  shall  bear  it  In  grsteftd  rSBCBH 
brance  to  tbe  latest  hour  of  my  0fe. 

I  trust  this  hlgb  offloe  nay  in  future  tames  befiBed, 
as  doubtiesa  it  will  be,  by  abler  men.  It  cannot,  I 
know,  be  filled  by  any  one  who  wUl  devote  binseff 
with  more  seal  and  untaiing  Induitry  to  do  Us  iriula 
duty  than  I  have  done. 

We  are  now  about  to  aepanto,  many  of  as  never 
agun  to  meet.  I  wish  you,  gentiemen,  a  aaft  return 
to  your  &miUes  and  friends;  and  wiuterer  cor  re- 
spective flitDre  deatiniea  may  be,  my  prajer  to  a 
beneficent  and  overruling  Providence  is,  that  our  ftj- 
ture  lives  may  be  useftil  and  ha|^y. 

The  Bpkaxxb  then  annonncod  that  the  House 
stood  adjourned  without  day. 

The  Honse^  at  two  o'docfci  a..]!,  a4Ioanied 
Hnadie. 


Ai^fotmmmit. 
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Che  reeolBtlon,  007.  <5«r7iida^  rob.  1, 8, 4, 5, «,  7, 9, 11, 
11 

AMi  JToUt/br  eovammmU  ZHmc— In  the  Senate,  a  r^ort 
on  the  raaolatUm  to  make  bank  notea  reoelTsble,  «I8 ; 
,     wotlaa  to  print  eairtad,  046  ]  80,000  eapteaordei»d,«& 
JM«  JMm  «»  A^NMrf  4^/»llN«i;-A«  iMM^  ToL  7. 

Mamtt,  JitpeMr^lM  the  Honae,  •  nwlBtbn  to  btnln  Into 
eonaldored,  14;  amendment  moved,  19;  matho  Infor 
matioadaelrabteriA.  ,5m7mIm^ vola. T-1& 

Amfc  JEMsimL— ^  Ada^  ToL  11. 

Bamzb,  Joan,  Bcpieaeatattn  from  Feus^traaia,  I.  St* 
ImdM,  ToU  11,  IS. 

Buna,  Line,  BeptesentatlYe  from  Tl^lnla,  tn. 

tnwtiMtodla^iaifatho  oommltteo,  40;  the  nooo-  . 
DMBdathm  «r  the  meaBige,  449;  ottteettow  tmAdd, '. 
4«;  oooabteoer  at  the  PnaMeU  Is  maUDi:  Meb  a 
wcommoniiatioB,  4tt ;  the  loewnnendaMoB  of  the  mae- 
aiCe.4110;  oonatltatlonal  ri^t  Aid  ezpedian^of  paaa- 
Inf  meh  an  act,  450 ;  power  to  pua  baakrapt  lawi  given 
In  the  eMUtUatlon,4(tO;  Oongreaato  not  oonilned  like 
the  Jladlelaiyto  the  Engjlab atatatory deflalttont, 401 ; 
mannotooaflnodtotbemodwaEngUah  aooaptatlon 
flf  the  tann  »anfcnv^  4n;  Mta  paMd  PwUament 
i90«tUaaitl)M,4Ba;  wtaatoT  thOBaaota.4n;  proof 
from  EniUah  preeedanta,  4B8;  do  bankrapt  Uwa  ordi- 
narily extend  to  uoMjed  ooiporattoBa,  It  la  aaked,  4H; 
the  foeatioa  of  oorporaUiw  onltaUll^  In  Ki^aad,  464; 
■BCh  Uwa  ordinarily  extoBd  to  ootpontiooa,4»;  prao- 
tioalntUieonBti7,4»;  Ittoaild  the  ottteot  of  bank, 
npt  lawa  haa  no  relatloa  to  ourener,  49S,  4H ;  aot  of 
1798^ 4H;  baiAa of  otroalatloB  an  the  fltteat  «t>|eota 
fer  bukrflpt  tswi^  407 ;  thrM  noit -rittl  pnhlbltloH  or 
onreoHtttBtloBBov trodden snderflw^ 469;  Itia  aald 
basknptertoaaeme  remedy  to  apply  to  bankB,4a6; 
motion  to  diaehaiBO  laid  orer,  408 ;  agioed  to,  469. 

In  the  Hooae,  an  inqniiy  relatlTo  to  a  bill  re^Motlnc 
448;  opinion  of  the  Freddent  irhen  a  member  of  the 
6«iMte,  448;  oonrao  of  tha  oommltteo  WMartalii>  409 ; 
irinnotrqiort«bfIl,47]l 
AMariv*^<&--<fiM  iiida^       S,  8, 7. 
AfrnMto  at  JKw  OrEMMM^-Aa         VOL  flk 
BAnmw,  SAjnno.,  BvMttUlTe  from  How  Toifc,  8l 
Mtarw  at  Jf»»  0rl4ama.-Jkt  iMwh  yA*;  4».  at  a. 

Bataio,  Siobw>  H.,  on  the  adndariMi  of  Uehlfan,  88; 
on  tbo  oxpniwlng  reaolntlon,  180;  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware, 819;  <«  tha  ■Bb-Treaaorr,  488;  offtfs  osynnging 
reaolntlofla,  608;  oft  Calh0Da<B  molattOM,  888;.  Stt 
/mlM^ToLll 

Bmum,  tAMM  U.  B^VtfnmmUttn  from  Tliglida.  Am 
JndM^ToLa 

Bsu^Bmnnm  IL,  BipiawatattTa  ftan  Vaw  ffampahlra, 
&  SH£»dm»,-nL1X 


BunDSUT,  Saxdxl,  BepreeenUdre  front  HevTatk,*; 

on  admitting  the  Michigan  BepreaenUttTe,  IL  Smht- 

(Tai^  vote.  11, 18. 
BmATTT,  irnxiAM,  BepTeaantaHTo  from  PeaMrHaBk, 

440. 

Bx&DiuxoBAn,  oloim  tf'.— Aa  JiidH^  mh.  8;    4;  7,  & 
BunMOMT,  AmnKW, Bepraeentatire  from  rwiiiijliiala.l 
AaJtub^ToLlS. 

Bnna,  ,  BepreaeotaOTO  from  Hew  Torfc,  4891 

Bhkick,  Aitobkw,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Tligtnla,  46IL 
Mfftvm^  tradg  wA*.— In  the  Benote,  UU  relaUvo  to  the 
dntleaonB^wn  voiaalBaiid  eatgam  eaMUand,in; 
ltiot4eot,191;  oonpuatlTo  aiata  of  Dstah  a^  Aaart- 
ean  toniwgo,  199 ;  tha  flMiBB  of  dUhnneth  U& 
Bel^wm,  M<aalp»  fe^-Aa  Ada^  ToL  11. 
Ball,  Jomt,  BepreeentaaTefi!emTeIUleaBe^4,401;  aada- 
podts  wlththe8t8tea,8(n{onthefbrtlflntfeDUfl,8S8- 
88S;  on  the  death  of  Jamee  StasdUbr,  481 ;  en  parwnt 
of  epeole  to  membeta,  469;  on  tbo  fixirth  iMlaliiMinr 
444;  on  treaantr  notea,  487;  on  tbo  treaaory  MKa  WB 
61S:oithodaathcf ClUor.lBa.  Aa Ad^ nh. i;  1% 
11,11 

Bwmim,TmoauM  H^ghoa  aotlea oro* aqoaginc icMln> 
tloB,Sr;oabfSlt,8S;Oftthetreamrr«lreBlac,fi8;  eftOa 
admltslos  of  Wchlgan,  SB;  on  nnexpeaded  appTopri»- 
tlon^  08;  on  the  adminlon  of  SOchlgan,  71, 68 ;  oo  tha 
expunging  resolution,  99 ;  on  dlatnrbanee  in  the  gilkriu, 
IM;  on  the  trcaaory  dienlar,  MS ;  on  the  tbrtUcailoa 
bill,  191 ;  Senator  from  ]£IaBOOti,S89  ;  on  traaiiryBote^ 
886 ;  on  the  nb-Traaanry,  8S8 ;  on  tho  fanr  of  banfcrqitty, 
449;  on  maU  notea,  08B;  on  boda  te  mcaber^  m; 
oa  the  ladapendant  tramry,  MS;  es  trMamy  aala^ 
<T7;  0DthaFlMldaVBr,8SB;  on  Oa  imrth  laalBlmml^ 
708;  oamUdtitiea,781;  on  aOrar  oolnage,  HO;  oft  book 
porohaao^  780^77^  774, 770L  jSm  Ada;  nda.  i;  I; 
11,11 

BiOKNUL,  Bkksxt,  BepreaentatlTe  from  New  T<r^  440l 

BisDLn,  BiOHAxn,  Boprewntattro  from  Fena^TBnta,4IO; 
on  bankrnpt  lawa,  468 ;  on  treaaoiy  notai,  881 

mUt,  Moneg.~8M  /iMfeo),  toL  1. 

Bnoaau,  SAxuaL,  BopreaentatlTe  from  Xev  ToA,4tl 

BoBor  pLAsar.— i8a«  JMmv  vol.  IL 

Black,  Johh,  Senator  from  lOwiaalppI,  888;  natgwUi 
BeatIntbeBenato,817.  Am /nde^  toL  II 

Bun  A  Ervxa  ohoaen  printers  to  the  Houa^  4. 

Sank  iaUet4,  ihatt  th^  b»  ecunted  T—Set  Mm,  toL  4. 

Slue  UffhU  <M  tiffnaU  to  Ou  eiwfliy.— Ae  Htdsa,  toL  1 

BoosB^  BapiaamtnllT>  from  Hov  Toi^  1 

AaAdM^ToLU 

Bmntt  Vnxux  K,  Bf^reaeiitittTa  from  CUn,  4;  an  (ha 
dtotribvtkn  of  book!,  890. 

Amta^  ptirehoM  </— In  the  Honae,  a  reaolBtlOB  relatfre  to, 
IS;  Ita  extent,  15;  worka  In  print,  IS;  the  reettntla 
adopta  the  preoedent  set  by  memben  at  the  laat  Oat- 
greaa,  16;  more  Important  In  a  pnUIe  than  printa 
aeno^  16 ;  example  of  the  British  OoTenuaent,  18;  the 
traaaDiyflill.tl 

Motion  to  strike  oat  from  the  appropviatiao  UB, 
amaiint  ftor  the  U^tod  Btateo  Poennaentaiy  WMm/^ 
IT;  •  binding  contract  exlati^  IT;  no  b^nstloe  la  rtrOa 
out,  IT ;  impodtlon,  IT ;  extnota  from  tbo  contiac^  IT; 
Haaard^  work,  Tlews  of  Congrees  on,  ]& 

Motion  to  notify  the  oootraetors  to  diaeontlBas  tka 
work,  19;  original  motion  loot,  19. 

A  reaolntlon  raiatlTe  to,  eonddered,  819 ;  aO  cxp«^ 
tvreaoieept  for  the  ordinary  pnipoaea  of  tha  Haoaa  pi*- 
Mbltod,  619 ;  tha  now  memboM  ahoold  bo  pkead  as  lha 
aamofbotl&caatbaol^OII;  not  tlad  by  tto  piwriw 
aUnded  to,  OO;  prarlao  InTiriably  pasMd,  888;  (ha 
leadntlMi  looka  alono  to  Oo  panonal  bnsOt  at  Ao 
mambwi,       itootottaft  piWBd,  8B;  mettoftto  laftr 
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the  molntlttn  to  iha  Uhnrj  oominlttM,  IBS ;  nfcmtoe 
doM  BO  good,  U9;  aU  ilioald  be  mnd  allk^  Itt; 

MMBdQWDtS  |H«p«Md,  18ft. 

In  til*  BonMa.  a  jolat  MidntlpB  oAmd,  MT ;  UM  M 
thaU>to,687. 

BMolatton  oAnl  In  thn  HooM,  and  ordand  to  • 
third  nadlng,  CSL  • 

In  the  Senate,  a  motloa  to  strika  ont  tha  appropria- 
tlon,  109 ;  one  of  the  aboMi  <tf  t)i»  Oorernmant,  7W ; 
detalb,  7W ;  moUon  carried,  ItL 

Honsa  dlngT«e,7Tli  Senate  tnalrt  and  a  eoaftnnee 
naked,  7T3;  npoi^Tn;d*lMtat  TIS;  twth  HonaaaoMi* 
ear,  778. 

Eeaolatloa  raUtlTe  to  the  MadUon  papers,  778 ;  when 
did  It  paaa  ttM  Senate?  TM;  nmaika  as  to  the  ttaaa 

when  the  leaolntlon  pawed,  TTS;  77S;  debated  and 

adopted,  T77,  T7&  Am  ItuIm,  toL  19. 
Boon,  Batuft,  BepreoentatlTe  from  Indiana,  <  441 ;  on  de- 

peelta  with  the  States,  817.  34*  Jndea\  vols.  11, 12. 
BoKDur,  NaTEAXiiL  B.,  Kepnaantatiro  from  Masiaehn- 

ietta,S,4«L 

Bovuuir,  iAxm  "W^  B«pteaentatlT»  from  Tlrsinia.  8, 400 ; 
on  nedflns  a  petition  from  ilaTai^  MS;  on  d^odta 
vlthtbeStntaatSlSionftiBdsltolbdeml  dnaB,8Sa;  en 

tha  Trearanr  Note  bUI,  BIS-  Sm  Indm,  toU  11,  U. 
BouiUyJbr  flMmg  VsMtU^S^  Indtei,  -roL  S,  IhOU*. 
Bomn,  M^nnua  3^  BepraaenUUre  from  New  York,  & 
BoTD,  LTint,  Bapreoentatire  from  Kentndcjr,  4, 

JWok     /VMIvfc-Tfiw  A&a^  nia.  S,  4. 
J»witeato>  e»  a«  iMwora  — i8m /m(«^  Tot  a 
*WM<  aant.—S»4  Mm,  toL  9. 

Biraott  Qnonsi^  Bepreaentatlre  from  Uaaaaehnsetts,  S,  480 ; 
on  poatponlng  the  Iburth  Instalment,  4T4  <Sm  /mfeas, 
ToLlL 

BrltiA  JgffrtMions  o»  OmmaroA— hdtm,  ■ftlL  8. 
JBrUM  Oottmiai  7>atU.—S«  Indta,  toU  9, 11. 
MHUA  TntHffUM.—3M  India,  toL  4. 
A-Mafc /isviMion  4^  JmerfOM  ApA— In  ttte  Sanata,  a 

■aga  TalattTO  to,  571;  Importanoe  of  notion,  BTl 
In  the  Roosa,  mimsun  and  eorreapondenoe  relatlre  to 

the  attaek  on  the  Candlne,  S78,  fi74;  referanoo  moTod, 

STS;  no  eonrsa  should  be  taken  that  would  plaoe  na  In  a 

warlike  position  to  England,  B7B ;  greater  dUposltlon  to 

make  war  on  the  AdmlalstraUon  than  on  England,  (75; 

firat  ascertain  wholsto  blame^nS;  ow  nenlnll^  laws 

pena^  not  ppevenUri,  671 
In  the  Senate,  lama  msMaga  taA  vamfcadsBM  if 

eelTad  and  Mibned,  STl 
la  the  Howaa,  a  ■i—ge  relatlre  to,  900, 
JHfM  JRiiMM>,  oMidMl  AtCaa^  ToL  4. 

MWb  fl-avoMss  M  Oa  Aala    JToiiM-In  tha  Senota,  a 

tnessage  from  tha  Presldaat  ralatire  to,  TM;  ordered  to 

be  printed,  n& 
BritUi  WtM  India  7yad^—JSt»IitdmB,niLt. 
Bribery.— S»»  tndm,  toL  & 

Bkobhud,  Johh  C  BepresentntiTe  from  Haw  Todc,  480. 

BnoaaoM,  Iuao  Hn  BepreeentatiTie  from  Hew  Toik,  480; 
on  the  Traaaoiy  Bote  UU,  Bl»;  on  the  attaek  on  the 
Carolina,  818;  on  tta  HtaaMppI  eleotlon,  981 ;  on  the 
death  (rf  cuter,  888 ;  on  the  Ezplorlng  Ezpedltton,  800. 

BiowN,  BnDvonn,  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  889;  on 
theadmlarionor  IUoUgBn,89;  on  aboUtlon  lo  the  Dla- 
trict  of  Columbia,  166 ;  on  poatponlng  the  fborth  Instal- 
nent,8S7;  on theanb-Tresanrri  480;  on treasnir notes, 
<T8;  on  the  Anurth  Instalment,  711 ;  on  Mnth  CaroUna 
icootatlona,ni.79&  A« /isda^  Tols.  11, 11 

BnowK,  Jom  BeyiiantaUT*  from  Haw  Yoik,  IL  Bm 
Adaa^nLll 

Snmy  ^mm,  Jwewtfanli  tfi—Vi  the  Hmat^  a  blU  fcr 
UMi«Bsr«(flOMlimd,IU;aMtiartUaaMkMd;  on 


tha  Ooremment  allow  the  Indemnltj  ?  MS;  theCheto- 
keea  weie  regarded  as  in  aatateof  amity  at  that  time, 
S49;  he  was  not  bejoad  the  pale  of  the  protection  of 
Ooveninient,U8;  aUowlng tUs claim,  tt Is ssld,  wiUin> 
tioduee  a  new  policy  U  oar  Ooremment,  9(40. 

No  foandatkin  la  ^tnelple  Av  the  eUm,  948;  admit 
that  the  aggroMlon  was  mad*  In  time  tf  paaaS)  947; 
treatlea  with  the  Cherokeea,  94T;  eflHts  ef  war  on 
eUmi,S48;biUloet,S4S. 
BniTTH,  Annniw  H.  W.,  BepmaaatatlTa  ftoa  Hew  Tok, 
4801 

BveuiTAa,  Aassnr,  BapraMntattn  ftem  Paw^jlmls,  1^ 
49a 

on  the  ezpnnglng  Tooolntlon,  IIS;  on  the  uonioriBl  td 
tha  Colonlaatlon  Soele^,  168;  on  eopjil^t  to  torelgn- 
eia,  188 ;  on  trade  with  Belgium,  Ul ;  reports  on  M«xl- 
can  aflhIiB,  194;  Senator  ftam  PennaylTaala,  S80;  on 
p't^F^'ng  the  foorth  Instalment,  804-SM ;  on  tha  anb- 
Treasury,  499;  on  tha  expunging  resolntloa,  U8;  oa 
abolition  petitions,  0«i;  on  Calhoun^  resdntiona,  988^ 
639,899,808,806,109;  ui  neottal  reUttona,  889;  onnla- 
ttenawlth  Hazlooy  9«^  801 ;  nlatlve  to  daftadlag  ttt* 
Vala*  boaadaiT,  TU,  T98L 

Syfblo  and  JTew  OrUana  Soad.-^  Maov  Tel.  IL 

Bimos,  SAinrBL,  BapreaaatittT*  itou  TaaaaMW,  4  Am 
/iidan,  ToL  19. 

a»n>Mgt^0t4  Ubnuy  qfConffr4M.~S46  Ind4m,  toL  6. 

Bvuca,  Bonan,  BeproKntatlTe  ttQta  New  Hempshtre,  8. 
Se*  India,  19. 

Buttmt-  </  Vu  Mra  Atastoa^^In  the  House,  raiolntlBM 
i«laUn  ta,  aoHUmd,  409, 491 

BTinn^  Jbmh  A,  report  on  abolUlai  pstltiaa^  99;  Tqrre- 
MntottT*ft«nHarthOB0Uni,d91  SmMm^tcLH. 


C 

Oauovh,  Wuuut  B,,  BapnaaatotlTa  from  KaMduaotlii 
9,401 

CALHOtm,  Jom,  B^naaatattTa  ftam  Kaatnalv,  4, 491 
CALBOini,ANOtCaadapositBwlthtiw8tat*a,Cl;  i«nn- 
ezpeaded  appiopriatlraa,  68;  entheadoilssloBorUleU- 
gaa,  89,  70^  79;  on  the  axponglng  resdutlon,  19S;  oa 
printing  the  Maijland  nwrnorlal,  lOS ;  oa  the  memorial 
of  the  C<rionliatloa  Bode^,  109, 164;  on  eopTrigfat  to 
flwelgBai%  189 ;  M  oaunting  the  Totea  to  Praaidea^  189; 
<n  Ubsratloii  of  steTos  by  British  antboittlaa,  188 ;  on  tha 
dWribntion  qneatiaa,  904 ;  Beaator  from  Sooth  CaioUoa, 
989;  ea  poB^oalos  tb*  fevth  laatalowat,  809;  «■ 
treas■IrBOte^S09;  «a  tha  s«b-Tr*aB«iT  601,974;  oa 
abolition  petlttona,  667,  899^  091;  on  Veimont  raaoln* 
tlona,  668;  on  hto  ^t«it  rawilotloai,  698, 070, 671, 080, 
681,689;  on  dlaturbanoaa  onthaHMthemlhuitleT,  6T8; 
oa  hU  raaotnthUM,  088, 684, 08^  098, 090 ;  In  reply  to  Mf^ 
Clay  on  aboUtlon,  099, 600, 91(^609;  reladre  to  his  reao* 
InUons,  900, 006, 609, 610 ;  OB  the  TeimMt  AAti-SlaTcry 
i«aolntloM,910;  ontb*  Indepeadent  tMarnry.  681,649; 
oa  public  lands,  999;  on  treeaory  aotsih  979^  974, 
9n;  •«  tha  fsarth  laatalnNBt,  W;  ntellTa  to  aall- 
■UTcry  petlttona,  T90;  on  oataUa  Intorfcrtooe  with 
sUrery  in  the  Dlstrtot  of  CelamUa,  Tdl  As  JSHdm, 
Tda  4, 5, 6^7,  8,10, 11.  IS. 
CsxnnsLnro,  CHtradHtu.  O,  Bqmentatlr*  from  New 
YoA,9;  onBenilnoUhoatUlttaa,lL  on  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  90;  on  surplus  TOTonne,  949;  on  the  petltloa 
IkOB  •larc^9I9;  em  dvoaltawlth  the  Stalea,  811 ;  oa 
flinte  Sir  MeiBldBaa,881;  Beptsaentatlv*  from  Hew 
Yoik,d99;  an  rsMaae*  af  tha  miassgs,  ala,  d99 ;  oa 
poa40Bli«  the  lbvthtMWawai,499;  aathalsniaer 
TnmuT  BOtaib  40;  w  midwW  baada,  494;  oa 
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OoTtnuntiit  recdren,  4M ;  on  postponing  the  fttnrth 
iDstalment,  M;  on  a  national  bank,  479;  on  treamrj 
notca,  4M;  reUtlTo  to  the  Bemlnolo  Tar,  617 ;  «n  th« 
dWribitloB  of  Iraoki,  00;  on  treararj'  notea,  «S;  re* 
porta  a  tbuadal  etatoment,  T81.  Sm  Indai,  toI.  11 
OAXrawa,  Join,  BepreaentaUre  from  Bonth  Carolina,  4*1 
Oakfimll,  BoBUn     BepreseatatiTe  tmm  Bonth  Carolina, 

9.  Ae /N(t«e,  ToL  11 
Oumnx,  William       BepraaentatlTe  from  TeiuMMa, 
Ml. 

OMtadkM  It^fitiftta.—8tt  Indmi,  Tola,  t,  6. 

Onol  arMmd  JAwele  ;SI«U*.— ^  AAb,  ToL  4; 
CoNof  iStoolslnHKArit^— In  the  Senate,  a  blUiclatlTe  to, 
TO. 

Oau,  Jobk,  BepreeentaUre  from  Indiana,  4  Aa  JndtK, 

Tolo.  11, 19. 
Oarraceat,  BtU^<ffj~-SM  Index,  toL  4 
Oabtkz,  TnfOTHT  J.,  Baprcantittn  from  lUSa^4Kt  de- 

oease  of;  058. 

Ouant,  Tnuuc  R,  Kepreaentadre  from  Tamteaaea,  4 

480;  ontttepordiaaaof  boeki,18;  MbwMB  In  Florida, 
081 

OAarr,  Zasook,  Bepreaantattr*  from  QUnolB,  i,  46L  Sm 

/iid«e,  ToL  11 

Qnteat,  eongrtmiotua.—B$t  Indeed  f<A.ti,au&Iiidm,-ni. 

CiuiiBBis,  OBoxon,  BoprwentatlTB  from  Panuj^vula,  1 

8u  Znd«K,  Tol  11 
CBAinnt,  JoBir.  Bepreaeatattn  from  Eentoe^,  4  460; 

on  tiie  ExptodDg  Expedition,  SET. 
Obaitzt,  Jokx,  BepreeeatatiTO  from  OUo,  4, 461.  8t  In- 

d»m,  ToL  11 

CBim,  GnAUM  Hq  Bapraaentatire  froo  New  York,  1 
Chafmam,  Bxttbbk,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Alabama,  4, 441. 
Charffit  O'JJMrM,  appolnimtnt  qf.—SM  IitdM,  toL  6. 
CharitabU  Ot^MU—Sot  Ittdtm,  roi  1. 
Chau,  Jcdob,  Q^toW  conduct  and  trial  <^.—St*  IndM, 
■nL9. 

Obutum,  Bioiabd,  BepreMHtattn  from  Teimeaaee,  4(0. 

<3&Mai)«a2»  Ofwl  JMatears  OanuiL—Bi*  Mtm,  toL  10. 

ChMopeaJU  FH^aU,  aUaeko».—^t*  Ind^Bi,  toL  1 

CkfopMjU  and  OMo  Ocmal.~^tt  Indta,  Tola.  6^  9, 11 

CmuM,  TiMOTKT,  BepreoenutlTe  fttim  Now  York,  8, 400. 

Ckoelaw  Lands,  smcroaelumenit  on.— Be*  Indsx,  toL  9. 

OhoUra,  AiiaUe.~Be«  ladeas,  toL  It 

Onur.  JoMTBAXi  BopreaantatlTe  from  Ibtne,  400 ;  on  the 
BantlBOle'War.nt;  daeeMe  of;  6IS;  ftmenlo^esi 

In  the  Hoosa, »  leeol&tlon  to  InTMtlgato  tiie  eamaa, 
offered,  685;  awfhl  tragedf  memben  of  the  Honse  par> 
tldpated  tn,  68&;  no  good  can  reanlt  from  the  resoln- 
tIon^  68S  -,  haTo  either  of  the  partlee  been  gnlltf  of  anj 
moral  dellnqnemrT  685;  Oonfrese  has  power  to  aet  tn 
ref^Doe  to  the  Dlatrlet  of  Otdombla,  680;  what  benefit 
can  reanlt  fr«m  thU  Inquiry  f  686;  praetloo  ot  dnalllng 
«ondamaed,686;  flirthtr  debate,  486;  raaidntiaiw  adopt* 
•d,  686;  the  eunmlttoa,  687. 

CuaiwkB,  NAiHAxm.  K,  BaprawntottT*  ftom  Tbgtpla, 
1  Am /mtM^  Tda.  10, 11, 11 

Claibobmx,  Johk      BepreaentatlTe  ftam  HtKlnlppt,  4, 
460;  on  tbedeeeaaa  of  DaTld Dtokaon,  HO ;  onthe  ar- 
reatofB.U.'WUtaar.an;  on  tiM  MIhImIp^  defltton, 
-  eil 

CMm  AgsiK*t».—St§  IndM,  toL  11. 

Claxk,  Jonx  C,  B«presenUUT«  ftom  New  York,  460;  on 

the  snb-TreaHUT,  Ml. 
Olabk;  Wiuzak  p.,  B«pneaitattT«  ftam  Fran^rhaida,  1 
A<feB,  ToL  11 

Olat,  CLxmRT  0.,  Senator  from  Alabama,  889;  «n  the  nib- 

l^eararrl>(ll,446;  on  pr»«inptloii,  6Ml 
Out,  Hntn,  on  tU  LttdbOl,  CI;  «k  flw  a;p«B|iBgi«a»- 


Intton,  111;  preaenta  the  petition  ot  tViOga  wnlgrMli. 
161;  on  Inooiporatlng  th»  Odonintko  Soole^,  161;  m 
oo^il^t  to  toelfftet^  18^184;  on  deotioa  of  PM- 
dattt,lBO;  on  trade  with  Belgtum,  in ;  oaVotieani^ 
latliHia,  198;  on  the  Preddent^  tnuignratlini,  SOI ;  Sen- 
ator from  Eentoekr,  880;  on  treaanrj  notaa,  890;  on 
the  mb-'treasni?  Mil,  40S;  on  deeeaso  ct  Senator  Kmt, 
644;  on  small  notee,  065;  on  the  ktUck  on  the  CkroBw, 
KT6;  on  alarerT'  In  the  District  of  Colnmbta,  SSI,Se^ 
Ml ;  on  distarbanoea  on  the  Northern  frooUer,  SIS;  «■ 
Oalhonn's  teaolntlons,  6H;  offen  reaolntloM,  OM;  to 
teidrtotb.Calhoan  on  atoUttoo,  8W.  801.«S;idn- 
1lTetoCaUio«n*li«aalattotii,6eSk00T;  on(h<«MTHif- 
toiT,  018;  on  the  Independent  tieaanTT'.OH;  on  reb- 
tlons  with  Hexloo,  660;  on  bank  notee  for  Gownwoent 
dDcs,668;  onnorth-eaBtomboandai7,<S8;  ontbefavtt 
instalment,  707;  on  the  North  0»rolittare9olntloaa,7n; 
on  sllrer  odnage,  78S,  780;  on  petition  ot  dttaaoa  cT 
DUtrlet  of  Colombia,  7ti;  on  the  tariff  compromiw, TSL 
Aa  Adaos  T<da.  8, 4, 8, 6, 7,  a,  11. 

CLAitoVi  Tb<was,  Senatwfron  Dalawnre,  lOB^M 

CLSTSLAim,  JnaE  P.,  BapreaontatlTe  from  Oeoti^  ^  4n. 

Oert  ^  fi&e  J7om&— Ae  Indmt,  toL  UL 

Clowwit,  W.  K-,  RcpreaentatlTe  from  Bowlli  Oarnilni,  4W 
Sm  Indtm,  ToL  11 

Oad  FM«rU».—S§»  IndM,  and  Adtt,  toL  », 

PkUm. 

Corm,  Jomr,  BepreaentatlTe  fMn  OcoKita,  S ;  daeaav  a( 

SIL  Ae.nM(«e,ToLll 
CMm,  ffctd.—8M  />u2cb,  toL  11 
CbfnoM  adMr.— Aa  StdtK,  t^A.  11 
CoiMfJbrMffn  •Owr.— A«  IndM,  vols,  t,  7,  IL 
CoLja,  WALrBn,  BepreaentatlTe  from  TtiK<afa,  1^  461 
OoOMttontHMriett,  wsUr%.—8e»  Jndta,  toL  8. 
Ooiombia,  mUtMw  Ic—Sm  Indta^  yul.  11. 
£Won4KiMon  SocUtv.—la  the  Senate,  a  memorial  pi^tog 
the  incorporation  of;  conaidered,  168 ;  mothm  U  nfa  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colnmbia,ia;  tUa 
Bwmwlat  tends  to  Inereaaa  the  ezdlMnent,  W;  aldeot 
th«  mamorlaUsta,  168;  toteiftreiiee  of  the  G«nn- 
raent  with  this  eoclatr  o^oaed,  148;  nMrrcdto  tdv  to 
a  select  oommlttaa,  168;  farther  debate  va  the  ^mtlm 
of  referenoe,101 
Motion  to  take  19  the  memoifalloi^  181  £esM«^ 

TOlS.  0,  It 

CUhirMs  JMear.— As  IndtK,  toIb.  A,  6, 11 
Onnmsnui^eu  United  StaU«.—S«tI»dem,  toU.  1-S. 
Cbmmtrot^tho  Wtttr~^  Mtm,yAia. 
Commtrct  amd  Jftiff^aftoia.— In  the  Bmata,  a  nm^Om 

ntitlTO  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  ol 

Ttamrj,  67, 6t 
Oompen»ation  iif  Mmbtn."^  Indeai,  rob.  8,10;  Pag 

qf  Mtmbtrt. 

CbmpenaaUon  0/  FrotUhiit  and  Fios-PresidsniL— £m  A- 
dem,  TolB.t8. 

Oonffrtm.~i4aL  a^Jonms,  888 ;  S5th  oODTenea,  881 

a>»n«c«o»^  Toto  for  Preddent  to  ISSa,  S81 

CoRvoK,  Hembt  W.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  HoraCanb% 
8,460.  A« /Adee,  Tola.  7,  8, 10,  It  1Z> 

Oonttttviton  not  f^ppUeaXiU  to  TerKtoHes.— In  the  SeMtt, 
a  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  goTemraest  ot  Iow% 
681 ;  motion  that  the  tennre  of  offlee  of  the  Jndges  to 
dnriof  good  behaTlor,  681 ;  lneonreaIenoa,69;taltlB 
the  constitution,  B81 ;  conatltotlon  doea  not  aztai  to 
territorlea,  681 ;  motion  Joat,  6S1. 

OontsmpU,  judicial.— at*  Indm,  toL  11. 

CbntsiM  Ae«o».-A«  iiM^ca^  Tola.  1, 9t  r. 

OonUnffoni  X>ipen»M,~8t6  India,  toIs.  1, 8. 

Cbnlntpfa,  gooormnmL—BM  IndM,  toL  8. 

(^RfraesrHet  8«toM»  StaUt.—St4  India,  toL  & 

awMwy  J^HWi.-JiilJiMtlU'wld. 
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oartala  Kai^ih  satiiora,  Itt;  Iti  repwentotloiM,  189; 
■eoniitj  af  wpjii^UM  tn  Ea^utd  not  T«>Matod  ta 
Sritlih  ■ott^oote,  18S;  mored  to  nttt  to  the  Hbmx 
oommlttM,  188;  Oftetitj  of  the  mbjeet,  13B ;  nfbmd 
to  >  qwdil  wmmtttoe,  188 ;  farther  memoitak,  IM. 
Fnitb«r  nNHMnUli,  184;  debtto,  184. 
In  the  HovM,  u  iBfnlrj  n^Mttnf  patWgH  Air, 
SI8;  rwNni,M8. 

OmIiidA  dniwtaab  m^-Am  JMmi^  Vfd.  T. 

CoBwiK,  TaovAB,  B«prMentittr«  from  Ohio,    4$L  Btt 
IndM,  vol>.  11, 11. 

Qwfa  <^Batthy  PatMtm.~B$$  UtOm,  Toi  T. 

ObjUs,  Bonn,  B«pnMnMln  from  TliflBl^  %  ML  A« 

Ckampi,  JoBK,]Ecpi«MaMlnftDmNmrToikaiL  AtA- 

Cea»%  JoMPg     B^wwhUMtb  ft—  Ohiot  A.  Am  A> 

Ofturaroi^  Boxm  B,  HaprtwaUttT*  from  Bhode  Iiknd, 
460l 

Cbakt,  Ibaao  el,  bpreBsntsHt*  Ikon  IDdi^^  MM,  M ; 
oBdepodts  with  Um  BtatM,SU;  on  a»  1Ub«  Im«b> 

CWdi  /imHon  iTi^ortaMcNt.-^  Mm,  toL  8. 
<Xn*m  to  dU  i>WrM  CUmkMo.— In  the  HotiM,  t  me»- 
ngo  on,  854 ;  lett«r  from  th«  Dtetilet  Attamer,  fiS4. 

mii  Law*,  So. 

CsxTTEVDxii,  JoHiT  J.,  OB  Um  fortlflMtloa  bSl,  101,  839 ;  on 

postponing  tho  Amrth  iDMafanant,  SH;  on  CUboBB*! 

reMlatloB%  BM;  on  pie^mptloik,  tM;  n  TiamiT 

notw,  <70t  jSm  /mta^  toK  C,  1L 
OiooxnT,  JoBN      B«pfwiBBtntlT«  turn  ToBBfea,  dfi; 

on  the  TriMBTy  Boto  bill.  ML 

MUtttm. 

i^mib*rla*dRoad.—3t  AdM^  roll.  8,4,  fi,  9,10;  udii»< 

dmm,  EDiTAmn,  BoprtMBtttiTo  from  How  York,  440. 
OuBsm,  Oaub,  KipNMtBttTo  from  HtiwehwWa,  8, 

41ft;  M  ■boUOMi  pMtlMi,S»;Mtk«MaMU«  oTHr. 

Adnu^  M;  oa  Ite  FbaMk  wir,  408;  an  f^^tp^HTif 

tha  feortb  iBitalawnt,  481 ;  oa  fbe  Rortti-tBatora  Imut* 

d«r,  18ft;  w  tho  lIilBC  booBdarr,  TM, 
CnnMAN,  BufDBL,  BaprMBBtoUro  from  Now  HampaUia, 

8;  480 ;  on  poe^nbiff  tho  fonith  taatalmaBl^  W,  4ftL 
OOTBBwiT,  AmxD,8«Batorftom  0««rfta,  888 ;  on  ab(^tiOB 

patttfa»i,MtL  BHMUK^rAlk 


DABUmrov,  Edwabs,  S«pr«aeDtatlre  from  Pflsiiijlraiila, 
8,480. 

Daybb,  Thomas,  RepiaaentatlTO  frora  Halno,  4801 

Datu,  Edwabd,  BapreaeBtatlTa  from  PeaDSjiTaola,  480. 

DATia,  JoHK  v.,  Bepr«aantatlT«  from  IndiaBa,  4. 

Datib,  JoBif,  OB  the  daoaaaa  of  Oaorp  L.  EhiBaid,tl1; 
protaata  agalnat  the  expongiBg  TeaolattoD.U8;  oa  trade 
with  BalglBm,  191;  SaBator  fton  Mmanliinifli.  ttf; 
Ml  abdItlMi  paUttoBi,  668,  SOft;  «a  Oalhoan^  raWla* 
tlOBa,88>.  A«/Mtaai,T«ta.  81 8;  18^11,11. 

DAwaoB,  TtujAic  CL,  BepfeaaatatlT*  ftom  Owngb,  180^ 
480;  on  the  death  of  CDIor,  8811 

itoy  <^  Siima4atlon,—SM  Mm,  roL  IL 

D*<tf  ama  Jhti»b.Iniiaiilion».—S»4  A<t«0,  Tob.  ^  8t  1^  10, 
11. 
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Debalm,  rtptrttmg  ^.—Sa»  AtfM^ToLl 

Dbbxbbt,  KoMintD,  KepraanttatlTa  from  North  CarellBB,  f; 
4801  Aa /iuf«^  YoL  111 

Dboatvb,  Haa,  SuaAir.— Ib  tha  Honae,  a  reaoltitloB  on  gnat* 
Inf  a  penaloB  to,  86&  Sh  Indta,  rote.  8, 11, 19. 

Da  Obatp,  Jom  J.,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Hew  Tott,  488. 

Delawar4  ami  Ckttaptata  OaKaL—St*  Indae,  Tol  8. 

MMMnVToUfcrPraddeflt  1b  ISSI^SWl 

JM^ffoiMjhm  TWfftoHaa.— IiKtm,  toL  1. 

Damn,  Joair,  KepraaeatiUT*  tnm  Kaq'laBd,  480l 

Dannr,  1Ta^*»,  KapnaeatatlTe from  PeBBarlraAfa,  8 ;  oa 
dapoalta  with  tha  Btatea,  8>1L  A« /Mfaoi,  rola.  11, 11, 

I>^m*tv«  Meattru  agaUul  Cfrtat  Britain,  wutar  /oA<i 
Adamt.SM  IndiCB,  toL  t. 

DtpotiU  *e>tiX  Uu  SUiUs—la  tha  Senate,  lean  to  Utrodnca 
«blUi«latlT*lo,asked,«l;  the  bOl,  81 ;  a  laife  amptaa 
wffl  U  In  the  TraaaoiT,  <1 ;  what  ahaU  be  dMM  with  nr 
81 ;  notloB  ta  nftr  to  flnniBlttaa  «■  flaaaeet  81;  Baaato 
Mkad  to  ereato  a  tmploi  tw  ftton  dlatribotioa,  01;  f»> 
Ibrrad,  81 

A  nteaaaga  from  the  Honse,  dlMgreelog  to  amend- 
ments to  the  fbTtUeatlOB  blU,  104 ;  ImportaBt  amend* 
ment,904;  Its  natore,  SIM ;  Senate  adhere,  Ml 

Ib  tho  Hooaa^  a  naolatloB  to  releaae  the  Stataa  fkom 
the  natontloB  of  tha  diperila,SU;  laid  on  tha  laliK 
S1& 

In  tha  Houactabtn  reIatlTato,«ouUared,808; 
pennaBont  azpendltnna  of  the  fOTarnme&t  donUed 
wlthlaafl>w7ear^808;  what  amonnt  of  laat  year*!  ap- 
praprUUoiu  remalB  naozpended  1 800 ;  the  ^)propTla* 
tlou  will  hH  ghort  daring  the  enanlng  jear,  810 ;  the 
•mondment  reoognlcea  a  ajratom  of  permaBeat  dlstrtbn- 
tlon,  810;  there  will  be  a  large  anrploi,  whleh  it  la 
dABgerona  to  leare  nncmplojed  la  the  haada  of  the 
goramneat,  810 ;  the  dlatrfbutlon  principle  eormptlng 
aaddaagei«Ba,S10;  taxnUoa  ihoold  be  ndnead  to  the 
WBBli  of  goraiBiBeBt,  SlOl 

TUa  BBMidment  will  aead  tha  Bume^  bach  to  tho 
pet^e  again,  811 ;  bf  the  dlatrlbntioa  law  the  people  of 
the  fau^  Stataa  had  boea  aaerlfleed  to  the  interest  of 
the  small,  811 ;  thla  aaMadnwot  JoTiea  monej  for  par- 
poBM  that  the  eoutitatioB  dues  Bot  warrant,  811 ;  If  thla 
maasnia  was  wise  and  proper  at  tha  last  sesiloB,  why  la 
tt  not  BOW  1 811 ;  tho  Ust  bill  dlstrlbated  tha  moner  na* 
•«Bal^,n4)aiCfy,Slt;  tUa  priodpla  was  aaaattonad  bf 
Am  hat  Ooagraa^Wl;  oparstloB  of  the  aMMOTO^SU; 
amendment  loat,  814. 

Amendment  renewed  In  the  Honse,  814 ;  it  Is  said 
therawinbeaDSiirplafl,8I4;  Itissaldthe  amendmaat 
la  Bot  Blade  to  a  proper  bill,  814;  it  Is  said  to  be  Iro- 
piopor,S14;  ameadmeat  carried,  SIS;  ftarther  aBwad- 
aieat  that  the  dlstribntlon  ahoaU  be  la  the  ratio  of  the 
repreaentatlon,  Slfi ;  a  plan  eoBcelred  aad  matured  hf 
the  Ugh  taiUrpartr.to  ooatlBBe  thdr  aeheme  eriB> 
Jnatlee,815;  whatistheqwetaclewe  behoUtnO;  th« 
eendnet  of  some  has  bean  eqnlToeal,  810 ;  the  whoto 
S7«tem  oontemptlbU,  818 ;  a  aTslom  of  ba^n  and  eor- 
raption,81T;  l^Jnstiee  will  be  done  to  dtotribato  on  tho 
bsala  of  the  repreaentatloa  her^  SIT;  shaU  there  be  ft 
Bew  and  novel  polio;  iatrodocod  ta  the  gorenuaentt 
811. 

Admitted  that  aoatethlng  on^t  to  be  dona  toraaiadr 
the  OTtrflowl&c  treMOij,  818;  Oa  atnuga  saaodattoo 
presented  OB  tUs  floor,  818;  tUa  rrilo  senethlng  lib 
the  aenUaaee  of  JnsUee,  SIO ;  the  pollejr  of  dtetribntloti 
oppoaed  to  the  polle;  of  redaction,  819 ;  the  amalgama- 
tlOB  of  partlea  !a  Ita  &Tor,  810  the  horror  ezpresaad  at 
Sonthem  geatlemea  voting  for  this  bill,  8K ;  it  b  mid 
we  are  taxing  the  people  for  distrtbatlon,  890;  ralnooe 
to  call  oa  the  States  for  monej  depoatted  with  tbaia, 
8M ;  the  taUo  of  fawt  7«ar  miMte  Jnit  and  efoltaUa  than 
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thli  aow  pn^oMd.  SSI ;  the  ftinds  nl^od  from  tti«  ■>]« 
biida,  tract  fkl]ld^  8B1 ;  tlw  mrplns  abonU  b«  m>  d»> 
ported  thit  tha  Bt«tM  ceding  the  land  ml^t  meelre 
tlw  benefit  of  it,  881 ;  New  Tork  sbould  not  oppoM  tlih 
bill  on  the  grmmd  that  the  nnaU  BUtee  would  noetTC 
iDure  than  thej  were  entitled  to,  828 ;  the  beake  are  the 
"hMW-leeehet."  Ul;  whr  baa  the  Sonth  been  aaOtoed 
to  be  80  lone  ptaudered  Q4iut  tuatlin  T  818 ;  amand- 
ment loet,  888;  other  amendmcnta,  888;  bill  ordered 
tOftOdTdteadliiASSl.  jSm /ndta^  toL  13. 

DtpoM  Btuikt.—ln  the  Honae,  resolntloBa  relative  to^  eoa- 
aldered,8ai.  £m  Atlw^  toL  19. 

I>4Mri*rt,  bounty  to.^S*«  huXetn,  toL  & 

SioxnsoM,  PHiLSMOir,  BeprMentattn  flotn  ZToT  Jemr, 
at  ^AttaBiToLU. 

DnOMit  AaMBmT,  eleded  Becmlair  of  tte  BuMta,  8001 

PmnaaOK,  Mxhloh,  letter  on  the  tariff  eomproBlaa  aeb 

Dionoir,  Datih,  BepreeBntatlTe  fton  lUtoriwIppI,  4 ;  de- 

eeaae  oi;  Sia 
Diplomaiic  AdOrmM-SM  Mm,  joi  t. 

pIpiotitaHo  IitUrwur$»,—8tt  IndM,  vol  3. 
DUbuntuff  and  AeoomiMmg  qgUtr»,—St*  Indta\  r<iL  la 
JHIbmttmmlt^lVbllc  JToMy.— £m  Awtea^  rd.  T. 
iMMMl  Aeonp  Cbikil.— iSm  AdM^  Tok  8,  t. 
JNifrMit  jwftUfl.— Am  A^ToL  11 
JHttrOutlm  <f  iEevaiHM.— In  the  Houe,  a  reaolstkin  tela- 

tlTe  to,  offWed,SO;  tUarattleat  sboold  oome  npwith 

the  arm;  bill,  SO ;  proq>ectof  diminished  reTenne,  SO; 

farther  debate,  U ;  pravlona  gnesUon,  etc,  iL—SM  J»- 

dee,  ToL  10. 

DMrid  <^0awml>ia.—lJi  the  Honae,  abUl  for  the  relief  of 
the  eoqtontlona  tiX,  eonddeiod,  S8;  paaaed,  18 ;  hdmbA* 
Bant  «f  the  Sonata,  18;  ewtonmd  In,  88. 

iNMrisf  4^  {MwnMo^-iSm  Adi^  Toli.  9, 8^  T. 

i>fMr«a*  to  Oe  i>Mrie(     09liimMa.-iSte  Mm^  Tok  a; 

DonufUc  JfiMH/befuref.— jSm  /nde^  toL  K. 
DOBSXT,  BoDuioK,  a^Kilnted  Bergeant-at-arma  to  the 
House,  iSI. 

DonLBD&T,  ULTasM  Z",  SepresentaaT*  from  New  ToA, 

Diomooi-n,  Qaonan  C,  EeproaontatlTO  from  Vligliiia,  8, 
460 ;  OB  tlie  deposit  banks,  19. 

JhuBi»if.—Jn  the  Senate,  a  bJU  to  prohibit  the  giving  or 
aoeeptlng  a  challenge  in  the  Dietrlot  Introdnead,  088; 
motive*  for  Introdaoiag  the  bill,  888 ;  dUBcnlty  ot  ob- 
taining witDessea  to  bo  {novlded  fbr,  60T ;  aueh  law  dionld 
be  paased  ■•  would  bo  uecBted,  <0T;  law  of  UhohiI, 
CST;  ftatnrea  of  Om  UH,  608;  amendment  lost,  80S; 
other  •mendmesta.QOS;  tost,  8S0;  bill  ordered  to  the 
tUrd  reading,  6». 

AwflfiV,  eaaMiHff,  ot&— i8M  Indta,  toIs.  6;  11. 

Dnmuv,  AiBAXsnn,  BepreaentattTO  from  (Olo,  461 ;  mi 
poetponlng  the  fonrth  Instalment,  471. 

Ihmup,  ViLLuji  C  Bepreaentatlve  from  Tennessee,  4; 
«n  the  d^OBlts  with  the  Statea,SU.  8t«  In<Ua,  toL  U. 

]>innr,  Ommb  B.,  BepnasntatlTe  from  Indian^  46L 

SmUm,  dlaertmkuM»9.—8i$  IndM,  toL  19. 

IhMt*  om  AqMrti.— In  the  Senate,  a  bU  to  lednee  (ho  dn^ 
tlso  on  osrtain  Imports,  oonsldered,  187 ;  a  naolntion 
velattTO  to  monejs  reeelred  ftir  doUes,  718;  hlstorieal 
atatement  of  the  preliminaries  of  the  oompromlse  act, 
TBI ;  lema^  b;  Benaton  aetlng  in  the  matter,  109. 
8m  Index,  vols.  1, 2, 8, 4, 0, 6, 7, 8.  9, 10, 11,  Ul 

DmUmom  Tbrnw^a.— &e  Adea^  toL  1. 


B 

AftMoMMs,  eom*MtU4<m.—8»*  Mm,  ToL  10. 
Enwusa,  HunAK,  address      4m  JMm,  toL  & 
EswAuo,  JoK»,  Bepresratatire  fion  How  Tort,  dOtl 
Enm,  Tunrmi^  B«fpteseiitallTo  from  Hew  T<^  8: 
mtMm  i^Pmtdmt,  <lfc-lB  tbt  Bwmln  areeolnltoB  wfa. 
tlTC  to  (ho  mod*  of  oMBtlBg  the  Toteii  179;  ii^tdra  If 
anrolerton were InaUglbk,  ITS;  r^art^W;  tboBa»> 
Mr«rproeeodliigpMMrnMa,UB;  Jdiatn  wlrtlToto  the 
Tote«fHIehlKan,185, 188;  Tota««oiwfad,iaL 
Election  cif  Fn»id«iU.—St«  Mtm,  ToL  1,  tu\Mm,  toL^ 

Prttidtmttai  XUeHtm. 
BMtoral  Vottjbt  iVssfdenfc— A«  Mm,  toL  10. 
XUfOaOy  4/ a  BtHdmUtt  ffirsMwjfcii  to  g  Stat  to  tU 

^"iff^     H.,  BBpreaentatlTe  from  Sonth  GsnltaM,  48IL 
Ai»anrA->Ste  JiuteH  TidSL  8^  4, 6,  and  T<L  1,  AMt 

JRiU^nMli^  /vrs^Ar-In  Ota  8«B■t^  » taoMMtniM  leb* 
Ure  to  the  latrodBBtlon  of  Bomia  CattcB>  — IpMfc^ 

offered,  I61j 

AIMmenfi^  moawnifrMMnt  tf.-~SM  Mm,  toL  S, 
Etamb,  Obomx,  BepreeentatlTo  from  HatM^  860;  <»  Oe 
onianio  of  Mr.  Adams,  881 ;  on  dicsn  «f  Itaiatly 
J.  Oarter,  608;  oa  the  aerth  mitora  bemdaiT,  OTl  Am 
Mm,  Tola.  10, 11, 19i 
Emun^  Houon,  BepieaentatlTo  from  Twmaat,  1;  4M; 
OB  the  ease  of  James  Brown,  918;  on  reisenlng  notes  of 
the  United  BtateaBaDk,  807;  on  tha  Florida  War,  488; 
on  »  national  bank,  418;  on  the  fiwnlnele  Wer,  6lf ;  ot 
Termont  Aatl-fllKway  waohrtlQM^  T48.  AeJMlN^'Nla. 
1M1.12. 

SwDra,1tenu%flit  tlw  Tiumiuj  CliCTkr,B7;  on  (ho 
nlatfOB  tS  innhtgm,  Tl,  TT ;  oa  theeqnaglBsiaMibi- 
tlo&,Ulk  AMJiHlMiiTola.ll,lS. 

Ewne,  Jonr,  BepmaitrtlTa  ftcna  Mlw^  dIL  Am 
d<a^ToL19. 

JDMAofve  q^jSCooI*.— Am  htdm,  7. 

J&eefMon  Uqwr$.—Si«  Jndm^  Tola.  1,  & 

JEtoeetttfoe  AdmiHi»WatUuL.—la  the  Boose, «  reaotnaoB  cf 
InqnliT  relative  to  the  mannoi  la  which  the  hnalnBss  cf 
the  d^wtmorta  had  been  onulBetad,  oonaMen^  Sll; 
the  last  mMwr  of  AadrnraaAsM^nS;  wholshet 
SI9;  Us  career,  918;  cMdnot  aa  Preddent,  814;  eam- 
mitted  man;  grioTooa  erron,  SIS;  Inalsnes  of  Oobbo- 
dQS,918;  the  aeU  of  the  Prealdcnt  aaaettoaed  by  the 
people,  SIS;  visit  to  TeuMssee,  916;  aiMedetca,  816; 
the  worst  as  well  sa  the  Isst  meassge,  SlT;  oondttlon  «f 
the  depertmants,  il7;  k  It  tnw  or  8dse  that  the  Tarfana 
EzeentlTe  departments  hare  been  oMdneted  with  abO- 
itrandlntepltrf  818;  thatlstbsl«ne,81S;  Mnooaa 
McnHmaofommeiMl^anattaA  OB  ttMOomlscAd- 
ulnlsbmtton,n8;  naohitlsD  adopted,  818. 

The  reeolntton  predicated  oa  a  daaoe  of  the  Fre^ 
dent^  Uessage,  918 ;  eotnplimmt  to  tbemembetaof  the 
Oablnet,  819;  all  the  antijeets  eoatempUted  for  tnTostl- 
gation  are  provided  for  bjr  the  Honae  committee*,  818; 
repmt  at  the  last  sasBlon,  220 ;  this  Is  to  be  aa  sb  parU 
prooeedlng,  290;  what  are  the  qpedfleatbrnat  998; 
araeadmoat  oAared^  8S1. 

bOegeitteanaa  from  Bbodt  Uand  prtftrwvdai 
tbeehamplon  of  Andrew  JaekMor  291;  dUthePreil- 
dmt  write  the  UndatofTPoragniAt  ttl ;  It  to  sild  this 
InTOstigatlon  Is  nnneeeasarr,  SSS ;  is  the  Committee  of 
Wajv  and  If oaaa  ^^propriate  to  make  soch  uTmmln*- 
tlonsTSSS;  trial  of  Benben  U.  Whltoer.  SSS;  the  Tidt 
to  Tennessee,  988;  It  lasald,  whjnotmoTeaalmpeeeh- 
aentof  tho  PiealdentT  SSS;  Ittosald.thlslseqtdTaleat 
to  aa  tanpmehmcnt,  191;  all  we  ask  Is,  that  a  eonmlttae 
should  examlae  the  arehlvea,  rMonls,  and  papers  of  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


785 


Qsnmnratla  •llt)Mdtpaitnaati^udnpart,SMi  It 
woald  ba  to  imf  Umm  9Uam»  *  tiU  Moordlac  to  tlw 
■tfiat  rnlM  af  tOxOaa  Uw,  «B;  tuOm  MMa,SMk 

M7. 

"Wlutt  la  th*  reUtloB  tb«t  Andrew  JaekHU  baua  to 
tb«  re(>reaMiUtivM  of  the  people  7  St9;  aopMoedMtto 
Jiirtl4mab«naM«n,«a,S80;  AirUMrdetate,in,Sn, 
M ;  Brtther  ■!»••  nor  cwrnptloM  wlU  )w  ftand  MMng 
la  §af  depvtmant,  asi;  tb«  ntentlcM  opporitloB  «z- 
UUtod,SSS;  patrlotlnB  irf  tlu  Prwidnit,  9W ;  ImpoMi- 
ble  to  ftn«MO  the  olutnoter  of  Vui  Boren's  adml&iatn- 
tlon,  SS0 ;  wo  aro  charged  with  bolog  Influanoed  by  (bo 
apoUB,it89;  who  wo  thoMandoof  thobukiT  980;  tbo 
ehargoorinanMod  ABDul  expooditnre,  MO ;  oh>n[oof 
oMnptloB,  «0;  tbyHoDNMMaiodtSM;  whoniloitho 
•ppodtlo&t  MO ;  Tbo eonpUot  dT  Um  PrnMntt  Ml; 
Uw  nation  taai  vproTCd  Ike  eoon*  of  tko  Pioridont,  Ml ; 
what  la  to  bo  tbo  ftitaref  Ml;  Taa Butch oha^od aa 
an  nnrpcr,  M9;  tha  oppodtloB  oontrlbatod  to  make 
blm  Praaldant,  W;  tbo  Gwinn  lottar,  MS;  rappoae  the 
Fnaldontwaa  bTOiaUo  to  Mr.  Yao  Bonn,  waa  tharo 
u J  thing  wrong  In  tbUt  MS;  howmado  a  oandldata, 
MS;  piaoUcea  oaad  to  dofeat  Um,  Stt. 

Wbatdooa  tbo  otIgiBal  roaolntlon  pn^Mitat  Vl;  no 
praoodMtlbrtblaiDOTemont  In  paiUainuitair  Ua*W7i 
131;  anpoUUooor  <M  «haig««,sn;  thoSMonttTo  U 
cba^^  a*  having  teoken  0T«f7  pledge,  8SS  ;  oompUon 
aaldtoaxl8t,««;  aUoalou  to  tbo  Preddant,KH;  how 
bopatbat  tbe  pooplawUl  attend  toronrcha^ea,  US; 
tboapproaohlngadmlnkatraUoalaBaldtobetbe  trlnmph 
ot  tbo  Now  York  a]ratem,338;  orlgtoal  readntlon  oon- 
enrrod  In,  S51 

JbaoiiMw  i>eparftiw)il— £m  Mm,  t<^  1. 

mt§omM9$  Oowtmmtnt  fat  thirteenth  PraUoattd  tarm, 
18ft 

JbMuMve  Patronaa».—8«9  Mem,  toI  U, 

JleoowWoj  PotB*rt.—8»9  Indtu,  T<d.  8. 

StBpatriatton.—SM  Indn,  Tola.  S,  K,  S. 
-  EuptdiUtm  againtt  Porio  Sico.—S«e  Mtm,  roC  T. 

JBBpmdlttir«»,  reduetio»  of.—SM  Indtm,  toL  7. 

Jb^ylorfoir  Aipwf f  ioiK— In  the  Hoaae,  the  ^>pn^riatloii 
for,  oonaidered,  SU;  motion  to  rodaoe  tbo  amonnt  SBA; 
■  IHgntoilionM  sot  ba  anipl«rod,  9SC;  thataTflftiio 
lBatM«loBantiwriiadimallTaaaela,96T;  Impraadoa  aa 
tMrbariana,  358;  the  bill  making  qquoprlatloBa  to,  oon- 
Bldered,  ttO;  tbia  expedition  not  In  «xiatanc^  «W;  a 
aeparate  appropriation  ahonld  be  made,  6B0;  Ax  the  tlmo 
Then  It  ahonld  tail,  SOO;  amendment  aa  to  offiearing 
tbo  ezpodltion  loat,  aSB.  A«  iwlM,  toIi.  10^  U. 

MmpmnQing  tie  tfiwrnol.— Indast,  toL  & 

JhpMwgftig  jgwhritow.— Itt  tha  Sonata,  notioa  at,St\  of- 
Jbra^  15;  tiia  raaolntlon  oouldarad, ,9f ;  Ihraa  ymn 
daat  notloe  waa  given,  M ;  rloTB  of  PrealdOBt  Taa  BOp 
TCB,  IW;  tbo  Tin  of  the  people,  100;  a  rlew  of  the  ad* 
mUatiatlra  of  Praatdent  Jaokaon,  101 ;  itato  at  oir  Ito* 
eign  relatlona,  101;  aflUra  at  b<AM,  108;  eonatttntlon 
Tlndloated  from  an  Impntatlon  of  more  than  tatij  Tenia, 
IDS';  the  tme  theoty  and  praedeal  Intent  of  tb«  oonttl- 
tntlMi  ahown  to  the  conntrr,  108;  remoral  of  the  pnb- 
Uo  money  from  the  book,  106;  Tladom  of  tha  troaaniy 
ordar.lM;  diSeiillr  Titk  Tnaea,  IM;  ba  eaaa  Into 
offiea  the  flrat  of  genenla  and  goaa  Mit  tbo  flnt  of  itatea- 
nan,  IM;  Ua  eonltdeneo  In  tbo  dlaeanunant  and  aqiDtjr 
the  American  people,  100. 

Hot  waa  tho  original  roacdntlon  paaaed  F  108;  It  baa 
lUIod  of  ltaobJeet,10a;  tho  President  tried  and  con- 
do  mo  ed  wltbont  form,  106;  be  baa  not  been  tried  ao- 
earing  to  the  pTOTlaloBa  of  the  oonatltnllon,  107;  everj 
lagUlittye,  exaenUTO,  and  Judlolal  body  hai  a  rlgbt  to 
■trlka  Mt,  altor,  aiaae,  md  Mtnaet  Ita  vaeorda,  lOT. 

Tba  paaiaga  oTtUa taoohittoa teiMtii,  W;  diaafala 
TouXnL— fiO 


paUlo  aentlmant,  UT;  TlrglBtn  Jetead  tbe  ItaMcnt  pw- 
eaarfon,  106. 
Important  amendment,  lOS. 

Tbo  meWBTo  propoaod  la  a  violation  of  the  eonatttn- 
tlon, ICS;  Ifronmaj  ezponge  a  part,  jron  may  ezpoima 
tha  whole,  106 ;  interpodUon  of  ExecatJr*  power  hiu 
made  the  ehange  bete,  100;  That  la  tbo  pretext  for  tbla 
anonnltrt  1«;  a  doatlny  In  tkU  thing,  10»;  erery 
pnq^Uon  of  tba  wIglMl  mriathiii  tn^  111;  the 
qnoatlona  InvolTod  In  ttie  original  roaolntlon.  111; 
podtlon  In  wblob  tba  treeanry  stood  prevlona  to  I88S, 
llfl;  inveetlgatlon  of  the  condition  of  tho  bank  In  1888, 
119;  appointment  of  Ur.  Dnane,  118;  poT«r  of  tbe 
Praatdent  kit  tUa  aet,  118 ;  do  necoaalty  for  the  removal 
<tftbedepoalta,114;  Haumptton  <rf  power  by  the  Preal- 
dant,  lU;  poTt|i  «f  tbe  SaBata^  lU;  Impaeehmantt 
IIS;  baanottbeSeBatopowwtonmoiMtiatoagiliiitan 
ExeentlveiuirpMoBtllB;  If  not,  what  aretbe  Banae 
qncneeal  116;  pmoodont  In  FTaDoa,lM;  preoadant  fn 
Pannaylvanla,  118 ;  That  potriotle  pnrpoae  la  to  ba  ao- 
omnplUted  by  tbla  raaolaUoo  T  117,  lia 

A  more  gnve  and  Bolemn  qnaaUon  rarely  pnaeitted 
to  tha  8onato,ll»;  lAoTaa  tha  Prealdent?  lit;  the 
original  roaolntlon  la  nqfint,  11^  190;  It  b  tmowmtUnp 
tlMal,  m,  199, 198;  bad  tba  Benato  any  power  to  adopt 
MAataaolntloariM;  dotbaSenatopoaMmtbepSTar 
of  cxpnnglng  frmn  their  Jonmak  f  US;  tbe  Tord  **  keap^" 
188;  tbe  word  "ezpnnge"  theqtpropriatomia,  196;aa* 
tbority  of  Mr.  J^erara,  198;  aotlra  In  WaimariTiiHnfTi. 

What  b  It  we  are  oalled  upon  to  doT  180;  terms  of 
tbe  reaolnUoB,  ISO ;  tbe  word  "  ezpnnge,"  181 ;  baa  tbo 
Senate  any  snch  poTor  over  Ita  JonmalT  181 ;  Intention 
of  the  Jonraal,  189;  there  are  matten  of  Ibat  of  TbMi 
the  Jonmal  la  Oa  higheat  evldenoe,  188 ;  the  fHenda  of 
the  Pnddant  sbonld  preeerre  the  raairiatlon  as  a  nmm- 
mant  of  roproaeb  to  thoaa  who  participated  In  tbe  Miii 
nre,  188;  reaaona  oflbied  for  tbe  adoption  of  this  ex- 
pnnglng  raaelntlon,  188;  eight  offered  by  tbe  mover, 
184;  It  Is  tba  Inherent  rijAt  and  pr^nrty  of  every  delib- 
erative aaaembly  to  have  and  expren  opinlona  Tbieh 
eaa  bo  dtme  only  by  rasolntloB,  189;  tbe  rigbttopaaa 
theoriglBal  ras(datlon  vnqnoatloiible,  188;  paisagi  af 
tbeerigindfaaoladon  regretted,  188;  tbe  qoestlon  one 
<tf  power  to  expnnge  tbo  Jonnal,  188;  Ittsaaldtheiesoi- 
latton  contained  impeadwblo  matter,  187. 

This  no  ajdiemeinl  traaaaetlon,  187 ;  preamble  oljeo- 
tionable,  187 ;  adrlee  to  ajndga  In  tbe  BritUb  provlnaae, 
U7;  tba  oonatltntlon  baa  not  laid  down  any  reatrietlon 
qiplleable  to  tbe  preaent  caaa,  188 ;  an  aaanmptlrai  to 
My  that  tba  Senate  Impeaebed  tho  President,  188;  tha 
aetMtwteoMtltntleMl,lSS;  fluieediitiDiioiightto.be 
ezpnnged  for  Its  Impnyrta^,  Ua  daBgenm  tandoKT', 
Its  Iqf  nstlee,  and  ita  folsebood,  1I8 ;  Ha  impropriety,  189; 
lU  dangerona  teadonoy,  140;  Ito  Iqjoatiee,  140;  Ita  foUe- 
bood,  140;  the  Ezeenttva  poTcr,  141 ;  the  right  of  ro- 
moval  of  the  depoalta,  141 ;  the  privilege  and  duty  af 
theProddent,119;  theaotastrokeofgeneraleblp which 
canses  the  lanrets  of  Nor  Orleans  to  look  pale,  149 ;  a 
maatar  stnA%14t;  tbe  TOiM  the  people  baa  oom- 
manded  na  to  an^aafs^  148. 

We  abaadoB  BO  granid  TO  ban  aMuned  md  befell 
fore  aaatalned,  144;  ehataetn  of  tha  reeolntlOB  of  1681; 
144 ;  poTOT  of  CoQgreaa  to  plaoe  tha  publle  Usesiue  ont 
of  tbe  Immediate  eonlnl  of  tbe  President,  14B ;  tba  Kx- 
oentlTe  poTor,  145;  the  aetof  leraoval  waa  against  law, 
148;  detalla<tfalIUrB,14e;  dn^  and  acdon  of  tbe  bank 
offleeia,  147;  ehargea  examined,  147,  148;  the  removal 
was  in  vioUtioa  of  tba  eonaUtaUmi,  148 ;  tmtb  of  the 
■Menent In  the  raadatlon,  Idt;  «ml|^  to  veaai  U 
oatikeiaoaid,U8;  wl^Taa  tt  bapMpsr  ai  laMltato 
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MMrtUaownpowoniltf;  ItiiotdMted  t0«ooaoh«d 
IntanwofooBnniUO;  OTMytUngtliatMnnlMUM 
popular  MI  ntorlMl  to  tn  OTdn  to  mtala  Oto  pt^oMd 
Mt,  IN;  tt  U  Mid  tbo  Senate  U  menfjr  ealM  upon  to 
trudge  Ita  own  Jnatloe,  161 ;  th«  m^orltj  ahonld  mil 
ooiirid«r  thia  aot,  Ifil ;  flutber  debate,  151. 

Fiotoat  of  tha  HastaehnaatU  Bonator^  UBl 

The  raoolntlon  to  expanga,  UK. 

Ita  ad^tioD,  156j  Ita  ozaealloa,  IH;  dlatarbaooa  In 
IIiogaIki1««,lM;  tbodlatoibai  taksB  latooutodr.UT; 
bm^  to  th*  IMT  «r  thB  Bwuto,  UT{  naaifci,  IST; 

A  raaalution  to  szpnnc*  tho  "f^-g'f  nwilBtiOB  of- 


Fuvma^  j<mr,  BapnaaatatlTo  from  Ualno,  8,  UH;  pre- 
■anli  m  dafOTj  potlttoii,  B;  taatUnonj  In  tU  «aao  of 
B.  M.  WUtDor.  >n;  on  pot^MilBf  the  fovtk  Inttal- 
BMBt,  «<;  «  tho  deoeaao  of     ClUer,  W;  m  tho 
oanaoa  of  tbe  daath  of  ClUajr,  B8B;  ro^Ku  Ui  *aat  In 
tho  Boom,  T1& 
JbiMN0  Oitt  AaaoIuHfoM:— >Sm  J(MfM\  toL  1% 
Faxux,  Ditdut,  BapreaantatlTe  from  N«w  York,  8, 
Fabuntor,  Jakb,  BepnmtatlTe  from  How  HaopAIn, 
Ml 

Mtm-QtAdef-rStt  Tuim,n>l».4,&t  andAdM^Tola.  8, 

8,  ^aMMtamlt    tto  OmmNMIon. 
FiLWo—, HifctAEiH  Ropwwiitatlw  from  lVewToik,MI>; 

on  tho  nontndltr  bill,  688 ;  on  tho  doooaao  of  WllUam 

Patt«noa,70a  A«/iMf«0,Tol.  IS. 
Jlmutcial  .^^rira.— In  tho  Benata,  Tariooa  blUs  relatiTO  to, 

reported,  899. 

JYiMMMlai  i>oN<^— la  tho  Senate,  raaolntlona  offbrod,  TlSi 
JlnOMfalffalawawt— In  the  Haaae,a  roport  on  the  flaaneoa 

«r  tho  OoTMiBont.  181 ;  tha  report,  TSl,  T8S,  788. 
JVrotoJnwrorik^I&tb*  Benato,  n  blU  Dw  tho  nllof  <rf 

tho  nflbnn  br,  m ;  Um  UU,  SI4 

mfff  LtUtr,  TU,  498. 

FwoBn,  IikAo,  BepreeentatiTe  from  Yemtont^  4(0. 

Furcna,  Biohakd,  EepreoentatiTe  from  TIfwnhiMOtfi. 
4M;  <m  the  Treanur  Note  blU,  MM. 

MMda  Vor.— In  the  Uonae,  a  roeohiUoa  of  inquiry  nla- 
tin  to  the  delaja,  Ac,  offered,  466 ;  committee  to  sit 
diilac  tho  rtooM,  MB;  MnM  aot  bagln  wonoiv.dSBi 
great  onon  eotnroltted,  440 ;  no  blama  on  the  Soeretair 
•t  Tar,  4W ;  thla  department  no  eanao  to  Iter  iBTOatl- 
Vrtlon,4W;  theoondaot  of  tUa  war  a  Uot  on  oar  repn- 
tntlon,  4M ;  roaolntlon  modified  to  Inolnde  the  omisob  as 
weU  aa  the  iUlarea  In  tha  war,  4M. 

AresolaUon  of  fsqnlrj  rai^oetlng^  otbrod,  6M ;  anb- 
>ot  uoder  InveatigatloB  l»  wIoiwwkj^BM;  do  ne- 
eoad^.SU;  oaaieaof  Mlare«ianlMd,BSB;  inveatl^ 
tk«aatiooeiiat7iiowM«taii]rttBU,0SB;  tboooninlt- 
•tao  BOB,  BH;  nplBBrtioii  of  Genenl  J«tnp<k  iMoa, 
941. 

■£oMM  f K.— Bepott  la  tmt  itf  ntimmiititlnii  fir  Inwnn. 
«88;  remaita,688. 

A  bUl  maUng  ^)pn>prlatlon  for  the  tapprcesloa  oi; 
<«on«ldered,  UT ;  IndtapetwabU  thla  bill  ohontd  be  panod 
wltboat  del^,n7;  blU fiomadttH <n ;  nsoMralBp- 
•preprlaUon  for  the  ezpendltntea  of  tha  IndUa  aerrice, 
417;  iru  tUathamrappMpriathnaahoaldlw  nsdet 
■nT;  thawBT  baMd  onkatdoan  tiMtr  nade  with  tho 
Indlaoi,  B18 ;  It  to  laid  the  people  of  ^orlda  are  fttten* 
tng  on  the  appropriatloDe,  C18 ;  treaebory  of  the  Beml- 
BoUa,  «8;  peonBaritr  of  tho  war,  OS;  poUcj  the 
'AonauMit  hamuo,  Of ;  uDwdnaatBion^  CUl 


Umanilmnnf  nwTiil  In  Ibn  ■innop ilalliin  lilll.  iilillii 
to  poTmeat  for  loot  honea,  758. 
Araitd  Oooiyrttofc— U  tho  Benata.  a  bm  wlrtifa  1^ 

oonddmd,  748;  motion  lo  poatpoM  loot,  744. 
Florida  JJbirt.—86^  Adm,  ToL  7.  OamaL-SM  ladm, 
ToL  8.   CMim.~-JSm  tndem,  Tola.  10. 11.  IL  0«mm- 
ment  qfi—^  JndaJi,  toL  9,  i^>anUh  ZVeofir;  Ooe*- 
patia*  qf.—SM  Jnd«v  toL  4.   PwcMat  iifi—Stt 

FoeCt  BmiimHm,-Sf  Jmdn,  vA.  10,  PvUic  L4tmda. 

JVof^  AMfoMmSw  Jhdco;  Tola.  4^  & 
ForMii»m%  ptUU0n»from.—SM  IttdtB,  ftH  & 
FoBHTSK,  JOBM       BepreaoBtatlTO  from  TrnnwrMin.  4. 

F^ijIoaMon  BUI.— In  the  8enata,abm  making  prorUni 
tat  the  ooUeetloD  of  materials,  eonaidered,  191 ;  fkirtber 
lafimnatton  desired,  191 ;  carrjlnitoatthei^ofGes- 
«alBmiisnl,»l;  UllpBaaod,UL 

In  the  House,  a  bUl  reUttTo  to,  eonslderod,  »; 
amsodmsBt  ooatidiUac  tha  dsposlt  dansB  atntk  on  br 
tho8eitata,SS8;  shsU  ws  abandan  oarvtowa  «f  p«Ue 
dotf  ?S88;  shaUwo  snlbr a sorplns  to  remain  fa  the 
tr«aattrj'T884;HoQsed[Bagroe,8S4-,  Senate  lnslit,8IB; 
Houw  refDse  to  reoed^  SS3 ;  repmt  of  oennittao  «f 
oonfereace,  S86;  debate  SS8;  Hobw  adho^  OT.  Sm 
/lute^/oL  IS. 

Fosm,  JEmADf  11.,  Senator  from  Tenneaaao,  SSt. 

Fonn,  HnnT  A^  BepreaentatiT*  flwa  Hew  Yo^  4lik 

Jwtrtft  Aatolwen^-In  the  Beante^  a  bm  ibr  tho  pns^Mo 
meat  < reported, BBt;  read  a  seooBd  tiDw,ai;<del 
here  at  an  exttaordinarr  emergener.  89C;  ■eeaoaltr  for 
relief  SSS;  three  otIIs  ondor  wbleb  the  eommnnl^  nf- 
fbra,  8B8;  this  measnre  proposed  in  «da  to  prorlde  te 
the  wants  of  Oovemmeut,  8SS ;  a  qneatioo  of  expe- 
dlencgr  whether  it  wooU  not  be  better  to  tapplj  the 
wants  of  the  tressniT  flam  other  Besna,  IB;  It  tsnart 
eourenlent,  SS8;  what  sort  of  notea  dees  th*  Beerster 
propose  to  iHiufSBL 

The  state  of  the  treasury,  888;  mousy  mat  be  ba^ 
rowed  to  make  oat  a  part  of  thla  Instalment  It  paid, 
8M;  If  Congress  Insist  npon  this  tnos&r,  it  mut  sa- 
thorUe  a  loon  to  do  it,  8H;  dexterltf  of  the  Sesator 
from  Uassacbosotts,  In  extricating  htmwlf  ftvcn  dtO- 
CDlt7, 854;  bcU  in  rvfard  to  tUs  bill,  8M  ;  the  iefott 
lawabare  tiansferof  the  depodt8,a3B;  w*  we  bssnd 
on  prindple  to  dspodt  thii  iborth  iHstolmsntl  83;  A* 
law  of  IBlfi  OB  treasofy  oote^  SB;  thb  pos^oatmat 
onghl  to  b«  DiBde,  BBS;  sBothcr  era  had  BOW  srisemBI; 
Bmendment  offinvd,  BBS;  wonld  ohaaae  the  smsllsl 
prlDdpka  and  terms  of  the  deposii  act,  BBC;  eaniad, 
856. 

History  of  the  d^osit  set,  857;  better  to  eutd 
espendl  tores  than  to  stop  tho  payment  of  thla  taedt- 
msntiW;  ths  Btatss  haro  already mBda a  d^iritlii 
of  tha  moBey,Kt7f  retrvnckmsBt  oo^t  to  be  rascisi< 
857. 

No  power  In  the  eonsUtatloii  to  raise  moaer  tm  ths 
mere  pnrpose  of  d^MMltlng  with  the  sevenl  Btstai^ISS; 
it  wonld  U7  the  foundation  of  a  new  natloDal  d^SS; 
for  what  doea  tho  constitntion  anthorize  as  to  henev 
money  T  858 ;  Toradoua  eharsetoF  of  Iho  anrplos  iffrt^ 
BBS;  Congress  will  never  make  any  r«qnIsiiloB  Sx  tU* 
BODS]',  BBS;  blUpsassd,S». 

In  tiie  Boots,  B  bin  to  poe^Mme  the  payiasat  < 
rsported,  4B8;  the  bDl  to  pos^one  eooMsred.  4BI; 
the  oltfeot  of  all  these  blDs  b  to  estabUib  a  trmsifT 
bank,  486 ;  this  biU  origfastes  in  the  hostilltr  of  ths  Ad- 
ministration to  the  deposit  law,  4«7 ;  are  the  e^eaO- 
tores  of  this  0«Temment  to  be  Tostrteted  BOW  orevarf 
467;  state  of  astosBaaiy,4«7;  haTanottbe  ttalasae* 
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qnlrad  rlghta  under  tli*  set  of  whhdi  CoBgrcM 
eunot  aniiDl  T  487 ;  ihall  w«  Mt  aboat  curtailing  ex- 
trftvigsoMf  466;  extraordinary  exptttdlbiro  of  th«  but 
ymt,4m;  to coottniM thta Hfc wUl mate s dabt, 4ML 

The  treMurjr  buk  ■liwdj  oatabllihsd,  4V;  wpendl- 
tniM  of  tho  OoTenmcBt,  4tt;  »  defidcoox  In  oar 
moans,  4tt. 

A  clear  eontrwt  vaa  fbrtned  betwMn  th*  Statea  and 
the  Gorerament  bj  the  act  of  ISM,  <T0;  the  Prealdent 
propOMS  BOthtDg  for  the  relief  of  the  people,  4T0;  the 
planU  to  tuako  this  a  hard-money  OoTomment,  4T9; 
it  will  laoreaae  ezeentlTe  patronage,  4TB;  ttte  beglntUng 
of  n  now  ^tom,  471;  anwndmwt  movod,  471. 

Shall  the  Oorcraineiit  borrow  moory  and  pay  this  Id- 
italmontt  471 ;  doea  tko  Gorennwitt  went  Uio  moDoyf 
471;  atatooftlw  treaanrr, 471 ;  (sit  good  policy  to  de- 
posit this  money  wh«n  the  OoTorament  needs  It?  471 ; 
expectation  has  been  raised  on  the  part  of  the  States 
that  the  tnnslbr  wooldbe  made,  It  Is  said,  4TS;  how  Is 
the  amoDDt  to  be  raised?  4TS;  the  question  la— ahall  we 
borrow  money  to  deposit  with  the  Stales  T  479;  it  Is 
said  to  be  a  qneatloB  of  Uth,  4IS;  it  U  said,  tha  oxpen- 
Atnraa  can  be  so  redoeed  as  to  pay  tUa  Instalment, 
4TI. 

Doe*  any  one  pretend  this  Instalment  shall  neTor  be 
paldT4T4;  can  It  be  withheld  wtthont  the  eonaent  of 
the  States  T  474 ;  what  are  th«  obligations  resting  on 
Congress,  In  the  relation  which  It  hulds  to  the  States, 
relatire  to  the  payment  of  this  Instalment?  474;  the 
law  of  ISM,  4T4;  the  ptopoaition  made,  «rK;  the  re- 
sponse, 47d ;  a  detibente  contnet  between  ladepandent 
■OTe^elgntie^  47S. 

Tblsoctli^  not  a  contract  aa  has  been  pretended,  4TS; 
expiration  of  the  law,  475;  is  the  fond  necewary  to 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Ooremment?  4TS;  tt  la  ssid  the 
States  have  acquired  a  rested  right  In  It,  476;  If  a  eon- 
tract,  Is  It  binding  and  valid  ?  4T9;  a  grataltona  bailment 
to  the  States  on  tbo  part  of  the  United  States,  477 ; 
those  who  oppM^t  perrert  the  pnrposes  of  tho  depoalt 
Mt,477. 

Vladom  and  poHey  ti  tba  dapodt  lav,  478;  ao  dafl- 
dency  of  resontees,  4T3;  the  Bt*tea  will  reeelre  this 
fiind  In  bank  bills,  bat  tbe  Goremment  In  eoin,  478. 

Opposition  of  the  last  administration  to  the  measures 
recommended  In  the  Uessage,  480 ;  the  State  bank  sys- 
tem on  the  collection  of  the  reTcnne  In  ooia  la  the  trne 
iaane,  430;  the  bank  system  has  been  adopted  from  the 
fbnodalton  oi  the  OoTomment,  480;  note  bill  dmply 
to  withhold  the  tmrtk  Initalmaat,  4M;  the  Ooneral 
Qoronunent  no  adreiM  or  patamoant  Tl|^ta  In  this 
ftind  to  the  peofde,  481 ;  right  that  the  people  ahonld 
hare  any  anrplos  eolleeted,  481 ;  It  is  aald  there  Is  no 
■nrplus,  TSl ;  the  danso  of  tho  deposit  act  pceaeases 
aU  the  foatares  of  a  eontraot,  481 ;  we  are  asked  to 
break  thla  contract,  4S3 ;  and  in  order  to  help  the  ad- 
ministration out  of  dUBonltlea,  481;  dlrorea  ot  bank 
■ad  Slate  DO  new  qaesUoB,483;  aiUt-Treasiulea,  4S8; 
MUpanttTa  lalMyorbaak  d(4iMili^4SB;  tbt  tnio 
■00,488;  uwadnMOt  rq[eetod  In  eonnlttM,4M;  de- 
ject of  tho  bni,  486;  we  there  m  otbor  neaaa  of  ro> 
plenishing  the  treisoiyf  486;  why  lather*  a  defleieney 
inthetraasnry14S6;  the  proposition  to  sepaiato  the  in- 
temts  of  tho  Ooremment  bom  the  people,  467 ;  eom- 
potent  ft>r  Goremment  to  create  In  the  Ibrm  of  law^ 
eontncta  binding  on  It,  4ST ;  what  Is  tho  nature  and 
spirit  of  Ute  act  of  IS8«t487;  the  history  of  thst  act, 
ttS;  what  aetlon  by  tho  Btatea  enaned  the  passage  of 
that  hnrT4S»;whrtta the  neoead^  alleged  by  tho  Prea- 
Ideot  and  assumed  by  this  bm?48». 

U  the  aatkm  bound  ^  contract  to  daporil  tUi  moB^ 
wia  tha  States?  4n;  oltfada  of  tha  Mt  or  188«k  4M; 


what  was  the  consUeraUon,  and  whoa  was  the  ooo tract 
coBonannated?  4M 

A  change  come  OTor  th*  qiMt  of  oor  dream,  400;  oa^ 
tastropha  has  ooma  and  OTarwlielm*d  va,  401 ;  arlgla  of 
tb*  deposit  nuHore,  411 ;  tt  la  aot  tatcadod  tha  States 
shall  erer  reeelre  thU  Instalment,  4*9;  thabltllsUald 
of  tbo  sab-Treasnry  scheme,  48S;  how  can  coasem' 
tlree  rote  for  this  Mil,  whiehlspertcrfasyslamorwar- 
&re?4K;  ** banks  on  the  hlp,"48S;  tbe  Flags  letter, 
49S;  the  erU  which  Ooneral  Jaoksoa  did  Urea  after 
him,  49S. 

Prerlons  qnesttoa  pat,  4H;  bUl  ordered  to  a  third 
fM>dl^4H;  niotleatoTeeoMldar.4ML 

Th*  prorlalons  cT  th*  aet  of  IW  aia  pceoltor,  4(6; 
what  wtlt  be  the  Msnltttf  debating  this  bUlI4S>;  tb* 
three  instalmenta  most  be  caBed  badt,  486;  to  OMCat* 
tho  law,  tho  Secretary  mnst  draw  oontribnUons  ftom 
tbe  States,  to  distribute  back  again,  405;  Authar  re- 
marks, 406 ;  motion  to  reconsider,  canted,  406 ;  amand- 
ments,  497;  bin  passed,  407. 

In  the  Seoato,  a  bill  to  farther  pos^ona  the  poymeat 
ot,  ooaddorad,  707;  will  not  one  yaai^  fortber  post- 
pone meat  b*  snflldentf  107;  mond  to  pos^ma  to 
Jaonarylst,  1810^706;  poa^nenMateaado  no  bana, 
T06 ;  ehe^  the  Hoose  In  Its  ezpendltaraai  798;  aowpm^ 
posed  to  raise  a  rerenue  for  the  purpose  of  dlstribntion, 
706;  effsct  of  the  act  foretold,  to  brvk  the  depodt 
banks,  or  oompel  them  to  cmsh  thotr  ciodlton,  708; 
what  was  the  effbot  of  the  motion  under  consideration? 
109;  ralaing  money  for  distrlhnttoa  nneoastltatloBal, 
TIO;  tho  original  blD  was  not  a  dtetrlbntloB  art,  716; 
dIsMbutlon  toeommeadod  Una*  tlawa  1^  Pnild«it 
Jackson,  710;  the  prindple  oont*ad*d  for  was  dapodt 
with  the  State*,  where  the  OoT«mm*Bt  eooU  com- 
m'and  it  when  wanted,  711 ;  Preddent  Jaofcson  qoea- 
tioned  the  oooatltatlonal  power  of  the  Goremment  to 
raise  money  Ibr  any  each  act,  Tit;  oeaaomy  of  AdsBs* 
administration,  711 ;  forthsr  dabatSk  nib  nd ;  UU  post. 
pOBod,7I& 

Fovm,  SAiitm,  S^ieaiBtattfa  ftooi  Haw  Jafiij',  L  JBm 
ItuUat,  ToL  la. 

franoe^ebttmtott.—SMTnam.yfiLll.  Cbaaaalfa*  wUk. 

Mta,  TOL  IL    adaUoM  M.~Sm  InOm, 

Tols.8,S,lS. 
fivuMHff  Pri($aiif*.—a—  JndMB,  rob.  1, 2. 
FEunOJa,  TALin  S.,  ^tpdntad  Clerk  of  tbo  HMia,  4, 

461 ;  decease  oi;  680. 
JVoe  TVod*  ^Ou  W<ut.-~Sm  Hdtm,  vol  1. 
JVMdens  q^CtHMefSMH-Ae  JM«^  toL  1. 
Fannn,  Bioaaan,  B*pras*ntatlT*  from  Kaata^.d;  on 

the  spprt^rUtlon  bUI,  SO ;  on  the  eensur*  of  Mb  Ad* 

■ms,4S1. 

jrVwicA  Ootonial  Trad*.— 6—  Indt^  roL  t. 

JVeweh  DtettM.—SU  HuIm,  vtd.  8. 

/VomA  Jt^ViTss*.— As  Mm,  voL  L 

lYmck  4>oNatfoM— IntboHottas,aaetkBtopfiatallst 
<a  the  daimanta^  SS4;  Inlrinsle  Jostl**  flTth*  datms, 
>N ;  abitnrt  cT  tbe  list  of  cUaunta,  a» ;  nottoa  apaad 
to,S89L  S»*MM^robi«,S,T,l& 

Fit,  JA.OOB,- Jr.,  SepreaentaUre  fiom  Pennsylraala,  1^  410. 
TmffUtvMfivM  Ju9iie«.—SM  IwUm,  rol  1. 
rufftUvt  aUtvtt.—SM  Mdtm,  rols.  ^  «,  7,  .SZaoe*. 
Fuixn,  Psno  O,  Bepreaentaare  born  Haw  ToA,& 
ruuov,  Wtuux  8h  Baaator  flrom  Aifcniai.*4^  Oi. 


e 

Ousaatn^  Jon,  Kapraaealatlr*  frmn  Pennaylraala,  8; 
MB0laaerUiiltadBtal*sBaafc,«14.  AMJM«B,nLU. 
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Gaixut,  Albw;  BepreaantatlTe  from  "Svw  To^  Ma 
Oabluii),  JunB,  BeprcsontatlTe  from  Ylrglnift,  S,  460;  tea- 
tlmonr  In  the  cbh  of  B.  M.  WtltneT',  Wfi;  on  depodta 
with  tli«  Stated  nO;  nt  ptM^xmiBg  tbt  fltuthlirtal- 
ment,  470. 

Oaxukd,  Bioi,  B«prfl8eiit>tiT0  from  LooUsb*,  4, 40;  en 
tra—nry  BOtw,  6ff.  A*  JMaa,  toL  IL 

OuLAirs,  HnoB  A.,  dioMii  Cleik,  Wk 

Ovitmil,  Ommimary.-'Stt  Indm,  ToL  11 

Omarai  F«^r&— ^  Indea\  toL  1. 

Otorvta,  Tote  tbr  Praldent  In  ISSft,  960. 

Oton/ia  Clainu.—8M  Indtm,  -ni.  10.  land  CSttlmc— £m 

8^9i  JProteal,yiA.  19. 
Otrmam  Lat»gmag*,  lam  tm.-^B»t  JMm^  toL  1. 
Qmuolr,  &  J.,  Be^ewiUtlTe  from  Uirfislp|d,  S4S,  460; 

on  Um  uTHt  ofB.  H.  Wbltnef,  SOB;  on  tU  MlwlMippl 

Otddoio*,  JoainrA     B«pTeMDtetlTa  from  Ohio,  660. 
•  Qnxvr,  HunoM  H.,  BepmenUtlTe  from  New  Totk,  8;  on 

ft  Boen«  In  the  eommltteo  room,  Mt  iSM/tida^ToLll 
OuftoooK,  Thoiub,  BcpmeotatlTe  from  Ooorglft,  ^  460; 

on  th«  Ftoridft  Wsr,  4M,  8M. 
GoiaooKOTOH,  BoBMT      JawMB  on  M.  Af/iulMlToL 

Ul 

Ocora,'  Patuox  O.,  SapnMBtaHr*  from  (AIn,  461. 
OOBBoii,        n  Ui  profMrftiOB  ft»  »  anl^nMnuyla  UlS, 
6U. 

Govtnunent  J!«(MfMr&— In  tba  Hoote,*  UU  rapUattng  tha 

duties  of;  reported,  4M. 
OkAHui,  Juim,  KepresentatlTo  from  Vorth  CvoUn*,  8, 

460.  Bttlndrntfyf^^ 
"nf  ***.  Wnuiui,  Bqnaaaitettrft  from  Indlau,  461. 
Oumn,  FxAJEOO,  BurotanfaHw  from  New  York,  8;  on 

alftTary  potlUoaa,  10;  on  rvoalTiiig  ft  petition  from 

■Iftna,t68;  TotM ftn- fts  Tloe  Preddant,  ST9. 
Oust,  P.,  BepreeeaUtlTe  from  New  YoA,  460. 

Okavtlaxd,  Butok,  SepreMntftdTe  from  Oeorglft,  4, 460. 
OuTWK,  TiLUAV  J.,  BepreaentatiTe  from  Bonth  CaroUnft, 

&  Aa /ndaav  ToL  19. 
Qkatm,  Villum  J.,  BoprenPtnttTo  frcnn  Kento^,  4, 46a 
Out,  Hiuk,  BipnMtaltn  from  Haw  Toik,  4II>;  on  « 

vote  <i<thuib  to  tiw  Bpoaker,  TTOi 
Grtat  Britain,  rttaliaiory  hmowpm  an,— Am  2»dm, 

TOlt 

Orttk*,  aid  to  fh6.—8»»  IndM,  toIb.  T,  8. 

OuKHzu,  Gmom»,  Jr.,  BepraaentftOTe  tnm  Hfimiihimtti. 

8,46a  ^  ihdMB,  ndL  10, 11.  19l 
QBtntK,  Jon      BapwMnUtlTO  fton  Bontk  Canlliw,S, 

4ea 

eunmr,  Fnxx,  on  tlM  kdnfaslML  of  Hidileuj  te^  60, 70, 79, 
Ttt;  «o  deflOao  of  Praldait  ud  TIm  Praident,  184, 
18S;  m  th«  Preddanl^  InangnntloB,  901 ;  Senator  from 
Tmaamna,  880 ;  on  abolition  padtlona,  060;  on  the  de- 
eeaMof  L  UoElm,  606;  on  inqHfaonment  br  deb^  686. 

Ovat&maia,  nUnton  to.—8»*J»dtm,-nL  VL 

Omboatt.-'-Sta  IttOim,  toL  1. 


lUuT,  Elibha,  BepreMntattTO  from  Conneetton^  8, 46a 
Hau,  Hiuini,  BepresentfttlTe  frmn  yermoo^a^46a  8t* 

Indta,  ToL  19. 
IliLi,  Jgexpti,  BeprMentatlTe  from  lUno,  8. 
Halsst,  Ndta,  OB  postponing  the  foorth  tnstalment,  476; 

on  the  northern  frontier,  9tL 
Hauxbh  Vnuaii,  BivrMratBttrc  ftm  Bow  Jowr,  460; 

im  tha  TMHDir  Koto  bm,  ML 


HAvn,  TnoxAt  U,  BtprMeatallto  ft«B  Ohio,  4,4^;  «■ 
the  ExaentlTO  admlnlstratloa,  I8t;  on  a  aoeM  la  Ot 

eommlttee  room,  964,  Sts  HuIm,  -nL  11. 
HAxaioM,  AuxAifSEK,  Rtport  ^  <m  Stonlarjf  ^  O* 

2>w*iirc.-:fl*a  Adee,  t  A  1,  TVaomry. 
HftMMmn,  JuB  H.,  BepraaentattTO  frtna  Saotli  ^*ifM~. 

8)  460 ;  oa  ilaTeTjr  patltkiD^  B. 
HftimBAii;  BsvAU  A.,  BapwantaHTa  ft«n  T»^t-»-  4. 

on  the  Bzeestlre  admlniitnUoa,  887.  ^  JMw^vaL 

11 

Hakd,  Gisbok,  Eepreaentfttire  from  New  Yoi^  1  8m 
Indem,  roL  IS. 

HuoDT,  BDWAJfiH,  BeprMentatlTe  from  Kentuckj,  4.  jSm 

/tufMV  ToL  II 
H&Bux,  Jaios,  B«preflantatiTa  from  Eentoekj',  4, 4IL 
Aiirm0M|r  4»  Adteno.— £m  Adm,  toL  1 
Hftsrat,  AixummB,  BepreaentattTC  from  4IL 
Habfbb,  Jawm,'  BaprweMtattva'  froa'Ptaat^Taala,  1 
Habumh,  Aubh  0.,  Eipmmtotlw  from  mT"™*,  4, 

461. 

HABBnOM,  Saxubl  &,  BeprewntattTC  from  F«gn«jlTaal^ 

8.  JSM/>td«e,T(d.ll 
Habbibox,  WuxiAU  H.,  TOtes  fl>r  as  PreddMit,  nv. 
BAanm,  Tiuiam     BepieaentatlTa  from  Uamachnaetta, 

461 

EAirai,  Almb*  fl.,  BfvnWBlatln  franiKaBtnci7,4;  on 
distrfbntloB  of  prooaeda  of  land  aalea,  21 ;  «  nj/at  t» 
abollUon  petitions,  SI  A« /iMlan,  TOli.  11,  U 

Hawbs,  Bickabd,  BepreaentatlTe  from  EoatnckT,  481 

HAWXun,  HiOAJAH  Bepresentatl're  &«m  North  CmB- 
na,8,46a  5(« /iMtWB,  ToU  10, 11. 11 

HATMn,  Chabum  E.,  BepresentatlT*  from  GvorgU,  4, 4(1; 
on  the  deoeaaaof  Jidu  GoffM,  Sll;  on  reeriTli^  a petf- 
tton  turn  aUToa,  866 ;  on  the  BontDola  Vai;  Cll 

.ffbyM.— In  tha  Hoooe,  tha  on  i^ealBg  Intei— 

Uoaal  TdaUotu  wlfli,  Aadiaigad,  IH 

ToL7. 

BuBizB,  WiLUAM,  BepreaentatlTC  from  Peui^tnDla,! 

8m  InAts\  vols.  11, 13. 
ffemp,  Atimioa»^—8*»  Jndtm,  toL  T. 
HBRvnaoii,  Jobbfi^  BepreaentatlTe  from  Ptfrnqrlraai^l 

Hmoum,  Ft  akob,  Jt,  like  oom  ^— Asa  ladM,  -nL  T. 
HniBHaK^  'WnxiAM,  on  the  ■Tpimgitig  Teeolntloa,  181 

V9M  IntUa^  toL  U 
Hbbbt,  TnoMAB,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Penn^lTaoIa,  461 
Hbbbos,  Wiluak,  Bapreaentativa  fl«m  Indiana,  46L 

HoAB,  V  OS  depodts  with  the  Btataa,  831 

HoDOsoK,  BxBzooA,  ptUtion  tff.—SM  Ittdm,  toL  1 
HomiAB,  OapBK,  B^ffMehtfttlTa  from  New  Totk,  400 ;  ea 

th«mb-Tnanii7,n0;  oa  tnaavr  Botaa,  Ml 
HouBT,  Homm,  BepmentiHTo  frwn  0«ot|^  4, 480;  an 

Bontral  relations,  681. 
Hour,  Obih,  BqiresentatlTa  from  ConneetlcQt,  401 
Bom*  J)tpariiMiU,—8t6  IndM,  toL    and  Jndtac,  toL  I. 

SmouUvs  DtpartmmA 
MaiM  Mant^ietHrM  in  A*  HouMA—Se*  I»d^  toL  t. 
Amort  to  tiU  Srav6.—8et  ladtm,  tqI  1 
Homm,  O.  W.,  BcpreaentatlTa  from  Yliglnia,  S,  461;  <• 

tha  Traaamr  Not*  Ull,  Bll 
Btrtut,  tlU  tU)9p  4^«par.--AM  htdtoi,  toL  11 
Sbrtat  lott  <fitt4  SmineU  War.—SM  IndMi,  toL  T. 
ifintM  conTenes  at  Iflt  aesalon  of  Mth  Congress,  8;  ■^fonraa 

at  doea  of  latseedon  of  94th  Congrass,  44;  eonrencsat 

SdMsdon  of  34th  Congress,  210;  oonrenes  at  extra  aea- 

don  of  1687, 460;  a^ionnia  at  dose  of  1st  seaston  of  8M 

CongrMS,041 

HonroK,  Gbh.  Bawo,  OU  cat»  qfii—St*  tmdn,  tdL  U. 
Howabb,  Bbwamqi  C,  B^prassntatlfaflMi  Sbrytod^l 
460;  t^orU  oa  nhflonairithBIetleo^MS;  onAmh 
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9aUtttaiu,SU;  nhtlTeto  tlwttortbma  fttmtlor.SM; 
tm  MBtnl  MlatlcM,  980, 487;  on  tb«  diwMi  at  lauo 
HoKiiii,BDS{  on  TMrgknlMUoD  <tf  tlw  u«7,  ns. 
Bovsu,  CuKua,  BapceMnUUra  from  Ohio,  i, 
HtniBAXii,  HsirBT,  ob  Um  trMMtrjr  droiil*r,  M ;  Seoator 
fhmi  H«w  HwDpihint  889 ;  on  Ik*  nib>Tnanf)r,  4U ; 
on  tbotltlon  petitknu,  090;  om  Mr.  CUboutIt  reaolo- 
llom,Wl;«B  4MllIn(,MT;«npablle  liBd^OSl.  8t» 

Ha*LxT,  Epvau  Bt  BipmonUtlTO  flwu  PHONjlnnla, 

Hvtn,  Houii     S«pi«aeiiUUro  tntu  New  York,  & 
Bnrm,  K.  IL  T.,  B«p<«MntatlTO  from  Vlrginls,  4M\  on 

th«  mb-Trauniy,  AST. 
OnRU,  Vtixuii     BoprsMnbtttTO  from  OUo^  Mt 
Honomov,  Amml,  BepfuwrtrtlTO  from  N«ir  Tori^  I. 

AoAdM^Tolll 
nomauii;  AoAM,  BtpreoaaUttTo  from  TenaaaoM,  <;  on 

tb*  leoogDltlon  of  Tozw,  888. 
AiroiiipngMMit  ArrMMy  tfj—Bat  ImdM,  T«d,  la 


I 

lUlnoit,  admUtion  iff.-St»  Indtx,  toL  8. 
ilHiMrfl,  mrto  for  Proridont  in  1688, 280; 
Li^taekmMtrSm  £w{«e^  T»l>i  8;  Ul 

Aq>HwiiMmf>>2M<L-dM  itaAii^T^  T,  8^  18l 
ImpH»omt»4Ht/»'  IMiC—la  tho  Senate,  puMg*  of  tbebfll, 
OStf. 

7ti0tf)uffopy  AiSItoatfoMf.— iSM  /fuln%  to).  IS. 
/>ut«»Mtf;(oaN«n  <^ForHgMn,'~8M          toL  9. 
ImdtmHUy  fitr  3poUat4on«.—St4  Jndta,  toL  1,  ffmif 

/iut«.p«iitf«Nl  7V«mtrir.BIII^In  flu  Bauto,  lUn  flw,  ota, 
eouUend, Sri;  uiOBdmaitofllmd,ST4;  n  nililMtaf 
gfut  ImportUMt,  8T4;  tummu  for  not  inpportliig  Iho 
UMBdnwat,  SIS;  tho  tmniT  order  haa  exerted  a  moit 
Mlnterjr  tofloeDoe,  875 ;  Qie  reeent  change  in  allMn  re- 
qnlrea  a  ebanfo  In  the  poUey  of  the  last  admlnlitntlon 
ft«a  the  depoalt  bank*  to  the  ml>>Tteatarr,  875 ;  eoorw 
of  tbo  banka  oowardly  and  tre«cb«reat,  878;  the  ilrpoait 
^iten»Mnre,S70;  la  the  propoaod  qvtem  praetlen* 
HotST8;  tUala  no  OorenuMn^Iflthia  not  the  power 
within  Itself  to  UMUgo  the  ftunoMiSTT;  how  wOl  the 
propoiod  measure  aSbct  the  paper  of  the  State  tianlcsr 
877 ;  will  caoao  a  complete  eeparatloo  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  banka,  878;  what  haTO  been  the  fruits  of  ' 
the  connection  of  bank  andstatef  STB;  the  banks  hare 
beeome  an  element  of  polltloal  power,  878. 

This  •cbeme  Is  the  most  alarming  proposition  that  has 
•rer  been  praentel  to  the  Amerleas  alnd,  880 ;  It  pn»- 
pons  to  Mpnmto  jeor  Ibitnnea  from  Umbo  of  tho  grant 
bodr  of  the  people,  888;  n  mcanre  meet  nozloae  to  tiw 
West,  SSt ;  eonseqnenoea  that  must  resolt  from  the 
meosnre^  881. 

A  erlsb  of  the  eonntrj*,  831 ;  what  dooo  tt  behoove  na 
to  do  in  tbe  present  exigencrf  881;  do  any  objections 
^pl7  to  tbe  present  measnretSBI;  Its  shnpUd^.SaS; 
doelaiM  of  tlmo  In  Ito  behal(  881 ;  the  Ooremment 
not  eoatlniio  her  eonneotlon  with  bonks  wlthont  stln** 
latlnf  thrir  fbetltloni  oredlt,  S8S ;  union  of  tbo  Qmm- 
ment  with  the  banks  ttlnalatea  tho  natarsl  erlls  of  the 
banking  STStem,  888. 

The  Prorident  anttelpatod  maeh  diversity  of  opinion 
on  this  salject,  884 ;  banks  as  able  as  erer  to  perlbrm 
tho dntiee  required  of  them,  834;  divorce  of  bank  and 
State  a  mere  catdi  phrase,  884;  it  strikes  at  thefbsnd*- 
tlonitftheeredUBrsteBi,88<;  glveo  to  the  people  n  de- 
pi«d«todcnrven«]r,S88;  It  win  flimllr  dsprin  tbomef 


Mr«imM)rnd»«aatoto  osnron  tbo  bulBSMef  tho 

oeronnlty,886;  tendonqrto  Mng  tbe  ooontrrto  an 
exdnslre  metallle  oarronej',  888 ;  ■  most  nnaalb  and 
daoferons  nnlon,  884;  dsager  In  tbe  oeheme  from  the 
Vpointmentor  ItsoOMii^WCi  omjr  Ibet  foea  ^idnst 
tbc7stem,S8& 

The  Ua  Mans  tbe  dl?oree,86T;  It  restene  tbo  enr- 
ioB«r  ^  *1»  oenstltatloB,  SSI :  grsot  poUUcal,  pseonlair, 
■ndmonlOTlla  hnn  Sowed  flmn  the  aepiirtan,S8r; 
Oo  ■KMwred  bHMa  to  tito  Omrwnant  from  tho  nse  of 
bank  noteii  887;  I  am  asked  If  I  would  lose  eonfldenoo 
In  sn  steamboats  If  one  or  two  sbonld  blow  np,  888 ;  tbo 
ixf  of  rssnmptlon  wUl  be  a  day  of  peril  and  death  to 
many,  888 ;  buks  of  oirenlatlon  are  banks  of  hasard  and 
of  Mhife^  888 ;  tbe  power  of  a  bw  banka  over  the  whdsi 
888;  what  apdogrlbrlorinff  the  preelso  advantaie  Jbr 
whUh  tho  OMMtttatlon  WH  ftwMd,  188 ;  the  moial  view 
of  the  qtMsUoB  AtSou^  I88 ;  what  la  tto  obilaeU  to  the 
•doptloB  flf  this  measoio  f  880;  the  Srst  petltkm  to 
Congress  lira  bank,  880;  report  cf  tbe  eommlUee  on  it, 
800;  otlgbi  of  bonking  in  this  eoontrj.  880;  what  dots 
tho  President  reeommend  f  S90;  the  ilkht  and  obligaUon 
of  tbe  Ooremment  to  keep  its  own  monsy,  881;  exsm- 
ple  of  England,  881;  example  of  tbo  eoBAderation,S>l: 
tho  nature  of  the  bill,  S91 ;  oq^tref  theoonntrrto 
furnish  the  qnantltj  <tf  giM  and  sIlTor,  SM ;  evfdenes^ 
an;  900I0  oinnlatlon  of  Fnno^  MS;  tawiled  with 
trsasBirnote^asS;  ^ewiofBeoipartetSM;  ehangoln 
France,  894 ;  effbeta  <tf  the  p^>er  system  of  itHglftnd, 
894;  tbe  amendment  proposed,  SOB;  obteotlons,  805; 
some  suppose  It  win  be  a  great  injory  to  the  local  banks, 
.896;  ob)eetlona  to  the  fbrthernse  of  bank  notes, 898; 
this  la  a  mesmre  worthy  to  be  eallod  reftmnatlon,  897. 

Two  plans  beAire  tbe  Benate,  807;  a  now  ozporimont^ 
899;  Imperial  preeedenta,  898;  camss  of  ib»  present 
dlstiim,  888;  treasorr  wdar,  888;  the  United  8latM 
Bank,  88^  400c  401 ;  tbe  imosat  qnsatlMi,  401  ;  ■  tho  per- 
petual and  gratnltons  tntrodnotion  of  the  bank,48S; 
who  wUl  SQi^tort  my  pn^ooitlon  7'  40S ;  this  snb^lVeas- 
nry  scheme  in  tbe  Boose  In  1884, 408;  tbe  gloom  of  the 
fhtoie,  404;  the  pas^  401;  tbe*peenliar  eaoses  of  oar 
dlstrssB,  409 ;  era  nnder  wbleh  tbe  oonntry  laboi*  ta  tbe 
sospendott  tf  On  fannksbdOS;  fiw^atam  of  measnrsa 
proposed  by  Ot»  ndmlnMnUon,  winod,  488;  why 
thto  new  exporimentt  408;  bo  prodeit  Oarcrnmentwlll 
iMf  nmeonatertothoh^tsof  thapet^lOidOS;  lai»> 
oQr(^(tftbemeasar^400;  UahU^to  ftTOritlsn,406; 
Itis  said,  theExeontlvels&owwe^dOT;  ■doaeftbe 
pnioe  and  tbe  sword,  407. 

It  Is  said,  the  bill  win  inerease  ExeeotlTe  patnmag^ 
408;  letter  from  tbe  Serentb  Ward  Bank,  New  To^ 
408;  dattgeroQS  tendencies  of  tbo  deposit  system,  418; 
EnBDUve  pationsge,  410;  the  President  against  tho  es> 
tsHloa  of  patroHVi^  4U :  It  Is  sold  (his  taffl  ertahltahsi  n 
trossoiy  bank,  411 ;  Oat  It  wm  dlTCTM  the  QoremmsBt 
from  tbe  people,  418;  wbatbtbo  prassotlawf  419;  tt 
is  said,  the  terms,  '*divoroe  of  bank  and  atate,"  are  p(q>- 
nlar  eateh-worda,  413;  the  State  banks  will  be  Where 
they  were  before  tbe  removal  of  tbe  deposits,  418;  this 
roessnre  will  prove  a  fcmtain  of  wealth  and  proystlty 
tothoSovthtOL 

Nothing  in  all  thsit  meiwrsa  Ibr  the  rellsf  of  Oo 
ooratry,414;bowbaaais«neaasaarlsnT  414;  posi* 
tlon  of  Oo  admlalstrsMea  when  two  months  M,  414; 
tendency  of  the  Message  and  bOl  to  abolish  a  naefU 
power  of  tbe  Oovemmeot,  418;  tbe  eharaeteristie  of  this 
crisis  ladiatree^4IS;  tbe  slnijeobleet  of  theee  meaa- 
tilbs  U  the  relief  of  tbe  Oorommwit,  418;  two  propoet- 
tloBa  to  be  maintained,  418;  dnty  of  the  OovMWPseBt  to 
■00  n  paper  paper  gaireney  maintained.  414 ;  poMon 
of  fiwmsmbscftmn  fonlhOBMllnnaa  tho  ba^dlT; 
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•xptaaaUoB,  417;  Uw  bg  nd  auMwhneiito  toy  to  mb- 
aUaw  It  hM  U17  doty  eonnectod  wlQi  Qis  onmncy  be* 
yoad  the  rognUtlon  of  Uw  ooIdb,  41T ;  tbU  fa  not  trna, 
417;  what  nteuoreadoM  the  MeangereoomineiidT  418; 
ahaQ  OM  of  the  great  powers  of  the  constltatloti  be  now 
nmndered  IbreTerf  418;  the  SUte  buks,  418;  tlito 
pittit/t  U  la  «T«y  n^eet  ot;)aotlanaU^  419 ;  ■satnet 
all  oar  aw^ei  and  baUta,  419. 

TUabUItir  CHTled  Into  affeet,  eanoot  lUl  to  nUero 
Om  GuTenuBent,  419;  Itt  alfeeta,  419;  aa  ottJactloa  by 
banks  to  the  recaption  ot  the  deposits,  480 ;  It  la  ob^t- 
•d  to  this  VU.  that  It  provides  for  the  eoUectton  of  the 
MTeattse  of  the  GoTemmeDtlngoldsjid  diver,  480;  that 
It  repeals  the  depodt  bank  aot,  4S1 ;  that  It  creates  one 
enrreiK^  the  GoTOnuMnt  and  attotbar  f»r  th*  pw 
pla,  491 ;  tlut  It  fflToroaa  tba  OoTanunant  froa  tho 
banks,  491;  all  these  mearorei  look  to  the  nlief  rftbe 
aoTaniMiit  and  tha  people,  tii 

The  commerdal  aad  mannfte  taring  daaaea  snfferinf 
oader  a  periodical  pratture,  42S ;  history  of  the  country 
In  tUs  reapeot,  499;  whence  thla  eternal  Tldnttnde  In 
thaboslMaeofthaoofuitryT  4Si;  eaiuee,  439,428;  the 
imsent  distreaa  toevitable,  424;  evils  of  a  redundant 
p^ar  dieulatton  now  manUtot,  434;  tbe  banka  have  dl- 
Yoread  the  GovemmeBt  from  tiumaelvaa,  494 ;  we  are 
BOW  entinly  free  to  detanntae  what  shall  be  done  with 
Iba  pabUa  muMy,  494;  •  naOonal  bank,  494;  would 
•aeh  a  bank  eontrol  and  regnlate  the  Iteoea  of  the  State 
bankar  49B ;  Bdatake  to  regard  to  the  d^Msit  banks,  4S» ; 
naeonfldenee  to  the  depodt  bonks,  494;  whenabank 
ftIla,irbo suffer T  494;  the  deluge  of  BhlnplasteTB,496; 
Ifyon  double  tbe  droulatlon  you  double  tbe  prloe  of  ai^ 
tlelea,49T;  (he  basks  ate  now  In  tbe  power  of  tbe  Btate 
Govern roects,  49T;  the  nnk»  between  the  banka  and 
thatreaniryonilitnottoba  reitored,49S;  tbedlTona 
Aonld  he  perpataal,  498;  power  of  the  Becretary  over 
thasebaaka,  If  ba  wasdlq>osed  to  exert  an  Improper  In- 
fluence, 498 ;  a  league  of  asaoolated  banks  might  be  more 
dangerona  than  a  national  bank,  493;  the  present  bill, 
499:  the  amendment,  499;  the  ftandi  recdrable,  439. 

This  fcroeUMiB  waiflve  on  the  toitltatiMii  of  the  «Dun- 
try  to  be  depreeated,  499. 

Beaaona  to  U-nt  c<  the  inea«in»4i9;  the  Qoramment 
depeodext  00  the  banks,  If  they  are  made  depoeltoriM, 
499;  banoe  tbe  n&oertaln^  of  Its  financial  afilia,  491 ; 
InAebtedneea  to  Eoglaad,  481 ;  a  national  bank  would 
bare  been  OTorwhelmed,  481 ;  the  morementa  of  eertato 
preaeea  devoted  to  the  banks,  4S1 ;  oonsequenoe  of  the 
connection  of  the  Government  and  the  banka  for  the 
last  few  yeaia,  488 ;  the  cboioe  la  betwaon  aflseal  agenoy 
and  a  naUMwl  bank,  489. 

Thiee  measnrea  ptopoeed  by  tUs  bUt.  489;  otjoets  to 
be  aeeompUshed  ij  tham,  488;  seenrl^  to  keeping  the 
puMlo  treaiure,4^;  to  provide  a  oorrenoy  of  gold  and 
aQver,  488  j  the  entire  expoMon  ot  paper  sot  contended 
fiir,  4SS;  tbe  ratio  of  the  mlxtnre  of  paper  and  coin  re- 
doeed  to  three  rlainni,  488 ;  allied  to  tbe  cnrroncy  of 
the  whole  oonntry,  434;  this  measure  vrill  destroy  the 
propneod  ol^eot,  4M ;  tendency  of  paper  to  en>e]  coin, 
481;  Ita  effect  on  a  mixed  oaireney  of  tbe  conntry,  4SS ; 
U  la  aatd.  hy  requiring  pvmenta  to  coin  to  tbe  OoTom- 
naut,  70a  oompel  ita  etroalaUon,  486;  ezpartanee  at 
prcaent,  48ft;  Oongraaa  bound  to  flunlab  a  aonad  onr- 
mneyd^eoto  aad  paper  to  the  pet^b,  488;  power  given 
to  the  oonaUtatlon  to  regulate  ccaDmeroe  and  the  stand- 
ards of  value  and  quantity,  480 ;  power  to  eoto  money, 
asd  for  what  purpose,  496;  tbe  eoneeqnenca  of  tbe  ex- 
istence of  this  power  and  the  eonetitntlonal  dittg^  487; 
duty  of  Congreaa  to  tegukto  tbe  tena  of  bank  notei^ 

m. 
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toed,  487;  the  fUst  bOI  to  poetpooe  the  lonstbtoifd- 
raent,49T;  the  aecond,  to  Issue  trsarorynotea,  gB;  the 

third,  to  extend  merchants'  bonds,  48S ;  fourth,  to  cxtod 
the  time  to  the  deposit  banka  for  repayment,  488;  Is 
this  forgetting  tbe  suffer  lug  intereata  of  the  ccanmnalty 
In  our  exdnslvo  care  of  the  Oorerament  1 480 ;  what  da 
theee  meaaorea  atnonnt  to  for  leUef  r  489;  views  of  fba 
U«isage,4S9;  tberaisUoBaefde^  tot«re«t,449; 
ral  to  Inquire  totoUweanaea,  410;  cntaU  geoonlpe^ 
tlons  eoaeeded  by  bQ,  441 ;  inflneBee  of  tbe  praaet  bS 
on  the  treasurr,  441 ;  give  the  treasary  perfect  1  iiiiibsiiiI 
of  Its  mesQS,  441 ;  relieve  the  treasniy  from  the  neee^ 
alty  of  usiug  Its  means  toaoetdn  tbe  credit  of  the  bask^ 
449;  canse  a  perfect  nnlformlty  to  tbe  value  of  the  od- 
leetloasaad  dlsburaamenta  of  the  treasury,  4<3 ;  what 
unkvonble  Lifloenoes  will  follow  from  this  btn, 448 ;  la- 
fluanoes  of  tha  tnaaanra  upon  OoTCnuiMBt,4tt ;  ft«a  Os 
kgldatlOB  of  Congraaa  from  bank  Inflaaooa,  448;  eftd 
ot  this  meaamnpon  tbe  banka, 444;  IttoBald,ttwn 
destroy  these  Institotlons,  444 ;  the  banka  would  be  ben- 
efited in  every  light,  446. 

Amendment,  40 ;  adopted,  446;  amendment  anthw- 
Izlng  reception  ot  certain  bank  bfUa,  lost,  44S;  other 
amendments,  448 ;  bill  ordered  to  third  reading,  444. 

An  apprehension  the  divorce  wonld  cripple  the  baak^ 
416;  eSbct  of  the  amendment,  iM;  gndnal  cbasge  to 
themodo  of  atdlectl(a,447;  OoTemmait  ahoald  be  able 
tooommand  Ita  own  fiuid^447;  ftutbor  remaika, 4tt; 
bin  passed,  44a 

Immediate  causes  of  our  distress  arise  fhwn  that  pcen- 
liar  system  of  credit  and  earrcncy  enlarged  to  eite«- 
elvely  in  this  conntry  and  England,  6SI;  di^oaltfon  <f 
those  who  depend  upon  this  system  to  leas  on  Govem- 
nentftBl;  thaallgbtestlrregnlarmoTemeatofGovent- 
ment  produoes  a  shock,  B81;  contnction  of  capItaUrta 
and  banks,  btt;  Govammuit  to  a  p^caUar  poaltlaB  v»- 
der  tbe  mspenakm  of  speda  paymarta,  K9;  bow  efanS 
yonreunlto  the  Oovemment  and  tbe  banks?  B!l;8iiee 
altemaUvo^  638 ;  Inflnenoe  of  banks  and  of  Indlvldnalfe 
6S8;  the  propoeltlon  submlttod  lnlS83t6SS;  remarks, 
624. 

This  bUl  vlolatea  the  oonstltntton,  S38;  aaid  to  be  na 
new  propooltton.  698;  provisions  of  the  bai,llM;  If  tta 
bin  passes,  the  money  of  tbe  people  wooM  not  be  wdt, 
620;  to  tbe  mldat  of  agreat  commercIalreTolBtba,SV; 
how  can  we  e^erctae  the  powers  given  na  by  the  coaaU 
tlon,  and  remonld  the  fiscal  action  of  the  Govemmea^ 
so  as  to  relieve  the  conntry  of  Its  sofferinpf  937;  nnda 
our  banking  policy,  the  banks  hare  tho  excloeire  rl^ 
of  maklDg  paper  monoy,  and  their  paper  only  reeelred 
for  public  dnea,  68T;  under  the  usury  lavs,  they  draw 
higher  interest  than  the  capitalist,  H8 ;  the  flOseaadar- 
tiflelal  Iswt  <rf  cxpandMi  and  eontiMthm,  688;  If  tha 
Btato  govemmenla  will  have  a  paper  corrency,  this  b 
the  safest  mode,  639 ;  never  wlah  to  aee  tbe  banks  eoa- 
verted  Into  political  engines,  629;  tbe  coimeetleB  be- 
tween bank  and  state  acoojuoctloa  ominoas  to  our  Ub- 
erUea,6>9;  plan  of  spedal  dcposltB  best,  699;  dlvonala 
the  great  principle,  680. 

The  measures  ore  not  at  all  cominensarato  with  the 
•ilgenelas  of  tba  tinea,  090;  It  la  to  operate  on  Oa  car- 
ran^  aa  it  now  Is,  BOO ;  bow  long  la  tUs  atato  ef  tUap 
to  conttooef  680;  ^ede  banlsbod, 681 ;  what  wO  ha 
Um  ^bablo  t^eration  of  a  law  that  takea  noaeosotaf 
the  preaent  state  of  the  current?  881 ;  we  eoold  bav* 
no  retom  toaspecte  dfcolatlon  under  it,  631;  IbaGov^ 
emment  most  deal  In  that  corrency  in  which  the  people 
deaI,S8S;  suppose  the  law  carried  out,  what  wonld  fol- 
low 1 689 ;  resumption  Indefinitely  peatpooed  fey  this 
law.fin. 
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nM  ud  tmped«  tnda,  B84 ;  ■Imnd  lo  talk  af  meb  k  «u- 
IWKT  Id  tUs  oooatrf,  W;  It  li  aatil,  th*  «b17  idTHitifa 
fim  ftifur  mnatty  la  ItaebMpnM^BtS;  obealstlmaf 
Euopa^  DM ;  lOM  ij  a  iMtaUlo  oontMir,  8B5 ;  It  to  nU, 
mibooldiiotbaalaniwdb/azperimenttiOM;  eonaii' 
cy  of  bank  pap«r  not  da«  entlrclj  to  the  QoranniMDt, 
ttSt;  aword  for  the  Sooth,  B8T;inppoiedli|J<u1oiia  elAet 
of  banks  oo  the  Ul!ciritigcla>Ma,087;  eBMtoraxpatidon 
on  wage*,  687,  083. 

What  haTO  ««  doner  688;  poatpoMd  Uh  fimrth  !n- 
■Umant,  SS8;  taanod  tnamj  notaa,  Z»\  flib  to  the 
Mst  great  maamre,  6BB ;  no  man  can  detamlita  tlto 
sonbtr  of  Bab>traanutoa,5«0;  irhit  to  tUablUIUO; 
MM  of  the  great  meant  ssad  by  antoonOa  to  perpetnaie 
their  power,  640;  aueb  b  thto  blU,  641 

TUa  meaaora,  as  a  Domocratlo  one,  to  new,  648 ;  pnb- 
lie  opinion  not  ■nlllclentl;  enUghUaod,  648 ;  moUon  to 
lay  the  Mil  on  the  table,  643;  earrfed,  642. 

A  Un,  ala^  eooaldered,  Ml;  motion  to  atrlke  out 
what  relataa  to  ftiadU«  tha  antpliu,  Ot;  tarried,  asi ; 
thtoUnareprodvatka^tbatortha  bat  aeadon,«SS; 
the  prodnehig  ctoaaea,  not  the  baaka,  oonetltut*  the 
oonatcfi  898 ;  irtiat  had  tbe  admlnbtratioii  Hoght  to  do  T 

es& 

Reeolatloiia  of  the  Pennijlranto  Legfstotnre  preaent- 
ed,  raqneatlng  a  poetpoMmant  of  the  bill,  886 ;  the  lea- 
tnnaof  the  bUl,  SS6;  the  right  of  lutraetlon,  8S6;  on 
qneaUona  of  expedlener  It  ahonld  bo  a  atrong  eaie  to  Id* 
daea  a  Sanator  to  ahandoo  kto  poa^  8M. 

frhe  an  moat  oouptoaoos  In  prearing  thto  hUl  npon 
Cmgreai  and  tha  peopto?  198;  It  b  aaldwa  imgbtto 
Adlow  tb*  toad  of  the  Sonator  from  Sontta  CaroHna,  887; 
he  withdraw  from  na,  8>7 ;  hie  speedi  wu  ptooalble,  In- 
genlona,  abatraot,  metapbTsloa),  and  generallilng,  8S7 ; 
be  reminda  oa  that  we  denonneed  the  p«t  bank  i^stem, 
897;  he  prolbiaea  to  be  the  Mend  of  the  bank*,  ead  at* 
taeked  the  whole  banking  ajstem  of  the  eonntrr,  828 ; 
tha  addltlond  amount  ofmoaej  the  banks  fhmlah  to  a 
powarfid  stinalns  tolndnatiT.  08 ;  banks  deemed  hl^j- 
Iqlnrtou  to  Iha  pbnting  Intwast,  8S8;  Bono  prottad 
mora  hj  the  amptofmant  of  eapltal  aid  eradtt  darlTOd 
from  the  basks,  828 ;  the  argament  against  the  right  of 
theGorenment  torecelre  hank  notes  notioand,8S0: 1 
appedfhMnhlmulf  tohiinaelf,  830;  farther  oonaldered, 
888. 

Motion  to  poetpone  to  the  next  sesilon,  loat,  6tt ;  tha 
Xdgafiald  totter,  MS;  reaaw  Ibr  not  aoUng  agidMt  tha 
•dmintotmtion,648;  what  wonU  ban  baen  the  reaaltlf 
watadJobMdlntb0attMkr8tt;eonldI  bars  aetad 
dUhnotljr  ftom  wU  I  did  r  8a ;  axtrnet  fhMD  tha  Edgo> 
field  totter,  848;  the  ImpataUon  fldto  to  the  gToond,844; 
what  he  ebaigcs  on  me  be  haa  aetnslty  done,  844;  it  to 
aald  I  bore  a  character  of  stern  fideUtTi  and  It  to  im- 
pUed  tbati  forfaited  lt,6<4;  If  he  meant  etem  lldeUty 
to  par^,  mjr  answer  li^  I  mtot  belonged  to  tho  party  he 
doee,  846;  my  preaent  poHtleal  portion,  846;  I  cannot 
ntort  npon  the  Saaator  tho  oharga  of  being  rootaphjri* 
«•!,  «8 ;  I  make  BO  raplf  to  tha  daCMts  of  nndentand* 
li«hoattribiitaatoBa,84t;  aowta  of  pnblto  life,  848; 
the  restrtottra  measure,  848;  tha  bank  of  1814, 847 ;  ad- 
nlntottatlan  of  tho  War  Depattmeat,  847. 

War  ezperionoe,  9tS ;  peace  eiparienoo,  848;  tho  lee- 
«nd  esplodon  gf  the  paper  system,  848;  the  great  meaa- 
aras  Ibr  reatoring  the  currency,  849;  the  bank  exploalon 
ori887,860;  the  two  prindplee  of  the  bill,  800;  fconded 
la  the  daareat  raaaona  of  propriety  and  oooaUtatlMiaUqr, 
•B8;  thaFedml  GorannMnt  on^  to  aaetbemoaay 
«riheradaral«0Htitatl0D.861;  laadaqnata  aapplyof 
apeeto  for  tha  conatryto  one  </  the  flnt4attoaof  tha 
Jaderal  Ooremment,  061 ;  torg*  nafeaatllo  payments 
wfflJMavarboBadolabltior        T^^naanttag  toiga 
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msasaa  (tf  prt^er^,  861 ;  tho  aoBStttnttoa  vwto  la  Coa- 
grass  pewor  to  ragidata  Oa  Taloo  of  eoia,  80L 

Amend  meat  r^eatad,  886;  reoonsi  deration  loat,  H&. 

In  tha  Hoase,  the  Senate  UH  having  been  read  twtoa, 
motion  to  toy  It  on  tho  tabto  carried,  836. 

BeacJutlona  of  the  Leglelatare  of  North  Carolina  pre- 
sented, 791 ;  poUUeal  character  of  the  reaolntloDS,  TSl ; 
how  &r  to  be  regarded  at  lostraetlons,  791-796;  debate, 
787,728. 

Indian  Affiiir$.St«  IiuUm,  vols,  i,  11.  Agtnei^-~SM 
Infyce,  YiA.  10:  DeparttiMnt— 5r«  IndM,  toL  7.  A«* 
b>ry8if»tm.—SMlndM,y<A.t.  LaruU  viiiM*  a  BtaU, 
rtghU  ofr.Sea  Indtx,  rol  1.  JfeteUoiu.— As  /»• 
daaf,  vol.  11.  TOU  Wut  t^Oui  Rocky  JKmalcifaa^ 
S*«  Iitdeat,  ToL  8.   Trib«t.—Ste  fntUte,  toL  6. 

/lutfaft  War  TolunU»rt.—8*»  Indtm.  toL  IL 

/Ndfono,  admlmion  o/.—Sm  Indtm,  toL  8. 

Indiana  Canal— BttOtdta,  toI  8, 

Indiana,  vote  for  Prestdeat  is  1888,  9Ml 

/acUoMv  PfvleeMM  <t/^--In  the  Braata,  a  bin  to  provMo  ibr 
tha  seevrlty  of  amtgiaat  Iadbn%  eonalderod,  881 ;  ol^ 
JeotJon  to  the  part  which  bUows  the  eonfoderated  tribes 
to  elect  a  delegate  to  Congress.  889;  the  delegate  to  ro* 
Bide  St  the  seat  of  OoTeumicnt,  and  not  hare  a  seat  oa 
the  floor  of  tha  Honae,  888 ;  bm  ordered  to  tba  tUfd 
reading,  888, 

Indian*,  CAsrotes.— JSm  Jndt^  vol  10.  Z>o.  ChidcateoM 

and  C%txtav.—8f*  /lufM,  toL  ».  Do.  l^niffraUonqf. 

—St*  IndM,  ToL  10.  i)o.  Florida^Stt  Jhdete,  toL  «. 

Jh.  Quapaw.—SM  Indm,  toL  ».  Do.  SamOurmrSM 

Jndae,  rol  10: 
Mtans,  removal  tff.—SM  IndM,  vols.  10, 11. 
laexnoLi.,  JosBTH  E.,  ItopresentaUve  from  PennsylTaala, 

8 ;  on  a  bnst  of  Chief  Jnstloe  MsrshaU,  14. 
Insbaii,  SAimt,  Kepreaentotlve  from  ConneoUent,  8^  480i 
/iuola«a<  J>tbtor».—S»e  Indem,  toL  II. 
InUreonrM,  Qommtetat,  do.  JbrHffn,  do.  JTom— 5lM  In- 

(tesToL  A 

Afsraif  4m  l»  lurlain  JStaltt/~-Su  Tndm,  toL  lOl 
/alsMOl  AqvrwvaMMto.--iSM  Adsa^  mto.  T,  8;  ^  11* 


J 

jAexBOit,  Jabu,  BepresentatlTe  from  Oeorgia,  4, 480. 
Jmxson,  Tboxu  b!,  BepresentatlTe  fhim  Now  YaA,  488. 
Jsonoir,  TiLUsx,  BopaseatattTa  from  Vaaaaehnaett^  8> 

844  Indt»,  ToL  11 
^leaoa,  PrMldont,  reply  to  Santa  Anaa*k  latlar,  IKL 
Jail*  ^  3laU4.—Se4  Indem,  toL  1. 
Juaa,  HoiT  P.,  Bepreseatattve  from  Tennont,  8. 
Jaitib,  LwwAnD,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Maine,  8;  oa  tha 

Exploring  Expedition,  9S&  See  Indem,  toIb.  10^  U 
Jamnn,  Dixai,  KepreaentatlTe  from  Maryland,  8^  488; 

on  iwatponlng  tho  foartb  Instalment,  4S8. 
J0IIHSO5,  CA.n,  BopresentaUTa  from  TenBaa8e^  4;  «a  (ha 

parduse  of  bo<dca,  UL  Ae  Adea^  tiOb.  lOL  11 
JonaaoH,  HanaT,  Bepreeaatatl'm  from  Loatobaa,  4, 481. 

5m  Indem,  toI.  U. 
JosnoK,  JoaiFH,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Virginia,  8,  488l 
Jomnoa,  Biobabd  IL,  BepreeentatlTs  from  Kento^y,  4; 

elected  Tloe  Prealdent  by  the  Benale,  IS8;  Us  tetter, 

190;  remsrks  on  taking  the  chair  of  the  BeDste,ao6; 

votes  for  as  TIee  President  m  Bee  Indtee,  toIv  8, 4, 

^8,T,^HM1,  It 
JoanoM,  WnxuM  O,  BepraaontstlTe  from  liarrland,  488; 

on  the  death  of  CtDey,  686.  AiMsa,T«LU 
Jmm,  Bav«AiiDr,Bapi«iaBtatlTa  froca  <Hito^A  Aw  A- 

dm,T6LtX 

Joins,  GioaaaV^DaleptefromllhiUgUid;  fiasUoacf 
par  to,  m 
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INDEX. 


Joax      ItqiMMiitattTBftoiB  Tfa^nla.^  ML 
JoinB,  NATSunsL,  B«pr«Miil»tlT«  from  Hew  York,  4S0. 
Jinw^  (/ M«  <Md  Om^vwM— ^ ToL  ft. 
Journal  qfOt*  Fadwtd  a>fi««ntioA.— iSm  /Mtev  toL  7. 
Jtidieiary.—SM  IimUu,  vob.  3, 8;  9, 10, 11,  IS. 
JuMOK,  Anuw  T.,  Bepr«MntBtiv»  from  CotiMettoat,  S. 
<riid0«t^  JMfM^  reMMOl  Qt-iSw  indtB^  Tidi.  9^  C 


Eun,  Elui  K,  deoeaM  (<  &  J«  JiidM^  toIi.  8^  9, 10^  11, 

IS. 

Kku,  Okouk  H.,  BepreaentaUTe  from  PeiinaflTalilB,  SU. 
Kkkblz,  OoimuXDB,  BepreMnUUve  from  Hew  York,  MX 
EmnDr,  — ,  on  raorgaaiutlon  of  the  urf,  7SB. 
Krvoh^  WtLLUK,  BqtnMstftttvftfrom  Ohio,  A. 
KniT,  Joaini,  on  Ibe  deoeua  of  B.  B.  0«Mbonmgh,tHI; 

Benator  from  lUiylud,  889 ;  deeeiw  of;  KM.  Be*  In- 

d«B,  ToL  IL 

KtHtiKiy  conietUd  JRoottot.— >Sm  IntUte,  toL  19L 
iMtttetl/,  vote  for  President  In  13Se,  2S0 
JTMyM  Ooll^a,—3M  Indme,  vol  9. 
Kki,  F.     letter  on  crimes  In  the  Dlitriet  of  ColamUt,  MM. 
Kxr,  "William,  BeprtHntntlTO  from  Oliics  WL 
KiLOOBB,  Dunn,  BepreeentatiTe  from  OUo,  Ml.  Am 
ItUUm,  y<A.  IS. 

Xno,  JoHX  P.,  Senstor  from  OeorgU,  S89;  on  Tnamry 
notes,  8M;  on  the  aab-Treunrj  hlU,  S97 ;  os  abolition 
petltioDS,  OSS ;  on  Tennont  resolntlona,  H3 ;  relative  to 
utl<riaT«7  peUtkMis,  TW,  A« /imIm\  toL  13. 

Kim,  ITnxuM  B.,  Bmator  from  AlshuuL,  889 ;  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Colonlxatlon  Bocletr,  lU;  elected 
pNrident  j»v  fsnk  tba  BMute,  ITS ;  Ua  nddreM,  ITS ; 
choeea  Prealdent  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  458;  hli  »- 
nafti^tfS;  OBtbe  deceasoof  J.  Lawler,  MS.  JSm  In- 
Om,  Tola.  <  6,  <C  7i  6)       11.  IS. 

KmAES,  GioMi     B^naaotatlTO  fkom  Indlaan,  4, 

EunsKHunTH,  Jomr  W.,  Bepreeeotatlre  from  Penn^n- 
lilB,8,M0. 

Knan;  Kibxkiam  Senator  from  Bhode  Island,  880. 
.Sm  AdM^  viris.  T,  8,  ^  U,  11,  U. 


X(«(tv«m  ^niWiitfo  fo^nftt  AmImv  Tola.  1.  S,  T,  & 

Xnttf  XB^  reported  with  smendmenta,  Tl 

ZoAd  CSotas,  ooivtmuUfon  t/oertofn.— <Sm  /ndscn,  toL  10. 

IfOmd  Late*  and  i>MWms.— In  th^  Benatev  a  resolution 

relattre  to  the  eoUeotlon  ot,  considered,  19T. 
Lamd  I^^OMM,  rtU^  ef.—Su  Indm,  voL  11. 
jMd2W*tttiLotMi»a,l)o.MU»ouri.—SMlkdtm,\olt 
Lma»M  MmoatlMu-^  IndM,  tA  T. 
JComA.  WMt4rn.-8M  M*b,  toIs.  1,  8,  4,  8,  T.  PtMlc 

ZMd*. 

Lavb,  Ajms,  BeprseentstlTe  from  Indiana,  4;  on  deposits 

with  the  States,  818;  on  the  fktrtUaUlon  biU,88&  Sm 
Tndm,  ytA.  IS. 

LAmnro,  Onxn  T.,  Beprasentatlve  from  New  York,  8. 

St*  IttdM,  TOU  11,  IS. 

LAponn,  JOHH,  Bqneeentattve  from  PennqrlTUK  8> 
lawum,  Jou,  B^noentnllTO  froqi  AlabUDS,  4, 481 ;  d 
eeaiBoCSSL 

L&inawn^  ABaoCT,BflpnaanMtTC  ftom  Htiaaebiiett^  S; 
oiitk«HDplnarminM,SlB;  onftuda  for  Mend  data, 
S8& 

I^T,  GnoBSn  W.,  BejmsaatittTa  tnm  Hew  Yori^  1  Si* 
ifMfsai,ToL  IS. 

L«A.  LcME,  BopretMitattTo  from  TimisBt  4.  AaAte^ 

ytA.lt. 


I  LniDBBTtn,  D.  P^  KepreeentatlTe  from  Ohio,  4SL 
I  Z*a4  Xm*a,  r«*ervA  sols  ^-^As  IntUu,  r<>l*.  T,  9. 
XMd  Mlam  (1/  MI*»ovH.—Sm  IhJm,  toL  la 
Lkb,  Omnox,  Beprasenlatln  from  How  YoA,  S ;  «•  tbo 
printing  of  the  geohigknl  i^orf;  Ac,  MB;  ok  ^^poJ^i 
with  the  States,  SIL 
Xmm,  JosnvA,  Bepresentadre  from  Hew  York,  & 
Jm,  Taoiua,  Bspreesntatfn  ftma  Hew  Jetsef,  S.  £^ 
d*m,vA.-l$. 

Twai-^M  Hiraa  B.,  AepreaeatrtlTo  from  Bonflt  GMIIm, 
489;  on  the  snb-Treasnrj,  684;  on  the TysHnr  Hot* 
bill.  544. 

IdimiaDonnB,  CoL— &e  Ii*d*a,  toL  IS, 
LaoicuD,  Bmrana     BepreeeotntlTe  from  Hew  YoH^  S. 
LnoHXR,  E.  P..  bUI  for  the  relief  o^  pused,  S41 
LxwM,  DixoR  H.,  Eeprteentstlr*  from  AUbema.  4  ;  M  f- 
celrlni  a  petition  from  sIstm,  981, 

In  the  Sonata^  n  resdntioB  nlaaTB     pnaaatad,  in. 
Libtria  ^tney-S**  Index,  toIs.  8;  9. 
Idbrarif  y  Omffre»a.~Si*Iiia*a,  toL  %. 
Ubrartf     Mr.  Jitflar9on.—8ee  Indem,  toL  6. 
I4Mtenani-€f*»*ral.—See  Index,  vtA.  OL 
LigU  Bone*  Ihaie*.~8te  Indeat,  yiA.  8. 
UmUatbM,  ttatiU^  ((f.-St*  Index,  Toia.  2, 4. 
LocooLX,  I^n,  KepreeonbdlTe  from  MassarhnaftHi.  i;48l; 

{maeataniiKHutnuieea  against  tho  anneytttcaef  Tt»' 

as.  Be»M*x,yn\.\t 
Lnm,  Lxwis  P.,  OS  abolition  In  the  Distrtet  of  Colsabia, 

1S9 ;  Senator  from  ltlsso>ail,  889 ;  on  dneUing,  W ;  en 

protection  to  Indians,  488 ;  on  Inland  trad*  with  Haw 

Uexlco,75S.  Se*Indeai,y<A.\%. 
IM*  Oak  PUnUatioM.—84*  /ftdot:,  t«U.T,«. 
Loan  BIU.~See  Index,  Td.  6. 

Loaur,  HnntT,  B^treaentatlTe  from  FonatjiTanIn,  S,  4801 
LooMis,  Auduw,  Bepreaentattvo  from  Ohio,  481. 
Looms,  Akfhaxad,  BepraastrtattTO  from  Hnr  York,  4801 
ZoUfpvUic,  in  WaMn0toM.—S**  Index^yt/Ll. 
Zomtetana,  Tote  for  Prosldant  In  1B88, 280. 
XowMma  Zand  Claim*.— la  Iho  Senate,  n  mottob  to  oa- 

flder  the  bills  for,  88<. 
Lots,  Thomas  0.,  BepresentsUTs  from  Sew  York,  S. 
Lowu^  WiXTU,  redgna  aa  Seeretarf  of  the  Sen^  4B. 
LOTAU,  Obobox,  Eepreaentatlre  from  TligliiU,  9.. 
Ldcas,  Bdvabd,  BepreeentatlTe  from  Ybglnia,  8;. 
Limmir,  WnsoK,  Beutor  fhm  OeQula,  SB6;  prateo- 

tlon  to  IndlMU,  6C8;  on  the  Floridnirsi;  6SI;  on  antl- 

alsTorj  petltloM^  TStl ;  on  silTer  ootnsge,  T40i 
Ltox,  rsAMon  S.,  Bepresontotln  from  Alabama  481;  e« 

Gonntlng  the  rotes  for  Freoldsot,  188;  on  tho  daccaa 

of  Jonb  Uwler,  884. 
Ltoh,  Lvciua,  Senator  from  MIchlgnn,  839. 


m 

UxsiaoH,  Javcs,  deocaieoC  88;  eammlKoa  o« rraBiiflnii 
reqwetlng,  88;  t^rt,  48. 

JTadfsM  P^w*;— In  the  Senate,  s  measago  raUdn  to,  84; 
n  resolution  to  anthorlze  the  purdiase  o^  coosidand, 
19S;  one  of  the  most  ratnable  works,  198  ;  dtfflo&ltr  of 
the  aelenee  of  ft«o  government,  198;  foUnro  of  Ike 
Btataa  dliniilted,  198;  aorere^tf  of  the  taOoa  vitt 
■oTonlgntj'  of  tbo  Btataa,  194;  ordered  (o  bo  engraaiad, 
194;  paBMd,198,197. 
In  the  Hoose,  a  message  reUtlTe  to,  SIL 
In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  rellnqaUi  to  Urs.  KidliaB  the 
copyright  in  foi^gn  conntriea,  reportot^  418L 

MaU  Tk^U'Ste  IndemrtA.  T. 

Xaine,  admieeion  <^.—Se*  Index,  toL  fc 

JTotos,  Tote  for  Prsitdeiit  In  1S8(^  ML 
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HAOoa  Bomi,  «MM4^-dM  JWm^  Toll,  a, 
Jfi^  AmmJ;  4^  «:-A«  JMte^  vol  IOl 
Ukuomt,  TiAwn^  BepraniitatlT*  ftom  TlrgtBli,  MOi 
IfAmm,  Wiun  P.,  TotM  ftr,  n  Praldutt,  STIi  S«»  I*- 
*4t,  vol  IL 

HAint,  Abuab,  Jr.,  BaprMenUtin  from  Kow  York,  t;  on 
ttu  ExMattva  AdnlnUtration,  »1;  fln  depoalta  irlth 
tba8UtM,811,SU;  oii(udift>rii»d«aldsM,m  Am 

Uunr,  Job,  BopraoMtettvo  fton  Pmh^Iti^a,  t, 
ICAmoN^  *"—fr*  J.,  BapfMtalttfn  ft«m  8o«tk  Ctrali- 

aoiS;  dMMiaBo(tl, 
llABMar  IVAirmmk  mm  tf.—SM  AmCm^  to)  ft. 
jr<ir«w  Artfoik— Am  iiKfM^  toL  10. 
IfAnnr,  Joohva,  Xh.  B^pmratatlTa  f ivin  jUabuna,  4,  ML 
ICabtb^  BwmM>     BopwwBtoHTO  fton  Mow  TeriE,  46% 

Mm^mi,  TOle  te  FrMU«it  In  ISU,  S80; 
Jforf<B«d,«MMor«tf«i»a«  itab  i^tabtt%r-SM  Tndtm. 
ToLOL 

ICawx,  Jon  T.,  BepraoeBtsUro  from  Vlfglnii,  &  Am  /»- 

^ToLIL 

Hasok,  Jami*  H.,  BopraMBtatlT*  from  TtrgtuU,  MO ;  on 
the  reoo^HoB    TexM^  tW;  on  th«  nib'Tmrnur,  SSO. 
ICamb,  Mou^  SopMMDtiUn  fron  Utia^  t,  Ao  AcfM, 

TDLli. 

Mamom,  Saimov,  BopmntattTO  fton  OUa,  i,  Ml. 
Mabon,  Wiuiam,  BopfMUtatlTC  from  Hot  York,  >. 
JroModkMoiMib  Toto  «»  Pnridoat  la  UH  S90> 
Jfawao>«wWi  Jftwwlrt  M»IIU  «pap4^l8lftr-&o  /mAo^ 
ToLS. 

JfiMtodtoMda  JrtWta  OofaM.-^  /imIm^  rob.  8, 9, 10,  It 
Uasbt,  Abbaji  p.,  BepraMOUUvfl  from  ToiUMUoe,  4,  401 ; 

on  Uw  MlMlMlppI  elwUon,  478,  484. 
Maxwbll,  Jobk  p.     B^rMOBtattTO  from  N««r  Jotmj, 

4«. 

Uaj,  TaiUM     BopiaaaBtitlTO  from  lUa^  4, 4«. 

JroyaoWO  Jtood^^  Adan  TCia.  1«,  IL 

MoCabtt,  Jwiathab,  BapfoaoBlatlTO  from  lBaiaiia,4.  Su 

M«^TI^11,1& 

HoClsllak,      BepreamtatiTO  from  Ttnamn,  4Ul 
IfoCLBLLAit,  BoBBBT,  BapmooatattTO  from  Now  Tork,  4n. 
HcCi.irx%  Ohasui,  BapraoBtsttn  fliom  PoBB^TlTa&la, 
460. 

VoCoius, 'Wmux,  BapWiaatallTO  fremVIislnla,  8;  oa 
doporita with thoBWoa, 81k  AaMaa^ToLUi 

McKat,  9 Aim  B^raaoBtaHya  from  Hbrth  CanUna,!^ 
488;  oapoa^ieiilvlfa*  OwUt  lniralwaw>,4flB;  on  tho 
yiMMa  war,  DM;  OB  tiw  dMrtboUoB  of  book^  Clflt. 

HoEBAjr,  Samuxl,  Banafan-  from  Paiuujlraala,  888 ;  pio- 
aents  anU-aUTcrjr  maoMirlal,  81T.  Am  A^m,  toL  19. 

UflXnorur,  Taoiua  11  T.,  B^ioontattTO  from  PeBBi7l> 
TaBla,S.4Se.  AmMo^voLU. 

VOEara,  JoOt  BapnaaBtattra  froaa  Haw  Totk,  8;  on  tba 
aiooBttT*  admlBWmtfoD,SB8;  oa  tbo  aitaat  ofB,  IL 
mttB«T.9M;  i«doparfUwltktka8tataa,818l 

IfflKm,  ItAAO,  BeproaentatlTo  from  Marjrland,  8, 480 ;  da- 
OMoao^nXL  Am /NdMV  ToL  It 

ICoKixuT,  JoBB,  Saoator  from  Alabama,  71.  Am  Imdeu, 
TOLUL 

UoLabb,  Jbbbmiab,  BapraaaatatlTO  from  ObK  ^  Am  /*- 

doBiTOLU. 

]fu>%BMUBitW.,oItt<a»4;— Ib  tko  BaBala,Bbfll  nla- 
ttfotoaadalm«<paHoil,«lT.  Aw  Ma^  nk.  9, 11^ 

U. 

JMttMVWMma  TMa-Am  M«B^  ToL  a. 

JAmbara  ^  Cbiv'^  aftpotelaWNte  t^.—Sm  JikdlM,  vol  8. 

ToLll. 

MBnn%  B.  A.,  BapraaaBtattTO  from  KaataAy,  480t  a« 


poftpoolac  tbo  tboitb  laatalmaBt,  487 ;  on  tba  attaefc  on 
tbaOarotlMhBm 
Ubbcbs,  CsAiUB  F.,  Sopfaaoatattra  from  TirglBlai  8;  480; 
OB  ftmda  (br  Metal  dnao,  S8S;  on  tbo  UmMivI  aloe* 
tbin,4TS;  on  neatral  rdatlOBa,  881.  Am Imdtm,  Tota.  8, 
»,  10,11, 18. 

Jr«r<A<Mfa'  Soml*.—la  tho  SoBata^  a  bill  to  azta&d  tbo  Uma 
of  pa^mant  o(  paiaad,  887. 

In  tba  HonM,abin  to  poitpoaa  tho  pqrmant  of;  ra* 
portad,484. 

JfMM0«,  OB  alUra  with  Fraaoa,  14-84;  at  8d  laarfoB  cf Utk 
CoBgNH,  M ;  on  MadlaDn'B  writloga,  U ;  rabtlta  to  ab^ 
ouula  acroM  tba  Iitbmna,  84;  on  Hexlcao  alUrc  IdO; 
OD  repriMlaaeaiutMezloo,  137;  on  tho  Hadltan  papan, 
811 ;  on  Texan  iDdrpcndenoe,  288 ;  relative  to  Mlehigan, 
888;  on  crlnua  In  the  IHstriet  of  ColnmbU,  SM ;  to  lit 
aeiatonof  89tbOangTaM,84l);  attdaeaalon  of  S9lh  0>n< 
fraaa,  B44;  on  dtatoffaanoea  mi  tba  Noitbam  Ptwitlar, 
S7S;  oBlarailonofAnMrieaaiotl,&7S;  ralaUTatoUa* 
kot 861-884;  ontbaOoTammoBtoion^,  885;  oBboidar 
oBtragea^'lBB;  attba8dBMiloBofSMbOoB(nai,8)0;on 
the  SmltbaonlaB  Lafaar,  T08;  on  tba  daUoirtloa  of 
Swartirottt,  708;  on  BriHih  traapaaaaii  on  tba  Stato  of 
Maine,  794 

Jf«rtoi.— In  the  Beoatc,  ■  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  For- 
eign Belatlona,194;  todreea  to  ba  demanded,  191;  an* 
other  aflwt  to  ptoaarra  paaea  abonM  ba  damamlad,  188 ; 
tbe  dapartBn  af  oar  BaprountatlTe  abrapt  and  nnna* 
eaimir,  198;  iBftaneaat  Obon^  US;  efrGamataMm  of 
tbawlibdmwalorHr.Enb,188;  reprlidi  reoMBmaBdad 
brthePretldent,198;  fttrthercxplanatlou,900;  toport 
agreed  to,  8881 

In  the  Honae,  a  report  on  the  llaeMga  of  the  Presi- 
dent roUtivo  to,  808 ;  a  rcaolutlon  of  Inqnirj-  reUttvo  to 
anr-oorrMpondeDoe  req>Mtlng  tbe  ceatioa  of  'tenltoiT 
br  Meilao,a8hrad,468;  afraad  to,  468L 

In  tba  Senate,  a  ttatoBMBt  of  tba  aetbrn  tbna  frr,  688 ; 
omdnatofUaztooytSO;  poper  to  await  tbo  aetloBoftba 
Hoaae,  880;  tba  next  itep  mnat  be  tone  meaaora  that 
may  lead  to  wai^  668;  iriiatwaiatba  feeta  In  thacaaaf 
880;  ftirtherretBariu^681;  Mnango  from  tba  Praddant, 
80-M4. 

IntbaHoBaa,ai«adntloaTda«Tot^T61  AMAdw^ 

T<d.l8i 

JffoK^M,  odOUatfon  ^— In  tba  Honae^a  bm  idatlTO  la 
tbeSoottaniBonadairaBd  admlmlMi,  4m.,  «oBridafa< 
88;  morad  to  poa^oDa^  to  pmaad  wllb  tbo  Aifcaaam 
Mil, 88;  raeoaBmltaiantarboUBMmd,f8;  tboqoaatloB 
ofbeiiadBrfabooldbeleftibrftitat»ad)natmant,88;  blQ 
ordered  too  tbiid  reading,  SO;  Mwad,  81. 

In  the  Banata,  amMaagi  rtlalive  to,  88 ;  ranuuka,88; 
referred,  8S ;  motion  to  read  tbe  bill  for  adml«ion  a  third 
Udm,  88 ;  one  vi  the  graraat  qoeatlena  ever  aabmlttad 
to  tbe  Benato,  88;  tho  UU  abooM  pam  aarfr,  that  UeU- 
pa  might  naatra  bar  aharo  of  tba  dapoaltB  to  ba  dla- 
trIbotod,88:lbaketBof&aaaa^a8;  nan  tlmo daabo- 
Ue,n;  latbaBaBaUeompatmt  to  dadan  tba  aataar 
tbo  laat eoBTentloB  ralldt  18;  8»oaar  tbe  preamble  of 
theblU,  70;  people  of  the  TerrlhRT  perftetlro>B>|MtaBt 
to  brid  a  eoareBtlon  ^MmtaBeonilr,  witbovt  Bay  appU- 
eatlon  to  the  Legialatore  about  the  matter,  TL 

Tba  last  oootmUoo  lUaaal  and  imantboriaad,  Tl;  la 
Ibia  oat  of  tba  poo|^a  a  lUinMOBt  af  the  oMdlthn  af 
namMoBf  Tl;  wm  aodo^  to  bo  radoeed  to  lU  ola- 
maBtarn;iMhdoal(tBaB««htaottohe  toleratad, 
Tl;  BoaetofthoLaghlat««ioqnhodtoglT«TaUdlfyto 
tho  oooTontlOB,  Tl;  a  mete  qaeation  of  right,  71;  tbo 
admlMloB  rariatad  Ibr  (bar  Teara,  71. 

Otden  poa^KmadtoeondderthebtU,?!;  theblU,  78; 
aaorad  to  reeommlt  and  atrlka  oat  tbe  preamble,  18; 
the  AwU,  78;  had  tbU  aalf-eonatlUtod  aaaomblrantbor- 
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l^toaHMtftirtlwSUtar  O;  iritot,thntolstndiioe 
her  on  Iti  anthorltj  would  bo  npagBut  t«  the  prind' 
pica  of  oar  ooiwtltatlon,  TS ;  tut  vlutt  roMon  Is  It  held 
tlutt  Oils  usamblj  b«d  th«  ratboilly  T  74 ;  beoniM  more 
votes  wen  given  for  this  than  for  the  other  ooOTentlon, 
74;  •qnestton  of  principle  ioTolred,  74;  the  snthortfy 
ofiHWibetslsiasde  toeet  u4de  Uwurtborl^of  bviBd 
tho  CMMUtnUon,  74 ;  Mine  prindple  Involrad  In  the  kt« 
mrdilMl  morement  odT  Uavj^wd,  T4;  fmad  of  the 
H«7bttid  ltisnrrecUoii,74;  UksaU  the  lUAIfU  m- 
MmUr  not  Mlf-coBstltntod,  T4;  Congress  hss  no 
right  to  cell  s  eonrontion  In  s  Stste,  T4;  how  Michigan 
,esao>motn,  74;  Mlohlgu  differs  turn  tb* oUttf  States 
only  in  her  FedenlnlktloiN|75;  what  shsU  b«  doner 
15. 

Berlew  of  <kets  and  dreomstaooee,  IS;  Congress  did 
not  Intend  that  tlw  InUrnntlon  of  tbo  LsgUUtare 
■honld  be  Booessuj,  TC;  aaottat  of  the  testlinonjr  h 
to  Ota  moA  vt  the  people,  TS;  tUs  Mmj  muweae- 
■ary,  7T. 

Amendment  to  the  presmhlo  mored,  77 ;  It  asserts 
what  U  not  a  hot,  77 ;  the  question  I*  between  the  two 
eonTMitlotu— If  the  first  was  legal,  the  last  was  not,  7S ; 
-what  evtdenoo  la  there  of  any  regularity  In  the  deeUons 
oTdal^lMae?  78. 

'What  Is  the  ^netttimr  TV;  dudl  we  release  HMdgaa 
after  die  b«  given  her  aasent  to  the  oonUtlom!  T9; 
i^lidon  of  the  people  aa  to  thdr  ■oatiiom  bottndary,  n ; 
riiaU  we  reject  this  preamble,  whioh  will  forever  t«rm]< 
note  the  dispute  between  two  States!  80;  views  enter- 
tolned  of  the  preamble  at  the  Isat  seaston,  80 ;  no  obtoo- 
tloQ  to  the  act  of  Congress  nnlese  the  people  are  not  oom- 
pelent  to  give  the  required  assent  without  the  interven- 
Hon  orttao  Legblatni^Sl;  oondnet  of  the  people,  81; 
Tennessee,  81 ;  SnsMorl,  8t;  eaaeiif  Uaiyland,89;  as  a 
son  roe  of  power  to  the  eonrontton,  kg^ilattn  aotioa 
would  have  boen  sbtnrd,  ffi ;  the  people  are  the  ri^tfld 
aotbors  of  all  oonsUtntions,  BS. 

Present  aspect  of  the  qnastlon,  68  j  PennojlTnla  af- 
ftlrs,88;  the  HsryUad  broneh  of  the  qoostlon,  88;  re- 
marks of  UadlaoD,  84 ;  conventions  independent  t)t  State 
legislation,  84;  how  have  State  Lqilslatnres  assumed  to 
have  the  power  to  grant  or  wlttboUOamt  84;  the  ease 
of  HtdtlgaB,64;  dennndatkn  of  mobs  at  the  lartaae- 
rfon,aB. 

ThoUninvolvaaaaniatNtiipolUloatbwecyiBB;  the 
ease  simply  stated,  BS,  aotlon  under  the  ordtnanee  of 
W,88;  basthooonditlon  been  complied  with  1 88 ;  ast- 
tlMient  of  the  bonndarles,  87 ;  privilege  of  Legislatures 
and  force  of  ooastItQtiona,8S;  the  power  to  eoU  the  con- 
veotloD  required  in  Mtehlgaa  a  mere  sot  of  ordinary  In- 
itiation, SR. 

OroQBds  npoa  which  the  eppoaitloo  to  this  admission 
baa  bean  made,  8»i  sbeU  atUl  a  tanitary.SB;  Lagida- 
tnraa  and  omventiaa  an  mare  agents  of  the  people  la 
wbom  all  sovereignty  resides,  SI;  has  a  single  remon- 
stianee  been  presentedT  W;  the  Senate  has  not  taJsytA 
the  eonfide&ee  of  the  people  for  some  years,  90;  this  a 
qnosUon  of  fhots,  W;  what  were  the  doctrines  of  IMT 
M;  demoeraey  was  called  a  disease,  91;  purpose  for 
whieh  the  aUen  and  sedittoa  lawa  w«e  pamed,  91;  ab- 
■nrfl^  ef  tbe  ivind^  eontended  fbr,  shown,  81;  the 
preamUe  rnineeeisaiy.W;  mundmant  loe^  IS;  bOl  or- 
dered te  » third,  readlnft  fi 

AmmKops;— In  the  Swate,  the  Udilgan  Benatorsad- 
mitted,  lOB;  ballot  for  terms,  183. 

Debate  relatlvo  to  conntlng  her  vote  for  President,  18S. 

IntheHoase,thebmoonsldered,9BD;  paMed,aS6;  the 
BepreawitBtlvo  qnoliaed,  908.  Bm IiUtm^-nLTX 
JReMgUHS^Tete  fto  President  la  1888, 980. 


MttHartf  AaaOmr  and  Aoaimitm.r~Si»  JmOtm,  Tokt, 

MmatySoadg.SuImdm.'nLr. 

MmUa  OourU  MarUal.-SM  AdsB,  TOk  9L  M. 

UiLiJu,  Jne^  BopreaenlatlTe  flan  FeuiqivMda,&  Sm 

J»dtm^  vols.  11, 11 
MiLUa,  JoHK,  BepreeentoUTe  fkeralDmlMlppI,  481. 
UoLMAM,  Jom     Seprsaenlatlve  fl«m  XMawan^  t,  40. 

As/adsg^T^ll. 

Jffnti;  frrwteA.— In  the  Honse,  the  MUfeet  SBaddswH,  M, 
iSw  Indea,  vol  19L 

Xint.—8t  iMdeav  vols.  1,  B,  10. 

Mirtmtl<e»  JIbpecUUon.— Jndtas,  vol  4. 

MU*Mpp{  XUeMo».—ln  the  Uoooe,  a  report  of  the  oom- 
mltUe  In  bv«f^47S;  Inpottsnt  anVeet,  «I8;  4Mstt« 
oaeMUnrteaeewltb  the  report  that  the  tsomhsta  ssa 
dnl7eleeled,4Bi;  the  do^of  the  Ligliinttt*  te  |n- 
■erlbe  the  time,  plaess,  and  maiBar  ti  hoU^  tMr 
elections,  484;  not  la  the  power  of  the  Goremw  te  «W- 
tormtne  the  time  or  pbees  and  manDer,  484;  siihitllsis 
forthsresoIntl(Hiolfor«l,48S;  the  beta  of  the  caoo,  4Si; 
are  these  gentlemen  entitled  to  tbdr  aaotef  dSS;  It  li 
add  vaeandea  had  not  happened,  46!L 

The  quesUoa  depeada  upon  ^>at  was  the  laiiiij 
and  bow  It  U  to  be  filled,  800;  the  vaeaoey,  M8;  hsft 
these  pesaens  bees  <teeta«r  00ft;  It  laftna^iAick 
the  Eneontlina  of  a  State  eaanot  ai^fly,  SOft;  aOIl  1m 
oaa  he  supply  It  for  a  term  of  two  years,  008;  nxBifiea- 
Uon,  001 ;  thia  election  nneoosUtnttoaal,  801 ;  how  wQ 
the  resolution  bo  rooelved  by  the  people  of  UsslsdpflT 
009;  adopted,  OOi. 
A  eommnnleation  from  eonteatsnia  oftrad,  666. 
BeatdDtlona  reUtlve  to,  oonsidepsd,  818;  eealeatanb 
admitted  to  the  floor,  818;  aifsaMit  «f  Mr.  Oatbont^ 
Oil;  ftarther  eonsldsntlos,  818,  OU,  9tL 
Tlnntlni  nf  inimTiiii  malllniisfl.niW'.  insBiiisiailiBH 

ted,e8a 

MifiMippt  StaU—JSt  Xnd4m,YQLtH  da.  nrHfrf^-Sm 

Indta,  vol.  8,  TerritcrU*. 
XUHtippi,  vote  for  President  In  1S8(C  980. 
2a-imi^  Si«4i',fi^  Mwfffatfw  ttf.—St*  Indm,  t«L  1 
jri«SMiH.~nSM  IitdM,  vols.  4,  ^  «,  7. 
JflssovH  Land  aalma.--Se»  Jndm,  vol  10. 
JKsmr^  Tete  Ibr  FMldant  to  188^  fiSOi 
UaaaaL,  Ouamim  P^  BepNeeatatlve  fton  Hew  TeA, 

46a 

UoRBoa,  J^joa,  claim  ijf.—JSie  Imdmi,  vols.  IL 
Jfonroe  2>ocM««;— la  the  Hous^  resolntloBS  retstlve  Xa, 

71&  As /ndscn,  vols.  8, 9. 
MoiTooimT,  'WtuuK,  Bepreswtattve  from  Jtai^  Ganfr 

00,8,480. 

HoOB^  Klt,  EeprsssntaHva  itam  Hew  York,  S,  4XL 
ICoBUV,  WiuuM  &,  Bepresantative  from  Tbflida,  t,Ut 
lloMAM,  "VniMM,  A*  9am  qfi—JSH  MUa,  voL  18i 
HosMi,  OuitAXt,  BepieasntaUfe  Inm  Ohio,  4Q. 
Uoon,  Hatbub,  Eepreseatatlye  from  PenavhaalB,  *, 

400;  «n  the  death  of  <ailv,  888;  e«  the  dvU  Bst,  ML 
UoKus,  SAjnm  W.,  B^rsasatattTB  frem  Vmat^nia, 

UoBKis,  Taoius,  Senator  from  Ohio,  888 ;  en  the  admlailan 
of  Michigan,  70, 71;  oShrs  reednttoM  eoontat  te  Oeo* 
of  Mr.  Calhoun,  870;  oaOslbow'k  feiolntbiai,on,88\ 
084;  onbaatBetaa  fcrfloTBlM—ataaa^tlBL  AsA- 
dM^voLlS. 

JfeOer  tfOim.  Krrt^-S—  /wIm^  vol  1. 

Moinoir,  AuxAjnna,  Senator  from  v-™'"'"-  UI^Ht;  on 
LotrfsiaBa  land  elaluu,  8S4. 

Mowmttd  7ivlMlni>^iiid«a^T0ls.  4,18^11 

McHLBKBKxs,  Hrot  A.,  Bepnatutatfn  ftma  Vmm^i^ 
nU,a,400L 
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IT 

XFaturtUaallo*  Zoim— In  the  Senate,  •  idmihrU  «f  Dr. 
IMler,  nr ;  his  emae,  T87 ;  •  uttonllied  dttann  oap- 
tond  In  CuiadA  and  oondonined  for  trcMon,  TST ;  U>tn- 
nllxAd  oltluits  entitled  to  alt  tiio  protAcUon  of  natlTa 
(MnM,  TST;  peenliar  drewaataneasof  tUaaaae,  TST;  a 
pattHoB  tor  tbe  rapaal  <<  and  adoptkHi  of  n«w  laws  pre* 
Taattng  the  Indtaerlmlnata  tnflnx  of  fonifn  amlsraata, 
m  ApaAdapl^f^l,^4,Ul 

1ft 

JTaval  BepMUi—SM  IndM,  toL  T. 

JTowd  Ptmion  And,— Sm  /wfm,  ToL  T. 

JteMl  -SflAooi— 5m  AdMVToL  S,  aad  IntUx,  voL  I,  JTmNif 

JTovy  AMfeia  JWMtr-lB  the  Braate,  amandmanta  of  tha 

Honw  eonafalaiwd,  901 
JnM|^  rMivmfsaflMqfE— lMtbaH«iiae,aiDotlMitostrfk« 

eat  the  apprepriatloB  to  the  batj  boerd,  T88. 
Hatlos,  CHAKLia,  Beprasentatln  from  PennqiTBBl%  UO ; 

Ml  tiie  nlHTieaaaqr,  OSl 
y»gro4»,  frm,  «a  Ma  MfrM  ^  OehmUa. -At  Iiultm, 

vA.%. 

IttffroM,  kkhtapptng      Am  Mdtm,  toL  1. 

Ifmtral  AaIoMotu.— In  tbe  Senate,  a  bill  relBU<re  to,  eonsiil- 
•red,  Sll;  the  law  of  1818,  righu  of  oar  three 
nelghbora.  613 ;  tho  bUl  a  maaanre  of  praTentlon,  US ; 
the  first  section,  tU ;  the  aeeond  aeetton,  tl9 ;  tbe  at- 
tack on  the  Caroline  arowed  a  British  offleer  as 
done  hj  his  onlera,  419;  amendment  offered,  CIS;  It 
eonflnes  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  the  foreign  states 
•nd  colODtes  oontermlnons  with  na,  6U ;  bill  passed, 
«1& 

In  the  HoDSo,  prtnd^aa  on  whieh  the  Un  I*  based, 
480 ;  poHcf  of  tbe  Ooreniment,  <B1 ;  neeessarj  to  bring 
tta  aid  of  the  drll  power  on  the  northera  frontter,  931 ; 
power  ample  under  the  Iswe  of  ITH  and  1816^  SSI ;  eor- 
tespondeuce  between  Itr.  Ifadlaon  and  Mr.  PtukBer, 
€81 ;  It  Is  said  the  fbarth  article  of  the  eonatltation  Is  in 
conflict  with  this  bill,  881;  principles  of  the  amend- 
otcat,  S88;  tho  act  of  1B13  went  &r  enonitb,  SS9;  a 
maaaure  entlraly  Improper  to  he  Bd(9ted,a89;  abtnto 
trammel  trade  and  flMnmena,  682;  a  monatroiia  prinel- 
pl^  «89;  protection  aflbrded  hj  tbe  Britlab  anthwltlea, 
CSS;  fbrlher  considered,  WT;  liaaaed,  688. 

In  the  Sepate,  the  Ull  Itota  the  Hoose  reported,  6S8 ; 
amendments,  630;  first  section  antborises  a  aelinre 
wlthont  limitations,  the  amendment  dedgned  to  limit 
lit  689 ;  two  oonslde rations  In  fliTor  <tf  the  amendment, 
MO;  amendment  agreed  to,  610;  aeeond  amendment, 
MO;  asplaiatlea,  UO;  third  aad  fimrth  amaitdmaBtB, 
HOi  Aa/MfM^  Tela.  8,4,^6;  7. 

JTw  BampMfv,  rote  for  President  la  1886;  SSOi 

JTeie  t/araay,  Tote  for  President  In  1886, 88a 

JTrnMutetmndJIUtowiMand  TVwIs.— In  the  Braata, 
»  mamorial  relatlra  ta,  praaaated,  m  JSt*  Atf««v 
T0L8. 

Jfm  Orlaoiu,  tfqfbnM  <^.~8tt  tndtm,  vol  6* 

JTaie  Toi*,  rote  for  Fresldant  in  18Sft  980. 

iRb^oni  Atfkrsrfc— iSm  Ado^  Tola.  0^  C 

NiOsoLia,  BonxBT  C,  Senator  trmn  LoaWau,  S89. 

KiLM,  Jomi  U,  on  tbe  treaanr^  drenlar,  64 ;  on  the  sdtnis< 
alcuofHlcliigaB,M;  on  aboUtlen  In  the  District  of  Go- 
Inmbla,  1S8;  on  ooprrlght  to  Ibrelgnen,  184;  Senator 
from  Conaeotlent,  880;  on  tbe  snh-Treasvij  bill,  8T4; 
on  abolition  petlUona,  BU;  on  Oalhonn'a  reaotntloBB, 
001;  on  the  fentUt  Inatalment,  706 ;  on  sllrer  eolnsga, 


HoMJi;  Taiuji  IL,  Bapcaaeatatln  from  New  York,  460; 

Jirom-/mp»rtatlom.--SM  tcIk  1,4. 

yon-/nUr<»urM.-S44  InUrcowr—t 
XcHK  OaruUma,  vote  for  President  In  1S86,  Saa 
North  mitltrm  ilMmifary.— In  the  Hoase,  a  meaiage  tnm 
the  Pnaldant  rataUve  to*  eaaaldered,  6T9;  elalma  of  tha 
Btata  of  Hatna,  670 ;  prooitedlnga  of  the  oommlsdon,  680 ; 
tenaa  pwyad  hy  tha  eommlaJoii,  680;  Aaiattoea  pia- 
position  an  abandonment  of  the  claim,  (SOl 
In  the  Banata,  leave  to  bring  la  a  bill  to  provide  for 

tha  auTSf,  666;  report  relative  tc^  688 ;  a  rrg'  rela- 

tiva  Xo,  TST;  report  on,  IS8;  •  bill  giving  tha  President 
addithtaal  means  of  daCBnee  la  eertain  cases  of  Invaaloa, 
ooBsidered,  TOl;  Ibatorea  of  tha  hill,  T61;  coasaqneaecs 
ofpaadf  attritahUl,  768;  no  part  of  the  blUeonU  ha 
viewed  aa  a  threat  709;  tbaJnatleeofoareiBae  la  palpa- 
ble, 718;  the  bUlla  little  more  thaa  a  oontlngaat  appi«> 
priatloBplaoedataedlapaaal  of  (hePr«ddsnt,768;  la 
U  a  threat  te  prepare  tor  war  when  an  Intanttoa  to  te> 
vade oar tarritorjr haa  bean  avowedt  T6i;  Ull  pnaed 
naanimouslf,  T60i 

In  tbe  DoDM, a  debate  en  tha  bill, 766l  S^htdm, 
vols.  8, 10, 19. 

JMkem  Tro»U«r.—la  the  Hoose,  tbe  bill  for  tbe  preser- 
vation of  peace  on,  considered,  684;  ottJect  of  the  bill, 
884;  ahonid  pavaa  before  we  make  aaj  alteration  la 
thoae  priad^es  la  relation  to  our  export  trade,  wbU& 
bad  existed  so  loos,  884;  the  bill  ineffldent  to  answer 
the  end  It  proposfO,  Mfli 

SOTtK-v>tat  Coiut,  »mplcraUo%  <^.—St4  Ind&x,  vols.  T,  8. 

Noavxuq  JoBK,  on  oonating  the  votes  for  President,  etc, 
IBS;  Senator  from  Michigan,  880;  on  Ur.  Calhoun's 
resolutions,  5T0 ;  on  neutral  relations,  640 ;  on  protection 
to  emigrant  Indians,  608 ;  on  the  teanre  of  Jndges  la 
TenitwiM,  681 ;  oB  the  Washington  MoannMat  Sode^, 
6S7 ;  on  ^oeaeda  of  pabUe  lands,  TSl ;  on  the  natnnll* 
zatlon  law,  TST.  <5fe /tKte^  vol  IS. 

Hovm,  Joaarn  C,  Bepresentatlve  fh>m  Haloe,  460. 

XMi/leation,-St9  Jndtm,  vol  11 


O 

0eMa.—St4  InHtK,  vol  1. 

OcKSttpyinff  Ctaimant  Zand«.—S»»  fndtm,  vol  9. 

Q^Im,  a  ctriain  tmquirf  r4*p*ciittg.—S»4  Indtrn,  voL  & 

QlReers,  removal  i^.Stt  liuUm,  vol.  1. 

Qtftoert  ({^Us  CMoms.— Am  Mem,  vol  T. 

Qifless,  pluralUj/  ttf.—Stt  AdM,  toL  Si 

OoLX,  CHAaLM,  Bepreaentative  from  Paaaaflvanla,  410^ 

OUo  OiiMii,  lofMl  vrvml  to.— As  J^utsa^  v«l.  IL 

Ohio  yorOum  Av»darjf.-~3t  InOta,  voL  19l 

<XUe  JNear.  tosprvMaMn*  ^.—Bu  Indtm,  vd.lL 

OMo  Sail  tfowmmanl.-  A»  Mem,  voL  t. 

OMo,  rote  for  President  In  1886,  S80. 

OnfAwMM  <^1T6T.-^  iisdsn^  vuh.  S,  4,  and  Indta,  vol  4 

Oregon  Thrrttorv.— IntheSenate^abiUtoaothoriietbeoe- 
enpatlonoC  introdaoad.  Ml;  If  the  Territory  Is  aasleet- 
ed,  It  may  paaa from  na,  OS ;  daoaa  of  the  treat/,  098; 
the  tbne  had  eome  when  we  ooght  to  assert  our  rl^tto 
Oregon  or  ahaodon  It  foiover,  698 ;  raforred  to  a  aaleet 
oomnIttaa,688;  a  patttkm  from  the  aattlan  oC  ISl 

Orleans  TerrUoHee.  Set  IMtm,  vol  4,  TtrrUerUe. 

OwMM|  Owntn  W.*  Bapniaatatlvo  from  Gaeii^ai  4, 480; 
onilav«7patltloM,T-40;  OkTJpaftal^S& 

P 

FAoa,  flnxaifui,  Bepraaaatattve  ftaa  HavTiNk,  &  At 

/ndse^voLU. 
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INDEX. 


Paiirbe.  Limm,  lUpiMontittT*  tmm  Peanijlmia, 
Aif<ill«ff  ^  a*  Prtaofpal  Am(t  qf  tU  Bti>oltM<m.—S4e 

Indta,  vol*.  B,  t,  lOi 
PiunK,  Jom,  IC»pr«MDtattr«  from  N««  Tork,  440. 
J\mama,  latAmtu  qf.—ln  the  Honsa,  a  nsolntloD  on,  786. 
Antama  J/inMert,  imrirucUant  to.— 8m  Index,  voL  lOt 
J^OMIM  Jftwio*.— 5m  AidMi,  TOta.  6, 9. 
faptr  JfefMjr,  a  meosorUl  nlattr*  tn,  231 
FjLsm,  iJUSA  J.,  BepnM&Mln  fNm  lT««rT«fc,«a»;  oB 

tlM  death  or  Cmeri<KL 
Pauikk,  Biohabd  el,  Bwntn  from  Tlti^ilt,  flL 
Pauckk,  JAvn,  BepreMBtatin  ftom  Nov  J«iwr,S.  Set 

Paub,  QoKnAM,  BqiKMBtittv*  ftom  Koine,  &  Am  /Ndea), 

pAkMSTTEB,  'WtLUAit,  BcpTSBentotlTe  from  MwwwInWHttii 

MO;  OD  the TivMOTj  Note  btll, 00ft. 
Patimt  (ffiea.—Se»  Adm,  toL  10. 

ViTtamoK,  WiLUAK,  BeproMntBtlTO  from  OUa,  i,  400;  d*> 

euHoCTDO.  ^ /wfMB,  ToL  19l 
PinoH,  Jomr  M.,  Iteprewntatlre  from  Tlrgtnto,  S,  4tO;  on 

ebveiT  pottUons,  B ;  on  report  on,  W ;  on  the  deeeMe  of 

Hftdlaon,  86;  on  recelrlng  »  pettUon  from  ilaTn,  S6T- 

t6S;  on  the  cue  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  S04;  on  (tepoalta 

with  the  fitatea,  8M ;  othn  «  naolntloii  on  nb^tlaa  po- 

tltlon>,H0.  «M/iM<M),Tola.ll,1S. 
Aty  (/JVcRftw^-AM  7i«te\       ^  «,  10,  II. 
iVrymoirf  ^  Atersil  fo  AtefM— iSm' vol  ft 
Paym&tU  <rf8pecte  ta  Jtfmfrm.— In  the  Houm),  reflolutlom 

tdatlvo  to,  Gonddered,  463. 
PuKOK,  Jahu  a.,  BepreMQiAtire  from  Uvyland,  8, 460. 
PuKcs,  Birm  J.,  BepreMntktlTe  from  Bhode  Islud,  8 ;  on 

the  ExecQtlTe  Administration,  SI9 ;  on  depodts  with  the 

81atM,S3S.  :Sm /ndM,  voI&  10, 11,  IS. 
-  PaoK,  JoMS,  the  MM  ^.—Sm  Ind'Ht,  Tola.  10;  11. 
Pick,  Lmsn  (X,  BepraaantstlTa  ftvm  Hew  Toric,  400l 
Ami  OKfe  <«  tt«  Z>liM(!«^OitemM&-^ /nrfco^  ToL  IS. 
Fmat  Code  qfOo  UMad  SUUu.—S*4  ItOtm,  toL  & 
fmUmikuv  «a  CU  MMrM      CUMh^Io.-^  Adoa^ 

TOLflL 

famwyftwnto  A«Hr{r«it<t.— iSm  /iuIm),  toL  1. 
AmuyfMMla,  rote  fi»  President  In  1836,  SSOi 
FcnnBiAKKi,  IiAAO  8.,  BepnsentattTO  frmn  'niflala,  460; 

OB  the  MlMlxlppl  Eleetloa,  48k 
Pmtakm  BUt,  r*taiMttmu^.--At  JMtm,  toL  T. 
AiMlpitZatM.— A«  AMfM^  vol*.  It;  1%  11 

PcBBY,  Co>aionCBX^-iSM  AdtK,  ToL  R 

PetiUoiy  th»  rigU  qft— In  the  House,  eonsant  aaked  to  tn- 
troduco  a  feaolnUm  reUtlre  to,  M\  the  leedntlon, 
IM;  modUUd,  9M;  Tota  oa  reoaiTlnc  b  petition  from 
■UTea,SM;  ToUon  the  rl«fatof  petitloo  Inilarea,  89<w 

MWoM;  Moq)fln»  «^-Ab  Atft^  Td.  S,  end /iMb^  Tob. 

pBtBUiM,  Dattd,  BepiewUttTB  from  PeBDsylnalB,  460. 
PrmoBBw,  Ebbbbokb,  BepremtBtlTB  frnn  North  Oaroll- 
na,& 

pBTTOit,  BuuEB,  BapreaentBtlTe  from  TenneiMe,  4 ;  on 
dBTorr  petltlaQa,  6;  on  tbo  deposit  banki^  It ;  on  the 
BMeiitiTa  Artrolnktratym. Ml ;  obbbbmm  In  the  oom- 
ndtteoTDom,  tSt.  Aa/»d««,ral  It. 

PIHfatMpUa -VHev^  oopton         M«\  Td.  S. 

Pbbub,  LamniiOT,  BepnaentBttveftoiiiCoiinMtienl^S^MIL 

Pmun,  BrcpBia  (X,  BeproaantaUn  ftmn  TIfMiBnIiiiaiitfn, 
6;  400;  on  the  Bxplorlng  £xpedltkia,95T;  ontheTreai- 
ury  Note  bill,  51S.  '  9m  Indtm,  toL  11 

Pioxzm,  Fsutois  W.,  Bepreeentative  from  Booth  Carolina, 
t,  4M;  on  ilareTjr  prtlUoBB,  6;  on  the  petition  from 
aberm,  nS;  on  depoatt  with  (be  Statei,  821;  on  the 


fimrth  ImtaluMit,  4n ;  OB  poatpoDlBg  ae  iMDrth  laatal- 

ment,  480;  en  th«  rab-Treasory,  MM. 
Pbbob,  Fbahkli]*,  BopgeaentatlTe  from  Hew  HawipeMte,  I; 
on  alBTerjr  potltlona,  0 ;  on  Wert  Point  AcBdemy,  M; 
Senator  from  New  Hampahlie,  888 ;  on  abotttlea  paS> 
tlona,  OOO;  on  CalbouB*8  raoolBttonB,  5M.  S*»  Jiul^ 

ToL  a. 

PmotSET,  Hbkbt  BcpieaentatlTe  from  Sooth  OarellB^ 
S;  i^ortaoQ  aboUUnn  pettttim,  U;  o«  the  npart,!!; 
on  tba  petition  from  akrea,  tT%  Smlmd^  toL  U. 

Pirae:vina«WtttInd{M.~8MTndM,r6lM.1,8.  - 

Plvmbb,  Absou*,  BepreaentatlTe  from  Vaaa^lnaa*,  1M. 

PoimxTE,  J.,  hia  letter  tA  Gen.  geott,  ST4;  da  to  Obt.  Mk- 
er,  674 ;  do.  to  ViuEoz,  S74.  SUU«  Jtf.^— 

Potm  EUUM.—SM  Mtm,  ToL  U. 

PouE,  JAMia  EL,  Bepreaentatlve  from  TeaBemee,  4,  4H; 
eleeted  Speaker  of  theHooae.*;  addreaa,  4;  replf  t* 
the  Totaof  tbBBka.W';  dMBoa  Ranker  of  .  tbsHBo^ 
«1 ;  OB  the  order  of  bMlBaeB  Bt  ttie  eztm  BOMta,  «*; 
reply  to  a  vote  thaoka,  TTO.  iSm  l»dm,  Tok 
10,  IL 

PonMarlratm  Oanal  and  LmMana  OoIUge.—Si*£>im, 

TOLIO: 

Poor  tf  etK)rgttown,  v>oodJbr.~Bt«  Jndaea,  toL  1L 
Torm,  JoBor,  BepreoentBttT*  from  Kantoekf,  4IU. 
PortmffaL,  eoaunttotiBUk.—JSit  Stdtm,  Tol  T. 

Potlafft,  reduction  i^.—Bm  Titdm,  toL  U. 

PoalmtuUr-Gtmral,  Bolory  t^.—is*»  Ind^x,  ynlM.  t,  %, 
Po*t-ogto*.—S««  Indtm,  toL  I. 

PoU-c^lct  J)»partm«Kt  J%v«tlitatttm.—Sf4  Ltdtts,  tdI  1L 

Poat-qfie«  Patronage.— St  Indem,  toL  6. 

Potomae  Rivtr  Bridg4.—8u  Jiutav  toL  6L 

Poma,  VTiLLiAM  W.,  BepreaentatlTo  from  PeaaHjrlvaala, 

460:  <ui  the  deatti  of  CUlejr.  Ol 
Pom^  Datid^  Jb.,  Bapreamtattvo  from  Pmb^jItbiiI^  1^ 

ML  A«/n^ToIi.11,lS. 
Poteen  ofth4  Gorsmm&at—Set  Indtm,  ToL  11 
Power  4ffOtoPre»idmt  to  origtMU  JBmiOM.  Sm  Mm, 

ToL  11,  TWriM  JRaatoi. 
Pbatt,  Zadock,  Bepresentattre  fhnn  New  Totk,  410. 
Pr«-«mpiion  RlghU.—Se»  Irndtx,  Tola.  T,  10,  IL 
PBonsB,  Jonx  IL,  BepieaentBtiTO  from  Hew  Jontr,  4lfc 
PBsmsi,  SAMtTBL,  Senator  frwiTennont,  S8S;  oa  thaT» 

uont  Antt-fflanrr  Beac^nttou^  <U;  oa  doema^  W; 

OB  printing  aaU-elaTotr  petition*,  7S0;  tm  flw  VUt- 

sippi  eleetkm,  028.  8m  IndMS,  rOi.  II,  11 
pBBitrms,  SxioBAiiT  &.,  BepreKntatlTe  from  ID^irippI, 

080;  against  a  rote  of  thaaki  to  the  Speaker,  T6EL 
PrfmU/rom  For^gn  Powrt.—SM  Indoti,  ToL  U. 
PretoaU  to  MinisUrt.—B»4  ItuUa\,  loL.  %, 
PrMtdtney,  meoaqr      uSea  Index,  yoL  L 
PruidenOal  DocuiK«mi.—8M  Atdem,  toL  U 
iVarfdaaUaf  AeMea^Ia  the  Hooae,  t«pwl  on  nai*  el 

prooeodinf  to  oonnt the  votea  (br  Pre8MMrt,9M;  ntm 

ot  person*  not  eompetent,  865 ;  oomitiog  the  Totc%  tX; 

Mr.  Tan  Bnren  notlfled,  S85. 
ProHdemUalSleeUonin  Ue  f  mM-Ae /lufeaK,  toIs.  8^  U 
PsBBTOK,  WiLLUM  C,  OD  the  Kqwoglog  Booolntioa,  1ST,IS8; 

on  Mexican  aflktn,  100 ;  on  ecpyrl^it  to  foteifBci^  1S& 

184;  on  Ijfsaa  IndQBideBe^  tOS;  on  pnatpoalif  tha 

fiNiMh  iBBtahMBt,  8M;  oa  the  aab-'naBaoiT.  4SI;  aa 

BbtdiUea  petWom,  638;  on  C*lbonn<a  BeMrfntSoa^  5«, 
-008,688;  ontboTermont  Aatl-Shverr  Beeolotbna, <Ift; 

on  treasnry  Bot•^  6T6;  on  the  foorth  instalment  TU, 

T14  Aa /MdMEv  Tol.  IS. 
Prtntotu  QmitU>ri.—St*  Index,  rob.  1, 4,  S, 
PrinUttff  Old  JountaU^—See  Index,  vol  11 
Prinitmff,  piibUo,-8ie  India,  roL  11 
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Pritatar*.—8i»  Hdtm,  nil.  4,  & 

ToLT. 

pTMptrUy  tftkt  Qm»trff,—SM  Mm,  vol.  IL 
PnUetht  DvUm-S—  Jndtm,  voL  1,  ud  Jndtm^  Tola.  6, «, 

IhitUt  on  ImporU. 
PretMtttftks  Pr4»id4tU.—SHl»dmtroLli. 
fnMi  of  HMMdiBwtti  Braaton  aplHt  tb*  adoptim  of 

the  SipoB^af  BMohittai,  ISflL 
PMftlfd  AiiMfiiffa^^  Jndtat,  Tob.  ^  T. 

nipHNMnff  af.—Bf  /futev  voL  la 
AiMfd  Smpm>dtlMrtt.—Sf  i»dtK,  toL  11. 
AMte  A!p«)Mlli>rM^LeU«r  of  tho  BMTvtair  or  tbo  TiMS- 

«r,4«l 

AiftlloZmiA^  tfMrCMlMi  ^]>n>eM(l*,  <<«— In  the  IIoom, 
ftrMohitiMinUttTeto,ooDsldered,St;  the  tm*  qaMtlon 

Ib  the  Boute,  Iwro  to  lotrodnM  *.  bill  asked,  fll ;  ob- 
joct  to  conUnw  tho  dlstribnUon  with  tbe  StatM,  <1 ; 
MaeitdtMiit  oflsnd  to  tba  bill,  in ;  loat,  I<1 ;  Kraand- 
moBt  to  tbo  UD  auilad,  laa. 

C*wlm^— lA  tko  Swatas  *pr(voaItl«&  nbUreto, 
m;  tba  bin  Wd  OB  tb«  table,  IBL 

Tba  bUl  to  proUMt  hIm  azoept  to  aetnal  Mttlera,  kn^ 
oMuidond,  1(» ;  tho  great  prindplo  tftbo  but  ta  to  amrt 
moDopollee  of  the  pablle  lands,  and  limit  sales  to  aetaal 
sattlm,  109 ;  la  this  prindpl*  neh  as  lb  reooiamand  It 
to  the  Senator  109;  erUsorthe  esUUngSTatem,  110;  a 
moiiopolr  of  Its  laada  tho  graatest  l^Jtury  to  a  oovitiy, 
UOi  ^riuthaaflwOOTwrnwUgalwdlyiettOBwdaat 
lU;  dataUs  of  tho  Wl,  IIL 

JVMiiHrtlM  M  .MmI  AMfmr-In  tho  Beoatflb  ft  torn 
to  grant,  A&,eOHldBTo4W;  aaaendmant,  CM 

The  bni  to  redoee  aad  gradnato  tho  prieo  of  con- 
aldorod,  UI ;  ameDdmanta  moTOd,  Ut ;  carried,  661 ; 
bm  ordered  to  a  third  leading.  Ml ;  one  of  two  ooarace 
of  poller  ought  to  be  porsoed  la  r^ard  to  the  pablle 
)aiids,6a;  adhere  to  tho  pnaeat  laws,  or  make  a  cessloo 
to  tho  Ststaa,  Ml. 

In  the  House,  the  Booata  bQl  relativa  to  prennptlon 
•oaoMated,  ISt;  teaolotloM  ofllmd,  ni;  flw  bUl  to 
gndttto  the  priea  tO,  pull,  W;  %  raaitettoB oTIn- 
qulr7  reladre  to  tho  dbtrflmtton  of  the  prooeeds  e(  TSt 

5m  hidM,  Tola.  1,  S,  S,  6,  7, 10,  IS.  DidrfbvtiM  ^ 
iVMW«f«.-jiM  Mam,  vob.  10,  11,  IL  Pwduutn 
^.St»  AdM,  ToL  lOi  AwTiMfte  ^  Ho  JVtoe.— 
Sm  Indtm,  Tols.  8, 9. 
i>liMls  JroMy.-Aw  Intkm,  toL  11 
fartm  AkOtf  Jfavi/i-^  AOm,  toL  la 
PoiUK,  — t  B^reeeatatln  flnm  Mow  TflA,  aati 


RaOroadt,  aid  io^Sm  Hdm^  roL  la 

11. 

BAXDOLni,  JoaiPB  T,,  BepteaastatlTO  ft«n  Kew  Jonejr, 

4«a 

Jtoiaom,  pnxUMHM*  <Bt— iSm  AdM,  ToL  & 

KunsM,  Jaioh,  BopreabntatlTe  from  Isdlaaa,  4«;  <m 

poa^oBtBg  Oe  Ibnlh  IwetriMt,  «0;  oa  tnamy 

>otea,«& 
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JtelJUatt  Mtf  AwMi  «aJiw«fo»  4f:^SM  JiulM^  ToL  & 

Bns.  Jon,  BepreaentatlTo  ftom  Uamehmetta,  8, 40a 

BnTM,  Kxv.  Ub.,  ohoaan  chaplain  of  the  House,  714. 

BKfOHSK,  AwBtntM.  fiepreaentatlT*  from  North  Carolina, 
8, 46a  iSm  JndM,  toL  19. 

£ep<^on  themode  of  eoontlng  theToteBfurPtcsUoiit,S61  - 

StpnamttaUot^  rcMo  if.—SM  IndtK^  Tola,  ],  S,  4. 

XtprutitkMtH,  gnolifletUtM  <if.—Sf  /mt«^  toL  6^ 

JMffmaUoik,  tUnt  U  cmm  a  vaeanq/  t—JSttjHimB,  toL  1. 

JiMOftiMoiio&thodeoeaMOf  EUas  K.  Kue,S;  on  slftTOr 
poUtlont,  7 ;  to  admit  tho  IflchlgaD  BeproMotatiTe  as  a 
^aotator,  11;  on  slarerj  In  the  District  of  Cotombi^ 
andslaTerrpatltioiUiIS;  for  a  bast  of  Marshall,  14;  on 
the  parahasaof  books,  U;  on  an  InTeetlgatlon  of  the  do- 
poatt  baaks,  16-19;  on  thedoceaaeof  Blchatd  J.  Man- 
alBg,S8;  on  ahoUdoa  potitlou.  M,  >7, 98 ;  the  do- 
oaM«  4rfMadlaoBi8T,4t;  on  Texas  ladapeDdonco,  41^  99; 
OB  the  deana  ctK.  IL  GoIdshoion^M;oneomiiwrao 
and  narlgatioB,  fi7 ;  <m  the  treasniy  eiroular,  57 ;  et 
thaaks  to  the  Tloa  Presldont,  189;  oa  oonntiog  the 
Totea  fbr  President,  ate.,  186 ;  on  Madison's  p^ton,  196 ; 
ralatlTe  to  tho  land  lawa,  198 ;  of  thanks  to  tbo  Fretident 
pro  lam,  of  tho  Senate,  SOD ;  oa  the  decease  of  David 
Dleksoo,  911 ;  to  reloaaa  tho  Statea  from  the  paTmaat  of 
thedap«)Blt,9U;  OBthoXzoOBtlvo  admlBfateatloa,  SU; 
OB  the  deceaaa  of  John  OoOeo,  Ul ;  on  tho  deecMO  ^ 
Omtt  L.  Kianaid.  SIS;  on  the  PtMldsnt's  Mewn^ 
919;  on  tho  cxtoBdon  <^  tba  ponBlOBa]ralom,S>C;  «n 
the  right  of  potltiwB,  99ft;  of  thanks  to  the  Spacer,  «8B; 
of  relief  to  Urs.  Susan  Decatur,  996;  reUUre  to  the 
aoene  In  the  eommlttee  room,  908;  on  the  mode  of 
oonntlng  thoTOtea  fbr  PresideBt,9GB;  reUtlTe  to  tbo 
poUtion  Cram  Blaras,  363, 969, 971;  of  oauBie  of  Hr.Ad' 
ams,  978, 974, 930, 981,  989;  rolatiTO  ts  B,  M.  Thttnar, 
991,997,804,8011  lelaUT*  to  BotMoTtU  United  Btataa 
Bank,  S14;  lalattTO  to  tho  depoaU  banks^  881;  on  the 
decesaa  of  Jamea  Standlfcr,  489 ;  on  the  pigment  of  qte> 
do  to  members,  409;  on  refbrtnea  <tf  the  Preddont^ 
Hesaage,  469;  on  the  order  of  bulneas,  469;  on  the 
United  Statea  and  Mexico,  468;  on  annexation,  46B;  on 
the  decease  of  Senator  Eonl^  600;  on  expnngii^COft; 
of  Mr.  (Uhoun  on  aUTOtr, 067,078;  «o<a, 60S;  ^Mr. 
Cl«7  reUtiTe  to  abolition,  C88;  on  tho  MissMppl  olcettoB. 
618^  616, 691;  on  Canada  aflUn,  010;  on  tbe  dUtrlbntlaB 
or  books,  «9;  OB  the  deee«M  of  J.  Clll«r,  689;  IM;  « 
iBTeatlgatlngtboeauMOf  thedsathof  Clller,«8»;«a 
the  daeoaso  of  Tlmothj  J.  Carter,  964 ;  <»  the  deocaae  of 
Isaae  MeKlm,  606;  relaUro  to  Texas,  609;  relatire  to 
tho  dflooase  of  Joab  Lawler,  606 ;  resdndlng  tbo  treaanry 
Older,  680 ;  on  books  fbr  memben,  681 ;  oa  the  north- 
eaBtonbonndBrr,6S8;  on  tbedeoaase  of  Wra.  Patter- 
•oa,  701;  of  Andrew  T.BmrB,  701;  on  the  rights  of  the 
BoBtta,  709,706;  oaalaTerjr,  718;  onftitUl^  ofoaoMbK 
tlomlraoelntlona,n8;  mi  flnaBrial  pall(7,Ilfr;  on  the 
Brmah  oattage  at  Sdikaaar,  TIB;  relattn  to  the  Monroe 
doctrine,  T16;  on  tho  WlaconslB  eleottoa,  T16;  on  pablle 
laada,  717 ;  on  money  received  ftom  eastoms,  710 ;  rela< 
tlTc  to  proceeds  of  public  Uada,  780;  on  tba  UbenUim 
of  Amerioan  slaTaa,  TSS ;  r«Utire  to  Janua  BaBWiy,  746; 
of  thanks  to  tho  Speaker,  768. 

B€lr4ntlmmt.—Stt  Mm,  toL  Ifli 

JtaoMM  Aiufc.-^  the  BoBate,a  UnAwOe  nBOinIo( 
eoMUered,49& 

J?«e«HM  CMaeNMa  Xl^Stt  JTmB^hathm. 

BtvtMi*,  «o8«eM«f»  lndm\  toL  IL 

JtSMitM  Ciat»r*.—SM  I»dta>.  toL  4. 

ileeeMM,  rtdneMom  «f.—Sf  Mta,  Ttd.  19. 

Jwswita,  atwybM.— In  the  Houaa,  a  report  on,  948;  btH  to 
raduoe,  949;  mottoa  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
aadHe«Bi^M8;  Important  maanio,  949;  will  eraato  a 
panlelnthe  eoBntiy,S49;  la  It  a  pai^  measarer948; 
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wlutdowtke  SoereUry  ot  the  Tre««nry  wy,  but  that 

the  TeToDDs  wlU bll  ihortf  890;  motion tu on  the 
ubifl  lost,  z6a 

Kindt  <(f  Man«y  Jbr.— la  tho  Beiut«,  notice  Ibr  leave 
to  brin;  In  a  bill,  MO;  the  bill  Introduced,  MIT;  the 
President  recommends  goli  uidrilrerezelnslvelT',  861; 
•Sect  of  the  roMlnUon  of  1818,  S«;  tite  bin  oMast  ■«■- 
■Ion,  MS;  Its  principles,  M6;  wlut  is  at  this  nmntnt 
the  mgrMlow  attitude  in  vhlofa  the  Ooverament  U 
placed  to  vards  the  peoplo  ?  889 ;  a  state  of  things  not  to 
perpetuated,  M>;  divorce  of  bank  and  stato  ar« 
Mtdi-words,  800 ;  wa  are  told  of  the  inoonvenlenoe  of 
noelTing  an7  thin;  but  gold  and  sliver,  8T0;  tho  eur- 
rencf  should  be  Improved  fbr  the  benefit  of  the  people 
as  w«n  as  the  Oovemment,  M9 ;  tendency  «rf  the  drcu- 
ladoB«f  tha  predoiu  matals,  as  stated  by  the  Prcstdent, 
S70;  "liwrem  fli*  aaft^  «f  bank  paper,"  811;  the 
measnre  proposad  almost  received  the  Dnaalmoas  eon- 
■ent  of  tiia  teat  CongrtM,  STl ;  lla  aAranlagea,  871 ;  It 
would  ieenro  a  sound,  stflMo,  and  eonTaaleat  cnrrenoT', 
STS ;  the  snb-Treasary  Mbtow  ■qnlols  towards  a  trean- 
niy  bank,  STS ;  will  yon  o^anlsa  sach  a  great  iwMwyad 
machIne?8T9;  qnestton  Involved  In  the  bin, 878;  bill 
ordered  to  a  saooDd  reading;  ST4. 
JtCPolirffM,  MMtsra  Adii^  Tola.  U,  11.  SBd /jufcj; 

Mtvoivllon,  turvivlHff  afft/itrt  <(f.-~S»4  Imdt^  voL  0. 
SMotiMtmaty  Jtoualy  lAinOtrSf  tndta,  Tol.  Bl 
SmolnHcnapj/  CtaUM.—Sea  /ndtm^  toL  13. 
Rtvotutionary  Ptntion  i^iUtn.—SM  Indm,  vol  P. 
SvTKOLDS,  Jomf,  Eepreoontatlva  (h>m  lUInols,  i.  8u  In- 
dM,  voL  li, 

BuTXOLsa,  Jmkph,  BepresentaUn  from  New  York,  8 ;  on 

deporita  with  tha  Blatai,  tl4 
Rmbtt,  B.  BABinnu,  Bepresentatlva  from  Bonth  Carolina, 

490;  00  traaaniy  notes,  dH;  ra  the  Tnamr  Hots  bill, 

EnS;  on  the  attaek  on  the  Oardlna,  StSL 
Bhods  lAind,  admltMon  qf.^SM  Judex,  voL  1. 
BAoOs  Itland,  voU  tat  President  In  18M,  380. 
BiORAKDSoiT,  JoHX  P.,  BepToaentativ*  from  Sonth  Carolina, 

r^iFLKT,  ELEanB'W.,BepresentaUTefroDi  t<oaIaUna,4,Ml; 
on  slavery  petitions,  6;  oa  the  Ezaentlva  administra- 
tion, its. 

BiTxs,  Fkakcb     BepreaentaUvefhHn  Virginia,  4M. 

BtTxa,  Ttlliam  C,  bis  onbatltnte  reUtlTe  to  the  treasury 
cirentar,  04;  on  the  treasnry  clrenlar,  05;  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  CotoDiutlon  Bodety,  1M;  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, 880;  on  the  kinds  of  money  for  revenne,  88T;  on 
the  snb-Treasnry  hill,  402 ;  on  the  Independent  treasnry, 
OS;  on  the  fourth  Instalment,  Ttl.  jSss  Inden,  toL  12. 

Jbode  and  CUnaU,  »»rMg$/br:S»0  Indm,  toL  T. 

Xoad/imnPHroUtoCMoairo^  do./ivm  Peiuaaetalo  St. 
Avfffuttnt;  da.  fnm  Owrgla  to  Sea  (Mmm.— i8s« 
IndM,  voL  S ;  dot,  f»  Arkaiuat,—8t«  Indtm,  toL  t. 

Road*,  PtMt.—SM  IndKB,  vols.  8,  T. 

Jkods,  Port,  repair  of,  in  JflttMippL—SM  IndM,  toL  8. 
Xoad*  in  JStatM  or  Tu-rUorttt,  df^rmos  behMen.—Se« 
Tois.  9, 1ft 

Boijnt,  JonK,  B^reeentatlTe  from  Tli^nta,  & 

Boan,  Jonv  J.,  Senator  tUm  Virginia,  888;  on  abditlon 

petMoDS,  MT:on  the  Vermont  Ant)-Blav«ry  reeolnttans, 

818;  on  book  purchases,  77& 
BoBBim,  ASHBX,  on  Hadlson^  papm.  IH;  Benator  fMm 

Bhode  Istend,  880 ;  on  books  for  members,  88T.  As  In- 

dM,  Tola  B-13. 

BonnTSOB,  Jotm,  Bepresentatlve  from  Virginia,  8,  MO;  on 
report  on  abolition  potWons,  95;  on  the  oensore  of  Hr. 
Adams,  274;  on  di^HWltawith  the  SUIee,8U,n8i  on 
trMMirynotea,4SS;  ontholNm  of  traasury  notw^  BP8t 
614,  ns,  5m  IndM,  toL  11. 


BoBtmov,  Joan  IL,  Benator  from  nUnd^SMl  StJkdm, 

vols.  11.  U. 

BoQsns,  Janni,  BepresentatJve  from  Booth  CaroUna,  &. 
BuoouEB,  JoDH,  Senator  from  Uaino,  ISO;  on  neutral  nia* 

tlona,  818;  on  the  deesaii  of  Timothy  J.  Cartet;  IH. 

S»4  Adeai,  vol  11 
JMes,  ammdment  qfi—BM  Indem,  Tob,  1, 10;  It 
BoxBsr,  Edwabd,  Efpreetntative  ftora  Kentmfcy,  488;  » 

■tsam  narigatlan,  T4IL 
BnULL,  Datw,  BepmeatatlTa  fHm  Bow  Toik,  I,  M. 
SiftM  Titaty  In  flU  Jtort  wf^  contrmmHtrnf  <fj-tm 

Index,  toL  Ift 


S 

^  2My  otul  .rUUiiff  Awilr.P^  AdcRV  ToL  flC  iMIsa, 
SaLTOitaTALi,  L,  Bepresentattve  Item  Massachnsatta,  8M. 
Sabta  Amxa,  his  letter  to  President  Jadaen,  UK. 
BawmiMk,  nUt/^,—^  IndtOy  toL  S. 
Sawm,  Sawnn.  T.,  Be^eaeBtatlTe  flnn  Berth  CMta^ 
400. 

Son*  in  a  CbmmUtM  £oont.— In  tke  Honae,  Indulgetafcr 
anexirianattonaAed,S98;  statement  of  Um  €UU,m\ 
sxtraet  from  the  Journal  of  the  cofnmlttea.  W;  the 
aetual  oeeurrenee  on  the  oeeasloo  rekted,  8S8l 

How  the  proceedings  of  the  eemmtttan  knoa  keen 
misrepresented,  £80;  sUtement  la  detatt,  188;  eOw 
statements  made,  S8K,  168;  Mi. 

SoEUBOE,  FuKDiKaxD  8.,  riniiiiaiiiitall I II  flniu  TTiib  Jmmj. 
8.  Bet  Indm,ftiL\% 

Seheot  landt^Set  Zndm,  loL  lOi 

Stamtn^JSutlifH  nwrdkonl— iarfsi^  Toi  & 

AoNM*,  jirofeeHots  4^--iSm  iiulM;  Tela  %  4. 

Aof  ^  Awernment— iS*a vols.  1, 1,  ^  & 

Stertt  Proettdin^  pMieation  pf.—Stt  Mm,  toL  *. 

Stdition  Xowo/ITDS.— £m  rots.  4,  K,  t,  and  A««^ 

toL  %  D^tnttvt  Mtamrta  and  StdOtomt  Pra^tcm. 

Semiiwlt  TTiir,— In  tlie  Honae,  a  bill  making  apfnpriatlen 
to  suppress  hostilities,  conalderad,  11;  tbdr  4>|nda> 
Uoos,  11;  Dense  of  the  dtstnilianee^  18;  nuifllj  tK 
speedy  action,  12 ;  Indeflnite  ehanoter  oftkn  ^imria 
Hon,  11;  l]ghtonttean%}eetderir«d,U;rtat  mOi 
grounds  for  the  annopriaUonr  14. 

In  the  Senate,  the  bQl  approfxiaKBg  tat  mppeesdai 
of  Indian  hostilltiee,  ooneldered,  889 ;  the  aervlee  eflhe 
Oovemment  and  character  of  the  country  eaJBnlBg  fm 
want  of  the  pavsge  of  this  bHU  899 ;  Osceola,  8« ;  ebr- 
aeter  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  883 ;  <ih)«  lUsnabls 
conne  adopted  towards  Boss,  888 ;  bla  pretietJap,  8BI; 
position  of  the  admloktnition  upon  this  Indian 
delfeatn  ud  peculiar,  864;  ftattte  raonsks,  IBfc 

Ititsaldaflrandwaa  oomndtlod  tm  tlm  VtaUnln- 
dten*  is  tha  treaty  tat  tkeir  mnora^  88S;  wkmm  1»- 
•eated,  685;  narraUve  of  the  cauMB  wUA  M  ta 
Seminole  war,  tSk 

StnUnolt  War.—SetIndM,-nLi. 

8»naU  eonvenee  at  9d  sesston  94th  Congreat,  4B;  eauTinss 
at  estra  session  of  IB87, 880 ;  a^JooRia  at  oloaa  ti  eaba 
session  of  1887,  458;  eonrenee  at  Sd  aearion  of  Clk 
OoBgresa,  644, 

SBBonaBT,  Jonx,  Xepreientativn  fron  Penn^rt*"'*!^ 
,  As  A(fei^ToIs.0,<,T,8,lMS. 

BsnsBtAimosn  H.,  Delegate  from  Arkanasa,  4;  Saunlar 
from  Arkansaa,  ti^  818,  BD6;  m  dualling,  <»;  on  tha 
tennre  of  Jwlges  in  Teerltoriai,  681.  Aa  MasToh. 
10, 11, 19. 

BBTKOtTB,  WntiAM,  Bepreeentattve  from  Hew  Toik,  8. 
Snonn,  Dantnt,  BepnsaatatlTe  from  PoaMrlradB,  dML 
SBiruts  OuABias,  B^pnMitrilT*  fan  Koett  Gsnfaa, 
481; 
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BnvABD,  WiuuM  BapMMDWlTe  turn  Horth  CwoU- 
Ba,&  5m  A4tMV  Toll.      11,  IS. 

Sbspfekd,  Aoaiwrixi  H.,  BapT«MnUUT«  from  North  Car- 
«UiM,8,4«a.  «M  ToU.  f,  10,  It,  U 

BnBLi%  K.  KopMMDUtlTo  from  TeniMnae,  <  Ml ;  on 
tiia  CM  «f  Jmboi  KvwB,  m 

Bann^  Viuiah  EeprtntotlTO  ftom  K«ir  J«fM]r,  S. 
/9m  /iMtei,  ToL  IS. 

Smrtn,  HAmiut,  BeprewntaU'r«  from  Ohio,  HI. 

StBUT,  Uabk  H.,  B«prawatotlTo  from  Nev  York,  MO ;  on 
pettponing  the  foorth  iatUlmont,  474 

SiOKWt  NwaoLia,  B«prM«iitfttlvo  frtna  Hew  Toik,  t. 

But,  Milten  /Mte,  vol  IL 

SMBtng  ^MuL—Su  Ad<av  toL  IOl 

aap*r  CMnofu— In  ths  Bouto,  poUttom  flir,  ptMnt«d, 
138;  thto  wut  mmti  IIm  d%rapatUointe  nluo 
batWMii  goM  and  tilTer,  189;  heDM  sUtw  oiportBd,  188 ; 
Mtieltf  aot  MOMd  bjr  exitortAtlon,  T88;  lUvef  mo*t 
nlublofiir  oxpoi^TSS;  no  ooueitf,  138;  raull  paper 
BotM  hm  mado  ehango  aearea,  789;  ImportaUon  noir 
la  alouKt  exoIiulTel7  pM,  788 ;  object  of  the  petlUon- 
era  to  obtain  a  nipply  of  ehaoge  Initead  of  ihtaplaatera, 
TM;  aiUar  aad  bUU  of  1884^  7M;  lepoft  of  the 
eeeMtM7«(tba  Twaairy,WII,T*l;  aUaptaatara  axpel 
tOfn,  in  i  ftirther  detaU,  TM, 

BuB^  VtixLui,  KapraaaatattTo  fton  Taimo^  I;  MO;  ea 
tbe  aboUtloa  of  aUTerri  M8. 

iSbiMry,  acMon  t^MtaMa.—S»»  lAdtm,  toL  8,  OrfUnamcs. 

Saverg  in  DUUHe*  of  CWtwiMil.— In  the  Hooaa,  peU- 
tlena  pnaented,  fi;  laid  on  the  table,  S;  ftuthor  petl- 
tlona,  9;  motion  not  to  reoelra,  6;  Improprtety  of  intro- 
dndnc  them  here,  8;  Totee  eqnlToeal,e;  motion  to  n- 
eoBslder,  8;  tight  of  petlUoB  aaered,  8;  eara  ahonU  be 
taken  to  nlliv  ptibUe  telln^  8 ;  Anmet  motim  nlaitn- 
dentood,  8;  tW  qoaaUon  naat  be  mat  new  or  «t  aome 
ftatUTe  time,  7 ;  deaire  to  agitato  the  qneatlon,  7 ;  motion 
to  rooonslder  Ud  oA  the  table,  T, 

BeaoIntlonB  on  tha  nbjaot,?;  mottoi  to  reoonsJder 
the  vote  leftrriDj  «  petition,  7;  idle  to  attempt  to  arold 
thia  eDbJeet  by  107  partlunentarr  roantravre,  8;  neeoa- 
alt7  of  quieting  the  anxle^  on  the  anltfoet,  S ;  what  the 
Tote  will  abow,  8 ;  the  only  way  to  get  rid  of  the  qnea- 
tlm,  8;  hew  dUpaaed  of  IbniMriy,  fl^  t;  piaunt  Mlon, 
t;  dbqiMloa  wUl  MIew, »;  whnt  beeomea  of  the  In- 
ModlaryapMobaalf  tboygotothepnbUorS;  thlaanb- 
lact  la  M  aflUr  of  yonra,  10 ;  nothing  aattaiy  the  South 
but  the  Indignant  rajection  of  theea  petittooa,  10. 

Tfbo  are  theoe  petltlonenf  10;  their  condition,  10; 
qneatlon  of  reeontfderatloa  earrled,  10;  motion  to  Uy 
the  peUUon  on  the  lahla,  11 ;  enrrUd,  IL 

BeaolntionB  oflbred,  It;  qneatlen  taken  and  oarried, 
18;  the  report  of  the  aoleot  oMnmUte^  8i;  not  one 
gmmd  tB  the  whole  lepMt  t»  Bo«theni  aua  to  net  a 
•>ot  ttpon,  84;  abudonmant  of  the  rl^la  of  the 
eo«lfc,M;  the  report  oagbt  la  bo  printed,  18;  it  yields 
ereiT  thing  the  aboIIUonUta  eonld  have  expeeted,  Stk 

Motion  to  reeoounlt  with  lutnetloiia,  te.,  SO ;  ahonld 
print  It,  SO;  every  thing  not  aoiranderad  to  the  aboli- 
Uonlata,  S8;  the  mimber  of  Demoriah,  S8;  greet  moral 
eaaaee  at  woA  in  IhTor  of  the  Sooth,  M;  the  power  of 
CeapaaalBOe  1>latrlot,«;  anrarytU^  operating  A- 
TonUy  iw  the  8«nth,  88;  ftirther  daUta^  87;  Oiat  raao* 
lallon  adopted,  87;  eoeoad  reatdntlMi  nd<^>ted,  89 ;  third 
Bd<q>ted,S8L 

In  the  Senate,  a  memorial  ^  the  grand  jnry  of  Wach- 
ington,  protMtlBg  agalnat  the  Intarftreoee  of  dtiiena  of 
diatant  Btatea  with  sUtoit  In  the  Dlatriot,  US ;  moHon 
to  print  an  extra  nnmber,  US;  It  takae  the  right  ground, 
U6;  Is  the  anhieet  matter  prcper  br  Oongraaa  to  enter* 
lata,  108 ;  U  wonld  lead  to  the  belW  that  Genvraai  was 
■bmt  to  Mt  m  the  anltfoat,  Ue. 


Uemoriala  ttaa  Indiana  preaented,  ISO;  notion  to 
reeelTO  laid  on  the  table,  187, 188. 

In  the  House,  petitions  tbr,  preaented  and  laid  on  the 
tabu,  SH;  otheis  preaented,  SU;  petition  of  Boatbem- 
era,  SCO;  nothing  about  alnveir.SSB;  laid  on  the  table, 
BO;  other  petltlone  preaented,  and  a  motlM  to  sn^end 
Oa  rale,  881 

Petlthns  frMn  ftmates  of  twentyel^  towna  In  Hew 
HunpaUn,  S«3;  laid  on  the  table,  SML 

Petition  Aram  Frederioksbnrg,  Virginia,  U8;  to  step 
the  ilaTe-tmde  In  the  District,  288, 

PeUUon  from  twenty-two  slaTe^  SOS ;  what  shaU  be 
done  with  It  f  S« ;  first  inataooe  of  the  kind,  SW;  aboald 
be  anmmarUy  dealt  with,  864;  such  Infraetton  of  the 
?iiba  sboold  be  punished,  S87 ;  rales  suspended,  867; 
motion  to  lake  the  Frednlekrtnirg  peUUon  from  the 
table  and  letars  It  to  Its  anthot%  887;  amendment 
moved  relative  to  the  prcaantatton  of  a  peUUon  from 
alarea,  XS3 ;  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  S<8;  an 
abuse  of  the  right  of  petition  to  present  pepen  Indla- 
olmioately,  943;  too  many  seek  to  hide  their  t^tatoH 
on  the  aboUttoi  <rf  slavery,  under  a  denial  of  the  rl|^t 
of  petition,  808;  an  aoMndment  ollared  relative  to  oon- 
tempt  <rf  the  House,  848;  b  there  the  power  or  the  will 
to  this  Honae  to  dIaeonnteiHmna  an^  pfoeradlngi  1 881; 
Uie  molntlOB  stataa  two  BMta,  are  th|y  se  r  SOB. 

The  charges  made  against  me,  STO ;  attempt  to  pr^ 
aent  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  praying  for  tbelr  emso- 
dpation,S70;  who  knows  that  this  U  an 7  STO;  what  Is 
the  deotslon  of  the  llouaef  870;  why  are  we  almost 
dally  drawn  Into  the  eonsldemtian  of  abatnet  and  Im- 
pracUoabla  sufclaets,  S70 ;  views  under  which  lb.  Ad- 
ams aets,  871 ;  eharlty  for  his  age,  871 ;  win  we  Uve  np 
to  the  agraeneat  wa  have  made  with  oax  Boitham 
btethien?  871;  an  attempt  to  Intndnee  a  petttloa 
from  slaves  no  trifling  matter,  271 ;  other  rMolattoos, 
S7L 

The  proceedings  the  eflb«t  of  the  reeolutiona  on  this 
anbjeet,  S79;  bound  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  thia 
body,  873;  the  Union  salt,  STl ;  the  venerable  member 
boand,S78;  Ihia  anljeotongbtBottobe  dlaeamed  bf 
Boo  them  nembaca,  878 ;  diaensslen  had  eonttnaed  until 
aaeltoment  had  riini  to  the  highsat  pinA,87B;  wbathar 
the  peUttea  waa  a  Jeat  or  not  Us  eondnct  waa  rapMhoa- 
sible,  S78. 

Beeolatlona  of  eensnre  of  Hr.  Adams  considered,  818; 
be  did  not  present  the  peUtlon  of  slaves,  874 ;  explana- 
tion, S74;  modlflosUwi  of  the  reeolutions  offered,  S74 ; 
explsaatien  should  be  ssUslhctory,  S7ft:  the  resolattim, 
879;  the  explanation  does  not  prove  the  propriety  of 
his  eourae,  876;  dUhrence  of  opinion  aa  to  this  omum 
to  be  punned  STB;  tbo  South  aot  well  nndentood, 
fT5;  did  the  member  from  MsswehnsetU  vWato  say 
parliamentary  rule  1 878;  was  It  an  offense  to  give  color 
to  the  Idea  that  slaves  possaM  the  ri^t  of  paUttonr 
874;  howgenUemen  seek  to  Jostlfy  their  ci»ia^S70; 
oar  great  Aindameutal  rights,  876 ;  thcM  rights  assaUcd 
In  the  denunelatio&s  of  tbe  North,  877;  can  the  sentt* 
ments  of  a  portion  of  the  pe<9le  In  tbe  non-alaveholttnf 
Btatea  be  a  eilme  r  877 ;  the  right  of  peUOon  aot  a  right 
given  by  the  oonatitatton.  8TT;  wiU  thaae  aagrj  attadta 
okeek  the  spread  «r  the  diMVPnbatten  of  ilavarr  r  818 ; 
the  right  of  petition  4>pertaiBa  to  the  penoa  of  the  pe* 
tiUooer,  8T8 ;  further  debate,  878. 

Tbe  reeolntioa%  880;  aot  true  that  all  mea  have  the 
right  to  peUUoa  the  Oovemment,  381 ;  ottjcct  of  the 
AbolltioBlsIa,  881;  the  reaolntion  of' the  Hooae  rclaUva 
totheeepetiUoBa,SSl;  Ito  extont,8Sl;  wrong  to  ratae 
tbe  qnsaUMi  whether  davea  eon  poUUoa,  881 ;  the 
duBie  of  oShMa  too  vagoe  to  JasUJy  a  veto  of  oaiaBMt 
868;  lagd  ri^  oTIbe  aUvo,  S8S;  ahaiaeter  «r  Oaaa 
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pvUUoiu,  S89 ;  modification  of  the  Miwadment,  2SS ; 
prerloas  qa«Btlon  mored  and  not  Mconded,  3SiL 

Flnt  question  before  the  HonM  was  whether  tlier 
would  receive  a  petition  ftom  aUvea,  388;  reawna 
tlgned  for  not  reoelvftig  their  petition,  188;  petition  k 
right  glren  hy  the  Ood  of  natore  to  eTeiy  man  when 
cnatod,88S;  a  petition  la n rappUcstloD, 984 ;  thU right 
does  not  depend  npon  condition  or  diaracter,  8M ;  onee 
admit  tliat  the  right  of  peUtlon  U  limited,  and  Umlta- 
tlona  will  be  conBtantlj  added,  389 ;  doea  It  depend  on 
the  power  to  grant  the  reqneetT  S89;  the  rMolntlone 
which  have  been  olhred,  tS5;  when  joa  charge  otliera 
with  erimea,  beanreof  jronr  flu3ta,S8<;  threats  of  an  In- 
dletment,  898;  the  member*  of  thia  Hania  amenable  to 
a  grand  Jnrr  for  words  apokon  Indebntal  96T;  flrat  re- 
qseat  of  tl«  Bpeakar  of  the  Honw  oC  Cammoa*,  S8T ; 
not  to  bo  Intimidated,  SS7;  am  I  to  b*  AniiMl  foflty 
glTlDg  eolor  to  an  Idea?  &88;  the  reeolntlou dues  not 
answer  mj  qaeatlon,  S8S ;  It  tnma  npon  the  man,  SSS ; 
the  second  reaolnUon  asobBtltDte  Ibr  all  the  others,  S89; 
not  conscious  of  having  given  the  least  panicle  of  offence 
to  the  Honse,  239;  adjoninment  morod  and  loat,9S9; 
motlm  to  lay  on  tho  table  moved  and  loaUSSS;  reao- 
Intiona  rcjeeted,  SDft 

PetltkHMpraaentedgBSB;  mottos  to  Ii^  <»  tht  table, 
earflodiDK;  othata preaeated,  S99;  qneatlon  of  recep- 
tion, carried,  00& 

In  tbo  Senate,  petltlona  presented,  HOT ;  Is  this  feeling 
on  the  Increase  r  fiST ;  not  on  the  increaae,  S9T ;  grows 
ont  cft  a  spirit  of  ftnatlelam,  657 ;  no  condliaturf 
ootUM,  no  temporlslog,  6BI;  oommitteo  of  th«  District 
MtooiiatttntedtoG(HisldiertliI»aDl!)«ot,6BTi  Itlaaaked 
irtUalncreMO  of  petlttona  does  not  uiia  fhnn  ■  belief 
that  the  rl^  of  peUtion  la  Invaded,  008;  limits  of  thla 
right,  DOS;  better  meet  the  potltlonen  at  onoe,  and  nr 
the/  have  no  right  to  oomo  here  on  thla  snt^eot,  SOS ; 
their  pmjer  Is  reasonable,  temperate,  Jnst,  008 ;  no  rea- 
•on  for  nrglng  their  reception  bat  to  produoe  excite- 
ment, 090;  men  of  all  parties  concur  In  these  petitions, 
000;  aentlments  of  New  Hampshire,  000;  to  receive 
and  report  wonld  not  InereMO  ezeltoment,  Kit;  It  is 
the  il^t  of  peUtlon  Is  violated,  C»;  nothing 
gained  by  dlaoDSSion  hen,  080;  paat  course  of  the  Ben- 
•t«,DOD;  win  control  poUtleal  parties  at  the  North,  0«0; 
ftirther  debate,  061 ;  laid  on  the  table,  503. 

Vermont  AtUt-Slatery  AsfohMtoiw.— Inftmona  libel 
on  the  Bonth,008;  the  nnl  ted  voice  of  Vermont,  0C8 ; 
the  lime  bad  oome  to  determine  If  this  Union  waa  to  be 
diMolved,  008 ;  respect  dae  to  the  aonroe  whence  the 
nsolBtldos  oome^  M8 ;  memorial  withdrawn,  M, 

In  th«  Hovse,  motion  to  rofer  two  memorials  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Dktrlet,Be8;  possible  resolto  of  anch 
»  oonrae,  0U;  memben  from  Virginia  reqnested  to 
retire^  08<;  other  delegaOonsreqaeetedalsotSSi;  qneo- 
tlnts  of  order,  OM ;  Honse  a4)o>i"»i      i  ^^o*^  MO. 

Beaotntlon  to  lay  all  petitions  on  the  table,  088 ;  pro- 
ceedings, 008 ;  lesolntlon  adopted,  087. 

Jfr.  CaUuHM't  £««i(uNoMA— In  the  Senate,  rcsolo- 
tlons  ofltoed,  OSr ;  the  resfflntioiH,  W 1  note,  008 ;  object 
of  tha  raacdnUona,  008 ;  dealrahle  to  paaa  them  bj  a 
onanlmona  vote,  COO. 

That  wonld  abetractpw^wsitiwiarftlilinatBraeflbetf 
MO;  BO  measnre  oonld  be  considered  child's  plar  when 
all  that  was  dear  to  man  was  at  stake,  068 ;  duiger  of 
prododng  mischief  by  diacusBlon  of  the  resolntions, 
069;  was  it  not  better  to  meet  the  qnestlon  a  IltUe 
offenalTel/  than  not  to  meet  It  at  all  t  OTIX 

Connter  resolntions  offered,  610;  tiu  oread  of  the 
Abollthmlats  dlqtla/cd,  670. 

Season  Ibr  prnsing  tlw  losolatiMiB,  STO;  to  daolde  if 
any  nentral  ground  could  be  adopted  on  which  to  rally 


and  cheek  thla  btal  doctrine,  070;  moendmenta  mowd. 
671;  debate,  671,  Stt;  Tola  on  tbe  sepanUe  rrsnlnrliMi. 
677;  the  reeolntions  as  passed,  S7T. 

Why  strike  ont  the  words  peUHcat,  wtoral,  or  nlif. 
iimtt  Identical  langnage  of  the  AboHtlOKlata.  CT;  ttis 
thegnm»doBwhIditomeetthen,On;  tbafa^npMi 
scheme  of  universal  emandpatltn.  Sit;  aanwnhmt 
moved  to  the  third  Tesolntloo,670;  slavery  tatXinij  s 
domestic  qnestlon,  OTV ;  Harylsnd  and  Virginia  wodd 
never  have  ceded  if  they  imagined  this  qoestloa  wooU 
have  been  raised,  680;  reasons  for  Inaerttaig  tbo  wvfc 
proposed  to  be  atmck  ont,  060;  if  tUa  war  U-to  be 
translbnod  to  the  North,  wonld  yon  weaken  the  bfl«ds 

thoao  irtw  ilgfat  te  the  Booth  f  580;  OcMfdQof- 
«imnentbo«Bdtolce9''haBdBcfl;"6Bl;  cttctofth* 
amendment, 081 ;  ftirthor  amendment  oSsred,Ce8;  m- 
uwks,  083. 

Amendment  offered,  BS8 ;  all  clasees  of  men  an  tmpre- 
soriptiblo  right  above  all  government  to  the  ft*  p  daw 
of  speech  and  the  right  of  petition,  6S0 ;  amendment, 
adopted,  668 ;  what  Intended  by  the  original  resrtotlsoa, 
0S4;  abstraoUona,  034;  amendment  and  reseteUoH 
caanotatani  togeaer,884;  sotiroa  of  the  ameniliamt, 
600;  flnt  readatlon  embodies  the  pctaolplaa  d  malft- 
floatios,  660 ;  tbejr  contain  an  the  priBolidoa  of  the  aHea 
udaedltionlawa,6S0;  moUUm  to  tete  to  ■  aeleet  obb- 
mlttee,  688;  the  resolntions  swmme  tba  only  comfl- 
tntional  ground  which  can  give  poaco,  080 ;  the  msn 
adverse  to  the  ftnatic^  087;  extent  and  magnltBds  of 
the  present  danger,  537;  (list  ol^oet  to  Btsot  ths  dtease 
where  It  originated,  08& 

This  not  the  beet  eoorse  to  attain  tha  dealred  raoalts, 
688;  tide  the  great  centre  vt  a0tatioa,«98;  what  Ad 
we  gain  by  the  adoptiMi  of  tiio  rfl*(dntiaai?060 ;  what 
have  we  wltaeseed  the  preoent  oecarion  f  060;  on 
what  are  these  abetraetlona  to  opemte  1 660. 

The  resolntions  not  called  Oe> ;  AbcAttoniats  hare 
no  motive  to  dissolve  the  Union,  000 ;  ndagnldsd  pUkn- 
tfaroplslB,  600;  diaensston  chaHengad,B90;  netaesaaTB 
of  AboUtiwlsts  whUpered,  001. 

The  rasolotlOBB sennl and  Jnst,  BBl ;  therm  as  aa- 
swertotbspetttiona,001;  dedgna  of  the  i^tatws  Mt 
confined  to  the  District,  6*8 ;  what  is  tho  real  soarea  cf 
dangerf  009;  not  predict  the  iono  of  tha  stnig^at'' 
the  North,  OOS;  amendmenta  moved,  008;  fbarih  raee- 
latlon  adopted, COS;  the  fifth,  008;  difltnenee  with  the 
other  resolotiona,  608;  preeenia  the  laaae  in  this  Dis- 
trict, 604;  the  resolntlona  meet  tho  case,  8M;  so  kng  a 
slavery  eontlnnee  In  Ifarylaad  and  Vic^idB,  It  Is  vs4n  Is 
expect  lis  aboHtion  hen,  M. 

Vagite  and  general  ahstraotloBi^  5N;  thsuomnlH 
on  two  points  to  oairy  the  Beante  with  htm,  005 ;  It  ispoo- 
slblethegentleinanml^tbemistakeniOOO;  intaftmnes 
with  slavery  a  violation  of  pnbUe  fUth  to  Hat^aad 
and  Virginia,  600;  theee  reacdnUons  may  toad  to  In- 
crease excitement,  606 ;  oSlsred  to  revive  and  tally  the 
BUto  rights  party,  606 ;  nothing  needed  In  the  dave 
Statea  to  stimoUte  our  vlgilanee,  608;  three  daaam  of 
cases  ftir  the  exooiao  tf  tito  right  cT  pettttai,  qi;  It  k 
said  when  a  pstltloa  Is  moe  In  pomssrion  ef  the  JBmaH 
tha  rii^  has  been  pmetieaUy Mtfeined, 007 ;  it  lad 
theae  fknaties  are  beyimd  the  reach  of  any  aignsa^' 
tOT;  no  qqnehendta  for  the  safe^  <lt  the  Caiea,a7; 
other  resolnttops  oSbred,  003 ;  to  what  they  reUa,  808. 

The  prlndplo  taken  that  ooncesalcm  is  the  my  to 
meet  the  AboUUonists,  000;  what  U  there  atenlx  >■ 
the  mere  Ittct  of  reoalTlBg petitions, COS;  fartW debate, 
OOO^OOOi 

The  amoBdnMnt  othelr  ahandoM  tto  tntteriM  t* 
the  Ahidittonists,  601 ;  It  eoMsdea  tho  ri^  of  GsiVM 
to  ^fropriale  fluids  to  wsaadpate  dsTesiMl;  admlb 
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tk«  dn^  of  OoBgKM  to  mmItc  and  dbeoM  ■bollUon 
petlUoiw,  ttl ;  the  tow  asd  nbdned  tone  of  the  unend- 
meat,  Wt ;  npiy,  601,  601 ;  amendment  adc^ted,  <03 ; 
Tote  TseontldeTed,  MS ;  the  Itnt  part  {daces  darety  In 
the  DWilct  on  Its  troe  prindplea,  601;  motion  toaMke 
out  the  ioeond  part  eairled,  608. 

ITo  matter-of-Awt  or  ground  of  a^nme&t  on  wUch 
this  affirmation  of  pUghted  Uth  can  be  •nslabwd,  408; 
OongMM  has  •zdiuira  Jartadlotlon  orer  the  District, 
•06;  tkaStstae  naaUng  a*  ewshm  ezpeeted  Congnai 
to  Mnnlas  thla  Jnitsdletlon,  608. 
'  WonU  the  States  bare  coded  this  tanitoir  If  thej 
Bopposed  Congresi  wonid  make  It  an  ssylam  tor  Itagltlre 
aUTsar  608;  a  violation  of  Implied  Uth  to  abolish 
sUTcnr  In  this  District,  608. 

The  words  <rf  the  resolution  speak  for  themBelres, 
0M;  nothing  to  support  the  offlrmstton  of  Righted 
Alth,  604;  no  provfalona  In  the  act  of  esaslon,  0M; 
COBB*  nppowd,  60D ;  ftrst  bianeh  of  the  subsUtnto  ear> 
iled,aoek 

BMondbfinf3iofthosnbstltntoooBs!dered,6(B;  noU, 
606 ;  reason  glren  for  not  aboUshins  slsrerr  In  Florida, 
because  It  is  Innpedlent,  606;  tbls  follaclons,  SOfl; 
a  psrtlaalar  torrltor^  should  not  be  designated,  606; 
UlssoDri  Compromise  a  do&gorons  measure,  006 ;  this 
nsohitlon  contrasted  wlQi  the  fifth,  606;  no  other  ter* 
tttny  but  Florida  in  wbloh  ritinrj  exists,  60r ;  Itle  said 
tho  tone  of  the  resohitlons  b  not  Btrong  onongb.  601; 
two  eomprmnlses  on  tho  Hlasonil  qnestlon,  6QT ;  fbf 
tfaer  debate,  60S,  600 ;  reaolation  agreed  to,  610: 

Blxth  resolntloQ,  610;  the  fkindsjuental  podtlca  that 
the  Union  rests  on  an  equslltjr  among  the  sereral  Statas, 
610;  whatoTer  dostroTs  this  equal  It;  tends  to  destroy 
the  Union,  010;  farther  remarks,  610;  motion  to  lay 
the  resolntlon  on  the  table,  611 ;  carried,  611. 

VmnoidAiMSaMri/  JfalofiiWons  iatwdaeed  again, 
US;  their  snbstaaea,  €19 ;  oflsnslTO  langnage  of  the 
resolutions,  61fi ;  motion  to  lay  the  question  of  reoeptira 
on  the  table,  lost,  616;  resolutions  laid  on  the  tablo, 
616 ;  presented,  TIO ;  debate,  TSO. 

In  the  House,  rewlntlons  reUtlve  to  abolition  peti- 
tions, Ac,  709;  the  resolntions,  TOS ;  roles  suspended, 
708;  purport  of  the  resolDtions,  TOS;  relation  of  master 
and  Blare  a  matter  exduslvel^  within  the  regulation 
«f  the  Btates  where  it  exists,  704;  theao  m  not  Bonth* 
em  reeolntlona,  T04;  previous  qneatRm  moved,  704;  a 
{dot  iprong  on  tho  Sonth,  TOO;  let  eTetjr  eoa  toe  ttw 
Duat,  TOS;  vote  on  tbo  several  reeolotloas,  TOS^TOO; 
ftiTtber  reeolntlcns  prmoted,  TIS ;  appeal  tnm  the  de- 
cision of  tho  Chair,  7ti ;  statement  of  tbo  Bpeakor, 
749;  resolntions  laid  on  the  teble,  748.  • 
-  Bemonstrance  of  dtlzens  in  the  District  against  out- 
ride interference,  746 ;  romarki^  743l  Su  Indta^  vids. 
II,  J,  10, 11,  It 
ACoMry,  JTs^  to  Alia  JmsKosl— As  7iiAb^  ToL  a 

Tdft    6;  and  AmIbb^      4  TirHtaHm. 

Sbmt,  eotut,  (raw^porfoNon  ^.Se4  Indm,  toL  7. 

S^tM,  tUporUd.—Set  Indt^  vols.  6,9;  do.  /uffitt9i.—3M 
JndM,  vols,  0^6,7;  do.  iiig>ortaUo»<tf.—8»aIi»dtK,y6L 
t,  and  JiidMB,  ToL  8,  IhUUt ;  do.  indemntty  for.SM 
/iMln^  rol.  6 ;  dc.  miffration  tjf.—Sea  Indtm,  roL  6;  do. 
pmto»$.-SM  Indta,  Tola.  1,  S,  d*  &. 

5to«M,  lO>4railon  ^y  BMM  atukorUUi.—hi  the  Senate,  a 
rewdotlOB  of  Inqniijr  reUtreto^lSS;  Ueasago 
alntittg  Ow  intonnstion  called  tat,  t08;  &cts  of  the 
case,  903;  prindplo  assnmed  England  that  there 
conld  be  no  pn^rtj  in  persons,  808;  onis  not  the  onlj 
mbdein  which  man  mafhaTa  dominion  onr  man,  908; 
wbr  does  she  not  moke  repuitlMiT  90S, 
YouXCO.— «1 


ffUMS,  liMf  f^ffU  to  jMNNns^In  tlw  Hoobn  renurin  on, 
<8T. 

3la'M-7yad4.—JS*t  Indme,  tdIs.  8, 0,  T,  9. 

Suon,  Bnr.  Mm,  chosen  ohaplaln  of  tho  Senate,  801. 

ButAxm,  JoNATiun,  BopraaentotlTa  ftotn  Ohlo^  t.  SuJk- 
<fsi^▼oLU. 

Soopt^War^—SHMUmfyiA.  7, 

Small  Armad  V*mtU.—St«  Jadtte,  rol  B. 

SmaU  Sou*  Os  DiHtiot  <^  CoImml>ia.—^ii  the  BeiMto,  a 
bm  to  restrain  the  haiw  «i;  66B;  of  donbthl  aipsdlMMr. 
068;  theaa  banks  nerer  anthorliod  to  Issne  lees  than  Ht* 
dollar  notes,  665;  no  reasons  for  postponing  the  snbjoal, 
660 ;  ftarther  debate,  Ufl.  8m  InOMt,  toL  18. 

BXRS,  FnAKOn  0.  J.,  Bepresentatlve  from  ]CBln^  460; 
on  the  pniehase  of  book%  17;  on  business  of  tbo  siBStsa, 
468;  on  postponing  OoftnuthlnstalaMntitfT.  BmH- 

Smrx,  Jour,  Uto  ease  i^j—Sm  AAo^  toL  S. 
8>iTK,  HA-nuir,  deeeaae  «(  4.  iSis  InSem,  vol.  11.' 
Smith,  Ouna  EL,  Senator  from  Indian^  900^  889 ;  on  ^ 
sub>Tnuunrr  bQl,  87);  on  OsIhonn'B  Kiidatlnai^  069, 

684;  on  duelling  657. 
SUTB,  Pout,  Senator  flrom  Cmnwetlcnt,  90S^  881;  on  Col- 

honn's  resolutions,  C08. 
Syrm,  Wiujau,  votes  for  as  Yice  President,  870. 
SnUttiMiUan  Zspaoy.— In  the  House,  a  message  relatlT*  to, 

m. 

amOmittan  InalittUlom.—8M  Indtm,  rtA.  1& 

Bimax,  A.  W.,  BepresentsUre  from  Itllnols,  461. 

Soldttn  <tflh*  &tioolvUon.—Bt  JndM,  vtds.  3,  & 

ScmtX  American  SaU*.—BM  IndM,  vols.  6,  7. 

SniA  AnwHcM  and  oAer  Jflsriotw.— ^  Indtm,  rot  12. 

BoVTBann,  Bajscu.  II,  Senator  from  Now  Jersey,  SSS ;  on 

tbo  fsiliflcation  bill,  101 ;  on  a  bankrupt  law  ^iplieable 

to  bwiks,  4S8;  TolatlTO  to  the  Maine  boundary,  708.  iSm 

IndMB,  ToL  U. 
BouA  QtrolUta  CSfffast.~SM  Indtai,  vols.  0, 11. 
St»i&  CaroUna,  ordtmmet  ^.—Sat  India,  toL  19;  da. 

fMottdloM— ^  Indm,  vol  19, 
South  OartMna  PrcU$L~8a*  /wtas,  toL  10. 
Souik  QinUna,  vote  for  President  In  1886,  380: 
BoDTnoan,  W.  W.,  Bepresentatlve  from  Eentndcy,  440. 
SpaUi,  rat^toation  o/tho  trtatg  o/ISIOl-iSm  IndM,  vol.  T. 
Spaxolss,  DAvm,  Bepreaeatotivo  tnm  Ohio,  L  In- 

(tai^ToLU. 
^p«o<e  Paifm»ni4.—8M  Indem,  voU.  6,19. 
SpeeU,  U'iaupcrtaUon  «t  <»  fttMto  omssd  vssBeln— A* 

Mm, -nil. 

Snranr,  Juan,  BepreeentotlTe  flrom  North  Cnrollaa,  t;  on 
the  vproprlotion  bUI,  91.  8eo  TndtcB,  vols.  10^  1],  U, 

Bfutob,  Joroi  H.,  Senator  from  Maryland,  W,  880. 

Sraitcn,  Jama      BeprcaentaUre  from  Hew  Tork,  460; 

Sr»AQjm,  W.,  BepreseatetiTo  from  Bhoda  bland,  48& 

STAnnm,  Suns,  BepreBontatlTe  from  Tennessea^  4;  de- 
•eflHoi;48L  St»lkdm,ToLli. 

Btahlxt,  Edwaib  IK,  B^rnantitlTO  from  Korth  OBnUnn, 
460. 

SlaU  Salamem/~-Stt  IhdM,  vol.  8. 

St.  I><fmtnuo.—Sw  ImUm,  vols.  8,  T. 

iStsum,  it*  apptieaMon  to  navJ^aUon.— In  the  Houss^  a 
resolntion  to  presonta  goldmedaltoson  of  James  Snm- 
soy,  745;  history  of  his  application  of  the  use  ef  steam, 
74!^-T50. 

Smti,  John  K.,  BeprssentiHT*  from  Haryland,  & 
Slock,Jl9e  miUom,  mm— Aw  Adn^  toL  & ' 
Stoitb,  yfoijAx,  Bepreeentotlve  from  Tennessee,  461. 
SnuB,  BiLLoxT,  Bepresentetivo  ttom  Ohio,  4 ;  on  Indian 
bostOltlea,14 

Bnuaoi^  Bonn*^  Senator  ftomKortb  Carolina,  61, 886;  on 
the  treassry  drcnlsr,  99 ;  on  the  expungtog  reaolutloo, 
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187 ;  oa  tiM  mimoriol  of  tb»  Coloniution  Bovtetrt  IH ; 
«a  the  snb-TnMorj  btU,  8S1 ;  od  Calhooo's  nsolaUoni, 
H9;  roUUve  to  Calhoao'i  Tcsolntioiu,  609;  on  ailTer 
colakpa,  TSa,  789,  T40;  om  North  Carolina  tMolntlODt, 
T«*,IST. 

STRATtotf,  Ckabub      Beprctcnttttre  from  Now  Jen^, 

m. 

frTOArr,  AxcHnALS,  BvprmnUtlTe  ttom  Tlifinit,  400. 
SadMUr  t(f£latM.—JSt«  fndm,  vol  1. 
S>ti>-Tita*Hty.—S«4  IndtpmdMt  ZVvatwry. 

Bffirtn  Vop.— iSm  /Ad^ai,  toL  flt 

AV^r  diuk— £m  Jnd4V,  toL  10. 

Avo**!  dnnofrtMiA  o»  r^nMf.— Index,  voL  10,  i>w0M. 

.fikMdar  MdU».~SM  Indtcc,  toU.  Hv  T,  10, 11. 

Suprtmt  Cbwl— i8m  Indtea,  toL  10. 

A»v«oi»>OaMraI  4<  CU  JVovy.— ^  AmIm,  toL  10. 

SoTBRtuins  Jon.  Bh  BoprcMntotlTO  from  Ponnqrlvaiiia, 

&  A«M«0,Toli.lO,lI,ll 
SWUTVOUT,  SuiuzL,  Ait  d^ifiilcation. — In  the  IIoiMe,  me*- 

Ms«  nlailre  to,  708;  oxtrMtftamftpi^caiiinniilcat' 

•d  br  tha  PrMldent,  TOS. 

BwaiAnoBx,  » BeproMntatirt  from  Ohio,  S89. 

Ar«fm,  cowimrotoj  iabrcowrM  tslM— jSh  /(mIwv  toL  9. 
Swirr,  ftnuAMDi,  Senator  from  Tormoat,  888;  on  ■boUthm 

potltloiu,  5S7;  00  Tormoat  rMoIattons,  068;  on  Cil- 

houi'i  TCMlntlou,  Ott;  on  tho  Tormont  Antl>filBTefr 

iwolsUoiu,  <1&  8to  Mm,  tuL  13. 

T 

Taoabava  JflMfon.— iSm  7iwfa^  toL  9. 

TAUAriEBO,  JOBK,  BeproMstatlTt  from  Virgtnlft,  8,  MOi 

Tallmami,  Nathaxul  p.,  Bonator  from  New  Yori^  889  ■ 

on  the  nb-Treaairj  bill,  883 ;  on  trconuy  notes,  6T8 ; 

on  north-OMten  bonndur,  6SS;  on  the  finuthJnttBl- 

ment,  nO;  tetatlTO  to  the  Maine  bonndaij,  TUL  8tt 

IndttP,  ToL  18. 

Tmu»,  (f<r«oi— i8m  liidtm,  Tob^  9^  0^  6;  do,  aeor^-^  In- 

<f«cn,  ToL  & 

Tatlob,  Willlui,  BepresentatlTe  from  Now  Toik,  t,  4M. 

TbnAmef,  (ufmi'wioM  4/:>^Sm  /iMf«>^  vol.  1. 

TumMM  Land  Claim9.~~St6  Index,  toL  10. 

Tmnrnte,  rt^ut  Amdt !«.— 5m  MUu,  toL  10. 

nmuMiii  Tote  for  PteaUont  In  1888,  SBO. 

TtrritoHal  Oov*mm*mU.~J9te  Mtet,  roL  4 

T^rrUcrU*.-S»*  JiKlav,  Tola.  1, «,  8, 4, 0. 

Ttoua  /nd(!pefMf«»ce.— In  the  Honae,  a  resolntton  to  recog- 
nize, reported,  48 ;  reaolntlona  adopted,  48. 

In  the  Bonate,  a  reaolnttoa  ralatlTo  to,  00;  oorro- 
apondenee  relatlTe  to^  ISO;  reoognltton  mored,  SOO; 
poa^oned,  900;  token  np^  tOS;  PMMd,  909;  miigi 
reipectlng,  8S& 

In  the  Honaa,  an  ^vropriaflon  flw  »  dtphmntle  ngont 
to,  couldeiwl,  815 ;  thoqneitlonlnTidTeatheileatlnjrln 
umewrt  of  a  ronng  EepnbUo,  805;  non-lnteryention 
baa  htthoto  boon  the  pisctloetrfthli  QoTemment,8S9; 
meaaage  of  Monroe  Id  1810,890;  U  it  the  Cntf  of  thla 
oonntr;  now  to  recognlto  Texat  aa  an  independent  na- 
tion 1 830;  defleletwrof  onr  Inlbimotlon,89D;  herabU- 
II7  tomalataUaaeparalo  ezlatenaa,  SW;  an  aet  of  re- 
aocaitton  wvnll  be  an  aAmnriedgment  of  om  deter- 
Blnatlea  to  s^wU  her,  8M;  vlewa  of  the  PieMeBt, 
MT;  TMcaipaipoBaa,npononrai)laiowtedgmUit,toie«k 
for  admlidoo  into  the  United  Statea,  887;  aoUooof  her 
Qoremmant,  887 ;  are  we  not  bonnd  by  evarx  eonalder- 
atton  of  eomitj  to  eonfbr  with  Mezteo  before  we  reoog- 
Bln  flu  iad^endraea  ^  one  of  her  nroUed  pnrlneei  T 
838. 

ntoti  relatiTo  to  fens,  IS8,  890,  880;  Mazloo  «an 
Bew  reaiHtther  power  orer  Texaa,  881. 


In  the  Senate,  remanatmieaa  pnaented  egaiiMt  the 
annexation  "f. 440;  rr*'r""i'n  hai  frrrnmn  a  inljeet 
of  oommnnication  between  the  two  OoTommont^  K ; 
farther  remonatraacea,  017 ;  petltlona,  018. 

In  the  Hooae,  remonatraneea  ofptlnat  the  annexatlaa 
o(  preaented,  404 ;  antj-annewHon  petitions  priaentad. 
007;  the  reaolnUona  of  the  Tenaaaaae  Leglilatma Mla- 
tivatot  preaeated,  M. 

Tataa,  recoffnUbnu^.—Su  /ntfee^ToLU. 

Thankt  to  Me  if^Motef.— In  the  Hooae.  a  reaolnUoB  oC  ef- 
fvred,  768 ;  can  thla  be  reoelred  wllhont  anqioBdiiic  the 
ruleef  708;  precodenlc,  7C8;  moved  to  atriko  oat  the 
word  "impartial,''  708;  be  haa  tut  been  impartial,  TtS; 
detalla,  700;  a  more  peifoct  pert7  Bpeakor  there  aorer 
had  been,  770 ;  fhrther  debate,  771 ;  rcoolutlon  paaaed, 
771. 

TnoHia,  Fuxcn,  BepreaentatlTeftwn  Ma>jlaBd,lL4l8;  oa 

alaTerr  petitions,  0 ;  oa  tho  admlulOB  of  '*"«**|r^  98; 

OB  ooontlng  the  votea  ibr  Prestdont,  Ml ;  oa  baabsft 

laws,  468.  ^/iwI«^T<da.ll,U 
TnoMTooK,  Jom,  BepftaantatlTa  ft—  OMo,  4  SmXtdm, 

Tola.  10, 11, 19. 

ToojnaoiT,  Wjjidi,  Jn.,  ScpresentatlTe  from  Booth  CmtMi»^ 
8,480;  onz^ort  OB aboUtifw petitions, S4;  oaree^rlac 
a  peUttOtt  from  slaTea,  808, 871;  on  d^otfa  with  tta 
8tateB,Sllf  on  a  aalaiTfor  aa  aient  to  Texas,  I9S;  an 
theattadt  <«  the  CaroUne,  67!l>. 

TiLLUauar,  J.  L.,  BepresentetlTe  from  Bbode  Isbad,  410; 
on  the  attack  on  the  CaroUne,  07B;  on  the  distribotlea 
ofbooka,  OSOl 

Tmox,  Jomi,  on  the  aboUdon  ot  slaTory  in  tbe  District, 
180;  Seniitorftom  Indiana,  889;  oaMMli Hotels 000. 

TUU  qfI>reHdtml.-^S04  Indtm,  0. 

Tmra,  Obaduh,  BeproaeatatiTa  tmn  New  Tock,  48(1 

ToLAHD,  Oioiaa  V.,  Bspia—tatlTa  frsm  Peanajhaafa^ 
400. 

Thpoffraphical  8ftrtfy$.—8*4  Jndo^  vol  IL 

Torpkto  JOcptrimenL—Sln  IndM,  toL  T. 

TouoxT,  lauo,  BeprceentatlTC  fccm  CBSinectiwi,  ^480;  oa 

Neutral  EeUUona,  08L 
Towm,  Oaoxon  W.  B^  BepreeentattTe  torn  OeoiEla,  *,  411 
TVeoeM,  jwnMmeia      ^ /adea^  ToL  SL 
TWoatm  amd  StdMon  O^/tmtdtSfliUtm,  toL  a. 
TnxMty,  arndMo*  <fik«,  K*. 
3Vea«»r|r.— iSM  India,  ToL  0. 

TVeaexry  Otrmlor.— In  the  Bonate,  reaolntioiia  roktire  to, 
offered,  67 ;  natnre  ot  this  pepet^  07 ;  ol^Jects  fot  wUck 
It  was  framed,  68;  errors  <tf  the Seeretarj,  6S;  te  de- 
stror  tbe  effMst  of  ttie  d^oelt  blQ,  69;  other  na- 
tives,». 

«  Extract  fhHn  tho  Preeldent'k  Meaaacc,60;  tUsecdcr 
IntradedtoBaTatbaflnanoeaaad  the  enrraBqr,M;  Oa 
oonatltatlOBal  madlom  of  gold  and  Mrvt,  the  oaly  saMj 
toflwBattoiialflnaBeea,40;  oppcdtloD  to  the  rtaotatkea, 
08;  eharsaanpon their  advooaitei^ 68;  what  lameaatl? 
cooBtltotlmal  eonanejt  08;  what  waa  the  law  -wim 
the  Beeretarjr  famed  tUa  otdert  M;  naohitioa  af 
1810^61 

'Velghtr  reasona  to  Jnstify  Toting  agdnst  thla  tMola- 
tion,0t;  oSMsoftboorde^OL 

Babtfltato  olltead,  68;  djaota  tt  tba  naolntlaoi^ll; 
IstUawiObiaiirpowertOO;  powarofthoExecathata 
iaanatha  wder,66;  ptdUjaadexpeUaaiT-ar  Oamaaa- 
Bre,  87;  aoame  ofOie  Boerrtarr  I>  ^  exieatlBC  oTtha 
deposit  Un,  67. 

The  aobatttnte  otnuidered,  99;  Consreaa  bu  ao  power 
to  repeal  an  order  of  the  ExecnUTo  department,  91;  ■ 
direct  declaration  of  repeal  l]M9eIatlT^  99;  the  reaola- 
tlMia  ^i^oae  to  prescribe  a  rale  rawseamarllT  where  ■ 
iMga  Aaeretloa  la  aecaaaaiy.OO;  tfceraie  lataaded  te 
aenaaiatharnafteit,98. 
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The  enbatltntc,  M ;  th«  dreolarhM  done  Its  work,  90; 
<a6  (AJtet  of  It  VIS  to  check  th«  Undency  to  buk  is- 
■UM  and  bank  mdlta,  H ;  no  openUIon  mora  delicftte 
Qua  the  ndnetlon  of  tb«  earrcnoy  of  «  eoantiy,  K; 
now  cklled  apon  to  MtibUata  some  pemunent  uid  equal 
mle  for  the  ooUeotlon  of  ttie  pnbllo  reTenne,  M;  two 
ai]^tobewttMino«rUMa,M;  oltfeet^  not  the  np. 
pfetdon  of  bank  p^er,  bat  an  eOekut  ngidatlon  of 
It,  M;  exduaton  of  email  bills,  91;  the  iTttem  of  eor- 
rencf  (tf  Adam  Smith,  9T;  nfarm  In  the  enmner  of 
England  traced  In  det^l,  08 ;  the  rosnlt  of  It  In  praetlce, 
B8 ;  an  abnndant  anpplr  of  the  precloni  metals  In  the  or- 
dlnaiyehannelsof  dranlatlon,  ti  the  end  to  be  aimed  at, 
n;  IneompfttlblUtf  of  a  p^av  and  tBetalUa  emren- 

Antfa  !SeoriMU&— Bin  takaa  vtp,  IM;  amendmsnt 
lost,  ICS;  UllofdeMdtebeaaKroMed,iaS;  the  bill,  Kd 

Importance  of  the  original  resolution  ftir  recUon,  now 
In  the  fbrm  of  a  bUl,  169 ;  paper  monef  intended  to  be 
made  the  onrrener  of  the  Ooverament,  lU ;  oli|teetlons 
Bgslnst  the  bill,  105;  the  attempt  to  snppreM  small 
Dotea,IM;  now  the  time  to  do  lt,lW;  Infioeneeof  the 
small  banks,  IM ;  their  Inflncnee  In  England,  KT ; 
statement  of  Honley  Palmer,  191 ;  ear  preaent  podtton, 
16S;  flonstltntloBal  oatrcncjr,  168;  so  oertaln^In  tha 
kind  rfmoney  to  be  reealTed  at  the.  laad  ollIeas,I68; 
tend  to  innndsto  the  new  Statea  with  ptqwr,  168 ;  should 
no  longer  reeetre  paper  money,  108 ;  a  measure  rescind- 
ing the  treasury  order,  IN;  olbctsof  the  order,  109;  Its 
elfeat  on  the  Western  bonks,  170;  immediate  means  in 
proportion  to  a  bank's  liability,  170;  further  debate, 
171. 

Fact*  and  clronmstanoe*  under  which  this  eontroTersy 
origlnatad,  118 ;  why  Tote  fin-  a  nftraiua,  aad  then  de* 
nomwe  the  only  report  the  eommlttee  can  maketlT4; 
whyaaaall  the  eommlttee  T 174 ;  scenes  of  min  an  n- 
tlnetion  of  all  banks  would  canse,  174;  this  meaaare  Is 
'said  to  be  a  repeal  of  the  eonstltntloii,  ITS ;  reaolntlon  oi; 
1816,  IT? ;  the  bill  compared,  179;  astounding  doctrines 
advanoed,  176;  the  bill  should  haT*  beaB  a  ratdntlon, 
ITf;  theproTfw  of  the bm,  ITT;  prarioos  pR^tosltlons, 
177;  TlewB  of  the  Senator  from  lUmonilharatolbre,  ITS, 
m;  toaathoftaearaeelptef  buknotealnpiqnnentof 
i!«Teinie,li  notsrepeal  of  the  OMi6tltatlon,179;  Boln- 
dncesiont  held  ont  to  the  banks  to  suppress  small  notes, 
181 ;  further  debate,  181 ;  biU  passed,  19a 

In  the  Houaa,  the  bill  limiting  the  fands  reoolTable  Ibr 
revenue,  oonstdtred,  881 ;  amendment  ofhrcd,  881 ;  Its 
effect  Is  to  destroy  eraiy  Tsloable  proTtsIon  of  the  bUl, 
SU;  a eentral  power  niaimMy  to  wgnlate  the earreiMy, 
Stt;  this  MQ  a  repeal  rf  the  Tkeaaary  Aet,  888 ;  further 
debate, 88S;  Utt  ordeied  to  a  third  laadlnA  08; 
888;  a reeolntSon  tc  readad paased,  680. 
TWoswry  JKjfoiL— In  the  Senate,  a  bill  to  authorlae  the  Issue 
ot,  reported,  SSI ;  modon  to  make  the  amount  ten  mil- 
lions, 8S0 ;  is  It  the  obileot  of  the  GoTemment  to  force 
the  eonversion  of  the  sums  In  the  banks  into  metal,  to 
be  depooitMl  la  the  tieaaaryTSU;  the  d^eet  of  Issuing 
toaasory  aotea  was  to  anttdpata  the  ftands  in  deposit 
with  the  hanka,  nntU  Congress  shoold  say  bow  they 
sboald  be  mate  arcllafela, «» ;  not  to  be  «sed  aa  beak 
Botaa  wwlsw  the  tew  ahoold  satheriM  them  to  bo  no 
nscd,  8»;  but  the  States  wonU  hare  talma  the  bank 
Dotes,  889. 

Ur.  Calhoun^  viewsoatheflitt  and  second  bonk,  860; 
resaons  Ibr  oppodtion  toareoalon  with  banks,  S60;  In- 
flnenee  of  OoTemment  endorsement  on  baak  aotei^SOO; 
causes  whidi  have  led  to  the  preaent  state  of  things, 
861;  tariff  act  ofiaia,  861;  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  <rfBB0aBd,Ml;  other  eaBSea,S6l;  the  qacattoa 

rslleC  868 ;  OovenneBt  eaa  do  bat  Uttle,  881 ;  ihoold 


set  sn  eznmple  of  Uberd  Indnlgenoo,  868 ;  we  have  ar- 
rived at  a  remarkable  era,  868;  days  of  encroachments, 
tarUh,  Borplnses,  past,  668 ;"  I  more  off  under  tho 
direction  of  the  Stats  rights  bsuner,"  86S;  history  of  that 
party,  868 ;  amendments  olhred,  888. 

If  Isqiprehendons  reqMCtlng  this  bill,  864 ;  two  dosses 
<rf treasury  aotaa,  864 ;  aotas  for  InTsotanea^  864;  aotea 
forenrToney,864;  eharaeter  <rf  On  prop  need  notes,  861 ; 
the  bill  denounced  as  the  germ  of  a  new  nattoaal  debt, 
WS ;  the  policy  of  Issnlng  treasury  notes  in  tbae  of 
pesce,  86K;  no  Interest  should  be  sllowed,  8M. 

The  Oovemment  has  an  extendTO  donuin,  S6S ;  Inter* 
eft  would  canse  them  to  be  taken  to  Europe,  866;  an  In- 
jurious effect  wonld  be  produced  on  the  price  of  cotton 
If  they  bon  Interest,  866 ;  motion  to  strike  out  the  al- 
lowance of  Interest,  8M ;  the  (Ajeet  la  to  make  the  notes 
«pui  to  gojd  and  snver,  866;  this  natter  of  Interest 
should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  tho  Seeretai7,S66; 
amendment  rejected,  867;  bill  ordered  to  be  ongrMsed, 
S6T;  passed,  867. 

In  the  noose,  a  bill  to  anthoriu  the  Issue  ot;  reported, 
468;  a  bill  for  the  Issue  of;  condderod,  497 ;  the  Senate 
his  no  ricbt  to  send  a  money  bill  to  this  House,  497 ; 
thblsamoney  bill,  487;  auch  djeeUon  too  late, 489 ;  it 
la  a  mere  enttdjiatloB  of  the  reedpt  of  nveane^  I8S; 
House  bin  taken  up,  493 ;  condition  of  the  treainiy, 
498;  these  notesdeaonncedss  paper  money,4l6;  amend- 
ments proposed,  490;  net  bear  Intereet,  M;  ol|ecttf 
the  Committee  at  Ways  and  Ueans,  499. 

Views  of  Oeneral  Jackson  on  this  bill,  008 ;  obfectlons 
to  the  bill,  008;  commencement  of  a  new  natlond  debt, 
608 ;  onr  mode  of  taialBg  money  Inrltes  eztraTaganee, 
004 ;  extiaote  from  the  o^nlena  of  others,  C04;  are  we 
pT«psr«d  to  ran  orer  asdn  a  earner  of  ImprorldsDee, 
001;  what  Is  the  fhad  looked  to  for  tho  redemptloa  <^ 
these notei^De4;  prophecy <tf  the  message  thatundera 
State  diarter  the  bank  would  prore  stronger  than  erer, 
000 ;  compUlnt  that  the  PennsylTanla  Institution  did  not 
continue  to  pay  spede,  800;  the  word  ttteores,  Is  to 
reconcile  at  to  every  eril,  C06 ;  unaeoessaiy  ss  a  reTenne 
measure,  006;  other  objectlona,  (tOT. 

ThebUllBlBdlreotandd«ceptlTe,606;  already  passed 
a  bUI  to  poe^oae  the  foorlh  laatafaaen^  808;  <ki«raN 
no  power  to  lasaa  tieaaniy  notes,  OOB;  Oe  iit*  of  biter- 
eet  Is  left  to  the  Seentaiy,  OOS;  eanestaess  of  the 
friends  of  tho  maoanie  eileiileted  to  ezdte  sorprise, 
009 ;  the  eommeaoement  ef  aparauaait  and  moat  peril- 
ous system,  009;  a  great  dwago  eoaie  orer  oar  national ' 
a&Ira,909. 

Ot^tedthatnoTate<rfIaterc^Isftxed,B0e;  etjeeted 
that  the  tone  lsane«iatttallmal,616;  the  preaent  em- 
barrasaraents  bar*  not  ariiea  flam  what  m^  be  ealled 
generd  distnsa,  nO;  objeoted  that  the  un  la  deesptlTe, 
Bia 

OaQed  upon  to  laersase  the  burdens  of  the  pei^e, 
SlI ;  did  the  people  expect  sodt  laagusge  ftam  those  to 
whose  Interests  they  hare  shown  so  moch  derotiou  f 
Oil ;  should  QMBmeace  the  remedy  where  the  cTlIa 
origlaatod.  Oil ;  let  the  treasury  eontlaue  la  want  of 
fiiada,01S;  only  praetleaUe  ieU<a  Oovetamant  loan, 

ni 

ThIeUUwvncaleaUadtoaabrd  relKSU:  nothing 
to  do  with  proTidlag  a  eaneaey  other  thaa  the  oonstl- 
tntlon  literally  meaUona,  CU. 

A  partld  aad  restricted  mesanre  which  hmldiee  a 
hard  currency  to  the  QoTerameat  but  not  to  the  peo- 
ple, 018;  a  measure  for  the  eadashm  of  tea  mUUoas  of 
paper  carteney,  BU;  aotUag  wQl  do  t»  resort  to  tho 
extraofdinary  and  danterooa  taoeuM  of  treaaoT  BOtoi, 
04;  a  sdMm*  te  the  cilritllAMnt  or  a  aMIonl  baak^ 
614. 
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No  doubt  of  tbo  eotutltnttoul  power  of  Coojp^  to 
luoe  these  notos,  614;  tkIho  of  tbs  notet  fbnr  per  cent  i 
bett«r  Uun  bank  papei  Im  tho  tUArkot,  SIS;  ia  what 
fonii  will  these  notes  bo  mort  beoefldal  to  th«  pabUc? ' 
616;  amendment  movod,  OlS. 

Effocts  of  ft  debased  and  disoidend  ean«no7,  SIS; 
fearftil  this  lithe  flnttbvsoftbadlwndor.nTjpMtbla 
bill  and  tb«  GoTonune&t  b  made  Independent  of  the 
people,  BIT ;  founded  oi  a  pretext  ntterij  nnfonndoS, 
UT ;  a  mach  better  way  to  rapply  thA  deflotencjr,  D16 ; 
compel  the  Government  to  rect^Izo  tho  only  clrcn- 
Uting  medium  in  the  oonntry,  SlS. 

Is  It  not  conceded  that  the  trcasai?  Is  neailj'  ex> 
baiutodf  619;  called  an  indplent  step  towards  a  treaenrr 
bank,  010;  bill  passed,  620;  a  bill  to autboTlzo  the  Israe 
o(  reported,  «1;  obtect  of  tbla  Mil  la  to  gin  the  trea»- 
nry  ftaU  benefit  <rf  the  aet  <tf  October,  6M ;  reMmMa  ol 
the  treasnrr  were  ample,  bat  the  public  creditors  una- 
ble to  meet  their  engagements,  <W;  treaaorj  notes  were 
objectlooable  because  they  were  nnprodactlTe,  and  al- 
ways would  be  depreciated,  WT ;  the  present  Issue  com- 
pared to  continental  money,  667 ;  this  method  adopted 
In  order  to  prevent  a  pressnre  on  the  merchants,  667 ; 
bill  passed,  663 ;  motton  to  reconsider,  668;  a  partial  is- 
mw  of  notes  and  the  remainder  by  loan  the  bert  mniM, 
008;  motlou  to  neraoider  lost,  6in.* 

Id  the  Senate,  the  House  bill  considered,  668 ;  scarcely 
twenty-foot  honre  slnoe  the  bill  came  here,  and  the 
question  Is  on  ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  669 ;  other 
less  objectionable  modes  of  raising  means  might  be  re- 
sorted to,  609;  bad  policy  to  get  into  the  habit  of  rais- 
ing money  by  such  means,  669 ;  It  Is  sold  there  is  no 
Imminent  neeesdty  for  paadng  this  blU,  670 ;  it  b  said, 
tba  UU  Is  not  broad  enough  to  MeompUth  Its  ob|ec^ 
BIO;  It  la  laid  there  an  no  statements  of  the  oondldon 
the  treatory,  670;  standing  of  the  notes  In  tbo  mar- 
ket, 671 ;  mnoh  has  been  said  about  the  adTooates  of  a 
paper  system,  671 ;  this  bill  will  not  hare  the  eSbct  to 
lererse  the  act  of  October,  6T1 ;  the  Qovemment  bound 
to  pay  Its  creditors  in  legal  currency,  673 ;  ftllacy  of 
supposing  bank  notes  equal  to  gold  and  silver,  678 ;  it  Is 
recommended  the  notes  be  sold  for  money,  679;  the 
pFsient  question  is  a  very  simple  one,  679 ;  If  tresaniy 
notes  are  really  below  par  it  might  be  earfly  explained, 
678;  treasury  notes  can  nerer  be  at  the  established 
rates  according  to  law,  678 ;  I  am  asked  tf  I  would  sell 
these  notes  for  money  and  have  it  in  spedo,  674 ;  the 
example  of  the  three  formers,  674;  a  fiction  to  condder 
bank  notes  equivalent  to  specie,  674;  It  la  sold  bank 
notes  are  not  credit,  674;  It  Is  thought  Impossible  to 
keqt  bank  notes  at  par  with  gold  and  silver,  670 ;  under 
ttie  reselnUon  of  1816^  every  thing  was  passed  to  the 
omW  of  the  United  States  MOBsh,  613;  the  doctrine  of 
State  ri^ita  tsada  to  a  gorennMnt  paper,  6T& 

QIts  sBsent  In  no  shape  and  no  form  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  repndlsted  eontlMntal  system  of  pt^er  mo- 
ney, 676 ;  this  mode  of  raising  nioney  leads  to  •ztmn- 
gant  Issues,  6T6. 

These  notes  eqnal  to  spools  In  the  market,  676;  the 
OoTsinment  embarrassed,  not  by  Ito  own  acts,  676;  the 
eysten  <tf  extravagance  which  formerly  found  so  much 
fliror  with  the  opposition  6T7 ;  the  misrepresentations 
wUdtbKVO  been  made,  017;  howtihe  tmanryoame  to 
be  ODt  of  money,  67T;  the  distribution  set  did  not  eou- 
tribute  to  the  suspension  of  the  bsnks,  678 ;  neoeidfy 
of  the  deposit  act,  678;  the  withdrawal  of  the  fnnds 
from  the  banks  is  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  ins- 
peaslon,  678;  bill  read  third  time,  679;  In  the  Senate 
the  bill  passed,  766.  As /ntfe^  vol  5. 
nvoNS^aptttsirAgMwiMOMr  8taU  lawtt—SnInttM, 


Treaty  qf  GhetU^  eomnUui<m  utidsi'.—Si*  IndM,  voL  8L 
7V«<(y,  Xeto  Crt(k.~'8M  Ind^  vol  9,  and  Iitdae,  jiL  6. 

Craei  Indian  StQottatUm, 
Tr«aty  vrilA  Grwt  BrUain.~iSM  IiuUm,  vd.  L 
TVwafy  v>it\  Spain.— St4  Indw,  jtA.  & 
Turkiak  Oommiuion,  power  ^OaPrMMiUertgimaU 

JTiastow-SM  IndM,  toL  U. 
TcxNXB,  Jiji  as,  Bepreaeatatlvo  from  Uarylaad,  i.Sm  /»■ 

(laa^ToLll 

Tnxnr,  H.Ih  SepreasBtatlTe  from  Tennease^ttL 

Tcunx,  JoiL,  Representative  from  New  Twk,S;  n  tts 
arrest  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  £93.   Sm  Indtm,  toL  U 

TcsTOir,  Boy.  Mr.,  elected  oh^ilain  ot  tho  House,  46L 

Two-thirdt  voU.—S«e  Indttt,  voL  4. 

Tnn,  Jomt,  votes  for,  as  Vice  President,  STft.  Sh  MtB, 
vols.  T,  9, 11,  U. 


TTkikibwood,  Joseph  Bepresentatlve  from  Eenta(i7,4, 
460;  on  the  Exocutlve  Administration,  2S1;  on  depoA 
with  the  States,  811 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  Iwti^ 
ment,  469;  on  the  Florida  War,  513 ;  on  the  neatzaUtT 

UU,6S8. 

Union,  dUaohMon<if.~See  IndM,  voL  4. 
Untt«d  SUUtM  and  Oeor^ia.—Stt  IruUa:,  toL  ft. 
UintMti  Salanett.—JStt  Indtso,  toL  B. 


Vaceiiu^m  t^lndtmUi—St*  TndM,  roib  T,  IL 
Vau,  Hxkkt,  BepresentatlTe  fkom  Hew  Toil^  4111 
Tas  SintKir,  Uabitk,  retires  as  President  of  the  Senate, 
173;  his  address,  173;  Inaugnratlonot  S06;  hissddrei% 
806;  votes  for,  as  President,  S79;  answer  oa  bdng  noti- 
fied of  his  eleetton  as  President,  ta&.  As  AtdM^nk. 
7,  8,131 

Takdbbpoxl,  Aakoh,  Bepreeentntlve  from  New  Teffc.1; 

on  depodts  with  the  States,  819;  on  the  Cntifleslta 

bni,S3<.  As /ntteo;  vol.  12. 
TAKnsftTSXB,  AititiirtM,  BepresontaflTe  from  Xow  T«fc, 

46a 

Vermont,  vote  for  President  In  1S86,  SSa 
VeneU,  JteffUUring  and  Clearing.— Index,  voL  L 
Vica  and  Sear  AdmtraU.—Se€  Indesa,  voL 
Vic«-Pr«tid4nt,  election  of;  by  the  Senate,  188; 
Tt^-Preaid^nfa  Appeal.— Sm  Indea^  roL  9; 
Viee'Prtaident,  pmoert  itf  tho.— See  IndeeB,  red.  9. 
TtsToir,  Sixim  ¥^  BepreeentatlTe  from  OUo^  4;  «  fla 

e^loring  expedition,  857;  on  Seminole  hostlfltlca,  11 

See  IndM,  vols.  7,  S,  9, 10,  II,  13. 
Virginia  Land  Warrantt-See  Index,  vol.  T. 
Virginia  MUiiary  Zand  W<arraiUa.—Set  I»det,l^t,6i 

do.  Oaimt.-~See  Index,  voL  It 
Virginia,  veto  fiw  President  in  1S36,  SSL 


■w 

Wd^aA  and  JRarai  Canal.— See  Indm,  toL  8. 
WASixn,  Datid  D.^  BspreseatatlTS  from  Fennsjlmi^ 
8,460; 

Walkkb,  Boxibt  J.,  on  depcdts  with  the  States^  tt ;  <*» 
a  resolution  on  Texan  Independenco,  99 ;  on  sdes 
lands  to  aotual  settlers,  109;  on  the  tressniy rfit«l«. 
178;  on  Texan  independence,  903;  Senator  ftem  Mtarii- 
sippi,  8S9 ;  on  postponing  the  fourth  lastatantnt,  8CS;  on 
treasury  notes,  SOB;  on  the  sub-Treasniy  b01,4l)B; « 
pre-empUon,  <30;  en  relatione  with  Mezko.  CO;  ontbs 
transftr  of  eansl  stodE,  Tit;  idatlTe  to  tks  lUaa  beat- 
dary.TOi.  AHAdsa^voLll 
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WAU^OisUR  IXi  Senator  bom  Now  Jaiuy,  839 ;  reporta 
on  theMadSson  papera,  44S;  on  aboUUoii  petiUona,  857, 
863;  on  Calbouii's  resolatlona,  BS9.  Set  Indect,  toI.  12. 

War,  conduct     th«.—SM  Indtx,  vol.  H. 

Wus,  Aakoit,  Bepreaentatlre  from  Sew  York,  8.  Set  In- 
dtv,  vol  19. 

Waxdwkll,  Dunn,  BopnsentatlTO  from  New  Tork,  8. 

St6  iHdex,  voL  19. 
WiculU»gton''t  BMA-Dayj—S*t  IndtB\  roL  11.  Da.  2Ionu- 
Mdnt— Am /ntfea^  Tola.  OC  ^  7.  Do,  PohratLSu  Im- 
dtu,  Tola.  8^  11, 19:  Do,  AmurfM— £m  IndtOt  vol  11. 
Do.  SbduA—SM  /ndM,  toL  11. 

WoAlngtm  Otiy,  eapturt  ^,—Si«  Xndtx,  toU  8. 

IVAa&iiiOTOKt  Oioiex  C,  EepresootaUTe  from  Muyland,  &. 

WiUhinQbm  2£onwntiU  Society,— la  tUe  Senate,  a  memo- 
rial from,  preeeated,  AST ;  laid  on  the  table,  6S7. 

WlBSTU,  DunxL,  Senator  from  Massaohiuetta,  S39;  on  the 
dangers  of  P4>er  monej,  C9 ;  on  the  treaaaiy  cfrenlar, 
tt;  protest*  igatiut  the  expunglDg  readation,  US;  on 
tho  land  ktana,  19T ;  votes  fttr  aa  Freildent,  919;  on  poat- 
penlDg  the  fourth  Instalment,  S38,  853 ;  on  the  anb- 
Treianry  bill,  414;  on  the  annexation  of  Texoa,  419; 
relative  to  Calhooii's  rosoloUons,  806,  604,  80S;  on 
troBSQiy  note*,  880,  871, 878,  8T5 ;  on  the  tariff  compro- 
mise. T51.  Bet  IndesB,  vole.  S,  1, 9, 10,  II,  19. 

Wsnsm,  Tatlob,  BeprosentattTe  from  Ohio,  i,  48L  Sea 
JiuteB,  vol.  19. 

HVxcn,  Jonra,  Boprasentattrt  fimn  New  ITmpriilw,  9, 
480. 

WMt PoM Aeadmyj^Stt /iirfi^ Tola. T. la  D9.CadtU. 
Bet  Indtm,  toU.    la  i>0i  VUUon^-Sti  /nde^  Tola. 

»,  la 

Wut  Point  ^etklcmy.— In  the  Honae,  an  ^ipropriation  for, 
eonaldered,  88;  all  ellbrts  for  a  reorganixatlon  have 
proved  nnraooMnfol,  8S;  It  1>  eald  not  to  be  the  proper 
time  to  dlaevis  the  merita  of  the  Inatltstioi),  88;  whj 
hM  tba  iBTMUgaUoB  tteaii  realBtal  t  S8 ;  •>  ■reUteeta  of 
mivn;  ebanetailatlaaof  the  lair ereatiBg  the ImUtif 
tlon,  89 ;  no  rl(ht  to  edmata  joung  men  fbr  private  lift, 
89 ;  anawer  to  objeottou  to  the  inatltation,  40 ;  views  in 
1800  u  to  edaoaUng  fonng  niengr«taltonal7,40;  ex- 
tracts froin  reports,  41 ;  the  law  of  181^49;  Airther  i*. 
lDaika,43;  UUpaa80d,4& 

Vestena  Armory,— Set  Indeu,  vols.  7, 9, 10. 

Western  Bieert,  navigaHon  ef.—Stt  Indeee,  toL  6. 

Warn,  Aunr  S.,  Bepreaentative  from  Indiana,  46t 

Wan^  HiraBlk,^vtesfl>rHPreald«Bt,ST9;  Benator  from 
Tennessee,  889.  Set  IwUet,  vols.  S-lSl 

Wnrn,  Josv,  Eeprosentatlve  from  Kentnokr,  4, 480. 

Wbttx,  Jobkph  IL,  Delegate  from  Florida,  4.  See  Indea, 
ToU.  a-it 

WmrzHUD,  Jonn,  testimony  in  the  case  of  B.  H.  Whitney, 
804. 

White*,  tMr  tntruetoi*  on  Indian  JteMrtaUom».—SfI»- 
(fao^ToLS. 

TTU^My**  Patt»t  RigU,—8ee  InOeK,  vol  4. 

Tamrar,  B.  U,  lie  oose  4!f!— [nthe  Honae,  report  <tf  the 
committee,  S91 ;  Whitney  reftaaea  to  obey  the  snmmons 
to  attend  aa  a  witness  befbre  the  committee,  991 ;  reeo* 
Intlon  of  the  report,  S91 ;  resolntlona  br  the  arrest  of 
Whitney  oOtored,  991;  eonasel  demanded  for  Whitney, 
S9S;  donbtfUlf  be  baa  been  gnlitr,  999 ;  roar  doetTlae 
oTeMitompt  a  daDgeioaa  one,  999 ;  a  Tlolattoa  of  dnty  to 
see  a  eUaen  deprived  of  hSs  Uber^  under  the  dmm* 
staoees  of  this  eaee,  993;  the  eomplalat  at  the  indlvidoal 
charged  with  contempt,  that  an  ontragoons  aasaolt  was 
mad*  on  him  In  the  eonunlttee,  993 ;  the  witness^  rea- 
sons for  not  eemplring,  398 ;  the  resolution  assumes 
that  a  oontempt  haa  been  eonunlttod,  298 ;  the  power  of 
thia  Hooae  to  punish  in  eonatntcUTe  contcoapt  draled, 
999;  Um  olretnMtaiwat  udtr  whkib  It  la  piopossd  to 


bring  Mr.  Whitney  before  ttwnonae^  994;  it  Is  the  pro- 
posal to  arrest  an  American  dtlzcn,  994;  •  committee 
cannot  have  a  oontempt  committed  sgtinst  It  by  a  refta- 
sal  to  obey  its  orders,  999 ;  the  system  of  privileges  and 
contempts  grown  up  in  this  country,  990;  rosototion 
adopted,  29Sl 

Arrest  of  'Whitnoy,996;  resolution  respecting,  998; 
placed  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoose,  997;  address  of  the 
Speaker,  997;  reply  <tf  aoeuaad,  997 ;  naoloUon  reladv* 
to  Authier  proMsdlngi  89T;  anmlnathw  of  wltnesMS 
ttefore  the  House,  99S ;  flmt  Interrogatory  to  Mr.  Fdr- 
field,  998;  anawer,  998;  seoond  inteirogatory,  998;  reply, 
993;  Ibrthcr  Interrogatories,  999-804;  testimony  of  John 
Whitehead,  804;  tesUmony  of  James  Oariand,  800. 

Eesolntlon  to  dlschargo  Whitney,  SOtt;  passed,  SVT; 
Whitney  discharged,  80S. 

Wnmuan',  it-hmt^,  Bepresentatlre  tmm  Ohio,  4, 461 ;  on 
the  Mississippi  oleetton,  478.  £«s  iiufsa),  ToL  19. 

Wxtmmr,  Tiuhub  T.,  BapnsantatlTa  from  ConueotlGat, 
460. 

TfidMBt  and  Orphant,  ptntton  to,— Set  Indtu,  vol  8. 
WiLsi,  BiosAXD  n.^  Vie  eatt  qf.—Set  Indea,  toL  10. 
WiLDiux,  ZuMoa,  Bepieseutatlve  tUm  Connecticut,  8; 
decease  of;  fi. 

Wuxuifs,  CuBisrapHin  IL,  Bepreasntative  firom  Tennea- 
soe,48L 

WnxuHB,  Jaiu>  Wn  BeprsseutatlTS  from  New  Banpshiie, 
480. 

WtLUAio,  JosEra  L,  BapresentatlTB  from  Tennessee,  480. 
Wiuuits,  Lawn,  Bepresentatlve  ft«m  North  Carolina,  t, 

460;  administer*  the  oath  to  the  Speaker,  4;  on  the 

Mississippi  election,  4T9 ;  on  the  Florida  War,  625.  See 

Indea,  vola.  7-19. 
Wiujjuis,  BmiL,  Senator  from  Maine,  30S,  889. 
WiLLUMS,  SnuoD,  Bepresentatlve  from  Kentucky,  4, 460. 
WmuMS,  TaoHAM     Senator  from  Mlsdssippt,  707 ;  on  the 

deathof  J.GiIl«y,nS;  on  the  Borth'«aBt«ra  boondaiyi 

<8<. 

WUneetee,  paymmt  qf,  in  ImptatAmtia  oatee.—S»e  Tndtm, 

vols.  8, 11. 

Witconein  JQeeMon.— In  the  Bouse^  resolntlona  relaUre  to^ 

n& 

Jfttcoiuin  Terraory,—lii  the  Honse,  a  bUI  to  estabUah  the 
Territorial  Oovemment  oonsidered,  18. 

Wm^HiinT  A.,BepM*entatlve  from  Virglnl*,  8,  4dO;  on 
slavery  petltlMkS,  6;  on  the  report  on  aboUtioo  petitions, 
94;  on  the  ExeeaUre  admlnlstntlOB,  SIS;  mi  a  aesne  la 
the  eommltteo  room,  980^  968;  on  the  case  Of  B.  H. 
Whitney,  990 ;  on  the  Florida  War,  460;  466 ;  «|  post- 
poning the  ftnrth  Instalment,  490 ;  on  treasury  notei^ 
498,  667;  ndative  to  the  Seminole  War,  617;  ths 
rights  of  the  South,  704, 70Si  Set  Ituttx,  yol.  H. 

Wnianr,  Biua,  on  the  dlstilbation  question,  901 ;  Senator 
from  New  York,  889;  report*  on  financial  nunsarei^ 
861;  on  treasory  Botes,  8C9,  808,  869,  8TQ,  677 ;  reports 
relief  for  saflsTMS  by  lira  la  New  ToA,  874;  on  th« 
anb-Treasnry,  487 ;  on  small  notes,  065;  on  the  Indepeid- 
eat  tressnry,  ttL  £m /iMfsoB,  rids.  9^  H 11 

WoBSi,  TaOMAi  J.,  B«,ir«santatlTe  from  HWWt^  680. 

WoanmrMOir,  J.  T.  BepHsentiHTO  fimn  Ibiyla&d, 
460, 


rosM  pKfVlhasf.— iSm  Atfsi^  Tola.  Ot  6;  9. 

Ynuondjrayt,—ln  the  Senate,  on  eommlttiBg  the  bill  for 
deposits  with  the  States,  69;  rotative  to  the  sdmlssloa 
of  Michigan,  99 ;  on  the  expunging  resolutions,  156;  on 
•alesof  pnbUelandaonly  toactaalsettlsrs,161;  on  the 
treaany  drealar,  109;  oa  ths  CoUnlxatloa  Sodaty'a 
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msmortal,  183;  on  unendmeDt  to  tho  land  bill,  ISS; 
nlatlTfl  to  oonstlng  tho  Totoa  <br  Presldont,  et«.,  1S6; 
on  an  abolition  iii«morlal,  18T,  190 ;  on  treiuai?  fondi, 
190 ;  on  tho  ceaslon  of  the  pnbUe  lands,  191 ;  on  tho  for- 
tUlntiOB  WD,  Ml ;  nlatln  to  the  papers  of  HadiMB, 
197;  onthendnetlonof  thotariCm;  ondepodtwith 
tiwStiiaa,  W>,MC;  oiTons  Independency  M2 ;  rela- 
ttTo  to  Hezlean  tflUn,  SOS ;  on  the  lame  of  tnesnir 
notes,  MT ;  letatlre  to  the  fourth  Initalment,  8U,  859 ; 
on  postponing  tho  snb-TFeantry  bill,  408;  rolatiye  to  a 
United  States  Bank,  400 ;  on  abollUon  petitions,  MS, 
S9T;  on  small  note  bill,  546;  reUtire  to  Mr.  Oalhonn's 
MBolatlons,  sn,  5TS,  688.  K98,  WS,  «0,  «1;  on  the  cUbn 
B.  T.  Uoade,  6IT ;  on  postponing  the  independent 
treaaaTT'  bin,  MS ;  on  tmendment  to  the  treasury  bill, 
661^  665;  nlntfTe  to  daelHng,  €06,  «M;  on  the  gradn*- 
tlonUUiUl;  relatlTe  to  an  IndlMi  Delegate  to  Wash- 
Ingtmi,  W8;  on  protection  to  Indians,  668;  on  bank 
notes  Ibr  QoTemment  does,  666 ;  on  the  Treasu?  Noto 
but,  670;-  onlmprlsonmont  for  debt,  686;  on  pos^ranlng 
the  fonrth  Instalment,  T18 ;  on  the  gradnatlon  bin,  TSO ; 
on  anned  occupation  of  Florida,  744 ;  relative  to  book 
psrthasea,  T61. 

In  the  Honse,  on  laftng  slarerj  petlltoBS  «s  tbe  taUe, 
Sill;  onreaidntloMnlaiiTe  to  aUTerrIn  the  Dlstriot 
«t  Colombia  and  slsTarj  petitions,  16;  on  the  appropri- 
ation bin,  81 ;  on  tbe  report  on  abolitkn  petttkns,  ST, 


,  ^ ;  on  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  for  the  adndirintf 
Michigan,  80 ;  do.  Arkansas,  81 ;  on  Tens  Indepeodfw^ 
48;  toUf  thesnrplos  reTennebnionthet«bk,n;« 
the  admission  of  MIehtgan,  SS5;  on  the  ««tiq»  nfUL 
Adams,  860;  ontherigfatof  aslaTetopetIti«^lK;« 
the  discharge  <tf  S.  IL  Thitner.MI;  n  depostttvtt 
the  States,  8S4;  ooftmds  neelnBle  for  Fedml  im, 
88>;  m  the  defMettduw  oT  the  foi11lcsll«bin,tN: 
on  dlsagr^ment  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to  tb«  te- 
tlfleation  bOI,  887 ;  relattre  to  the  sob-Treaniir  Ml.  4% 
446,448;  on  a  national  bonk,  4T9;  lebtiTa  to  the  flmk 
instalment,  4M,tt7;  ntadTetotheUiHlsdppldKte, 
OOS ;  on  e  national  bank,  COT ;  on  the  tmmrj  SM 
bn),{(Sa,  66r,  ma;  on  reoeption  of  sboWlnpsata^ 
fi»;  relatlntoinnsHgatiagtbo  cause srtksdMthtr 
Ollejr,  68T;  otttlM  Independent Tiussuj  Ml^ W;  m 
resefndlng  the  treinuT  <nder,  690;  m  dsdAm  rfOi 
Chair,  688;  rebtlTe  to  daTeir petitions, TOT;  on ttidi 
to  the  Bpeaker,ni;  relettretoboAparebaMiini 

Ykll,  AacmnALD,  on  depoalts  with  the  SlatM,  SIS;  BcfK- 
MntatlTe  from  Arkansas,  461. 

Toku,  Tqovas  Joxzs,  BepresentatiTa  fhtt  Sew  Jour, 
46a 

TouHS,  Jom,  BepresentatiTa  tuna  "Strw  ToA,  IHl 
Tonro,  BioSABD      Betintor  ftom  lUinidi,  SOB^  H;  nib 
Calhotm's  molntlonB,  SO,  063. 
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